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Sn terpretatio n

New Name, New Leadership
By Herschel H. Hobbs

“Now when Paul and his company 
loosed from Paphos, they came to Perga in 
Pamphylia: and John departing from them 
returned to Jerusalem”—Acts 13:13.

In Acts 13:9 Luke notes that Saul was 
also called Paul. So a new name is intro
duced. Why the change? Some have sup
posed that the apostle took this new name 
because of his experience with Sergius Paul
us (v. 7). However, this is hardly likely. 
Augustine suggested that “Paul” (Latin, 
paulus, little) suggests his size. No one can 
say for certain about this.

In all likelihood he had two names, one 
Hebrew, one Roman, as was common at 
that time (cf. John Mark, Simon Niger). 
If so, then the change from Saul to Paul is 
understandable. Among Jews he went by 
Saul. But as he prepared to go into Asia 
Minor he used the Roman Paul. Hence
forth, except when referring back to events 
prior to this time (Acts 22:7; 26-14), Luke 
referred to him as Paul.

It is significant that in 13:13 Luke re
fer to “Paul and his company.” Hereto
fore, it had been “Barnabas and Saul” (v. 
2). Apparently while in Cyprus the leader
ship passed from Barnabas to Paul. Why it 
happened is not stated. For one thing Paul 
evidently was the more dominant person-
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ality. He was the spokesman in dealing with 
Elymas the sorcerer (w. 8-11). One sees 
here God’s will for Paul’s life asserting it
self (Acts 9:15 f.).

There is no evidence that Barnabas re
sented this change in leadership. But some 
see the possibility that this is what prompted 
Mark, Barnabas’ nephew, to return to Jeru
salem (13:13). Though this is not certain.

It is of interest that with Barnabas as 
the leader they went to Cyprus, his home 
country. When Paul became the leader they 
went to Asia Minor where Paul had been 
reared. But since they did not go to Tarsus 
this does not wholly explain their going to 
Asia Minor. This entire region was predom
inantly pagan territory. The Holy Spirit led 
them to virgin mission territory.

Devotional

The Greatest Need
By James Canaday, Pastor 

Central Baptist Church, Johnson City
There were the ruins of ancient Corinth. 

We had walked down the Lechaeum Road, 
avenue that led to the 
Agora, the spacious city 
square. On all sides were 
ruins of old buildings 
that had been temples, 
shops, night clubs, and 
business houses of a once 
flourishing city. We 
stood at the bema, where 
Paul was tried before 
the Roman governor, 
Gallio. We remembered 
the names of some of 
the members of the 
church there in Corinth:

Priscilla and Aquila, Titus Justus, Crispus, 
Erastus, and others. We recalled that the 
great apostle had penned some of his in
spired letters, including the epistle to the 
Romans, here at this place. As we stood 
there among those ancient ruins, a young 
musician in our group began to sing the 
beautiful words of the thirteenth chapter 
of First Corinthians.

If the members of the Corinthian church 
could have heard those melodious sounds, 
surely they would have rejoiced, for that 
thirteenth chapter was first addressed to 
them. But those old church members had 
passed away many centuries ago, and even 
their prosperous city was nothing but ruins.

Then we realized the truth that, though 
people and places pass away, God’s word 
shall not pass away.

The love message of First Corinthians

pulpit Co Jhiu
By Jim Griffith

As the football season closes, I’m 
reminded of reasons suggested for not 
attending football games. (Any simi
larity to reasons cited by some for not 
attending church is purely intention
al.)

“The coach never visits me.” (I’m 
thinking of moving my letter to an
other stadium where they have a 
friendlier coach.)

“They always ask for money when 
I go.”

“The game is too long.” (I just 
can’t sit in one place two and a half 
hours.)

“The games are always on week
ends.” (This is my only time to be 
with my family.)

“Every time I go, I see a lot of 
hypocrites.” (I’m a lot better person 
than some who are there for every 
game.)

“Most people just up and leave 
when the game is over—they don’t 
stop and speak to me.”

“My parents made me go when I 
was a child.” (And I said, “When I 
grew up, I wouldn’t go to another 
game!”)

Thirteen is just as meaningful and con
temporary today as it was to the Christians 
of the first century.

This old world has many needs today. 
It needs faith. We are living in a day when 
men do not trust one another. Children do 
not trust their parents. Church members 
do not trust their pastor, nor do they trust 
one another. Citizens do not trust their civic 
leaders. Nations do not trust other nations. 
Worse than all, men do not trust God, and 
they do not believe in Jesus. This old world 
needs faith. It is through faith that man 
receives God’s great salvation.

This old world needs hope. Daily we are 
hearing that the population of the earth is 
so increasing that within thirty years there 
will be terrible starvation, and untold prob
lems because of overcrowding? We are be
ing warned that the world may be blown 
apart by nuclear warfare. We are being 
told that the world is committing suicide by 
the pollutions of its air, water, and land. 
Many people are depressed and in despair. 
The world needs hope, the hope that only 
the living God can give.

Of all the needs, this old world needs 
divine love. Men need the love of friends. 
They need the love of families. Most of all, 
they need the love of God expressed in 
Christ.

“And now abideth faith, hope, love, these 
three; but the greatest of these is love.”
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News Analysis

Peace, Harmony Reign At State 
Conventions; Contrast With SBC

By Jim Newton 
For the Baptist Press

A spirit of peace, harmony, and an un
usual lack of controversy characterized the 
general tone of the 30 Baptist state conven
tions meeting for annual session during a 
four-week period in late October and No
vember.

Over and over, editors of Baptist state 
papers and Baptist Press correspondents 
described their convention meetings as “one 
of the best conventions ever—there was no 
controversy,” as they filed news reports 
through Baptist Press.

Some contrasted the harmonious, peace
ful spirit of most state conventions with the 
way numerous state Baptist paper editors 
characterized the spirit of the Southern 
Baptist Convention meeting last June in 
Denver, which some describe as “bitter, 
hostile, vitriolic, and unforgiving.”

Whether the spirit of the state conven
tions, however, is an indication that the 
denomination has turned the corner on doc
trinal polarization and differences is too 
early to tell. Much will depend on what 
happens at the national convention in St. 
Louis, next June.

In contrast to previous years when feder
al aid to education has been a dominant 
theme in the state meetings, the conven
tions this year were surprisingly void of 
controversial issues, with a few exceptions.

Alien Immersion
The issue which seemed to crop up most 

frequently seemed to be the question of 
“alien immersion,” the financial crunch 
some states are feeling, resolutions on 
pornography, drug abuse and alcohol, the 
traditional Baptist concern for separation 
of church and state, and support, or lack of 
it, for Baptist colleges and hospitals.

In four states, the controversial question 
of whether to seat messengers from church
es which practice “alien immersion” or 
“open communion” came up, but was re
solved only in California, and not clearly 
resolved there.

California Baptists rejected two constitu
tional amendments submitted last year which 
would have stricken current limitations 
against seating convention messengers from 
churches that practice alien immersion and 
open communion.

The convention left the matter unre
solved, however, when it adopted a report 
of a committee to define these two terms, 
but questioned what the committee meant 
when it said alien immersion is “baptism 
administered by any church other than 
churches of like faith and order.” It re

jected a proposal for a committee to define 
the phrase “churches of like faith and or
der.”

In sessions described as “remarkably har
monious,” the Arkansas Convention, 
plagued in recent years by a controversy 
stirred when four churches were ousted 
because of their doctrinal practices, con
tinued its committee study of resolving the 
doctrinal differences, and adopted the 1963 
Southern Baptist Convention’s “Statement 
of Baptist Faith and Message” as a doctri
nal basis for its study.

Financial Strain Noted
In South Carolina, two constitutional 

amendments were introduced for vote and 
discussion next year which would seek to 
prohibit churches that accept members bap
tized by some other means than immersion 
from being represented at the state conven
tion. The motion was obviously aimed at 
First Baptist church, Greenwood, S.C., 
which only one month earlier was narrowly 
ousted by the Abbeville Baptist Association 
because of its alien immersion policies.

And in Alabama, where there is no 
known Southern Baptist church that prac
tices alien immersion, a committee was 
asked to study the issue and report later.

About a dozen conventions took actions 
indicating that they were feeling the finan
cial crunch that comes with big yearly 
budget increases without equal increases in 
giving. Eight conventions increased their 
budgets only slightly. Two approved budget 
decreases, and two adopted the same budg
ets they had last year in order to catch up.

The New Mexico convention did not 
adopt a budget, but asked its State Mission 
Board to draft a budget in January after 
the convention approved what some called 
a “drastic reorganization” that includes 
elimination of about half-dozen staff mem
bers.

