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Carson-Newman College
Carson-Newman college’s new Fite 

Administration Building (top) has 
been named for former president 
and Mrs. D. Harley Fite in recog
nition of 19 years of service to the 
school, and will be opened officially 
Oct. 8. Henderson Hall (bottom), a 
memorial to the late Dr. John T. 
Henderson, former trustee, presi
dent, and teacher at Carson-New
man. President John A. Fincher is 
shown at right.



A Hitchhiker’s Sermon
By Herschel H. Hobbs

“Then Philip opened his mouth, and be.- 
gan at the same scripture, and preached 
unto him Jesus”—Acts 8:35.

Philip was directed of the Holy Spirit to 
leave a revival situation in the city of Sa
maria to go to a lonely road crossing a 
desert. The Spirit works as He wills. The 
evangel arrived at this road and saw an 
Ethiopian eunuch coming along in a chariot. 
He evidently had been to Jerusalem to wor
ship. Since he was a eunuch there is some 
question that he was a Jewish proselyte. 
But without question he was a non-Jew 
who worshipped Jehovah.

He was reading from the prophecy of 
Isaiah (53:7cf.). The same Spirit who ar
ranged this meeting also guided the eunuch 
to this passage. Through an interchange 
Philip was asked to ride in the chariot. So 
as they went along the eunuch asked him 
to explain the passage of scripture.

Some interpreters regard Isaiah 53 as 
describing either the prophet himself or 
the nation Israel (cf. v. 34). But there is 
no event in history which fulfils this pas
sage regarding either.

From this scripture Philip “preached unto 
him Jesus.” He showed how it was fulfilled 
in His redemptive work. And the eunuch 
was saved by believing in Him. Though
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verse 37 is not found in the best manu
scripts, the sense is present in the account. 
This hitchhiker won his host to Jesus.

Several years ago on Sunday morning a 
man was driving south from Mexico City. 
He happened to tune his car radio to a 
station broadcasting “The Baptist Hour.” 
The message was the simple plan of salva
tion. Since the man was studying English 
he listened. Later he said that, though a 
religious man, he had never heard that mes
sage in his life.

Later that day he was returning to Mex
ico City. He gave a ride to a young man 
who was a Baptist missionary. Upon learn
ing the missionary’s identity he asked him 
to tell him how to be saved. Soon he re
ceived Christ. Later he wrote the Southern 
Baptist Radio and Television Commission 
to tell of his experience, asking prayer that 
he might win his wife. Soon another letter 
came saying that he had done so.

Philip was in the first century. The mis
sionary was in the twentieth century. Both 
were hitchhikers. And both were used by 
the Holy Spirit.

pulpit Cu Jeiu
By Jim Griffith

In a downtown Minneapolis 
church, women now serve as ushers, 
showing people to their seats, and 
taking the collection—a role tradi
tionally reserved for men.

No doubt, the ladies can do a bet
ter job of receiving the offering. There 
hasn’t been a woman born who can’t 
get money out of a man.

(It is said that women control 80 
per cent of the world’s wealth which 
is surprising. There are some men 
who thought they controlled all of it.)

The lady usher can also deal with 
the female churchgoers whose per
sonal “thermostats” do not agree with 
church thermostats by saying, as only 
a woman can say to another woman: 
“You think it’s too cool—well, we 
always advise ‘older’ women to wear 
shawls.” That ought to warm them 
up.

Moreover, if anyone can get peo
ple off the back pew and down front, 
lady ushers can do it. As one fellow 
churchgoer said: “Women ought to 
be great at ushering—my wife has 
been telling me where to sit for 
years.”

Devotional

Our Task Today
By Teddy Evans, Missionary, Big Hatchie 

Association, Henning, Tenn.
What is the church’s task today? We 

hear such statements as: “Discovering The 
Church’s Mission In This Modern World” 
and “Defining Our Objective In This Space 
Age”. However, the New Testament has 
stated in no uncertain terms the church’s 
mission, Matt. 28:18-20. It is not a ques
tion of defining our objective but a return 
to the stated purpose in the Word of God. 
Briefly it is to make and baptize disciples 
and teach them obedience to God’s will.

We must return to those essentials that 
make Christianity unique. There must be 
a new and fresh commitment to the basic 
truths of the Christian Faith; that body of 
truth that underlies the religious system 
that we call Christian. And to the disciples 
of the first century these truths all centered 
in Jesus Christ.

To these early Christians Jesus was the 
fulfillment of the Old Testament Scrip
tures. He was the ‘promised one’, the Mes
siah. To them Jesus Christ was the Son of 
God working out the purposes of His Heav
enly Father. Jesus is the way, the truth, 
and the life as they saw it.

However, to these men of the first cen
tury Jesus was more than the Son of God. 
He was the most attractive, dynamic per
son they had ever seen. They gave strong 
emphasis to that matchless life that was 
absolutely free of ambition, covetousness, 
and fear. Jesus was good but not pious, re
ligious but no fanatical, orthodox but not 
intolerant, righteous but not self-righteous. 
No temptation in this World ever perverted 
His sense of right and wrong. In a time of 
social, religious, and racial animosity His 
love reached out to the unlovely, the for
gotten, the sinful, the racially despised, the 
religious and irreligious.

For the early disciples basic to their task 
was the simple proclamation of the work 
and person of Jesus Christ. Likewise our 
task is to present Christ as the Bible pre
sents Him. It is not necessary to work up 
projects for our people to do. Leading 
people to know Christ as both Saviour and 
Lord is task enough!
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East Tennessee Preachers' School Held on Carson-Newman Campus
PARTICIPANTS IN EAST TENNESSEE PREACHERS' SCHOOL, JEFFERSON CITY

The 42nd annual East Tennessee Preach
ers’ School was held on the campus of Car
son-Newman college, Jefferson City with 
204 enroled, representing 26 associations, 
according to Nat C. Bettis, school director. 
Bettis serves as director of Extension and 

associate professor of Religion at Carson- 
Newman.

The East Tennessee school has met an
nually on the Carson-Newman campus since 
1929 except for two years during World War 
II when facilities were not available due to 
an armed forces program. During this time 

the school met on the campus of Harrison- 
Chilhowee academy at Seymour.

Seventy-five persons have received the 25 
course certificate for participation since 
1962, nine of which received the award dur
ing graduate exercises at the close of this 
year’s school.

Public Relations Aide 
Is Elected By FMB

Richard M. Styles of Albuquerque, N. 
M., was elected public relations consultant 
for the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board during its July meeting.

He is expected to begin his duties with 
the board around Sept. 1, coordinating the 

public relations function 
of the mission support 
division under the super
vision of division direc
tor Jesse C. Fletcher.

Styles, a 35-year-old 
Baptist layman and dea
con, directed the board’s 
training session for mis
sionary journeyman at 
Meredith college, Ra
leigh, N.C., this sum-

Styles mer. He has assisted in 
journeyman training ev

ery summer since its inception in 1965, 
serving that year as director of language 
studies.

For five years he directed development 
and public relations at Virginia Intermont

Archbishop Sheen Says Man 
Replaces Love With Eroticism

TORONTO, Ont.—The spiritual aspects 
of love have been replaced for 20th Cen
tury man by eroticism, Roman Catholic 
Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen, formerly head 
of the Rochester, N.Y., diocese, said here.

He told 1200 delegates to the 71st annual 
congress of the National Retail Hardware 
Association: “We’re not in love with the 
person; we’re in love with the thrill. The 
value of the person has been lost.”

Archbishop Sheen referred to Greek my
thology and blamed Freud for removing the 
spiritual aspect from Eros, the Greek word 
for physical and spiritual love, and making 
it the equivalent of sex.

He said the other forms of love are broth
erly love, or compassion for the unloveable, 
and “the kind of love that is willing to sacri
fice itself completely—even when it’s hated 
or ignored.” (RNS)

college, Bristol. In that capacity he pro
vided a liaison between the Foreign Mission 
Board and Virginia Intermont for the sum-

Brotherhood Editor Named To 
San Antonio Magazine Post

SAN ANTONIO—Roddy Stinson, edi
tor of two magazines for men published 
by the Southern Baptist Brotherhood Com
mission in Memphis, has been named edi
tor of San Antonio, monthly magazine of 
the Chamber of Commerce here.

Stinson, 29, has edited Baptist Men’s 
Journal and Guide since 1966. He joined 
the SBC Brotherhood Commission in 1964 
as assistant editor of the Royal Ambassa
dor boys’ magazines, Ambassador Life and 
Ambassador Leader.

Stinson has won three first place news 
and feature writing awards in national 
competition of the Baptist Public Relations 
Association, and an issue of the Baptist 
Men’s Journal which he edits won top hon
ors in the organization’s competition to 
select the outstanding single issue of a 
Baptist-produced magazine in 1968. (BP) 

mers that journeyman training was held on 
that campus. (FMB Release)
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EDITORIALS_________
Heavy Indebtedness

A comparative study of church debt in relation to 
church property and total gifts among Southern Baptists 
is—or should be—of concern to mission-minded Chris
tians in Tennessee Baptist churches.

The study, prepared by the Sunday School Board, is for 
the years 1967 and 1969. Estimated total church in
debtedness for SBC churches for 1969 was $870,271,234. 
Interest ALONE on this amount was estimated (at 6 per 
cent) to be $52,216,274 EACH YEAR. Total gifts by 
Southern Baptist churches for 1969 totaled $842,707,390, 
or slightly less than the total debt!

In 1967, indebtedness was $823,524,620. Approxi
mately half the churches in fellowship with the SBC have 
some debt.

For Tennessee, in 1969, total church debt was $59,- 
438,609 on property valued at $277,640,229. Total gifts 
by Tennessee Baptists for the same year were set at 
$58,797,580, less than our indebtedness. The percentage 
of indebtedness in relation to property values was 21.49. 
Interest paid by Tennessee Baptist churches in 1969 on 
their indebtedness (at 6 per cent) would come to $3,- 
566,316.54! This is about half of the total gifts for all 
mission, education, and benevolent causes outside the 
local church in Tennessee and around the world!

