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Devotional

TURNING THE TABLES "Why Forgive?"

By Herschel H. Hobbs By Jerry L. Glisson, Pastor

“Neither is there salvation in any other: 
for there is none other name under heaven 
given among men, whereby we must be 
saved"—Acts 4:12.

If the Sadducees expected the apostles 
to tremble before them, they were mistaken. 
Rather they charged them with murdering 
the Son of God. These experts who were 
supposed ta be building the kingdom of 
God had rejected or cast out as useless the 
main stone God provided for the edifice. 
But by His resurrection God had made 
Jesus the “head of the corner” (v. 11). The 
experts did not recognize quality when 
they saw it.

But these self-righteous, smugly com
placent Sadducees heard more. They had no 
sense of a need to be saved. Were they not 
already in God’s kingdom? But hear Peter’s 
word to them.

“Neither . . . any” forms a strong double 
negative. “There is not no other one” or 
“not any other one.” “Salvation” with the 
definite article (Greek text) means the Mes
sianic salvation. It was in Jesus a’one.

“None other name under heaven given 
among men.” “Other” means another of a 
different kind. So this excepts Moses, Con
fucius, Mohammed, Zeus, or any other 
earthly name—as a source of salvation.
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“Must” renders dei, denoting a moral and 
spiritual necessity. “Saved” is an infinitive, 
to be saved. “We” is an accusative case of 
general reference. It included Peter, John, 
the Sadducees, and all other men.

So “it is morally and spiritually neces
sary to be saved with respect to us.” And 
there is only one Saviour, Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth (Acts 4:10).

Like the Sadducees, many may think that 
they do not need a Saviour. But with respect 
to all “it is necessary to be saved.” Or others 
may think to be saved by some other than 
Jesus. But in the strongest of language the 
Bible excepts all others of a different name, 
authority, and power. Only Jesus is the 
God-provided Saviour from sin.

So the Sadducees rather than rendering 
judgment were under judgment. As are all 
men who reject Jesus. It is either Him— 
or no salvation at all.

pulpit Co
By Jim Griffith

A woman writes, asking why wom
en cannot “preach” in the Southern 
Baptist Convention.

Well now, I, along with a good 
many others, thought they had been 
doing just that all these years.

In every instance, one cannot al
ways recall the text they chose, but 
he can remember the gist of the ser
mon.

What man among us would be bold 
enough to estimate just how many 
“sermons” he has heard delivered by 
the ladies down through the years?

But then, no one has to speak for 
the ladies—bless them! They speak 
for themselves. In fact, they are both 
seen and heard.

And this is as it should be. The 
Apostle Paul was concerned about 
women speaking in the church. But 
perhaps our greatest concern should 
be with the talking some of them do 
outside the church.
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A minister was criticized and ridiculed 
small group for preaching one night

Leawood Baptist Church, Memphis

an encampment after the planned servic 
were completed. He was 

Glisson

preaching under the stars 
at the invitation of a 
larger group. When the 
spokesman of the small 
group sought him out 
late that night and made 
his apology and asked his 
forgiveness, the minister 
said, “forgiveness flowed 
from my heart as freely 
as the spring that bursts 
forth from the mountain 
side.”

Why could he forgive so completely? 
Because Jesus had taught him to forgive in 
the Scriptures and by his experience on the 
cross.

Jesus had much to say concerning for
giveness. When Peter asked him, “Lord, 
how oft shall my brother sin against me, 
and I forgive him? till seven times? Jesus 
said unto him, I say not unto thee, Until 
seven times: but, Until seventy times seven” 
(Matthew 18-21, 22). This does not mean 
to stop at 490 times for Jesus was saying 
‘keep on forgiving.’ The responsibility is 
upon the believer to forgive whether there 
is an apology or not. Unforgiveness can
not be harbored in the heart. It eats like 
a cancer and will eventually and ultimately 
destroy.

Jesus by his life and by his experience 
on the cross showed that man must live a 
life of forgiveness. Listen to him on the 
cross. He is being put to death by sinners. 
No one is making an apology. No one is 
asking forgiveness save one of the thieves, 
yet Jesus continued to say, “ . . . Father, 
forgive them; for they know not what they 
do ... ” (Luke 23:34). The verb, “said,” 
is in the imperfect tense. It carries with 
it the idea of repeated action. It implies that 
Jesus kept repeating the phrase, “Father, 
forgive them.” With a little imagination, 
one can hear him whispering these words 
to the last breath that he breathed.

What a Saviour! Forgiveness personified. 
He forgave. Everyone must do the same 
if he would be Christ-like.

Look at the beloved Stephen. He caught 
the spirit of Jesus. When he was being 
stoned to death, he cried with a loud voice, 
“. . . . Lord, lay not this sin to their charge 
. . . (Acts 7:60).
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Controversy Brews Over Sale 
Of Arizona Baptist Hospitals

PHOENIX, Ariz.—In a complex series 
of maneuvers in and out of court, trustees 
of three Arizona Baptist hospitals have 
sought to sever ties with the Arizona 
Southern Baptist Convention, a suit has been 
filed to stop the convention’s plan to sell the 
hospitals, and the convention's Executive 
Board has considered dismissing the dis
senting hospital trustees.

At loggerheads are the members of the 
Arizona Baptist Hospital Association, an or
ganization composed of trustees of the three 
hospitals in Phoenix, Scottsdale and Yuma, 
Ariz., and the Executive Board of the 
Arizona Southern Baptist Convention.

During the past six months, with a gather
ing storm intensifying during the month of 
March, a legal battle over control and sale 
of the hospitals has developed.

If all started last fall when the conven
tion’s Executive Board called a special ses
sion of the convention in September to con
sider selling two of the hospitals. At the 
special convention, the vote was 422-208 to 
keep the hospitals rather than sell them.

In November, however, the regular con
vention session nullified the previous special 
convention action by voting to sell the three 
hospitals, plus land on which another hos
pital was to have been built in Tucson. The 
vote passed by a slim eight votes, 133-125.

Funds For College
The convention’s Executive Board was 

empowered to sell the hospitals, the Arizona 
Baptist Hospital Association was asked to 
cooperate with the board and the board was 
directed to provide 40 per cent of the funds 
derived from the hospital sale to Grand 
Canyon College, a Baptist school in Phoenix 
under financial pressure.

In January, the Executive Board voted to 
sell the Baptist Hospital of Phoenix to the 
James Allen Guinn Jr. Charitable Founda
tion, which agreed to assume the hospital’s 
$2.8 million liabilities and to pay the con
vention $2.4 million for its equity.

At the same time, the Executive Board 
voted to set aside 60 per cent of the income 
from the hospital sales not going to Grand 
Canyon College to establish an adequate 
ready cash reserve for the convention’s 
church loan and church bond funds.

The Arizona Baptist Hospital Association 
members apparently did not like the board’s 
decision.

A Phoenix attorney, in the name of his 
wife", Gratia R. Duecy, filed a suit in the 
U.S. District Court challenging the right 
and authority of the convention to sell the 
Phoenix hospital. The convention filed a 
motion to dismiss the suit. Mrs. Duecy is 
not a Baptist.

The hospital’s attorneys filed an answer 
to the suit, and also filed a cross claim 
against the convention and Executive Board.

They signed pleading that they “do not op
pose the granting of the order prayed for” 
by plaintiff Duecy, causing Executive Board 
officials to question whether the hospital as
sociation and the plaintiff are cooperating.

The controversy came to a head when 17 
of the 27 members of the Arizona Baptist 
Hospital Association voted to change their 
articles of incorporation so that the trustees 
of the three hospitals would elect their own 
successors, by deleting the article which 
states that trustees shall be elected by the 
state convention.

McKay Statement
Writing in the Arizona Baptist Beacon, 

Convention Executive Secretary Charles L. 
McKay said, “In my honest opinion, some 
of the trustees of our Baptist hospitals are 
determined to sever all relationships of our 
hospitals with the churches of the conven
tion.

“. . . These men voted to take ownership 
of the hospitals from the churches and vest 
all authority in themselves and in the future 
to others (not even Baptists) that they them
selves would elect. . . . Your Executive 
Board,” McKay continued, “has been forced 
to employ attorneys to seek to nullify the 
action taken by the trustees ... to transfer 
ownership, and/or control from the conven
tion to the trustees themselves.”

In the same issue of the Baptist Beacon, 
the Executive Board gave public notice of 
a hearing on March 17 to consider the pos
sibility of dismissing each of the 17 hospital 
association members who voted for the 
changes in their articles of incorporation to 
“sever ties.”

The hearing was scheduled to allow the 17 
men “to show cause, if any you have, why 
you . . . should not be, for just cause, re
called (dismissed) as a trustee of the Baptist 
Hospital Association of Arizona . . .” Under 
the convention’s constitution, the Executive 
Board has the power to recall trustees if 
they are given a hearing to state their views.

None of the 17 trustees showed up at the 
hearing. Instead, they sent an attorney and 
a court reporter along with a telegram stat
ing their reasons for refusing to be present.

The telegram from the 17 men said, “We 
have concluded that we should not appear, 
but that we should make a statement con
cerning the charges made in the notice and 
summons.

Offer Withdrawn
“. . . We wish to point out that the 

Articles of Incorporation of the Arizona 
Baptist Hospital Association and of the three 
Baptist hospitals make no provisions for 
recall and that we do not believe the Execu
tive Board has the right or the power to 
effectuate recall.

“We have at all times attempted to be 
faithful in our trusts to cooperate with the

Midwestern Seminary Adopts 
Budget Names Visiting Prof

KANSAS CITY, Mo.—Trustees of Mid
western Baptist rheological Seminary 
adopted a budget of $629,113 for the 1970- 
71 school year, elected a new board chair
man, and appointed a visiting professor for 
missions for the next school year.

J. Loyd Moon, professor at the Baptist 
seminary of Equatorial Brazil in Belem, 
Brazil, was elected visiting professor of mis
sions for the 1970-71 term when he will 
be on furlough.

Elected president of the board of trustees 
was C. Harold Mann, attorney from Kan
sas City, with the law firm of Mann, Sulli
van and Gilwee. He succeeds Norman Mc- 
Crummen, pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Dalton, Ga.

Other new officers include first vice- 
president Frank B. Kellogg, pastor, Maple
wood Baptist Church, St. Louis; and second 
vice president, S. W. Eubanks, professor, 
Southern Baptist College, Walnut Ridge, 
Ark.

Re-elected to offices were Luther Dyer, 
secretary of the evangelism department, 
Missouri Baptist Convention, as secretary 
of the board; and Frank E. Myers, pastor, 
First Baptist Church, Warrensburg, Mo., as 
treasurer. (BP) 

convention insofar as our trusts permit us to 
do so . . . We have been unable to comply 
with some of the orders of the Executive 
Board which we have felt were inconsistent 
with the directions of the convention mes
sengers and with our duties as trustees,” said 
the telegram.

