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MISTAKEN IDENTITY
By Herschel H. Hobbs

“The gods are come down to us in the 
likeness of men”—Acts 14:11.

When Paul and Barnabas came to Lystra . 
they were in purely pagan country. Since 
no synagogue is mentioned evidently there 
were few Jews there (cf. Acts 1 ff.). The 
people apparently spoke little or no Greek, 
although Greek and Latin inscriptions have 
been found there. The apostles preached 
the gospel there. Either they did this 
through disciples from Antioch and 
Iconium or else the people did understand 
some Greek. But even this made communi
cation difficult. When the people spoke in 
religious excitement they used “the speech 
of Lycaonia” (v. 11), so that the apostles 
did not understand them.

The pagans of this region worshipped 
Jupiter [Zeus]. His priest was there so evi
dently there was a temple of Jupiter in 
Lystra (v. 13). Jupiter and Mercury 
[Hermes] were said to have visited in bodily 
form in the nearby region of Phrygia (Ovid, 
Meta, VIII., 626).

So when Paul healed a lame man (vv. 
8-10), the people thought that these gods 
had come to Lystra. Since Barnabas was 
the older and more imposing in appear
ance they called him Jupiter. Paul had been 
the spokesman so they called him Mercury.
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Mercury or Hermes (true reading) was the 
spokesman for Jupiter.

Not understanding the native tongue it 
was not until they saw the priest leading 
oxen to sacrifice to them that the apostles 
sized up the situation. In typical Jewish 
horror (tearing their clothes) they hastened 
to deny that they were gods. Rather they 
declared that it was the true God who gave 
them rain and crops, which the pagans 
attributed to Jupiter. With difficulty they 
kept the people from sacrificing to them.

Shortly thereafter Jews arrived from 
Antioch and Iconium to stir up the pagans 
against Paul and Barnabas. So they joined 
in stoning Paul who evidently had done 
most of the talking against the idea of sacri
fice. They thought that they had stoned 
him to death (v. 19).

As with Jesus it was “Hosanna” on Sun
day and “Crucify” on Friday.

M

By Jim Griffith
Before we get too far into the new 

year, perhaps we should reply to that 
much-used, overworked excuse: “You 
know, I would do more for the Lord 
and my church—but I just don’t have 
the time.”

The fact is, you have as much time 
as the next fellow.- Every morning 
the “bank of time” credits you with 
86,400 seconds.

Every night it writes off as lost 
whatever of this you have failed to 
invest to good purpose. It carries over 
no balance and allows no overdrafts.

If you fail to use the day’s deposit 
of time, the loss is yours. There is no 
going back, no drawing against “to
morrow.”

Thus, you must use your time and 
invest your seconds so that they will 
return to you the utmost in achieve
ment, success, and service.

Jesus, our Lord, expressed it for us 
when He said: “Today is the day. 
Now is the time.”
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Devotional

Jones

I'd Rather Fight Than Switch
By Ray O. Jones, Pastor

First Baptist Church, Fountain City
A long distance call came to me this 

week from a man on a committee looking 
for a pastor. Another “perfect” church 

looking for the “perfect” 
pastor. I hope they find 
him. He wanted to ques
tion me about a fellow 
minister. Then abruptly 
he asked “What’s wrong 
in our churches ... we 
can’t get people to come 
... or work . . . they 
aren’t interested any
more . . .?” The prob
lem is complex and so is 
the answer.

For one thing, millions
of people have switched to the god of plea
sure. They worship pleasure. Their empti
ness is seen in night clubs where fat, middle- 
aged lonely people go looking for a thrill to 
fill the vacancy. Vainly they seek satisfac
tion in a god that ever eludes them. Oc
casionally they even come to church, bring
ing flowers to adorn the grave of a religion 
that long ago lost meaning for them.

Others have switched to the god of 
materialism. Don’t minimize the importance 
of money, but when making money is more 
desired than serving God, one is guilty of 
idolatry. They look for the god of ma
terialism in Suburbia where people look 
alike and seem happy in their big houses 
with mowed lawns and trimmed hedges, 
but the emptiness is still there.

Some have switched to the god of sta
tistics. Although Jesus said the road to de
struction was broad and many are traveling 
it, while the way to heaven is narrow and 
few are on it, we still want a popular re
ligion. (ref. Matt. 7:13, 14). The five thou
sand people Jesus fed didn’t become dis
ciples. He won less than a dozen disciples. 
How many have you won to Christ? 
Gideon’s army lost several thousand in 
numbers but with 300 they gained in cour
age and determination. Jesus’ religion is not 
popular but I plan to stick with Him. His 
way is not easy and His church is not pop
ular but I’d rather fight than switch.

Spring Registration Slated At Belmont
NASHVILLE—Registration for the spring 

semester at Belmont college will be held 
Jan. 26 from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. in 
Blanton Hall. The last day for registration 
and schedule changes will be Feb. 2, accord
ing to Dr. Glen E. Kelley, academic dean.

Courses in accounting, art, Bible, religious 
education, biology, business administration, 
chemistry, economics, education, Latin, 
management, marketing, mathematics, 
music, philosophy, physical education, 
physics, political science, psychology, 
secretarial science, sociology, Spanish, and 
speech and drama will be offered.
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Child Care Study

Tennessee Baptists Provide Worthy 
Ministry To Needy-Orphan Children

The Children’s Homes of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention provide a ministry de
signed to care for needy or orphaned 
children who cannot stay in their own 
homes.

As a part of this ministry, the social 
work program is playing an increasing role. 
Social workers work with the family and 
the children at time of intake. They work 
with the children and the families while they 
are in the homes. In other words, they 
serve as the liaison between the home and 
the family. Also, they work with the fam
ily in return of the child to their own home 
when and where possible.

In an interview with Baptist And Re
flector, George Wilson, director of Social 
Work with the homes, pointed out these 
facts which should be of interest to Ten
nessee Baptists.

Wilson noted that the types of programs 
involved include the group care on the 
campus, foster home care for children 
whose needs cannot best be met in a group 
setting, and an adoption program for in
fants and a few older children.

Few Adopted
“Very, very few of the children in the 

homes are adopted. They are usually in the 
care of the Children’s Homes by agreement 
with their parents or by temporary custody 
under court order. For a child to be free for 
adoption, the homes would have to have 
guardianship of the child. For this to take 
place, the child’s parents’ legal rights have 
been terminated by court order,” according 
to Wilson.

He observed that the team approach is 
used in the program of social work in the 
responsibility of helping the child to ad
just happily. The most important person 
is the house parent. “There is a real chal
lenge to middle-aged couples to raise chil
dren, and exercise a real influence. There is 
no greater opportunity for mission work 
than in a children's home.”

Wilson continued by saying “for those 
children who are too young to go into group 
care, foster homes provide the answer. In 
the case of foster home care, the Children’s 
Home pays for the expense of the child. 
This is the ideal for a child if he can use 
a foster home where one-to-one care is 
needed. In group care, there is a competi
tive spirit because of age or temperament.”

Problems Exist
“The best help to the child actually comes 

when the parents are helped,” Wilson said.
There is an attempt to rehabilitate the 

parents so the child can go home. Often it 
is debatable as to how much the child is 
being helped. The child needs to go back 

home, but cannot. In this case, the staff of 
the Children’s Homes just do the best they 
can with the situation.

According to Wilson, the same problems 
exist with these children that are experi
enced in home situations—long hair, short 
skirts, etc. The program of the children’s 
homes is more flexible. It has never been 
more forgiving in terms of giving the child 
a second chance. “The homes have rules, 
but still there is hope that all that is done 
is redemptive, and religious institutions 
can sometimes be more judgmental and 
legalistic than any other type of setting. 
True Christianity has much to offer a child 
in the children’s homes.”

Education-Vacation Provided
Wilson pointed out that the average stay 

for a child in the home is approximately 
three and one-half or four years. Some are 
kept longer. The home will see a child 
through college or trade school if needed. 
In cooperation with the Tennessee Baptist 
colleges, who provide tuition, the home 
pays for the college education of a child. 
One-half of the expense is a gift of the 
home and one-half is a loan from the 
home repayable when the child is employed.

Wilson said that the children do have 
vacation time in the summer. The vacation 
time is usually held to two weeks. “If they 
can stay over two weeks, they could well 
stay all the time, and over two weeks may 
present an adjustment problem in return 
after vacation. For vacations, parents have 
first choice, relatives second, and sponsors 
third choice. A child is not sent out for a 
vacation with a complete stranger. Homes 
where the children go for vacation or 
Christmas are investigated thoroughly. A 
sponsor, mentioned above, may be a church 
or church group. They provide primarily 
clothing for a child as well as meeting other 
needs by providing visits or vacations with 
the child.”

Counseling-Group Care
Counseling in the homes is provided by 

two of the superintendents who are former 
pastors. Social work is a different relation
ship. It is not an administrative or organi
zational responsibility. It is a special rela
tionship which provides in a measure a 
“listening ear” for the special and peculiar 
needs of the child. The needs of the chil
dren vary, and the social worker fits into 
the total program to provide for a particu
lar need not met through other channels. 
A maximum amount of care is provided in 
this area through teamwork.

Wilson also indicated that the group care 
of children has changed. The focus used 
to be to remove the children from the home 

and forget about the parents. Years ago 
parents were even discouraged from visit
ing. Today the focus is more on rehabilita
tion of the home so the children can return. 
In the past a child was removed from so
ciety when placed in a children’s home. 
Today an attempt is made to keep the chil
dren in the community through the care of 
community facilities such as the church 
and school.

The children served by the homes today 
are different than those of former years, 
according to Wilson. “More and more chil
dren are served who have some adjustment 
problems, schools problems or difficulty in 
getting along with their own parents,” he 
said.

He also pointed out that the children are 
more difficult to care for. The expenses 
are greater in that use is made of more 
community resources such as mental health 
clinics and special education facilities.

The new cottages at the various homes 
allow the staff to provide better care for the 
children. Now families of children, includ
ing brothers and sisters, are kept together. 
This also allows for more individual atten
tion.

Former Agent Says Army Placed 
Churchmen Under Surveillance

CHICAGO—Two clergymen noted for 
civil rights work have been the subjects 
of Army intelligence surveillance, a former 
Army agent testified here.

John M. O’Brien said in federal district 
court that the Rev. Ralph Abernathy, head 
of the Southern Christian Leadership Con
ference, and Father James E. Groppi, Mil
waukee civil rights leader, had been watched 
by Army Intelligence.

O’Brien, on the witness stand for the 
second day of a hearing on a motion to 
force the Army to halt surveillance of 
civilians, had been an investigator for the 
113th Military Intelligence Group. (RNS)

"suRe, I TAlNK TAE CiTV-wiDE CRUSADf 
IS A GOOD IDEA ■ N'ALL GO AHEAD."
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EDITORIALS

More Time For Convention Business?