There may be no answer on the horizon. But when 
Southern Baptists and Tennessee Baptists have indebted
ness in these proportions, and when they pay interest in 
these amounts, we could at least wish there were some way 
for this money to be used for Kingdom causes. Granted, 
the argument that building a church facility is Kingdom 
advancement—we don’t disagree with this—this is a lot 
of interest for Baptists to pay when needs are so acute. 
And take it any way you wish, $870,271,234 is a tre
mendous indebtedness for churches in the Southern Bap
tist Convention!

Americans United Files Suit
Americans United for Separation of Church and State 

has filed a lawsuit charging the Internal Revenue Service 
“with using its power of canceling tax exemptions to 
silence and drive out of business small organizations with 
whose position it disagrees.”

Baptists will recall that tax exemption privileges for this 
group were cancelled some months ago. There would 

■ appear to be some inequity at this point in the cancella
tion of the privileges for Americans United. It is a fact 

that similar privileges for other groups, including groups 
of the Roman Catholic church have not been cancelled. 
To us, much of the activities of some church-related 
groups is outright lobbying, and in a sense pressure poli
tics. If the tax exempt status for Americans United is to 
be revoked—as has been done—then it would seem that 
the same should be done for all other such groups. If 
not, then we could wish that the tax exempt status for 
Americans United might be restored.

Outcome of the suit will be awaited with interest.

Better Get Used To It
Printed elsewhere in this week’s Baptist And Reflector 

is a listing of suggested terminology for Sunday School 
Officers under the 70/70 plan. We print the entire listing, 
because we believe that Tennessee Baptists will wish to 
become acquainted in detail with the new names. If we are 
going to use them, we might as well get used to them, and 
that right soon.

GOD’S TIME CLOCK

i

"YOU MUST FACE THE FACT: 
THE FINAL AGE OF THIS 
WORLD IS TO BE A TIME OF 
TROUBLES. MEN WILL LOVE 
NOTHING BUT MONEY AND 
SELF; THEY WILL BE ARRO
GANT, BOASTFUL AND ABU
SIVE ; WITH NO RESPECT FOR 
PARENTS, NO GRATITUDE, NO 
PIETY, NO NATURAL AFFECTION) 
THEY WILL BE IMPLACABLE 
IN THEIR HATREDS, SCANDAL
MONGERS, INTEMPERATE AND 
FIERCE, STRANGERS TO ALL 
GOODNESS, TRAITORS, ADVEN
TURERS SWOLLEN WITH SELF- 
IMPORTANCE.THEY WILL BE 
MEN WHO PUT PLEASURE 
IN THE PLACE OF GOD, MEN 
WHO PRESERVE THE OUT
WARD FORM OF RELIGION, 
BLIT ARE A STANDING DENIAL 
OF ITS REALITY. "
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SBC Cooperative Program 
Up Two Per Cent Over 1969

NASHVILLE—Contributions through 
the Southern Baptist Convention’s Coop
erative Program unified budget for world 
missions were up 2.01 per cent for the first 
seven months of 1970 compared to the 
same period in 1969, a monthly financial 
report disclosed here.

Total Cooperative Program contribu
tions for 1970 reached nearly $16.7 mil
lion, compared to $16.3 million for the 
same period in 1969, said the report pre
pared by the denomination’s Executive 
C ommittee.

The $16.7 million represents an increase 
of $329,213, or 2.01 per cent for the year.

John H. Williams, financial planning 
secretary for the Executive Committee, said 
that contributions in July, 1970, repre
sented the highest amount of world mis
sions support for any July in the denomi
nation’s history.

Cooperative Program contributions for 
July totalled $2.4 million, an increase of 
about .95 per cent over gifts during July 
of 1969. Williams said the increase was in 
effect far more significant since one major 
state sent its July and August checks all 
during the month of July in 1969, making 
those figures higher than they actually 
should have been.

Designated gifts to specific world mis
sions causes during the first seven months 
of 1970 stayed at about the same level as 
the 1969 designations, with $20.9 million

Utah Baptists End First
Major Crusade 'Successfully'

SALT LAKE CITY—Southern Baptists 
in Utah concluded their first major evange
listic crusade in the Salt Palace here, re
porting total attendance of more than 6000 
for the week and more than 300 total de
cisions.

Officials of the convention called the 
crusade a “tremendous success” in an area 
where Baptists are virtually unknown to 
the general public.

C. E. Autrey, retired head of the evange
lism division for the Southern Baptist 
Home Mission Board, Atlanta, was the 
evangelist for the week-long crusade.

Thirty-five Southern Baptist churches in 
the area participated in the crusade, the 
first major evangelistic effort by Baptists 
in the state. Among the 300 decisions were 
45 professions of faith.

One staff member for the Utah-Idaho 
Baptist Convention called the crusade a 
“major breakthrough” for the convention’s 
work. “To most people, this wouldn’t seem 
like much, but to those of us in a state 
where Baptists are so much a minority, it 
was a thrilling experience,” the spokesman 
said. (BP)

given to specific designated mission causes 
so far. This is an increase of $10,429 or .05 
per cent over designations for the same 
period in 1969.

In overall world mission gifts (Coopera
tive Program and designated gifts com
bined), the total for 1970 reached $37.6 
million, an increase of .91 per cent or 
$339,643 over the 1969 grand total gifts.

The monthly financial report reflects 
contributions to national and world mis
sions efforts of the Southern Baptist Con
vention, and does not include amounts 
given to support local and state mission 
causes of Baptists. (BP)

Days of Foreign Missionaries 
Limited in India Says Baptist

GREEN LAKE, Wis.—A missionary who 
has returned home after 24 years’ service 
in India predicted here that all Western 
missionaries will be gone from that Asian 
country within a few years.

“Under pressure from anti-Western and 
anti-Christian bodies, the government has 
consistently reduced the number of foreign 
missionaries over the past few years,” said 
the Rev. C. Louis Kau in an interview at 
the American Baptist Assembly here. Kau 
and his wife spent the month of July at the 
assembly as missionaries in residence.

“Perhaps the most tension-filled prob
lem,” Kau said, “has been for the mission
ary staff to realize that the time is past 
for us to retain administrative responsibility 
in school, church, or general organization.” 
(RNS)

Children and Children’s Homes leaders 
eat a meal in the new cottage built on the 
campus of the home in Chattanooga. Rich
ard Johnson serves as superintendent.

HuberJ B. Smothers Named
Harrison-Chilhowee President

SMOTHERS
Hubert B. Smothers, director of the Serv

ice Division of the Baptist Sunday School 
Board of the Southern Baptist Convention 
for the past four years, has been named 
president of Harrison-Chilhowee academy, 
Seymour, by the school’s board of trus
tees. Smothers succeeds Charles C. Lem
ons, president of the academy for 10 years, 
who requested that his status as president 
be changed to some other position with the 
school.

A native of Trenton, Smothers attended 
Harrison-Chilhowee, Cumberland universi
ty, Lebanon where he received the B.A. 
degree, and George Peabody college, Nash
ville, where he received the M.A. degree.

Smothers has served as coach-teacher at 
Greenbrier High school, admission coun
selor, Shorter college, Rome, Ga., director 
of Public Relations, Belmont college, Nash
ville, and director of student enlistment at 
Belmont. He is also a member of the local 
chapter of Fellowship of Christian Ath
letes.

Mrs. Smothers is the former Earlene 
Jones, of Nashville, and they have six chil
dren.

Anti-War Spirit Seen Cutting 
Manpower for the Chaplaincy

CINCINNATI—The anti-war spirit is 
reducing the number of seminarians enter
ing the chaplaincy and professional pres
sures are cutting back the ordained men 
going into uniform, the head of the United 
Presbyterian chaplaincy office said here.

The Rev. Robert Harriman, whose de
partment selects and serves 200 armed 
forces and Veterans Administration chap
lains, said his denomination is still meeting 
its quota but the waiting list is getting 
shorter and some other denominations are 
unable to meet the demand. (RNS)
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Part I

How Laymen Can Interpret the Bible
H. C. Brown, Jr.

Laymen can interpret the Bible by the 
grammatical-historical-theological (G-H-T) 
method of interpretation.

The G-H-T method of interpretation in
volves the correct understanding of eight 
factors: (1) spiritual, (2) rhetorical, (3) gram
matical, (4) dictionary (or lexical), (5) his
torical, (6) theological, (7) comparative, 
ana (8) practical.

In a series of four articles these topics 
win be set out: (1) fourteen steps in the 
rex "latory process by which God has made 
.i id makes known his will and Word; (2) 
six study steps for Bible interpretation; (3) 
a discussion of the first five factors listed 
in the paragraph above; (4) a study of the 
last three factors. In this first article the 
fourteen seeps will tell us how we got our 
Bible.

A ten-year-old girls asked me, “How did 
God get the Bible down to us?” She picked 
up her small King James Version of the 
Bible, held it out at arm’s length, and made 
a motion as if to drop the Bible to the 
floor. In her simple question and descrip
tive gesture she graphically displayed the 
view, held by many Christians, that God 
“dropped the Bible out of heaven” in a 
mechanical way.

Through many centuries, multiple events, 
selected speakers and writers, and an in
credibly complex “Spirit-guided process,” 
God has given us our Bible. The name for 
the way v/e ?ot our Bible is “revelation.” 
To have an understanding of revelation, the 
lay student of the Bible should believe that 
the Spirit of God has guided the entire 
process.

Just how has God operated spiritually to 
place the Bible in our hands? He has done 
so through a process that can be described 
in at least fourteen steps.

One: Manifestation. Through acts, deeds, 
and words God worked on the actual stage 
of world history.

Two: Inspiration. God “breathed” (Pe
ter’s word for inspiration), and the Scrip
tures came into being. God acted on proph
ets, apostles, and others; and they saw, pro
claimed, and wrote our Bible.