The Executive Board took no action to 
recall the trustees, but recessed subject to 
reconvening upon notice from the president.

At the board meeting, it was reported that 
the J. Allen Guinn Jr. Charitable Founda
tion had withdrawn their offer to purchase 
the Baptist Hospital of Phoenix and that the 
$24,000 in earnest money had been returned 
to the foundation.

A few days after the hearing, the Arizona 
Republic, daily newspaper in Phoenix, re
ported that a suit had been filed against 
the 26 directors of the hospital association 
by' the state convention, asking the court to 
declare null and void the amendments to 
their articles of incorporation which would 
sever ties with the convention.

The suit also asks the court to permanent
ly enjoin the hospital association from tak
ing any action which would be “in viola
tion of their legal and fiduciary obligation 
to the Arizona Southern Baptist Conven
tion.”

The courts have not yet ruled on any of 
the suits filed. The convention’s Executive 
Board has still not settled what it will do 
about recalling the hospital trustees, and the 
hospital association has not indicated what it 
would do if they are recalled. More court 
maneuvers arc likely to follow. (BP)
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EDITORIALS_________ _
Let's Go To Sunday School 
- - - And Study The Bible

For what it is worth, this is a plea for Baptists to spend 
the Sunday School hour studying the Bible. When we de
scribe the function of Sunday School in a Baptist church, 
it usually centers around the definition:

“Sunday School is the Bible teaching arm of the church.” 
But take a look at the clock on an average Sunday morning. 
Assuming a 9:45 beginning, we spend the first 10 or 15 
minutes in general assembly—two songs, prayer, short devo
tional and announcements. Allowing five minutes (at a 
minimum) for dispersing to the class room, the usual 
sequence includes “checking the record,” (a necessity) more 
announcements, possibly even another devotional, maybe a 
“pep talk” and then we “turn the class over to the teacher.” 
Average running time from the 9:45 start to the actual begin
ning of the lesson: 30 minutes.

With another five minutes for orienting the lesson into the 
quarter’s series, and perhaps another three to five minutes 
for reading the Scripture (both necessary) we have left 
perhaps 20 minutes for teaching of the lesson. And, this 
just isn’t enough time! The lesson in The Teacher, and the 
material in the quarterlies just cannot be covered in this 
period of time.

Everything which consumes time indicated in this editorial 
might be necessary. We doubt it. If it is, then we need to 
add additional time to the Sunday School hour in order to 
cover the lesson. If it is not necessary, then perhaps we 
might well restructure our teaching hour to provide a max
imum amount of time for the teacher to teach the lesson.

Again, it is not, we believe, really fair to the teacher to 
ask for preparation and then remind the teacher the bell 
has rung before the material is half covered. Baptists need 
very much to learn all they can from God’s Word.

When the church had quarter-time and half-time preach
ing, the Sunday School hour in many ways was a worship 
service. But then it usually lasted an hour and a half. Today, 
most churches have worship services every Sunday.

In all of our Shaping the Seventies, perhaps we might 
possibly find time to make the Sunday School hour a time 
of maximum effectiveness by affording all possible oppor
tunity to hear the Word of God taught, and that thoroughly!

About the cover: Members of the Highlands 

Baptist Church, Jacksonville, Fla., re-enacted 

the death, burial and resurrection of Christ in a 

drama presented at sunrise and sunset on 

Easter Sunday.

Watchman - Examiner Folds
The Watchman-Examiner, independent Baptist newspaper, 

wrote “30” over an edition last month, ending 150 years of 
publication.

Circulation of the paper at its expiration was around 5000. 
This paper has had a strong impact upon Baptist life in 
America. We regret that it has ceased publication. In Europe 
and America religious publications have been forced out 
of existence in recent years, and circulation declines are 
reported by many.

Tennessee Baptists need Baptist And Reflector and, since 
it is owned by and operated for Tennessee Baptists, your 
paper needs you!

Vocal Suicide
Pastors, Sunday School and Training Union leaders and 

others who speak publicly would do well to read the special 
feature this week on “Vocal Suicide Among Theologians.” 
We have seen far too many men who in their most produc
tive years in the 50’s and 60’s have experienced severe voice 
problems.

And we could not only name some who had voice prob
lems, but their type of delivery, with accompanying extreme 
exertion, paved the way for heart trouble.

To run a good race, an athlete has to stay in condition, 
and take care of his physical health. The same is true for 
the minister!

IN AN UNCERTAIN WORLD
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Georgia Baptists Reject Fund 
Drive, Warn Of Private Schools

TOCCOA, Ga.—The Executive Commit
tee of the Georgia Baptist Convention 
turned down a proposed $3 million fund 
campaign for Georgia Baptist colleges and 
universities and adopted a strong statement 
warning churches of the danger of starting 
private schools to avoid public school inte
gration.

Instead of the fund campaign, the com
mittee recommended that the convention 
“reaffirm its confidence in and support of 
the capital improvements and endowment 
program for providing assistance beyond 
operating expenses for the colleges.”

Instead of starting private schools, the 
committee urged strong Baptist support for 
“sound and equal education for all our 
children.”

raising effort would require at least $100,000 
in professional counsel and leadership; and 
that presidents of the six schools had agreed 
“not to consider or support any program 
that would have an adverse effect upon the 
Cooperative Program and capital improve
ments program.”

The committee also pointed out more 
than $10 million in capital and endowment 
funds had been provided for the schools 
in the past 15 years, over and above 
Cooperative Program allocations for operat
ing expenses.

The committee also appointed a special 
committee to recommend a new capital im
provements and endowment program, to 
begin about Jan. 1, 1971, when the current 
program is expected to be completed.

In other action, the Georgia Baptist Ex
ecutive Committee approved a strong state
ment supporting “sound and equal public 
education for all of our children,” and 
warning churches of the danger of starting 
private schools in church buildings to avoid 
public school integration.

The statement supporting public school 
education warned that “should Baptist 
churches assume leadership in the establish
ment of private schools at this time, their 
Christian witness may be adversely affected 
in America and around the world.”

Problems of accreditation, faculty, trans
portation, textbooks, congregational fellow
ship, church tax-exemption regulations and 
others were pointed out to churches consid
ering private schools in their buildings.

The convention’s Executive Committee 
was meeting here at the Georgia Baptist As
sembly, located about 90 miles northeast of 
Atlanta near the South Carolina state line. 
(BP)

The convention, in annual session last No
vember, had passed on to the Executive 
Committee a motion requesting study of a 
possible $3 million fund campaign for 
Georgia Baptist schools. The motion came 
after heated debate over Mercer University's 
decision to seek three federal grants despite 
three convention votes in five years against 
such use of government funds.

The Executive Committee action pointed 
out that special campaigns have had little 
success in the past; that a special fund-

Stricken Aucas Given Aid 
By Californian

God is still working on behalf of the 
Aucas, reports the Wycliffe Bible trans
lators. Bud Swanson, physical therapist of 
Santa Ana, Calif., has returned from a 
month-long mercy mission to this polio 
stricken tribe in Ecuador. His purpose was 
to determine the extent of damage done 
to the Indians who had the disease and to 
develop plans for rehabilitation treatment.

According to Swanson, “Damage done 
by polio is permanent ... so all we can ex
pect to do is strengthen muscles that are 
still usable.” He told of designing therapy 
equipment out of local materials and rigging 
systems by which the victims could exer
cise from their native hammocks. “They 
work hard on their individual exercise pro
grams, and the results are as good as can 
be expected, said Swanson. One man has 
already been rehabilitated to crutches. He 
had been confined totally to his hammock.

Swanson reports that the most significant 
effect of the epidemic on the Aucas is 
spiritual. Under the old system a helpless 
Auca would be left in the jungle to die. 
Now, not only the missionaries help them 
unselfishly, but Christian tribesmen are giv
ing sacrificially of themselves to aid the
stricken ones. To the unsaved it is a vivid 
revelation of the love of Christ,

April Church' Library Emphasis 
National Library Week, April 12 -18

//V YOUff LIBRARY
Southern Baptist churches will focus attention on the value of the church 

library April 12-18 as they observe National Library Week—Church Library 
Emphasis. Using the theme, “Read-Look-Listen in Your Church Library,” the 
Church Library Department of the Baptist Sunday School Board of the South
ern Baptist Convention recommends that attention be focused on new books, 
visual helps and recordings available from Baptist Book Stores and Baptist 
Film Centers.
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FEATURE

Vocal Suicide Among Theologians
By Morton H. Cooper

The essence of any speaker is often the 
speaker's voice. Yet, how few theologians 
are trained to use the speaking voice prop
erly? The sound of the speaking voice colors 
the words and the content. Yet, how few in
still in the heart and the mind the sense of 
life and vibrancy through the speak
ing voice? The speaking voice is left un
trained and unattended in its pristine and 
unsophisticated style. The speaking voice 
can awaken the mind and the heart, but un
fortunately it is usually left tired and life
less to dull the words and the senses.

Very few articles have been written which 
deal with voice training for ministers or 
rabbis. Is not the training of the speaking 
voice of the theologian an appropriate 
topic of interest? Is not the sound and tone 
of the voice a concern of the rabbi or min
ister? For years, the church or temple has 
made the singing voice a thing of beauty. 
But, when it comes to the speaking voice, 
who trains it for the rabbi or minister?

The word of God needs more than the 
word, the thought, and the philosophy. It 
requires all too often a sound, a tone, and 
a voice that holds the audience.

Two Broad Categories

The old style of theological speech was 
oratorical or rhetorical in manner and 
fashion. Today’s vocal and speech styles are 
basically natural and conversational. None
theless, without realizing it, the rabbi or 
minister fashions an unnatural voice in 
using the fireside approach; he lowers the 
pitch of the voice and places it within the 
lower portion of the throat. Prolonged use 
of this type of voice could create a voice 
problem or disorder.

Most writers in the field of voice pa
thology separate voice problems into two 
broad categories: functional dysphonia and 
organic dysphonia. After treating over one 
thousand voice cases during the past six 
years, this writer has found it feasible to 
categorize voice cases into three essential 
types. They are: 1) the routine or normal 
voice; 2) the tired or troubled speaking 
voice (functional dysphonia) that is in need 
of vocal retraining; and 3) the disabled 
voice (basically organic dysphonia) that re
quires medical attention as well as vocal 
rehabilitation.

The normal voice is found among most 
individuals. The voice has neither outstand-

Morton Cooper, Ph.D., is Assistant Clinical Pro
fessor, Department of Surgery, Head and Neck 
Division, University of California at Los An- 

' geles, School of Medicine; Voice and Speech 
Pathologist in private practice at 10921 Wilshire 
Boulevard, Los Angeles, California 90024. 479- 
6047.

