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COMPANIONS IN CRIME
By Herschel H. Hobbs

' □ rr : . l . >.

“And Saul was consenting unto his death” 
—Acts 8:1.

This is really a part of Acts 7. It so ap-’ 
pears in Nestle’s Greek text.

The word for “death” (anairesis) appears 
only here in the New Testament. The verb 
form anaireo is found in the papyri in the 
sense of killing. But it was basically a com
mercial term for borrowing money or re
ceiving money. It is also used in the sense 
of picking something up. Robertson ren
ders it “taking away.”

Of interest is the thought of receiving. 
Stephen prayed that the Lord Jesus would 
“receive” (dexai from dechomai) his spirit. 
Saul and others thought that he had died. 
When actually the Lord had taken away 
or received his spirit. Men killed him, but 
God justified him.

The point of interest, however, is Saul’s 
attitude in this. He “was consenting” to 
Stephen’s death. These words render what 
is called a periphrastic imperfect, the verb 
“to be” (was) with the present participle 
suneudokon. It expresses vividly a repeated 
and continuing attitude in the past and con
tinuing into the present. The participle 
renders a double compound word suneudo- 
keo (sum, with, eu, well, dokeo, seem). To 
Saul Stephen’s death seemed well together
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with those who stoned him. It is used in 
the sense of taking pleasure in something (cf. 
Acts 22:20; Rom. 1:32).

Saul did not actually throw a stone at 
Stephen. But his heart gave glad consent to 
what others were doing. Even after Stephen 
died he approved of the act. For this reason 
he was as guilty as they. They murdered 
Stephen with their hands. Saul did so in his 
heart. This reminds one of Jesus’ words 
about the true sense of the Ten Command
ments (cf. Matt. 5:2Iff.).

This attitude of Saul haunted him 
throughout life (cf. Acts 22:20). Though 
God had forgiven him (I Tim. 1:12-14), he 
still remembered it.

The Christian should be careful as to his 
consent to the sins of others. For even 
though he may abstain from them himself, if 
he looks with favor on them or is indif
ferent to them, he is actually a companion 
in them (Rom. 1:32).

By Jim Griffith
Not wishing to interfere with sum

mer fun and recreation, a church in a 
suburb of Dallas has dropped its 
Sunday services during the summer 
months and is holding worship serv
ices on Friday evenings.

This new twist in church worship 
scheduling will present certain in
teresting questions, namely: “Are we 
to start transcribing Sunday for re
lease at a more convenient time?”

I can see the minister of education 
and pastor conferring in the regular 
staff meeting as someone asks: “Now, 
let’s see—what day in this week shall 
we designate as Sunday?”

“What about Thursday?” someone 
suggests.

“No,” another objects, “we had 
Sunday on Thursday last week.”

But the day of reckoning may come 
when someone pipes up and says, “It’s 
too bad and I’m sorry, but the calen
dar of activities is so full that I just 
don’t believe we can have Sunday this 
week.”
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Devotional

JARED, A MAN 
TODAY'S CHURCH NEEDS

By Henry L. Tillman, Pastor 
Southmoor Baptist Church, Memphis

The churches of today are successful in 
many areas. Church buildings are more 
beautiful, more spacious, and more com
fortable than ever before. Church programs 
are better planned, better organized, and 
better promoted. Church budgets are larger, 
easier to raise, and more wisely used. 
Church literature is well written, attractively 
illustrated, and more adequately distributed. 
The church’s leaders are better trained, very 
highly motivated, and of great ability.

In short, today’s church stands in the 
spotlight, decked with flowers, surrounded 
by friends, and respected by all. But Alas! 
It is grasping for breath. The beauty and 
attractiveness is only superficial. It is be
coming cold and lifeless as a body awaiting 
burial.

What has happened? From outward ap
pearances it looks so beautiful and has 
such a promising future. What is causing 
it to die in our lifetime? The simple, yet 
tragic, cause is that its lungs are collapsing. 
The Church is not breathing properly. The 
Breath of Life is departing.

Today the church has everything: land, 
buildings, money, and men. But that which 
sustains existence the church is losing. The 
breath of life for the church is obtained 
through the exercise of prayer. In prayer 
the church breathes out the death-dealing 
carbon dioxide of sin and breathes in the 
life-giving oxygen of the Holy Spirit.

Meet with any church today and you will 
find much activity, but little or no prayer. 
And, it is a principle of existence that one 
must breathe in oxygen to activate his 
body. Prayer is the breath of the church. 
Unless the church begins to breathe normal
ly, it will remain powerless. Oh, it may be 
beautiful, learned, wealthy, and respected. 
Nevertheless, it will be ineffective and life
less.

Today God calls for men like Jared of 
old to breathe new life into His Church. 
Jared, whose name means “One prostrating 
himself in prayer,” recognized early that the 
life of God’s people depended upon proper 
breathing. Prayer, he learned, was the ex
ercise that God had ordained to keep His 
people breathing spiritually.

Jared’s name means, “One prostrating 
himself in prayer”. Immediately we see his 
posture as he prayed. In humility, Jared fell 
on his face calling upon the Lord for the 
breath of spiritual power. Then, we observe 
his persistence in prayer. He continually 
prostrated himself before God as he sought 
the source of spiritual life, the Breath of 
God. Finally, we understand his purpose in 
prayer. Recognizing that God’s work must 
be done in God’s strength. Jared with pur
pose of soul sought and obtained the ener
gizing oxygen from God, the Holy Breath of 
God for his life.
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Superficial Commitment Said
Causing Declining Growth Rate

GLORIETA, N.M.—A Southern Baptist 
seminary professor said here that the growth 
rates for Southern Baptists and other de
nominations have diminished or stopped be
cause “church members have too super
ficial an understanding of God and too shal
low a commitment to serve God.”

Findley B. Edge, professor of religious 
education at Southern Baptist Theological 
seminary, Louisville, discussed the problem 
and possible solutions during a Church 
Renewal Conference at Glorieta Baptist 
Assembly.

“My own view,” Edge said, “is that the 
basic problem in our churches — both 
Southern Baptist as well as others — is 
basically a spiritual problem.”

“We are unwilling to take our religion 
out of the church and express it in the 
everyday world; we are unwilling to get in
volved in the lives of needy people and to 
seek to be instruments of God’s love to 
these people.”

“We have tended to express our religion 
by attending meetings in the church,” he 
continued. “While these are important, re
ligion must be expressed in the world dur
ing the week.”

Edge said this means the laymen in the 
church is God’s basic minister, and every 
layman must find his own particular way 
of expressing his ministry. Involvement in 
ministry is the key to renewal of the church, 
he observed.

He said typical expressions might include 
working in the church program, helping 
poverty-stricken people, tutoring high school 
dropouts or teaching illiterate adults to read.

“In addition to ministering to the physi
cal, economic and social needs of people, 
our desire is so to relate to these people

“Please, Lord, take care of Mom, take 
care of Pop, take care of me . . . but 
be sure to take care of yourself the most, 
dear Lord, or we’re all sunk!”

that they will come to have a personal re
lationship with God through Jesus Christ.”

Edge said the result will be a new di
mension added to relationships inside and 
outside the church.

“This renewal is a deeper and more per
sonal relationship with God himself and 
with other people.

“In its essence, renewal is an attempt to 
discover how to bring new life or ‘the real 
life’ into the church.” (BP)

California College Elects 
James Staples President

RIVERSIDE, Calif.—James R. Staples, 
editor of the “Arizona Baptist Beacon” in 
Phoenix, has been elected president of Cali
fornia Baptist college, here effective Sept. 1.

Staples became editor of the Arizona Bap
tist state paper in March, and had previous
ly been editor of the “Beacon” from 1960- 
62 when he left to become executive vice 
president of Grand Canyon College, 
Phoenix.

He will succeed Loyed Simmons, who 
resigned as president of California Baptist 
college on Nov. 30, 1969.

At the meeting of the board of trustees 
when Staples was elected, a newly-elected 
business manager, J. Patrick McGrew, gave 
a report on the college’s financial condition, 
saying that the situation is “encouraging.”

The annual audit showed the school 
closed its books in the black this year with 
a $29,991 balance in the current (operating) 
fund, compared to operating in the red last 
year with a deficit of $1105.

Enrolment during the summer months 
was higher than anticipated, though still be
low last summer’s enrolment, college offi
cials said. About 250 students are attending 
summer school sessions.

In March, the school’s trustees accepted 
the resignation of its business manager, J. 
L. Harden, who predicted that the operating 
deficit for the summer might reach $200,- 
000. McGrew, the new business manager, 
said the summer deficit would only amount 
to about $120,000.

Enrolment is expected to reach 700 during 
the fall term, a school official said.

Staples, the new president, told the board 
he had gone over the books for the school 
and found that the school was not nearly 
in as bad shape financially as he had pre
viously thought. He pointed out that the 
school had not borrowed against its line 
of credit.

Staples said he was deeply concerned that 
the school offer “quality education within 
a Christian framework.” He added he ex
pected to be an active leader as president, 
but would depend heavily on the school’s 
academic dean. (BP)

I Jerusalem Conference 
On Biblical Prophecy

W. A. Criswell, pastor, First Baptist 
church, Dallas, Texas, and immediate past 
president of the Southern Baptist Conven
tion, and Harold J. Ockenga, president of 
Gordon-Conwell Theological seminary, have 
issued a call for the world’s first convoca
tion of Christian thinkers at Jerusalem, 
Israel, June 15-18, 1971 to restudy the 
Bible’s pertinent prophecies and to proclam 
their message for our time.

Five specific goals of the conference are 
outlined: To provide a basis for directing 
attention to the Biblical view of the closing 
days of the world; to re-assess the fact of 
the risen Christ’s literal return to a society 
which asks, “Where is the promise of His 
coming?”; to give direction to the youth of 
the world in their apocalyptic preoccupation 
with the occult, ecology, and hedonism; to 
encourage Christian witness through a fresh 
awareness that we must soon give account 
for our stewardship; and to focus serious 
attention of men everywhere on the Bible’s 
message for the whole human race in our 
critical times.

Carl F. H. Henry, professor of theology 
at Eastern Baptist seminary and founding 
editor of Christianity Today, and chairman 
of the program committee, says, “This con
ference could be the last great opportunity 
evangelical Christians have to witness to 
the world on this subject.”

PREDICT 100,000 ATTENDANCE 
AT FAMED MORMON PAGEANT

PALMYRA, N. Y.—A record attendance 
of 100,000 is expected to view the 1970 
Hill Cumorah Pageant of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (Mormon) 
here July 27-Aug. 1.