Three: Recitation. Some of the words of 
God were not written down immediately. 
They were told and retold until they were 
memorized.

Four: Recording of oral accounts. Even
tually those parts of the Bible which seem 
to have existed for a time in oral form xvere 
written down.

Five: Recording. Some of the witnesses 
to God’s work and words immediately wrote 
out their messages from God. (This can be 
seen especially in the New Testament let
ters.)

Six: Preservation. For unknown periods 
of time and by ways not fully understood, 

the various Bible documents were saved— 
preserved.

Seven: Collecting of manuscripts. Again 
in ways not fully known, the various parts 
of the Bible were brought together—were 
collected. This collecting process likely hap
pened over centuries.

Eight: Canonization. In the first century 
A.D., the Jewish people came to recognize 
the thirty-nine books of the Old Testament 
as “official.” In the fourth century A.D., 
the Christian church came to recognize the 
twenty-seven books of the New Testament 
as “official.” Thus, in effect, we had our 
Bible by the fourth century A.D.

Nine: Translation. The process of trans
lating the Bible into the languages of men 
has gone on for centuries. (Most laymen 
must depend on step nine in order to use 
the Bible.)

Ten: Illumination. When you as a Chris
tian layman sit down to study the Bible, 
you enter God’s process of understanding 
his will and Word. With spiritual illumina
tion, plus hard work, you can come to un
derstand the Bible.

Eleven: Organization. Unless you study 
the Bible with no desire to share your in
sights, you will organize your findings about 
the Bible so that you can use them for wit
nessing, lay preaching, and Bible teaching.

Twelve: Proclamation. When you share 
God’s Word, you are proclaiming.

Thirteen: Reception. The purpose of your 
telling is that there may be reception. Tell 
with a prayer that others will receive God’s 
Word.

Fourteen: Beginning again. If the ones to 
whom you proclaim do receive God’s Word, 
they should wish to join the process of 
sharing it. They then will go back to step 
ten and ask for God’s illumination.

A knowledge of these fourteen steps will 
aid you in understanding the B:b!e.

Laymen can interpret the Bible bv the 
igrammatical-historical-theological (G-H-T) 
method of interpretation.

(Editor’s Note: Dr. Brown is professor of 
preaching at Southwestern Baptist Theo’o- 
gical seminary, Fort Worth, Texas.)
Grou» Elects Loessner Prexy

RIDGECREST, N.C.—Officers of the 
Eastern Religious Education Association 
were elected during the organization’s 25th 
annual session here.

Othre officers are Davey Ward, minister 
of education for First Baptist church, Knox
ville, Tenn., first vice-president; E. A. Mc
Dowell, retired professor of New Testament, 
Southeastern Baptist Theological seminary, 
Wake Forest, N. C., second vice-president; 
and Dorothy Corbitt, director of education 
for Hampton Heights Baptist church, Tay
lors, S. C., secretary-treasurer. (BP)

Religion Around the World

From Guatemala: The Baptist Conven
tion of Guatemala has approved the fol
lowing action: “It was agreed to write a 
letter to the Foreign Mission Board solicit
ing ten missionary couples to be sent to 
Guatemala to dedicate their talents to the 
music ministry, to work with university stu
dents, and to carry out missionary work 
among the indigenous villages.” Carlos C. 
Quilo, convention secretary, wrote: “Our 
Baptist work in Guatemala is growing as is 
natural in reaching new converts, in the 
organization of new churches, and new mis
sions. Each of the fields has large projects 
for utilizing the talents of our brother mis
sionaries called by God.”

From Belgium: A family from the Fed
eral Republic of Cameroon, in West Africa, 
sought out a Baptist congregation in Brus
sels, where they were to be staying tem
porarily. The father’s job with the 
diplomatic corps of his country had brought 
the family to the Belgian capital. Their 
Baptist background along with their pref
erence for speaking English led them to 
join the congregation which is pastored 
by Southern Baptist missionary Rudolph M. 
Wood. During their stay in Belgium the 
family participated in all of the church’s 
activities, Wood said, and three of the sons 
made or renewed professions of faith in 
Christ and were baptized into the mem
bership of the church. Wood pointed out 
that, although Southern Baptists have no 
missionaries in Cameroon, “The Baptist 
witness is active, for this country repre
sents the chief outreach of the national 
Baptist unions cooperating in the mission 
society associated with the European Bap
tist Federation.”

“Ah, yes—the young lady in the third 
row with the bubble gum.”
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Sunday School

New Terminology
By Wendell Price

The Bible Teaching Program of Baptist 
churches is expanding in the number of 
persons to be included and in the quality of 
Bible teaching done both person to person 
and in groups and/or classes.

The Sunday School meets on Sunday 
morning within the walls of the church 
meeting house. But the Bible Teaching Pro
gram meets anywhere people may be 
gathered for Bible study—homes, theatres, 
schools, fire halls, parks, stores or elsewhere. 
The total Bible Teaching Program also gets 
outside the walls of the meeting house.

An outstanding feature about the new 
Bible Teaching Program is the responsibil
ity accepted by lay leaders for OUT
REACH. Among the general officers is an 
Outreach Director. Every department has 
an Outreach Leader. The departments in
volving babies have added Outreach Visi
tors.

Every Adult class has an Outreach Lead
er elected by the church. This person selects 
and trains Group Leaders. Each Group 
Leader has around six class members in his 
group to look after, keep up with, cultivate, 
pray for and stimulate to become soul win
ners. He should take his group members, 
one by one, with him for visitation, face-to- 
face confrontations, soul winning, invita
tions to Bible study and cultivation projects.

Officers of the new organization are sug
gested as follows:
General Officers:

Adult Division:

Adult Class:

Youth Division:

Youth Class:

Children’s Division

Preschool Division:

Director
Outreach Director
Teaching Improvement Director
Extension Director
Secretary
Department Director
Outreach Leader
Teaching Improvement Leader
Family Ministry Leader
Teacher
Outreach Leader
Group Leaders
Department Director
Outreach Leader
Teaching Improvement Leader
Teacher
Class Leader
Department Director
Outreach Leader
Teachers

1) Department Involving Babies:
Department Director
Outreach Leader
Outreach Visitors

2) Department Officers not
Involving Babies:

Director
Outreach Leader
Teachers

Write your state Sunday School Depart
ment for information, helps, and materials.

“Baptists Who Know, Care” 
Church members will support Baptist 
work in Tennessee and around the 
world if they are informed of the 
needs by reading the BAPTIST AM) 
REFLECTOR.

Dutch Reformed Church Appeal: 
'Don't Bring TV To Country'

CAPETOWN, South Africa—The Neder- 
duitse Gereformeerde Kerk (Dutch-German 
Reformed Church) of South Africa has 
urged the government not to introduce tele
vision.

If the government should decide to intro
duce TV, the denomination will ask that 
“strict controls over all programs” be main
tained at all times.

These proposals were endorsed by dele
gates to the denomination’s Congress on 
Public Morals, held in Pretoria.

One of the delegates suggested that, as 
South Africa could not possibly produce all 
its own programs, “outdated foreign pro
grams of dubious quality would have to be 
imported.” Such films, he said, “can only 
be harmful to our youth.” (RNS)

Southern Baptists Dedicate 
New Miami Beach Facility

MIAMI BEACH, Fla.—Miami Beach 
First Baptist Church, only Baptist church in 
its community, has dedicated a new $100,- 
000 facility here.

Attending the dedication ceremony was 
Dr. J. Woodrow Fuller, representing the

Disaster Mobilization Plan
Set By Two Baptist Agencies

MEMPHIS—Plans for instant mobilization of Baptist laymen interested in 
helping disaster victims and for matching lay persons w.th special mission proj
ects have been prepared by the Southern Baptist Brotherhood Commission here 
and the SBC Home Mission Board, Atlanta.

Both plans, which become operative Oct. 1, call for interested Baptist lay 
people to identify their skills and interest in disaster relief and other special 
mission projects.

Information on each lay person will be fed into a computer by the SBC Broth
erhood Commission and printed out as disasters and other special needs occur.

The skills will be matched with the needs and the appropriate lay persons noti
fied of the opportunities for service.

Representatives of the SBC Home Mission Board will prepare annually lists of 
worthy mission projects for the next 12 months which will be circulated in book
let form among the interested lay people.

The two plans were developed by Larry Bryson, associational consultant for 
the Brotherhood Commission; two Home Mission Board representatives: Ed 
Carter, secretary of Christian social ministries, and E. Warren Woolf, secretary of 
special mission ministries.

Lay persons interested in participating in special mission projects may write 
their state Brotherhood departments for information forms for outlining their 
skills and interests.

During the last nine months the two SBC agencies cooperated in filling man
power needs for 15 special mission projects throughout the nation.

The plan was announced publicly at almost the same time Hurricane Celia hit 
the Texas Gulf Coast area near Corpus Christi, Tex., but the plan was not yet 
ready to go into effect.

The State Missions Commission of the Baptist General Convention of Texas 
and its disaster relief committee is coordinating Baptist relief efforts for the hurri
cane victims in Texas. (BP)

Methodist School Bans Demonstrations 
That Would Disrupt Academic Work

ATLANTA—Declaring that Emory uni
versity is an educational institution rather 
than a “vehicle for political or social action,” 
trustees of the United Methodist school have 
banned demonstrations or other activities 
intended to disrupt “normal” academic pur
suits.

The statement said that “dissent, to be ac
ceptable, must be orderly and peaceful, and 
represent constructive alternatives reason
ably presented.”

Emory has 6000 students. It is owned by, 
not simply affiliated with, the United Meth
odist Church. Henry Bowdoin, an Atlanta 
attorney, is chairman of the trustees. Dr. 
Sanford Atwood is president. (RNS)

Florida Baptist Convention. The convention 
and the Home Mission Board of the South
ern Baptist Convention provided most of the 
funds for the construction and renovation 
project.

