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DEVOTIONAL

THE DISTURBING CHRIST
(Matthew 21:10)

By Charles Treadway 
Baptist Sunday School Board

When Jesus made his triumphal entry in
to Jerusalem he greatly disturbed the peo
ple of that great city. They cried “Hozanna” 

to him, but many joined 
a few days later with 
those who shouted, Cru
cify him.” When they 
discovered they could 
not fit him into their 
schemes they demanded, 
“Away with him.”

They crucified him 
but they could not halt 
his continued march to 
victory. They associated 
him with the criminals 
but they could not de
fame him nor take away 

his purity and power. They called him King 
to mock him but could not rob him of his 
majesty and glory.

He was put on a cross on a hill to make 
him and his death repulsive, but more build
ings, pictures, poems and books have been 
dedicated to him than any other. They
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stretched him out to make him appear help
less, but the world loved him that way and 
was drawn to him. With his arms out
stretched he encircled all the sick, the suf
fering, the poor and the lonely, the broken 
hearted, the dying and the helpless.

They mutilated his hands and his sides to 
make people eager to forget, but soon they 
were repeating, “This is my body broken 
for you—this is my blood shed for you.” 
They killed him but it only bore out and 
underscored his words, “If I go, I will 
come again.” By his death they only set him 
loose in the whole world.

Yes, Jesus was and is the disturbing 
Christ. People, cities, and nations have been 
moved, stirred, and disturbed because he 
came. He disturbed Herod the Great, the 
Rich Young Ruler, Nicodemus, Zacchaeus, 
the twelve disciples, the woman at the well, 
and the apostle Paul. He disturbed Jerusa
lem, Chorazin, Bethsaida, Athens, Corinth 
and Rome. He disturbed the Roman Em
pire, the countries of Europe, the British 
Empire, and our United States of America. 
He has moved and disturbed them all.

Christ disturbs men because of his purity. 
Three men died on Calvary, two because 
they were too bad, but'one because he was 
too good. Men look at Christ and are never 
satisfied with themselves again until they 
strive to be like him.

By his power he disturbs us. Even the 
demons are subject unto him. He alone can 
change lives and make them anew. The ul
timate victory has always been his.

He disturbs men by his promises. His 
entry into Jerusalem was not a triumphal 
one. It was a royal entry, for he rode upon 
a colt as the symbol of peace. But Christ 
has promised that one day he will come in 
victory. And when he comes he has prom
ised to cast out the unfaithful and reward 
those who have faithfully followed him.

May Christ disturb us anew at this season 
of the year. Let the unbelieving reach up 
to him in faith, and those who claim him as 
Savior reach out to share him with a world 
in need.

pulpit Co Jhiu
By Jim Griffith

It is quite obvious in our day that 
far too many are attempting to weave 
their lives from the “material.”

As opposed to the spiritual, this 
overemphasis on the “possession of 
things” makes, at best, a synthetic 
fabric which is hardly strong enough 
for the living of these days.

A wealthy man, so the story goes, 
had spent his entire life catering to his 
wife’s obsession for things. When pur
chasing a cemetery lot, he prescribed 
appropriate epitaphs for the markers. 
On his wife’s tombstone, he said: “Put 
—‘She died of things.’ ”

On his own, he suggested: “Just say 
—‘He died providing them.’ ”

But what did Jesus say? “Guard 
yourselves from covetousness, the 
greedy longing to have more; for a 
man’s life does not consist of the 
abundant things he possesses.”

Foundation

Living Forever on Earth
By Jonas L. Stewart

Executive Secretary-Treasurer
Many of us have driven through the 

“Tunnel Tree” in the Mimosa Grove near 
Yosemite National Park. A few months ago 
the life of the old tree came to an end 
as its towering trunk crashed to the ground. 
It is estimated that the tree was a healthy 
young sapling when Christ came to earth 
the first time.

It is now possible for a Christian testi
mony to be more enduring than the giant 
redwoods. In fact, there are those who have 
established testimonies that will last as 
long as time itself. This has been done by 
living trusts and by Christian wills which 
establish trust funds at death. Such funds 
are designated by the donor to be invested 
by the Tennessee Baptist Foundation, trus
tee, and the income to be paid annually to 
the Christian Cause of their choice. Thus 
the Christian steward has a testimony in his 
own name that will be here when Jesus 
comes to earth again.

For information or help in preparing a 
Christian will or in establishing a living 
trust, contact Dr. Jonas L. Stewart, Execu
tive Secretary of the Tennessee Baptist 
Foundation, P. O. Box 647, Brentwood, 
Tennessee, 37027, Phone 833-4220. You 
are welcome to visit the office at any time.
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Criswell Returns From Africa 
Tour, Praises Missionaries

DALLAS—Southern Baptist Convention 
President W. A. Criswell has returned home 
here from a tour of Africa, praising South
ern Baptist missionaries there and saying 
they offer the hope for Africans to over
come tribal differences and conflicts.

The pastor of First Baptist church, Dal
las, and his daughter, Anne Criswell Jack- 
son, spent one month traveling in seven 
countries in East and South Africa.

Criswell preached and Mrs. Jackson sang 
in revival meetings prior to the opening of 
continental crusades in Africa scheduled 
later this year.

The tour, arranged by the Southern Bap
tist Foreign Mission Board, covered Ethio
pia, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia, 
Malawi, and Rhodesia. The party traveled 
with missionaries into the government cen
ters, as well as into the bush country.

In a news conference on his return to 
Dallas, Criswell was asked about the Ni
gerian situation. He pointed out he did not 
visit Nigeria, but had been there three times 
previously.

“There is little difference between Nigeria 
and other areas of Africa,” he said. “The 
curse of Africa is tribalism. It is in every 
one of these nations. I don’t think there’s 
any hope for it outside the missionary.

“They have confidence in the mission
aries; they love them,” Criswell said. “When 
the missionaries introduced me, the people 
would just open up.”

He continued, “If one tribe loves Jesus 
and another tribe also loves Jesus, you are 
not going to have any trouble there.”

“The countries of Africa have infinite 
possibilities,” Criswell said. “The resources 
are beyond imagination. Some day Africa 
will take its place as one of the great conti
nents and great peoples of the world.”

The SBC President said Africa is not an 
anti-white nation. “Africans are open 
hearted toward the white man even after 
centuries of exploitation,” he said.

He said Africans are interested in every
thing American, devoting much newspaper 
space to events in the United States.

In many countries Criswell met govern
ment officials, business executives and re
ligious leaders. However, he traveled pri
marily with missionaries who could talk 
with the people. (BP)

ARIZONA HOUSE ENDORSES 
LIBERAL ABORTION BILL

PHOENIX—The Arizona House of 
Representatives has passed a controversial 
abortion bill that was described by one 
opponent as “the most liberal abortion bill 
in the country, if not in the world.”

The measure, if passed by the Senate, 
would repeal all sections of the state law 
pertaining to abortion, leaving only common 
law and other statutes to govern. (RNS)

Illinois Board Opposes 
Aid to Non-Public Schools

CARBONDALE, III.—The Board of Di
rectors of the Illinois Baptist State Associ
ation here has adopted a resolution oppos
ing any form of government aid to 
nonpublic schools in Illinois.

The 72-member board encouraged each 
of the 900 Baptist congregations and 
190,000 Baptists to express their feelings 
on the subject to their delegates to the 
Constitutional Convention.

The resolution urged the Constitutional 
Convention to retain in the new Illinois con
stitution those guarantees which prohibit 
tax funds being used to “support or sus
tain any school . . . controlled by any 
church.”

The board also reaffirmed Baptist con
fidence in a strong, single public school 
system “rather than multiple systems which 
might be divisive in nature.”

Wendell Garrison of Granite City, chair
man of the committee which drafted the res
olution, pointed out that it “is not an 
expression of religious prejudice, but is 
based on the conviction that if any special 
interest group desires private schools, it is 
their responsibility to pay for the same.”

To illustrate his point, Garrison said that 
the state provides police protection for 
everyone. “If an organization desires extra 
protection, or separate protection,” he said, 
“it is at liberty to provide its own security 
force. But if it does choose to set up its 
own security protection, it should not cry 
that it is being doubly taxed, or that the state 
is obligated to subsidize such protection.”

Board chairman Charles L. Chaney of 
Palatine, Ill., named nine official represen
tatives to attend Constitutional Convention 
hearings scheduled in East St. Louis, Alton, 
Champaign-Urbana, Effingham, Olney, Cen
tralia, Quincy and Rock Island, Ill. These 
representatives will present the resolution to 
the Con-Con delegates. (BP)

12,000 Register for Religious, 
Patriotic Texas Music Marathon

FORT WORTH—More than 12,000 par
ticipants have registered for a Religious and 
Patriotic Music Marathon, “Festival of 
Praise,” sponsored by the church music de- 
-partment of the Baptist General Conven
tion of Texas, on March 6.

The marathon at the Tarrant County 
Convention Center here will feature choirs 
from 250 Baptist churches throughout the 
state, Texas Baptist colleges, and South
western Baptist Theological seminary, here. 
(BP)

Baptist Layman Found Shot 
To Death, Bound and Gagged

PINE BLUFF, Ark.—A prominent 
Southern Baptist layman, Amos E. Palmer, 
of Conway, Ark., was found in the back 
seat of his automobile dead with a bullet in 
his head.

Palmer, 49, a Conway land developer and 
sporting goods distributor, was an active 
member of First Baptist Church, Conway, 
Ark.

His body was found bound and gagged in 
the back of his 1969 Lincoln Continental, 
in the parking lot at Holiday Inn here.

A note in Palmer’s handwriting was found 
stating, “I am being robbed, maybe mur
dered.”

Sheriff Joe Martin of Conway said the 
murder weapon was a 38 caliber pistol. The 
sheriff said police found $29 in the victim’s 
pockets, and $40 in one of his suits in the 
motel room. Mrs. Palmer said her husband 
usually carried a large amount of money 
with him.

Palmer had gone to Pine Bluff Monday, 
Feb. 23. Police said the death occurred 
some time between Monday night and Tues
day.

Funeral services were held at First Bap
tist Church, Conway, on Friday, Feb. 27, 
with Pastor William Flynt in charge. (BP)

MINISTER PRAYS FOR PEACE, ASKS 
FORGIVENESS FOR WIFE'S SLAYER

JERUSALEM—His voice breaking with 
emotion, the Rev. Theodore Ertle, 35, a 
Baptist minister from Grandville, Mich., 
uttered a fervent prayer for peace in the 
Middle East and for forgiveness of the per
son who killed his wife.