Considerable comment and several letters upon the 
subject, as well as editorial comment in some other state 
Baptist papers, are the occasion for this editorial.

The recent session of the Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion provided, if memory serves correctly, for three mis
cellaneous business sessions each of ten minutes’ duration. 
In each instance, at the business session, additional time 
was required. There is no quarrel with any committee 
on order of business. The committee for last year as well 
as the committees throughout the years have done ex
cellent jobs in preparing programs and making provision 
for all necessary items to be included in the program.

Again, we recognize that there is difficulty in extended 
business sessions. However, as long as we have a congre
gational form of church government and as long as we 
have a democratic form of conduct in our convention 
sessions, or in our convention organization, then just that 
long will it be necessary, and proper, for messengers to 
the convention to discuss freely and, if necessary, exten
sively business matters of the convention at this annual 
meeting.

The Executive Board of the convention does all within 
its power to provide for a smooth operation of the many 
facets of our ministries. Still in all, the Executive Board 
is a child of the convention and acts for the convention 
between annual sessions. Final responsibility, therefore, 
rests with the convention as a body. This means that we 
might need additional consideration of time for more or 
longer business sessions at future conventions. To us, it 
would be easier to allow for more time and not use it than 
to provide a minimum time creating the necessity for ex
tensions and program readjustments.

Evangelism Conference

Next week (January 18-19) provides opportunity for 
an evangelistic witness as well as an evangelistic emphasis.

The 25th annual Conference is scheduled to be held at 
the First Baptist Church in Nashville. These occasions 
provide opportunity for pastors and laymen to hear some 
“good preaching” and, hopefully, to return home with 

renewed concern for this paramount emphasis in Baptist 
life.

Evangelism Secretary F. M. Dowell is a capable leader, 
and has prepared well for this program. It is not a bit 
too early to pray for those who shall preach to us that 
under the leadership of the Holy Spirit we might be re
newed spiritually.

And, we repeat—this also will be a fine time for an 
evangelistic witness by Tennessee pastors to all those with 
whom they come in contact—waitresses, busboys, and fel
low ministers.

The annual Evangelism conference is the largest single 
meeting in our state convention life, and in our judgment, 
second only to the annual sessions of the state convention.

We hope that we may come prayerfully, and depart 
joyfully.

THERE CAN BE MORE TO IT THAN NOISE
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First Nashville, To Host 
25th Evangelistic Conference

Approximately 2500 persons are expected 
to attend the 25th State Evangelistic Confer
ence, an annual meeting which draws the 
largest attendance of any meeting in the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention.

This year’s conference, following the 
theme, “Living the Spirit of Christ in Open
ness and Freedom,” will be held Jan. 18-19 
at First church, Nashville, and is sponsored 
by the Evangelism department, Tennessee 
Baptist Convention, F. M. Dowell, secretary.

Dowell Criswell

Spears Jones

Palmer Green
According to Dowell’s office, the purpose 

of the conference is to inspire and challenge 
those attending to give of themselves in a 
greater way to the main task of the church 
—soul-winning.

B. Gray Allison, Southern Baptist evan
gelist from Ruston, La., will lead each ses
sion in a period of Bible Study except on 
Tuesday evening which has been designated 
“Layman’s Night.”

Other speakers include: Paul Meigs, secre
tary, Evangelism department, Florida Bap
tist Convention; W. Fred Kendall, executive 
secretary-treasurer, Tennessee Baptist Con
vention; Roy J. Gilleland, secretary, Broth
erhood department, Tennessee Baptist 

Convention; Leo Green, professor at South
eastern Baptist Theological seminary, Wake 
Forest, N.C.; W. A. Criswell, pastor, First 
Baptist church, Dallas, Texas; Ray Mabey, 
pastor, Dickerson Road church, Nashville; 
W. E. Spears, pastor, First church, Chat
tanooga; and William D. Hazelwood, Baptist 
Student Union director, Lincoln Memorial 
university and State Missions representative, 
Harrogate.

W. R. Brown, of Memphis, Dr. John 
McKenzie, of Athens, St. George Jones, 
of Rockwood, and James Nugent, of Brent
wood, all laymen, will also appear on the 
program. Nugent is currently serving as 
State Brotherhood president.

Other Tennessee pastors to speak are Bill 
Powell, First church, Monterey, and Wil
liam L. Palmer, First church, Morristown.

Youth Evangelism Meet 
To Attract 10,000

Approximately 10,000 persons are ex
pected to attend the second Youth Confer
ence on Evangelism, to be held Jan. 29-30 in 
Nashville. The Friday evening and Saturday 
afternoon sessions will be held in Vander
bilt university Memorial gymnasium.

Other sessions of the conference will be 
group conferences held for the purpose of 
instructing as to how to be a better personal 
soul-winner. These conferences will be held 
on Saturday morning in the following places: 
First Baptist church, Belmont Heights Bap
tist church, Belmont college gymnasium and 
Belmont college auditorium.

Program personalities will include: Bill 
Glass, full-time evangelist, formerly with 
the Cleveland Browns professional football 
team; Arthur Blessitt, minister of Sunset 
Strip, Hollywood, Calif.; Myrtle Hall, a 
student at King’s college, New York; who 
sings in Billy Graham’s crusades as well as 
on television; and Kenneth Chafin, director 
of the Division of Evangelism, Home Mis
sion Board of the Southern Baptist Conven
tion, Atlanta, Ga.

The purpose of the conference, sponsored 
by the Evangelism department, Tennessee 
Baptist Convention, F. M. Dowell, secre
tary, is to inspire, challenge and train the 
young people to be personal witnesses in 
their home, church and community, accord
ing to Dowell.

Fourteen young people from Southern 
Baptist Theological seminary, Louisville, 
Ky., will lead conferences on Saturday 
morning and are as follows: Barry St. Clair; 
Carol St. Clair; Bill Gardner; Pam Gardner; 
Bruce Myrick; Ron Bradley; Charlotte War
wick Charlie Covington; Henry Gentry; 
Robert Sellers; Rick Bard; Mona Bard; 
Hank Dunn; and Susie Dunn,

Tennesseans Receive
Degrees at Southern

Fourteen Tennesseans received degrees 
during commencement exercises at South
ern Baptist Theological seminary on Dec. 
18, 1970.

C. Welton Gaddy, of Paris, received the 
doctor of theology degree.

Tennesseans awarded the master of divin
ity degree are: Jerry Barker, Pinson; Dennis 
G. Hamm, Jr., Elizabethton; Ray Jones, Jr., 
Knoxville; Robert Donald Mantooth, Oak 
Ridge; Bill W. Pearce, Memphis, and Terry 
Allen, Chattanooga.

Also included were: Jere Haynes Plunk, 
Tullahoma; Richard W. Poe, Oak Ridge; 
Joe Paul Pruett, Milan; Dean Smith, Hamp
ton; Lon D. Shoopman, Jr., Knoxville; Jim 
Carter Thomas, Knoxville; and Claude Gil
bert Tucker, Alamo.

Library In Israel Memorializes 
Missionary Couple's Late Son

ASHKELON, Israel—A library has been 
dedicated in an Israeli village in memory 
of Bron Baker, son of veteran Southern 
Baptist missionaries Dwight L. and Emma 
Baker of Haifa.

Young Baker died from injuries suffered 
in an automobile accident in Missouri on 
Dec. 30, 1969. At the time the 22-year-old 
Baker was a senior in pre-medical studies at 
William Jewell College, Liberty, Mo.

Baptists, Catholics and Muslims attended 
the dedication service in Kababir, a village 
of about 2000 Muslims, Catholics, Jews and 
others located on the slopes of Mount Car
mel.

Before he left Israel for study in the 
United States, Bron Baker had been a mem
ber of the visitation committee of the Haifa 
Baptist congregation and had regularly 
visited in homes in Kababir. (BP)

Church In Malaysia Built 
With Lottie Moon Dollars

The first Baptist church building in the 
southern coastal area of Sabah, Malaysia, 
was dedicated in Tawau on Dec. 25, 1970. 
The building was made possible by $40,000 
from the 1969 Lottie Moon Christmas Of
fering and $10,000 from members of the 
church, reported Southern Baptist mission
ary Charles H. Morris.

The Tawau Baptist church was organized 
Dec. 25, 1968, with 94 charter members. 
Since then the church has started seven 
preaching points, using five major languages 
among 14 ethnic groups, Morris said. One 
hundred seventy-two persons have been bap
tized and 94 others have joined the church 
since its organization.

The two-day program will also include 
groups of young people from Nashville, 
Memphis, Knoxville, Jackson, and Chat
tanooga, who will sing, as well as testi
monies from athletes.
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Old Church Buildings Never Die; 
Some Become Homes, Nightclubs

NEW YORK—Church buildings vacated 
by their congregations are sometimes sold 
and converted into nightclubs, theaters, 
communes, and even private homes, says 
the “Wall Street Journal.”

Barry Newman, a “Journal” reporter, also 
found that church furnishings bring a good 
price on the salvage market. One wrecking 
company gets as much as $200 for a pew 
while stained glass is in demand for bath
rooms.

The availability of churches on the real 
estate market is attributed to the decline of 
the innercity church. Congregations like 
Calvary Baptist in New Haven, Conn., find 
their members have moved to the suburbs, 
leaving a large building empty. Yale uni
versity turned the church into a theater, 
and the money derived from the sale al
lowed the congregation to build a smaller 
church elsewhere.

A discotheque on Manhattan’s West Side 
used to be a church. Now it’s known as the 
“Club Sanctuary” and is decorated with 
murals and statues celebrating the devil.

Radio station WBAI in New York re
cently bought a church building, replaced 
the chancel with a broadcasting studio, and 
converted the nave into a “free music store.”

A writer for “Time” magazine, says the 
“Journal” bought a church in Stonington, 
Conn., and turned it into a private home.

Good acoustics and auditorium-like con
struction make church buildings readily 
adaptable as theaters. A former Albanian 
Orthodox Church in New York is now a 
theater.

The “Wall Street Journal” also reports 
that church buildings have become ware
houses, supermarkets, gas stations, television 
repair stores, and recreation centers. The 
Church of England plans to sell 700 church 
buildings, the “Journal” says, despite crit

icism that the old Anglican buildings might 
be carried off stone by stone by “trans- 
Atlantic souvenir hunters.”

Some U.S. churchmen have been sympa
thetic to the disposal of church properties, 
suggesting that the money earned could be 
put to “spiritual” uses.

SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION 
APPLICATION FOR HOTEL OR MOTEL RESERVATIONS

St. Louis, Missouri — June 1-3, 1971 X
Please fill out form completely and mail to:

SBC Housing Bureau • 911 Locust Street, Room 401 • St. Louis, Missouri 63101
ALL RESERVATIONS MUST BE CLEARED THROUGH THE SBC HOUSING 

BUREAU. Each request must give definite date and approximate hour of arrival, and 
include names and addresses of all persons who will occupy the rooms requested. If it 
should become necessary to cancel a reservation, please notify the SBC Housing Bureau 
promptly. At least four choices of hotels or motels are desirable. Reservations will be 
filled in order of date of receipt. Processing of reservations to begin December 1, 1970.