Dr. Harold I. Hansen, director of the 
pageant since its inception 32 years ago, 
said extensive improvements and expansion 
of facilities are being made to accommodate 
increasing crowds. (RNS)

About Our Cover
As fishermen go out to sea and idle 

boats are called to work, we are re
minded of another fisherman and oth
er fishermen’s nets. . . . Jesus got into 
one of the boats—it belonged to Si
mon—and asked him to push off a 
little from the shore. Jesus sat in the 
boat and taught the crowd. When he 
finished speaking, he said to Simon, 
“Push the boat out further to the deep 
water, and you and your partners let 
your nets down for a catch.” (Luke 
5:3-4 Good News for Modern Man) 
Southern Baptists support over 2400 
missionaries who are in 72 countries 
letting their nets down in the “deep 
Water. (Photo by Bob Harper)
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EDITORIALS

The Record Speaks
This editorial is not political. Neither is it written with 

any element of malice. The editor is not acquainted with 
the principals involved. He has never met them, nor has 
he talked with them. This editorial is written to present 
information which the editor believes sincerely that Ten
nessee Baptists have a right and a responsibility to know. 
This editor has felt consistently that the function of a 
religious news journal includes the presentation of in
formation dealing with moral and spiritual issues which 
could affect Tennessee Baptists directly or indirectly.

A candidate for statewide judicial office personally 
filed a lawsuit in the Chancery Court at Nashville on 
Sept. 19, 1955, in behalf of himself and his two minor 
children, against school and state officials. This lawsuit, 
in essence, sought among other things to prohibit the 
Nashville Board of Education and teachers in the school 
system from conducting or participating in or leading 
before their classes any type of religious service, prayer, 
or the singing of any religious hymns. He contended that 
such practices were unconstitutional, and said, among 
other things, in his sworn petition, that reading from the 
Bible, the saying of prayers (“usually that prayer known 
as the Lord’s Prayer and found in the Sixth Chapter of 
the Book of Matthew as it appears in the King James 
version of the Bible”) were “embarrassing and offensive 
to him and to his said child..

Not only did he seek, in his prayers for relief, to have 
all Bible reading, prayer and religious singing stopped 
by court order, which would have subjected violating 
teachers to the punishments of contempt of court, but 
he also asked for an order prohibiting teachers from “in
structing or encouraging any child in attendance at a 
school ... to attend or participate in any religious or 
devotional exercise or ceremony or in any worship serv
ice.” Punishment for contempt of court could be fine, 
jail sentence, or both. %

The lawsuit was dismissed in the Chancery Court of 
Davidson county by the late William J. Wade, chancellor, 
as being without legal merit. The judicial candidate then 
appealed his case to the Tennessee Supreme Court, 
where it was dismissed on March 9, 1956, in an opinion 
by then Chief Justice A. B. Neil. This opinion is pub
lished in 288 Southwestern Reporter, Second Series, be
ginning on page 718.

Complainant in this suit, now seeking office as a judge 
on the Tennessee Court of Criminal Appeals, who ob
tained a party nomination for the office, is Philip M. 
Carden, a Nashville attorney.

We do not seek to decide constitutional questions. 
This editor is not a lawyer. However, we do believe that 

the judgment of any man in a position as judge in a 
state court of criminal appeals, is very important. And 
we believe as indicated in the first paragraph that Ten
nessee Baptists have a right to know that a man seeking 
such office has said that The Lord’s Prayer and the read
ing from the Bible is offensive to him.

In a recent editorial, we said: “If God’s people are 
not interested enough in civil government to determine 
the moral and spiritual climate of candidates for public 
office, then they have no right to quarrel after the elec
tions.”

We believe that Tennessee Baptists have a right to 
know that a candidate for a seat on a high court bench 
has declared himself in legal action to the effect that 
Bible reading, prayer and the singing of hymns in public 
schools is both offensive and embarrassing to him! This 
type of philosophy would, it seems to us, make it diffi
cult at least for such a man, were he to win this election, 
to solemnly swear upon the Bible that he would uphold 
the laws of the State of Tennessee and the United 
States! James A. Lester

Guest Editorial

Handbook For Revolution
Yesterday in a downtown book store in Oklahoma City 

I purchased for $1 a small book entitled The Little Red, 
White and Blue Book: Revolutionary Quotations by Great 
Americans printed by the Grove Press. It contains some 
interesting reading. Among the “great Americans” quoted 
are Malcolm X, Eugene V. Debs, Bob Dylan (folk singer), 
Stokely Carmichael and H. Rap Brown. The book cleverly 
tries to tie the American Revolution of 1776 in with 
present militant, violent student dissent.

The foreword says the book “is aimed at accelerating 
the battle to reclaim America and restore its revolutionary 
spirit as the nation’s dominant force.”

Here are some samples of the quotations: “We shall 
have our manhood. We shall have it or the earth will be 
leveled by our attempts to gain it” (Cleaver). “It is neces
sary to state that Black Power is a revolutionary force 
that seeks the elimination of capitalism and the industrial
military complex which undergirds it” (a student in 
SNCC). “No slave should die a natural death. There 
is a point where caution ends and cowardice begins” 
(Brown).

Now, at least, we know what we are up against.— 
Jack L. Gritz, Editor. The Baptist Messenger.
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White House Notes Baptist 
Views on School Aid Plans

By W. Barry Garrett

WASHINGTON — A White House 
spokesman has promised to convey South
ern Baptist Convention views on public aid 
to private and parochial schools to the Presi
dent’s Commission on School Finance.

The word from the White House came 
from Edward L. Morgan, deputy assistant 
to the President, in response to a com
munication from John W. Baker, associate 
executive director of the Baptist Joint Com
mittee on Public Affairs.

The Southern Baptist Convention in Den
ver instructed the Baptist Joint Committee 
“to make every possible effort to commu
nication the opposition of Baptists to tax 
money for private church-related schools 
under any guise whatsoever to every ap
propriate public official.”

The message to the White House by 
Baker conveyed Southern Baptist Conven
tion concerns as follows:

“1. The fact that the membership of the 
commission which is being created to study 
the financing of private schools so far has 
only representatives favoring aid to private 
and parochial schools and, thereby, lacks 
both balance and objectivity.

An Experiment Only
“2. The proposed voucher system which, 

they felt, would undermine the public school 
system and would provide public funds for 
what are now classified as private and paro
chial schools.

“3. The increase in private and parochial 
schools which have as one of their goals the 
evasion of the integration decisions of the 
Supreme Court and the Department of 
Health, Education, and Welfare.”

Baker’s communication to President Nix
on further said, “Our belief that tax monies 
should not be used to aid any religious insti
tutions, including those of Baptists, requires 
that we voice opposition to the policies 
enumerated above.”

Morgan, responding “on behalf of the 
President,” said that he would see that the 
Southern Baptist Convention views would 
be brought to the attention of Neil McElroy, 
chairman of the President’s Commission on 
School Finance.

Morgan further said that the voucher 
system “is an experiment only.” He ex
plained that “the office of Economic Op
portunity has determined that this is one of 
many new ideas in education worth trying, 
but they are very much aware of the risks 
involved and the complexities inherent in 
this idea, and I’m confident that they will 
keep a careful eye on it.”

The voucher plan was developed as a 
result of an OEO contract with the Center 

for the Study of Public Policy in Cam
bridge, Mass. The demonstration plan will 
cost from $6 to $8 million and will begin 
with projects in one urban and one rural 
community with the fall school term of 
1971.

Tuition Vouchers
The plan basically calls for tuition 

vouchers for parents to spend for their chil
dren’s education in any school, whether 
public, private or parochial.

The voucher plan also calls for a re
definition of the terms “public” and “pri
vate” schools. A public school would be 
one open to all without discrimination, that 
charged no tuition and that provided full 
information about itself.

A private school, under the new defini
tion, would be one that discriminates in its 
admission policy, that charges tuition, and 
that withheld information about itself.

The week following the meeting of the 
Southern Baptist Convention in Denver, 
President Nixon announced the full 16- 
member Commission on School Finance. He 
had earlier announced Neil H. McElroy, 
former secretary of Defense as the chair
man.

Also earlier the President had appointed a 
four-member panel on aid to private and 
parochial schools that would be a part of 
the larger commission. All four are known 
advocates of public aid to private schools. 
They are: Clarence Walton of Washington, 
D.C., William E. McManus of Chicago, 
William G. Saltonstall of Marion, Mass., 
and Ivan E. Zylstra of Grand Rapids, Mich.

The other members of the Commission on 
School Finance, which is to report to the 
President no later than March 3, 1972, are:

Hilda A. Davis, professor, University of 
Delaware; John Bradford Davis Jr., super
intendent of schools, Minneapolis, Minn.; 
Buford Ellington, Governor of Tennessee; 
John Henry Fischer, president of Teachers’ 
college, Columbia university, N.Y.

Dorothy M. Ford, of the Los Angeles 
school systems in California; Norman 
Francis, president of Xavier University, 
New Orleans; William G. Colman, execu
tive director of the Advisory Commission on 
Intergovernmental Relations in Maryland;

Eugene Gonzales, associate superinten
dent of the state Department of Education 
in California; David H. Hurtzman, state 
superintendent of Public schools in Pennsyl
vania; Wendell H. Pierce, executive direc
tor of the education committee of Colorado; 
and W. B. Thompson, superintendent of 
public schools in Greenville, Miss. (BP)

Three Baptist Schools Get 
$4 Million Building Loans

WASHINGTON—The U. S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 
has announced fund reservations under the 
college housing and loaib'program support
ing construction of nearly $250 million in 
college housing and dining facilities.

Among the church-related institutions, 
three Southern Baptist colleges with $4,- 
005,000 in loan reservations are exceeded 
only by 10 Methodist schools that will get 
$7,345,000. Five Roman Catholic colleges 
have been allotted $3,051,000. Other 
Protestant schools have $3,278,700 ear
marked for them.

Under the direct loan program, HUD 
provides the entire loan to the institution, 
which repays the loan at 3 per cent interest 
for a period of up to 40 years.

The three Southern Baptist Colleges to 
receive direct loans are: Samford university, 
Birmingham, Ala., $1,000,000 for an addi
tion to the Student Union Building; George
town college, Georgetown, Ky., $1,105,000 
for dormitories for 164 students; and Camp
bell college, Buies Creek, N.C., $1,900,000 
for apartments for 16 faculty families, 
dormitory space for 375 men and an addi
tion to the dining hall. (BP)

Murfreesboro BSU 
Directors Honored

The Baptist Student Union committee of 
Concord association honored two BSU di
rectors with a reception recently, according 
to Glenn Yarbrough, secretary, Student de
partment, Tennessee Baptist Convention. 
The honorees were Ircel C. Harrison, Jr., 
who served as director of student work at 
Middle Tennessee State university, Mur
freesboro, and Lytle Givens, who served in 
the same position as interim director.

