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interpretation

A UNITED FAMILY
Ry Herschel H. Hobbs

“These all continued with one accord in 
prayer and supplication, with the women, 
and Mary, the mother of Jesus, and with 
his brethren”—Acts 1:14.

Ten days separated Jesus’ ascension and 
the day of Pentecost. During that time the 
eleven apostles, certain women, and others 
were in “an upper room” (v. 13, probably 
the home of Mark’s mother, see Mk. 14:15; 
Acts 12:12), giving themselves to prayer.

Specifically mentioned are Mary, Jesus’ 
mother, and His “brethren.” Note that Mary 
is not given a position above others. She 
is not seen as the mediatrix but as one 
among others in prayer. She is not men
tioned again in Acts.

Of especial interest is “his brethren.” 
Mark 6:3 names them as James, Joses 
(Joseph), Juda, (Judah, Jude), and Simon. 
Stagg (The Book of Acts') mentions certain 
theories as to their relationship to Jesus. 
Epiphanius (Fourth Century) said that they 
were Joseph’s children by a former mar
riage, though there is no evidence of such. 
Jerome (Fourth Century) argued that they 
were Jesus’ cousins. Helvidius, Jerome’s 
contemporary, accepted “brothers” in a lit
eral sense. The positions of Epiphanius and 
Jerome are followed by those who hold to 
the perpetual virginity of Mary. But the
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New Testament does not teach such a view. 
Luke’s “firstborn” (2:7) calls for other 
children born to Mary.

Of greater interest is the fact that Jesus’ 
brothers (half-brothers) were present at 
this time. They once had not believed in 
Jesus as the Christ (Jn. 7:5). Probably this 
had created a strained relation between 
them and Mary. But Jesus’ appearance to 
James after His resurrection (I Cor. 15:7) 
had convinced them.

So here in the upper room we see the 
mother and her sons “with one accord,” 
bound together in their mutual faith in 
Jesus as the. Saviour. It is a blessed thing 
when this relationship exists within any 
family circle.

pulpit
By Jim Griffith

A Laplander minister in a village 
of Norway, who says that his sermon 
last Sunday was drowned out by a 
chorus of yapping dogs, has instructed 
his members not to bring their dogs to 
church.

If he thinks he had a lot of “yap
ping” last Sunday, he hasn’t heard 
anything yet: Wait until he hears from 
his church members on this issue.

They may outhowl the dogs. And 
when it comes to growling, there are 
church members who can get rather 
fierce.

The pastor may learn the hard way 
that there are several things the clergy
men must avoid like the plague. He 
must not discuss a woman’s weight, 
her age, or a man’s dog—be he pure
bred or pure hound.

Of course, if the situation gets hot 
and heavy, the pastor may decide for 
himself that the bite of his church 
members is much worse than the bark 
of their dogs.
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Churches Surveyed on 
Education Work

GLEN ELLYN, DI.—A survey of Chris
tian education programs and needs has 
shown that the Sunday School, youth fel
lowship, and Vacation Bible Schools are the 
three most popular educational agencies in 
evangelical churches today.

The three problems of greatest concern 
today are the needs for “greater dedication 
and interest in spiritual matters, greater out
reach to the unsaved, and better trained 
laymen.”

These findings were revealed in a 48- 
page Research Report on Educational Min
istries, based on a survey sponsored by the 
Christian Education Research Division of 
Scripture Press Foundation.

Participants included 5,395 pastors, di
rectors of Christian education, and other 
pastoral staff members who completed the 
six-page questionnaire. It was mailed to 
50,656 persons in Canada and the United 
States.

The survey found that 100 per cent of 
all the churches responding have Sunday 
Schools, 92 per cent have youth fellowship 
or training hour groups, and that 83.8 per 
cent conducted Vacation Bible Schools in 
1968.

Half the church leaders reported that 
their churches conduct children’s church 
programs, and less than half organize pas
tor’s instruction classes or weekday boys’ 
and girls’ clubs.

Elective courses in adult Sunday School 
classes were reported in about one-third of 
the churches. Slightly more than half re
ported having an active Cradle Roll De
partment.

In the two-year period preceding the 1969 
survey, Home Bible classes were started by 
only 29.4 per cent of the churches. Branch 
Sunday Schools or churches were started 
by only 10 per cent.

According to the survey, about 10 per 
cent of the churches, mostly larger churches, 
have directors of Christian education. Min
istries of outreach were also found to pre
dominate in the larger churches and 
churches in the West.

Only 3.8 per cent of the churches re
ported classes for mentally retarded children 
or youth, and 7.5 per cent reported main
tenance of released time classes. (RNS)

DR. ROBERT T. TAYLOR RETIRES;
BIBLE SOCIETY AIDE 29 YEARS

NEW YORK—Dr. Robert T. Taylor, sen- 
or general secretary of the American Bible 
Society (ABS), retired here after 29 years 
with the organization.

The 65-year-old Presbyterian clergyman 
had held the senior post since 1956.

On his retirement, the board of man
agers of the 153-year-old society paid trib
ute to Dr. Taylor for his “deep commit
ment to the Bible cause.” (RNS)
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Devotional

Standing Tall By Kneeling
By O. C. Nugent, Jr., Lipscomb Drive, 

Franklin, Tenn.

“He stands best who kneels most,” this is 
the thought of the year from the 1970 Far
mers’ Almanac.

Nugent

All of us would do 
well to adopt it as our 
thought of the year.

How seriously do we 
contemplate the innum
erable promises that we 
find in God’s Word con
cerning prayer?

II Chronicles 7:14-15 
is a very precious prom
ise that all of God’s 
own should claim every
day.

Most if not all of us 
can recall remarkable answers to our peti
tions. Someone has said “Faith expects from 
God what is beyond all expectation.”

In many instances the answer far exceeds 
the petition. In I Kings 3:7-14 Solomon 
asked wisdom; the answer included wis
dom, riches, honour, and long life.

Yes, the answer is certain. For “No 
good thing will He withhold from them 
that walk uprightly” Psalm 84-11. What a 
wonderful promise with which to begin a 
new day. Our God promises that this day 
He will provide us with whatsoever is good 
for us.

In Matthew 7:7-8 Jesus says “Ask, and it 
shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; 
knock, and it shall be opened unto you; 
For everyone that asketh receiveth; and he 
that seeketh findeth; and to him that knock- 
eth it shall be opened.” And again in Mat
thew 21:22 “All things, whatsoever ye shall 
ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive.”

Certain answer? As sure as the promise of 
our Lord for He makes the promise.

Some years ago I remember reading of 
an incident which shows God’s loving care 
for His own.

A small boy was visiting some cousins 
in a small village of the South of England. 
The home was very close to a dense forest 
which extended for quite some distance. 
The children lured by the beautiful wild 
flowers wandered into the vast woods and 
became hopelessly lost.

The oldest girl gathered the crying chil
dren around her and told how her mother 
had taught them to ask Jesus for help in 
time of trouble. They bowed their heads 
and as they prayed they were aware of the 
chirping of a bird so close they could have 
touched it. The bird fluttered along with 
the children in pursuit until suddenly it took 
wings and was gone. The children looking 
up found they were at the edge of the wood 
and in sight of home.

Remarkable? A coincidence? In the mind 

of man perhaps so. But to God an answer 
to a petition for help by some of his little 
ones voiced in simple childlike faith.

Remember, you can’t expect to feel God’s 
presence if you are too busy to commune 
with him.

(The devotional writer this week retired 
recently as vice-president of National Life 
and Accident Insurance Co.)

Laser Beam Lights Church Cross
GLASGOW—A laser beam is being used, 

reportedly for the first time in Britain, to 
illuminate a cross in a Church of Scotland 
(Presbyterian) church at Coatbridge, near 
Glasgow.

A denomination announcement said the 
laser had been donated anonymously to 
Dunbeth church. Different from the cutting 
type of laser, the announcement said, it 
projects an invisible shaft of light down the 
church to pinpoint a three-inch cluster of 
red Carnelian stones at the center of the 
cross.

The Rev. Hugh R. Wyllie said that con
ventional spotlighting was ineffective in the 
case of the cross because of the spread of 
light and shadow. A local authority on 
laser manufacture said, “In my experience 
this is the first time that a laser has been 
used for illumination. This use by Dunbeth 
church widens the application of this inven
tion.” (RNS)

Miss Alma E. Jackson, center, was hon
ored recently by First church, Oliver 
Springs, as she began her 40th year as 
church clerk. H. P. Barrington, left, super
intendent of missions, Clinton association, 
and pastor Larry Duke admire the certificate 
of appreciation presented Miss Jackson. She 
also received a sterling silver brooch en
graved with her name and dates of service, 
as well as an orchid corsage.

Student Work

Interviews For Missionaries
By Glenn Yarbrough

Sudent mission workers will be inter
viewed and appointed by the state BSU 
Missions Committee, Jan. 30-31 and Feb. 
6-7. About 70 appointments have been 
planned and approved by the State BSU 
Convention.

Nearly 100 students who have applied 
for 1970 service will be interviewed during 
three regional meetings, Jan. 30-31. At the 
BSU Center in Knoxville, the interview 
committee will be formed by Mr. Bill Lee, 
director of Baptist Student Work at the 
University of Tennessee and by six stu
dents: State BSU President Paul Baird of 
Carson-Newman College; Suzie Taylor, of 
UT, Knoxville; Doyle Knight, of ETSU; 
Lynda Kelley, of UT, Chattanooga; Danny 
Mason, of CNC; and Claude Penley, of 
LMU.

At Memphis, the interviews will be led 
by Vickie McDurmon, of MSU; Gail Dew, 
of Union U; Anna Crews of UT, Martin; 
Janet Johnson, of BMH; and Bob Glas
gow, director of Baptist Student Work at 
Martin.

At Nashville, interviews will be led by 
Linda Fowler, of Peabody; Ann Simpson, 
of APSU; Charles Fly, of TTU; Angie 
Holmes of MTSU; and Jim Sparks, director 
of Baptist Student Work at Vanderbilt Uni
versity.

All members of the Mission Selection 
Committee will meet at the Tennessee Bap
tist Convention Building, Brentwood, for the 
appointment session on Feb. 6-7.

The student missionaries will be installed 
officially during the State BSU Retreats, 
to be held at Camp Linden, April 17-19, 
and at Camp Carson, April 24-26.

College Football's No. 1 Back 
Cites 'The Only Way To Play'

PALO ALTO, Calif.—“Living for Christ 
is the only way to play the game of life,” 
says Steve Owens, winner of the 1969 Heis
man Trophy which goes to the nation’s top 
collegiate football player.

The Oklahoma university running back 
scored more touchdowns during his career 
than any other college player in history, 
also set the three-year record for yards 
gained by rushing.