On Feb. 23, Arab guerrillas ambushed 
a bus carrying 37 Baptist tourists from the 
U.S., killing Mrs. Ertle, 31, and slightly 
wounding two other women and an Israeli 
guide. The machine gun attack took place 
near Hebron in Israeli-occupied Jordan. 
(RNS)

"WnltW oayo. i* dooun’t I" lies
juot oo you boliovo in thvnt.
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EDITORIALS_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Historic Observance

The Home Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Con
vention marked the 125 th year of organization last week 
with special ceremonies in Augusta, Georgia—birthplace of 
the board in 1845.

Led by Dr. Arthur Rutledge, executive secretary, the 
Board had two action-packed days, which ended in a mass 
rally in Augusta’s Bell Auditorium.

From a beginning with three missionaries, the Board 
has grown to the present-day force well in excess of 200 
missionaries, with current needs for an additional 300-plus 
missionaries now.

Next month, in Richmond, Virginia, the Foreign Mission 
Board plans special ceremonies commemorating its 125th 
anniversary, and in June, the Southern Baptist Convention, 
meeting in Denver, Colorado, will celebrate organization 
of that body in 1845.

This is an historic year for Southern Baptists, and an 
eventful one. Dialogue depicting the earlier years of the 
Home Board was presented during the rally Wednesday 
night. It reminded one again that the Southern Baptists 
have come a long, long way from the early days of mission 
interest and involvement. The impressive commissioning 
ceremonies for 45 missionaries was the highlight of the 
program. At a luncheon in the historic First Baptist Church 
in Augusta, Dr. Davis Woolley, executive secretary of the 
Historical Commission, “told it like it was” in 1845 when 
the Board was organized, including the fact that the brethren 
left some due bills at the local livery stable when the meeting 
was over.

Not only is this an historic year for us; it is a crucial year. 
It is a time when we must indeed “Look unto the Rock 
from whence we are hewn” and from this Rock draw 
strength and purpose for the years ahead.

Guest Editorial

Healing Needed In Denver
Perhaps the number one need of the Southern Baptist Con

vention when it meets in Denver next June is for a healing 
of the hostility and nit-picking contentiousness which is so 
evident in our convention. Whatever else we may need we 
do not need a repeat performance of the kind of spirit we 
saw in New Orleans last year.

Name-calling and inviting each other to leave the conven
tion is not going to solve the problems which we Baptists 
know we have. We have differences of opinion in some 
sticky problems which need to be solved, and in some which 
are insoluble. We are in the process of learning to live with 
a greater breadth and diversity of viewpoint. In an age that 
is fraught with tensions and frustrations, perhaps it is in
evitable that these deleterious emotions will occasionally be 

Page 4

evident in our fellowship. But, let’s not let them rule us. We 
are Christians, and are supposed to be ruled by the Spirit of 
Christ.

It seems to us that we need to stress our common bonds in 
Christ, rather than our differences of opinion when we go to 
Denver. We need a healing, not a heightening of tension. We 
need fellowship more than we need friction. We need com
mitment more than we need contention. We need under
standing more than we need uniformity.

Let us pray that the Denver convention will be noted for 
its healing effect upon the antagonisms, frustrations, and 
misunderstandings that afflict the soul of Southern Baptists. 
We need to learn, under the leadership of the Holy Spirit, to 
accept each other for what we are just as God himself accepts 
each of us without respect of person.

It is our prayer that our convention president, Dr. W. A. 
Criswell, may sound a note in his presidential address that 
will call us away from our petty family squabbles to great 
new depths of fellowship and purpose in Christ. We likewise 
pray that Dr. Grady C. Cothen, as he delivers the conven
tion’s annual sermon, may be used by the Spirit of God to 
heal the distraught soul of Southern Baptists and give us a 
new vision. And this is our prayer for every other person 
on the program in Denver. More than any other single thing, 
we need a healing convention in our Denver sessions. (J. 
Terry Young, California Southern Baptist)

Needed: Uplook for the Downcast

*R/CHty / REFRESH THE WEARY t/FE" 
----7W£ GO0 *
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Church Training

Norton Slates Clinics For Teaching Manuals

Taylor Margaret SharpJimmy Crowe Gene Wright Bob Lawton

from the Church Training Department of 
the Baptist Sunday School Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, and books to 
be taught, are as follows: Jimmy Crowe, 
Administering Church Training; Gene 
Wright, Adults in Church Training; Bob 
Taylor, Youth in Church Training; Mar
garet Sharp, Children and Church Training; 
and Florrie Ann Lawton, Preschoolers at 
Church.

The clinics are to be held from 4-9 p.m., 
with a box supper served at a minimum cost. 
Dates and places of the clinics are: March 
23—First church, Lebanon; March 24— 
Calvary church, Jackson; March 26—Cal
vary church, Morristown; and March 27— 
Silverdale church, Chattanooga.

Four clinics will be held across the state 
of Tennessee the week of March 23-27 
for the purpose of teaching the new 1970 
Church Training age-level administration 
books, according to Charles L. Norton, sec

Seven SBC Foreign Missionaries 
Named, Laos Picked As New Field

LAKELAND, Fla.—Seven new mission
aries were appointed, and Laos was desig
nated as a new field of mission work by the 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board 
meeting here.

Members of the board, meeting at the 
Southside Baptist Church here, voted to 
“seek missionaries to enter Laos as soon as 
possible.”

Though no missionaries to Laos were ap
pointed at this session, the board appointed 
seven missionaries to Brazil, Korea, Africa 
and Argentina.

They are: Miss Linda Crawford of Bag
dad, Fla., appointed for Brazil; Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles D. Sands III of St. Petersburg, 
Fla., Korea; Mr. and Mrs. Sam G. Turner 
of Orrick, Mo., Africa (specific country yet 
undecided); and Mr. and Mrs. Leon S. 
White of Boonville, N.C., Argentina.

It was the first time in the 125 year his
tory of the board that foreign missionaries 
had been appointed in a Baptist church out
side the board’s Richmond headquarters. 
Ordinarily the board has commissioned 
missionaries in Richmond and at the two 
Southern Baptist assemblies in Glorieta, 
N.M., and Ridgecrest, N.C.

The board departed from this procedure 
in May of 1969 when it met at the First 
Baptist Church of Dallas and appointed 
missionaries in a Dallas coliseum.

The appointment of the seven mission
aries pushed the number of the convention’s 
overseas force to 2495 personnel, and the 
selection of Laos as a new field boosted the 
number of countries where they serve to 
72.

retary, Church Training Department, Ten
nessee Baptist Convention. All leaders who 
work in Training Union are invited to at
tend the clinic nearest them.

The faculty, a Ridgecrest faculty coming

Missions prospects in Laos had been sur
veyed in recent months by Foreign Mission 
Board representatives, including R. Keith 
Parks, the board’s secretary for Southeast 
Asia.

In a report to the board, Parks suggested 
that Southern Baptists concentrate their 
initial efforts in the administrative capital 
of Laos, Vientiane. He particularly sug
gested ministries to a new university in that 
city as a possible beginning point for mission 
service.

“It doesn’t seem rational or spiritual to 
allow the uncertain political future of Laos 
to prevent our witnessing to the current 
generation,” Parks said.

In talks with representatives of other 
Protestant missionary groups in Laos, South
ern Baptists have stressed that they would 
strengthen and complement rather than 
compete.

Parks said that “relatively little is being 
done concerning the spiritual conditions in 
Laos.”

Liberal estimates identify a maximum of 
30,000 Christians in Laos, about 1 per cent 
of the population. Buddhism is the national 
religion.

Baker J. Cauthen, executive secretary of 
the board said: “Entry into Laos is a con
tinuation of many advances expressing our 
desire to share the gospel of Christ with 
people of all lands through word and living 
deed.

“We believe conditions in Southeast Asia 
call for widespread communication of the 
message of Christ and we are eager to do 
everything possible towards this end,” Cau
then said. (BP)

Arthur Davenport, PR 
Pioneer, Dies at 66

OKLAHOMA CITY—Arthur S. Daven
port, 66, veteran Oklahoma newspaperman 
and pioneer in the field of Baptist public 
relations, died here March 13 after a long 
illness.

Davenport, semi-retired for the last two 
years, headed a public relations firm, Arthur 
Davenport Associates, here and was for five 
years public relations director for the Baptist 
General Convention of Oklahoma. His syn
dicated public relations materials have been 
used by churches throughout the nation.

A native of Oklahoma, Davenport worked 
as a reporter for daily newspapers in Ard
more, Muskogee and Oklahoma City, and 
was city editor of the Daily Oklahoman, 
Oklahoma City at one time. He had also 
been president and general manager of Lion 
Heart Oil News Co., and was a major in the 
U.S. Air Force.

A graduate of Tulsa University Law 
School, he also attended Oklahoma Baptist 
university, Shawnee, Okla., and was a mem
ber of Highland Hills Baptist Church here. 
Survivors include his wife and three daugh
ters. (BP)

SOUTHWESTERN STUDENTS GO 
TO 14 "PIONEER" STATES

FORT WORTH—For the 12th consecu
tive year, Southwestern Baptist Theological 
seminary will involve more than 50 students 
in an evangelistic program called “Pioneer 
Penetration” in 14 states.

During the last four years, more than 
1000 professions of faith have been re
corded in services conducted by the students 
participating in “Pioneer Penetration,” ac
cording to Roy Fish, seminary professor of 
evangelism and director of the project.

The program will involve students in such 
states as Wyoming, Colorado, Nebraska, 
Wisconsin, Illinois, Michigan, Ohio, Indi
ana, Pennsylvania, Maryland, New Hamp
shire, New York and Rhode Island. (BP)
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Vested Interests Versus The Gospel
By Herschel H. Hobbs

“Being grieved that they taught the peo
ple, and preached through Jesus the resur
rection from the dead”—Acts 4:2.

The first persecution of the Christians 
came from the Sadducees. At this time 
most “priests” were Sadducees. The “cap
tain of the temple” was a Levite (v. 1). 
Twenty-four bands of Levites guarded the 
temple gates, one guard at a time (Robert
son). Josephus says that the captain of the 
temple police was next in rank to the high 
priest.

The miracle and preaching of Peter (Acts 
3) probably was reported to the captain, 
who, in turn, reported to the Sadducees or 
chief priests. So they came to investigate.

“Grieved” means “thoroughly troubled.” 
It was about two things. First, that Peter 
and John, unapproved teachers, taught the 
people. According to the Sadducees they 
had not right to do so without proper au
thority (cf. Matt. 21:23). Second, that they 
preached through Jesus the resurrection 
from the dead. The Sadducees denied any 
resurrection, and especially that of Jesus 
(cf. Matt. 28:11-15). But this involved even 
more.

