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OPPOSITION TO THE GOSPEL
By Herschel H. Hobbs

• “But when the Jews saw the multitudes, 
they were filled with envy, and spoke against 
those things which were spoken by Paul, 
contradicting and blaspheming”—Acts 13: 
45.

At the close of the synagogue service on 
the sabbath day, Paul and Barnabas were 
requested to preach again on the next sab
bath day. The King James Version reads 
that the Jews left the synagogue, and that 
this request came from the Gentiles who 
had been present (v. 42). However, the best 
text reads that as Paul and Barnabas were 
leaving the synagogue the request was made 
by all who were present, both Jews and 
God-fearers.

However, on the next sabbath day the 
synagogue was packed. But the Jews were 
hostile (v. 45). They spoke against the gos
pel, even spoke insultingly (blasphemed) 
against Paul and Barnabas.

Who were these “Jews?” They may have 
been the rabbis. Or they could have included 
all the Jews who during the week had been 
stirred up by the rabbis. In the light of verse 
46 the latter was probably true.

So in the face of this opposition, Paul and 
Barnabas stated the necessity of preaching 
to the Jews first (cf. Rom. 1:16). But when 
they rejected the gospel, they said “Lo, we
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turn to the Gentiles” (w. 46 f.). These Jews 
had their chance and spurned it. Oppor
tunity scorned is opportunity lost.

The Gentiles, on the other hand, rejoiced 
and glorified God (v. 48). This was not due 
to the loss of opportunity on the part of 
these Jews. Rather it was because Gentiles 
were included in God’s purpose of grace. 
Such was contrary to Jewish teaching. But 
here the Gentiles learned that they did not 
need to become Jews before believing in 
Jesus. They could be saved as Gentiles in a 
direct confrontation with God in Christ.

This is the glory of the gospel. Jesus is 
the Saviour of all men, regardless of race 
or other human relationship, who come to 
Him in faith. It is the Christian’s duty to 
preach the gospel to all men. Whether they 
receive it or reject it is up to them.

H

By Jim Griffith
As we move with haste toward 

Christmas, I am not, as the song says, 
“Dreaming of a White Christmas,” but 
I am “dreaming of a right Christmas.”

I am not dreaming so much of emp
ty stockings hanging by the fireside as 
I am reflecting on the empty hearts 
that need to be filled with love, joy, 
fa’.'/t, and hope.

1 am thinking ofsall who have every
thing to live with—but lack something 
to live for.

I am thinking of all who will use 
the spirits during the Holiday season 
when what they actually need is the 
spirit of courage to enable them to 
face life unafraid.

What would it take to have “a right 
Christmas?” Just this: that we not fret 
over the presents we hope to receive, 
but that we, like the wise men, follow 
the light to Christ and present to Him 
our gifts of self, substance, and serv
ice.
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Devotional

"Is Christmas Necessary?"
By William G. Wilson, Pastor 

Brentwood Baptist Church, Brentwood
Now there’s a fine question to dampen 

the Christmas spirit! “Is Christmas neces
sary?” Of course Christmas is necessary.

Wilson

Think of what it 
would do to the busi
ness community if we did 
not have Christmas. It 
could upset our whole 
economy, trigger a de
pression and do terrible 
things to the world of 
business. Why, stores 
might even have to start 
closing o n Sundays 
again. And of course we 
need Christmas ror fun 

and revelry, for drinking parties and wicked 
pleasures!

Well, I hope there are still plenty of peo
ple who can see how monstrous that picture 
is. But every year we see it again and again. 
You would agree that we don’t need this 
kind of Christmas, not even the kind of 
Christmas that brings only a vague sense 
of goodwill and brotherhood. But we do 
need Christmas, maybe more than any age 
before us. Christmas is the coming of God 
Himself to this earth to take upon Himself 
our frail human nature—to live our life, to 
die our death, to pay our sin-debt—all the 
way from a stable with its barn-yard smell 
to that horrible cross on a hill of shame—in 
fact, all the way from the glory of heaven 
to the gates of hell. He came to this earth 
to be a Saviour, not a business boom or a 
spending spree nor loads of liquor. And you 
and I need a Saviour, and we need His kind 
of Christmas.

His kind of Christmas is the season in 
which men may see the greatness of God in 
a little child, who is Immanuel, God with us 
—a child without a mother in heaven and 
without a father on earth; Lord of all flesh, 
and then born of it; Master of the sun, then 
dwelling under it; Maker of the earth and 
then living on it; robed in heavenly garments 
but wrapped in swaddling clothes; the Word 
of God, but now a speechless babe; Creator 
of the world becoming a creature; Ruler of 
the world becoming a subject; Omnipotence 
laid in a manger and then nailed to a Cross; 
King of Kings but crowned with thorns; the 
sinless One living with sinners and dying 
for them; God with us; God for us; God in 
us forever. “Even so, come, Lord Jesus!”

Prophecy was never intended to create 
controversial speculations, but to confirm 
our faith in “Thus saith the Lord,” as we 
see the predicted events fulfilled before 
our eyes.—George H. Clement in “The 
ABC’s of the Prophetical Scriptures,” a 
Broadman book.
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Foreign Board Hikes Pakistan 
Relief; Names 23 Missionaries

RICHMOND—The Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board appropriated 
$14,555 for relief efforts in East Pakistan, 
assigned a member of its staff, Miss Ione 
Gray, to be interim director of European 
Baptist Press Service, and commissioned 23 
persons as missionaries to overseas posts 
during its December meeting.

Executive Secretary Baker J. Cauthen in 
his report to the board noted that 182 per
sons were appointed, reappointed and em
ployed by the agency for missionary serv
ice in 1970. Including the December ad
ditions, the total overseas force stands at 
2501.

Part of the money appropriated for re
lief in East Pakistan, where a cyclone and 
tidal wave left many thousands of people 
destitute, has been spent for hand-operat
ed pumps to make safe drinking water 
available.

The 14 Southern Baptist missionaries 
now in East Pakistan are using the relief 
funds as specific needs arise. Initially, the 
board has dispatched $5000 from its relief 
funds, and this amount was included in 
the $14,555 total allocation.

Appointed as career missionaries were 
Mr. and Mrs. H. Jackson Day of Walla 
Walla, Wash., for Brazil; Mr. and Mrs. 
Billy Keith Fallow of Kershaw, S.C., also 
Brazil; Mr. and Mrs. C. Kenneth Glenn of 
South San Francisco, Calif., Europe; Dr. 
and Mrs. Oliver H. Harper of Crestview, 
Fla., Indonesia.

Also appointed were Mr. and Mrs. Den
nis P. McEntire of Lebanon Junction, Ky., 
Paraguay; Mr. and Mrs. B. Lynn New of 
Weatherford, Tex., Taiwan; Mr. and Mrs. 
Mack L. Sacco of McAlester, Okla., Leba
non; Dr. John H. Tatom of Poplar Bluff, 
Mo., Indonesia; and Mr. and Mrs. James 
E. Tye of Louisville, Ky., Ecuador.

California's Firing Of Sabbatarian 
Is Upheld By Supreme Court

GLENDALE, Calif.—The U.S. Supreme 
Court in Washington, D.C. has allowed to 
stand a lower court ruling that supported 
the state of California’s action in dismiss
ing a Seventh-day Adventist employee 
who refused to work on Saturday, his sab
bath day.

It refused to hear an appeal by an Ad
ventist attorney who held that the em
ployee’s right to freedom of religion had 
been restricted by state action which did 
not meet the constitutional test of neces
sity.

Thomas Stimpel of Placerville, Calif., an 
inspector for the state’s Water Resources 
Department for “about three years,” was 
dismissed earlier this year for refusing to 
work on Saturdays. (RNS)

Employed for one year of “special proj
ect” service at the Baptist hospital in 
Eku, Nigeria, were Dr. and Mrs. John W. 
McFadden Jr., of West Point, Miss. Mc
Fadden, Tatom and Harper are physicians.

Named to four-year terms as missionary 
associates were Mr. and Mrs. Charles A. 
Arrington of Clemson, S.C., assigned to 
Iran; and Mr. and Mrs. Frank T. Florence 
Jr., of Louisville, Ky., Colombia.

As of Dec. 1, the board has extended 
its outreach into a total of 76 countries, 
with the transfer of a couple of Mozam
bique, Portuguese East Africa. Mr. and 
Mrs. C. Ernest Harvey, who have been 
missionaries in Brazil since 1961, will be 
Southern Baptists’ first “fraternal repre
sentatives” in Mozambique. They will re
side in Lourenco Marques, the capital. (BP)

Prestige Elected Texas Music 
Secretary; Three Others Named

DALLAS — Sam Prestige, associate in 
the music department of the Baptist Gen
eral Convention of Texas, has been elected 
church music secretary for the convention, 
and Billy D. Malesovas of Dallas has been 
named the convention’s controller and as
sistant treasurer.

In other action at a meeting of the con
vention’s Executive Board, Charles B. Bak
er, a missionary to Korea, was elected as
sociate in the convention’s Division of Stu
dent Work, and Bob G. Fuston, minister 
of education and administration at First 
Baptist church, Arlington, Tex., was named 
associate in the state Sunday School depart
ment.

Prestige, an associate for 10 years in the 
music department, will succeed V. F. (Pete) 
Forderhase who is retiring after 17 years 
in the post.

Malesovas, controller at Dallas Baptist 
college, succeeds Jay Skaggs, who is replac
ing the retiring R. A. Springer as the con
vention’s treasurer. (BP)

New York Convention Names 
Meek Director Of Missions

SYRACUSE, N. Y.—John F. Meek Jr., 
pastor of Calvary Baptist church in Mata
wan, N.J., was elected as director of the 
Division of Missions for the Baptist Con
vention of New York by the new conven
tion’s Executive Board.

Meek will assume his new duties effective 
Jan. 1, 1971, at about the same time that 
Leobardo Estrada, former director of lan
guage missions for Baptist work in metro
politan New York, moves from New York 
City to Syracuse to work in language mis
sions in that city. (BP)

Senate Acts To Hasten 
Church War Claim Payments

WASHINGTON—The U. S. Senate has 
acted favorably on a long-delayed bill to 
give equal treatment to nonprofit charitable 
and religious organizations in the payment 
of war damages claimed after World War II.

Two Baptist denominations, the Ameri
can Baptist Foreign Mission Society and 
the Seventh Day Baptist Missionary Society 
are among 33 nonprofit groups to receive 
full payment for their claims.

Under the terms of the bill, nonprofit or
ganizations “operated exclusively for the 
promotion of social welfare, religious, 
charitable or education purposes” will re
ceive the same priority of payment as small 
business concerns. Partial payment of about 
$15 million has been made to these groups. 
The present bill amends the war claims act 
of 1948 to put the nonprofit groups in a 
priority category to receive full payments 
as funds are available in the war claims 
fund.

The bill passed the House in 1969, but 
will be sent back to that body for minor 
adjustments before going to the President 
for his signature.

The total amount of unpaid claims of 
these nonprofit organizations comes to more 
than $9.2 million. The war damage claims 
of the American Baptist Foreign Mission 
Society totalled $813,000. According to a 
spokesman for that group, the society is due 
to receive upon final action of the bill, up 
to $310,000. The Seventh Day Baptist 
Missionary Society will receive around $20 
thousand.

The war claims fund does not come from 
the public treasury, therefore no appropria
tion is required. Instead, the funds come 
from the proceeds of German and Japanese 
assets claimed by the United States during 
World War II.