© 1970, Morton Cooper

ing assets nor liabilities. It neither attracts 
nor repels. It is neither good nor bad. For 
most people, having a routine or normal 
voice is acceptable and appropriate. But is 
the routine or normal voice adequate for 
the purposes and attributes which the min
ister or rabbi seeks?

The normal voice is quite prevalent 
among the clergy. This voice has had no 
training aside from some hints and sugges
tions as to the use of the voice. Unfortu
nately, many of the hints and suggestions 
are based upon faulty observation and mis
guided concepts. Some of those misguided 
concepts include making the voice deep and 
resonant and keeping the pitch down to 
make the voice sound mature and author
itative.

Mature Voice Essential

It is essential to have a mature and 
knowledgeable voice. It is also essential to 
have a voice that is pleasant. Who deter
mines what is mature and pleasant? The 
rabbi or minister himself all too often deter
mines that the voice needs to be lowered in 
pitch or made more resonant. But can he 
really determine the pathway of his vocal 
fulfillment?

Take the case of the rabbi who felt he 
needed a more authoritative voice. He 
merely dropped the',pitch of his voice, 
letting the lower tones prevail. Unfortunate
ly, only a few years later he lost his speak
ing voice due to the misused pitch level and 
range. According to Brodnitz (1962, p. 455):

“Technically, the lack of proper instruction 
during professional training in the use of the 
speaking voice is responsible for many voice 
disorders. In many training institutions for 
future teachers, university instructors, and 
ministers, even in drama schools, too little 
attention is paid to the development of a good 
vocal technique. . . . The result is a rather 
high incidence of vocal difficulties in young 
ministers, teachers and actors.”

The second type of voice is the tired or 
troubled voice, also known as functional 
dysphonia. The symptoms of this type of 
voice include the following: vocal fatigue, 
voice breaks and skips, loss of voice, throat 
clearing, coughing, pain in the throat or 
back of neck, hoarseness, and difficulty in 
speaking (Cooper, 1970). An individual with 
a tired or troubled voice seldom seeks medi
cal attention or vocal training. If he does 
seek medical attention, the treatment is 
usually palliative, not remediative or cura
tive. The palliative treatment for tired voice 
might include vocal rest, vacations, loz
enges, drugs, steam, reduced speaking and 
similar measures. The problem itself, the 
speaking voice, is not considered nor dealt 
with.

Unaware of Symptoms

Many tired voices among the clergy re
main unreported and unrecognized as voice 
problems. The ministers and rabbis them
selves are lacking awareness that they pos
sess a tired voice. They may realize that 
they are experiencing some negative symp
toms during or following speaking, but they 
simply are unaware that the symptoms are 
created by incorrect use of their own speak
ing voice. More often than not, unknowing
ly, they are seeking a voice type, a voice 
style, a vocal image. This vocal image sup
ports the desire to sound impressive, knowl
edgeable, authoritative, and commanding. 
To fulfill that vocal role, they drop the pitch 
of the voice to the bottom or near bottom 
of the pitch range.

To be heard during services, the minister 
or rabbi must use more volume, as the low 
pitched voice does not carry well or easily. 
This compounds the voice problem. He also 
frequently forces the voice from the lower 
portion of the throat (lafyngo-pharynx), 
rather than placing the voice within the 
mask (naso-oro-pharynx), which would re
sult in balanced oral and nasal resonance 
(mask replacement). A few rabbis or min
isters strain the voice by using too high a 
pitch while placing the voice within the 
laryngo-pharynx.

One minister discovered that the higher 
pitch of voice, a very high pitch, carried 
better. He emphasized that vocal style ’ itil 
his voice began to lose its vitality.

A rabbi had a very large congregation, 
and a determination withrn himself to speak 
without mechanical amplification. He spoke 
louder, and in the process, forced his pitch 
down. This combination eventually resulted 
in an organic dysphonia (polyps).

PA System Danger
The microphone or public address system 

is a danger to the unwary. Although it al
lows the folksy, natural voice to reach the 
entire congregation, it allows the speaker to 
use the intimate or confidential voice which 
usually emphasizes the lowest pitches in 
his voice. That lectern voice, though folksy 
and given to the fireside manner, still pro
duces throat strain and effort because it is 
emphasizing one specific pitch level or area, 
and also because it is stressing one type of 
tone as opposed to a wider free flow of 
voice, tone, and pitch. The public address 
system or microphone is a boon to those 
who know how to use the speaking voice, 
but a bane to those who are unable, un
knowing, or unaware of how to speak 
quietly and directly while keeping the voice 
well focused in the mask.

For one-to-one speaking situations, the 
rabbi or minister may attempt to keep his 
voice confidential and intimate. He wants 
to indicate control and discretion. This 
speaking mode helps to destroy the un
tutored speaking voice as it drives the pitch 
level down to the bottom of the range. The 
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untrained or unsophisticated speaker finds 
it most difficult to keep the pitch in the 
natural, normal range while using little 
volume in these speaking situations. Further 
strain occurs by using the lower throat 
muscles to squeeze the voice out.

The pinched or tight throat is created by 
the incorrect use of pitch, tone focus, and 
breath support. Volume supplied by upper 
chest breath support rather than mid-section 
breath support exacerbates the voice prob
lem and fatigues the voice faster and more 
severely.

Some individuals who continue using the 
tired voice may find that this type of voice 
creates vocal inconvenience without becom
ing more serious. Others recognize that 
speaking becomes so effortful, so debilitat
ing, that they are compelled to limit the 
frequency and duration of their conversa
tional speaking or discontinue speaking dur
ing services.

Vocal Rehabilitation
The tired and troubled voice actually re

quires vocal retraining. Thus vocal re
habilitation not only eliminates the negative 
symptoms, but also enables the speaker to 
have a clear and comfortable voice that 
does not tire with prolonged and emphatic 
usage.

The third type of voice disorder is the 
disabled voice or organic dysphonia, which 
requires medical attention. This dysphonia 
includes bowed vocal folds or benign 
growths of the vocal folds (nodule, polyp, or 
contact ulcer granuloma). Vocal rehabilita
tion may be used to eliminate the bowing 
or the growths (Cooper and Nahum, 1967). 
If the benign growths require surgery, vocal 
rehabilitation should be initiated following 
the surgery. This vocal retraining is neces
sary to prevent the vocal misuse which 
could cause a recurrence of the growths.

The best time to train the speaking voice 
is during the initial training of theologians. 
According to Preacher (1952, p. 14): “Vo
cal training [is needed] in schools leading 
to professions where speaking is very im
portant. It is needed in the schools of the
ology, law, business, government, medicine, 
teaching, etc.” By the time training is com
pleted, the clergyman has coordinated the 
philosophy and the voice that he needs to 
fulfill his duties.

Vocal suicide is an established pattern 
and practice within the church or temple be
cause of the lack of awareness of vocal 
training and vocal hygiene. Few rabbis or 
ministers realize that they need not have 
tired, troubled, or disabled voices. Brief, but 
directed, vocal training can improve the 
normal voice. It can also alleviate and often 
correct the benign organic vocal condition. 
Speaking engagements and responsibilities 
can easily be fulfilled if the minister or 
rabbi would only realize that a well-modu
lated and dynamic voice can be achieved. 
Through vocal training or vocal re
habilitation, vocal suicide among rabbis and 
ministers need not prevail.
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Ruschlikon Seminary
President Resigns

John D. W. Watts has resigned as presi
dent of the Baptist seminary in Ruschlikon, 
Switzerland, but retains his post as profes
sor of Old Testament.

In his announcement, Watts said: “The 
problem of being torn between the wish to 
teach and the need to administer, plus the 
conviction that the seminary’s leadership re
quires a direction and a quality at this time 
which I do not feel able to give to it, have 
led to my decision.”

He surprised Riischlikon’s trustees when 
he reported his decision at their annual 
meeting at the seminary. President of the 
seminary is appointed by the Foreign Mis
sion Board of the Southern Baptist Conven
tion, in consultation with trustees.

Watts, 48, earlier had gotten a year’s 
leave of absence which will start in July, 
1970. While on leave, he will be visiting 
professor of Old Testament at Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, 
Kentucky, USA.

During the 1970-71 academic year, John 
Allen Moore, veteran staff member at 
Ruschlikon, will be the seminary’s acting 
president. Moore is European field repre
sentative of the SBC mission board. He also 
teaches missions classes at the seminary.

Watts is one of the original staff members 
of Ruschlikon seminary. He came in 1948 
when the seminary opened.

He has been professor of Old Testament 
ail this time. From 1958 to 1963, Watts was 
seminary dean. In 1964, he became presi
dent.

The Watts’ four children have grown up 
in Ruschlikon. Two have already left home 
to study in American universities, and a 
third will begin her university study in the 
US next year.

The seminary has been going through 
internal changes during the past year. Com
mittee work has been expanded to carry out 
all the essential functions of seminary life, 
trustees were told. Student representatives 
participate in faculty committee discussions,

Watchman - Examiner Folds 
After 150 Years Production

SOMERSET, NJ.—A 150-year-old independent Baptist magazine, The Watchman- 
Examiner, ceased publication with the second issue in March, just off the press.

The publication’s board of trustees made the decision to dissolve the paper, stating 
that changing times, inflation, and heavy production costs have used up all the available 
reserves used to subsidize the magazine, which annually had a $20,000 deficit.

“The financial pressures which had been growing for years finally became over
whelming,” said Lawrence T. Slaght, editor of the Watchman-Examiner who has ac
cepted the call to become pastor of Community Baptist Church, Somerset, N.J.

Last year, The Watchman-Examiner observed its 150th anniversary. The present 
magazine came about as the result of a merger in 1912 of The Watchman, established 
in 1819, and The Examiner, founded in 1823. It was an independent publication not 
related officially to any Baptist convention or union.

Current circulation at the time the paper folded was about 5000. It was published 
bi-weekly. Slaght said that Eternity magazine has assumed the responsibility for ful
fillment of subscriptions. (BP)

Mid-Tennessee Junior Choir 
Festival Scheduled for 
April 11 — McMinnville

The Middle Tennessee State Junior Choir
Festival will be held April 1 1 at Magness 
Memorial church, McMinnville, according 

Sutherland

to Frank G. Charton, 
secretary, Church Music 
Department, Tennessee 
Baptist Convention.

Guest conductor for 
the first of three State 
Junior Music Festivals 
will be Gene Sutherland, 
minister of music, Wal
nut Street Baptist church, 
Louisville, Ky., and ad
junct professor at South
ern Baptist Theological 
seminary, Louisville, Ky.

Southerland served as minister of music 
at First Church, Jackson for eight years.

Coordinators for the day’s activities will 
be Ward Weaver, minister of music, First 
church, Tullahoma, and Larry Smith, as
sociate in the Church Music Department. 
Wayne Beeler will be host minister of 
music.

Choirs from Chattanooga and the Mid
dle Tennessee area are expected to check 
in by 9:15 a.m. with a program of re
hearsals and adjudication starting at 9:30 
a.m.