Not Too Pessimistic
In making the reorganization recommen

dation, a study committee pointed out that 
during the past 10 years, the convention’s 
budgets have exceeded income by $458,634, 
and that so far during 1970, the New Mexi
co convention is about $30,000 short of its 
budget.

Two conventions—Kansas and District of 
Columbia—approved budget decreases. 
Kansas is in the midst of a campaign to 
solve the financial insolvency of its Church 
Loan Association, and there was a spirit 
of optimism despite the $12,000 budget cut 
which is rather complicated, and some con

sider an increase rather than decrease. The 
$71,000 decrease in the District of Colum
bia budget was prompted when the conven
tion fell about $91,000 short of its 1970 
goal.

Tennessee and Virginia Baptists voted to 
keep their total budgets for 1971 at the 
same level as 1970 budgets, and Maryland 
Baptists increased their budget by $22,000 
even though they anticipated deficit financ
ing in 1971. Michigan also raised its goal 
by about $70,000, although the churches 
are giving about $35,000 less than the budg
et this year, mostly because of the auto 
strikes there.

Despite the financial crunch, there was 
apparently no spirit of pessimism in the 
conventions; but rather a realistic tightening 
of belts, many of the state correspondents 
indicated.

Two state conventions, Louisiana and 
Mississippi, increases slightly the percentage 
of their budgets going to Southern Baptist 
Convention world mission causes, and Vir
ginia Baptists defeated by a slim seven-vote 
margin a committee recommendation to cut 
two per cent from the portion they previ
ously had been allocating to SBC world 
mission causes. The narrow Virginia vote 
kept the allocation at 38 per cent to SBC 
causes.

Other Actions
Virginia Baptists also adopted a com

promise motion instead of an effort to elim
inate the budget’s $247,500 allocation to 
the University of Richmond because of the 
Baptist school’s policy allowing drinking on 
campus. The compromise will allow church
es that don’t like the university’s policy to 
stipulate that their funds will not go to the 
school, and still be able to count the gifts 
as Cooperative Program contributions rath
er than designated gifts.

In another controversy involving policies 
at Baptist schools, Tennessee Baptists re
quested Carson-Newman college in Jefferson 
City, Tenn., to rescind their policy permit- 
ing dancing on the campus. The censure 
of Carson-Newman came as a substitute for 
a compromise submitted by the Executive

(Continued on page 6)
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EDITORIALS

Business As Usual On Sunday?

One wag is alleged to have said to a friend: “Cheer up, 
things could be worse.” Later the friend reportedly said: 
“So sure enough, I cheered up, and things got worse.” 
And this about expresses our opinion concerning the al
most complete breakdown of any effective enforcement 
of Sunday closing laws.

Advertisements in Tennessee papers are reminding us 
that major department stores which have heretofore re
mained closed on Sunday are now making the Lord’s 
Day a “business as usual” day “for the Christmas season.” 
Our comment: “What a way to commemorate the birth 
of Our Lord!”

We are tired of hearing the arguments that since one 
store is open, another store has to do the same. From a 
business point of view, this may be sound. We doubt, 
however, that in the economy of God this could even be 
called good business.

Tennessee Baptists could, we believe, in short order 
close down these stores simply by refusing to shop on 
Sunday. Not only does Sunday shopping affect those who 
do business at the stores, it affects those employed at the 
stores. And some of these people would, we think, like 
to be able to go to church on Sunday.

We hope that Tennessee Baptists will express their op
position to the opening of these places of business on 
Sunday, both by refusing to shop on Sunday, and in per
sonal protest to the management of these stores. Our own 
inclination is to find a place which closes on Sunday to 
do what little shopping we plan to do during the week! 
And we hope that the stores are just a little ashamed about 
opening on Sunday; maybe ashamed enough to quit doing 
so!

Pope Paul Uninjured

Pope Paul VI escaped injury last week in an apparent 
assassination attempt in the Philippines. We are grateful 
that the spiritual leader of millions of Roman Catholics 
throughout the world was spared. The fact that the pontiff 
did not alter his itinerary for the remainder of his journey 
is a mark of the character and quiet determination of the 
man who at 76 is grappling with problems within the 
Catholic Church as severe as those faced by any type.

Our prayer for the pope and for any other religious 
leaders is that their lives might be spared violent and 
tragic endings in a world where violence appears to be a 
hallmark.

Page 4

Remember Foreign Missions

Tennessee Baptists this week are emphasizing the Lottie 
Moon Season of Prayer and Offering for Foreign Mis
sions. Goal for the annual offering is $16 million. Of 
this amount, Tennessee Baptists will give about $1 mil
lion. _ - -

Especial emphasis is being placed in Woman’s Mission
ary Union upon the Season of Prayer, and studies in the 
area of foreign missions. What began as a WMU effort, 
has become church-wide. For many years, women in 
Baptist churches were instrumental in keeping alive the 
spirit of foreign missions. Had it not been for their rather 
single-minded devotion to missions, Baptists today would 
be far behind our present level of missions activity.

Missions still is one area of emphasis where Baptists 
have no problem in close cooperation. And, during this 
time of prayer, special concern, and offering for foreign 
missions, it is our hope that Tennessee Baptists will give 
generously. The goal of $16 million is really more than 
a goal; it is almost a necessity for the operation of our pro
gram, of foreign missions during 1971.

PRODUCT OF A WARRING WORLD

'WHOEVER 6IVESTOONE OF THESE LITTLE ONES EVEN
A CUP OF COLD WATER, BECAUSE HE IS A DISCIPLE, 
TRULY, I SAY TO YOU, HE SHALL NOT LOSE HIS REWARD?

Baptist And Reflector



Missionary Radio-TV Workers 
Interpret Local Needs Abroad

RICHMOND—The four Southern Bap
tist missionaries who serve as regional radio 
and television representatives overseas inter
preted their jobs mainly in terms of local 
needs during a three-day conference with 
SBC Foreign Mission Board officials here.

The broadcast media specialists described 
to board administrators their work in getting 
the Christian message to people through the 
use of radio and television, and said they 
saw themselves as members of a missions 
team and view their work in terms of the 
whole Christian mission.

Participating in the conference were Alan 
W. Compton, Mexico City, radio-tv repre
sentative for Latin America; E. Wesley 
Miller, Ruschlikon, Switzerland, who works 
in Europe and the Middle East; Milton E. 
Cunningham Jr., Nairobi, Kenya, with re
sponsibility for Africa south of the Sahara; 
and J. O. Terry Jr., Manila, serving East and 
Southeast Asia.

“In Africa,” explained Cunningham, “we 
try to take advantage of what is available 
locally to meet the needs of people.”

Programming Emphasized
As an example, he cited spot announce

ments in Portuguese Angola, promoting the 
Bible Way Correspondence Course, which 
draws a steady flow of response from people 
wanting to study the scriptures.

Cunningham said another example of use 
of broadcast media to meet local needs is 
the religious programming for use on gov
ernment broadcasting services in parts of 
Africa.

Compton, the first regional radio-tv rep
resentative appointed by the board in 1965, 
emphasized programming, which he defined 
as “getting the message out where people 
can get at it.”

Elaborating, Compton sees programming 
in terms of three questions: Who do we 
want to speak to? What do we want to say? 
What results do we want to achieve?

“Follow-up efforts count most,” Compton 
insisted. “This is involvement in building 
new churches, in starting work in new 
places.”

After making an audience survey, Vene
zuelan Baptists are using a series of radio 
broadcasts and adjunct approaches to “crack 
some doors” for evangelistic witness in a 
major city in their country, Compton said.

Ethnic Language Broadcasts
“Local broadcasting,” said Miller, “can 

support the purposes and schedules of the 
churches in a given locality.

“In fact,” he added, “we do not want to 
consider any broadcast opportunity without 
follow-up plans.”

Miller cited as an example ethnic language 
broadcasts in Rumanian, Polish, Hungarian, 
and Russian from an international short

wave station carrying the gospel into Eastern 
Europe.

In recent months, religious telecasting has 
been begun by Baptists in the Philippines, 
and plans are underway for stepped-up tele
casting in Indonesia, Terry reported.

The radio-tv representatives met with the 
Foreign Mission Board’s Overseas Division 
director, Winston Crawley, and several 
board area secretaries. Charles Bryan, secre
tary for Middle America and the Caribbean 
presided.

The group gave attention to practical 
matters of equipment and program produc
tion. They also worked on ways and means 
to share information and expertise with the 
missions (organizations of Southern Baptist 
missionaries in a country) that they serve.

From Richmond the missionaries went to 
Fort Worth to confer with staff members 
of the SBC Radio and Television Commis
sion. (BP) '

National Catholic Conferences 
Report a $2 Million Deficit

WASHINGTON, D.C.—A deficit of $2 
million this year in the operation of the 
National Conference of Catholic Bishops 
(NCCB) and the U.S. Catholic Conference 
(USCC) is expected and the nation’s 47 
million Roman Catholics may be asked to 
increase their giving by 50 per cent to cover 
it.

