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Sunday School Board Elects 
Key Leadership Personnel

NASHVILLE—Five new division directors, and an assistant and three group direc
tors for one division were named by the elected Southern Baptist Sunday School 
Board as part of a major reorganization plan, approved by the board last August.

The new division directors and their position are: Allen B. Cornish, currently pastor 
of Waldrop Memorial Baptist church, Columbus, Ga., named Church Services and 
Materials Division director; Bob Boyd, now secretary of the church recreation de
partment, appointed Assemblies Division Director; James W. Clark, presently man
ager of the church literature department, named Broadman Division Director; Wayne 
H. Chastain, now director of the office of management services, appointed Manage
ment Services Division Director; and W. O. Thomason, currently assistant to the direc
tor of the Education Division, named Book Store Division director.

Four of the five new division heads are currently on the staff of the Sunday
(Continued on page 8) James W. Clark



CHRISTIAN CONDUCT
By Herschel H. Hobbs

“That ye abstain from meats offered to 
idols, and from blood, and from things 
strangled, and from fornication: from 
which if ye keep yourselves, ye shall do 
well.”—Acts 15:29

The Jerusalem Conference agreed that 
Gentiles could be saved apart from becom
ing Jewish proselytes and living under the 
Mosaic ceremonial code (Acts 15:10-11, 
28). However, Gentile Christians were 
urged to abstain from certain pagan prac
tices. This decision was reached by the 
Conference under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit (v.28).

Pagans regarded eating the meat and 
drinking the blood of their sacrifices as be
coming one with their gods. Jews were 
forbidden to eat anything that had been 
killed by strangling (Lev. 19:26). Sexual 
immorality was common among pagans.

This last item, of course, was to be ab
horred on ethical and moral principles. But 
the others seem to have been a concession 
to the Jews or Jewish Christians. Paul 
pointed out that eating meat offered to 
idols did not necessarily constitute pagan, 
worship to those who did not so regard 
it (1 Cor. 8:4-6). However, he counseled 
against this practice in order not to offend 
those Christians who saw it as idol wor-
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ship (1 Cor. 8:7-13). For the sake of their 
Christian influence they should abstain 
from such lest they cause others to stumble.

Four points call for emphasis. (1) The 
Christian should break with the practices 
of his unregenerated life. (2) Even those 
things which are not essentially evil should 
be avoided if they would be so interpreted 
by others. Even a man’s good should not 
be spoken of as evil. (3) For the sake of 
Christian harmony one should forego his 
rights in order not to offend others. (4) 
The Christian’s influence should be used 
for harmony and for building up the 
church fellowship, not for strife and the 
harming of that fellowship.

pulpit Co Hieta
By Jim Griffith

It is surprising to me that someone 
hasn’t thought of organizing “Church
goers Anonymous.”

The only requirement for becom
ing a part of this organization would 
be a firm and unwavering resolve to 
stay away from church.

There would be no dues.
But to qualify as an applicant for 

membership in “Churchgoers Anony
mous” one must run up an impressive 
string of inexcusable absences.

The group motto would be: “I 
cannot be there in person, but I 
will be with you in spirit.”

And the goal of Churchgoers 
Anonymous would be this: When it 
comes to church attendance, “We are 
trying to quit.”

However, the thing that concerns 
me is that the group just might go 
too far. Say, for example, if a prac
ticing member of the organization 
ever the urge to go to church, a 
phone call might bring rushing to his 
side a fellow absentee who would 
stay with him until the feeling passes.
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Devotional
Sleeping Through Life's 

Great Moments
By Ben G. Gill

There is an event in Acts 20 that you 
simply must not miss. Paul had entered 
into Troas and would remain for only one 

week. On Sunday, after 
a fellowship meal, he 
began preachiing and 
since he was leaving the 
next day he talked until 
midnight. It was during 
this rather long sermon 
that the scripture records, 
“and as Paul spoke on 
and on, a young man 
named Eutychus, sitting 
on the window sill, went 
fast asleep . . .”

Just think about that
for a moment. Paul, one of the greatest 
preachers in all of history was preaching, 
and Eutychus, who might never have an op
portunity like this again, was sleeping 
through the sermon. He was sleeping 
through one of life’s greatest moments.

Now wait a minute. Before you are too 
hard on him, isn’t this exactly what we do. 
Time and time again we are given the op
portunity to share in moments of greatness, 
but we are asleep and as a result we miss 
them.

Books can offer some of life’s great 
moments. I have on my desk today a list of 
the ten greatest books as seen by Dr. 
George Schweitzer, the American scientist 
whose Christian faith is exemplary. The 
thing that amazed me when I first saw this 
list was the fact that as a supposedly edu
cated person I had read so few of them. 
Perhaps I had been sleeping through some 
of life’s greatest moments.

Prayer can offer great moments. When 
John Knox prayed the course of history 
changed. When Finney prayed hearts of 
stone melted in submission before God. 
Prayer can offer great moments—how tragic 
to sleep through them.

Witnessing can offer great moments. A 
few weeks ago I was on a plane going to 
the West Coast. After some time I realized 
that the man in the window seat was wit
nessing to the man who sat beside me. In 
a moment I heard him offer his confession 
to Christ as he made Him Lord of his life. 
Only a few moments before I had spoken 
to him about some superficial matter. The 
Holy Spirit had prepared him for a Chris- * 
tian witness. I had been asleep in the pres
ence of one of life’s greatest moments.

It is so easy to be critical of Eutychus, 
We say, “If Paul had been preaching I 
would not have been asleep!” But every day 
we sleep through some of life’s greatest mo
ments.

(Editor’s Note: Mr. Gill is director of 
Endowment and Capital Giving Service, 
Stewardship Commission, SBC, Nashville, 
Tenn.)
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Texas Baptist School Asks 
For "Independent" Status

CORPUS CHRISTI, Tex.—Trustees of 
the University of Corpus Christi have re
quested by a vote of 18-1 that the Baptist 
General Convention of Texas grant the 
school independent status with a self-per
petuating board of trustees.

The request will be funneled through the 
convention’s Christian Education Commis
sion and program coordinating committee 
to its Executive Board, which will act on the 
request at its regular quarterly meeting, 
March 9. Final action must be taken by the 
convention in annual session in late October 
in Houston.

If ownership of the financially- 
plagued school is relinquished, it will 
mark the third consecutive year that 
Texas Baptists have parted with a 
school. Baylor College of Medicine in 
Houston was released in 1969, and 
Baylor College of Denistry was released 
last year.
The University of Corpus Christi stirred 

controversy last fall when it accepted a 
$500,000 line of credit from the Small 
Business Administration after being dev- 
asted by Hurricane Celia just 30 days 
before school was scheduled to begin.

The convention softened a recommenda
tion that the school repay the federal loan 
or withdraw from the convention by in
structing the school to repay it with money 
borrowed from an agency other than the 
government. The convention also appointed 
a committee to assist the school.

The trustee action, according to observers, 
may halt action to repay $380,000 already 
received from the $500,000 line of credit.

J. H. West of Bishop, Tex., retiring board 
president, commenting on the request to 
sever relations, said, “A new course of 
action for the college is essential and this 
can best be achieved by an independent, 
self-perpetuating board of trustees that will 
be given the opportunity to chart the course 
of the college and enable it to become a 
more vital part of the Corpus Christi area.”

W. H. Colson, superintendent of mis
sions of the Corpus Christi Baptist As
sociation and vice president of the 
school’s development board, added, 
“The time has come to involve the 
non-Baptist leadership of the city ac
tive in the development of the college 
in service on its board of trustees.”
The school is one of 10 educational in

stitutions operated by Texas Baptists. Un
like the others, it is in an area where 
Baptists are in the minority, comprising an 
estimated five per cent of the population.

The school has suffered continuing prob
lems with finances and student enrollments 
over the years. In 1969-70, there was an 
operating deficit of $149,574 and a similar 
deficit is expected this year. Enrollment 
dropped to 675 in 1968, 624 in 1969 and 
613 currently, with only 30 per cent of the 
students Baptists.

Thursday, February 4, 1971

Encyclopedia To Honor Woolley, 
Committee To Suggest Successor

PROOFS OF HISTORY: Galley proofs of Volume III of the Encyclopedia 
of Southern Baptists are presented by Lynn E. May Jr., associate to the 
managing editor of the encyclopedia (center) and Terry L. Jones (right), 
editorial assistant to the publisher, W. J. Fallis, senior editor, Broadman Press 
(left). The proofs of the 608 page Encyclopedia volume, due for release 
May 15, were turned over to the publisher about a week after the death 
of Davis C. Woolley, managing editor of the Encyclopedia and executive 
secretary of the SBC Historical Commission. (BP) PHOTO.

NASHVILLE—The administrative com
mittee of the Southern Baptist Historical 
Commission suggested a memorial page in 
the Encyclopedia of Southern Baptists to 
honor Davis C. Woolley, the commission’s 
late executive secretary, and appointed a 
nominating committee to suggest a new 
executive.

The commission’s administrative commit
tee met here just one week after Woolley, 
who headed the commission for nearly 12 
years as executive secretary-treasurer, died 
of cancer.

Named chairman of the five-man nom
inating committee was Robert A. Baker, 
professor of church history at Southwestern 
Baptist Theological seminary, Fort Worth.

No time schedule was suggested, but W. 
Morgan Patterson, professor at Southern 
Baptist Theological seminary, Louisville, 
and chairman of the commission, said 
he hoped that the committee could nominate

Approximately 5000 students are enrolled 
in a junior college in Corpus Christi and a 
new upper level state college has been ap
proved for the area.

A school spokesman said the trustee 
action “does not presuppose that action will 
be taken to relate to the state,” and he added 
that “it also does not presuppose that such 
action will not be taken.” (BP) 

a new executive by the time of the next 
commission meeting, April 19-21, although 
this may not be possible.

In another action, the committee re
quested Lynn E. May Jr., research director 
of the commission, to “continue to provide 
interim leadership” for the commission staff, 
as he has done since Woolley was hos
pitalized on Sept 27.

