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GOD’S OVERRULING HAND
Devotional

By Herschel H. Hobbs

Meddling With God
By Jerry A. Songer, Pastor 

Westwood Baptist Church, Cleveland

“Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in 
heart and ears, ye do always resist the Holy 
Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye”— 
Acts 7:51

These words begin the climax of Stephen's 
speech to the Jewish rulers (cf. Acts 7). It 
was a rehearsal of the rebellion of God's 
people through the centuries. And it struck 
at the hearts of his listeners (v.54). Why?

An analysis of the speech reveals a recur
ring refrain. It shows how God’s people had 
even rebelled but that He had overruled to 
accomplish His purpose of redemption.

For instance, Joseph's brothers sold him 
into slavery in Egypt. But God overruled 
to make him the governor over Egypt (vv. 
9ff.). The immediate purpose was to pro
vide food during a famine. It also brought 
Jacob and his family to Egypt. Eventually 
their descendants were enslaved. But God 
worked in this slavery to produce a people 
who would be His priest-nation to the world.

Moses thought to aid his enslaved breth
ren. But they rejected him (vv. 25ff.). So 
Moses fled to Midian. In time God sent him 
back to Egypt to be “a ruler and a deliverer” 
(v.35). In the wilderness Israel rebelled 
against God and Moses, refusing to enter 
Canaan, the land of their destiny. But under
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Joshua (true reading of Acts 7:45) God led 
another generation into the land.

God sent His Son as redeemer. The Jew
ish people largely rejected Him. He was 
put to death, but God raised Him from the 
dead as Lord and Saviour (v.52).

The point is that through the ages God 
had raised up leaders for His people. They 
rejected them. But God vindicated them. 
The crowning act was their being “betrayers 
and murderers” of the “Just One,” Jesus. 
But God raised Him from the dead.

Despite men’s evil deeds God’s redemp
tive purpose goes on. A given generation 
may delay God’s purpose, but not defeat 
it. Those who rebel against that purpose 
only lose their opportunity to be a part of it. 
Each Christian should learn a lesson from 
this truth.

pulpit Pdu
By Jim Griffith

It is well to remind ourselves again 
and again that true forgiveness is “full 
and final.”

Forgiveness is never temporary nor 
can it be withdrawn because one has 
a notion to do so.

There are those who say, “I will 
forgive—but I won’t forget.” This is 
an impossibility. It is like saying, “I’m 
going to love—but I’m going to hate 
at the same time.”

A case in point is the old man who 
had been feuding with his neighbor 
for years. Now the old fellow was 
dying. The preacher was called and 
he set about to convince him that he 
would go to his reward with a clearer 
conscience if he forgave the neighbor 
he had been at war with.

“Well, I guess I forgive him,” he 
finally said, grudgingly. “But if I get 
well, none of this counts!”
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Are you a meddler? Most of us meddle 
in business not our own.

Josiah was a meddler. In 
2 Chronicles 35:21 he

Even the great

is cautioned not to med
dle with God.

In what ways are you 
meddling with God? In 
what ways is our nation 
meddling in matters they 
shouldn’t.

We are meddling with 
delinquency. We have 
sown the wind and are 
reaping the whirlwind. 
Permissiveness is too 
prevalent. Parents use to 

tell the children what to do. Now children 
tell parents where to get off. The rod has 
been spared and the child has been spoiled— 
rotten.

We are meddling with divorce. One out 
of four American marriages end on the 
rocks. This is because they are not founded 
on the rock—Christ Jesus. Only one out of 
400 marriages break up where there is a 
family altar. The family that prays together 
stays together.

We are meddling with drugs. Ed 
Dvorak says 50 per cent of suburban teens 
may use marijuana. This leads to worse 
drugs for satisfaction. Flashbacks can occur 
three weeks later. Drugs are dissatisfying 
and destructive. That’s the story of Diane 
Linkletter’s life.

We are meddling with drinking. Playing 
with alcohol is Russian roulette. It has been 
estimated that 20-30 per cent of the State 
Hospital patients have brain damage due to 
alcohol. Six million American alcoholics 
have found drink is dangerous.

Isn’t it time we quit meddling?

Baptist School In Italy 
To Close, Another Uncertain

As a result of decisions made by Southern 
Baptist missionaries to Italy, the Baptist 
women's training school in Rome will close 
at the end of the present school year and the 
Baptist theological school in northern Italy 
faces an uncertain future a year from now.

The missionaries feel that the women’s 
school has “served its day.” The decision on 
whether the theological school continues to 
operate will be left to the Baptist Union of 
Italy, according to J. D. Hughey, of Rich
mond, Va., secretary of mission work in 
Europe, Foreign Mission Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. The school 
has three students now in its regular three- 
year course of study with three more pre-' 
paring to enter.
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23 SBC Agencies,
DENVER—Twenty-three different agen

cies and organizations related to the South
ern Baptist Convention presented detailed 
written reports on their work during the 
calendar year 1969 at the denomination’s 
113th annual session here (Tuesday after
noon).

The reports of the agencies and organiza
tions, submitted to the convention within a 
1 O-minute program segment, was a com
plete departure in the format for agency re
ports in previous conventions when each 
agency or organization had a separate pro
gram slot taking 15 minutes to one hour or 
more.

Only one of the 23 organizations, the 
Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs, 
included a recommendation in its annual 
report for convention adoption.

The Baptist Joint Committee on Public 
Affairs submitted for convention approval a 
statement it had drafted earlier this year 
on taxation of church property, upholding 
the tax exempt status for church property as 
a protection against infringements of reli
gious liberty.

Summarized Agency Reports
The written reports from the agencies 

summarizing their work during 1969 con
sumed more than 160 pages in the detailed 
“Book of Reports” prepared by the agencies 
for submission to the Convention.

Longest report in the book was from the 
SBC Executive Committee, which sum
marized briefly the reports of the other agen
cies and included more than a dozen 
different recommendations for convention 
adoption. The Executive Committee, how
ever, made a separate report to the SBC on 
Tuesday morning.

Several of the agencies, in addition to the 
10-minute consideration of printed reports, 
also participated in inspirational dramatic 
presentations on “The Denomination Serv
ing the Churches,” a multi-media presenta
tion on the “Seminaries Serving the Church
es,” and a multi-media “World Missions Em
phasis” scheduled at separate times during 
the convention.

In the printed Book of Reports, first agen
cies to outline their work during 1969, were 
the four convention boards: the Foreign 
and Home Mission Boards, the Sunday 
School Board, and the Annuity Board.

The SBC Foreign Mission Board reported 
a record year in 1969 in the number of 
missionaries appointed, with 261 mission
aries added to its service in 71 countries. 
The record number of appointments brought 
the number of missionaries under appoint
ment to a total of 2490 at the close of 1969.

FMB Enters New Work
The Foreign Mission Board also reported 

entering two new countries during 1969, 
Dahomey and the Leeward Islands. The 
number of churches was up by nearly 150 
to a total of 5303, and the total membership
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Groups Present Report On Work
of these churches increased to 631,259. A 
record number of baptisms (conversions) was 
reported, with 54,994 baptisms during 1969.

In addition, the Foreign Mission Board 
reported on its operation of 758 schools with 
93,005 students; 21 hospitals and 92 clinics 
and dispensaries that ministered to 64,508 
inpatients and 815,512 outpatients; 27 pub
lishing centers, 19 orphanages, and 46 good 
will and community centers around the 
world.

The SBC Home Mission Board reported 
on the work of its 2235 missionaries serving 
in all 50 states within the homeland. In 
addition to the career missionaries, many of 
whom are appointed jointly with Baptist 
state conventions, a total of 922 student 
summer missionaries were appointed by the 
Home Mission Board last year.

BSSB Sales Show Increase
Three major projects of the Home Mis

sion Board summarized in the report in
cluded the board’s efforts in implementing 
the “Crisis in the Nation” statement adopted 
by the SBC in Houston in 1968; the Crusade 
of the Americas; and Project 500, which 
established 21 1 new churches in strategic lo
cations across the nation during 1967-69. 
Total baptisms during 1969 were reported at 
368,225, a decrease of 4800 from 1968 
baptisms.

The SBC Sunday School Board gave a 
detailed accounting of its 17 program assign
ments, stressing its work last year on prep
aration of new programs and materials for 
the 1970s, development of a simplified plan 
of organization for SBC churches for the 
70s including a new grouping-grading sys
tem, and the board's role in training leader
ship for the decade through “Shaping the 
Seventies” conferences.

Total sales reported by the board were 
$36.2 million, up $350,000 over last 
year’s sales, but nearly $1.2 million less 
than the board had planned in its budget for 
the year.

During 1969, the Sunday School Board 
produced 73 periodicals with a combined 
circulation of 94.3 million, issued 54 new 
titles through Broadman Books and 48 new 
titles through Convention Press.

Organizations—Increases, Decreases
In organizational reports, the Sunday 

School Board reported increases in music 
ministry organizations to a total of 1,062,- 
494; but decreases in Training Union enroll
ments to 2,648,388, and Sunday School 
enrollments to 7,418,067.

The board’s research and statistics depart
ment reported a total SBC membership of 
11,489,613 in 34,335 churches affiliated with 
1196 (district) associations and 30 state con
ventions. The 11.4 million total includes 
3,139,462 “non-resident members” whose 
current address is unknown.

The SBC Annuity Board reported dis
tribution of a “13th check” as a dividend 
to annuitants affiliated with its plans, and 

initiation this year of “good experience 
credit” which credits the annuitants with 
more than the minimum requirements of 
their certificates. In 1970, this will amount 
to a two per cent credit to the annuitants, 
the board reported.

Though it is a “minor” portion of its 
program, the Annuity Board assisted 155 
ministers and 309 widows through its “re
lief” efforts, providing them a total of $176,- 
165 during 1969, the report indicated.

The six theological seminaries owned and 
operated by the SBC reported enrollments 
of 5848, compared with 5838 last year, 
according to the Executive Committee sum
mary of the seminaries’ report.

Seminaries Reflect Enrolment
The six seminaries, each submitting sepa

rate written reports, listed their enrollments 
as follows:

Golden Gate Baptist Theological semi
nary, Mill Valley, Calif., 366; Midwestern 
Baptist Theological seminary, Kansas City, 
Mo., 208; New Orleans Baptist Theological 
seminary, 614; Southeastern Baptist The
ological seminary, Wake Forest, N. C., 570- 
Southern Baptist Theological seminar,'. 
Louisville, 1575; and Southwestern Baptist 
Theological seminary, Fort Worth, 2096.