The reception was held at the BSU 
center in Murfreesboro. Carl P. Daw, pas
tor, Third church, Murfreesboro, served as 
chairman of the committee.

Schroeder Injured 
In Auto Mishap

George W. Schroeder, executive secretary 
of the Brotherhood Commission, has been 
admitted for a three-week stay at Baptist 
Hospital in Memphis with a fractured 
vertebra.

Schroeder received the injury when a 
car in which he was a passenger braked 
suddenly.

The Brotherhood leader cancelled a trip 
to the Baptist World Alliance where he was 
scheduled to convene the sectional meeting 
of the Men’s Department of the world fel
lowship group as chairman.

Thursday, July 9, 1970 Page 5



TO STEP IN YOUR HOUSE
By Robert E. Wakefield

The gas boy drove up to our gate in his 
little three-wheeled delivery scooter, trailing 
a cloud of noxious blue smoke, gas bottles 
bouncing along behind.

We only ordered two small bottles from 
him this time. I explained that in six weeks 
we were going on furlough and would be 
away a year. Then, on impulse, I turned 
mercenary for a moment. “We are selling 
our refrigerator before we leave. In your 
traveling around delivering gas you may 
find someone who would like to buy it.”

Carefully removing his shoes and wiping 
the sole of each foot on the inside of the 
opposite leg of his trousers, he softly en
tered our kitchen door. He admired the re
frigerator, gently touching it as he said, “So 
big. for only two.”

“Yes,” I replied, “our children are gone 
now, and we will need a small one when 
we return to Malaysia. We also have some 
other things to sell. Come and see them.” 
Another impulse, but this one led to a 
grand tour of the foreigner’s house.

With forefinger and eye he inspected the 
strange things brought from another world, 
ticking each item off with a quiet nod of 
his head. Then he turned to me and said, 
“I must tell you I feel very holy to step 
in your house.”

My stunned look apparently led him to 
repeat: “I feel very holy to step in your 
house. I know God lives here when I step 
in. I want to help you. I will try. Because 
this is a good thing to step in your house.”

He stood for a time, looking at the floor, 
as if he had more to say. “I go to Christian 
once.” Another pause, then wistfully, so 
softly I could hardly hear, “But that is 
four years now.”

I invited him to our Sunday services, 
which are held in our house. Quietly he 
nodded his head. Then with much maneu
vering and loud meshing of gears and 
clashing of gas bottles, he went away.

I did not sleep well that night. Snatches 
of his broken, laborious sentences kept 
tumbling in my churning mind, tearing at 
my conscience, tugging at my heart.

“I feel very holy to step in your house 
... I go to Christian once ... I know God 
lives here . . . four years ago ... I know 
God lives here . . . God lives here. . . .”

Logic did not help. “Superstitious awe,” 
I muttered to myself, but my heart refuted 
such evasion. The language barrier. That’s 
it. He didn’t mean what I heard him say. 
But his face floated in the blackness of the 
night and denied my assertion.

Then rebellion made his attack: “Forget 
it. No man can be so close to God that his 
home gives off an aura of holiness. No man 
can be so good that the casual service man 
senses it within his doors.”

Once again I composed myself for sleep, 
only to find that the voices echoing down 
the corridors of my soul had multiplied. “I 
feel very holy to step in your house ... no

NEW ORLEANS SEMINARY COMMITTEE 
NARROWS PRESIDENT CHOICE TO 12

BATON ROUGE, La.—The committee 
named to select a new president for New 
Orleans Baptist Theological seminary has 
narrowed the list of possible presidents to 
less than a dozen, and may have a recom
mendation to the board in August, the 
committee’s chairman here said.

J. Norris Palmer, pastor of First Baptist 
church of Baton Rouge, said that the board 
of trustees’ presidential nominating com
mittee which he chairs hasz compiled in
formation on 68 men who have been recom
mended for the post.

Palmer did not, however, disclose the 
names of any of the persons being con
sidered.

The committee has had five meetings, and 
has invited committees selected by the facul
ty and by the student body to appear before 
their group. Palmer said the committee 
had also encouraged full participation by 
the seminary’s alumni, and that hundreds of 
letters had been received. (BP)

Southern Presbyterians
Reject Plea With Magazine

MEMPHIS, Tenn.—The highest govern
ing body of the Presbyterian Church in the 
U.S. (Southern) came within 11 votes of 
branding a church publication as being “pro
fane, blasphemous and immoral.” The vote 
of the denomination’s General Assembly 
rejecting the condemnation was 189 to 179.

It followed an hour of vigorous and emo
tional debate concerning Colloquy, a maga
zine published “especially for use” by the 
United Presbyterian Church and the South
ern Presbyterian Church, according to a 
note published inside its front cover.

The monthly is published under the aus
pices of the United Church of Christ but 
has representatives of the other two de
nominations on its staff and editorial board.

By its negative vote, the General Assem
bly turned down a request “to order” the 
Southern Presbyterian Board of Christian 
Education to sever its ties with the maga
zine. (RNS)

man can be that close to God ... I know 
that God lives here . . . No, I live here . . . 
God lives here . . . No! No! No!”

I know that Christ lives in me, but not 
to this degree. My house is not the holy 
place the gas boy thinks it is. But I want 
it to be. I will it to be, and I know that 
whenever I am willing to give Him all my 
life, when that times comes, the gas boy 
and the world can say, “I feel very holy to 
step in your house.”
EDITOR'S NOTE: Robert E. Wakefield is a 
Southern Baptist missionary stationed in 
Selangor, Malaysia. He is scheduled Jo leave 
July 22 for. furlough in the States and he 
may be addressed at Hartville, Mo., 65667, 
Aug. 1-7.

304 Make Decisions 
During Mission Week

RIDGECREST, N.C.—Decision-making 
was up but registered attendance was down 
compared to last year during the Southern 
Baptist Foreign Missions Conference at 
Ridgecrest Baptist Assembly, June 18-24.

Total registration was 2573, down 138. 
A total of 304 persons made public com
mitments to Christ and church-related vo
cations, 18 more than were made during 
last year’s conference.

Twenty-two persons made professions of 
faith in Christ, 75 reaffirmed such profes
sions made earlier in their lives and 207 
decided to pursue church-related vocations, 
145 of them specifying either home or 
foreign missions.

Over half of those who made decisions, 
188, did so following the Sunday morning 
sermon by Baker J. Cauthen, executive 
secretary of the board. Another 45 re
sponded on Sunday evening. On Tuesday 
evening, after the appointment service for 
16 new missionaries, 71 others made deci
sions.

Among those making initial professions 
of faith in Christ was a young Muslim 
woman from Guyana. She and her hus
band, who was already a Christian, were 
married recently by a Southern Baptist mis
sionary in Guyana. (BP)
• A Harris poll released by Time magazine 
recently reports that 63 % of the Negroes in 
this country believe the American political 
“system is rotten and has to be changed 
completely for blacks to be free.” But only 
9%—about 2 million persons—call them
selves “revolutionaries,” believing that “only 
a readiness to use violence will ever get us 
real equality,” the poll says. It adds that 
no matter what their personal feelings about 
violence, 31 % of American Negroes believe 
that blacks “will probably have to resort to 
violence to win rights.” The poll reports 
that 64% of a cross-section of 1,255 per
sons questioned believe “things are getting 
better than they were four or five years 
ago.” (The Nashville Tennessean, 3/30/70)

Herbert C. Gabhart, right, president, Bel
mont college, Nashville, has been installed 
as president-elect of the Southern Baptist 1 
Theological seminary alumni. At left is 
outgoing president John E. Lawrence, pas
tor, Forest Hills Baptist church, Raleigh, 
N.C.
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WHEN LAYMEN WITNESS
H. C. Brown, Jr.

The challenges facing our churches today 
demand active witnessing by every avail
able Christian.

The postcard said, “I don’t hardly know 
what it is you want me 
to do, but whatever it is, 
I’ll try.”

By the use of this 
simple language, a young 
layman agreed to help 
me serve the people in 
our community. Even 
though he had not un
derstood my request to 
aid in the witnessing pro
gram of our church, he 
was willing to try.

In my student pas
torate, I had become burdened by the need 
to use every available man and woman. 
Twenty-three years later, I am more than 
ever convinced that without adequate in
volvement of men, women, and young 
people, the work of our churches will be 
forever doomed to second-rate quality. 
Ministers and staffs, however large and well 
trained, cannot possibly perform all the 
necessary work and witnessing of any 
church.

In the rural church referred to above, 
about five or six dedicated men and women 
shared in carrying the major work load. 
My goal became one of doubling this num
ber of lay-servants. My role as pastor, when 
I came to the church, called for me to 
teach the men’s Bible class, to lead singing 
—and I can’t carry a tune! Literally!—to 
preach the morning sermon, to visit in the 
afternoon, to be the leader of the high 
school Training Union, and to lead singing 
and preach for the evening service. I was 
exhausted each Sunday night.

As the months passed, I gradually de
veloped the conviction that I was sinning 
against those people by not training them 
how to serve God. Thus was bom the goal 
of doubling the number of working church 
members.

My biggest task was to secure a teacher 
for the men’s Bible class. Each man ap
proached said that he already had too much 
to do or that he had too little formal edu
cation to be effective. As our convention’s 
date for Layman’s Day approached, I de
cided to ask one particular man—a pro
spective teacher for the Sunday School class 
—to be our speaker. Even though he had 
politely refused my request to teach the 
men’s class, he did agree to speak for Lay
man’s Day.

When this tall, distinguished man stood 
to speak, he leaned over the pulpit, rested 
his elbows on the top, and said to the 
audience, “I have been sick! I have been 
taking pills—nerve pills! This service has 
made me sick.” All of us felt a deep sense 
of empathy with him.

Regular Baptist Churches 
Add 49 Congregations

DENVER — Forty-nine new churches 
were received into membership in the Gen
eral Association of Regular Baptist Church
es at the opening session of the 39th an
nual conference here.

This brings the membership in the as
sociation to 1410 churches and increased 
the total membership to slightly less than 
200,000, compared with 192,495 in 1969.

The reception of the new churches in 
the Bible-believing, missionary-minded as
sociation, made up of autonomous congre
gations was announced by Dr. Joseph M. 
Stowell, national representative (president).

