
BAPTIST
AND

REFLECTOR
VOL. 136 / THURSDAY, JUNE 25, 1970 / NO. 26

NEWS-JOURNAL OF THE TENNESSEE BAPTIST CONVENTION

LE
BA

N
O

N
 TN 

57
08

7

—BSSB Photo

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOLS-1970
IN EVERY CHURCH AND MISSION



Devotional

A CHANGE IN POSITION
By Herschel H. Hobbs

“Jesus standing on the right hand of 
God”—Acts 7:55.

This is an interesting thing: “Jesus stand
ing on the right hand of God” (author’s 
italics). Elsewhere following His return to 
heaven He is seen as sitting on the right 
hand of God (cf. Matt. 26:64; Acts 2:34; 
Eph. 1:20; Col. 3:1; Heb. 1:3, 10:12). But 
here Stephen saw Him standing. Is there any 
significance in this? It suggests three things.

First, Jesus is involved in our sufferings. 
In Acts 9:5 He told Saul that he was 
persecuting Him as he persecuted His peo
ple. If we share in Jesus’ sufferings, He 
also shares in ours (cf. Rom. 8:17; Phil. 
3:10).

Second, Jesus is concerned about us in our 
sufferings. He is concerned that we shall 
be faithful to Him in persecution, even to 
the point of dying for Him (cf. Matt. 16: 
24ff.; Rev. 2:10). Stephen was the first 
Christian called upon to give his life for his 
faith in Jesus. If he faltered, others likely 
would do so. If he proved faithful, it would 
encourage others to do likewise. Thus the 
cause of Christ would be secure.

Third, Jesus encourages His people in 
their suffering. A fan at a sporting event 
does not sit down at a crucial point in the
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contest. He stands up and roots for his team. 
He seeks to cheer it on to victory.

It takes little imagination to see Jesus 
.standing at the right hand of God intently 
interested in this contest on earth. And 
cheering Stephen on to victory. The view, 
not a vision but an actual view (Greek, 
theoro, to see), of His Lord standing on the 
right hand of God certainly put heart into 
Stephen (vv. 59f.).

Imagination? If so, it is holy imagination. 
Because it tells us that when we stand for 
Christ against evil, we do not stand alone. 
For Jesus at the right hand of God stands 
with us.

Jhtlpii Tn
By Jim Griffith

All who have expressed concern 
over the nation’s economy were given 
cause to reach for the panic button 
following an incident the other day.

When President Nixon visited the 
Billy Graham Crusade, he borrowed 
$5 to put in the cpllection plate and, 
wonder of wonders, he borrowed the 
money from Graham, himself.

We have all heard of borrowing 
from Peter to pay Paul, but one must 
admit that it is a bit unusual when 
Dick borrows from Billy to pay Billy.

It is certain that the evangelist 
understood what the president meant 
when he said, “We are going to feel 
the bite of inflation a while longer—” 
but Graham didn’t know that the 
president was going to put the bite on 
him.

However, the striking thing about 
the incident is that the chief executive 
is merely carrying out the popular 
plan of stewardship practiced by so 
many churchgoers: “Give until it 
hurts someone else.”
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Let God Speak To You

By Bill Delaney, Pastor
Highland Park Baptist Church, Columbia

Would you want to know the mind and 
will of God? Then turn to the Bible. Is 
some trouble besetting you, or are you 
lacking in faith? Then turn to the Bible. 
God has a promise for you in His Book 
and “Faith cometh by hearing and hearing 
by the word of God.” When you read the 
Bible, God is speaking to you. When you 
pray, you are speaking to God. Both are 
important, but it is far more important that 
God speak to you than that you speak to 
God.

One of the most exciting discoveries you 
will ever make is when you withdraw to a 
quiet place and spend one and a half or two 
hours alone daily in reading the Word and 
in prayer. “But,” you say, “how can I 
do it?” If need be get up an hour or two 
earlier in the morning. As you read the 
Bible do not be overly concerned about 
what a particular book was written for or to 
whom or by whom and the estimated date, 
etc. This is a great weakness with us. We 
have studied so much about the Bible that 
we haven’t taken the time to just sit down 
and let the Bible speak to us. Just ask God 
to open your spiritual eyes in order that He 
can speak to you through it. You will find 
promises in the Old Testament that are 
just as comforting and powerful as anything 
you find in the New Testament.

As you read you will grow spiritually. 
When you awaken in the morning you will 
have God’s thoughts in your mind. When 
you are thinking about a course of conduct 
to follow, God will lay a Scripture verse 
on your heart. If you would be powerful in 
prayer you will read the Bible because our 
Lord has said, “If ye abide in me, and my 
words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye 
will, and it shall be done unto you.” John 
15:7. The Bible is God’s message to us. 
Let’s read it and heed it! “For then shalt 
thou make thy way prosperous and then 
shalt thou have good success.” Joshua 1:8b.

'BAPTIST STANDARD' AWARDS 
TWO JOURNALISM SCHOLARSHIPS

DALLAS—Two journalism students at 
Baylor university, Waco, Tex., have been 
designated winners of the E. S. James—Bap
tist Standard scholarships awarded by the 
weekly newspaper published by Texas Bap
tists here.

The scholarship winners are Miss Nancy 
Flowers of Sulphur Springs, Tex., and Miss 
Sandra Simmons of Plains, Ga., both senior 
journalism majors at Baylor university.

The $800 scholarships were set up by the 
board of directors for the Baptist Standard.
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Sword Drill and Speakers’
Tournament Set for July 6

The State Sword Drill and Speakers’ 
Tournament will be held at the Executive 
Board Building of the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention, Brentwood, on July 6, begin
ning at 7 p.m. The events are being spon
sored by the Church Training department, 
Tennessee Baptist Convention, Charles L. 
Norton, secretary.

Associational and eight regional tourna
ments are now being held across the state. 
The winners of the regional competition in 
Sword Drills will go to the state competi
tion, as will regional Speakers’ Tournament 
winners. The winners of the latter will re
ceive a $100 scholarship to be used in one 
of Tennessee’s three Baptist colleges. The 
state winner will receive an additional $100 
scholarship. The winners of both the Sword 
Drill and Speakers’ Tournament will repre
sent Tennessee at Ridgecrest this summer.

The state Sword Drill competition is lim
ited to 13-16-year-olds while competitors 
in the Speakers’ Tournament are in the 17- 
24-year-old bracket.

During regional competition, Juniors, 
ages 9-12, have Junior Memory Work in 
their churches and associations and receive

Cooperative Program Funds 
Withholding Requested

The executive committee of the Nash
ville Baptist association has voted to re
quest association churches to in turn re
quest the executive secretary-treasurer of 
the Tennessee Baptist Convention, W. Fred 
Kendall, to hold in escrow Cooperative 
Program Funds earmarked for Carson- 
Newman college, according to Harold Greg
ory, superintendent of missions.

The action came as a result of a motion 
introduced by Ray Sadler, associate pastor, 
Park Avenue church. The motion requested 
that a letter be sent to the chairman of 
trustees of Carson-Newman, the president, 
and a copy of the letter be sent to the other 
Baptist schools in the state protesting re
cent action by the east Tennessee Baptist 
school’s board of trustees favoring dancing 
on the campus. The strongly-worded letter 
encouraged the trustees to rescind their 
action immediately.

In its request to the Nashville churches 
that they request Kendall to hold in escrow 
funds which would normally go to Carson- 
Newman, the executive -committee con
cluded the statement with the words, . . . 
“until such time as this decision is reversed.”

The names of those voting both for and 
against the sending of the letter were also 
sent to Carson-Newman as well as to the 
other schools.

There were 36 present at the meeting. 
Twenty-three voted in favor and 12 voted 
against.

degrees of award: State Winner and State 
Winner Perfect.

Miss Mary Allen, director of the Church 
Training department’s Intermediate Work, 
is in charge of the Sword Drill and Miss 
Mary Anderson, director of the depart
ment’s Young People’s Work, is in charge 
of the Speakers’ Tournament.

17 Tennesseans Serve 
At Ridgecrest Assembly

RIDGECREST, N.C.—Seventeen stu
dents from Tennessee are serving on the 
Ridgecrest Baptist Assembly staff this sum
mer.

Tennessee students include Miss Charlene 
Milkorn, Carson-Newman College, Jefferson 
City; Miss Karen Waller, University of Ten
nessee, Knoxville; Miss Karan Hall, Doyle 
High School, Knoxville; Miss Mary Harvey, 
Middle Tennessee State University, Mur
freesboro; Miss Brenda Reeder, Middle Ten
nessee State University; Miss Janice Ann 
Givens, Springfield High School, Springfield; 
Miss Sue Ann Ferguson, East Tennessee 
State University, Johnson City; Miss Linda 
Crews, Cleveland State College, Cleveland; 
Miss Cynthia R. Bush, Belmont College, 
Nashville; Miss Viki Burns, Carson-Newman 
College; Miss Cathy Passmore, Martin Col
lege, Martin, Tenn.; Miss Patsy Wilkins, 
Shelbyville Central High School, Shelbyville; 
Miss Linda J. Dunn, Siena College, Mem
phis; Miss Janie Marie Dunn, Siena College; 
Miss Deborah Lynne Alexander, Middle 
Tennessee State University; Miss Jamie Cal
laway, Carson-Newman College; and Miss 
Susan Koonce, Carson-Newman College.

David Bump, Carson-Newman College 
sophomore, serves as exhibit hall manager.

Ridgecrest Baptist Assembly is located in 
the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Caro
lina. The nation-wide religious conference 
center is owned and operated by the Sunday 
School Board of the Southern Baptist Con
vention. (BSSB)

Dr. Gabhart Heads
Southern Alumni Group

Dr. Herbert C. Gabhart, president of Bel
mont college, was elected president of the 
Southern Baptist Theological seminary, 
Louisville, Alumni Association, which has 
more than 10,000 members. He has served 
as president-elect for the past year.

The election took place at the annual 
meeting of the Association recently in Den
ver, in conjunction with the meeting of the 
Southern Baptist Convention.

Other officers elected are president-elect 
Hubert Gilmore, pastor, First Baptist 
church, Birmingham, and secretary, Bruce 
Hartsell, pastor of First Baptist church, 
Shepherdsville, Ky.

Lord's Day Alliance Names 
Floyd A. Craig to Board

Floyd A. Craig, director of public rela
tions for the Christian Life Commission of 
the Southern Baptist Convention, has been 
elected to serve on the board of managers 
of the l ord’s Day Alliance of the United 
States, New York, N.Y.

Craig is a graduate of Oklahoma Baptist 
university, Shawnee, Okla., and Southwest
ern Baptist Theological seminary, Fort 
Worth, Texas. He is a member of the Pub
lic Relations Society of America and the 
Religious Public Relations Council. Author 
of the “Christian Communicator’s Hand
book,” he is listed in the 1966 edition of 
“Outstanding Young Men of America.”

CHARLOTTE BAPTIST CONGREGATION 
ELECTS FOUR WOMEN TO BOARD

CHARLOTTE, N.C.—Four women have 
been elected to the board of deacons of the 
Myers Park Baptist church here, marking 
the first time a local Baptist church has 
elected women to its governing body.

In 1969, there was some talk here of 
electing women to the board but it was 
discovered that the church's by-laws in
dicated that only males were eligible. A 
congregation meeting later voted to delete 
the word “male” from the eligibility clause.