To the Jews at this time the resurrection 
connoted revolution. To them “it meant 
imminent world catastrophe, in which the 
powers of the earth would be destroyed and 
a new order miraculously set up” (Foakes- 
Jackson). This meant to upset the status 
quo, revolution against Rome, something 
the Romans would not abide.

The Sadducees were a small but power
ful and wealthy group among the Jews. 
They held their position by permission from 
the Romans. Their wealth largely consisted 
of land which could easily be confiscated. 
Thus they collaborated with the Romans, 
wanted to maintain the status quo. So their 
opposition to the disciples was both theolog
ical, economic, and practical in nature. 
When religion is used to substantiate these 
other matters, the situation is vicious 
indeed.

Vested interests still oppose the preach
ing of the gospel, especially when it en
dangers their position. The status quo fears 
any idea or effort that threatens it. This is 
why the gospel is a dangerous thing to 
such. The churches are asked to get along 
with the community, fit into its mores, but 
not to change them. Do not rock the boat.

Someone said that Jesus was revolution
ary but not a revolutionist. His gospel is 
dynamic but not dynamite. The gospel 
working from within men’s lives will change 
society into the will and way of God. Thus 
the vested interests of the status quo fear 
it and oppose it when it is preached with 
power. But God’s people are not to be 

priests within the status quo. They are to 
be prophets of the kingdom of God.

Brazilian Convert Killed
By Father Following Baptism

Lourdes Mauricio, a young Brazilian, was 
baptized into the fellowship of Esperanca 
Baptist Church in Pedra d’Agua, where her 
husband, Iracy, was a member. Lourdes had 
put off being baptized for a long time be
cause of grave opposition from her father.

After being baptized she partook of the 
Lord’s Supper for the first time. Two hours 
later, as she and Iracy were about to leave 
the church, the pastor said, “Go, Lourdes, 
and try with prayer and love to win your 
parents to Christ.”

The young couple mounted their horses 
and rode toward home, but Lourdes wanted 
to detour to her parents’ house to greet her 
brother who had been away.

Her father, called by some “the jaguar,” 
had heard the news of her baptism, and he 
waited beside the road as Lourdes and Iracy 
approached. He shot twice at his son-in-law 
and, missing him, turned his weapon on 
Lourdes, who fell dead from her horse.

Editor’s Note; This story is adapted from 
an account of the incident which was written 
by Rosentino A. de Souza, pastor of 
Esperanca Baptist church. It appeared in 
the June 22, 1969, issue of “O Journal 
Batista,” Brazil’s Baptist weekly.

Farmer In England Receives Repair 
Bills For Church; Courtesy Henry VIII

Geoffrey Wood, a farmer in Ampleforth, 
England, just outside York, has a problem. 
It concerns the 1000-year-old parish church 
of St. Hilda’s, now Anglican. It seems that 
during the reign of King Henry VIII in the 
16th Century, a decree was authorized 
whereby the owners of Lodge Field House 
Farm, which Wood owns today, were made 
responsible for repairs to the local parish 
church. So, Mr. Wood is now faced with 
the prospects of having to pay a minimum 
of $480, and possibly an additional $4320, 
for accrued repair bills.

Wood is not at all happy about the situ
ation. He took over the deeds to the farm 
from his father, Walter, who had been 
served with repair bills in 1965 and 1967, 
but no pressure was applied to receive pay
ment. The elder Wood bought the farm in 
1930. He still lives with his son.

Minutes had hardly passed since Geof
frey took possession when he received the 
bills, of which he says, “I am determined

STATE LOTTERY REJECTED 
BY MARYLAND HOUSE

ANNAPOLIS, Md.—A bill to repeal 
Maryland’s 102-year-old ban on publicly 
run lotteries was defeated in the House of 
Delegates. Last year, the bill passed the 
House but was killed in the Senate.

The proposed amendment would have 
lifted the ban against lotteries run by state 
and local governments. The ban on pri
vately-operated lotteries would have con
tinued. (RNS)

CALIFORNIA COLLEGE TRUSTEES 
GRAPPLE WITH FUND DEFICIT

RIVERSIDE, Calif.—Trustees of Cali
fornia Baptist College here discussed for 
several hours possible solutions to an an
ticipated operating deficit that may reach 
$200,000 this summer, but adopted no meas
ures to solve the problem.

The board accepted with regrets the 
resignation of J. L. Harden, business man
ager for 13 years, who told the trustees he 
no longer felt he had “the physical or men
tal stamina to continue facing the pressure 
and tensions of his job.” (BP)

SBC MISSIONARIES UNAFFECTED 
BY RHODESIAN CONSULATE CLOSING

RICHMOND—The decision of the 
United States to close its consulate in Salis
bury, Rhodesia, is not expected to affect the 
work of 56 Southern Baptist missionary per
sonnel assigned to that country, according to 
H. Cornell Goerner, SBC Foreign Mission 
Board secretary for Africa.

Goerner pointed out that Southern Baptist 
missionaries in Rhodesia work almost en
tirely among the blacks, who number nearly 
five million. There are about 225,000 whites 
in Rhodesia. (BP) 

not to pay a single penny.” To make mat
ters more complicated, he does not attend 
church, stating, “I cannot remember the last 
time I set foot in a church and I am not in
clined to go again when they carry on like 
this.”

Geoffrey has written to Archbishop Don
ald Coggan of York, but he is in South 
Africa until mid-March. The Vicar of Am
pleforth, the Rev. Patrick Rowley, declined 
comment on the issue. However, a church 
council official said, “This thing has been 
hanging on for years and as a last resort 
we have put it into the solicitor’s hands.

“If they take me to the County Court 
I shall fight it,” says Geoffrey, and con
tinued, “If they win, they will have to put 
the bailiffs in and sell me out, and there 
would not be much Christianity about that. 
To be expected to pay for repairs to the par
ish under a system introduced hundreds of 
years ago is absolutely scandalous.” (Re
written from RNS)
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Program Plans For Baptist 
World Congress Announced

WASHINGTON—The 12 th Baptist 
World Congress meeting in Tokyo July 12- 
18 will feature major addresses by the presi
dent of the United Nations, Miss Angie 
Brooks of Liberia, by Mrs. Coretta Scott 
King, widow of Martin Luther King Jr., and 
by Evangelist Billy Graham.

Mrs. Mathis told the administrative sub
committee that a total of 220 persons and 
groups from 65 countries will be listed on 
the program for the week-long congress in 
Tokyo.

In a dinner meeting, former Minne
sota Governor Harold Stassen of Phila
delphia told the group that the Baptist 
World Congress in Tokyo can be a 
vital factor for reconciliation in a ten
sion-filled world.
Stassen said in a speech to the committee 

that the decade of the 1970’s can be a 
decade of either confrontation or reconcili
ation.

Theme for the congress is “Reconciliation 
through Christ,” based on the scppture II 
Corinthians 5:19. About 8000 Baptists 
from 70 countries are expected to attend.

It will be the first time a Baptist World 
Congress has met in Asia. William R. Tol
bert, president of the Baptist World Alliance 
and vice president of the Republic of Li
beria, will preside. ,

Miss Brooks, an active Baptist who is 
president of the United Nations, will speak 

BAPTIST INSTITUTE IN ITALY: A Baptist language institute, which almost 
doubled its enrolment during the past year, and a Baptist theological seminary 
are located in this building at Rivoli. The Baptist buildings on the outskirts 
of the high rise city of Turin surround a large inner courtyard planted with 
trees and flowers. Rivoli is still a relatively small community in northern Italy 
with open fields and parks in contrast to Turin’s densely populated area. (BP) 
Photo by Fon Scofield.

on “Peace with Justice.” Stassen, who now 
practices law in Philadelphia, will deal with 
the same subject in a symposium.

Theodore F. Adams, a past president of 
the alliance and retired pastor from Rich
mond, will bring the keynote address on 
“Reconciliation through Christ.”

John W. Williams of Kansas City, Mo., 
a vice president of the alliance, will preach 
the congress sermon, and John Soren of 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, another past presi
dent, will deliver the coronation address.

Mrs. Mathis said that the congress pro
gram will likely have the most international 
flavor in its history. A heavy emphasis is 
being placed on participation of Asia and 
Africa, she said.

The congress will open on Sunday eve
ning, July 12, and continue through Satur
day evening, July 18. Morning and evening 
plenary sessions will meet in the Budokan, 
Tokyo's largest sports arena, and special 
interest sectional meetings will be held each 
afternoon.

In another major report before the 
alliance administrative subcommittee, 
BWA Relief Coordinator Frank H. 
Woyke told the committee a total of 
$154,400 was contributed to world re
lief efforts through the alliance during 
1969, and that a total several times that 
amount was spent individually by mem
ber conventions and unions serving

Cooperative Program Gifts 
Decrease for 1970 By .77%

NASHVILLE—Contributions to missions 
through the Southern Baptist Convention 
Cooperative Program unified budget de
creased during the month of February by 
6.18 per cent, causing total gifts for the 
year to drop below the 1969 level by .77 
per cent.

The decrease in giving during the month 
of February offset and nullified an increase 
in contributions during the month of Jan
uary, according to a report prepared by 
John H. Williams, financial planning secre
tary for the SBC Executive Committee.

Total contributions through the Coopera
tive Program for the first two months of 
1970 reached $4,943,251, a decrease of 
$38,438 or .77 per cent compared to the 
$4.98 million given during the first two 
months of 1969.

During the month of February, Coopera
tive Program giving was $2,329,680, a de
crease of $153,437 or 6.18 per cent from the 
$2.48 million contributed in February, 1969. 
The February 1969 giving was a 12.8 per 
cent increase over February, 1968 gifts.

Williams explained that there was one 
state (Kentucky) which has sent in only one 
of the two months’ Cooperative Program 
checks, accounting for about $100,000 of 
the decrease. Of the 31 state conventions, 
15 have reported decreases in giving for 
the first two months of the year. Three 
states did not send in any funds during 
February.

In addition to the $4.9 million in Co
operative Program contributions during 
1970, Southern Baptists have given $10.9 
million in designated offerings to specific 
mission causes. The $10.9 million is a 
$139,225 or 1.25 per cent decrease when 
compared to 1969 designated gifts.

Combined Cooperative Program and des
ignated gifts reached $15.89 million, down 
$177,663 or 1.11 per cent from the 1969 
ccmbmed mission giving level.

Of the $15.8 million total, $13.3 million 
has gone to the Southern Baptist Foreign 
Mission Board, and $1 million to home mis
sions.