The Seminary Extension Department (of 
the six seminaries) reported a total enroll
ment of 5321 students in 45 states and eight 
foreign countries. The total included 4419 
students taking courses in 218 extension cen
ters, and 1307 enrolled in correspondence 
courses.

In another separate report, the American 
Baptist Theological seminary, Nashville, re
ported an enrollment of 88 on campus and 
900 in extension center.

Church Vocations Increase
The SBC Education Commission in

dicated a gain in the number of church- 
related vocations volunteers during 1969. 
The report said the number of such volun
teers increased by 512 during the year, to a 
total of 14,540.

Total enrollment at the 73 Baptist col
leges, universities, schools and seminaries 
for the year was 110,143, according to the 
Education Commission report, which said 
Baptist colleges and schools “are stronger 
than at any time in the history of the Con
vention.”

The two Southern Baptist owned hospitals 
operated by Southern Baptist Hospitals, Inc., 
continue to expand, with expansion pro
grams planned totalling $22.7 million at the 
New Orleans hospital and $33.7 million at 
Jacksonville, Fla.

The hospital agency’s report did not men
tion plans of the SBC Executive Committee 
to submit on Tuesday morning a proposal 
to sever ties with the two hospitals.

Largest Electronic Ministry
Another commission of the SBC, the 

(Continued on page 6)
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EDITORIALS

The Answer Is Revival
A decline in interest, and little is said. A decline in 

baptisms, and not much more is said. A decline in giving, 
and people start talking. Some talk out of genuine con
cern. Others, perhaps, talk out of interest in preserving 
the status quo. We tend to become very defensive when 
personal interests are at stake.

However, is appears to us that some valuable lessons 
might be learned from examination at the point of de
cline in baptisms. These lessons may be learned from 
Baptist churches, and they may be learned from denomi
national groups. In one sentence, these lessons may be 
summarized: When baptisms decline, everything about our 
Christian life and witness deteriorates!

Revival results from across Tennessee during the 
Spring months have been heartening. Many pastors have 
said they believed their churches experienced a genuine 
revival. Lives were changed and attitudes changed also. 
But, there have not been enough revivals. And there has 
yet to be a revival of national and worldwide conse
quence in our time.

Historically, when denominational groups lost their 
evangelistic zeal, and their real, burdensome concern for 
lost people, these denominations declined in strength and 
usefulness. The financial losses were merely symptomatic, 
and, also, a part of the end result. Christianity in Amer
ica and the world today is at a low ebb. The Power of 
the Gospel, though undiminished, has been obscured by 
our own lack of concern.

We have a strong feeling that the disjointed outlook 
which many of us witness and are a part of might be 
changed with genuine revival. If this were to happen, 
many other problems would cease to be.

Mr. Nixon, Mr. Lodge and The Vatican

President Nixon has named Henry Cabot Lodge 
as his personal envoy to the Vatican. The names 
are different, but the story is not new. It goes back to 
1939 when then President Roosevelt named Myron C. 
Taylor as his envoy to the Papal See.

The arguments for and against such an appointment 
have been stated, summarized and rehashed. They come 
out sounding about the same. And, unfortunately, and 
possibly unjustly, it comes out to us sounding like po
litical expediency is the name of the game.

We believe that the appointment of an envoy from 
the president of the United States to the Roman Catholic 
church is a mistake. We hope that President Nixon will 
change his mind on this appointment, but we are not 
optimistic.

Guest Editorial

The Preacher's Message
Have you anything to tell men that will make heaven 

seem nearer to earth than it ever was before, that will 
compel them to feel the tragic grandeur of human life and 
the infinite contrast between righteousness and sin?

Have you anything to tell men which will save them 
from the bitterness of despair in their worst sorrows, and 
which will keep them calm and enable them to exercise 
self-restraint in their greatest successes and triumphs? 
Have you anything to tell them, in the fiercest heat of 
youthful passion, under the severest strain of business and 
professional anxiety, and when the cold selfishness of old 
age is creeping upon them, will enable them to master the 
world, the flesh and the devil? You are to be ministers of 
Christy—have you anything to say that ought to make the 
authority of Christ more awful and august to the con
science and the will, and the mercy of Christ more tender 
to the heart, of every man that listens to you? If not, 
then, whatever comes of it, refuse to be a candidate for a 
pulpit, refuse to accept the pastorate of a church. (—O. L. 
Bayless, Rocky Mountain Baptist, Colorado)

One Thing He Hadn’t Counted On
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Fisher to Head Education Commission
GEORGETOWN, Ky.—Ben C. Fisher of 

Raleigh, N. C., was elected here to succeed 
Rabun L. Brantley as executive secretary 
of the Education Commission of the South
ern Baptist Convention.

Brantley retires at the end of September 
and Fisher will take up his duties October 1.

Since 1962 Fisher has been executive sec
retary for the Council on Christian Higher 
Education of the Baptist State Convention 
of North Carolina.

Previously Fisher had been administrative 
assistant to the president of Southeastern 
Baptist Theological Seminary for eight years.

From 1952 to 1954 he was executive sec
retary of the Department of Christian Edu
cation of the Kentucky Baptist Convention.

Earlier Fisher had been a pastor in North 
Carolina, then chairman of the English de
partment and later public relations director 
of Gardner-Webb Junior College.

He was chairman of the Southern Baptist 
Education Commission at the time of the 
annual Commission meeting held at George
town College.

Elected as the new chairman of the Edu
cation Commission is William K. Weaver, 
president of Mobile College.

The Association of Southern Baptist Col
leges and Schools met in annual session here 
also.

Newly elected officers of the Association 
are: President Earl Guinn, president of 
Louisiana college, Pineville, La.; Vice Presi
dent Budd Smith, president of Wingate col
lege, Wingate, N. C.; and Secretary- 
Treasurer H. I. Hester, retired college and 
seminary official, Liberty, Mo.

Fisher is a native of Webster, N. C., and a

Personally
By James A. Lester

Former editor, Dr. Richard N. 
Owen, was released last week from 
Baptist Hospital. He sent to us this 
note of thanks which we pass along 
to Baptist And Reflector readers.

“For your prayers, concern, evident 
in calls, cards, letters, telegrams, long 
distance messages and in other ways 
during my 30 days in the hospital, I 
am deeply thankful. These expres
sions, together with God working 
through many skilled hands, put me 
on the road to recovery. When I have 
regained my strength at home, my doc
tors are scheduling me for needed 
surgery July 10.

Mrs. Owen and I are most grateful 
for your many kindnesses. These have 
been more numerous than we can per
sonally acknowledge in the present 
circumstances. But for each one we 
say, thank you sincerely!” Richard N. 
Owen.

graduate of Wake Forest University and 
Andover Newton Theological School. He 
was awarded an honorary LL.D, degree by 
Campbell College in 1968.

Mrs. Fisher, the former Sara Gehman is 
from Amber, Pa. They have two children, 
David Lincoln and Ruth Robert. (BP)

Demonstrators At Knoxville 
Crusade Are Arrested

KNOXVILLE, Tenn.—Police have ar
rested 29 students and three faculty mem
bers at the University of Tennessee in 
connection with the heckling of President 
Nixon when he addressed a rally here con
ducted by Evangelist Billy Graham.

They were charged with violating a state 
law that bars “disruption of a religious 
service.”

Forty-seven warrants were issued in con
nection with the incident in the university 
stadium. Police said they intend to con
tinue their roundup of offenders using 
photographs and newsreels of the crusade 
rally where hecklers of the President staged 
a brief demonstration.

The three faculty members arrested were 
Dr. Kenneth Newton, a psychology profes
sor; Charles H. Reynolds, associate profes
sor of religious studies; and Dr. William M. 
Riches, a teaching assistant in history.

All of those arrested except three stu
dents were released after posting $1000 
bonds. (RNS)

YWAs Look to Future 
At Last Conference

The thousand or more Young Woman’s 
Auxiliary members who gather at Ridge
crest June 25-July 1 will be marking the 
end of an era. After 46 years of YWA 
camps or conferences, this is the last.

Woman’s Missionary Union began the 
annual summer gathering for YWAs in 
1924 at Ridgecrest. YWAs have had a na
tional summer conclave every year since, 
except in 1945. That year, due to war, the 
young women gathered within their own 
locales.

Young Woman’s Auxiliary, along with its 
annual conference, will become history in 
October. In cooperation with the denomi
nation’s new plan of grouping and grading, 
WMU has created two new organizations 
to serve the YWA age range. Girls ages 
12-17 will be Acteens, and young women 
ages 18-29 will be Baptist Young Women. 
These age groups will have new and differ
ent opportunities for national conferences 
in the future.

Religious Publishers 
Protest Ban Commentary

NEW YORK, N.Y.—The Religious Pub
lishers Group of the American Book Pub
lishers Council has protested the action of 
messengers to the recent Southern Baptist 
Convention meeting in ordering the with
drawal and re-writing of a new commentary 
on the Book of Genesis that casts doubt on 
some traditional views of Genesis.

The commentary, part of volume one of 
The Broadman Bible Commentary published 
by Broadman Press, the publishing arm of 
the Convention’s Sunday School Board, was 
ordered withdrawn by a 5394 to 2170 vote 
of the Convention’s representatives meeting 
in Denver June 1-4.

The protest came in the form of a state
ment authorized by the Executive Commit
tee of the Group:

“The Religious Publishers Group of the 
American Book Publishers Council deplores 
the action of the Southern Baptist Conven
tion in ordering the withdrawal of G. Hen
ton Davies’ commentary on the Book of 
Genesis. As publishers of religious books, 
we are committed to the proposition that it 
is our responsibility to make available the 
widest diversity of views and expressions in
cluding those which are unorthodox or un
popular. To suppress or bowdlerize a book 
on the ground that it questions traditional 
thought is to deny the value of thought 
itself. Those who would resort to such 
methods threaten our democracy by limiting 
the freedom of citizens to change society 
by exercising their right to choose widely 
from conflicting opinions offered freely to 
them.”

The Religious Publishers Group is a mem
bership organization which represents more 
than 50 publishers of religious books and in
cludes the major general and denominational 
houses. (BP)

Scott, Worrell, Taylor Elected
To Texas Baptist Posts

DALLAS—Three men have been elected 
to fill vacancies on the staff of the Baptist 
General Convention of Texas.

Orville L. Scott, 36-year-old former edi
tor of Charity and Children, was elected as 
a press representative by the Texas conven
tion’s executive board to replace John Car
ter, who became director of public informa
tion at Dallas Baptist College in March.