Nevertheless, when the elections were 
held the fact that four women were named 
came as somewhat of a surprise.

Mrs. C. W. Upchurch, one of the four 
women elected, said “the women of our 
church have been working for a couple ol 
years to change the by-laws so we could 
get a woman’s name on the ballot, and we 
were simply amazed when four were 
elected.”

There are some 50 members on the 
board. (RNS)

SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIANS NAME COCU 
AIDE AS MODERATOR IN CLOSE VOTE

MEMPHIS—By a five-vote margin, the 
chairman of the Plan of Union Commis
sion of the Consultation on Church Union 
(COCU) has been elected moderator of the 
110th General Assembly of the Presbyte
rian Church in the U.S. (Southern).

The new moderator is Dr. William A. 
Benfield Jr., 54, senior minister of First 
Presbyterian church, Charleston, W. Va.

He defeated the only other nominee, 
the Rev. Harry A. Fifield, 59, senior min
ister of First Presbyterian church, Atlanta.

The vote, taken in Second Presbyterian 
church here, was 217-212.

Dr. Benfield's election, in light of his 
identification with COCU, appeared to be 
a narrow victory for the progressive fac
tion of the 953,000-member denomination. 
COCU’s plan for merging nine major Prot
estant denominations into one 25-million- 
member Church is opposed by many con
servative Southern Presbyterians. (RNS)
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EDITORIALS_________________________
Questions for Candidates

Primary elections are scheduled in Tennessee in August. 
There are many candidates who aspire to numerous elect
ed positions of trust and responsibility in our state. We 
have in recent weeks heard and read many promises made 
by these candidates. The promises range from the sub
lime to the ridiculous.

However, there is, it seems to us, an area where the 
majority of candidates have been silent. And, we have 
not heard many church groups ask questions in this area. 
Someone is going to win in the primary election, and in 
turn in the general election. That someone is going to 
help shape the destiny of our state for several years in 
whatever elective position is involved. We think church 
groups should be asking these questions, among others, 
and we think further that the candidates should be giving 
some clear answers. They are:

1—Will you stand firm against any effort to legalize 
pari-mutuel betting in Tennessee?

2—Where do you stand on the very important matter of 
Sunday business operations? Will you help keep places of 
business closed on the Lord’s Day?

3—What would you do to help curb the flow of por
nographic literature in Tennessee?

4—Will you oppose legalized gambling in any form?
5—What will you do to help control the increasing flow 

and illegal use of dangerous, habit-forming drugs?
6—What will you do to help curb the increasing sale 

and use of alcoholic beverages?
7—What is your attitude toward separation of church 

and state? In particular, what is your stand on the use of 
federal monies for parochial schools?

8—What would you do to help encourage a spiritual 
and moral climate in public schools and on college cam
puses?

9—What is your commitment to the preservation of law 
and order?

We think that these and other questions are ones which 
Tennessee Baptists and other religious groups need to be 
asking now. If God’s people are not interested enough in 
civil government to determine the moral and spiritual 
climate of candidates for public office, then they have no 
right to quarrel after the elections. Candidates for local, 
county and state offices should be willing to answer ques
tions such as these. If someone will ask them!

Attend a Baptist College
During the next two months, many high school grad

uates will be making difficult decisions. A major decision 
likely will be that of whether to go to college, and if so, 
which college to attend. We still cast our vote, without 
hesitation, in favor of the Christian college. This means 
that in Tennessee we cast our vote for Belmont, Carson- 
Newman and Union. They are institutions of higher edu
cation which offer quality education in a Christian en
vironment! And, they are our institutions, committed to 
the task of providing the type of education which has 
as its end result a complete individual, equipped to live 
profitably in our society.

Functioning as private schools, they do not have the 
financial support provided to state .schools. Therefore, 
some costs might be slightly higher.,, However, at the risk 
of being considered naive, we believe strongly that the 
“plus” of Christian education is worth the somewhat higher 
costs. ’ ; •

I • u • . », •

And, if Christian parents are as concerned as they say 
they are about the welfare of their children, they too will 
be willing to sacrifice if necessary to provide education for 
living as Christians as well as education for making a 
living. . ;

The presidents of our colleges, Doctors Craig, Gabhart, 
and Fincher, aije good, able men dedicated to leading our 
institutions. The faculties and staffs of Belmont, Carson- 
Newman and Union are capable, dedicated people. Minor 
disagreements from time to time notwithstanding, we be- 
heve Tennessee'Baptist parents and their graduated seniors 
should look now at our colleges, and plan, if possible, to 
attend one of them.

I

Apostle to Illiterates' Dies
We regret the death of Dr. Frank C. Laubach, known 

I

as the “apostle to the illiterates.” Perhaps not too many 
Tennessee Baptists have heard of Dr. Laubach. He was 
recognized as one of the outstanding missionaries of this 
generation. Literacy programs which he devised and 
directed are responsible for helping millions of persons 
learn to read. Death came of acute leukemia at the age 
of 85.

Ironically, news of his death came in the same dis- F
patches with news of publication of a book on his 
life. The message of Christ as Saviour was advanced con
siderably by the ministry of Dr. Laubach.
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Editorials on SBC Rap ‘Hostile’
NASHVILLE—Editorial reactions to the 

Southern Baptist Convention in Denver 
prompted at least 17 Baptist state papers 
across the nation to question editorially the 
“unchristian,” “bitter,” “hostile,” “vitriol
ic,” “arrogant,” “unforgiving,” and “mili
tant” spirit and attitude the editors said 
some convention messengers exhibited.

Almost as many editorials had observa
tions and comments on the implications of 
the convention’s actions requesting the with
drawal and rewriting of the Genesis Volunae 
of the Broadman Bible Commentary, and 
the refusal of the SBC to slap down its 
Christian Life Commission for a contro
versial seminar it conducted.

Several of the Baptist state paper editors, 
citing the “hostile” attitude and spirit of 
the messengers to the convention, ques
tioned the democratic process within the 
nation’s largest Protestant denomination.

The Indiana Baptist commented editori
ally that the “bitter, unchristian attitudes we 
saw at Denver” could eventually lead to 
the destruction of the denomination. “If this 
spirit is allowed to take over our conven
tion, we will not survive,” the editorial said.

Hypocrisy Noted
Several editors pointed out the hypocrisy 

of messengers to the convention who de
fended a literal interpretation of the Bible 
in debate on the Broadman Bible Com
mentary, but showed the wrong spirit in 
doing so.

“Some Baptists who seem to believe they 
are divinely appointed to save the Bible 
and defend its inerrant message from all 
imagined defilers sure don’t seem to have 
read much in that Bible about how Chris
tians are supposed to conduct themselves,” 
observed the Georgia Christian Index.

“The vitriolic, hostile, accusative, unfor
giving, prideful, arrogant, and often-down- 
right-abusive attitudes and words of many 
of the preachers who spoke in defense of 
the Bible—and'Tri1'attack of all who dis
agreed with their own views about that 
Bible—seem to this editor to be totally 
alien to the teachings and spirit of the cen
tra^ person in that Bible,” said the Georgia 
editorial.

In one of the strongest editorials on 
the subject, the Kentucky Western Re- 1 
corder charged that “to pray and ask 
others to pray that the Holy Spirit 
will guide our deliberations in a con
vention and then act like children of 
the devil is blasphemy.”
“When will we stop arguing over beliefs 

about the Bible and start living the truth 
of the Bible?” the Kentucky editorial asked. 
“Why while declaring love for the Bible do 
we employ methods in arguing over a pas
sage in Genesis that disregards the teach
ings of Jesus and the New Testament on 
love, and on how to treat one another?

“Which is the more damaging heresy, 

the heresy of belief or the heresy of be
havior?” the editorial continued. “Which 
is more destructive to the Bible—to ques
tion the literal interpretation of a passage 
in Genesis or to disregard literal Biblical 
injunctions on Christian attitude and be
havior? Which preaches loudest to the non
Christian world we are trying to win, our 
orthodoxy on the Bible or our accusation 
and abuse of each other?” the Kentucky 
editorial asked.

Unchristian Attitude
The North Carolina Biblical Recorder 

questioned the emotional stability of con
vention messengers who sought to “em
barrass and ridicule President W. A. Cris
well as well as the convention at large.” 
The editorial added: “When W. A. Criswell, 
Herschel Hobbs and Ramsey Pollard are 
not ‘conservative’ enough for this group, 
who can be?”

Both the North Carolina and Maryland 
Baptist editorials speculated, how those who 
sought to censor the Broadman Bible Com
mentary and Christian Life Commission 
would react if the deacons in their churches 
sought to “censor and scrutinize their ser
mons” each week.

The Maryland editorial observed that 
some messengers were determined , ,“to 
draw blood and extract a ‘pound of flesh’ 
and by Wednesday they had done just 
that.” The editor confessed he wept when 
he observed the unchristian attitude, and 
added: “Our prayer now is that God will 
intervene and save us from self-destruc
tion.’,’

An editorial in the Mississippi Baptist 
Record, however, disagreed that there was 
an “unchristian” spirit among the mes
sengers. “It was a meeting of determined 
action, but of little show of animosity, and 
the love of Christ prevailed.”

“We feel sure that even though there 
was not agreement on all of the ac
tions taken, that the messengers re
turned to their homes and churches 
determined more than ever to help

r Southern Baptists continue their na
tionwide and worldwide programs,” 
said the Mississippi editorial.
bn the Broadman Bible Commentary 

action, the editorials in the Kentucky and 
Maryland papers agreed that the Baptist 
Sunday School Board would be wise to pay 
off its commitments to writers and cancel 
the entire 12-volume series.

“It is quite apparent Southern Baptists 
are not ready for a commentary that deals 
in the broad scope of current Biblical schol
arship,” observed the Maryland editorial. 
“We seem to still be at the ‘study course 
bobk? stage and afraid to expose ourselves 
to any viewpoint that we don’t accept.”

The Kentucky editorial added that it 
would not be worth the cost to revise and 
edit the work of Biblical scholars to make it 

Denver Spirit
conform to already accepted interpreta
tions of the majority of the readers.

Liberalism In Minority
An editorial in the Mississippi Baptist 

Record stated that the action “showed 
clearly that the majority of Southern Bap
tists . . . want no part of theological liber
alism, and do not want convention-pro
duced literature to bear its stamp.

“We feel,” said the Mississippi editorial, 
“that the action will prove to be a wise one 
for the convention. It should be an end to 
the debate on whether the agencies should 
try to move in a more liberal direction . . . 
This act announces to the world that South
ern Baptists are going to remain in the 
conservative path.”

At least 15 Baptist state papers com
mented editorially on the Broadman Com
mentary action. Only one, the District of 
Columbia Capital Baptist, called it “a big 
mistake.”

The California Southern Baptist called 
the commentary action “a hollow victory” 
because banning the book gave it the best 
possible sales promotion. The editorial 
pointed out that though the commentary 
was considered “liberal” by most SBC mes
sengers, it is conservative when compared 
to the full spectrum of theological thought. 
“Oddly, banning this moderately conserva
tive commentary may hasten rather than 
retard the trend towards a more moderate 
version of conservative theology,” the edi
torial observed.

