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125th Anniversary of the Southern Baptist Convention
DENVER—When the Southern Baptist Convention 

convenes here June 1-4, more than 12,000 Baptists 
are expected to celebrate the convention’s 125th anni
versary and conduct the business of the nation’s largest 
Protestant denomination.

Major business items on the agenda include election 
of a new convention president, consideration of a 
record $29.1 million operating budget, possible adop
tion of recommendations concerning the SBC’s na
tional program of student work, consideration of a 
recommendation which would sever ties between the 
SBC and two hospitals, and recommended approval of 
convention themes, objectives and emphases for the 
period, 1973-79.

If editorials and letters to the editor in Baptist state 
papers throughout the nation are any indication, how
ever, some of the hottest issues which might come up 
at the convention are not on the official agenda.

Editorials in nearly a half-dozen Baptist state papers 
before the convention have predicted the possibility 
of some messengers to the convention seeking to rep
rimand the Southern Baptist Christian Life Commis
sion in Nashville for inviting controversial speakers to 
a seminar on morality in Atlanta recently; or to chide 
the SBC Sunday School Board for publishing an article 
in its Broadman Bible Commentary by a British 
scholar, or for issuing sex education materials for 
church studies for teenagers. (See page 5)



n terpretation Devotional

TWO INFAMOUS LIARS
By Herschel H. Hobbs

“But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan 
filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost 
[Spirit], and to keep back part of the price 
of the land?”—Acts 5:3.

On the beautiful rose of sharing (4:32ff.) 
there were two thorns. “Ananias” means 
"God is gracious.” “Sapphira” means 
"beautiful.” God is gracious, but Ananias 
was not. Sapphira had a beautiful name but 
an ugly spirit. And why?

Those who were sharing were doubtless 
being praised for their deeds. This man and 
wife wanted the praise but did not want to 
pay the price. So they sold a possession and 
1 rought a part of the proceeds to the 
mostles, keeping some for themselves. But 
they pretended to give all. Thus they lied to 
the apostles and the church.

Peter faced Ananias with his dishonesty. 
Literally, he had “falsified” the Holy Spirit. 
He sought to make the Holy Spirit a party 
to his evil deed. He could have kept all of 
the money. But to do so he would have 
missed all of the praise of men. In his deed 
he had not lied to the apostles but to God 
(v.4). Evidently the shock of this charge 
was too much for him. He “fell down” 
(aorist tense of immediate action) and died. 
It may have been a heart attack. Later the 
same thing happened to his wife (v.10). For
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she was a party to the entire falsification of 
the Holy Spirit (v.2, “privy” and v.9, 
“agreed together”).

There is no evidence that they were not 
Christians. But they had trifled with a holy 
thing. Their sudden deaths suggest that 
they were Christians who suddenly saw the 
enormity of their sins.

This has modern meaning: to claim to 
give the “widow’s mite” when one has given 
stingingly; to seek credit for spiritual deeds 
without paying the price; to falsify on one’s 
income tax as to church and charitable 
gifts. In such, one does not lie to the pastor, 
treasurer, finance committee or the Collec
tor of Internal Revenue. It is to lie to God. 
And for such even worse things than death 
can happen. Perhaps a drying up of soul 
and spiritual power.

Ananias and Sapphira were charter mem
bers of “The Ananias Club.” Beware, lest 
you should become a member!

pulpit Co
By Jim Griffith

Merchants in department stores and 
ministers of every"denomination must 
contend with that large group of per
sons who, when you try to help them, 
will say: “Oh, I’m just looking!”

“I'm not buying what you’re preach
ing or selling,” they declare, “I’m just 
looking.”

Insofar as the church is concerned, 
there are far too many who say, “I 
just wanted to see what you have. 
No, Tm not even interested in trying 
it on for size—I’m just looking!”

Of course, if you’re giving out 
samples, then they might agree to take 
one to see if it’s to their liking.

And so the “church lookers” join 
that ever-growing procession of the 
samplers, nibblcrs, and tasters.

But sad to say, they are already 
members of that great multitude whose 
main sideline is making the church a 
sideline.
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Commit Thy Way Unto The Lord
By Miriam J. Robinson

“Delight thyself also in the Lord; 
and he shall give thee the desires of 
thine heart. Commit thy way unto the 
Lord, trust also in him and he shall 
bring it to pass.” . . . Psalm 37:4, 5 
In all of today’s noise, heart cries consti

tute the bulk of human sound effects. And 
somebody cares! Help is available! His name 
is Jesus, the Christ. The only conditions are 
commitment and trust.

What are the “desires of thine heart?”
Direction. “What must I do?” “Must I 

accept the job or not?” “Where must I go?” 
Unprofessional human counsel is always 
forthcoming and often misleading. The most 
skilled is yet human and therefore subject 
to error. “I am the way,” says the Lord. . .” 
(John 14:6). “Follow me.” . .- . (Matt. 4:19)

Power. “I can’t do it by myself!” “It’s 
too big!” “Help me!” He is the all-powerful, 
ever-available One. “He shall bring it to 
pass!” “Come unto me, all you who labor 
and are heavy laden.” . . (Matt. 11:28) “I 
can do all things through Christ who 
strengtheneth me.” . . (Phil. 4:13). “As thy 
days so shall thy strength be.” . . (Deut. 
33:25). Suddenly, amazingly, the load is 
lightened, the “tired” is gone, the task is 
done, and the reward is in the accomplish
ment.

Companionship. Above the cacophony of 
crowds, and from the silence of the shadows 
come the sighs and tears, the screams and 
fright of alone-ness. It is the heart’s desire 
for somebody to walk with, somebody to 
belong to, somebody to love. “For I the 
Lord thy God will hold thy right hand, say
ing unto thee, Fear not; I will help thee.” . . 
(Isa. 41:13) “Lo, I am with you always.” . . 
(Matt. 28:20) A longing, a heart-ache is the 
only call He needs to proffer the peace of 
His presence. He is there to talk to, to cry 
to, to listen to, to rejoice with, to be silent 
with. He hears ... He cares!

Then, child of God, for whom Christ died 
and lives again, why does the way seem 
uncertain? Why the weakness? Why the 
loneliness? “Delight thyself in the Lord!” 
. . . And if you have never met this Jesus. . . 
look, there He stands, waiting. He is most 
clearly visible from your knees. He is 
lonely for YOU!

(Editor’s Note: Miss Robinson is assistant 
professor of drama and speech, Belmont 
College, Nashville.)

“Baptists Who Know, Care”
Church members will support Baptist 
work in Tennessee and around the 
world if they are informed of the 
needs by reading the BAPTIST AND 
REFLECTOR.
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Supreme Court Upholds Church Tax Exemption
WASHINGTON — The U.S. Supreme 

Court, in a 7-1 decision, has upheld tax 
exemption for property used for religious 
purposes.

The general principle enunciated by 
Chief Justice Warren Burger, who delivered 
the opinion of the court, is “that we will 
not tolerate either governmentally estab
lished religion or governmental interfer
ence with religion.”

The court asserted that there cannot be 
“absolute” separation of church and state 
and that there must always be some degree 
of contact or relationship between the two.

The problem, according to the court, in 
church-state relations is to avoid excessive 
involvement of the state with the church or 
the church with the state.

Tax exemption, the court declared, “cre
ates only a minimal and remote involvement 
between church and state and far less than 
taxation of churches.”

Such exemption, the court continued, “re
stricts the fiscal relationship between church 
and state, and tends to complement and re
inforce the desired separation insulating 
each from the other.”

Walz Contention
In the historic decision, the court ruling 

continued that government should be neu
tral toward religion, even if that might be a 
benevolent neutrality.

The purpose of a property tax exemption 
“is neither the advancement nor the in
hibition of religion, it is neither sponsorship 
nor hostility,” the . court declared.

Therefore, the court concluded, religious 
entities “should not be inhibited in their 
activities by property taxation or the haz
ard of loss of those properties for non
payment of taxes.”

The case of taxation of churches arose 
in the challenge of Frederick Walz to the 
Tax Commission of the city of New York. 
He sought an injunction in New York 
courts to prevent property tax exemptions 
to religious organizations for properties 
used solely for religious worship.

Walz contended that such tax exemption 
to church property indirectly required him 
to make a contribution to religious bodies, 
thereby violating the First Amendment to 
the Constitution which prohibits an estab
lishment of religion. The Supreme Court 
denied this contention.

The Walz case attracted unusual atten
tion throughout the nation when it was ac
cepted for review by the Supreme Court. A 
total of 11 separate Amicus Curiae (friend 
of the court) briefs were filed in addition to 
the briefs by Walz and the Tax Commission 
of the City of New York.

Such widely separated views as that of 
the atheist Madalyn Murray O’Hair, and 
the Baptist Joint Committee on Public Af
fairs were presented to the courts.

Douglas Lone Dissenter
Mrs. O'Hair wanted the churches to be 

taxed, while the Baptist committee contend
ed that it would be a denial of the principle 
of religious liberty if their tax exemption 
were lifted. The court in its decision agreed 
with the Baptists.