Dr. Stowell challenged the conference to 
establish 750 to 1000 new churches in the 
1970s, urging the association to launch out 
into a period of “unprecedent growth.”

He also called for a doubling of the lit
erature ministry and a tripling of the radio 
ministry conducted by the association. He 
is the speaker on the International Radio 
Ministry heard over approximately 90 radio 
stations. Dr. Stowell said he would like to 
see the number grow to 300 within 10 
years. (RNS)

He paused for many 1-o-n-g seconds and 
then addressed me directly: “Brother Brown, 
I now know why you asked me to speak 
today. You just want me to teach the men’s 
Bible class. You want me to know just how 
hard preaching really is.”

He continued, “Brother Brown, don’t you 
ever again ask me to preach for you. If 
you will just preach, I’ll teach that Sunday 
School class!”

In joy, I raised my arm over my head 
and said, “My friend, you have a bargain!” 
He made a superb teacher.

Within one year the number of men and 
women willing to share major roles in the 
church had grown to the needed ten and 
more. Prayer, patience, and ceaseless 
knocking on doors eventually produced the 
faithful layfolks needed for our particular 
church.

Recently, in a preaching class at South
western Seminary, I called for my students 
to enlist and train their laymen. I asked 
one young man—Moses Perales—“Moses, 
wouldn’t you be happier in your church 
if your predecessor had left you ten trained 
men?” He replied, “Professor, I would be 
happy if he had even left me ten men!”

At every level—the need for ten men or 
the need for ten or more trained men— 
manpower needs are serious. Until laymen 
and laywomen become involved in working 
and witnessing, our churches will be doomed 
to second-rate work. The challenges facing 
our churches today demand active witness
ing by every available Christian.

Editor’s Note: Dr. Brown is professor of preach
ing at Southwestern Baptist Theological seminary, 
Fort Worth, Texas.

New Beeks
Good News for Modern Man (New 

Church Member Edition), Broadman, 600 
pp., paper.

Adult Life and Work Lesson Annual 
1970-71, Convention, 410 pp.

The Usher’s Manual by Leslie Parrott; 
Zondervan, 64 pp., $1.00, paper.

Simple Sermons for a Sinful Age by W.
Herschel Ford, Zondervan, 128 pp., $2.95.

Great Hymns of the Faith, Zondervan, 
512 pp.

Prayer: Conversing with God by Rosa
lind Rinker, Zondervan, 126 pp., 95tf, pa
per.

Share Your Faith edited by Russell T. 
Hitt with William J. Petersen, Zondervan, 
62 pp., 95tf, paper.

The Holy Spirit and His Gifts by J. Os
wald Sanders, Zondervan, 155 pp., $1.95 
paper.

Encounter by John W. Sanderson, Jr., 
Zondervan, 95 pp., paper.

At Least We Were Married by Terry C.
Thomas, Zondervan, 156 pp., $3.95.

The Modem Language New Testament 
(The New Berkeley Version), Zondervan, 
291 pp., $3.95.

The Late Great Planet Earth by Hal 
Lindsey with C. C. Carlson, Zondervan, 
192 pp., $3.95.

A Call To Christian Character edited by 
Bruce Shelley, Zondervan, 186 pp., $4.95.

AMERICAN BAPTIST AGENCY PRESSES 
FOR WOMAN PRESIDENT IN 1971-72

VALLEY FORGE, Pa.—The American 
Baptist Women have called for the nomi
nation of Mrs. Marcus (Ruth) Rohlfs of 
Seattle as a candidate for president of the 
American Baptist Convention in 1971-72.

Mrs. Rohlfs, president of the American 
Baptist Home M’ssion Societies, represents 
the societies in the ABC General Council. 
She is a Baptist delegate to the National 
Council of Churches’ Assembly and is on 
the executive committee of the Seattle 
Downtown Ecumenical Ministries.

The nominating committee of the Amer
ican Baptist Convention has been asked to 
include Mrs. Rohlfs in the slate of officers 
which will be presented for action by the 
64th annual meeting in Minneapolis in May, 
1971. (RNS)
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Tennessee News Briefs
Tim Canaday, son of Pastor and Mrs. 

James Canaday, Central church, Johnson 
City, has been appointed to do Vacation 
Bible School work this summer by the New 
England Evangelistic Association of Boston.

Ridgedale church, Chattanooga, R. Ray
mond Lloyd, pastor,'»^as„ employed, Mrs. 
George W. (Frances) Barbre as church seer 
retary. She most recently served as secretary 
for the Encounter Crusade for Hamilton 
County association.

Park Avenue church, Nashville, has voted 
to have two Sunday Schools beginning with 
the latter part of September. One of the 
Sunday Schools will require a much simpler 
organization than the larger one. Bob Mow- 
rey is pastor.

Gerald Gillis, James P. Hodge, and Billy 
Philpott will be ordained as deacons soon 
by First church, Tullahoma. Tom Madden 
is pastor.

Cades Cove Memorial church, Chilhowee 
association, is now debt free of building 
constructed five years ago. The church has 
purchased additional land, new organ, air 
conditioning, all debt free and plans call for 
the construction of a new educational build
ing. Elmer Sharp is pastor.

The fifth generation of First Baptist 
church, Donelson, was baptised last Sunday 
evening by Pastor W. L. Baker. Tammy 
Lake, great, great, granddaughter of the 
late J. W. Lannon, and the great grand
daughter of the late George R. Lannon, 
was the candidate. Both were charter mem
bers of the church, organized in July, 1912. 
Two others were baptized during the service.

Tusculum church, Holston association, 
has ordained Robert Cutshaw, Jr., into the 
gospel ministry. Don Peek is pastor.

David Overbay, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Russell Overbay, of Litz Manor church, 
Holston association, has been elected presi
dent of the Baptist Student Union at the 
University of Tennessee, Knoxville, as well 
as president of his honor fraternity in elec
trical engineering. The church has called 
Mel Adams as summer youth minister. J. 
C. Chapman is pastor.

First church, Kingston, is installing a new 
pipe organ. Lewis Bratcher is pastor.

A summer weekday program has been 
set up at Tyler Apartments, a 100-family 
low income housing project in Johnson City 
June 15-Aug. 21, from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
daily’ Diane Greene, 6f Rutledge, former 
US-2 missionary, is in charge of the pro
gram which will include Bible study, handi
craft, and recreation for ages four through 
19, Monday through Thursday. Mothers 
will be taught sewing on Fridays.

£
Boones Creek church, Holston associ

ation, has ordained Harold F. Ferguson and 
Martin McCracken as deacons. Paul Lilly 
is pastor.

Joe Wall, pastor, Lovelace church, Hol
ston association, is editor of SEA, the new 
publication of Sullivan County Education 
Association.

Virginia Avenue church, Holston associ
ation, has licensed Johnnny Bishop to 
preach. Frank Lethcoe is pastor.

The youth choir of Woodmont church, 
Nashville, will present a premiere, “Now 
Hear It Again!” July 4 at Ridgecrest during 
the Southern Baptist Music Leadership Con
ference. The witnessing musical for youth 
was published by Broadman Press. Charles 
Downey, minister of music at Woodmont, 
conducts the 55-member choir.

Miss Virginia Fitch has returned to the ।
States (address: c/o Roy N. Fitch, Rt. 5, | 
Jonesboro, Tenn. 37659) after two years’ j 
service as a Southern Baptist missionary I 
journeyman in Brazil.

--------- 1
Dr. and Mrs. W. E. (Bill) Grindstaff, 1

Southern Baptist missionary associates and 
former Tennesseans are on emergency leave 
from Israel. They may be addressed at Box 
147, Red River, N.M. 87558. They were • 
employed by the Foreign Mission Board in 
1968. i

An instrumental music education work
shop will be held July 20-24 at Belmont col
lege, according to E. D. Thompson, associ
ate professor of music at Belmont.

Walker Memorial church, Franklin, re
ports four baptisms, three received by letter 
and 50 rededications in a recent revival. 
Joe E. Franklin, pastor, was assisted by 
David Walker of Cleveland as the evange
list. A soul-winning study was conducted 
each morning.

Salem Baptist church, Knox County Association, will dedicate their new 
building July 12. Harold White, former pastor, now at Magness Memorial 
church, McMinnville, will speak at 10:45 a.m. Total cost of the contemporary 
designed building was $200,000. It has a seating capacity of 700. John 
Hill served as building committee chairman, and John Holland is pastor.
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Letters to the Editor
Dear Sir:

The “Silent Majority” among Southern Baptists 
was poorly represented in Denver. Many of the 
decisions did not reflect the thinking of this 
majority. This group makes up the vast bulk of 
Southern Baptists and represents people who are 
usually well informed and willing to act on cur
rent issues.

Much of our present dilemma stems directly 
from messengers v^ho refuse to inform themselves 
as to which paths lead toward renewal and which 
lead to fraternal suicide. Issues are not manu
factured out of whole cloth, they arise out of 
society and confront every organization in that 
society. To year after year debate issues that no 
longer arise out of society is fatal to any group.

Southern Baptists who make up the “Silent 
Majority” are aware of the issues that spring 
from contemporary society. And, most of them are 
also aware that renewal cannot come so long as 
these issues are forced into the background by 
misguided concern over issues of the past.

With every good wish, I am,
Sincerely,
Lowell E. Hock

To the Editor:
In recent years many comments in annual ses

sions of the Southern Baptist Convention have 
thrown suspicion on teachers—as if they are not 
really Southern Baptists. Some critics of teachers 
have made the points on the convention floor that 
they used to belong to some other religious group 
but are now Southern Baptists and that they want 
to uphold our historic position.

Most teachers in Southern Baptist seminaries— 
and colleges—are products of Southern Baptist 
churches, colleges, and seminaries. Few come from 
outside the convention.

It is somewhat disheartening to teachers to hear 
themselves criticized en masse in such way as 
to raise questions about their faith in Christ, their 
orthodoxy, their commitment to evangelism, their 
loyalty to Southern Baptist work, and their con
tact with churches and “grass-roots” Baptists—as if 
they live in ivory towers out of touch with Southern 
Baptists’ mainstream.

My experience will illustrate how close to 
Southern Baptist life most seminary professors are.

Born in a sharecropper’s home, I attended a 
quarter-time rural church, came under evangelistic 
preaching in brush arbor revivals, and moved to a 
small town where I was instructed, converted, bap
tized, called to the ministry, and ordained in the 
local church. As a youth I regularly scored 100 
per cent on the Sunday School’s six-point record 
and on BYPU’s (now TU’s) eight-point record. 
I began tithing as a teenager and became a Sun
day School teacher at age 19. i

After almost four years in the Marine Corps, I 
attended a Baptist university, took an active part 
in the Baptist Student Union, and spoke in youth 
revivals. I then attended a Southern Baptist semi
nary and learned, I trust, from eminent teachers, 
some of whose careers went back beyond World 
War I.