This was reported to the opening session 
of the NCCB’s semi-annual meeting here 
(Nov. 16) by NCCB treasurer Archbishop 
John J. Maguire, coadjutor of the New 
York archdiocese, and relayed to news 
media in a press conference afterward by 
Father Robert F. Trisco of the Catholic 
University of America.

He said the NCCB’s Budeet and Finance 
Committee blamed the deficit—believed to 
be the largest on record—on a variety of 
causes.

Among these were an increase in the 
budget approved subsequent to the No
vember 1969 bishops’ meeting, decreases in 
interest income brought about by the use of 
$2 million in surplus funds, and an esti
mated decrease of $1 million in the annual 
overseas relief (Laetare) collection.

“The budget committee therefore rec
ommended,” Father Trisco said, “that the 
budget for the forthcoming year (1971) be 
lower than was approved for this year.”

The budget recommended for 1971 is 
$10,263,194 for the NCCB and the USCC, 
compared with $11,181,693 for 1970, a 
reduction of $918,499.

In strongly recommending a balanced 
budget, the committee said it will be neces
sary to increase diocesan quotas by 50 per 
cent. (RNS) r

Hugo H. Culpepper, right, professor of 
Christian missions at Southern Baptist Theo
logical seminary, Louisville, Ky., looks over 
a 150-year-old Bible in the seminary’s Lottie 
Moon room with Don Dilday, a Tennessean 
studying at the seminary. Dilday is a second- 
year student from the Oak Grove church in 
Weakley County. The Lottie Moon Room, 
which contains many of the famous Baptist 
missionary’s personal belongings, features a 
life-size picture of Miss Moon and her Chi
nese friends (background).

Marshal! Elected Missouri 
Student Work Secretary

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo.—A profession
al engineer turned religious worker with stu
dents has been elected the new state 
secretary of Baptist Student work in Mis
souri, effective Jan. 1, 1971.

William L. Marshall, 37, former director 
of Baptist student activities for the metro
politan areas of Kansas City, Mo., was 
named to succeed Elgin Lee in the post by 
the Executive Board of the Missouri Bap
tist Convention with offices here.

Marshall will direct the convention’s work 
with students on 35 Missouri campuses. A 
native of Mt. Vernon, Mo., Marshall is a 
graduate of Missouri university, Columbia, 
with a degree in mechanical engineering; 
and Midwestern Baptist Theological semi
nary, Kansas City. (BP)

Congo Property Transferred
The British Baptist Missionary Society 

(BMS) has turned over all its property in 
the Congo mission to the newly constituted 
“Church of Christ in Congo, Baptist Com' 
munity of the Congo River.”

The action was taken in London by the 
society’s general committee “with generosity 
and prayerful good wishes,” according to 
the Baptist Times, British weekly denomi
national newspaper.

Fred Drake, associate overseas secretary 
of BMS, said that the society would dis
solve the BMS Corporation in Congo, which 
had been there as a legal body since 1884. 
The transfer of property fulfills a promise 
made in 1960. (EBPS)
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Role Of The Dying As Teachers 
Is Explained To Chaplains

NEWTON, Mass.—Dying patients act as 
teachers for future chaplains enrolled in 
training programs at the University of 
Chicago hospitals.

Dr. Carl A. Nighswonger, director of the 
program, addressed a joint conference of the 
American Association of Pastoral Counsel
ing and the Association for Clinical Pastoral 
Education here.

“The dying patient,” says Dr. Nighs
wonger, “helps the pastoral counselor under
stand the unique and dynamic nature of the 
Walk through the Valley.”

Over 100 theological students and clergy 
have participated in the five-year old pro
gram. The chaplains worked with 400 
“terminally ill patients” who agreed to act 
as “teachers.”

By counseling with these patients, the 
chaplain is “challenged to become an agent 
of change, enabling the patient to experi
ence a trust in the goodness of life, its mean
ing and purpose, and its ultimate fulfillment 
in death,” said Dr. Nighswonger.

The need for new attitudes in dealing 
with death had been highlighted earlier by 
the conference keynote speaker, Dr. Joseph 
Fletcher. “Patients often die too late, not 
too soon,” said the Episcopal theologian, 
“betubed, sedated, glucosed, aerated, and 
comotose. Saving life is not always saving 
people.”

Dr. Fletcher cited statistics indicating that 
90 per cent of a sampling of people between 
50 and 86 years old do not want to be 
“kept going” beyond a certain point.

Funeral practices which “deliberately and 
callously bury a precious medical life-saving 
resource like the human body are immoral 
acts,” said Fletcher, calling upon pastoral 
counselors to re-educate people towards me
morial services, rather than burials. (RNS)

Three Baptist Board Employes
To Attend White House Conference

NASHVILLE—Three employes of the 
Southern Baptist Sunday School Board 
have been invited by President Nixon to at
tend the White House Conference on Chil
dren, Dec. 13-18.

They are Mrs. Ada Rutledge, consultant 
in preschool work; Eugene Chamberlain, re
search and program design specialist; and 
Robert Fulbright, supervisor, all of the pre
school and children’s section, Sunday School 
department.

Mrs. Rutledge will serve on the program 
during the forum dealing with the subject 
“Emergence of Identity: The First Six 
Years.”

The conference, held once every 10 years, 
has as its goal “to enhance and cherish the 
individuality and identity of each child 
through the recognition and encouragement 
of his or her own development, regardless of 
environmental conditions or circumstances 
of birth.”

Peace, Harmony Reign
(Continued from page 3)

Board, suggesting that a committee study 
the “social needs” at Carson-Newman and 
report back next year.

Meanwhile, the Florida Baptist Conven
tion completely reversed its last year’s 
disapproval of Stetson university of over
whelmingly adopting a committee recom
mendation that it continue its current 
relationship with Stetson. Last year, the 
convention defeated by only five votes a 
motion to cut Stetson’s $300,000 allocation 
from the budget.

In Texas, messengers to the state conven
tion calmly voted to release Baylor Uni
versity College of Dentistry in Dallas to its 
own board of trustees, primarily because of 
the expense in operating the school and 
convention restrictions against government 
aid. The Texas convention also asked a 
committee to look into ways to help the 
University of Corpus Christi return $500,- 
000 it borrowed from the Small Business 
Administration to help rebuild after Hurri
cane Celia.

Hospitals Released
Two state conventions voted to divest 

themselves of hospitals. In Arizona, a year
long controversy apparently was ended with 
a vote to “release” ownership of three hos
pitals to their boards of trustees, provided 
the boards pay the convention $500,000 in 
“settlement” of legal and court actions to 
decide ownership of the hospitals.

And in Louisiana, for the second straight 
year, the messengers voted to release one 
of its hospitals—Baptist Hospital in Alex
andria, La.,—so that the hospital could ac
cept federal aid.

Only one state—California—adopted spe
cific policies regarding federal aid to its in
stitutions. Adopting a committee study on 
the policy, the convention ruled out govern
ment grants and low-interest loans, but 
approved a “long-term government loans 
at a going interest rate” and grants and 
loans to individual students.

In Arkansas, the president of Southern 
Baptist College, Walnut Ridge, issued a 
plea for Baptist colleges to accept state aid 
aimed at equalizing tuition costs at state 
and private schools, but no action was tak
en.

Tuition Voucher Opposed
Several other state conventions, however, 

strongly opposed the “tuition voucher” con
cept on the public and parochial elementary 
school level. Missouri, Illinois, Michigan, 
Louisiana, Texas and Colorado Baptists 
adopted resolutions opposing aid to paro
chial schools in their states.

The neighboring states of Virginia and 
North Carolina adopted resolutions giving 
opposite views regarding prayer in public 
schools, and so-called “prayer amendments” 
to the constitution. Most Southern Baptist 
state conventions have repeatedly opposed 
such amendments, as Virginia Baptists did 

this year; but North Carolina barely adopted 
a resolution criticizing the U.S. Supreme 
Court for its ruling against prayer in public 
schools.

A half-dozen or more conventions 
adopted resolutions critical of President 
Richard M. Nixon for appointing a person
al representative to the Vatican, but District 
of Columbia Baptists tabled such a resolu
tion after one messenger said it was poorly 
worded and contradicted itself.

Almost a dozen conventions, however, 
told the President they appreciated his stand 
in rejecting the report of the President’s 
Commission on Obscenity and Pornography. 
Arkansas Baptists called the report “ir
responsible, misleading and in tragic error.”

In four different states, concern was ex
pressed over strained relationships between 
pastors and churches, how to get pastor-less 
churches and church-less pastors together, 
and the problems of inadequate salaries for 
church staff people.