The committee requested the editorial 
committee of the Southern Baptist Encyclo
pedia, Volume III, to approve of publishing 
an “in memorium” page in the Encyclopedia 
volume expected to be released May 15.

Woolley was managing editor of the 
Encyclopedia volume, which is designed to 
expand and update the content of Volumes 
I and II of the Encyclopedia published in 
1958, by presenting significant developments 
among Southern Baptists from 1956-70.

Only a few days after the committee's 
action, associate managing editor May and 
editorial assistant Terry L. Jones, turned 
over the revised and corrected galley proofs 
on the Encyclopedia to the publisher, Broad
man Press.

The volume includes 560 pages of articles 
and monographs and 48 pages of photo
graphs chronicling Southern Baptist history 
and developments during the 14 year period 
not covered by the previous two volumes. 
(BP)
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EDITORIALS__________________________________

Sunday School Board Changes

Organizational changes with significant and far-reach
ing consequences were announced last week by the Sun
day School Board of the Southern Baptist Convention. 
Changes centering around creation of five divisions will 
set the mold of this Board for the next 20 years or more.

What the Board means in the life of Southern Baptists 
will, in our judgment, depend to a large degree upon the 
five key men named in an accompanying story. For each 
of these, we pray God’s blessings as they seek His leader
ship.

Of especial importance to Southern Baptists is the 
election of Allen B. Cornish as head of the Church Serv
ices and Materials Division. Under this division will come 
areas of Bible Teaching, Church Training, Church Music, 
Student work, Administration, architecture, library and 
recreation. Related activities under this division include 
program, product, and marketing research, art program 
and product design, development, field services and 
product distribution. These functions are almost inclusive 
of the services offered by the Board to Baptist churches.

We are grateful that Dr. Cornish has been named to 
lead in this key position. He is a native Louisianian, son 
of a Baptist minister, former Sunday School Board serv
ant, and for 12 years now pastor of a growing church in 
another state. We believe him to be sound doctrinally, 
honest to deal with, practical in his approach to getting 
a job done, sensitive to Southern Baptist thought in every 
area, and with a keen sense of denominational loyalty. 
Cornish comes to this post with need of the prayers and 
support of Southern Baptists. He is a good man.

Don't Wait Until May

It was in May, 1970, that the Executive Board of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention instructed all parties with 
responsibility for budget preparation to make no increase 
in their budgets for the fiscal year November 1, 1970 
through October 31, 1971. These instructions from the 
Executive Board came in the light of a giving pattern for 
the first half of the convention’s fiscal year which had 
indicated a deficit for the year.

This is an urgent request early in 1971 to Tennessee 
Baptists to support all of our ministries through the

Page 4

Cooperative Program in such a way that a similar re
quest will not be necessary this May. Tennessee Baptist 
work has been curtailed to some degree because of the fact 
that for this fiscal year we operate on the same budget 
of the past fiscal year, with all costs for the same period 
a minimum of 6 per cent higher. Tennessee Baptists can 
do what they wish to do. Tennessee Baptists can give 
what they wish to give. Our ministries in Christ’s name are 
valid ministries and we believe they are necessary minis
tries.

May we encourage the churches to support faithfully 
and generously these ministries so that the budget may 
not only be met, but exceeded for this year. Our next fiscal 
year will almost certainly demand an increase in the total 
budget lest our work begin to show significant decline 
because of cutbacks. This is not, in our judgement, a time 
for Tennessee Baptists to admit defeat and to begin cutting 
back. We have the challenge, the motivation, and the 
resources to move forward. Let us move forward with 
confidence.

Baptist And Reflector



Youth Evangelism Conference
By Jennifer Bryon

Baptist young people discuss speakers at Youth Evangelism Conference.

Attendants at Youth Evangelism Confer
ence engrossed with proceedings as the pro
gram progressed.

A challenge. A call to commitment. 
Some 12,000 young people were confronted 
with this during the Youth Evangelism Con

ference in Nashville last 
weekend.

Speakers included 
preachers, denomination
al workers, football play
ers, and seminary and 
high school students. 
Young people—hippies 
and “straights” alike— 
listened as these told 
them what God wants to 
do and can do through

Bryon them.
UT football players

Steve Robinson and John Keller, Vander

bilt’s Denny Painter, and Memphis State 
student Loretta Moore, gave testimonies 
sharing similar experiences in which they 
had been acting at Christianity and ded
icated to the church instead of Christ.

Bill Glass, former Cleveland Browns’ de
fensive end and now an evangelist, chal
lenged the audience to “get up” for life.

“The Lord is not interested in losers,” 
said Glass. “Sure, the Bible is full of 
them, but God made them winners. He 
doesn’t intend for a loser to stay a loser. 
There is no way you can lose in Christ.”

In witnessing, Glass said don’t talk 
“churchese”. Just tell what Christ has done 
for you. He said Christians have an un
limited ability to serve the Lord if they 
only believe they can.

Arthur Blessitt, minister to the hippies on 
Hollywood’s Sunset Strip, urged the young 
people not to conform but to revolutionize 
the state for Jesus Christ.

"The World Needs God"
“We need to do something for Christ,” 

said Blessitt. “The world needs God!”
Blessitt interspersed his sermon with 

stories of different ways Christians can wit
ness. “If you’re shy, you can use ‘reds’ 
(Blessitt’s red stickers with sayings such 
as ‘Real peace is at the foot of the cross.’). 
You can blitz Nashville with reds!”

The next day red stickers dotted signs, 
buildings, and. posts in the Vanderbilt area.

“We need today, as Christian young 
people, to be consistent in belief, faithful 
in witness and dedicated to letting Jesus 
Christ flow through us,” stated Blessitt.

“He is good. Let him live. Let him direct 
you,” continued Blessitt before giving an 
invitation during which several hundred 
young people made their way to the plat
form.

Group Sessions
The Saturday morning smaller group ses

sions, led by seminary students, gave prac
tical helps on following through with the 
commitments of the night before. Several 
times, the young people were reminded 
Christianity is real; not a game; not a 
conference thing; but daily commitment.

In speaking of the need to love others, 
Bill Glass said on Saturday afternoon, he 
had never seen a winning football team that 
didn’t love each other.

“But we have a cause that is infinitely 
greater than getting a football across a 
line. Christians need to love each ether 
and non-Christians.”

Pointing out the persecution of the early 
Christians, Glass said today we need a New 
Testament breed of Christians who can 
admit that the world situation is desperate 
but will proclaim the gospel that can revolu
tionize it.

Before beginning the final message, Ken
neth Chafin, director of the Home Mission 
Board’s Division of Evangelism, stated it 
was interesting that the Youth Evange'ism 
Conference had been put on by the “estab
lishment”.

Figure Out Practical Applications
“I’m anxious and interested to know what 

is going to happen when we get back home.” 
said Chafin. “We often have trouble in 
translating what happens at a convention to 
the situation at home.”

He believes this problem arises because 
people get discouraged by the enormity of 
the Christian task in the world.

“We try to figure out all at once every
thing God wants us to do instead of finding 
out what the next step should be,” said 
Chafin.

In a clear, direct way, Chafin suggested 
possible decisions people in the audience 
needed to make. During a commitment 
period, he asked them simply to stand 
signifying they had heard God talking to 
them and were responding.

In closing Chafin said, “Now go home 
and figure out the practical applications of 
what God wants you to do.”

Music for the conference was provided 
by various youth choirs from throughout the 
state. Guest soloist was Myrtle Hall, soloist 
for Billy Graham and teacher at King’s 
College. After singing Friday evening, Miss 
Hall received a standing ovation and was 
greeted with applause when she sang Satur
day.

(Editor’s Note: Miss Bryon is associated 
with Broadman Press division of the Sunday 
School Board of the Southern Baptist Con
vention.)
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LAYMAN WITNESSING

THE GOSPEL CORNER
By James A. Lester

A unique witness for Our Lord strikes 
one’s eye immediately upon walking into 
the lounge-office of Taylor Aviation in 
Union City. The first glance is one of sur
prise. The second, a look of curiosity. The 
third glance called for a return trip to find 
out what happened, and why.

The witness: The Gospel Comer. It is an 
open Bible, with Scripture passages under
lined, and a tract rack adjacent to the Bible, 
atop the counter in the lounge of J. D. 
Taylor's flying business. It is the witness 
of Taylor and his wife to the reality of the 
Lord in their hearts. It witnesses also to 
the need which they felt some 15 years ago 
to begin some type of Christian witness in 
their business, because, as J. D. put it; “My 
wife and I decided quite some time ago 
when we first went into business here that 
we couldn't operate without having the Lord 
in our business, and we decided that if He 
is the center of our life at home, He should 
be in our business, so we decided we would 
try it.”

And J. D. Taylor’s testimony, backed 
completely by his wife, is that for the past 
13 years, The Gospel Corner has been the 
key to open doors to witness to the power 
of the Holy Spirit in the life of the human 
heart.

In nearly 25 years of “knocking about” 
airports in many states, the open Bible on 
the counter was a surprising sight, and a 
first, to this writer. Asked if the presence 
of the open Bible had any effect upon his 
business, J. D. made it rather clear that 
this wasn’t his first consideration; that a 
witness for the Lord was primary. However, 
he noted that his business has been a suc
cessful operation, and he is probably the 
oldest continuous fixed-base operator in 
Tennessee.

Questioned by some if he were not afraid 
to have the open Bible, he replied “we were 
afraid not to, because we depend on the 
Lord. He has never failed us. This is one 
way we can witness in our business. People 
come through here from all over the United 
States. They stop at that counter and turn 
through that Bible and go through our tract 

rack and pick up the tracts. We’ve seen a 
number of people come to know the Lord 
just through the witness of that Bible and 
that tract rack . .

