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PAUL COMES TO ATHENS
By Herschel H. Hobbs

Devotional

"Let Us Alone!"

By Ted Duffey, Pastor
Cedar Grove Baptist Church, Big Sandy

“Now while Paul waited for them at 
Athens, his spirit was stirred in him, when 
he saw the city wholly given to idolatry” 
—Acts 17:16.

In his hurried departure from Berea Paul 
left Silas and Timothy there. But arriving 
in Athens he sent word back for them to 
join him. And while waiting for them he was 
busy for the Lord.

Athens was the city of Pericles who led 
Greece to her golden age. Since the fifth 
century B.C., it was the art and cultural 
center of the world. It was called the uni
versity city. Here Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, 
Zeno, and Epicurus had lived and taught. 
Her artists were unexcelled in sculpture, 
literature, and oratory. And while the city’s 
greatest glory was behind her when Paul 
came there, it must have been a thrill to him 
to see it probably for the first time.

However, his thrill soon gave place to 
strong provocation. He was greatly pro
voked by the many idols found there. Liter
ally, it was a “city full of idols.” The Greek 
statuary while beautiful was related largely 
to pagan gods. Pausanias says that Athens 
had more images than all the rest of Greece 
put together. In the time of Nero, not long 
after Paul was there, Pliny says that the 
city had 3,000 public statues besides count
less ones in homes. Petronius said that it
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was easier to find a god than a man in 
Athens.

In such an atmosphere Paul could not be 
silent. So daily he reasoned with Jews and 
God-fearers in the synagogue. And simul
taneously at other hours in the marketplace 
he talked to all “who met” him. The word 
so rendered means those who happened to 
pass by. In the marketplace people came 
and went as teachers taught. But to such a 
passing audience Paul reasoned about “Jesus 
and the resurrection” (v. 18).

It was a slim chance to witness for Christ. 
But Paul seized upon it. Nothing is said 
about the results of such. But at least it 
brought him to the attention of the Stoic 
and Epicurean philosophers. And this re
sulted in one of Paul’s greatest sermons. Of 
interest is the absence of any mention of 
opposition by the Jews in Athens. Perhaps 
in this cultural atmosphere they were more 
opened minded than those in other places.

However one may view Paul’s experi
ence in Athens, it teaches that Christians 
should use whatever opportunity that is 
available to witness for Christ.

By Jim Griffith

Farmers and ranchers in the South
west, who are in the grip of a crip
pling seven-month drought, said—after 
a little moisture fell last week—“what 
we needed was a ‘frog strangler,’ but 
all we got was a ‘Methodist sprinkle’.”

For the past several months, the 
drought has been so severe that it has 
brought to mind a number of compari
sons and similies among which are:

The deacon’s favorite: “The weather 
has been as dry as a sermon.”

Or the preacher’s choice: “It has 
been as dry as a miser’s eye at a fund- 
raising rally.”

And this one: “The weather has 
been as dry as throats at a persimmon 
supper.”

But from the church standpoint, the 
drought may present some serious 
problems. If it doesn’t rain soon, the 
Baptists may have to begin sprinkling, 
the Methodists will use a damp cloth, 
and the Presbyterians will have to send 
their converts out to be “dry cleaned”.

Two verses from Mark’s gospel remind 
us of an everpresent challenge to the 
church. “And there was in their synagogue 

a man with an unclean 
spirit; and he cried out, 
saying, Let us alone; 
what have we to do with 
Thee, thou Jesus of 
Nazareth? Art Thou 
come to destroy us? I 
know Thee who Thou 
art, the Holy One of 
God. And Jesus rebuked 
him, saying, Hold thy 
peace, and come out of 
him.” (Mark 1:23-25)

Most of us are mind
ful of the truth “God is no respecter of 
persons.” The unclean spirit crying out 
from the man in the synagogue is a timely 
reminder that evil is no respecter of per
sons, nor places. Job tells of a day when 
the sons of God came to present themselves 
before the Lord, and who should be found 
among them but Satan himself.

Who deals with the unclean spirits in our 
churches and how? Oh, unclean spirits are 
there! Justifying the means by the ends 
they see as good, maintaining the status 
quo, conforming to social pressure, yield
ing to the lust of the flesh substituting hu
man reason for Christ’s rule and man’s 
pleasure for God’s work, and all the time 
crying out to the opposing WORD, “Let 
us alone!” Poor, unregenerate, deluded man 
is always crying out, “Leave me alone! 
You will destroy me.” And the pity of it is, 
he truly believes it. He recognizes what 
self-righteous souls often fail to recognize, 
that God’s love is not love; but wrath, to 
the evil-possessed.

But Christ does not obey the unclean 
spirits; they obey Him! To the degree that 
He is in our churches, the churches will 
be able to say, “Hold thy peace and come 
out.” It may be more difficult, but it is 
more Biblical, to cast out sin than it is 
to cast out the sinner.

To be left alone is annihilation. To be 
in koinonia (fellowship) is salvation. Our 
prayer should include the petition not only 
to know the right, but power to do the 
right once it is known.
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State Convention Colleges
Plan Commencement Exercises

The three senior colleges, operated under 
the auspices of the Tennessee Baptist Con
vention, will have their baccalaureate and 
commencement exercises in May.

Dr. Carlyle Mamey, a native of Harri
man and presently associated with Inter

Brock McKnight Grey
preters’ House, Lambuth Inn, Lake Juna- 
luska, N.C., and an alumni of Carson-New
man college, Jefferson City, will bring the 
baccalaureate sermon during Carson-New
man’s 121st commencement exercises 
at 10:30 a.m. on May 28. Dr. Terry San
ford, president, Duke university and a 
former governor of North Carolina, will 
bring the commencement address on the 
evening of May 28 at 7:30 p.m. at Burke- 
Tarr Stadium. Dr. John A. Fincher, Car
son-Newman president, will award degrees 
to 323 candidates.

Dr. H. Franklin Paschall, pastor, First 
church, Nashville, will bring the baccalau-

Dissident, Regular Baptists 
Improve Russian Conditions

Dissident Baptists, by fighting for their 
religious conviction, and regular Baptists, 
through continuing discussions with govern
ment authorities, have improved the climate 
in which religious bodies must operate in 
the Soviet Union.

Baptists in the West, who can not com
prehend conditions under which Christians 
live in Russia, must not sit in judgment on 
their Russian brethren, whether they be dis
sidents (or initiatives) or a part of the of
ficial Baptist movement.

Sven Svenson, of Stockholm, editor of 
the Swedish Baptist Union weekly news
paper, “Veckoposten”, expressed these opin
ions after making a three-week circle tour 
of Baptist churches in European and 
Asiatic Russia.

“The initiatives (dissidents) have shown 
the authorities there are Christians in Russia 
willing to stand up and battle for their re
ligious beliefs,” Svenson said.

“On the other hand,” the editor went on, 
“the officially registered Baptist union has 
succeeded, through discussions with them, 
in making the authorities aware of view
points which they had previously ignored.” 
(EBPS)

reate sermon for Belmont college, Nashville 
at 10:30 a.m. on May 28 in Massey Audi
torium. At 5 p.m. on May 28 Belmont 
president Herbert C. Gabhart will award 
degrees to 185 graduating seniors following 
an address by Dr. Harvie Branscomb, chan
cellor emeritus of Vanderbilt university, 
Nashville.

Baccalaureate services for Union univer
sity, Jackson, will be held at 10:50 a.m. on 
May 29 at Calvary church with Dr. J. D. 
Grey, pastor, First Baptist church, New Or
leans, La., as featured speaker. At 6 p.m. 
the same day commencement exercises will 
be held on Union’s campus with United 
States Senator William (Bill) Brock of 
Chattanooga as featured speaker. President 
Robert Craig will award degrees to 190 
candidates.

Union will also award the first honorary 
degrees since 1967. James L. Walker, super
intendent of the Madison County School 
System for the past 14 years, will be given 
the doctor of laws degree and Charles D. 
McKnight, chaplain for the Baptist Me
morial Hospital, Memphis, for the past 14 
years, will be awarded the doctor of human- 
ics degree.

First church, Shelbyville, Alfred T. Royer, pastor, has dedicated its new 
facilities. The cost of the new sanctuary (585 seating capacity) and educational 
building as well as the present expansion program, is $650,000. The exterior 
of the new structures is of colonial brick trimmed with limestone. The 125- 
foot white aluminum steeple is lighted. The interior of the sanctuary features 
carpeting, colonial design cushioned pews, and leaded stained glass from the 
old auditorium.