Justice William O. Douglas was the lone 
dissenter in the Walz case. He said that 
“the question in the case therefore is 
whether believers—organized in church 
groups—can be made exempt from real 
estate taxes, merely because they are be
lievers, while nonbelievers, whether organ
ized or not, must pay the real estate taxes.”

Douglas further based his dissent on the 
contention that tax exemption constitutes 
a subsidy for the churches, which he says 
is in violation of the First Amendment.

The court repected Douglas' view on the 
grounds that payment of taxes by churches 
would constitute financial support of the 
government by the churches.

Chief Justice Burger stated that there 
are as many hazards involved when the 
church supports the state as when the state 
supports the church.

The court made it clear that it did not 
uphold tax exemption for churches on the 
basis of “absolute” separation nor on the 
basis of “social welfare services or ‘good 
works’ that some churches perform.”

Separate Opinions
To set up a standard of good works to 

justify tax exemption for churches, the 
court contended, would make the govern
ment a judge as to the amount of good a 
church should do to justify its exemption. 
This would produce undue interference with 
the churches by the state, the court said.

In the dicta that accompanied its decision 
the court virtually upheld its former de
cisions on bus rides and textbooks for 
pupils in parochial schools. It also defended 
the assumption that tax exemption for 
churches does not violate the original in
tention of the constitution makers.

In its conclusion the court said: “It ap
pears that at least up to 1885 this court, 
reflecting more than a century of our his
tory and uninterrupted practice, accepted 
without discussion the proposition that fed-

CORRECTION
In the April 9th issue of Baptist And 

Reflector a story was carried entitled, 
“Special Ministry For Retarded Begun By 
Twa TBC Churches.” The story stated in
correctly that First church, Nashville and 
West Jackson church, Jackson, were the 
only two churches in the state with a pro- 
,grjim for the mentally retarded.

There are reportedly more than 60 
churches throughout the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention with some kind of ministry to 
the mentally retarded.

eral or state grants to tax exemption to 
churches were not a violation of the reli
gious clauses of the First Amendment. As 
to the New York statute, we now confirm 
that view.”

Justices John M. Harlan and William J. 
Brennan, Jr., concurred in the finding of 
the majority of the court, but filed separate 
opinions along with that of Justice Burger. 
(BP)

Children's Homes

Genuine Religion
By James M. Gregg, 

Executive Director-Treasurer
James 1:27 tells us, “Pure religion and 

undefiled before God and the Father is this, 
to visit the fatherless and widows in their 
affliction and to keep himself unspotted 
from the world.” One Bible scholar uses the 
term “genuine religion”, which I like. Gen
uine religion is not only profession of faith, 
ordinances and ceremonies, as important as 
these are, but it is actively serving Christ 
and His Church. It is doing something for 
others—especially those less fortunate than 
we are.

This means compassion and part of com
passion is benevolence. This same scholar 
translates the verse further in these words, 
“to take care of orphans and widows in their 
suffering.” Here is the church in action 
caring for dependent and homeless boys and 
girls. Benevolence is a part of our concern 
for God’s children in the world. This should 
prompt us to support our Children's Homes. 
Thank you, Tennessee Baptists.

Mother of Arkansas Supreme 
Court Chief Justice Honored

LITTLE ROCK—Mrs. Ada Rogers Har
ris of Pine Bluff, Ark., mother of Chief 
Justice Carlton Harris of the Arkansas 
Supreme Court has been named “Arkansas 
Baptist Mother of the Year” by the Arkan
sas Baptist Newsmagazine.

A life-long leader in South Side Baptist 
church in Pine Bluff, Mrs. Harris, a widow, 
has been superintendent of the single young 
people’s department of the church's Sun
day School for more than 30 years.

She considers as her “children” many 
pastors, missionaries, ministerial students, 
church music leaders, and others who were 
in her department at the church as they 
were growing up.

Mrs. Harris was to receive the award 
during special Mother’s Day services at the 
church. The presentation was to be made 
by Erwin L. McDonald, editor of the Bap
tist state weekly newspaper, and Tai Bon
ham, pastor of the church and president of 
the Arkansas Baptist State Convention. (BP)
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EDITORIALS_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

We Believe The Decision Was Right
The Supreme Court of the United States has approved 

7 to 1 continued exemption of church-owned property from 
real estate taxes. Lone dissenter to the decision was Mr. 
Justice Douglas.

The decision was in the case Walz vs. the Tax Commission 
of the City of New York, and admittedly was brought to the 
high court as a test case. An estimated $102 billion in 
church-owned property was involved.

We believe that this decision is a just and right decision 
in the light of historic practices in this nation and consti
tutional interpretations over the years.

In delivering the decision, Chief Justice Warren E. Burger 
said that the exemption for property used for religious pur
poses reflects a tolerance of religion without advancing any 
one sect or religion in general. “Few concepts are more 
deeply embedded in the fabric of our national life,” he noted.

This decision now apparently will be used as a guide as 
more and more state and local governments are exploring the 
possibilities of taxing church property. In all probability, 
property owned by agencies and institutions of the Southern 
Baptist Convention and the several state conventions will be 
affected, ultimately advantageously by this decision.

We recognize that there are problems in church-state 
relations in this area. We realize also that this decision 
won’t end the problems. But we do believe that it is a right 
decision, and for the time-being at least, it will serve to 
maintain a balance in an area which, if contested repeatedly, 
can serve only to widen a breach in our nation. And, there 
are far too many breaches already.

We do not believe that at the present time the system of 
“voluntary taxation” whereby churches contribute to govern
mental support is the answer either.

Campus Violence
We regret exceedingly the untimely deaths of four stu

dents on the campus of Kent State university in Ohio. Final 
judgment as to what was the direct cause of National 
Guardsmen opening fire awaits investigations now under 
way.

This is a tragic loss of life, and one which we deplore. We 
hope and pray that this type of tragedy will not happen 
again. It serves to remind us that governmental decisions 
and constitutional legal interpretations can not be made on 
college and university campuses.

If the pulpits of our nation have a voice—and they do— 
it appears to us that it is past time to preach until all hear 
that for the Christian, a government under law must be re
spected and obeyed, even if we disagree with decisions of 
that government.

We are on the threshold of one of the most dangerous 
eras in our national life; an era which can either break us as 
a nation, or mold us once again into a people who can live 
together under law. No force other than the power of the 
Holy Spirit in the lives of people can accomplish this 
unity. Educational institutions across the country can no 
longer go about their primary business of teaching because 
of extreme unrest on the campuses. Some have already 
closed their doors for the remainder of this term. Others are 
considering this course of action.

In the midst of it all, the Christian church, we believe, has 
a responsibility to preach that for the Christian self-discipline 
and obedience to the laws of the land are necessities in an 
ordered society. If we can get this message across, maybe this 
type of tragedy can be averted.

When All Else Fails
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Begins Monday Evening
The convention will begin on Monday 

evening, June 1, at Denver’s Convention 
Center with W. A. Criswell’s presidential 
message, and with a multi-media presenta
tion, “Milepost 125,” celebrating the anni
versary of the founding of the convention 
in Augusta, Ga., May 8-12, 1845.

Major business recommendations from 
the denominational’s Executive Committee 
will come up on Tuesday morning, June 2.

The Executive Committee will recom
mend a procedure for severing ties with two 
Baptist hospitals, one each in New Orleans 
and Jacksonville, Fla., operated by the 
Southern Baptist Hospitals, Inc., an agency 
of the SBC. Major reason cited for sever
ing ties with the hospitals was a financial 
matter, freeing the hospitals from seeking 
convention approval for every expansion 
program. The hospitals would continue 
under local boards as Baptist-oriented 
Christian institutions.

The Executive Committee, after a 
two-year study by a special committee, 
will also recommend that the national 
program of Baptist student work re
main the responsibility of the SBC 
Sunday School Board, but with struc
ture and relationship changes including 
a new division, commission on campus 
ministries, or other entity with unique 
relationship to coordinate the national 
student work program.
A record 1971 operating budget of $29.1 

million will also be recommended. It would 
be an increase of almost $2 million or 7.3 
per cent over the 1970 budget. Biggest por
tion of the increase would go to six SBC- 
owned seminaries.

New President Due
The Executive Committee will also 

recommend themes, objectives and em
phases for the convention during the years 
1973-79, and that the convention change its 
procedure in future years to begin the an
nual convention on Tuesday morning rather 
than Tuesday evening.

The convention will elect a new president 
to succeed Criswell, pastor of the 15,000 
member First Baptist church of Dallas, 
who has served two one-year terms ful
filling constitutional limitations.

Several Baptist state papers have specu
lated on possible nominees for the conven
tion presidency. Papers in North Carolina 
and Ohio have mentioned by name three 
possible nominees: Carl Bates, pastor of 
First Baptist church, Charlotte, N.C.; Owen 
Cooper, Baptist layman and industrialist 
from Yazoo City, Miss.; and Gerald Martin, 
pastor of Poplar Avenue Baptist church, 
Memphis. The papers pointed out others 
may be nominated, and that there is no way 
to know for certain who will be nominated 
until the election is actually held.