Taylor became interested in flying first in 
1943. Not long after that he had to decide 
whether to go into the flying or mechanical- 
operational end of the business. His choice 
was the latter, and he became an aircraft 
mechanic; a highly technical field. Desig
nated as an Aircraft and Power mechanic, 
with an inspector’s rating, this boils down 
to the fact that J. D. can rebuild airplanes 
and airplane engines, and certify them as 
airworthy for flight. His son Bob, a dea
con at First Baptist church, Union City, is 
a pilot, and in charge of flight operations 
which for that airport, serving Martin and 
Union City, is rather extensive.

The “proprietor” of The Gospel Corner 
is a member of the Sidonia Baptist church, 
himself a deacon, and active in church af
fairs. He visits for his own church in the 
community some eight miles southwest of 
Martin. He is quite definite in the fact that 
he came to know the Lord personally when 
he was 11, and throughout a two-hour inter
view, Taylor kept referring to the reliance 
which he and his family placed upon the 
leadership of the Holy Spirit in the opera
tion of their business.

Quick to give his wife credit for The 
Gospel Corner, Taylor takes satisfaction 
also in the fact that his daughter also is 
a working Christian.

Quite sincerely, and without apology, Tay
lor said of his business: “We never make 
a move—I don’t—if J buy an airplane, I 
say, ‘Now Lord, you help me.’ I pray 
about it. I have to. That’s because I don’t 
have the wisdom or the knowledge or the 
understanding of the complexities of our 
modern business world to make decisions 
without the leadership of the Holy Spirit.”

And the interview went on and on, at this 
writer’s insistance. J. D. takes no credit for 
anything good which has come out of this 
witnessing effort. He says concerning the 
possible number of people who have made 
professions of faith: “We don’t know. Only 
the Lord knows. We’ll be able to find out 
about it one of these days. But the Lord 
only knows how many people have been 
saved by the influence of God’s Word—not 
me and my wife . . .”

But for J. D. Taylor, his wife, and son 
Bob, they are involved in a secular busi
ness which they obviously enjoy, and in this 
business they have opportunity daily to 
witness concerning their Saviour; a fact in 
which they obviously take joy.

Unique—yes, The Gospel Corner at 
Taylor Aviation in Union City is a worth
while example of how committed Christians,

West Knoxville Church 
Plans Relocation Soon

West Knoxville church, Knoxville, plans 
to relocate and begin construction of a new 
chapel and educational building immediate
ly, according to Billy Wood Wallace, interim 
pastor.

The present property and building have 
been purchased by unidentified developers.

The new 175-seat chapel and educational 
unit will cost approximately $80,000. Fu
ture plans call for a new sanctuary and 
additional educational facilities.

The new buildings will be of contempo
rary architecture. The buildings will be 
made of concrete block faced with a light 
beige brick with stained glass windows from 
the present church building. The chapel will 
be constructed in such a way that it can be 
converted into more educational rooms later. 
The educational facility will have one large 
room that can be partitioned for classrooms 
or used as a fellowship and/or dining hall. 
A well-equipped nursery and kitchen will 
also be included.

Arab Music Council Formed;
SBC Missionary Participates

BEIRUT—A Southern Baptist missionary 
on the faculty of the Arab Baptist The
ological seminary here was one of two non
Arabs participating in the organizational 
meeting of the Arab Council of Music in 
Tripoli, Libya.

J. Conrad Willmon, professor of music, 
religious education and church administra
tion in the seminary, attended the five-day 
meeting held to approve a charter and con
stitution for the council.

Willmon was made an official delegate be
cause of his qualifications and musical activi
ties in the Arab world, reported Mrs. 
Frances Fuller, missionary press representa
tive. (BP)

taking the Lord into partnership, find a 
happy Christian life, and an opportunity 
to witness daily.

Builder of Airplanes
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Stewardship Commission Honors 
Merrill D. Moore On Retirement

NASHVILLE—On the eve of his retire
ment as executive director-treasurer, the 
Stewardship Commission of the Southern 
Baptist Convention paid tribute to Merrill 
D. Moore as “Mr. Stewardship” in the na
tion’s largest Protestant denomination.

Moore, who has served as chief execu
tive for the commission since it was or
ganized in 1961, was honored at a ban
quet sponsored by the commission, which 
adopted a resolution the following day ex
pressing appreciation for Moore’s service.

The resolution praised Moore for render
ing “superior leadership in stewardship pro
motion for over 23 years” in the SBC.

Before becoming executive director
treasurer of the commission in 1961, 
Moore was director of stewardship pro
motion for the Southern Baptist Execu
tive Committee for 13 years.
The resolution also cited Moore’s min

istry as a pastor, state denominational 
worker, college president, and Southern 
Baptist denominational leader for almost 47 
years.

During the retirement testimonial dinner 
sponsored by the commission, more than a 
score of co-workers and friends stood to 
give brief testimonies of Moore’s influence 
in their own lives and work.

Repeatedly, the testimonies praised 
Moore’s role in bringing the Stewardship 
Commission into being as an agency of the 
SBC, his role in producing materials for 
the Forward Program of Church Finance 
used by SBC churches in their stewardship 
efforts, and the influence of his book, 
“Found Faithful.” Several called him “Mr. 
Stewardship” in the SBC.

Robert Lee, executive secretary of the 
Louisiana Baptist Convention, in a special 
tribute to Moore at the close of the testi
mony period, called Moore “one of the 
hardest working and prolific workers I’ve 
ever known.”

During the banquet, a musical skit writ
ten by Frank Hart Smith of the SBC Sun
day School Board’s church recreation de
partment was presented, describing the per
sonality of Moore and emphasizing his 
hobby as a sportsman and bird watcher. 
It was entitled, “A Million Moore in ’54.”

At the close of the banquet, the 
commission presented to Moore a com
plete outfit of clothing—suit, sport 
coat, all weather coat, hat, shoes, shirt 
and tie. To Mrs. Moore, the commis
sion presented a silver pitcher.
“We love this man,” said William Pur

due, secretary of the commission and pas
tor of First Baptist church, Kingsport, 
Tenn., who made the presentation. “There 

just isn’t enough money in the world to 
buy you all the gifts we’d like,” he told 
Moore.

Joe L. Ingram, chairman of the commis
sion and executive secretary-elect of the 
Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma, 
presided at the testimonial dinner, held at 
Immanuel Baptist church where Moore was 
pastor before assuming SBC-wide steward
ship responsibilities.

Previously, Moore had been pastor of 
Baptist churches in Newport, Tenn., Selma, 
Ala., New Salem, Ky., Albany, Ind., and 
Money, Miss. He has also been president 
of Tennessee college for Women, Murfrees
boro, Tenn., and a field worker in the Sun
day School department of the Mississippi 
Baptist Convention.

A native of Mississippi, he is a graduate 
of Mississippi college, Clinton, Miss., and 
Southern Baptist Theological seminary, 
Louisville.

His retirement is effective Jan. 31, at age 
65. James V. Lackey, former senior staff 
assistant for the commission, assumes the 
position as executive director on Feb. 1. 
(BP)

Reduced Rates For Clergy 
Still Apply, Railroads Say

NEW YORK—The Eastern Clergy 
Bureau of the Eastern Railroad Association 
has announced that most major lines will 
continue to offer 25 per cent reduced fares 
to clergymen in 1971.

The special rates are available for all 
ordained or licensed clergy, nuns, seminari
ans and missionaries, according to Harry 
Schulte, manager of the Eastern Clergy 
Bureau.

He said some 2000 clergy have bought 
coupon books for the year. The books— 
containing 50 coupons which can be used 
to buy reduced tickets—are issued upon an 
application fee of $14 each.

Applications for the coupon books have 
been declining each year, Schulte reported. 
He said 4000 were sold last year and 8000 
the year before. “About 30 years ago, we 
used to sell 50,000—at $2 a book,” he re
called.

Schulte pointed out that the coupons can 
be used only for travel within the geograph
ical area covered by the Eastern Clergy 
Bureau.

Clergy wishing to receive reduced fares 
for travel outside the Eastern area would 
have to apply to clergy bureaus in those 
districts for information on reduced rates. 
(RNS)

Mid State Churches Map 
Plans For Home Crusade

Plans are under way in Middle Tennessee 
Baptist churches for $675,000 for construc
tion of 10 cottages on the Franklin campus 
of the Tennessee Baptist Children’s Homes, 
Inc., according to James M. Gregg.

Gregg, director of the Tennessee Baptist 
Children’s Homes, Inc., pointed out that 
some 600 churches in the Middle Tennessee 
area—from the Tennessee river to Cross
ville—would be contacted between now and 
March 31 to contribute to the “Home for 
Homeless Children” crusade.

The crusade, authorized by the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention in 1969, is planned for 
Middle Tennessee since Tennessee Baptists 
operate homes in Chattanooga and Mem
phis.

The Franklin home currently cares for 
approximately 100 children. Present facili
ties of the Franklin branch have been in 
use since the campus was occupied in 1^10, 
and are out-dated. The 10 new cottages, 
with two already nearing completion, will 
provide a new concept in child-care min
istries, and will move the children from 
a dormitory-type environment to small coU 
tages, with 10 children and houseparents.

Gregg has reported that of the $675,000 
goal, $194,369.04 in cash and pledges has 
been received.

Churches will be asked to either give 
or make pledges payable over a three-year 
period between now and March 31, when 
the crusade ends officially.

Arkansas Launches Drive
To Bolster Giving Trends

LITTLE ROCK, Ark.—The Executive 
Board of the Arkansas Baptist State Con
vention named two Little Rock pastors to 
head a three-year promotional campaign 
aimed at bolstering giving trends among 
Baptist churches in the state.

The campaign would provide more sup
port for the Cooperative Program unified 
plan of giving, and capital need funds for 
the convention’s two colleges, Ouachita Bap
tist college, Arkadelphia, and Southern 
Baptist college, Walnut Ridge, Ark.

Named to head the campaign were W. O. 
Vaught Jr., pastor of Immanuel Baptist 
church here and Rheubin L. South, pastor 
of Park Hill Baptist church, North Little 
Rock, serving as co-chairman.