Several editorials observed that the 
convention was somewhat contradic
tory, slapping the writers of the SBC 
Sunday School Board for its commen
tary, but refusing to chide the Chris
tian Life Commission for inviting a 
Playboy philosophy and a situation 
ethics advocate to speak at a seminar 
on morality.
“It appeared that the messengers viewed 

the Christian Life Commission’s program 
as an error in judgment, but the Sunday 
School Board’s commentary as an error in 
doctrine,” said the Indiana Baptists. “Mis
takes in judgment are forgivable; mistakes 
in doctrine are not.”

Many of the 16 Baptist state papers that 
editorialized on the Christian Life Com
mission action by the convention indicated 
belief that the social action agency “got 
the message” and would “not hold any 
more such controversial conferences.”

The South Carolina Baptist Courier ob
served that though motions which would 
have reprimanded the commission for the 
seminar were tabled and the SBC refused 
to cut the budget allocation to the agency, 
the closeness of some of the votes amounted 
to a stern reprimand.

Added the Rocky Mountain Baptist, “A 
continued affront to the convention (by

(Continued on page 9)
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Seminary Plans Extensive 
Auditorium Renovation

FORT WORTH—Southwestern Baptist 
Theological seminary’s board of trustees 
have announced plans for the extensive ren
ovation of Truett Auditorium, the semi
nary’s major worship and assembly center.

Most of the improvements will be made 
in the areas of acoustics and lighting, semi
nary officials said.

Present plans include: reshaping of the 
ceiling and removal of acoustical tile; place
ment of acoustical shutters over the audi
torium windows; building of an acoustical 
shell for use in choral productions; installa
tion of new stage lighting and dimmer 
equipment; reworking of the sound system; 
and renovation of the organ.

Additional plans call for new stage cur
tains, off-stage dressing rooms, and increased 
storage space.

“These alterations will not only improve 
our daily worship services, but will en
hance the quality of choral and dramatic 
productions,” said Wayne Evans, the semi
nary's business manager.

Improvements in Truett Auditorium are 
expected to be completed by early fall. (BP)

CHURCHES INCLUDE 
'BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR' 
The following churches have included 

Baptist And Reflector in their church pro
gram:
New Trial Budget—
Ridgedale church, Knoxville
Ed A. Young, pastor
Calvary church, Alcoa
James A. Lauderback, pastor
Preston Street church, Jackson
Tillman Mays, Jr., pastor 
Lakeshores church, Memphis 
J. Rowland Crawford, pastor 
Richardsons Cove church, Sevierville 
Earl Lane, pastor
New Club—
McCalla Avenue church, Knoxville 
John Buell, pastor

MUSIC, INTERPRETIVE DIALOGUE 
REPLACES BACCALAUREATE SERMON

CHARLOTTE, N.C.—A contemporary 
program of music and interpretive dialogue 
will replace the traditional sermon in this 
year’s Community Baccalaureate Service 
here.

The interpretations will follow three folk 
songs chosen for their religious implica
tions and sung by young people. The 35- 
voice “Good News Singers of America,” a 
local group, will participate.

The innovations were planned by the 
senior presidents of the 11 city and county 
high schools, in cooperation with the Inter
faith Baccalaureate Committee. Senior class 
representatives said a poll showed that the 
graduates wanted the new type of serv- ’ 
ice. (RNS)

Nevada Baptists Plan State 
Convention Status By 1980

TONOPAH, Nevada—The Nevada Bap
tist Fellowship meeting here voted to set a 
target date of 1980 as a goal for constitut
ing into a state convention affiliated with 
the Southern Baptist Convention.

The fellowship also voted to invite the 
SBC to hold its 1980 session in Las Vegas, 
but the SBC has not yet considered the 
invitation.

Elected president of the fellowship was 
Don Lee Wright, pastor of North Las Ve
gas Baptist Church, Las Vegas.

The fellowship is made up of churches in 
the Nevada Baptist Association (the north
ern section of Nevada), and the Lake Mead 
Baptist Association (the Las Vegas area).

Currently, the Nevada Baptist Association 
is affiliated with the Southern Baptist Gen
eral Convention of California, and the Lake 
Mead Baptist Association is a part of the 
Arizona Baptist Convention.

At the present, the fellowship includes 37 
churches and approximately 8000 members. 
Nevada Baptists hope they will have reached 
by 1980 the minimum requirements of 50 
churches with 12,500 members or 70 
churches with 10,000 members in order to 
qualify as a state convention in the SBC.

Principal speakers for the meeting were 
Ralph Longshore, of the Southern Baptist 
General Convention of California; Don 
Stringer, of the Arizona Convention and 
Quentin Lockwood of the Home Mission 
Board.

The fellowship’s annual meeting had been 
postponed nearly two weeks because of a 
massive snowstorm which struck much of 
the state at the time the meeting was orig- 
mally planned. (BP)

MIZELL MAKES PITCH IN CONGRESS 
FOR VACATION BIBLE SCHOOLS

WASHINGTON, D.C.—Vacation Bible 
Schools received a major “plug” here on the 
floor of Congress.

Rep. Wilmer (Vinegar Bend) Mizell (R.- 
N.C.), one-time major league pitcher who is 
a lay preacher and a member of the Chris
tian and Missionary Alliance, called Vaca
tion Bible School a “worthwhile experience” 
in remarks to his colleagues on June 8.

“Throughout our country,” he said, 
“school children are completing their public 
education for another year and preparing 
for a full summer of activities. Among these 
activities will be Vacation Bible School, 
which is conducted by the churches of 
America.

“I am certain,” Rep. Mizell continued, 
“most of the Members of Congress will re
call when they attended Vacation Bible 
School as children and how worthwhile this 
experience was in preparing them for life.” 
(RNS)

Pastor Named Editorial 
Consultant For Department

NASHVILLE—A Southern Baptist pas
tor from Knoxville, Tenn., has been named 
editorial services staff consultant for the 
Southern Baptist Sunday School Board’s 
church training department here.

Nolan P. Howington, pastor of South 
Knoxville Baptist church, will serve as an 
advisor and consultant on publication con
tent dealing with assigned curriculum areas 
within the board’s church training depart
ment.

He also will work with other department 
personnel in planning curriculum and peri
odical contents of the Sunday School Board.

Howington was a professor at Carson- 
Newman college, Jefferson City, Tenn., from 
1950-51 and later became professor of ethics 
at Southern Baptist Theological seminary, 
Louisville, from 1957-67.

A native of Winder, Ga., Howington was 
reared in Shelby, N.C. He earned the bach
elor and master of arts degrees from Wake 
Forest (N.C.) college and the master and 
doctor of theology degrees from Southern 
seminary, Louisville. (BP)

CHURCH PUBLICATIONS SHOW 
DECLINE IN CIRCULATION

CHICAGO—The over-all circulation of 
Protestant and Orthodox publications hold
ing membership in the Associated Church 
Press has decreased for the second straight 
year after hitting an all-time high of 23,008,- 
185 in 1968, it was announced here. How
ever, the rate of loss was cut sharply in the 
past year.

Biggest declines were registered in de
nominational publications, while non-de- 
nominational magazines and newspapers 
remained static. Gains were recorded by 
regional, state and diocesan journals.

The 1970 figures show a drop of 463,466 
from 1969, with total circulation for the 197 
member-publications of the ACP standing at 
21,143,159. In 1969, the loss reported was 
far higher—down 1,400,000 from 1968. 
(RNS)

“Big day at Bible School! David slew Go
liath, water was turned into wine at Cana, 
and Lazarus got raised from the dead.”
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Baptists of Booming Bangkok 
Seek a Strategy for Witness

By Ione Gray

BANGKOK, Thailand—In this booming, 
bustling city of three million, halfway 
around the world from New York City, 
Southern Baptist missionaries and Thai Bap
tists are attempting to find ways to present 
the gospel more effectively to an urbanized 
society with unique differences and diffi
culties.

Working with the missionaries and Thai 
Baptists is a specialist in urban missions, 
Francis M. DuBose, associate professor of 
urban and world missions for Golden Gate 
Baptist Theological seminary, Mill Valley, 
Calif.

DuBose was invited by the Southern Bap
tist Foreign Mission Board to do an urban 
survey of Bangkok, Kuala Lumpur, Singa
pore and Manila.

His study is part of the board’s overall 
strategy of utilizing experts and modern 
techniques in its overseas program.

Although most of the wealth of Thailand 
is in the hands of a few, there appears to be 
a slowly growing middle class, at least in 
Bangkok.

Booming Tourist Center
A booming tourist center served by 25 

major airlines and 8763 first-class hotel 
rooms, Thailand draws many tourists both 
from the United States and Japan.

Most numerous among the visitors, how
ever, are U. S. military men on leave from 
South Vietnam. They spent $22.5 million in 
Thailand during 1969. Along with their 
money they bring corruption, say the moral
conscious Buddhists of Bangkok.

One hears and reads of Communist infil
tration in the north next to Laos and in the 
south next to Malaysia. An Australian mis
sionary, Reg Vines, of the Plymouth Breth
ren, was injured by bullets from Commu
nist terrorists in Phatthalung Province in 
mid-February.

Walking along the boulevards of hustling 
Bangkok, it is hard to believe that Thailand 
has any problems at all beyond those 
prompted by rampant prosperity. That is, 
before you see the crowded conditions of 
side streets and the sewer-infested slums.

Crowded streets and modern buildings 
now cover an area where 10 years ago there 
was nothing but mango orchards and betel 
nut trees and rice fields and buffaloes. In
dustrial plants, some employing as many as 
2000 persons, extend into the surrounding 
provinces. Numerous products which were 
imported 15 years ago are now produced 
in surplus, mostly because of new industrial 
developments in Bangkok.

Spirit Houses Sold
Many of the khaki-colored, clogged 

klongs which crisscrossed the city a few 
years ago have given way to wide streets 

and new cars and motorcycles as people 
pour in from 70 provinces. Some klongs 
still exist for the benefit of tourists, travel, 
and the floating market venders, but Bang
kok can hardly be described any longer as 
the Venice of the East.

One of the old businesses still thriving is 
the manufacture and sale of spirit houses. 
They are miniature stone buildings on ped
estals, each a foot or two long and styled 
exactly like most of the temples: white col
umns all around, several steeply gabled 
roofs, one atop another, tiled in green and 
red and gold.

A common belief is that every plot of 
ground has a spirit. When one builds a 
house, he mustn’t drive the spirit away, or 
he’ll meet misfortune, many Thais believe. 
Hotels, even the most modem, have large 
spirit houses.

In addition, a common Thai belief is that 
one must make merit. How much merit a 
person manages to accumulate determines 
how he fares in this life and in whatever 
existence might come after that. One makes 
merit by doing something that is good.

Mlany Become Monks
Merit at its highest is made by showing 

devotion to the Three Jewels, or Gems— 
to the Lord Buddha; to his teaching, the 
Dharma; and to the Sangha, the Brother
hood of Monks. This is done in uncounted 
ways in Thailand. Loyal Buddhists go to 
the 23,000 wats, or monasteries—tourists 
call them temples—carrying flowers, in
cense, and candles and putting gold leaf on 
a hundred thousand images of the Lord 
Buddha.

Only a small, devoted corps of Buddhists 
now attend the wats on holy days, but per
haps 90 per cent of the Thai people would 
quickly avow allegiance to Buddhism if 
asked. Buddhism is a state religion in Thai
land, and the king is its head.