In a departure from its regular format, 
the convention this year will feature only 
four major speeches, and an increased 
amount of time for miscellaneous business.

Major speakers include Evangelist Billy 
Graham, who brings the closing session ad
dress at noon, Thursday, June 4; Sir Cyril 
Black of London, a member of the British 
Parliament and president of the British 
Baptist Union; the annual convention ser
mon by Grady C. Cothen, president of 
Oklahoma Baptist University, Shawnee; 
and Criswell’s presidential address.

Although these items are on the agenda 
for the convention, a half-dozen Baptist 
state papers have speculated that several 
other issues may come from the floor dur
ing miscellaneous business periods.

Would Appeal for Unity
Letters to the editor in at least four Bap

tist state papers have urged the convention 
in Denver to “abolish,” “disband,” “dismiss” 
or cut budget support of the Christian Life 
Commission because it invited three contro
versial speakers to its seminar in Atlanta, 
March 16-18.

The speakers were Anson Mount, public 
affairs director of Playboy magazine who 
was debated by Bill Pinson, Baptist semi
nary professor from Fort Worth; Joseph 
Fletcher, sometimes called the “father of 
situation ethics,” who was debated by Hen
lee Barnette, Baptist seminary professor 
from Louisville; and Negro legislator Julian 
Bond from Atlanta.

The president of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, W. A. Criswell of Dallas, said 
in an interview published by the Baptist 
Standard of Texas, that he did not believe 
the conventi'pn would consider dissolving 
the commission. “I think that is something 
the denomination would not even think 
about,” Criswell said.

Criswell added he would not hesitate to 
appeal for unity within the denomination 
if it is necessary, but observed that he felt 
the business sessions would have a “decided 
emphasis on the conservative doctrines of 
the faith.”

At least four Baptist state papers 
have predicted opposition at the Den
ver convention to the Broadman Bible 
commentary, published by the SBC 
Sunday School Board, because of an 
article in the commentary written by 
British Baptist G. Henton Davies on 
the book of Genesis. Davies was criti
cized for implying that God did not 
really ask Abraham to offer his son, 
Isaac, as a sacrifice, but that this was 
a psychological reaction on the part of 
Abraham.
In three different issues of the Baptist 

New Mexican, Editor C. Eugene Whitlow 
urged the Sunday School Board to recall 
the commentary because, he argued, Davies’ 
article was contrary to the convention’s 
statement of faith. In reply to a letter-to- 
the-editor, Whitlow predicted the matter 
“will become a major matter for our con
vention to deal with in Denver in June.”

Agencies to Report
Several editors have issued pleas for unity 

at the convention, and former Convention 

President Herschel H. Hobbs of Oklahoma 
City, in a widely-published article, wrote 
that “no greater tragedy could befall us 
(the convention) than to spend our time and 
spiritual energy chewing on each other” at 
the convention. He urged instead emphasis 
on celebrating “125 years as a people of 
God.”

Each of the 21 agencies of the conven
tion will present written reports to the con
vention, which will be received all at one 
time within a ten-minute segment. In the 
past, each agency has had separate reports.

Before the convention actually starts, at 
least four Baptist meetings will be held in 
Denver in connection with the convention.

The meetings include the SBC Pastors’ 
Conference, Sunday evening through Mon
day afternoon, May 31-June 1, at the Con
vention Center Arena; the SBC Woman’s 
Missionary Union Convention, Sunday 
afternoon through Monday afternoon, at 
the Convention Center Theater; and the 
SBC Religious Education Association, Sun
day afternoon through Monday afternoon, 
at the Brown Palace Hotel.

A special “Affirming the Bible Confer
ence,” called by the editor of the Missouri 
Baptist state paper, has been scheduled 
Saturday afternoon and evening, May 30, at 
the First Southern Baptist church in Denver.

The Southern Baptist Church Music 
Conference will meet after the convention, 
Friday and Saturday, June 5-6, at the First 
American Baptist church of Denver. (BP)

Christian Career Conference 
Is Held at Camp Linden

Following the theme “Ports of Call,” a 
Christian Career Conference, sponsored by 
the Church Training Department, Tennes
see Baptist Convention, Charles L. Norton, 
secretary, was held May 1-3 at Camp Lin
den, Linden. The total registration was ap
proximately 450.

Leaders from the Tennessee Baptist Con
vention staff as well as staff members of the 
Vocational Guidance Department, Baptist 
Sunday School Board of the Southern Bap
tist Convention participated. There were 
many decisions of commitment for life 
work—with eight making definite decisions 
for a church vocation.

According to Norton, the conference this 
year broke three records—the hottest, the 
coldest, and the highest attendance!

ABOUT THE COVER
Dr. R. J. Robinson, pastor, First 

Baptist church, Augusta, Ga., ex
amines historical marker identifying 
the Augusta church as the birthplace 
of the Southern Baptist Convention. 
At left, is a picture of the building 
in which the messengers met in 1845.
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Feature on ihe Pastor

STEP FORWARD
By Gerald Martin

Step forward if you’re interested in ap
plying for the job of a pastor, but before 
you do let me say a few words about the 
job.

Complaints are heard periodically about 
the pastor being away. Isn’t it strange that 
no one ever complains when he works week 
after week without a day off. No one seems 
to object when he goes night after night 
without a night to stay home with his fam
ily.

A pastor friend came by from another 
state who had put in nineteen days and 
nights like this. He was taking five tran
quilizers a night in order to get five hours 
sleep per night. He walked the floor the 
remainder of the night. The emotional strain 
is too much for some.

As these lines are written I have just 
completed twenty-one straight days of such 
a schedule. In the office at 8:30 a.m., and 
out until bedtime counseling the troubled, 
witnessing to the lost, comforting the sor
rowing, encouraging the young in Christ, 
praying with the bereaved. You cannot 
divorce yourself from the emotional in
volvement of these experiences. Only two 
of those twenty-one days I failed to be in 
the office at 8:30 a.m. One day I “shot” 
nine holes of golf with my deacon chair
man. That day I went in at 5:30 a.m. in 
order to get work out of the way and have 
time for two hours of golf. The other day 
I went fishing. When I returned from the 
lake there were enough visits to be made 
and phone calls, to equal half a day’s work 
(bedtime was late).

If your pastor didn’t get away periodi
cally to get out from under the tensions of 
the pastorate, his family would very soon 
put him away—in a casket or an institution. 
Dr. Vance Havner says, if a man doesn’t 
come apart and rest a while, he will come 
apart.

God has given me a sweet, dedicated 
woman for a wife (any other kind would 
have been gone long ago). He also has 
blessed me with six wonderful children who 
arc completely sympathetic with my sched
ule and who support my work.

It hurts a little on the inside, however, 
when you run in home for a bite of supper 
and one of the children asks, as if it’s tak
en for granted, “Where are you going 
tonight?”

Step forward men, if you want to volun
teer! — -

Step forward ladies, if you want your 
.husband to follow a schedule like your 
pastor’s! „ „

My neighboring Presbyterian pastor was 
gone thirty straight days. Upon returning 
he -heard there had been some murmuring 
about the pastor being gone. He related

Financial Tensions Erupt 
At Atlanta Baptist College

ATLANTA--A crisis over what its presi
dent termed “the style and control of this 
institution” has erupted into the open at 
Atlanta Baptist College here.

President Monroe F. Swilley was the tar
get of attacks from students, faculty and 
parents of students at a stormy public meet
ing at the Baptist college.

The meeting was called by Swilley to 
share with students and parents the thinking 
of college trustees and administration about 
financial problems facing the school.

Opponents of the president, however, 
seized control of the meeting and charged 
him with poor communications, with spend
ing too much time away from the college, 
and with making promises that were later 
contradicted or never realized.

The emotional meeting ended with Swil
ley telling the group that once the college 
is accredited and out of its financial diffi
culties he will leave. “To use the words of

from the pulpit that he had heard about 
the murmuring and if it didn't stop, he was 
going to take thirty days more, and still 
he would not have taken half what the 
average layman gets.

Figure it out for yourself: the average 
layman gets two days off each week, that’s 
a total of 104 days^per year. In addition he 
gets 4 to 6 weeks vacation, if he has been 
with the company twenty-five years. Take 
the four weeks, 28 days. He gets 12 to 15 
holidays, count the 12. Now add all of 
this up: 104 plus 28 plus 12 equals 144 
days. Divide that by seven and you have 
better than twenty weeks that a layman has 
off.

Step forward men, if you want to swap 
with your pastor. Step forward ladies, if 
you want your husbands to make the ex
change.

When a pastor friend of mine left the 
pastorate, I wasn’t surprised that he doubled 
his salary, even though he’d been in his 
pastorate 13 years. Any man who is willing 
to work in secular life as a pastor does in 
his spiritual ministry should increase his 
fortune without difficulty. This isn’t an ap
peal to a true minister of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. j

HE JS A MAN CALLED OF GOD. Dr.; 
J. C. Massee said, when all else failed me I 
was sustained by the conviction that God 
called me.

