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interpretation

A VISION IN THE NIGHT
By Herschel H. Hobbs

“And a vision appeared to Paul in the 
night; There stood a man of Macedonia, 
and prayed him, saying, Come over into 
Macedonia, and help us”—Acts 16:9.

This vision came to Paul while he was 
in Troas. He may have been wondering 
why the Holy Spirit had guided him to this 
place. The vision was the answer.

Who was this man of Macedonia? Per
haps he was Luke, the author of the Gospel 
of Luke and of Acts and the only Gentile 
writer in the New Testament. Some hold 
that he was from Antioch, and had been 
with Paul thus far on this journey. But the 
“we” in verse 10 suggests that the author 
of Acts joined Paul’s company at this point. 
This begins the “we” section of Acts which 
continues through the remainder of the 
book. This shows that the author was a 
part of the group. It is possible that Paul 
had met Luke in Troas and had won him 
to Christ. This would add emphasis to the 
vision. What Paul had done for him he 
was challenged to do for Luke’s people in 
Macedonia.

The word “prayed” means that he be
sought Paul to cross over into Macedonia. 
As a present participle it means that he did 
it repeatedly. Paul and his group inter
preted this as God’s call to go to Europe.
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Luke places great emphasis upon the Holy 
Spirit’s work in guiding in each new de
velopment in the spread of the gospel.

Macedonia was a Roman province north 
of Greece. It is today a part of the Balkan 
Peninsula comprising portions of Greece 
and Yugoslavia. Traditionally this move on 
Paul’s part has been regarded as the first 
planting of the gospel in Europe. It is prob
able, however, that a church already ex
isted in Rome. But for all practical pur
poses it was the first definite effort to win 
Europe to Christ. Robertson calls this vision 
“the cry of Europe for Christ.”

God is still calling his people to many 
Macedonias throughout the earth. For the 
gospel is the glad news that Christ died to 
save all men whoever and wherever they 
are.

pulpit Co ULto
By Jim Griffith

A noted psychiatrist declares that 
“those children who have received ex
tensive training in children’s choirs 
grow up to become happy, well-ad
justed adults on a higher percentage 
rate than do those having no choir 
experience.”

Many parents will agree that they 
are happy to see their children par
ticipate in church choirs. “It’s good,” 
they say, “to see them get together on 
something.”

Although most children sing like 
angels, there are times when wings— 
like feelings—do get ruffled.

And young and old alike need to 
remember that heavenly music starts 
with that first sweet essential note: 
“Be”—“Be ye kind one to another.”

One very important lesson that 
should be learned in choir work is 
that life is not like singing a solo, but 
like singing in a chorus.

The fact is, in this life, if we make 
sweet music at all, we shall make 
sweet music together.
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Devotional

'Teach Us To Pray'
By Donald F. Ackland 

Writer and Bible Teacher, Nashville

Ackland

The men who asked Jesus, “Lord, teach 
us to pray” (Luke 11:1) were already men 
of prayer. Yet they felt a need for fresh 

instruction. The prayers 
of Jesus, which they 
were privileged to hear, 
were so different from 
the long, complicated 
liturgies of orthodox 
Judaism. They felt a 
need for help in devel
oping a pattern of prayer 
that harmonized with 
their Master’s and was 
appropriate to their new 
discipleship.

It is sometimes said
that the common denominator of all re
ligions is prayer. All kinds of people in all 
kinds of places pray to all kinds of gods. 
But those who are out of Christ pray with
out assurance of response, frantically beat
ing their breasts or superstitiously spinning 
their wheels or lighting their candles. They 
must become learners at the feet of Christ 
before prayer can become to them a vital 
experience of fellowship with the Heavenly 
Father in which needs are vocalized and 
blessings are bestowed.

Even when Christ’s call to follow has 
been answered and the foundations of faith 
have been laid, there is need in every Chris
tian life for deepened understanding and 
experience of prayer. This is a course in 
the school of Christ that all must take if 
life is to be lived in the fulness of spiritual 
enjoyment and accomplishment.

The home has a responsibility here. What 
are the chances of a child developing an 
adequate prayer life if denied the example 
of parental practice? A Christian father’s 
simple petitions, offered in family worship, 
may be the best teaching a child will re
ceive for the molding of his own devotional 
life.

Responsibility also lies at the doors of 
our churches. If prayer is only a minor 
item in worship services, if prayer meetings 
give less and less time to prayer, how will 
members, both young and old, evaluate its 
importance? Churches must magnify prayer 
in precept and practice if Christians of to
day and tomorrow are to prevail with God 
upon their knees.

ABOUT OUR COVER. McElroy’s Mill 
—or “Brown’s Mill,” as it is called, after 
its original owner, is a rural “skyscraper” 
built in 1873 in Rutherford county country
side. Keele McElroy has owned the mill for 
17 years and continues to operate it.
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Supreme Court Hears Cases 
On Aid To Church Schools

WASHINGTON—Government, ranging 
from local school boards through state de
partments of education to the U.S. Depart
ment of Justice, urged the Supreme Court 
of the United States to uphold the consti
tutionality of public tax aid to parochial and 
private schools.

The argument before the nation’s high
est court took place March 2 and 3 in 
cases that had been appealed from Penn
sylvania, Rhode Island and Connecticut.

Challenging state and federal laws were 
groups of taxpayers, who were represented 
by various civil liberties organizations. In 
general the charge was that tax aid to 
religious schools violates both the “estab
lishment clause” and the “free exercise” 
clause of the First Amendment to the Con
stitution.

The portion of the first amendment that 
is involved reads: “Congress shall make no 
law respecting an establishment of religion 
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.”

In brief, the three cases considered 
seriatim by the Supreme Court are:

*Connecticut. Fifteen taxpayers of the 
state challenged that portion of the Higher 
Education 'Facilities Act of 1963 which 
provides funds for construction grants to 
colleges, including sectarian schools.

Specifically, the Connecticut case chal
lenged the constitutionality of federal 
grants to four Roman Catholic colleges for 
the erection of two libraries, a fine arts 
building, a science building and a modern 
language laboratory.

On March 19, 1970 a three-judge dis
trict court dismissed the suit, thereby ruling 
in favor of the colleges. This ruling was 
appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court.

*Pennsylvania. A group of taxpayers 
and a combination of educational, civil 
liberties and civil rights organizations chal
lenged the Pennsylvania Nonpublic Ele
mentary and Secondary Education Act of 
1968.

This law empowers the state superin
tendent of public instruction to contract 
for purchase of “secular educational serv
ices” from nonprofit schools which fulfill 
the compulsory school attendance require
ments of the state law.

The law further authorized the state to 
reimburse private schools the cost of teach
ers’ salaries, textbooks and teaching ma
terials in the fields of mathematics, modern 
foreign languages, physical sciences and 
physical education for the preceding year.

Funds for this program originally were 
derived from a tax on flat and harness horse 
racing and not from funds normally used 
for public schools. A subsequent change 
shifted the source of tax revenue for paro
chial schools from horse racing to a cig
arette tax.

A three-judge federal court ruled in a 
2-1 decision that the Pennsylvania law is 
constitutional. This decision was appealed 
to the U.S. Supreme Court.

*Rhode Island. The law involved here is 
“an act providing salary supplements to 
nonpublic school teachers,” which became 
effective July 1, 1969.

Under the Rhode Island Supplemental 
Salary Act the state appropriates state 
funds for payment of a 15 per cent supple
ment to the salaries of eligible teachers in 
nonpublic elementary schools, the majority 
of which are Roman Catholic parochial 
schools.

In order to qualify for the supplemental 
salary the parochial school teachers must 
teach only those subjects required by state 
law or which are taught in public schools; 
the teachers must be certified by the state 
department of education; their salaries 
must meet the minimum salary requirements 
for public school teachers; the teaching 
materials are only those used in public 
schools; and the teacher must not teach 
a course in religion while receiving a salary 
supplement from the state.

On June 15, 1970 a three-judge district 
court in Rhode Island ruled unanimously 
that the Supplemental Salary Act violated 
the U.S. Constitution. The court or
dered a discontinuation of the supplemental 
teachers’ salaries.

On June 27, 1970 Justice Brennan of the 
U.S. Supreme Court granted a stay of the 
lower court’s order until the Supreme Court 
could consider and decide the case.

Rulings in the above cases are expected 
some time between now and the end of the 
current session of the Supreme Court, 
which will come near the end of May or 
in June.

There is no way for observers of the 
Supreme Court to predict how it will rule in 
these three cases. All parties concerned, how
ever, agree that regardless of the decisions 
the results will have a profound effect, both 
on elementary and secondary and higher 
private education in the United States. (BP)

Ethiopian Officials Attend 
Baptist Dedication Services

ADDIS ARABA—Baptist Work in 
Ethiopia was formally launched in dedica
tion services in this capital and the rural 
district of Menz-Gishe 200 miles to the 
north.

The service here celebrated the comple
tion of two residences, an office, warehouse 
and guest house on a site near the city’s 
outskirts. Program speakers included U.S. 
Ambassador William Hall and the vice
mayor of the city, Ato Asibe.

For the ceremonies in Menz-Gishe, some

American Bible Society Sets 
Two Distribution Records

NEW YORK—An increase in the de
mand for short passages of Scripture has 
enabled the American Bible Society to set 
two distribution records in 1970.

In the U.S., Scripture distribution totaled 
99,595,467 copies, an all-time high. Dis
tribution of the Bible to members of the 
armed forces totaled 4,323,599 in 1970, 
topping the 1944 record of 2,749,074.

Dr. James Nettinga, executive secretary 
of the national distribution department, 
praised chaplains in the armed services lor 
“pushing the ‘Good News.’ ” Folders con
taining scripture selections and pictures of 
the various states were eagerly requested by 
chaplains, Dr. Nettinga explained.

In 1970, a total of 691,750 complete 
Bibles were distributed in the U.S., 31,500 
more than in the previous year. The Ameri
can Bible Society also reported an increase 
in distribution of the number of “Talking 
Bible” records and tapes for the blind.