As a teacher in two Southern Baptist seminaries, 
I have signed two historic Baptist statements of 
faith—a statement prepared for and signed by 
every professor who has served on the faculty of 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary since 1859, 
and the Southern Baptist statement of 1925.

As student and interim pastor, I have served 
in rural churches, small town churches, college 
churches, suburban churches, urban churches, blue 
collar churches, white collar churches, and, more 
recently multi-colored collar churches—represent
ing Southern Baptists’ wide diversity.

Most seminary professors have a similar back
ground—but, of course, not an identical one. They 
are products of Southern Baptist life.

Sincerely,
Hugh Wamble,
Professor of Church History,
Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary

Thursday, July 9, 1970

Leadership Changes
First church, Cleveland, has called Rod

ney Van Dyke as minister of education and 
youth. A native of Birmingham, Ala., he is 
a graduate of Samford university, Birming
ham, and Southern Baptist Theological semi
nary, Louisville, Ky. with the MRE degree 
and has campleted most of his work toward 
the EED

Meridian church, Knoxville, has called 
David Whaley as director of education, 
music and youth. Wilson Lonas is pastor.

Glenn Gregg has resigned as pastor of 
Stock Creek church, Chilhowee association.

degree.

William Matthews Beene, of Columbus, 
Ohio, has joined the administrative staff of

Belmont college, Nash
ville, as director of stu
dent enlistment, accord
ing to Herbert C. Gab- 
hart, president. A native 
of Chattanooga, he has 
served as pastor of West
gate Baptist church in 
Columbus for the past 
four years. He formerly 
served as pastor of 
churches in Tennessee,

Beene Colorado, and Missouri.
Beene is a graduate of 

Carson-Newman college, Jefferson City, and 
Midwestern Baptist Theological seminary, 
Kansas City, Mo. The Beenes have three 
children.

First church, McKenzie, has called Miss 
Greta Massa, of Paducah, Ky., as summer 
youth director. O. M. Dangeau is pastor.

David Ralph Winn has been named di
rector of the data processing department at 
Belmont college, Nashville, acording to 
Herbert C. Gabhart, college president. Winn 
will also serve as an instructor in the busi
ness department, teaching principles of 
electronic data processing and computer pro
gramming. A former employee of the Bap
tist Sunday School Board of the Southern 
Baptist Convention for 10 years as a sys
tems staff supervisor, he is a member of 
the Date Processing Management Associa
tion and the Industrial Management Club. 
The Winns have three children.

Southwestern church, Holston associ
ation, has called Robert L. Richardson as 
pastor. Richardson comes to Tennessee 
from the position of director of religious 
activities, Campbellsville college, Ky. A na
tive of Kentucky, he is a graduate of How
ard college and Southern Baptist Theological 
seminary, Louisville, Ky. The Richardsons 
have three children: Michael, 11; Marsha, 
nine; and Sheryl, six.

Sunnyside church, Holston association, 
has called Henry Byrd as summer youth 
pastor. Gary Jennings is pastor.

David Chan (left) was ordained to the min
istry by the church of which he is pastor, 
Eternal Life Baptist Church in Singapore. 
Chan is the first Singaporean to be ordained 
as a result of 20 years of Southern Baptist 
mission work there. At right is Missionary 
Sidney P. Schmidt of the seminary faculty, 
who preached during the ordination service.

East Park church, Holston association, 
has called James Lee Tester as pastor. He 
formerly served as pastor in North Caro
lina. He comes to Tennessee from five 
and one-half years in Tampa, Fla. The 
Testers have five children.

Oak Hill church, Holston association, has 
called Judge Johnson as pastor. Johnson 
returns to the association from Big Creek 
church, Holston Valley association, where 
he served as pastor. The Johnsons have 
three children: Paula, 18; Jeffery, 16; and 
John Paul, four.

River Bend church, Holston association, 
has called Niles E. Kitzmiller as pastor. A 
native of Tennessee, he attended Carson- 
Newman college, Jefferson City and East 
Tennessee State university, Johnson City, 
and has served as pastor in Holston, Nola- 
chucky, and Jefferson County associations. 
The Kitzmillers have two children, Steph
anie, 10, and Mark, seven.

Battle Creek church, Springfield, has 
called Winburn Davis as pastor. He was 
formerly a member of First church, Erwin, 
Melvin Faulkner, pastor.

Cumberland church, Knoxville, has called 
David L. Drumel as pastor. He comes to 
Knoxville from Memphis where he served 
as assistant pastor of First church. A native 
of West Virginia, he is a graduate of Otter
bein college, Westerville, Ohio, and South
ern Baptist Theological seminary, Louisville, 
Ky. Mrs. Drumel is the former Mary Ann 
Sisk of Nashville.
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Rock Music on Evangelical Program 
Draws Some ‘Flak’ And Listeners

NEW YORK—The use of rock music to 
reach young people was the subject of sharp 
debate among conservative evangelicals here 
for a symposium sponsored by Trans World 
Radio.

“There’s going to be a lot of flak from 
Christian audiences saying it’s desecrating 
the Gospel,” said Ross Scott, producer of a 
weekly two-hour radio show. “But by your 
fruits you will know them.”

“Are kids listening to Christian broad
casts today?” he asked. “No. But we’ve 
seen them in droves coming to the Lord 
through the kind of programming we use.”

Scott, 30, played excerpts from his show 
in which he uses rock songs expressing re
ligious ideas, interviews with Christian en
tertainers, and his own comments about 
religion, in which he mixes the vocabulary 
of contemporary youth with the phraseology 
of conservative evangelicals.

He said that he used rock songs that 
were not specifically Christian but not those 
having a message opposed to Christian 
values. Many popular entertainers are pro
ducing songs with a religious message, he 
said, citing such figures as George Harrison 
of the Beatles.

“George Harrison doesn’t have a born-
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fiction, nonfiction. No fee for professional 
opinion. FREE: Brochures that show how your 
book can be published, promoted, sold; tips 
on writing, contracts. Write Dept. 12
EXPOSITION PRESS INC.
50 Jericho Turnpike, Jericho, N.Y. 11753 
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Ken lake Amphitheatre, Hardin, Ky. 42048

again experience yet,” he said, “but I be
lieve God has it in his plan for him.”

Some participants in the symposium ques
tioned the reality of conversions won 
through the use of rock music. “Kids can 
be entertained with this kind of music,” 
said one, “but when the message about 
Christ comes, they will turn off.”

They also questioned whether the work 
of non-Christian entertainers should be used 
on Christian broadcasts.

Ota Vozeh, Trans World representative 
in Prague, objected that Christians should 
not be so concerned with getting the masses 
to listen, but with winning individuals to 
Christ. Others said programs such as Mr. 
Scott’s were too much geared to entertain
ment, with not enough preaching. (RNS)

KNOXVILLE CHURCH SPONSORS 
GAMBLERS ANONYMOUS UNIT

KNOXVILLE, Tenn.—Magnolia Avenue 
Methodist church is sponsoring a Knoxville 
Chapter of Gamblers Anonymous in an ef
fort to help an estimated 500 “compulsive 
gamblers” in its area.

The project was undertaken at the re
quest of a onetime compulsive gambler 
from a nearby community—a high school 
classmate of the Rev. James Green, pastor 
at Magnolia Avenue.

Gamblers Anonymous is a fellowship de
signed along lines similar to Alcoholics 
Anonymous. Its primary aim is to foster 
group support for individuals who wish to 
stop gambling. (RNS)s

Cumberland Presbyterians 
Uphold NCC Membership

KNOXVILLE, Tenn.—Delegates to the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church General 
Assembly voted approximately 2 to 1 to 
continue the denomination’s affiliation with 
the National Council of Churches. Earlier, 
they had rejected a motion that would have 
ended the relationship.

The latter motion was defeated 65-45; 
the vote for affiliation was 75-30.

The anti-NCC resolution was introduced 
by the Rev. Bobby R. Parker, pastor of 
Bartholomew Cumberland Presbyterian 
church, Palestine, Ark., and signed by 12 
other ministers.

Controversy over the NCC affiliation has 
risen annually at General Assemblies and 
has always been resolved in favor of the 
membership.

Dr. H. Shaw Scates, stated clerk of the 
General Assembly, characterized the group 
opposing the NCC as “in opposition to any
thing that tends to be a social gospel. Many 
conservative ministers accuse the NCC of 
a number of evils, including being Com
munist.” (RNS)

Theological Assn, to Accept 
Membership of Jewish Schools

CLAREMONT, Calif. — The American 
Association of Theological Schools voted 
here to accept Jewish seminaries into its 
membership, it was announced at the AATS 
annual meeting at School of Theology here.

The official accrediting agency for 183 
Protestant, Catholic and Orthodox institu
tions also passed enabling legislation that 
recognizes “the right of member schools to 
move toward establishing programs for a 
professional doctorate” as a first profession
al degree.

Several member schools have already re
placed the traditional bachelor’s degree in 
theology (Bachelor of Divinity) with a 
doctorate.

However, the association recognized that 
Master of Divinity programs would be con
tinued in some schools as the degree pre
paring candidates for ordination. It strongly 
recommended that the bachelor’s degree be 
discontinued. (RNS)

Bishop Asks State to Confirm Right 
Of Deacon to Officiate at Marriages

CONCORD, N. H.—Because a clergy
man who “officiates” or “witnesses” at 
a marriage is also an officer of the state dur
ing that ceremony the Roman Catholic Dio
cese of Manchester has asked clarification 
of the authority of a deacon under New 
Hampshire law.

Deacons are now authorized to officiate 
at Catholic marriages, Bishop Ernest J. 
Primeau, head of the statewide diocese, 
noted in a letter to Secretary of State Robert 
L. Stark. (RNS)
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WHO IS A BAPTIST?
(One in a series)

The Divine Call of the Ministry
Wayne E. Ward, Professor of Theology

Southern Baptist Seminary

One of the most important characteristics 
of Baptists, and some others in the Free 
Church tradition, is their great emphasis 
upon the necessity for a divine call to the 
ministry. This grows out of the basic doc
trine of personal relationship to God, and 
it is expressed in the recognition of the 
divine call by the congregation when it or
dains a man to the ministry.