Owens, who is expected to be among the 
first players selected in the upcoming pro 
football draft, says his goal is to dedicate 
everything he does “to the glory of Christ.” 

“I’ve had a lot of help from a lot of peo
ple, and now I want to use whatever influ
ence I have to help others see that it is 
Christ, above all else, that gives meaning 
to life,” he said. (RNS)

Thursday, January 15, 1970 Page 3



EDITORIALS__________________________________
Evangelism Conference

Tennessee Baptist pastors and laymen .need the spiritual 
benefits to be derived from the annual Conference on 
Evangelism, meeting January 19-21 at Belmont Heights 
Baptist church, Nashville. The conference should provide 
spiritual food for each of us.

Evangelism leader F. M. Dowell has developed a 
comprehensive program under the general theme Shaping 
the Seventies.

Say what you will, when Baptists fail to proclaim loud 
and clear the Gospel message that points men to God, 
Baptist churches are failing in their primary mission. All 
of the supportive ministries in the world will not take the 
place of an effective evangelistic ministry.

If we go with closed minds, assuming we won’t gain a 
blessing, then we won’t. If we attend, acknowledging that 
we can profit from a worship-preaching experience, then 
likely our hearts will be blessed, and our witness strength
ened.

This should be a high hour in the life of Tennessee 
Baptists. There is no better way to launch any new year 
than with a determined emphasis on an evangelistic wit
ness.

Prayer, a reverent spirit in attendance upon the con
ference sessions, and a willingness and a desire to be 
blessed will result, we believe, in a good conference on 
evangelism.

Postscript to the churches:
If you have not yet made plans to send your pastor 

and his wife, it isn’t too late! Send them with adequate 
provision for them to attend the entire session.

Pray for Legislature
The annual session of the Tennessee Legislature is get

ting under way even as this issue of the Baptist And Re
flector is on the press. We suggest strongly that Baptists 
and all other Christians in Tennessee pray for the leader
ship of the Holy Spirit in the deliberations of this body 
politic. We have to live day in and day out with decisions 
which are made by the Legislature affecting every area 
of our life. We sit back secure in our homes and talk 
about “dirty politics” and the “machine,” forgetting per
haps that the political arena is as clean or dirty as we let 
it become by our inactivity and disdain.

These elected representatives need to be reminded 
that praying people, who are concerned people, are in
terested in everything that is done in these legislative halls. 
We know that the power and presence of the Holy Spirit 
can make this session the most profitable ever if those 
who sit in these halls let the Holy Spirit control their lives.

Therefore, it is not trite nor is it superficial to request 
earnestly that praying people pray for the Governor of 
this sovereign state, and for the members of the Legisla
ture as they meet in this 45-day session.
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Baptist World Alliance

The Baptist World Alliance session meets in Tokyo 
July 12-18, 1970. The Alliance last met in Miami Beach, 
Fla. A fellowship of Baptist bodies from throughout the 
world, this organization has served well, particularly in 
Europe to help knit more closely Baptists in a common 
task.

The Affiance meets every five years. We contribute in a 
measure to our Baptist witness as we attend these sessions. 
Churches are urged to consider now the possibility of 
sending the pastor and perhaps other staff members to the 
Alliance in Tokyo. Particularly do we believe it would be 
good for the pastor to attend. This is not an attempt to 
rationalize a “joy ride” for anyone, but rather recognition 
that Americans are better able than any other national 
group to travel a long way to say to the rest of the world 
that we join with fellow Christians from around the globe 
in our Baptist witness.

If the church is to send the pastor, minister of educa
tion or minister of music, the time is late already for 
making preparations. Such a gesture won’t break the 
church financially, and it just might help the church 
spiritually—and with preaching about world conditions 
with a deeper insight.

From the Old Year's ashes: Hope—if we'll take it

Baptist And Reflector



Missionary Kids Live In Third Culture, Fowler Says
RICHMOND—The missionary child lives 

in a “third culture,” one that is neither 
American nor national but unto himself, 
said Dr. Franklin T. Fowler, medical con
sultant for the Southern Baptist Foreign 
Mission Board here.

The idea of the “third culture” of the 
missionary child was discussed at a recent 
consultation sponsored by the National 
Council of Churches which Fowler attended 
in Tuxedo Park, N. Y.

The four-part program, held over a three- 
day period, was entitled consultation on the 
Missionary Child and the Development of 
Human Resources. Among its 34 interde
nominational participants were members of 
about 10 church-connected boards.

Some of the participants represented the 
personnel departments of various boards 
while some were houseparents at MK (mis
sionary KID) hostels or schools. There were 
also some missionary mothers and execu
tives of Foreign Mission boards.

Two professionals in the field of human 
behavior served as resource persons for the 
meeting. They were Richard Cox, a clinical 
psychologist from Chicago, and Ruth 
Useem, professor of sociology and educa
tion at the Michigan State University. They 
wrote papers which were circulated prior to 
the meeting.

Several recommendations were made by 
the group concerning the psycho-sociological 
well-being of the children of missionaries 
living in a foreign culture. The suggestions 
included:

Appointing a staff person on each board 
who would be directly responsible for family 
health, counseling and screening mission
aries and their children; providing better 
information for older children on how to

Children's Homes

"Thank You For The Blood"
By James M. Gregg

During the recent Billy Graham telecast, 
one of our housemothers each evening 
gathered her children together in the living 
room and said, “Boys and girls we are going 
to sit down and listen to Brother Graham 
just like we were in church.”

The morning after Brother Graham 
preached on the blood, six-year-old Steve 
was asked to return thanks at the breakfast 
table. He began by saying, “Thank you for 
the blood of Jesus Christ which saves us 
from our sins.” Our children receive and 
remember far more of our Christian teach
ing and training than we sometime imagine. 
Will you pray for us as we continue to care 
for and train up” these orphaned and 
homeless boys and girls, who are our re
sponsibility. Thank you, Tennessee Baptists, 
for your helpful support which makes all 
these things possible.

intelligently defend American culture; and 
offering retreats for missionary children 
entering college to help them overcome 
difficulties related to their initial period of 
adjustment to the American culture.

Fowler said that already Southern Bap
tists are doing a certain amount of screening 
of missionary children. “They are given 
medical examinations and are visited at 
home by a member of the board’s personnel 
staff. Also, there is some work with children 
at orientation. For example, movies are 
shown of the country they are going to. We 
don’t have retreats as yet, but we do invite 
them to conferences at Glorieta and Ridge
crest (Baptist Assemblies.)

Though the consultation adopted “rec
ommendations,” it was pointed out that the

Shaping the 70’s State Clinics
By Charles L. Norton, State Co-ordinator
A little over a year ago two Shaping the 

70’s State Clinics were planned, one in the 
West Jackson church, Jackson, for Jan. 12 
and 13; and another in the Bell Avenue 
church in Knoxville on Jan. 15 and 16. The 
purpose of these clinics was to train leaders 
from the various associations to help leaders 
in the various churches in the association 
understand the changes coming in the early 
70’s. I suppose we could say the purpose of 
the State Shaping the 70’s Conferences, the 
Associational Shaping the 70’s Clinics and 
the Church Shaping Religious Studies is one 
of information, inspiration and improve
ment. Most associations were represented 
in the state conferences. Leaders from the 
various associations were to return to their 
association and lead a conference in their 
association.

The following conferences will be held 
in the Associational Shaping the 70’s Clinics: 
Associational 70’s Sunday School Repre
sentative; Associational 70’s Church Train
ing Representative; Associational Church 
Administration Leader; Associational Broth
erhood Representative; Associational Music 
Representative; Associational Woman’s Mis
sionary Union Representative; and Associ
ational Church Library Organizational 
presidents or representatives. The length of 
the clinic time in each association should be 
five hours. The content of the clinic is plan
ned so that it will equip the participants 
to lead their churches to carry out the pre
paration period in which grouping and grad
ing changes are made. The schedule for the 
associational clinic will include a general 
session for introductions, inspirational mes
sages and the presentation of plans.

After the associational clinics there will 
be a follow-through plan in which all of the 
associational representatives trained in 
Shaping the 70’s State Conferences will go 
into many of the churches and help them 
select their material for their program or
ganizations. The entire expense of the as

meeting had no power to make decisions 
for the autonomous mission groups repre
sented at the meeting. Southern Baptists are 
not members of the National Council of 
Churches.

Consultants voiced dissatisfaction with 
boarding schools and recommended that 
they be consolidated or done away with 
completely. The MK hostel was considered 
“a lesser evil” by the consultants than the 
boarding school, Fowler said, but it was 
still recommended that the child stay with 
his family even through his teens.

Fowler said that top board officials and 
missionaries have increasingly voiced the 
opinion that schools of the host country 
should not be ignored, as in the past, as 
primary sources of education.

sociational teams coming to the State Clinics 
was taken care of by the Sunday School 
Board, WMU, Brotherhood and the State 
Convention.

Listing of the State Clinics follows:
Association—Date—Place
Alpha—Feb. 16, First, Hohenwald
Beech River—Mar. 9, First, Parsons (4:00) 
Beulah—Mar. 9
Big Emory—Feb. 19, South Harriman
Big Hatchie—Feb. 24, Brighton
Bledsoe—Mar. 16, First, Gallatin
Bradley—Mar. 12, Stuart Park
Campbell—Feb. 26, Indiana Avenue
Carroll-Benton—Feb. 23, First, McKenzlt 
Central—Mar. 2 & 3, Magness Memorial 
Chilhowee—First, Maryville
Clinch—
Clinton—Feb. 22, 23 & 26, Robertsville, 
Concord—March 17, First, Murfreesboro 
Copper Basin—
Crockett—Feb. 24, Alamo
Cumberland—Feb. 27, Hillcrest
Cumberland Plateau—Feb. 17, Homestead
Cumberland Gap—
Duck River—Feb. 23, Feb. 24
Dyer—Mar. 9, Hillcrest, Dyersburg
East Tennessee—Mar. 9, Northport
Fayette—
Gibson—Mar. 9, 10, 12
Giles—Mar. 13, Highland, Pulaski
Grainger—Mar. 9, Rutledge
Hamilton—Mar. 12, Brainerd; Mar. 14, 

First, Hixson; May 21, First, Chattanooga
Hardeman—Feb. 23, First, Bolivar
Hardin—Mar. 2, First, Savannah
Haywood—
Hiwassee—Shiloh
Holston—Mar. 3, Central, Johnson City
Holston Valley—Mar. 2, Carters Valley 

Chapel
Indian Creek—Feb. 28, Mar. 7, First, 

Waynesboro
Jefferson—Feb. 16, Northside; Feb. 23, 

First, Dandridge
(Continued on page 8)
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Problems of the Christian Life
(One in a series)

THE WORKING WIFE
By T. B. Maston

Retired Professor of Christian Ethics 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary

The term “the working wife” refers to 
wives who work outside the home, of whom 
there is an increasing number. A relatively 
recent report said that women compose 
thirty-five per cent of the working force 
in the United States.