The Society distributed 541,274 “Talk
ing Bible” records and 7071 volumes m 
Braille. The armed forces received 40,866 
entire Bibles for distribution. (RNS)

Grant L. Jones, right, pastor, First church, 
Sevierville, and president, Tennessee Alumin 
of Southern Baptist Theological seminar}. 
Louisville, Ky., confers with seminary pres
ident Duke K. McCall. Jones attended a 
two-day meeting of the Alumni Advisory 
Council which resulted in the establishment 
of a $50,000 goal for the 1971 Alumni 
Fund. Tennessee’s 828 Southern alumni 
have set a goal of $4531.50.

guests arrived in small planes at the grass 
airstrip near Tsai-Tsina, location of a mis
sion clinic and handcraft school.

“One expected result was that the guests 
bought many rugs and knitted articles from 
the school,” reported Mrs. Raymond V. 
Lindholm, wife of the school director.

Emperor Haile Selassie has contributed 
clothes to the handcraft school students and 
blankets and baby clothes to mothers who 
come to the clinic for prenatal care, Mrs. 
Lindholm said. (BP)
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EDITORIALS

The Heart Of Our Work Together

At the risk of being accused of writing too much 
about our Cooperative Program, and money, and lest 
this editorial “turn off” some readers, let me insist— 
Read on, brother, read on!

If you don’t believe in missions—all missions; and if 
you don’t believe in Christian education; and if you don’t 
believe in benevolent ministries, then this isn’t for you.

BUT, if you, as a Tennessee Baptist, really believe in 
the above objects, then we are co Hill itted to a task,
bound together not by chains of steel, but bonds of love, 
which makes necessary a whole-hearted spiritual and 
financial support of our Cooperative Program.

We have a growing concern that this channel min
istry be much, much more than a name. Names are 
forgotten easily! That is, if they are not associated with 
causes, people and needs. And, everything about our 
Cooperative Program cries out need in human equations. 
A recent editorial referred to Tennessee as a mission 
field. Theological stamp notwithstanding—liberal, con
servative, or in between—all of us are, or should be, 
concerned deeply with spiritual needs of people in the 
world around us.

In 1932, this editor’s father preached a sermon to his 
congregation. The sermon was preached to a group of 
about 300 in a small community. It is retained in manu
script form. Burden of the sermon was this: “I know 
that you agreed as a congregation to pay your pastor a 
specified salary. I know also that times are difficult; 
that we are in a depression. For Christ’s sake, if monetary 
reductions must be made, let them not be made at the 
expense of our mission enterprises through the Coopera
tive Program. Cut your pastor’s salary if need be (and 
they did—only to make it up eight years later in a time 
of need), but do not reduce gifts to missions.”

This concept of missions to us still is valid. If Tennes
see and Southern Baptists place secondary emphasis upon 
primary causes, we shall suffer spiritually far more than 
we shall suffer financially. If, however, we place primary 
emphasis upon primary causes, we shall grow spiritually, 
and in other ways.

Since 1925, Southern Baptists have used the Coopera
tive Program as a physical means to accomplish a spiritual 
objective. Part of our problem is that few Baptists know 
how and why the Cooperative Program came into being; 
out of dire need. And, we have failed to teach Baptists 
this aspect of a goodly heritage.

There may be places where we need to cut expenses, 
but let us not do so at the expense of our world missions 
ministries, strengthened by education and benevolent in 
compassionate outlook.

Other Editors Write

Blessed By Concern

All praise to the Park Cities Church of Dallas which 
has committed itself to paying all of its missions budget 
for 1970—even if it means borrowing the money from 
the bank.

Church receipts last year exceeded the million dollar 
budget but designations left Park Cities about $40,000 
short in the missions section. Special efforts are being 
made to raise the amount during the month but a bank 
loan has been authorized if necessary.

The Park Cities action is a happy departure from what 
takes place in the average Baptist church. Local expenses 
usually get the priority and missions has what’s left.

The Cooperative Program frequently is near the bottom 
of check-writing for missions despite the fact it is to the 
denomination what the unified budget is to the church.

Churches with their appeals to the membership for 
priority on the unified budget should in turn assign the 
same priority to the Cooperative Program.

It is one thing to vote a missions budget. It is another 
to pay it. The church which does will in turn find itself 
blessed by a concern for those outside the local area.

John J. Hurt, Editor 
“Baptist Standard”

The Greatest Of Possible Transitions

Page 4 Baptist And Reflector



Southern Baptist Convention To Emphasize Needs Of Cities
ST. LOUIS, Mo.—The proposed pro

gram for the Southern Baptist Convention, 
scheduled June 1-3 at Kiel Auditorium here, 
will close with an emphasis on the challenge 
of the cities to the nation’s largest Protes
tant-Evangelical denomination.

The proposed program outline for the 
convention here was released by the con
vention’s committee on order of business, 
headed by Robert S. Scales, pastor of Trin
ity Baptist Church, Oklahoma City.

Scales, who was chairman of the com
mittee for the 1970 convention in Denver, 
was elected chairman of the 1971 commit
tee after Robert E. Mills, former chairman 
and president of Georgetown college, 
Georgetown, Ky., resigned.

The convention will begin at 9:15 
a.m., Tuesday, June 1, and conclude 
at noon on Thursday, June 3. Scales 
pointed out that the 1970 convention 
voted for the 1971 sessions to start on 
Tuesday morning and close on Thurs
day, leaving the number of sessions to 
the discretion of the committee.
Scales said that one of the main features 

of the program will be the closing hour 
when all agencies of the convention will 
make a cooperative presentation on “Meet
ing the Challenge of the Cities of the 
World.”

James L. Sullivan, executive secretary
treasurer of the SBC Sunday School Board, 
has agreed to serve as chairman for the co
ordination of this emphasis on the needs 
of the cities, Scales said.

For the first time this year, Baptist stu
dents will have a spot on the program, with 
a multi-media presentation on what youth 
are trying to do through the church. The 
students, led by a group of state Baptist 
Student Union Presidents, requested, and 
were granted, 20 minutes on the Wednesday 
morning program.

The two major addresses scheduled 
each year during the convention—the 
president’s address and the convention 
sermon—will be featured during the 
two evening programs, which will also 
emphasize home and foreign missions. 
John Claypool, pastor of Crescent Hill 

Baptist church in Louisville and president 
of the Kentucky Baptist Convention, will 
deliver the convention sermon on Tuesday 
nieht following an hour-long presentation 
on home missions.

Carl E. Bates, president of the 11.6 
million-member convention and pastor of 
the First Baptist church, Charlotte, N.C., 
will speak Wednesday evening, just before 
an hour-long presentation on foreign mis
sions.

Climax of the Wednesday night session 
will be a joint commissioning service for 
home and foreign missionaries of the SBC, 
Scales said.

A total of nearly five hours will be de
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voted to conducting the business of the 
denomination, compared to 1970’s six hours 
and 1969’s 316 hours.

Most of the Tuesday morning and 
afternoon sessions will be devoted to 
business, including actions on recom
mendations from the SBC Executive 
Committee, election of officers, intro
duction of miscellaneous business and 
resolutions, and receiving and acting 
upon reports and recommendations 
from SBC agencies and related organi
zations.
An hour on Tuesday afternoon, compared 

to only 10 minutes last year, will be de
voted to agency reports and recommenda
tions.

Following the pattern of the 1970 conven
tion, the committee on resolutions will make 
two reports on recommended resolutions to 
the convention—one Wednesday morning 
and another Thursday morning.

The Thursday afternoon session will fea
ture an address on theological education 
by Duke K. McCall, president of Southern 
Baptist Theological seminary, Louisville; 
and an address by the president of the Bap
tist World Alliance, V. Carney Hargroves, 
pastor of Second Baptist church, German
town, Pa.

There will be no convention session on 
Wednesday afternoon, providing time for 
seminary alumni luncheons and other re
lated meetings.

Music for the convention will be direct
ed by William E. Jarvis, minister of music 
for First Baptist church, Charlotte, N.C. 
Organist will be Albert Travis, assistant pro
fessor of music, Dallas Baptist college, 
Dallas; and pianist will be David Gibson, 
associate professor of music, Furman, uni
versity, Greenville, S.C. (BP)

Mrs. R. G. Lee Dies
After Long Illness

Mrs. R. G. Lee, wife of the pastor emer
itus of Bellevue Church, Memphis, died on 
Saturday, March 6, following a lengthy ill
ness.

Memorial services were held on March 8, 
at Bellevue where her husband served as 
pastor for over 30 years. Ramsey Pollard, 
pastor of Bellevue, officiated. Assisting Pol
lard were: J. Ralph McIntyre, pastor, Brain
erd Church, Chattanooga; Hugh VanEaton, 
pastor, First Baptist Church, Lake Charles, 
Louisiana; Clyde Martin, pastor, Tabernacle 
Baptist Church, Macon, Georgia; and James 
Westberry, of Atlanta, Ga. Burial was in 
Forrest Hills Cemetery, Memphis.

Survivors included her husband, R. G. 
Lee; a daughter, Mrs. Edward R. King, of 
Memphis; an adopted son, Roy D. Lee, of

First, Nashville, To Host
State Library Convention

The ninth annual Ten
nessee Baptist Library 
Convention will be held 
at First church, Nash
ville, April 15-17, ac
cording to Miss Mary 
Anderson, director of 
Library Services and 
Special Projects. Church 
Training department. 
Tennessee Baptist Con
vention. R. E. Loftin,

Todd minister of education, 
Gallatin Road church. 
Nashville, is serving this 
year as program chair
man. The convention 
will begin at 1:45 p.m. 
Thursday afternoon and 
will conclude at noon. 
Saturday. The Friday 
afternoon session will be 
held at the Executive 
Board Building, Tennes
see Baptist Convention. 
Brentwood, and will

DeWitt begin at 2:30 p.m.
Gomer Lesch. director 

of Public Relations, Baptist Sunday School 
Board of the Southern Baptist Convention 
will emcee a banquet on Friday night, 
beginning at 6:30 p.m. at First church.