■ The board also elected George E. Wor
rell, pastor of First Baptist Church, Lamesa, 
Tex., as academic evangelism associate in 
the Texas Baptist Evangelism Division, he 
replaces Theron V. (Corky) Farris, now 
pastor of Gaston Avenue Baptist Church, 
Dallas.

Jerry Bob Taylor, pastor of Calvary Bap
tist Church, San Marcos, Tex., was elected 
by the Texas Baptist men’s executive board 
as a Royal Ambassador associate in the 
Texas Baptist men’s department. (BP)
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23 SBC Agencies
(Continued from page 3)

Brotherhood Commission, reported a de
crease in Brotherhood (Baptist men and- 
boys) enrollment from 448,738 to 430,339. 
Royal Ambassador enrollment, however, in
creased by 1955 to a total of 187,606 boys 
involved in the missions education program 
for boys.

The SBC Radio and Television Commis
sion, which referred to itself as maintaining 
“the largest electronic ministry of any reli
gious group in the world,” indicated that its 
44 different programs were being broadcast 
by 2783 different stations by the end of the 
year. Last year, the programs were aired 
in 152,022 separate broadcasts, the com
mission said.

Ten hours of free network television time 
were donated by the networks to Southern 
Baptists for 17 different programs last year, 
the commission said. The commission’s tele
vision cartoon series for children, “JOT” 
has prompted a total of more than 150,000 
cards and letters from viewers, the com
mission said.

The SBC Christian Life Commission said 
in its report that the year 1969 brought to a 
climax a decade when the commission’s em
phasis on applied Christianity “came of age 
among Southern Baptists.”

Cooperative Program Gifts Up
The commission cited its efforts in seek

ing to implement the SBC “Crisis in the 
Nation Statement,” and a seminar in Chica
go Irst year on “The Church’s Mission in 
the National Crisis,” but did not mention in 
the written report a controversial seminar in 
Atlanta on Authentic Morality in April 
(after the deadline for submitting copy to 
the printed Book of Reports).

The SBC Stewardship Commission re
ported record SBC Cooperative Program 
unified budget contributions for the year— 
$27.4 million, an increase of $1.4 million 
or 5.6 per cent. The Stewardship Commis
sion’s Cooperative Program promotion 
theme for the year is “Concern” and next 
year will be “Concern for People.”

Other stewardship statistics listed in the 
Book of Reports include total gifts (all pur
poses) of $842.7 million, gifts to missions 
and benevolences of $133.2 million, and 
total Cooperative Program (state and SBC) 
oifts of $78.2 million. Church property 
value was listed at $3.9 billion.

The Southern Baptist Foundation report
ed a trust corpus of $11 million, with a 
return on its general fund of 5.99 per cent. 
The year 1969 was a “hectic time for all 
foundations” because of the financial market 
situation in the world, the report said.

BWA Reports 26,499,346 Members
The SBC Historical Commission cited 

major efforts during the year to plan for 
observances of the convention’s 125th an
niversary, and in production of Volume ITT 
of the Southern Baptist Encyclopedia.

Two “associated organizations” presented

SOUTHWESTERN ALUMNI 
NAME MISSOURI PASTOR

DENVER—Olan Hugh Runnels, pastor 
of Swope Park Baptist church in Kansas 
City, Mo., has been elected president of the 
Alumni Association for Southwestern Bap
tist Theological seminary.

Runnels will replace Gerald Martin, pas
tor of Poplar Avenue church, Memphis.

Other officers elected were Ramsey Pol
lard, pastor, Bellevue Baptist church, Mem
phis, as president-elect and John Seelig, 
assistant to the president, Southwestern 
seminary, secretary.

written reports to the convention—the 
Woman’s Missionary Union, auxiliary to the 
SBC; and the Baptist World Alliance.

Woman’s Missionary Union reported an 
enrollment of 1,291,222 in its organizations, 
a decrease of 116,452, and increased co
operation with other agencies of the SBC in 
inter-program planning and correlation.

The Baptist World Alliance reported on 
plans for the 12th Baptist World Congress 
in Tokyo, July 12-18 of 1970, and listed 
the total Baptist world population in 125 
countries at 31,023,937. Of this total, 86 
different Baptist conventions and unions 
that participate in the Baptist World Al
liance have a total membership of 26,499,- 
346.

In each case, except the report of the 
Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs 
which included a recommendation as part of 
its report, the Convention “received” the 
printed report of the- agencies or related 
organization as information.

NEW OFFICERS SBC—New officers of the Southern Baptist Convention 
elected at the convention in Denver are (left to right): President, Carl E. 
Bates, pastor of First Baptist Church of Charlotte, N. C.; first vice president, 
Fred B. Rhodes, deputy administrator of the Veterans Administration in 
Washington, D. C.; second vice president, Russell H. Dilday Jr., pastor of 
Second Ponce de Leon Baptist Church, Atlanta, Ga., and Porter Routh, 
Nashville, executive secretary-treasurer of the SBC.

Churches Include 'Baptist And 
Reflector'

The following churches have included 
Baptist And Reflector in their church pro
gram:

New Trial Budget 
Summersville church, Kingsport 
Rev. Avery V. Nichols, pastor 
Bear Springs Church, Dover 
Rev. John T. Deason, pastor 
Sharon church, Savannah 
Rev. Bobby Droke, pastor
First Church, Michie 
Rev. Lathon Bray, pastor 
Valley View church, Athens 
Rev. T. R. Jolley, pastor 
Una church, Nashville 
Rev. E. Lee Griggs, Pastor

Seven Tennesseans Receive 
Degrees at New Orleans

Seven Tennesseans received degrees dur
ing recent commencement exercises at New 
Orleans Baptist Theological seminary.

Cos H. Davis Jr., of Quebeck, Charles 
Edward Joyner, of Cordova, and William 
E. McCall, of Maryville, received the de
gree master of theology, honors program.

George G. Bowers, Chattanooga, and 
Charles E. Smothers, Sr., of Memphis, re
ceived the master of theology degree.

Howard Farris, of Cookeville, received 
the diploma in theology and Miss Rebekah 
Ruth Van Hooser, of Chattanooga, received 
the master of religious education degree.
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Glorieta, Ridgecrest Conferences
And Dates Announced By BSSB

Dates and program personalities for the 
various conferences already held and those 
scheduled for this summer at Ridgecrest 
(N. C.) Baptist assembly and Glorieta 
(N. M.) Baptist assembly have been an
nounced by the Baptist Sunday School 
Board of the Southern Baptist Convention.

Two joint Sunday School and church 
training leadership conferences will be held 
June 25-July 1 at Glorieta and July 23-29 
at Ridgecrest.

Sunday School leadership conferences at 
Glorieta will be held July 2-8 and 9-15. The 
first Sunday School leadership conference 
at Ridgecrest will be held July 30-Aug. 5.

Music Leadership Conferences will be 
held at Glorieta July 16-22 and 2-8 at 
Ridgecrest.

Bible Week
Bible Week will be conducted at Glorieta 

Aug. 13-19 and Aug. 27-Sept. 2 at Ridge
crest.

Other events at the two assemblies in
clude: Student Week Conferences, Aug. 27- 
Sept. 2 at Glorieta and the same dates at 
Ridgecrest; World Missions Conference July 
23-29 at Glorieta; Woman’s Missionary 
Union Conferences are slated for July 30- 
Aug. 5 at Glorieta and Aug. 13-19 at Ridge- 

■ crest.
Four conferences have already been pro

vided by the board’s Church Training de
partment: The “Early Bird” leadership con
ference, June 5-7; the first church training 
leadership conference, June 7-13 and June 
14-20; and “Fast Track” leadership and spe
cial interest conference, June 21-24. The 
foregoing conferences will be held at Glo
rieta. Two church training leadership con
ferences are scheduled for Ridgecrest, July 
9-15 and 16-22.

Program Personalities
The church recreation leadership confer

ence was held at Ridgecrest June 11-17.
Among the many guest program person

alities at the two assemblies this summer 
are: W. A. Criswell, pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Dallas, Texas, and past president, 
Southern Bapt’st Convention, who spoke 
during the “Early Bird” church training 
week at Glorieta; E. Warren Rust, pastor, 
Tower Grove Baptist church, St. Louis, 
Mo., and former pastor, First church, Cleve
land, who spoke during the first church 
training leadership conference at Glorieta.

Bill Sherman, pastor, Woodmont church, 
Nashville, who spoke durmg church recrea
tion leadership conference at Ridgecrest and 
is scheduled to speak during student week 
conferences at Glorieta; Jerry Ratcliffe, of 
First Baptist church, Baton Rouge, La., and 
former minister of music, First church, 
Clarksville, music director during the sec
ond week of leadership conferences at 
Ridgecrest; and Elmer Bailey, a staff mem

ber of Bellevue church, Memphis, music 
director for the second week of joint Sun
day School and church training conferences 
at Ridgecrest.

Other program personalities will be made 
up of personnel of the Baptist Sunday 
School Board.

SOUTHEASTERN ALUMNI
OFFICERS ARE ELECTED

DENVER—W. Ches Smith of Tifton, 
Ga., is the new president of the Southeastern 
Baptist Theological Seminary Association.

Hayne Rivers of Union, S. C., was chosen 
vice-president; Corbin Cooper of Raleigh, 
N. C., secretary; and Robert Mobley of 
Richmond, Va., director at a meeting here.

The association is composed of over 2400 
alumni of the seminary which is located in 
Wake Forest, N. C.

Gregston Named President 
Of Radso-TV Commission

DENVER—Dr. Jack Gregston, medical 
doctor from Duncan, Okla., was elected 
pres;dent of the Radio and Television Com
mission of the Southern Baptist Convention 
Wednesday, at the semi-annual meeting of 
the agency’s trustees.

Dr. Gregston was appointed to serve as 
president in January this year to fill the un
expired term of J. P. Allen, who joined the 
staff of the Commiss:on from the pastorate.

Dr. Norman O. Shands, pastor of Cal
vary Baptist church, Kansas City, Mo., was 
elected vice president of the Commission, 
end Russell Parrish, Greenville, Ala., busi
nessman, secretary.

Baylor Dental School
Divestiture Delayed

DALLAS—The executive board of the 
Baptist General Convention of Texas has 
delayed action by a 35-34 vote on proposed 
divestiture of the Dallas-based Baylor Uni
versity School of Dentistry.