Demonstrate For Spiritual Welfare, 
Billy Graham Urges Evangelicals

HOLLYWOOD, Calif.—Evangelist Billy 
Graham suggested here that it is time for 
evangelical Christians to lead demonstra
tions on Washington that declare “we are 
concerned about race, war and pollution, 
but that our greatest concern is for the 
spiritual welfare of America and the world.”

Graham’s remarks were made at the 
closing session of the 29th annual conven
tion of the National Association of Evan
gelicals, many of whose affiliated 69 
denominations have strongly objected to 
political activism.

But Graham, speaking before a standing- 
room-only audience at the Hollywood Pal
ladium, said it is incumbent on evangelic d 
Christians to “get in step with God” in a 
time of unprecedented spiritual quest i:. 
America and many parts of the world.

The evangelist touched another sensitive 
spot with some evangelicals when he called 
for formation of an international umbrella 
group for fellowship purposes of evangeli
cals who are members of churches affiliated 
with the World and National Councils of 
churches.

Graham said an international evangelical 
fellowship “would bring great encourage
ment and rejoicing to evangelicals through
out the world.” (RNS)
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Meet Me tn St. Louis In What Spirit?

Baptists throughout Tennessee—and the United States 
are making plans to attend the annual session of the South
ern Baptist Convention meeting in St. Louis, Missouri, 
June 1-4. The vast majority of those who plan to attend, 
we believe, are planning to attend what they hope will be 
a “good” convention. What comprises a “good” conven
tion is, to some, a debatable point.

Most of the messengers will go, it is hoped, in an at
titude of prayer, with the sincere desire that the Spirit of 
the Living God might be present and evident in each of 
the sessions; that the work of Southern Baptists might be 
presented as it is—a ministry in the name of Our Lord; 
and in the hope that out of this series of meetings will 
come a renewed dedication to the cause of Christ through 
the interests supported by Southern Baptists.

To others, apparently, a “good” convention is one in 
which some dissension must be created, some argument 
provoked, some pessimism magnified. This, to us, does 
NOT come under the heading of a “good” convention.

Southern Baptists need desperately to renew, individual
ly and collectively, their commitment to God, and their 
commitment to the advancement of His Kingdom upon 
this earth. If we declared ourselves strongly enough to 
this commitment, out of this convention could come the 
beginning of a revival which could sweep the face of the 
earth. If we dedicated ourselves completely as a conven
tion, we could be a most influential factor in Kingdom 
advance.

As in a neighborhood, or a city, or a state, so it is with 
a denominational meeting. We either—usually—find what 
we are looking for, or create that which we expect. We 
can meet in St. Louis determined to look forward, and 
to seek the will of the Lord. Or, we can meet in St. 
Louis, looking for dry bones to resurrect—and find them.

This could, in our judgment, be a crucial year for 
Southern Baptists. After conventions in New Orleans in 
1969, and Denver in 1970, this convention may well set 
the course of denominational life for the next decade as 
one of harmony and progressive cooperation. The alter
nate is to be dreaded: This convention could also set the 
stage for a decade of disunity—and most messengers, in 
the final analysis, would be at a loss to know why.

We have many minds—not alike. There is nothing 
wrong with this. But, with many minds, we must not 
lose sight of the fact that we are of one body, in the spirit 
of Christ. Should we lose sight of this fact, then Southern 
Baptists may well, in retrospect, look upon 1970 and 1971 
as the years when we reached the top of a long hill, and 
started downward. If we continue in unity, we could well 
continue to climb that long hill to the stars—heaven
bound, looking toward and ready for the vision of heaven.

And, if we stay in “harness” we could well be a potent 
force in helping lift the sin-sick world in which we live 
along that same hill which we need to climb.

It is our prayerful hope that when we meet in St. Louis, 
we will meet in the Spirit of Christ,' as if there to at
tend to the King’s business, which is precisely why we 
plan to go!

JVe Can Always Learn
One of the most interesting letters to come across the 

desk of the editor of Baptist And Reflector recently was a 
lengthy letter from the publisher of Amusement Business. 
The publisher was responding to a request for informa
tion concerning publishing and printing interests in the 
Nashville area. In the concluding paragraph, the publisher, 
Mr. Walter J. Heeney, publisher of Billboard and Amuse
ment Business, said: “I think”—(people) “should be 
aware that today most progressive publishers don’t think 
of themselves as in the newspaper or magazine business. 
Rather, we are in the information business.

“In other words, our purpose is to move information 
(statistics, news, and knowledge) to people who need 
this information in order to make decisions or intellec
tually improve themselves.” This sentence could well say 
a lot to those of us who are seeking actively to promote 
the Word of God in the interest of the Kingdom of God 
through religious newspapers.

This could address itself to Baptist And Reflector read
ers in terms of concept. For we, too, are in the information 
business. We are in the business of getting information 
about the Word of God, information to inspire, to inform, 
and to prompt people to act for the advancement of the 
Kingdom of God. Maybe his concept is one which those 
of us in religious news writing need to examine more 
closely.

The phrase “our purpose is to move information” is 
cogent. However, any time you move any type of cargo, 
you have to move it to someone who will use it. We can 
move all of the information available. Unless this infor
mation is digested; read, studied, acted upon, the con
veying of the information of itself is insufficient.

The concept of being in the information business for 
the Lord is a good one. The concept of accepting the in
formation provided and acting upon it also is valid. This 
is why we believe that state news journals such as Baptist 
And Reflector have such a vital role to perform in the 
lives of Tennessee and Southern Baptists. And, inci
dentally, in the letter from Mr. Heeney, due note is made 
of the fact that average paid circulation for their publi
cations has increased as this concept has been expressed.
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Trustees' Orientation 
Held At Brentwood

Approximately 65 persons attended the 
Trustees’ Orientation Conference on May 4 
in the chapel of the Executive Board Build
ing of the Tennessee Baptist Convention, 
Brentwood.

The workings of the various committees, 
the organizational structure of TBC, char
ters, constitutions and by-laws, legal re
sponsibilities, the relations of the trustees 
to the institutions, to the convention, and 
to the Executive Board, as well as financial 
policies and priorities and the objectives of 
the institutions were outlined.

Personalities involved included: W. Fred 
Kendall, executive secretary-treasurer, Ten
nessee Baptist Convention; Gene Kerr, as
sistant to the executive secretary-treasurer, 
TBC; Gaye McGlothlen, pastor, Immanuel 
church, Nashville: Herbert Gabhart, presi
dent, Belmont college, Nashville; Hayward 
Highfill, pastor, First church, Clinton, and 
president, TBC; Tom Madden, pastor, First 
church, Tullahoma; Andrew Tanner, Nash
ville attorney; and Ralph Norton, pastor 
Red Bank church, Chattanooga.

C. Winfield Rich, minister of education, 
Temple church, Memphis, spoke during 
the morning session on “Importance of 
Communications,” pointing out six practical 
suggestions for implementing better com
munications.

Associational Missionaries and Superintendents of Missions hold annual session at Ten
nessee Baptist Convention offices in Brentwood.

Rich listed these as: A great need for a 
massive public relations campaign to in
form and inspire the people in our state 
in our joint effort; churches should digest 
information carried in the Baptist And 
Reflector which have made known the 
purpose of our institutions; materials from 
the institutions should not only identify the 
institution but also bear the trademark of

TBC; signs placed on major highways in
dicating a welcome to the city, home of a 
particular institution, an agency of TBC; 
a new emphasis on a three-way comr/ ' - 
cation between the church, convention, .rd 
institution; and each trustee and cr - 
worker must come to feel his reward ’ r 
service is not the contribution he makes to 
the institution but what he becomes from

A Woman’s View

Is Idle Chatter Worthwhile?
By Virginia Zubl

Women use conversation quite frequently to idle away the dull, un
eventful moments of the office work-a-day routine. It is a constant 
wonder to me, how much dull patter can flow from the lips of a bored 
woman. Any category imaginable can become a topic for talk—"our 
dog," "my cat so and so," "the things so and so wears," and so on and 
so on. . .

What makes a woman escape into a stream of carelessly dropped re
marks, and idle endless chatter? Perhaps she is hiding the fact that she 
is not satisfied with the job she forces herself to come to every day. Or 
perhaps through some process of transference, the tension she feels 
because of the dullness of the work, yet the obligation she feels in regard 
to her work forces her to find relief through talking of this and 
that and the other. Or perhaps she isn't trying to hide that fact, but lets 
it show by spilling out any kind of gossip, or chatter that happens to pose 
itself on the end of her tongue. This woman might do well to evaluate 
why she makes herself to come to work and whether it is really worth it.