The financial report includes only 
amounts given to national and world-wide 
Southern Baptist mission efforts, and does 
not reflect gifts to local and state mission 
causes. (BP)

needs in their own domestic or foreign 
mission fields. Most went to the civil 
war area of Nigeria.
The committee named Chester J. Jump 

Jr., secretary of the American Baptist Con
vention’s Foreign Mission Societies, Valley 
Forge, Pa., as acting chairman of the al
liance’s relief committee. He will serve until 
a permanent chairman is elected at the Tok
yo congress. (BP)
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Tennessee News Briefs

Hess

Jake Hess, Brentwood 
Baptist layman, is winner 
for the second straight, 
year of the coveted 
Grammy award for the 
best sacred recording for 
the year.

Hess, well-known in
spirational and gospel 
singer, received the 
award this year for his 
recording of “Ain’t That 
Beautiful Singing” on 
the RCA label.

New Prospect church, East Tennessee as
sociation, is in the. process of paneling their 
Sunday School class rooms, and purchased 
two new chairs for the pulpit recently. 
Arthur Willis is pastor.

Riverview church, East Tennessee asso
ciation, is in the process of improving their 
heating system and installing air-condition
ing. Paul Mayfield is pastor.

Blue Springs church, Cleveland, reports 
20 decisions, 10 on profession of faith, dur
ing their revival. Jerry A. Songer, pastor, 
Westwood church, Cleveland, was the evan
gelist. Floyd Gill is pastor.

Lincoya Hills church, Nashville, has or
dained Rex Wilkins and Tom Broadway as 
deacons. Richard Wakefield is pastor.

Alpha church, Nolachucky association, is 
beginning a ministry to the deaf, with the 
assistance of the Jarvis Hearns, Tennessee 
Baptist missionaries. J. W. Rayburn is pas
tor at Alpha.

Point Pleasant church, East Tennessee 
association, has completed their new base
ment, providing additional class room space.

Buffalo Trail church, Nolachucky asso
ciation, has purchased two acres of land 
adjacent to the church at a cost of $22,500. 
The church is also in the process of install
ing new heating and air-conditioning units. 
Ralph Clevenger is pastor.

New office facilities for Nolachucky as
sociation, Morristown, Glenn A. Toomey, 
missionary, were occupied in February. For
mal dedication services will be held on April 
26. Mrs. Perry Walker, associational clerk, 
has received recognition for the 14th time 
for associational meeting minutes. The Re
search and Statistics Department, Baptist 
Sunday School Board of the Southern Bap
tist Convention, gave her minutes a rating 
of “Outstanding Plus,” and awarded Mrs. 
Walker a “Certificate of Achievement.”

Manley church, Morristown, has ordained 
C. E. Baker, Eldridge Bryant, and J. B. 
Shockley as deacons. John Churchman is 
pastor.

Roe Junction church, Nolachucky asso
ciation, has ordained Gary West, William 
Horner, and Orvil White as deacons. Rob
ert Hopkins is pastor.

Leadership Changes 
In The Church

James W. Hatley, supervisor in the adult 
section of the Church Training Department, 
Baptist Sunday School Board of the South
ern Baptist Convention, has resigned to be
come pastor of Second church, Memphis, 
succeeding Brooks Ramsey, now pastor of 
Delmar Baptist church, St. Louis, Mo. A 
native of Kentucky, Hatley is a graduate of 
Georgetown college, Georgetown, Ky., with 
the bachelor of arts degree, Southern Bap
tist Theological seminary, Louisville, Ky., 
with the bachelor of divinity degree, Texas 
Christian university, Fort Worth, Texas, 
with the master of arts degree, and the Uni
versity of California at Los Angeles with 
the doctor of philosophy degree. He also 
studied at HRM academy, Swidon, England, 
as well as the University of the Philippines. 
He has served as paston of the First Baptist 
church, Beverly Hills, Calif., Riverside Bap
tist church, near Berry, Ky., Buffalo Lick 
Baptist church, Shelbyville, Ky., First Bap
tist church, Bonham, Texas, Riverside Bap
tist church, Fort Worth, Texas, San Andres 
Baptist church, San Andres Island, Colom
bia, and served as relief missionary to 
Hawaii for the Foreign Mission Board. Mrs. 
Hatley is the former June Cavanah of Hop
kinsville, Ky., and they have four children: 
Antonio Brooks, 26; James Michael, 14; 
Cavan Monroe, 13; and Kelly June, eight.

Miss Ethel Mclndoo has joined the Bap
tist Sunday School Board of the Southern 
Baptist Convention as a consultant in chil
dren’s work for the Church Training De
partment. A native of Missouri, she is a 
graduate of Southwest Baptist college, Boli
var, Mo., Hardin-Simmons university, Abi
lene, Texas, and Southwestern Baptist Theo
logical seminary, Fort Worth, Texas. Miss 
Mclndoo formerly served as director of 
children’s work and day school at First 
Baptist church, West Palm Beach, Fla. Be
fore going to Florida, she served as super
intendent of Primary and Junior work in 
the Sunday School Department, Tennessee 
Baptist Convention.

Stewardship Conferences 
Set for March 26-27, April 9-10

Two state Stewardship Conferences are 
scheduled, the first to be held March 26-27 
at Harrison-Chilhowee academy, Seymour, 
and the second one on April 9-10 at Cal
vary church, Jackson, according to W. C. 
Summar, secretary, Stewardship Depart
ment, Tennessee Baptist Convention.

The conferences are scheduled for pas
tors, stewardship chairmen, (church leader
ship), superintendents of missions, moder
ators, and stewardship committees (asso
ciational leadership).

The program personnel will be made up 
of people who are presently giving strong 
leadership in Christian stewardship in their 
respective churches. Opportunities will be 
given for participants to share their ex
periences in promoting stewardship.

Oak Street church, Soddy, has called Don 
Lasley as pastor. Lasley comes to Soddy 
from Bristol.

Jim Shull of Nashville has been named 
assistant management consultant in the of
fice of Management services, Baptist Sun
day School Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention. A native of Elizabethton, he 
attended Carson-Newman college, Jeffer
son City, Southern Baptist Theological sem
inary, Louisville, Ky., and is a graduate of 
the United States Naval academy, Annapo
lis, Md.

W. T. Smith has resigned as pastor of 
Hillcrest church, Nolachucky association, 
due to ill health.

Quentin Lee has resigned as pastor of 
Bethel church, Nolachucky association, to 
become pastor of Cambria Baptist church, 
Christianburg, Va. During his six-year min
istry at Bethel, a new auditorium and educa
tional building were built, and Roy Hop
kins, associational Brotherhood director, 
surrendered to preach. Leonard Nix, a Sen
ior at Carson-Newman college, Jefferson 
City, will serve as Bethel’s interim pastor.

R. T. Roberts has resigned as pastor of 
Grace church, Nolachucky association, to 
become pastor of a church in Florence, Ala. 
During his two-year ministry more than 50 
were added to the church, and total gifts in
creased $3242 annually, with an 80 per cent 
increase in mission gifts, and 86 per cent 
increase in gifts to associational missions.

Lebanon church, Nolachucky association, 
has called Joe Seals as minister of music. 
Joe Cody is pastor.
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Sunday School

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
By Wendell Price

Vacation Bible School training time is 
here. The state Sunday School Department 
has trained 13 teams to conduct 62 asso- 
ciational clinics.

Team A
March 23—Holston, Kingsport, First 
March 24—Knox, Calvary Church 
March 25—Sequatchie Va., Dunlap, First 
March 26—Nashville, Woodmont Church 
Personnel:
Team Leader—Mr. Bill Scudder
Nursery—Mrs. John McGhee
Beginner—Mrs. Jesse Ray
Primary—Mr. Leon Castle
Junior—Miss Betty Thomas
Intermediate—Miss Lyn Brasfield

Each clinic is from 10 a. m. to 3 p. m. 
The state team meets with the associational 
team at 9 a.m. for special consultation.

Team B
March 23—Cumberland Gap, Cave Springs 
March 24—East Tenn., Newport, Lincoln 

Ave.
March 25—Chilhowee, Maryville, Monte 

Vista
March 26—Grainger, Blue Springs Church 
March 27—Jefferson, Piedmont Church 
Personnel:
Team Leader—Rev. O. M. Dangeau 
Nursery—Mrs. Fred Atchley 
Beginner—Mrs. William Thornton 
Primary—Mrs. Taylor Clay 
Junior—Mrs. Thurman Fox 
Intermediate—Mr. Max Hardin

The first three associations meet from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. The state team and the 
associational team meet at 9 a.m. Grainger 
association meets 4:30—9:30 p.m. Jefferson 
association meets 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Team C
March 23—Campbell Co., LaFollette, In

diana Ave.
March 24—Clinton, Clinton First
March 25—Midland, Northern—Union 

Church
March 26—New River, Bethlehem Church

EUROPE and the

HOLY LAND
Venice, Passion Play, Athens, Corinth, Cai 
ro, Luxor, Israel, Rome, Lisbon

FIRST CLASS—ALL MEALS

$1199
22 Days,. .Departs June 20 

or take both tourf around the 
world...35 days...only $3099 
Dr. & Mr*. David Meier, Exp. Tour Host

Write Box 13222, Ft. Worth, Tex. 
or Call 284-0678

Words of Wisdom Paraphrased by Ken
neth N. Taylor and compiled by George M. 
Wilson, Tyndale House, paper.

The Treasury of Quiet Talks, selections 
from S. D. Gordon, Baker, 251 pp., $2.50. 
paper.

The Wings of the Morning by George H. 
Morrison, Baker, 328 pp., $2.50, paper.

Health Exemption Ceases 
July 1, in Insurance Plan

DALLAS—July 1, 1970 is the final date 
a Southern Baptist minister or church em
ploye may join the Group Insurance Pro
gram without providing evidence of good 
health, an official of the Annuity Board an
nounced.

According to Ransome Swords, director 
of Insurance Services of the Annuity Board, 
any application mailed by the July 1, dead
line will be accepted.

The Group Insurance Program, inaugu
rated last October, has two separate sched
ules of benefits for life insurance, Swords 
said. Insurance benefits range from $5000 
to $60,000, depending on the schedule se
lected.

He said the program also provides a long 
term disability income protection benefit, 
one of the most important benefits avail
able. During total disability, the plan will 
pay 60 per cent of monthly earnings (70 
per cent if dependent Social Security is in
volved) and may be as much as $1000 a 
month.

In addition, Swords said both schedules 
provide for accidental death and dismem
berment, plus insurance benefits for spouse 
and all children age 14 days to 23 years. 
Texas residents are not eligible under Tex
as insurance laws for dependent coverage, 
Swords said.

The program also allows life coverage 
after age 65, Swords added.

He said detailed information about bene
fits and costs may be obtained by writing 
Insurance Services, Annuity Board, SBC, 
511 North Akard Building, Dallas, Texas 
75201.