The executive board referred back to the 
Texas Baptist Christian Education Commis
sion a recommendation that the school be 
cut loose from convention control.

Earlier, the Baylor University board of 
trustees, the Christian Education Commis
sion and the Texas Baptist Program Coordi
nating Committee had endorsed the recom
mendation that Baylor divest itself of the 
dental school so that the school might seek 
upport from the state, which has asked it 

to double its enrollment to meet a growing 
need for dental personnel. (BP)

Lodge Appointment
Is Blasted By AU

WASHINGTON, D. C.—The appoint
ment of Henry Cabot Lodge as the Presi
dent’s personal representative to the Vatican 
is “an egregious violation of this nation’s 
tradition of separation of church and state 
and a false appeal for Catholic votes by 
President Nixon,” said Glenn L. Archer, 
executive director of Americans United for 
Separation of Church and State, in a state
ment released today. The text follows:

“The appointment of Henry Cabot Lodge 
to the Vatican is another of those unwise 
moves which brings the Nixon Administra
tion into ill repute. Administration spokes
men gave solemn assurances that no move 
of this kind was to be made. Now it has 
been made as perhaps we should have an
ticipated.

“The Vatican is neither fish nor fowl. It 
claims to be a church when this serves its 
purpose and a state when that seems advan
tageous. The facts are that it is a clerical
political amalgam. A representative to it 
from this country will not enhance the Ad
ministration’s image either at home or 
abroad. It will do nothing but stir inter- 
creedal antagonisms and divide our people 
even more than they are already divided.” 
(C/SNS)

Missions Board's Study 
Name Osborne Leader

DENVER—The Southern Baptist Confer
ence of Associational Superintendents of 
Missions Monday elected an Illinois man as 
its new president.

The new president is William Osborne, 
superintendent of missions for the Metro
politan Peoria. He succeeds Paul D. Jack- 
son of Cedartown, Ga.

Elected vice-president was Ernest W. 
Towler, superintendent of missions for Min
eral Area Baptist Association, Flat River, 
Mo.

Melvin C. Ratheal of Catalina Baptist As
sociation, Tucson, Ariz., was named secre
tary, and Connie A. Dabney of East Bay 
Baptist Association, San Leandro, Calif., 
treasurer.

AMERICAN LUTHERANS REPORT 
MEMBERSHIP LOSS OF 16,517

MINNEAPOLIS—The 1969 statistical 
report of the American Lutheran Church 
shows slight declines in baptized member
ship, number of congregations, and church 
attendance.

Small increases were reported in con
firmed membership, number of clergy, and 
cash contributions.

The drop in baptized membership, from 
2,576,105 to 2,559,588, was the first decline 
since the ALC was organized ten years ago. 
The drop of 16,517 represented a percentage 
loss of .0064. (RNS)
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TENNESSEE NEWS BRIEFS

Gray

Hugh A. Brown, of Mt. Berry, Ga., has 
been named head librarian of Williams Li
brary, Belmont college, Nashville, according 

to Herbert C. Gabhart, 
president. Scheduled to 
assume his new duties 
July 1, he succeeds Mrs. 
Pat Bates, who retired re
cently. Brown has served 
as assistant librarian at 
Berry college, Mt. Berry, 
Ga., since 1969. M

Elmer L. Gray, man
ager of the Sunday 
School Department of 
the Baptist Sunday 
School Board of the 

Southern Baptist Convention, has been 
named academic dean and professor of reli
gion at Golden Gate Baptist Theological 
seminary. Mill Valley, Calif. Gray previous
ly served as head of the division of religious 
education and professor of church adminis
tration at Golden Gate for eight years.

John A. Fincher, president of Carson- 
Newman college, Jefferson City, and Albert 
Sloan, college business manager and treas
urer, have been selected to appear in the 
1970-71 edition of Who’s Who in American 
College and University Administrations.

Nat C. Bettis, director of extension, Car
son-Newman college, Jefferson City, has 
been named as coordinator of the Experi
mental Department for the 1970-71 school 
year, according to Walter Guyton, academic 
dean. This new department has been estab
lished to stimulate the formation of new, in
novative, open, and experimental non-credit 
short courses.

Edd Cook, pastor, Bible’s Chapel church, 
Nolachucky association, was ordained into 
the gospel ministry recently.

Robert Myron Skelton, student-related 
development, Belmont college, Nashville, 
has resigned to accept a position as director 
of admissions at Shorter college, Rome, Ga.

Tusculum church, Greeneville, ordained 
Robert Cutshaw, Jr., into the gospel min
istry recently. Don L. Peek is pastor at 
Tusculum.

Oakland church, Springfield, burned the 
note on its church indebtedness recently. 
The church also voted recently to construct 
a $25,000 educational building. Leslie Mc
Clure is pastor.

Northwestern church, Weakley County 
association, has begun a full-time preaching 
program. Dayne Hawks is pastor.

Pleasant Grove church, Hardeman County 
association, has installed new pews.

Weakley County association sponsored a 
training school for deacons recently, a first 
for the association. Roy J. Gilleland Jr., 
secretary, Brotherhood Department, and 
Johnnie Hall Jr., director, Adult Work, 
Church Training Department, Tennessee 
Baptist Convention, conducted the school. 
Sixteen churches were represented with 62 
persons present.

Oak Grove church, Weakley County as
sociation, has installed a baptistry and made 
other improvements. Harold Grissom is 
pastor.

George Darnell, a member of First 
church, Dresden, and a ministerial student 
at Belmont college, Nashville, has been 
chosen the outstanding student of the Fresh
man class.

Central church, Martin, has installed wall 
to wall carpeting in the auditorium. William 
Cordle is pastor.

Liberty church, Weakley County associa
tion, has added new Sunday School rooms 
to their present building. Aaron B. Mathis, 
Jr. is pastor.

New Hope church, Weakley County asso
ciation, has dedicated their new building 
which is debt free. William Doyle is pastor.

Weakley County association has increased 
the size of their office building with the 
addition of another room. Robert L. New
man serves as associational missionary.

West Union church, Weakley County as
sociation, has paved the parking area. 
Charles Washburn is pastor.

The Searchers, a youth choir of 71 from 
Glenwood church, Oak Ridge, presented the 
musical, “Tell It Like It Is,” to First church, 
Humboldt recently.

Long Island church, Holston association, 
has ordained Curtis Eugene Williams as a 
deacon. Dana E. Hood is pastor.

Billy Robinson, son of William Robinson, 
minister of music, First church, Kingsport, 
and Mrs. Robinson, has won first place in 
the essay contest sponsored by the Sertoma 
Club, on “What Freedom Means to Me.”

Joe W. Byrd began his 20th year as pastor 
of Bloomingdale church, Holston associa
tion, recently. The church is beginning its 
27th year.

First church, Erwin, has licensed Paul 
Baxter into the gospel ministry.

Emmanuel church, Holston association, 
Howard Robinson, pastor, has purchased 
adjoining property for future expansion.

Bethlehem church, Hardeman County 
association, has licensed Frank Tennyson, 
the son of the pastor, into the gospel min
istry.

Treadway

Mrs. Charles (Ruby 
Peeples) Treadway, pro
fessor of English at Bel
mont college, Nashville, 
was presented the “Out
standing Teacher of the 
Year” award during re
cent commencement ex
ercises. Herbert C. Gab- 
hart, Belmont president, 
made the presentation.

Dr. Marie Hackl Means, professor of 
psychology, Belmont college, Nashville, 
since 1961, has retired, according to Glen 
E. Kelley, academic dean. A Tennessean, 
Dr. Means is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Adalbert Hackl of Trenton.

New Home church, Salem association, 
has completed refinishing their facilities and 
installing new pews.

Unity church, Chilhowee association, 
has ordained Joseph A. Shamblin into the 
gospel ministry. Shamblin was called as pas
tor of Caylor’s Chapel church in the same 
association recently. Billy Joe McCown is 
Unity pastor.

Providence church, Chilhowee association, 
has elected a building committee to make 
plans for a new auditorium. John Estes is 
pastor.

J. Roy Bethune has completed a 16-month 
tenure as interim minister of music at First 
church, Pulaski. He formerly served as min
ister of music at Grace church, Nashville 
for 22 years.

Second church, Chattanooga, celebrated 
its 90th anniversary recently. Charles L. 
Norton, secretary, Church Training Depart
ment, Tennessee Baptist Convention, and a 
former pastor, brought the morning mess
age. D. H. McCollough is pastor.

Greene Hills mission, of First church, 
Greeneville, broke ground recently for new 
facilities. Raymond Langlois is pastor of the 
sponsoring church and Roscoe Rector is 
pastor of the mission.

Edwin E. Deusner, pastor of First Bap
tist church, Lexington, was scheduled to 
undergo very serious open-heart surgery at 
William F. Bowld Hospital in Memphis, 
June 16. Deusner is a member of the Execu
tive Board of the Tennessee Baptist Con
vention and also a member of its Education 
Committee.

(Continued on Page 9)
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Leadership Changes
Statem Gap church, Nolachucky associa

tion, has called Dayton Lovin as pastor.

Trinity church, Manchester, has called 
George Hill as pastor. He comes to Trinity 
from Oak Grove church, Springfield, where 
he served as pastor. A graduate of Belmont 
college, Nashville, and Southwestern Bap
tist Theological seminary, Fort Worth, Tex., 
Hill was selected to appear in the 1970 
edition of “Outstanding Young Men of 
America.” The Hills are natives of Lewis
burg and they have two children, Kimberly 
and Kevin.

Tumbling Creek church, Weakley County 
association, has called Charles Washbum as 
pastor on a half-time basis.

Meridian church, Knoxville, has called 
David Whaley as minister of music, educa
tion and youth. The Whaleys have three 
daughters. Wilson Lonas is pastor.

Ed Glover, Carson-Newman college, Jef
ferson City, is serving as interim pastor of 
Lynn Garden church, Holston association.

First church, Loudon, O. C. Rainwater, 
pastor, has called Buddy Dicken as director 
of music and youth work. He formerly 
served Temple church, Johnson City, as 
music director.

Clear Branch church, Holston associa
tion, has called Bernard L. Bryant as pastor. 
The Bryants have two children, Gloria, 11 
and Bernard, nine.

Southside church, Holston association, 
has called Vestel Bennett as pastor. He 
comes to Southside from Beaver Creek 
Baptist church, Spruce Pine, N. C. He 
formerly served as pastor of Skyline Heights 
church, Johnson City.