Sutherland will conduct the combined 
choir program which begins at 1 p.m. 
Visitors to the day’s activities are welcome.

without voting. The faculty has representa
tives in student organizations.

A trustee committee is expected to meet 
with J. D. Hughey, European area secretary 
for the SBC mission board, some time late 
in April in Ruschlikon. They will discuss 
finding a permanent successor to Watts as 
president.

Trustees adopted a resolution of apprecia
tion for Watts service as professor and 
president. (EBPS)
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TENNESSEE NEWS BRIEFS
First Church, Loudon, has ordained 

Charles Samuel Haun to the gospel preach
ing ministry. Haun plans to graduate from 
Carson-Newman college, Jefferson City, in 
May and plans to further his education at 
Southern Baptist Theological seminary, 
Louisville, Ky. O. C. Rainwater is pastor at 
Loudon.

Dolan E. Henry, 46, Southern Baptist 
home missionary, died in Camp Hill, Penn, 
recently following a lengthy illness. Henry 
was superintendent of missions for the Key
stone Baptist association of Pennsylvania, 
and formerly served as pastor of churches 
in Tennessee, Texas and Ohio. A native of 
Cookeville, he graduated from Carson-New
man college, Jefferson City, and South
western Baptist Theological seminary, Fort 
Worth, Texas. He is survived by his widow, 
Margaret Ruth, and three children.

Miss Bernice Carter, for 24 years dean 
of women at Carson-Newman college, Jef
ferson City, has been notified by the Na
tional Council of Deans of Women that she 
will receive a citation from the council for 
her tenure of service in student personnel 
work. A native of Jackson, Miss Carter 
joined the staff of Carson-Newman in 1945 
as professor of English. A graduate of Pea
body college, Nashville, with the M.A. de
gree, she retired from Carson-Newman last 
year and is presently head resident in one 
of the women’s dormitories at Lincoln 
Memorial university, Harrogate.

Dodson Branch church, Stone Associa
tion, has ordained Joe Webb and Jack 
Phann as deacons.

Harlon Johnson, a member of Steven 
Street church, Cookeville, has surrendered 
to preach.

Woodcliff church, Stone association, has 
reorganized the Woman’s Missionary Union, 
Brotherhood, Intermediate Girl’s Auxiliary 
and Royal Ambassadors.

Northside church, Milan, reports 13 pro
fessions of faith, with 12 uniting with the 
church, two additions by letter, and 185 re
dedications. Howell Gossett was the evan
gelist and Harvey McEwen, Jr., was in 
charge of music. W. L. Brown is pastor.

Mt. Pelia church, Beulah association, has 
honored Pat Murdock with a going away 
supper and gift and Robert Dodson with a 
pounding. Murdock, a second lieutenant in 
the Army Reserve, left to report for duty 
at Fort Sam Houston, Texas recently, and 
has surrendered to preach. Dodson has come 
to the church as pastor.

West View church, Stone association, has 
extended their choir loft and purchased a 
new rug.

The Laurence A. Walkers, Southern Bap
tist missionaries to Brazil, have completed 
formal language study in Campinas and 
moved to their permanent station in Rio 
de Janeiro (address: Caixa 352-ZC-OO, Rio 
de Janeiro, Guanabara, Brazil). Both are 
natives of Jackson. She is the former Nancy 
Applewhite. They were appointed by the 
Foreign Mission Board in 1968.

Under the specific sponsorship of the 
Youth Council and Recreation Committee, 
First church, Maryville, has sponsored a 
“Coffee House” on three Saturdays recently 
for high school and college youth. Partici
pants are encouraged to engage in discus
sion of any topic, problem, or concern 
which they may have at the time. J. William 
Harbin is pastor of First church.

Crievewood church, Nashville, Herman 
Jacobs, pastor, reports 46 for baptism, 17 
by letter, and 73 rededications during their 
recent revival. Dale Cowling, pastor, Second 
Baptist church, Little Rock, Ark., was the 
evangelist, and Leroy McClard, program de
sign consultant, Church Music Department, 
Baptist Sunday School Board of the South
ern Baptist Convention, and Crievewood’s 
minister of music, was in charge of music.

Dixie Hills church, Hardeman County as
sociation, has installed automatic flood 
lights at the front of the building, and plans 
call for carpeting in the near future.

Essary Springs church, Hardeman County 
association, has begun mid-week prayer 
services.

New Union church, Hardeman County 
association, reports two for baptism and 
one surrender to a church-related vocation 
during their recent youth revival. There 
were 30 decisions in all. Ray Stinson was 
the evangelist.

Porter’s Creek church, Hardeman County 
association, has purchased a new vacuum 
cleaner, new hymn books, and voted to build 
a front porch to the church building.

First church, Counce, has paved the 
parking lot, carpeted the auditorium, and 
remodeled a portion of the facilities.

Westwood church, Cleveland, Jerry A. 
Songer, pastor, reports 18 additions during 
their revival. Randall Green, Atlanta, Ga., 
was the evangelist and Guy Gates, of Chat
tanooga, was the singer.

Roy Graves, 17, a member of Rutledge 
Falls church, Duck River association, has 
surrendered to the ministry. His father is 
pastor of the church.

Seven students at Carson-Newman col
lege, Jefferson City, have been inducted 
into Sigma Pi Sigma, national physics honor 
society during the organization’s annual 
spring banquet, held in the fellowship hall, 
First Presbyterian church, Jefferson City.

Trenton Street church, Harriman, re
ceived six for baptism, 13 rededications dur
ing their revival. James M. Gregg, general 
superintendent and treasurer, Tennessee 
Baptist Children’s Homes, Inc., was the 
evangelist. Wallace Britton, minister of 
music at Trenton Street, was in charge of 
the music. Branson Wiggins is pastor.

Central church, Fountain City, is in the 
midst of their revival. Jonas L. Stewart, ex
ecutive secretary-treasurer, Tennessee Bap
tist Foundation, is serving as evangelist, 
and C. L. Huling is in charge of music. 
Charles S. Bond is pastor.

Haywood Hills church, Nashville, re
cently held a revival. They reported 24 by 
baptism, 12 by letter, and 2 surrendered 
to the call for a church vocation. Dr. Jonas 
L. Stewart was the evangelist, Bill Cox 
served as minister of music, and Roger 
Shelton is pastor.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES
Hickman church, New Salem associa

tion, has called William Sullivan as pastor. 
The church is in the process of building a 
new $15,000 pastorium.

George Trusler, for the past five years 
pastor of Mount Harmony church, McMinn 
association, has retired as an active pastor. 
Trusler formerly served at pastor in Flori
da, South Carolina, Alabama, Georgia, and 
Tennessee. The Truslers will reside at 4316 
Strolling Drive, N.W., Knoxville. This is 
the first time in the history of the church 
that a man has retired while serving as pas
tor.

Allen Grant, pastor, Hornsby church, 
Hardeman County association, has resigned.

Fuller Neely is the new missionary pastor 
at Monteagle church, Monteagle. He is a 
native of Warren County and has studied 
at Fruitland Bible institute.

Morgan Wallace has been elected presi
dent of the Baptist Student Union of Ten
nessee Technological university, Cookeville. 
A native of Baxter, he is a junior sociology 
major.
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Books On '70's Changes 
Surpass Baptist Records

NASHVILLE—Books related to changes 
in Southern Baptist church programs in the 
70’s are on their way to churches and indi
viduals in record numbers.

Since the first new book was released in 
May of 1969, a total of 686,084 books and 
117,644 teachers’ guides have left the 
warehouse here, according to Herman L. 
King, director, publishing division of the 
Southern Baptist Sunday School Board.

Convention Press has released 28 books 
and 18 teachers’ guides between May, 1969, 
and February, 1970, related to changes in 
the Southern Baptist curriculum and plan
ning in the 70’s.

A Dynamic Church: Spirit and Struc
ture for the 70’s tops the order list with 
77,110 copies ordered to date. This book 
deals with basic concepts in building a 
church program, King said.

Administering the Bible Teaching Pro
gram is the second most ordered book with 
47,544 copies leaving the warehouse since 
its release in July, 1969. This book serves 
as a program manual for the Sunday School 
in a Southern Baptist church.

The third most ordered book related to 
70’s planning is Adult Sunday School Work 
with 39,617 copies shipped.

“The books related to the 70’s have not 
hit the mass market yet, but already they are 
selling at a record pace,” King said.

The New Times by Albert McClellan, a 
Broadman Press book which attempts to 
describe the conditions of society which 
churchmen will face in the 70’s, has reached 
total distribution of 25,275 copies. About 
15,000 volumes of The New Times was sold 
through the Broadman Readers Plan, a 
monthly book selection plan developed by 
the Sunday School Board.

Broadman Press is the general books 
publishing arm of the Southern Baptist Con
vention.

Convention Press is the publishing arm 
of the Southern Baptist Convention which 
prepares materials specifically for Southern 
Baptist use.

W. L. Howse, director of the board’s edu
cation division, said the response to these 
books is the most encouraging thing in his 
16 years at the board.

“This response to our training needs is

Leading Manufacturer of pews, edu
cational furniture and related items 
for churches, needs commissioned 
sales representative for Memphis area 
and Nashville area. Representative 
must possess warm personality and 
neat appearance and be of high 
moral character. Company will fur
nish samples, literature, and other 
sales aids. If interested, please send 
resume to:

CAPITAL PRODUCTS, INC.
P. O. Box 544 Leeds, Ala. 35094.

Health Benefit Plan Enrolment 
Open Now

Through May 31, 1970, any salaried em
ploye of a Southern Baptist church, agency, 
or institution, excluding hospitals, may ap
ply for membership in the Health Benefit 
Plan of the Annuity Board. There are no 
health requirements for membership and 
coverage will become effective July 1. The 
next enrolment period does not open until 
October 1 with coverage beginning January 
1, 1971.

The Health Benefit Plan provides hospital 
benefits for up to 70 days confinement with 
coverage for all usual hospital services, ex
cept blood and plasma. Surgical benefits in
clude up to $300 per surgical procedure, 
wherever performed.

For complete details on the Health Bene
fit Plan and an application for membership 
write Tennessee annuity secretary Paul R. 
Phelps, Box 647, Brentwood, Tenn. 37027, 
or the Insurance Services, Annuity Board, 
SBC, 511 North Akard Building, Dallas, 
Texas 75201.

most encouraging at this time in the life of 
our convention. If churches will set up an 
ongoing training program and stress train
ing among their leadership, it will mean 
more in this decade than anything else 
we could do from a human standpoint,” 
said Howse. (BP)

PLANNING TO BUILD?

HIGHLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
Tullahoma, Tennessee Uda H. Koerner, A.I.A.

J. Donald Courson, Pastor 
AC615-455-0645

Continental Church Builders, Inc. is Meeting a Need!
Saving congregations up to 15%-20% on their building program.
Offering complete specialized service of church counseling; architectural 
design; construction supervision and cost accounting.