Tens of thousands of young men enter 
the Brotherhood of Monks. One sees their 
saffron robes everywhere, especially in early 
morning. A man can leave the Sangha, but 
the enormous merit he has made by having 
been a monk will stay with him. Some 
thinking young people say they are not 
Buddhists, but most of them do not yet see 
anything in Christianity.

Secularization and urbanization compound 
the problems of Christian witness in this 
country where every area of life is affected 
by some component of a deep-rooted athe
istic religion supported by the government. 
Missionaries and Thai Christians see a few 
tokens of hope. (Only one-half of one per 
cent of the people profess Christianity.)

Southern Baptist missionaries, along with 
DuBose and the SBC Foreign Mission

Clayton Named To Head 
Arkansas Music Department

LITTLE ROCK—Ural Chester Clayton, 
minister of music at Immanuel Baptist 
church in Little Rock, has been named sec
retary of the church music department of 
the Arkansas Baptist State Convention, effec
tive Aug. 1.

Clayton has been on the staff of Im
manuel church since 1966. Previously, he 
had served as minister of music at Baring 
Cross church, North Little Rock, and at 
First church, Bartlesville, Okla.

A native of Fort Worth, Tex., where he 
was born 39 years ago, Clayton received 
his education at Texas Wesleyan college, 
from which he received the bachelor of 
music degree, and at Southwestern Bap
tist Theological seminary, where he re
ceived the master of church music degree.

Active in denominational church music 
circles, Clayton taught for several years at 
the annual church music conference at 
Glorieta, N.M., and is presently writing for 
publications of the church music department 
of the Sunday School Board of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, Nashville. (BP)

JEWISH BUSINESSMAN GIVES 
SBC SEMINARY BIBLICAL COINS

LOUISVILLE—A Jewish businessman 
from New York City has given the South
ern Baptist Theological seminary an ancient 
biblical coin collection valued in excess of 
$10,000.

The collection contains select specimens 
of coins issued by Herod, Archelaus and 
Antipas as well as numerous other Jewish 
rulers.

The coins in the collection date from the 
second century B.C. to the second century 
A.D.

Harry Denberg, the donor, has previously 
given archaeological remains to the Semi
nary Museum. Within the past eight years, 
he has given lamps, papyri, coins and other 
donations.

The collection will be housed in the Eisen
berg Museum on the seminary campus. The 
museum was the gift of another Jewish col
lector, Jerome Eisenberg of New York City. 
(BP)

Board, are seeking a strategy for evangelism 
and Christian nurture in Bangkok, where 
the perplexities of urbanization are added 
rapid'y to a society embedded in Hinayana 
Buddhist culture. (BP)

Editor's Note: Ione Gray, international 
writer and editor for the SBC Foreign Mis
sion Board, is in the Orient on assignment 
from the board. In addition, she is study
ing other phases of Southern Baptist mission 
work in Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore and 
the Philippines.
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Tennessee Hews Briefs]
Edwin E. Deusner, pastor, First' church, 

Lexington, is improving in the William F. 
Bowld hospital, Memphis, following open 
heart surgery.

A number of leaders in the health field 
were in Memphis last week to take part in 
the fifth institute for Former Administrative 
Residents of Baptist Memorial Hospital. The 
post graduate seminar for hospital adminis
trators who have taken their training at 
Baptist Memorial is considered one of the 
outstanding institutes of its type in the coun
try. . 

Memorial church, Cumberland Plateau as
sociation, held groundbreaking ceremonies 
recently for their new building. Lacy 
Mathews donated the property to the church, 
located on the Sparta highway. Charles An
derson is pastor.

Haskew Smart observed his fifth anniver
sary as pastor of Union church, Knoxville, 
recently. The church honored Smart with a 
surprise recognition service.

Clarence A. Carder, academic dean at 
Lincoln Memorial university, Harrogate, 
has been called as minister of music at First 
Baptist church, Pineville, Ky. He formerly 
served in a similar capacity at Lyons Creek 
church, Strawberry Plains.

Jerry Songer, pastor, Westwood church, 
Cleveland for three years, has resigned 
to become pastor of Central Baptist church, 
Waycross, Ga. Since coming to Westwood, 
the church has increased its Sunday School 
enrolment by 53 per cent and average Sun
day School attendance has gained 61 per 
cent. Budget receipts have increased 74 per 
cent. Total additions during the past three 
years have amounted to 375 persons.

First church, Cleveland, has called Rod
ney Van Dyke as minister of education and 
youth. Van Dyke is a graduate student at 
Southern Baptist Theological seminary, 
Louisville, Ky.

TORNADO HITS BAPTIST HOME 
FOR AGED, NO INJURIES

OKLAHOMA CITY—A tornado struck 
the Golden Age Home complex in north
western Oklahoma City, ripping off a por
tion of the roof of Lackey Manor Nursing 
Home owned and operated by the Baptist 
General Convention of Oklahoma.

No one was injured.
Wind and water damage, however, was 

extensive. Estimates by inspectors ranged 
up to $50,000.

About 85 residents of the home and 20 
employees returned temporarily to their 
Oklahoma City area homes, pending repair 
to the facilities. (BP)

Mike Roberts has been called by Central 
church, Johnson City, as youth and recre
ational activities director for the summer 
months. A junior at East Tennessee State 
university, Johnson City, he is president 
of the school’s Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes. Mrs. Roberts is the former Libby 
Carlson, of Atlanta, Ga.

J. C. Parrish has been called as pastor 
of Bethel church, Clinton association. Par
rish comes to Bethel from Dixie Lee church, 
Lenoir City, where he served as pastor.

HOME BOARD APPROVES
THREE NEW MISSIONARIES

ATLANTA—The Southern Baptist Home 
Mission Board here recently approved the 
appointment of three missionaries, including 
a couple to work with the Indians of Alaska.

Appointed to Alaska were Mr. and Mrs. 
James Back, both who have previously 
worked with the Indians of Arizona.

Also appointed by the board was Mrs. 
Judith E. Freeman of Louisville to do social 
ministries in Louisville’s West End. (BP)

The interior of the new 1800 capacity sanctuary of First Church, Nashville, 
which was dedicated recently. Built during the church’s sesquicentennial, 
the new facilities cost approximately $2,000,000. H. Franklin Paschall is pastor.

About Our Cover
Vacation Bible Schools provide opportuni

ties for total teaching—stewardship, Bible 
study, Christian service and Christian ex
ample. The 28,176 schools held in 1969 in 
Southern Baptist churches had a total enrol
ment of 3,648,255. Professions of faith 
numbered 44,612 and offerings amounted 
to $643,190. These Bible Schools were held 
in churches, private homes or outdoors.

ALUMNI PLACEMENT PROGRAM 
OFFERS EXPANDING SERVICES

LOUISVILLE, Ky.—A new concept in 
alumni placement to provide a more com
prehensive service to pulpit committees and 
church workers is in effect at Southern Bap
tist Theological seminary this year.

At the heart of the expanded program is 
the dovetailing of placement with field edu
cation. Both are now directed by G. Willis 
Bennett, who is also professor of church 
and community.

By combining the two offices, Bennett and 
his staff have begun vocational counseling 
with a student when he first enters the semi
nary, are able to stay with him through 
his professional training, and will be able 
to help him find an appropriate place of 
service after he graduates.
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Editorials on Denver Convention
(Continued from page 5) 

the commission) can result in surgical ef
forts being carried out.”

A Hotbed Was Left
The Baptist New Mexican charged that 

the issue was not resolved, and was left 
“a hotbed of contention, dissatisfaction and 
strife. Disgruntled messengers went back 
home to disgruntled churches, both un
changed and unsatisfied.”

An editorial in the Alabama Baptist 
pointed out that dissent at the SBC indi
cates that the people on the local level are 
determined to have a voice in denomina
tional affairs. The editorial added, however, 
that the “persistent charges and counter 
charges showed that some people have not 
learned the fundamental principles of de
bate.”

The District of Columbia Capital Bap
tist called for “a better way of dealing with 
resolutions and items of business” at the 
convention, saying “it is a waste of time to 
hear one crazy proposal after another 
brought before the entire convention in the 
name of democracy.”

The Rocky Mountain Baptist in Colorado 
added that “democracy in action can be a 
bad thing—when you see how crowds of 
people can be manipulated by persuasive 
oratory or argument—yet we would not 
trade it for any other form of government.” 
The Ohio Baptist Messenger observed that 
often arguments and voting had more emo
tional overtones than logic.

The Texas Baptist Standard, largest 
of the papers, pointed out the conven
tion, with 13,500 messengers in Den
ver, is not really “a deliberative body, 
nor can we be because of size.”
The Kentucky paper wrote that there 

was more freedom in debate at Denver 
than at previous conventions, but the mes
sengers should be “mature enough and 
Christian enough to exercise self-restraint.”

Adding that the messengers in the future 
will not tolerate some of the behavior seen 
at Denver, the Kentucky paper outlined 
two choices: “Either we can employ self
control or we can make imposed control a 
necessity.”

At least four of the editorials praised the 
self-control of the messengers, when about 
15 black students from a Denver college 
insisted on speaking to the convention. The 
messengers voted to give them 10 minutes, 
and later turned down a proposal which 
would prohibit such appearances in> the 
future. > c

Several editorials agreed with the action 
of the SBC in refusing to adopt a motion 
to require all SBC employees to sign a doc
trinal statement, or to add to the current 
statement of Baptist Faith and Message.

Creedal Straight Jackets
“The Southern Baptist Convention doesn’t 

need after all these years to start manufac
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turing creedal straight jackets now for the 
employees of its agencies to wear,” quipped 
the Florida Baptist Witness.

At least nine of the state papers com
mended editorially the presiding of Cris
well, the Dallas pastor and outgoing presi
dent. Likewise, as many papers praised the 
election of Carl Bates, pastor of First Bap
tist Church, Charlotte, N.C., as the new 
president. Many said it was the best action 
of the convention.

Eight papers commented on the inspira
tion of the convention, especially the film 
presentations, but the Maryland paper 
pointed out that the 125th anniversary 
celebration of the convention was over
shadowed completely by controversy. Most 
of the papers also liked Denver as a meeting 
site, but disliked the 200 yard long audi
torium.

The Maryland and D. C. papers said that 
the Affirming the Bible Conference held 
before the SBC contributed to the unruly 
behavior of some messengers, while the 
Tennessee paper countered that the confer
ence “provided opportunity for some re
laxation of tensions prior to the actual 
sessions of the convention.”

There was also disagreement among the 
editors on whether the convention actions 
would cause an exodus of youth unhappy 
with the stands taken, or conservatives who 
felt the SBC didn’t go far enough.

LETTER to the EDITOR
Dear Mr. Lester:

The following is an “open letter to the editor” 
which I would hope could be used in the Baptist 
And Reflector, if you find it suitable.

I have read in the local papers of the action 
of the executive committee of the Nashville Bap
tist Association in asking Nashville Baptist Church
es to request the Tennessee Baptist Convention to 
impound funds due Carson-Newman as its part 
of Cooperative Program receipts. It is amazing 
how far such a group is willing to depart from 
the original Baptist concept of individual freedom 
and responsibility by assuming authority to offi
cially speak for all. The arrogance of the nation 
is exceeded -only by its lack of foresight.