If accommodations at the hotel/motel of your choice are not available, the Housing 
Bureau will make a reservation elsewhere as near your request as possible, and you will 
receive confirmation direct from the hotel/motel.

NO MINIMUM RATES can be guaranteed when your reservation is confirmed, as 
this is governed by prior checkouts and availability of such rooms on the date of your 
arrival.

HOTEL OR MOTEL PREFERENCES
1st Choice_____________________________________——

2nd Choice---------------------------------------------------------------------

3rd Choice ---------------------------------------------------- ----------------
S'

4th Choice __________ ______________________________

ARRIVAL DATE  at----------- 

Model of Travel Automobile q

The Rev. David Barr, an Episcopal priest 
affiliated with the Esalen Institute in San 
Francisco, believes that old church build
ings would be good places for “growth 
centers” or “encounter groups.”

Everyone isn’t happy with the new uses 
of church buildings, the “Journal” reports. 
Shortly before the Yale repertory group 
was to begin a performance in the converted 
church, someone painted a four-foot high 
crucifix and 63 crosses around the theater. 
(RNS)

TYPE ROOM AND RATE DESIRED
Single ______________________________________________

Double Bedroom____________________________________

Twin Bedroom _____________________________________

Parlor, Bedroom Suite ______________________________  
A.M. 
_P. M. DEPARTURE DATE______________________________

Plane [j Bus q Other q

N. Y. Sunday Law: The Fines Become 
Another Cost Of Doing Business

NEW YORK—It’s against the law to 
sell “unnecessary” items in New York City 
on Sundays. Merchants in busy Times 
Square, which seems to know no sabbath, 
ignore the law and calmly pay the fines im
posed upon them.

One merchant, who reports receiving two 
summons every Sunday—one from each 
shift of police—says, “When I reach the 
10 (violations) mark, I send the kid down to 
pay them.”

Businessmen claim they need Sunday 
business to survive and that sabbath laws 
are outdated. The laws are generally con
fusing, including inn the “necessary” cate
gory such varied things as foods, beer, 
drugs, newspapers, flowers, gasoline, ceme
tery monuments and souvenirs. (RNS)

NAMES OF ALL OCCUPANTS:
(Please bracket those sharing room)

ADDRESSES:

Mail Confirmation To: Name:- - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Address: - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
City:_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
State: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS
Southern Baptist Convention . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . June 1-3
Woman’s Missionary Union. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 31
Pastors’ Conference . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 31
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Hotel/Motel Rates • Southern Baptist Convention • St. Louis, Missouri, June 1-3,1971

(2) 
(17) 
(24) 
(22) 
(25) 
(U) 
(27) 
(28) 
(26) 
(21) 
(7) 

(18) 
(20) 
(33) 
(12) 
(15) 
(37) 
(20) 
(30) 
(31) 
(6) 
(3) 
(4) 

(39) 
(23) 
(38) 
(32) 
(44) 
(43) 
(41) 
(5) 

(13) 
(8) 
(1) 

(34)
(9) 
(42) 
(10) 
(16)

HOTEL
Bel Air East......................  
Bel Air West ..................  
Breckenridge Motor Lodge 
Chase-Park Plaza ............... 
Cheshire Lodge ................  
Claridge ................. 
Clayton Inn .......................  
Clayton-Ramada Inn ........  
Colony .................................  
Diplomat .............................  
Downtowner ....................... 
Forest Park ....................... 
George Washington ........  
Hilton Inn .........................
Holiday 
Holiday 
Holiday 
Holiday 
Howard

Inn 
Inn 
Inn 
Inn

Downtown 
Midtown . 
North ... 
South ...

Johnsons South
King Brothers ...............
Lennox ........................... 
Mark Twain ..................  
Mayfair Hotel ............
Parkway House Airport
Quality Midtown ..........
Quality Airport ..........
Ramada Inn Airport .... 
Ramada Inn Downtown 
Rodeway Inn Airport . 
Rodeway Inn Downtown 
St. Louis Gateway ... 
St. Louis Travelodge . 
Sheraton-Jefferson ... 
Stouffers Riverfront Inn
Sheraton 
Warwick 
Windsor 
YMCA . 
YWCA .

Motor Inn

SINGLES
$17.00

17.00
14.00
16.00-28.00
22.00

9.00
19.00-24.00
13.00
22.00
14.00
15.00
13.00
7.00-8.00

19.00
15.00
14.50
11.50
11.50
11.50
12.00
12.00-14.00
9.00-11.00

13.00
16.00
12.50-16.50
10.50-14.00
19.50
15.00-17.00
14.50
18.00
11.00-14.00
14.00
16.00-20.00
19.00
13.00
7.00-11.00

10.75-up
4.00-6.75

DOUBLES
$23.00
23.00
19.00
22.00-36.00
28.00
15.00
24.00-29.00
17.00
26.00
18.00
20.00

10.50-up

18.00
17.50
16.50
15.00
15.50
16.50 
13.00-15.00
15.00
15.00-16.50
21.00
15.50-16.50
14.50-20.00
19.50-22.50
18.00-21.00
18.50
23.00 
15.00-18.00
17.00
21.00-25.00
23.00
16.00

9.00-15.00
13.75-up

2.50 (subject to change)

TWINS SUITES
$23.00 $45.00

23.00 45.00
25.00 39.00
24.00-38.00 42.00-175.00-up
— —

15.00 25.00
24.00-29.00 44.00-100.00
19.00 —
26.00 35.00-up
22.00 30.00
22.00 40.00-50.00
18.00-24.00 ——
11.50-up 14.00-16.50
24.00 —
19.50 —
19.00 38.50
16.50 ——
16.50 28.50
16.00 —-
17.50 21.00
15.00-17.00 25.00-up
17.00 35.00-40.00
16.00-18.00 28.00-35.00

(all rooms suites)
18.50-19.50 20.50-30.50
16.00-20.00 —
22.50-25.50 —
21.00-24.00 —
18.50 25.00-40.00
24.00 46.00-up
18.00-22.00 45.00-60.00
19.00 ——
21.00-25.00 34.00-up
23.00 60.00-100.00
18.00 30.00
11.00-16.00 20.00
15.75-up 18.75-up

**These facilities could not be reached for rate quotation—rates shown are current.

The following have committed rooms but are not shown on the map. Have given their approximate location in the 
event you wish to add them.

Fairmont Hotel .................................................................$12.00 $16.00 $18.00 —
(located across street from No. 22 Chase-Park Plaza)

Holiday Inn East St. Louis ..............................................$11.00 $14.50 $16.00 $27.50
(located five minutes from downtown St. Louis, in East St. Louis, Illinois)

Tennesseans To Lead 
In Bible Conference

NASHVILLE—Seventeen Baptists from 
Tennessee will participate in the Nationwide 
Bible Conference in Dallas, March 15-18.

More than 15,000 Southern Baptist pas
tors, Sunday School teachers and church 
leaders are expected to participate in the 
conference at Dallas Memorial Auditorium. 
Emphasis will be placed on intensive Bible 
study through 45 study groups and the 
preaching of noted biblical scholars.

Among the almost 100 conference leaders 
and speakers will be W. A. Criswell, pastor 
of First Baptist Church, Dallas; Dale 
Moody, professor of theology at Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville; 
Evangelist Billy Graham; Culbert Rutenber, 
professor of the American Baptist Seminary 
of the West, Covina, Calif.; and George 
Beasley-Murray, principle of Spurgeon’s 
college, London, England.

Using the theme “Christian Hope in a 
Time of Crisis,” the conference is planned 
to discover the relevance of the Bible to 
life today through Bible exposition and in
terpretation and the application of the Bible 
truths to contemporary problems.

Registration is being conducted by the 
Sunday School department of the Southern 
Baptist Sunday School Board, cosponsors of 
the event with the Baptist General Conven
tion of Texas and the Dallas Baptist Associ
ation.

Leaders include: Charles A. Trentham, 
pastor of First Baptist Church, Knoxville; 
Fred M. Wood, pastor of Eudora Baptist 
Church, Memphis; R. Paul Caudill, pastor 
of First Baptist Church, Memphis; Gaye L. 
McGlothlen. pastor of Immanuel Baptist 
Church, Nashville; Harry N. Hollis Jr.. W. 
L. Howse III, Foy Valentine and Elmer S. 
West, all of the Christian Life Commission. 
Nashville; Clifton J. Allen, retired editorial 
secretary of the Southern Baptist Sunday 
School Board, Nashville; James V. Lackey, 
executive director-treasurer of the Steward
ship Commission of the Southern Baptist 
Convention; Albert McClellan, program 
planning secretary of the executive commit
tee, SBC; Howard Colson, Doyle Baird. B. 
A. Clendinning, William Reynolds, and Wil
liam Fallis, all of the Sunday School Board.
Wales TV Shows Immersion

A new television series in Wales, Great 
Britain, gave thousands of viewers their first 
glimpse of baptism by immersion. Three 
young women were baptized by a Baptist 
minister, W. H. Rowlands.

An Anglican viewer commented after
ward, “The baptism on profession of faith 
was beautiful to look upon and rich in 
significance.” (EBPS)

MILLIONAIRES—Incomes of 1 million 
dollars or more were reported by 1122 
individuals and married couples on tax re
turns filed on 1968 income. This total is 
up 34 per cent from the preceding year and 
more than 300 per cent from I960.
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Tennessee News Briefs
McLean church, Memphis, has ordained 

William Coke Viser into the gospel ministry. 
Herbert C. Gabhart, president of Belmont 
college, Nashville, and a former pastor at 
McLean, brought the ordination sermon. 
Viser is a student at Southwestern Baptist. 
Theological seminary, Fort Worth, Tex. 
Lloyd O. Barker is pastor at McLean.

Apison church, Hamilton County asso
ciation, held dedication services for their 
new $25,000 building recently. J. V. James, 
associational superintendent of missions, was 
guest speaker. W. C. Tuten is pastor.

Grandview church, Nashville, has or
dained Thomas Bolden, Jeffrey Gordon, 
and Bob Hodge as deacons. Ted J. Ingram 
is pastor.

Ooltewah church, Ooltewah, held a note
burning service for a building debt of $87,- 
000. Burl MlcMillan is pastor.

L. B. Crantford, of Chattanooga, retired 
Baptist minister, celebrated his 63rd year 
in the ministry recently.

Clear Branch church, Holston association, 
gave pastor Bernard L. Bryant a 10-day 
tour of the Holy Land with E. J. Daniels.