The same report suggested that a few 
decades ago the average working woman 
was single and 28 years of age. In contrast, 
she is now 41 years of age and has two 
children.

Why are so many wives and mothers a 
part of the “working force”? There are 
some who work to get away from the “bore
dom” of housework. The vast majority of 
them work, however, because they believe 
additional income is needed for their fam
ilies.

The younger wives frequently work to 
help husbands complete their education or 
to enable the two of them to “get started” 
or established.

Many mothers work to help with the in
creasing expenses of a growing family, to 
help with the college education of children, 
or to assist with the cost of caring for aged 
or aging parents. Still others work to get 
out of debt or simply “to provide better 
living for the family.”

It may be wise for the working wife 
and/or mother to analyze carefully the fi
nancial contributions her working makes to 
the family. How much will be left after she 
pays for transportation, lunches, additional 
clothes that may be needed, and such 
household help as she will have to have? 
She may discover that her additional in
come does not amount to as much as she 
had anticipated.

Several things should be done if possible 
where the husband and wife both work. 
They should have work schedules that will 
enable them to have as much time as pos
sible together at home. If possible, vacations 
should be taken at the same time. The in
come of both should be considered family 
income. There should be joint planning of 
the family budget. They should seek to meet 
regular family expenses from the husband’s 
income and use the wife’s for specials such 
as debts, furniture, savings, etc. This will 
mean that if and when she must or prefers 
to quit work they will not have the painful 
and difficult experience of adjusting to a 
lower standard of living.

There are particular problems when there 
are. children in the home. Unless it is ab
solutely necessary for the mother to work, 
she should not do so before the children 

start to school. Even after all the children 
are in school.

Many teen-agers even need the sense of 
security that comes from a mother who sees 
them off to school and who will be there to 
welcome them when they come in from 
school. After the children are out of the 
home, in college or at work, the mother 
would be freer to work but she should con
sider the effect of her working on her and 
on her husband.

It seems to me that there is one safe, 
universal rule that can be laid down con
cerning the working wife: unless absolutely, 
necessary she should not work outside the 
home if it will mean the neglect of her 
home—her husband and her children.

Sunday School

REGIONAL BANQUETS
By Wendell Price

Regional Banquets for associational Sun
day School officers, Jah. 26-30, in the West 
and Central portions of the state offer spe
cial training and a good meal.

They will be held as follows: Jan. 26— 
Brownsville Baptist church, Jan. 27—Mar
tin, First church, Jan. 29—Columbia, First 
church, Jan. 30—Brentwood, T.B.C. build
ing, Feb. 2—Cookeville, First church, Feb. 
3—Cleveland, First church, Feb. 5—Church 
Hill, Oak Grove church, Feb. 6—Bearden, 
Central church.

We eat at 6:30 p.m. All associational 
Sunday School officers are invited to a free 
meal and to conferences for insight, know
how and motivation for helping the churches 
do a better job of REACHNG and 
TEACHING.

The faculty is as follows: General Officers 
—Wendell Price; Adults—Paul Williams; 
Youth—Miss Lyn Brasfield; Children—Mrs. 
Bob Parris; and Preschool—Mrs. Berlin 
Hood.

In the East and Central sections of Ten
nessee, Feb. 2-6, our faculty will be as fol
lows: General Officers—Wendell Price; 
Adults—Dudley Johnson, Jr.; Youth—Miss 
Lyn Brasfield; Children’s—Mrs. Bob Tay
lor; Preschool—Doyle Oliver.

Church-State Conference 
In Detroit Feb. 9 and 10

WASHINGTON, D.C.—The 22nd Na
tional Conference on Church and State will 
be held in Detroit at the Hilton Hotel, Feb. 
9 and 10, according to an announcement of 
Glenn L. Archer, director of the sponsoring 
group, Americans United for Separation of 
Church and State. This year’s conference 
theme will be “What Price Parochiaid?” and 
will center on the problem of public aid 
to parochial schools. The conference will 
also consider the issue of “Religion in the 
Schools” and “How Tax Reform Will Affect 
the Churches.”

The organization’s annual religious liberty 
citations will be awarded this year to Dr. 
Martin A. Larson, co-author of Praise the 
Lord for Tax Exemption and author of 
Church Wealth and Business Income, and 
to Joseph Sunnen, St. Louis industrialist and 
pioneer advocate of public birth control 
programs.

Keynote address of the conference will 
be delivered by Dr. Ira Polley, former 
Michigan superintendent of public instruc
tion, who will speak on “What’s Right with 
the Public Schools?” Dr. Philip B. Kurland 
of the University of Chicago Law School 
will head the legal panel and offer its prin
cipal address on “Church and State in the 
Courts.” A firsthand report on Ireland will 
be presented by the president of Americans 
United, Dr. Jimmy R. Allen of San An
tonio, Texas, whose topic will be “Battles 
in Belfast: Lessons from a Laboratory of 
Church Establishment.”

What current tax reform legislation will 
mean to the churches will be des'cribed in a 
dialogue and question and answer period 
led by Martin A. Larson and C. Stanley 
Lowell, authors of The Churches: Their 
Riches, Revenues and Immunities, and 
Praise the Lord for Tax Exemption.

State Senator Coleman A. Young and Dr. 
Kenneth W. Carman, both of Detroit, will 
speak on “Parochiaid Showdown in Michi
gan.” Harriet Phillips of CAPE and Dr. 
Virgil A. Kraft, director of the Chicago 
Midwest Office of Americans United, will 
discuss the parochiaid problem as their or
ganizations have confronted it. Panels, 
workshops and discussion periods will con
clude the two-day sessions. Workshops will 
be led by Gaston D. Cogdell, director of or
ganization.

The annual meeting of the National Ad
visory Council of Americans United will be 
held Wednesday, Feb. 11, following the 
conference sessions. (C/SNS)

BWA—-AROUND THE WORLD TOUR
Includes Expo 70, Holy Lands, Europe. 1st Class 
Hotels. Experienced Conductors. 31 DAYS—$1,995.
Write for Information.

ROBERTS WORLD TOURS, INC.
Box 1634, Morristown, Tenn. 37814 or Rev. Raymond 
352??^^°°^' 1232 Mims, S.W., Birmingham, Ala.
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Nigerian Professor Researches 
Ancient Missionary Manuscript

By June P. Carter

RICHMOND—In Louisville, a century- 
old manuscript lies yellowing. In Ibadan, 
Nigeria, scholars study a photocopy of the 
manuscript. In Richmond, a Nigerian pro
fessor pores over old library records pre
paratory to editing the manuscript for pub
lication.

Written by William H. Clarke, Southern 
Baptist missionary to Nigeria in the mid- 
19th century, is is a comprehensive account 
of life in that country at that time. Now, 
more than 100 years later, it is to be pub
lished by the University of Ibadan.

The publication will be used as a text
book by the university’s department of 
African history. Joseph A. Atanda, head of 
the department, will edit Clarke’s manu
script and write an introduction for it.

Atanda, in the United States under the 
auspices of the Rockefeller Foundation, has 
virtually exchanged identities with Ralph 
A. Austin, a white University of Chicago 
faculty member. Each is filling the other’s 
university chair for this academic year. 
Each, with his family, is living in the other’s 
home.

Leaving his family in Chicago for the 
Christmas holidays, Atanda journeyed to 
the headquarters of the Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board here to pursue his 
research.

Bespectacled, dressed in dark business 
clothes, he is often seen in the board’s li
brary searching through dusty volumes for 
references to William H. Clarke.

Or he may be ensconced in a nook of the 
records room, examining microfilmed mis
sionary correspondence, letters written by 
Clarke to the board more than a century 
ago; or contemplating correspondence files 
containing crumbling copies of letters writ
ten to Clarke by the board.

Atanda considers Clarke’s manuscript a 
well-written, fascinating account of long- 
ago life in the Yoruba region of Nigeria. 
“It is better than other accounts of that 
time,” he commented, “in terms of under
standing and interpreting the society of 
that day.”

In 1858 Clarke, who had arrived in 
Africa four years earlier, explored terri
tory never before seen by a Baptist Mis
sionary. The account of his journeys and 
his work in what is now Nigeria remained 
in the hands of Clarke’s son for many years.

In recent years the manuscript has been 
placed in the library of the Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Louisville. Atanda 
is making plans now to visit the seminary 
and view firsthand the manuscript he will 
edit.

Four of the Atandas’ five children are 
with them in the states. The youngest child 
is only two, but three others are enrolled 
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in a Chicago school. The eldest daughter, a 
high school student, remained in Nigeria.

Asked to compare the home he left in 
Ibadan with the one he is occupying in 
Chicago, Atanda laughed and replied that 
both had “walls, floors and ceilings.”

He then noted slight differences in house
hold equipment. He said, for example, the 
Atandas did not have a “plate washer” in 
Ibadan, but they really did not need one 
since household help is so readily available. 
Nor did they need a “dry washer” there, he 
continued, because sunshine to dry the 
clothes is so dependable and constant.

Mrs. Atanda, who is accustomed to cook
ing with electricity in Ibadan, cooks with 
gas in Chicago. And Atanda maintains that 
Nigerian walls are much more solid than 
American ones.

Chicago’s early winter weather has pre
sented a problem for the Nigerian family, 
accustomed as they are to a warm climate. 
Atanda recalled the first snowfall of the 
season—and the first ever for him:

“I did not know how to manage about 
the car,” he confessed. “Snow was all over 
the windshield, and I did not know how to 
get it off. Finally I went to my neighbors 
and they told me about a thing—what do 
you call it—oh, yes. a scraper.”

Except for the scars on each cheek, 
Atanda might easily be mistaken for an 
American. The superficial slashes, common 
to the Yoruba people of Nigeria, are made 
on the faces of children, male and female, 
usually before the child is a year old.

Administered by one who is trained to do 
it, the markings identify members of one 
family lineage from that of another. Atanda 
explained that the practice is beginning to 
die out, and that his own children do 
not bear these marks.

Although not born into a Christian fam
ily Atanda says he was converted as a 
young child soon after he entered a Baptist 
primary school. He and his wife are mem
bers of Oke Ado Baptist Church in Ibadan, 
where services were conducted in Yoruba.

Atanda has been in school most of his 
life. After completing the course of study 
at Baptist college, Iwo, he taught for six 
years in various Baptist primary schools 
and a Baptist teacher training college.

In 1959 he enrolled at the University of 
Ibadan (at that time University College, 
Ibadan, affiliated with London University), 
taking two degrees, the bachelor of arts 
and the doctor of theology. Since then he 
has been teaching there.