Purpose of the convention is to provide 
information and inspiration to library per
sonnel, pastors, and educational directors.

Other program personalities include: 
Franklin Paschall, host pastor; James A. 
Lester, editor, Baptist And Reflector; and 
Wayne Todd, Sue Kuykendall, John Hack, 
and Richard Kommeyer, all of the Church 
Library department, BSSB.

One feature of this year’s convention 
will be conferences which are listed with 
leaders as follows: Audio-visuals, Adeline 
DeWitt; Pastors, Floyd Simpson; Book
mending, Frances Lee, and Technical Pro
cesses, Jacqulyn Anderson (the preceding 
four are with the Church Library depart
ment, BSSB); Church Library Development 
Plan. Mrs. Raymond McCarty, Colonial 
church, Memphis, and Mrs. Lawrence Free
man, First church, Murfreesboro; and Liter
ature-Music Librarians, R. E. Loftin and 
Mary Anderson.

The Friday afternoon session will also 
include a panel discussion, with R. E. Lof
tin as moderator. The discussion will center 
around the topic, “Partners in a Common 
Task.”

Sarasota, Florida; a brother Daniel H. 
Gentry, of Simpsonville, South Carolina; five 
grandchildren, and four great grandchildren.
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Summary of 1970 Southern Baptist Convention Statistics

ber orientation, and church leader training, in addition to the enrolment of ongoing church 
member training.

includes income from fees, rentals, etc.
(Courtesy Research and Statistics Department,
Sunday School Board, SBC, Martin Bradley,
Director)

Numerical Per cent
1970 1969 change change

Associations 1,192 1,196 —4 -0.3
Churches 34,360 34,335 25 0.1
Baptisms 368,863 368,225 638 0.2
Additions by letter 498,043 513,370 -15,327 -3.0
Total membership 11,629,880 11,489,613 140,267 1.2
Sunday School enrolment 7,290,447 7,418,067 -127,620 -1.7
Church Training enrolment1 2,494,251 2,648,388 -154,137 -5.8
Brotherhood enrolment 422,527 430,339 -7,812 -1.8
WMU enrolment 1,199,813 1,291,221 -91,408 -7.1
Church Music enrolment 1,076,487 1,062,494 13,993 1.3
Total Receipts2 $ 892,255,918 $ 842,707,390 $ 49,548,528 5.9
Total Mission gifts $ 138,500,883 $ 133,224,335 $ 5,276,548 4.0
Per capita Mission gifts $ 11.91 $ 11.60 $ .31 2.7
Church property value $4,127,738,253 $3,900,472,691 $227,265,562 5.8
New construction:

Local church $ 136,526,861 $ 132,016,435 $ 4,510,426 3.4
Mission $ 3,603,850 $ 3,492,962 $ 110,888 3.2

includes cumulative participation in short-term member training projects, new church mem-

Personally
By James A. Lester

It was a long time ago now. The year 
was 1935. The man drove a pickup truck 
—and fast. He also drank alcoholic bever

ages to excess. He was 
in a hurry. In fact, he 
was in such a hurry to 
get home, that he re
marked to a friend: “I’ll 
be home in an hour, or 
I’ll be in hell one.” Al
though a small child at 
the time, I recall well at
tending his funeral two 
days later in a small 
Primitive Baptist church

Lester near t0 w n
where he lived. I could 
take you now to the 

cemetery where he is buried.
The man who sold him the whiskey at

tended the funeral. I thought at the time 
this was a little strange. Like some adver
tisements say, this is one by-product that 
some don’t like to advertise.

We are spending a lot of time now talk
ing about the “drug” problem in its many 
facets. And while we say a lot about— 
and against—“pot”, heroin, LSD, and so 
on, we aren’t saying much about the fact 
that alcohol remains perhaps our gravest 
national problem. I went in a restaurant 
in Sarasota recently while attending a con
ference of editors. Two small girls came 
in with their grandfather. Dear ole grand
dad made sure that they had their “Girl 
Scout cocktails” while he had his drinks. 
(This was a new one on me.)

Old folks used to call for a shot of “Old 
Enemy.” It is exactly this. And, to me, it 
is time for us to face up to the fact that in 
all our talk about drugs, pollution, war, and 
some minor concerns of the day, we have

Public Affairs Committee 
Eyes IRS Church Probes

WASHINGTON—The Baptist.Joint Com
mittee on Public Affairs took action on two 
matters of concern to churches and main- 
taining religious liberty during its semi
annual meeting here.

Authority was given to John W. Baker, 
acting executive secretary of the Baptist 
Joint Committee, to represent the commit
tee at any hearings the Internal Revenue 
Service may call concerning federal guide
lines on IRS examination of church books.

The committee also expressed its ap
proval of the “spirit” of a bill presently 
before Congress on -certain procedures to 
be followed in calling for a Constitutional 
Convention.

In taking such actions, the Baptist Joint 
Committee did not speak for the nine Bap
tist denominations that make up the com
mittee, but only for itself.

In December the federal government re
leased proposed regulations concerning 
limiting IRS examination of the taxable 
unrelated business income of churches. The 
regulations are proposed to carry out the 
new tax reform bill signed into law by 
President Richard Nixon.

The newly proposed regulations provide 
for no examination of the books of 
churches, conventions or associations of 
churches to determine whether or not they 
are engaged in unrelated trade or business. 
(BP) 

millions of alcoholics in America—cripples 
if you please—and the outlook is for an 
increase in alcoholism rather than a de
crease.

America may not die of air pollution. 
It is just possible that we may as a nation, 
drink ourselves to death, unless we exhibit a 
whole lot more spirit of fight upon the sub
ject than we have in recent years!

High Court Will Hear 
Tax Exemptions Appeal

WASHINGTON, D.C.—The U.S. Su
preme Court has agreed to hear an appeal 
from a Florida case challenging a lower 
court ruling in favor of a Baptist church 
which uses part of its property to earn 
income that finances part of its ministry.

Lower courts had sustained the church’s 
right to enjoy tax exempt status on the 
income-producing property.

The case could prove to be pivotal in 
the whole church tax-exemption question, 
and, because of certain elements inherent in 
it, appears to be the next logical progres
sion in the on-going debate.

On Oct. 5, a three-judge District Court 
for Southern Florida ruled that Miami’s 
Central Baptist church should not be liable 
to taxation on a parking lot which is adja
cent to the church building, even though 
the church derives an income from it six 
days a week.

In 1965, the church paid for the first time 
ad valorem taxes on its property—but under 
protest.

The following year, the Dade County 
(Miami) tax assessor assessed the parking lot 
of $150,000, for which the church was 
billed $3416. Then followed a challenge in 
court. (RNS)

Religious Spokesmen Ask 
Military Draft Reforms

WASHINGTON—Representatives of ten 
major religious groups in the nation urged 
reforms in the military draft law in three 
days of hearings conducted by the Senate 
Armed Services Committee. Sen. John 
Stennis (D., Miss.) is chairman of the com
mittee.

The religious leaders pled variously for 
Congress to end the military draft in favor 
of a volunteer force, to broaden the defini
tion of conscientious objection and to pro
vide a better system of alternative service 
for military conscription. A few of the 
spokesmen urged the committee to con
sider a law granting amnesty to young men 
who have fled to other countries to escape 
the draft.

The committee hearings were on a num
ber of bills, either to end the draft and 
set up an all-volunteer service, to reform 
the draft, or to extend it for two years.

The Nixon administration, which has 
said it favors an all-volunteer armed force, 
has asked that the present Military Selective 
Service Act of 1967 be extended for two 
years.

Of special significance at this series of 
hearings was the fact that spokesmen from 
several of the “mainline” Protestant denomi
nations joined a number of the traditional 
“peace” churches in their pleas for military 
service reforms. No Baptist body testified 
at the hearings. (BP)
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SBC Cooperative Program 
Gifts For 1971 Up 9.4%

NASHVILLE—Contributions through 
the Southern Baptist Cooperative Program 
for the first two months of 1971 increased 
by 9.4 per cent over gifts for the same 
period in 1970, a financial report from the 
denomination’s Executive Committee here 
disclosed.

Porter W. Routh, executive secretary of 
the SBC Executive Committee, called the 
increase “very encouraging.”

For the first two months of the year, Co
operative Program contributions totalled 
$5.4 million compared to $4.9 million in 
1970, an increase of $464,508 or 9.4 per 
cent.

During the month of February, Coopera
tive Program contributions were $2.4 mil
lion, an increase of $123,512, or 5.3 per 
cent. In January, the increase was about 13 
per cent.

Routh said, however, that to get a 
realistic picture, the January and February 
increases should be combined with a de
crease of six per cent during December of 
1970.

“The fact that the average increase for 
December, January and February shows 
a 4.7 per cent increase indicates a decided 
upswing in stewardship and continued con
fidence in programs made possible through 
the Cooperative Program,” Routh said.

In order to meet the total operating and 
capital needs for 1970 and 1971, an in
crease of 11.48 per cent in giving will be 
required, Routh said.

To meet the total operating budget for 
1971 will require a 4.37 per cent increase 
Routh explained. To meet the 1971 operating 
budget plus the balance due on 1970 capital 
funds held over until 1971 would require a

Brotherhood

Seventy Men Attend 
Meet In Brentwood

Seventy Brotherhood leaders represent
ing 29 associations attended the State and 
Associational Brotherhood Officers Meeting 
on Feb. 26-27, held at the Executive Board 
building of the Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion, Brentwood, according to Roy J. Gille
land, State Brotherhood secretary.

The men agreed to organize Baptist Men 
and Royal Ambassador units in at least 60 
per cent of the churches in the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention. Dr. Leon Bolton, presi
dent of the Baptist Men of Shelby County 
association and B. R. Scott, Associational 
Royal Ambassador Leader of Big Emory as
sociation, were presented plaques for lead
ing their associations in already attaining 
these goals. The group also voted to co
operate with the State Evangelism depart
ment, F. M. Dowell, secretary, in an all- 
out effort to win Tennessee for Christ.