Continental is in its 8th year of successful operation.
Let us assist you in planning toward construction of your new building 
without obligation.

CONTINENTAL CHURCH BUILDERS, INC.
Area Code 615-291-2313 2814 Granny White Pike, P. O. Box 9451

Nashville, Tennessee 37204
OUR PURPOSE IS TO HELP YOU-CALL US COLLECT.

Official Messenger Cards , 
Required For SBC Session

Registration requirements at the Southern 
Baptist Convention in Denver June 1-4, 
1970, call for each messenger to present at 
the time of registration an official messenger 
card issued by his church.

The Executive Committee of the Southern 
Baptist Convention is making messenger 
registration cards available through state 
convention offices upon the request of the 
pastor or clerk of any church desiring to 
qualify messengers from that church to the 
convention.

Each church within the convention is en
titled to one (1) messenger.

There may be one (1) additional mes
senger from each church for every 250 
members or for each $250 paid to the work 
of the convention during the preceding fiscal 
year.

All messengers must be elected by the re
spective churches and will bring to the con
vention the proper messenger registration 
cards as signed by the pastor or church 
clerk. This registration card is certification 
of their election by the church. No church 
may elect more than ten (10) messengers.

The messenger registration cards are 
available now from the Program Services 
Department, Executive Board, Tennessee 
Baptist Convention, P. O. Box 647, Brent
wood, Tennessee 37027.
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My Concept of Evangelism
By Gerald Martin, Pastor 

Poplar Avenue Baptist Church, Memphis

Coach “Hub” Davis was coach at Tech . 
High School in Atlanta, Georgia through 
the week. Sundays at 9:30 a.m., he was 
the faithful teacher of a class of Junior age 
boys. He spoke to us about trusting the 
Lord Jesus Christ as our personal Saviour. 
As far as I was concerned, all of his re
marks were addressed to me, for the Holy 
Spirit brought conviction to my heart. I 
went home that day and told my family that 
for the first time in my life I realized I 
needed a Saviour and Christ was my Choice.

My concept of evangelism was initiat
ed with that experience. It was nurtured 
under the preaching of my boyhood pastor, 
Dr. Louie Newton and the hot-hearted, 
compassionate evangelists he brought to our 
church, Dr. Lee Scarborough and Dr. 
George Truett.

T. J. Ransbotham was the teacher of 
teenagers. Our 13-year-old boys class had 
already forced the resignation of a couple 
of teachers that year. “Horsecollar” (as we 
nicknamed him) was assigned to us. We 
told him not to hang up his hat because 
he wouldn’t be staying long (who says the 
present generation is bad?). He stared at 
us then said, “Everyone of you will go 
out that window (three stories high) before 
1 go out that door”. We sat back and 
listened. He challenged me to forget my
self and become concerned for the souls 
of the lost. I accepted that challenge.

Never shall I forget those early attempts 
of trying to win my friends, or that truck

The 
Passion Play: 
See it now.

(Or wait till 1980.)
Given only once every 10 years, tickets to 
the 1970 Oberammergau Passion Play are 
already hard to obtain. Lufthansa can stiP 
guarantee tickets, accommodations and 
plane seats through its Alpine Leisure 
(from $699) and European Highlights (from 
$895) tours. Send in the coupon imme
diately. Or see your Travel Agent.
Prices based on 14-21 day, 15 passenger G.l.T. 
Economy Class fare from N.Y. when applicable. 
Land arrangements based on each of 2 people 
traveling together.

Lufthansa German Airlines R2I-4-0 
410 Park Ave., New York, N.Y. 10022 
Please send me your Oberammergau 
brochure on tours #30 and #31.

Nam e___________________________
Add ress_________________________
C i ty--------------------------State
Z i p---------------- Phone-----------------------
My Travel Agent is--------------------------

@ Lufthansa
German Airlines 

driver who was a stranger. My own estimate 
of my efforts was total failure. Yet I’ve 
never escaped the divine imperative to 
speak to men of the need of their souls 
for Jesus, nor the joyful satisfaction of 
these attempts.

Sitting on the very back pew as Dr. 
George Truett preached in a morning re
vival service, I heard him say, “Who 
knows? God may be calling some young 
man from this congregation to preach the 
gospel of Jesus Christ.” I lifted myself up 
in the pew to see where that young man 
was but the weight of my body became 
heavy as I saw there was no other young 
man in the congregation and the Holy 
Spirit spoke gently, “You are that young 
man”. So deep was that conviction I wrote 
his statement on the flyleaf of a school 
book in my hand.

Several years passed as I tried to evade 
that call and continued to prepare myself to 
become a surgeon. World War II came 
along and with the conflict of selfish and 
family desires battling the will of God, I 
joined the Air Force. The unconditional 
surrender of my life came on a battlefield. 
In an Air Force tent, kneeling alongside a 
straw mattress cot, my heart flooded with an 
overwhelming sense of God’s goodness (and 
the conviction that I would go through com
bat unscathed). I joined the notables 
alongside Isaiah and said, “Here I am; 
send me”. Isaiah 6:8.

On six continents and into almost every 
state in the United States I have gone in 
answer to this call. My heart of compas
sion is stirred by the physical needs of 
the multitudes but there are limitations 
on the ability my church and I have to 
meet these needs. There is no insufficiency 
of the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.

A Brazilian friend of mine received the 
same call I received. He was directed 
by the Holy Spirit to go to one of the 
favellas (a group of hovels and lean-tos 
which make ghettoes in the United States 
look like Main Street) of Rio. He had little 
money, clothes or food. He had the gospel

CUM FIMM 
4 

At ■ price 
Any Church Can Afford 

Write oral 

mom BROS.
MFG.CO.

Bucharest Fire Damage
Fifty volunteer workers are rebuilding 

offices of the Baptist union in Bucharest, 
Romania, which were damaged by fire on 
January 5.

Romanian Baptist leaders indicated that 
the new suite of offices will be better con
structed and more efficiently arranged than 
before.

Meantime, Baptist union work goes on 
one kilometer away in the building of the 
Baptist seminary, which is temporarily not 
in session.

Baptist union offices were located on the 
floor above the auditorium of Bucharest’s 
First Baptist Church. According to Ro
manian leaders, the church escaped damage.

The Baptist church, national Baptist 
headquarters, a Baptist editorial office, and 
a district Baptist office shared the building. 
It was constructed in 1947, just after the 
war, when building materials of good quality 
were scarce throughout Europe. (EBPS)

BELGIAN TV FEATURING BAPTISTS
The Belgian national television agency 

will broadcast a worship service next De
cember from the Baptist church in Grace- 
Berleur, near Liege. Viewers will see the 
worship service while it is in progress.

Belgian Baptist leaders regard this as 
extraordinary attention for a group num
bering only 300 in the whole country. Bel
gium has fewer Baptists than any other 
major nation in western Europe. (EBPS) 

of His Lord and Saviour. There in the 
midst of that hopelessness he started 
teaching and preaching. The hovels and 
lean-tos are still there but from them 
have come some of the spiritual and secular 
leaders of Brazil.

My concept of evangelism is the same 
as Paul’s, “I determined not to know any
thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and 
Him crucified”. I Cor. 2:2.

My conviction, based on experience and 
the Word of God, is identified with Paul’s, 
“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of 
Christ: for it is the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that believeth; to 
the Jew first and also to the Greek.” 
Romans 1:16.

When I witness, when I preach, I be
lieve it is for the purpose of getting a 
verdict—a decision to choose Christ as 
Saviour and Lord. This is my concept 
of evangelism.

(Editor’s Note: one in a series dealing with 
current views of pastors on Evangelism.)

FIBERGLASS SPIRES
Largo variety of sixes and prices of spires 
and crosses. Easily Installed, light Weight. 
Maintenance free. Also, gas and electric 
hot water heaters and fiberglass baptistries.

t LITTLE GIANT MANUFACTURING CO.
P 0. BOX SIR / 907 SIVINIH SIRUT / ORANGE THIS 77MO
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Texas Firm To Offer Church Computer Service
NASHVILLE—For the first time in the 

history of the Southern Baptist Convention, 
churches are being offered a church records 
computer service through the Southern 
Baptist Sunday School Board.

The board has signed a five-year contract 
with Membership Services, Inc., in Irving, 
Tex., for a church records service to be 
known as “Broadman System Seventy.”

“Our service lets the computer do the 
busy work while your secretaries do the 
people work,” Joe Cleveland, president of 
Membership Service, said.

The service will do records in the areas of 
membership, finance, prospect location and 
attendance.

“For example, in recording gifts we can 
give the amounts given by each age group 
and in each geographic area of town. This 
analysis can be a boost to any stewardship 
campaign,” Cleveland pointed out.

Designed by ministers of education in 
Southern Baptist churches in consultation 
with experts in data processing, the system 
will be especially valuable during peak work 
loads in the church, such as during a Vaca
tion Bible School planning period.

It can aid the church in finding the right 
persons to teach the right classes in Sunday 

School, mission organizations or other or
ganizations, Cleveland said.

“It has been pointed out that just making 
up class member lists for Sunday School 
takes up to 90 hours of work in the aver
age church. Our system keeps these lists up 
to date each week,” said Jimmie Sheffield, 
church consultant for Membership Services.

The service is being used by First Baptist 
Church, Dallas; Wieuca Road Baptist 
Church, Atlanta; Kathwood Baptist Church, 
Columbia, S.C.; Crestview Baptist Church, 
Austin, Tex.; Plymouth Park Baptist 
Church, Irving, Tex., and several other 
Southern Baptist churches. (BP)

Please send me group discount information. There are 25 or more in 
my group.
NAME_________ ______________________________________________________

ADDRESS_________________________________________________________

CITY STATE________ ZIP

NAME OF GROUP_________________________________________________

Churches Include
Baptist and Reflector

The following churches have included 
Baptist And Reflector in their church pro
gram.

New Budget
Boiling Spring—Union Association
Baxter, Tennessee
Rev. W. C. Wright, Pastor

New Club
Harmony church—Cumberland Associa

tion
Adams, Tennessee
Rev. Milburn Chester, Pastor

Report Reflects Increased 
Interest in Church Vocations

Nat C. Bettis, director of In-Service 
Guidance for Church Vocations at Carson- 
Newman college, Jefferson City, has re
ported that 274 Carson-Newman students 
have registered an interest in some form 
of church vocation work.

The report indicates that 121 men have 
interest in the preaching ministries, with 
21 of these men presently serving in a 
church. The remaining portion of the fig
ures show students to be interested in these 
respective fields: Music ministry, 36; reli
gious education, 24; Christian service volun
teers, 15; volunteer missions, 68; and un
decided, 10.