Personnel:
Team Leader—Rev. Lacy Freeman 
Nursery—Mrs. S. G. Wyatt, Sr. 
Beginner—Mrs. Walter Nash 
Primary—Mrs. Roland Smith 
Junior—Mrs. Dudley Johnson 
Intermediate—Mr. Berlin Hood

Each association meets 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
The state and associational teams meet at 
9 a.m,

General Epistles of James & Jude by 
Richard Wolff, Tyndale House, 113 pp.

Are These the Last Days? by Robert 
Glenn Gromacki, Revell, 190 pp., $4.50.

How to Win Souls Today by Jack H. 
Exum, Revell, 157 pp., $3.95.

Thinkables by James C. Hefley, Revell, 
158 pp., $3.95.

The Odyssey of Paul by George Ogg, 
Revell, 207 pp., $4.95.

Frontiersmen of the Faith by Zane Allen 
Mason, Naylor, 219 pp., $7.95. A History 
of Baptist Pioneer Work in Texas 1865- 
1885.

Sermons on Biblical Characters by Clovis 
G. Chappell, Baker, 194 pp., $2.95, paper.

Shelby County Association 
Sponsors City-Wide Crusade

Shelby County (Memphis) association 
sponsored a “New Life in Christ” crusade, 
with Dr. W. A. Criswell, pastor, First Bap
tist church, Dallas, Texas, and president of 
the Southern Baptist Convention, as evange
list. Lee Roy Till, minister of music at First 
church, Dallas, was in charge of the music, 
and Anne Criswell Jackson, was soloist. 
Held in Mid South Coliseum, attendance av
eraged 8000 each night, with a total of ap
proximately 900 decisions.

On Sunday night of the crusade, hundreds 
were turned away, as the coliseum reached 
capacity. Bus loads turned around and 
headed back home, and a workman at the 
coliseum was heard to comment that Sunday 
evening was the largest crowd he had ever 
seen at the coliseum.

Each night had a special significance. 
One night was termed “family night,” an
other, “church night,” and for the benefit 
of adjoining states, “Tennesseee night,” 
“Mississippi night,” and “Alabama night.” 
One evening was devoted to Juniors with 
1500 in attendance.

Two noon luncheons for pastors and lay
men were held, with Criswell speaking.

Ramsey Pollard, pastor, Bellevue church, 
Memphis, who serves as chairman of evan
gelism for Shelby County association, also 
served as general chairman for the crusade.

Dr. James Bryant, associate to Dr. Cris
well, in charge of evangelism, was general 
director in charge of preparation. Bryant 
serves as general director for all of Cris
well’s crusades.

In preparation for the crusade, between 
5000-6000 attended personal evangelism in
stitutes in February.
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Nixon’s Education Commission 
To Study Parochial School Aid

WASHINGTON—President Richard Nix
on has established “the President’s Commis
sion on School Finance,” which will study- 
ways parochial and other non-public schools 
can be aided by public agencies.

The new education commission is to be 
composed of not more than 16 members to 
be named by the President. The final re
port is to be made to the President no later 
than March 3, 1972. In the meantime, in
terim reports will be made.

Chairman of the commission will be Neil 
H. McElroy, former secretary of defense, 
according to an announcement by Daniel P. 
Moynihan, counsellor to the President. The 
other members of the commission will be 
announced by the White House in the near 
future.

President Nixon, in his executive order 
creating the commission, stated that “it shall 
be the function of the commission to study,

If You Have Money To 
INVEST or REINVEST...

Consider Religious Institutional Bonds. 
These bonds:

Pay up to 7% annually on your 
initial investment.
Are backed by a first mortgage on 
the property of the church or in
stitution, by a pledge of the first 
revenue, and by the people who 
support the church or institution. 
Continue to pay this good yield 
for the life of the bond, which is 
from six months to 1214 years.

For further information, without obliga
tion, fill out coupon below or call 615— 
291-4660.

AND SECURITIES CORPORATION
2312 West End Avenue Nashville. Tenn. 37203 

Exclusive Underwriters of
Religious I nstitutional Finance

Guaranty Bond and Securities Corp.
P.O. Box 603, Nashville, Tenn. 37203
Please send information about bonds that pay up 
to 7% without obligation! I am interested in 
investing $for years.

Name____________________________________ ____
Address_______________________________________

• C i ty___________________________________________
State_________________________________________
Z i p Ph one

and report to the President on, future rev
enue needs and resources of the nation’s 
public and non-public elementary and 
secondary schools.”

The President then listed 18 functions of 
the commission, nine of which are directly 
related to non-public and parochial schools.

About three weeks prior to the cre
ation of the President’s Commission on 
School Finance, Nixon conferred with 
representatives of the National Catholic 
Education Association. He pledged to 
them that he would support extended 
aid to parochial schools and called on 
the Catholic educators to cooperate 
with the new Commission on School 
Finance.
In his “message on education reform” 

which the President sent to Congress he 
followed through on his call on the nation 
to aid parochial schools.

The Baptist Joint Committee on Public 
Affairs, which was in semi-annual session 
when the President’s message was sent to 
Congress, commended Nixon’s expression of 
concern for quality education for every 
American child, but refused to go along 
with the President’s intent to aid parochial 
schools.

The Baptist agency raised a number of 
church-state and public policy questions 
about the President’s proposals and instruct
ed the Baptist Joint Committee staff to work 
for the principle that “public tax funds 
should be regarded as a public trust to be 
administered by pubfi© agencies for the 
good.” (BP)

Public Affairs Committee 
Director To Retire In '71

WASHINGTON — The Baptist Joint 
Committee on Public Affairs in «emi-annual 
meeting here took steps to select a succes
sor to Ci Emanuel Carlson, executive di
rector since 1954, who has announced h;s 
retirement in April, 1971.

Carlson made his announcement on the 
basis of the personnel policy of the com
mittee, which requires retirement the first 
of the month following an employee’s 65th 
birthday.

At present the executive director of the 
Baptist Joint Committee is on a leave of 
absence for research and writing.

The committee to nominate Carlson’s 
successor was appointed bv Homer J. Tuck
er, chairman of the joint committee. It is 
composed of five of the chief executives 
of the denominations that maintain the 
public affairs work. Thev are: Porter W. 
Routh (Southern Baptist Convention). Edwin 
H. Tuller (American Baptist Convention). 
Warren R. Magnuson (Baptist General 
Conference), G. K. Zimmerman (North

If Peter 
GUIqulsfs 
first bock

Is an 
indication••• 
watch out, 
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Jiake-a-ltavc- 

Christian^
Because there will be waves. 
And LOVE IS NOW is just 
the beginning. This young 
writer doesn’t buy the old 
approaches. He rejects the 
kind of only-on-Sunday 
Christianity that points a 
finger from the pulpit. That 
dwells on Christian “com
mitment” and Christian “re
sponsibility.” Peter Gillquist 
talks about Christian 
response. A whole new free
dom that’s yours, compli
ments of God’s-Absolute 
Love.

LOVE IS NOW won't set well 
with the smug and secure 
who can’t tolerate change. 
But for everyone else, it 
could be the start of some
thing big.

Read LOVE IS NOW now. 
Peter Gillquist gives you 
The Message straight. And 
it’s time someone did. Stop 
in today and examine a 
copy. Cloth, $3.95

American Baptist General Conference) and 
Alton K. Wheeler (Seventh-Day Baptist 
General Conference). (BP)
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Brooks Hays Asks American 
Dedication To Human Values

CHAPEL HILL, N.C.—Brooks Hays, di
rector of the Ecumenical Institute at Wake 
Forest university, Winston-Salem, N.C., and 
chairman of the North Carolina Good 
Neighbor Council, said here that unless the 
American mainstream can achieve a “sense 
of commitment and national dedication to 
human values, America will be torn asunder 
from within and without.”

“If young people, black or white, are to 
regain their sense of identification with the 
mainstream of American society,” he said, 
“that mainstream will have to show them 
that it is prepared to make the kind of 
commitment necessary to deal meaningfully 
with America’s problems, both at home and 
abroad.”

Speaking at a short course for newsmen 
at the University of North Carolina, the

New Mixed Marriage 
Rule Due; Cardinal

HANNOVER, Germany—The Roman 
Catholic Church will shortly issue direc
tives under which a mixed marriage con
tracted before a Protestant minister will be 
recognized by the Church as fully valid.

This announcement was made by Lorenz 
Cardinal Jaeger, Archbishop of Paderborn, 
Germany, at a joint Protestant-Catholic 
meeting at the Evangelical Academy of 
Loccum, near Hannover.

The cardinal emphasized that the Vati
can’s discussions on the matter were com
pleted and all that remains to put the new 
directives into effect are “a few formalities 
including the Pope’s signature and official 
proclamation.”

Bishop Hans Lilje of the Evangelical 
Church of Hannover hailed the announce
ment as a “turning point” in the mixed 
marriage controversy which has been re
garded by Protestant leaders as one of the 
greatest obstacles to Protestant-Catholic re
lations in Germany.

The new directives will supersede the 
present Church law that ordinarily requires 
Catholics to be married in the presence of 
a competent Catholic priest. (RNS)

CHURCH FURNITURE
by LINDSEY

DIRECT FROM THE 
FACTORY—PEWS, PULPIT 
TABLES, CHAIRS, FIBRE- 
GLASS BAPTISTRIES AND 
CLASSROOM EQUIPMENT

/d PH0NEJ615-762-2249
^^indsey^s BOX 429

LAWRENCEBURG, TENN. 33464 

former Arkansas congressman and one
time head of the Southern Baptist Conven
tion said the U.S. “cannot survive four-fifths 
affluent and one fifth-wretched.”

“If Americans continue to view this as 
someone else’s problem, they will have to 
meet the wrath of historical vengeance,” he 
said. “We have almost sinned away a 100- 
year day of grace.”

He said the state’s Good Neighbor Coun
cil will emphasize the preventive aspects of 
“our state government’s mandate to achieve 
civic unity and relieve tensions.”