Thursday, March 18, 1971

7.72 per cent increase, and to meet the 
total operating, 1970 and 1971 capital 
needs budget allocations will require a 11.48 
per cent increase, he said.

In addition to the $5.4 million in Coop
erative Program funds, $11.8 million has 
been given in 1971 to designated world mis
sion causes, most of it through the Lottie 
Moon Christmas Offering for Foreign Mis
sions, the financial report indicated.

Designated gifts for 1971 increased 
$911,507, or 8.32 per cent, for 1971 com
pared to the first two months of 1970.

The combined Cooperative Program and 
designated receipts totalled $17.2 million, 
an increase of $1.3 million or 8.65 per 
cent over the combined world missions 
gifts for the first two months of 1970.

The financial report includes only 
amounts given to national SBC mission 
causes and does not reflect contributions to 
state and local Baptist mission efforts. (BP)

Jaworski Takes Stand Against 
Civil Disobedience, For Law

NEW YORK—Divergent views were pre
sented on civil disobedience as a method 
of bringing about social change during a 
Southern Baptist conference on “National 
Priorities and Christian Responsibilities” 
here.

Leon Jaworski of Houston, president
elect of the American Bar Association, took 
a strong stand against civil disobedience in 
favor of the “rule of the law,” but his 
views were countered in discussion and a 
latter speech.

Gardner Taylor, black pastor of the Con
cord Baptist church of Christ in Brooklyn, 
expressed black frustration with the law of 
the land, saying that “blacks have never 
known a time when they were trusted and 
honored in the land of their slavery.”

Jaworski, speaking at the conference 
sponsored by the Southern Baptist Chris
tian Life Commission, called American 
leadership, including the church, to a recom
mitment to compliance with the rule of 
the law.

A member of the National Commission 
on the Causes and Prevention of Violence, 
Jaworski cited that commission’s report in 
saying that the democratic society cannot 
afford to justify violence on the grounds of 
individual belief.

He cited civil rights as one area in which 
“flagrant violations of court decrees” have 
taken place.

He urged churches to “take a leading 
role in restablishing throughout our land a 
dedication to the acceptance of the rule of 
law and firmly denounce the concept that 
ffie individual has a right to choose which 
law to obey and which to defy. (BP).

Baptist Joint Committee 
Honors Retiring Carlson

WASHINGTON—The Baptist Joint 
Committee on Public Affairs during its 
semi-annual meeting here honored C. 
Emanuel Carlson on the occasion of his 
retirement after 17 years as executive direc
tor of the public affairs agency. Carlson’s 
retirement begins April 1.

A successor to Carlson has not been 
named. Until one is chosen, John W. 
Baker, associate executive director, will 
continue to serve as acting director. Other 
executive staff members of the public af
fairs office are W. Barry Garrett, director 
of information services, and James M. Sapp, 
director of correlation services and editor 
of Report From the Capital.

Carlson, a native of Canada where he 
was born to Swedish immigrant parents, 
came to the Baptist Joint Committee on 
Public Affairs in January 1954 from Bethel 
College, St. Paul, Minn. For a number of 
years he had taught at the four-year liberal 
arts college and was dean of the school 
when he was named successor to J. M. 
Dawson as head of the public affairs 
agency.

Porter W. Routh, secretary-treasurer of 
the Executive Committee of the Southern 
Baptist Convention and a member of the 
Public Affairs Committee, represented 
Southern Baptists at the banquet honoring 
Carlson. Routh, presented Carlson with a 
Distinguished Service Award plaque and a 
copy of a resolution adopted by the Execu
tive Committee at its September 1970 meet
ing. (BP)

Clark Wormsley, left, nine, the son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Wormsley, the youngest 
member of First church, Lake City, pre
sents a birthday and Valentine gift to 
Laura Kesterson, 99, the oldest member. 
Charles H. Noss is pastor,
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Tennessee News Briefs
The newest ministry at First Church, 

Bluff City, is called “Words from First 
Baptist church,” an attempt to take wor
ship services to shut-ins by way of cassette 
tapes. The church has purchased an offset 
printer, a new typewriter and has erected 
a new church sign. Charles Earl is pastor.

Litz Manor church, Kingsport, held a 
note-burning service in connection with 
recent Homecoming events. J. C. Chapman 
is pastor.

Ninth Street church, Holston association, 
has ordained Sherlin Johnson and Sterling 
Padgett as deacons. The church has also 
carpeted the first floor of the educational 
unit. Gilbert Adams is pastor.

Dodson Branch church, Stone association, 
has installed carpeting in the auditorium.

First church, Greeneville, has ordained 
Kenneth Grubb, Silas Maxwell, and Robert 
Smith as deacons. Raymond Langlois is 
pastor.

Nash Grove church, Stone association, is 
redecorating the pastorium.

Jack Lanier, Jr., of 
Jacksonville, Fla., a 
senior Physical Educa
tion major at Tennessee 
Technological university. 
Cookeville, has been 
elected president of the 
school’s Baptist Student 
Union. In his new posi
tion, he will head the 14- 
member BSU Executive 
Council and will be re
sponsible for co-ordinat
ing the programs and 
activities of the BSU.

Little West Fork church, Cumberland as
sociation, has ordained Captain Kenneth 
R. Anderson, Major John F. Davis, Master 
Sergeant Thomas W. Lawler, Master Ser
geant Charles H. Rakes, and Specialist 5th 
Class Earnest E. Stone as deacons. All of 
these men are stationed at Fort Campbell, 
Ky. John R. Walker is pastor.

Grace church, Morristown, has ordained 
L. E. Twitchel into the gospel ministry. 
Twitchel has been called as pastor of Witt 
church, same association (Nolachucky).

David E. Spencer, of Tullahoma, is one 
of six persons awarded cash grants by 
Baptist Bible institute, Graceville, Fla. 
Spencer received the award from the Philip 
W. Lett Student Aid Fund, established by 
Dr. Philip W. Lett, Jr., of Detroit, Mich., 
in memory of his father who served on the 
faculty of the institute until his retirement 
in 1959.

Brint’s Chapel church, Hardeman Coun
ty association, has installed tile in their 
Sunday School rooms.

The Baptist Student Union of Belmont 
college, Nashville, will sponsor an evan
gelistic crusade in the Carroll Street Baptist 
mission March 24-28. Following the theme, 
“Reach Out to Jesus,” the crusade will in
volve some 25 Belmont students as they give 
testimonies, visit and direct music. Jasper 
Kelley is pastor of the mission.

Two churches in Nolachucky association, 
Manley, John Churchman, pastor and Rob
ertson Creek, Robert Howard, pastor, plan 
dedication services for new facilities on 
Easter Sunday, April 11.

Piney Grove church, Hardeman County 
association, has installed carpeting in the 
Sunday School rooms.

Lyons Creek church, Strawberry Plains, 
has ordained Ted Padgett into the gospel 
ministry. He is serving currently as interim 
pastor of the church.

Grace church, Duck River association, 
has paid off the note on its church building.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES
First church, New Tazewell, has called 

James H. Kinser as pastor. Kinser served 
formerly as pastor of Piedmont church, Jef
ferson County association, for the past six 
years.

Randy Smith has been added as a staff 
member in the office of Public Relations 
at Belmont college and will work primarily 
in the field of recruitment as relates to the 
school’s proposed program in an associate 
degree in nursing. Smith is a 1970 gradu
ate of Belmont.

Second church, Memphis, has called 
Tommy L. Bridges as first Church Program 
Administrator. Bridges will administer the 
religious education program of the church 
as well as supervise the non-professional 
employees. A native of Arkansas, he is a 
graduate of Ouachita Baptist college and 
Southwestern Baptist Theological seminary, 
Fort Worth, Tex., and has completed re
quirements for the doctor of religious edu
cation degree from Southwestern. The 
Bridges have two children, Steve, eight, 
and Vickie, six. James W. Hatley is pastor 
at Second church.

Toone church, Toone, has called Jerry 
Faust as pastor. Faust comes to Toone 
from Louisville, Ky.

Leo Moore, pastor, New Union church, 
Hardeman County association, has resigned.

Religion Around the World
Nineteen young men in a youth camp in 

Malawi have indicated a desire to be bap
tized. This comes as a direct result of a 
Bible correspondence course being used by 
Southern Baptist missionaries in the coun
try. Prior to this year, evangelists were not 
allowed to preach in the Young Pioneer 
camps, operated as a government training 
program. Some time ago, Peter Adam 
Sakala, at one of the camps, wrote for the 
Bible Way Correspondence School lessons.

O. E. Bradshaw has resigned as pastor 
of West Hills church, Holston association, 
to become pastor of Grace church, Inde
pendence, Ky. Bradshaw has served West 
Hills for the past 10 years.

Hamilton County association has called 
H. Duane Highlander as director of Co
operative Missions Ministries. Highlander 
is in his second year as moderator of the 
association and comes to his new position 
from Middle Valley church, same associa
tion, where he has served as pastor for the 
past four years. He served formerly as di
rector of the association’s Mission Center 
for seven years. The Highlanders have four 
children: Stephen; Joy; Gilbert; and Carol.

New Bethel church, Hardeman County 
association, has called Ray Jernigan as 
pastor.

Woodbury Road church, Concord asso
ciation, has called Robert J. Fesler as pas
tor. He served formerly as pastor of Pros
perity church, Wilson County association.

Cloverport church, Hardeman County as
sociation, has called Mike Owens as pastor. 
Owens is a student at Union university, 
Jackson.

Fair View church, Sweetwater, has called 
Bennie Creel as pastor. He served former
ly as pastor of Blue Springs church, Grain
ger County association. During his ministry 
at Blue Springs, Calvary mission, was or
ganized near Bean Station and was or
ganized into a church on Feb. 7.