First church, Jackson, R. Trevis Otey, 
pastor, has called Miss Elsie McCall as di
rector of Children’s Work and Kindergarten 
Education.

Hornsby church, Hardeman County asso
ciation, has called Lamar Booth as pastor. 
He formerly served as pastor of Poplar 
Corner church, Brownsville.

C. S. Cato, pastor, Toone church, Harde
man County association, has resigned to 
become pastor of a church in Augusta, Ga.

Mt. Hermon church, Salem association, 
has called Raymond Price as pastor. He 
comes to Mt. Hermon from Bradleys Creek 
church, Concord association where he 
served as pastor.

Shiloh church, Stone association, has 
called Charles Langford as pastor.

Thursday, June 18, 1970

Nixon Names Lodge
Vatican Representative

WASHINGTON—President Richard Nix
on has appointed Henry Cabot Lodge Jr. to 
represent him personally and the United 
States government at the Vatican, the 
world headquarters of the Roman Catholic 
Church.

According to announcement at the White 
House by Ronald L. Ziegler, the President’s 
press secretary, Lodge will have “no official 
title . . . and accreditation is not envis
ioned.” Thus, confirmation by the U.S. 
Senate is not necessary.

Ziegler cited the informal contacts al
ready begun by this administration with 
the Vatican, and said the President “feels 
it is important to maintain continuing con
tact with the Holy Father.” He continued 
that “it is important to have the benefit of 
the Vatican’s information and views on a 
continuing basis and to exchange views 
which are matters of mutual interest.”

The President’s appointment of a special 
envoy to the Vatican goes against pleas by 
Baptists and other protestant groups who 
believe that the government should not es
tablish official diplomatic relations with any 
religious body.

In 1969 when such a move was an
nounced to be under consideration by Mr. 
Nixon, the Baptist Joint Committee on Pub
lic Affairs in semi-annual session adopted 
a statement requesting the President “to 
avoid naming a permanent representative to 
the Roman Catholic Church or to any oth
er church.”

The Baptist Joint Committee noted that 
“the intricate relationships involved in 
world peace require the widest range of 
perception and communication.” But, the 
statement continued, “we believe that the 
national interests and the cause of peace 
are served best by flexible and informal 
means of church-state consultations rather 
than by formal diplomatic relations.” (BP)

Dr. John A. Fincher, president of Car
son-Newman college, Jefferson, City, and 
Mrs. Fincher, at the school’s display at the 
Southern Baptist Convention.

Tennessee News Briefs
(Continued)

Oak Grove church, Holston association, 
held a note-burning service recently to cele
brate paying off a $39,700 debt on their 
church building. Scheduled for 15 years, 
the note was paid in less than nine years. 
John Gilbert is pastor.

A $25,000 gift has been donated as an 
endowment to Mississippi college (Baptist), 
Clinton, in memory of the late John Wil
liam Giilon who served at one time as 
pastor of LaBelle Place church, Memphis. 
The anonymous donor requested that the 
gift be added to the general endowment of 
the college.

Revival Results
Eastdale church, Chattanooga, reports 16 

professions of faith and several rededica
tions during their recent revival. Ray Sad
ler, associate pastor, Park Avenue church, 
Nashville, was the evangelist. Robert Tuck
er is pastor.

Fairview church, Lebanon, reports 75 
professions of faith, five by letter and sev
eral rededications during their recent re
vival. Ray Sadler, associate pastor, Park 
Avenue church, Nashville, was the evange
list. Allen Buhler is pastor.

First church, Sequatchie, reports six for 
baptism, two by letter and 40 rededications 
during their recent revival. J. C. Biggbee 
was the evangelist. L. R. Dobbins is pastor.

Narrow Valley church, Grainger Count- 
association, reports six for baptism and sev
eral rededications during their recent re
vival. Bennie Creel, pastor, Blue Springs 
church, was the evangelist. Gene Morgan 
is pastor.

New Prospect church, Grainger County 
association, reports nine professions of 
faith, eight baptized and several rededica
tions during their recent revival. L. C. Da
vis, pastor, Bean Station church, Bean Sta
tion, was the evangelist. Troy Holder, mu
sic director for New Prospect, was in charge 
of the musics. Otha Woodby is pastor.

Fairview church, Nashville, reports 12 
professions of faith, three by letter, one 
surrender to vocational Christian service, 
and a number of rededications during their 
recent revival. W. W. Harrison was the 
evangelist. Marion E. Smith is pastor.

Park Avenue church, Nashville, reports 
121 professions of faith and by baptism 
(34 of these joined other churches), seven 
decisions for vocational Christian service. 
50 rededications and many transferals of 
membership during their spring revival. 
Ramsey Pollard, pastor, Bellevue church, 
Memphis, was the evangelist. Bob Mowrey 
is pastor. (This is a correction over a pre
vious report printed in the BAPTIST AND 
REFLECTOR)
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Vatican Envoy Appointment Hit By Trio BOOKS TO LIVE BY
DALLAS—Three top Southern Baptist 

leaders issued a joint statement here asking 
President Richard M. Nixon to rescind his 
•appointment of a special representative to 
the Vatican.

The protest came from Carl Bates, newly- 
elected president of the Southern Baptist 
Convention; W. A. Criswell, immediate past 
president of the SBC; and Jimmy R. Allen, 
president of Americans United for Separa
tion of Church and State.

Bates, pastor of the First Baptist church 
in Charlotte, N. C., became president of the 
11.4 million-member convention only three 
days before Nixon appointed Henry Cabot 
Lodge as special representative to the 
Roman Catholic Church at the Vatican.

Both W. A. Criswell, pastor of the 15,000- 
member First Baptist church of Dallas who 
preceded Bates in the denomination’s top 

[elected office, and Alien, pastor of First 
Baptist church of San Antonio, Tex., had 
previously voiced strong opposition to the 
appointment of a Vatican envoy when 
President Nixon first announced he was 
considering the possibility.

The joint statement issued by the trio 
said that Nixon’s decision to appoint Lodge 
as a special diplomatic representative to the 
.Pope “marks a dark day in the struggle to 
maintain freedom of religious conscience, 
and our American heritage of separation 
of church and state.”

The statement continued:
“America’s forefathers fought and died to 

separate their government from the en
tanglements of religious establishments. That 
heritage has been ignored by the Chief of 
State when he yielded to political pressure 
by some religionists to establish diplomatic 
relations with the Vatican.

“It is the height of irony that a man 
elected on campaign promises to bring us 
together again should strike this serious 
blow to divide our American people.

“We regret that passions of religious 
divisiveness will be stirred by this tragically 
unwise step.

“When rumors circulated early in the 
Nixon administration that such a move was 
being contemplated, an avalanche of public 
protest was experienced by the White House.

“It is certain that many Americans of

PASTORS' CONFERENCE SLATED 
AT NEW ORLEANS SEMINARY

The eighth annual Pastors’ Conference at 
New Orleans Baptist Theological seminary is 
scheduled for July 13-17, according to J. 
Hardee Kennedy, chairman of the confer
ence committee.

The purpose of this year’s conference is to 
focus- attention upon the changing role of 
the pastor in a rapidly changing society.

Other program personnel include New Or
leans seminary professors T. J. Delaughter, 
R. E. Glaze, Jr., Malcolm Tolbert, and Cen
ter Stephens.

all religious persuasions and of none will 
be earnestly opposed to this unconstitutional 
admixture of the Chief of State.

“We earnestly urge President Nixon to 
rescind this unwise action,” the statement 
concluded. (BP) /

Bible Conference Planned 
At Harrison-Chilhowee

The annual Bible conference is scheduled 
on the campus of Harrison-Chilhowee acad
emy July 27-31. The five-day conference 
will begin Monday morning at 9 a.m. and 
is scheduled to close on Friday afternoon.

David N. Livingston will teach I John 
(January Bible Study book for 1971), and C. 
Edwin Richardson, former head of the Bible 
department at Carson-Newman college, Jef
ferson City.

In addition, sermons will be brought each 
day at 3 p.m. by the following: Wade Darby, 
pastor, First church, Jefferson City, Mon
day; John Buell, pastor, McCalla Avenue 
church, Knoxville, Tuesday; E. V. Cullom, 
pastor, Grace church, Knoxville, Wednes
day; Shields Webb, pastor, First church, Le
noir City, Thursday; and J. William Harbin, 
pastor, First church, Maryville, Friday.

Church Music Conference
Follows SBC Sessions

The Southern Baptist Church Music Con
ference met following the'' Southern Baptist 
Convention on Friday and Saturday, June 
5 and 6, at Denver’s First American Baptist 
church, and featured conferences, dialogue, 
and speeches along with a variety of musical 
presentations.

Austin C. Lovelace, of Montview Pres
byterian church, Denver, encouraged the 
music leaders to allow worship to “spill over 
into everything we do and all that we are.”

Bob Burroughs, minister of music of First 
Baptist church, Abilene, Tex., and president 
of the group said, “We have more than 950 
on our membership rolls now, whereas a 
year ago we were close to 400.” About 300 
attended the meeting in Denver.

The world premiere of an anthem com
missioned for the occasion took place Satur
day morning. Claude L. Bass of Oklahoma 
Baptist university, Shawnee, Okla., wrote 
“Come Down O Love Divine.” It was per
formed by the Southwest Baptist college 
choir and directed by Don Sears.

Another highlight of the program was an 
evening with Jester Hairston, 80-year-old 
Negro composer and actor of Los Angeles.

For the first time, a conference was 
planned for the wives of the musicians while 
husbands were discussing local church, edu
cational, and denominational matters.

Burroughs-, whose term as president con
tinues for another year, said that through 
a procedural change which will call for the

EVANGELISM EXPLOSION. The 
dynamic working principles of 
personal lay evangelism from the 
pastor of the fastest growing 
church in America.

Leatherette padded $4.95

MINISTERS RESEARCH SERVICE has 
52 expository sermons from Old & 
New Testament books plus pages 
of apt illustrations and carefully re
searched material on contemporary 
problems. More than 800 pages 
of pastoral help. Deluxe cloth $9.95

PONTIUS PILATE. A factful his
torical novel on Pilate telling the 
crucifixion story from a Roman 
point of view, convincingly portray
ing what motivated Pilate before, 
during and after his confrontation 
with Christ. paper $2.95

BAPTIST^ BOOK STORE
Service with a Christian Distinction 

Coast to Coast

president and vice-presidents to be elected 
by the conference at large by mail beginning 
in 1971.
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Preachers' School Scheduled 
June 22-26 at Belmont

The 18th annual Middle Tennessee 
Preachers’ School will be held June 22-26 
at Belmont college, Nashville, according to 

Roy A. Helton, chairman 
of the department of re
ligion and Greek at 
Belmont. Helton has di
rected the annual school 
for the past 11 years.