Perhaps it is natural that he feels “at 
home” in the university community, as he 
says he does, whether in Ibadan or a hemis
phere away in Chicago. (BP)

Editor’s Note: Mrs. June Carter is a

A Message

Baptist World Alliance Sunday
February 1, 1970

Baptist World Alliance Sunday returns 
with its reminder of the worldwide fellow
ship which is ours in the family of Baptists. 
Worshipping in our own meeting places 
throughout the world we give ourselves in 
meditation and prayer for the deepening 
of faith and loyalty to Christ, for the en
larging of our hearts in Christian love, and 
for the strengthening of our wills to Chris
tian service.

Paul described our blessed fellowship in 
the words, “One Lord, one faith, one bap
tism, one God and Father of all” (Eph. 
4:5,6). He spoke of our mutual responsibil
ity when he wrote, “Bear ye one another’s 
burdens and so fulfill the law of Christ” 
(Gal. 6:2). He gave us also the blessed 
news of Christian hope and mission, “God 
was in Christ reconciling the world unto 
himself.” (II Cor. 5:19).

Reconciled to God in Christ and recon
ciled together in divine principle, we recog
nize we are yet separated by deep divisions 
in world society. We recognize the impor
tance to Christ and his kingdom of minority 
groups in hostile environments. We recog
nize the sadness of divisions that separate 
groups of our family one from the other. 
We recognize the pain and suffering inflict
ed for conscience sake. We recognize the 
grief and physical suffering of those who are 
victims of war and natural catastrophy. We 
turn in earnest prayer to the sovereign 
Lord for his help and mercy, his guidance 
and comfort.

“Reconciliation Through Christ,” has 
been chosen as the theme for the 12th Bap
tist World Congress, meeting in Tokyo, Ja
pan, July 12-18, 1970.

Reconciliation is more than a matter of 
slogans and banners. It requires transformed 
lives. It is more than an emphasis for the 
Congress in Tokyo. It is an imperative for 
the world.

Josef Nordenhaug, the late beloved gen
eral secretary of the Baptist World Alliance 
1960-69, reminded us that reconciliation 
with God is at the heart of the gospel. God 
is not just the God of nature, but the God 
of history. His redemptive purpose came in
to focus in the incarnation, the cross, and 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

To become fully reconciled to God we 
must also be reconciled with our fellow 
men. This then is our mission, as a fellow
ship of Baptist believers, to demonstrate the 
righteousness and love of God revealed in 
Christ, and to call upon the people of 
every nation to be reconciled to God.

Now may the God of peace make us per
fect in every good work to do his will 
through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory 
forever and ever.
staff writer in the new Baptist Press Bureau 
in Richmond, working with the press office 
of the SBC Foreign Mission Board.
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Student

Tennessee News Briefs |
Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth C. Hubbard, 

Southern Baptist missionary appointees, 
have completed orientation at Callaway 
Gardens near Pine Mountain, Ga. They 
were scheduled to leave Dec. 27 for Kenya 
(address: Box 32, Limuru, Kenya, East 
Africa). Both are natives of Tennessee. 
Born in Flat Woods, he lived near Law
renceburg while growing up. She is the 
former Faye Walker of Milton. They were 
appointed by the Foreign Mission Board 
last May.

First church, White House, has called 
Ronald E. Cope as associate pastor. His re
sponsibilities will deal with music, youth, 
and visitation. He comes to White House 
from the Cottontown church, Bledsoe asso
ciation. Bobby E. Parker is pastor at White 
House.

Hardy Graham recently presented First 
church, Union City, with a house on the 
corner of Exchange and Morgan Streets, to 
be used for additional Sunday School space 
and ultimately for the sanctuary building 
program. The gift was given in memory of 
Dr. H. H. Boston. Graham previously 
gave the church a 30-foot strip of land to 
be utilized when Morgan Street is widened 
in connection with the building program. 
W. Fred Kendall, n, is pastor.

Lea Springs church, Grainger County 
association, reports two professions of faith 
and a number of rededications during their 
recent revival. Jack Day was the evangelist. 
Willard Ayers is pastor.

Adriel church, Grainger County associa
tion, reports one profession of faith, one 
renewal, and several rededications during 
their recent revival. Howard Hileman is 
pastor.

Prospect church, Fayetteville, recently 
ordained Roy Jones, Brady Key and Jerry 
Doming as deacons.

Dr. and Mrs. John D. Freeman, Southern 
Baptist missionary appointees to Thailand, 
are attending the 14-week missionary ori
entation program at Callaway Gardens near 
Pine Mountain, Ga. (address: P.O. Box 535, 
Pine Mountain, Ga.) A Texan, he was born 
in Corpus Christi and lived in Rockport 
while growing up. She is the former Nancy 
Davis, a native of Tennessee. Born in Nash
ville, she lived in Gallatin and Lexington 
while growing up. They were appointed by 
the Foreign Mission Board in August, 1969.

Rev. and Mrs. Wayne R. Maddox, South
ern Baptist missionary associate appointees 
to Okinawa, are attending a 14-week mis
sionary orientation program at Callaway 
Gardens near Pine Mountain, Ga. (address:

P.O. Box 535, Pine Mountain, Ga.) He is 
a native of Appalachia, Va. The former 
Dorothy Rogers, she was born in Etowah, 
and reared in Nashville. They were em
ployed by the Foreign Mission Board in 
December, 1969.

Dewie E. Williams has resigned as pastor 
of Fowlkes church, Dyer association, to be
come chaplain at the Arkansas State Peni
tentiary, Cummins Unit, Gould, Ark. He 
will be on the Warden’s staff and employed 
by the Department of Missions, Arkansas 
Baptist Convention. Williams is a certified 
professional chaplain with the American 
Protestant Hospital Association.

Sharon church, Knoxville, reports 31 
professions of faith, one by letter, and 50 
rededications during their recent revival. 
Wade Clemons was the evangelist. James 
A. Ivey is interim pastor.

I , -------------
I Shaping the 70's State Clinics

(Continued on page 5)
Judson—
Knox—Mar. 20
Lawrence—Feb. 23, First, Lawrenceburg;

Feb. 24, Highland Park
Loudon—Feb. 23, Calvary, Lenoir City 
Madison-Chester—Feb. 17, First, Jackson 
Maury—Feb. 23, First, Columbia 
McMinn—Feb. 27, Antioch 
McNairy—Feb. 17, First, Selmer 
Midland—Feb. 27, Cedar Grove 
Mulberry Gap—
Nashville—Feb. 16, 1st, Nashville, Grace; 

17-19, 23, Eastland, North Edgefield; 24, 
26, Donelson View, Grandview

New Duck River—Feb. 16, First, Shelby
ville

New River—
New Salem—Mar. 10, First, Carthage 
Nolachucky—
Northern—Mar. 6, Warwicks Chapel, 

Luttrell
Polk—Feb. 2, Benton
Riverside—Mar. 9
Robertson—Mar. 9, Springfield

New Literature Samples Available for Churches
NASHVILLE—For the first time, the Southern Baptist Sunday School Board 

here has produced sample church literature kits for Southern Baptist churches that 
want to have a preview of literature for the 1970’s.

The kits will be available in time for “Church Literature Selection Week,” 
slated for Southern Baptist churches June 15-21, 1970.

The materials will include a Sunday School kit with 20 pieces of literature, a 
Training Union kit with 13 pieces of literature, and a church music kit with three 
pieces of literature.

“The kits will contain samples which are representative of all the new series of 
literature for the quarter beginning October, 1970,” said James Clark, manager 
of the board’s church literature department.

Clark said churches may order the kits from the church literature department, 
Southern Baptist Sunday School Board, any time before June 1, 1970. (BP)

East Tennessee
Small College Retreat

By Glenn Yarbrough
“Christian Direction in the College Maze” 

is the theme for the East Tennessee Small 
School Retreat, set for Jan. 23-25. 
Baptist and other interested students from 
18 small colleges in East Tennessee have 
been invited to participate. None of the 
small campuses have a full time student 
director.

This is the first retreat aimed at min
istering to Baptist students on these small, 
private, and denominational campuses. Some 
2600 Baptist students are enrolled in these 
institutions of higher learning. The purpose 
of this retreat is to help the students live a 
“directed” life on campus.

The retreat will be held at Tellico Hunt
ing Lodge near Madisonville. Program Per
sonnel will include Glenn Yarbrough, State 
Student Secretary; Bill Lee, Student Director 
at University of Tennessee, Knoxville; and 
Les Werner, Student Director at University 
of Tennessee, Chattanooga. Jimmy Joseph, 
Area Director for Southeast Tennessee, has 
been the chief architect of the retreat.

Students interested in attending should 
contact the Student Department, Tennessee 
Baptist Convention, P. O. Box 647, Brent
wood, Tenn. 37027, immediately.

Salem—Feb. 23, Salem, Liberty 
Sequatchie Valley—Feb. 5-6, Norton 
Sevier—Feb. 23, First, Sevierville
Shelby—Feb. 16, Highland Hgts., LaBelle 

Haven, Frayser, Park Ave., and Whitten 
Memo.

Stewart—Mar. 17, Dover
Stone—Mar. 9
Sweetwater—Feb. 10, First, Madisonville
Tennessee Valley—Mar. 17
Truett—
Union—Feb. 17
Watauga—'Feb. 19, First, Elizabethton
Weakley—Feb. 16, First, Sharon
Western District—Mar. 12-13
William Carey—Feb. 23, 24, West End, 

Fayetteville
Wilson—Mar. 9, First, Watertown
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Mission 70 Conferees participate in slum renewal project. (HMB Photo)

Church Tells 'Dropouts' 
—Declare Your Status

CHARLOTTE, N.C.—Ascension Luther
an church, a Missouri Synod congregation, 
has notified each of its “dropouts” by regis
tered mail to clarify his status.

The church’s 693 members were notified 
by the elders Nov. 1 that some “painful 
surgery” was necessary to eliminate “dead 
wood,” described as “about 60 families, or 
about 125 adults.”

Now the “dropouts” have been called 
upon to make one of these four decisions:

—Return to the church and support it.
—Indicate where they wish their mem

bership transferred.
—Meet with the board of elders to de

clare their intentions.
—Admit that their faith is gone and have 

their names removed from the church mem
bership roll. (RNS)

Baptist Youngsters Work 
In Slums During Mission 70

ATLANTA—Herb Goree, a man with a 
mission, gazed toward the sewerage-filled 
stream in the slum neighborhood here.

“Why am I here?” he responded. “Blights 
like that—they’re one reason I’m here,” said 
the Negro community organizer for a 
neighborhood service center of Economic 
Opportunity Atlanta (EOA), local headquar
ters of the Office of Economic Opportunity.