HE IS A MAN DEDICATED TO HIS 
TAS)^. He doesn’t labor long days and 
hours for wages and fringe benefits but for 
the approval of God: “Well done thou 
good and faithful servant”.

(Editor’s Note: Mr. Martin is pastor of the 
Poplar Avenue Baptist church in Memphis.)

Mr. Nixon, you won’t have Swilley to kick 
around any more,” he said.

Enrolment Decline
A few days before the meeting, Swilley 

had mailed a lengthy letter to all parents of 
Atlanta Baptist College students, detailing 
the school’s enrolment and financial prob
lems which necessitated, cutbacks in per
sonnel and salaries for the coming year.

The school opened in September of 1968 
with 286 students. A peak enrolment of 
316 was attained last September, but en
rolment has dropped to 243 at the present.

Swilley explained that the school received 
only about $200,000 in undesignated gifts 
this year, forcing cuts in salaries of ad
ministrators, and realignment of administra
tive duties.

Swilley himself took a $5000 cut in his 
annual salary. A popular dean of student 
affairs was released in the administration re
organization, and this was a major source of 
student agitation, some observers said.

Faculty members will not be given pay 
raises in September, although they did re
ceive 10 per cent raises this year. They 
will also be paid for only nine months, with 
a 12-month contract possibility only if sum
mer school enrolment in 1971 justifies it. 
The school now has 17 full-time faculty 
members, down from a peak of 21.

Merger Studied
Swilley’s letter to parents explained that 

trustees have authorized their real estate 
committee to negotiate the sale or long
term lease of part of the school’s 600-acre 
tract of land in DeKalb County, to help 
meet a $UA million debt due to banks in 
August.

“When that debt is paid, the school will 
be debt-free,” Swilley explained. “But we 
are still operating on a strict austerity budg
et and will be for some time to come.”

He added that negotiations for a possible 
merger with Mercer University, the state’s 
oldest Baptist school located in Macon, Ga., 
are being held. He explained that no action, 
however, has been taken by the trustees of 
either school.

In his letter to parents, Swilley wrote: “At 
present it appears that there will be no im
mediate merger with Mercer.”

Swilley said “the heart of the charges 
levelled at the meeting are simply this: a 
few militant students and immature young 
faculty members are determined that they 
are going to run this school, rather than 
have it run by the trustees and the adminis
tration. The trustees and administration are 
not bucking under their pressure, and they 
don’t like it.”

He added: “I assure you we have no 
plans of closing. We will be open in the 
fall.” (BP)
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A Good Leader
By C. Winfield Rich

Temple Baptist Church, Memphis, has a 
Sunday School Director who is a “Gifted 
Leader in Performance.” His name—Joe 
Thompson! He has given positive, aggres
sive leadership to this position for fourteen 
years. He does not have a negative person
ality, therefore he is not limited by un
worthy leadership qualities:

1. He doesn't have to be told what to do.
2. He doesn’t have to be “begged” to be 

Director each year.
3. He is not a “yes” Director.
4. He does not wait for the Minister of 

Education to point a direction for every 
program.

5. —Nor does he run ahead of the Minis
ter of Education with plans of his own.

6. He does not question the value of visit
ation, either personally or for the lay lead
ership in the Sunday School.

7. Unthought and unexpressed is the 
dread disease, “that won't work here, it has 
been tried before.”

8. He does not live under the caption, 
“I am too busy, I don't have time.”

9. He is not a “fire truck” Director— 
one who waits for some emergency to arise, 
and then rushes out to put water on the 
flames.

10. He is not just a “bell ringer”—one 
who sits in the office and waits to ring the 
bell when Sunday School is over.

You say, “What a man!” I say, “He is 
God’s man for our church!”

Joe is a gifted leader in performance. 
He knows where he is going and he quiet
ly gets up and does his responsibility. He is 
a teacher of teachers and a leader of lead
ers!

You ask, “What is a man like this worth 
to a church?” And I ask, “Can you number 
the sands on the seashore?”

How do you describe a Sunday School 
Director who is a decided asset, one who 
is a gifted leader in performance?

Scripturally, Joe Thompson excells at 
these points:

“And I sought for a man among them 
that should make up the hedge, and stand 
in the gap . . . Ezekiel 22:30

“And David consulted . . . with every 
leader.” I Chronicles 13:1

“. . . be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord . . . .” I 
Corinthians 15:58

Practically, Joe Thompson exemplifies 
these characteristics:

1. He knows the people!
Joe has been a member of Temple Bap

tist Church for twenty-two years. He has 
moved up in the rank and file of the mem
bership from a passive member to an ag
gressive leader. From an Adult class, he 
was first enlisted to teach Married Young 
People. Later he served as Superintendent 
of this department and then came his big 
move fourteen years ago to become the 
Superintendent of the Sunday School.

Frank Lawton (left), Crusader Consultant, Royal Ambassador Department, 
Brotherhood Commission, explains a new Lad manual to Billy Highsmith, 
Tennessee Royal Ambassador Secretary. The Lad manuals are part of a new 
Royal Ambassador advancement series which will be available May 15 in 
Baptist bookstores.

Fortunate is that church who can provide 
a Director from the membership. His years 
of walking with the people is a decided 
asset to the Minister of Education.

2. He loves the work!
Joe regularly attends Sunday School 

meetings in the Association, the State and 
Ridgecrest or Glorieta. He takes workers 
from the church to these assemblies. Usual
ly from thirty to fifty attend one of our 
Southern Baptist Assemblies each summer. 
This provides the best possible training and 
the finest fellowship opportunities.

Blessed is that church who has a Sunday 
School Director with a Convention-wide- 
view and a world-wide-vision. Such a Di
rector becomes the voice of Him who said, 
“Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; 
for they are white already to harvest.” John 
4:35

3. He promotes the program.
Joe is a performing leader. On Wednes

day night during our ten minute promotion
al period of teachers and officers’ meeting, 
he is in the forefront. He gives direction, 
provides inspiration and the people follow!

While standing tall on Wednesday night 
he also works hard through the week. In 
full and complete harmony he stays in step 
with the Minister of Education. In an un
canny manner, we think the same thoughts, 
give department workers the same answers 
and we speak each for the other without 
mental reservation.

The basis for a long and happy working 
relationship is found in Amos 3:3, “Can 
two walk together except they be agreed?” 
Hundreds of men like Joe serve our South
ern Baptist churches. Their number is le
gion. Their spirit is cooperation. Their na
ture is sweet. Their desire is achievement.

Ministers7 Wives Plan
Luncheon During SBC

DENVER — Wives of Southern Baptist 
ministers attending the Southern Baptist 
Convention here will hold a luncheon on 
Tuesday, June 2, at the Brown Palace 
Hotel, but tickets must be purchased prior 
to the convention, according to Mrs. Vir
ginia L. Norfleet of Kansas City, Mo., presi
dent of the organization.

The Conference of Ministers’ Wives will 
feature an address by Mrs. Robert Fling of 
Pleasantville, N.Y., former president of the 
Southern Baptist Woman's Missionary 
Union; and entertainment by Carol Con
way and Tony Greaves, graduate students 
at the University of Denver.

Mrs. Norfleet, whose husband is pastor 
of Wornall Road Baptist Church in Kan
sas City, said that because of an earlier 
starting time for the convention this year, 
sale of tickets at Denver has been practical
ly eliminated.

“This makes it necessary for us to sell 
tickets through the mail,” said Mrs. Nor
fleet. “Therefore, it is extremely important 
that ministers’ wives make their reserva
tions immediately by sending $5.00 to Mrs. 
Glenn Braswell, P.O. Box 22005, Denver, 
Colorado 80222.”

The meeting, scheduled at 12:45 at the 
Brown Palace Hotel, will be the 15th an
nual luncheon of the Conference of Min
isters' Wives, an auxiliary to the Southern 
Baptist Pastors’ Conference. (BP)
Their hearts have been touched by the 
Master’s Hand.

Emulate These Gifted Men Of Perform
ance!
(Editor’s Note: C. Winfield Rich is Minister of 
Education at Temple Baptist Church, Memphis.)
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Tennessee News Briefs |
Eagleville church, Concord association, 

has completed a new pastorium.

Cades Cove Memorial church, Chilhowee 
association, has ordained William T. Davis 
into the gospel ministry. Elmer Sharp is the 
pastor.

Roy Everett, pastor, Zion Chapel church, 
Chilhowee association, is at home recuperat
ing from an automobile accident. William 
T. Davis is serving as interim pastor.

Virginia Avenue church, Holston asso
ciation, has ordained Carl Jackson and 
Larry Morton as deacons. Frank Lethcoe 
is pastor.

Southeast church, Murfreesboro, Archie 
King, pastor, sponsored a Missions Fair re
cently. Rev. and Mrs. Orvil Reid, mission
aries to Mexico were guests. He gave his 
“Athletic-Clean-Living” exhibition and mes
sage.