Information for Churches
Both Georgia and South Carolina Bap

tists voted to create an office in the state 
convention headquarters to provide infor
mation for churches seeking pastors, and 
pastors seeking churches. Both stressed the 
office would have no power or authority; 
but only would provide information.

Virginia Baptists asked their General 
Board to study the problem of “pastorates 
forcibly terminated” and report with recom
mendations next year; and Illinois Baptists 
asked a committee to suggest a pay scale 
for ministers and other church workers— 
carefully pointing out that the pay scale 
would not be binding on any church.

Two state conventions—Texas and North 
Carolina—discussed the possibility of hold
ing a joint session with Negro Baptists in 
the state. Texas definitely voted to hold 
such a joint convention and North Carolina 
asked its General Board to take later action 
on a similar proposal.

A few conventions featured speakers who 
called to an end to “racism in our land,” 
and Michigan, Texas and Virginia Baptists 
adopted strongly-worded statements on race 
relations, District of Columbia Baptists took 
in four new black churches, and for the 
first time, a Negro Baptist woman presided 
over the sessions of Northwest Baptist Con
vention which elected her vice president 
last year.

Generally, the state conventions were 
quiet, harmonious, and void of controversy. 
Some observed it was a welcome change 
from previous sessions.

Clearly no other person can be Jesus; he 
can only be himself. But if under the chal
lenge of the life of Jesus he discovers what 
it means for him. to live a life of self
sacrificing, self-giving love, he will have 
comprehended the goal of goodness for his 
own life.—Malcolm Tolbert in “Walking 
With the Lord,” a Broadman book.
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Children's Homes

My Name Is In The Book
By James M. Gregg 
Executive Director

In a big city on a cold Sunday, a family 
of children slipped inside a church building 
to get warm. While there the people began 
to gather and the preacher, after hymns and 
prayers, read from the Bible and preached. 
His text was Luke 15:2 “This man (Christ 
Jesus) receiveth sinners and eateth with 
them.” As he spoke, God was speaking to 
the oldest of these children, a nine-year-old 
girl.

The service over, the child went up to the 
pastor and said, “Please sir, I didn’t know 
my name was in the book.” “And what is 
your name, little girl?” asked the minister. 
“Edith, sir” she answered. “No, Edith 
doesn’t come in the Bible” he said. “Oh, 
yes, sir, you read this man Christ Jesus 
receiveth sinners and EDITH with them.”

The little girl’s quotation was wrong but 
you will agree with me that her theology 
was right. The Lord’s “whosoevers” include 
every Edith, Mary, Henry, Tom, and Jim, 
and indeed everyone who will come to Him 
as a sinner. Some fifty of our children this 
year have been saved. Because you love and 
care, pray and give, hundreds of little boys 
and girls will learn, many of them for the 
first time, that their names are in the Book 
and that Jesus loves them.

Thank you, Tennessee Baptists.

Vietnamese Baptists Urged 
To Become Self-Supporting

SAIGON—Financial supplements for 
Vietnamese Baptist pastors will end Dec. 
31, 1971. by unanimous decision of South
ern Baptist missionaries in South Vietnam, 
and Baptist congregations in that country 
are being urged toward self-support.

The missionaries have initiated teach
ing and training aimed at cessation of pas
toral aid supplements. They began with a 
two-day stewardship conference for lay
men.

Missionaries and pastors had met in an 
earlier session. The stewardship conference 
was for laymen only, “whom missionaries 
feel are the keys to self-supporting 
churches for Vietnam,” reported Ronald D. 
Merrell Sr., missionary press representa
tive.

The conference was attended by laymen 
of the 20 Baptist churches and chapels in 
Danang, Dalat, Nhatrang, Camranh. Quin- 
hon, Cantho and Saigon.

The purpose of the meeting was set forth 
by Missionary Herman P. Hayes as he 
introduced “the imperative of the concept 
of the indigenous church.” Hayes empha
sized that Vietnamese churches should fol
low the New Testament pattern of being 
self-governing, self-supporting, and self
propagating. (BP)

Mississippi Baptists Defeat 
Trustee Power Limitations

JACKSON, Miss.—The Mississippi Bap
tist Convention refused to restrict the pow
ers of trustees of its institutions to ad
minister them, defeating two proposed con
stitutional amendments, one of which 
would permit use of federal funds without 
convention approval.

In other actions, the convention adopted 
a record budget, approved a year-long 
study of Christian education, and continued 
a committee study on whether the conven
tion should rebuild its assemblies destroyed 
by Hurricane Camille.

The first of the constitutional amend
ments would have added the phrase “the 
convention itself” to the list of limitations 
mentioned by the constitution on the pow
ers of the trustees of the institutions.

The second would have stated that “no 
federally funded program shall be approved 
or administered by the trustees . . . without 
specific convention approval.”

Both amendments were rejected by a 
strong majority. Last year, the Mississippi 
Convention declined to instruct the trustees 
of its institutions in any matter of policy, 
but it did urge the trustees “not to accept 
federal aid for the institutions themselves.”

Approving the report of its Christian 
education study committee appointed last 
year, Mississippi Baptists were asked to give 
continuing emphasis on Christian education 
which will stimulate Cooperative Program 
giving and make possible greater financial 
support for the schools. (BP)

Education Scene

Contrary to widespread public impression 
the major problems besetting higher edu
cation in America today are not those as
sociated with violence but the decline of 
academic standards. The general public is 
probably unaware that a growing propor
tion of college students are subject to few
er and fewer requirements and less and less 
evaluation than ever before.

These developments seem to be less 
alarming since they are invariably present
ed under attractive slogans such as educa
tional innovation, flexibility, responsiveness 
to student needs, encouragement of cre
ativity, etc. However, the fact remains that 
when a student is evaluated for his work 
only in terms of pass or fail, he is no long
er evaluated.

The philosophical sources of the current 
pressures against meaningful evaluation lie 
outside the values and criteria of the aca
demic-intellectual realm. They stem from 
the rejection of any differentiation between 
people (other than on exceedingly subjec
tive moral-ethical grounds), from an over
reaction against the competitive ethos of 
American life (allegedly connected with 
competing for good grades) and from an

ZONDERVAN

...the 
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the great 
opportunity 
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by Lawrence 0. Richards
"Let's do it differently" is the 
cry sweeping the country 
today, and the Church of 
Jesus Christ is right smack in 
the middle of it. So says this 
noted Christian columnist 
and author in a thoroughly 
exciting new book which 
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it according to God’s Word.

A bold, adventurous look 
into the Church of tomorrow 
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Cloth, $5.95

ethos of permissiveness that spread from 
middle-class families to the colleges, where 
many teachers have come to equate making 
demands on students (and evaluating the 
response to such demands) with a form of 
antiquated authoritarianism.

—Paul Hollander
Associate Professor of Sociology 
University of Massachusetts

♦

TV is educational. It puts repairmen’s 
kids through college.
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Tennessee Hews Briefs
At the first annual meeting of the Tennes

see Section of the American Association of 
Physics Teachers held Nov. 21 at South
western university, Memphis, tribute was 
paid to Dr. Paul J. Haig, former physics 
teacher at Carson-Newman college, Jeffer
son City, who was killed in an automobile 
accident on Nov. 2. Haig was secretary
treasurer of the group. The tribute was 
written by Dr. John Burton, chairman of the 
Carson-Newman Physics department and 
was read by Dr. Albert Myers, chairman of 
the Carson-Newman Chemistry department. 
The entire program of the association was 
dedicated to the memory of Haig. He had 
been scheduled to speak at the meeting.

Miss Carson-Newman college, 1971, will 
be selected from a field of 39 young ladies 
in the school's Holt Fieldhouse on Dec. 3 
at 8 p.m. The crowning of Miss Carson- 
Newman will culminate two nights of vigor
ous competition in swimsuit and talent 
divisions with each girl being judged on 
beauty, poise, talent, and personal charm. 
The theme of this year’s event is “Carousel.” 
The winner will go to the Miss Tennessee 
beauty contest in Jackson.

Leadership Changes
Ernest O. Hamilton, a graduate of Bel

mont college, Nashville, and former pastor 
of Immanuel church, Portland, has been 
named director of electronic data processing 
at Southwestern Baptist Theological semi
nary, Fort Worth, Texas, according to Rob
ert E. Naylor, seminary president. Hamilton 
will receive the master of divinity degree 
from the seminary in May, 1971.

West Side Baptist church, Greenwood, 
S.C., has called Bruce A. Russell as pastor. 
Russell has served as pastor of Memorial 
church, Hixson, for the past nine and one- 
half years. During his ministry at Memorial, 
some 500 persons were added to the mem
bership, the sanctuary was completely re
decorated, the building was tiled, additional 
property valued at $45,000 and a new pas- 
torium valued at $30,000 were purchased.