An endorsed by the state convention last 
November, the campaign will emphasize the 
Cooperative Program in 1971, Ouachita 
university in 1972, and Southern Baptist 
college in 1973.

In other action, the board voted to create 
a new department of work called the Stew
ardship-Cooperative Program department, 
and voted to employ a full-time department 
head. Charles Ashcraft, executive secretary 
of the convention, said he hopes to have a 
recommendation for the new position soon. 
(BP)
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Sunday School Board Asks Authors 
To Rewrite Commentary Volume I

NASHVILLE—After two hours of de
bate on a committee report concerning 
Volume I of the Broadman Bible Commen
tary, the Southern Baptist Sunday School 
Board voted here to ask for rewriting of 
the Genesis and Exodus sections by the 
original authors, G. Henton Davies and Roy 
D. Honeycutt.

The action, with a few dissenting votes, 
was on an amendment to the recommenda
tion of the special board committee chaired 
by Allen B. Cornish of Columbus, Ga.

The committee recommended that the 
two authors and the general editor, Clifton 
J. Allen, be asked “to accept such a task 
(the rewriting), hopeful that it will be pos
sible for this work to be done during the 
summer and fall of 1971 and thus make 
possible the publication of a revised edition 
of Volume I following the publication of 
the remaining volumes of the commentary.”

The amendment which was finally ap
proved was introduced by Nashville pastor 
Roger Shelton. For the words “such a 
task,” it substituted the language of a 
motion adopted by the Southern Baptist 
Convention in Denver, last June, by asking 
the authors to accept “the task of rewriting 
Volume I of the commentary with due con
sideration of the conservative viewpoint.”

The committee recommendation was 
based on explorations it had requested 
from a subcommittee consisting of Cornish, 
Allen and James L. Sullivan, executive sec
retary-treasurer of the Sunday School 
Board.

At the request of the full commit
tee, Davies, who is principal of Re
gent’s Park college, Oxford, England, 
and Honeycutt, professor of Old 
Testament at Midwestern Baptist The
ological seminary, Kansas City, were 
written concerning the problem. They 
indicated a willingness to explore a 
revision of their material in trying to 
achieve a positive response to the re
quest of the convention.
In a report which the special committee 

gave to the full board, five agreements by 
the two scholars were listed:

“1. They have agreed to explore a re
vision of their materials subject to further 
discussion concerning the extent and na
ture of the revision. This is not to be 
understood as involving major alterations 
or a redirection of the main thrust of the 
treatment of the issues of a given book.

“2. They are willing to engage in this 
effort to resolve a problem in the spirit of 
Christian conciliation, in response to a 
pragmatic situation and not as a matter 
of conviction that the material calls for 
revision.

“3. They feel that the general editor, 
representing Broadman Press, should take 

the initiative in pointing out areas which 
he feels may be helpfully rewritten and ap
proaches which he feels can contribute to 
a resolution of the problem, particularly 
matters which may be improved by clarifi
cation of alternative viewpoints for more 
effective communication. The general editor 
has expressed a willingness to follow this 
procedure and accept this responsibility.

“4. The authors and the general 
editor are committing themselves to un
dertake this revision of Volume I in
sisting on maintaining their integrity 
while at the same time pledging to do 
all that is feasible to achieve a posi
tive response to the request first made 
by the Southern Baptist Convention.
“5. The authors involved and the general 

editor are asking that what they undertake 
in good faith will be accepted in good faith 
by the board and will have its acceptance 
and support.”

The focal point in the lengthy discussion 
seemed to be the desire of the elected board 
to respond positively to the action of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, a board offi
cial said. Disgressions seemed to hinge on 
meanings of words in the background state
ment, intentions and theological positions 
of persons involved, and actual content of 
the commentary.

The extent of the “acceptance and sup
port” expected on the part of board mem
bers was discussed by Shelton, who asked: 
“Are we to accept it before we see what 
they have written?”

Sunday School Board Elects 
Key Leadership Personnel (Cont. from p. 1)

Turner Livingstone Daniel

School Board, Cornish is the only new divi
sion head not currently employed by the 
board.

In addition to the five division directors, 
the board also elected an assistant to Corn
ish, and three group directors to coordinate 
the work of departments within the Church

James Potter, a Charlotte, N.C. pastor, 
suggested his feeling that “acceptance 
doesn’t mean we concur. We’re talking 
about acceptance of a deed.”

Board President Conrad Willard of 
Miami, Fla., along with Cornish, sug
gested that this term in the report 
implied acceptance in the same way 
the volume was first accepted by the 
board; acceptance of the overall work 
of the commentary, rather than agree
ment with all theological stances.
Jonas Stewart, Tennessee Baptist Foun

dation executive, raised a question concern
ing the proposed rewriting. “Did not they 
do the best they could to begin with? I 
think they gave us the best they have. If 
they did less, I have a question as to their 
integrity.”

Hankins Parker, a pastor from Miami 
Springs, Fla., stated that “the position we 
are taking is that these men in rewriting 
must be true to what they have already 
written. The commentary expresses many 
points of view.”

Allen made a lengthy general statement 
concerning the background of the commen
tary project. He noted that in the projection 
and preparation of the work, “there was no 
thought that it could be official.”

The general editor stated that it is “futile 
to publish a Bible commentary supposed to 
be the work of reputable scholars and have 
it be divided into theological stances and 
camps, one to be branded conservative and 
the other branded liberal, when none of 
the commentary is really ‘liberal.’ ” He also 
noted that the Baptist position is “to come 
to the Bible individually with freedom, and 
we can’t have any ‘the’ position.” (BP)

Services and Materials Division.
Morton F. Rose, presently programs de

sign consultant for the Board’s Education 
Division, was named assistant to the direc
tor of the Church Services and Materials 
Division.

Named to head the three groups of the
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Tennessee News Briefs
First church, Jonesboro, Samuel Dean, 

pastor, has ordained Tom Chase as a dea
con.

Fort Robinson church, Holston associa
tion, A. Tom Crawford, pastor, has or
dained William Benny Powers into the gos
pel ministry. Powers is a student at South
eastern Baptist Theological seminary, Wake 
Forest, N.C.

First Chilhowee Baptist church, Chil
howee association, has changed its name 
to First Baptist church of Seymour. Joe 
Orr is pastor.

West Hills church, Holston association, 
has installed carpeting. O. E. Bradshaw is 
pastor.

Piney Level church, Chilhowee associa
tion, has ordained Bruce Russell, Ted Wil
son, Larry Coulter, Mike Tipton, Von Bor
ing, Paul Nuchols, Gerald Tipton, and 
Billy Nuchols as deacons. Roy Tipton is 
pastor.

The annual Evangelistic Conference for 
Chilhowee association will be held Feb. 8 
at First church, Maryville, William Harbin, 
pastor.

Antioch church, Holston association, has 
ordained Glenn Bettis and David Hill as 
deacons. Phil Gass is pastor.

O. C. Anderson is serving as interim 
pastor at Hulen church, Holston associa
tion.

The department B, Youth department, 
Wilhite church, Stone association, has 
edited the third edition of the new church 
paper, Insight. A monthly publication, the 
new paper has the following serving as its 
staff: Gary Ray, editor; Barbara Minnear, 
typist; Darrel Davis and Connie Stoops, 
typists and reporters; Jim Davis, artist; 
Fred Vaughn, by passer; and Aubrey 
Ducker, adviser.

Funeral services were held in Memphis 
recently for William B. Stephens, father 
of Mrs. R. Brown Hughes, Southern Baptist 
missionary to Trinidad. She and her hus
band may be addressed at P. O. Box 353, 
Saint John’s, Antigua, British West Indies.

Poplar Avenue church, Memphis, has 
named their new educational building the 
Inez Martin Children’s Building in honor 
of the wife of pastor Gerald Martin, and 
her 15 years’ service with children at Pop
lar Avenue. The new building is for chil
dren ages birth through eight years.

First church, Rutherford, sent their pas
tor, Edwin R. Alexander, on a 10-day Bible 
Lands Tour and Seminar with Wayne De
honey, of Louisville, Ky. during January.

According to school officials, Belmont 
college, Nashville will offer the bachelor 
of music degree beginning with the 1971- 
72 school year. The degree will include 
majors in performance, church music, and 
music education. Belmont’s music faculty 
is now composed of two members with the 
doctor’s degree, five members with advanced 
graduate work, and one on leave working 
on a doctorate. Classroom, studio, and prac
tice facilities are found in Massey auditori
um on the campus. Jerry L. Warren is 
chairman of the Fine Arts department.

Carson-Newman college, Jefferson City, 
has established an open curriculum program 
for students with superior ability, according 
to Walter Guyton, academic dean. The pur
pose of the program is to allow students 
with superior ability to use the existing 
courses, curriculum, and programs to struc
ture an individualized program of studies 
with guidance and assistance from a qual
ified advisor. Students who participate in the 
program will not be required to take any 
specific course of study, meet the basic re
quirements, or declare a major.

Leadership Changes
First church, Lebanon, has called Tom 

Henry as pastor. He will begin his new 
duties March 1. A native of Memphis, 

Henry is a graduate of 
Georgetown college (Ky.) 
and Southern Baptist 
Theological seminary. He 
is currently pastor of 
Bashford Manor Baptist 
church, Louisville, Ky. 
He is also vice presi
dent of the Kennedy 
Baptist Pastors’ confer
ence, evangelism secre
tary for Long Run 
Association of Baptists, 
and recreational director 

Baptist assembly, operated 
by Kentucky Baptists. Mrs. Henry is the 
former Ann Barber of Winchester, Ky. 
They have one daughter, Amy, seven.

Rufus H. Moore has been called as pas
tor of Highland Park Baptist church Jack- 
son. He is presently serving as pastor of 
South Side church, Martin. A graduate of 
Union university and Southern Baptist The
ological seminary, Moore served formerly 
on the faculty of Tennessee School of Reli
gion at UT Martin branch and chaplain for 
230th Engineer Battalion of Tennessee Na
tional Guard.