The presumption of this body is indicated in 
several ways:

1. The Association was conceived solely to 
aid the work of the local churches. Its pri
mary stated purpose is “to bring men to 
God through faith in Jesus Christ.” It has 
absolutely no delegated authority to repre
sent Baptists in matters such as this.
By making the statement through, the medi- 

,7 um of the public press, the whole Baptist 
cause has been subjected to public ridicule.

' i?At a time of crisis in many areas, when 
young people are questioning values and 
seeking truth, we appear particularly ridicu
lous in making official pronouncements on 
matters our Lord did‘not choose to specifi
cally discuss.

3. While the Tennessee Convention can vote 
any budget it pleases for subsequent years, 
the 1970 budget has already been voted and

Observed the Ohio paper, “Southern 
Baptists are still together—except for the 
extremist, both left and right, who are 
never satisfied until everyone moves to 
their position.”

Several papers commended the resolu
tions adopted by the SBC, one calling them 
“relevant” and the Pacific Coast Baptist 
observing concern for “environment, ex
tremism, peace, war, race, government, 
church-state relations, lav/ and order, edu
cation, space travel, and other special is
sues.”

In final evaluation, the editorials, like 
the messengers, were not in agreement. The 
Georgia paper called it a “troubled” con
vention and the Indiana paper described it 
as a “bitter, hostile meeting.”

In contrast, the Mississippi Baptist Rec
ord thought it was a “good convention,” 
using the words “declaration, determination, 
demonstration, direction, and dedication” 
to describe the actions.

Concluded the California Southern Bap
tist: “When all is considered, it would seem 
that our convention is undergoing a grad
ual broadening of viewpoint, but that very 
process of gradual change is painful . . . 
Southern Baptists are not going to become 
anything other than a conservative denom
ination,” the California paper said. It added, 
however, “Southern Baptists are not going 
to turn their backs on progress now.” (BF"

and funds have been solicited on the basis 
of allocations described therein. The pro
posal, therefore, to divert even a penny of 
the receipts could legally be a breach of 
trust (which in layman’s language means 
stealing.) The money that I, as an individual, 
have contributed to the Cooperative Pro
gram on the assurance that a portion will 
go to Carson-Newman cannot legally or 
morally be used for any other purpose. The 
shocking consideration is that men who 
profess to represent the Lord Jesus Christ 
will make such a proposal.

The threat of cutting off funds is an old game, 
but it works in many ways. Admittedly Carson- 
Newman could be hurt in future years by a cut 
in the Cooperative Program allocation. It is just 
as apparent, however, that any individual (and I 
am persuaded there are many thousands who feel 
as I do) can control his gift both to the Nashville 
Association and the Cooperative, Program. The 
ultimate result, therefore, of this 'proposal could 
well be a curtailment of financial support to the 
association and a deadly blow to the Cooperative 
Program. I am persuaded that a great deal of 
damage has already been done.

Let us hope that these gentlemen in their busy 
schedule of meetings will not entirely forget their 
one and only legitimate and intended purpose “to 
bring men to God through faith in Jesus Christ.”

Sincerely yours, 
Melvin T. Harris 
6513 Jocelyn Hollow Road 
Nashville, Tenn., 37205
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NEW BOOKS
The Second Coming by John Dynes 

Weaver, Exposition, 95 pp., $4.00.

Ministers’ Research Service by William F. 
Kerr, general editor, Tyndale, 854 pp.

Do You Understand What You R.ead? 
by H. M. Kuitert, Eerdmans, 111 pp., 
paper, $1.95.

High on the Campus by Gordon R. Mc
Lean and Haskell Bowen, Tyndale, 132 pp., 
paper.

Baptists See Black by Wayne Dehoney, 
Word, 117 pp., $3.50.

Spirit in Conflict by William Walter War
math, Word, 112 pp., $2.95.

Teaching Conversational Prayer by Rosa
lind Rinker, Word, 140 pp., $3.95.

Sinners Anonymous by H. S. Vigeveno, 
Word, 170 pp., $4.95.

As Far As I Can Step by Virginia Law, 
Word, 157 pp., $3.95.

A BAPTISTDbook store
Coast to Coast

734 Cherry Street 
Chattanooga, Tennessee 37402

706 South Gay Street 
Knoxville, Tennessee 37902

24 North Second Street 
Memphis, Tennessee 38103

1010 Broadway 
Nashville, Tennessee 37203

Equitable Church Builders, Inc.
Specialists In Planning and 

Construction of Church Buildings

For additional information or to ar
range for a meeting without obligation 
write or call collect today.

P.O. BOX 8956
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37211 

A. C. 615 244-1663

Break-Through by Tom Rees, Word, 196 
pp.

Creative Social Ministry for the Church 
by Alpha Walters M. Melton, Broadman, 
122 pp.

Teaching Guide for U nderstanding Pre
schoolers compiled by Robert A. Harty, 
Convention, 24 pp., paper.

Successful Enlistment by Edward A. 
Buchanan, Convention, 32 pp., paper, for 
Associate Directors Enlistment Leaders in 
Adult Church Training.

Creative Group Work by Edward A. 
Buchanan, Convention, 32 pp., paper, for 
Training Group Leader in Adult Church 
Training.

Efficient Administration by Edward A. 
Buchanjan, Convention, 32 pp., paper, for 
Department Director in Adult Church 
Training.

Meaningful Training by Edward A. 
Buchanan, Convention, 32 pp., paper, for 
Study Leader in Adult Training Group.

Church Music Administration by W. 
Hines Sims and Charles H. Downey, Con
vention, 119 pp., paper.

Church Music for Adults by Festus G. 
Robertson, Jr., Convention, 101 pp., paper.

Church Music for Youth by R. B. Easter
ling, Jr., Convention, 122 pp., paper.

Church Music for Children by Richard 
Ham, Convention, 113 pp., paper.

CROZER SEMINARY WILL MERGE 
WITH COLGATE ROCHESTER SCHOOL

CINCINNATI—Crozer Theological sem
inary at Chester, Pa., will sell its cam
pus and merge with Colgate Rochester in 
Rochester, N.Y., beginning in September.

The announcement was made here at the 
banquet of the Colgate Rochester Theologi
cal school alumni.

Dr. Ronald Wells, president of Crozer, 
said his board initiated the move last year 
and both executive committees of the two 
schools approved the move. Final board 
approval is expected soon.

Seven Crozer faculty members will move 
with the school, and about 70 students. A 
price of $3 million is expected from sale of 
school facilities and will be added to the 
mutual endowment fund. (RNS)

Disciples Agencies Give 14.7% 
Of Budgets For Urban Work

INDIANAPOLIS—Colleges, regional and 
national agencies of the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) are spending $8,863,- 
965, or 14.74 per cent of their current 
budgets, for programs related to Reconcili
ation, the denomination’s urban emergency 
project.

A report by the Disciples’ Commission 
on Brotherhood Finance also said that an 
estimated $9,237,011, or 15 per cent of the 
total budget, will be allocated by the groups 
for similar programs during 1970-71.

With 23 of the 39 regional units report
ing, the Ohio Society of Christian Churches 
spent $71,352 for the highest state total. 
Of the nine general (national) units report
ing, a high of $3,788,492 was listed by 
the National Benevolent Association. Texas 
Christian University of Fort Worth, with a 
high of $810,600, was among 14 church- 
related colleges and seminaries reporting 
expenditures.

Funds are being used to finance a varie
ty of urban projects including those sup
porting minority ministries, participation in 
government-sponsored programs, inner city 
projects and neighborhood work. Funds 
are also being used to upgrade salaries of 
black ministers and to provide scholarships. 
(RNS)

Everett Hullum Elected
To Home Board Staff

ATLANTA—The Southern Baptist Home 
Mission Board has approved the appoint
ment of Everett Hullum to its department of 
editorial service.

Effective August 1, Hullum will become 
assistant secretary of the department. His 
responsibilities will include directing the 
Board’s news service and assisting editor 
Walker L. Knight in the production of 
Home Missions magazine.

Speaking of the new staff member, Knight 
said: “Hullum brings a professional journal
ist’s skills and committed Christian’s in
sight into missions which uniquely equip 
him for a leadership role in communications 
with the Home Mission Board.”

He replaces Dallas Lee who resigned a 
few months ago to complete a book on the 
late Clarence Jordan, founder of Koinonia 
Farms, an inter-racial community in south 
Georgia.

He joined the Brotherhood Commission’s 
editorial staff in 1965. He has also been 
a reporter for the Waco News-Tribune and 
the Austin, Tex. American-Statesman. (BP)

CHURCH FURNITURE

The McGwier Company 
Box 607
Grove Hill, Alabama 36451
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Baptist World Congress 
Set for Tokyo July 12-18

An estimated 75 Tennessee pastors, de
nominational leaders, and some of their 
wives, will be leaving in the next few days 
for the 12th Baptist World Congress, to be 
held in Tokyo, Japan July 12-18. Some 
will make extensive visits to Baptist mission 
fields in Europe and Asia.

Program personalities featured during the 
congress include: Miss Angie Brooks, of 
Liberia, president of the United Nations; 
Mrs. Coretta Scott King, widow of Martin 
Luther King, Jr.; and Evangelist Billy Gra
ham. Program personalities will involve 220 
persons and groups from 65 countries.

The theme to be followed throughout 
the session of this year’s congress is “Recon
ciliation through Christ,” taken from II 
Corinthians 5:19.

William R. Tolbert, president of the Bap
tist World Alliance and vice president of

Missionary Couples 
Are Named By HMB

ATLANTA—The Southern Baptist Home 
Mission Board has approved the appoint
ment of two missionary couples to full time 
missionary service.

The new missionaries are Gary and Zelma 
Halbrook, Ft. Worth, Texas, and Minor and 
Mary Davidson, Grandfield, Okla.

Halbrook’s work will take him to Ma
comb, Ill., where he will be pastor of Uni
versity Baptist Church. The Dallas, Tex., 
native is a graduate of East Texas State 
University, Commerce, and received his 
Th.M. from Southwestern Baptist Theolog
ical Seminary, Ft. Worth, in 1966.

A 1949 graduate of Oklahoma Baptist 
University, with a Th.D. from Southwestern 
Seminary, Davidson leaves his present resi
dence in Ft. Worth and will be working with 
the internationals in Washington, D. C. A 
former Missionary to Malaya, Davidson is a 
native of Grandfield, Okla. (BP)

JESUIT JOURNAL SAYS U.S. CATHOLICS 
SEE 'NO GAIN' IN LODGE APPOINTMENT

NEW YORK—America, the Jesuit-edited 
weekly journal, claims American Roman 
Catholics “on the whole see no gain ... to 
be had from instituting formal diplomatic 
relations with the Holy See.”

The magazine’s observation was made in 
the wake of the appointment by President 
Nixon of Henry Cabot Lodge as his personal 
emissary to the Vatican.

“In our opinion,” America observed, “the 
real importance for the Holy See relates to 
the arrangement under which Mr. Lodge 
will carry out his new assignment. It points 
a way out of excessive preoccupation in 
Rome or elsewhere with diplomatic niceties 
that seem less and less appropriate in the 
Church’s effort to serve the modem world.” 
(RNS)

the Republic of Liberia, will preside over 
the sessions of the first Baptist World Con
gress to be held in Asia.