I might be one of those women who talk endlessly on trifling subjects. 
I might be one who forces herself to go to work each day, even though 
the job is not challenging, not exciting. If I am, what I am doing is a sad 
mistake and I am hurting no one but myself. When one's longing is to 
work with that which the mind conceptualizes, synthesizes, analyzes, and 
compares, when one desires to work with that which draws upon one's 
creative resources, the worst wrong she can commit is to settle for less.

What a woman does has to make sense to her. She must feel that it is 
important if she is to be a basically content person. If what we find the 
main part of our life involved with is not satisfying, we need to STOP, 
evaluate, re-evaluate, and assess. Just what is important? What are my 
goals? What do I want to do with MY life? And perhaps most important 
of all, what is the motive for all of these things?

serving.
Bruce Coyle, pastor, First church, Rogeis- 

ville, and president of the convention’s 
Executive Board, spoke on “The Objectives 
and Procedures of the Executive Board.’ 
He outlined the board’s three-fold program 
of work: An advisory committee: serves as 
the convention ad interim while subsidiary 
units work within defined areas; and gives 
direction in conducting the complete state 
mission program.

Sherrick Named Interim 
Brotherhood Executive

MEMPHIS—Richard L. Sherrick, retired 
supporting services director for the South
ern Baptist Brotherhood Commission here, 
has been named interim executive secretary 
of the commission which coordinates Baptist 
work with laymen and boys.

Sherrick, who retired last December after 
ten years on the Brotherhood Commission 
staff, will serve until a five-man committee 
appointed by the commission can nominate 
a new executive secretary-treasurer to suc
ceed George Schroeder who resigned recent
ly because of illness.

The committee is comprised of Jerry Glis
son, pastor of Leawood Baptist church, 
Memphis; Solon Freeman, Memphis busi
nessman; Glenn Rainey, appliance dealer in 
Jackson, Tenn.; Amos Ledbetter, pastor 
from Thomasville, Ala.; and John E. Moore, 
Jr., businessman from Taylor, Tex. (BP) t *
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Korea-Type ‘Cessation’ In Vietnam 
Is Forecast By Baptist Missionary

MIAMI, Fla.—A Korea-style cessation 
of war without a formal peace was forecast 
by a Baptist minister who has served eight 
years as a missionary in Vietnam.

The Rev. Samuel F. Longbottom Jr., 
made the prediction in addressing a mis
sions conference sponsored by the South 
Miami First Baptist church and the Per
rine First Baptist church.

“Both sides are getting so tired of the 
mess they are in that I think they both will 
just quit fighting without signing any official 
peace treaty,” Longbottom, a native of Avon 
Park, Fla., said.

The U.S. policy of “Vietnamization” is 
working, according to Longbottom, who 
speaks the language fluently and has taught 
at the Catholic university in Dalat, where he 
also served as pastor of the Baptist congre
gation.

There is much more freedom in South 
Vietnam than most Americans believe, he 
added, insisting that the present government 
was fairly elected with popular support. He 
said South Vietnam is rapidly becoming a 
unified nation.

“The Communists would have swallowed 
South Vietnam if it had not been for Amer
ican troops,” he said. During the 1968 Tet 
offensive by Communist forces, the Baptist 
pastor’s family was rescued under fire near 
Saigon and evacuated to Thailand.

Indiana Baptist Board 
Recommends Top Budget

INDIANAPOLIS, Ind.—The Executive 
Board of the State Convention of Baptists in 
Indiana voted here to recommend a record 
budget of $627,835 for 1972, an increase of 
four per cent, and authorized a history of 
Southern Baptist work in Indiana.

The board also expressed “disappointment 
to Billy Graham” for statements he made 
at a meeting of the National Conference of 
Christians and Jews in which he called for a 
tax rebate or tuition grants for non-public 
school students.

Named as director of the department of 
church training, music and student work, 
was Don Herman of Carbondale, Ill., cur
rently associate secretary of the Sunday 
School department for the Illinois Baptist 
State Association.

The record budget, which would allocate 
28.3 per cent (compared to 28.1 per cent 
last year) to the Southern Baptist Coopera
tive Program, will be submitted for final 
approval to the Indiana convention when it 
meets in Terre Haute, Nov. 3-5.

The board asked Ron Tonks, a history 
professor at Indiana Central college, Indian
apolis, to write the history of the convention 
in time for its 15th anniversary in 1973. 
(BP)

“We’ve bought time for all of Southeast 
Asia,” he believes.

He said Baptist churches, in particular, 
have been an important influence for 
democracy in South Vietnam because of 
their democratic structure. (RNS)

Illegitimacy On Rise
In Nation's Capital /

WASHINGTON, D.C.—Four of every 
ten babies born in the District of Columbia 
in 1970 were illegitimate, according to the 
District’s health department.

It added that it expects illegitimate births 
to account for more than half the births 
in the capital within the next five years.

Among non-whites, the illegitimacy rate 
neared 45 per cent last year, and may 
pass 50 per cent in 1972, health department 
officials said.

The data also revealed that the gap be
tween white and nonwhite illegitimate rates 
is closing. Illegitimacy in suburban areas 
is also rising, according to the department’s 
report. (RNS)

Financially Strapped Catholic 
University Will Sell Land, Buildings

WASHINGTON, D.C.—The Catholic 
University of America announced here that 
it must sell several buildings and a 46-acre 
tract of land to wipe out an operating 
deficit.

“We have already made plans to sell three 
off-campus apartment buildings that were 
excess to our need,” said financial adviser 
Richard Appelgate.

He said that disposal of those properties 
were planned some time ago to “get the 
university out of the apartment business.”

In addition, two buildings some distance 
from the campus—an old movie theater, 
and a warehouse used by the mechanical 
engineering department—will also be sold, 
Appelgate said. (RNS)

'John, Dear, Take JI Look At Page 3' 
— Now Don't Blow Your Top!

HOUSTON—An Episcopal pastor here says that his congregation is consider
ing listing in a local newspaper advertisement the names of members who have 
not attended church in the past year.

The Rev. James Tucker of St. James Episcopal church cited frequent complaints 
that churches list members who never come to church after joining. Their 
names on the membership rolls, he said, often serve no purpose other than to 
make the church look larger than it really is.

Episcopal Church law requires that to be a member in good standing one 
must take communion at least three times a year. Tucker estimates that of 
the 600 members of his church, 391 have “disappeared.”

“If all churches advertised such lost, strayed, or stolen members, there could 
be some red faces all around,” he said. (RNS)

Program Of Progress Begun 
By West Jackson Church

West Jackson Baptist church, under 
the leadership of Pastor David Q. Byrd, has 
entered into a $425,000 “Program of 
Progress.” Scheduled to begin immediately, 
the program which calls for a Christian 
Activities Center, the enlargement and im
provement of present facilities, the paving 
of two additional lots for more off-street 
parking and the purchasing of three buses, 
one new bus and two used ones.

The Christian Activities Center will be 
the first of its kind in Jackson. The philoso
phy behind such a structure and program 
is the belief that the church should seek to 
minister to the total person and the total 
family. The building will be 120 feet by 
128 feet. The activities center will include 
an 80 foot by 104 foot gymnasium to be 
used for various sports, including roller 
skating. The building will also house the 
church’s 140-pupil Kindergarten, as well as 
serving as a meeting place for Senior Citi
zens.

Improvements on existing facilities in
clude: The expenditure of $95,000 on the 
sanctuary building, including all new cen
tral air-conditioning; some $25,000 to be 
spent on refurbishing the educational annex; 
and an additional $20,000 in new furnish
ings. ______

Liquor-by-the Drink Set In Texas 
—Effect Up To 'Local' Community

AUSTIN—For the first time in more than 
50 years, the sole of hard liquor in bars 
is legal in Texas—but local option still 
exists.

Gov. Preston Smith signed into law a 
bill which repeals an article of the Texas 
constitution that closed the bars in 1919.

However, local elections will determine 
which areas choose to implement the deci
sion.

John J. Hurt, editor of the Statewide 
news magazine, Baptist Standard, had stated 
that he saw a decline in the church’s power 
in its inability to prevent the approval of 
liquor-by-the-drink. (RNS)
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Opponents Attack Proposed 
School Voucher Experiments

WASHINGTON—Religious, civil liber
ties and educational agencies have attacked 
proposed experiments involving tuition 
vouchers for schools as initiated by the Of
fice of Economic Opportunity.

A one-day hearing was held by the Sen
ate subcommittee on employment, man
power and poverty, of which Sen. Gaylord 
Nelson (D., Wis.) is chairman.