The former building contractor jabbed 
his finger angrily at the smelly stream. “I 
saw my brother suffering and suddenly all 
the good things I had didn’t mean that much 
anymore, that’s why I’m here.”

The tall, lean, intense man turned toward 
the house behind him and smiled at the en
thusiastic young voices and vigorous slap
ping sounds of paint brushes.

“I guess you’re right,” he admitted. 
“Those kids and I do have something in 
common. We both care about the suffering 
of others. You know, if more groups like 
that really cared we could lick this ghetto 
problem.”

The teenagers at work in the small 
house were part of more than 4000 
college students and young adults from 
50 states and at least two foreign 
countries who descended on Atlanta, 
Dec. 28-31, for Mission 70, one of the 
most successful affairs ever conducted 
by Southern Baptists for young people.
During the week Mission 70 planners 

from Southern Baptist agencies confronted 
the youngsters with the role their faith must 
play in the 1970s. By the week’s end, ses
sions of the conference were drawing stand
ing ovations from the crowd and many 
youngsters, who came to scoff at the “in
effective church,” were leading the cheers.

In the midst of thought-provoking pre
sentations on human need in the 70s, the 

slum work projects generated mission ac
tion learning experience and balanced theory 
with deed.

Nearly 1000 youngsters not only worked 
but paid $2.00 apiece to help purchase 
supplies, and many ventured for the first 
time onto a frontier of human need.

Working in cooperation with EOA, the 
youngsters stepped from behind the shelter 
of middle class Christian communities and 
into the heart of interracial poverty and 
near poverty.

“Mission 70 and work in the slums” has 
made me aware there are needs in more 
places than I ever realized,” said Shirley 
Coble, a freshman at Penn Valley Junior 
College in Kansas City. “Jesus gave me the 
ability to work,” said the future missions 
candidate. “Mission 70 opened my eyes to 
many opportunities.”

Nineteen-year-old Linda Busby of the 
University of New Mexico sounded as if she 
had overheard Goree. “I’ve learned that 
total involvement means giving up some of 
the good things,” she said.

In the slums, groups of youngsters 
painted the home of a blind man and 
four operation Head Start centers, 
cleaned up distressed areas of the city 
and conducted health surveys. The proj
ects drew nationwide attention, includ
ing a seven-minute spot on Walter 
Cronkite’s evening news program on 
the Columbia Broadcasting System.
While the kids worked, Mission 70 of

ficials distributed about 1000 leftover box 
lunches to ghetto children, out of school for 
the holidays and without access to the 
public school lunch program.

A large number of the excess lunches 
originally planned for conference partici
pants, resulted from what one Mission 70 

spokesman called “a spontaneous Christian 
hunger strike” when some of the youngsters 
learned of plans to distribute any leftover 
lunches in the ghetto.

EOA officials were so enthused by the 
students’ zeal in the ghettos that they asked 
for students to help out on a continuing 
basis. (BP)

Deals a blow to liquor

WHISKEY AT THE 
WHEEL

The Scandal of Driving and 
Drinking
J. Marse Grant

Death on the highways is a 
major concern of every respon
sible citizen. This book attacks 
the problem. Factual reports of 
horrible tragedies caused by 
drunken driving are buttressed 
by supporting testimony from 
highway patrolmen and safety 
experts. There are testimonies, 
too, from pastors who have 
comforted the bereaved in such 
situations. (26b) $1.50
Published by

BROADMAN PRESS
See it at your Baptist Book Store

1010 Broadway, Nashville, Tenn. 
706 S. Gay Street, Knoxville, Tenn.

24 N. Second Street, Memphis, Tenn. 
724 Cherry Street, Chattanooga, Tenn.
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New H 043^

The Power of Positive Living by John 
Bisagno, Broadman, 60 pp.

Teaching Guide for Understanding Pre
schoolers by Robert A. Harty, Convention, 
24 pp.

The Cutting Edge compiled by H. C. 
Brown, Jr., Word, 130 pp., $4.95. Critical 
questions for contemporary Christians, vol. 
2.

The Children’s New Testament translated 
by Gleason Ledyard, Word, 628 pp., $6.95.

Walking With the Wind by Sallie Ches- 
ham, Word, 132 pp., $3.95.

In Search of Balance by Virginia R. Mol- 
lenkott, Word, 151 pp., $3.95.

Defrost Your Frozen Assets by C. W. 
Franke, Word, 147 pp., $3.95.

The Gutter and the Ghetto by Don Wilk
erson with Herm Weiskopf, Word, 179 pp., 
$4.95.

Fiber Glass Baptistries 
Repair Old and Build New

, Call 292-4029 or Write
Ashbaugh Fiber Glass

P.O. Box 894, Nashville, Tenn. 37202

AROUND THE WORLD TOUR 
Deluxe Tour With Bryan Tours 

JUNE 17—JULY 24, 1970
PLACES of historical and 
missionary interest . . .
Europe
Holy Land
Agara (Taj Mahal)
Osaka (Expo 70)
Hong Kong
Tokyo (Baptist

World Alliance) Dr. and Mrs. Stigler

Honolulu, and many other places of interest

COST: $100 downpayment 
Total $2475

INCLUDED: Best motels, meals, guides, 
transfers, basic tips, visa costs, airport 
taxes, etc. This is ta deluxe-luxury tour, 
not first class.
TOUR LEADERS: Dr. and Mrs. Leonard 
Stigler, 1680 East Broad Street, Colum
bus, Ohio 43203. Former pastor Grace, 
Nashville, 1946-1956. Past lO’/z years 
Secretary of Evangelism, Ohio.
FOR DETAILED INFORMATION: Write Dr. 
Stigler.

Struggle for Integrity by Walker L. 
Knight, Word, 182 pp, $4.95.

Psychology in the Psalms by Morris A. 
Inch, Word, 202 pp, $4.95.

Eight Days that Rocked the World by 
Wallace D. Chappell, Word, 90 pp, $2.95.

The Many Faces of Friendship by Eileen 
Guder, Word, 139 pp, $3.95.

Lectures on Preaching by Phillips Brooks, 
Baker, 281 pp, $2.95, paper.

Revelation and Inspiration by James Orr, 
Baker, 224 pp, $2.95, paper.

Contemporary Protestant Thought by C.
J. Curtis, 225 pp, $6.95.

Good News for Children by Sheri Dun
ham Haan, Baker, 240 pp, $4.95.

The Unique World of Women ... in 
Bible Times and Now by Eugenia Price, 
Zondervan, 245 pp, $3.95.

Pocket of Pebbles by Charles R. Hem
bree, Baker, 128 pp, $2.95.

Along Life’s Highway by Clarence E. 
Macartney, Baker, 103 pp, $2.95.

After the Riot and Other Debris by Ed 
Seabough, Broadman, 96 pp, paper.

Strength for Living by Leonard Sander
son, Broadman, 128 pp, paper.

Understanding Your Church’s Curricu
lum by Howard P. Cplson and Raymond 
M. Rigdon, Broadman, 160 pp, $3.95.

The Seven Last Words of Christ by Clem 
E. Bininger, Baker, 109 pp, $2.95.

Profile of the Son of Man by Ralph G. 
Turnbull, Baker, 160 pp, $3.95.

The Healing Power of the Bible by Agnes 
Sanford, Lippincott, 221 pp, $4.95.

For Missionaries Only by Joseph L. Can
non, Baker, 96 pp, $2.95.

Where the Action Is by Foy Valentine, 
Word, 192 pp, $4.95.

BocaeviHe, Attaflsas

At a price 
Any Church Can Afford 

Write or call 

NAME BROS. 
MFG.CO.

HU FMTIIIIE

Biggest Threat
The principal threat to the integrity of 

United States colleges and universities lies 
not in radical school activism, faculty dis- 
senion, the fragmentation of specialization, 
the threat of government control, or even 
the lack of money, said Dr. John H. Fisher 
of Columbia University’s Teachers College 
to the Southern Association of Colleges 
and Schools recently.

“The most serious problem our institu
tions face,” he said, “arises not from out
side troublemakers, but from uncertainty 
about institutional goals. Without reasonable 
agreement on purposes, it becomes impossi
ble to order priorities, to project programs, 
or to marshal resources with either effect 
or efficiency.”

For the past two decades most of our 
institutions, even some of the weakest, have 
been swept along by a rising tide of support 
for education. Buoyed up by the “national 
faith in education,” we have assumed that 
whatever was done in the name of educa
tion would be accepted in the faith.

But now a current of criticism, disillu
sionment, and dissatisfaction is running. 
There is impressive evidence that large 
numbers of thoughtful Americans are dis
appointed in the educational enterprise up
on which they depend so heavily.

To meet this challenge, Mr. "Fisher be
lieves educational institutions must:

(1) Become more truly educational.
(2) Become more responsive to national 

needs.

(3) Devise more satisfactory systems of 
internal governance.—Education Commis
sion, SBC.

Youth Sunday School Work compiled by 
Franklin Farmer, Convention, 147 pp, 
paper.

The Missions Tasks of a Church by Al
bert McClellan, Convention, 113 pp, paper.

Children’s Sunday School Work by Eu
gene Chamberlain and Robert G. Fulbright, 
Convention, 172 pp, paper.

Adults in Church Training by John A. 
Ishee, Convention, 131 pp, paper.

Adult Sunday School Work compiled by 
Charles R. Livingstone, 155 pp, paper.

Surgery of the Soul by William Standish 
Reed, Revell, 160 pp, $3.95.
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SBC Gifts Reach Operating 
Budget, Miss Capital Needs

NASHVILLE—The Southern Baptist Convention ended 1969 with Cooperative Pro
gram unified budget contributions of $27,433,440—surpassing the operating budget 
and paying all of the capital needs held over from 1968, but still about $650,000 short 
of the 1969 capital needs.

The $27.4 million did provide $149,891 of the $800,000 approved capital need 
(building construction) allocation, but the amount was $650,109 short of the funds re
quired to meet the total 1969 SBC budget of $28,083,549.

Though the amount was short of the total 
budget needs, Cooperative Program contri
butions for 1969 exceeded the 1968 gifts 
by $1,455,970, or 5.6 per cent. Compara
tively, during 1968 the percentage of in
crease over 1967 gifts was only 3.21 per 
cent.

Porter W. Routh, executive secretary of 
the SBC Executive Committee, said here he 
felt the 5.6 per cent increase was significant, 
and noted “continued confidence in the Co
operative Program” by Baptists throughout 
the nation. Routh’s office receives and chan
nels the contributions to the 19 SBC agen
cies receiving the funds.

5.6 Per Cent Gain
“We are grateful that increases in Coop

erative Program funds from 25 of the 31 
state conventions made it possible to report 
a 5.6 per cent increase over 1968,” Routh 
said.