Fordtown church, Kingsport, has called 
Frank Proffitt as pastor. A native of Greene 
County, Proffitt comes to Fordtown from 
Hampton church where he served as pas
tor for the past five years. He is a gradu
ate of Fruitland Baptist Bible institute and 
plans to graduate from Southeastern Baptist 
Theological seminary, Wake Forest, N.C., 
in May. The Proffitts have two children, 
Joan, 17, and Emmett, 14.

FOR SALE
Wooden chairs suitable for Sunday 
School classes. $1 each or $75 per 
100. Call 615-292-0157.
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We Are Proud to Belong to 
Tennessee Baptists!

You gave birth to us because you felt the need for us in the first place. 
For more than a century Tennessee Baptists have shared in providing edu
cation that exalted Biblical concepts of faith, learning, and life.

Yes, we were born out of genuine need. However most of our struggles 
are not over and rapid and sometimes radical changes must be made in 
structures, curricula, and financial programs to survive in today's aca
demic world with intense competition and escalating educational costs.

Just as parents continue looking after a child after it is born, it is impera
tive that Tennessee Baptists continue to nurture and support adequately 
their institutions of higher education. We do not intend to infer you are 
not supporting your colleges today. Your are! We are saying, though, that 
the Hour of Decision is upon us. We must have an even greater allegiance 
from our churches. Thank you for your help.

Yes, we’re proud to belong to Tennessee Baptists! But if you fail to support us, then 
who is going to? The Federal Government, the State, non-Baptists? You know the an
swer. What’s the next step ?

BELMONT COLLEGE 
Dr. Herbert C. Gabhart 

President 
Nashville, Tenn. 37203

CARSON-NEWMAN COLLEGE
Dr. John A. Fincher 

President 
Jefferson City, Tenn. 37760

UNION UNIVERSITY 
Dr. Robert E. Craig 

President 
Jackson, Tenn. 38301

All inquiries will receive personal replies from the President
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Aide To Nader Challenges Baptists 
To Form An 'Office Of The Advocate'

NEW YORK—The church destroys the 
basis of its demands for Christian behavior 
from individuals when it fails to make 
similar demands on institutions or condones 
violations of human rights, an associate of 
consumer crusader Ralph Nader said here.

Kate Blackwell not only decried a lack 
of church involvement in the push toward 
corporate responsibility, she laid a plan of 
action before participants in an annual 
seminar of the Southern Baptist Christian 
Life Commission.

A native of North Carolina and herself a 
Southern Baptist, Miss Blackwell asked the 
commission to establish an Office of the 
Advocate as an arm of the 11.6 million
member denomination, the largest Protes
tant Church in the U.S.

Miss Blackwell said each state Baptist 
convention needs an Office of the Advocate 
to “extend the church’s ministry beyond 
the victims to the causes of misery.”

As examples of what such offices can do, 
she cited needed challenges to make the 
federal Food Stamp Program more equi
table, helping rural families receive their 
share of Farm Extension Service and aiding 

former editor of “Newsday,” former press 
secretary to President Johnson, and a former 
Baptist clergyman.

Moyers described a host of national prob
lems in politics, economics, ecology educa
tion and housing. He said that the hope 
which he felt for the future was very diffi
cult to convey to the poor and dispossessed 
of the present.

He said the best thing which can happen 
to the church is for it to be divorced from 
culture, to give up its “hang-ups on power 
and money” and to enjoy freedom and 
liberty and “excitement in faith.”

The topic of spiritual priorities was in
troduced by the Rev. Leighton Ford of 
the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association.

SPECIAL INSURANCE 
FOR NON-DRINKERS

Ford criticized fraudulent evangelism 
which produces “decisions of Christ” but 
does not produce disciples. “We have been 
content with an evangelism that has changed 
neither man nor society,” he said, adding 
that evangelical Christians have too often 
followed a culture Christ—“a Jesus who 
wears red, white and blue.” (RNS)

The only recorded attempt by Jesus to 
interpret baptism to his followers is that 
of his own baptism.—B. F. Smith in Chris
tian Baptism, a Broadman book

Texas Sweet Onion Plants
Large, white, sweetest of all onions. Plants raised 
in Texas winter garden. Prize winner assortment. 
600 plants $6.00 postpaid. Shipped from Alabama 
for faster service. Licensed Dealer. Place order 
early for immediate shipment.

Sam G. Stanley
Texas Sweet Onion Plant Co.

Phone 205-353-8286 P.O. Box 1
Decatur, Ala. 35601

“company towns” in the South to develop 
democratic interaction.

She lamented the fact that so far attor
neys, rather than churchmen, have done the 
most work in correcting social abuses in 
those fields.

The Nader aide was one of many speak
ers and seminar leaders who led more than 
400 Southern Baptists in considering the 
theme, “National Priorities and Christian 
Responsibilities.”

An overview of the national political situ
ation and priorities which government 
should stress was given by Bill Moyers,

AUTOMOBILE HOMEOWNERS CHURCH PACKAGE
POLICY
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• Low Rates
© Special Discounts for Two 

Cars and Compacts
© "Cancel Protection”

Complete Protection For
• Home and Possessions
• Loss by Theft
• Personal Liability
• Up to 40% Savings

Complete Protection For
• Your Church and Buildings
e Loss by Theft
• Liability and Medical
• Unbelievably Low Cost 

Due to Packaging
IF YOU DON’T DRINK-GET DETAILS TODAY

CARPET YOUR CHURCH
Buy Direct From a Manufacturer and Save 

Approximately 40 per cent
Timothy Carpets, Inc, has designed a carpet 

especially for churches and institutions.
This carpet is made of 100% Vectra® Olefin 

Fiber which unlike Nylon is static free. (NO 
SHOCK WHEN THE HUMIDITY IS LOW) It 
also has the greatest moisture resistance of any 
carpet fiber which means that liquids which will 
stain other carpets would not be absorbed into 
this carpet. This is the secret to the stain 
resistance and eleanability of this carpet.

Tins carpet exceeds the Federal Housing Author
ity Requirements for public buildings and is the 
best of the Indoor-Outdoor type carpets.

When you install this carpet in your sanctuary, 
you will have a soft floor covering which :

• is extremely long wearing.
• has low maintenance cost. (Easy to clean)
• helps insulate and improve temperature 

control.
• improves the beauty of your sanctuary.
• improves the accoustical qualities.
< • is so versatile it can be used in hallways, 

classrooms, auditoriums, vestibules and even 
baptistries.

For free sample and additional information, 
send your name and address and the name of 
your church to:

Timothy Carpets, Inc.
p. 0. Box 446 Calhoun, Georgia 30701

VECTRA® is a registered TM of the Vectra 
Corporation, an affiliate of Enjay Chemical Co.
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Charles A. Maynor
Pnone: 338-4091
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Raymond W. Rlcherson 
Phone: 422-1531
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Charles Mantooth
Ralph C. Sharp 
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G. Fred Longmire 
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LEXINGTON:
G. Lee Wallace 
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Landon Long 
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Bob Dorsey 
Phone: 227-6825
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Phone: 442-2198
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Willie W. Wilson 
Phone: 473-3068
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Jim Duke
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MILLINGTON:
Charles C. Hollingsworth
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Seminary Extension Tape, 
Reading Plans Given Okay

NASHVILLE—The administrative com
mittee of the Southern Baptist Seminary 
Extension Department approved specific 
plans for tape cassette and individual read
ing programs as part of the department’s 
new continuing education series designed 
for Baptist pastors.

The committee also approved of two 
new certificates to be offered for comple
tion of 10 courses each under the depart
ment’s new “basic curriculum” plan, de
signed especially for Baptist pastors with 
less than college education.

The cassette tape and individual reading 
programs, however, will be designed pri
marily for ministers with seminary training, 
according to Raymond M. Rigdon, direc
tor of the Seminary Extension Department.

Presidents of the six Southern Baptist 
Convention-owned seminaries, who com
prise the department’s administrative com
mittee, approved three specific experi
mental reading programs in the “continuing 
education series,” all dealing with “Prob
lems Pastors Face.”

First of the reading programs, to be re
leased July 15, will provide aids to ministers 
in “Helping People With Drug Prob
lems.” (BP)

... from the Mountain of Olives, high above Jerusalem, 
to the Church of Nativity in Bethlehem, through the winding 
streets of Nazareth that Jesus knew as a boy, your faith is 
strengthened knowing HE walked these pathways. The pages 
of the NEW TESTAMENT come alive as you pray by 
Jacob’s Well and sing hymns with fellow travelers at the 
sea of Galilee.

There is a beautiful peace that envelopes the air. The 
warmth of the people, the sun-drenched countryside. 
HIS presence is felt everywhere. The experience will be 
cherished for a lifetime.

Plan your pilgrimage to the Bible Lands. You could be 
leaving with a minister from your area within the next three 
months. For future tours, Christian leaders and laymen 
please write:

® WHOLESALE TOURS INTERNATIONAL, INC.
* 3455 N.E. 12 Terrace

Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 33307

A WALK WITH GOD... 
IN THE LAND OF 

THE BIBLE

Spanish Seminary Will Move To Madrid

Trustees of the Spanish Baptist Seminary 
have voted to move the school from Barce
lona to Madrid in time for the 1971-72 
academic year which opens in October.

The Spanish Baptist Union voted several 
years ago to move the seminary to Madrid 
because of Madrid’s central location in the 
country. However, the move could not be 
made at once.

The seminary property and building in 
Barcelona will be sold, with the sale money 
to be used for development in Madrid.

No site has been chosen yet in Madrid. 
A site in a suburb north or east of Madrid 
appears most likely to be selected.