Miss Brooks, an active Baptist, will speak 
on “Peace with Justice,” and Theodore F. 
Adams, a past president of the alliance and 
retired pastor from Richmond, Va., will 
bring the keynote address on “Reconcilia
tion through Christ.”

John W. Williams, of Kansas City, Mo., 
a vice president of the alliance, will preach 
the congress sermon, and John Soren, of 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, another past presi
dent, will deliver the coronation address.

The congress will open on Sunday eve
ning, July 12, and continue through Sat
urday evening, July 18. Morning and eve
ning sessions will meet in the Budokan, 
Tokyo's largest sports arena, and special 
interest sectional meetings will be held each 
afternoon.

Kk>» Up £

The Problem Solvers.
Seeking to make every shopping 
experience a pleasant one for our 
customers, Baptist Book Stores 
have provided a reading area in 
stores where space is available 
for small boys and girls to enjoy. 
Children delight in the big pic
ture books, clever puzzles, fasci
nating toys and games while one 
of the friendly, courteous sales 
personnel helps mommy and

A BAPTIST BOOK STORE
Service with a Christian Distinction

Coast to Coast
We make friends by helping.

'Children's New Testament' 
Made From Eskimo Version

WASHINGTON, D.C.—A new version 
of the New Testament, translated original
ly for Eskimos in Northern Canada and 
limited to a vocabulary of 850 words, was 
introduced here as a Scripture volume for 
children, 6 to 12.

“The Children’s New Testament,” a 628- 
page book published by Word Books of 
Waco, Texas, is said to be the first transla
tion developed in the vocabulary of a child.

It was translated by Gleason Ledyard, a 
former missionary to the Eskimos in the 
Canadian central Arctic for 15 years, who 
said he became aware of the need there for 
a simple, English-language translation of the 
Scriptures. (RNS)

WRITERS
N. Y. publisher wants books on all subjects, 
fiction, nonfiction. No fee for professional 
opinion. FREE: Brochures that show how your 
book can be published, promoted, sold; tips 
on writins, contracts. Write Dept. 12
EXPOS/HON PRESS INC.
50 Jericho Turnpike, Jericho, N.Y. 11753

daddy select the proper book to 
fill their needs. An area for small 
children won’t mean a lot to you 
as a Baptist Book Store customer 
until you bring along a child or 
a grandchild or—perhaps—a 
whole carload of children. But 
then you’ll think our sideshow 
for the preschool set was all 
worthwhile.
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Interim Memphis BSU 
Director Appointed

William H. “Bill’.’ 
Branyan, Jr., has been 
appointed interim direc
tor of the Baptist Student 
Unions of Memphis, 
Tennessee. Dr. W. Fred 
Kendall, Executive Sec
retary of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention, 
Brentwood, announced 
that Branyan will serve 
during the summer,

Branyan 1970, as director of the
Baptist Student Unions 

at Memphis State University and at the 
University of Tennessee, Medical Units.

Branyan was chaplain in the United 
States Army from 1942 until 1969. He held 
the rank of Colonel at the time of his re
tirement. An ordained minister, he served 
as pastor of the First Baptist Church at 
Falmouth, Kentucky, before entering the 
chaplaincy. He holds degrees from Missis
sippi College. Clinton, Mississippi; and 
the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Kentucky. Since retiring from 
the chaplaincy, he has completed two quar
ters of clinical pastoral education.

The Baptist Student Unions in Memphis 
are a cooperative project of the Shelby 
County Baptist Association and the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention.

DUAL RESPONSIBILITIES
With the change-over in Woman’s Mis

sionary Union organizational structure, Miss 
Beulah Peoples, as director of Baptist Wom
en and Baptist Young Women, will work 
with both adults and young adults. Miss 
Peoples was named to this position by the 
Tennessee Woman’s Missionary Union Ex
ecutive Board at the May meeting.

HAWAII BAPTISTS TO GREET BWA 
TRAVELERS WITH SPECIAL ALOHA

HONOLULU—Hawaii Baptists plan to 
greet travelers to the 12th Baptist World 
Congress in Tokyo, July 12-18, with a 
special “aloha” at a booth set up at Hono
lulu’s International Airport during the month 
of July.

The booth will provide information on 
Baptist work in Hawaii, offer sight-seeing 
assistance, and welcome Baptists from 
around the world to Hawaii.

A special tour will also be made available 
to travelling Baptists, including stops at four 
major Baptist churches, the Hawaii Baptist 
Academy, the Kodak hula show, the Univer
sity of Hawaii, the lolani Palace, the Punch
bowl, the statue of King Kamehameh, and 
the Ala Moana shopping center.

Edmond Walker, executive secretary of 
the Hawaii Baptist Convention, said that 
persons travelling through Hawaii en route 
to the Baptist World Alliance meeting should 
write in advance to his office if they are in
terested in taking the tour. (Address: 1225 
Nehoa St., Honolulu, Hawaii, 96822). (BP)

SBC President Asks Nixon
To Urge Spiritual Awakening

CHARLOTTE, N.C.—The newly-elected 
president of the Southern Baptist Conven
tion has written to President Richard M. 
Nixon urging him to proclaim July 18-19 as 
“special days of prayer for spiritual awaken
ing in our nation.”

Carl E. Bates, president of the SBC and 
pastor of the First Baptist church of Char
lotte, wrote the letter in compliance with a 
resolution adopted by the SBC meeting in 
Denver on June 4.

Bates also issued a statement requesting 
Southern Baptist churches in all 50 states 
to observe a 24-hour period of prayer begin
ning at midnight, July 18, and closing at 
midnight, July 19.

His statement encouraged the churches 
“to remain open for prayer in the interest 
of a spiritual awakening in our nation.”

On the same dates, the Baptist World 
Alliance will be holding its 12th World 
Congress in Tokyo, and a Southern Baptist 
evangelist, Arthur Blessitt, will be holding 
a mass rally in Washington, D.C., .as the 
climax to his march from Los Angeles to 
Washington, pulling a 10-foot cross as he 
walks. (BP)

1100 Baptists At
Illinois Capitol For Hearing

SPRINGFIELD, Ill.—More than 1100 
Baptists participated in a “Baptist Pilgrim
age” to the state capitol, attending a Senate 
Education Committee hearing after which 
the committee voted "JO-4 against recom
mending a bill for Senate action which 
would have allocated $29 million to non
public schools in Illinois next year.

The Baptist turnout for the hearing was 
so large that the meeting was moved from 
a smaller room to the Senate chamber, 
which was packed with standing room only.

The majority of the crowd were South
ern Baptists. A total of 335 ministers and 
more than 800 laymen were registered. They 
gathered first on the steps of the capitol, 
moved upstairs for a briefing, and finally 
crowded into the Senate Chamber. BP) ।

U.S. CATHOLIC CHURCH REPORTS FIRST 
LOSS IN MEMBERSHIP IN 20th CENTURY

NEW YORK—For the first time in this 
century, the Roman Catholic population of 
the United States has decreased—by some 
1149 in a year—as of January 1.

There are now 47,872,089 Catholics in 
the U.S., they make up 23.5 per cent of the 
population. Of the total Catholics, 5,179,787 
are full-time students attending Catholic 
schools.

Other decreases were recorded in the 
number of converts; priests, religious and 
seminarians; Catholic college, elementary 
and high school students; teaching staffs; 
schools and seminaries; and in public school 
children receiving religious instruction.

Increases were noted in the number of 
Catholic bishops, overall resident parishes, 
and marriages. (RNS)

New Orleans Alumni
Name McLeod President

Peter McLeod, pastor of the First Baptist 
Church, Waco, Texas, has been elected pres
ident of the New Orleans Baptist Theologi
cal Seminary Alumni Association for 1970- 
71.

Other officers for the coming year, elected 
at the annual alumni luncheon held in Den
ver during the Southern Baptist Convention, 
are: vice-president, Joe Courson, pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Fort Myers, Fla.; sec
retary, W. Norris Wilkerson, pastor of Fel
lowship Baptist Church, Smyrna, Ga.; and 
treasurer, Jim Glaze, statistical secretary of 
the Alabama Baptist Convention, Montgom
ery, Ala.

Broadman Juvenile Books 
Editor Is Selected

NASHVILLE—R. Lane Easterly, former
ly editor of children’s curriculum materials 
for the Southern Baptist Sunday School 
Board’s church training department, has 
been named editor of juvenile books for 
Broadman Press.

A native of Tennessee, Easterly joined 
the board in August, 1968, after serving as 
minister of education at Harrodsburg, Ky. 
Baptist church for four years. Earlier, he 
was minister of education for Fern Creek, 
Ky. Baptist church.

He holds the bachelor of science degree 
in engineering from the University of Ten
nessee, Knoxville, and the master of reli
gious education degree from Southern Bap
tist Theological seminary, Louisville.

Broadman Press is the general books pub
lishing arm of the Southern Baptist Con
vention. (BP)

Ben C. Fisher is the newly elected execu
tive secretary of the Education Commission 
of the Southern Baptist Convention.
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Pennsylvania, Jersey Baptist 
Elect State Executive Secretary

PITTSBURGH, Pa.—Anticipating the 
formation of a state convention in October, 
Pennsylvania and Southern New Jersey 
Southern Baptists have elected an executive 
secretary to work full-time in paving the 
way to state convention status in January, 
1971.

The new executive secretary is Joseph 
Waltz, superintendent of missions for the 
Greater Pittsburgh Baptist Association.

Waltz, an appointee of the Southern Bap
tist Home Mission Board, will assume the 
new post Aug. 1, to make preparations for 
organization of the convention in October.

A native of Indiana, Waltz came to Penn
sylvania in 1959 as pastor of the Pittsburgh 
Baptist church on Pioneer Drive. It was 
the first Southern Baptist congregation in 
the Pittsburgh area. Later he became direc
tor of the mission program for the entire 
area.

He was pastor of Baptist churches in Ken
tucky, and led the First Baptist church in 
Fairborne, Ohio, as pastor before going 
to Pittsburgh.

Currently, Baptist churches in middle and 
eastern Pennsylvania and Southern, New 
Jersey are affiliated with the Baptist Con
vention of Maryland, while churches in 
western Pennsylvania are affiliated with the 
State Convention of Baptists in Ohio.

Western Pennsylvania, where Waltz 
serves, includes an area stretching to the 
Great Lakes area. During the past 11 years, 
Southern Baptists have established 19 
churches and 10 chapels in the western 
Pennsylvania area.

When the new state convention of South
ern Baptists in Pennsylvania and Southern 

NBC-TV To Telecast Report 
On Baptist World Congress

FORT WORTH—A 30-minute report on the 12th Baptist World Congress in 
Tokyo, slated July 12-18, will be telecast nationwide by the National Broad
casting Co., on Sunday, July 19, by satellite from overseas.

It will be the first religious program ever carried “live” by satellite from 
overseas, according to Paul M. Stevens, director of the Southern Baptist Radio
Television Commission.

The program will be a production of the SBC Radio and Television Com
mission in cooperation with NBC-TV.

Stevens said that the program will feature conversations with personalities 
attending the congress, which meets in Tokyo’s Budokan throughout the week 
preceding the telecast.