“We must have a six per cent increase 
in 1970 if we are to pay the operating funds 
voted for 1970, the $650,109 due on 1969 
capital funds, and the $1,050,000 already 
voted by the SBC for capital funds for the 
agencies in 1970,” Routh added.

“We join with all Baptists in praying that 
these greatly needed resources might be pro
vided in this first year of the new decade,” 
he said.

Under convention approved procedure, 
the $650,000 in unmet 1969 capital needs 
will automatically be added on to the 1970 
SBC operating budget of $27,158,119 and 
the 1970 capital needs of more than $1 
million.

It was the second time in eight years 
that the convention did not receive 
enough to go over the total operating 
and capital needs goals. In 1968, for 
the first time since 1962, the SBC was 
$722,530 short of capital needs, and 
that amount was added on to the 1969 
budget goal.
In addition to the $27.4 million in Co

operative Program contributions supporting 
19 SBC agencies, Southern Baptists gave a 
total of $22,297,719 to designated, specific 
Southern Baptist mission, educational and 
benevolent causes during 1969.

The $27.4 million in Cooperative Pro
gram gifts and $22.3 million in designated 
contribution provided a grand total of $49,- 
731,159 for world mission causes of the 
SBC.

The grand total $49.7 million was an 
increase of $2.4 million or 5.07 per cent 
over the grand total for 1968.

Designated giving did not increase as 
much as Cooperative Program gifts during 
1969. While Cooperative Program gifts 
were up 5.07 per cent, designations rose 
4.42 per cent.
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William C. Crabtree
Phone: 472-1721
Josh Thomas
Phone: 476-4512
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Homer L. Chester
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Raymond M. Rye 
Phone: 289-3494 
HARROGATE: 
Rudolph B. Clark 
Phone: 869-3646
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Powers Smith
P. 0. Box 162, Hwy. 51 So. 
Office Phone: 738-5110 
Home Phone: 738-4761 
HIXSON: 
Ralph Baxter 
Phone: 877-3216 
JACKSON: 
Raymond W. Rlcherson 
Phone: 422-1531 
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Keith V. Rains 
Phone 879-6225 
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Charles Mantooth 
Ralph C. Sharp 
2011 Magnolia Ave. 
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Agencies available throughout the State of Tennessee and Kentucky. Insurance experi
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Of the $49.7 million total, $30.6 million 
went to support Southern Baptist foreign 
mission efforts, and $10.9 million went to 
home mission programs. Seven seminaries 
received $5.5 million.

Other SBC agencies and the total amounts 
received in 1969 include the Annuity (re
tirement) Board, $126,292; Foundation, 
$80,237; two hospitals, $77,379; Brother
hood (laymen’s) Commission, $264,887; 
Christian Life Commission, $172,038; Edu
cation Commission, $125,111; Historical 
Commission, $102,082; Radio-TV Commis
sion, $1.2 million; Stewardship Commission, 
$83,172; and Public Affairs Committee, 
$111,492.

The end of the year report from the SBC 
Executive Committee includes amounts giv
en to national and world wide Southern 
mission efforts, and does not include state 
and local mission gifts by Baptists. (BP)
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Home Phone: 363-1285 
Ken Witt 
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Home Phone: 363-5924 
MILLINGTON: 
Charles C. Hollingsworth 
MURFREESBORO: 
Thomas D. Farmer 
Phone: 893-5064 
Woodrow Medlock 
Phone: 893-7047 
NASHVILLE State Office: 
1007 Murfreesboro Rd. 
Phone: 244-2485 
Ray R. Jenkins, State Mgr. 
Roy Andes 
Frank E. Earles 
Wm. Cecil Griffith 
Bob Dorsey 
Phone: 227-6825 
Raymond Terry 
Phone: 883-8775
OOLTEWAH:
Wendell P. Bryant 
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Melcolm A. Bell 
Phone: 456-2110 
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William C. Hairston, Jr. 
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Minister to Sunset Strip 
Begins Trek to Washington

HOLLYWOOD, Calif.—Arthur Blessitt, a 
Southern Baptist evangelist known popularly 
as the “minister of Sunset Strip,” has started 
a 3000 mile march to the nation’s capital, 
carrying enroute an 80-pound wooden cross 
and calling America to spiritual revival.

Blessitt, founder of a “gospel nightclub” 
named “His Place” where he operates a 
ministry to hippies, drug addicts, motorcycle 
riders, tennyboppers and topless dancers, 
said the purpose of his “pilgrimage” is “to 
emphasize the need for a spiritual awaken
ing throughout America.”

“The cross shall represent the crisis of 
our nation, and the Christ of the crisis,” 
Blessitt said. “We shall walk, signifying the 
simplicity of the message and person of 
Jesus Christ.”

Blessitt is being accompanied on the 
journey by his wife Sherry, and their 
three children, ages five to six months 
and four young men who will take

WHAT ARE RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONAL BONDS ?
A means of bringing people together... people 
who have money to invest and people who need 
money for building churches and institutions. 
Guaranty Bond gets the two together, under
writes the loan for the building, and then offers 
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Exclusive Underwriters of
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P.O. Box 603, Nashville, Tenn. 37203
Please send information about bonds that pay up 
to 7% without obligation! I am interested in 
investing $for years.

Name ____________________________________
Address______________________________________
City__________ ...___________________________
State_______________ ________________________
Z i p Ph one

turns in pairs carrying the 10-foot, 
roughhewn cross. Blessitt will carry the 
cross into each city they reach.
Two camper trailers, one pulled by a car 

driven by Blessitt’s wife and carrying their 
three youngsters, will pace the walkers.

Blessitt, an evangelist with a flair for the 
dramatic, said that he was not making the 
journey for publicity. He said he made no 
advance announcement of his departure on 
Christmas day because he didn’t want the 
complications of undue publicity.

The 29-year-old evangelist, a native of 
Mississippi, spent 28 days last summer 
chained to the same 80 pound cross he will 
carry on the trip. He fasted for the entire 
four weeks. He said he did this to protest 
his eviction from the building housing “His 
Place.” Later, he was able to raise funds 
to move to a new location.

During his six-month march to Washing
ton, Blessitt will lead several city-wide evan
gelistic rallies along the way. Spots on the 
route include Phoenix, Ariz.; Albuquerque, 
N. M.; Amarillo, Tex.; Oklahoma City, 
Tulsa, Okla.; Springfield, Mo.; St. Louis, 
Louisville, and Cincinnati.

The trip will come to a climax July 18-19 
in Washington, D.C., with plans for a mass 
prayer rally at the Washington Monument.

Blessitt said he hoped a half-million 
Christians would attend the rally. 
Each person attending was requested to 
“bring a Bible, a flower, and two gifts 
—one to give personally in D.C., and 
one gift to put on the lawn of the De
partment of Health, Education, and 
Welfare for them to give out.”
He asked that during the six months of 

the walk, Christians everywhere pray one 
hour each day for spiritual revival in Amer
ica, to “rap (talk) about Jesus daily,” to 
“receive soul food” (read the Bible) daily; 
and to “lend a hand to a needy friend.”

— 1 , ................. ................ .1 ■ ■ ■ ■■

r

WANTED: Minister of Education and 
Music. Write Giving Qualifications and 
Experience. Jack May, 204 Akers Street, 
Kingsport, Tenn. 37665.

Those who will not be able to attend the 
mass rally in Washington next July were 
asked to keep their churches open July 18- 
19 for prayer, to have fellowship prayer 
meetings and brotherhood projects of com
munity help for the needy, and to give a 
local gift and send a gift to the Department 
of Health, Education, and Welfare for them 
to give out.

(Blessitt did not indicate what arrange
ments, if any, he had made with Washington 
officials for use of the Washington Monu
ment area for his rally, or with Health, Edu
cation, and Welfare officials for distribution 
of the gifts.)

He said that a daily telegram would be 
sent to President Nixon during the hike, 
but did not indicate the nature of the tele
grams. (BP)

Arizona Board Sells 
$5!4 Million Hospital

PHOENIX, Ariz.—The Executive Board 
of the Arizona Southern Baptist Convention 
voted 18-3 here to sell the Baptist Hospital 
of Phoenix to a local corporation for $514 
million.

The hospital was bought by the James 
Allen Guinn Jr., Charitable Foundation, 
which agreed to assume the hospital’s $2,- 
825,000 liabilities, pay the convention $2.4 
million for its equity in the hospital.

Last November, the messengers to the 
annual Arizona convention voted to sell 
three of the state Baptist hospitals, and pro
vided that 40 per cent of any funds received 
in the hospital sales would go to Grand 
Canyon college, the convention-owned 
school in Phoenix.

The Phoenix hospital is the first of the 
three to be sold following the convention 
action.

In other major related action, the Ari
zona Baptist board voted to set aside the 60 
per cent income from the hospital sales not 
going to the school to establish an adequate 
ready cash reserve for the convention’s 
church loan and church bond funds. (BP)
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South Carolina Pastor 
Named To Welfare Post

COLUMBIA, S. C.—R. Archie Ellis, 
pastor of the 4000-member First Baptist 
church here for nearly 17 years, has re
signed to accept appointment to a top state 
welfare position.

Ellis said in his resignation that he would 
become on April 1 the deputy director of 
the South Carolina Department of Public 
Welfare “with the understanding that I will 
succeed Dr. Arthur Rivers as director of the 
department on July 1.”

Ellis is a former chairman of the admin
istrative subcommittee for the SBC Execu
tive Committee. He said in his resignation 
that he was not leaving the ministry, simply 
changing the direction of his ministry.

“From the day I announced to my home 
church that I felt called to the ministry, I 
have had no thought other than to serve the 
church and humanity, and the fact that I am 
changing the direction of my ministry is no 
less an expression of my original commit
ment,” Ellis said in a statement read to 
members of the church.

His resignation was to be effective March 
31, with a request that the church release 
him from duties on Feb. 28. (BP)

Letter to the Editor
Dear Sir:

During the month of February people from all 
walks of life will pause for a moment to observe 
the birthdays of two great Presidents. It may not 
be generally known but the only two living former 
Executive Secretary-Treasurers of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention also have birthdays next 
month.

Dr. Chas. W. Pope will celebrate his 80th 
birthday on Feb. 16. He served Tennessee Bap
tists for 14 years (1942-1956), and before that 
was pastor of the First Baptist church, Jefferson 

’City, for 15 years. Since his retirement he and 
Mrs. Pope have made their home at 40 Bowdon 
Street, Tallapoosa, Ga. Dr. Pope is still quite 
active. He supplies pulpits, serves as interim pas
tor, and conducts revivals.