Six Mile church, Chilhowee association, 
has paid off the indebtedness on their build
ing that was erected three years ago. The 
obligation was to have been paid in ten 
years. Clifford Debety is pastor.

The Board of Trustees, staff and children 
of the East Tennessee Baptist Children’s 
Home, Chattanooga, held open house and 
dedication recently for the new Family Cot
tage. James M. Gregg serves a general 
superintendent and treasurer of the four 
Convention operated homes.

First church, Bruceton, has broken 
ground for a completely new church plant. 
The sanctuary will seat 585 and will be of 
modern design. Roy Gilleland, Jr., son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Roy Gilleland of Nashville 
(father is Brotherhood secretary, Tennessee 
Baptist Convention), designed the building. 
Completion date is set for Oct. 1. The 
church has sold a $200,000 bond issue in 
five days. Noel Edwards is pastor.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES
Milton Hughes, of Los 

Angeles, Calif., has been 
named consultant in 
campus evangelism for 
the Student Department, 
Baptist Sunday School 
Board of the Southern 
Baptist Convention. 
Hughes served formerly 
as Baptist Student direc
tor, UCLA and the Uni
versity of Southern Cali
fornia.

Kagley’s Chapel church, Chilhowee as
sociation, has called Clarence Evans as 
pastor.

Bernard Scates has resigned as pastor of 
First church, Ripley. In Nov., 1969 Scates 
was seriously injured in an automobile ac
cident near Nashville. He has been pastor 
of the Ripley church for 18 years. The 
Scates bought a home in Nashville in view 
of their retiring years just a few hours be
fore the accident.

REWAL RESULTS
Brownsville church, Brownsville, has 

called Larry Flanagan as minister of music 
and youth. Bob Hollingshead, interim min
ister of music, is leaving this summer for 
a European tour. H. K. Sorrell is pastor.

First church, Jackson, reports 25 pro
fessions of faith, seven additions by letter 
and 43 rededications during their recent 
revival. Mel Debbie and Murray Turner 
served as leaders for the services. R. Trevis 
Otey is pastor.

Hillhurst church, Nashville, reports 26 
for baptism, four additions by letter and 
many rededications during their recent re
vival. Jim Henry, pastor, two Rivers church, 
Donelson, was the evangelist. Jesse McEl- 
reath, minister of music at Hillhurst, was 
in charge of the music. James E. Lee is 
pastor.

Forest Hill church, Chilhowee associa
tion, reports one for baptism, one profes
sion of faith, and three additions by letter 
during their recent revival. Dillard Hagan is 
pastor.

The Baptist Student Union of the Uni
versity of Tennessee, Martin branch, under 
the direction of Bob Glasgow, conducted a 
youth-led week-end revival recently at First 
church, Sharon. Reports indicate six pro
fessions of faith and additions to the church 
as well as 35 rededications. Virgil Blanken
ship is pastor.

Madison Heights church, Madison, re
ports 23 professions of faith, 11 additions 
by letter and 34 rededications during their 
recent revival. Jerry A. Songer, pastor, 
Westwood church, Cleveland, was the evan
gelist and Bill Littrell was in charge of the 
music. Tom Mosley is pastor.

Poplar Corner church, Haywood associa
tion, reports nine professions of faith, two 
additions by letter, and eight rededications 
during their recent revival. Robert Brown 
is pastor.

First church, Alcoa, reports eight profes
sions of faith and two additions by letter 
during their recent revival. Frederick 
Schlafer, pastor, Fifth Avenue church, 
Knoxville, was the evangelist. Paul Griz, 
minister of music, Broadway church, Mary
ville, was in charge of the music. M. Fil- 
more Strunk is pastor.

Oak Hill church, Holston association, has 
cabled Judge Johnson as pastor.

Bethlehem church, Springfield, Robertson County association, sustained ex
tensive damage during the recent tornado which swept a 500-yard wide path 
of destruction across this section of Middle Tennessee. According to pastor 
Charles Fouraker, approximately $50,000 in damages was inflicted. The 
newly remodeled auditorium was completely blown away. The educational 
building, consisting of Sunday School rooms and a basement, was left intact 
and will be used until a new auditorium can be built.

Shady Grove church, Hardeman County 
association, has called W. W. Clark as pas
tor.

Don Blaylock, former minister of music 
and education, Unaka Avenue church, 
Holston association, has resigned as campus 
minister at Morehead State university to be
come minister of music and youth at First 
Baptist church, Cullman, Ala.

I _______________
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Stewardship

MATERIALS AVAILABLE
By W. C. Summer, Secretary

New and completely different teaching 
aids have been released by the Stewardship 
Commission of the Southern Baptist Con
vention, and are now available for purchase 
from the Southern Baptist Convention 
Stewardship Services, 127 Ninth Avenue, 
North, Nashville, Tennessee, 37203.

Special consideration should be given to 
The Christian Family Acknowledging the 
Lordship of Christ through Stewardship and 
the Youth In Stewardship. These kits con
tain graded materials beginning with the 
preschool age through adult. They are not 
designed to be used at the exclusion of the 
stewardship promotional plans such as the 
Forward Program of Christian Stewardship 
or Growth In Christian Stewardship, etc. 
The cost of the Family kit is $3.00 and the 
Youth In Stewardship is $6.00.

Three new filmstrips have been received: 
“Isn’t God Good,” “What’s the Difference?” 
and “Distinctives of a Christian Steward.” 
All of these are available from this depart
ment on a free loan basis. “Distinctives of 
a Christian Steward” is available from your 
associational Superintendent of Missions. 
They are also available for purchase from 
the Stewardship Services.

tyPcedenwnn AfnctubfaeS, 
Box 672 Dept J5, Muscatine, Iowa

An Open Letter to Tennessee Baptists

Private Schools Aid Panel Is Appointed
WASHINGTON — President Richard 

Nixon stepped up his drive to find ways to 
aid the private schools of the nation by the 
appointment of a special four-member panel 
on non-public education.

The newly-named panel will be a part of 
and will work within the framework of the 
President’s Commission on School Finance 
announced earlier in the year.

The four members of the President’s 
Panel on Non-Public Education are: Clar
ence Walton of Washington, D.C., president 
of Catholic University; William E. Mc

Dear Friends:
We join Brother Gregg and our 500 “brothers and sisters” in the four 

homes, in THANKING YOU for your Mother’s Day love offering in your 
church for our care.

We know you will give the people who were away last Sunday another 
chance to give. We also hope that if your church could not receive an offering 
for us last Sunday, you will set another time real soon, so Brother Gregg can 
pay our House Mothers and buy milk and other things for us. Jesus, who 
loves all us little children, will bless you.

Love,
Your Kids
Tennessee Baptist Children’s Homes

P.S. Brother Gregg’s address is
P.O. Box 647, Brentwood, Tenn. 37027
and some folk call his Brother Jim

Manus of Chicago, director of education 
for the archdiocese of Chicago; William 
G. Saltonstall of Marion, Mass., curator of 
the Alfred North Whitehead Fellowship 
Program at the Harvard Graduate School 
of Education; and Ivan E. Zylstra of Grand 
Rapids, Mich., administrator of govern
ment-school relations for the National 
Union of Christian Schools.

Neil H. McElroy, former secretary of 
defense, is the chairman of the Commission 
on School Finance. No other appointments 
to the 16-member body have been an
nounced.
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Cooperative Program Gifts
Increase 3.5 Per Cent in ’70

NASHVILLE—Gifts to world missions 
through the Southern Baptist Convention’s 
Cooperative Program unified budget in
creased by 3.56 per cent during the first 
one-third of 1970, compared to a similar 
period in 1969, convention officials reported 
here.

For the first four months of 1970, con
tributions through the Cooperative Program 
had cached $9.5 million, an increase of 
$329,042 over Cooperative Program gifts 
for the same period in 1969, the SBC Ex
ecutive Committee monthly financial state
ment reported.

Contributions during the month of April 
stayed at almost the same level of April, 
1969, gifts through the Cooperative Pro
gram. the report indicated. April, 1970, gifts 
were $2.25 million, a decrease of $1748 
or .08 per cent compared to April, 1969 Co
operative Program contributions.

In addition to the $9.5 million in Co
operative Program gifts for the year, South
ern Baptists have contributed $16.5 million 

in designated offerings to specific world 
mission causes. Designations are up $245,- 
161, or 1.5 per cent compared to the first 
four months of 1969.

The grand total of designated and Co
operative Program contributions for the 
year reached $26.1 million, compared to 
$25.5 million for the same period in 1969. 
This was an increase of $574,204, or 2.25 
per cent.