First church, Bluff City, has been provid
ed choir robes through the “Betty Smith 
Memorial Fund,” fulfilling the wish of the 
late Mrs. Jack Smith.

Scottsboro church, Nashville association, 
had a note-burning service recently. The 
church has voted to send pastor Roger 
Hobbs and Mrs. Hobbs to the Holy Land.

North Johnson City church, Holston as
sociation, ordained Bill Harrington and Ross 
Proffitt, Jr. as deacons recently. Wiley Rut
ledge is pastor.

Dewey Kerr, pastor, Calvary church, 
Bristol, was elected president of the Pastors’ 
Conference of Holston association during 
the group’s December, 1970 meeting. Others 
elected are Samuel Dean, pastor, First 
church, Jonesboro, vice president and pro
gram chairman, Wiley Rutledge, pastor, 
North Johnson City church, Johnson City, 
song leader, and James Austin, pastor, 
Calvary church, Kingsport, pianist.

McCalla Avenue church, Knoxville, held 
dedication services on Sunday, Jan. 10, for 
their debt-free buildings. E. Warren Rust, 
pastor of Tower Grove Baptist church, St. 
Louis, Mo., was the dedicatory speaker. 
Rust served as pastor of McCalla Avenue 
when the present sanctuary was built. John 
J. Buell now serves as pastor.

First church, Decherd, has received the 
final payment on their church debt.

Cumberland Chapel, Duck River associ
ation, has organized a “Teen Club” with a 
full slate of officers.

First church, Smyrna, Harry Kellogg, Jr., 
pastor, reports a good growth during the 
past year in spite of the closing of Sewart 
Air Force Base in that city. Kellogg reports 
that there have been 200 additions during 
the year.

First church, Maryville, is celebrating its 
Centennial. On Jan. 24 the church choir 
will present an anthem from each 10-15 
years during the years 1871-1971. The pro
gram is designed to illustrate changes in 
musical style during the 100-year history 
of First church. J. William Harbin is pastor. 
Don Brakebill serves as minister of music.

Robert Hale and Dean Wilder were pre
sented in Sacred Concert at Belmont Heights 
church, Nashville, Sunday, Jan. 10. Robert 
Norman is pastor.

Dr. Constantine Potanin, director of the 
new cardio-pulmonary unit at Baptist Hos
pital, Inc., Nashville, received national 
recognition when he presented a scientific 
paper at the annual American Heart As
sociation meeting in Atlantic City, N.J.

Bellevue Gives TV Equipment 
To Baptist Studio in Taipei

The membership of Bellevue Baptist 
church in Memphis has voted to give 
some of its used black and white tele
vision equipment to the new Baptist 
TV studio in Taipei, Taiwan.

The gift consists of two complete 
RCA TK-31 cameras and some aux
iliary equipment, according to James 
D. Belote, secretary for East Asia for 
the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board.

Bellevue’s pastor, Ramsey Pollard, 
informed the board of the congrega
tion’s decision. Pollard, who estimated 
the value of the equipment at $20,000, 
said it is in excellent condition and can 
be put into immediate use in Taipei.

The donation was made on recom
mendation of the church’s deacons and 
was approved by vote of the congre
gation. Bellevue is switching to color 
equipment.
CENSUS HIGHLIGHTS—The esti

mated 1970 population of 204.5 million 
reflects an increase of 24.5 million since 
1960, compared to a gain of 28.3 million 
during the 50’s. Growth during the 60’s was 
about 13.6%, the slowest rate for any 
decade since the depression years of the 
30’s.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES
Glendale church, Nashville, has called 

John Rodgers as minister of music. He 
served formerly First church, Franklin, in 
a similar position.

John Sevier church, Knoxville, has called 
Ronald E. Pressley as director of music 
and youth. Fred O. Ponton is pastor.

Immanuel church, Elizabethton, has 
called James Lindsay as pastor. He was 
pastor of Everett Hills church, Maryville.

Kelver Mullins has resigned as pastor of 
Bethel church, Johnson City.

Mount Zion church, Holston association, 
has called Horace Bingham as pastor. He 
comes to Mount Zion from Cherry Grove 
church, same association, where he served 
as pastor.

Westwood church, Duck River associ
ation, has called George McGIothin as pas
tor. He comes to Westwood from 
McMinnville.

First church, Tracy City, has called Hoyt 
Vassar as pastor. Vassar formerly was at 
the Baptist Center in Chattanooga.

Southside church, Duck River association, 
has called Neal Foster as pastor.

Beaver Dam church, Knoxville, has called
Don Mantooth as associate pastor. A native 
of Oak Ridge, Mantooth is a graduate of

Mantooth

Cumberland college, Wil
liamsburg, Ky., and 
Southern Baptist The
ological seminary, Louis
ville, Ky., with the 
master of divinity degree. 
Mantooth served former
ly as pastor of the Pigeon 
Fork church, Shelby 
County, Ky., for three 
years. He is a past presi
dent of the Kentucky
Baptist Student Union 
and served as a student 

missionary in Israel. Mrs. Mantooth is the 
former Suzanne Fitts of Pineville, Ky. They 
have one daughter, age two. Jerry Hayner 
is pastor at Beaver Dam.

Race Relations
Sunday, Feb. 14

Race Relations Sunday, promoted by the 
Christian Life Commission and the Home 
Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Con
vention, will be observed on Feb. 14. In 
1970 approximately 7500 Southern Baptist 
churches observed this day.

The Christian Life Commission and the 
Home Mission Board are providing a packet 
of materials for churches across the con
vention to aid them in this observance.
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U.S. District Court Halts 
Guaranty Bond From Sales

Guaranty Bond and Securities Corp., of 
Nashville, H. Jeremiah Huey, Jr., president, 
and Brooks T. Huey, secretary-treasurer, has 
been enjoined from further operations in
volving the sale of church bonds until final 
disposition of charges of fraud filed against 
it by the Securities and Exchange Commis
sion. The company was enjoined on 
Wednesday, Jan. 6, by U.S. District Judge L. 
Clure Morton from continued operation in 
violations of Securities and Exchange Com
mission regulations.

Guaranty Bond and Securities Corp, is 
one of the largest underwriters of church 
bonds in the country.

The SEC had charged, among other viola
tions, that Guaranty was underwriting 
$14,000,000 worth of church bonds with a 
net capital of $5000. SEC computes its re
quired net capital in this case at $2,500,000.

President Huey said of the ruling: “This 
injunction is temporary and we’re working 
on it. We’ve shut our doors, but I don’t 
believe I really ought to say any more.” 
Huey testified that he had tried to operate 
his firm within SEC regulations. He said 
he was not aware that Guaranty books were 
not in compliance with the SEC until he was 
told the results of an investigation by Walter 
C. Johnson, special Agent of the SEC.

Additional Capital
Johnson made his last audit of the Guar

anty Books on Nov. 30, reporting to the 
SEC that Guaranty’s unsecured liabilities 
were $272,270, which required on-hand 
capital of $13,610. Johnson testified that 
Guaranty was over-extended at the time 
of this audit as it had been during his in
vestigations in May and September. He 
said that as of Nov. 30, the total net capital 
of the corporation was minus $2,354,967.91.

Johnson told the court that in order for 
Guaranty to operate under SEC regulations, 
it needs additional capital of $2,368,578.42. 
He also indicated that the books of Guaran
ty did not indicate the true assets and liabili
ties of the company during any of the three 
investigations.

Guaranty president Huey, in testimony, 
revealed that he promised to sell all bonds 
issued by a church in a bond sale drive. 
Those bonds a church could not sell to its 
membership and friends of the membership, 
the company promised to take back and 
sell waiting customers on the open securities 
market.

However, SEC proof revealed that Guar
anty purchased many of the unsold bonds 
with money gained from a bond sale at a 
second church, while left-over bonds from 
the second church were purchased with 
money obtained from the bond sale at the 
first church.

Believed Sound Practice
Huey said he thought this to be a sound 

practice, having been in the business for 20 
years.

After a full day of hearings on Tuesday, 
Jan. 5, Judge Morton stated that Guaranty 
had “violated every count” of the seven
count civil complaint filed by the SEC.

Officials of the SEC estimated that Huey’s 
firm presently backs bond issues totaling 
$15,000,000.

As of Monday morning, Jan. 4, SEC wit
nesses stated that Guaranty still was not 
disclosing to its customers the amount of 
its commissions on bond sales, one of the 
key violations cited by the SEC.

Frank S. King, attorney for the bond com
pany, told the court that Guaranty would 
go out of business if required to post the net 
capital as computed by the SEC. The prin
cipal defenses of the defendants were that 
they were not vicious persons and that the 
security investigators for the SEC should . 
have furnished more help to the defendants 
in their attempt to comply with the law

Personally
By James A. Lester

Lester

Benjamin Franklin was a unique and in
teresting man. When Mrs. Franklin kept 
saying “come on, Ben, light a fire”—he ap

parently got tired, and 
invented the Franklin i 
stove! Tired of losing < 
books on loan, he started 
a public lending library. 
When he became a man,, 
and kite flying was more 
difficult to explain, he 
called it an experiment,1 
and discovered the prin
ciple of pulling electricity 
from the atmosphere.

Difficulty in finding 
the right glasses for the

right reading use led to his development of 
bifocals. Tired, apparently, of being part 
of a bucket brigade, he led in the establish
ment of a fire department for Philadelphia.

The above, in a more or less jocular vein, 
is not intended to detract one iota from the 
greatness of a man whom I admire very 
much for his contributions in many fields.

Franklin—to get the point of this column 
—was a religious man, though not identified 
as a “ruling elder” of a given congregation. 
He had occasion, apparently more than once, 
to hear the great George Whitefield preach 
as Whitefield traveled about New England 
preaching and raising money for his orphan 
house in Savannah, Georgia.

The elequence of Whitefield’s preaching is 
illustrated well in Franklin’s autobiography, 
and Franklin was much impressed with his 
powers of persuasion.

and regulations.
As a result of the injunction, building pro

grams of some 78 churches in the Southeast 
are in doubt. It is not known if any church
es in Tennessee are in doubt.

SEC officials indicated that the injunction 
may result in the loss of church buildings 
now in progress if the church cannot raise 
the cash in time to pay its contractors.

Time To Liquidate Bonds
Guaranty had 30 days’ notice to liquidate 

necessary bonds. Under their agreements 
with Guaranty, the bond broker-dealer ad
vanced the cash to the builder at each phase, 
from land acquisition through completion. 
The bonds, of course, represent legal obliga - 
tions of the churches and must be repaid by 
them, regardless of whether or not the 
building is built.

Guaranty Bond and Securities Corp, was 
organized in the early 1950s by the late Ed
win E. Huey and his brothers, H. J. and 
Brooks Huey, presently located at 2312 
West End Ave., Nashville. H. J. Huey also 
operates an insurance business, Huey & 
Huey, and a construction business, Cum
berland Industries, all from the West End 
address.