Until the seminary has its own property 
and buildings, classes will probably meet in 
the building of one of the Baptist churches 
in Madrid. (EBPS)

Journey to the Bible Lands 
and Europe

Plus
World Conference 

on Biblical Prophecy
Departing June 9, 1971

Hosts: Rev. Robert J. Daugherty and 
Gilbert E. Carter

Write them at Forest Hrlls Baptist Church, 
Hillsboro Rd. at Old Hickory Blvd., 

Nashville, Tenn. 37215 
Phone (615) 269-5675

Thursday, March 18, 1971 Page 11



UNIFORM SERIES
Sunday School Lesson for March 21, 1971

Preparing For His Coming
By Howard S. Kolb, Pastor

Audubon Park Baptist Church, Memphis

Kolb

Bible Study Passage: Matthew 25:1-13
The doctrine of the second coming of 

Christ is a grand, glorious, and Scriptural 
doctrine. It occupies a prominent place in 

the Bible. There are over 
three hundred references 
to it in the New Testa
ment alone. In the great 
Olivet Discourse, found 
in three of the gospels 
but especially in Mat
thew, Jesus declares He 
is coming again, It is 
clearly evident that His 
coming again will be 
personal, visible, sudden, 
and glorious. The Christ 
of the cross is destined to 

become Lord of lords and King of kings. 
What a glorious doctrine! It is indeed the 
blessed hope (Titus 2:13)!

The Parable of the Ten Virgins, our les
son for this week, has for its central teach
ing preparation for His coming, readiness 
for His coming. It seems that more people 
are concerned with the time of His coming 
or the program of His coming, rather than 
with preparation for His coming. Each per

Like Sweet Onions?
New Blue Ribbon Assortment. 600 Sweet 
Onion Plants With Free Planting Guide 
$4.20 postpaid. Dept. R
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son needs to get ready for that great climac
tic and certain event!
I. Preparation for His Coming Means Antic

ipating His Coming (Matt. 25:1).
The second coming of Christ is a fact 

established throughout the Bible. The Par
able of the Ten Virgins teaches us that 
Jesus is the heavenly Bridegroom who is 
coming to this earth. Our Lord often re
ferred to Himself as the bridgegroom (Matt. 
9:15; Mark 2:19; Luke 5:34; John 3:29). 
The lesson in the parable is clear. The only 
way to be prepared for His coming is to 
anticipate His coming and get prepared 
for His coming.

All do not anticipate the Lord’s coming 
again alike. Some regard it as the coming 
of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost. 
Some regard it as the coming, of Christ 
at conversion. Some regard it as the destruc
tion of Jerusalem in 70 A.D. Some regard 
it as the coming of the Lord for the be
liever at death. Some see in it the con
version of the world. The person who 
does not believe in the personal and sudden 
return of the Lord, who does not anticipate 
the Lord’s return will not prepare for it. 
II. Preparation for His Coming Means

Avoiding the Foolishness of Unpre
paredness (Matt. 25:2-12).

Jesus said the kingdom of Heaven is like 
unto ten virgins, ten”.maidens, who took 
their lamps, probably torches with a wooden 
staff and a dish on top with oil, and a piece 
of rope or cloth dipped in it, and went forth 
to meet the bridegroom. The five foolish 
virgins took their lamps with little or no 
oil in them. The five wise virgins, prudent 
virgins took oil in their lamps and an addi
tional supply of oil in little containers, an 
extra supply of oil in receptacles. While the 
bridegroom tarried the ten virgins all slum
bered and slept, nodded and then went on 
sleeping. Suddenly, at midnight, at an unex
pected hour a cry was made, a sudden 
outcry rent the air, “Behold, the bridegroom 
cometh” (Matt. 25:6). When the cry was 
made the five foolish virgins found that their 
oil supply was not enough. Their lamps 
were continuing to go out. They sought to 
borrow oil from the five wise virgins and 
were told that the supply was not sufficient 
for both. They were told to go buy oil for 
themselves. While they were going to buy 
oil the bridegroom came. Those who were 
prepared entered into the marrriage feast 
with the bridegroom and the door was shut; 
it was shut to stay shut. When the five 
foolish virgins returned they sought entrance 
by knocking and claiming to know the 
bridegroom. They were denied entrance

Supreme Court Rejects 
'Selective' Objection

WASHINGTON, D.C.—The U.S. Su
preme Court ruled here that opposition 
to all war is essential in qualifying a man 
for conscientious objector status.

The 8 to 1 decision said that the basic 
test, despite religious convictions, is whether 
opposition applies to war in general. There
fore, the right of “selective objection,” or 
opposition to “particular wars” such as 
Vietnam, was ruled unlawful.

Written by Justice Thurgood Marshall, 
the majority opinion went against the ex
pressed wish of many U.S. denominations. 
(RNS) 

even though they claimed an intimate rela
tion with the bridegroom, “Lord, Lord.”

A man is foolish, thoughtless, if he fails 
to prepare for the blessed Lord’s glorious 
return. Early Christians lived in daily ex
pectation of Christ’s coming. Like the 
foolish virgins, many today will be caught 
short because they have not made spiritual 
preparation. The foolish virgins did every
thing that would make the lamp beautiful 
and bright but they lacked oil, lacked spirit
ual preparation. Personal spiritual prepara
tion is something that cannot be shared. 
Every man must have a personal faith in 
Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour. Readiness 
for the Lord’s return means accepting Jesus 
Christ as Saviour and following Him. Are 
you prepared for His coming? The greatest 
privilege of life can be forfeited through 
the neglect of unpreparedness.
in. Preparation for His Coming Means Ac

ceptance At His Coming (Matt. 25:10).
Those who are prepared for the Lord’s 

return will go into the marriage feast with 
Him. Those who are not prepared for the 
Lord’s return will not enter in. There comes 
a time when opportunity is gone. We cannot 
recall missed opportunities. The foolish vir
gins missed their one chance. They did not 
seize their one opportunity. What a won
derful reward will be ours when we are re
ceived by Christ at His coming again (I 
Thess. 4:16, 17). Only the prepared will be 
caught up with Him.
IV. Preparation for His Coming Means 

Watchfulness (Matt. 25:13).
“Watch” is the key word of this parable. 

What is it to watch for the Lord’s coming 
again? Watch means to heed and not be un
prepared. Watchfulness means a constant 
awareness that the Lord will return unex
pectedly. Watchfulness does not refer to 
wakefulness but to thorough preparation. 
The fact that a person does not know “the 
day nor the hour” (Matt. 25:13) is not an 
excuse for neglect but is a reason for watch
fulness, for preparedness. The uncertainty 
of the time of His coming does not do away 
with the fact of His coming. We are to be 
prepared for His coming! Are you prepared 
for His coming?
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J. R. Covington, right, Calvary pastor, 
and Dr. and Mrs. Albert Ebenezer.

Calvary, Knoxville, Works 
With Internationals

Calvary church, Knoxville, J. R. Coving
ton, pastor, has begun a ministry to Inter
national Students enroled at the University 
of Tennessee. The new work began when 
several Chinese couples used the facilities 
of the church for weddings.

Mrs. Albert Ebenezer, of Madras, India, 
wife of Dr. Albert Ebenezer, who is doing 
research in hematology at the university, 
Miss Betty Shepard, missionary to Africa 
studying at the university, and Mrs. J. R. 
Covington, the pastor’s wife, comprise the 
church’s International Student Committee.

During February, Calvary observed In
ternational Day. C. Benton Williams, con
sultant, International Student Work, Stu
dent department, Baptist Sunday School 
Board of the Southern Baptist Convention, 
served as guest speaker. Later in the month 
the Chinese students prepared food for the 
Young Adults Sunday School department 
fellowship. Other national cultures and 
cuisines will be featured in future fellowship 
meetings.

Each Saturday night pastor Covington 
plans to share in Bible Study with a group 
of interested International Students.

“Boy, he sure likes to talk!”

Supreme Court Denies CO 
Status In Specific Wars

WASHING! UN—Ihe U.S. Supreme 
Court here denied that conscientious objec
tion to participation in a particular war is 
required by tne First Amendment to the 
Constitution or by the provisions of the 
Military Selective Service Act of 1967.

The court’s decision came as a result of 
an appeal by two conscientious objectors to 
particular wars (specifically the Vietnam 
War) but who are not objectors to all wars.

Guy Porter Gillette, a professed human
ist, earlier had been convicted for wilful 
failure to report for induction into the 
armed forces.

Gillette had stated his willingness to par
ticipate in a war of national defense or a 
war sponsored by the United Nations as a 
peacekeeping measure. He declared, how
ever, his opposition to American military 
operations in Vietnam, which he character
ized as “unjust.”

Louis A. Negre, a devout Roman Catho
lic, after induction into the Army, com
pletion of basic training, and receipt of 
orders for Vietnam duty, sought discharge 
as a conscientious objector to war. He did 
not claim objection to all wars.

There was no question in the opinion of 
the court concerning the sincerity or re
ligious quality of the views of either of 
these men.

In its decision the court upheld the valid
ity of the provision for conscientious ob
jection to all war as set forth in the Selec
tive Service Act, but it did not extend this 
right to objection to particular wars.

In addition, the court held that the Selec
tive Service Act does not violate either the 
“establishment clause” or the “free exer
cise clause” of the First Amendment to the 
Constitution.

These two provisions of the First Amend
ment provide: “Congress shall make no law 
respecting an establishment of religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof.”

The section of the Selective Service Act 
that was under consideration by the court 
provides that no person shall be subject to 
“service in the armed forces of the United 
States who, by reason of religious training

ARE YOU 1 CA
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Widow of John D. Rockefeller, Jr., 
Leaves $1 Million To Church

NEW YORK—The interdenominational 
Riverside church here will receive $1 mil
lion from the estate of the late Mrs. Martha 
Baird Rockefeller, who died recently.

The sum is one of 14 charitable bequests 
totaling $36.4 million left by the second wife 
of the late John D. Rockefeller, Jr. Mr. 
Rockefeller died in 1960.

Riverside church has received consider
able Rockefeller support over the years. Mr. 
Rockefeller was instrumental in building the 
present structure near Columbia University.

Mrs. Martha Baird Rockefeller, who mar
ried the businessman and philanthropist in 
1951, had been a strong supporter of the 
church in recent years, a Riverside official 
said.