Dr. John D. Freeman, who served as Executive 
Secretary-Treasurer, from July 1933 to November 
1942, will observe his 86th birthday on Feb. 25. 
He is still going strong, serving as Senior Minister 
at Belmont Heights church, Nashville. His address 
is: 1806 Ashwood Avenue, Nashville.

Both men deserve all the honors we can heap 
upon them while they are yet with us. Their 
service to Tennessee Baptists is incalculable. I plan 
to send each of them a birthday card and an 
expression of my personal appreciation for the 
inspiration they have brought to my life. I hope 
at least a hundred others will do likewise.

Fraternally,
Edwin E. Deusner
First Baptist Church
Lexington, Tennessee

Ed. Note: We concur wholeheartedly!

Australian World Tour
June 29-July 26, 1970 . . . $2495

Munich, Taj Mahal, Bangkok, Hong Hong, Osaka- 
Fair, Kyoto, TOKYO-ALLIANCE, Manila, Australia, 
Honolulu, OPT. TO ALASKA $195. BAGGOTT TOURS, 
1227 N. Decatur Rd., Atlanta, Ga. 30303

Why a New Grouping-Grading Plan?
In order to communicate properly, not 

only must the “what’s” be stated, but the 
“why’s” must be answered. Stating the 
“what’s” is easier, but “why” did the “what” 
take place? The “why’s” are critical factors. 
The purpose of this article is to state the 
“what” and then provide the critical “why.”

The new grouping-grading plan is a 
“what.” Let’s look at some of the “why’s.”

1. To provide a system of grouping
grading that is flexible enough to apply to 
all sizes of churches.

Shaping the 70's 
Promotion Plan

A deep conviction on the part of de
nominational leadership that said, “The 
shape of the 70’s need not be the shape of 
the 60’s if the church performs its mission 
NOW!” motivated the greatest grass roots 
study ever done. Forty study groups, com
prised of fifteen persons each, made up 
the teams that were assigned the task of 
conducting studies to outline the basic areas 
of work for the church.

Purpose.—To discover and accept during 
the 70’s better personal understandings of 
the gospel and apply these insights creative
ly in shaping every area of life in our rev
olutionary world.

Scope.—Three aspects characterize the 
scope of the 70 Onward emphasis:

1. Openness of the individual to God’s 
leading into new responses to modern man.

2. Mobility of organization structures 
in responding to the realities of emerging 
social patterns.

3. Flexibility of methods to meet the 
challenges of a revolutionary world.

Emphasis span.—The 70 Onward empha
sis began October 1, 1969, and will continue 
through September 30, 1979. This period 
is divided into two phases—one of four 
years and one of six years.

Central theme.—The central theme for 
the entire decade will express the idea of 
shaping the 70’s through living creatively 
the spirit of Christ.

The big question always is, “How shall 
these objectives be implemented?” Ultimate
ly, of course, they must be accomplished 
through the churches; but a means of ac
complishment is correlation of the total de
nominational effort. The most extensive 
promotion plan ever devised by the agen
cies of the Southern Baptist Convention has 
been put together to try to achieve all these 
objectives. The 70’s promotion plan is 
threefold:

1. A Shaping the 70’s conference in every 
state convention.

2. A Shaping the 70’s clinic in every 
association.

3. A Shaping the 70’s preparation period 
in every church.

This training is expected to involve more 
than 10,000 people in the state conferences, 
250,000 in the associational clinics, and 
1,000,000 in the churches.

2. To provide a system of grouping
grading that is flexible enough that program 
materials, curriculum, and supporting prod
ucts can be made available for use

3. To allow for subdivisions easily, 
naturally, and logically into classes, units, 
departments, etc.

4. To provide for many combinations for 
grouping within each age division.

5. To be able to isolate areas of personal 
need and provide the structure for minister
ing to these needs. The new grouping-grad
ing plan is narrow enough to accomplish 
this objective.

6. To resolve many present grouping
grading problems.

7. To encourage organizational expan
sion.

8. To provide a church with the simplest 
framework for cooperative planning by all 
the church program organizations.

9. To provide division boundaries that 
are universally accepted milestoness in life.

10. To make it easier for the church to 
reach and hold the participants in the pro
gram activities.

11. To provide the church with a sys
tematic approach for all program activities.

12. To guarantee that responsibility is 
fixed on certain individuals for maintaining 
program activities.

13. To provide individual advancement.
14. To provide for individual growth.

(Sunday School Bulletin)
. ...................................................................................................................................................................... .

I Criswell's
| New Book ...

I An optimistic personal testimony 1 
| of W. A. Criswell’s first year as | 
I Convention president. He speaks | 
I with candor concerning the con- | 
| troversy over his first Broadman I 
I book, with confidence over the | 
I church, and with discerning Chris- I 
I tian frankness about today’s racial | 
I problems. (26b) $3.50 1
1 also by Dr. Criswell . . .
I Why I Preach That the Bible Is I 
I Literally True $3.50 |
i I
I Available at your
| Baptist Book Store
I Published by Broadman Press [ 
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Sunday School Lesson for January 18, 1970—By W. R. White 
Life and Work Series

SALVATION IS BY FAITH
Basic Passage: Romans 4:1-25
Focal Passage: Romans 4-13-25

If we assert that salvation is by faith we 
need to understand the scriptural concept 
of saving faith. Then we will be on safe 
ground.

It is not intellectual assent to the fact of 
God’s existence or Christ’s deity. The devils 
and demons confess as much. It is not belief 
that goes before repentance but after. This 
kind of faith is essential and assumed but 
is not pivotal or terminal.

Saving faith is trust in and committal to a 
person to do something for us, which we 
confess that we cannot do for ourselves.

Saving faith is an active factor not a pas
sive fact. It is living, energetic, and produc
tive. Its reality or genuineness is evidenced 
by certain fruits. Those fruits are not saving 
faith but are its verifying credentials. A dead 
faith is not productive. Faith’s productivity 
does not make it a living faith but shows 
that it is a living belief.

Saving faith is a part of the process of 
true repentance. Intellectual belief precedes 
repentance but does not necessarily issue 
in repentance. Real repentance includes sav
ing faith. There is no such thing as saving 
faith apart from repentance. True repen
tance is a reversal from something to some
thing. It is facing about from sin and self
help to Christ and divine help.

RIGHTEOUSNESS BY GRACE THROUGH 
FAITH Romans 4:13-17

There was a strong tenacious conviction 
among the Jews that righteousness came by 
law. Even Gentiles believe that the righ
teousness which saves comes by living up to 
certain holy standards or at least by a sin
cere effort in that direction.

There is a righteousness that can be put 
to our account or credit. It is the perfect 
righteousness of Christ Jesus. It must be ac
cepted by faith. Abraham was justified by 
faith not by law. This thought was very sig
nificant to Jews.

If saving righteousness could come by 
law it would obviate the necessity of faith 
and would nullify salvation by grace. There
fore salvation is by faith that it might be of 
grace. Faith has no merit of itself but places 
the merit on its object—God in Christ.

FAITH IS DEPENDING ON GOD'S 
PROMISE Romans 4:18-22

Abraham had far less grounds for faith 
than later Bible characters. God’s promises 
seemed to run counter to all appearances 
and the logic of facts existing at the time.

This strange pioneer of the faith emerges 
out of idolatry, superstition, and polytheism 
with no pattern or path to guide him. Yet 
he comes out of it and makes a great ad

venture. He staggered not at appearances 
or difficulties. He had a powerful conviction 
as to the integrity and ability of Jehovah. 
Some inner light gave him a profound as
surance. He acted on it.

God who created nature knows its pro
cesses. He can revitalize dead cells by a 
process known to him not yet understood by 
man. He is superior to the ordinary pro
cesses which we observe but not contrary 
to them.

This marvelous faith caused God to put 
to his credit redeeming righteousness. It is 
the righteousness which Christ achieved, 
the Father imputes, and the Holy Spirit 
imparts.

ABRAHAM'S FAITH INSPIRED OURS 
Romans 4:22-25

Abraham believed that God could raise 
the dead if necessary to keep His promise. 
We believe that God kept His promise in 
raising Jesus from the dead.

We will have divine righteousness put to 
our credit if we believe that Christ died for 
our sins and was raised for our justification. 
If we believe in our hearts that God raised 
Him from the dead we shall be saved.

We have observed that a perfect righ
teousness has been credited to our account 
before God when we truly believed. We 
must remember that tiie Holy Spirit changes 
our basic disposition or the center of our 
being and begins at once the process of 
sanctification in us. That is, He gradually 
imparts the righteousness of Christ to our 
character. Evidence to the world of imputed 
righteousness is the appearance of imparted 
Christlike righteousness in our lives.

“Do you suppose the Willoughby’s know 
something we don’t?”

1600 Attend Largest Baptist 
Illinois Youth Conference

SPRINGFIELD, Hl.—More than 1600 
teenagers and adult counselors attended the 
Youth Evangelism Conference here spon
sored by Illinois Baptists, making it the 
largest youth meeting ever held by Baptists 
in the state.

James A. Ponder, evangelism secretary 
for the state convention who was director 
for the conference, said the attendance ex
ceeded the convention’s annual evangelism 
conference, which usually attracts the larg
est crowds in the convention.

The weekend meeting put strong empha
sis on music and testimonies of youth, with 
several Christian folk musical presentations. 
One of the major musical groups participa
ting was a trio from Louisiana College, 
Pineville, La., called “We Three Kings.”

Major speaker was Ron Hutchcraft, di
rector of Chicagoland Youth For Christ, 
who told the youth that the traditional 
methods and old chiches of evangelism 
would not work in youth evangelism today.

A former Miss Illinois, Suzanne Johnson 
of Wilmette, Ill., sang and spoke to the 
crowd. She had just returned from enter
taining 50,000 servicemen in Vietnam, trav
eling to the battlefields with Oswald Hoff
man, speaker for the Lutheran Hour.

It was the second youth evangelism con
ference held by Illinois Baptists. Attendance 
this year doubled from the previous year’s 
800 persons (BP)

Baptist-Jewish Dialogue 
Featured On NBC Radio

FORT WORTH—Conversations between 
Baptist and Jewish leaders will be featured 
during the four January “Faith In Action” 
radio programs carried each Sunday by the 
National Broadcasting Co.

In the first of the Sunday NBC network 
programs, Joseph R. Estes of the Southern 
Baptist Home Mission Board’s department 
of work with non-evangelicals and Rabbi 
Marc H. Tanenbaum of the American Jew
ish Committee discuss the Jewish-Baptist 
Scholars Conference held in Louisville last 
August.

The last three programs revolve around 
the final session of the conference, which 
related to “religion and social responsibili
ty.” They consist of excerpts from speeches 
made at the conference, as well as introduc
tions and discussions by Estes and Rabbi 
Tanenbaum.