Bettis said, “It is significant at Carson- 
Newman that the enrolment of Christian 
service volunteer students has not declined, 
but students are coming to Carson-Newman 
in a rather consistent fashion to receive 
training for church vocations in which they 
are interested.”

Bettis also noted that “More students now 
than ever before have an opportunity to 
serve in local churches . . . and more 
churches are currently requesting far more 
student youth workers than ever before.”

WOLFE BROS. & CO.
A PINEY FLATS, TENN.

■ CHURCH FURNITURE
1 Since 1888. Write for fro* estimate.

Mail coupon to: Public Relations Department, Six Flags Over Georgia, 
P.O. Box 43187, Atlanta, Georgia 30336.

Gang up on Six Flags* 
You’ll never forget it*

A group trip to Six Flags Over Georgia is a great way to 
spend a day. Because the spectacular rides, shows, adventures 
and attractions that celebrate our area’s colorful history are 
even more memorable when you share them with friends.
Your church, youth, or club group can spend an entire, 
unforgettable day for a one-ticket price—and group rates apply.
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Denominationalism Is Not 
Outdated, Says Allen

DALLAS—Jimmy Allen, president of the 
1.8 million-member Baptist General Con
vention of Texas, has expressed sharp dis
agreement with a Dallas theology professor 
here who declared that denommationalism 
is outdated and ineffective.

Writing in a weekly column used widely 
by daily newspapers in Texas, Allen re
sponded to comments of Albert C. Outler, 
a professor in the Perkins School of The
ology at Southern Methodist University, 
who addressed the first annual assembly of 
the Texas Conference of Churches in Dal
las.

Outler told the group, “Denominational
ism is no longer a productive form of Chris
tian existence—or racism, or class conflict, 
or self-maintained elites of any sort. All 
these are pollutants of the human spirit and 
must be discarded along with sulfonated 
hydrocarbons and raw sewage.”

Allen, pastor of First Baptist Church, 
San Antonio, Tex., said “Few people 
want to return to the harsh, bitter 
sectarianism which once characterized 
relations between groups of churches.
“It is ironic,” he continued, “to watch this 

same type of harsh attitude once common 
to sectarian groups now used on a more 
‘sophisticated’ level by those who heap scorn 
on denominational differences in the name 
of unity.”

Allen admitted the error of denomination
al or other structures which hinder the 
spirit of God and his work or limit the 
concept of God to that of a tribal deity.

But he added, “Sin is not inherent in de
nominations. They (denominations) may be 
used as effective channels of Christian serv
ice, harsh judgementalism and pygmy con
cepts of God also are founded on many 
other factors,” he said.

“Comparing denominational loyal
ties to raw sewage polluting the human 
spirit is a tragic misstatement of the 
case,” he wrote. “Christians sharing a 
similar basic understanding of the truth 
of Christ’s revelation, the place of Bib
lical authority, the level of emotional 
content in worship, and the urgency of 
the message of Christ find normal ex

pression of their faith in joining like
minded persons in their efforts for serv
ice.”
The 43-year-oId Texas Baptist president 

pointed out that the basic grouping founded 
by Jesus was the local fellowship.

“Precisely for that reason,” he continued, 
“groups showing the greatest spiritual vi
tality, even in this increasingly secularized 
age, are those profoundly committed to do
ing the work of God on a local level, rather 
than concentrating their energies on creating 
a profile of uniformity.”

Allen added, “Unity, without doubt, is a 
source of strength in any movement. How
ever, unity is an inward bent of mind and 
spirit which allows Christian groups to find 
areas of cooperation, not a uniformity of 
structure.”

Stating that denominational diversity has 
a valid element of strength to offer, Allen 
concluded, “Every man-made channel of 
service, denominational or otherwise, must 
be kept under constant examination to 
make sure it remains sensitive to what God 
is doing to his world.”

Arkansas Convention President 
Elected Outstanding Man

LITTLE ROCK, Ark.—Tai D. Bonham, 
pastor of South Side Baptist church in Pine 
Bluff, Ark., and president of the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention, has been named 
along with two others as Arkansas' Out
standing Young Men for 1969.

Bonham, Coy Austin Clark, elementary 
school principal in North Little Rock, and 
Dr. Frederick T. Fraunfelder, opthalmology 
professor here, were honored at an awards 
banquet here by the Arkansas Junior 
Chamber of Commerce.

The three men were chosen by a com
mittee of three businessmen from among 36 
nominations submitted by Junior Chamber 
of Commerce chapters in the state. The 
Pine Bluff chapter of Jaycees earlier had 
conferred on Bonham its Distinguished 
Service Award. (BP)

Staples Elected Second 
Time As Arizona Editor

PHOENIX, Ariz.—James R. Staples, pas
tor of Royal Palms Baptist church here for 
four years, has for the second time been 
elected editor of the Baptist Beacon, weekly 
newspaper of the Arizona Southern Baptist 
Convention, effective April 1.

Staples served as editor of the Beacon 
from 1960-62, when he resigned to become 
executive vice president for Grand Canyon 
College, Phoenix.

He succeeds M. Frank Gillham, editor of 
the Beacon for the past two years, who re
signed to become pastor of Calvary Baptist 
church, Clearwater, Florida. Gillham is a 
former missionary to Japan.

Staples will serve as director of communi
cations for the convention in addition to his 
duties as editor of the state paper, accord
ing to Charles L. McKay, executive secre
tary.

For the past 20 years, Staples has been 
a pastor or denominational worker in Ari
zona. He was pastor of North Phoenix Bap
tist church for 10 years before his election 
in 1960 as editor of the Baptist Beacon.

Active in denominational affairs, he is a 
former president of the Arizona Southern 
Baptist Convention; former member of the 
Foreign Mission Board of the Southern Bap
tist Convention; former president of the 
Executive Board of the Arizona Conven
tion; and former trustee for Grand Canyon 
college. He was a member of the state 
Convention Executive Board at the time of 
his election. ’

A graduate of Ouachita Baptist university, 
Arkadelphia, Ark., and New Orleans Bap
tist Theological seminary, Staples holds a 
doctorate in education from Arizona State 
university, Tempe. (BP)

Seminary Rejects Request 
To Provide Panthers' Bail

NEW YORK—Directors of Union Theo
logical seminary rejected a student-faculty 
assembly request that about $400,000 be 
provided as bail collateral for a group of 
Black Panthers held here on charges of con
spiring to bomb public buildings.

Chairman John S. Erwin, II, said the 
board turned down the proposal by a vote 
of 30 to 2, after a meeting at which Panther 
defense attorney Gerald Lefcourt endorsed 
the students’ plea.

The vote came at an executive session. 
The official statement from Mr. Erwin did 
not directly mention the Panthers. It said, in 
effect, that while directors shared a concern 
for the defense of civil liberties, it was not < 
felt seminary funds should be used in the 
manner requested. (RNS) 1

Available May 30th—
Religious Education Grad with

Preschool Major.
Write "B & R", Box 647, 
Brentwood, Tenn. 37027
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Anonymous Donor Gives $15,000 
In Food to Church in Ghetto

CHICAGO—What does a Baptist church do with an anonymous gift of 50,000 
boxes of breakfast cereal, 2500 pounds of instant potatoes, 70 cases of spaghetti, 50 
cases of assorted canned goods, 24 cases of dry soup mixes, and 10,000 cases of instant 
pudding?

For Bosworth Street Baptist Church here, it is no problem. Pastor R. H. Thomas 
described the gift as a miracle, not a problem.

‘‘It’s like manna,” he said. “It’s a gift from heaven for the poor people of our 
neighborhood.”

Bosworth Street Baptist Church is located in a racially mixed neighborhood on 
Chicago’s northside that includes blacks, Polish, Spanish-speaking and migrants from 
the Appalachian states. Thomas said the church is right in the midst of a ghetto area. 
(BP)

Crotts Elected Chairman 
Of Foundation Executives

AUSTIN, Tex.—Glen E. Crotts, execu
tive secretary of the Baptist Foundation of 
Arizona, was elected president of the Asso
ciation of Baptist Foundation Executives at 
their annual meeting here.

Crotts, who succeeds Gus Johnson, execu
tive secretary of the Baptist Foundation of 
Florida, had served as vice president in 
1969.

Vernon Yearby, executive secretary of the 
Baptist Foundation of Alabama, was named 
vice president and Jim Cherry, executive 
secretary of the Baptist Foundation of 
South Carolina, was elected secretary-treas
urer.

The two-day meeting covered a wide 
range of topics, including foundation op
eration, stewardship, development, tax 
structures, and promotion and communica
tion techniques. (BP)

Laymen Pacing Growth 
In Africa, Latin America

PORTLAND, Ore.—The work of laymen 
is leading Protestant church growth in 
Africa, South America and several other 
overseas areas, according to Clyde W. Tay
lor of Washington, D.C., general director of 
the National Association of Evangelicals.

“We must not judge the state of the 
church wholly by what we see in the United 
States,” Taylor said in Portland.

“Affluence has slowed the growth of 
Christianity in this country. Overseas, Chris
tian growth is fantastic in some places.”

The evangelical leader said that in Co
lumbia, Protestants have grown more than 
ten-fo’d in the last 20 years. In all of Latin 
America there were 70,000 Protestants in 
1910—today there are about 20 million, he 
reported.

“Christianity is growing thrice as fast as 
the population percentagewise in most of 
Africa,” Taylor continued. “We must learn 
from the Christians overseas.” (RNS)

Vacation Bible School Training 
Sessions Set for April 6-10

Associational Vacation Bible School 
training sessions, sponsored by the Sunday 
School Department, Tennessee Baptist Con
vention, are scheduled for April 6-10.

These sessions, associations and churches 
are as follows: Team G, April 6—William 
Carey, First Fayetteville, Team H, Cumber
land, New Providence, Clarksville, Team 1, 
Robertson, First, Springfield; April 7— 
Team G, Duck River, First, Decherd, Team 
H, Truett, First, Waverly, Team I, New 
Salem, First Carthage; April 8—Team G, 
Sweetwater, First, Sweetwater, Team H, 
Beech River, First, Lexington; April 9— 
Team G, McMinn, North Athens, Team H, 
Alpha, Judson, First, Centerville, Team I, 
Wilson Co., Hillcrest, Lebanon; April 10— 
Team G, Loudon County, Calvary, Lenoir 
City, Team H, Maury, First, Columbia, and 
Team I, Cumberland County, First, Cross
ville.

Each clinic is from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. ex
cept William Carey, which meets from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. and Duck River, which meets 
from 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Stewart County association meets April 
6 with Cumberland association from 4 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. and Truett association meets from 
5 p.m. to 9 p.m.

The associations meet from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. except Robertson County and New 
Salem which meet from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
Wilson County association meets from 4 
p.m. to 9 p.m.