M. L. Prowse resigned as superintendent 
of missions for Sequatchie Valley Baptist as
sociation to become education director for 
Hamilton County Baptist association effec
tive Feb. 15.

S. S. Board Elects Key Leaders
(Continued from page 8)

Church Services and Materials Division 
were: James H. Daniel, study and research 
consultant, church program services group 
director; Charles R. Livingstone, manager 
of the Sunday School department, church 
program organizations group director; and 
David P. Turner, manager of the budget 
and accounting staff, central support serv
ices group director.

The Church Services and Materials Divi
sions will be comprised of the four groups: 
church program services, church program 
organizations, central support services, and 
National Student Ministries.

Activities in the church program services 
group include church administration, church 
architecture, church library, and church 
recreation; the church program organiza
tions group includes Bible study, church 
training and church music; and the central 
support services group will include pro
gram, product and marketing research, art, 
and marketing services.

National Student Ministries, now known 
as the student department, will continue to 
be headed by Charles Roselle.

The Church Program and Services Divi
sion will have major responsibilities for 
preparation, production and distribution of 
Convention Press materials and church 
literature, and for field services and pro
gram promotion work.

The Broadman Division will be respon
sible for the general preparation and 
distribution of books, films and filmstrips, 
music, church supplies, furniture and equip
ment.

Baptist Book Store operations will con
tinue to be the responsibility of the Book 
Store Division.

The Assemblies Division will be com
prised of Ridgecrest Baptist Assembly, 
Ridgecrest, N.C., and Glorieta Baptist As
sembly, Glorieta, N.M.

Business and other services which can 
best be rendered on a boardwide basis will 
be grouped in the management services di
vision, according to the reorganization 
plan.

Three staff offices—editorial secretary, 
personnel and public relations—continue in 
their direct reporting relationship to the 
executive office.

Cornish will join the board staff March 
1, and along with all of the newly named 
personnel, will begin work on the remainder 
of the reorganization plan. The directors 
will assume their official management roles 
and the new organization will become ef
fective Oct. 1.

For Sale
70 Opera Type Choir Chairs. Up

holstered. Good Condition. Reply to 
Dept. L, Baptist And Reflector, P. O. Box 
647, Brentwood, Tenn. 37027, Phone 
(615) 833-4220.
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Crisis In Retirement Incomes 
Causes Grim Life For Elderly

WASHINGTON—A report released here 
by a special Senate committee paints a grim 
picture of life for millions of elderly Amer
icans and those approaching retirement. It 
predicts that unless the nation makes a new 
commitment to the problems of retired per
sons “a new group of aged poor is in the 
making.”

“A most distressing fact—a disgrace in a 
nation pledged to an all-out war on poverty 
—is that there was an increase in both the 
number and the proportion of aged poor 
between 1968 and 1969,” the Senate Special 
Committee on Aging said. Its report, “Eco
nomics of Aging,” was released after a two- 
year study. Sen. Harrison A. Williams Jr., 
(D., N.J.) is chairman of the committee.

One out of every four Americans 
over 65 is living in poverty, according 
to the report. Statistics compiled by the 
committee show that in 1969 there was 
an increase of almost 200,000 persons 
over 65 in the poverty population. 
The one in four figure is in contrast 
to a ratio of one in nine for persons 
under 65 with poverty-level incomes.
During its two years of studying the 

special problems of the aged, it became 
clear, the report stated, “that the committee 
had an obligation to declare that the retire
ment income problem in the United States 
had become a retirement income crisis.”

Among the many recommendations in the 
report, the committee asked for an Institute 
on Retirement Income to “conduct studies 

More than 500,000 readers have 
selected THE X|W SCOFIELD 

Reference Bible with Concordance

and make recommendations designed to 
enable individuals to enjoy an adequate 
retirement income.”

The institute, the report stated, would 
be a “think tank” concerned with all aspects 
of retirement income—private pensions, 
Social Security and other systems of re
tirement assistance, not necessarily limited 
to existing plans or programs.

The “unnoticed crisis” among retired 
persons was attributed by the com
mittee to “generally inadequate retire
ment incomes. This has been intensi
fied, the report said by new demands 
upon that income. In addition to over
all inflation, the report noted increased 
property taxes making it impossible for 
many homeowners to hold on to their 
homes, and the skyrocketing costs in 
medicine and health care.
As an example, the committee reported 

that in fiscal year 1969 the average health 
bill for a person 65 or older was $692, an 
amount six times that for a youth and 
two and one-half times that for a person 
aged 19-64.

Medicare, the government’s program for 
elderly medical care, provides less than 
50 per cent of all health care costs of the 
elderly, the report said.

Another problem contributing to lower 
incomes among retired persons is wide
spread unemployment among workers 45 
years old or older. Since January 1969, ac
cording to the report, unemployment in this
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edition?
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Methodist Bishop Cites 
Amended Flag Pledge

PITTSBURGH—An amendment to the 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was among 
the recommendations presented to President 
Nixon from a forum on “Crisis in Values” 
held at the White House Conference on 
Children.

United Methodist Bishop Roy C. Nichols 
of Pittsburgh, chairman of the forum, re
ported that the group proposed an “act of 
personal dedication” be included in the 
pledge.

Their revised pledge would read:
“I pledge allegiance to the flag of the 
United States of America and to the 
republic for which it stands, and ded
icate myself to the task of making it 
one nation, under God, indivisible, with 
liberty and justice for all.”
The report placed special stress on the 

new wording, designed “to provide Amer
icans of all ages, races and cultures with 
a realistic affirmative pledge to deepen our 
commitment to a truly free, truly respon
sible, and truly united society.”

The “Crisis in Values” forum also called 
upon the President to “rigorously assert” his 
leadership “to restore confidence and unity 
in national purpose.”

A major part of the “deep trouble of chil
dren and families,” the report declared, 
stems from the “existing contradictions be
tween the stated values of our institutions 
and the values implied by their actual be
havior.” (RNS) 

age group has had a 71 per cent increase, 
jumping from 596,000 unemployed persons 
to 1,017,000.

Also in this age group, unemployment 
lasts longer and the jobless worker has 
a harder time finding new employment. This 
condition has led many persons, the com
mittee said, to retire earlier, thus taking 
reduced Social Security benefits.

• One out of every four Americans, 65 
and over, now is forced to live on a poverty
level income, the Senate Special Committee 
on Aging reported recently. “A most dis
tressing fact—a disgrace in a nation pledged 
to an all-out war on poverty—is that there 
was an increase in both the number and the 
proportion of aged poor between 1968 and 
1969. ... In 1969, there were approximate
ly 4.8 million people aged 65 and older 
who were living in poverty, almost 200,000 
more than in 1968,” the panel said in a 
report on “Economics of Aging.” (The 
Nashville Tennessean, 1/18/71)
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AN EXPLOSIVE MOTION PICTURE

Now playing in limited engagements at selected theaters. Watch your newspaper 
for the schedule in your city. Join the Advance Ticket Sales Campaign as THE CROSS 
AND THE SWITCHBLADE becomes a life-transforming experience in your community.

ACCLAIMED BY CRITICS
"I found the film to be a genuinely moving spiritual experi
ence. Kudos from this corner to Dick Ross & Associates for 
putting their ideals where too many others are putting their 
foul mouths.”

Richard Buffum, Los Angeles Times

"The Cross and the Switchblade has got to be one of this 
season’s finest films. Gripping suspense to the end is made 
all the more emphatic because the action you’re seeing de
picts real incidents.”

Ann Terrill, Santa Ana Register

"A dynamic expression of the conflicts facing youth particu
larly related to the drug scene.... It 'dramatically conveys the 
fact that the generation gap can be bridged by adults who 
have the understanding, courage and concern to get in
volved.’.’

Crawford Adams, MD; Vanderbilt University Medical School

“A tremendous impact on youth.... It is almost like being 
right there with Dave Wilkerson in Harlem .. .the film has an 
even greater impact than the book.”

John Williams, Southern Baptist Convention

“The gang fights are the most realistic ever put on film. Cap
tures the sharp realism of the ghetto that can be recognized 
as true by anyone who has ever lived there.... David Wilker
son's misadventure in the New York superghetto is one that 
will stay with them (the audience) for some time.”

Eve Martin Lohmann, Los Angeles Herald Examiner

"Literally stunning in its impact and tension. The portrayal of 
gang members is particularly vivid ... the evangelist’s inno
cence was appalling. It left me thinking that I can’t do that 
kind of work, but thank God somebody is.”

Winston H. Taylor, United Methodist Church

"Pat Boone communicates the redeeming love of Christ and 
the acceptance of persons as they are, which is at the heart 
of a redemptive ministry.”

S. Franklin Mack, United Church of Christ

“The film concentrates on the story to be told, wastes no time 
and makes a terrific impact.”

Lawrence H. Janssen, American Baptist Home Mission Societies

Presented by
DICK ROSS & ASSOCIATES

Starring PAT BOONE as David Wilkerson with ERIK ESTRADA • JACKIE GIROUX 
DINO DeFILIPPI • JO-ANN ROBINSON • Screenplay by DON MURRAY and JAMES BONNET 
Music by RALPH CARMICHAEL • Directed by DON MURRAY • Produced by DICK ROSS

GP FILMED IN EASTMANCOLOR / PRINTS BY TECHNICOLOR
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UNIFORM SERIES
Sunday School Lesson for February 7, 1971 

PERSISTENCE IN PRAYER
By Howard S. Kolb, Pastor

Audubon Park Baptist Church, Memphis

Kolb

Bible Study Passage: Luke 11:5-13; 18:1-8

The gospel of Luke gives prominence to 
prayer in the life of Jesus. Luke tells us 
that Jesus prayed at His baptism (Luke 

3:31), after cleansing the 
leper (Luke 5:16), before 
calling the Twelve (Luke 
6:12), at the Great Con
fession (Luke 9:18), on 
the Mount of Trans
figuration (Luke 9:28), 
on the Cross (Luke 23: 
34), and at His death 
(Luke 23:46). The prayer 
life of Jesus is precious 
to Luke and to every 
child of God.