Similar hearings were recently held by 
the House of Representatives Education 
and Labor Committee headed by Rep. Carl 
Perkins (D., Ky.)

Appearing in favor of the proposed 
voucher experiments were Frank Carlucci, 
director, and John Wilson, assistant di
rector, of the Office of Economic Oppor
tunity.

Under an educational voucher system a 
“ticket” or voucher for tuition would be 
given a parent for his child or children in 
school. This voucher would then be used 
as tuition payment in any school of the 
choice of the parent—public, private or pa
rochial school.

According to Carlucci and Wilson, the 
proposed experiments seek to answer two 
major questions:

1. Is the education of children, particu
larly poor children, improved under this 
system?

2. Are parents and the community as a 
whole more satisfied with the educational 
opportunities and outcomes afforded under 
the voucher system?

Educational organizations opposing the 
voucher experiments at the Senate hearing 
included the National Education Associa
tion, the American Federation of Teachers 
and the National School Boards Associa
tion.

The civil liberties organizations oppos
ing vouchers included the American Civil 
Liberties union and Americans United for 
Separation of Church and State.

Religious bodies offering testimony in
cluded the Baptist Joint Committee on 
Public Affairs, the National Council of 
Jewish Women, the American Jewish Con
gress, and the Joint Washington Office for 
Social Concern representing the American 
Ethical Union, the American Humanist 
Association and the Unitarian Universalist 
Association.

Opponents of the voucher experiments 
agreed that the plan violates the constitu
tional principle of religious liberty and 
separation of church and state. They fur
ther argued that such a system would spell 
the demise of the public school system as 
basic in American democracy, and that 
there is no prospect that the new system 
would produce better education for chil
dren.

In a statement prepared for the hearing,

John W. Baker, acting director of the Bap
tist Joint Committee on Public Affairs, said:

“We view legislation that provides tax 
funds for pupils in religious schools, 
through either direct or indirect channels, 
as an unwarranted and unconstitutional at
tack by the state on the religious liberty of 
its people.”

Baker further criticized the voucher 
plan as leading to “further polarization and 
fragmentation in the nation.” He also pro
tested that the plan would be poor public 
policy by dividing limited resources be
tween competing school systems, one 
responsible to the public and the other 
accountable only to private interests.

The American Civil Liberties Union op
posed the OEO experiment for three rea
sons:

1. “Vouchers will tend to reestablish 
racially segregated schools in the south, en
courage the flight of middle-class children 
in the north, and jeopardize the survival 
of public schools in large sections of the 
country.

2. “Voucher schools may not be bound 
by rules of academic freedom or student 
rights.

3. “Vouchers would violate the princi
ple of separation of church and state and 
subsidize proliferation of parochial schools.”

Tennessee student summer missionary appointees met with other Baptist students for 
a week-end retreat recently at Camp Linden, Linden. They are, front row, left to 
right: Mary Guertin; Thresea Sneed; Kathy Sutherland; Sharon Agee; Debby Travis; 
Sissie Worrell; and Betty Millard. Back row, left to right: William (Bill) Henry, asso
ciate, Student department, Tennessee Baptist Convention, Maurice Graham; Patsy Meier; 
Peggy Myatt; Betty Warren; Eddie Hutchins; and Glenn Yarbrough, secretary, Student 
department, TBC.

Ethiopian Newspaper Praises
Baptist Missionaries' Work

ADDIS ABEBA, Ethiopia—The largest 
circulation English-language newspaper in 
Ethiopia has published an article by an 
Ethiopian newsman commending the work 
of Southern Baptist missionaries in Ethiopia 
for their emphasis on helping people help 
themselves.

In an article in the “Ethiopia Herald,” 
Melaku Kifle examined the work of Southern 
Baptist missionaries in the highlands of the 
Menz District. There the missionaries are 
working among people faithful to the 
Ethiopian Orthodox Church.

He asked: “How can missionaries from 
the West work with an indigenous church 
in Africa which is traditionally Cbrislian 
without undermining her authority and 
structure?”

Answering his own question, Kifle said: 
“The Baptists working in the highlands of 
Menz are, by no means, missionaries m the 
classic mould. They are ‘layman abroad’ 
who are indeed of a different type . . . 
Their emphasis is on self-help, self-sus
tained growth, and ultimate self-sufficienc’. 
(BP)_____________________________

Most of the opposing groups appealed 
to the Senate, and previously to the House, 
not to authorize funds for OEO voucher 
experiments until lengthy, extensive and 
comprehensive hearings are held. The brief 
hearings in both Houses of Congress were 
held in connection with bills to extend ihe 
Economic Opportunity Act. (BP)
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1Fei^esseeNeWs griefs
The Centurymen, an organization of 

Southern Baptist ministers of music, organ
ized by the Radio and Television Commis
sion of the Southern Baptist Convention, 
has marked its second year.

Mrs. Martha Sutton Russell, 80, widow 
of H. A. Russell, a former pastor of Baptist 
churches in Tennessee, died April 10 at 
her home in Murfreesboro. Funeral serv
ices were held at Woodfin Memorial Chapel 
with H. Eugene Cotey, pastor, First church, 
Murfreesboro, officiating. Burial was in 
Evergreen cemetery.

Mrs. Ethel Mullins Manley, the mother 
of Miss Kathleen Manley, Jefferson City, 
a former Southern Baptist missionary to 
Nigeria, died April 27 following a heart 
attack. Funeral services were held April 
29 at First church, Jefferson City, with 
Wade Darby, pastor, and Paul Cates offici
ating. Burial was in Jamagin cemetery, 
Morristown. Another daughter, Mrs. Clarke 
Noe, Nashville, also survives.

A Cooperative Program Travel Guide has 
been printed by and is available from the 
Home Mission Board of the Southern Bap
tist Convention, Atlanta, Ga. The guide 
lists, by states, points of mission activity.

Revival Results
First church. Adamsville, reports 45 pro

fessions of faith. 27 additions by baptism, 
nine by letter and transfer of membership, 
and 50 rededications during their recent re
vival. Jerry Glisson, pastor, Leawood 
church. Memphis, was the evangelist. 
Ralph Thomas is pastor.

First church, Englewood, received 15 by 
profession of faith during their recent re
vival. Henry LinoinfeUer, of Alcoa, was 
the evangelist. Fred J. Wohlwend is pas^or

During recent revival services at Grand
view church, Chilhowee association, there 
were five professions of faith, five to ioin 
the church, and three persons surrendered 
to full-time service. Clarence Sexton was 
the evangelist. Lorace Cothron is pastor.

Fairfield church, Centerville, reports two 
professions of faith and several rededica
tions during their recent revival. Matt Tom
lin, pastor, First church, Selmer, was the 
evangelist. Charles Livengood is pastor.

Parran’s Chapel church, Hardeman 
County association, reports six for bap
tism and 12 rededications during their re
cent revival. Jack Carver is pastor.

Sand Springs church, Stone association, 
received three on profession of faith and 
two rededications during their revival.

Ellejoy church, Chilhowee association, 
reports 1 profession of faith, two additions 
by baptism, one addition by letter and sev
eral rededications during their recent re
vival. Tommy Williamson was the evange
list. Floyd Havens is pastor.

First church, Bolivar, received nine for 
baptism, one addition by letter, one pro
fession of faith not uniting with the church, 
and one for life dedication during their 
revival. E. B. Bowen is pastor.

First church, Hohenwald, received two 
on profession of faith during their revival. 
Henry Chiles, pastor, Central church, 
Bearden, was the evangelist. Carl Allen 
is pastor.

Antioch church, Holston association, re
ceived four professions of faith and several 
rededications during revival services held 
recently. Kerry Powell served as the evange
list. Phil Gass is pastor. 

A

Belmont Heights church, Nashville, re
corded a total of 54 decisions during their 
recent revival. There were 24 by baptism, 
13 rededications, six by letter, four profes
sions of faith, two baptized, two surrendered 
to missions, two surrendered to God’s will, 
and one by statement. Gene Garrison, pas
tor, First Baptist church, El Paso, Texas, 
was the evangelist. John Preston, also of 
First church, El Paso, led the singing. 
Robert Norman is pastor.

Saulsbury church,'Saulsbury, reports 25 
rededications during their recent revival.

Broadway church, Maryville, received 
seven on profession of faith, three additions 
by letter and several rededications during 
their revival. B. R. Lakin served as the 
evangelist. Raymond Smith is pastor.

Walnut Grove church, Hardeman County 
association, reports seven by baptism and 
17 rededications during their recent re
vival. Preston Latch is pastor.