At the present about $5 million is avail
able for further distribution. Also the jus
tice department is holding over $60 million, 
pending the result of litigations involving the 
United States. (BP)

-tju Joe McteevER-

OQR N6U0 PASTOR ROT 0^ PRSACHSS 
ABOUT SIM — HE POINTS OUT TUB SINNER/*
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EDITORIALS__________________________________

The Season To Be Thankful!

It came too quickly—and departed too quickly—1970, 
that is! And this is our last issue for 1970, as well as our 
Christmas issue, if such it may be called. We could wish 
that the certainty of the resurrection of Jesus Christ be
cause of His birth among men might be a dominant posi
tive force as we end a year all too filled with negatives.

The sparkle and glitter which represents Christmas to 
many really isn’t, unless with it is the recognition for the 
cause of joy. No greater gift could mankind have received 
than the gift of life eternal with the advent of the Messiah, 
promised for so many centuries. Somehow, we almost see 
a shadow across the faces of humanity as men struggle to 
find, and retain, their identity as real persons. The light 
of hope is there, in Christ, but the shadows of anxiety, 
concern, uncertainty, and sorrow blot out the light for 
many. Some see a shadow and fail to realize that the 
shadow is there because they have not been absorbed into 
the radiance of the light of the love of God.

And we are busy during these days; too frequently with 
matters which in the eternal calendar are of no conse
quence. We tend to fill our days with parties, receptions, 
and social events of many kinds. Maybe these are good 
and perhaps necessary. But we rather think that the kind 
of activity which would please our Lord is that which 
promotes His Kingdom on earth. We doubt that angelic 
accolades for well planned social events are going to tip 
the eternal scale even by a milligram. For genuine concern 
for the lost occasioned by the joy of the knowledge that 
Jesus was born, we do think the angels might rejoice.

We are not promulgating any doctrine that Santa Claus 
is dead. But we are proclaiming the truth that God, in 
Christ is alive. And we are reminding Tennessee Baptists, 
and Christians of all persuasions, that Christmas is an 
occasion for commemorating the birth of Our Lord. 

%

We have listened to the siren song of Madison Avenue 
advertising and the soft and hard sell techniques of the 
business world until we are persuaded that the only way 
in which Christmas may be celebrated is to buy, give, and 
buy and give. We like to give presents. We enjoy receiving 
presents. Most folks do. But we have just about sold 
ourselves a bill of goods which is unreal, and we have 
committed ourselves to this unreality as if it were gospel.

This is a season of rejoicing, or prayer, praise and 
thanksgiving. It is so because Jesus Christ is alive! And 
in this spirit, we trust Tennessee Baptists will commemo
rate the birth of our Lord!

James A. Lester

Academic Changes Helpful

We note with interest changes in academic programs 
at Tennessee Baptist colleges which permit students to 
integrate more closely their abilities and academic in
terests. /

Union university has announced a new academic pro
gram which provides for more independent study and 
offers the privilege of “testing out” of basic courses. This 
approach to higher education should serve to provide new 
enthusiasm for students. *

Belmont and Carson-Newman have also taken steps to 
keep up with the best in methods and techniques for 
teaching adequately. Willingness to experiment and in
novate is good in a Baptist college, a Baptist church, or 
a denominational office, so long as our basic motivation 
and direction is unchanged.

We rather suspect that if Tennessee Baptists knew more 
about the high quality of work done in their Baptist col
leges, and the dedication to the task of teaching in a 
Christian environment which is evident, that they would 
provide increased support.

A Word About Our School Teachers

Some of us have not been as aware as we should have 
been of the tremendous burden which teachers in the 
public school system bear. There are thousands, perhaps, 
of Baptists in this state who teach in public schools. They, 
along with Christian teachers of other denominations, 
have been hard put in recent years.

There can be no denying that the drastic changes in 
the public schools have affected attitudes of teachers and 
pupils, both white and black. This is not to discuss the 
law or court rulings, or circumstances deriving therefrom. 
Rather, this editorial takes note of the tremendous re
sponsibility placed upon Christian teachers in the public 
schools.

Some teachers may have lost interest in teaching, with 
the consequent loss of effectiveness. Some students may 
have lost interest in learning. This loss on the part of 
both does irreparable damage. But many teachers are 
striving to the best of their ability to teach students, to 
help in times of ethnic and social assimilation, (for this 
is what it is) and to do so as Christians.

For the sake of the teachers, the students, and the 
future of this nation, these teachers need the prayers, 
interest, and support of Christian parents; and especially 
our prayers.
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‘Top Ten’ Church-State Stories 
Are Listed By Americans United

WASHINGTON, D. C.—The “referen
dum victories in Michigan and Nebraska 
outlawing state grants to church schools,” 
was named the top church-state story of 
1970 by Americans United for Separation 
of Church and State.

The other selections on their “ten top” 
story list are:

“2. Federal court decisions in Rhode Is
land and Connecticut and in the Supreme 
Court of Louisiana barring state grants to 
church schools.

“3. Appointment of Henry Cabot Lodge 
as the President’s personal envoy to the 
Vatican.

“4. The church-state conflict in Ulster 
(northern Ireland).

“5. The (U.S.) Supreme Court decision 
in the Walz case upholding tax exemption 
for churches.

“6. Parochiaid defeated in 18 states, 
passed in one.

“7. Americans United sues the Internal 
Revenue Service.

“8. National Education Association and 
American Federation of Teachers oppose 
government aid to church schools.

“9. Catholic laymen demand financial 
reports from their schools.

“10. Justice department intervenes in a

Ecumenical Broadcast 
Agency Is Established

ST. PETERSBURG —A new North 
American ecumenical organization was 
born as 125 religious broadcasters met here. 
It will be known as the North American 
Broadcast Section of the World Association 
for Christian Communication.

The meeting marked the first time a 
widely diverse group of religious broad
casters had assembled to discuss mutual re
sponsibilities. Roman Catholic, “mainline” 
Protestant and Evangelical Churches were 
represented.

Theological differences were openly ad
mitted and discussed, yet the mood was 
one of mutual interest and respect. The pro
gram was so ecumenical that the fact hardly 
needed to be mentioned.

Many new denominational coalitions 
came to light or began to form during the 
week. A series of television “spots” on 
love, prepared jointly by the Franciscans 
and the Reorganized Church of the Latter- 
day Saints (Mormons), was shown. Southern 
Baptist Paul Stevens told Catholic Karl 
Holt ■'ider that his denomination wanted to 
work with Catholic broadcast groups on 
some future projects.

Twelve members of the steering com
mittee were chosen. The group includes Dr. 
Paul Stevens, Fort Worth (Southern Bap
tist). (RNS)
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lawsuit in support of government aid to 
church schools.”

Michigan voters passed a constitutional 
amendment last November which nullified 
a “parochiaid” package of $22 million for 
non-public schools voted by the state legis
lature.

In Nebraska, church schools lost their 
bid for an amendment which would have 
authorized the state to pay up to one-third 
the cost of operating church schools.

Americans United had opposed the ap
pointment of Henry Cabot Lodge to the 
Vatican.

Its suit against the Internal Revenue 
Service, noted in the seventh top story, was 
in appeal of the 1969 IRS ruling which 
removed the tax-exempt status of the or
ganization, on grounds that it had gone 
beyond accepted norms of educating and 
disseminating information.

The Justice Department petitioned the 
U.S. Supreme Court to uphold a Pennsyl
vania law which reimburses private and 
parochial schools for certain “secular edu
cational services.” Americans United have 
opposed this law.

According to Americans United, paro
chial aid, however, was defeated in the fol
lowing 18 states, as reported by Americans 
United: Arizona, California, Colorado, 
Florida, Illinois, Kansas, Kentucky, Mary
land, Massachusetts, Minnesota, Missouri, 
New Mexico, Texas, Vermont, Virginia, 
Washington, West Virginia, and Wisconsin. 
The law was passed in New Jersey. (RNS)

Readiness Conferences 
To Be Held In Tennessee

NASHVILLE—Four Leadership Readi
ness Conferences will be conducted in Ten
nessee during February, 1971.

These are Feb. 18, First Baptist church, 
Murfreesboro; Feb. 19, First church, Jack- 
son; Feb. 22, First church, Morristown; 
and Feb. 23, First church, Athens.

The planning and conducting of 187 
regional conferences in 28 state conventions 
is an effort by state and Southern Baptist 
Convention workers to help associational 
and church leaders bring men to God 
through Christ more successfully in 1971- 
72, according to D. Lewis White, coordina
tor of the conferences.

Using the Southern Baptist Convention 
theme “Living the Spirit of Christ in Ex
pectancy and Creativity,” the conferences 
will interpret materials and plans for plan
ning, training personnel, and launching the 
1971-72 church program. Associational 
leaders will be given assistance in planning 
and conducting associational leadership 
readiness clinics and associational launch 
night, Sept. 14, 1971. (BSSB)

Argument Over God 
Leads To Shooting

SILVER HILL, Md.—An argument over 
the existence of God apparently led to the 
fatal shooting of a College Park youth here.

Anthony Corollo Manili, Jr., 19, was 
pronounced dead at Cafritz Memorial hos
pital after the shooting incident at a friend’s 
home.

Police said that young people at the 
party Manili was attending told them the 
youth had been involved in an argument 
over the existence of God. Late on Dec. 13 
they still had not determined which side 
the youth had taken.

The slain youth’s mother, Mrs. Audrey 
Manili, said police told the family that her 
son “had been brought up right because he 
was defending God when he was shot.”

The youth was shot once with a small 
revolver, police said. Two Kensington 
youths were arrested at their homes later 
and charged with murder.

Vernon Wayne Pettit, who, police alleged, 
fired the shot, and Clark Gumphrey, who 
reportedly drove Pettit from the party after 
the shooting, were jailed without bond 
pending a hearing on the charge. (RNS)

Court Action Gives Green Light 
To Unification of Presbyteries

LOUISVILLE, Ky.—An attempt to block 
a merger of the presbyteries of the Presby
terian Church in the U.S. (Southern) and 
the United Presbyterian Church here was 
dissolved in a circuit court.

The court action now makes it possible 
for the two presbyteries to unite on Jan. 1. 
A convening meeting of the united pres
bytery is set for Jan. 9 at Louisville Pres
byterian seminary.

An injunction seeking to halt the merger 
was sought by the First Presbyterian church 
of Louisville, and by Chester B. Hall, a lay 
officer of that congregation. The plaintiffs 
contended that the merger was in violation 
of the Southern Presbyterian constitution 
and would impair the property rights of 
congregations involved in the union.

Jefferson Circuit Judge Marvin J. Stern
berg, in setting aside the injunction, ruled 
that the suit was premature since no union 
presbytery yet exists.

Hall did not contest the recent court 
action but said that he would file suit again 
unless the union presbytery adopts a stand
ing rule providing that all congregations af
fected by the merger shall continue to have 
the same property rights that they held 
prior to merger.

Together, the two presbyteries represent 
a constituency of 23,100 members. The 
Southern Presbyterian unit has 49 congre
gations, and the United Presbyterian pres
bytery has 23 congregations. (RNS)
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Recorders Aid Columbia Pastor 
In Preaching, Teaching Ministry

By David Keel

Robert E. Lee
Robert E. Lee, pastor, First church, Co

lumbia, believes every pastor should listen 
to himself preach occasionally. This con
viction led Lee not only to record his own 
messages on tape for preservation, but to 
also collect messages by others. Lee has 
tapes in his library of some 4000 expository 
messages. He says that expositions of ap
proximately 50 books of the Bible by out
standing Bible scholars are included and in 
less than five minutes any one of them can 
be found and on the recording machine.