Biggest portion of the $26.1 million total 
went to support Southern Baptist foreign 
mission efforts in 70 countries. The SBC 
Foreign Mission Board has received $20.1 
million of the total amount given thus far 
in 1970. The SBC Home Mission Board has 
received $3.1 million of the total. * • ■

The monthly financial report, prepared 
by the SBC Executive Committee here, re
flects only funds given to support world and 
national mission causes of the SBC, and 
does not include amounts contributed to 
local or state missions. (BP)

Woods Named Industry 
Chairman of Bible Week

NEW YORK—E. DeVaughn Woods of 
Nashville, a Southern Baptist and executive 
vice-president of Geneseo, Inc., has been 
named industry chairman for National Bible 
Week of 1970, to be observed during 
Thanksgiving Week, Nov. 22-29.

A deacon and Sunday School teacher at 
Woodmont Baptist Church, Woods is a 
member of the Baptist Sunday School Board 
and a trustee of Baptist Hospital in Nash
ville and the Southern Seminary Founda
tion.

In accepting the leadership in the cam
paign to gain industry support for Bible 
Week, Woods cited that “increasing im
portance” of Bible study. “It is imperative 
that we pursue our search for Truth and 
Life with urgency . . . These are found in 
the Bible, the word of God.”

The Baptist layman noted that “we must 
seek a wisdom higher than our own, a 
power greater than our own, and a motive 
more noble than our own” in resolving cur
rent human problems. Bible Week is co
sponsored by the American Bible Society 
and the Catholic Biblical Association of 
America. (RNS)
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’Tween-age Ambassadors by Frances Tun
nell Carter, Convention, 93 pp.

Taiwan: Unfinished Revolution by W.
Carl Hunker, Convention, 127 pp.

Studying Life and Work Lessons (July- 
September, 1970) by Herschel H. Hobbs, 
Convention, 126 pp.

The Christian Family in Conflict by Roger 
H. Crook, Broadman 127 pp.

Your Emotions and Your Faith by Frank
lin M. Segler, Broadman, 123 pp.

Openness and Freedom by Albert Mc
Clellan, Broadman, 127 pp.

The School and the Democratic Environ
ment by the Danforth Foundation and the 
Ford Foundation, 115 pp., paper.

The Girl in 906 by Douglas Hall, Zon- 
dervan, 139 pp., $3.50.

They Changed My China by Molly 
Wong, Broadman, 127 pp.

Creative Crafts by Jeanne Edwards, Zon- 
dervan, 62 pp., paper.

I Wish I Had Known by 13 authors, Zon- 
dervan, 98 pp., paper 95^.

Cannibal Valley by Russell T. Hitt, Zon- 
dervan, 253 pp., paper, $1.95.

Lift Off! by James C. Hefley, Zondervan, 
159 pp., $3.95.

Genesis by Donald Grey Barnhouse, Zon
dervan, 208 pp., $4.95.

The Association and Church Training by 
Norman E. Hodges, Convention, 156 pp.

The Robert G, Lee Chapel

ARE YOU 1 CALLED INTO FULL-TIME 
CHRISTIAN SERVICE?

Needing thorough training in Bible, homi
letics, church administration, evangelism, 
Christian history, religious education, church 
music, and related subjects?

Wanting these only in a 
Southern Baptist school?

But lacking either your high school or your college credits, or otherwise you 
prefer not to undertake the college and seminary route? BBI had 320 students, 
from 28 states, Cuba, and India, in 1969-70. They take a three-year, seminary
type course. Student wives pay no tuition.

SUMMER SESSION, MAY 25 - JUNE 19

BAPTIST BIBLE INSTITUTE
Uniquely planned for men 1306 College Drive
without college degrees Qraceville, Florida 32440

Foundation

Will The Need Never Cease?
By Jonas L. Stewart, Executive Secretary
Some time ago a man asked in my pres

ence, “Will the need for funds at Union 
University never cease?” My answer was, 
“No, they won’t. We don’t want those needs 
to cease. If the time ever comes when our 
colleges are not extending their services be
yond their ability, they will fail to reach 
their potential. They must do all within 
their power, and beyond, depending on the 
resources of our people and the miraculous 
provision of the Lord.”

All of our Tennessee Baptist schools 
(Belmont, Carson-Newman, Union, Harri
son-Chilhowee) need help beyond that which 
can be provided through the Cooperative 
Program. Our people have the resources. 
The Tennessee Baptist Foundation is the 
recipient of trust funds that will endow 
these institutions. Such a trust may be estab
lished to provide an income for the donor 
for life, or in a will to provide income for 
one’s companion or other loved ones. The 
income would ultimately go to the institu
tion designated by the donor. Consider giv
ing back to God when you die that which 
He gave you while you live. Why not? We 
Christians say it belongs to Him, or are 
we just kidding God by saying that?

The needs will never cease, neither 
should the service be reduced by lack of 
funds. He has provided the necessary re
sources. Our need is to turn them over 
to Him. Write or call Tennessee Baptist 
Foundation, Dr. Jonas L. Stewart, Executive 
Secretary, for information about how you 
can use your home, farm, bank account, 
bonds or other resources (regardless of

Did I Do That? by Dorothy Laux, 47 pp., 
Broadman.

A New Testament Commentary by 25 
evangelical scholars, Zondervan, 666 pp., 
$7.95.

amount) to endow a Tennessee Baptist 
School. Brentwood, Tennessee 3 7 0 2 7, 
Phone 615-833-4220.

AN ENTIRE 
BIBLE 
REFERENCE 
LIBRARY

...in five handy volumes.
Let Bible reading become a real ed
ucational joy in your home!

With just five volumes—five com
prehensive volumes—your study of 
Scripture will be greatly stimulated. 
And your devotional time will take 
on a whole new dimension.

Be sure to ask for:
THE ZONDERVAN TOPICAL 
BIBLE — A new topical Bible for 
this generation, gives Scriptural ref
erences to thousands of subjects.

Cloth, $9.95
THE ZONDERVAN PICTORIAL 
BIBLE ATLAS — Sets the Bible in 
its true historical context, providing 
a graphic portrayal of political, 
cultural and religious development 
during Bible times. Cloth, $9.95 
THE ZONDERVAN PICTORIAL 
BIBLE DICTIONARY — New re
vised edition now includes exclusive 
Trans-Vision® overlay maps. Con
tains 5,000 entries, 700 photos, 
charts and drawings, plus 40 pages 
of new, full-color maps.

Cloth, $9.95
Thumb Indexed, $10.95

MATTHEW HENRY’S COM
MENTARY ON THE WHOLE 
BIBLE — In one convenient vol
ume. Contains all that is most valu
able from the complete work ... in 
Matthew Henry’s own words.

Cloth, $10.95
THE ZONDERVAN EXPANDED 
CONCORDANCE — Makes use of 
the King James Version, plus seven 
other popular English language 
translations to present a fresh, excit
ing approach to Scriptural meaning.

Cloth. $12.95

at your Baptist Book Store
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Court Dismiss Suit Challenging 
Sale of Ariz. Baptist Hospital

PHOENIX, Ariz.—A federal court judge 
has dismissed here a suit challenging the . 
right of the Arizona Southern Baptist Con
vention to sell one of its three hospitals.

U. S. District Court Judge William P. 
Coppie, dismissed the suit for lack of juris
diction.

The suit had been filed by a Phoenix 
attorney in the name of his wife, Gracia R. 
Duecy. She is not a Baptist.

Attorneys for the Arizona Southern Bap
tist Convention asked that the case be dis
missed by the court.

In his decision, Judge Coppie said that 
the only way his court would have had a 
jurisdiction in the case was for there to 
have been the possibility of fraudulent se
curity transfers. He added that the “se
curity transactions were for fair considera
tions, all parties knowing the value of the 
securities.”

Meanwhile, the offer of the J. Allen 
Guinn, Jr. Charitable Foundation to pur
chase the Baptist Hospital of Phoenix has 
been withdrawn, and convention officials 
doubt the likelihood of selling any of the 
three hospitals as authorized by the con
vention messengers in November until an
other court decision is reached.

Still pending in State Superior Court is 
a suit filed by the Arizona Baptist Conven
tion against the 26 directors of the hospital 
association of the state convention, asking 
the court to declare null and void amend
ments to their articles of incorporation 
which would sever ties with the convention. 
A counter claim has also been filed by the 
hospital association. (BP)

An ALL NEW Idea 
for Your Child’s Play

JOT, the star of the popular television cartoon 
series, is now available in colorful books and 
puzzles for your child. JOT gets into all kinds 
of “jams” familiar to most boys and girls, and 
the way he reacts to them teaches a lesson. JOT 
helps your child learn while he plays.

JOT Activity Book
48 pages of things-to-do designed to lead children to use their 
imaginations in situations similar to everyday experiences.

990
JOT Picture Storybooks

—32 pages of full color. Each, 690. 
JOT Hits a Homer—JOT breaks a window and learns re
sponsibility.
JOT’s Cupcake Chase—JOT learns truthfulness after lying 
to his mother makes him feel bad.
Toy Sounds for JOT—JOT learns honesty after taking a 
friend’s toy makes both of them unhappy.