“Our council,” he said, “will proceed
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ELIZABETHTON: 
Mrs. Alma Hart 
Phone: 542-5542 
Don Lewis 
Phone: 543-2123

John Bell Lewis 
Phone: 474-3323 
ERIN: 
Raymond M. Rye 
Phone: 289-3494 
HARROGATE: 
Rudolph B. Clark 
Phone: 869-3646 
HENNING: 
Powers Smith 
P. 0. Box 162, Hwy. 51 So. 
Office Phone: 738-5110 
Home Phone: 738-4761 
JACKSON: 
Raymond W. Richerson 
Phone: 422-1531 
JAMESTOWN: 
Keith V. Rains 
Phone: 879-6225 
KNOXVILLE: 
Charles Mantooth 
Ralph C. Sharp 
2011 Magnolia Ave. 
Phone: 525-4197 
1127 N. Broadway Branch 
Phone: 543-1201 
Jerry Berry 
Charles Ralph Mills 
Floyd L. Raley 
Thomas E. Reed 
Paul Edward Underwood 
LAFOLLETTE: 
G. Fred Longmire 
Phone: 562-2755 
LEXINGTON: 
G. Lee Wallace 
Phone: 968-7156 
LIVINGSTON: 
A. B. Qualls, Jr. 
Phone: 823-4499 

INSURANCE COMPANIES

State Office, Suite 101, 1007 Murfreesboro Road, Nashville, Tennessee. Phone 244-2485
Agencies available throughout the State of Tennessee and Kentucky. Insurance experi

ence desired but not necessary, part time or full time. Call, write or wire Ray Jenkins, 
State Mgr.

on the assumption that the noble elements 
in North Carolina’s life will be ascendant. 
If the skeptics and cynics want to gamble 
on the other course we can only say that 
if they win the state loses.

“This course is consistent with the ideal 
of law and order, for there can be no 
justice without order. There can, however, 
be order without justice, and that fact ac
counts for the council’s exertions to pro
mote imagination and compassion in the 
arts of government.” (RNS)

Fiber Glass Baptistries 
Repair Old and Build New 
Call 292-4029 or Write 

Ashbaugh Fiber Glass 
P.O. Box 894, Nashville, Tenn. 37202

CHURCH PACKAGE 
POLICY

Complete Protection For
• Your Church and Buildings
• Loss by Theft
• Liability and Medical
• Unbelievably Low Cost

Due to Packaging
TODAY

MADISON:
Sherman M. Brown
Powell Wyatt 
608 Gallatin Rd., N. 
Phone: 865-0970

MADISONVILLE:
Kennedy Ins. Agency
Phone: 442-2198

MCMINNVILLE:
Willie W. Wilson
Phone: 473-3068

MEMPHIS Branch Office:
4826 Summer Avenue 
Phone: 683-4517
Stan Oliver, Sales Mgr.
Vance F. Byrd 
Jim Duke
Office Phone: 683-4517
Home Phone: 362-3430
John Dunlap
Jerry Hopper
Office Phone: 683-4517
Home Phone: 682-9744
William Langley
Office Phone: 683-4517
Home Phone: 853-2521
Leslie Nance
Doy L. Roane
Office Phone: 683-4517
Home Phone: 853-8122

MEMPHIS-WHITEHAVEN OFFICE:
3755 Hwy. 51 So. #4 
Memphis, Tenn. 
Phone: 396-1717
Loyd “Sandy” Boatner, Jr.
Office Phone: 396-1717
Home Phone: 391-5987

Frank Douglas
Office Phone: 396-1717
Home Phone: 363-1285 
Ken Witt
Office Phone: 396-1717 
Home Phone: 363-5924
MILLINGTON:
Charles C. Hollingsworth
MORRISTOWN:
Charles E. Gardner
Phone: 586-2349
MURFREESBORO:
Thomas D. Farmer
Phone: 893-5064 
Woodrow Medlock 
Phone: 893-7047 
NASHVILLE State Office: 
1007 Murfreesboro Rd. 
Phone: 244-2485 
Ray R. Jenkins, State Mgr. 
Roy Andes 
Frank E. Earles 
Wm. Cecil Griffith 
Bob Dorsey 
Phone: 227-6825
OAK RIDGE:
D. Eugene McClanahan 
Phone: 483-9142
OOLTEWAH:
Wendell P. Bryant
PARIS:
H. D. Lax
Phone: 642-5281
SHARON:
Melcolm A. Bell
Phone: 456-2110
UNION CITY:
William C. Hairston, Jr.
Phone: 885-5271
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Mission Board Observes 125th 
Anniversary At Founding Site

AUGUSTA, Ga.—The Southern Baptist 
Home Mission Board celebrated its 125th 
anniversary in this old south city of its birth 
by blending past, present and future.

The agency moved its spring board meet
ing to Augusta and the First Baptist church 
here where the Southern Baptist Convention 
and its two mission boards were organized 
in 1845.

At the same time, the missionary person
nel department conducted the orientation of 
45 new missionaries. Then more than 3000 
Baptists from the area joined directors, staff 
and new missionaries for a climactic mission 
rally that filled Augusta’s Bell Auditorium.

The rally featured a 500-voice youth 
choir directed by Jacques Kearns, a series of 
“illustrated dialogues” on home mission his
tory and closed with a commissioning of the 
45 missionaries.

Missions Director Hugo Culpepper, 
speaking to the new appointees, sug
gested they cherish their vocation as 
missionaries. “Most men today have 
lost the spiritual dimension of their 
lives.”
“You must recognize the source of your 

strength, for you are called to do what can 
never be done in your own strength,” he 
said.

Earlier at a luncheon the directors and 
missionaries had heard Baptist Historian 
Davis C. Woolley of Nashville tell “how it 
was in Augusta” in 1845 when cotton was 
king and James K. Polk of Tennessee was

Economy World Tour 

BAPTIST WORLD ALLIANCE

Expo 70, Hong Kong, Passion Play
Oberammergau 

Holy Land 
1 897—Complete 

Write Jack P. Lowndes 
3455 N. Gleba Rd. 

Arlington, Virginia 22207

July 7—August 3

President of the United States.
Woolley, executive secretary of the SBC 

Historical Commission, presented b a c k - 
ground information on events which led to 
the break by the Southern Baptists from 
the Triennial Convention after friction de
veloped over mission neglect in the South, 
the refusal to appoint slave-holders as mis
sionaries, and the concept of denomination 
organization.

He said a new kind of national Baptist 
body was created basing representation on 
financial contributions, expressing primary 
interest in missions, and respecting the in
dependence of churches.

All cooperative effort was placed under 
one organization with boards for special in
terests, in contrast to earlier mission society 
organizations.

“Obviously the convention was not the 
comprehensive organization it has become,” 
Woolley concluded. “But Baptists created an 
organization incorporating basic principles 
upon which their successors have developed 
the complex structure and comprehensive 
program known today as the Southern Bap
tist Convention.”

The directors dealt extensively with 
the present as they made final adjust
ments to the $14.9 million budget for 
1970 which supports the work of 2235 
missionaries.
They added Georgia Banker Olin Cox to 

the Division of Church Loans as finance 
officer and they authorized the establishment 
of a new $1 million loan fund for Negro 
and other ethnic Baptist churches.

Staffing and funding of the loan project 
which came in response to national crises, 
will delay availability of the loans until next 
year.

Missionary salaries in 1971 will be slight
ly higher after board action that authorized 
the spending of more than $200,000 for the 
increase.

Directors also re-elected Atlanta Layman 
Harmon Born as president, Florida Pastor 
I. B. Hall of Coral Gables as first vice presi
dent and Mrs. Robert Hallman of Atlanta, 
as second vice president. (BP)

Drug Abuse Conference 
Cites Causes; Plans Action

Buford Ellington, governor of the Volun
teer State, challenged Tennesseans to “tune 
in to the problem of drug abuse and to 
eventually turn it off” in his address last 
week in Nashville during the opening ses
sion of the Governor’s Conference on Drug 
Abuse, held at War Memorial Auditorium 
and Municipal Auditorium.

Ellington said that the drug problem, 
particularly among the nation’s youth, is a 
result of permissiveness in the home as he 
said, “We have robbed the youth of the very 
challenge of life, and they hunger for just 
that.” Ellington said he could remember 
when smoking a “weed” meant a cigarette 
and “acid” was something which caused 
heartburn. He continued by saying that to
day a “weed” is marijuana and “acid” is a 
chemical called LSD which is usually on a 
sugar cube and burns the mind.

“Parents have tried so hard to be buddies 
that we have forgotten how to be adults,” 
the governor said . . . “Children want then- 
parents to act like parents.”

Dr. Sidney Cohen, director of the Divi
sion of Narcotics Addiction and Drug 
Abuse, National Institute of Mental Health, 
was also a featured speaker during the con
ference. Dr. Cohen said much of the cause 
for the epidemic of drug abuse is that young 
persons think they do not have any reason 
for existence. He continued by saying that 
adults and parents must help adolescents set 
new goals to replace those of yesterday, 
which are “almost meaningless.”

He cited influence of friends and the 
breakdown of the influence of the family 
and parental control as contributing factors 
to the use of drugs by youth. “Youth will 
use anything and everything,” he continued. 
The author of four books on drug abuse, 
Dr. Cohen estimated that 8,000,000 to 20,- 
000,000 persons are using marijuana, but 
only five to 10 per cent of them are “pot
heads” or chronic users.

In other sessions of the conference, a 
student team from the University of Ten
nessee School of Medicine at Memphis, ap
peared, and Dr. Joel Fort, of the University 
of California at Berkeley, spoke.

Any Church Can Afford 
Write or cal

WAGONER BROS.
MFC CO.

CBM FILM
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WMU

Area Meeting Slated March 23 - April 16

Mrs. Joe Burton Mrs. Paul Hall Beulah Peoples Mrs. Jonas
Nashville Johnson City GA Director Stewart

The training entails in each area a two 
and one-half hour teaching session for the 
WMU Manual and manuals for each of the 
five age-level organizations: Baptist Women; 
Baptist Young Women; Acteens; Girls in 
Action; and Mission Friends. Credit will ap
ply toward the WMU Leadership Diploma 
in the Church Study Course Plan. Full infor
mation regarding the new organizations may 
be found in the April Royal Service, pages 
2-9.

It is suggested that those involved contact 
respective associational WMU director or 
superintendent of missions for the meeting 
time in any given area. A schedule was car
ried in the March 5 issue of the Baptist 
and Reflector.

Nineteen area meetings will be held 
across Tennessee March 23-April 16, spon
sored by Woman’s Missionary Union, Ten
nessee Baptist Convention, Miss Mary Jane 
Nethery, executive secretary-treasurer, for 
the purpose of providing training for newly- 
elected leadership in the local churches and 
associations under the new grouping and 
grading plan.

Invited to the meetings are WMU coun
cils, both associational and local, including 
age-level directors (or leader where there is 
only one age-level organization).

Dutch Editor Attacks 
Government Church Aid

SNEEK, The Netherlands—The editor of 
the Dutch Baptist weekly newspaper has 
editorially attacked a plan by the Nether- 
land’s government to divide about $14 mil
lion (50 million guilders) a year among ma
jor religious groups in Holland.

J. van Dam, editor of De Christen and 
pastor in this city of about 20,000 located 
about 60 miles northeast of Amsterdam, 
urged Baptists to turn the government mon
ey down, if it is offered.