He took note how Whitefield’s hearers 
“admired and respected him, notwithstand
ing his common abuse of them, by assuring 
them they were naturally half beasts and 
half devils.” “It was wonderful,” Franklin 
noted, “to see the change soon made in the 
manners of our inhabitants. From being 
thoughtless or indifferent about religion, it 
seemed as if all the world were growing 
religious, so that one could not walk through 
the town in an evening without hearing 
psalms sung in different families of even 
street.”

On one occasion, Franklin heard White- 
field, and determined that the preacher 
would take a collection for the orphan 
house. Franklin was opposed to the offer
ing because he had earlier asked the min
ister to build the orphan house in 
Philadelphia rather than collect money in 
the northeast and then transport materials 
all the way to Savannah.

So the stage was set for the occasion 
of the sermon and the collection. Franklin 
had determined not to give. Whitefield 
preached. In Benjamin’s own words the fol
lowing happened: ... “I silently resolved 
that he should get nothing from me. I had 
in my pocket a handful of copper money, 
three or four silver dollars, and five pistoles 
in gold. As he proceeded, I began to soften 
and concluded to give the copper. Another 
stroke of oratory made me ashamed of 
that and determined me to give the silver: 
and he finished so admirably that I emptied 
my pocket wholly into the collector's 
dish, gold and all.” (Franklin’s Autobiog
raphy, p. 104-105, New York, The Mac
Millan Co., 1911.)

All of which is to conclude that more 
Whitefield-type preaching just might loosen 
up more Franklin-type pocketbooks!
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SBC President Given Room Key 
Of Hotel Where He Found Christ

Sunday School

Preschool Conference 
Set For Feb. 12-13

NEW ORLEANS—The president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention returned to the 
spot where he made a dramatic decision 
36 years ago to accept Christ, and received 
a plaque, a memento of the occasion.

In 1934, Carl E. Bate,s, just out of high 
school in Liberty, Miss., came to New Or
leans seeking his fortune. During that post 
depression era, he was unable to find a job.

Hungry and depressed, he went to the 
back entrance of the old DeSoto hotel on 
Baronne Street asking for any kind of work 
they might offer.

He got a job washing dishes, providing 
his room and board. Later on, he worked 
in the hotel’s print shop, served as a bell
hop and a night clerk.

In deep spiritual need—even to the point 
of considering suicide as the only way 
out—Bates began to read a Gideon Bible 
one night in his hotel room. He fell on his 
knees in prayer, and committed his life to 
God. He went back home, made his full 
commitment to Christ and accepted a call 
to the ministry.

Today Bates, 56, is president of the na
tion’s largest Evangelical denomination, 
and is pastor of the First Baptist church of 
Charlotte, N.C.

During a recent visit to New Orleans 
to speak at the annual Brotherhood mis
sions dinner at First Baptist church here, 
Bates was surprised by the presentation of 
a wall plaque displaying unique mementos 
of his experience 34 years earlier.

J. D. Grey, pastor of the church and 
himself a former president of the Southern

Minnesota Poll: Churches Not 'Out Of 
Date/ But Religion's Influence Isn't 
Increasing

MINNEAPOLIS—Two-thirds of Minne
sota’s adults reject the notion that religion 
cannot answer today’s problem because it 
is “largely old-fashioned and out of date.”

But a majority (58 per cent) disagree 
with a statement that religion as a whole is 
“increasing its influence on American life.”

These findings were reported by the 
Minneapolis Tribune’s Minnesota Poll fol
lowing a survey of a cross-section of 600 
representative Minnesotans.

Seventy-four per cent of those polled 
agreed that “churches should do more to 
help the poor.”

Fifty-two percent said they felt “churches 
should stick to religion and not concern 
themselves with social, economic and po
litical questions.” Thirty-eight per cent dis
agreed and 10 were neutral or had no 
opinion on the issue.

Most (69 per cent) held that what a man 
personally believes about God is the im
portant thing—whether that belief is the re
sult of church teaching or not. (RNS)

Baptist Convention, made the presentation.
The plaque, made from a piece of the 

wooden door from Room 244 of the De
Soto hotel where Bates made his dramatic 
decision, featured the brass numerals, “244,” 
and the key to the room, which had been 
gold-plated along with its identification tag.

An inscription on the plaque read: “Pre
sented to Dr. Carl E. Bates, president, 
Southern Baptist Convention, by First Bap
tist church, New Orleans, Dr. J. D. Grey, 
pastor, Dec. 15, 1970. From the door to 
the room in the DeSoto hotel where Dr. 
Bates found the Lord, Aug. 28, 1934.”

Grey explained that the DeSoto hotel is 
presently undergoing complete renovation 
and will be reopened as a $5 million luxury 
hotel to be renamed LePavillon.

The associate pastor of the church, 
Ernest R. Wells, contacted the building 
superintendent in charge of the work at the 
building, and was able to obtain the door 
to the room, the key, and the numerals. A 
deacon in the church, Thomas E. Smith, 
made the plaque from the wooden door.

Grey, in making the presentation, said 
that the plaque served not only as an ex
pression of appreciation “to our great Bap
tist leader, but as a tribute to the saving 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (BP)

First Divorce Granted In Italy
MODENA, Italy—Italy’s first divorce in 

modern history was granted here, under 
terms of new divorce legislation that be
came effective Dec. 18.

Judge Aurelio Galasso of Modena 
granted the divorce to Alfredo Cappi, 28, 
and Giorgia Luisa Benassi, 25, on grounds 
of separation for five years or more. (RNS)

Israelis Uncover Physical Evidence
Of Crucifixion In Biblical Times

JERUSALEM—What is held to be the first authenticated physical evidence of 
crucifixion in Biblical times was unearthed more than two years ago in the outskirts 
of Jerusalem.

Announcement of the discovery was made Jan. 2 in the “Israel Exploration Journal” 
published by the Hebrew University Institute of Archeology, the Israeli government 
Department of Antiquities and the Israel Exploration Society.

A skeleton, its heel bones pierced by a large iron nail, was found during excavations 
in an ancient cemetery at Givat Hamivtar In northeastern Jerusalem in June, 1968.

Detailed archeological evidence indicates that the victim was between 24 and 28 
years old, and of average height and stature, according to Dr. Nicu Haas, senior 
lecturer in anatomy at the Hebrew University—Hadassah Medical Center, who directed 
the examination of the bones and other remains.

Vasilius Tzaferis, a Greek-born archeologist associated with the government Depart
ment of Antiquities, who was chief excavator of the Givat Hamivtar cave tombs, said, 
“It is possible to place this crucifixion between the start of the first century A.D. and 
somewhere just before the outbreak of the first Jewish revolt in 7 A.D.”

Conclusions of a two-year study, set forth in the “Israel Exploration”, reveal 
that the crucifixion victim was nailed to a cross in a twisted sitting position, his legs 
together, with a nail penetrating the heel bones. (RNS)

A Preschool Conference, sponsored by 
the Sunday School department, Tennessee 
Baptist Convention, Wendell Price, secre
tary, will be held Feb. 12-13 at Montgomery 
Bell State Park.

The purpose of this conference, the first 
of its kind, is to present specialized leader
ship training in the preschool area which 
includes kindergarten and day care.

The emphasis is being given to pre
schoolers to help the leadership better 
understand how to approach Scripture 
learning with this group. Speakers include 
Mrs. Alice Kausser, of the Tennessee De
partment of Education, and Jerry Foil of the 
South Carolina Sunday School department.

Question On Religion Removed 
From Firm's Employment Blank

MINNEAPOLIS—A national life insur
ance company has promised the Minneapo
lis Human Relations Commission that it will 
remove questions about religious affilia
tion from job application blanks.

The commission and the Minneapolis 
civil rights department refused to identify 
the company. But a spokesman for the 
Fidelity Union Life Insurance Co., based 
in Dallas, confirmed that his company 
agreed to terms offered by the commission 
in conciliating a complaint filed by a Minne
apolis man.

The spokesman said the company agreed 
to change its employment application forms 
because information about religion was 
“not being used” in deciding whether to 
hire salesmen or other employees. (RNS)

Page 10 Baptist And Reflector



Woman Claims She Is Jesus; 
Three Baptists As Disciples

OKLAHOMA CITY—Janie E. McKin
ney claims she is not insane—she really is 
Jesus Christ. And she’s filed a suit in federal 
court seeking to prove it.

She has named as defendants three promi
nent Baptists—Evangelist Billy Graham, 
and Oklahoma City pastors Herschel H. 
Hobbs of First Baptist church here and 
Hugh R. Bumpas of Capitol Hill Baptist 
church.

In the suit, she claims that Graham is 
Luke; that Bumpas is Peter; that Hobbs is 
Paul; and that “I am the Christ.”

According to a report in the “Oklahoma 
Journal” based on court records, the suit 
apparently seeks that she be declared sane 
on the basis that she is Jesus Christ—“the 
head of the church,” and is thereby pro
tected by the freedom of religious clause 
of the Bill of Rights.

Efforts to contact the woman were in 
vain, since the address listed on the court 
records turned out to be a vacated service 
station.

Bumpas, who knows the woman and says 
she is a former member of his congregation, 
was taking the suit lightly.

Several years ago, she asked Bumpas 
to appear at a sanity hearing and testify 
that she is Jesus Christ, he said.

“I told her that I couldn’t do that—that 
I wouldn’t even swear my own mother was 
Jesus Christ,” Bumpas said.

She responded by saying, “Of course not, 
pastor. You couldn’t say that because I 
am Jesus Christ,” Bumpas related.

He added that she has claimed to be

TOUR THE HOLY LAND 
Next Spring With

Ansell T. Baker, Pastor of 
Central Baptist Church, Chattanooga 

Write for Details
901 Woodmore Lane 

Chattanooga, Tenn. 37411 
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Culbertsoii and Company'
Broker—Dealer—Underwriter

CHURCH and INSTITUTIONAL SECURITIES
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Jesus for many years, and that she had on 
occasions interrupted church services by 
screaming various accusations.

Asked to comment on being a defendant, 
Bumpas said that she had been committed 
to Central State Hospital three times. She 
claimed that her constitutional rights were 
violated in court action, January, 1968, 
when she was committed the third time.

She gave no explanation of why the three 
Baptist ministers were named as defendants, 
and given Biblical names. The defendants, 
apparently, don’t know why either.

Also named as defendants in the suit 
were two deputy sheriffs in Oklahoma City, 
two associate district judges, a records clerk, 
and the pastor of St. Luke’s United Meth
odist Church here—J. Chess Lovern.

None of the other defendants, however, 
was given a biblical name. (BP)

New Books
From Darkness to Light by Eva Mc

Daniel Jones; Naylor; 106 pp.; $6.95. The 
Story of The First Baptist Church of San 
Augustine, Texas.