The Rev. Lewis Maples, First Baptist pas
tor, noted that the neighborhood is 94 per 
cent Jewish, 3 per cent Catholic, with a re
maining 3 per cent “who are at least Protes
tant sympathizers.” (RNS)
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ices Aug. 17-23. Two former staff mem
bers, Joe Shaver, now in full-time evange
lism, and Elmer Bailey, associate pastor, 
Bellevue church, Memphis, will lead with 
Shaver preaching and Bailey in charge of 
the music. Homecoming service will be held 
on the 23rd.

Brian

Concord association will observe Ray
mond Napier Day on Aug. 16. Napier, 
pastor of Stones River church, Smyrna, 
since Dec., 1969, died suddenly Wednes
day evening, July 8, during mid-week prayer
service. Eual F. Ursery, moderator of the 
association, said that a love offering will be 
taken and sent to Mrs. Napier.

First church, Rock
wood, has called Rob
ert W. Brian as minister 
of music and youth. He 
holds the B.A. degree 
from Louisiana college, 
Pineville, La., and is a 
recent graduate of New 
Orleans Baptist Theolog
ical seminary with the 
master of Church Music 
degree. The Brians have 
two children.

James William Pruett, of Memphis, has 
received the master of Religious Education 
degree from New Orleans Baptist Theolog
ical seminary during recent commencement 
exercises. He attended Memphis State uni
versity, and is a graduate of Carson-New
man college, Jefferson City, and holds the 
master of theology degree from New Or
leans. Mrs. Pruett is the former Linda Jean 
Smith, of Spartanburg, S.C.

V. Merle McDonnough and Mrs. Mc
Donnough are among 26 new missionaries 
commissioned recently at Richmond, Va., 
by the Foreign Mission Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention for work in 
the Philippines. Natives of Illinois, both 
attended Bethel college, McKenzie and he 
served as pastor of Idlewild church, Idle- 
wild. They have four children, Cynthia and 
Sylvia, 13-year-old twins, Noel Lee, 12, 
and Joyce, seven and one-half.

N. Mack Shults and Mrs. Shults, South
ern Baptist missionaries on furlough from 
Brazil, may be addressed at 211 Sam Dr., 
Louisville, Ky. 40214. He is a native of 
Cleveland and she, the former Audrey 
Minor, is a native of Jonesville, Va. They 
were appointed by the Foreign Mission 
Board in 1966.

Albert W. Gammage, Jr., and Mrs. Gam
mage, Southern Baptist missionaries to Ko
rea, were scheduled to leave July 29 for 
furlough in the States (address: 4626 Fraz
ier, Fort Worth, Texas 76122). Gammage 
is a native of Miami, Fla. and Mrs. Gam
mage, the former Nettie Oldham, is a na
tive of Dixon Springs. They were appoint
ed by the Foreign Mission Board in 1957.

Avondale church, Chattanooga, will ob
serve its 70th anniversary with revival serv-

Baptists Told Disruptive Dissent 
Inevitable Unless Changes Made

WASHINGTON—A highly-placed gov
ernment official warned here that church 
people must recognize and help correct the 
factors which breed dissent in our socictv 
else the nation soon will be “engulfed in the 
same kind of destruction we are trying to 
prevent.”

Mrs. zAnita Allen, a special assistant in 
the Office of Education of the Department 
of Health, Education, and Welfare, ad
dressed the Baptist Religious Liberty Con
ference in its annual session here. She spoke 
on the subject “Distinguishing Between 
Dissent and Disruption.”

The theme of this year’s conference, 
sponsored by the Baptist Joint Committee 
on Public Affairs, is “Dissent in Church 
and State.”

Mrs. Allen, also president of the District 
of Columbia school board, is the wife of 
a Baptist minister, Willie B. Allen, pasto’- 
of the Upper Room Baptist church here in 
Washington.

“We who are church-connected must 
recognize the socio-economic problems and 
our institutional unresponsiveness to them 
which breed dissent,” Mrs. Allen told about 
100 conferees from across North America. 
“We must appreciate also that dissent in a 
free society dramatizes a problem,” she 
pointed out. (BP)

Intermediate Queens' Court
Is Set at C-N Aug. 21-23

Program personnel for the Intermediate 
Girls’ Auxiliary Queens’ Court, scheduled 
for Aug. 21-23 at Carson-Newman college, 
Jefferson City, include: Mrs. Jack L. Gentry; 
Mrs. T. Eugene Oody; C. Benton Williams; 
and Mrs. William R. Medling, according to 
Miss Mary Jane Nethery, executive secre
tary, Woman’s Missionary Union, Tennes
see Baptist Convention.

Highlights of the court include presenta
tion of state, home and foreign missionaries, 
international students and “missionary kids.”

Mrs. Jack L. 
Gentry

C. Benton 
Williams

Mrs. T. Eugene 
Oody

Mrs. William R. 
Medling

First Church, Loudon, 
Observes Centennial

First church, Loudon, is observing its 
centennial. O. C. Rainwater has served as 
pastor for the past 15 years.

Events connected with the observance 
include: History Speaks, Aug. 21; Youth 
Speaks, Aug. 22; and homecoming and 
noon meal on Aug. 23 with W. Paul Hall, 
Johnson City, and former pastor, speaking 
during the morning service.

During this year the sanctuary has been 
and the educational annex has been re
redecorated, the pews are being refinished, 
plans call for carpeting in the near future, 
modeled and paneled.

Dr. Fosdick's Former Church
Merges with S. Baptist Chapel

MONTCLAIR, N. J.—The American 
Baptist church that Harry Emerson Fos- 
dick served as pastor before going to the 
Riverside church in New York has merged 
with a Southern Baptist congregation.

The move is considered especially note
worthy because of the rivalry that has often 
existed between the two denominations, par
ticularly as Southern Baptists have expanded 
in recent years into areas of the American 
(formerly, Northern) Baptist Convention.

The Calvary Baptist chapel here, a mis
sion of the Southern Baptist Church in 
Madison, N.J., was a product of the expan
sion into what was called the “pioneer 
areas.”

It has merged with the First Baptist 
church, a 127 member American Baptist 
congregation. The merger took place under 
the leadership of Dr. Glenn Asquith, pastor 
of the First Baptist church for the past three 
years. (RNS)
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Baptist Theologian Calls Church 
To Help In Problems of Dissent

WASHINGTON—A Baptist theologian 
in an address here called on the church 
to produce Christian answers to the prob
lems of dissent in today’s society.

Identifying “the spirit of dissent” as 
closely tied to the message of the Bible, 
Gerald L. Borchert said that “the prophets, 
the apostles and Jesus suffered too consist
ently at the hands of the authorities of 
their ages to categorize them in any other 
way than as figures of dissent.”

Borchert, academic vice-president and 
theology professor at the North American 
Baptist Seminary, Sioux Falls, S. D., de
livered the keynote message to the four
teenth annual Religious Liberty Conference 
sponsored by the Baptist Joint Committee 
on Public Affairs here.

The conference theme this year is “Dis
sent in Church and State.”

“The problem of injustice is with us in 
intensity. Men are on the streets because 
of it,” Borchert declared.

“While some claims of injustice are il
legitimate and some are formed very re
sponsibly, the church must not drop out of 
her role in locating the truth of the claims,” 
he continued.

Borchert vigorously protested Christian 
theory that is not accompanied by Chris
tian action. “As a seminary professor and 
dean I am hardly opposed to theology,” 
he said, “but I cannot help feel that part 
of the reason Christian theology fails to 
achieve the goals that theologians propose 
is that few theologians themselves are will
ing to invest themselves beyond the type
writer and podium or pulpit.”

The Baptist dean said that much of the 
dissent in society is caused by injustice, 
and that the church has failed in solutions 
because of an incomplete view of the 
world. “The subject of dissent is one which 
the church can ill afford to limit simply 
to discussion,” he said.

Lottie Moon Biography
Released for Children

NASHVILLE—A biography of Ix>ttie 
Moon, missionary to China for 40 years, is 
available in a version for 6- to 9-year-olds.

Recently released by Broadman Press, 
“Lottie Moon of China,” by Mrs. Jester 
Summers, describes the life of a head-strong 
tomboy who later became the motivating 
force behind a yearly mission offering in 
Southern Baptist churches. The fully-illus
trated volume contains detailed accounts of 
Lottie’s childhood experiences, her education 
as a young woman, her Christian experience 
and her work as a missionary.

“Lottie Moon of China” is available in 
Baptist and general book stores across the 
nation.

“The Christian must be committed to 
working for the rectifying of injustice,” 
Borchert stated. “He cannot hide his head 
in a pillow of orthodoxy and assume no re
sponsibility for the actions of society.”

He continued, “To be a Christian in a 
democracy and abstain from voting or fail 
to be concerned for the poor in the com-

TIME IS RUNNING OUT!
October 1, 1970 is the last day you can join the Group 
Insurance Program without providing evidence of good health. 
It is the last day for you to file your application for the non
decreasing life insurance and the long-term disability income 
protection. It is the last day to get the Program in your 1971 
church budget. And it is the final chance for a member to 
transfer from the old Life Benefit Plan to the Group Insurance 
Program. Time is running out! Write today for information 
on the best life insurance protection your dollar will buy.

Please send me information on the 
GROUP INSURANCE PROGRAM

CLIP
NAME 

AND
ADDRESS

MAIL CITY

TODAY!

munity, or be indifferent to a neighborhood 
and city plagued with racial injustice or 
growing dishonesty in business or increas
ing use of drugs by local students does not 
relieve the Christian of his involvement in
the guilt of his community.”

Borchert deplored that the church has 
many times “suffered from an appalling 
lack of prophetic spirit.” He was quick to 
add, however, that “a century has yet to 
pass when the tender consciences of some 
of God’s faithful have not moved the 
church to a truer representation of her na
ture and mission.” (BP)

POSITION

STATE ZIP

INSURANCE SERVICES, 
ANNUITY BOARD, SBC

511 N. Akard Bldg. Dallas, Texas 75201
(214) 747-9611
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Compulsory Chape! Attendance Rule 
At Academies Upheld By Judge

By Beth Hayworth

WASHINGTON—A U.S. District Court 
Judge has ruled here that compulsory chap
el or church attendance at the nation’s three 
military academies is “an integral and neces
sary part” of the military training for future 
officers and is not unconstitutional.