About The Cover
The Southern Baptist Convention 

will meet in Kiel Auditorium Con
vention Hall Monday morning, 
June 1 through noon Thursday, 
June 3. The SBC Pastors Confer
ence will meet in the same audito
rium on Monday, May 31. Wom
an’s Missionary Union, auxiliary to 
the SBC, will meet also on May 31 
at Kiel Auditorium’s adjacent 
Opera House.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES
Third church, Murfreesboro, has called 

Charles McKnight as pastor.
William Beasley is serving as interim pas

tor of Poplar Grove church, Stone associa
tion.

Mountain View church, Greeneville, has 
called Glenn Ailshie as pastor. The Ailshies 
have four children.

Ray Stewart is the new pastor of Shallow 
Ford church, Holston association.

Stanley W. Taylor, a graduate of Pied
mont Bible college, has become pastor of 
Cedar Grove church, Kingsport. The Tay
lors have one daughter, Tamara Kay, 14 
months.

Snow Chapel church, Holston association, 
has called Fred Dean Smith as pastor. He is 
a graduate of Carson-Newman college, Jef
ferson City, and Southern Baptist Theologi
cal seminary, Louisville, Ky. The Smiths 
have one daughter, Jacqui Renee, two and 
one-half years old.

Danny Hays has been called as pastor 
of Flag Pond church, Flag Pond.

Paul H. Varnell has resigned as music 
director of Calvary church, Hamilton Coun
ty association. Earl A. Jones is pastor.

Central church, Johnson City, has called 
Miss Sandra Morgan as director of youth 
activities. She will work with young people 
from the fourth grade through college age 
and plans to assume her new duties June 
15 following graduation from Southern 
Baptist Theological seminary, Louisville, 
Ky., with the master of religious education 
degree. She already holds the master’s de
gree in physical education. James Canaday 
is pastor.

E. Gordon Crocker, superintendent of 
missions, Shelby County association, will 
beein serving as interim pastor of Highland 
Heights church, Memphis, on May 16.

Springdale church, Kingsport, has called 
O. G. Clark as pastor.,

C. H. Petty is serving as interim pastor 
of Spring Creek Road church, Hamilton 
County association.

Winston Carroll is the new pastor at 
Caylor’s Chapel church, Chilhowee associ
ation. He served formerly as pastor of 
Macedonia church, same association.

Glenn Blevins is serving as interim pas
tor of Middle Valley church, Hamilton 
County association.

W. T. (Bill) Davis has been called as pas
tor of Hillview church, Chilhowee associa
tion.

Macedonia church, Townsend, has called 
Harrison Hill as pastor. This is the first 
church of which Hill has served as pastor.
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In support of Tennessee Baptist colleges,
Pastors and fellow Baptists,

Let us look closely

at the heritage of

church-related colleges.

What have church-established colleges contributed to this nation?

The objectives of church-established colleges have been directed toward the growth o

a culture founded upon the Hebrew-Christia n revelation of God in Christ.

The educational philosophy of church-established colleges has emphasized the liberal arts 

curriculum in the context of the Christian faith. In this way, church related colleges have

developed education under the influence of a worthy Christian goal.

As we look to the future—help us to move ever forward through Christian education for our youth. 

Pastors, we seek your assistance in behalf of our youth. Help prospective Tennessee Baptist college 

students by urging them to inquire at the following addresses:

BELMONT COLLEGE 
Dr. Herbert C. Gabhart 

President
Nashville, Tenn. 37203 

All inquiries

CARSON-NEWMAN COLLEGE
Dr. John A. Fincher 

President
Jefferson City, Tenn. 37760 

will receive personal replies from the

UNION UNIVERSITY 
Dr. Robert E. Craig 

President
Jackson, Tenn. 38301 

President
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This year’s 
number one 
Christian 
bestseller*

(250,000 COPIES 
SOLD IN FIRST 
TEN MONTHS!)

now 
offers a 
study guide 
booklet 
for group 
sessions.
The Late Great Planet Earth 
Study Guide by Hal Lindsey 
with Carole Carlson. An all- 
new, idea-filled booklet to 
helpyou and yourstudy group 
more thoroughly comprehend 
this, perhapsthe most provoc
ative and complete account 
of Biblical prophecy ever writ- 
ten. Contains pertinent 
questions, illustrations and 
probing remarks — all by the 
authors of the bestselling 
book. 32 pages, Paper, $.75.
* Available in Cloth, $3.95;

Paper, $1.95

at your Baptist Book Store

ZONDERVAN

FMB Adds Family Consultant, 
Approves Journeyman Trainees

LOUISVILLE, Ky.—The Southern Bap
tist Foreign Mission Board in a semi-annual 
meeting here appointed 27 new missionaries, 
reappointed 5 former missionaries, added a 
family consultant to its administrative staff 
and approved 74 young college graduates 
for training to be missionary journeymen.

Also the board voted to change the day 
of its monthly meeting from Thursday to 
Tuesday and to begin having a regular 
orientation for new board members.

Southern Baptist Convention President 
Carl Bates, in a speech to the board, pre
dicted that the “unfinished business” of 
world missions will be more difficult in the 
future than it has been, but that more of 
the world’s people are going to respond 
to Christian preaching.

Baker J. Cauthen, executive secretary of 
the Foreign Mission Board, was named a 
Kentucky Colonel by G. Allen West Jr., 
executive director of the Long Run Baptist 
Association here. Cauthen announced that 
hereafter he will be known as Colonel 
Cauthen, and board members and their 
guests gave him a standing ovation.

The 27 new missionaries were appointed 
in an evening service at Freedom Hall here, 
with an estimated 7000 people in attend
ance. At the close of that meeting 145 
young people responded to an invitation to 
find places of services in church-related 
vocations.

Two former missionary couples and a 
nurse were reappointed missionaries. They

BAPTIST BIBLE INSTITUTE
Graceville, Florida

ANNOUNCES

THE ROBERT G. LEE CHAPEL 
ON BBl CAMPUS

New Diplomas 

Beginning with 

The 1971-1972 

Fall Semester

For High School Graduates

The Diploma in Theology

The Diploma in Sacred Music

The Diploma in Religious Education

For Nongraduates
The Diploma in Christian Training With 
Special Emphasis in (either) Pastoral Train
ing, Sacred Music, Or Religious Education.

All courses take three years, or 98 semester 
hours. For information, write: The DEAN, 
Baptist Bible Institute, Graceville, Fla, 

are: Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Sherer of 
Springfield, Ill., reappointed for Japan; Mr. 
and Mrs. F. Herbert Cockburn of Winston- 
Salem, N.C., for Spain; and Miss Francis 
Hammett of Greer, S.C., to Tanzania.

Truman F. Smith, has been an associate 
secretary for missionary personnel for the 
board since 1964, was elected to the new 
position of missionary family consultant, 
effective May 15. He will be on the staff 
of the board’s Overseas Division, under the 
supervision of its director, Winston Crawley.

Smith said he will be involved mainly in 
the “exploration of resources to assist in 
missionary family life.” This includes find
ing resource material and specialists that 
would be related to specific problems, such 
as those involving missionary children, 
dormitories, etc.

He came to the board’s staff from South
eastern Baptist Theological Seminary, where 
he had been an instructor in pastoral care 
for five years and director of student activi
ties for three years. He also had been an 
associate director of field work. (BP)

Southern Seminary Sets
Student Evangelism

NASHVILLE—A “Nationwide Student 
Evangelism Seminar” will be held June 14- 
18 at The Southern Baptist Theological 
seminary at Louisville, Ky.

The seminar will be jointly sponsored by 
National Student Ministries, Southern Bap
tist Sunday School Board, and by the stu
dent evangelism office, evangelism division, 
Home Mission Board.

The seminar, which will begin at 6 p.m. 
on Monday, June 14, and end at noon Fri
day, June 18, will include intensive training 
in personal witnessing, development of 
spiritual foundations for witnessing, studies 
of the latest in evangelistic approaches, 
methods and opportunities and a study of 
small group dynamics. (BSSB)

Ecology Campaign At McMinnville
McMINNVILLE, Tenn.—A Presbyterian 

clergyman here is heading a fight to save 
a 5000-acre virgin forest which has been 
undisturbed since pre-historic times.

The Rev. Robert W. Mayes of the First 
Presbyterian church said his group, the 
“Save the Savage Gulf Project,” does not 
want the area converted into a state park 
as proposed.

“We don’t want to upset the ecological 
balance. It’s in the original state it has 
been in for thousands of years.”