Sponsored by Belmont 
college, the Missions de
partment and Woman’s 
Missionary Union, Ten
nessee Baptist Conven
tion, the school begins

H. Songer with registration on Mon- 
day at 8 a.m. in Harton 

Hall and closes Friday at noon.
Classes and teachers include: “The Pas

tor and Current Issues,” Charles Emerson 
Boddie, president of the American Baptist 
Theological seminary, Nashville; “Prepara
tion and Use of Communications Instru
ments,” by Floyd A. Craig, director of 
publications for the Christian Life Com
mission of the Southern Baptist Convention; 
and “The Minister’s Wife and Woman’s 
Work,” Mrs. J. Wash Watts, formerly semi-

Miss Peoples Named 
Young Women's Leader

Miss Beulah Peoples, director of Girls’ 
Auxiliary, Woman’s Missionary Union, Ten
nessee Baptist Convention, for the past 12 
years, has been named director of Baptist 
Women and Baptist Young Women by the 
Executive Board of the WMU of Tennessee 
during the group’s May meeting, according 
to Miss Mary Jane Nethery, Tennessee 
WMU executive secretary.

A native of Missouri, Miss Peoples is a 
graduate of Oklahoma Baptist university, 
Shawnee, Okla., and Carver School of Mis
sions, Southern Baptist Theological semi
nary, Louisville, Ky.

Miss Peoples will assume responsibilities 
held by Miss Grady Cox, who resigned to 
teach in the Philadelphia area and do 
pioneer mission work.

CHURCH

WAGONER BROS. 
MFG. CO.

Phone: OR 5-2468
Booneville, Arkansas

nary and high school teacher and missionary 
to Beirut, Lebanon, now retired.

Also “Contemporary Issues and Biblical 
Thinking,” James Leo Garrett, Jr., professor 
of Christian theology at Southern Baptist 
Theological seminary, Louisville, Ky.; and 
“The Pastor and Issues Confronting the 
Rural Church,” taught by Garland Alford 
Hendricks, professor of church-community 
development at Southeastern Baptist The
ological seminary, Wake Forest, N.C.

The evening sessions will include lectures 
on “I John,” by Harold S. Songer, associate 
professor of New Testament Interpretation 
at Southern Baptist Theological seminary, 
Louisville, Ky.

C. Dewitt Matthews, professor of preach
ing at Midwestern Baptist Theological semi
nary, Kansas City, Mo., will bring a 
pastoral sermon each evening.
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Nixon’s Church-State Stance 
Draws Texas Baptist Fire

DALLAS—President Nixon’s failure to 
appoint advocates of church-state separa
tion to his panel on non-public education 
has drawn the fire of Texas Baptists.

The Texas convention’s executive board 
has approved unanimously a resolution, of
fered by the Texas Christian Life Commis
sion, which expresses “regret” that Nixon 
appointed four advocates of tax support to 
private schools to the panel but failed to 
appoint persons who believe tax funds 
should be confined to public schools.

Nixon named the panel last April to op
erate as part of the President’s Commission 
on Education to study the plight of the na
tion’s financially-strapped private and pa
rochial schools.

The Texas resolution, which will be sent 
to all Texas U.S. Representatives and Sen
ators and candidates for those offices, said, 
“as a matter of conviction, we remain un
flinchingly dedicated to the fundamental 
concept that the state can neither favor nor 
disfavor a religion.”

The resolution appealed to the President 
“to insure all viewpoints are fairly repre- 

■ sented by including equal representation (on

Now available for the new church 
year beginning October 1 is the 
new Broadman Church Record 
System for:

Sunday School
Training Union 
Church Music 
Vacation Bible School

Write your Baptist Book Store 
for a descriptive brochure.

Equitable Church Builders, Inc
Specialists In Planning and 

Construction of Church Buildings

For additional information or to ar
range for a meeting without obligation 
write or call collect today.

P.O. BOX 8956 
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37211 

A. C. 615 244-1663

the panel) of those committed to separa
tion of church and state.”

In a separate resolution, however, the 
Texas Baptist executive board voted unan
imously to “express our concern and prayers 
for President Nixon in the times of crisis 
he is facing.” (BP)

West Tennessee Pastor 
Dies After Long Illness

Felix W. Hayes, 47, of Jackson, died re
cently following a lengthy illness. Services 
were held at Madison church, Madison, 
where Hayes served as pastor for the past 
12 years. Paul Waters, pastor, Bethel 
church, Chester County, officiated, assisted 
by Thomas L. Lewis, superintendent of mis
sions of Madison-Chester association.

Another service, with Jim Brewer in 
charge, was held in Hayes’ home town of 
Columbia, where he was buried.

During his tenure as pastor at the Madi
son church a new educational building was 
built, additional remodeling and improve
ments were accomplished, and a new audi
torium was completed in 1969.

He was a graduate of Belmont college, 
Nashville and Union university, Jackson.

Survivors include his widow, Evelyn, one 
son, Jerry, a daughter, Joy, one brother and. 
six sisters.

Sunday School Board Names 
Public Relations Staffer

NASHVILLE—Sidney D. Conner of San 
Angelo, Tex., has joined the staff of the 
office of public relations of the Southern 
Baptist Sunday School Board as an infor
mation specialist.

A journalism graduate of Angelo State 
college at San Angelo, Conner also attended 
Southwestern Baptist Theological seminary 
at Fort Worth, Tex.

He formerly served as religion writer and 
reporter for the San Angelo Standard-Times 
and as assistant state editor for the Fort 
Worth Star-Telegram. While in seminary, 
he was pastor of Mitchell Baptist church 
near Cisco, Tex., and Spring Creek Baptist 
church near Weatherford, Tex. (BP)

CHURCH FURNITURE
by LINDSEY

DIRECT FROM THE 
FACTORY—PEWS, PULPIT 
TABLES, CHAIRS, FIBRE- 
GLASS BAPTISTRIES AND 
CLASSROOM EQUIPMENT

PHONE 615-762-2249
■^ndsey’s BOX 429

LAWRENCEBURG, TENN. 38464

First Church, Sparta 
Hosts Foreign Students

First church, Sparta, Elmer Crosby, pas
tor, sponsored an “International Weekend.” 
Eleven families in the church entertained 13 
students from ten countries: Canada; Syria; 
India; Nigeria; Vietnam; Iran Korea; Hong 
Kong; Taiwan; and Afganistan. These stu
dents are presently enroled at Tennessee 
Technological university, Cookeville.

The program was initiated by the Baptist 
Men’s organization of the church and ar
rangements for the weekend were coordi
nated through the Baptist Student Union at 
the college. At the conclusion of the morn
ing worship service, these international 
guests were introduced to the congregation 
and each was presented with a book and a 
Bible.

Grundy County Herald 
Names Hacker As Editor

I. J. Hacker, pastor, First church, Tracy 
City, has been named editor of The Grundy 
County Herald. Hacker plans to have a 
church office and study in the Herald build
ing. He succeeds James L. Nicholson who 
has been appointed president-headmaster of 
Lee academy, a private day school in Au
burn, Ala.

Hacker worked in the newspaper industry 
prior to entering the ministry. He has been 
pastor of the Tracy City church since Au
gust of 1969.

FEDERAL EMPLOYEES
AVERAGE PAY IS $10,200

WASHINGTON—There were 2,928,473 
persons on the civilian payrolls of the Exec
utive, Legislative and Judicial branches of 
the Federal Government at the end of 
February.

But, the Chamber of Commerce of the 
United States urges you to take heart be
cause that total is a drop from 3,049,502 
who were working as of July, 1969.

It may not be a restorative for the 
agonies you underwent on income tax-filing 
day, but you might be interested in know
ing how much of your money goes to pay 
federal salaries.

According to the Washington Post, the 
average pay of federal civilian employees is 
now $10,200 a year. (C of C of U.S.)

“Besides Mission Aid, Memorial Gifts, and 
All-Out Stewardship, does anyone know 
how we can raise a few bucks?”
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Religion Around The World
Dr. and Mrs. John A. Nickell, Jr., South

ern Baptist missionaries to Nigeria, were 
scheduled to leave for the States on June 
10 for emergency leave (address: 311 Lynn 
Dr., Nashville, 37211). Dr. Nickell is a 
native of Oklahoma City, Okla. Mrs. Nick
ell, the former Carolyn Williams, is a native 
of Cyril, Okla. They were appointed by 
the Foreign Mission Board in 1967.

Rev. and Mrs. C. Benton Williams, South
ern Baptist missionaries to Thailand, are 
on leave in the States (address: Route 2, 
Seymour 37865). He is a native of Knox
ville and Mrs. Williams, the former Eliz
abeth Rogers, is a native of Seymour. They 
were appointed by the Foreign Mission 
Board in 1959.

Baptists in the West German state of 
Baden-Wurttemberg are collecting money 
for the purpose of buying property on 
which to build a home for the aged. The 
home will be located in Urbach. The first 
unit will contain 92 beds and plans include 
other units in the future. While under Bap
tist management, the home would not be 
limited to Baptist church members. (EBPS)

Adolf Pohl, director of the Baptist semi
nary in Buckow, East Germany, has been 
elected vice-chairman of the newly estab
lished national church council there. The 
council includes both the established church 
(Lutheran and United) and the free church
es. (EBPS)

Dafydd G. Davies has been named as the 
new principal of Cardiff Baptist college in 
Cardiff, Wales, United Kingdom. Davies 
succeeds J. Ithel Jones who moves to Aus
tralia this summer. (EBPS)

Rev. and Mrs. James L. Burnham, South
ern Baptist missionaries to Isreal, engaged 
in language study in Natanya, have a new 
address: 53 Rehov Dizengoff, Apt. 4, 
Natanya. He is a native of Carrollton, Ga., 
and she, the former Mary Ann Coffey, is 
a native of Ducktown. They were appointed 
by the Foreign Mission Board last June.

Raymond Pople, Southern Baptist mis
sionary journeyman, has returned to the 
States after completing a two-year term of 
service in Argentina (address: 4956 Cole 
Rd., Memphis 38117). A native of Mem
phis, Pople is a graduate of Mississippi 
college, Clinton.