As a part of the Pentagon’s training 
pickage for officers, “its purpose is purely 
secular, and ... its primary effect is purely 
secular,” Judge Howard F. Corcoran said 
of the compulsory chapel program.

The case, Anderson V. Laird, will be 
appealed, according to a spokesman for 
the American Civil Liberties Union, coun
sel for the plantiffs.

Last spring Judge Corcoran held three 
days of hearings on the case brought by 
two cadets of the U.S. Military Academy 
and nine midshipmen of the U.S. Naval 
Academy.

The plaintiffs maintained that compul
sory attendance at services of worship 
violates the establishment and free exercise 
clauses of the First Amendment to the Con
stitution, and constitutes a religious test for 
office, also in violation of the Constitution.

Adverse Effect Claimed
A. Ray Appelquist, executive secretary 

of the General Commission on Chaplains 
and Armed Forces Personnel, told the court 
during the hearings that the mandatory 
chapel services has had an “adverse ef
fect” on recruiting chaplains. The “cli
mate” created by the requirement, Appel
quist said, has reduced the number of men 
interested in the chaplaincy.

Also at the hearing, a spokesman for 
the National Council of Churches (NCC), 
Dean M. Kelley, urged that attendance at 
chapel in military academies “should be 
completely voluntary at all times.” Kelley 
cited particularly a statement adopted by 
the NCC Study Conference on Church and 
State in 1964 as well as an official state
ment of the United Methodist Church urg
ing that participation in such services be 
voluntary.

During the three days of hearings 
in April the Pentagon put two of its 
top men on the witness stand to sup
port their claim that the regulation 
was not an attempt for “forced wor
ship.” Instead, according to Admiral 
Thomas H. Moorer, now chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the purpose 
of the requirement is “to enhance the 
leadership and command ability” of 
the men.
The Pentagon maintained in its testimony 

that attendance at worship services would 
help an officer to understand why men 
react in different ways and “why some find 
it necessary to resort to religion in times 
of crisis.”

“Age-Old Problem” of Balance
The problem facing the court, Judge 

Corcoran wrote in his opinion, is but one 
facet of “the age-old problem of how to 
balance the requirements of the military 
and its needs for discipline and training 
with the constitutionally protected rights 
and privileges of the civilian society.”

Judge Corcoran noted in his decision 
that the court accords “great weight” to 
the opinions and the judgment of the mili
tary experts in charge of developing the 
country’s military leaders.

‘Tn the absence of any compelling 
testimony to the contrary,” Judge Cor
coran said, the court agrees with the 
evaluation of the military chiefs that 
the purpose of the requirement is 
“wholly secular” and “a vital part” 
of the overall training program.
“The court also agrees,” the opinion 

continued, “that the primary effect of re
quired attendance is secular in that it en
ables those who will one day hold com
mand positions to gain an awareness and 
respect for the force religion has on the 
lives of men so as to react for the benefit of 
all in combat crises including the giving 
of spiritual counseling and guidance to 
those who turn to religion in such situa
tions.”

Judge Corcoran noted that the plain
tiffs had introduced “forceful testimony as 
to the negative effects of compulsory at
tendance at worship services upon mankind 
in general.” But, he continued, the plain
tiffs failed to demonstrate that the effect 
“is anything but slight, insubstantial, and 
non-extensive” on the cadets and midship
men at the military schools.

“Acceptance” Carries Weight
“As moralists the court must accord them 

due deference,” Judge Corcoran said in 
reference to those who testified against the 
regulation, “but in matters military the 
court feels constrained to look to the mili
tary experts.”

In further support of his opinion, Judge 
Corcoran said that “tradition—and the con
tinuous public acceptance of a practice— 
carries weight and demands recognition.” 
He noted that there has been an unbroken 
pattern of 150 years of mandatory chapel 
“under the eyes of the President and the 
Congress, the military authorities, and the 
public in general.”

“Such tradition cannot be lightly 
discarded; and the longer its existence 
the greater its influence on the consti
tutional interpretation of the regula
tions involved,” the district court judge 
held.
Judge Corcoran dealt in his opinion with 

one aspect of the constitutional question

State WMU Retreat Scheduled 
Sept. 9-11 At Belmont College

Following the theme, “In Openness and 
Freedom,” the State WMU Retreat, spon
sored by the Woman’s Missionary Union, 
Tennessee Baptist Convention, is scheduled 
for Sept. 9-11 at Belmont college, Nashville, 
according to Miss Mary Jane Nethery, ex
ecutive secretary-treasurer. The three-day re
treat will begin on Friday evening at 8 
p.m. in Belmont’s Massey Auditorium and 
will conclude on Sunday morning.

Conferences for all local WMU officers 
and leaders and Baptist Women and Bap
tist Young Women officers are planned for 
Saturday morning and afternoon. An added 
attraction to the retreat this year will be an 
Idea Display featuring study, enlistment, 
social, publicity, and other suggestions 
based on the 1970-71 WMU and age level 
organization program.

Mrs. Woodson Armes, of Dallas, Texas, 
nationally known poet, author, lecturer, and 
musician will be the featured speaker as 
she delivers a series of messages on God, 
Home and Country in the context of Living 
the Spirit of Christ.

Opening meditations for each of the 
four general sessions will be brought by 
Mrs. James P. Kirk, missionary to Brazil.

The total cost of the retreat for those 
staying on campus is $10 which includes 
two nights’ lodging and five meals. Regis
tration on campus begins at 2 p.m., Sept. 
9 but those attending are to pre-register 
with a $1 pre-registration fee (non-refund- 
able) and the balance to be paid on arrival 
(if staying on campus).

that was not argued directly in the hearing 
last spring—the question of the propriety 
of government to use the church or religion 
to accomplish a secular purpose.

The district court judge referred to the 
standards set down by Justice William J. 
Brennan Jr., in his concurring opinion in 
Abington V. Schempp and restated in Walz 
V. Tax Commission. In stating the “in
volvements of religious with secular insti
tutions” which are forbidden, Justice Bren
nan mentioned, among others, the “use 
essentially (of) religious means to serve 
governmental ends, where secular means 
would suffice.”

Judge Corcoran held that the attendance 
requirements do not “use essentially reli
gious means to serve governmental ends, 
where secular means would suffice.” He 
agreed with the Pentagon’s contention that 
only through chapel or church attendance, 
and not through any secular means, would 
the “complete training” of future military 
leaders be accomplished.

“Sensitivity to the spiritual needs of 
men” can best be developed through the 
“compulsory chapel requirement.” Judge 
Corcoran said. This “most effective meth
od” provide(s) the only opportunity to ob
serve the impact that spiritual values have 
on the lives of men,” he said, echoing the 
testimony of the Pentagon spokesmen. (BP)
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Asheville Church Features Vocational Guidance Program 
Names Bill Estes Consultant

Drive-In Worship
ASHEVILLE, N.C.—Drive-in banks, 

restaurants and theaters are common, but 
Beverly Hills Baptist church here has come 
up with something new—drive-in worship 
services.

The drive-in, come-as-you-are church 
service is the innovative creation of James 
L. Blevins, interim pastor of the church, 
who said he thought of the idea because 
he was disturbed because the church was 
not reaching the people.

Beverly Hills is uniquely surrounded by 
no less than 25 motels, each filled nightly 
from early spring to late fall with tourists 
on their way to or from the Great Smoky 
Mountain National Park.

“I was disturbed that our church 
was not reaching these people,” said 
Blevins. He added that since the church 
was busily talking about relevance, 
the drive-in service would give them a 
practical exercise instead of more talk. 
The 30-minute service begins at 8:30 

a.m. and is over in plenty of time for the 
tour’sts to be on their way. The service 
usually includes 10 minutes each devoted 
to a Sunday School lesson study, music by 
the church’s youth choir, and a short ser
mon.

It is held in the parking lot of a shop
ping center nearby the church building.

To promote the services, the church has 
a Saturday-night “Share-In” whereby mem
bers are stationed at strategic spots in the 
motel area to personally invite the tourists 
to the next morning’s services.

“We don’t plague the people; we just give 
them a friendly invitation,” said Blevins. 
Apparently, it works, because the services 
have been attracting about 40 cars a week 
on the average, and there have been as 
many as 100 cars at the services, he added.

Motel owners have also been “most co
operative” in allowing the church to put 
up advertisements in the motels, Blevins 
said. One motel even announces the services 
on its outside sign. Local media have also 
helped, the pastor said.
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Services
Even though many of the church 

members are involved in the morning 
drive-in worship service, the regular 
church attendance has not suffered, 
according to Blevins. “If anything, it 
has improved it,” he observed.
The 700-member church feels that the 

ministry, which closes in October until next 
spring, has been such a success that they 
plan to try their hand at another new 
effort—“ a market-place ministry,” the pas
tor reported.

Still in the planning stage, the “market
place ministry” would provide a place to go 
and an interesting story for toddlers whose 
parents want to shop.

Blevins and the church members hope it 
will go beyond mere “baby-sitting service,” 
but indicate to the parents that the church 
is concerned about people, as well as teach 
a Christian message to the children.

The church also plans folk music presen
tations and discussion groups for older per
sons through the market-place ministry. 
(BP)

Germantown Church, Shelby County, 
Observes 100th Year In Same Building

Germantown church, Shelby County as
sociation, is observing its centennial. Ken
neth P. Story, native of Kentucky, has 
served as pastor since 1965.

The first reference to a Baptist church in 
Germantown is found in the Sept., 1838 
issue of “The Baptist,” (forerunner of the 
Baptist And Reflector. The article states 
“that a revival in New Hope Church, Ger
mantown, resulted in 49 members uniting 
with the church, 45 of whom were baptized 
at that time.”