The proposal, which still awaits final ac
tion by government authorities, would allo
cate the funds among 16 major religious 
groups on the basis of membership. Under 
the proposal, Baptists would receive about 
$27,000 (95,500 guilders) each year.

The government agency which proposed 
the financial aid to religious groups said the 
churches are an important asset to society, 
and are thus entitled to government aid. 
(BP)

A BAPTIST £3 BOOK STORE 
Qe/wtez uittk a OiAtknatloK

Coast to Coast
734 Cherry Street

Chattanooga, Tennessee 37402
706 South Gay Street

Knoxville, Tennessee 37902
24 North Second Street

Memphis, Tennessee 38103
1010 Broadway

Nashville, Tennessee 37203

-An entirely new translation from the original tongues, 
THE NEW ENGLISH BIBLE is enriched by the most 
recent biblical scholarship and enlivened by a fluent 
literary style which is clear, vigorous, and often majestic. 
Its aim* to provide the reader with a faithful version of 
the ancient texts in the language of today.
“THE NEW ENGLISH BIBLE translation captures 
the thought and spirit of the old text... much of the dig
nity of the older translations has been retained, at the 
same time new terms and expressions cause the reader 
to stop and contemplate the fuller meaning of the text.

-John Joseph Owens, Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville, Kentucky

Your Choice off Editions
Standard Edition (illustrated above)

The Old and New Testaments. 1,536 pages, clothbound. $8.95
Standard Edition with the Apocrypha

1,824 pages. Clothbound. $9.95
Library Edition (in three volumes)

The Old Testament. 1,392 pages. Clothbound. $8.95
The Apocrypha. 384 pages. Clothbound. $4.95 

The New Testament (Second Edition)
464 pages. Clothbound. $5.95

(The New Testament is also available in paperback. $1.75)

ORDER FROM YOUR BAPTIST BOOK STORE 
Published jointly throughout the world by

Oxford University Press and Cambridge University Press
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Sunday School Lesson For March 22, 1970—By W. R. White
Life and Work Series

The Christians Influence
Basic Passage: Romans 14:1-23
Focal Passages: Romans 14:1-3, 13-23.

The most closely scrutinized and most 
severely judged human being on this earth 
is the Christian. He is judged by his own 
standard of Christlikeness. The hypocrite in 
professing Christian ranks is held in utter 
disdain. However, no one makes people 
feel more unworthy and elicits more esteem 
than the truly Christian person.

The lesson before us deals more with 
one’s attitude toward the weaker, less ma
ture, unsophisticated brother who has a very 
tender conscience.

So often more enlightened, more ma
ture, strong church member has difficulty 
in understanding and being patient with his 
unlearned, sensitive brother.

Those with many conscientious scruples 
have been treated rather harshly by both 
modem and ancient paganism. Even Chris
tian graces and ethics are frowned upon 
and considered weakness by Communists 
and Fascists alike today. On the other hand, 
the Bible teaches that the meek shall inherit 
the earth.

Perhaps the most potent release we can 
give to mankind is the influence of the 
right kind of example. We leave something 
in every life we touch directly or indirectly. 
We release a chain reaction of influence 
which extends far beyond our acquaintances 
and our generation.
MUTUAL RESPECT FOR OUR BROTHER 
Romans 14:1-3

The coming into the body of disciples of 
many, from dense heathenism, posed some 
serious problem for the early church. Poly
theism with its worship created many dif
ferent reactions. The meat of animals of
fered in sacrifice to idols was sold in the 
public market. No doubt some worshipers 
who made such offerings took it home with 
them and consumed it.

To immature converts from heathenism 
and not a few who had been taught to 
spurn idolatory, could not disassociate the 
meals from the idols and false gods to 
which the offering had been made. It cre
ated no small problem.

Paul seeks to clarify the matter. There 
were those who would not take such meats. 
They were shocked by those Christians who 
did. More mature Christians pointed out 
that false gods had no real existence and 
could not contaminate the meat. He urged 
each group not to judge the other either 
despising or discrediting because of eating 
or not eating.
IN LOVE USE SELF-CONTROL
Romans 14:13-17

It may not harm me but my doing it may 
harm my weaker brother. Paul was per

suaded that mere things were neither moral 
nor immoral per se. It is the use we make 
of things that injures others. It will not hurt 
me to indulge temperately but it may cause 
some one else to stumble seriously. It cer
tainly will not hurt me to refrain and might 
help the weaker brother who has scruples 
against such a practice. By being selfish I 
may damage dreadfully my brother for 
whom Christ died.

In fact we can so behave ourselves in 
that which has no particular moral quality 
in a way that will discredit the good we do 
in the eyes of immature brethren. This is 
so inexcusable since the Kingdom of God is 
not eating and drinking but justice, peace, 
and joy nurtured by the Holy Spirit.

THE IDEAL CHRISTIAN WAY
Romans 14:18-23

There is a preferred course for the serv
ant of Christ. Follow the path of peace 
and edification. Abstain from any and ev
erything which would cause another’s down
fall.

Often we have our scruples and convic
tions on matters that do not include outright 
moral or ethical qualities. In such matters, 
keep a clear conscience until fuller light and 
maturity reveal that you are wrong. If you 
go against your convictions when you still 
doubt the contrary view, you sin. The Chris
tian who is vigorous in his conscience and 
ripe in his maturity is able to use discretion 
where he sees no clear moral or ethical prin
ciple involved. This is particularly true when 
he decides in favor of the sensitive con
science of a weaker brother.

Paul advances a Christian concept un
known to the secular or even religious 
world outside of our Bible. Some delicate 
discriminations are made.

Is conscience a safe moral guide? Well, it 
is the best we have for the light and matu
rity we chance to possess at the time. Some 
have a talent and ear for music. It should 
be educated and matured to increase quality 
and reliability. This is true of conscience 
which is our arbiter of the soul. A biblically 
enlightened conscience illumined by the 
Holy Spirit is the safest moral and spiritual 
guide available to us.

There is a sense of “oughtness” in all 
men. It is clearer and more intelligent in 
some than in others. Like a compass it is, 
in the main, a good guide. Sometimes it is 
deflected by special influences in its envi
ronment. When these are removed or al
lowed for, it is a safe guide.

For the Christian in discretionary mat
ters, here is the proper injunction: “Those 
who have a robust conscience must accept

Children's Homes

After Asking Me The Way
By James M. Gregg, 

Executive Director-Treasurer
A great philosopher once remarked that 

to him the sweetest music was “to hear a 
child go down the road singing, after asking 
me the way.” Thousands of boys and girls 
have been able to sing along the road of 
life after Tennessee Baptists have, in the 
Name of Jesus Christ, shown them the 
way through one of our Children’s Homes. 
All who have a part directly or indirectly, 
through prayer support, financial support, or 
in some other way will experience this same 
joy and hear in their very souls this “sweet 
music”. Keep us on your prayer calendar, 
fellow Tennessee Baptists.

Professor Found Guilty 
Of Bishop's Murder

MONROVIA, Liberia—A Nigerian col
lege professor, Dr. Justin Obi, 63, was found 
guilty here of the murder of the American- 
born Episcopal Bishop of Liberia, the Rt. 
Rev. Dollard H. Brown, Jr., and of the 
bishop’s Syrian business manager, Claude 
Nadar.

Dr. Obi now faces the death penalty. His 
lawyer has filed an appeal.

The defendant had enterd a plea of tem
porary insanity. The shooting, he testifies, 
was a “spontaneous, uncontrollable, medi
cally attestable and medically disoriented 
and subconscious reaction.”

However, Dr. Elder Thebaud, a psychia
trist from Haiti, testified that the defendant 
had no serious mental illness “apart from 
a psychopathic personality disturbance and 
occasional mild memory lapses.”

The psychiatrist also said Dr. Obi admit
ted he had been drinking before the shooting 
episode on Nov. 19. (RNS)

NEW CHILDREN'S SUNDAY SCHOOL 
EDITOR NAMED AT BOARD

NASHVILLE—Mrs. Muriel F. Blackwell, 
a former English teacher from Plain Deal
ing, La., has been named an editor in the 
pre-school and children’s section of the 
Sunday School department of the Southern 
Baptist Sunday School Board, effective Mar. 
13.

She will be responsible for “More” and 
“Adventure,” leisure-reading periodicals. She 
succeeds Miss Adrianne Bonham who has 
joined the Woman’s Missionary Union staff, 
Birmingham. (BP) 

as our burden the tender scruples of weaker 
men and not consider ourselves. Each of 
us must consider his neighbor and think 
which is for his good and will build up the 
common life. For Christ did not consider 
himself.” Romans 15:1-3 (NEB).
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From tke

By W. Fred Kendall

Kendall

Last week I wrote about prayer from the 
viewpoint of the individual Christian as pri
vate and personal. Today I want to talk 

about group prayers and 
about the power of the 
church at prayer. Prayer 
is the very heart of the 
growth and progress of 
the churches. The Book 
of Acts is filled with the 
great witness to the pow
er of prayer in the 
churches. It was the 
prayer in the upper room 
that prepared the way 
for Pentecost.

It was through prayer
that great revivals have been bom and sus
tained. Reform movements have been 
started and new visions have been given 
as to the plans and purposes of God in the 
world. Even in Israel during the days of 
the Old Testament, prayer had a great place 
in times of revival and true spiritual awak
ening and renewal.

Jesus prayed with the twelve and he 
sometimes took only three of them with him 
as in the case of the Transfiguration experi
ence. But Jesus taught them the significance 
of group prayer and of the power of the 
church at prayer. Prayer was the heart of 
worship. It was the means of expressing 
gratitude for God’s blessings. Prayer was 
the means of opening the way for the lead
ership of the Holy Spirit in the work of 
the churches.

After Pentecost the church at Jerusalem 
prayed for continued power to witness and 
to win the lost. They prayed for courage 
against the enemies of Christ. They prayed 
when some of them were arrested and 
thrown in jail. They sought the continued 
leadership of the Holy Spirit’s leadership 
in their work in most trying circumstances. 
They prayed for the continued unity of pur
pose and of spirit in the rapidly expanding 
church membership. They prayed as they 
had to expand their organization and enlist 
more people to meet the needs.

At Antioch in Syria the first missionary 
movement began when the Holy Spirit re
vealed that Saul and Barnabas were to be 
set apart for a work to which He had called 
them. The church had been in prayer. The 
churches prayed for wisdom and strength 
as they worked in a pagan world which did 
not know the true God. Ephesus experi
enced a great revival which changed the 
life of the city. Paul started the work in 
Europe at Philippi at a prayer meeting of 
women out by a riverside.