Dr. and Mrs. Allen G. Williams, Sr., 
Southern Baptist missionary associates, 
were scheduler to leave the States May 26 
for language study in Kenya (address: 
P. O. Box 137, Lumuru, Kenya). A native 
of Sherman, Texas, he grew up in Ruston, 
La. Mrs. Williams is the former Helen 
Phelps, of Maryville. They were employed 
by the Foreign Mission Board last Decem
ber.

Baptists in Ireland have enjoyed unbrok
en growth in membership since 1941 when 
they numbered about 4600. During 1969 
the union gained 264 members and crossed 
the 7000 mark for the first time. Member
ship now stands at a record 7186, accord
ing to general secretary Joshua Thompson, 
of Belfast.

At the 1970 assembly, the union wel
comed the first new Baptist church to be 
launched in the Republic of Ireland since 
1891. The 11-member congregation, made 
up mostly of converted Catholics, uses 
borrowed facilities in downtown Dublin. 
(EBPS)

Charles Sidney McGee, son of Rev. and 
Mrs. John S. McGee, Southern Baptist 
missionaries to Nigeria, was to have been 
married June 14 to Miss Ruth Esther 
Schlafer at Fifth Avenue church, Knox
ville. The McGees, currently on furlough, 
are living in Jefferson City.

Tennessee Ministers’ Wives Officers re
cently elected for 1970 are left to right, Mrs. 
George E. Clark, secretary; Mrs. Paul B. 
Clark, vice-president; and Mrs. R. Trevis 
Otey, president. All officers are from Jack- 
son.

AVAILABLE FOR BUILDING
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nent financing. Optional repayment schedules, tailored to your needs.
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Mrs. Lee N. Allen BPRA Head
DENVER—Mrs. Lee N. (Catherine) 

Allen, public relations director for Woman’s 
Missionary Union of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, Birmingham, Ala., was elected 
president of the Southern Baptist Public 
Relations Association during the group’s 
breakfast meeting here. Mrs. Allen suc
ceeds Miss Marjorie Saunders, public rela
tions director, Baylor university Medical 
Center, Dallas, Texas.

During the meeting awards were pre
sented to 10 Baptist agencies and related or
ganizations for creativity in design of 
exhibits at the Southern Baptist Convention. 
Grand award in the competition went to the 
two assemblies operated under the auspices 
of the Baptist Sunday School Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, Ridgecrest in 
North Carolina and Glorieta in New Mexico.
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Sunday School Lesson for June 21, 1970—By W. R. White 
Life and Work Series

NEW VALUES FOR OLD
Basic Passage: Philippians 3
Focal Passage: Philippians 3:7-16 ,

The old covenant and order to which 
Paul was so devoted, before his conversion, 
had values. They find their fulfillment and 
sublimation in a new set of superior values 
in the new covenant and new order.

Many people are willing to surrender that 
which seems to have no real value for that 
which appears to have a highly desirable 
value. However, they are often reluctant 
to surrender lesser values for higher values.

Paul had evidently witnessed some things 
in the life of those first Christians, partic
ularly in Stephen, that impressed him. In 
fact his conscience must have disturbed him 
greatly though he fiercely resisted it. In fact, 
his pride reacted with a more violent ex
plosion than ever.

It took a spiritual upheaval to enable him 
to see that what they had was vastly supe
rior to what he had. But God obviously 
used their quality of faith and life to lead up 
to the severe crisis which prepared the 
way for the glorious spiritual disclosure on 
the road to Damascus.
THE GREAT REVERSAL
Philippians 3:7-9

The radical change in Paul brought about 
a great contrast in values as he saw the true 
picture. What had appeared to him as great 
gain for him, he gladly surrendered for the 
vastly superior gain presented to him.

The excellency of the knowledge of Christ 
made all of that of which he had boasted 
seem as nothing by way of comparison. He 
was not really discrediting the actual worth 
of the old values, he was contrasting their 
relative merits to those of the new order 
with its faith and experience. There was 
not only a great reversal in his sense of 
values, but in his way of life.

He not only preferred the imputed right
eousness in Christ, but the imparted right
eousness as well. This was all in contrast 
to righteousness produced by the law.
THE PASSION FOR EXPERIENTIAL 
KNOWLEDGE Philippians 3:11

Paul had a delightful experience of 
Christ but he wanted that experience deep
ened and increased. He knew that this 
would mean more suffering but he welcomed 
it because he would share more of the mean
ing of Christ’s suffering for him and others. 
He wanted to enter more deeply into the 
poignancy of his death that he might ex
perience more of the power of his resur
rection.
THE MIGHTY THRUST TOWARD 
SPIRITUAL MATURITY
Philipians 3:12-16

Paul, while having moved a long way in 
attaining this goal, admitted that he had not 

arrived by any means. He was moving with 
a driving thrust in that direction.

The word “perfect” is used in two dif
ferent ways in this passage. See Verses 12 
and 15. In one he refers to maturity in 
achievement. In the other he is thinking 
of maturity in objective and effort toward its 
realization in Christ.

He wanted all who shared with him in this 
high aim and intense effort to move together 
in unison.

Paul was giving his utmost for the highest. 
That is exactly what the Lord is desiring 
to find going on in our lives today.

Let it be well understood that no one has 
arrived in either sinlessness or Christlike- 
ness. These are goals to be set in all of our 
lives.

The primary meaning of “holy’-’ is “set 
apart unto the Lord and His purpose.” To 
reach the point where this is true all the 
time and every minute, will not be attained 
until we serve Him day and night before 
His throne. However, we can be moving 
daily and increasingly in that direction. This 
should not be a casual effort but a mighty 
thrust.

The word “perfect” has the idea of com
plete, full-orbed, wholly inclusive, ripe, ma
ture, well-balanced. We have not attained 
this in its fulness. We will not until we see 
Him in His glorious return as He is.

This should not cause us to relax but to 
pursue with our utmost to be changed from 
one stage of likeness to a more complete 
image of Him till that day when we shall 
grasp the mark of the high calling in Christ 
forever and forever. Praise His name!

Bible Society Honors Blind 
Layman for Camille Efforts

NEW YORK—A Baptist layman from 
Gulfport, Miss., blind for the past three 
years, was honored by the American Bible 
Society here for being instrumental in dis
tributing more than 100,000 scriptures to 
survivors of Hurricane Camille last August.

The Bible Society paid tribute to John 
Calfin Broom, 42, a former U.S. mailman, 
and member of Handsboro Baptist church 
of Gulfport.

Broom was coordinator for the Camille 
Scripture Distribution Project following the 
devastating destruction of Hurricane Ca
mille.

Broom, who became blind three years 
ago, was presented with a set of the Bible 
Society’s new casette recording edition of 
Today’s English Version of the New Testa
ment. He also was elected an honorary life 
member of the organization. (BP)

Foundation

A Man Had Two Sons
By Jonas L. Stewart 

Executive Secretary-Treasurer
Really there are two men in this story. 

Each of them had two sons. The four sons 
were irresponsible, unappreciative spend
thrifts.

One father died without having made 
a will. The two sons argued with the admin
istrator, disputed with each other and finally 
went to court to plead their selfish interest. 
After three appeals, five years, thousands 
of dollars in legal fees, court costs and loss 
of income the estate was settled. Each re
ceived equal shares but by now only about 
one-fourth of the original estate was left. 
Most of that for which their parents had 
labored, sacrificed and saved was now in 
the hands of strangers.

The other father was wise. He wrote a 
will leaving his hard earned estate in trust. 
The sons could not touch it. The trustee 
divided the income equally between them 
twice each year. When the sons reach a 
stated age, their benefits will cease unless 
there is dire need because of a physical 
handicap. When they no longer receive 
the income it will be paid to their father’s 
church at least annually and forever. Thus 
that which the Lord gave these parents is 
preserved to serve His cause for all ages to 
come.

The Tennessee Baptist Foundation serves 
as trustee of such funds. For more in
formation about how you can use the serv
ices of your Foundation for such a trust, 
write Tennessee Baptist Foundation, Dr. 
Jonas L. Stewart, Executive Secretary, 
Brentwood, Tennessee 37027.

Personnel of the Church Training De
partment, Baptist Sunday School Board of 
the Southern Baptist Convention examine 
department materials in the exhibit area of 
the Southern Baptist Convention. They are, 
left to right: Don Trotter, Henry Camp
bell, and Lee Gamer.
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From tne
Executive Secretary

By W. Fred Kendall

Kendall

Last week I noted that I would give 
some personal evaluation of the Southern 
Baptist Convention which met in Denver, 

Colo., last week. This is 
not an easy assignment. 
You have read some 
statements in the secular 
press which were re
leases by the various 
news services. You will 
also get a report on the 
major actions through 
the regular news services 
of this paper.

As it had been antici
pated this Convention 
was marked by some re

actions and some controversial issues. For 
the first time it was visited by a militant 
group which could have brought serious 
problems. The program had been planned 
to give six hours of time to consideration of 
business. Even this much time was not ade
quate for the many resolutions and motions 
which were brought up for consideration.

This was the fifth largest registration with 
13,500 registered. The Convention facilities 
at Denver proved to be more adequate 
than had been anticipated. I heard less com
plaining than last year. The Convention 
hall was not built for conventions of this 
kind but as an exhibition hall. It is said that 
it is as long as two football fields. It was 
most difficult to see the platform from the 
rear of the hall.

The two most controversial issues con
cerned the first volume of the Broadman 
Commentary and the Atlanta Seminar con
ducted last winter by the Christian Life 
Commission. Objection to the Genesis sec
tion of the first volume of the Commentary 
centered on the view expressed by the writer 
that God did not command Abraham to 
offer Isaac. Much opposition was voiced to 
this position and the Convention voted to 
request the Sunday School Board to with
draw the first volume and to rewrite it 
“with due consideration of the conservative 
viewpoint.”

Five different motions were presented 
concerning the Christian Life Commission, 
some of which were very extreme. All of 
these were either voted down or tabled. 
Some of the discussion of these motions was 
rather bitter and some were not satisfied 
with the outcome.

Other motions were presented which 
would have required the signing of state
ments of faith by writers, employees of 
boards, and professors. This was going 
too much in the direction of creedalism and 
was rejected by the Convention. There was 
also an attempt to amend the Baptist Faith 
and Message as adopted in Kansas City in

On Matters of

By Dr. B. David Edens, 
Director, Marriage and 
Family Program 
Stephens College 
Columbia, Missouri 65201

Large Family?
The big family is not the best growing

growing ground for children even if there’s 
plenty of money to go around and a house
ful of labor-saving appliances, says mental 
health specialist E. James Lieberman.