The forest is located in a ravine three to 
six miles long which runs toward the edge 
of the Cumberland Plateau in Grundy 
county. (RNS)
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Seminarians' Draft Status 
Uncertain in Congress

WASHINGTON—Divinity students who 
do not go into the ministry following semi
nary study will be eligible for the military 
draft until they are 35, if a proposal from 
the Senate Armed services Committee is 
enacted into law.

No opportunity was given to religious 
leaders and seminary representatives to ap
pear before the committee before the de
cisions on the new bill were made by the 
committee.

Recently, the House of Representatives 
voted that students preparing for the min
istry would continue to be exempt from the 
military draft.

The House action overrode a recommen
dation from the House Committee on 
Armed Services which would have made 
divinity students subject to the Selective 
Service draft by repealing their former ex
emption.

The Senate probably will begin debate 
soon on the committee’s bill to extend the 
draft for two years, give the President the 
authority to end all college student defer
ments at the time the law is enacted, and 
change the possible status of divinity stu
dents, Washington sources indicated.

A spokesman for the Senate committee 
said that under the committee’s proposals, 
divinity students will be deferred as long 
as they are in school, and if they pursue 
the ministry they will continue to be exempt. 
If someone goes into the ministry but quits, 
he will be eligible for the draft until age 35.

Further, the Senate Armed Services 
Committee would keep the law concern
ing conscientious obiectors as it is, re
quiring two years of alternate service to 
the country for conscientious objectors. 
The House voted to require three years.

After Senate action, the two houses of 
Congress will go to conference to work 
out differences on the legislation.

The draft provisions face a major fight 
when they reach the Senate floor where 
Sen. Mark Hatfield (R., Oreg.) and others 
backing an all volunteer army have prom
ised an all-out effort to kill the two-year 
extension and let the draft expire June 30 
of this year. (BP)

Baptists Represented
In Communications Awards

NEW YORK—Ten Creative Communica
tions Awards were presented here to mem
bers of the Religious Public Relations 
Council for outstanding efforts in varying 
fields of public relations during 1970.

Miss Ione Gray, international editor and 
writer for the Foreign Mission Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, Richmond, 
Va., won the top award for news writing for 
her coverage of the cyclone in East Paki
stan.

Miss Marjorie Saunders of Baylor Uni
versity Medical Center, Dallas. Texas, won 
in the public relations campaign category.

Why Not Give Them a Year’s Subscription to

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR
' zz A

Street or P. O. Box ZIP Code
State

Name
Street or P. O. Box ZIP Code

State

Name
Street or P. O. Box ZIP Code

State

Send the BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR to:

51 Times Each Year 
An Ideal Gift for Special Occasions 

Birthday — Mother's Day — Father's Day — Christmas
• Our subscription rate is $2.75
• A gift card will be sent with each subscription

This gift subscription order is from:

Please indicate if you would like to be notified at expiration.

Name .......................................................................................................................

Street .................................................................................. ZIP Code...................

City .................................................................................... State...........

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR
James A. Lester, Editor 

Post Office Box 647 
Brentwood, Tennessee 37027

Thursday, May 13, 1971 Page 11



UNIFORM SERIES
Sunday School Lesson for May 16, 1971

God’s Love For People
By Howard S. Kolb, Pastor 

Audubon Park Baptist Church, Memphis

Bible Study Passages: Hosea 11:1-9
The prophet Hosea is the prophet of love. 

Dr. K. O. White says, “the book of Hosea 
is not a cool, detached, sophisticated study 
of social and religious conditions in Israel. 
It is the sobbing of a broken heart. Hosea’s 
wife had deserted him for another, but still 
he loved her. Under such circumstances his 
heart was tortured beyond description. Out 
of this experience he grasped with rare in
sight the pain in the heart of God when 
his people forsake and forget him.”

Hosea pointed out that God loves people 
and will never cease to love them. John, 
the apostle, said: . “For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3: 
16). Even though we cannot comprehend 
God’s love for us we can recognize it and 
appropriate it.

Dr. G. Campbell Morgan pointed out 
the three greatest themes in Hosea: sin, 
judgment, and the love of God. Let us seek 
to understand God’s love for people as 
presented in our lesson this week.
I. God’s Love For People Is Seen In His 

Choice Of Them To Serve Him (Hosea 
11:1)
Israel was God’s son by virtue of Israel’s 

election to be God’s people. Whv did God 
choose Israel? The answer is simple. He 
chose Israel because He loved Israel. 
When Israel was a child God loved Israel 
and called Israel into the relation of 
sonshin (Ex. 4:22-23).

God showed His love for Israel by 
bringing Israel out of Egypt. Israel was 
called to be a witness of God’s grace. God 
also called His only begotten Son from 
Egypt in order that He might die on the 
cross and accomplish His redemptive work 
/Matt. 2:15).
H. God’s Love For People Is Seen In That 

He Loves Them While They Are Sin
ners (Hosea 11:2).

God’s servants, God’s prophets called 
Israel to God and obedience to Him but 
they went away from Him (Jer. 7:15, Zech. 
1:4). Israel would not hearken to the proph
ets. or come to God (Jer. 2:31).

The love of God for Israel was repaid 
with base apostasy, with idol worship. 
God wanted His people to return His love. 
Instead, they embraced the immoral prac
tices of the Canaanites.
HI. God’s Love For People Is Seen Tn His

Help In Time Of Need (Hosea 11:3-4).
Verse three presents a picture of a parent 

who teaches his child to walk by guiding 
strings, by leading strings. Not only did 

God teach Israel to walk, but when Israel 
was weary He carried Israel in His arms 
(Deut. 1:31; 32:11; Isa. 63:11). When Israel 
fell and bruised himself, God healed Israel. 
God was as loving to Israel as a parent is 
to a child in a time of need. God led Israel 
gently, lovingly (Hosea 11:4). God did all 
He could to make it easy for the people to 
obey His laws, to keep His commandments. 
God did all He could to help Israel in time 
of need.
IV. God’s Love For People Is Seen In His 

Judgment Upon Their Sins (Hosea 
11:5-7).

The writer of Hebrews says: “For whom 
the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourg- 
eth every son whom he receiveth” (Heb. 
12:6). The people God loved had the habit 
of backsliding. It was their tendency (Ho
sea 11:7). They were in constant danger of 
backsliding. This evil was against God, 
against the best benefactors, against their 
chief good. Even though the prophets bade 
them seek God’s help, none returned to 
Him, none exalted Him (Hosea 11:8).

When Israel refused to return to God it 
was indicated that Israel would come under 
the dominion of Assyria (Hosea 11:5). 
There is a worst bondage than that of 
Egypt. The sword would circulate in the 
cities of Israel (Hosea 11:6). The branches, 
the cross beams with which the gates were 
fastened would not protect them from at
tack, from invasion. Samaria, the capita1 

city, was besieged and fell in 722 B.C. Men 
perished because of their wicked counsels 
(Hosea 11:6b).

God’s leadership is best for us. His ways 
are better than the best ways of men. To 
turn from God is to invite His judgment 
of love.
V. God’s Love For People Is Seen In His 

Compassion For People (Hosea 11:8-11).
God’s cry is: “How shall I give thee up?” 

(Hosea 11:8). God did not want to abandon 
His people to their sins, to the power of 
the enemy. God will show love and com
passion. He will not set Israel as the two 
cities in the valley of Siddon which were 
destroyed by fire with Sodom and Gomor
rah (Deut. 29:22, 23). God will not destroy 
them with the fierceness of His anger (Ho
sea 11:9).

When God shows His compassion to His 
people once more, they will follow Him 
(Hosea 11:10). They shall walk after the 
Lord; they shall walk in true obedience to 
the Lord. For God will roar like a lion and 
His children will come trembling (Hosea 
11:10b-11). They shall hurry home and 
He will cause them to dwell in their houses, 
in their inheritance in His own land.

God’s love is wonderful!

ATTENTION NURSES

Would you like to serve from June 6 to 
September 6 at Ridgecrest Baptist Assem
bly?

Write or call
KEN McANEAR, MANAGER

RIDGECREST, NORTH CAROINA 28770

PHONE: (704)669-57 1 1
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Stewardship Conference Stresses 
Creation, Lordship; Not Tithes

By AI Shackleford
GLORIETA, N.M.—Southern Baptists 

need to emphasize the creation of God and 
the Lordship of Christ rather than the law 
of the tithe as the basis for their steward
ship emphases, a nationwide conference of 
Baptist leaders was told here by a battery of 
speakers.

More than 160 pastors, professors, state 
and Southern Baptist Convention leaders at
tended the conference at Glorieta Baptist 
Assembly. It was the first such national 
stewardship conference held in the denomi
nation.