In much of Christendom, the ministry is 
self-perpetuating. It is an office, preserved 
by a supposedly unbroken historic succes
sion, existing alongside, or even independent 
of, the congregation. It is popular today to 
view the ministry as a profession, like law 
or medicine, in which a man may try his 
hand for a while to see if he likes it.

Baptist have always put so much emphasis 
upon the laymen that there has never been 
a very exalted official concept of the minis
try. All of the functions of the ministry have 
been and are performed by other members 
of the congregation: baptism, the Lord’s 
Supper, preaching, or any other. This is 
a valid New Testament emphasis, and it is 
encouraging to note that many other Chris
tian groups are beginning to discover the 
laity.

However, at the same time, Baptists have 
always recognized and highly valued the 
special gifts of the Spirit—pastors, evan
gelists, teachers, and others. In setting par
ticular persons apart for various ministries 
in the church, Baptists have insisted upon 
two things: evidence of a specific experience 
of divine calling to that ministry by the 
individual Christian, and confirmation of 
that gift by the congregation of which the 
person is a member.

viction that God has called one to serve as 
a minister of Christ in the church and in 
the world. How can young men and women 
respond to the calling of God to be pastors, 
missionaries, church musicians, educators, 
or any other ministry, if they do not hear 
divine calling emphasized in our churches? 
Though God alone can do the calling, we 
must “call out the called” in obedience to 
his command and train them for their mis
sion in the world.

It is important to remember that this 
calling is related to the congregation. “Lone 
Ranger-type” preachers are running all over 
the earth, and some of them are answerable 
to nobody—not even God. For the dis
cipline and responsibility of the ministry it 
is important to keep the congregational 
principle working. The congregation which 
ordains a man to the ministry should exer
cise the most responsible concern for him 
through his ministry. It should pray for him, 
keep in touch with him, and make sure that 
its witness to his spiritual gift of ministry 
is current. If moral collapse disqualifies him 
for the ministry, the congregation should 
revoke his ordination. We have often criti
cized congregations for taking new con
verts, “dipping them and dropping them.” 
They do even worse when they ordain them 
and drop them—in some cases to work 
havoc in the churches for a lifetime of com
pletely irresponsible and undisciplined 
charlatanry. A minister’s divine call to the 
ministry does not make him independent of 
the church which ordained him or the 
church which he serves. He is the servant 
of Christ for both—and for all the churches, 
and the world.

Melvin E. Torstrick (left), Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board associate secretary 
for missionary personnel, discusses with Mr. 
and Mrs. Don A. Reavis the responsibilities 
of Reavis’ new position with the board as 
a regional representative for missionary per
sonnel. Reavis, elected at the board’s June 
meeting, will be headquartered in Kansas 
City, Mo.

DR. MORRISON RESIGNS POST 
WITH UNITED PRESBYTERIAN BOARD

PE II ADELPHIA—Dr. William A. Mor
rison has resigned his post as general secre
tary of the United Presbyterian Board of 
Christian Education, effective Feb. 15, 1971. 
His duties will be assumed by Dr. James R. 
Gailey, associate general secretary.

Morrison said his resignation was 
prompted by a desire to free the denomina
tion to select the kind of leadership that will 
best fit the new structurings developing with
in it. He has served as general secretary 
since 1959. (RNS)

BAPTISTRIES-SPIRES
• Unit-Molded 

Fiberglass
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Tiedemann
Box 672 Dept JB, Muscatine, Iowa

Never was this emphasis more needed 
than it is today. Few things have contributed 
to the deadening hand of institutionalism in 
our churches like the “professional” view 
of the ministry. It is important to train min
isters in ways that are fully comparable to 
the academic and practical training of law
yers and doctors, but it is important to re
member that such training can be effective 
only if God has called and empowered the 
minister by his Holy Spirit.

One reason that there is a declining re
sponse of young men to the calling of the 
ministry today is that there is less emphasis 
by the ministers themselves upon their own 
experience of a divine call. Personal gifts, 
degrees, or social acceptability are often 
stressed more than the most important char
acteristic of all—the deep and abiding con-

ARE YOU | CALLED INTO FULL-TIME 
CHRISTIAN SERVICE?

Needing thorough training in Bible, homi
letics, church administration, evangelism, 
Christian history, religious education, church 
music, and related subjects?

Wanting these only in a 
Southern Baptist school?

But lacking either your high school or your college credits, or otherwise you 
prefer not to undertake the college and seminary route? BBI had 320 students, 
from 28 states, Cuba, and India, in 1969-70. They take a three-year, seminary
type course. Student wives pay no tuition.

SUMMER SESSION, MAY 25 - JUNE 19

BAPTIST BIBLE INSTITUTE
Uniquely planned for men 1306 College Drive
without college degrees Graceville, Florida 32440
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Church Music

YOUTH MUSIC CAMPS
By Frank Charton

Dr. James McKinney, head of South
western seminary’s School of Music, and 
Dr. Jerry Warren, Belmopt College Music 
department head, will be guest conductors 
for the 14th annual Tennessee Youth Music 
Camps, July 27-Aug. 1, and Aug. 3-8. This 
will be McKinney’s second appearance at 
Camp Carson and the first for Warren, who 
has just completed his first year at Belmont 
after a period of three years at Shorter col
lege, Rome, Ga.

Only teenagers with special interest in 
church music are invited to attend Music 
Camp. It is an exciting week of varied 
experiences in both vocal and instrumental 
music. Concerts are scheduled as the cli
max of each week at McCalla Avenue Bap
tist, Knoxville, July 31, and at First Baptist 
church, Jefferson City, Aug. 7 (7:30 p.m.). 
Guests are cordially invited for these pro
grams without charge.

CHURCH 
OFFICE

“Yes, I did pledge thirty-seven thousand 
dollars, and you’ll be getting my first 25 
installment sometime this month.’

Baptist Witness to Hindus 
In Indian Palace Gathering

BANGALORE, India—The Maharani of 
Mysore recently opened one of her Palaces 
to a party of Southern Baptists and Indian 
leaders for an afternoon of sacred music 
and socializing.

Dr. and Mrs. Richard H. Hellinger, 
Southern Baptist missionary associate here, 
has previously gained an audience with the 
Maharani and convinced her that it would 
be nice to have a concert in one of the 
palaces.

The Maharani, who was trained at the 
Julliard School of Music in New York, re
sponded favorably, and invitations went out 
to over 50 leaders of government and busi
ness and members of the royal family as 
well as the European and American commu
nities.

Claude Rhea, dean of the School of 
Music at Samford university, Birmingham, 
Ala.; had been invited to India by the

Nixon Ends Tax Exemption 
For Segregated Academies

WASHINGTON, D.C.—The Nixon Ad
ministration has directed the Internal Rev
enue Service to suspend tax exemptions of 
43 white segregated academies in Missis
sippi.

Enrolment at academies are said to have 
increased by 300 per cent since the U.S. 
Supreme Court’s desegregation decrees last 
Fall.

IRS was directed by the Administration to 
maintain the suspension until the schools 
demonstrate they are no longer being oper
ated to avoid desegregation in the public 
schools.

This action by the government was a 
reversal of an earlier position in which tax 
exemption to the private schools was de
fended as a form of “benevolent neutrality,” 
similar to allowing church property go un
taxed. A ban on tax-exempt status for 
segregated private schools in the North and 
South is now reported under consideration 
by President Nixon. An announcement is 
anticipated in early July (RNS)

Board Appoints Missionary Couple
ATLANTA—The Southern Baptist Home 

Mission Board recently appointed William 
and Judy Park, both of Texas, to career 
missionary status.

The Parks will attend language school in 
Guadalajara, Mexico before being appointed 
to a field of service.

Park is a graduate of Howard Payne col
lege, Brownwood, Tex., and holds a master 
of religious education from Southwestern 
Baptist Theological seminary, Fort Worth. 
(BP)

Baptist Mission to sing in concerts in con
nection with the 1970 Asia Baptist Evan
gelistic Campaigns.

Rhea and the Kellingers, who are from 
Orlando, Fla., and Mrs. Winston Crawley of 
Richmond, joined the other guests at the 
palace on the appointed afternoon. Mrs. 
Crawley wife of the Southern Baptist For
eign Mission Board’s overseas division direc
tor, was Rhea’s accompanist on the grand 
piano.

Rhea said later that he doubted that there ■ 
were any Christians there except the Bap
tists and U.S. aid personnel who are sta
tioned in Bangalore. “What an opportunity 
to give a full hour’s program in that splen
did palace,” he said. Present were not only 
the Maharani, who is a concert pianist, but 
her sister, the princess, the husband of the 
princess, and members of the highest caste 
in India. (BP)

Children's Homes

Ma rah — Elim
By James M. Gregg

Executive Director-Treasurer
Like the children of Israel in the wilder

ness, many of the precious children who 
come to us have previously come to Marah, 
a place of bitter and trying experiences. But 
even though these bitter waters lie in the 
very path of the Lord’s leading, they are 
educatory and not punitive. God com
manded Moses to cast a tree into the 
troubled, undrinkable waters and they be
came sweet immediately. “Bane and bless
ing, pain and pleasure, by the cross 
are sanctified.”

The very next stop for the children of 
Israel was Elim. In Exodus 15:27 we are 
told, “And they came to Elim, where were 
twelve wells of water, and threescore and 
ten palm trees.” By your help we try to 
make our Children’s Homes an “Elim” to 
delight the hearts and strengthen the faith 
of boys and girls who have been to too 
many “Marahs”. With joy we draw water 
out of God’s wells of blessings and satisfy 
hungry and thirsty children.

Thank you for your response since my 
last report to you on the Mother’s Day Of
fering. Through Wednesday, July 1, we re
ceived a total of $172,413.89. This is 
$7,361.78 above the same period last year. 
We thank you and bless the Lord for every 
gift which helps make our Homes real 
Elims.

NAVY CHAPLAIN KELLY RETIRES, 
SUCCEEDED BY UNITED METHODIST

WASHINGTON, D.C.—In an unprece
dented, colorful, full-dress ceremony, punc
tuated by cannon fire and underscored with 
sprightly martial music, Rear Adm. James 
W. Kelly handed over the reigns of the of
fice of Navy Chief of Chaplains to Rear 
Adm. Francis L. Garrett.

Chaplain Kelly, a Southern Baptist, had 
served as chief of chaplains since July 1, 
1965, retired July 1 after a tour of duty 
lasting 28 years. Chaplain Garrett, a United 
Methodist, is 51 and has 26 years of con
tinuous service in the Navy chaplaincy.

During the Change of Office and Retire
ment Ceremony at the Washington Navy 
Yard, Capt. John T. McLaughlin also re
tired as staff chaplain of the Washington 
Naval District. Chaplain McLaughlin, a 
Roman Catholic, was known as the Navy’s 
“Gray Shepherd”—the chaplain with the 
longest service in the corps.