The series, a cooperative production of 
NBC and the Southern Baptist Radio and 
Television Commission here reflects progress 
made at the conference by representatives 
of the two religious groups, both with 
strong moral beliefs, toward agreement on 
areas in which they can work together. (BP)
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On Matters of

Executive Secretary

Kendall

By W. Fred Kendall
It is good to have enjoyed the holidays 

of Christmas and the New Year. We are 
grateful for the opportunity to be with 

loved ones and to have 
a few days of vaction 
and the relaxation from 
the heavy demands and 
responsibilities of the 
tasks we face day by day. 
we are grateful for so 
many expressions of 
friendship and for the 
opportunity of working 
with such a fine group of 
Christ’s people as Ten
nessee Baptists.

We are now starting
the new decade which has been approached 
with so much detailed planning. It is inter
esting to note the reaction almost every
where to the passing of the decade of the 
60’s. One of the columnists in one of the 
daily papers I read paid his tribute to the 
60’s with this statement, “Goodbye, you 
bum.” Those who have evaluated the last 
decade have all appraised it as a sad one 
marked with many, very dark hours and 
many tragedies.

It was an era that was marked with the 
scars of man’s sins and of his rebellion 
against God. Church attendance declined. 
Atheism and unbelief have made the head
lines. Secularism with materialism have be
come the centers of interest and devotion 
by too many. Great social problems have 
been brought to the front by the great 
population growth and the continued in
flation in our economic structure.

But we have heard all of these problems 
and have seen so much that has been writ
ten about them. We want to emphasize that 
the 70’s afford the churches the greatest 
opportunity that they have had in many 
years for great spiritual renewal. Every
where there seems to be signs pointing to 
the fact that people want something that is 
better. In an evaluation by a panel of news 
commentators just before the new year, 
one of them observed that we must return 
to religion. He affirmed the fact that one 
of our big problems had been the turning 
aside of the great truths of the revelation 
of God in the Judeo-Christian religions and 
the Bible. This same sentiment is being ex
pressed elsewhere. Many are saying that so 
much of that which has been getting the 
center of attention for the last few years 
is spiritually bankrupt and has nothing to 
offer but greater problems and greater sor
rows.

Let us be about our Father’s business 
through this year with a dedication and a 
faith which we have not had during the

By Dr. B. David Edens, 
Director, Marriage and 
Family Program 
Stephens College 
Columbia, Missouri 65201

Accidents Ofttimes Are
No Accident

“Let’s kick that bad stone that tripped 
Robin!” This ancient ritual may divert Rob
in’s attention from his bleeding knee but it 
also instills a dangerous attitude toward 
accidents, warns Dr. Hollis S. Ingraham of 
the N. Y. State Dept, of Health.

Hurts don’t just happen, they are usually 
caused by carelessness, he reminds.

“The parent who ‘spanks’ the table that a 
toddler has bumped into, or who soothes a 
hurting child with a cookie, is giving the 
youngster a foolish and dangerous notion 
about accident causation,” says the commis
sioner. “This only teaches children that 
‘other things’ and not they are responsible 
for their misery.”

Safe behavior must be taught item by 
item, he stresses. Help your child to see that 
almost every time he receives an injury from 
some minor scrape, he himself had some 
part in causing the incident. He won’t grow 
into an accident-prone adult who is con
vinced of the malevolence of the inanimate.

Billy Graham 2nd, Pope 9th 
In 'Most Admired' Poll

PRINCETON, N. J.—President Richard 
M. Nixon placed first and evangelist Billy 
Graham second in the Gallup Poll’s “Most 
Admired Man” list for 1969.

Third was Vice President Spiro T. Ag
new. Pope Paul VI was ninth.

The results were based on interviews with 
1,511 adults, both men and women, during 
November. The two-part question asked: 
“What man that you have heard or read 
about, living today do you admire the most? 
Who is your second choice?”

President Nixon received 347 first and 
second place votes, more than twice as 
many as Mr. Graham who received 127. 
Mr. Agnew had 115 votes.

Following the Vice President, in order, 
were: former President Lyndon Johnson, 
Senator Edward M. Kennedy, former Vice 
President Hubert Humphrey, former Pres
ident Harry Truman; George C. Wallace of 
Alabama, Pope Paul and Senator Edmund 
S. Muskie. (RNS)

60’s. The future is as bright as the promises 
of God. Let us work to make this a decade 
of great spiritual renewal and revival that 
will drive away the dark clouds of the 60’s 
with the brighter future in the center of 
Christ’s will.

Historically
From the files

50 YEARS AGO
The Baptist Tabernacle of Atlanta, 

Ga., burned the $111,000 mortgage 
note which pressed heavily on the 
congregation for nine years. On hand 
for the occasion were: Pastor John 
W. Ham; Dr. Len G. Broughton, foun
der and organizer; governor of the 
state; and the mayor of Atlanta. In 
22 months 620 persons have joined 
the church. In the Southern Baptist 
Convention $75,000,000 campaign, 
the church went $8000 beyond its goal 
of $50,000.

20 YEARS AGO
Four Baptist agencies and institu

tions were the recipients of $30,000 
from a mysterious “Mr. X” of Jack- 
son. The beneficiaries were: the 
Home Mission Board, Atlanta, Ga.; 
the Foreign Mission Board, Rich
mond, Va.; the General Association 
of Kentucky Baptists; and Clear Creek 
Mountain Preachers’ School, Pineville, 
Ky.

10 YEARS AGO
Cooperative Program receipts to i 

support the work of the Southern Bap- i 
tist Convention reached a record $17,- 
101,216 during 1959. Total gifts, in- ; 
eluding both designated and undesig
nated, amounted to $27,475,124. The 
convention’s Cooperative Program 
budget for 1959 was $15,000,000. The 
previous high was the 1958 total of 
$15,598,909.

Little Rock Pastor To Head 
State Convention Board

LITTLE ROCK—The Rev. W. O. 
Vaught, pastor of Immanuel Baptist church 
here, was elected president of the Arkansas 
Baptist Convention’s executive board in a 
poll of board members made by mail.

His opponent in the election was the Rev. 
Dillard Miller, pastor of First Baptist church 
at Mena.

Dr. Charles H. Ashcraft, executive secre
tary, said the election is normally held at a 
special board meeting following the annual 
convention.

Lack of a quorum prevented a vote in 
November, he said. (RNS)
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MISSIONARY EXPRESSES SYMPATHY: Phan Huu Thue (with elbows on 
counter) receives sympathy from Vietnamese friends and Samuel F. Longbot- 
tom, Jr. (left). Southern Baptist missionary. Five of Thue’s six children died 
when bis house was destroyed by Viet Cong shortly after midnight in one of 
two recent attacks on the village of Trai Mat, located near Dalat, South Viet
nam. Relief funds were provided by Southern Baptists. (BP) Photo by H. Earl 
Bengs, Jr.

Viet Cong Terror Provides 
Opportunity For Ministry

DALAT, South Vietnam—A stunned and 
grieving father stood limply against a coun
ter in his friend’s small shop and received 
a few dollars of relief money from a South
ern Baptist missionary.

Across the street another stood on the 
floor of what used to be his home and shop. 
He received the promise of a new electric 
sewing machine.

The homes of both were destroyed by 
Viet Cong less than a week before. The first 
man, Phan Huu Thue, lost five of his six 
children in the blast which left only rubble 
of his house and damaged several nearby 
buildings, including the reading room main
tained by Baptists. His injured wife was in 
a hospital.

The wife of the second, Thian Nhu Anh, 
was also in a hospital. Five persons were 
wounded by the mortar which destroyed his 
tailor shop and house.

An adult member of another family was 
killed and several additional persons were 
injured in the same foray.

Money For Sewing Machine
This was the second recent attack on 

Trai Mat, village of 3000 on the outskirts 
of Dalat, a resort city of 82,000 in the 
mountains of central South Vietnam.

When the second attack came on Trai 
Mat, Samuel F. Longbottom, Jr., Southern 
Baptist missionary and evangelism adviser 
in the area, had about $200 in relief money 
on hand, so he took part of it to the stricken 
father.

He was accompanied by Doan Xuan Huy, 
Dalat policeman and Baptist lay preacher, 
H. Earl Bengs, Jr., missionary studying the 
Vietnamese language (Southern Baptist mis
sionaries to Vietnam study language in Da
lat), and Walter A. Routh, Jr., missionary in 
the Camranh Bay area.

The small English-speaking congregation 
in Dalat, made up mostly of Southern Bap
tist missionaries and their children, gave 
money for the sewing machine for Anh. He 
lost two machines in the explosion.

Missionary Longbottom is known to the 
people of Trai Mat, for he goes there often 
to preach on the street corner near the de
stroyed home. He helped Dalat Baptists 
open the reading room one block away.

The walls of the building in which the 
room is located are cracked from top to 
bottom. It is not likely that it can reopen 
in its present location.

That evening at a missionary fellowship 
in his home, Longbottom appeared tor
mented by the plight of the people of Trai 
Mat. The next day he went back to check 
on the injured.

There is no Christian church of any kind 
in Trai Mat. A large Cao Dai temple stands 
on a nearby hill. (Cao Dai, a curious blend 
of religion and politics, came out of ortho
dox Buddhism.)

People Not Christians
The people of Trai Mat are not Chris

tians, and they and others in the Dalat area 
are harder to reach with the gospel than 
the uprooted refugees of some areas of 
South Vietnam.

The contrast seemed obvious, however, 
between the kind-eyed missionaries who 
come with a little wad of money for neces
sities or to check on injured relatives or 
friends, and the Viet Cong—who destroy 
their homes, kill their babies, and kidnap 
their teenage boys for guerrilla warfare.

The relief money which Longbottom had 
as station chairman for the missionaries of 
Dalat was part of $20,000 which Southern 
Baptists have made available since 1963 
for the relief of suffering in South Vietnam. 
Most of the money has been used.

The small, isolated incident of relief at 
Trai Mat is part of the social work minis
tries of Vietnamese Baptists and Southern 
Baptist missionaries as they attempt, in the 
midst of a complex and devastating war, to 
express their Christian love for the be
reaved, homeless, orphaned, maimed, dis
placed, and hungry people of South Viet
nam.

Vietnamese Baptists and missionaries 
want to develop a strategy for continuing 
Christian social ministries, but to do so they 
must have someone trained in social work 
to help them in the planning and execution 
of such a program.

The Vietnam Baptist Mission, the orga
nization of Southern Baptist missionaries, 
has asked the Foreign Mission Board to 
appoint a social worker for career mission
ary service.

The need is so urgent that they are re
questing the board to send such a specialist 
for one or two years to help the mission
aries, in English while the career missionary 
is in language school. (BP)
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