In the minutes of the Big Hatchie asso- 
ciational meeting of Oct., 1838, New Hope 
church of Shelby County, with a member
ship of 69, petitioned to be seated at the 
meeting. From 1838 through 1841, the 
Baptist church at Germantown was listed 
as New Hope church.

The church is still using the 100-year- 
old sanctuary built in 1870 when German
town had a population of 197 and 49 of 
these were members of the Baptist church. 
Some changes have been made. One hun
dred years ago there were fewer pews in the 
sanctuary, there were two stoves on each 
side, there were hanging lamps, there was 
no baptistry, the furniture and pews have 
been replaced, the seating arrangement was 
a bit different, the men sitting on one side 
and the women on the other.

NASHVILLE—Bill Estes of Dallas has 
been named consultant in vocational guid
ance for the Southern Baptist Sunday 
School Board here.

Estes will be responsible for interpreting 
church vocations to high school and col
lege youth and for consulting on recruiting 
for church vocations. He also will work 
in occupational guidance counseling serv
ices.

A native of Texas, Estes earned the 
bachelor of science degree in psychology 
and has completed requirements for the 
master of science degree in clinical psy
chology, both from North Texas State uni
versity, Denton. (BP)

BLACK SOUTHERN BAPTIST AIDE 
SEES MORE RACIAL COOPERATION

LOUISVILLE, Ky.—Cooperation be
tween white and black Baptists is growing, 
according to a Negro who has an executive 
position with the predominantly white 
Southern Baptist Convention.

Two years ago Rev. E. L. McCall left 
Louisville to become associate secretarv in 
the Department of Work with National Bap
tists for the Southern Baptist Home Mission 
Board in Atlanta. (RNS)

In 1950 the present parsonage was buili, 
and a three-story educational unit is now 
being used, serving the present membership 
of 500. A century ago the property was 
valued at about $2000, and today stands 
at almost $200,000.

Southern Seminary Names 
Union Grad To Ethics Post

LOUISVILLE—The Southern Baptist 
Theological seminary here has appointed 
Paul Dewayne Simmons of Louisville as as
sistant professor of Christian ethics.

Simmons, 34, joined the faculty on Aug. 
1. He previously has been an instructor 
in Christian ethics at the seminary, but did 
not hold faculty status.

A native of Tennessee, he is a graduate 
of Southwest Baptist college, Bolivar, Mo.; 
Union university, Jackson, Tenn.; and 
Southeastern Baptist Theological seminary, 
Wake Forest, N. C.

He has been pastor of Baptist churches 
in Tennessee, North Carolina and Ken
tucky, and has also taught in the public 
schools of North Carolina and Kentucky. 
(BP)
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BWA Editorial Comment

Report From Tokyo
TOKYO—Southern Baptists got tired in 

this 12th Baptist World Congress of always 
being the bridesmaid for the alliance and 
never the bride.

Resentment accumulated over 15 years 
came into the open with a protest candidate 
for the presidency. He didn’t win nor did 
his supporters expect more than a formal 
notice that this was the last trip to the 
altar without being a party to the ceremony.

Southern Baptists have a third of the 
world’s Baptist population. They pay more 
than two-thirds of the alliance budget. Yet, 
they have not had their own selection as 
president since George W. Truett stepped 
down in 1939. It probably will be 10 years 
before another opportunity but the nomi
nating committee of 1980 had best study 
the record of 1970.

Some will say Southern Baptists were the 
big bully. It is more accurate to say they 
grew weary of American Baptists dominat
ing in an organization that has been con
trolled by a hierarchy that is old and tired.

Herschel H. Hobbs, former president of 
the SBC and pastor of First Church, Okla
homa City, was the choice of five of the 
six SBC members on the nominating com
mittee. V. Carney Hargroves, former pres
ident of the ABC and pastor of Second 
Church, Germantown, Pa., was the unan
imous choice of the five ABC members.

Inequity started there, for the SBC is 
about eight times the size of the ABC but 
had only one more vote in committee. 
Hargroves got 15 votes on the committee’s 
first ballot and Hobbs received 9. Erik 
Ruden of Sweden received 7, Rubens Lopes 
of Brazil 4 and Cyril Black of England 3.

The two low men were dropped for the 
second ballot when Hargroves polled 17, 
Hobbs 14 and Ruden 8. All 8, representing 
the European bloc, went to Hargroves on 
the third ballot when Ruden was dropped.

The SBC was pushed aside in 1947 when 
C. Oscar Johnson of St. Louis was elected 
over Louie D. Newton of Atlanta. It hap
pened again in 1955 when Theodore F. 
Adams of Richmond, Va., was elected over 
Hobbs.

There was no objection to either John
son or Adams. Both made excellent presi
dents. The former was born in Tennessee 
and the latter was serving as pastor of an 
SBC church, although born and educated 
in the North.

It was a case, however, of the ABC se
lecting the man and the SBC being ignored. 
The same is true this year. Hargroves is a 
Virginian and was educated at Southern 
Seminary. But he isn’t identified with the 
SBC.

Duke K. McCall, president of Southern 
Seminary, nominated Hobbs from the floor 
to precipitate the battle. No mention was 
made of the fact the SBC last year con
tributed $90,500 to the alliance budget,

Brotherhood

'Do It Yourself' Training
By Roy Gilleland

Do you want a simple plan to help you 
train yourself in Royal Ambassador and 
Baptist Men’s work—or help you train 
your own officers and Royal Ambassador 
counselors? Such a plan has been developed 
by your State Brotherhood Department. 
Write for the workbook which meets your 
needs:

“Your Royal Ambassador Program at a 
Glance”

“Workbook for Mastering the Crusader 
Program”

“Workbook for Mastering the Pioneer 
Program”

“Workbook for Mastering Your Baptist 
Men’s Program”

These workbooks are free. Send your 
requests to the Brotherhood Department, 
P. O. Box 647, Brentwood, Tenn. 37027.

compared with $17,587 from the ABC. 
The SBC total, in fact, lacks just $20,000 
of being the alliance budget.

But power politics prevailed on the 
floor for it was known a nomination would 
be made. President William R. Tolbert Jr. 
of Liberia, prior to any nomination, went 
out of his way to say there had never been 
a floor contest in the 65 years of the alli
ance. He talked about leading of the Holy 
Spirit in the committee and the congress 
approval of the committee he appointed.

There was never any approval vote. Oth
ers followed, begging for unity and the like, 
but it remained for Harold Stassen of the 
ABC to come up with a proposal that votes 
be proportioned as to membership, as in 
the electoral college.

Hargroves won the popular vote, 841 
to 636. He also won the electoral vote— 
a rather foolish system with Italy’s one 
delegate representing all of his people. 
Hobbs got 65 per cent of the SBC vote, a 
good percentage when you remember the 
inclination to follow committee recommen
dations.

The bloc vote was illustrated in the ABC, 
115 to 6 for Hargroves, in Canada with 38 
to 4, the National Baptists of America, 73 
to 20, and the National Baptists USA, Inc., 
57 to 11.

A switch of 103 votes would have elected 
Hobbs and rejected the committee report. 
There was a victory of some kind in the 
closeness of the race.

Customarily, a president from outside 
the United States is elected in one congress 
and one from inside the States in the next. 
That leaves the SBC 10 years away from 
another bid. But, the alliance would do 
well to remember the SBC no longer is 
silent about the treatment it is receiving.— 
John J. Hurt in the Baptist Standard

Home Mission Board Names 
Two Missionary Couples

ATLANTA—The Southern Baptist Home 
Mission Board here has appointed two cou
ples as career missionaries to work with 
Mexican-Americans in California and Bap
tist associations in Oregon.

They are Alonzo and Mildred Queen, 
assigned to Oregon, and Ruben and Donna 
Lea Espinoza, assigned to San Jose, Calif.

Queen will be superintendent of missions 
for three Baptist associations in southwest 
Oregon, in conjunction with the SBC Home 
Mission Board and the Baptist General 
Convention of Washington-Oregon.

Espinoza’s appointment represents an up
grading from missionary associate, a posi
tion he held for six years, to career mis
sionary. He will continue to work with 
Mexican-Americans as pastor of El Templo 
Bautista, in San Jose, Calif. It is the fourth 
Mexican-American church he has pastored.

A native of San Antonio, Espinoza at
tended California Baptist college, Riverside, 
and Golden Gate Baptist Theological semi
nary, Mill Valley, Calif. Mrs. Espinoza also 
attended California Baptist college. She is 
a native of Ferndale, Wash. (BP)

Reception Marks 
Building "Birthday"

Employees of the new office building of 
the executive board of the Tennessee Bap
tist Convention, Brentwood, observed the 
first anniversary of occupancy recently, 
with a reception in the building’s dining 
hall. W. Fred Kendall, executive secretary
treasurer, spoke briefly.

An announcement to build a new office 
building for the convention was made on 
Sept. 27, 1967 and on May 17, 1968 
ground breaking services were held.

The cornerstone-laying service was held 
on May 10, 1969, followed July 30-Aug. 
1 with moving in, with the first official 
working day being Aug. 4.

An open house was held on Sunday aft
ernoon, Sept. 26, 1969 and formal dedica
tion of the new building was on Nov. 12, 
1969 during the annual meeting of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention in Nashville.

Associational Minutes

Let us quote 
on yours 

Prompt and Efficient Service 

(hurley CZo.

411 Cowan Street 
Nashville, Tenn. 37207 
Telephone 242-6594
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THANKS TO YOU,

TENNESSEE BAPTISTS
WE HAVE HAD TO MOVE! !