Medals were awarded both retirees, the 
Distinguished Service Medal to Chaplain 
Kelly and the Meritorious Service Medal to 
Chaplain McLaughlin. (RNS)
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Annuity Board Extends GIP 
Deadline to October 1

DALLAS — The Southern Baptist An
nuity Board has extended the enrolment 
deadline for the Group Insurance Program 
to Oct. 1, according to the agency’s chief 
executive.

R. Alton Reed, executive secretary of 
the Board, said the new deadline allows 
prospective members and members cur
rently participating in the old Life Benefit 
Plan an extra 90 days to join or transfer 
without proving evidence of good health.

Reed said the Annuity Board asked the 
underwriting insurance company for the 
extension for two reasons.

First, the heavy volume of applications 
received right at the previous deadline of 
July 1, created such a backlog that it would 
have been impossible to process them on 
time.

Second, Reed said, the Board had re
ceived numerous inquiries from prospective 
members or their churches saying the old 
deadline did not allow them time to in
clude the cost of the insurance program 
in their current budgets.

CHRISTIAN LIFE COMMISSION, SBC

• No doubt there are many sociological 
and psychological explanations for the fact 
that young Americans are now dabbling in 
marijuana, LSD, amphetamines, heroin, and 
a host of other producers of the big turn
on. But an overridingly simple factor seems 
to be MONEY, greed for more of it, and 
easy access to too much of it on the part of 
young Americans. According to the Bureau 
of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs, a farmer 
in Turkey legally sells 10 kilograms (22 
lbs.) of raw opium for $165—but it can be 
blackmarketed for $350. Those 10 kilos 
produce one kilo of morphine base (or 
100% heroin) in France, selling for about 
$4000. Smuggled into the U.S., this heroin 
brings $25,000 from a wholesaler who 
adulterates it to produce 4 kilos of 25% 
heroin, which he sells to pushers for 
$75,000. Pushers further adulterate this 
heroin down to 6% and sell it on the street 
for $5 per 5-grain packet. Over 45,000 
packets make a total of $225,000 from the 
original 10 kilos of opium blackmarketed 
for a mere $350 in Turkey. Those colossal 
profits are possible because we Americans 
have reached a level of affluence where we 
can afford to indulge our stupidities. (Carl 
Rowan in The Atlanta Constitution, 
3/17/70)

(BP) Photo by Fon H. Scofield Jr.

PROGRAMS AIMED AT PLIGHT OF 
HUNGRY: R. Lee Bivins, Southern Baptist 
missionary, installs an irrigation pipe at the 
Baptist Village near Petah Tiqva, Israel. 
Farm work was begun there about 1953.

HMB Editorial Unit 
Names Hullum Assistant

ATLANTA—The Southern Baptist Home 
Mission Board recently approved the ap
pointment of Everett Hullum to its De
partment of Editorial Service.

Effective Aug. 1, Hullum will become 
assistant secretary of the Department. His 
responsibilities will include directing the 
Board’s news service and assisting Editor 
Walker L. Knight in the production of 
HOME MISSIONS magazine.

Speaking of the new staff member, 
Knight said: “Hullum brings a professional 
journalist’s skills and committed Christian’s 
insight into missions which uniquely equip 
him for a leadership role in communica
tions with the Home Mission Board.”

He replaces Dallas Lee who resigned a 
few months ago to complete a book on 
the late Clarence Jordan, founder of 
Koinonia Farm, an interracial community 
in south Georgia.

A native of Vicksburg, Miss., 28-year- 
old Hullum is a graduate of the University 
of Texas and has done graduate study in 
journalism at Syracuse university. (BP)

PIPE ORGAN AVAILABLE-Due to the in

stallation of a new and larger organ 

we have a 50 rank 4 manual Aeolian- 

Skinner pipe organ for sale. May be 

played and examined at least through 

July. Write or call First Baptist Church, 

Monument and Boulevard, Richmond, 

Va., 23220, Phone 703-355-8637.

Religion Around The World
Rev. and Mrs. Sydney L. Goldfinch, Sr., 

Southern Baptist missionaries to Costa Rica, 
were scheduled to arrive in the States June 
26 for furlough’Address: 485 Butler Ave., 
Jefferson City).

Rev. and Mrs. Henry D. Martin, Southern 
Baptist missionaries to Nigeria, are in the 
States on furlough (address: 883 Summer
shade Lane, Memphis 38116). He is a 
native of Stuart, Va., and she, the former 
Margaret McMullen, is a native of Sumner, 
Miss. They were appointed by the Foreign 
Mission Board in 1954.

Dr. and Mrs. L. Darrell Mullins, Southern 
Baptist missionaries to Indonesia, are sched
uled to arrive June 25 for furlough in the 
States (address: 146 E. Grande Ave., John
son City 37601). Bom in Dusty, Va., Mul
lins moved to Johnson City at an early age. 
Mrs. Mullins is the former Juanita Parks of 
Cocke County. They were appointed by the 
Foreign Mission Board in 1966.

Memphis Pastors 
Name Reynolds Head

Harlan F. Reynolds, pastor of the Cal
vary Baptist church, Memphis, is the new 
president of the Memphis Baptist Pastors’ 
Conference.

Other officers include: David Sparrow, 
education director, Eudora church, vice 
president; Floyd Simmons, pastor, Elliston 
Avenue church, program chairman; Lynn 
Blair, minister of music, Ardmore church, 
music director; and James Pace, pastor, 
Fisherville church, secretary-treasurer.

“Baptists Who Know, Care” 
Church members will support Baptist 
work in Tennessee and around the 
world if they are informed of the 
needs by reading the BAPTIST AND 
REFLECTOR.

Equitable Church 
Builders, Inc.

Proven method and 
professional service assures 
the greatest beauty, 
function, and economy 
in your new building.

For more information 
write or call collect 
today.

P. 0. Box 8956
Nashville, Tennessee A.C. 615/244-1663
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Sunday School Lesson for July 12, 1970—By W. R. White 
Life and Work Series

Interpreter of the True God
Basic Passages: 2 Kings 5:1-19; Isaiah 49:1-7
Focal Passage: 2 Kings 5:8-15

All of us who acclaim a religious profes
sion are either silent or vocal interpreters 
of that faith or both. What we are and 
what wo do become inevitable interpreta
tions.

The pagans had their gods galore. Each 
country had its dominant deity. They 
thought of Israel as having a special deity. 
They thought of him as just another god. 
The spiritual remnant and the prophets in 
Israel strongly maintained that Jehovah God 
was one and the only one who was also 
Lord of all the earth.

The commander in chief of the Syrian 
army was evidently a man of great ability. 
The king relied on him. Unfortunately 
Naaman was a leper. This cast a shadow 
over everything in the regal household.

A captive maid from Israel shared the 
good news of the hope of his healing 
through the God of Israel mediated by His 
prophet. The ruler of Syria made plans to 
see that his trusted military leader should 
get in touch with the prophet.

GOING TO THE WRONG SOURCE
FOR HELP 2 Kings 5:8

The prophets and seers of Israel were far 
more independent of the crown than was 
true in pagan nations. They were not to 
be found hanging around the royal court un
less they had a special mission there.

Naturally, the king of Damascus as
sumed that the prophet of Israel would be 
at the palace of the king. He sent Naaman 
with lavish gifts of gold, silver, and gor
geous garments. The king was frightened 
and frustrated because he knew that he had 
no gift of healing as a prophet. He rent 
his clothes in utter dismay. Elijah dis
patched a message to the king advising that 
he send Naaman to him.

THE PROPHET CAME TO THE RESCUE
2 Kings 5:9-10

The great prophet of Israel did not stand 
in awe of dignitaries. They had a way of 
encouraging men of pomp and power to be 
very humble before Jehovah.

Naaman with his impressive array or 
retinue of associates stood before the resi
dence of the prophet of God waiting for the 
proper reception due men of their echelon. 
This did not impress Elisha.

He very calmly and unceremoniously sent 
his messenger with full instructions for the 
great leader afflicted with leprosy.

This enraged Naaman. His pride was 
deeply wounded. He expected Elisha to 
come out with a wave of the hand and a 
prayer to invoke the healing power of 
Jehovah. He was disappointed that there 
was not more ceremony and fanfare.

To be asked to dip himself in the murky 
Jordan was an insult. Did he not have the 
beautiful stream of his own country? He 
started back toward his own land in a 
seething rage.

A SAVING SOBER SECOND THOUGHT 
2 Kings 5:13-14

So often our first reactions are unsound. 
Frequently more mature second thoughts 
are much better. Naaman was about to 
forfeit his whole future due to the influence 
of his pride and preconceived ideas.

His servants used some timely logic to 
dissuade him from his course of folly. In 
fact he completely reversed himself.

He went and dipped himself three times 
in the Jordan. He was marvelously healed. 
Instead of the diseased flesh of the leper 
his flesh became like the clean tender 
flesh of a child.

Naaman repented. He completely re
versed his thinking and attitude. He be
lieved. He took the prophet at his word. 
He proved his repentance and faith by 
obeying instructions. True repentance and 
faith issue in action.
THE MAID AND THE PHOPHET

We have two true interpreters of God 
in our lesson. The young maiden and the 
staunch prophet.

The maid was a captive in the land of 
the enemy. She could have been resentful 
and bitter. She could have been sullen and 
silent. Instead she was sensitive and sym
pathetic. She had some knowledge which 
was priceless. Instead of harboring it she 
shared it.

We have a great prophet who was no 
respecter of persons but a man of great 
compassion. He knew how to deal with the 
situation according to the nature of the 
man involved. He had the courage to follow 
his conviction as the Lord led him. Both 
he and the maid were good interpreters 
of the true and living God.

A fresh, genuine scriptural interpretation 
of the God revealed in Christ is imperative 
for our day. Each professing Christian 
is interpreting or misinterpreting Him. This 
is the awesome fact that confronts us on 
every side.

Perhaps America is misjudged and mis
interpreted more because of the conduct and 
spirit of tourists than for any other rea
son. Both democracy and Christianity are 
discredited because of this. Rarely ever 
do we put forward our best foot to the 
world.

Well-fixed habits of Christian behavior 
should be so developed that we act auto
matically in the proper way. Yes, crises

Foundation

USE INSURANCE FOR THE 
LORD

By Jonas L. Stewart 
Executive Secretary-Treasurer

Insurance has been used for ages to pro
vide for loved ones after death. Some peo
ple have made the Lord the beneficiary of 
their insurance policy. Why not? They love 
the Lord. They propose to be in Kingdom 
service. They provide for the interest of 
others, why not provide for the welfare of 
the Lord’s work?