In addition to the “live” conversation relayed by satellite, the program will 
present filmed scenes of Tokyo, including highlights of the congress photographed 
while the meeting is in progress.

Network officials, in deciding to relay the program by satellite, explained that 
they felt the unprecedented coverage was warranted because of the world-wide 
significance of the meeting, Stevens said.

About 8000 Baptists from about 80 countries throughout the world are ex
pected to attend the congress. (BP)

New Jersey is established, offices will prob
ably be set up in the Harrisburg, Pa., area. 
A committee is currently seeking office space 
in that area.

In presenting the recommendation of the 
committee assigned to secure an executive 
secretary for the proposed new convention, 
chairman Larry Lewis, pastor in Philadel
phia, ctied Waltz’ long experience and dedi
cation to missions in the Pennsylvania area. 
(BP)

California Board Releases
Crisis Study Report Text

FRESNO, Calif.—The full text of the 
“Crisis Study Report,” an extensive study 
of current social problems prepared by the 
staff of the Southern Baptist General Con
vention of California, has been released to 
the public.

Public distribution of the study had pre
viously been forbidden by action of the con
vention’s Executive Board, which passed 
on April 28 a motion to refer the study to 
its total program committee.

The committee, which was given the au
thority to release the report at its own dis
cretion, voted here in June to make the 
text of the report, along with the forward 
and resolution adopted by the Executive 
Board, available on request for reproduction 
costs (probably $3.50).

The committee also announced that it is 
doing further study before referring the re
port back tothe staff with observations and 
comment, “with the understanding that the 
staff will resubmit the Crisis Study Report to 
the Executive Board.” (BP)

Atlanta Baptists Assign 
Minister To Hippies

ATLANTA—Four Baptist groups with 
offices here recently appointed a minister to 
Atlanta’s hip community.

Don Rhymes, missionary in New York 
City for three years, will direct a new youth 
center, “The Aurora” (New Dawn), to be 
located in the heart of the hippie district 
here.

Rhymes is sponsored jointly by Atlanta’s 
First Baptist church, the Atlanta Baptist 
Association, the Georgia Baptist Conven
tion, and the Southern Baptist Home Mis
sion Board.

The center, brain child of First Baptist 
church and First Presbyterian church, will 
have facilities for recreation, a refreshment 
center, rooms suitable for classes or prac
ticing music instruments and a craft shop.

It will also be a liaison between the hip 
community and agencies which handle 
counseling, job placement, family reconcili
ation, etc.

Baptist efforts to relate to this community 
follows closely on the heels of recent moves 
by Atlanta Mayor Sam Massell to close the 
alienation gap between hippies and 
“straights,” and to curb law violations in 
the community.

The mayor said he hopes also to reduce 
the influx of potential residents and destroy 
the myth that Atlanta is becoming a hippie 
mecca. Recent figures estimate the number 
of summer visitors to the district at over 
10,000 before summer’s end.

Rhymes and his wife, Goldie, will be the 
only staff members initially, but future plans 
call for the addition of one or two assistants 
from the hip community. The center will 
also feature a training program for laymen 
who want to participate in this kind of work.

Torn Allerton, education director and ad
ministrator at First Baptist church, said that 
the youth in the area have mixed emotions 
about the new center.

“The members of the community who are 
redemptive are excited about the center. 
Some couldn’t care less; others are hoping 
we will fail,” he said.

“The ones who have gone along with us 
from the beginning are glad we can get 
started and have our denomination behind 
us,” Allerton said. (BP)

ADVENTISTS RE-ELECT PRESIDENT;
GAINS IN MEMBERSHIP NOTED

ATLANTIC CITY, N.J.—Robert H. 
Pierson was re-elected president of the two 
million-member Seventh-day Adventist 
Church at the denomination’s 51st World 
Conference.

More than 25,000 Adventists gathered 
here for the 10-day quadrennial conference. 
They came from 193 countries, some in 
colorful native dress, to report on their 
work, to elect officers and to reaffirm 
their faith. (RNS)
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Sunday School Lesson for June 28, 1970—By W. R. White 
Life and Work Series

THE WAY TO VICTORY
Basic Passage: Philippians 4
Focal Passages: Philippians 4:4-13, 19

Too many Christians are leading defeated 
lives. Every Christian can live a victorious 
life.

It is tragic how trivial things often' keep 
some people upset and out of humor. Too 
frequently ridiculously absurd things drive 
people apart and throw others off balance.

Others have deeply set biases that give 
them unhappy and unpleasant dispositions. 
Too many yield to such a situation in a 
fatalistic way. They will say, “That is the 
way I am and I cannot help it.” That is only 
a half truth. They can help the problem or 
at least they can find divine help for it.

There are enough basic tests that will 
come from the flesh, the world, and the 
devil to test us and even make us miserable. 
We will have to face them sooner or later.

God has graciously made provisions for 
all of this. Naturally, He has anticipated 
everything to which flesh will fall heir. There 
are no unexpected crises with Him, and 
no surprises will beset Him.

We must not yield to our own weaknesses 
nor to those things which besiege us from 
without. The critical hour needs victors 
not victims. The inspiration of victorious 
Christians could help so much now. The 
Holy Scriptures describe what we face with 
great accuracy.
JOYOUS FORBEARANCE
Philippians 1:4-5

The joyous radiant spirit is a strong pos
sibility in the Lord. It is an achievement 
available through His grace.

Forbearance, self-control, and reasonable
ness are close akin. They can be stoical and 
rigid or they can be gracious, beautiful and 
joyous.

There is a concept in the New Testament 
of goodness which is beautiful and sweet. 
That was the kind Jesus had and the type 
the Holy Spirit imparted to Barnabas and 
John.

There is such a thing as being nasty nice 
and coldly correct. This is not the preferred 
Christian way. Inward peace and joy that 
radiates under stressful circumstances are 
highly desirable and are ever possible in 
Christ.
INNER VICTORY
Philippians 4:6-7

The big battles of life are won in the 
inner man. Turmoil, restlessness, and war
fare here must be mastered.

The anxieties of life often upset us inside. 
We can become so disturbed and agitated 
within by the irritations and upheavals with
out.-

Present the whole matter to the Lord in 
a spirit of praise, thanksgiving, and obei
sance. Tell it all to the Lord in prayer.

The active peace of God will keep vigil 
over your heart and mind by Christ Jesus. 
If our thinking and emotions can be kept 

wholesomely disciplined, then we will be 
masters of the situation.

This peace in its work will be beyond our 
comprehension. We will not be able to 
figure out how it operates so wonderfully. 
Nervous anxiety will flee away so complete
ly that we will be mystified and Christ will 
be glorified. Then we can face our world 
and problems with confidence.
MEDITATION ON GREAT VIRTUES 
ESSENTIAL Philippians 4:8-9

Those things on which our minds dwell 
and for which our hearts deeply desire will 
mold us. They will impart their quality to 
us.

That which is consistent with integrity, 
that which is genuine, real, actual, and reli
able needs to dominate our thinking.

Equity, fairness, and rightness need to 
loom large in our attention.

The ugly, the sordid, soiled, unclean, and 
that which is damaging to others should 
be discredited or at least downgraded. That 
which is clean, wholesome, gracious, beau
tiful, and lovely should be emphasized and 
upgraded.

Paul had taught and exemplified the 
choice ideals and virtues. They were urged 
to emulate him as he had followed Christ in 
these.
A MOST ADEQUATE .ENABLING 
Philippians 10:13, 19

The church at Philippi had renewed its 
alert generosity toward Paul as opportunity 
had presented itself again. For this he was 
very appreciative.

He was careful to inform them, however, 
that his morale was not determined by his 
circumstances whether favorable or unfavor
able. He had a deeper and more stable 
source of strength.

Regardless of abundance or want, adver
sity or prosperity, popularity or humiliation, 
support or opposition, he had learned to 
meet things in stride. He had learned to be 
content.

It was not due to his natural temperament 
but he had learned it through the discipline 
and strength of God’s grace.

In fact Christ was pouring strength into 
him in proportion to his tests. He could 
match anything that might beset him. He 
did not just “muddle” through it somehow 
with Christ’s help but he mastered whatever 
arose with the Redeemer’s enabling.

Paul distinguished between “needs” and 
wants. Christ would supply each and every 
need according to His riches in glory. This 
is a great promise on which to lean hard.

We have before us a great reservoir of 
grace largely untapped by most of us. Yet, 
we go on sometimes victorious but most of 
the time ingloriously defeated. The Lord 
wants us to be masters and not victims in the 
midst of an awfully buffeted generation.

Foundation

When Dreams Come True
By Jonas L. Stewart

Executive Secretary-Treasurer
He was a pastor and denominational 

worker for more than fifty years. He 
dreamed of a ministry that would take him 
to lands across the sea, that would make 
his name loved by little children and make 
him an influence among fledgling young 
preachers.

An infirmity of the flesh thwarted these 
ambitions. He feels that his life has counted 
for very little as a minister. Fortunately, 
those who know him are aware that he has 
underestimated the importance of his work 
for the Lord, but his humility won’t let him 
recognize it.

This retired preacher felt until recently 
that his dreams could never come true. 
He changed his mind when he realized that 
his WILL could provide a trust fund to 
minister in all areas of his dreams. He has 
prepared that WILL. The trust created 
therein provides that income will go to 
foreign missions, ministerial education and 
to support child care through the Tennessee 
Baptist Children’s Home. His ministry will 
never cease. His estate is modest but it 
will forever be administered as he has direct
ed through the Tennessee Baptist Founda
tion. His dreams will come true.

For information about how to make a 
small or large estate work for the Lord, 
write or call Tennessee Baptist Foundation, 
Dr. Jonas L. Stewart, Executive Secretary, 
Brentwood, Tennessee 37027, phone 833- 
4220.

Dr. Laubach Dies; Taught 
World's Poorest To Read

SYRACUSE, N.Y.—Dr. Frank Laubach, 
known as the “apostle to the illiterates,” 
died here on the morning of June 11 at the 
age of 85.

Through his “each one teach one” ap
proach to literacy, untold numbers of per
sons around the globe learned to read. His 
last book, “Forty Years with the Silent 
Billions” was due off the press 10 days 
after his death.

Dr. Laubach, a native of Benton, Pa., was 
one of the best-known missionary figures of 
the 20th Century. He was a member of the 
United Methodist Church but served for 
many years with a Congregationalist agency 
now part of the United Church of Christ. 
He went to the Philippines in 1915. His 
literacy work took on major proportions in 
1930 and in 1935 he founded the World 
Literacy Committee.

Dr. Laubach never retired. He was active 
in Laubach Literacy, Inc., with headquarters 
in Syracuse, up to the time of his death. He 
was taken to the hospital on the evening of 
June 10 and died the following morning. 
Death was attributed to acute leukemia. 
(RNS)
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By W. Fred Kendall

On Matters of

During this month we have been de
lighted to have visitors in our office building 
from some of the Vacation Bible schools.

Some have taken trips 
as a part of the educa
tional process in getting 
better acquainted with 
our Baptist work and 
workers. It is always a 
real joy to have these 
boys and girls and the 
workers visit us. They 
get a better insight into 
how we work and we also 
get to know many of 
them.