Maury Association WMU 
Sponsors Essay Contest

Miss Mary Ruth Moore, a member of 
Pleasant Heights church, Columbia, Miss 
Peggy Skollinton, a member of the Santa 
Fe Presbyterian church, Santa Fe, and 
Marietta Walters, a member of the Fly’s 
Nazarene church, Santa Fe, are the winners 
of the 1970 essay contest sponsored by the 
Woman’s Missionary Union of Maury as
sociation. ' ,

The program was begun some ten years 
ago with participants writing on the sub
ject,- “Why I Will Not Drink Alcoholic 
Beverages.” Open to all high schoolers in 
Maury County, the project was directed this 
year by Miss Linda Potts, Mission Action 
Assistant. Velma Potts serves as associa- 
tional WMU director.

JOT Frame Puzzles
—25 to 30 pieces, full color. Each, 490.

Subjects are:
God Made the World It’s a Homer
Guess Who? Share With One Another

JOT’s Fun Kit—Three books, four puzzles, 
and one activity book for only $4.49. You 
save 5301

“guiding creative imagination and spiritual growth in children”

The contestants were allowed to have a 
choice of subjects this year: “Why I Will 
Not Drink Alcoholic Beverages;” “Why I

Will Not Use Drugs;” “Why I Will Not 
Smoke;” and “Why I Will Not Live An
Immoral Life.”
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Protection Plans

Peace and Security
By Paul Phelps, Secretary

There are two words that stand out in 
print and in the minds of most all Ameri
cans today—Peace and Security.

Really, what does your pastor have that 
he may consider adquate security in the 
ministry, in his call from God to labor and 
service?

Would you as the average church mem
ber be willing to exchange your security 
for what you are asking your pastor to ac
cept?

Our employers protect us with hospital 
and doctor bills insurance, life insurance 
and a complete retirement program that 
guarantees us security.

What does your church, you as an indi
vidual, for you are the church, do in the 
way of protection and security for your 
pastor and other church employees?

Are you protecting your church against 
the embarrassment that might be yours if 
something happened to a member of your 
church staff?

The Annuity Board, your authorized 
agency, offers you a complete and adequate 
protection for your church employees in (1) 
Health Benefit Plan—Hospital and Surgical 
Payments (2) Group Life Insurance (3) Pro
tection Plan—Retirement income, disability 
income, child education fund and widow 
benefit.

Your church needs this protection as well 
as your pastor and church employees.

With proper protection you and your 
church will be a better church, your pastor 
will feel the peace and security that will 
strengthen him for a better labor for our 
Master and for you his people.

The Protection Plans Department of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention administer 
these programs for you. Write us, call us or 
come by the office and let’s talk about a 
real Peace of Mind and Security. ((615)- 
833-4220, Box 647, Brentwood, Tenn. 
37027)

Church Furniture
WOLFE BROS. & CO. Since 1888 Piney 
Flats, Tenn. Paul Downing Jr., Nashville 
Area Representative Box 1519, 37202, 

Phone 615-256-0917.
Outdoor Bulletin Boards—Steeples—Spires 

—Baptistries.

A BAPTIST
BOOK STORE 
u)itk a, Qh/uAtio^ OiAtvhetioh> 
Coast to Coast

734 Cherry Street
Chattanooga, Tennessee 37402

706 South Gay Street 
Knoxville, Tennessee 37902

24 North Second Street 
Memphis, Tennessee 38103

1010 Broadway
Nashville, Tennessee 37203

LCA WORSHIP DIRECTOR
WILL RESIGN ON JULY 1

NEW YORK—Dr. Edgar S. Brown, Jr., 
has resigned as director of the Commission 
on Worship of the Lutheran Church in 
America, a post he has held since 1962. The 
well-known specialist in liturgy led the de
partment of worship of the former United 
Lutheran Church before it became part of 
the LCA.

Brown, 47, will announce his future plans 
later. The resignation is effective July 1. 
(RNS)

■ Please send me group discount information. There are 25 or more in 
k. my group.

NAME__ —______ ___________________ ____________________________

L v-ADDRESS_______ x___________ ____ _ _____________________________

P C ITY---------- --------- L---- '------ :______ STATE______ — ZIP '_____________
\ ' '' } -

J/NAME OF GROUP—__ 5___ ._______ :________________________________
Mail coupon to: Public Relations Department, Six Flags Over Georgia, 
P.O. Box 43187, Atlanta, Georgia 30336.

Gang up on Six Flags. 
You’ll never forget it.

A group trip to Six Flags Over Georgia is a great way to 
spend a day. Because the spectacular rides, shows, adventures 
and attractions that celebrate our area’s colorful history are 
even more memorable when you share them with friends.
Your church, youth, or club group can spend an entire, 
unforgettable day for a one-ticket price— and group rates apply.

ALC PUBLISHING HOUSE
SALES UP, INCOME DOWN

MINNEAPOLIS — Sales of Augsburg 
Publishing House, of Minneapolis, publish
ing arm of the American Lutheran Church, 
totaled $9,444,721 in 1969, an increase of 
$430,166 over 1968, the denomination’s 
board of publication was told here.

But net income declined—from $493,830 
in 1968 to $433,915 in 1969, Dr. Randolph 
E. Haugan, general manager, reported. He 
said subsidies to units of the ALC dur
ing 1969 totaled $297,200. (RNS)
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Sunday School Lesson for May 17, 1970—By W. R. White 
Life and Work Series

A Disciple Witnessing to a Strengthened Personality 
(Growing a Christian Personality)

Basic Passages: Acts 16:1-3; Philippians 
Focal Passages: Acts 16:1-3; Philippians

The most complete personality is a well- 
developed Christian personality. Natural en
dowment is a factor in personality. What 
we have when we come into this world 
is not our responsibility, but what we do 
with it is our inescapable responsibility. 
Some people start with an advantage, but 
we do not have to answer for that but how 
we finish.

The highest goal of Christian personality 
is Christlikeness. This is neither easy nor 
common. It is more significant and mean
ingful. It requires much self-denial, suffer
ing, and heroic effort.

It is highly rewarding. It is our greatest 
possible achievement. Nothing is more re
warding or exciting. Yet, there will be 
frustrating and seemingly drab moments but 
perseverance will bring life's most satisfy
ing victories and exhilarations.

A real Christlikeness will give a charm 
to the one talent man and make the un
comely attractive. It will add more win
someness to the naturally attractive.

TIMOTHY'S BACKGROUND Acts 16:1-3

Paul and Silas found Timothy on their 
missionary journey to Derbe and Lystra. 
His mother was a Jewess but his father was 
a Greek. The record says that both Timothy 
and his mother were disciples.

Timothy had won rather well acceptance 
among the other disciples. In other words, 
he stood well with the brethren. 1

There was one problem that was not 
paramount but could have limited his use
fulness. He had not been circumcised. Paul 
circumcised him while we know he refused 
to circumcise Titus. It was not made a 
theological issue here. In the case of Titus 
it was. Since there was no contention that 
an individual had to be circumcised before 
he could become a Christian, Paul went 
along with the Jewish custom. Timothy evi
dently had a great godly mother.

TIMOTHY, PAUL'S PERSONAL AIDE 
Philippians 2:19-22

To be so closely associated with a great 
man would strengthen a personality. To be 
his personal representative on serious mis
sions would greatly strengthen anyone.

Paul was greatly concerned about the 
church at Philippi as to their state. He 
wrote them that he was sending his beloved 
Timothy who could be trusted in every 
respect.

He observed that it was difficult to find 
someone whom he could fully trust. He was

2:19-23; 2 Timothy 2
1:19-22; 2 Timothy 2:1-7

certain that Timothy could and would as
certain for him what he wanted to know 
and could render excellent service to them 
as well.

Paul considered Timothy his son in the 
ministry. There was a relationship as in
timate as that of son and father.

TIMOTHY'S GREAT COMMITMENT
2 Timothy 2:1-7

Paul urged Timothy to nurture himself 
thoroughly in the grace of God. He wanted 
him to become a stalwart disciple and 
leader.

He admonished Timothy to pass on to 
others what he had received from him as 
attested by many witnesses. He particular
ly urged him to entrust this message to those 
who would teach it faithfully to others.

The going will be rough and the warfare 
will be trying. Endurance will be necessary 
as in the case of a heroic soldier. Serious 
entanglements will hamper, divert, and en
danger. A severe self-discipline will be neces
sary.

Life is not only a warfare but a game. 
Necessarily every game has definite rules. 
If one desires to excel and win in the 
game of life, he must observe the rules.

Neither life nor nature nor a decent 
society will tolerate unrestrained license 
or anarchy. This is the surest way to slavery 
and defeat.

A well-organized and thoroughly dis
ciplined minority can outmaneuver and 
master an unorganized, irregular, lawless 
majority.

Both fascism and communism operate 
through a well-organized, well-disciplined 
minority. They never have majority rule. 
The majority has to default before they 
can come into power. They maintain their 
advantage by superior cohesion and control 
of the power structure by force.

The churches will pass into impotence 
and subserviency whenever they fail to en
gender self-discipline and compliance with 
orderly processes.