Several major studies have shown that 
the children from small families tend to be 
brighter than youngsters in large families 
regardless of the family’s income bracket. 
Dr. Lieberman, psychiatrist and consultant 
at the Center for Studies of Child and Fam
ily Mental Health at the National Institute 
for Mental Health, reminded in New York 
Times Magazine. Researchers also found 
them to be bigger, taller, more creative, 
more vigorous and independent and less 
vulnerable to mental illness.

Newest research findings underline the 
need for “a tremendous emotional invest
ment” on the part of his parents if a child 
is to grow up personally and socially compe
tent, said Lieberman. A parent-child rela
tionship founded on love and enriched by 
intelligence takes so much out of parents 
that “for most of us, it compels a choice be
tween quantity and quality.”

1963. The addition was to be to Section 1, 
“The Scriptures.” It was rejected. It is a 
dangerous trend to attempt to amend the 
articles of our Faith from the Convention 
floor without the proper evaluation and 
thorough study which is required for a 
move of this kind.

The Convention voted to give 10 minutes 
to a militant black group from one of the 
colleges who came in at the noon hour and 
took up positions on the platform. The 
spokesman for the group was defiant and 
spoke very harshly of Southern Baptists. 
They marched out without incident and 
were heard with quietness except for one or 
two voices which were heard in protest.

The Convention adopted some very fine 
resolutions on many subjects pertaining to 
current world problems and social concerns. 
Four major addresses were delivered. All 
were timely. Billy Graham closed the ses
sion with a great service on Thursday 
morning. It was probably the highest hour 
of the Convention.

I was disappointed in the spirit of the 
Convention. I had expected a much more 
challenging program on our 125th anniver
sary. Except for the last session there were 
no great high hours of spiritual mountain- 
top experiences. We missed some of the 
great worship experiences of the past years

Historically
From the files

50 YEARS AGO
It seems now quite probable that 

the next president of the United States 
will be a Baptist. Warren G. Harding, 
United States Senator from Ohio, and 
now the nominee of the Republican 
party for the presidency, is a trustee 
of the Baptist church at Marion, Ohio.

20 YEARS AGO
Since Robert G. Lee began his min

istry as pastor of Bellevue church, 
Memphis, 23 years ago, a total of 
15,040 persons have united with the 
church.

Approximately 200,000 sermons 
are preached each week from the pul
pits of our land.

10 YEARS AGO
Broadway church, Knoxville, called 

Lewis E. Rhodes, pastor of Daniel 
Memorial Baptist church, Jackson, 
Miss, for seven years, as pastor.

Clifton J. Allen, editorial secretary', 
Baptist Sunday School Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, was 
awarded the honorary degree doctor 
of divinity by Furman university, 
Greenville, S.C., his alma mater.

Merrill D. Moore was named to 
head the Southern Baptist Conven
tion’s new Stewardship Commission. 
Moore served formerly as steward
ship promotion secretary with the 
convention’s Executive Committee.

ALLIANCE LEADER HITS 'EXAGGERATED 
ESTIMATES OF 'GAMBLING' TAXES

PHILADELPHIA—Public officials wh< 
promote legal gambling in New Jersey wen 
charged with making exaggerated estimate 
of tax revenue in an attempt to win suppor 
for the Atlantic City “casino gambling 
proposal.

Dr. Samuel A. Jeanes of Merchantville 
N.J., general secretary of the Lord’s Da? 
Alliance in New Jersey, said on a televisioi 
program here that the “much heralded pro 
motional promises that accompany gambling 
proposals fade into whispers when the ta 
receipts are counted.” (RNS)

and could have wished for a greater sense o 
the presence of the spirit of Christ. We ha( 
a lot of dramatization and visuals and ; 
lot of business. We have a lot of prayin 
to do to reach the great spiritual level whicl 
we need to meet the needs of the curren 
period of history.

Thursday, June 18, 1970 Page E



Methodist Publishing House 
Notes Major Policy Changes

Officials of the Methodist Publishing 
House, Nashville, have announced major 
policy changes for two general church 
periodicals that operated at a loss of $500,- 
000 last year, according to W. A. Reed, 
Jr., in an article in the Nashville Tennes
sean on Friday, June 12. Cecil D. Jones, 
executive vice president of the denomina
tion’s publishing center, announced that the 
“Together Area News Edition” (TANE) 
supplement program which is provided free 
to 31 episcopal areas of the church, will be 
canceled. Jones said that the TANE pro
gram costs the publishing house about 
$180,000 each year.

Originally, the TANE program was to 
have been provided only to those areas 
which reached a subscription level equal 
to 10 percent of the area church member
ship, according to Jones. Officials stated 
that only three areas presently qualify un
der the stipulation. After the January, 1971, 
cut-off date, the publishing house will con
tinue to provide TANEs at cost to any area 
which desires the service.

Ministers will now be expected to pay 
for subscriptions to “Together,” a monthly 
family magazine, and “Christian Advo
cate,” a bi-monthly periodical for pastors 
of the United Methodist church. Free min
isterial subscriptions to these two magazines, 
a service of the publishing house for 14 
years, will end Aug. 1, but special subscrip
tion rates for pastors will be provided. 
Complimentary subscriptions to ministers 
now cost the publishing house an estimated 
$325,000 a year.

Lovick Pierce, president of the publish
ing house said that the two magazines were 
authorized by the 1956 General Confer
ence and the original goal was a minimum 
of 1,000,000 subscribers. However, the cir-

Frisco's "Jesus Freaks" 
Televised by CBS June 28

SAN FRANCISCO—Kent Philpott, a 
long haired minister to San Francisco’s hip 
community and a graduate of Golden Gate 
Baptist Theological Seminary will be fea
tured as CBS’ “Lamp Unto My Feet” ex
amines “The Jesus Freaks.”

Philpott and other “turned on” Chris
tians with exotic backgrounds, including 
drugs, who have turned to religion to free 
themselves from the “hang ups” will be 
examined on the 30 minute telecast to be 
aired Sunday, June 28, 10:00 A.M. (EDT)

Filmed in the San Francisco Bay area 
the program reports on some of the more 
than 100 Christian houses where young 
people from the streets who have been con
verted to Christ now devote their lives to 
meditation, Bible study and fellowship, in 
sharp contrast to their former leanings. 
(BP)

culation of “Together” has dropped from 
a peak of 935,000 during 1959-60 to the 
present number of approximately 416,000.

Another official indicated that charging 
ministers for the periodicals will not elim
inate the deficit but will help in reducing 
costs.

Editorial offices of “Together” and 
“Christian Advocate” are in Park Ridge, 
Ill., but the magazines are printed and 
mailed from Nashville. Curtis A. Cham
bers serves as editor of “Together” and 
James W. Wall serves as editor of the 
“Christian Advocate.”

Presbyterian Church, U.S. Hit 
By Severe Financial Problems

Because of decreases in church giving by 
members of the Presbyterian church, U.S., 
a severe curtailment of services, program 
and personnel is being felt both at the 
Nashville-based Board of Missions and in 
Richmond, Va. by the church’s Christian 
Board of Education, according to W. A. 
Reed, Jr., in an article in the Nashville 
Tennessean on Friday, June 12.

According to Dr. T. Watson Street, exe
cutive secretary of the Board of Missions, 
the budget problems will necessitate staff 
reductions. In a staff letter, Street discussed 
the necessity of releasing three staff mem
bers and a decision nof-to replace a fourth 
staffer who will be leaving soon. He said 
the reduction in staff will cause some but 
not major rearrangement of responsibilities. 
There are no plans at present to reduce 
the regular secretarial personnel.

In Richmond, the Presbyterian Board of 
Christian Education announced that during 
a special session the board voted to reduce 
staff positions from its present level of 
105 to am estimated 74 by January, 1972. 
This is the second major cutback of the 
Richmond-based board in a year. More than 
40 percent of the personnel positions were 
eliminated last July.

Dr. David W. A. Taylor, director of pro
gram administration, at the Board of Mis- 
s:ons said that one possible reason for the 
decline in church giving is that there are 
some churchmen who are frowning on ap
proaching unity with the United Presby
terian church, U.S.A. Taylor cited other 
reasons as including the dislike some mem
bers have for economical cooperation with 
the Consultation on Church Union, Nation
al Council of Churches and the World 
Council of Churches, and the denomina
tion’s most recent social and political 
stances. Taylor pointed out that the Board 
of Missions is dependent solely on church 
contributions while the Board of Christian 
Education received part of its income from 
the sale of books and curriculum materials 
plus church benevolences.

Broadman Bible Commentary 
To Be Published in England

NASHVILLE—Through an agreement 
made recently between the Southern Baptist 
Sunday School Board and a London, Eng
land, publishing company, English language 
copies of “The Broadman Bible Commen
tary” will be printed in London for distri
bution in many foreign countries.

Marshall, Morgan & Scott Ltd. now has 
“the exclusive right and license to reprint 
and publish the work in the English lan
guage and to sell and distribute it in all 
countries throughout the world except the 
United States of America, Canada, Aus
tralia, New Zealand, South Africa and 
West Africa,” according to the agreement.

The publishing of the commentary in 
London will have “significance as a medium 
of reaching the wider English-speaking mar
ket other than that reached directly by 
Broadman Press,” said Clifton J. Allen, gen
eral editor of the commentary. “It is a 
recognition of the quality of ‘The Broadman 
Bible Commentary’ as an outstanding work 
of biblical scholarship in the tradition of 
the evangelical viewpoint, and of its signifi
cance for serious Bible study by ministers 
and thoughtful lay persons around the 
world.”

Four of the contributors to the commen
tary are from the British Isles. They are 
George R. Beasley-Murray, principal of 
Spurgeon’s College, London; R. E. Cle
ments, professor of Old Testament at the 
University of Cambridge; G. Henton 
Davies, Regent’s Park college, Oxford, and 
president-elect of the Baptist Union of 
Great Britain; and R. E. O. White, Baptist 
Theological college, Glasgow.

“This edition of ‘The Broadman Bible 
Commentary’ will further increase its sig
nificance as the first multi-volume commen
tary of the Scriptures written altogether by 
Baptists, which will have historical signifi
cance as representative of Baptist scholar
ship in our Baptist world fellowship,” Allen 
said.

Herman F. Burns, right, managing art 
director, Baptist Sunday School Board of 
the Southern Baptist Convention, will retire 
June 30 after 41 years of service to South
ern Baptists. Burns talks with Robert Seale, 
one of six art supervisors at the Board.
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