A BAPTIST
Qbook store 
Qewine with a QJi/uaIlok Oc&tiitQtioh, 

Coast to Coast
734 Cherry Street 

Chattanooga, Tennessee 37402
706 South Gay Street 

Knoxville, Tennessee 37902
24 North Second Street 

Memphis, Tennessee 38103
1010 Broadway 

Nashville, Tennessee 37203

W. HERSCHEL 
FORD'S 
NEWEST...

Simple Sermons on Prayer

Drawing on a lifetime of successful 
pulpit ministry, the master of prac
tical preaching presents another new 
volume of sermons. This time deal
ing with the great power of prayer.

Describing how to use prayer, as 
well as how not to, Dr. Ford de
livers many enlightening truths on 
the subject.

The language is simple and 
straightforward. The message is 
always clear. Simple Sermons on 
Prayer offers reading highly appro
priate for modem living.

Cloth, $2.95

Buy the complete set of 
Dr. Ford's previous books—

save $5.15
Simple Sermons on Heaven, 

Hell and Judgment.........................$2.95
Simple Sermons on Prophetic Themes .$2.95
Seven Simple Sermons on the 

Saviour’s Last Words.................. $2.50
Seven Simple Sermons on the 

Second Coming ............................$2.50
Simple Sermons About Jesus Christ ..$2.50
Simple Sermons for Funeral Services .$2.50
Simple Sermons for Saints and Sinners.$2.95
Simple Sermons for Special 

Days and Occasions...................... $2.95
Simple Sermons for Sunday Evening . .$2.95
Simple Sermons for Sunday Morning . .$2.95
Simple Sermons for Time and Eternity.$2.95
Simple Sermons for Times Like These .$2.95
Simple Sermons for Today’s World ...$2.50
Simple Sermons for 20th Century

Christians .......................................... $2.95
Simple Sermons From the Book of

Acts—Two Volumes complete in 
one edition........................................$5.95

Simple Sermons on the Old 
Time Religion................................ $2.95

Simple Sermons From the Gospel 
of John—Two Volumes complete 
in one edition ..............................$5.95

Simple Sermons From the Gospel 
of Matthew....................................$4.95

Simple Sermons on the Christian Life .$2.95
Simple Sermons on Salvation and 

Service ...........................................$2.50
Simple Sermons on Seven Churches 

of the Revelation..........................$2.95
Simple Sermons on the Ten 

Commandments ............................$2.95
Simple Sermons on Simple Themes .. .$2.95
Simple Talks for Christian Workers .. .$2.95
W. Herschel Ford’s “Simple Sermons’’ 

Series—24 volumes
Retail Value $75.65 ............................ $70.50

at your Baptist Book Store
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Sunday School Lesson for April 5, 1970—By W. R. White
Life and Work Series X

The Strong and the Weak
Basic Passage: Romans 15
Focal Passage: Romans 15:1-7, 14, 30-33

Too often the relationship between the 
strong and the weak Christian is not good. 
There is the possibility of a beautiful rela
tionship.

Too often the strong either disdain, pity 
or disregard the weak. He should have a 
sympathetic, compassionate understanding 
of him. The stronger Christian should have 
the spirit of solicitous concern for his 
weaker brother as the older brother has for 
his very tender younger brother in the flesh.

His greater strength should make the 
more mature Christian conscious of a very 
serious obligation to his less mature fellow 
disciple.

So often the stronger Christian is very 
critical of the blunders of the weaker pro
fessing Christian. Frequently when there is 
a new convert, the older disciple will sit 
back to see “how long he holds out.” If he 
stumbles he will question his sincerity in 
having made a public profession. Yes, he 
will actually question the genuineness of his 
conversion from the very beginning.

We should remember that some people 
are inherently weaker and are more likely 
to stumble than others.
THE SUCCOR OF THE STRONG
Romans 15:1-7

Those of us who have a robust conscience 
and more maturity should succor and sup
port the weak with tender scruples and as
sume their problems as our responsibility.

We should behave in such a way as will 
build them up and not cause them to stum
ble. We are not to do as we please dis
regarding the influence on our neighbor. We 
should put his welfare as a high priority in 
determining our course of conduct. This 
will be following in the footsteps of Jesus.

The old revelation given to our fathers 
is for inspiration and encouragement that 
we have a steadfast hope exemplifying forti
tude.

May the God of all hopes and comfort 
encourage us to agree with one another so 
that with one mind and voice we may praise 
Christ Jesus to the glory of our Father. We 
should be likeminded toward each other in a 
Christlike way. Therefore we should receive 
each other the way Christ receives each of 
us. Then the weak and the strong are 
welded into a beautiful fellowship.
A REALLY MATURE CHURCH
Romans 15:8-14

The Apostle Paul pays the church at 
Rome a very high compliment. They are 
described as full of goodness. That is, they 
feel right and act right toward each other. 
They have a beautiful spirit. Yes, they are 
full of knowledge. That is, they are learned 
in the Word of God thoroughly furnished 
unto every good work.

Therefore they are able to counsel, en
courage, and inspire each other in every 
form of proper behavior and in all kinds of 
excellent activities pleasing to God.

Such a church can be trusted to work 
out all of its problems and difficulties. This 
is Paul's exalted opinion of them. This 
within itself should have been most stim
ulating to them.

A TOUCHING APPEAL
Romans 15:30-33

Paul appeals to them with all the love 
which the Holy Spirit imparts to wrestle 
with him in prayer to the end: he would 
have deliverance from the unbelievers in 
Judea particularly in Jerusalem. He is plan
ning to go there to present the relief he had 
raised for the saints. He is concerned that 
his mission to the believer should be well 
understood and properly received by them.

He is concerned that he may come to 
the church at Rome in a happy frame of 
mind and that he have sweet, restful fellow
ship there.

Great compassion and intelligent concern 
toward the weak, poor, and underprivileged 
are imperative today. There is an appropri
ate action which should flow from this com
passion and concern.

There are many kinds of weakness. All 
of it cannot be met in the same way. There 
should be no condescending pity. Each type 
must have a reaction and ministry which is 
tailored to the kind of need and nature 
of the under-privileged involved.

Some have real conscientious scruples. 
Others have fanatical sensitivities that never 
react properly.

There are the poor and underprivileged 
with different stories. Some of their situ
ations are due to their own making. The 
plight of others is due to greed and tyranny 
of power. Still other predicaments are due 
to the maladjustments precipitated by a 
rapidly changing technology. Compassion
ate, enlighted action is very imperative. 
Blind extravagant generosity can be a dis
service and solve nothing.

INDIANAPOLIS STORE MANAGER
NASHVILLE—Mrs Ruth Giles Neal of 

Arlington, Tex., has been named manager 
of the Baptist Book Store in Indianapolis, 
Ind.

Previously, Mrs. Neal was floor sales 
supervisor for the Baptist Book Store in 
Arlington, Tex.

Her 15 years’ experience in Baptist book 
stores includes service as an office clerk, 
visual aids clerk, and sales clerk in the 
Baptist Book Store, Little Rock, Ark. (BP)

Pasadena Church Revival 
Results In 861 Converts

PASADENA, Tex.—An eight-day revival 
at First Baptist Church, Pasadena, Tex., 
conducted by evangelist James Robison, has 
resulted in 861 professions of faith.

It followed by two weeks a similar cru
sade Robison led at Plymouth Park Baptist 
Church in Irving, Tex., which resulted in 
708 conversions.

Southern Baptist Convention and Texas 
Baptist evangelism leaders said following the 
Irving meeting it was thought to be a 
record for conversions at a local church 
revival.

There were more than 1500 total deci
sions during the Pasadena church revival. Of 
the 861 professions of faith, 306 came in 
one night when more than 3000 persons 
jammed into the 1700 seat auditorium, and 
into a nearby chapel and fellowship hall 
where closed-circuit television had been set 
up.

L. D, Morgan, pastor of the Pasadena 
church, said much of the success of the 
revival was due to Robison's appearance at 
high school assemblies.

The 26-year-old native of Hurst, Tex., 
delivered hard-hitting talks on moral prob
lems confronting students at all four of the 
city’s high schools. (BP)

Price Resigns St. Louis 
Church For Business Career

ST. LOUIS—Sterling L. Price, minister 
of Third Baptist Church here, has resigned 
effective April 1 to seek a new career in 
business, probably in the field of public re
lations.

A widely-known minister, Price became 
pastor of the 3000-member church in 1959, 
succeeding the late C. Oscar Johnson. He 
came to St. Louis from Abilene, Tex., where 
he was pastor of University Baptist Church.

He is a former pastor of Baptist churches 
in Newport News, Va., and Athens, Tex., 
and is a graduate of Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Fort Worth. (BP)

HOME LIFE ASSISTANT
EDITOR APPOINTED

NASHVILLE—Linda Lawson has been 
named assistant editor of Home Life, a pub
lication of the Sunday School department 
of the Southern Baptist Sunday School 
Board effective April 1.

Miss Lawson, a native of Alabama, is a 
graduate of William Jewell college, Liberty, 
Mo., and holds a master of arts degree 
from the University of Missouri, Columbia.

She formerly taught high school English 
in Kearney, Mo., and served as a teaching 
assistant at the University of Missouri in 
1969. (BP)
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F rom tlie
Executive Secretary

On Matters ot

By W. Fred Kendall

Kendall

Last week I had the privilege of address
ing the East Tennessee Baptist Historical 
Society at Carson-Newman College at Jef

ferson City. We now 
have historical society’s 
in each of the three 
grand divisions of the 
state. Southern Baptists 
have become much more 
concerned with their his
tory in the last several 
years as the convention 
has grown so much 
larger and as it has now 
entered into its second 
century.

The Southern Baptist
Historical Commission and Society which 
will be holding its annual meeting in Nash
ville, April 20-22 has rendered a great 
service in stimulating interest in the state 
conventions. It has been given two major 
programs by the Convention, that of re
cording, procuring and preserving history, 
and the program of utilization. It has micro
filmed much of the resource material avail
able to date. It also sponsors the Dargan- 
Carver Library together with the Sunday 
School Board which has a great collection of 
historical materials.

The East Tennessee Baptist Historical 
Society is also interested in procuring and 
preserving all of the historical resource ma
terials of the history of Tennessee Baptists 
which can be found and made available. 
They are working toward securing a his
torian in each association. They are also 
promoting the recording of accurate records 
of associations and churches and of all 
historical events which should be pre
served for the future. A great improvement 
has been made in the recording of minutes 
in both churches and associations as people 
have become more conscious of the im
portance of these records for history.

We hope to have a state Baptist Historical 
Society organized in the not too distant 
future. We also need to provide for a de
pository where materials can be secured 
and made available for research and use. 
Every effort should be made to locate and 
secure all of the old historical resource ma
terial possible. Old minute books of asso
ciations and churches, old magazines and 
papers which contain historical materials, 
old scrapbooks which contain historical 
clippings, old programs of important events, 
biographical materials concerning promi
nent Baptist leaders are all valuable his
torical sources. If any reader possesses such 
material or knows where there is such 
material he should contact Professor Roy 
Lillard at the Community College at Cleve-

By Dr. B. David Edens, 
Director, Marriage and 
Family Program 
Stephens College 
Columbia, Missouri 65201

Questionable Adult Ethics, 
Delinquency Linked

Suburban parents tend to see themselves 
as superior to inner city adults and to live 
as if the basic code of honesty doesn’t ap
ply to them, the referee for the Cleveland 
Heights branch of the Juvenile Court noted.