The Parable of the
Three Friends (Luke 11:5-13) and the Par
able of the Widow and the Judge (Luke 
18:1-8) are parables that have to do with 
prayer. Both parables are found only in 
Luke’s gospel. The main point, the salient 
point of the twin parables, is persistence 
in prayer. They teach us much about per
sistence in prayer. Their lessons are of 
utmost importance to the one who desires 
a life of persistent prayer.
I. Persistence in Prayer Assures Us of An 

Answer to Our Prayers (Luke 11:5-8).
The Parable of the Three Friends tells 

of a man who had an unexpected guest to 
arrive at midnight. He came at the least 
favorable hour of the day and caught his 
friend without any food to set before him. 
The man goes to another friend to secure 
three loaves of bread. He knocked on the 
door and cried to his friend inside, explain
ing the arrival of his guest. The friend in
side said: “stop troubling me, the door is 
locked, I am in bed, and I am not willing 
to disturb my household to give you the 
bread.” However, the friend on the outside 
persists in his request. Finally the friend 
on the inside arises and gives him not only

WATER HEATERS
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Inexpensive. Completely automatic. Also, 
fiberglass baptistries, spires and crosses.

LITTLE GIANT MANUFACTURING CO.
P.O. BOX 518 / 907 SEVENTH STREET / ORANGE, TEXAS 77630

RUGEL 
CHURCH FURNITURE 

Morristown, Tenn. 37814 
615-586-2530

three loaves but as many as he needed.
We must persist in our praying if we 

expect an answer.
H. Persistence in Prayer Unlocks God’s 

Storehouse of Blessings (Luke 11:9-10).
The three present imperatives “ask,” 

“seek,” and “knock” means we should ever 
be asking, seeking, and knocking. If we 
continue asking, seeking, and knocking, 
then, God unlocks His storehouse to pour 
out His marvelous blessings on us. God is 
ready to give to man, but man needs to ask. 
He needs to ask often. He needs to ask re
peatedly.
IH. Persistence in Prayer Brings Us What 

We Need (Luke 11:11-13).
God is not going to give us the wrong 

gift. When we persist in prayer God will 
give us the right gift, His best gift. An 
earthly father will not give his son a stone 
when he asks for bread, a serpent when 
he asks for a fish, nor a scorpion when he 
asks for an egg. An earthly father simply 
would not take advantage of his little one’s 
ignorance and give him the wrong gift. 
Since earthly fathers know how to give 
good gifts, then how much more does God 
know how to give the best gifts. The argu
ment is from the less to the greater God’s 
greatest gift is the Holy Spirit. It is the 
summum bonum which God bestows.

Persistence in prayer is the assurance that 
God will give His children what is required 
in life, even His best gift.
IV. Persistence in Prayer Will Make Us 

Strong (Luke 18:1).
Jesus said men ought always pray. Paul 

said it too (Eph. 6:18; I Thess. 5:17)! Per
sistence in prayer is a spiritual obligation. 
Persistence in prayer will keep us from 
fainting, from giving in to the pressure of 
evil, from turning into a coward, from losing 
heart, from behaving badly and denying the 
faith. If a man will persist in prayer he will 
be made strong.
V. Persistence in Prayer Enables Us to 

Overcome Our Adversaries (Luke 18: 
2-7).

The Parable of the Widow and the Judge 
gives assurance that God will deal justly in 
judging the wicked and avenging the right
eous. If a heartless and godless judge will 
avenge a helpless widow because of her 
“continual coming,” may not God do more 
than a judge who feared not God nor re
garded man. God can be trusted to care 
for those who trust Him.
VI. Persistence in Prayer Insures Faith at 

the Coming Again of Our Blessed Lord 
(Luke 18:8).

Personally
By James A. Lester

There is a story elsewhere in this issue 
concerning Guaranty Bond and Securities, 
Inc.

There are indications 
that the U.S. District 
Court will permit the 
firm to operate under a 
receiver, permitting the 
firm to fulfill commit
ments to churches 
throughout the nation 
with whom they are do
ing business.

Guaranty Bond has 
been a consistent adver
tiser with Baptist And 
Reflector, and it is for 

this reason, perhaps, that I express these 
sentiments in a personal column.

The firm has always paid its bills to us 
promptly for advertising. This says some
thing to me. In nine years, the firm has 
dealt with more than 800 churches, placing 
bond issues totaling $124 million, with no 
default on any bonds. This, also, says 
something.

I have talked with persons involved at 
every level. Their general impression is 
that with permission of the court to op
erate under a receiver for a time to permit 
the handling of accounts for which they 
currently are under contract, that the firm 
will be able to deliver satisfactorily upon 
their promises. We have reported factually 
events in the case. We have not commented 
editorially. I cannot, and would not, pre
judge the outcome of this civil (not criminal) 
action. Guidelines for operation of church 
bond firms may be a little hazy in the first 
place, and these guidelines may have been 
the occasion for the problem in the first 
instance.

This, therefore, is simply a personal 
opinion and maybe a suggestion. Given 
time, I think that the firm will serve Ten
nessee Baptist churches properly, and that 
no one will be the loser. I would hate to 
see too many line up at the “trough” de
manding instant satisfaction, when a few 
days or weeks probably would answer their 
problems on a satisfactory and permanent 
basis. If this is not the case, then there is 
time for further action.

This verse is difficult to interpret. The 
question indicates the fewness of those who 
will have faith at the coming again of our 
Lord. What kind of faith is Jesus talking 
about? It is faith in Jesus who will vindicate 
the righteous. It is the faith manifested by 
the widow who typifies faith in persistent 
prayer. Those who pray persistently stand 
fast; those who do not pray persistently will 
not stand fast.

How much of our weaknesses and failures 
is due to our failure to persist in prayer? 
We need to give ourselves to prayer, per
sistent prayer!
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Four Tennessee Churches To Host 
Leadership Readiness Conferences

Four Leadership Readiness Conferences 
will be held in February across Tennessee 
for the purpose of assisting pastors, church 
staff, and church council members in mak
ing plans for 1971-72. Charles L. Norton, 
secretary, Church Training department, 
Tennessee Baptist Convention, is serving 
as coordinator for these conferences.

The first two conferences will be held at 
First church, Murfreesboro, Feb. 18 and 
and First church, Jackson, Feb. 19. The 
other conferences will be held at First 
church, Morristown, Feb. 22 and First 
church, Athens, Feb. 23.

The Baptist Sunday School Board, 
Brotherhood Commission, Home Mission 
Board, Stewardship Commission, and Wo
man’s Missionary Union of the Southern 
Baptist Convention will be represented at 
these conferences, as these leaders assist 
the staff of the Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion.

The conferences will involve analyzing 
problems and opportunities encountered in 
using the new 70’s materials, methods, and 
organizations, as well as exploring ideas 
that will help the church in its planning, 
training, and launching church goals for 
1971-72. A packet of materials for use by 
associations in conducting Launching Night, 
Sept. 14, including all programs of the 
church, will also be presented and ex
plained.

Staff members of the Sunday School 
Board involved in the conferences in Mur
freesboro and Jackson include: William 
Halbert, Church Administration; John 
Hack, Church Library; Richard Ham, 
Church Music; Maines Rawls (team leader), 
Church Recreation; Norman Hodges, 
Church Training; and L. J. Newton, Jr., 
Sunday School. Others assisting include: 
W. J. Isbell, Brotherhood Commission; L. 
E. Lawson and Russell Bennett, Home Mis
sion Board; Paul Allison, Stewardship Com
mission; and Bernice Elliott, Woman’s 
Missionary Union.

Staff members of the Sunday School 
Board aiding in the conferences in Morris
town and Athens include: Joe Hinkle, 
Church Administration; Carlton Carter, 
Church Library; Ham; Rawls (team 

leader); Hodges; and Chester Russell, Sun
day School. Others who will be helping in
clude: Fred White and Wilson Brumley, 
Home Mission Board; Isbell; and Elliott.

Guaranty Bond Given 
Chance To Make Sales

James C. Barbour, Nashville brokerage 
executive, was named Friday, Jan. 29, as 
receiver for Guaranty Bond and Securities 
Corp, and its parent firm, Guaranty Bond 
Co., Inc. by U. S. District Judge L. Clure 
Motron. Barbour, self-employed, and a 
former vice president of Equitable Securi
ties, posted $100,000 bond with the court 
after his appointment.

The Guaranty interests were enjoined by 
Morton in District Court on Jan. 6 from 
continuing to operate as a broker-dealer in 
church bonds following a seven-count civil 
complaint filed by the Securities and Ex
change Commission. The commission’s pri
mary objection to Guaranty’s operations was 
that $14,000,000 worth of bonds had been 
underwritten without the necessary capitali
zation.

The SEC petitioned for receivership after 
a hearing revealed that building programs in 
progress by 96 institutions were threatened 
because Guaranty could no longer operate 
and sell the bonds for cash to make neces
sary payments to contractors.

Testimony by H. Jeremiah Huey, presi
dent of Guaranty, indicated that Guaranty 
had built a $5000 investment into an or
ganization that sold $124,000,000 worth of 
bonds for more than 800 churches in the 
past eight years. Guaranty is the second 
largest church bond underwriter in the coun-

SHOWING PROMISES OF OUR LORD 
FULFILLED

Did you see in The Commission the strik
ing editorial urging all Southern Baptists to 
read "Repaid a Hundredfold" (Mt. 19:29), 
the new 363-page, 33-picture, $9.00 cloth 
book for only $4.95 by Dr. Charles A. 
Leonard, Sr., 40 years missionary in China, 
Manchuria, Hawaii? Readers declare it 
UNUSUAL, FASCINATING, INFORMATIVE, 
VIBRANT, EXCITING, INSPIRING! Avail
able at Baptist Book Stores. Autographed 
copies from 1980 Harbor Lane, Naples, Fla. 
33940. Prepaid $5.25.

try, and has assets in church bonds in ex
cess of $14 millions, which the SEC ap
parently refused to consider as a balance 
against liabilities.