Lee combines his tape library and book 
library in preparation of messages. He ad
mits that his favorite style of preaching is 
to take a book of the Bible and do a com
plete exposition by preaching from it Sun
day morning and Sunday night until the 
book in finished. Often he will borrow 
tapes on a particular subject or book of the 
Bible he may be developing for a message 
or messages, record these tapes for his own 
library and return them.

Church Dispute With Nearby Bar
Stems From '10-Cent Beer Night'

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M.—A dispute 
over use of a church parking lot by patrons 
of a “ten cent beer night” at a nearby bar 
appears to be near settlement here.

“Okie’s Lounge” said it will change its 
special night from Wednesday to Tuesday 
to avoid conflict with Wednesday night 
services at the University Church of 
Christ.

Disputes over use of the University 
church lot by men alleged to be Okie’s 
customers led to various arguments and the 
snooting of a Thanksgiving Eve worship
per.

Dewitt Tucker, a church member, was 
shot and suffered minor rib damage fol
lowing an argument in which he asked an 
alleged bar patron to move his car so that 
church members could park (RNS)

Within his own church a great deal of 
recording tape is used. Lee has a daily ra
dio program of 15 minutes that is always 
taped. These are filed and usually reused 
after a few months. He has some 150 of 
these taped programs.

Many of the Sunday School teachers at 
First church use tape recorder. Lee teaches 
the lesson (on tape) each Wednesday 
morning. These are reproduced that day 
and made available to anyone who will 
pick them up on Wednesday night or later 
on during the week for study at home as a 
supplement to their teacher helps.

Lee makes use of a recorder that can be 
operated on electricity (electrical outlets) 
as well as in his car, operating on the pow
er of the battery. Every out-of-town trip 
he makes, he listens as he drives.

Lee says that Walter B. Rogers, Jr., 
minister of music at First church, is at home 
in the electronics field and has given him 
a great deal of help. They have prepared 
some detailed suggestions that will be sent 
to anyone for 25 cents which covers the 
cost of handling and mailing.

Belmont's Trustees
Re-elect Fred Wright

Fred D. Wright, of Wright Industries, 
Nashville, has been re-elected chairman of 
the 33-member board of trustees of Belmont 
college, Nashville. Goebel G. Bunch, Nash
ville businessman, was elected vice chair
man and Herman L. King, director of the 
publishing division, Baptist Sunday School 
Board of the Southern Baptist Convention, 
was elected secretary.

The trustees heard a recommendation 
from Steve Parks, director of Development 
and Planning at Belmont, that a develop
ment advisory council for the school be ap
proved “for complete structuring and ap
pointment no later than January, 1971.

The function of the council would be in 
the areas of public relations concerning 
“those vital needs and issues which affect 
the college . . . the council members will 
make themselves available to inform Bel
mont’s respective publics about the college, 
the media, churches, guidance counselors, 
individual educators and Baptists.”

The council would be made up of no less 
than 75 members, who serve for two years, 
with a limitation of two consecutive terms 
on membership, the latter to consist of rep
resentatives from laywomen, laymen, cler
gy, and well-qualified non-Baptists. The 
members would be appointed by the presi
dent.

Student Work

Freedom To Be
By Glenn Yarbrough

“Freedom to Be” is the theme suggested 
for Student Night at Christmas, 1970. The 
theme and the occasion will provide “an 
opportunity for college and university stu
dents to communicate directly with home 
churches about Christian witness on cam
pus,” says Charles M. Roselle, Secretary, 
Student Department, Baptist Sunday School 
Board. Many churches will observe Student 
Night on Dec. 27.

Student Night at Christmas helps 
strengthen the tie between the student and 
the church.

Many churches will invite several college 
and high school students to participate in 
their observance of Student Night. The 
students are in a position to report about 
the trends in attitudes which are current 
on the campuses. They will be able to tell 
of their participation in the activities of 
Baptist Student Union, the student organi
zation" through which the denomination 
seeks to minister to the needs of students.

The major objectives of Student Night at 
Christmas may be indicated in four state
ments:

To acquaint people of the home church 
with college religious life nad particularly 
with the program of Baptist student work;

To increase the student’s appreciation of 
his home church and its ministry to his 
personal needs;

To relate the program of the home 
church to that of the church at college;

To introduce the high school students to 
college life at its best.

Denominational Relationships 
Are Given Top Priority

ATLANTA — The Education Commis
sion of the Southern Baptist Convention, 
meeting here for mid-year session in con
nection with the Southern Association of 
Colleges and Schools, set as its number one 
priority for 1971 an emphasis on denomi
national relationship.

Hearing the first report of its new execu
tive secretary, Ben C. Fisher, the commis
sion placed priority for next year’s work 
on developing better understanding be
tween Baptist colleges and local churches, 
and on seeking to discover how schools can 
serve the denomination more effectively.

New proposals were presented in the 
areas of trustee orientation, public rela
tions, alumni development and orientation 
seminars for communications personnel in 
the colleges. (BP)
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Feature

Cartoonist Jack Hamm Combines
Talents For An Avocation Of Faith

Jack Hamm, religious cartoonist from 
Dallas, Texas, has taken his faith, his artistic 
talents, his vocation as an author-illustrator 
and combined them into an avocation of 
faith. According to Hamm, “My first aim is 
to get out a message in which I believe.” T he 
first religious drawing by Hamm initially 
appeared in daily newspapers throughout 
the nation in 1950. Today his drawings ap
pear in over 300 publications in 52 coun
tries, including Baptist And Reflector.

Working in his home studio, Hamm turns 
out six drawings related to a passage in the 
Bible each month. This gives the publica
tions two spares, allowing some selection, 
according to the native Kansan.

He began studying at the Moody Bible 
institute while working his way through art 
school in Chicago, Ill. and later came to 
Texas to study for the ministry at Baylor 
university, but eventually returned to the 
drawing board for his life’s work. “I de
cided to combine the two, art and religion, 
so today I am a minister through my art 
work,” Hamm said.

A former television personality, a “chalk
talk” artist on a Houston, Texas station, 
Hamm said, “I ask the Lord for help each 
day. Then I search the Scriptures and often 
an idea will come. I ask myself, what do I 
need in every aspect of living? I figure other 
people have similar n^eds.”

The former comic strip artist spent five 
years, 1962-1967, working on “The New 
Testament from Twenty-Six Translations,” 
a comprehensive, comparative work which 
Hamm says “pulls the best from each trans
lation for comparison with the King James 
Version of the Bible.” Although the idea for 
the book originated with him, Hamm en
listed 15 men from seven denominations in 
four countries to handle the comparative 
Biblical decisions.

The Dallas artist has been recognized na-

'Foundation' Becomes 'Ministries' 
For The Scripture Press

WHEATON, Ill.—Scripture Press Foun
dation here has changed its name to Scrip
ture Press Ministries and added a steward
ship department to its expanding program.

“We believe this new name more accu
rately depicts our purpose, which is to ex
tend Christian education ministries around 
the world,” explained the executive vice- 
president, Dr. Roy B. Zuck.

The Rev. Irving A. Philgreen, executive 
director of the Short Term Abroad program 
has been named director of stewardship. He 
is available to churches for messages on 
Biblical stewardship, for conducting “will 
clinics” and for individual counseling on 
estate planning. (RNS)

* J 
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tionally. In 1953 he won the Freedoms 
Foundation award for the best cartoon of 
the year. He also received another award 
for Christian journalism.

Hamm handled the expenses of his reli
gious cartoons until his subscription list be
came so large it was costing him $50 a day. 
Today, Hamm charges only a small fee to 
cover his costs. However, everything sent 
outside the United States and to hospitals 
and children’s homes are free.

Just as many people “live on faith,” Jack 
Hamm “draws on faith,” and has received 
many letters from people throughout the 
world who have been inspired by his draw
ings.

Children's Homes

God Came Down
By James M. Gregg, 
Executive Director

A four year old boy asked his 
housemother, “Do I have to go to 
church today?” “Yes,” she said, “be
cause God meets with us when we 
worship Him.” The housemother 
noticed that the lad kept looking 
back toward the door at everyone 
who entered. Finally he asked, “Has 
God come yet?”

At Christmas time we are all re
minded that God has come. The an
gel said, “For unto you is born this 
day in the city of David a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord.” Luke 2: 
11.

I want to personally, and on behalf 
of our children, staff and Board wish 
each of you, our dear Tennessee 
Baptist friends, a very Merry Christ
mas and a Happy New Year. “Thanks 
be to God for His gift, precious be
yond telling.”

'Bill Wallace Of China' Nurse Wages 
Low-Key Recruiting Drive

RICHMOND—A Southern Baptist mis
sionary nurse who worked with Bill Wallace 
of China before he died in a Chinese Com
munist prison, is back in the United States, 
waging a low-key recruitment program try
ing to interest American nursing students 
in missionary nursing.

Miss Everley Hayes, who now works in 
a Baptist hospital in Kederi, Indonesia, is in 
the U.S.A, on furlough meeting with nursing 
students to answer questions they have about 
nursing overseas. (BP)

Congress Votes To Provide 
Family Planning Services

WASHINGTON—Both houses of Con
gress have agreed on a major national effort 
to provide family planning services for all 
persons who want and need them.

Under the measure, grants can be made 
both to public and nonprofit groups for re
search in birth control methods, training of 
personnel for family planning projects and 
for the distribution of birth control infor
mation and contraceptive devices. Priority 
for these grants will go to groups serving 
persons from low-income families.

The new bill, requested by the president 
and now awaiting his signature, authorizes 
$387 million to be spent over the next three 
years. This amount represents a compromise 
between the Senate, which asked for $967 
million over a five-year period, and the 
House, which voted to spend $267 million 
over three years.

The legislation, known as the Family 
Planning Services and Population Research 
Act of 1970, specifically prohibits the use 
of any of the funds in programs “where 
abortion is a method of family planning.”

Many poor persons will benefit especial
ly from the new legislation since the bill 
specifies that no charge will be made for 
services provided to those from a low-in
come family. (BP)

Creative Communication 
Workshop Set Jan. 21-23

A Creative Church Communication 
Workshop: Drama and Electronics will be 
held Jan. 21-23 at the Executive Board 
Building of the Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion, Brentwood, according to Larry Smith, 
associate, Church Music department, Ten
nessee Baptist Convention, and workshop 
director. The three-day workshop will be 
directed toward pastors, music directors, 
education directors, and laymen.

Purpose of the three-day workshop is to 
acquaint churches with innovative tech
niques in communicating the Gospel of 
Christ through drama and electronics 
(sound systems, tape recording, radio, etc.), 
and to serve as resourceful and instruction
al, giving aid in practical areas of church 
communication.

The drama portion of the workshop will 
include: Selection of materials; casting; 
costuming; production in the local church; 
music and drama; and evangelistic opportu
nities. The electronics portion will include: 
Selection of public address equipment; use 
of tape recordings; recording techniques; 
music and electronics; and evangelistic op
portunities.

POPULATION GROWTH RATU— 
Worldwide, population growth is 1.9 per 
cent a year. The U.S. rate is 1.2 per cent; 
Europe, including Communist satellites, has 
a growth rate of 0.8 per cent; Asia, 2.1 per 
cent; Africa, 2.5 per cent; and Latin Amer
ica, 2.9 per cent.
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Tennessee News Briefs
Wolf Creek church, Spring City, has or

dained Ralph Price, Taft Moffett, and Wal
lace Porter as deacons. Harlan B. Williams 
is pastor.