Those attending examined in depth over 
a four-day period “the biblical truths bearing 
on the Christian’s role in the material 
world” and sought to discover “what should 
be his response in this economic order.”

If suggestions coming out of the 
conference are followed, there may be 
a shift in emphasis in Southern Baptist 
stewardship programs for Baptists to 
go beyond “the tithe” to a theological 
understanding of the total stewardship 
of life and possessions under the Lord
ship of Christ
There could also be more emphasis 

on the motivation for stewardship rather 
than on the amount of monetary contribu
tion, if the conference suggestions are fol
lowed.

Cecil Ray, director of stewardship for the 
Baptist General Convention of Texas, said 
in one of the 14 papers presented that “in 
the New Testament there is really only one 
distinctly Christian motive—that is in re
sponse to one’s love for Christ and others.”

During the conference, four speakers pre
sented independently-prepared papers on 
the same subject, “The Christian and the 
Tithe.” Although there were some slight 
differences and understandings of the Chris
tian’s relationship to the Old Testament 
legalistic tithe, all agreed that a Christian’s 
giving under “grace,” should exceed giving 
under the “law.”

Franklin Paschall, pastor of First Bap
tist church, Nashville, pointed out that

ATTENTION 
MEDICAL DOCTORS

Would you like to serve for one or more 
weeks as Assembly Doctor at Ridgecrest 
Baptist Assembly? Room and board for 
you and your family plus a small honor
arium will be provided. If interested,

Write or call
KEN McANEAR, MANAGER

RIDGECREST, NORTH CAROLINA 28770

PHONE: (704) 669-571 1

though he said little about it, Jesus was a 
tither. “Even the enemies of Jesus never 
accused him of not paying tithes,” Paschall 
said. “If he had been neglectful at this point 
surely they would have exalted in this 
obvious shortcoming.”

Both Paschall and William Hendricks, 
professor at Southwestern Baptist Theologi
cal seminary, Fort Worth, pointed out dan
gers in over-emphasis of the tithe so that 
it becomes the end of stewardship rather 
than a small part of stewardship.

Brooks Wester, pastor of First Bap
tist church, Hattiesburg, Miss., told the 
conference that tithing is currently a 
controversial issue in religious circles. 
“There are those who declare tithing to 
be an integral part of the Christian life 
and is required of every Christian.

Trustee chairman A. Morgan Brian places 
medallion upon Grady Coulter Cothen as 
Cothen was invested with the office as sixth 
president of New Orleans Baptist Theolog
ical Seminary. Formal inauguration cere
monies were held Saturday, May 8.

A BAPTIST □ book store 
Se/WiCA, U)Uk CL Qk/UAtiCUv DlAtihOtiOK 

Coast to Coast
734 Cherry Street 

Chattanooga, Tennessee 37402
706 South Gay Street 

Knoxville, Tennessee 37902
24 North Second Street 

Memphis, Tennessee 38103
1010 Broadway 

Nashville, Tennessee 37203

There are others who reject tithing as 
being Old Testament legalism that leads 
to a self-righteousness of spirit in the 
one practicing the tithe.”
Other papers during the four-day confer

ence dealt with God’s relationship to ma
terial things in creation and redemption and 
a Christian’s view of material things. Inter
spersed with the 14 messages were Bible 
studies and discussion sessions in small 
groups.

In another major paper, Malcolm Tol
bert, professor at New Orleans Theological 
seminary, said that Jesus’ primary concern 
in his teachings and attitudes toward ma
terial wealth was an emphasis on the danger 
of worshipping material possessions in a 
form of idolatry.

WHITE BIBLES 
FOR

THE BRIDE
The most popu
lar size for wed
ding use. Each 
Bible has pre*- 
entation page, 
marriage certifi
cate and familv 
record in lovelj 
color. Size 5% x 
3% in.

$3.95

King James Version
W1301MC: Bound in pure white wash
able Leatheroid, flexible covers, limp 
style, gold edges, gift box $3.95 
W1304MC: With silver edges and 
stamping...............................

W1312X: Deluxe edition. Bound in 
beautiful pure white genuine Leather, 
flexible covers, limp style, silver stamp
ing and silver edges.
gift box.....................................$6.50

Order from your 
BAPTIST BOOK STORE

Salary . . . 
Or Career?

For the Career Minded responsible person 
we offer a permanent Future with America's 
Original Non-Drinkers Insurance Company 
Selling Auto-Home-Life Insurance to the 
NON-DRINKER. The man we seek is prob
ably married, between 25-40, doing well ai 
present but impatient with progress. We 
Offer independence of Own Business, yet 
affiliation and support of large Financial 
Firm. We supply training, direct mail plan 
and other proven helps to locate buyers and 
Make Sales.
IF you love meeting people, are looking for 
a Stable Career with Substantial Income, 
perhaps you are the man we are looking 
for. For personal interview, see or call Sales 
Manager,

RAY JENKINS 
Suite 101

1007 Murfreesboro Rd.
Nashville, Tenn. 37217

Business Phone (615) 244-2485 
or Home (615) 824-8562
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Life and Work Series
Sunday School Lesson for May 16, 1971

A Nation In The Hand Of God
By W. R. White

Baylor University, Waco, Texas

Basic Passage: Jeremiah 18
Focal Passage: Jeremiah 18:1-12

A nation is in the hands of God, regard
less of what it may think. Is it in the hand 
of God uncooperatively or responsively? In 
one case He will use His sovereign right to 
visit with judgments. In the other case, He 
will use His sovereign power and love in 
fatherly care.

This is an over-all fact and ultimately 
fully true but in His working there are com
plicated problems. Human freedom delays 
the final outcome but can never prevent it. 
The whole natural order has been influenced 
by the fall.

A realization of God’s sovereignty and 
surrender to it will greatly facilitate success
ful advance with a sense of well being.

The Lord made us and all things. He has 
a plan and a goal for all existence. Other
wise nothing makes sense or has meaning.

All seeming significance is a great farce 
if there is no meaningful achievement with 
lasting and final validity. If all values are 
relative and temporary, then the whole is 
an illusion and a cheating mirage. Only an 
omniscient, omnipotent, omnipresent God of 
love exists, else the universe is a riddle with 
no explanation and no future with validity. 
JEREMIAH OBSERVES POTTER’S
PROCEDURE / Jeremiah 18:1-4

The simple process of moulding clay into 
various types of vessels may be seen today. 
It is a most fascinating operation. Some
times the vessel is marred in the moulding. 
Then it has to be remoulded into proper 
shape in such instances. This is exactly 
what God told Jeremiah to observe closely.

Something in the clay or the process of 
moulding went wrong. The potter had a 
perfect right to remove it as pleased him. 
GOD HAS THE RIGHT TO REMOULD
OR REMOVE / Jeremiah 18:5-10

The Lord is absolute sovereign over all 
nations. Their origin, His mission and tenure 
are in His hands.

Inherent evil tendencies and the impact 
of wicked environment cause them to get 
far out of line frequently. God calls them 
to come back into line with His divine pur
pose for them. Occasionally they hear and 
heed. Then a new era of better things 
ensues.

God is disposed to change. His announced 
plan of judgment or destination of a nation 
changes for the good. He does not repent 
in the sense that men and nations repent. It 
means that God used words that men could 
grasp to let them know that He is merciful 
and will reverse His judgment, provided we 
reverse our attitudes and actions. He does 
not mean that He ever regrets His pro

nouncements on sin but lifts His judgment 
against us when we turn from sin.
PARABLE OF POTTER APPLIED
Jeremiah 18:11-12

The prophet conveys God’s application 
of the parable to Judah. He wants to re
mould them and bless them. They say, in 
substance, what is the use. We will work 
out our own problems in our own way with
out God and His prophet. They rejected, re
nounced and rebelled. It broke Jeremiah’s 
heart and of course, deeply grieved the 
Lord.

They were incorrigible. They gave God 
no alternative. It is interesting how men 
and nations pass the “point of no return” 
but they do. They will in the future.

There was a time when England would 
listen. The whole climate of the nation was 
changed. A new day dawned each time. 
The Wesleys and Whitfield under God were 
used to lead a great people who morally 
were on the verge of bankruptcy and in 
human relations were oppressively wicked to 
reverse themselves into a mighty era of 
wholesome change.

Perhaps Billy Graham got there too late. 
He drew big crowds and produced radical 
changes in many but the nation as a whole 
seems to have dropped back into the old 
ruts. Let us pray that God will revive and 
reverse that people.

America faces grave dangers also. Our 
evils are more dramatic than those of Eng
land. Interest in religion Js not as low but 
our prosperity and its wild orgy of self 
indulgence are sapping our stamina. Our 
permissiveness in the name of freedom is 
making a shambles of law and order. The 
demolishing of the age-long landmarks of 
ethics and morality has created a foul cess
pool of iniquity.