Hardeman County association churches 
with new pastors are: Hebron, W. R. Prince; 
Hickory Valley, J. E. Cooper; and Walnut 
Grove, Lester Latch.

Michael R. Collins, minister of education 
and youth, Wallace Memorial church, Knox
ville, has resigned to become associate di
rector in the Sunday School department of 
the Florida Baptist Convention. His new 
responsibilities will be in the field of youth 
and Vacation Bible School. Jim McClusky 
is pastor at Wallace Memorial.

Island Home church, Knoxville, has or 
dained Herman Weaver as a deacon.

Grace church, Nashville, has ordained 
Jack Hall, Charles Faulkner, and John 
Vaughn as deacons. Hiram LeMay is pas
tor.

Lincoya Hills church, Nashville, has or
dained Mike R. Galloway into the gospel 
ministry. Galloway, a native of Knoxville, 
is a sophomore at Belmont college, Nash
ville. Richard L. Wakefield serves as pastor 
at Lincoya Hills.

Roy Shepard, pastor of Viola church, 
Maury association, is convalescing at home 
following a fall from a ladder some four 
weeks ago at which time he suffered a bro
ken spine.

Emmanuel church, Jefferson City, has 
ordained Robert S. Arnwine and William 
Puckett as deacons. Charles Phillips is pas
tor.

Religion Around the World
Beginning in 1971 the Swiss Baptist 

Union will embark on a new special pro
gram of Christian education and member
ship training. Claus Meister, of Ruschlikon, 
president of the union, said the union hopes 
to reach more professional people by sched
uling its one-day activities on Saturdays 
when they can attend.

A printed leaflet giving dates for new spe
cial courses, and for other traditional events 
in the union during 1971, has been cir
culated in the union’s 14 churches, all but 
one located in the German-speaking area of 
the country. (EBPS)

The Baptist seminary in Hamburg, West 
Germany, has observed its 90th anniversary 
with special services. Founded in 1880, the 
seminary became a training center for Ger
man pastors. During its nine decades, how
ever, it has trained Baptist pastors from 
several other European countries.

During its current term, it has 56 stu
dents, according to director Rudolf Thaut. 
The standard period of study covers 10 se
mesters.

Luigi D’Isanto, a Baptist minister, has 
resigned his church to become mayor of the 
town of San Vito on the Italian island of 
Sardinia.

Earlier the minister started a sweater man
ufacturing cooperative in San Vito to create 
employment and called it an experiment in 
Christian social action. He hopes to bring 
social reform to the town that will help 
overcome poverty among its 5500 inhabi
tants. (EBPS)

Baptist VIEWpoll

Martin B. Bradley, Director

Leaders In Sympathy With Israel
NASHVILLE—The Baptist VIEWpoll 

has learned in a survey of Southern Bap
tist pastors and Sunday School teachers 
that sympathy among Baptist leaders rests 
strongly with Israel in the Middle East 
crisis.

Panel members were asked this question 
in August 1970: “In the trouble between 
Israel and the Arab nations in the Middle 
East, are your sympathies more with Israel 
or more with the Arab states?”

“Israel” was the reply of 77 per cent of 
the pastors and 73 per cent of the teachers.

“Arab states” claimed the sympathy of 
only 2.6 per cent of the pastors and 1.1 
per cent of the teachers.

“Neither” side received sympathy from 
15.2 per cent of the pastors and 18.2 per 
cent of the teachers. Also, some of the pas
tors (5.2 per cent) and teachers (7.7 per 
cent) had “no opinion” on the crisis.

When the same question was asked of 
Baptist leaders in March 1969, 71.9 per 
cent of the pastors and 69.3 per cent of the 
teachers expressed sympathy for Israel.

This represents an increase in support 
of Israel which comes mainly from those 
either uncommitted or having no opinion 
in 1969. However, Arab states did lose 
some support among liberal supporters, and 
this could have been activated by the 
Arab sky-jackings which occurred during 
the period the poll was being taken.

In the Gallup Poll of March 1970, 44 
per cent of American adults were in sym
pathy with Israel, 3 per cent with the Arab 
states, and 43 per cent were either uncom
mitted or had no opinion.

Baptist VIEWpoll findings are based on 
92 per cent response of the panel members. 
(BP)

A 15-minute documentary film on Bap
tist beliefs and practices has been televised 
in the Irish Republic by the national net
work, Radio Telefis Eireann. A complete 
service, depicting believer’s baptism, was in
cluded in the program which was prepared 
at Brannockstown Baptist church, a rural 
church 30 miles west of Dublin.

A Baptist farming family was featured 
and the secretary of the Southern Irish Bap
tist District association, Robert Dunlop, was 
interviewed. Dunlop is also pastor at Bran
nockstown. (EBPS)

During Founders Day ceremonies at 
Grand Canyon college, Phoenix, Ariz., 
Charles L. McKay, pastor of First Southern 
Baptist church, Scottsdale, Ariz., and for
mer executive secretary of the Arizona 
Southern Baptist Convention, was awarded 
an honorary LL.D, degree. McKay, for 18 
months acting president of the college 
(1965-1966), brought the Founders Day 
address.
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Revival Results
Henards Chapel, Holston Valley associa

tion, reports nine professions of faith, five 
of these baptism, two additions by letter, 
and 50 rededications during their recent re
vival. The church has voted to remodel the 
auditorium at a cost of approximately 
$5000. M. L. White is pastor.

Pleasant Grove church, Holston associa
tion, reports 19 decisions for Christ during 
their recent revival. David Tydings, pastor, 
Bowmantown church, same association, was 
the evangelist. Paul M. Broyles is pastor.

Bowmantown church, Holston association, 
reports seven decisions for Christ during 
their recent revival. W. Paul Hall, associate 
in the Missions department, Tennessee Bap
tist Convention, was the evangelist. David 
Tydings, pastor, directed the music.

First church, Bolivar, reports three pro
fessions of faith and 10 rededications during 
their recent revival. Bernard Campbell, pas
tor, North Cleveland church, Cleveland, was 
the evangelist and James Pulliam led the 
singing. E. B. Bowen is pastor.

First church, Whiteville, reports two pro
fessions of faith and several rededications 
during their recent revival. Crawford Wil
liams, of Tallulah, La., was the evangelist.

Luther Rice College
Adopts Building Plan

Luther Rice college has authorized the 
formulation of a master plan for building 
construction and campus development on 
its 32-acre property one mile south of Cap
ital Beltway Exit three near the intersection 
of South Van Dorn Street and Franconia 
Road in Alexandria, Va. The School was 
founded and is operated by Baptists in the 
National Capital area.

C. L. Bishop, president of the college and 
pastor of Franconia Baptist church, Alex
andria, says he envisions a modern educa
tional plan consisting of classrooms, office 
space, laboratories, dormitories, cafeteria, 
bookstore, and library.

The college, providing a four-year liberal 
arts curriculum for the first time this year, 
has initiated a building fund drive aimed at 
covering initial construction costs. R. N. 
Dutton, pastor of Temple Baptist church, 
Washington, is director of development for 
the school and is leading the fund-raising 
campaign.

IF YOU ARE A $50 SPENDER,PUT BIKES AND 
DRESSES ON THE. SCALE WITH LITERACY 
'TEACHING AND DOCTOR'S EQUIPMENT IF 
YOU ARE A $500 SPENDER,WEIGH FUR AGAINST 
A MISSIONARY'S SALARY, OR TRY TO BALANCE 
A $5OOO CAR WITH FOUR BUILDINGS NEED
ED FOR BIBLE SCHOOLS IN UGANDA. 
WHATEVER YOUR LEVEL OF SPENDING THE 
LOTTIE MOON CHRISTMAS OFFERING FOR 
FOREIGN MISSIONS IS YOUR CHANCE TO 
BALANCE LOVE FOR FAMILY AND FRIENDS 
WITH CONCERN! FORTHOSE WHO HAVE 
NOT HEARD OF THE SAVIOUR'S BIRTH. 
$|6ZOOQOOO NEEDED. HOW MUGI WILL YOU GIVE?

Thursday, December 3, 1970 Page 9



Atlanta Group Reluctant 
To Give Land For Center

ATLANTA—The Atlanta Baptist Asso
ciation’s executive committee postponed 
calling a special meeting of the association 
to consider a proposal that would give a- 
bout 500 acres of Atlanta Baptist college 
property to the Georgia Baptist Conven
tion, expressing reluctance to give away 
the valuable land.