June is the month in
which so many of our churches are holding 
their Vacation Bible schools. We have al
ready had some excellent reports from pas
tors and others and also from church 
bulletins which we receive. Many boys 
and girls have made vital decisions for 
Christ. Some have accepted Him as Saviour 
and others have made decisions concerning 
their life’s work. Some churches have set 
new records in enrolment and in attendance 
this year.

This is also a month when many are 
going to camps and youth retreats. It is 
vacation time and the churches have the 
opportunity to provide so many good things 
for their youth to give them added Bible 
teaching, inspiration, fellowship, recreation, 
and counseling concerning some of the 
major problems which they face. So many 
problems are spiritually based and have only 
spiritual solutions.

Some churches are planning for reorgani
zation in this month to begin the new year 
July 1. In this way they plan to be fully 
organized and have all places of leadership 
filled with trained leaders for the last 
summer months and for an early start for 
the opportunities the fall will afford. Others 
will be training leaders and preparing for 
reorganization in the fall beginning in Oc
tober.

Everywhere there is a concern about mak
ing a real effort to meet the deep spiritual 
needs all about us. There is a deep desire 
for a new motivation and outreach to reach 
people with the message of Christ. The 
world will never be changed until men and 
women are brought to Christ and until 
they are committed to Him in living. Paul’s 
questions are still so timely for this year. 
“How shall they call on him in whom they 
have not believed? and how shall they be
lieve in him of whom they have not heard?” 

There are still so many who know nothing 
about the Bible and who have never studied 
it at all. How can they apply the great 
truths of Christ’s teaching to their daily

driving/
By Dr. B. David Edens, 
Director, Marriage and 
Family Program 
Stephens College 
Columbia, Missouri 65201

Mom's Guilt Feelings 
Spoil Child

A whole new class of spoiled kids is 
growing up in the U.S.—the children of 
working mothers, the professor emeritus of 
psychiatry at University of Chicago Medical 
School said.

“Mothers are told to feel guilty about 
working, so they try to make it up to the 
children and end up spoiling them,” Dr. 
Rudolph Dreikurs observed. “If mothers 
would not feel guilty, working would do no 
harm,” he believes.

Misinterpretation of democracy is at the 
bottom of many parents’ mishandling of 
their youngsters. “People believe that de
mocracy means that everybody can do what 
he wants, but that is not democracy, that 
is anarchy.”

Instead of providing democratic leader
ship, parents tend to deal with children 
either autocratically, by fighting them, or 
anarchistically, by yielding to them, pointed 
out Dreikurs. “In either case, they won’t 
get good results.”

The psychiatrist advocates regular family 
councils, in which children and adults meet 
as equals and work out common problems 
together. “One cannot teach responsibility,” 
he reminds. “One has to give it.”

SOUTH GEORGIA METHODISTS 
REJECT MERGER WITH BLACKS

SAVANNAH—The South Georgia Con
ference of the United Methodist Church 
has again voted down merger with a black 
conference (region) with which it geograph
ically overlaps.

By a vote of 354 to 313, delegates turned 
in the same verdict they expressed a year 
earlier.

Under 1968 legislation of the denomina
tion, conferences of a former all-black, non
geographic structure are to be merged with 
white conferences of geographic jurisdic
tions. (RNS) 

lives if they don’t even know what those 
teachings are? They are not concerned about 
their lives nor the lives of their nation, if 
they do not know Him.

During these summer days many church
es are sowing some mighty important spir
itual seeds. We have the promise that they 
will bear fruit. The work with children 
and young people, the programs of training 
and teaching, the planning for greater efforts 
in the months ahead are all so much a part 
of being about our Father’s business in these 
busy summer days.

Historically
From the files

50 YEARS AGO
Commencement exercises at Union 

university, Jackson, broke a number 
of records, including 25 undergraduate 
degrees issued, the highest in the 
school’s history, seven masters degrees, 
an all-time high, and the most num
ber of people in attendance. The en
rolment for the year was 740, as 
against 670 for last year, 607 for the 
preceding year, and 540 for the year 
preceding. In anticipation of the 
next school year, the faculty has been 
doubled, $50,000 has been spent for 
repairs and equipment, and an enrol
ment of 800 is expected.

20 YEARS AGO
O. W. Taylor, editor of Baptist And 

Reflector, retired to the status of 
editor emeritus.

According to statistics released by 
Porter Routh, secretary of Survey. 
Statistics and Information, member
ship of the 27,285 churches affiliated 
with the Southern Baptist Convention 
climbed 4.1 per cent to reach a total 
membership of 6,761,265. The report 
indicated that Sunday Schools reported 
a membership of 4,643,650, Training 
Unions were reported in 1208 church
es, Woman’s Missionary Union enrol
ment increased 10 per cent, 4153 
churches reported Brotherhoods, 
Southern Baptists operate 26 hospitals 
and gifts to missions and benevolences 
climbed from $30,605,598 in 1948 to 
$31,316,818 in 1949.

10 YEARS AGO
The 10th Baptist World Congress is 

scheduled for June 26-July 3 in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil. Evangelist Graham is 
slated to speak to the attendants in the 
Maracana Stadium, with a seating 
capacity of 150,000.

The Baptist Student Union of 
Memphis State university, Memphis, 
received a five-star plaque at Ridge
crest (N.C.) Baptist assembly during 
Student Week of the Southern Baptist 
Convention at a special First Mag
nitude Service. Memphis State is the 
only BSU in Tennessee to have ever 
received this coveted award. This 
makes the third BSU east of the Mis
sissippi River to hold the award at 
present. The other two are Blue 
Mountain college, Blue Mountain, 
Miss., and Mississippi college, Clin
ton.
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Separation of Church and State
Wayne E. Ward 

Professor of Theology 
Southern Baptist Seminary

The United States of America was the 
first nation in history to commit itself to 
the principle of true religious liberty from 
its very foundation. It has not always per
fectly attained the ideal, but it would be 
impossible to find a nation which has strug
gled more for this noble vision of religious 
liberty and freedom of conscience.

The principle of “separation of church 
and state” was written into our constitution 
in an effort to achieve genuine religious free
dom. Again, the Baptists were the ones 
most directly responsible for writing this 
principle into the Bill of Rights and the 
first amendment to the constitution. When 
the founding fathers spelled out these words 
—“Congress shall make no law respecting 
the establishment of religion, or prohibiting 
the free exercise thereof”—they were cer
tainly intending to preserve real liberty of 
conscience. They wanted to avoid any law or 
tax which required any citizen to support 
any religion or religious institution—even 
his own. They also wanted to prevent any 
law which might inhibit the free exercise of 
voluntary religious experience. They were 
determined to preserve the freedom of con
science in this most sacred area of man’s 
existence.

It is a sad day to see this most noble 
citadel of religious freedom in the whole 
history of nations being assaulted on every 
side by religious people themselves—includ
ing Baptists! To demand a law which re
quires or authorizes the saying of a “prayer” 
in school is a blow at religious freedom 
just as much as a law (or interpretation of a 
law) which forbids the voluntary expression 
of prayer or worship. To ask for tax money 
to support any religious institution, includ
ing one’s own, is to strike a deadly blow 
at the very nature of religious experience. 
Any religious institution which draws its 
support from any other than a free and 
voluntary gift of its adherents, or a wise 
and moral use of those gifts, is actually con
tributing to the destruction of religion. Vol
untary and sacrificial giving is one of the 
most basic aspects of religious experience. 
To undermine this is to destroy true religion, 
no matter how many “religious” institutions 
survive!

Oh two important fronts this principle of 
church-state separation is being eroded 
today: in the use of tax funds for church 
schools or other church institutions, and in 
the attempt to enshrine certain religious acts 
or symbols (even atheistic ones) in our public 
institutions by law.

When the state requires all citizens to 
attend school for a certain number of years 
(or to a certain age), it must accept the re
sponsibility for paying for that public edu
cation. In a pluralistic society like the 
United States, it is as immoral to segregate 
schoolchildren by religion as by race. The 
very existence of sectarian schools as a 
substitute for public education is a threat 
to the public school system; and the rational
ization which demands public support for 
sectarian education is so shocking that men 
who love religious freedom could never 
countenance it, had they not already been 
victimized by the long years of this segre
gated system. All of us need to know and 
understand all of us; and if, in the forma
tive years, our children are to be separated 
by race, religion, or national origin, in the 
very schools where they are to learn what 
good citizenship means, they are going to 
perpetuate the hatreds, suspicions, and re
ligious tyrannies which threaten to destroy 
us.

Just as obvious is the threat from the other 
side. The well-meanings attempt to require 
by law the saying of prayers, or the reading 
of religious creeds or scriptures, will de
stroy true religion more quickly than sup
pression. The state must be separated from 
the support or suppression of religion.

South Carolina Church Votes
To Accept Non-Immersed Members

GREENWOOD, S.C. — First Baptist 
church of Greenwood, S.C., has voted to 
accept members transferring from other 
churches without the usual Baptist require
ment of baptism by immersion.

The moderator of the Abbeville Baptist 
Association here promptly called a meeting 
of the association’s Executive Committee to 
hear a report on what the church had done.

Wade T. Burton of Greenwood, the as
sociation’s moderator, said that he plans to 
appoint a committee of six to study the 
church’s baptism practices and bring a re
port within two months “so that if the 
church’s relationship with the association 
will be affected, we can settle it or at least 
be aware of it before the fall meeting” of 
the association.

In taking the action to admit members by 
transfer of letter without previous immer
sion, the 1800-member church adopted a

A TRUE MINISTRY OF LOVE
By James M. Gregg

Executive Director-Treasurer
My purpose in writing this column from 

time to time, is to create a better under
standing of the multiple services as well as 
some of the problems involved in offering 
these services. To implement the realiza
tion that this service of love is being done 
by the staff and caring team for “me” (the 
individual church member) in Christ’s Name, 
and to motivate the cooperation and support 
of those who make this personal discovery.

Our primary ministry is group care in 
four Homes for homeless children, the ma
jority of whom are “orphaned-by-the-living”. 
Our ministry also includes working with par
ents and families, with unwed mothers, 
adoptions, foster homes and through 
mother’s aid. A true ministry of love.

One of our perennial problems is finances. 
At this writing, I am concerned about our 
Children’s Homes Mother’s Day Offering. 
Through June 12, we had received $68,175 
for which we thank God, however, this was 
$20,293 less than for the same period last 
year.

This offering supplements our support 
through the Cooperative Program, which is 
also below a year ago. O„ur Mother’s Day 
Offering goal this year is $205,000 which 
represents a real need if our budget is met 
and care is provided for the children. Our 
books are kept open for this offering and 
individual gifts through July.

This ministry of love and tender care 
is done in the Name of Christ for Ten
nessee Baptists, who make these multiple 
services possible.

statement pointing out that the Baptist posi
tion on baptism by immersion will be care
fully explained and recommended to all 
such candidates for membership.

The church voted, however, to receive 
candidates “by the transfer of their member
ship provided they have been baptized in 
some form and have publicly professed their 
faith.

“We would immerse those who, after 
study of the meaning of baptism, request 
it,” said the church-adopted statement.

The church will continue to baptize by 
immersion all who seek to join the congre
gation on profession of their faith.

James A. Bowers, pastor of the church, 
said the congregation adopted the statement 
after long and careful study.

He said he initiated the idea following a 
number of years of “prayerful consideration 
of its possible implications.” (BP)
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