Bill W. Henry, Jr. has been elected pres
ident of the Belmont College Alumni as
sociation at the annual banquet of the 
association held during recent Homecom
ing activities. A 1968 graduate of Belmont, 
Henry is presently serving as Baptist Stu
dent Union director at Peabody college, 
Nashville, where he is working toward the 
completion of requirements for a master of 
arts degree in higher education in January, 
1971.

• Chapel Hill church, Beech River asso
ciation, has organized a Woman’s Mission
ary Union, Brotherhood, and children’s 
mission organizations.

Centenary church, Chilhowee association, 
has purchased new hymnals and repainted 
the inside of the sanctuary.

First church, Dandridge, Robert D. Mc
Cray, pastor, has ordained Robert Lee Dal
ton into the gospel ministry. A second year 
student at Southern Baptist Theological 
seminary, Louisville, Ky., he has been 
called as pastor of Friendship church, Phil
pot, Ky. The church has also licensed 
David W. Johns to preach. Johns is a stu
dent at Carson-Newman college, Jefferson 
City.

Flatwoods church, Beech River associa
tion, has installed aisle carpeting and pur
chased a new piano.

Apison church, Hamilton County associa
tion, has dedicated its new educational 
building which was built for approximately 
$25,000. Renovation of other facilities cost 
$5000. W. C. Tuten is pastor. J. U. James, 
superintendent of Missions, Hamilton Coun
ty Association, spoke.

Add Duke, adult Sunday School teacher 
at Darden church, Beech River association, 
suffered a fatal heart attack shortly after 
beginning to teach his class recently.

Richard Tapscott, pastor, Union church, 
Beech River association, and Mrs. Tapscott, 
observed their 25th wedding anniversary on 
Nov. 22. The church helped the Tapscotts 
celebrate by giving them a surprise pound
ing.

Central church, Johnson City, plans to 
ordain Jerry Davis, Jess Lovell, Gale Pot
ter, Page Powell, Tom Shearin, Gordon 
Sims, Lone Sisk, Ed Street, Jr., Kenneth 
Willingham, and Harry Waggoner as dea
cons. James Canaday is pastor.

Leadership Changes
Rankin church, East Tennessee associa

tion, has called R. L. Worven as pastor. 
Worven comes to Rankin from Morristown.

Robert Henson, of Chattanooga, pastor 
of Grace church, Sequatchie Valley asso
ciation, has resigned.

Bath Springs church, Beech River asso
ciation, has called Doug Sanders as pastor.

Steve Wall has been named assistant edi
tor of the “Baptist Men’s Journal”, a publi
cation of the Brotherhood Commission of 
the Southern Baptist Convention, Memphis. 
Wall, 24, is a free-lance photographer who 
covered stories last year in 21 countries, 
and is a former staff member of the Chat
tanooga News-Free Press as well as the 
“Chattanooga Times”. \

First church, Newbern, has called Max 
Walker as pastor. Walker comes to New
bern from the Bardwell Baptist church, 
Bardwell, Ky., where he served as pastor 
for the past two years. He is a graduate of 
Union university, Jackson and New Or
leans Baptist Theological seminary. The 
Walkers have twin daughters, Cherlyn and 
Carolyn, two.

Bible Hill church, Beech River associa
tion, has called Cletus Duke as pastor. He 
served as a lay leader in the church for 
several years.

'100 Per Cent' Compliance 
By Carson-Newman Trustees

JEFFERSON CITY, Tenn.—The Board 
of Trustees of Carson-Newman College has 
voted to comply “100 per cent” with the 
request of the Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion and its Executive Board asking the 
school to rescind the policy permitting 
dancing on the campus.

The board chairman, Henry M. Chiles, 
pastor of Central Baptist church in Knox
ville, said that the action was the first order 
of business at the trustees’ first meeting 
following the state convention in Jackson 
which endorsed and reaffirmed the Execu
tive Board’s request to rescind the policy, 
according to Chiles.

“Everyone felt that the convention had 
spoken and that we wanted to follow 100 
per cent the wishes of the parent body,” 
said Chiles in a telephone interview.

The action was expected to end a nine
month controversy which started March 5 
when the trustees voted to permit social 
dancing “as a part of the total social pro
gram scheduled on the campus.” During the 
controversy, nearly one hundred churches 
in Tennessee voted to withhold funds from 
the Cooperative Program as long as the 
dancing policy was in effect. (BP)

C. Hart Westbrook Dies;
Was Retired Missionary

C. Hart Westbrook, emeritus Southern 
Baptist missionary who was associated with 
the University of Shanghai, in China, died 
Dec. 11 in Franklin County, Va. He was 84.

A funeral service was held Dec. 14 at 
Foreign Mission Board headquarters in 
Richmond, Va., with burial also in Rich
mond.

Westbrook had made his home in that 
city since his retirement in 1953.

Mt. Calvary church, Sequatchie Valley 
association, has called Wade Brown, of Hix
son, as pastor.

Fred M. Chapman, pastor of Glenwood 
church, Nashville, for six years, has been 
named as a consultant in the Stewardship 
Commission of the Southern Baptist Con
vention.

Tomlin Chapel church, Beech River as
sociation, ordained their pastor, Irvin Mc
Daniel into the gospel ministry recently.

Calvary church, East Tennessee associa
tion, plans to occupy their new building 
soon.

Norman O. Baker, observed his 17th an
niversary as pastor of First church, South 
Pittsburg, recently.

This issue is the last for 1970. The next issue of Baptist And Reflector will 
have the publication date of January 7, 1971.

This editor and the entire staff of Baptist And Reflector thank you sincerely 
for the prayers, interest, cooperation and support of Tennessee Baptists during 
1970.

At this season, we extend to each reader sincere best wishes for a good Christ
mas in the Spirit of Christ. We wish for each reader a happy and fruitful New 
Year in His service.

James A. Lester, Editor
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Two Sentenced For Selling 
‘Fraudulent’ Church Bonds

HOUSTON—Within a four-day period, 
a Baptist evangelist here and a church bond 
salesman were sentenced to imprisonment 
for separate, unconnected sales of church 
bonds which state and federal securities of
ficials had charged were fraudulent.

Paul M. Carlin, 36, president of the Paul 
Carlin Evangelistic Association here, was 
sentenced to six years imprisonment by 
U.S. District Judge Allen B. Hannay for 
using false and fraudulent statements to sell 
church bonds.

Carlin, who identified himself as a South
ern Baptist evangelist, pled guilty to the 
charges, which accused him of falsely stat
ing the bonds were to be used to finance 
construction of Southern Baptist offices in 
Houston, while the funds actually were used 
to finance his business costs.

Clyde L. Rabun, a church bond firm and 
building contractor from Houston, was sen
tenced by Judge Carl C. Anderson on two 
separate charges of selling securities with
out being licensed as a securities dealer or 
salesman under provisions of the Texas 
Securities Act.

Judge Anderson sentenced Rabun to 10 
years in the penitentiary for selling securi
ties of the Sun Valley Baptist Temple of El 
Paso, Tex., and fined him $1000 for selling 
securities of Temple Baptist church of 
Houston, without being licensed. Neither 
church is affiliated with the Southern Bap
tist Convention.

Judge Anderson probated the jail sen
tence for Rabun on the condition that he 
would pay $21,466 in restitution to the in
vestor, but there was no immediate indica
tion that Rabun had paid the fine instead of 
accepting the jail sentence.

Rabun had previously been indicted by 
the New Orleans grand jury along with five 
others on 13 counts of conspiracy, fraud in 
the sale of securities, and mail fraud in
volved in the case of Mid-City Baptist 
church of New Orleans.

Rabun was listed in that indictment as 
the president of Southland Church Con
tractors, Inc., and Southland Building and 
Lumber Co., which had reportedy been 
awarded a contract for construction of a 
high-rise apartment financed by Mid-City 
bonds, but which was never built.

In the Carlin case, Judge Hannay gave 
the former evangelist time to spend with 
his family before reporting on Dec. 28 to 
start the two consecutive three-year prison 
sentences (six years total).

The indictment against Carlin charged 
that investors in his bond sales lost nearly 
$300,000 that the bonds were sold while 
Carlin knew that his association was operat
ing at a loss; that he claimed official affilia
tion with the Southern Baptist Convention 
when he had none; that he falsely stated 
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that “there has never been a known de
faulted church bond”; and that all proceeds 
from the bond sale were to be used for 
building construction when portions of the 
proceeds were used to pay operating ex
penses and debts of the association. (BP)

Joe L Ingram Elected 
New Oklahoma Executive

OKLAHOMLA CITY—The assistant ex
ecutive secretary of the Baptist General 
Convention of Oklahoma, Joe L. Ingram, 
has been elected as executive secretary
treasurer of the convention to succeed T. 
B. Lackey who is retiring in September 
1971.

Ingram, 50, has been assistant executive 
secretary of the convention for the past 
ten years.

His election by the Executive Board of 
the Convention is contingent upon ratifica
tion by the state convention when it meets 
in Oklahoma City next November. Ingram 
would then assume the position Sept. 4, 
1971, the effective date of Lackey’s retire
ment.

In the major action, the board paid 
tribute to Lackey for his 45 years of serv
ice to Oklahoma Baptists as pastor, district 
missionary and state convention official. 
Lackey was assistant executive secretary of 
the convention, as was Ingram, before his 
election as executive secretary 19 years 
ago. His retirement is effective on his 
20th anniversary.

Ingram, a native of Russellville, Ark., 
was pastor of Immanuel Baptist church, 
Shawnee, Okla., before his election as as
sistant executive secretary 10 years ago.

Previously, he was pastor of Nogales 
Avenue Baptist church, Tulsa, Okla.; First 
Baptist church, Okemah, Okla.; First Bap
tist church, Rio Vista, Tex.; and Woodlawn 
Baptist church, Little Rock, Ark.

Ingram is a graduate of East Texas Bap
tist college, Marshall, Tex., where he lived 
during much of his childhood, and South
western Baptist Theological seminary, Fort 
Worth.

Active in denominational service, Ingram 
is currently chairman of the Southern Bap-

State Evangelistic Conference

ANCHOR MOTEL
1921 West End Ave., Nashville, Tenn. 37203
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83 newly decorated, Air Conditioned, Luxury Rooms with Free Color TV; 
Direct Dial Phones; Swimming Pool. On Fabulous West End at 20th. Tele
phone (615) 254-5852.

Drug Abuse: New York's Death Rate 
Up 10-Fold During 15-Year Period

NEW YORK—The nation’s growing drug 
abuse problem is reflected in statistics re
leased by federal narcotic agencies and offi
cials in New York City—where the drug 
problem is the most serious.

Figures of the New York City medical 
examiner’s office indicate that the death rate 
attributed to “chronic” use of narcotics 
has increased here more than ten-fold— 
from 102 in 1954 to 1006 deaths in 1969.

The 1970 death toll as of Nov. 15 was 
745—171 adolescents (aged 14-19) and 
574 adults.

The Uniform Crime Reports for Drug 
Law Violations, issued by the U. S. Depart
ment of Justice, shows an increase of 322 
per cent in total drug laws arrests from 
1960 to 1968. Arrests of persons under 18 
increased 1860.4 per cent. The report ex
cludes violations limited strictly to federal 
control. (RNS)

Interracial Revival Led By Negro 
Cements Relations, Pastor Says

COLUMBIA, Mo.—An interracial re
vival at Calvary Baptist church here, a pre
dominantly white Southern Baptist church, 
led by a Negro evangelist has helped to 
cement relations between whites and blacks 
in the community, according to the pastor.