A mother may condemn the city youth 
who steals, yet think nothing of “borrowing” 
a shopping cart from the local supermarket. 
A father may be scornful of “welfare 
cheats” but his son will observe that dad 
delights in padding his expense account, 
Brian Sexton pointed out.

He added a quote from David Loth’s 
book, “Crime in the Suburbs”: “Suburban 
parents feel that keeping up appearances 
is more important than keeping up pay
ments . . . The most striking difference be
tween urban versus suburban delinquents 
is that delinquency is produced by the worst 
aspects of the metropolitan conditions in 
the city, but is the by-product of some of 
the best conditions in the suburb.”

Shaker Heights school and court psychia
trist Oscar B. Markey agrees. “Parents in 
the suburbs often set a bad example for 
their children because they can financially 
afford to do so.”

CZECH CHURCH RELOCATION 
REQUIRED

Urban renewal going on in Bratislava, 
Czechoslovakia, will affect the site of one 
of the best known Baptist churches in 
eastern Europe.

The 400-member Bratislava church oc
cupies a building near the city center. This 
site must be given up in a redesigning of 
the city. European Baptist Federation 
leaders said Baptists are being offered a 
corner lot in a new suburban housing area 
for relocation.

City planners said the new church build
ing must conform in style to surrounding 
apartment units. Estimated price of con
struction, under this plan, would be about 
$600,000, EBF leaders said. (EBPS) 

land. Mr. Lillard is the president of the 
East Tennessee Historical Society.

This year the Southern Baptist Convention 
is celebrating its 125th anniversary and it 
is a good time to look back across the years 
with a new and deeper appreciation of the 
great way in which God has blessed us. We 
have a great history and a noble heritage 
of which we should be proud.

Historically
From the files

50 YEARS AGO
The Federal Council of the 

Churches of Christ in America gives 
the following forecast of the religious 
census of the country: Roman Cath
olic, 17,549,324; Jew, 260,000; Mor
mon, 494,388; Greek Orthodox and 
related bodies, 269,962; Methodist 
Episcopal, 4,175,502; Negro Baptist, 
2,938,579; Southern Baptist, 2,887,- 
428; Methodist Episcopal church, 
South, 2,152,974; Presbyterian, 
U.S.A., 1,603,033; Northern Baptist, 
1,502,341; Disciples of Christ, 1,193,- 
341; Protestant Episcopal, over 1,000,- 
000; Congregationalist, 808,122; and 
United Lutherans, 782,801.

Baptist and Reflector carried an ad
vertisement for two favorite maga
zines: McCall’s and Baptist And Re
flector subscribed for together at the 
price of $2.50 per year.

20 YEARS AGO
First church, Franklin, W. C. Sum- 

mar, pastor, authorized a building 
committee for the purpose of securing 
architectural drawings for enlarging 
the educational facilities.

Dr. Chester Quarles, a native of 
Gulfport, Miss., has been elected ex
ecutive secretary of the Mississippi 
Baptist Convention.

10 YEARS AGO
Dr. Luther Joe Thompson, newly- 

clectcd pastor of First church, Chatta
nooga, has been awarded a George 
Washington Honor Medal by the 
Freedoms Foundation for his sermon 
of July 5 entitled, “The Price of 
Liberty.”

EAST GERMANS BUILD IN TWO WAYS
Baptists in the German Democratic Re

public (East Germany) have two ways to 
build new churches, their general secretary, 
Rolf Dammann of East Berlin, reported.

They can secure help through official 
channels. A professional building firm then 
does the work, he said. A Baptist church in 
the city of Karl Marx Stadt was build in 
this way.

In the second, they can build with volun
teer labor from the churches. People can 
also volunteer work time at building ma
terials factories so that construction needs 
can be secured. This method was followed 
in building an institute in Schmiedeberg.

All large projects require the official 
channel, since it would take too long a 
time to build them through volunteer work 
of church members. (EBPS)
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Jacksonville Church Re-enacts 
Crucifixion Through Drama

By Janies Evans McReynolds

JACKSONVILLE, Fla.—The figure on 
the center cross appears beaten and bloody.

Sweat runs down his face.
“Were you there when they crucified my 

Lord?” the choir sings.
Tears fall from the faces of women, 

children and some men, who are looking 
on.

The audience gets so close emotion
ally to the real events of the death, burial 
and resurrection of Christ that some faint. 
Few leave unmoved.

The drama which attracts thousands of 
persons each Easter was written by R. M. 
Coolidge, pastor of Highlands Baptist 
church, Jacksonville, Fla.

The actors, costume designers, directors, 
propmen and carpenters are some 200 
members of the Highlands church.

“You feel as if you are there sharing 
the guilt and ugliness of the thing that is 
happening,” an observer said.

This is the third year the church has pre
sented the drama. Coolidge wrote his 
script in 1951 while he served North Edge- 
field Baptist church, Nashville, Tenn., as 
pastor.

He introduced the drama to audiences 
in Jacksonville when he became pastor 
of the Franklin Street Baptist Church.

Part of Ministry
Since then the passion drama has become 

a part of the church’s ministry.
The Franklin Street Church continues to 

present the drama at sunrise each Easter 
from Coolidge’s original script.

The drama is presented with original 
scenery on and around a large sand dune 
where scenes take place in a semi-circle.

“One man in the crowd of spectators be
came so involved during the crucifixion 
scene that he actually tried to stop the 
crucifixion,” Collidge related.

“Another blind man in the congregation 
standing with thousands of other people . . . 
said, ‘This is the most beautiful thing I 
have ever seen,’ ” Collidge added.

The scenes are made as realistic as 
possible. “Even the donkeys cooperate. 
Their ‘hee-haws’ add a touch of reality to 
the drama,” he said.

In their helmets and armor, actors play
ing Roman soldiers gallop by on horse
back.

The actors portraying Christ and the 
thieves appear nailed to their crosses. The 
crosses have support bases for the feet. 
There are holders on the sides in which the 
actors slip their hands.

“From a distance of ten feet, the audience 
cannot perceive that the actors are not 
nailed to the crosses,” Coolidge said.

In the scene where Christ is beaten, the 

whip has a red substance within the leather 
and fake spikes. This substance makes red 
marks on the body that looks like blood 
and whelp marks.

Not Soon Forgotten
The spear thrown into the actor’s side 

is also a professional prop. A syringe on 
the point of the spear contains the red 
chemical substance used in the beating 
scene.

As the spear is thrown into the actor’s 
padded side, what appears to be blood and 
water pour from the point into which the 
spear is tossed.

“We believe that what people see makes 
an impression on the mind that is not soon 
forgotten,” Coolidge related.

In one scene one of the thieves crucified 
with Jesus resists as the soldiers try to 
nail him to his cross. The struggle adds 
graphic understanding to the horror of 
Christ’s death.

Collidge continues to add a scene or 
two each year. He introduced the scene 
where Judas hanged himself last year. It 
was so realistic that one of the actors 
screamed on impulse as the actor playing 
Judas leaped to his “death.”

Some people drive hundreds of miles to 
see the drama, according to Coolidge. It is 
presented twice on Easter day, at sunrise 
and at sunset.

More than 150 Highlands Baptist Church 
members work all night to put finishing 
touches on costumes, beards, make-up and 
props.

Work starts almost immediately after the 
performance for the next year’s presenta
tion. Rehearsals come on Saturday after
noons several weeks before the drama is 
presented.

“Our people work tirelessly day and night 
to prepare this drama. They have seen 
what it can mean in the lives of those in 
the audience.

“It has the most powerful impact on a 
crowd of people of anything I have ever 
seen during my ministry,” Coolidge said. 
(BP)

Carden Report Author Named 
Word's Executive Vice President

WACO, Tex.—The author of a contro
versial report on Baptist education in Texas 
during 1968-69, William R. Carden, has 
been named executive vice president for 
Word, Inc.

Before joining Baylor university, Carden 
spent nearly a year studying Texas Baptists’ 
higher education institutions at the request 
of the convention’s Education Commission. 
(BP)

Hoke Smith Jr., Foreign 
Missionary, Dies at 43

RICHMOND—Hoke Smith Jr., 43, mis
sionary field representative for Spanish
speaking South America for the Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board, died un
expectedly March 25 in a Richmond hos
pital following surgery.

Funeral services were scheduled at the 
First Baptist church, Longview, Tex., on 
Easter Sunday afternoon, with burial in 
Longview.

As a field representative, Smith was a 
personal link between the SBC Foreign Mis
sion Board here and over 300 Southern 
Baptist missionaries in Argentina, Chile, 
Colombia, Ecuador, Paraguay, Peru, Uru
guay and Venezuela. He made his head
quarters in Cali, Colombia.

Smith and his family moved to Cali 
last August following a year’s furlough, dur
ing which he taught at Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Fort Worth.

Earlier he had been field representative in 
Argentina, Chile, Uruguay and Paraguay 
for seven years. During that time he and 
his family lived in Buenos Aires.

Appointed a missionary in 1952, he 
served for nine years in his first assign
ment as professor of New Testament at the 
International Baptist Theological seminary 
in Cali.

Born in St. Augustine, Fla., Smith lived 
in several states as a boy. He graduated 
from high school in Charleston, S.C., where 
he also studied at the Citadel—the military 
college of South Carolina. He is a graduate 
of the University of South Carolina, Colum
bia, and Southwestern Seminary. He was 
pastor of several Texas churches during 
student days.

He is survived by his wife, the former 
Wanda Karnes, of Abilene, Tex., and their 
four children, three of whom live in Cali. 
The oldest, Arleigh, is a student at Hardin- 
Simmons University in Abilene, Tex.

A memorial service was planned for staff 
and employees of the Foreign Mission 
Board to be held at board headquarters in 
Richmond. (BP)

Seminary President's Wife 
Arrested in Draft Protest

NEW YORK—Mrs. John C. Bennett, 
wife of the president of Union Theological 
seminary, was one of some 180 persons 
arrested here in a demonstration outside a 
draft center.

Mrs. Bennett, 66, was taken into custody 
along with newspaper columnist Murray 
Kempton as they sat on steps in the vestibule 
of a Selective Service office on Varick 
street. A small group had been allowed to 
enter the building.

The wife of the Union Seminary president 
is a long-time foe of the Vietnam war and 
the draft system. She was an organizer of 
the Jeanette Rankin Brigade, a force of 
anti-war women, in Washington two years 
ago. (RNS) 7
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