I 
I 

I 
I

Because of the response of Tennessee Baptist Churches to the AMBASSADOR 
CHURCH FINANCE Plan of Church Finance we have had to enlarge our facilities 

in order to serve you better 1 
»

OUR NEW ADDRESS IS

Ambassador Church Finance
2408 Granny White Pike 

Nashville, Tennessee 37204

THE NEW TELEPHONE NUMBER IS 
(615) 292-1179

Congratulations this month to
MADISON HEIGHTS BAPTIST CHURCH 

Madison, Tennessee 
Rev. Thomas Mosley, Pastor

For Selling a $145,000.00 Bond Issue in 48 hours through the use of the 
Ambassador Plan.
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Sunday School Lesson for August 16, 1970— By W. R. White
Life and Work Series

A GREAT INHERITANCE
Basic Passage: I Peter 1:1-12
Focal Passage: I Peter 1:1-12

There is a sense in which all of God’s 
redeemed people constitute the “spiritual 
Israel.” This does not directly apply to 
Romans 11:25-29. In this Paul is talking 
about Israel in the flesh which was then 
in partial blindness and in full alienation 
from Christ but who would some day turn 
so overwhelmingly to the Lord that he 
couid say: “All Israel shall be saved.” Of 
course, it is obvious that all spiritual Israel 
in the sense of all the redeemed will be 
saved. However, in Romans 11 Paul is 
talking about Israel after the flesh becom
ing Israel after the spirit and constituting 
a part of the total spiritual Israel embracing 
all of the saved.

All true Christians had become, in a 
blessed sense, the people of God, the chosen 
generation, the holy nation, and the elect.

They were under fearful persecution. Pe
ter who had been through the fires of 
persecution yearned for their steadfastness 
and victory while passing through the awful 
ordeal. He wanted them to come out as 
pure gold refined by fire.

He reminded them of their legacy in 
Christ both in grace then and some day in 
glory. It would be good for us today to 
revel in the same inheritance to which we 
are possessors and heirs.

BY WHOM TO WHOM
I Peter 1:1-2

Peter along with his brother Andrew 
became an early disciple of Jesus. He was 
impulsive, steadfast, cowardly, courageous, 
opportunistic, and uncompromising. He was 
never all of this at one time. In general his 
ephemeral and undesirable characteristic 
came before the resurrection and Pentecost, 
but his highly commendable traits matured 
following these events. His transformation 
gives all of us hope.

The people of God were Christian dis
ciples scattered over the areas in Asia 
Minor to which the references are made. 
They were in great distress having to navi
gate very troubled seas. They were being 
tested to the limit.

They were saluted by Peter in a most 
descriptive way. Elect of God the Father. 
His foreknowledge directed that election. 
Their election was not an artificial or ar
bitrary matter. It was through sanctification 
of the Spirit, submissive response to the 
sovereignty of God, reliance on the finished 
work of Christ wrought vicariously on their 
behalf. Observe the order of grace and 
peace. Grace, mercy, and righteousness pre
cede peace every time in Holy Scripture. 
At least that is the rule.

SORN TO A GLORIOUS HERITAGE
I Pereir 1:3-5

The power of the resurrection makes 
aiive those dead in trespasses and sin while 
the fact of the resurrection reassures us in 
our Christian hope.

The new birth makes us immediately 
heirs to a priceless inheritance. This inher
itance is a sure thing. There is nothing that 
can destroy it, change it or dim its luster. 
It is safely and securely reserved for us in 
heaven protected by all the power and re
sources of the eternal God.

Both we and our inheritance are kept by 
the omnipotence of the Triune God so that 
we will, without a question, enter into all 
the excitement of that legacy forever.

Only the one who has truly believed has 
the assurance. Salvation that is to be re
vealed at the last day refers evidently to 
that consummation of our salvation which 
had its inception in regeneration. At the 
coming of Christ our bodies will be raised 
or changed into the glorious likeness of our 
Lord for we shall see Him as He is.

A SUSTAINING REALITY
I Peter 1:6-9

Many rapidly repeating tests could be 
borne more easily because of the above 
blessed outlook for the future. Yet, there 
were immediate bases and realities of sus
taining comfort.

There was a refining process taking the 
dross out of the gold. The precious quali
ties in those persecuted Christians were be
ing fashioned into blessed, beautiful graces 
reflecting the praise and glory of God. It 
was not a suffering that had no meaning or 
desirable results.

Believing and loving the unseen Christ 
was providing a mysterious strength and 
joy beyond description. They had an inner 
assurance of a victorious final finish as 
disciples of their Lord.

Through the succeeding ages millions of 
believers have been super conquerors 
through Jesus Christ. We have observed of
ten that the Lord will either deliver us out 
of the great trials of life or will be with 
us in them giving grace to us so that we 
may be victors and not victims.

Some of us have experienced a strange 
sense of well-being at the very juncture in 
a great heaviness of soul when it seemed 
that we would be crushed to the earth. This 
is the marvel of God’s grace.

PRIVILEGED ABOVE PROPHETS
I Peter 1:10-16

Those who received the prophetic antic
ipation of the sufferings of Christ by the

Foundation

Do It Yourself and Be Sorry
By Jonas L. Stewart

Executive Secretary-Treasurer
This is a “do it yourself” time. Would be 

plumbers, electricians, carpenters and other 
artisans are engaging in “money saving” 
activities. Now this is commendable if one 
knows what he is doing. However, it can 
be rather expensive when the house burns 
down from a poor connection in an elec
trical outlet.

The writer recently listened on his car 
radio to an advertisement soliciting pay
ments of only one dollar for a “do it your
self will form.” You just fill in the blanks. 
Thousands of beneficiaries can testify that 
this can be more costly than faulty electrical 
outlets. A will is a very technical and 
thoroughly legal document. One cannot pos
sibly be certain that his will is going to do 
what he intended without legal knowledge 
or advice. The cost of legal advice in pre
paring a will is small in comparison to the 
cost to the estate when one is careless in the 
use of a “will form.” Some may do it and 
get by; others may put their estate and heirs 
in jeopardy. Such mistakes are too costly 
to take a chance. Have a competent at
torney prepare your will and you have more 
peace of mind.

Every child of God should have a Chris
tian will. The Tennessee Baptist Foundation 
provides services for working with Christian 
stewards and/or their attorney to advise 
in establishing a continuing Christian testi
mony to last until Jesus comes by a simple 
provision in a will. Contact us: Tennessee 
Baptist Foundation, P.O. Box 647, Brent
wood, Tennessee 37027, Dr. Jonas L. Stew
art, Executive Secretary.

We are a nation of pill-takers. The aver
age child becomes well acquainted with a 
pediatrician long before he can walk or 
talk. He is introduced to nice, beautiful, 
usually pleasant-tasting medicines which 
can make one well from whatever it is that 
causes the pain.—William S. Garmon in 
“How to Fight the Drug Menace,” a Broad
man book.

Holy Spirit did not understand the measure 
and meaning of that which the Spirit of 
Christ intimated to them.

To the disciples of Christ a fuller revela
tion was given in personal fellowship with 
the historical Christ Jesus. In addition, rich 
experience in suffering for Christ made it 
all much clearer.

Therefore those so highly privileged 
should fortify themselves by this priceless 
uniqueness to remain loyal, distinctive, and 
optimistic amid severe ordeals. They should 
yield themselves to the full will and holiness 
of God. They were so honored as to be the 
envy of angels who were immersed in curi
osity about the significance of it all.
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By W. Fred Kendall
It is so good to be back home again after 

travelling half way around the world 
through Asia. The World Congress of the 

Baptist World Alliance 
met for one week in Tok
yo. The attendance was 
small when compared 
with some of the more 
recent meetings in areas 
of greater Baptist popula
tion. The registration was 
8556 delegates from 76 
countries.

The meetings were 
held in the Budokan 
Hall, built for the olym- 
p i c s which seated 

15,000. The maximum attendance was said 
to have been about 10,000 and then only on 
the opening and closing nights. One big 
problem was the fact that Tokyo is such a 
large city and the tremendous tourist busi
ness this summer has made it impossible to 
get the hotel space needed in the best loca
tions. Many Baptist groups had to stay 
many miles from the Budokan. The group 
I was with had reservations in the big new 
Imperial Hotel which was not far from the 
Hall but the week before we were to arrive 
there this reservation was cancelled and we 
were placed in the small but new Ohashi 
Taishin Hotel. It was many miles away from 
the meeting hall. In the Tokyo traffic it re
quired much time in going and coming.

Due to a strike on the Northwest Airlines 
just before time for us to leave, our plane 
was late and we missed the first night ses
sion. We were able to be present for the 
other evening sessions. The day sessions 
were given to special group meetings. Each 
speaker had a Japanese interpreter except 
one or two. This made it difficult to follow 
at all times.

There was some splendid music during 
the congress. One night the Tokyo sym
phony orchestra was present and presented 
some wonderful music and had a great part 
in the devotional music and furnished back
ground for a dramatic closing scene. Great 
choirs also sang as did individuals from dif
ferent areas.

The theme of the Congress was “Recon
ciliation” based on II Cor.5:18-19. There 
.was much stress laid on unity, world peace, 
racial equality, justice, hunger, disease, 
evangelism, Christian unity, and reconcilia
tion between peoples and nations. It seemed 
that the whole Congress was absorbed with 
social concerns and those proponents of the 
social gospel seemed to predominate. Social 
action seemed to be the call of the day. The 
call for a world-wide evangelistic effort be
tween 1973-1975 by the Baptist churches 
around the world was presented by Rubens

On Matters of

By Dr. B. David Edens, 
Director, Marriage and 
Family Program 
Stephens College 
Columbia, Missouri 65201

Historically
From the files

50 YEARS AGO

Parents7 Satisfaction in Job Factor in 
Child Upbringing

Parents’ expectations of their children 
are strong'y influenced by their feelings 
about their own work, says Dr. Melvin L. 
Kohn, chief of the Laboratory of Socio- 
Environmental Studies at the National In
stitute of Mental Health.