The evangelist was Manuel Scott, pastor 
of the Calvary Baptist church in Los An
geles, who has spoken at several Southern 
Baptist convention meetings in recent years.

The pastor of the church here, Roger 
Barnard, said that Scott was invited to lead 
the revival not because he was black, but 
primarily because he is a dynamic preacher.

Barnard said the church’s reaction was 
exemplary.

Throughout the week, members of black 
churches in Columbia turned out to attend 
the services, Barnard said. The ratio of 
blacks to whites in the services was some
thing like 40 to 60, the pastor said. (BP) 

tist Convention’s Stewardship Commission. 
He has served as stewardship secretary for 
Oklahoma Baptists in connection with his 
work as assistant executive secretary.

His election is official for the two-month 
period between the time of Lackey’s re
tirement in September and the convention 
in November, when the convention is ex
pected to ratify the board’s action. (BP)
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Joint Baptist Board Meetings 
Suggested For 1976 Celebration

WASHINGTON—The North American 
Baptist Fellowship central committee dis
cussed the possibility of scheduling simul
taneous and joint meetings of general 
boards of Baptist conferences and conven-’ 
tions in North America during 1976, on 
the 200th anniversary of the independence 
of the United States.

The committee requested the executive 
secretaries of the member Baptist groups 
to study the proposal, and asked Porter 
Routh, executive secretary of the Executive 
Committee of the Southern Baptist Conven
tion, to serve as convenor.

More than 40 representatives from eight 
Baptist groups in the United States and 
Canada participated in the annual meeting. 
G. K. Zimmerman of North American Bap
tist General Conference was named chair
man of the fellowship, succeeding Duke K. 
McCall of the Southern Baptist Conven
tion.

Discussion of the proposal of simul
taneous and joint meetings of the various 
boards emphasized that Baptist ideals of 
religious liberty and human rights were 
significant in the founding of the new na
tion, and therefore the 1976 anniversary 
date would be appropriate.

Philadelphia Possible Site
Philadelphia, birthplace of the new na

tion, was mentioned as a possible meeting 
place.

The fellowship group, a committee of 
the Baptist World Alliance, interrupted its 
meeting to visit the White House where 
President Richard M. Nixon greeted each 
person and spoke to the group of the re
lationships of Christian ideals and Ameri
ca’s national objectives.

During the committee’s discussion, out
going chairman Duke K. McCall, president 
of Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, traced the progress of the fellow
ship since it was organized in 1966 as an 
outgrowth of cooperation by various Bap
tist bodies during the Baptist Jubilee Ad
vance emphasis from 1959-64.

“We have moved gently, gently through 
these past five years as we explored ways 
for fellowship and understanding,” McCall 
said. “Now we have a relationship that en
ables us to plan together a little more ven
turesomely.”

“One of the most profitable things we 
have done is to provide a forum for those

15 Day Holy Land Tour
Paris, Cairo-Moscow

June 2, 1971 $879.00
Write: Rev. E. J. Kearney

Highland Park Baptist Church
Texarkana, Texas 75501 

of our leaders who do similar jobs,” he 
added. “We thus have created an avenue 
for sharing.”

In addition to general meetings, the 40 
representatives divided into discussion 
groups to probe fields of special interests. 
One group studying “the financing of 
Christian enterprises” recomrhended that 
heads of the stewardship programs of the 
various conventions meet at a convenient 
time to share together in the planning and 
promotion of their budgets.

Cooperation In Evangelism
A group studying denominational mis

sion strategies similarly proposed that mis
sion executives from all Baptist groups in 
North America be invited to a conference 
for “sharing ideas and problems, but that 
such meetings be held purely on a fellow
ship level.”

A third group sought ways of enlisting 
youth in denominational planning and 
policy making, recognizing that “youth are 
in reality setting the agenda for the church 
by their relationships, concerns, and their 
degree of readiness to give themselves to 
these concerns.”

Cooperative work in evangelism, includ
ing the enlistment of laymen in evangelism 
and mission projects, was proposed by a 
fourth group.

Gerhard Claas, executive secretary of 
the Baptist Union of Germany, addressed 
the committee, telling of increasing coop
eration between Baptists in Europe. Claas 
said that fellowship among Baptists in 
Europe—East and West—has moved from 
the conference level to a situation of ac
tually working together on common ob
jectives.

“We seek cooperation not only with Bap
tists but with all true believers on the local 
level,” he said. “We seek to work together 
not only for ourselves but for His church.” 
(BP)

School Reinstates Girl, 15, 
Who Preached On God In Building

CHICAGO—School officials here have 
decided that the daughter of a black Pente
costal minister can talk about God in the 
lunchroom but may not preach or lecture 
on religion.

Miss Shirley Thomas, 15, was suspended 
indefinitely on Nov. 23 after an assistant 
principal at Marshall High School’s Dante 
branch said she continued to preach after 
he ordered her to stop.

She is the daughter of the Rev. Walter 
Thomas, pastor of Victory Temple Church 
of God Pentecostal. Her mother and the 
Rev. Randolph Moore went to the school 
to ask for Miss Thomas’ readmission. (RNS)

Foundation

Memorial to
George Fayion Pritchard

By Jonas L. Stewart 
Executive Secretary-Treasurer

In 1950 Mr. and Mrs. George G. Pritch
ard, Harriman, Tenn., requested a visit Irom 
the late Dr. Norris Gilliam who was execu
tive secretary-treasurer of the Tennessee 
Baptist Foundation. As a result of that visit 
an agreement was signed whereby title to a 
farm was transferred to the Foundation to 
be held in trust with the donors retaining 
lifetime rights. Subsequently the farm was 
sold and the proceeds amounting to $20,000 
were invested, with the Pritchards receiving 
the income for life.

Mrs. Pritchard died several years ago. 
Mr. Pritchard lived until July 21, 1970. Ac
cording to the trust agreement the income 
now becomes available for the Lord’s work. 
The corpus will never be spent, but will re
main forever earning income and continuing 
to be a witness to the faith of two of God’s 
choice stewards. They witnessed for their 
Lord while they lived on the earth in such 
a way that death could not weaken their 
testimony nor erase their memory.

Many of our people have established liv
ing trust funds. Others are considering it. 
The possibility of tax benefits from such a 
trust fund is attractive. It also saves on pro
bate costs and estate tax at one’s death.

For information about a living trust to 
provide income while you live and a Chris
tian witness after you die write or call 
Tennessee Baptist Foundation, Dr. Jonas L. 
Stewart, Executive Secretary-Treasurer, P.O. 
Box 647, Brentwood, Tennessee; phone 833- 
4220.

NEW BOOKS
Administering a Vacation Bible School 

by A. V. Washburn; Convention; 136 pp.
Counseling Christian Parents by William 

S. Deal; Zondervan, 128 pp.; $1.95; paper.
People-Centered Evangelism by John F. 

Havlik; Broadman, 92 pp.
Can You Tell Me? by Dena Korfker; 

Zondervan, 96 pp.; $1.95.
God I Like You selected and compiled 

from Decision Magazine by Sherwood E. 
Wirt and Charlene Anderson; 90 pp.; $2.95.

Expository Sermons on the Book of Dan
iel (Vol. 2, Chapters 1-3) by W. A. Cris
well; Zondervan; 147 pp.; $3.50.

Splinters From My Gavel by Allen W. 
Harrell; Zondervan; 93 pp.; 95^; paper.

Shadow of the Almighty by Elisabeth 
Elliot; Zondervan; 256 pp.; $1.95; paper.

Mama Was A Missionary by Charles 
Ludwig; Zondervan; 192 pp.; 95^; paper.

The Pueblo Revolt by Robert Silverberg; 
Weybright and Talley; 216 pp.; $6.95.
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State Pharmacy Board, Arkansas 
Church Settle Free Drug Dispute

LITTLE ROCK, Ark.—A compromise 
solution has apparently been reached by 
Second Baptist church in downtown Little 
Rock and the State Pharmacy Board in a 
dispute over the church’s right to distribute 
free medications to the poor at a clinic the 
church operates in a poverty-stricken area 
of the city.

The dispute began after the State Phar
macy Board issued an order recently pro
hibiting the church from dispensing pre
scription drugs at its free clinic in the 
College Station section of Little Rock.

The State Pharmacy Board also warned 
students at the school of pharmacy in Col
lege Station that they were endangering 
their chance of being licensed by working 
in such clinics.

Legislation To Be Asked
The compromise solution was reached 

here during a meeting between the attor
ney for the State Pharmacy Board, Eugene 
R. Warren, and the pastor and missions di
rector for the church. Dale Cowling is pas
tor, and Ed Only is director of missions.

According to a report in the “Arkansas 
Gazette” here, the board apparently was 
anxious to change the image it had ac
quired after issuing the order to force the 
church to stop dispensing free medicine to 
the poor.

Warren contended that the restrictions 
placed on such free clinics were based on 
Arkansas statutes and could not be 
changed by board action. He added, how
ever, that the board planned to sponsor 
legislation in the January session of the 
Arkansas General Assembly to allow prop
erly supervised pharmacy students to dis
pense drugs to the poor at free help clinics.

State Representative Leon Hoisted of 
North Little Rock, a registered pharmacist, 
said that he would introduce the legisla
tion at the opening session of the General 
Assembly.

Leased To Doctor
During the meeting with the board’s at

torney, Cowling argued that drugs in use 
at the clinic were the property of Dr. Jas
per McPhail, the physician in charge of 
the clinic, and that the law allowed him to 
dispense the drugs.

Warren said that legally, the drugs were 
not being kept in Dr. McPhail’s office, but 
in the clinic.

Cowling then proposed that the church 
lease the clinic building to Dr. McPhail, 
and asked if the clinic could then be con
sidered the physician’s office. When War
ren said it would be, the church almost 
immediately leased the building to Dr. Mc
Phail.

The free medical help clinic at College 
Station is one of several ministries to the 

poor sponsored by the Little Rock church 
in four different areas of the city.

The six-room Christian Medical Clinic 
includes a complete laboratory and drug 
supply. At the clinic, Christian physicians, 
medical students, nurses, technicians, ad
ministrators and pharmacists give their time 
and skill to examine and treat the poor. 
(BP)

N.M. Court Bars Sunday Liquor Sales, 
Says Law Permits 'Service' Only

SANTA FE, N.M.—More than a year 
of liquor sales on Sundays has been ended 
by the New Mexico Supreme Court.

The legislation allowing sale of alcohol
ic beverages on Sundays had been opposed 
by a number of groups, including the New 
Mexico Southern Baptist Convention. Li
quor sales were backed by those who said 
it would aid tourism at ski areas and re
sorts as well as by liquor interests.

The 1969 Legislature passed a bill per
mitting “service” of drinks on Sundays.

However, the state’s supreme court ruled 
that here the Legislature did not mean 
“sale” when it enacted the law allowing 
liquor to be “served” on Sundays.