How to Win Them, The Challenge of 
Evangelism Today as seen by John R. Bi- 
sagno, Kenneth L. Chafin, C. Wade Free
man, and others; 158 pp.; $3.95.

Expository Sermons on the Book of Dan
iel (Vol. 2, Chaps. 1-3) by W. A. Criswell, 
Zondervan; 147 pp.; $3.50.

Simple Sermons for the Midweek Service 
by W. Herschel Ford; Zondervan; 104 pp.; 
$2.95.

Using the Panel in Teaching and Training 
by LeRoy Ford, illustrated by Joe McCor
mick; Broadman; 125 pp.; paper.

See How Love Works by Walker L. 
Knight; Broadman; 95 pp.; paper..

Foundation

Pastor's Check List

By Jonas L. Stewart 
Executive Secretary-Treasurer

January Make Your Will Month is well 
under way. It is time for pastors and other 
stewardship leaders to check their plans. 
Below can be found a good check list to 
see if all plans are complete. 1. Posters and 
bulletin inserts ordered? 2. Twelve-page 
booklet to use for special lesson in Sunday 
School or program for other organizations 
ordered? 3. Movie film scheduled (15 
minutes or 30 minutes)? 4. Speaker re
quested for a Sunday or Wednesday night 
service? (available as time permits) 5. Tracts 
on Will and Foundation helps requested? 
All of the above materials are available 
free upon request from the Tennessee Bap
tist Foundation, Box 647, Brentwood, Ten
nessee 37027.

6. Special sermon prepared on Steward
ship of Estate? 7. A Christian Attorney 
scheduled to discuss the importance of 
preparing a Christian Will? 8. Planned to 
inform your people that the service of Ten
nessee Baptist Foundation personnel is 
available without cost? 9. Prepared a per
sonal article for your church paper en
couraging your people to write their wills 
leaving a bequest to the Tennessee Baptist 
Foundation in trust with the income to pro
vide for some Christian Cause until Jesus 
comes again? 10. Prayed for your Founda
tion, its personnel, the schools, the children's 
homes, hospitals, agencies and other causes 
needing financial assistance?

Christian Business Opportunity
The Living Word Inc., who is the Ex

ecutive Master Distributor for the sensa
tionally new “Living Word In Sight And 
Sound” that is published by Royal Pub
lishing Company, is offering a once-in-a- 
lifetime opportunity for Christian people to 
acquire their own business with a small 
investment.

This is an opportunity that will enable 
you to be your own boss, set your own 
hours and become financially independent 
by becoming either an agent, dealer oi 
distributor of the “LIVING WORD IN 
SIGHT AND SOUND.”

The Living Word Inc. is a Christian 
owned company whose founder and presi
dent is Dr. B. Franklin Bates, Southern 
Bantist Evangelist.

For further information as to how you 
may acquire your own business; a business 
that can become highly rewarding in a 
spiritual sense and at the same time provide 
a very rewarding income, contact:

the LIVING WORD INC.
Dr. Ben Bates, President

5158 Kingswood Circle
Memphis, Tennessee 38128 
Telephone (901) 386-4967
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Uniform Series
Sunday School Lesson for January 17, 1971

Satan Church Leader Leaving Cincinnati 
For More Lucrative Job In Los Angeles

The Value Of The Kingdom
By Howard S. Kolb, Pastor 

Audubon Park Baptist Church, Memphis

Kolb

Bible Study Passage:
Matt. 13:44-46; Luke 14:15-24

All of us have things we value. We value 
our possessions, our property, our money. We 
value a faded picture, tiny shoes cast in bronze, 

letters written by a cher
ished friend or loved one, 
pieces of inherited furni
ture, old dinnerware, art
work brought home by a 
child. No one would offer 
us money for these things 
and hundreds of dollars 
couldn’t buy them because 
we treasure these objects, 
we value them. We value 
them because they are re
minders of those we love. 
Do we value these things 
more than we do our rela
tionship with Christ?

In Jesus’ day the religious life was greatly 
valued by the Jews. It was to be sought, fol
lowed religiously, and passed on to the next 
generation. We are surprised to find the Jews 
turning away from the Kingdom of Heaven 
and its riches. In the lesson this week we 
find three parables used by Jesus to teach us 
the value of the Kingdom.
I. The Kingdom Is of Greater Value than 

Our Possessions (Matt. 13:44-50).
Jesus tells us the Kingdom of Heaven is like 

a treasure found in a field. Its value is supreme. 
The man who finds the treasure sells all he has 
and buys the field where the treasure is hidden. 
He knows true value when he finds it.

The other man Jesus tells us about is a 
merchant who deals in pearls. He is more than 
a shopkeeper for he travels in search of fine 
and beautiful pearls. He does not want 
ordinary pearls. He wants the very best to be 
found. Finally, in his search, he finds one pearl 
of great price and he sells all he has and buys 
it. He knows that his life-time of searching 
would be in vain unless he buys it. It is worth 
everything.

The difference between finders and seekers 
should not be exaggerated. The point in the 
parables is that the Kingdom of Heaven out
weighs in value all else, and the man who 
understands this will with pleasure part with 
all. The Kingdom of Heaven is worth any 
sacrifice and every possession. How many 
of us really believe this? Yes, theoretically, we 
believe it, we acknowledge the Kingdom as 
valuable, but how many of us seek first the 
Kingdom of Heaven? What is your reason for 
not seeking the Kingdom?
II. The Kingdom Is of Greater Value than 

Any Temporal Interest in Life.
Jesus tells us that the Kingdom is like a man 

who announced and planned a great supper, a 
great banquet. Finally, invitations were sent 
out and “all with one consent” began to make 
excuse: Actually, three excuses were given: (1) 
“I have bought a piece of ground, and I must 
needs go and see it” (Luke 14:18). In effect he 

was saying, “Excuse me, I have something to 
see for I have purchased more earthly pos
sessions.” (2) “I have bought five yoke of oxen, 
and I go to prove them” (Luke 14:19). In 
effect he was saying, “Excuse me, I have some
thing else to do for you see I am busy with 
the things of this world.” (3) “I have married 
a wife, and therefore, I cannot come” (Luke 
14:20). In effect he was saying, “Excuse me, 
I have something else to enjoy for you see I 
have a new relationship.” The Bible says that 
when a man marries he should “leave his father 
and his mother and cleave to his wife” (Gen. 
2:24). However, this does not mean he should 
love his home more than he loves the King
dom. The home will pass away but the King
dom will abide forever.

Some men claim they have too much to do 
in this life to be bothered with the Kingdom 
of Heaven. Their business life is their religion. 
Others are busy having a good time. They 
are getting all the gusto they can for they 
realize you only go through life once. They 
are too busy having a good time in this 
world to be bothered about the next. Life is 
not complete without Christ. Life without the 
King of the Kingdom is a maimed, stunted and 
blighted thing. It is impossible for life to be 
lived as it ought to be lived without Christ.

Leadership Readiness Conferences 
Scheduled February 18, 19, 22, 23

S'

A series of Leadership Readiness Confer
ences will be held in four locations in the 
state during February for the purpose of 
assisting pastors, church staff, and church 
council members in making plans for 1971- 
72. The first two conferences will be held 
at First church, Murfreesboro, Feb. 18 and 
First church, Jackson, Feb. 19. The other 
conferences will be held at First church, 
Morristown, Feb. 22 and First church, 
Athens, Feb. 23. Charles L. Norton, secre
tary, Church Training department, Tennes
see Baptist Convention, is serving as 
coordinator for the conferences.

Teams from the Baptist Sunday School 
Board, Brotherhood Commission, Home 
Mission Board, Stewardship Commission, 
and Woman’s Missionary Union of the 
Southern Baptist Convention will assist the 
staff of the Tennessee Baptist Convention 
in the conferences.

Team members for the meetings in Mur
freesboro and Jackson include the following 
from the Sunday School Board: William 
Halbert, Church Administration; John Hack, 
Church Library; Richard Ham, Church 
Music; Maines Rawls (team leader), Church

CINCINNATI—James E. Guthrie, “high 
priest” of the Church of Satan in suburban 
Cincinnati, is leaving town.

Guthrie said he and his family and pos
sibly some followers are planning a six-week 
“missionary thing” across the country, with 
Los Angeles as their destination.

There he will assume “priestly duties” at 
a Hollywood Boulevard church of Satan 
where he trained before coming to Cincin
nati. Guthrie, 22, said his congregation 
here on Salem Road, Anderson Township, 
will close on his departure, since no other 
“high priest” is trained to succeed him. 
“We’ll probably send someone from Los 
Angeles,” he said.

In his new post, he will lead a 400-mem- 
ber church of Satan in the heart of the 
Southern California occult and witchcraft 
belt. He will work under Don Blythe, his 
teacher, who is relinquishing his priestly 
tasks to Guthrie to be curator of the new 
“Weird Museum” adjoining the church. 
(RNS)

Finally, Jesus tells us the Kingdom is offered 
to others who will accept the invitation. The 
Jews wouldn’t accept it but the Gentiles did. 
The Kingdom is for all. The Gospel is for all. 
God desires His house to be filled. Will you 
accept His invitation?

What value do you place on the Kingdom? 
Do you seek it first?

Recreation; Norman Hodges, Church Train
ing; and L. J. Newton, Jr., Sunday School. 
Other team members include: W. J. Isbell, 
Brotherhood Commission; L. E. Lawson and 
Russell Bennett, Home Mission Board; Paul 
Allison, Stewardship Commission; and Ber
nice Elliott, Woman’s Missionary Union.

Team members for the meetings in Mor
ristown and Athens from the Sunday School 
Board include: Joe Hinkle, Church Ad
ministration; Carlton Carter, Church Libra
ry; Ham; Rawls (team leader); Hodges; and 
Chester Russell, Sunday School. Other team 
members include: Fred White and Wilson 
Brumley, Home Mission Board; Isbell; and 
Elliott.

The conferences will involve analyzing 
problems and opportunities encountered in 
using the new 70’s materials, methods, and 
organizations, as well as exploring ideas that 
will help the church in its planning, training, 
and launching to achieve 1971-72 church 
goals. They will also provide and interpret 
a packet of materials for use by associations 
in conducting Launching Night, Sept. 14, 
which includes all programs of the church.
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SBC World Mission Gifts Top 
$50 Million, But Miss Budget

NASHVILLE—For the first time in his
tory, Southern Baptists passed the $50 mil
lion mark in gifts to world mission causes 
through the denomination’s Cooperative Pro
gram and through designated offerings to 
SBC mission causes.

Despite the record gifts, the denomi
nation fell short of its overall Coopera
tive Program budget goal by $932,926.
Gifts through the Cooperative Program 

unified budget totalled $27,925,302 for the 
year—enough to pay in full the 1970 SBC 
operating budget goal, the balance of 
$650,000 due on 1969 capital needs, plus 
$117,074 on 1970 capital needs. A total of 
$28,858,119 would have been needed to 
meet the overall goal.