Frank S. King, attorney for both Guaran
ty interests, offered no resistance to re
ceivership in court hearings held on Jan. 27, 
Judge Morton presiding. In his concluding 
remarks, King stated, “It is recognized by 
us a receiver is a must, but he must be 
given latitude. If not, there is no way to 
help the churches.” King filed a petition on 
Jan. 13 in which he requested that Guaranty 
be allowed to reorganize by selling $2,- 
500,000 worth of church bonds. He said 
the company had promised in its contracts 
with different institutions that it would pur
chase or sell the bonds.

King pointed out that he thought the plan 
would work if the court would give Guaran
ty “elbow room” and 90 days in which to 
comply with SEC regulations. At the con
clusion of the Jan. 27 hearing, Morton said 
he intended to give the latitude King re
quested to the receiver.

Earlier in the Jan. 27 hearings, Motion 
asked SEC attorney Cecil Penland if the 
SEC had any provisions in its rules for 
companies that were “in trouble.” Penland 
replied by saying he did not know of any 
such provisions. Morton then said he was 
going to make some “and if the SEC doesn't 
like them, they can try to enjoin me.”

Morton’s most recent order gave creditors 
until Sept. 1 to file claims against the cor
porations.

Huey and his brother, Brooks Thomas 
Huey, have been enjoined from disposing 
of any of their assets except for reasonable 
living expenses.
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Sunday School Lesson for February 7, 1971—By W. R. White
Life and Work Series

A DISCIPLE SLOW TO LEARN
Basic Passages: John 6:5-14; 12:20-22; 14:6-11
Focal Passages: John 6:5-7; 12:20-22; 14:6-11

The inexcusable ignorance of most peo
ple who have been professing Christians 
for years is astounding. A cursory investi
gation will reveal a very amazing ignorance 
of the Bible in this group and an absence 
of spiritual maturity. It is inexcusable be
cause there are many available opportuni
ties for learning.

We must admit that the average church 
member is not altogether responsible. There 
is not enough expository preaching in the 
pulpit and too much superficial, hurried, 
sketchy teaching in Sunday School.

The author of Hebrews referred to pro
fessing church people in New Testament 
times who had been Christians long enough 
to be teachers but still were incapable of 
appropriating anything beyond very ele
mental truths. Hebrews 5:12. So there is 
nothing new about the problem. It is not 
peculiar to our day. However it is more 
prevalent by far than it should be.

While we are studying Philip we must 
keep in mind that he was exposed to the 
teaching of the greatest teacher of all 
times. His slowness to learn was due to 
other factors than that of lack of oppor
tunity.

SLOW TO CONCEIVE CHRIST'S CAPACITY 
John 6:5-7

A great throng had followed Jesus into 
a barren area. He saw that they were very 
hungry. He turned to Philip and asked 
where bread could be bought to feed them.

Jesus did this to test him for He knew 
what he planned to do.

Philip answered that the small amount 
the little band of disciples had, would not 
purchase enough to give a good bite to 
each one. He was very practical from his 
point of view for they had about 200 
denarii or about $40. He did not take into 
consideration the capacity of Jesus to do 
what men considered impossible. Yet he 
should have had more insight into the na
ture of the person of Christ by that time.

SLOW TO SENSE THE COMPASSION OF 
CHRIST FOR ALL
John 12:20-22

Some Greeks came to Philip and said, 
“Sir, we would see Jesus.” Perhaps they 
came to Philip because of his Greek name. 
He did not go directly to Jesus but talked 
to Andrew first. They went together to 
Jesus and presented the request.

Philip evidently did not want the sole 
responsibility of carrying the request to 
Jesus since they were Gentiles. Christ did 
go first to the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel but His living ministry was available 
to all who would seek it from Him.

The Old Testament had many references 
to God’s concern for all mankind. The 
prophecy concerning the Messiah was that 
He would be a light to the Gentiles.

The Lord chose a people that He might 
prepare them to receive His oracles or reve
lation. Israel was that people. A quality 
remnant did respond to Jehovah’s disclosure 
—thus we have our Bible. Unfortunately 
too many in Israel thought they were cos
mic pets of the Lord. However, Jehovah 
made it clear in many passages that they 
were to be His instruments for blessing the 
whole world. He made that very plain in 
the very beginning to Abraham himself. 
Gen. 12:2-3.
SLOW TO DISCERN FATHER IN SON 
John 14:6-11

Careful observation with discernment will 
discover much truth that will otherwise be 
overlooked. Evidently Philip was a poor 
observer.

Jesus presented the idea of his indis
soluble identification with His father. But 
Philip responded by saying, “Show us the 
Father and that will be completely satis
fying to us or all we can ask.”

Jesus expressed amazement that Philip 
could have been associated with Him so 
long and had failed to see the Father in 
Him. Jesus emphasized the great truth of 
the Father being in the Son and the Son 
being in the Father to such a degree that 
if you have seen Christ, you have seen the 
Father.

He summoned Philip and all to believe 
this great truth. He cited His works as con
firming and meriting this faith. Jesus posi
tively asserted that His works were the 
works of the Father through Him.

No one has wrought in history what 
Jesus and His true disciples have achieved. 
He gave the credit to His Father’s indwell
ing. The facts following certainly validate 
that claim.

'Y' Problem: Serving Drinks
LONDON—A two-year study by a 10- 

man YMCA commission failed to offer any 
conclusions on whether alcohol should be 
served on “Y” premises in Great Britain, 
as is now the practice in France and Italy.

Nor did the study suggest whether the 
Young Men’s Christian Association should 
merge with the Young Women’s Christian 
Association.

Some proposals—one way or the other— 
had been anticipated. The study did take a 
negative stand on merger in the near future 
of the YMCA and the YWCA in Britain. 
(RNS)

Foundation

How To Give By Will
By Jonas L. Stewart 

Executive Secretary-Treasurer
There are many ways to give to the 

Lord’s work. Many give through a living 
trust which provides a lifetime income for 
themselves and ultimately provides the in
come for some Christian Cause. Still others 
find that they can give more generously 
through a will.

Giving through a will can be done in 
any one of several ways:

1. By an outright gift of a definite 
amount of money or of an entire estate.

2. Provide a devise of property (real 
estate).

3. Give stock, bonds, treasury bills or 
other investments.

4. Provide a percentage of the estate.
5. Leave a legacy to an individual with 

the provision that if he or she predeceases 
you the legacy goes to some Christian 
Cause.

6. Leave property to individuals for 
their lifetime with the stipulation that at 
their death it goes for the Lord’s work.

7. Provide that if all beneficiaries prede
cease you the entire estate goes for specific 
Christian Causes.

8. Leave the entire estate in trust with 
only the income to go to named bene
ficiaries and at their death to remain in 
trust to provide income for the Lord’s 
work.

Moody Films For Kids 
Dubbed Into Spanish

The Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board has recently concluded a cooperative 
effort with the Moody Institute of Science 
in dubbing into Spanish their children’s 
film series. The production includes 15 
films, seven of which are biblical in nature 
and eight with scientific content.

Missionary Alan W. Compton, the board’s 
radio and TV representative for Latin Amer
ica, supervised the dubbing. He reported 
that the films will be used on television by 
permission of Moody, and in general field 
evangelism.

“This is the first time specific materials 
have been produced for use with children, 
and it is hoped they will give us new oppor
tunities for target evangelism with these who 
constitute well over 50 per cent of the pop
ulation of Latin America,” said Compton.

At the same time special literature is 
being produced in cooperation with the Bap
tist Spanish Publishing House, El Paso, 
Tex., to be used with the films. This is the 
second cooperative effort that the Foreign 
Mission Board has had with the Moody In
stitute of Science in Latin America, Comp
ton said.
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rom tke

By W. Fred Kendall
Last week I wrote about the proposed 

legislation on pari mutuel betting and the 
legalizing of gambling on horse racing and 

dog racing. Since that 
article was written there 
has evidently been a 
great response on the 
part of the Christian peo
ple of the state in opposi
tion to such legislation. 
Last week, Governor 
Dunn announced that he 
would veto any such 
legislation. He gave some 
excellent reasons why he 
opposed this form of 
taxation and also pointed 

out the very bad effects legalized gambling 
would have.

Now I want to appeal to everyone who 
reads this and who believes in the position 
we have taken to back the governor. He 
needs the support of every Christian to sup
port him and to let him know that you are 
behind his position. Letters which are per
sonal should be written to him at once.

Never before in history has it been more 
mandatory for Christians to become in
volved in citizenship responsibilities. The 
redistricting of our state by the mandate of 
the courts on the “one man, one vote” prin
ciple has made the metropolitan areas the 
dominant influence in our legislature. It is 
imperative that Christian people get together 
and encourage able men who are Christian 
to run for this most important office in 
both houses.

One of the discouraging things is that 
often when good Christian men run for 
office they are not given the support of the 
church people. Many vote for political ex
pediency and for some selfish interest. Some 
are so dedicated to party politics that they 
vote for the party regardless of the qualifica
tions of the candidate.

Often when good Christian men have 
been elected, they are forgotten by the 
Christian citizenship. The influences which 
have kept eroding the moral standards and 
who have worked to keep lowering public 
opinion have been highly organized. They 
work together and wield an influence in the 
social order far more than their numbers 
could command if the Christian people 
would stand up for their convictions and 
would work to enforce them. Today the 
church is criticized for its loss of influence 
and for the fact that it is not making a real 
impact on the social order.

My reason for discussing this is to en
courage the people who really want good 
government and appreciate the stand of a 
Christian leader is to let him know it, and 
keep working to encourage him to take

Historically:
From the files

50 YEARS AGO
It was announced that the first state 

conference of Baptist men in Tennes
see would be held in March.

F. M. Dowell, Sr., pastor, Grassy 
Creek church, Byington, reported 
full-time preaching and Sunday School 
attendance of approximately 100.