Much confusion followed the 1969 bill, 
and the entire liquor sales situation has 
been controversial and confused since then. 
Most bars did sell liquor on Sundays fol
lowing an opinion by State Attorney Gen
eral James Maloney that such sales were 
legal. (RNS)

PLANNING TO ATTEND 
THE TENNESSEE EVANGELISTIC CONFERENCE 

JANUARY 18-19, 1971? 
Make your room reservation NOW at the 

SHERATON-NASHVILLE HOTEL
The meeting will be held at the new auditorium of First Baptist Church only 
two blocks from the Sheraton
• Free parking
• Restaurant and Coffee Shop
• Location close lo First Baptist Church and

Baptist Sunday School Board
• Special Conference Rates 

$11.00 single - reg. rate $1 7.00 
$1 8.00 double (2 dbl. beds) - reg. rate $22.00 

Use this coupon to get special rate

TENNESSEE EVANGELISTIC CONFERENCE 
January 18-19, 1971 

$11.00 single - $18.00 double (2 double beds)
TO: Sheraton Motor Inn

920 Broadway
Nashville, Tennessee 37203 
Attn: Reservations

Please reserve_______ room(s) for________ person (s) for* arrival date________
time__________ departure-----------------Rooming with__________________________
N ame______________________________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________ ___ ________________ ___________
City ---------------------------------------------------------- ---  Tenn. ZIP________________

State Leaders Ask Emphasis 
On Church Missions Committee

ATLANTA—Baptist state mission lead
ers here urged churches to emphasize the 
missions committee for leadership in min
istry to the nation’s spiritually and phys
ically destitute.

The action came in a resolution adopt
ed by mission officials from most of the 
states of the nation, here for week-long 
conferences with the Southern Baptist 
Home Mission Board.

Stating that the church is an “indispens
able unit for carrying out Christ’s missions 
in the world,” and that churches must be 
prodded into maximum effectiveness in 
mission outreach, the directors recom
mended:

That Baptist convention, state and as- 
sociational leaders promote the establish
ing of a church missions committee;

That churches select a committee im
mediate;

That every church commission the chair
man of its missions committee to attend a 
leadership readiness conference for imme
diate training;

That every church missions committee 
make studies, recommend plans and admin
ister work assigned to it in cooperation with 
church program organizations, their asso
ciation and other appropriate groups. (BP)

Ministry of Music and Youth—needed 
by church in South Central Tennessee. 
Needs at least college major in music. 
Write c/o Baptist And Reflector, P.O. 
Box 647, Brentwood, Tennessee 37027.
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UNIFORM SERIES

JESUS’ USE OF PARABLES
By Howard S. Kolb, Pastor

Audubon Park Baptist Church, Memphis

January 3, 1971
Biblical Background: Ps. 78:2; Isa. 6:9-10; Matt. 13:1-30, 34-43
Bible Study Passage: Matt. 13:10-17, 34-35

(Editor’s Note: The Uniform Series Sunday School 
lesson for Jan. 3, 1971 is printed in this issue of 
Baptist And Reflector since there will be no issue for 
Dec. 31. With the issue of Jan. 7 both the Uniform 
Series and Life and Work Series lesson commentaries 
are scheduled to appear each week in Baptist And Re
flector. There is no Life and Work Series commentary 
for Jan. 3.

This lesson series introduces Howard S. Kolb as 
lesson writer for the first six months of 1971. The les
son commentaries are scholarly, well written, and we 
commend them to those churches using the Uniform 
Series.)

For fourteen weeks we shall be studying 
the parables of our blessed Lord. A. T. Robert
son, the great Greek scholar, listed fifty-two 

parables of Jesus. The 
thirteen we shall look at 
shall cover the first quarter 
of 1971 and the first Sun
day of the second quarter 
of 1971. The reason for 
extending the study of par
ables to the first Sunday 
of the second quarter is 
the parable of a Certain 
Householder sets the stage 
for the study of the cruci
fixion and resurrection at

Kolb Easter.
What is a parable? 

Etymologically the word “parable” means 
“casting alongside.” It indicates the placing of 
things side by side for the purpose of com
parison, for the purpose of explaining one 
by the other. The parable is usually an imag
inary story the purpose of which is to illus
trate and inculcate some higher spiritual truth. 
A parable is “an earthly story with a heavenly 
meaning.”

The use of parables is not unique with 
Jesus. He did not invent the parable. The 
parable is found in the Old Testament and in 
Jewish literature. However, messianic prophe
cies pointed to the fact that Jesus would speak 
in parables.

How should a parable be interpreted? Some 
interpret the parable allegorically. They make 
each word, phrase, and statement have a spe
cific meaning. Some interpret the parable by 
looking for one salient teaching. They do not 
look for a hidden meaning in every detail but 
rather look for the central truth of the parable. 
Harold Songer reminds us that “parables were 
not to be decoded in the study; they were 
intended to be understood, heeded, and acted 
upon.”

Jesus gave three reasons for His use of 
parables when asked, “Why speakest thou unto 
them in parables?” (Matt. 10:10). Of course, 
there are many other rseasons for using par
ables. Let us look at the three given by Jesus:

I. Jesus Used the Parables to Expound the 
Mysteries of the Kingdom of Heaven 
(Matt. 13:10-11).

There are eight parables in the thirteenth 

chapter of Matthew: the sower (13:2-23); the 
tares (13:24-30); the mustard seed (13:31, 32); 
the leaven (13:33); the hidden treasure (13:44); 
the pearl (13:45-46); the net (13:47-51); and 
the householder (13:52). All eight of the par
ables are given to teach us about the mysteries 
of the kingdom of heaven. The word mystery 
appears in the New Testament twenty-eight 
times and carries the idea that a secret is im
parted to the one who is. initiated. It does 
not mean something obscure and incompre
hensible. God’s truth concerning the kingdom 
which was once hidden and is now revealed to 
the disciples by Jesus.

II. Jesus Used the Parable to Counsel the 
Unreceptive Person (Matt. 13:13-15).

The receptive person will always progress 
in understanding and knowledge (Matt. 10:12). 
However, there are those who are willfully 
negligent, grossly insensitive, and malignantly 
hostile to the truth and The Teacher, Jesus 
Christ. Isaiah points out the conduct of the 
Pharisees in his prophecy. They are dull of 
hearing, their eyes are closed, and it isn’t likely 
that their hearts will be changed. Jesus didn’t 
withhold the truth from the Pharisees who had 
“become gross” in their unreceptive hearts. 
He gave them the opportunity to understand 
if their hearts were not too hardened to see, 
to hear, to turn, and be forgiven.

III. Jesus Used the Parables to Bless the Be
liever Who Responds to the Truth 
(Matt. 13:16-17).

In contrast to what is said about the Phari
sees, Jesus said to the believers, His disciples, 
“blessed are your eyes, for they see; and your 
eyes for they hear” (Matt. 13:16). The things 
the disciples witnessed were the things the 
great prophets and righteous men had looked 
forward with longing, but in vain (Matt. 13-17). 
Conclusion:. Jesus spoke in parables in ful
fillment of prophecy (Matt. 13:34, 35).

The words and life of Jesus throw a flood 
of light on the purposes of God long kept 
hidden. What a real joy it is to come to the 
truth in and through Jesus Christ! He aptly 
said: “I am the way, the truth, and the life; 
no man cometh unto the Father, but by me” 
(John 14:6).

Church Gifts Notes

In the Convention Treasurer’s report 
printed on page 12, Dec. 10 issue of BAP
TIST AND REFLECTOR, a printer’s er
ror caused designated gifts by Brainerd 
church, Chattanooga, to read $275. The 
correct amount should be $25,082.55.

Personally
By James A. Lester

In a time of “tight” money and declines in 
giving, it is a genuine joy to note progress 
on the part of a member of the convention 
family, the Tennessee Baptist Foundation.

On June 30, 1968, 
corpus of funds held by 
the Foundation stood at 
$4,089,459.21. On Oc
tober 31, 1970, the bal
ance sheet showed 
$5,125,743.74. This 
means that in 28 months 
funds held by our Foun
dation showed an in
crease of $1,036,284.53, 
including some short

Lester term investments for one 
of our institutions. This, 

by any standard, is a sizeable gain, and one 
for which Tennessee Baptists should thank 
God, and express appreciation to Founda
tion Executive Secretary-Treasurer Jonas 
L. Stewart.

I asked for the above figures; they 
weren’t volunteered. I asked for them be
cause they say to me that Tennessee Bap
tists are expressing a growing concern that 
our agencies, institutions and programs, 
including the Cooperative Program, be en
dowed adequately.

Any one conversant with the field of en
dowment and trusts realizes that these past 
two or three years have been especially 
difficult years. Despite this, however, our 
Foundation has increased its own value 
and the value of Tennessee Baptists to a 
marked degree. Jonas Stewart keeps telling 
Tennessee Baptists that they could have a 
corpus of $50 million in trust by the Foun
dation if they believed enough in our min
istries. We are inclined to agree with him. 
And, with the splendid work done in other 
years by the late Dr. Henry Huey, and the 
outstanding work being done now by a 
man who just doesn’t seem to tire of telling 
Tennessee Baptists about their opportunities, 
we think the day will come when that $50 
million is a reality.

Pastorium Gift Invalidated
The trustees of Deaderick Avenue church, 

Knoxville, transferred the deed to the 
church’s pastorium to pastor Glen Brooks 
and wife as a gift recently. Other members 
protested and the matter was taken to 
court.

Chancellor William P. Newkirk invali
dated the deed, ruling that the church con
gregation can do anything it wants with the 
property. However, Newkirk said that the 
constitution and bylaws in this case were 
not followed and that proper notice was not 
given to the congregation by the trustees.

The suit to have the pastorium preserved 
as church property had been filed by Wil
liam F. Kirkland and five other members.
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Lutheran Elected Executive
Of Interdenominational ‘Key ’73’

ST. LOUIS—Representatives attending 
a board meeting for “Key ’73,” an inter
denominational coalition of churches and 
religious groups including Southern Bap
tists, have chosen a Lutheran evangelism 
leader as executive director.

Theodore Raedeke, evangelism secretary 
for the Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod, 
was elected during a three-day meeting of 
Key ’73’s central committee, which in
cludes representatives from 30 denomina
tions and 40 paraecclesiastical organiza
tions which have pledged cooperation in the 
venture.

Raedeke will coordinate the activities’ 
preceding a major evangelistic thrust in 
1973 by the participating Key ’73 denomi
nations and other organizations.

During the meeting here, Raedeke said 
that the joint evangelistic thrust is late, 
“We feel that a coordinated, concerted fo
cus on evangelism is long overdue. A cli
mate for evangelism has been established, 
because people are becoming more and 
more concerned. They realize something 
should, and must be done,” he said.

Key ’73 began in 1967 following an 
editorial in “Christianity Today” by then 
editor Carl F. Henry calling for “a great
er framework of cooperation as evangelicals 
seek to witness to the world of the sover
eignty of Christ and confront the world 
with the gospel.”

Later in the year, 42 churchmen met in 
Arlington, Va., at a place called “Key 
Bridge” to explore the possibilities of a 
cooperative evangelical thrust for world 
evangelism. The name “Key ’73” was taken 
from the series of meetings there called Key 
Bridge I, II and III.

Since that time, Key ’73 has become in
corporated, formulated by-laws, enlarged 
its scope to influence Canada, created task 
forces and elected an executive.

Kenneth L. Chafin, director of the di
vision of evangelism for the Southern Bap
tist Home Mission Board, is a member of 
the 15-man committee.

The association has set as its main ob
jective “to confront every person in North 
America more fully and more forcefully 
with the gospel of Jesus Christ.” It also 
hopes to develop new resources for effective 
evangelism for consideration, adoption, or 
rejection by participating churches. De
nominations will be able to tap the evan
gelistic “supermarket” for ideas to employ 
in their thrust, but each local church or 
group may choose or reject whatever they 
desire,” Raedeke said. (BP)

J. Melvin Griffin, left, Regional Distribu
tion secretary of the American Bible So
ciety, and Robert G. Bratcher, chairman of 
the Today’s English Version Old Testament 
Translations Committee, examine an off-the- 
press copy of “Psalms for Modern Man,” 
the first complete Old Testament book in 
the TEV. The complete Old Testament is 
slated to be published in 1975.