After nearly two thousand years of Chris
tian history and the great witness of the 
churches through the ages, this ought to be

On Matters of

By Dr. B. David Edens, 
Director, Marriage and 
Family Program 
Stephens College 
Columbia, Missouri 65201

Today's Baby Is Budget-Buster
The days when all you needed to have a 

baby was boiling water, a breast and a bu
reau drawer are fast passing into the mists 
of legend. First-time parents quickly dis
cover that today’s baby is a budget-buster 
who costs a minimum of $1500 from con
ception through first week of life, according 
to Health Insurance Institute statistics.

The $1500 figure breaks down to $571 
for a 6 day hospital stay, $280 for medical 
costs, $70 for baby clothes, diapers, etc. 
and $384 for feeding and nursery equip
ment.

CATHOLIC PRIEST TO LEAD 
BAPTIST RENEWAL EMPHASIS

BIRMINGHAM—A Roman Catholic 
priest has been invited to preach for a 
spiritual renewal emphasis at Vestavia Hills 
Baptist Church here.

It is believed to be the first time that a 
Catholic priest has been asked to lead such 
a series of meetings at a Southern Baptist 
church. Duane Stenzel, a Franciscan priest 
who leads renewal work with the Roman 
Catholic Archdiocese of Louisville, will 
preach both worship services at the Ves
tavia Hills Baptist Church here (March 15), 
and will lead renewal discussions with 
groups at the church. (BP)

the greatest age of prayer in all history. 
What has happened? Why is prayer receiv
ing less and less attention in the churches? 
Why has the Wednesday evening prayer 
meeting been reduced to such an insignifi
cant place after the people are tired and 
worn out with many other activities?

Have we become guilty of believing that 
organization, efficient methods, scholarly 
literature, stream-lined programs can give 
our churches the great dynamic power 
which has changed the ages of the past 
centuries? Why is there so much evidence 
of the loss of power? Is it not because we 
have deemphasized the great place and im
portance of prayer in our church life?

During these spring days when so many 
churches are going to be in revivals, let us 
return to calling the churches to prayer. Let 
us return to the spirit and faith of the 
churches in Acts. Power will return and the 
presence of the Holy Spirit will become 
great again if we return to the altars of 
God in prayer.

Historically
From the files

50 YEARS AGO
Reports indicate that Baptist men 

have given to the world such items as 
kerosene, soap, talcum powder, steam 
cars, sewing machines, and silk hats. 
The list includes Rockefeller, Colgate, 
and Stetson.

According to the Missionary Re
view of the World, Baptists and Meth
odists are the two largest denomina
tions in the world. Baptists lead with 
7,263,000 members, and Methodists 
follow with 7,165,000 members.

20 YEARS AGO
Statistics reveal that there are 10,- 

000 villages in the United States with
out a church, 30,000 villages and 
towns without a resident pastor, and 
at least 18,400,000 children who are 
receiving no religious instruction. 
More than half of the people of our 
nation are not connected with any 
church or religious organization.

110 YEARS AGO
By a vote of 18 to six, the House 

Education and Labor Committee re
jected a proposal to let Roman Catho
lic and other private schools share in 
a $975,000,000 school aid bill.

A record gain of $8,750,000 
brought the total assets of the South
ern Baptist Convention’s Relief and 
Annuity Board to about $72,250,000 
last year. Dr. R. Alton Reed, the 
board’s executive secretary, said the 
agency’s annuity reserves have in
creased from almost $31,000,000 in 
1953 to $64,500,000.

METHODIST PASTOR DIES
WHILE PREACHING SERMON

PLAINFIELD, Ill.—The Rev. E. Leon 
Sutch, 39, died here while conducting serv
ices in the Plainfield United Methodist 
church.

Mr. Sutch collapsed and died in the pul
pit while delivering his sermon, his first 
since his return from several weeks’ illness 
from flu and bronchitis.

Pastor of the Plainfield congregation since 
last October, he was chairman of the com
mittee on worship and the arts in the North
ern Illinois Conference of the United 
Methodist Church.

Sutch had supported civil rights programs 
and was one in a group of Chicagoans jailed 
in Albany, Ga., after a demonstration there 
in 1962. He is survived by his widow, Vir
ginia, two daughters and a son. (RNS)
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No SBC Consensus On Leaving 
SBC On Doctrine, Poll Reveals

NASHVILLE — If a Southern Baptist 
church member cannot completely agree 
with the denomination’s articles of faith, 
56.5 per cent of Southern Baptist pastors 
feel he should leave his church and either 
join a church whose doctrine he more near
ly accepts or try to find one whose doctrine 
he can completely accept.

In contrast, only 35.7 per cent of a repre
sentative group of Sunday School teachers 
in the denomination take this position.

Both groups of Southern Baptist leaders 
were polled by Baptist VIEWpoll following 
a statement dealing with the controversial 
issue by Southern Baptist Convention Presi
dent W. A. Criswell of Dallas.

During a session of the convention’s Ex
ecutive Committee in September, 1969, Cris
well asked how long the denomination could 
stay together, saying: “There are among us 
liberals, conservatives, fundamentalists; open 
communionists, closed communionists; alien

“If a member of a Southern Baptist church finds he cannot completely agree with the Articles 
of Faith as adopted by the Southern Baptist Convention in 1925, and again in 1963, should he 
remain in a Baptist church or leave it? (Check one!)

100.0% 100.0%

Pastors S.S. Teachers
27.3% 39.3%
10.5% 20.6%
34.7% 19.5%
21.8% 16.2%

5.7% 4.4%

Remain, on basis of things with which he agrees
Remain, actively trying to influence the Convention to change
Leave, and join a church whose doctrine he more nearly accepts
Leave, and try to find a church whose doctrine he can completely accept 
(Answer not indicated)

Many leaders volunteered comments re
lating to their position, thus adding depth to 
the response. A sizable number, most of 
whom answered “remain,” stated that com
plete agreement is not very likely nor is it 
necessary. Many of them said that there 
should be no creed but the Bible, no head 
but Christ and that the right to differ is 
basic to being a Baptist.

One comment: “Most could find some
thing to disagree with. If we left, there 
would be no SBC.” Another: “I doubt that 
10 per cent of the SBC membership agrees 
100 per cent with the articles of faith.” 
One candidly stated: “I don’t always agree 
with my wife but I do not go looking for 
another one!”

Another large group, in contrast, took a 
firm position of “leave.” They said that a 
person either is, or isn’t, a Baptist, and 
should leave if he can’t agree with Baptists. 
There must be basic unity or agreement, 
they said. Trouble should be avoided; a 
church should not be torn up over disagree
ment.

One person said, “If he is not one of us, 
he is against us. It has been my sad privilege 
to follow a man of this type.” Another: “I 
feel that there can be areas of disagreement 

immersionists; persons who would empha
size the social application of the gospel, 
those who would emphasize evangelism.”

He also stated, “If we have men who do 
not believe in our articles of faith, why 
don’t these people leave us and join de
nominations where they would be happy? 
. . . In my humble judgment, I think we 
ought to take those articles of faith (1925 
and 1963) and say: ‘This is what it is, being 
a Baptist. If you don’t believe that, you are 
not a Baptist.’ ”

The Baptist VIEWpoll item, due to 
brevity, could not exactly capture the many 
dimensions of the issue discussed by Cris
well, said Martin B. Bradley, director of 
the Baptist VIEWpoll and secretary of the 
research and statistics department of the 
Southern Baptist Sunday School Board.

Nevertheless, Bradley pointed out, the 
item would appear to embody a sufficiently 
parallel hypothetical situation. The response 
should be carefully evaluated in light of the 
precise wording used in the item and the 
four alternatives present: 

within the church but the articles of faith 
are so basic no member can be effective un
less he agrees upon them.”

A view expressed by a strong segment of 
respondents was that any action (leaving or 
remaining) should depend on the nature, ex
tent and. effect of failure to agree. One per
son put it this way: “He should remain as 
long as he agrees on the major issues. Other
wise, he should find a doctrine he more 
nearly accepts.”

Some persons declared that a person 
should leave simply if he could believe some 
other doctrine better. This comment illus
trated such an emphasis: “If there could 
be another denomination found which is 
more sound scripturally, I would join it if I 
didn’t agree with the articles of faith.”

A minority group of respondents said 
something like, “stay and seek further under
standing” or “stay—he might change his 
mind and come to agreement.” A similar 
number shared the view that a person 
should remain and make reasonable efforts 
to influence change in articles of faith 
toward his convictions.

Two comments seemed to epitomize the 
divided opinion which seems to prevail

Kendall Slated to Speak 
During 16th RA Congress

W. Fred Kendall, executive secretary
treasurer, Tennessee Baptist Convention, is 
scheduled to commission 15 summer work
ers during the 16th Royal Ambassador Con
gress, to be held March 27-28 at Bell Avenue 
church, Knoxville. According to William 
Highsmith, Royal Ambassador secretary, 
Brotherhood Department, Tennessee Bap
tist Convention, Kendall will commission 
the workers on Friday evening at 8:40 p.m. 
for special work this summer in the Pacific 
Northwest.

These 15, to be chosen among men, 
women and college students across Tennes
see, will go to Wallace, Idaho, Seaside and 
Portland, Oregon, for the purpose of help
ing to establish three new churches and 
work in Royal Ambassador camps.

These workers are being sent by over 
25,000 Brotherhood and Royal Ambassadors 
across the state. An estimated $10,000 will 
be needed in order to carry out the project, 
and to pay expenses of the teams. The 
teams will give of their time freely and will 
receive no remuneration for their labors. It 
is being suggested that no more than $1 
from any man or boy be given through the 
Bill Wallace Memorial Fund for this special 
project.

CONVENTION PRESS RELEASES 
CHURCH PLANNING GUIDE

Convention Press, the publishing arm of 
the Southern Baptist Convention, has re
leased the “Church Planning Guide, A 
Guide for Annual Planning.” Produced by 
the Church Administration Department, 
Baptist Sunday School Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, the guide 
complements “Sourcebook 70-71,” a digest 
of articles in various Southern Baptist publi
cations, which have been projected for the 
coming year. The guide does not tell a 
church what to plan, but suggests and dis
cusses five steps as to how to plan.

among the Baptist leaders surveyed: “This 
(articles of faith) is no creed but a majority 
opinion. What’s happened to the Baptist 
concept of religious freedom contained in 
these articles? Who is going to be the bishop 
or pope?”

The other said: “Baptist churches are be
coming weaker in the faith because far too 
many members are only Baptist by name 
and do not believe in Baptist doctrine based 
on the Scriptures.”

And, between these two stands the per
son who maintains that no simple, hard-and- 
fast rule applies—“it all depends.”

The above information is based on 90 
per cent response from a VIEWpoll leader 
panel representative of Southern Baptist 
churches in convention states and of all 
size groups. (BP)
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