This can be done by making the Tennes
see Baptist Foundation the beneficiary of an 
insurance policy. A trust agreement can be 
prepared specifying the terms by which pro
ceeds are to be handled. The funds would 
remain in trust forever with the income go
ing to the Christian Cause designated by the 
insured.

Many people have insurance policies 
which were taken out years ago to provide 
for minor children or for loved ones now 
deceased. The beneficiary could easily be 
changed to the Tennessee Baptist Founda
tion.

This can also be a tax saving. It would be 
eliminated from estate tax at the death of 
the insured. He can take an income tax de
duction on premiums paid if the Foundation 
is made the owner of the policy. He can 
also take another income tax deduction in 
the amount of the cash value of the policy. 
Specific cases could be checked out without 
cost.

Many people could do much for the 
Lord’s Cause through existing or new in
surance policies. Write Tennessee Baptist 
Foundation, Dr. Jonas L. Stewart, Executive 
Secretary, Brentwood, Tennessee, Box 647, 
or call 615-833-4220, for more information.

VOLPE REJECTS AID FOR
ROAD TO SMITH PROJECT

WASHINGTON, D.C.—A bid for $183,- 
000 in federal funds to improve a road 
leading to Gerald L. K. Smith’s “sacred 
projects” at Eureka Springs, Ark., has been 
rejected.

A spokesman for Secretary of Transpor
tation John A. Volpe said that the aid was 
denied “because it was a marginal project 
at best.”

Announcement of the plan to seek fed
eral aid to improve the 2.5 miles of county 
road was made in late 1969 and generated 
considerable controversy.

Groups opposing the proposal have con
demned Mr. Smith’s views as anti-Semitic. 
They objected to the use of federal funds 
to improve the road which leads to his 
“Christ of the Ozarks” statue and the site 
of his “Great Passion Play.” (RNS)

will arrive on a tour which do not confront 
us in normal life. We should anticipate this 
and be prepared for it. Certain guidelines 
and objectives should be adopted and 
with strong convictions.
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By W. Fred Kendall

Kendall

Several weeks ago I wrote two columns 
on prayer. For a long time I have felt 
very strongly that only as Christians who 

have a dynamic faith in 
the promises and power 
of God returned to a 
great era of prayer 
would we ever have a 
spiritual awakening and 
revival which we must 
have.

It was a real joy to see 
the news which has just 
come to my desk through 
the Baptist Press that our 
new Southern Baptist 
Convention President,

Dr. Carl E. Bates, has written to President 
Richard M. Nixon urging him to proclaim 
July 18-19 as “special days of prayer for 
spiritual awakening in our nation.” Dr. 
Bates has also issued a statement asking 
churches in all 50 states to observe a 24- 
hour period of prayer beginning at mid
night July 18 and closing at midnight 
July 19. His statement urges the churches 
“to remain open for prayer in the interest 
of a spiritual awakening in our nation.”

The Baptist World Alliance will be in 
progress in Tokyo at that time, and they 
will be in prayer for the Baptist witness 
around the world. This is an urgent plea 
and it would be such a challenge if our 
President could see fit to call the whole 
nation to prayer. Our problems are so 
many, and so many of them are spiritual 
problems.

The churches of the Southern Baptist 
Convention certainly do not have to wait on 
the President to make such a call to the 
nation. Since our newly-elected President 
of our Convention has urged Southern Bap
tist churches to unite in such a prayer 
effort, I want to urge all Tennessee Baptists 
to make every effort to make this time of 
prayer a real one. So many times the 
leadership of our Convention is criticized 
and so much negative criticism is hurled 
at “the establishment.” This is one time 
when every one can unite behind a great 
spiritual leader and bring the power of 
prayer back into the center of our church 
life, and we believe it can open the door 
to the spiritual awakening which we need. 
God is not dead. He is not a respecter of 
one generation over another. He has 
brought revivals and reformations and spir
itual awakenings in the past. He will do 
it again.

Southern Baptists have often used II 
Chron. 7:14 in our revivals and evangelistic 
crusades. Solomon was dedicating the tem
ple in Jerusalem when this promise was 
made. It is a great promise of God to hear

On Matters of

By Dr. B. David Edens, 
Director, Marriage and 
Family Program 
Stephens College 
Columbia, Missouri 65201

Authorities Foresee Rise in 
Heroin Users

A nation still upset over the growth of 
the “grass” habit may soon be confronted 
with an epidemic of heroin-use among its 
school children, narcotics authorities agreed 
here at a seminar on student drug abuse held 
by Dynatex advanced Education Institute.

“If you think your problem with heroin is 
serious now, just wait, because at the rate 
we’re going within a couple of years every 
high school and every college in the coun
try will be inundated by heroin,” said Dr. 
Donald H. Louria, pres, of the New 
York State Council on Drug Addiction.

Admitting that he was “flabbergasted by 
this,” Louria stressed that “all of a sudden, 
unpredictably, this dangerous, addictive 
drug has grown in frightening popularity.”

Other concerned specialists feared that 
heroin would become a fad among pre
teeners. The coordinator of the drug abuse 
seminar, educator Dominic Allagia, said 
that “drugs are moving so fast through 
junior high and elementary school that I 
don’t think there’s any question that within 
a year or two, from 40 to 60% of the 
elementary students will be frequent users, 
not only of marijuana but of harder, addic
tive drugs.”

Whether heroin use will reach epidemic 
proportions or not, the sharp rise in the 
number of very young users recorded in 
N. Y. and other metropolitan areas is lead
ing narcotics authorities, educators, child 
psychologists and psychiatrists in major U. 
S. cities to brace themselves for a siege of 
sickness.

The shocking fact that the new heroin 
addict is so young and, increasingly, so 
middle-class, is matched by the shocking 
truth that the new heroin pusher is apt to 
be as young—and often as middle-class— 
as his or her customers, narcotics authori
ties have pointed out. An additional irony 
is the theory that kids are turning to heroin 
because the Government has almost cut off 
their supply of “grass.”

prayers of true repentance and confession 
of sin. It promises forgiveness and healing 
of the nation. It is what we need in this 
present hour.

If nothing prevents it I will be in Japan 
at this time, but I will be much in prayer for 
our country and for the work of our Con
vention and our churches. How many will 
join me in accepting the appeal of Dr. 
Bates?

Historically
From the files

50 YEARSUGO
As the result of a survey of the mis

sion fields in Europe and the Near 
East, the Foreign Mission Board of 
the Southern Baptist Convention has 
decided to send fraternal representa
tives to annual Baptist assemblies and 
the churches of Europe and other 
foreign countries from time to time 
as the need seems to justify. In keep
ing with this policy, secretary J. F. 
Love and George W. Truett leave 
within a few days for London as the 
representatives of the Foreign Mission 
Board at the meeting of the executive 
committee of the Baptist World Alli
ance.

20 YEARS AGO
Loyd Corder, of San Antonio, 

Texas, was named secretary of the 
department of direct missions of the 
Home Mission Board of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, Atlanta, Ga. Cor
der formerly served as superintendent 
of work among the Spanish speaking 
people in the states.

10 YEARS AGO
Dwight D. Eisenhower, president of 

the United States, and Chiang Kai- 
shek, president of the Republic of 
China, took time from their talks in 
Taipei, Taiwan (Formosa), capital of 
free China, to attend worship services 
at Grace Baptist church. The message, 
“Faith to Move Mountains,” was 
brought by president Chiang’s pastor, 
Dr. Leon Chow, who is also a teacher 
at the Taiwan Baptist Theological 
seminary in Taipei.

Personal Evangelism 
Materials Offered

A task force on personal evangelism 
meeting in Atlanta on the need for a 
strategy and materials for personal evange
lism called for a “new and revolutionary 
thrust in lay witnessing to evangelize this 
generation for Christ.” Growing out of the 
work of this task force is a new set of ma
terials and a new strategy for lay witnessing.

The materials are being published by 
Broadman Press for the Division of Evan
gelism of the Home Mission Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention and the 
Church Training department of the Baptist 
Sunday School Board of the Southern Bap
tist Convention. The materials are being 
published under the title WIN (Witness In
volvement Now) and will be identified only 
by the author’s name and publisher.
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Belmont College Sets 
Record $1,947,445 Budget

The Belmont College Board of Trustees 
has approved the largest annual operational 
budget in the history of the school for 
1970-71—$1,947,445.

The 27-member board of trustees heard 
committee reports from H. Jere Huey, chair
man of the finance, audit and budget com
mittee, and J. Sam Ridley, chairman of the 
policy and personnel committee. Fred D. 
Wright is chairman of the board of trus
tees.

Dr. Herbert C. Gabhart, college presi
dent, included in his report the approval of 
a leave of absence for Miss F. Janet Wilson, 
associate professor of English, for a year’s 
study in residency at Oxford university, Ox
ford, England, where she will pursue a 
course of study and research leading to the 
doctor of philosophy degree.

Dr. Gabhart also announced that the col
lege had been named one of the beneficiaries 
in the will of the late Miss Annie Z. Walker, 
of Franklin, Tenn., in the amount of ap
proximately $60,000.

Sunday School

Orientation Sessions
By Wendell Price

Orientation sessions for associational Sun
day School Directors and Superintendents of 
Missions in West and Middle Tennessee will 
be held July 9 and 10. The session July 9 
will be at Calvary church, Jackson, with 
leaders from 19 associations expected to at
tend.

On July 10, representatives from 21 as
sociations will meet at the First Baptist 
church, Donelson. The sessions begin at 
11:30 a.m. and conclude at 4 p.m.

A similar conference for East Tennessee 
was to be held July 7 at First Baptist, Mary
ville.

Conference leaders include Wendell Price, 
Secretary of the Sunday School department 
of the Tennessee Baptist Convention, and 
Doyle Oliver, director of preschool work in 
the Sunday School department.

Purpose of the sessions is to provide in
formation concerning new materials and re
sources, to preview the 1970-71 Sunday 
School program and to review the work of 
the past year.

'WHISKEY AT THE WHEEL7 
MAKES BEST SELLER LIST

NASHVILLE—“Whiskey at the Wheel,” 
a recent Broadman Press release by J. 
Marse Grant, made the best seller list for 
May in the “Christian Bookseller” maga
zine, a trade publication serving the reli
gious book industry.

The book was listed in 12th place as the 
result of a survey of book stores represent
ing independent, denominational and gen
eral book stores located throughout the 
country.
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