Union University Alters 
Required Academic Program

Union university has adopted a new 
academic program according to an an
nouncement made by the University’s Aca
demic Dean.

Specifically, according to Dean G. Wayne 
Brown, the new plan will incorporate more 
independent study, more “special group” 
studies, and provisions for “testing out” of 
core courses. For the first time, students 
at Union will have a choice of unlimited 
areas of independent studies.

Major effects of the program, to be im
plemented June, 1971, will be a shorter 
period of time for top students in basic 
freshman and sophomore courses; more 
options to students about courses in his 
chosen field; and the possibility of more 
hours in independent study.

The plan has been under development 
at Union for the past two years, and under 
the new regulations a student may “test out 
of” all core courses. If he wishes to take 
a comprehensive test in English 111, for in
stance, and passes it successfully, his record 
will be so marked. He may also test out of 
English 112, 211, 212 and so on up the 
line. The same applies to required courses 
in mathematics, languages, basic science, 
etc.

The 128 hours required for the bache
lor’s degree will remain the same. However, 
a student able to by-pass the required core 
courses will be free to pursue courses of 
his own choosing, or do independent study 
leading toward a thesis or a project.

Missionaries Dig Wells 
For Pakistani Suffering

FENI, East Pakistan — Southern Bap
tist missionaries in East Pakistan are sinking 
tube wells in an effort to do something for 
the Pakistani people living in the area af
fected by a recent cyclone and tidal wave.

Purchased with relief money appropri
ated by the Southern Baptist Foreign Mis
sion Board, 93 wells were providing water 
for the people by Dec. 8. The missionaries 
have promised the government of Pakistan 
that they will attempt to complete 200 
wells, but they have been requested to sink 
an additional 50 on Haiti Island.

James F. McKinley Jr., chairman of the 
Pakistan Baptist mission and head of the 
mission’s relief committee, said if resources 
continue and the missionaries remain phys
ically able to do the work, all the wells 
will be completed by Jan. 15.

Other members of the relief committee 
are Carl F. Ryther, Donald W. Jones, and 
R. T. Buckley, all missionaries. The SBC 
Foreign Mission Board has appropriated 
$14,555 for relief in East Pakistan. (BP)

Robert L. Orr Elected President 
Of Baptist Memorial Hospital Board

MEMPHIS—Robert L. Orr, pastor of 
First Baptist church, Dyersburg, was elected 
president of the Baptist Memorial Board 
of Trustees at their annual meeting held 
recently. During the 10 years Orr has 
served as a member of the Board of 
Trustees, he had held the position of chair
man of the Executive Committee and also 
served a previous term as president of the 
board.

Baptist Memorial hospital, Memphis, was 
established in 1912 and is owned by the 
Baptist Conventions of Tennessee, Arkan
sas, and Mississippi.

Texas Board Elects Negroes, 
Approves Loan, Hospital Study

DALLAS—The Executive Board of the 
Baptist General Convention of Texas elect
ed the first Negroes in its history to mem
bership on two of its commission, under
wrote a $100,000 loan to rescue a finan
cially-plagued Baptist hospital, and heard 
its executive secretary call for an exami
nation of the convention’s “institutional 
crisis.”

Marvin Griffin, pastor of Ebenezer 
Baptist church, Austin, Tex., was elected to 
the 15-member Christian Life Commission, 
the state convention’s social concerns agen
cy; and Harold Branch, pastor of St. John 
Baptist church, Corpus Christi, Tex., was 
named to the 15-member State Missions 
Commission, which coordinates the state 
Baptist mission program. Both are pastors 
of black churches affiliated with the conven- 
tipn. (BP)
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Life and Work Series for Sunday, December 27, 1970

A WITNESS FOR CHRIST
John 1:19-36

In a real and supremely important sense, 
the coming of Jesus Christ to this earth 
was the beginning of a new era for man
kind. The old was passing away because if 
was fulfilled in the new. At that most im
portant juncture in history, the Baptist ap
peared.

We are not told much about John's child
hood or youth. Only one verse records 
anything, Luke 1:80: "The child grew, and 
waxed strong in spirit, and was in the des
erts till the day of his shewing unto Israel.”

As John thundered out the announce
ment that God was about to act and to 
redeem Israel, he called for genuine re
pentance. This was to prepare the people 
for the reception of their Savior. For sam
ples of his preaching, read Matthew 3:1-3, 
7-12; Luke 3:3-17.

The people responded to his message in 
great numbers and sealed their repentance 
by being baptized. Can you give some rea
sons for their responsiveness? Why did they 
recognize John as a prophet?
John 1:

29 <] The next day John seeth Jesus com
ing unto him. and saith, Behold the Lamb 
of God, which taketh away the sin of the 
world.

Try to visualize the dramatic scene sum
marized in John 1:29. John had been de
nying that he was the Messiah, or any great 
person; but he had been claiming to be a 
herald of the Messiah. He had startled the 
people by telling them that the Promised 
One already was in their midst. (See v. 26.)

Now the great moment arrived. John saw 
Jesus coming toward him. He cried out: 
“Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sin of the world.” (v. 29). Until 
then, John himself had been the center of 
attention. Every eye had been upon him; 
but now, every eye was turned toward Jesus. 
As John the Baptist later told his disciples: 
“He must increase, but I must decrease” 
(John 3:30)
John 1:

36 And looking upon Jesus as he walked, 
he saith, Behold the Lamb of God!

John the Baptist’s public announcement 
was by no means his only witness to Jesus 
Christ. While John was with two of his di- 
ciples (probably Andrew and John), Jesus 
walked by them. The voice that had thun
dered in the wilderness now spoke quietly 
but persuasively to the two disciples: “Be
hold the Lamb of God!” (v. 36).

Some people flinch before public oppor
tunities of witness for Jesus Christ. Many 
would agree, however, that speaking for 
Christ before a group takes less courage 
than witnessing with boldness and compas
sion to one or two people. Personal witness

ing for Christ is the most basic kind of 
witnessing. It is the kind of witnessing re
quired of all followers of Christ. It is the 
kind of witnessing most needed oday.

When we think about the unusual minis
try of John the Baptist, we are impressed 
all over again with the way in which God 
carefully prepared for the work and min
istry of Jesus. Consider how John helped 
Jesus in the beginning of his ministry. The 
crowds attracted by John’s preaching pro
vided a natural setting for the launching 
of Jesus’ mission.

Further, among those who heard John’s 
introduction of Jesus was Andrew—one of 
the twelve. (See John 1:40.) Andrew 
brought his brother Simon to Jesus (v. 42), 
and later Philip—who was of the same 
Galilean town—became a follower (v. 44). 
All of these events, which seem to fall out 
so naturally, can be traced back to John the 
Baptist. And John the Baptist is identified 
in the Gospel as fulfilling the Old Testa
ment prophecy of Isaiah 40:3. (See v. 23.)

We have made a study of the transition 
period between the old and the new. The 
old covenant was completed in the new. 
John the Baptist’s ministry formed the 
bridge between the two. He prepared the 
people and then presented the Savior. His 
witness cost him his life. Witnessing for 
Christ can be a costly business.

The beginning of a new year is always 
an appropriate time for new beginnings. If 
you are asking soul-searching questions, 
why not make a new beginning with God 
as you prepare to begin a new year? God 
has promised his grace and strength to those 
who seek his help. Why not seek his help 
right now?

From Bible Study Pocket Commentary, October, 
November, December 1970. © Copyright 1970, the 
Sunday School Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention. All rights reserved. Used by permis
sion.

MEDICAL MISSIONS CONFERENCES 
SLATED FOR HOUSTON, RICHMOND

A medical missions conference sponsored 
by the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board will be held Jan. 15-16 in Houston. 
The program will provide information to 
persons interested in medical missions.

Sheraton Kings Inn, located near NASA 
headquarters outside Houston, will pro
vide facilities for the conference, beginning 
at 6 p.m. Friday and ending at 9:30 p.m. 
Saturday.

It is the first of two U.S. regional medical 
missions conferences planned for 1971.

Junior and senior premedical students, 
nursing students, medical students, practic
ing physicians and nurses, as well as stu-

Brotherhood

A New Look At An Old Horse
By Roy Gilleland

I am glad I attended “The Study Com
mittee on the Utilization of Baptist Men” 
held in Nashville Dec. 3-5, 1970. The 
significance of this meeting to me was not 
that it was something new. In many ways 
the small group meetings and the confer
ences were a “re-hash” of much we have 
heard before.

I believe that the meeting was significant 
in at least three ways:

1. The prime interest of Baptist lay
men is evangelism. This was the 
message of the Conference to me. 
Wherever we started from we seemed to 
end up discussing evangelism. Not all 
agreed on the meaning of the word, or the 
methods to be used. But when we tired 
of discussing our many differences the 
major topic seemed to become evangelism. 
This says something to me. We can decide 
any way we like what the men should or 
should not do. But any plan which will 
challenge and get the support of laymen 
must center on evangelism. This, I believe, 
is as it should be.

2. The second point of significance to 
me was that this study was held by the 
Executive Committee of the Southern Bap
tist Convention. The need of involving the 
laymen on every level of our Southern 
Baptist Convention and our State Conven
tions has been said over and over. The plea 
of the men to be challenged—especially in 
the area of evangelism—is a plea I have 
heard come from them for many, many 
years. So the significance of this meeting 
to me was who promoted it. Maybe the im
portance of this meeting will be that the 
message from the men will finally find its 
way in a meaningful manner to our lead
ership and pastors in a way that will bring 
our laymen and our pastors together.

3. The third point I would make is the 
fact that finally the leadership of one de
partment of the Southern Baptist Conven
tion seems to really believe that if there 
is to be any significant advance in the cause 
of evangelism in our world today the lay
man must be involved. This to me is the 
importance of the plan of Evangelism be
ing developed by the Home Mission Board 
under the leadership of Dr. Kenneth Cha
fin. It is called WIN (Witness Involvement 
Now).

dents and practitioners in ancillary fields, 
are invited to the conference, according to 
Miss Edna Frances Dawkins, Foreign Mis
sion Board associate secretary for mis
sionary personnel. A similar program will 
be held at board headquarters in Richmond, 
Va., April 2-3.
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c *xecutive Secretary

On Matters eV

By W. Fred Kendall
Since this is Christmas eve I want to wish 

for every reader and your family a very 
Merry Christmas and one in which Christ 

will truly be the center. 
I want to thank so many 
of you for kind expres
sions concerning this 
column and the fact 
that you have received 
help from it from week 
to week.

The fellowship of Ten
nessee Baptists is a very 
rich one. Through more 
than 14 years I have 
been trying to serve in 
this position. It has been 

such a joy to get to know so many people 
across our state and to get to work with 
the church leadership and the wonderful 
pastors that shepherd the flocks of our 
state. So many rich friendships have 
been made which have blessed my life and 
will for a lifetime.

One of the rewards of being a Christian 
servant is that of getting to share in the 
fellowship of Christ’s people. When we work 
together through the years we become a 
true family in Christ. I wish to express my 
love and appreciation for all of you and to 
let you know what a blessing you have been 
to me through the years.

Christmas will soon be passed for this 
year, and we shall be facing a new year. 
One week from today will be the last day of 
1970. We will be on the threshold of 1971. 
This is always a challenge. It is a time to 
look ahead and to make plans to enter the 
new year with God’s guidance and in faith 
in His wisdom and grace to lead us through 
each day.