The development of enough of the right 
kind of Christian personalities under the 
reign of Christ is the world’s only hope. Too 
many reforms are rootless. Too many 
people pass around the ripe fruits of Chris
tianity and then throw away the seed or 
the source. Another way of expressing it, 
we gather beautiful displays of cut flowers 
but permit them to fade because they are 
.rootless.

World Services Memorialize 
Jews Slain By Nazi Germany

JERUSALEM—Jews and Jewish sympa
thizers throughout the world participated 
in ceremonies Sunday, May 3, memorial
izing the 6 million Jews who died in the 
Nazi concentration camp holocausts.

In Jerusalem, through an accident of the 
calendar, the 27th anniversary of the War
saw ghetto uprising, in which thousands of 
Jews were eventually killed, coincided with 
the memorial to 1,500,000 Armenians who 
were killed in the Turkish .massacres of 
World War 1.

Israeli countrywide celebrations culmi
nated in a ceremony attending by President 
Zalman Shazar on Mt. Yad Vashem, west 
of Jerusalem, and in a mourning service on 
Mt. Zion. (RNS)

New Testament
VOLUME II

THE LETTERS 
AND THE 

REVELATION
A new’ translation by

WILLIAM BARCLAY
In this second and final volume 

Professor William Barclay 
once again reveals his 

remarkable gift for communicating 
to the ordinary man ami woman 

his unique insights into 
the meaning of the New Testament. 
5 /z" x 9" Cloth ^4.95 ' 352 pages

Also Available
The New Testament, Volume I 

The Gospels and the 
Acts of the Apostles 

$4.95
Order from your 

BAPTIST BOOK STORE
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By W. Fred Kendall

Kendall

When April came to a close, the first six 
months of the Convention year of Tennes
see Baptists had been completed. It is well 

for us to review briefly 
the first half of this year. 
It is always difficult to 
measure spiritual results 
and to properly evaluate 
the work of the churches. 
We have been guilty 
often of using very 
simple appraisals for 
what is always a com
plex problem. We have 
not always taken into 
consideration all of the 
contributing factors t o 

failure or success.
During this six months we always face 

the problem of winter weather, and this 
year we have had an unusual number of 
Sundays when the weather has been ex
tremely bad. We had nine Sundays in a row 
with snow, icy roads, or heavy rains. We 
had several others in addition to these. We 
have also had some areas of the state with 
much influenza. In spite of this the 
attendance of our churches has been re
ported to have been good.

At the end of the first six months our 
financial picture is not as bright as we could 
hope. In Cooperative Program giving we 
finished April approximately $27,000 be
hind what we had received for the first six 
months last year. We also finished $120,000 
under our budget requirements. Many of 
the churches have suffered from the con
tinued inflation. Some have suffered from 
the bad weather and low attendance. Many 
are behind with their Cooperative Program 
commitments.

During this first six months there have 
been several controversial issues which have 
raised serious divisions of opinion and de
bate. The number of these controversial is
sues seems to keep growing and the division 
of opinion has been growing stronger. Many 
have asked how this has affected giving. It 
is not possible to evaluate it. It will affect 
our work in the future and we should make 
it a matter of daily prayer. Some churches 
have cut off giving through the Cooperative 
Program to those areas they seriously ob
ject to.

On the brighter side, there have been 
several very successful revivals. We have had 
the very finest response in the “Shaping the 
Seventies” conferences. Memphis and Chat
tanooga had successful area revivals with 
Dr. Criswell. The Billy Graham Crusade in 
Knoxville is right at hand. Much prepara
tion has been made for it. Many have been 
praying daily for several weeks. We ought 
to make the supreme effort to undergird this

On Matters of

By Dr. B. David Edens, 
Director, Marriage and 
Family Program 
Stephens College 
Columbia, Missouri 65201

Mother With Outside interests 
Is Model Of Fulfilled Adulthood

Mothers who have lives of their own— 
apart from their roles as mothers and wives 
—give children of both sexes a healthy ex
ample of productive, fulfilled adulthood, a 
psychologist told workshops on family life 
education at Temple Buell College.

A full-time job is not necessarily the 
answer, stresses Helen Southard, Dir. of the 
Bureau of Research and Program Resources 
of the National Bd. of the YWCA. In fact, 
a routine job taken “just to be working” 
may turn into a stultifying rut that doubles 
the dullness instead of accelerating personal 
growth. Instead, women with children might 
seek satisfaction, intellectual development 
and career preparation in part-time jobs, 
community involvement and through col
lege and adult education courses.

The point is for sons, daughters and hus
bands to accept and treat the woman of the 
house as an interesting, interested individual, 
not as the family's live-in domestic.

Mrs. Southard cautions young mothers 
against adopting a militant feminist attitude, 
however. She reminds that research findings 
have underscored children's need of a warm, 
strong, supportive father and male figure, 
a role than can only be played by men 
secure in their maleness. The woman who 
understands that she has a responsibility to 
have a self and to be that self will be a 
better mother and a more satisfying wife be
cause she is more a woman than those who 
become stereotypes of the suffering servant 
in the name of “motherhood”.

effort with our prayers that it may reach 
thousands with the Gospel all over Ten
nessee.

As we look to the last six months of this 
Convention year, let us pledge to pray to 
find the will of God and to do to the best 
of our ability. Our God is able to meet the 
complex and intricate problems of this age. 
We shall need the leadership of the Holy 
Spirit at the Southern Baptist Convention in 
Denver in June. The World Congress of the 
Baptist World Alliance will meet in Tokyo, 
Japan, in July. God has used Baptists might
ily in the last fifty years in their work 
around the world. There are forces at work 
which could greatly cripple our witness and 
all but destroy our effectiveness. It is an
other hour in history for every Baptist to 
be definitely and fully committed to Christ

Historically
From the files

Compiled by David Keel

0 YEARS AGO
Albert R. Bond, editor of the Bap

tist And Reflector, retired and his 
stock, which amounts to a controlling 
interest, has been sold to M. R. 
Cooper, formerly of Mississippi. 
Cooper has also bought the “Baptist 
Builder.” The two papers will be 
merged under Cooper’s management.

20 YEARS AGO
Meridian church, Knox County as

sociation, is celebrating its 100th an
niversary.

Southern Baptists observed the 25th 
anniversary of the Cooperative Pro
gram.

Hospitals of the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention have a total of 750 beds— 
585 at Baptist Memorial in Memphis, 
100 at Mid-State in Nashville, and 
165 at East Tennessee in Knoxville.

10 YEARS AGO
Charles C. Lemons, pastor, Beaver 

Dam church, Knox County associa
tion, has been elected president of 
Harrison-Chilhowee academv at Sey
mour.

Park Avenue church, Nashville, has 
called Robert A. Mowrey as pastor. 
He formerly served as pastor of First 
Baptist church, Fort Payne, Ala.

President Dwight D. Eisenhower 
will take time off during his June visit 
to Moscow, Russia to attend services 
in the city's only Baptist church.

TORONTO CONGREGATION PLEDGES 
$414,000 AT SINGLE SERVICE

TORONTO, Ont. — A total offering of 
$414,000 in one night was made by the 
congregation of People’s church which, with 
3500 members, claims to be the largest 
individual Protestant congregation in Can
ada.

The amount was nearly $30,000 more 
than the goal and will enable the church to 
continue supporting more than 400 mis
sionaries abroad and also raise their salaries 
by $75 a month, according to the Rev. 
Elmer McVety, associate minister. More 
than 2500 persons attended the offering 
(RNS)
and to His will. We must follow Paul's ad
monition to “pray without ceasing” and 
obey our Lord's command to “take up our 
cross daily and follow him.”
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Summer Preachers7 Schools 
Slated at Three Colleges

Plans are being completed for the three 
summer preachers’ schools scheduled to be 
held on the campuses of Belmont college, 
Carson-Newman college, and Union uni
versity.

The Middle Tennessee Preachers’ School 
will be held June 22-26 at Belmont college, 
Dr. Roy A. Helton, director. The East Ten
nessee School will be held at Carson- 
Newman college July 6-9, with Dr. Nat 
Bettis, director. And the West Tennessee 
School will be held at Union university 
July 13-17, Dr. David Irby, director.

These annual weeks of study and inspira
tion are planned for the pastor and his wife. 
Courses offered this year will begin a new 
three-year schedule of studies and will in
clude “1971 January Bible Study,” “Con
temporary Issues in Biblical Thinking,” 
“Preparation and Use of Communication 
Instruments,” “The Pastor and Current Is
sues,” and “The Minister’s Wife and 
Women’s Work.”

In addition to the classes, worship pe
riods and recreational activities are planned.

As in other years, lodging will be pro
vided without charge by the host colleges 
and the cost of meals and instruction will 
be borne by the state Missions Department 
from funds allocated by Woman’s Mission
ary Union from the Golden State Missions 
Offering. A registration fee of $2.00 per 
person or $3.00 for a couple provides for 
promotional expenses.

No provision will be made for children 
at any of the schools.

PHONE 615-256'1482

“Anything special you want? Mine’s going 
to get there first!”
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