20 YEARS AGO
First church, Maryville, James M. 

Windham, pastor, paid off their 
$100,000 indebtedness in less than 
three years.

Howard S. Kolb resigned as pastor 
of First church, Selmer to become 
pastor of Immanuel Baptist church, 
Pine Bluff, Ark.

W. Alvis Strickland resigned as pas
tor of Pleasant Plains church, Jackson 
to become pastor of Harpeth Heights 
church, Nashville.

10 YEARS AGO
W. Paul Hall resigned as pastor of 

Calvary church, Kingsport, to become 
superintendent of missions in Holston 
association.

Odis H. Farrington was called as as- 
sociational missionary for the new 
Alpha association.

The facilities of the Baptist Sunday 
School Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention was toured by some 2618 
Southern Baptists during 1960, repre
senting 38 states. Thirty-three visitors 
representing 16 foreign countries also 
toured the buildings. Tennessee led 
with 562 visitors.

other stands as he continues to face other 
moral and ethical problems. He will be 
tested and tried on every hand. Those sup
porting and working for the evils of our 
day never rest nor let up. The man who 
is reportedly sponsoring the parimutuel 
bill has boasted that he will keep intro
ducing it and pushing it until it is passed. 
He says it will ultimately be passed. He is 
saying he has a determination and a con
viction of purpose that will prevail over 
and wear down the opposition of the Chris
tian forces who oppose him. Now who will 
prove to be right? He is throwing down the 
challenge. Shall we meet it with stronger 
convictions for the right?

National Bus Clinic
Planned For February 15-17

A National Bus Clinic emphasizing the in
creasing use of buses in mass evangelism 
will be held Feb. 15-17 at Decatur, Georgia’s 
Woodlawn Baptist church. The clinic is 
especially aimed at churches interested in 
using buses to enlarge their attendance, 
evangelism and outreach efforts.

Buses have been called the newest and 
most effective outreach tool on the conven
tion scene. Since Woodlawn began its bus 
ministry in September, 1970, its Sunday 
Schoo! attendance has jumped from an axer
age of 523 to 700-plus. Almost 20 per cent 
of the Sunday School participants ride the 
buses operated by the church.

Participants in the clinic include John 
R. Bisagno, now pastor of First Baptist 
church, Houston, whose Oklahoma conme- 
gation led the Convention in baptisms for 
three years; Carlton “Slick” Goodman, 
champion Bus Captain from Pleasure Ridge 
Park, Kentucky; and John A. Turpin of 
Louisville whose church led the Convention 
in baptisms last year. The two-day affair 
will feature discussions ranging from “How 
to grow from no riders to 506 in seven 
months” to “How to operate and maintain 
a fleet of buses.”

PUBLIC AFFAIRS

Efforts To Combat Betting 
Mapped By TBC Subcommittee

A call to prayerful awareness of “the 
grave position that confronts our state with 
regards to the effort to legalize gambling 
. . .” has been issued by a special committee 
of the Public Affairs and Christian Life 
Committee of the Tennessee Baptist Con
vention.

The committee has made plans for opposi
tion to efforts to legalize parimutuel betting 
in the state should efforts be made in the 
current session of the Legislature to pass 
such legislation.

Dr. R. Paul Caudill, pastor of the First 
Baptist church, Memphis, committee chair
man issued the following statement: “That 
we call our people to prayer throughout the 
length and breadth of the state that all may 
be acutely aware of the grave position that 
confronts our state with regards to the ef
fort to legalize gambling and that we im
plore the Holy Spirit to convict our people 
concerning the immoral character of gam
bling and of the historic relationship that 
has ever existed between gambling and 
crime.”

Gov. Winfield Dunn had earlier indi
cated that he would veto any legislation 
should it be introduced and passed by the 
Legislature.

Page 15Thursday, February 4, 1971



International Student Meet
Slated For Feb. 5-7 In Kentucky

Newport Starkes Williams

An International Student Retreat will be 
held at Ken-Bar Resort Lodge, Gilberts
ville, Ky., Feb. 5-7, according to Glenn 
Yarbrough, secretary, Student department, 
Tennessee Baptist Convention. The retreat 
is sponsored by Student departments of the 
Tennessee and Kentucky Baptist Conven
tions. The retreat will begin with regis
tration on Friday afternoon at 3 p.m. and 
is scheduled to close with lunch at noon, 
Sunday.

According to Yarbrough, approximately 
100 students, representing six Tennessee 
campuses, will attend. These campuses in
clude: Carson-Newman college, Jefferson 
City; Tennessee Technological university, 
Cookeville; Memphis State university; Uni
versity of Tennessee, Martin branch; Uni
versity of Tennessee, medical units, Mem
phis; and others.

J. Chester Durham, secretary, Student 
department, Kentucky Baptist Convention, 
will preside at the opening session and will 
present conference leaders and out of state 
guests.

Yarbrough will preside over the Saturday 
morning and evening assemblies and Dennis 
Hamm, associate, Student department, Ken
tucky Baptist Convention, will preside over 
the Saturday afternoon session. Durham 
will preside over the Sunday morning as
sembly.

Russell Newport, president of Newport 
Stores, Inc., will conduct a conference on 
“Collegiate Apocalypse,” and will present 
concerts during the first evening session 
and on Sunday morning. He will be ac
companied at the piano by Mrs. Yar
brough.

Other program personalities include: M. 
Thomas Starkes, secretary of the depart
ment of Interfaith Witness, Home Mission 
Board of the Southern Baptist Convention, 
Atlanta, Ga., who will lead a conference 
on “Understanding Other Faiths,” and 
speaking Sunday morning on “A Space Age 
Faith”; Benton Williams, consultant, Student 
department, Baptist Sunday School Board 
of the Southern Baptist Convention, who 
will lead a discussion on “Values Received,” 
and speaking Friday evening on “Living in 
Another World”; and Tennessee Baptist 

Student directors James Sparks, Vanderbilt 
university, Nashville, Bobby Green, Mem
phis State university, and Louis McNabb, 
Austin Peay State university, Clarksville.

A highlight of Saturday night’s program 
will be a talent hour which will feature 
entertainment by International students.

The Golden State Missions offering shares 
in the expenses of the conference.

New Mexico Board Revises 
Student Work Organization

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M.—In a compro
mise move, the State Mission Board of the 
Baptist Convention of New Mexico voted 
to reorganize its student work program and 
continue full-time student directors at three 
of the state’s university campuses.

The action reverses one phase of a total 
convention reorganization proposed at the 
state convention last November in Alama- 
gordo, N.M. Under that plan, full-time 
paid directors at five state colleges and uni
versities would be discontinued, in favor of 
volunteer student workers at each campus.

After long deliberation, the convention’s 
State Mission Board voted in its January 
session to continue to Baptist student work 
directors at Eastern New Mexico university, 
Portales; University of New Mexico, Al
buquerque; and New Mexico State univer
sity, Las Cruces.

As part of the approved reorganiza
tion, part-time assistants would also be 
retained or created at each of these 
three centers, and at the Western New 
Mexico college, Silver City, and New 
Mexico Highlands university, Las 
Vegas, N.M.
According to the board action, the Las 

Vegas associate would work under the super
vision of the Albuquerque director, and the 
Silver City associate would be responsible 
to the Las Cruces director.

The entire student work program would 
be under the administration of the Education 
Division of the state convention, and the 
shift of personnel and program alignment 
would be made on or before Oct. 1.

No personnel assignments for the stu
dent work reorganization, or for any of 
the other reorganized convention staff as
signments were adopted by the State Mission 
Board during its January session.

Under the reorganization approved last 
November, several personnel cuts were au
thorized. There were five divisions created 
under an executive director and business 
manager, including a Division of Special 
Ministries (one executive); a Division of 
Communication Ministries (one executive); 
a Division of Education Ministries (two ex
ecutives); a Division of Mission Ministries

Missouri Baptist Group 
Opposes Student Aid Plan

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo.—The Christian 
Life Commission of the Missouri Baptist 
Convention issued a statement here oppos
ing a plan to provide financial assistance to 
students attending private colleges and uni
versities in Missouri as proposed by Gov. 
Warren E. Hearnes.

“Our commission is distressed and 
alarmed” at the proposal, said Hugh Wam
ble, newly elected chairman of the commis
sion and professor at Midwestern Baptist 
Theological seminary, Kansas City.

In a message to the Missouri legislature, 
Gov. Hearnes, a Baptist, recommended the 
creation of “a student assistance program 
... to fill the more than 8,000 existing class
room vacancies at private colleges and uni
versities.”

Since most private colleges in Missouri 
are under church control, the governor 
has actually proposed financing church- 
controlled education out of state tax funds, 
Wamble argued. (BP) 

(three executives) and a Division of Founda
tion and Church Loan Ministries (one execu
tive).

Thus, the executive staff would be reduced 
from 15 staff members to a total of 10 ex
ecutives. The 15 does not include five cam
pus student work directors.

Strong debate at the convention came 
over the student work reorganization 
proposal, which would have eliminated 
the five paid directors and put student 
work under the Division of Education 
Ministries which would have two execu
tives to promote student work, Sunday 
School, Training Union, and music.
The State Mission Board, which was 

asked by the convention to come up with 
a final plan, first defeated a motion to con
tinue the student work program with its 
current plan and staff, but then indicated 
that it did not favor the original recom
mendation of part-time directors at all five 
campuses.

A report in the Baptist New Mexican, 
weekly state Baptist paper published by the 
convention, indicated that the final action 
was a shift toward middle ground from both 
of the opposite viewpoints.

The board, on authorization of the con
vention, also adopted a budget of $610,002 
for 1971, which includes $130,977 (or 27 
per cent for worldwide mission causes 
through the SBC Cooperative Program, 
$125,000 in “exempted” items for joint 
SBC-state promotion efforts, and the re
maining $404,025 for state causes.

The 1971 budget is a decrease of $16,116 
from the 1970 budget of $626,168, although 
the decrease is actually greater since the 
1971 budget includes $47,500 in debt re
tirement not reflected in the 1970 budget.
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