The new year will provide new oppor
tunities. It will offer a chance to correct 
mistakes of the past and to make further 
advances in spiritual growth. It will provide 
opportunities for service and for many min
istries to many people for Christ. There will 
be opportunities for soul winning and for 
witnessing. There will be much work to be 
done in the churches and places of service 
will be opening from time to time.

Since 1926 I have not missed a year 
watching the new year come in at midnight. 
I have always wanted to enter the new year 
in prayer and to dedicate it as another year 
for the Lord. Many churches will have spe
cial services. It is so fitting for the church 
to be in prayer when the new year dawns.

For each of you my prayer is that this 
shall be the happiest Christmas you have 
ever had, and that the New Year shall be a 
happy one filled with promises for many 
happy experiences with Christ throughout 
1971.

By Dr. B. David Edens, 
Director, Marriage and 
Family Program 
Stephens College 
Columbia, Missouri 65201

Many Ways 
To Show Affection For Young

So much has been written about the right 
time and the right way to praise a child that 
parents and teachers are beginning to feel 
that “you’re damned if you do and you’re 
damned if you don’t.”

Instead of associating praise only with 
accomplishment, try showing your affection 
for him when he hasn’t done a thing, sug
gests Dr. William Homan, author of Child 
Sense: A Pediatrician’s Guide for Today’s 
Families (Basic Books.)

A hug for an accomplishment is nice, but 
a hug “for nothing” is even better, he re
minds. An ice cream soda to celebrate a 
good arithmetic paper is fine, but it’s more 
important to the child’s over-all develop
ment “to receive the greater reward of five 
minutes of cuddling of a friendly tousling 
of the hair when he is producing nothing.”

Obvious enjoyment of a child for what he 
is—combined with occasional and necessary 
criticism of what he does—is the stuff that 
makes for good growth, stresses Dr. Homan. 
“Undemanding, accepting love from parents 
is vital to normal development and the fail
ure of parents to convince a child they have 
this feeling for him is probably the single 
most important cause of future personality 
problems.”

Baptists Plan Christmas
Airdrop For Remote Sites

WEATHERFORD, Tex.—Christmas may 
come by air this year to people in a num
ber of isolated Mexican and Texas com
munities along the Rio Grande River.

Instead of a sleigh pulled by raindeer, 
however, Santa will be flying by airplane 
along, with other volunteer pilots.

Behind the “Spirit of Christmas” airdrop 
are Southern Baptists from more than 80 
churches in eight Texas counties.

Men in pickup trucks will carry the gifts 
—food, clothing and medical supplies, plus 
Christmas stockings with candy, toys and 
fruit—to airstrips near the Mexican border.

“From there, Wings for Christ and other 
pilots will fly the goods to remote villages 
which are inaccessible or difficult to reach 
by normal land traffic,” said Cal Hollis of 
Weatherford, Tex., one of two Southern 
Airways employees coordinating the aerial 
Christmas drop. The other is Marvin Har
vey of Mineral Wells, Tex. (BP)

ffistoricaUy
From the files

50 YEARS AGO
Baptists in the four major cities of 

Tennessee were numbered as follows: 
Shelby County association, 8368; 
Nashville association, 6189; Ocoee 
association, of which the churches 
of Chattanooga were the principal 
part, 9905; and the Knox County 
association, 13,409. Each of these as
sociations showed an increase over the 
previous year.

20 YEARS AGO
Dr. Olin T. Binkley, a member of 

the faculty of Southern Baptist Theo
logical seminary, Louisville, Ky., for 
six years, was elected president of 
Southeastern Baptist Theological semi
nary, Wake Forest, N.C. Binkley is a 
graduate of both institutions.

Dr. Gaines S. Dobbins, a member 
of the faculty of Southern Baptist 
Theological seminary, Louisville. 
Ky., since 1920, was named acting 
president of the seminary until a 
successor to Dr. Ellis A. Fuller, who 
died Oct. 28, was named.

10 YEARS AGO
Miss Patsy Middleton was named 

the first Baptist Student Union direc
tor for Austin Peay State university, 
Clarksville.

Miss Cecile Smith began her 19th 
consecutive year of service as clerk 
of the Nashville association.

Dave Cheavens, Baptist Journalism 
Leader, Dies At Journalism Meeting

BRYAN, Tex.—Dave Cheavens, chair
man of the department of journalism at 
Baylor University, Waco, Tex., and a noted 
newsman, died here Dec. 6 while attend
ing a meeting of the Southwest Journalism 
Conference.

Immediate cause of death for the 63- 
ycar-old Cheavens was listed as heart ar
rest.

Cheavens, a Baptist layman, joined the 
Baylor university faculty in 1961 after 20 
years as chief of the Associated Press Capi
tol Bureau in Austin, Tex.

The son of Southern Baptist mission
aries to Mexico who later worked in the 
Baptist Spanish Publishing House in El 
Paso, Tex., Cheavens got his start in Chris
tian journalism at the El Paso publishing 
house which his father, John S. Cheavens, 
directed at one time. (BP)
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Man Who Aided Journeyman 
Influenced To Seek Christ

DALLAS—Circumstances in the case of 
a critically-injured missionary journeyman 
brought to Baylor hospital here from Africa 
have contributed to a young technician’s 
committing his life to Christ as Savior. •

The hospital chaplain sees the incident as 
just one of a chain of miracles that have 
occurred since Larry Hughes of Tulsa, 
Okla., fractured three vertebrae and dis
located his spinal column in a swimming ac
cident in Malawi, Nov. 21.

To the new Christian, Jim Howard, “it’s 
just miraculous that he (Hughes) even made 
it.”

It did not seem possible to Howard, an 
inhalation therapist, that anyone as criti
cally injured as the missionary journeyman 
could survive a 50-mile trip by Land Rover, 
a 38-hour flight, an eight-hour layover 
in London, while dodging fog on two sides 
of the Atlantic.

Howard’s personal commitment began 
the night the missionary journeyman final
ly arrived in the Baylor University Medical 
center’s intensive care unit, fighting for his 
life with the help of two Dutch doctors and 
a young missionary journeyman nurse.

Earlier that night, Howard had dated a 
Baptist girl who explained to him “how 
the Lord runs her life.”

“As I left her house and started home, 
I felt a compulsion to return to the hos
pital. It was as if something were pushing 
me. After all, I was off duty,” Howard re
called.

As he entered the hospital, two attend
ants met Howard and told him he was 
needed to operate the volume respirator.

Howard was inspired by the attitudes of 
the journeyman struggling for life and the 
missionary nurse, Mrs. Vicki Hickey, who 
had been brought into the case from San- 
yanti Baptist hospital, Rhodesia.

“All through the things they were doing 
to save his life, despite the pain, he always 
seemed to smile,” Howard said. “The nurse 
was calm and happy and knew what she 
was doing.”

The inhalation therapist was impressed 
to learn that the Hickeys had left what he 
considered “big money” as medical per
sonnel in Illinois to serve in Africa for a 
fraction of their original salaries.

“All the time I was wondering, ‘How did 
I get here?’ ” Howard said.

Afterward, Howard said his spiritual con
dition weighted on his mind so much that 
he decided to talk with Mark Baker, one 
of the hospital’s chaplains.

Baker listened as Howard explained that 
he couldn’t recall any experiences he’d had 
with Christ. Then the chaplain asked, “Have 
you asked God into your life?”

Howard did ask Christ into his life, and 
he said, “It seemed someone had taken a

5000-pound weight off my shoulders. I felt 
great, and I still do.”

Howard said that “right now I’m a very 
immature Christian, but I have decided to 
go back and get my degree as an inhalation 
therapist. Then I want to go overseas with 
a church group and broaden my potential 
as a Christian.” z

Ironically, the paths of Hughes and How
ard would never have crossed if the crew 
of the jet plane hadn’t been forced to 
change their flight plans.

They were carrying the injured mission
ary to Baptist Memorial hospital in Hous
ton, but word came that a fog was covering 
the Texas Gulf Coast. They landed in Dal
las instead, and Hughes entered Baylor 
hospital.

To Mrs. Paul Hughes, keeping a vigil 
near her stricken son, the decision by How
ard was answered prayer.

“It’s been my prayer that someone 
would come to know the Lord Jesus Christ 
through this,” she said. (BP)

White House Parley Hears 
Charges Of Child Neglect

By Beth Hayworth
WASHINGTON — The White House 

Conference on Children, the first to be held 
since 1960, considered reports indicting 
America for vast neglect of its children 
and urging major reforms in institutions at 
all levels of society.

Education, child health care and legal 
services supposed to be helping children in 
trouble were especially hard hit in the re
ports prepared for the conference, convened 
here by President Richard M. Nixon.

In one report entitled, “Crisis in Values,” 
churches and all other institutions were 
urged to test their practices against their 
stated beliefs and to eliminate the contra
dictions between the two.

The report was one of 24 prepared by 
385 specialists over the last five months to 
present to the 4000 delegates for their de
liberation at the conference.

Mrs. Ada Rutledge, a consultant in the 
preschool and children’s section of the 
Sunday School department of the Southern 
Baptist Sunday School Board, was one of 
the specialists named by the President. Mrs. 
Rutledge was one of the 16 members of the 
forum preparing study papers for discussion 
on “Emergence of Identity,” one of the 
24 conference divisions.

A prominent Baptist minister from Kan
sas City, Mo., John Williams, pastor of the 
St. Stephen Baptist church, was one of the 
16 members of a forum studying children 
who are injured.

Cluster groups of several hundred dele-

Morris Resigns Alabama PR 
Post; Heads New Agency

MONTGOMERY, Ala.—David K. Mor
ris, director of public relations for the Ala
bama Baptist Convention’s State Executive 
Board since 1958, has resigned effective 
Jan. 1, 1971, to enter private business.

Morris will become president of a newly 
formed Montgomery public relations agen
cy, Advertising/Communications, Inc., 
which will offer broad communications serv
ices to commerical and non-profit, service
type organizations.

A former national president of the Bap
tist Public Relations Association, Morris is 
well-known in denominational and public 
relations circles.

He designed an advertising and public 
relations campaign in Alabama for the state 
convention and churches in the state called 
“Main Stream” which has won national 
recognition by the Baptist Public Relations 
Association. The campaign features radio 
and television commercials primarily.

Morris is also a member of the Public 
Relations Society of America, the Public 
Relations Council of Alabama, and an as
sociate member of the Alabama Press Asso
ciation.

He is former director of public relations 
for Mississippi college, Clinton, Miss., and 
former news and information director at 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Fort Worth. He earned degrees at both 
schools. (BP)

Nixon Asks Welfare Reform 
As Aid To Nation's Children

WASHINGTON — President Richard 
Nixon made a special plea for national 
welfare reform in a major address at the 
opening session of the 1970 White House 
Conference on Children, a meeting held 
once every decade since 1909.

“The welfare system has become a con
suming, monstrous, inhuman outrage against 
the community, against the family, against 
the individual—and most of all against the 
very children whom it was meant to help,” 
the President told the 4000 delegates con
vened here to examine issues relating to 
children today.

The delegates included a wide range of 
authorities from many professions: edu
cators, lawyers, judges, physicians.

President Nixon reminded the delegates 
that in the last 10 years alone the number 
of children on welfare has nearly tripled, 
to more than six million. (BP)

gates, armed with the advance study guides, 
debated the various topics as a basis for 
future action.

Among the 4000 delegates were two 
others from the Sunday School Board. They 
were Robert G. Fulbright, supervisor in the 
preschool-children’s section, and Eugene 
Chamberlain, program and design special
ist also in the same section of children’s 
work. (BP)
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