In a called meeting, the committee voted 
down a motion to waive the required 30- 
day notice for calling an associational meet
ing, and adjourned without setting a date 
for consideration of the proposal to es
tablish a huge Baptist center on the proper
ty in northwest Atlanta.

Don Aderhold, pastor of Columbia Drive 
Baptist church here, made the motion to 
adjourn saying all the proceedings thus far 
in regard to the proposal to turn the prop
erty'’ over to the state convention had been 
“irregular.”

He moved that the committee adjourn 
until the college trustees had an official 
recommendation to make, and until the 
association had investigated title of the 
property and studied possible provisions 
for its reversion to the association if the 
college ceases operation.

Even though his motion to adjourn 
passed, the committee remained informally 
to hear information on the proposal from 
college officials.

Monroe F. Swilley, president of Atlanta 
Baptist college, said that between now and 
June the association would have to pro
duce $500,000 to $600,000 if the college 
is to operate during 1971-72. He said he 
does not foresee this possibility.

Swilley added that funds from recent 
sale of 54 acres of college propertv is be
ing used to reduce indebtedness and would
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not permit the college to operate longer 
than the end of this school year.

Jarvis Hill, dean of the college, said that 
$84,000 is needed to purchase library books 
in order to maintain the school’s candidacy 
for accreditation, and observed such sup
port is not likely forthcoming.

“I won’t be a part any more of raising 
false hopes for students who have put their 
future on the line,” he said. “We need to 
be able to plan for more than one year at 
a time.”

Swilley called for quick action on the 
proposal to give the land to the convention, 
pointing out that the school will need to 
know by February in order to make prop
er budget and faculty contract plans.

During the meeting of the Georgia Bap
tist Convention the previous week, the state 
body authorized its Executive Committee to 
negotiate with the college trustees and the 
Atlanta Baptist Association on the trans
fer of the property, with the understand
ing that the state convention offices would 
move from downtown Atlanta to the 500- 
acre site.

Plans were announced at the state con
vention for establishment of a huge Baptist 
center on the property, with offices for the 
convention, the Atlanta association, a pro
posed new home for the aged, the Georgia 
Baptist Children’s Home offices, and possi
bly offices of other local and Southern Bap
tist agencies, provided the association and 
college trustees approve the proposal. (BP)

Protestant Federation Of Italy
Advocates Reforms

FLORENCE, Italy—The Protestant Fed
eration of Italy voted here to work for the 
recognition of conscientious objectors and 
for the removal of Catholic religion class
es from Italian public schools.

The federation also will work to abolish 
the 1929 Lateran Treaty (between the 
Vatican and Italy) and the National law 
prohibiting criticism of the church, renort- 
ed Mrs. Benjamin R. Lawton, a Southern 
Baptist missionary who attended the inter
denominational meeting as an observer.

Two other “conclusions” of the federa
tion were to refuse anv privilege which 
would violate the principle of separation 
of church and state and to combat the 
requirement that evangelical pastors be 
“recognized” by the state in order to per
form pastoral duties, Mrs. Lawton said.

Four Italian Baptists were elected to 
membership in the Federation’s Executive 
Council. Three are pastors of Baptist 
churches, and one is woman from Rome. 
Baptists, Lutherans, Methodists and Wal- 
densians comprise membership of the four- 
year-old federation. (BP)
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Methodist Membership Declines; 
Drop Of 117,850 Cited In Year

EVANSTON, III.—For the second 
straight year, membership declined in the 
United Methodist Church.

The denomination’s statistical report, is 
sued Nov. 17, shows 10,671,774 members 
—a drop of 117,850 members from the 
previous year.

Not included in the report are 1,807,847 
“preparatory members.”

Attendance at principal weekly worship 
services throughout the denomination was 
3,853,703, down about 140,000 from last 
year. Church schools enrolled 5,924,464 
pupils, a decrease of about 327,000 from 
a year ago.

Church school attendance is down 
200,000 from the 1969 report. Average 
church school attendance was listed as 3,- 
264,850.

Giving for all church causes is up $38 
million, according to the denomination’s 
general treasurer, Dr. R. Bryan Brawner. 
However, Dr. Brawner noted that the 
$723,778,211 given to the Church cannot 
be fairly compared with last year’s giving 
because of a change in fiscal years by 17 
annual conferences. (RNS)
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Plan of Union Scored 
By Presbyterian Men

Opposition to the Plan of Union for merg
ing nine protestant denominations into one 
25-million member “Church of Christ Unit
ing” has been registered by the Presbyterian 
Lay Committee, a group of United Presby
terian laymen.

“The Lay Committee is opposed to the • 
COCU Plan of Union” stated Roger Hull, 
Chairman of the Committee’s Board of Di
rectors, “because it would abolish the United 
Presbyterian Church and all of its individual 
member churches as such and as a result, 
the local congregation would lose the right 
to vote on matters which are traditionally 
and historically the responsibility of the con
gregation under our presbyterian form of 
government—such as the selection of its 
minister, its place of meeting, its budget, its 
property, its programs, the election of its 
elders, trustees, and other church officers.”

“In opposing this Plan” continued 
Hull “the Lay Committee has taken a 
positive stand in favor of preserving 
Presbyterianism. We are committed to 
being Presbyterian. If there are mem
bers who wish to leave the Presbyterian 
Church for this new Church, we extend 
them our good win, our respect and 
our best wishes. We, who are Presby
terian, intend to remain Presbyterian.”
This action of the Lay Committee was 

taken by the Board of Directors who ap
proved unanimously a Resolution opposing 
the Plan of Union which had been drafted 
by Consultation on Church Union (COCU) 
and presented to each of the nine denomina
tions for study and later action. The Board 
considered the following provisions of the 
Plan to be unacceptable:

—provisions which deprive members of 
a congregation of their present right to 
select a minister for that congregation and 
which substitute therefor the nomination of 
ministers by bishops and district and parish 
committees and their election by the parish 
—not by the congregation.

—provisions which deprive members of a 
congregation of their present right to elect 
their own officers and which eliminate the
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offices of elders and trustees of individual 
congregations.

—provisions which deprive members 
of a congregation of their present right 
to determine the general programs of 
their congregation and the use to which 
funds contributed by them shall be de
voted and which substitute therefor the 
determination of such matters by 
parishes.
—provisions which require all church 

property—including houses of worship, 
manses, endowment funds and other con
gregational assets—to be transferred from 
congregational ownership to parish owner
ship.

—provisions which permit parishes to de
termine whether the Word of God shall 
continue to be preached in any given church 
edifice and whether that edifice shall be 
disposed of or used for wholly different 
purposes.

—provisions which eliminate congrega
tions as basic units and which substitute 
therefor parishes as basic units.

—many other provisions which discard 
our present form of democratic government 
and substitute therefor the episcopal form 
headed by bishops and councils with local 
congregations having no existence except as 
these bishops and councils, separated and 
isolated from members of congregations, 
may determine from time to time.

devotional
classic
MY UTMOST 
FOR HIS 
HIGHEST 
by the late 
OSWALD 
CHAMBERS!

FOR HIS
TOUR THE HOLY LAND 

Next Spring With
Ansell T. Baker, Pastor of

Central Baptist Church, Chattanooga 
Write for Details

901 Woodmore Lane, Chattanooga, Tenn. 37411
10 Days—Departure Mar. 10

Literally thousands have
come to know and ove the
late Oswa d Chamber s
devotional classic, My Ut-
most For His Highest. Now —
a most worthy sequel has
been made aval ab e

LARGE TYPE 
CONCORDANCE

Still Higher For His Highest
contains 366 new thought
provoking inspirational read

BIBLE
SUPERB TYPE, 
extra large and bold. 
Pronouncing.
MODERATE SIZE 
Easy to carry.
Size 6% x 9 inches.
INDIA PAPER.
Only 1 in. thick.

CONCORDANCE 
REFERENCES
COLORED MAPS 
FAMILY RECORD

4690X: Genuine 
leather, flexible semi
overlapping covers,

King 
James 
Version

An all-new

ZONDERVAN

STILL HIGHER

HIGHEST

references.

a copy soon.

ings, a spiritual nugget for
each day of the year. With
complete index of Scripture

Make this practical, yet
deeply spiritual book your
constant companion. Pick up

Cloth. $2.95
at your Baptist Book Store

RED LETTER EDITIONS
4690XRL: 

gold edges $11.95

$12.95
4601XRL: Leatheroid, flexible cov-

$8.95ers gold edges

Thumb Index $1.75 extra

Order from your 
BAPTIST BOOK STORE

WATER HEATERS
GAS AND ELECTRIC
For baptistriot, church kitchens, rost rooms. 
Inexpensive. Completely automatic. Also, 
fiberglass baptistries, spires and crosses.