It was not immediately known whether 
the $1 million bequest was designated to 
specific programs. It presumably will be 
added to the church’s present endowment of 
$24,483,913, much of it contributed by the 
Rockefeller family.

The property of Riverside church is esti
mated as having a replacement value of 
about $86,000,000. (RNS)
and belief, is conscientiously opposed to par
ticipation in war in any form.

The Selective Service Act also provides 
civilian duty for those who claim conscien
tious objection to participation in war.

The court decision was on an 8-1 vote, 
with Justice William O. Douglas dissenting. 
Justice Hugo Black concurred with the de
cision of the court, but did not agree with 
all of its reasoning in arriving at its con
clusion. (BP)

CHURCH FURNITURE
by LINDSEY

DIRECT FROM THE i
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Life and Work Series
Sunday School Lesson for March 21, 1971

THE WAY OF RECOVERY
By W. R. White

Baylor University, Waco, Texas

Basic Passages: John 13:36-38; 18:10-27; 21:15-19
Focal Passages: John 13:36-38; 18:25-27; 21:15-17

We are prone to think of apostles and 
prophets as having been practically perfect 
saints with a halo

White

about them. They were 
stalwart dynamic men 
of God. However, they 
were beset with weak
nesses and temptations 
such as we experience. 
Sometimes they faltered 
seriously but they did 
not accept defeat. By 
God’s grace they recov
ered and carried on.

Often we are unrea
sonably critical and un
fairly cynical toward 
Christian teachers who 

falter and reveal weaknesses. We must 
realize that all men are human. Everyone 
has his frailties.

Today man’s environment is full of pol
lution and evil pressures. It costs much to 
be godly in our kind of world.

We are to be fair, realistic and sym
pathetic. We who see a brother overtaken 
in a fault are to restore such a one in the 
spirit of meekness.

We who are born again are in a spiritual 
family which should be closely knit in love.
IMMATURE ZEAL OFTEN BLUNDERS
John 13:36-38

Peter had plenty of impulsive zeal but 
it was not very mature. When Jesus told 
him that he could not follow Him then 
but he would later, he assured Jesus that 
he was ready to follow him that moment 
even unto death.

Jesus informed him that he was not only 
unprepared for the ordeal awaiting Him 
but that he would deny Him thrice scarcely 
even before the cock should crow.

Peter meant well but he did not know 
himself or the nature of the situation. At 
other times he blundered, for instance 
when he proposed the three tabernacles on 
the mount of transfiguration or when he 
drew his sword and cut off the ear of the 
servant of the high priest in the Garden of 
Gethsemane.
PETER FALTERS THREE TIMES
John 18:25-27

In the full account of Peter’s behavior 
when he faced serious crises he denied his 
Lord three times. After Jesus had sub
mitted to the arrest and following preced- 
ures, Peter was accused three times of being 
a .disciple of Jesus. Each time he denied it. 
In fact he came to be very vehement in his 
denial.

His weakness became very apparent. His 
boastful claims of courageous loyalty were 
revealed to be very shallow and empty. He 
capitulated when confronted with real dan
ger.

We know that when the cock crowed 
Peter’s memory became very vivid and his 
conscience very active. He was plunged 
into a poignant sense of guilt. He repented 
in depth.
JESUS GIVES PETER ANOTHER 
CHANCE
John 21:15-17

Repeating a searching question three 
times, Jesus grieves Peter very much. Each 
time the apostle is probed as to his love 
for Jesus. Each time Peter answers in the 
affirmative. The last time Peter says, “You 
know that I love you.”

After Peter’s first affirmation of love, 
Jesus told him to feed His lambs. After 
the second and third affirmation He told 
him to feed His sheep.

Jesus lovingly but firmly challenges Peter 
to prove his love. Nourishing His little ones 
and feeding His flock is the assignment 
given the impulsive apostle. He is not so 
boastful this time nor so lavish in his claims.

There must be solid evidence or fruit 
demonstrating genuine - repentance.

Winning the lost is great and glorious, 
even imperative. However, nourishing, de
veloping and maturing those won is so vital. 
Most of the New Testament is written to 
enlighten, guide and edify believers.

If the lambs are not nourished and the 
sheep are not fed, there will not be good 
health or normal development. Starved and 
stunted believers will be a reproach to the 
cause of Christ. The image of Christianity 
will be badly distorted before the eyes of 
the world. This will make it more difficult 
to win the lost.

Furloughing Missionary 
Dies En Route To Church

Mrs. John Mein, 64, Southern Baptist 
missionary to Brazil, died Feb. 21 in Dal
las, Tex. A funeral service was held there 
Feb. 23, and a second service took place 
in Jacksonville, Fla., at Avondale Baptist 
church. Burial was in Jacksonville.

Mrs. Mein, who arrived in the States 
early in December for a short furlough, 
was stricken at the home of a friend as 
they prepared to leave for worship services 
at First Baptist church.

Foundation

After The Funeral Is Over
By Jonas L. Stewart

Executive Secretary-Treasurer
A broken-hearted family is left behind 

when the body of father and mother are left 
at the cemetery. It seems so final. They are 
gone and, most of the time, only memories 
are left—except that maybe there was an 
estate to help assuage the grief. Father and 
mother worked, sacrificed and saved to ac
cumulate it. What will finally happen to it?

Much of it may go for estate tax. Some 
will go for administrative cost. The re
mainder will be divided and spent by rela
tives if they do not disagree to the extent 
of going to court and losing most of it 
there.

Children could do well to encourage their 
parents not to leave their estate outright to 
them. It can be left in trust with the in
come paid to the children for their lifetime. 
It is possible that such an arrangement can 
provide them more benefits than an out
right bequest because of the tax savings. 
Your Foundation administers such trust 
funds with no cost to the beneficiaries for 
its services. At the death of the children 
there is another tax savings and the fund is 
there as a testimony to their parents’ love 
for the Lord, with the income being paid 
at least annually and forever to that Chris
tian cause loved by the parents. Many par
ents would do this if they knew the children 
would be pleased. A carefully prepared will 
is necessary to make this provision.

After the funeral is over the family can 
go home, missing mother and dad but know
ing that they will live forever in heaven and 
that their testimony will live on earth until 
Jesus comes.

A representative of your Tennessee Bap
tist Foundation would be glad to discuss 
this further with anyone without obligation 
to them. Write or call Tennessee Baptist 
Foundation, Dr. Jonas L. Stewart, Execu
tive Secretary-Treasurer, P. O. Box 647, 
Brentwood, Tennessee 37027; Phone (615) 
833-4220.

Wine Issue Jeopardizes
Interdenominational Communion

The use of wine with high alcoholic con
tent as the beverage has been called a bar
rier to interdenominational communion 
services between Baptists and Lutherans in 
Sweden.

Bert Franzen, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Uppsala, and former editor of 
the Swedish Baptist weekly newspaper, 
“Veckoposten,” presented his viewpoint in 
an article in that publication.

He observed that at one time the major 
obstacle would have been the interdenomi
national character of the communion serv
ice itself. This barrier has been lowered 
both by Lutherans and Baptists, who are 
now willing to jointly sponsor experimental 
communion services. (EBPS)
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Executive
By W. Fred Kendall

Christ. Today I

Kendall

Last week I talked about Bible study 
to be a master teacher of the Bible for 

want to talk about an
other vital matter of the 
Christian life. It is in
tercessory prayer. I am 
so often made aware of 
this by letters I receive 
in which the statement is 
made “we remember you 
daily in our prayers.” I 
have received so many 
assurances from so many 
personal friends and 
from church groups that 
they remember us in 
their prayers as we as

sume places of responsibility in our various 
programs of work here at our offices.

Let me assure you that I feel the power 
of those prayers and the undergirding of 
them during hard and difficult days. Paul 
writes so much about prayer. He prayed 
for the churches and for the leadership of 
the churches. He also asked them to pray 
for him. He was always grateful for their 
prayers and assured them that his ministry 
would not succeed without their prayers.

When I was in college we often had 
prayer partners and we would have a prayer 
list of people and causes for which we 
prayed with deep concern and with faith 
that God would hear and bless. We prayed 
for each other and for our professors and 
for the leaders of our work.

In the churches which I pastored I tried 
to keep the prayer meeting a vital part 
of the church life. But we also developed 
prayer groups who were concerned about 
people and their needs. We had many who 
prayed for each other, and we tried to hold 
each other up before God in our prayers.

I don’t know of any greater need than 
such a spirit of prayer today. Churches 
need to pray for their pastor and their 
church officers and leaders. Church groups, 
Sunday School classes, deacons, and others 
need to have special objectives and to be 
aware of the needs of each other and of 
the church as a whole. They also need to 
major on the needs of lost people and of 
those who have problems and some who 
are in trouble.

We all need to pray for a recovery of 
faith in the power of prayer. Recently, I 
read again the biographies of two very re
markable men whose lives of prayer and 
faith in the promises of God accomplished 
phenomenal things. They were J. Hudson 
Taylor and George Mueller. What God did 
through these men, He can do and will do 
again.

My personal prayer concerns are very 
large and keep growing. There are so many

On Matters of

oL^ivincj
By Dr. B. David Edens, 
Director, Marriage and 
Family Program 
Stephens College 
Columbia, Missouri 65201

Home Atmosphere Must 
Reflect Feeling That Words 

Are Important
Long before a child is taught to read he 

knows that the printed word is—or isn’t— 
important in his family. This knowledge is 
one of the strongest foundations of reading 
success or failure, reading specialists attend
ing the Annual Reading Conference at 
Miami University generally agreed.

Parents don’t have to be scholarly to show 
a child they care about reading and they 
don’t have to be affluent to create an at
mosphere where words matter, it was 
stressed. The problem is that many parents 
don’t use the resources at hand.