The 1970 total budget goal included 
$27,158,119 for operating funds of the 19 
SBC agencies receiving Cooperative Pro
gram funds; $650,000 in capital needs to 
finance building programs approved for 
1969 but not distributed that year; plus 
$1,050,000 in 1970 capital needs.

To Consider Revision
Under a clause in the 1971 SBC Coopera

tive Program budget adopted by the con
vention in Denver last June, any 1970 
capital needs funds not distributed in 1970 
will automatically be added on to the 1971 
goal as a second priority to 1971 operating 
budget distributions. Another clause in
dicated that if 1970 receipts did not meet 
expectations, the SBC Executive Committee 
might revise downward the 1971 budget 
goal.

In its September meeting, the Executive 
Committee voted to delay until its February, 
1971., meeting consideration of whether or 
not to revise the 1971 budget distributions 
after SBC seminary presidents had urged a 
delay in any decision. The implication was 
that if receipts for 1970 were down, the 
budget goal for 1971 might have to be re
vised in February.

The final tally indicated that Co
operative Program contributions for 
1970 increased 1.79 per cent over 1969 
gifts—a dollar increase of $491,862.
John Williams, financial planning secre

tary for the SBC Executive Committee, said 
that the increase was even less than expected 
because of a “bad December” in Coopera
tive Program giving.

During the month of December, Coopera- , 
tive Program gifts were nearly six per cent | 
less than December of 1969. During the , 
last month of 1970, Cooperative Program 
contributions were $2,041,985 compared to 
$2,171,888 in December of 1969, a decrease 
of $129,903.

Highest Figure Ever
Porter W. Routh, executive secretary of 

the SBC Executive Committee, said that all 
Baptists should rejoice that the total mission 

gifts have gone over the $50 million mark 
for the first time.

“The disturbing fact is,” Routh continued 
“that we finished 1970 still owing $932,726 
on 1970 capital funds approved by the con
vention.”

Routh said that statistical projections in
dicate that if 1971 gifts increase at the same 
rate as 1970 contributions, the SBC “will 
complete 1971 with a $2 million deficit in 
capital funds, a $722,000 deficit in total 
operating funds, and even a $191,000 deficit 
in the 7.32 per cent safety valve voted by 
the convention.”

“A great new concern and surge in Co
operative Program gifts will be needed in 
1971 to avoid these deficits and make pos
sible continued growth in missions and edu
cation,” Routh said.

While Cooperative Program gifts during 
1971 increased nearly half-a-million dollars 
over 1969 contributions, gifts to designated

Pastor Reports on Mission Trip

Finds Haiti Fertile Field
Philip Dougan, pastor, First Baptist 

church, Alexandria, returned recently from 
an eight-day preaching mission in Haiti, 
West Indies. Dougan was in a group of 
five which included John Raisch, a mission
ary to Haiti, Billy Cooper, pastor of West 
Carrollton Baptist church in Ohio, a former 
pastor at Fayetteville, and two laymen from 
Ohio.

The team left Dec. 26, driving to Miami, 
Fla., and flying from there to Port Au 
Prince, Haiti. The missionary arranged the 
engagements, complete with interpreters. 
They held street meetings and distributed 
15,000 tracts and over 1000 gospels and 
testaments.

“It was a thrilling experience,” said Dou
gan, “to put the Word of God into the hands 
of many who have never seen a Bible. Some 
had never heard of Christ! The people 
flocked after you to get the gospels and 
tracts and many asked for more. People 
in all walks of life showed a keen interest 
in our ministry. Government officials, busi
nessmen, and peasants alike came to our 
street meetings and enquired more about 
the Christian life. There is an intense 
spiritual hunger and a wide open door for 
ministry in this country which is fading in 
other lands. There is no Southern Baptist ' 
work in Haiti, though there are a few evan
gelical churches and missions.

“I was able to converse with many 
because of my knowledge of French. One 
time I sang a French hymn in the busy mar
ketplace and several people came up and 
shouted “Encore”! When I had sung an
other, a crowd of over 50 people had gath
ered for an impromptu street service, 
whereupon I gladly preached the gospel and 

causes during the year stayed at virtually 
the same level as 1969 designations—up 
only .03 per cent.

Designated gifts for 1970 were 
$22,305,174 compared to $22,297,719 
in 1969, an increase of $7455.
Of the $50 million in total gifts, more 

than $41 million went to support Southern 
Baptist home and foreign mission efforts.

During 1970, the SBC Foreign Mission 
Board received a total of $30.8 million, in
cluding $14.1 million through the Coopera
tive Program $16.7 million in designated 
offerings, most of it through the Lottie 
Moon Christmas Offering.

The SBC Home Mission Board received 
$10.8 million during the year, with almost 
equal amounts—$5.4 million—coming from 
the Cooperative Program and designated 
offerings.

The total amount reflected in the report 
from the SBC Executive Committee in
cluded only funds given to support national 
and worldwide SBC mission causes, and 
did not include amounts given to local and 
state mission efforts by Southern Baptists. 
(BP)______________________________ 
distributed tracts and Scripture portions w;th 
a continually growing and eager audience. 
This happened on three other occasions 
as well, at such unlikely locations as the 
immigrations office and the post office.

“We had a New Year’s Eve service at a 
Cap Haitian church (which is a building 
made of bamboo poles and palm leaves) 
where 300 were packed inside and outside. 
Most of them stayed until 2:00 A.M. New 
Year’s Day demanding more preaching and 
singing from our team. What a contrast 
to our home churches where they look at 
their watches anxiously when one hour 
is gone!

“One of the most unforgettable experi
ences of my life would have to be the joyous 
privilege I had of baptizing three adults 
in the Caribbean Sea, not far from where 
Columbus landed on his voyage to America. 
It was a night service lighted only by the 
moon and three flare lamps as a procession 
of 200 made its way 116 miles to the sea 
from the church.

“In eight days there we had 10 church 
services and 8 street meetings in three 
cities. We distributed 15,000 tracts and 
1,000 testaments or portions, and witnessed 
about 20 professions of faith and over 
200 other decisions for Christ. Truly we 
saw the hand of God in this work, and when 
I returned I felt that the mission to Haiti 
had done more for me than I had done 
for them.”

I would recommend this trip to any pastor 
or layman who would like to combine a 
vacation with a preaching or witnessing mis
sion. It is a real opportunity to see a wide 
open door to missions and be used of God 
to feed a spiritually hungry people. You 
will return with a greater vision and a 
deeper compassion for your own people as 
well as those abroad.
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Sunday School Lesson for January 17, 1971—By W. R. White 
Life and Work Series

Jesus And The Night Visitor
Basic Passage: John 3:1-21; 7:45-52; 19:38-42
Focal Passage: John 3:1-13

The gospel of John is unique in pre
serving private conversations between 
Jesus and individuals. Nicodemus is an in
teresting Jewish leader. He dared to break 
away from deeply rooted prejudices and 
face dangerous opposition to become a 
disciple of Jesus.

It is believed that he was a secret disciple 
for a while. He came to Jesus at night and 
did not openly confess Him until some 
time later. However, when he did publicly 
align himself it was at a most dangerous 
period and before the leaders of the bitter
est enemies of Christ—John 7:50. He joined 
Joseph of Arimathaea in seeing that Jesus 
had a proper and respectable burial. John 
19:39.

Evidently the essentials of the conversa
tion between Jesus and Nicodemus are pre
served for us. It is so enlightening and re
demptive. It tells about a necessity which 
only God can achieve in us—the birth from 
above—1 John 1:12-13. Then the conver
sation turns to our side—belief. The two 
are inseparably connected. The way of life 
is made clear.
A FAMOUS SEEKER
John 3:1-3

Nicodemus had been greatly impressed 
with the teachings of Jesus, more especially 
since they were authenticated by divine 
wonders.

Obviously Nicodemus had at least a 
measure of open-mindedness which his col
leagues did not share. He was seriously in
terested in knowing more about Jesus.

He sought to talk things over with Jesus 
in the quiet of the night. Perhaps he did not 
want to be disturbed or it could be that he 
did not want to prematurely create a crisis 
with his colleagues. Anyway we are so glad 
that he sought out Jesus and that their con
versation has been preserved.
A SURPRISING CONFRONTATION 
John 3:3

Jesus emphatically declared it absolutely 
necessary for Nicodemus to be born again 
or from above. He needed a radical change 
of the inner man. The Lord made no charge 
against the overall conduct of Nicodemus. 
He pointed to a deep seated need for a 
profound change at the center of his be
ing.

According to the teaching of the Bible, 
the nature of the natural man is funda
mentally warped. See Ephesians 2:1-3. It 
does not mean that man is as bad as he can 
be. It means that he is wholly disqualified to 
redeem himself. He cannot attain perfect 
righteousness, neither can he accumulate 
enough merit to warrant salvation.

MAKING CLEAR WHAT HE MEANT 
John 3:4-13

For some reason Nicodemus was ob
sessed with a physical and material con
ception. He was puzzled that Jesus should 
think that he could go back and begin 
the processes of natural life all over again.

Jesus reminded him of the washings of 
regeneration and the renewal of the Spirit 
as born of water and the Spirit. He made it 
very certain that He was talking about two 
distinct types of birth to the different vital 
realities. He clarified the idea by saying, 
“That which is born of the flesh is flesh and 
that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.”

He pointed out to Nicodemus the ab
surdity or strangeness of a teacher of 
Israel not having a better understanding of 
what He was saying.

Let us look at some Old Testament pas
sages: “But this shall be the covenant that 
I will make. A new covenant with the house 
of Israel and with the house of Judah. Not 
according to the covenant that I made with 
their fathers in the day that I took them by 
the hand to bring them out of the land of 
Egypt; which my covenant they broke, al
though I was a husband unto them, saith 
the Lord. But this shall be the covenant 
that I shall make with the house of Israel; 
after those days said the Lord, I will put 
my law within their inward parts and write 
it in their hearts; and I will be their God 
and they will be my people.” Jer. 31:32-33.

“Then will I sprinkle clean water upon 
you and ye shall be clean..............A new 
heart also will I give you and a new spirit 
will I put within you” . . . Ezekiel 36:25-26. 
See John 15:3; Eph. 5:26; Titus 3:5; 1 
Peter 1:23; James 1:18.

He is talking about the joint operation 
of the Word of God and the Spirit of God. 
He used the idea of a birth as an earthly 
analogy of a spiritual experience. He knew 
that He could not use strictly heavenly 
terminology and be understood.

Home Mission Board Appoints 
Three As Career Missionaries

ATLANTA—The Southern Baptist Home 
Mission Board here approved the appoint
ment of a married couple as missionaries, 
and up-graded an associate missionary of 
several years to career missionary status.