LITTLE GIANT MANUFACTURING CO.
P 0 BOX 518 / 907 SEVENTH STREET / ORANGE. TEXAS 77630
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Resolution Asks Nixon 
For Second Commission

Among other resolutions presented by the 
Resolutions Committee of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention and adopted at the con
vention’s 96th session, held Nov. 10-12 at 
West Jackson church, Jackson, was one 
requesting President Richard M. Nixon to 
appoint another commission or task force 
to study the matter of Pornography and Ob
scenity.

The committee felt that the report of the 
existing commission and its accompanying 
recommendations “are antithetical to the 
tenets of our Christian faith, and the char
acter of our American heritage ...”

The resolution also expressed appreciation 
to the Christian Life Commission of the 
Southern Baptist Convention for their na
tionally recognized expertise in the realm 
of Christian social ethics, especially to Dr. 
Harry Hollis, director of Special Moral Con
cern, for the thorough, factual, and defini
tive presentation of Christian moral convic
tions before the Presidential Commission.”

Belmont Trustees Approve 
Nickname, Colors, Song, Flag

The board of trustees of Belmont college, 
Nashville, has approved a recommendation 
from the school’s Symbol Study Committee. 
In a letter to the trustees, Herbert Gabhart, 
college president, strongly urged the group 
to approve the recommendation of the com
mittee whose study revealed that no nick
name, fight song, colors, or “spirit” flag 
have ever been officially adopted.

The committee, made up of representa
tives from the faculty, student body, admin
istration, trustees, and alumni, was formed 
as the result of a request of the college 
faculty.

The committee recommended that “Reb
els” and “Rebelettes” be the official nick
name of the college athletic teams, and that 
red, white, and blue be the official school 
colors, and that an official song be adopted. 
Students and faculty should be asked to 
write possible songs, the recommendation 
suggests, and these should be judged by a 
committee of students and faculty appointed 
by the president. The three top entries in 
the judgment of the committee could be 
submitted to the student body for their vote.

It was also recommended that a “spirit” 
flag be adopted to be used at all ball games, 
pep rallies, etc.

ORDER BY MAIL THIS CHRISTMAS
Now available direct from the laboratory, two 
superbly recorded LP albums, "Our Favorite 
Hymns," and "Chapel Bells". The latter is a 
unique recording of finely wrought tower bells. 
Order on approval. Money need not accompany 
order. Immediate shipment. Christmas Delivery 
Guaranteed. Audiophile Records, P. O. Box 66, 
San Antonio, Texas 78206.

I

Thursday, December 3, 1970 Page 13



Foundation
Sunday School Lesson for December 6, 1970—By W. R. White
Life and Work Series

Christ First In Personal Beliefs
Basic Passage: Colossians 2:8 to 3:4
Focal Passages: Colossians 2:8-15; 3:1-4

There must be a center for everything 
that has articulate meaning. The primary 
center of every life should be Jesus Christ. 
Certainly the supreme center of Christian 
belief is the person of Jesus Christ.

Jesus Christ should be the integrating 
factor and force in the formation of our 
beliefs into a constructive whole.

All of our beliefs should be seen and 
evaluated in the light of the person and 
teachings of Jesus Christ. This would re
sult in a genuine Christian faith.

We are referring to the Christ revealed 
in the New Testament and anticipated by 
the prophets. This is the only Jesus Christ 
there is. All others are figments of the 
imagination. They are subjective reconstruc
tions of skeptical and liberal minds.

If the revelation to which we have re
ferred is taken as a whole, a very articulate 
figure emerges, even though there are great 
mysteries. If we will turn away from sin 
and self, accepting this Christ as Redeemer 
and Lord, He will produce the basic experi
ences described in the New Testament. He 
will confirm His reality to such a faith.

EVALUATE DOCTRINAL CONCEPTS BY 
CHRIST Col. 2:8-9

There were clever concepts that were 
very persuasive and quite prevalent among 
the Colossians. These philosophies were 
actually empty delusions. They were human 
insights that had been crystalized into a 
widely accepted system of reasoning. They 
were according to the elemental powers or 
spirits of the secular universe. They were not 
according to Christ.

We would say today that these philoso
phies were according to the elemental spirit 
of the depraved natural order. They were 
not after the spiritual order inherent in 
Christ

Christians must evaluate all philosophies 
and teachings in the light of Jesus Christ 
and the spiritual insights stemming from 
Him. This is for the good reason that in 
Him all the fulness of the Deity continues 
to be embodied.

Therefore they were not to become a 
prey to empty philosophies and science 
falsely so called. There are many vagaries 
which are very clever and presented by 
rather sophisticated exponents today. In 
that day it was largely gnosticism. All con
cepts are to be put under the x-ray of the 
revelation in Jesus Christ.
CHRIST HAS WROUGHT COMPLETE 
REDEMPTION Col. 2:10-15

You are complete in Him or you have 

all you need in Him. He is superior to and 
master of all principalities and powers.

Symbols and ceremonies that can only 
apply to the flesh cannot save you. The 
renewing and change of the inner man and 
redemption of the whole being by Christ 
are what counts.

You are buried with Christ in baptism 
and are raised by faith in the power that 
raised Him from the dead. The picture of 
this is baptism which is a physical symbol 
like circumcision and other rituals and sym
bols.

You were dead in your sins and in your 
unregenerated nature. He made you alive, 
forgiving your transgressions.

He cancelled the mortgage notes held 
against you and adverse to you. In fact 
He took them completely out of the record 
by nailing them to the cross. He smashed 
to pieces principalities and powers set 
against you and exhibited their wreckage 
to the universe in glorious triumph.

FIX YOUR EYES ON THE RISEN, 
EXALTED, RETURNING CHRIST Col. 3:1-4

Since we have been raised to life through 
union with Christ, our whole outlook must 
be changed to an uplook. We are to seek 
those things above, associated with the ex
alted Christ.

Our affections must be redirected. From 
now on they must be heavenward and not 
earthward. We are to seek to have heaven 
come to earth. That is, we are to seek to 
realize the will of God on earth as it is in 
heaven. At the same time we are not 
to forget that our citizenship is in heaven.

In Christ we are dead to this sinful world 
order but our living is to be in Christ with 
God. For when Christ shall appear again 
in great glory we will appear with Him, 
enveloped in that same glory.

Therefore our minds are to be occupied 
with and our hearts fixed in these blessed 
realities. This will enable us to become 
the salt of the earth and the light of the 
world here and now to the glory of Christ 
and the Father.

CENSUS HIGHLIGHTS—New York 
City continues to be the nation’s largest 
city, followed by Chicago, Los Angeles, 
Philadelphia, Detroit, and Houston, re
spectively. The most populous state is Cal
ifornia, while Nevada was the fastest-grow
ing state with a rise of 68.9% during the 
60’s.

What Have I Done?
By Jonas L. Stewart 

Executive Secretary-Treasurer
An article in a recent church bulletin 

had the above title. It was very provocative. 
The question was asked, What have I done 
with: my Bible, my tithe, my church, my 
tongue and my Christ? These are legitimate 
questions and should be seriously asked by 
every pastor and cautiously answered by 
every Christian. " —

There is one matter left out of the above 
list that pastor and people have neglected 
all too long. The question: What have I 
done with my estate? Most people have 
done nothing to conserve their estate, direct 
the distribution of their estate or to use their 
estate to benefit the Lord’s work. We forget 
from whom we received it and leave it as 
if the Lord were a foreigner. Brethren, this 
ought not to be!

Every pastor should urge every member 
of his church to prepare a CHRISTIAN 
Will. This is a part of total stewardship. 
Our people should know that the Tennessee 
Baptist Foundation will help them conserve 
their estate and make it useful as a Chris
tian testimony for all time to come.

Write or call for more information: Ten
nessee Baptist Foundation, Dr. Jonas L. 
Stewart, Executive Secretary-Treasurer, P. 
O. Box 647, Brentwood, Tennessee, Phone 
833-4220.

Broadman Bible Commentary 
Volumes 3 And 10 Available

NASHVILLE—“The Broadman Bible 
Commentary,” Volumes 3 and 10, are now 
available in Baptist and general book stores 
across the nation.

Included in the volumes are the text of 
the Revised Standard Version of the Bible, 
outlines of each Bible book and a para- 
graph-by-paragraph interpretation and ex
position developed within that framework. 
There is also introductory material for each 
Bible book dealing with questions of pur
pose, date, authorship and setting.

The contents and authors of volume 3 
are 1-2 Samuel, Ben F. Philbeck Jr.; 1-2 
Kings, M. Pierce Matheney Jr. and Roy L. 
Honeycutt Jr.; 1-2 Chronicles, Clyde T. 
Francisco; and Ezra-Nehemiah, Emmett 
Willard Hamrick.