“Although 50 per cent of the American 
population lives within 5 miles of a library, 
only 5 per cent uses the library,” said Miami 
University reading authority Dr. Donald L. 
Edwards. If a family can’t afford a news
paper or magazines, a neighbor will prob
ably be glad to pass them on. Even the un
solicited catalogues that crowd the mailbox 
contain the stuff that reading readiness is 
made of.

Drs. Edwards and Geraldine Trusty of 
McGuffey Laboratory School urge mothers 
to find 10 minutes a day to sit down with 
their pre-school children and play with 
words. Open a newspaper, magazine or 
catalogue, look through it and talk about 
the pictures. Give the youngster a pencil 
or crayon and encourage him to talk about 
a picture as he marks it. Tell him, “Joe, put 
a circle around the man’s hand. . . . Now, 
make a mark on his hat. . . . Find me the 
machine used for cutting grass. . . . Which 
girl is wearing the blue blouse?”

Looking for a specific object and marking 
it gives a child perceptual-motor practice, 
Edwards and Trusty pointed out. Talking 
about it gives him oral language experience. 
Having his parent’s complete attention for a 
short while builds his sense of security and 
strengthens his image of himself as a lov
able, competent being. It doesn’t take a 
school to make a learner or money to find 
teaching materials, the specialist empha
sized.

for whom I need to pray. It is a ministry 
of intercession that is urgent and impelling. 
Prayer is intensely personal and so many of 
the trials and heartbreaks we can take to 
God when there is nowhere else to go. The 
bonds of Christian love make it imperative 
that our concern brings us to our knees to

Historically:
From the files

50 YEARS AGO
Two young people were con

verted during regular class sessions 
at Southwestern Baptist Theological 
seminary, Fort Worth, Texas. Both 
were visitors to the campus, spending 
the day with student friends.

Hotels of Chattanooga sent attrac
tive poster cards to hotels across the 
South which read, “Avoid Chatta
nooga May 12-18.” The posters re
minded the travelling public that the 
hotels of the east Tennessee city 
would be filled with attendants of the 
Southern Baptist Convention.

20 YEARS AGO
Fred L. Bell became full-time 

chaplain at Mid-State Baptist hospital, 
Nashville. Bell served formerlv as 
resident chaplain at the North Caro
lina Baptist hospital in Winston- 
Salem.

The State department, Washington, 
D. C., reported that it was investi
gating the death of a 42-year-old 
Southern Baptist medical missionary 
to China. Dr. William L. Wallace, of 
Knoxville, died while being held as a 
prisoner of the Communists in 
Wuchow. Dr. Wallace was head of 
the Stout Memorial hospital in 
Wuchow at the time of his arrest.

10 YEARS AGO
Two Nashville churches observed 

their 50th anniversary during the 
same week. Eastland church, Hay
ward Highfill, pastor, and Judson 
Memorial church, Hobart B. Ford, 
pastor, planned special services for 
their Silver anniversaries.

“Baptists Who Know, Care” 
Church members will support Baptist 
work in Tennessee and around the 
world if they are informed of the 
needs by reading the BAPTIST AND 
REFLECTOR.

intercede for those we love and who need 
our prayers so much.

I do appreciate so much every assurance 
of prayer in behalf of our work. Let us 
covenant to pray more and to make our 
prayers of intercession include the large 
circle whose needs are so great. Today 
there is a great concern for people. Let 
this concern include them in the circle of 
our daily prayers.
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DISTRICT ASSOCIATIONS- 
SOURCE OF SOUTHERN BAPTIST UNITY 

By Harold D. Gregory

Associations—Who needs them? We all 
do, that’s who! Many unthinking Baptists 
have been heard to say, “Oh, the Associa; 
tion is antiquated and outdated.” To be 
sure the association is the oldest known 
Baptist denominational unit in existence, 
but it is not outdated. The first record of 
a functioning association was in Aber- 
gaveney, Wales in 1653, and there are indi
cations that there were two associations in 
Wales supporting a college in the lat
ter part of the seventh century. When 
Baptists migrated to America an association 
was begun in Philadelphia in 1707. These 
associations were formed because of the 
felt need for fellowship by the small scat
tered churches of that day. Today there are 
more than 3000 associations of Baptist 
churches throughout the world with over 
1200 in the territory of Southern Baptists.

Many honest inquiries have been made as 
to how such a loosely-knit fellowship, like 
a rope of sand, has developed the strong 
bond of unity found among Southern Bap
tists. How can there be such flexible di
versity as to modes and methods and yet 
such strength of unity in doctrinal beliefs? 
This is not only a seeming riddle to many 
outsiders but also to insiders as well.

In my humble judgment the answer is 
found in the district associations with which 
Baptist churches are affiliated, even though 
many churches take their relationships so 
casually that they are scarcely aware of 
their connection.

Educational Institutions Helpful
Our academies, institutes, colleges and 

seminaries have had vital roles in molding 
the doctrinal position of Southern Baptists. 
Our publishing boards, assemblies and other 
agencies with their millions of books and 
periodicals have also had a tremendous part 
in establishing a certain unity of doctrinal 
views. But no single agency or institution in 
Southern Baptist life has played a more 
vital role in establishing and determining 
our doctrinal unity and stability than the 
district association. Why? How, can and 
does such a seemingly feeble, often im
potent organization be the source of such 
strength and unity among our churches?

The association is not only the denomina
tional unit nearest geographically to the 
affiliated churches, it is practically the only 
unit in denominational life where a church 
petitions for affiliation and is required to 
give a statement of her doctrinal beliefs be
fore she is accepted for fellowship. A few 
of our newest, smaller state conventions 
have this requirement, but it is usually ac
cepted as axiomatic that acceptance of a 
church for fellowship by a cooperating asso
ciation carries with it the understanding that 
such a church is also affiliated with the state 

and Southern Baptist Convention. The re
quirement of a statement of faith to become 
affiliated with an association or to maintain 
fellowship with them is almost exclusively 
the prerogative of the association.

Basis of Acceptance
The basis of acceptance for cooperation 

in most state conventions and in the South
ern Baptist Convention is determined to a 
large degree by the amount of dollars given 
from the churches. The number of mes
sengers seated in these conventions is based 
on the dollars given through the Coopera
tive Program. The basis for affiliation of 
churches with an association is primarily a 
matter of doctrinal integrity.

Some will say that an association has no 
right to make such a requirement of a 
church; that the church is sovereign. To be 
sure the church is sovereign and inde
pendent. But every Baptist body—associa
tion or convention—is also autonomous and 
independent of every other Baptist body, 
and every Baptist body has a right to make 
the rules that governs its reception of new 
affiliates or how Baptist churches which 
petition for fellowship in the first place 
shall maintain their relationships. Any other 
conclusion is ridiculous.

The state and Southern Baptist Conven
tions are dependent upon the association for 
doctrinal stability and unity more than they 
realize, but also in the matter of gathering 
vital information from the churches and also 
in the promotion of programs they project. 
Weaken or destroy the'association and our 
denominational structure will collapse.

In recent months some of our associations 
have begun to vacillate on retaining their 
position as the unifying agency for our vital 
doctrines as we have known them. When an 
association forfeits its role in this regard or 
fails to maintain constant vigilance on mat
ters of doctrinal stability it surrenders the 
most vital of all its functions. %

Purpose of Association
The first and primary purpose of an asso

ciation of independent, cooperating Baptist 
churches, is to provide, promote and main
tain fellowship in and among the churches. 
And Brethren, in matters of religion, the 
first true basis of fellowship is that of unity 
in doctrinal beliefs. There must be “one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism.” When our 
churches get off base at this point, there is 
no ground for fellowship. When we no 
longer have the fellowship of “kindred 
minds”, we will kill every possibility for co
operative service—doing together—what no 
single church can do alone. Some of our 
strong associations are facing very bitter 
experiences in this matter just now. They 
desperately need our prayers.

Baptists are basically a plain people, even

Cuban Presbyterians In Florida Protest 
Denomination's Stand On Latin Affairs

MIAMI—Leaders of Cuban United Pres
byterians in south Florida are unhappy 
with their denomination’s stand on Latin 
American affairs.

Pastors and laymen voiced complaints 
during a recent luncheon here with Dr. 
William R. Laws, moderator of the General 
Assembly.

They particularly protested a 1969 As
sembly endorsement of a report recom
mending the end of U.S. trade restric
tions with Cuba and the normalizing of re
lations with the Castro government. (RNS)

Anglican Priest Accepts Jail 
Rather Than Pay Traffic Fine

LONDON, Ont.—An An
glican priest from Jamaica, the 
Rev. Vivian Cohen, 30, served 
three days in jail here rather 
than pay a $20 fine for failure 
to stop at a red light.

Father Cohen, who didn’t 
tell the court he was a priest, 
said he served the term on prin
ciple. He said the light was 
amber, not red as the policeman 
testified.

“It was his word against mine 
and mine against his, and the 
court took the officer’s,” Father 
Cohen told reporters.

The police are not always 
right and if the courts are al
ways going to take the police
man’s word, why did I have to 
bother going down to give my 
version?” (RNS) 

though they have become a bit more so
phisticated in recent times. When we leave 
the plain teachings of the New Testament 
and begin to speculate in the realm of high
ly spun theological theories, we are forget
ting the “rock from whence we are hewn.” 
We are courting disaster both as churches, 
as associations and as a denomination.

May I offer a word of suggestion to asso
ciations before a crisis arises? Why not ap
point a committee of your best people, lay
men, pastors and women and seriously 
study and update the constitution and by
laws of your association. Don’t approach 
this matter in a punitive manner nor pre
cipitate a crisis in the way you introduce 
the new document. Pray much for this com
mittee and give them ample time to work.

Don’t forget that the major purpose of 
an association over three hundred years 
ago was in establishing, protecting and pro
moting fellowship. It is no less true today. 
The core of our fellowship is doctrinal 
unity. If we are anything we are a fellow
ship or else we have only a handful of wind.
(Editor's Note: Mr. Gregory is superin
tendent of missions for the Nashville asso
ciation.)
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