Mr. and Mrs. Alton Harpe were ap
pointed directors of student work at the 
United States Military Academy, West 
Point, N.Y. Fermin Whittaker, a pastor for 
six years, was promoted to career mission
ary.

The Harpes are student work veterans

Arkansas Editor Commends 
Death Sentence Commutation

LITTLE ROCK—The editor of the “Ar
kansas Baptist Newsmagazine” has com
mended editorially outgoing Arkansas Gov. 
Winthrop Rockefeller for commuting the 
death sentences of 15 Arkansas prisoners 
and has urged other state governors to do 
likewise.

In the editorial, Erwin L. McDonald 
pointed out that the practice of capital 
punishment cut squarely across the earthly 
life of Jesus Christ, who taught his disciples 
to love their enemies and set an example 
of “commuting the eternal death sentence 
for the penitent thief being crucified with 
Him, giving to this man the gift of eternal 
life.”

McDonald quoted Gov. Rockefeller, a 
Baptist, extensively in the editorial and 
commended the governor for reducing the 
death sentence to life imprisonment for the 
11 blacks and four whites on Arkansas’ 
“death row.”

“I cannot and will not turn my back on 
life-long Christian teachings and beliefs, 
merely to let history run out its course on 
a fallible and failing theory of punitive 
justice,” McDonald quoted Rockefeller as 
saying.

The governor fought back emotion as he 
announced his decision just two weeks be
fore giving up the office, the Baptist editor 
reported.

“What earthly mortal has the omnip
otence to say who among us shall live and 
who shall die,” Rockefeller said. “I do 
not.”

Saying he knew there would be negative 
reactions to his decision, Rockefeller said 
that the law grants him that authority, and 
that “failing to take this action while it is 
in my power, I could not live with myself.”

Rockefeller had in April, 1968, declared 
a moratorium on executions pending the 
outcome of a Supreme Court ruling on cap
ital punishment. The court has not yet 
ruled on the case. There have been no 
executions in the nation since June 2, 1967. 
(BP)
having served at the University of Miami 
for four years and Florida State university 
six years. Harpe, a native of Columbus, 
Ga.

Mrs. Harpe is a native of Phenix City, 
Ala.

Whittaker is a native of Colon, Republic 
of Panama. In his seventh year as pastor 
of Primera Iglesia Bautista Del Sur (First 
Southern Baptist church), Pico Rivera, 
Calif., he was previously lecturer in Spanish 
at the Toronto Baptist seminary, Toronto, 
Canada and pastor of Churchill Baptist 
church, Palgrave, Ontario.

A graduate of Toronto Baptist seminary 
he also holds a bachelor of arts degree from 
California Baptist college, iverside, Calif. 
Whittaker has been a missionary associate 
since 1969. (BP)
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From tke

By W. Fred Kendall
Next week is the time for the annual 

state Evangelistic Conference which will 
meet this year at the First Baptist church 

in Nashville. For many 
years this conference has 
been one of great inspira
tion and motivation for 
all phases of evangelism 
in our churches. Nearly 
every state Convention 
has such an annual con
ference.

This conference has 
often been called a 
“preacher’s revival” but 
that is no longer an ac
curate picture. While it 

is attended by many pastors and evange
lists, every effort has been put forth to in
volve laymen and women also. Evangelism 
is the major responsibility of the churches 
in carrying out Christ’s plan of world re
demption. But every born again Christian 
is responsible for winning the lost world 
to Christ. Pastors, evangelists, laymen and 
women, and young people are all involved 
and need the inspiration and the vision that 
enables them to be moved with the same 
compassion which Christ had as they see 
a world with so many dire spiritual needs 
which only Christ can meet.

The programs of the Evangelistic Con
ference seek to enlist some of the most 
capable people in the Southern Baptist Con
vention and even outside of the Convention. 
Speakers are sought who have years of ex
perience and who have been actively in
volved in evangelism through the years. Al
most every phase of evangelism is discussed. 
Conferences are conducted on methods. 
Revivals are discussed and problems facing 
the churches which obstruct the spirit of 
soul winning are also discussed. Personal 
work with individuals is always presented 
as the key to all evangelism. Spiritual 
renewal in the churches and the need for 
a real awakening is an urgent matter for dis
cussion and study.

We rejoice that Tennessee Baptist 
churches reported a gain in the number 
of people won to Christ last year over the 
year before. The new emphasis on outreach 
and enlargement in Sunday Schools is en
couraging. There is a great interest in 
people and their spiritual problems. This is 
the true basis for the outreach of Christian 
love. It is the desire to share Christ. It is 
the desire to bring people to Him for for
giveness and for complete redemption from 
their sins and from the sinful ways of life.

This is the second year of the decade of 
the 70’s. We believe that there is a great 
desire to turn from the wickedness, and the

Historically:
From the files

50 YEARS AGO
Howard college, Birmingham, Ala., 

was admitted to the Southern Associa
tion of Colleges. In the south, there 
were only five Baptist, four Method
ist, three Presbyterian, two “Dis
ciple,” and one Episcopal school in 
this association.

Miss Mary Northington, for five 
years secretary, Woman’s Missionary 
Union in Illinois, was called to be
come secretary of the WMU in the 
Alabama Baptist Convention.

20 YEARS AGO
John D. Freeman, a former editor 

of the Baptist And Reflector, joined 
the Baptist Bible institute in Lake
land, Fla., to head a department in 
rural church work.

According to Signs of the Times, 
Prince Edward Island in Canada 
adopted prohibition of the beverage 
alcohol traffic in 1900 and results 
were recorded. There was one divorce 
granted in 50 years, no executions in 
40 years, no highwaymen, no gang
sters, no commercialized vice, and no 
penitentiary. Thirteen policemen 
served the entire province. There was 
an annual average of two motor car 
accidents on the highways.

10 YEARS AGO
Tennessee Baptists reported a net 

gain of 23,563 during the preceding 
year. Total membership of the 2672 
cooperating churches in the state con
vention was 758,829.

Receipts to the treasurer of the 
Southern Baptist Convention for Dec., 
1960, amounted to $1,907,826, which 
surpassed the previous high of $1,- 
680,000 received in Nov. 1959. This 
brought the total receipts for 1960 
to $17,479,428.

moral, and ethical decay of the decade of 
the 60’s. This is still a very wicked age 
with so much rebellion against God and 
everything He wants man to be and be
come. It is for such a world that Christ 
came and died for its redemption.

Thousands of you will not be able to 
come to Nashville next week. You can pray 
for the conference, and you can pray for 
the churches that this may be a great year 
of outreach to win people to Christ. Pray 
for a great spiritual renewal and awaken
ing of real concern in burning compassion 
for the souls of lost people everywhere.

gm Mamrs

By Dr. B. David Edens, 
Director, Marriage and 
Family Program 
Stephens College 
Columbia, Missouri 65201

Children See Suicide As 
Reversible Deed

It is very rare for children under the age 
of 10 to commit suicide, but not uncommon 
for even very young children to threaten to 
do so, Dr. Kurt Glaser reported to the 
Association for the Advancement of Psy
chotherapy.

In youngsters under 10, it is more im
portant to concentrate on the causes of the 
suicide threat than its effect, said the psy
chiatrist and pediatrician, for the youn6 
child who threatens to kill himself is likely 
to be emotionally disturbed or trapped in 
a deeply frustrating situation.

Some of the situations linked with chil
dren’s threats of suicide are:

—Parental pressure for superior school 
performance from a child whose intel
lectual capacity doesn’t measure up to 
his parents’ or siblings’.

—Concern over precocious or delayed 
sexual development.

—Loss of a parent which thrusts the 
youngster into an uncomfortable, some
what spouse-like relationship with the 
remaining parent.

—Use of suicide threats to manipulate 
parents or express hostility toward pun
ishing parents.
The young child sees death as reversible, 

reminded the University of Maryland Med
ical school specialist. There is no intent of 
permanent death, so his is not truly a 
suicidal threat. The seriously disturbed child 
must be protected against himself, however, 
because he is more likely to make a suicide 
attempt in the belief that consequences of 
the act are only temporary.

Nephew Of Pope Paul 
Doubts He'll Resign

PARIS—Giorgio Montini, a nephew of 
Pope Paul and a lawyer in Rome, declared 
in an interview here that the pontiff had 
“too much a sense of duty” to resign for 
reasons of health or simple exhaustion.

Montini, interviewed by Radio Luxem
bourg, declared, “The Holy Father is a man 
who does not concern himself with his 
health—he believes he must sacrifice himself 
for everyone.”

Commenting on recent reports that his 
uncle would resign in the near future, 
Montini said, “Frankly, I do not believe 
so, because he has too much the sense of 
duty and of sacrifice up to the end.” (RNS)
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Baptist VIEWpoll

Martin B. Bradley, Director

Baptist Leaders Favor
Church Information Service

NASHVILLE—A confidential, high-speed 
service to provide churches with objective 
information about prospective pastors is 
favored by the majority of a representative 
poll of Southern Baptist pastors and Sunday 
School teachers, a nationwide survey dis
closed here.

The Baptist VIEWpoll panel members 
were asked this question: “Would you favor 
a confidential, high-speed service to provide 
churches objective information about pros
pective pastors?”

“Yes” was the response of 58.3 per cent 
of the pastors and 64.7 per cent of the. Sun
day School teachers.

In contrast, almost one third (32.1 per 
cent) of the pastors on the panel and 29.1 
per cent of the teachers expressed disap
proval of such a service. The remaining 9.6 
per cent of the pastors and 6.2 per cent of 
the Sunday School teachers had “no 
opinion” on the matter.

Opposition to a church informa
tion service is greatest among those 
pastors serving in open country 
churches and in churches with less 
than 200 members, the survey dis
closed.

Also, in the findings for pastors _ MM 
there appears to be some relation- ;n ■ 
ship between religious and political K
conservatism and opposition to a 
church information service. §

Panel members were also asked: A
“If this service were provided, who ?
should make it available?” The B
largest proportion of the pastors B
(39.4 per cent) and teachers (29.7 g B 
per cent) chose the “state conven- w
tion” over an “SBC agency” or 
a “private company.” About 28 
per cent of the teachers did choose 
“SBC agency.”

The findings for the current poll 
are based upon a 92 per cent re
sponse from the Baptist VIEWpoll 
panel, composed of approximately 
600 pastors and Sunday School 
teachers selected to represent a 
cross section of persons holding 
those leadership positions in the 
Southern Baptist Convention. (BP)

• CAR NIGHT RIDE TRIP DANGER
OUS. Night travel by automobile is three 
times more dangerous than day travel in 
spite of the reduced traffic flow, the Street 
and Highway Safety Lighting Bureau warns. 
Figures from the National Safety Council 
show a fatality rate of 6.3 per 100,000,000 
vehicle miles after dark compared to 2.3 
during daylight.

(The Charlotte News, 11/23/70)
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