Volume 10 includes Acts, T. C. Smith; 
Romans, Dale Moody; and 1 Corinthians, 
Raymond Bryan Brown.

Release dates for subsequent volumes are 
April, 1971—volume 4 (Esther-Psalms) and 
volume 11 (2 Corinthians-Philemon); Oc
tober, 1971—volume 5 (Proverbs-Isaiah) 
and volume 6 (Jeremiah-Daniel); and April, 
1972—volume 7 (Hosea-Malachi) and 
volume 12 (Hebrews-Revelation, general 
articles).
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By W. Fred Kendall
Today and Tomorrow the Executive 

Board of the Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion is holding its annual meeting here at 

Brentwood. Several new 
members will be at
tending their first meet
ing since they were 
elected at the Conven
tion at Jackson. The 
Board is made up of 75 
members and is evenly 
divided among the three 
grand divisions of our 
state.

The Executive Board 
is the incorporated 
Board as the legal cor

poration of the Convention. In its charter 
they are called the Board of Directors ac
cording to the laws of Tennessee. The in
corporation was effected in 1923 after the 
State’s Corporation Laws were completely 
revised by the legislature.

The Executive Board has great responsi
bilities placed upon it by the Convention. 
We are fortunate to have such a fine group 
of deeply dedicated men to make up its 
membership. During the year they meet in 
four regular meetings. Each member 
serves on at least one standing committee. 
The members have been very devoted to 
their duty and have often served beyond 
the call of duty. They travel many miles, 
work many hours, and give their best to 
administering the work of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention.

The members of the Executive Board 
are nominated by the Committee on 
Boards and are elected by the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention. They are responsible to 
the Convention. They are chosen to serve 
the Convention and to be as objective and 
impartial as possible in administering the 
programs of the Convention. They are to 
represent the state as a whole and to be 
free from provincialism of any area and 
free from partiality or bias toward any in
stitution or agency or program.

The Executive Board has had its work 
defined in three capacities or areas of re
sponsibility. It serves as the advisory 
Board and shall advise the Convention on 
all aspects of the Tennessee Baptist Con
vention Programs and for recommending 
actions to the Convention assembled. It also 
serves as the Convention “ad interim” with 
full power to act for the Convention be
tween sessions within the limits of the poli
cies set by the Convention. The third area 
is that of having the ultimate responsibili
ty for the conduct of the state missions pro
grams and the general Convention pro
grams which are not assigned elsewhere.

Historically
From the files

50 YEARS AGO
The 73-y ear-old widow of a Con

federate veteran sold her wheelbarrow 
in order to have enough money to 
renew her subscription to the Baptist 
And Reflector. At that time she had 
been a subscriber for over 40 years.

The Home Mission Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention con
ducted an evangelistic campaign in 
15 Baptist churches in Chattanooga. 
There were 750 additions to the 
churches.

Southern Baptist women gave over 
$2,000,000 to missions. Forty of the 
60 newly appointed missionaries were 
women.

20 YEARS AGO
Cooperative Program receipts for 

the year just ended were the largest 
in the history of the Tennessee Bap
tist Convention, according to Charles 
W. Pope, executive secretary-treas
urer. The receipts totaled $1,444,301- 
.71, as compared to $1,310,357 for 
the preceding year, representing a 
gain of $133,944.71. Designated re
ceipts amounted to $575,753.06 and 
Foundation receipts were $183,709.- 
81.

10 YEARS AGO
Polk County association in east 

Tennessee was dissolved and two new 
associations formed. West Polk Coun
ty association was organized with 31 
churches and one mission and Cop
per Basin association was organized 
with 14 churches.

W. W. Hamilton, Sr., 91, former 
president of New Orleans Baptist The
ological seminary, and twice president 
of the Southern Baptist Convention, 
died in Southern Baptist hospital, New 
Orleans, La., where he had served as 
chaplain and chaplain emeritus.

It would be impossible to discuss fully all 
of the work and all of the relationships of 
the Executive Board in the brief scope of 
this column, but this gives a brief summary 
of some of its work and responsibilities. 
Pray for these men as they serve Tennes
see Baptists throughout the year and lead 
out in the programs of work for our Lord.

On Matters oY

By Dr. B. David Edens, 
Director, Marriage and 
Family Program 
Stephens College 
Columbia, Missouri 65201

Vision Problem Isn't Clear 
To Naked Eye

Don’t assume that a child has good vision 
because he doesn’t seem to have eye prob
lems, cautions Dr. Arthur H. Keeney, chief 
of opthalmology at Wills Eye Hospital and 
Research Institute.

Since a young child has no idea whether 
or not he sees clearly, pre-schoolers often 
learn to live with visual defects which 
would send adults whimpering to the near
est specialist, Keeney told the National 
Society for Prevention of Blindness. A 
youngster may be struggling with nearsight
edness, astigmatism or lazy-eye blindness 
(amblyopia), yet adults are likely to attrib
ute his frowns, grimaces or hand-eye man
nerisms to “habit” and never consider the 
possibility of eye difficulties.

Unfortunately, the child’s instinctive ef
forts to see in spite of his eye problems 
may exact a high toll, warned the opthal- 
mologist. The youngster may lose the vision 
of a lazy-eye, or his vision problems may 
show up in the behavior and learning areas. 
He may be punished repeatedly for mis
behavior or his short attention span, or get 
the reputation of being slow or difficult.

Only an eye specialist can tell if a child 
has good vision: the child certainly cannot, 
Keeney stressed. Every child needs a 
thorough eye examination during the pre
school years, but it is especially important 
for the youngster who was born premature
ly, with a defect of any kind, or who comes 
from a family where other members have 
problems with vision.

Swedish Employer Tax Hurts 
Free Churches

Free church denominations and private 
social service agencies in Sweden are com
plaining about financial hardships which 
will now face them because of a new tax 
imposed by the government.

The 2 per cent tax on salaries of em
ployees will cost the free church denomina
tions at least 2 million crowns ($400,000) 
a year, the Swedish Free Church Council 
estimated. Employers will pay the tax.

Despite complaints about the financial 
plight which would face religious and hu
manitarian agencies, the Swedish parliament 
passed the new tax legislation. Joel Soren
sen, a Baptist pastor in Stockholm and mem
ber of parliament, tried unsuccessfully to 
have churches and humanitarian agencies 
exempted. (EBPS)
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Thinking Back

When Is a Congregation 
Small?

By John D. Freeman
During the early Autumn of 1913 there 

came to eastern North Carolina an equinox 
storm. A revival meeting was in progress 
in New Hope Baptist church of Wilson 
County. John W. Ham, then pastor of Bap
tist Tabernacle, Atlanta, Ga., was preaching 
and I had the privilege of leading the sing
ing. Everything had gone well for a week 
when we woke one morning to the roar of 
an equinox storm.

The wind blew a fierce gale; the rain 
came in sheets, being driven by the wind at 
about a forty-five degree angle. We were 
shut in for the day in the home of George 
and “Miss Lizzie” Dew. We managed to 
find dry places for the furniture and our
selves, the wind driving the rain through 
the clapboard shingles with which the farm 
house was covered. I recall that Mrs. Ham 
and I recorded a duet on one of the earliest 
Edison Phonographs, a cylinder maqhine. 
We had good fellowship and hoped that the 
rain would cease or at least:slacken before 
nightfall.

But it did not stop. When time came for 
the evening service, Mr. Dew said, “I guess 
there’s no use in our going to the meeting 
house; nobody will come through this 
storm”, to which Dr. Ham responded, 
“Well, you and John D. and I will be there, 
and I feel sure a few others will venture 
out.” So we went. Three others joined us, 
among them an unsaved man from a nearby 
tenant house. We held the service, I singing 
a solo a cappella! Dr. Ham made a plea for 
the unsaved man and when the invitation 
was given, he came to the altar where, be
fore we left, he had been saved.

But the story did not end with that. Two 
years later I had returned to lead New Hope 
in another revival. When we drove upon the 
church grounds that first morning, Mr. Dew 
said, “Do you recognize that fellow in the 
doorway? He’s the man who was converted 
the night of the equinox storm. He is now 
active in our church work.” I decided then 
and there that there is no such thing with the 
Lord as a “Big” congregation, except as it is 
made large by a needy soul. One soul, like 
that man, led to the Lord may mean a host 
of redeemed people in the years to come. 
(Editor’s Note: Dr. Freeman, senior minister 
of Belmont Heights Baptist church, Nash
ville, Tenn., is former editor of the Baptist 
And Reflector and the Western Recorder 
(Ky.), and a former executive secretary-treas
urer of the Tennessee Baptist Convention.)

“Baptists Who Know, Care” 
Church members will support Baptist 
work in Tennessee and around the world 
if they are informed of the needs by read
ing the BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR.
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