The adult who enjoys his work, typically 
middle class and better educated, trends 
to encourage his youngsters to be self-direct
ing. The working class parent, on the other 
hand, with less education and work choice, 
tends to see a job as something one must 
“hold” for survival, and therefore tries to 
prepare his children by stressing conformity 
to external standards, Dr. Kohn’s study of 
working and midle clas swhites in Washing
ton, D. C. has shown.

Job satisfaction and education are factors 
linking social class to life-style, according 
to research results.

The people of Oklahoma City, 
Okla., paid evangelist Billy Sunday 
$20,000 at the conclusion of his re
cent meeting there.

John R. Sampey, of the chair of 
Hebrew and Old Testament Interpre
tation, was named acting president of 
Southern Baptist Theological semi
nary, Louisville, Ky., while president 
E. Y. Mullins was in Europe.

20 YEARS AGO
James L. Sullivan, pastor, Belmont 

Heights church, Nashville for four 
years, has resigned to become pastor 
of First Baptist church, Abilene, Tex
as. He is presently serving as presi
dent of the Tennessee Baptist Con
vention.

Lopes of Sao Paula, Brazil. You will remem
ber he led in the great revivals in Brazil 
and in the Crusade of the Americas. The 
response to his call seemed to be very weak 
and got lost in the social emphases.

Many felt that there were some prejudices 
against American Baptist groups and espe
cially Southern Baptists. This was evident 
in some of the statements which were made 
and in some of the group meetings. While 
the theme of the Congress was reconciliation 
there were times when the differences of 
the Baptist groups from different nations 
and areas displayed themselves.

There was lacking the depth of spiritual 
concern for a lost world and the faith in the 
progress Baptists are making in carrying 
out the Great Commission. The zeal and 
enthusiasm for world missions and evange
lism and for the doctrinal strength of Bap
tists as a witness to the world seemed to 
be much less than in former Congresses.

The final service was a good one. Billy 
Graham preached and the hall was about 
two thirds full. There were some young 
hecklers at first but they were quieted by 
the Japanese. It was a good evangelistic 
service and about two hundred or more re
sponded. Most of these seemed to be young 
people and most of them were Japanese. We 
will write more next week.

Union university, Jackson, pur
chased a three-story public school 
building adjoining Crook Hall for 
$11,750, and plans call for the struc
ture to be converted into a science 
building. This brought the school's 
total assets to $1,725,000, and enrol
ment was 10 per cent higher than 
the preceding year.

10 YEARS AGO
Baptist Foundations across the 

Southern Baptist Convention showed 
assets of more than $66,750,000, ac
cording to a report from the associa
tion of Baptist Foundation executives. 
The Southern Baptist Foundation in 
Nashville had assets of $4,131,999. 
The other Foundations included in the 
total are state Baptist Convention 
agencies.

Richard N. Owen, editor of the 
BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR, was 
re-elected president of the Southern 
Baptist Historical Society, auxiliary 
to the Historical Commission of the 
Southern Baptist Convention at the 
Commission’s annual meeting in 
Nashville. W. Fred Kendall, execu
tive secretary-treasurer, Tennessee 
Baptist Convention, was elected chair
man of the Commission, James M. 
Gregg, pastor, Lockeland church, 
Nashville, was elected vice chairman, 
and Gene Kerr, administrative assist
ant, Tennessee Baptist Convention, 
was elected recording secretary.
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Hurricane Celia Devastates 
Texas Coast; Baptists Respond

CORPUS CHRISTI, Tex.—The 161- 
mile-per-hour winds of Hurricane Celia, 
which ripped the Texas Coast with devas
tating fury, had hardly died down before 
a task force from the Texas Baptist Ex
ecutive Board began arriving to assess dam
age and set up relief operations.

Early reports from William H. Colson, 
area superintendent of missions for Bap
tists here, characterized Celia as the most 
destructive disaster to hit the Texas Coast 
in recent times.

Baptist churches and institutions were 
hit hard, according from first reports from 
Colson, Orville Scott, Texas Baptist Press 
representative and Baptist Press staff writ
er, and other observers.

An officials of the University of Corpus 
Christi, located on the Corpus Christi bay
front, said nearly every building at the 
school was heavily damaged, and some 
were totally destroyed.

J. Eldon Johnson, a student recruiter at 
the Baptist school, said the university would 
close down for the remainder of the sum
mer, and there was some doubt about open
ing dates slated in September.

Colson reported that he doesn’t know 
of a single one of the 41 churches in the 
Corpus Christi Baptist Association which 
escaped damage.

Preliminary reports on the extent of dam
age, however, were sketchy and incom
plete.

Almost immediately after the hur
ricane hit, Texas Baptist Executive 
Secretary T. A. Patterson and Charles 
McLaughlin, secretary of the conven
tion’s State Missions Commission and 
chairman of the convention’s disaster 
relief committee, issued appeals for 
money to help rebuild shattered Bap
tist facilities.
Patterson and McLaughlin also requested 

Baptists to send staple foods (preferably in 
boxes or cases), all types of furniture, 
sheets, pillows, mattresses and towels. Cloth
ing should be held until further notice.

They added checks should be sent to 
R. A. Springer, convention treasurer, at 201 
Baptist Building, Dallas, Texas, 75201, 
marked plainly for “disaster relief.”

Location of distribution points for the 
items was not immediately certain, but 
Baptist officials in Dallas said they would 
be announced as quickly as possible.

The winds mauled Corpus Christi and 
almost destroyed several bayside towns as 
it swept inland across the Texas Gulf Coast 
area.

Driving into the disaster area, members 
of the Texas Baptist task force encountered 

widespread debris, destruction and con
fusion. Miles of mangled corrugated roof
ing littered the highways.

Roland Williams, assistant superin
tendent of missions for the Corpus 
Christi Baptist Association, observed 
that the disaster had welded Baptists 
into cohesive teams, single-mindedly 
seeking to help refugees.
Morgan Avenue Baptist church here 

housed more than 200 such refugees during 
the first night. Parkdale Baptist church 
provided facilities for cooking.

Preliminary reports indicated extensive 
damage to the Zephyr Baptist Encampment 
near Sandia, Tex., where most dormitories 
were reportedly caved-in.

Almost half the building housing offices 
of the Corpus Christi Baptist Association 
had collapsed. Parkway Baptist church here 
was reportedly “virtually destroyed.”

Churches in Blanco Baptist Association, 
which includes the almost obliterated towns 
of Rockport, Portland, and Port Aransas, 
suffered extremely heavy damage. First 
Baptist church, Portland, northwest of Cor
pus Christi was listed simply as “destroyed.”

Early reports also indicated heavy dam
age to four other churches in Corpus Chris
ti—Trinity Baptist church, Travis Avenue 
Baptist church, First Mexican Baptist 
church, and Windsor Park Baptist church. 
The extent of damage, however, was not 
immediately available, and observers said 
other churches migfit have even been hit 
harder.

Early reports on injury and loss of life 
are fragmentary, at best, but it is believed 
that it might be less than originally feared. 
(BP)

Post Office Reform: Religious Journals 
Will Still Receive Preferential Rates

WASHINGTON, D.C.—The special re
duced rates for non-profit mailers are con
tinued in proposed postal reform legislation 
worked out by a joint Senate-House com
mittee here.

Religious periodicals, which have quali
fied under second class rates for non-profit 
groups, had earlier feared that all preferen
tial treatment would be abolished.

As Senate and House conferees completed 
their work on the landmark reform, the 
special non-profit rates for both second and 
third class mail seemed secure, at least for 
the immediate future. Third class includes 
printed matter, other than periodicals, and 
much church-related material is distributed 
in this category. (RNS)

Americans United Sues
Internal Revenue Service

WASHINGTON, D. C.—Cancellation of 
its tax exemption by the Internal Revenue 
Service has resulted in a lawsuit filed by 
Americans United for Separation of Church 
and State charging IRS with using its 
power of canceling tax exemptions to silence 
and drive out of business small organizations 
with whose position it disagrees.

Glenn L. Archer, executive director of 
'Americans United, in an accompanying 
statement, said: “The arbitrary and caprici
ous enforcement of the ban on politicking 
of tax exempt groups has become a scandal 
even to IRS officials themselves. The prac
tical effect of it is that vast, wealthy non
profit groups can do all the lobbying they 
choose while small organizations like ours 
can do none at all. The dioceses of the 
Roman Catholic Church, as well as the 
United States Catholic Conference are pre
sently engaged in all-out political campaigns 
in 38 states. They have just completed the 
process of ramming a special interest bill 
through the Michigan Legislature and an
other through the Louisiana Legislature.

“In New York three years ago, Catholic 
dioceses and other organizations spent over 
$2 million in one political campaign to try 
to change the state constitution in their 
favor. The IRS has never raised the slight
est question about the tax exemption of 
these organizations. Yet when Americans 
United sought to counter these designs, its 
tax exemption was promptly canceled.”

Americans United charged in its com
plaint that that part of the IRS Code which 
conditions tax exemption on the use of a 
substantial part of the group’s resources in 
political or legislative activity, gives an un
fair advantage to large organizations such 
as the United States Catholic Conference 
and the National Council of Churches. With 
their vast budgets they can spend large 
amounts on lobbying without the sums being 
considered “substantial” by the IRS. A small 
organization like Americans United or the 
Sierra Club is thus placed at a disadvantage.

Americans United also pointed out that 
the government was now using the threat of 
cancellation of tax exemption against certain 
nonprofit and educational organizations. “If 
small organizations can be dealt with in 
this fashion,” said Mr. Archer, “What as
surance do we have that small churches will 
not be next?” (C-SNS)

Seminary Names News Director
KANSAS CITY, Mo.—Jim G. Willmoth 

of Carbondale, Ill., has been named news 
director for Midwestern Baptist Theological 
seminary here.

Willmoth has been activities director of 
the Baptist Student Union for Southern 
Illinois university, Carbondale, and is a 
graduate of Ouachita Baptist university, 
Arkadelphia, Ark. He also is a former min
ister of music and youth for Lee Memorial 
Baptist church, Pine Bluff, Ark. (BP)
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