The parable of the potter offers a beauti
ful hope of another chance for nations. May 
the Father of the Lord Jesus become the 
God of our nation and the nations.

This parable is a message of lovely hope 
for the individual that is undone. It makes 
no difference how marred, he can be remade 
in Christ.

Pope's Assailant Sentenced
MANILA—Bolivian painter Benjamin 

Mendoza y Amor Flores was found guilty 
here of attempting to kill Pope Paul VI 
last November at Manila International Air
port.

Judge Pedro Bautista of Pasay City, 
south of Manila, sentenced the defendant 
to imprisonment of from two years, four 
months and one day to four years and two 
months. (RNS)

Foundation

Baptist And Reflector Fund 
by jonas ju. diewart

Executive Secretary-Treasurer
One of the most recent additions to our 

assets is a gift for the benefit of the Bap- ■ 
tist And Reflector. The donor is hopeiul 
that this will be only the beginning of gifts 
that will add much needed supplemental 
funds for our state Baptist news-journal.

Many of us have followed the writings 
of editors John D. Freeman, O. W. Taylor 
and Richard N. Owen. Now the present 
editor, James A. Lester, is creating his own 
readership by continuing the effective pres
entation of news and Gospel truths that 
characterized the work of his predecessors. 
It is only appropriate that trust funds be 
provided to assure a continuation of that 
cause for which these have so sacrificially 
given of themselves.

Without the Baptist And Reflector, the 
Lord’s cause would be much the worse 
off because of our ignorance. Through it 
our Baptist people are informed, inspired 
and motivated. From its pages the mis
sionaries speak, pastors preach, teachers 
educate, scholars instruct and laymen pre
sent views. Each week across the state 
all eyes concentrate on a common mes
sage that constantly draws us together in 
a united effort for Christ. Trust funds to 
provide a greater financial base would in
crease the effectiveness of this phase of 
the Lord’s work. These funds can be pro
vided now, or in a Will, designating that 
the income is to be forever paid to the 
Baptist And Reflector.

For further information write or call 
Tennessee Baptist Foundation, Dr. Jonas 
L. Stewart, Executive Secretary-Treasurer, 
P. O. Box 647, Brentwood, Tennessee — 
Phone 833-4220.

Son Of Missionaries 
Is Accident Victim

Danny Earl Bryant, 13, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Thurmon E. Bryant, Southern Baptist 
missionaries to Brazil, died April 26 in an 
accident at their home in Sao Paulo. A 
funeral service was to be held in Sao 
Paulo the following day.

Young Bryant was a seventh-grade stu
dent there.

The Bryants, appointed by the Foreign 
Mission Board in 1958, had returned to 
Brazil last July after a four-month furlough 
in Lubbock, Tex.

Bryant is director of the Theological 
Faculty of Sao Paulo, which trains minis
ters and other church workers. He was 
born in Claud, Okla., and lived in Sudan, 
Tex., during his youth. Mrs. Bryant is the 
former Doris Morris of Sudan.

Besides his parents, Danny is survived 
by three brothers, Larry, 15, David, 9, 
and Randy, 6.

The family’s address is Caixa 30259, 
Sao Paulo, Sao Paulo, Brazil.
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From the 
Executive Secretary

By W. Fred Kendall
In two more weeks Southern Baptists 

will be in St. Louis, attending the annual 
session of the Convention. It is very difficult 

to evaluate adequately 
the importance and spir
itual contribution that 
these meetings make to 
the life of the churches. 
Spiritual issues of the 
current year are always 
in focus and the pro
grams and work are al
ways put in perspective 
in long range planning.

Fellowship has always 
been a great factor in the 
annual meetings of the

Convention. I have not missed but one 
Convention since 1937. It has always been 
such a joy to meet and visit with friends 
which I have made across the years. Friends 
from school days and from many other 
associations through the years are a trea
sured possession. It is here also that we 
meet new friends. This builds and sustains 
a warm fellowship which reaches across 
the wide expanse of our Convention.

Another factor which is most important 
in the work of our Lord is the emergence 
of new leadership from year to year. Men 
and women who have shared the burdens 
in churches and institutions and state con
ventions become known and recognized for 
their service and are chosen to fill places 
of greater responsibility. One is able to see 
something of the vast work of Southern 
Baptists in its world perspective and to 
know something of the great responsibilities 
its leadership bears.

Worship and inspiration play a great 
part in the Convention. The influence of a 
large body of people singing the great 
hymns of the Christian faith, the great 
messages from burning hearts from the 
Word of God, great periods of prayer with 
world needs set before us all contribute to 
the creating of great new visions, to inspira
tion to undertake greater tasks, to call for 
urgency in doing the work of our Lord.

Each year the Convention is different and 
has a spirit of its own. Each is made up of 
different people even though many attend 
every year. Messengers come from small 
churches and from large ones. They come 
from many different backgrounds and from 
many states, now from all over our nation.

I want to make a very urgent appeal to 
all who read this to urge your church mes
sengers to secure the registration cards, get 
them properly filled and bring them to the 
Convention. Secure them by writing the 
Program Services Department, Mr. Wal
lace Anderson, Box 647, Brentwood, Ten-

Historically
From the files

50 YEARS AGO
First church, Paris, J. W. Storer, 

pastor, voted to build a new $100,000 
building.

I. N. Penick, of the chair of Bible, 
Union university, Jackson, was se
lected to teach evangelism during the 
summer school session at South
western Baptist Theological seminary, 
Fort Worth, Texas.

20 YE ARS AGO
Jerry L. Glisson, Dyer, received 

the doctor of theology degree from 
Southwestern Baptist Theological 
seminary, Fort Worth, Texas.

It was announced that Fred F. 
Brown, Knoxville, would receive the 
honorary doctor of humanities degree 
during commencement exercises at 
Carson-Newman college, Jefferson 
City, on May 25. Brown, pastor of 
First church, Knoxville, for over 25 
years, also served as president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention and was 
for many years a member of the 
Board of Trustees of Carson-New
man.

10 YEARS AGO
Studies In Timothy, a book written 

by Charles A. Trentham, pastor, First 
church, Knoxville, was translated for 
Korean churches by the Foreign Mis
sion Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention.

H. Fay Hughes, Hamilton County 
association, was elected vice chairman 
of the Southern Baptist Juvenile Re
habilitation Workers Association dur
ing the group’s annual meeting in 
Atlanta, Ga.

nessee, 37027. Be sure to do this at once 
if you have not already done so.

Those who do not bring their registration 
cards are required to go before the Cre
dentials Committee to secure registration. 
This takes time and this committee was al
most swamped with people at the last two 
Conventions. Please let us not have a single 
person from Tennessee without his creden
tials when he comes. Help us make our 
state one hundred per cent. You can reg
ister in about one minute if you have your 
card filled out and present it for registra
tion.

ct wuly

On Matters ol

By Dr. B. David Edens, 
Director, Marriage and 
Family Program 
Stephens College 
Columbia, Missouri 65201

Shoplifting Has Become 
A Juvenile Pastime

Not very long ago an unaccompanied 
child in a department store was strictly a 
lost and found item. Teenage fashion and 
funds have changed that. Now, at an in
creasingly early age, kids find themser.es in 
stores with money in their pockets and un
supervised time on their hands. By age 11 or 
12, a shocking percentage of youngsters has 
abandoned shopping for shoplifting, which 
is not considered stealing at all. Girls out
number boys 20-to-l.

Shoplifting has become a juvenile pas
time, a middle-class white collar ’‘kick,” 
psychiatrists, psychologists and juvenile 
authorities concur.

Why? Perhaps because kids’ behavioral at- 
tudes are now established by other kid'; and 
by tv and movies rather than by adults, Dr. 
Ralph D. Rabinovitch, director of Haw
thorne Center, Northville, Illinois, suggested 
in a TODAY’S HEALTH round-up of 
opinion. “While their parents are involved 
elsewhere, they develop their own standards, 
one of which is to romanticize delinquency.”

Shoplifting is also sanctioned as an "anti
establishment” act by some older youngsters, 
points out Dr. Leon Eisenberg, psychiatrist
in-chief at Boston’s Massachusetts General 
Hospital.

In a way, stealing has become more a 
symptom of conformity than rebellion, ob
serves Mary Cameron Owen, assistant pro
fessor of education, Hunter College, New- 
York. “Most young shoplifters roam in 
groups,” she reminds, “and every juvenile 
judge has heard ‘everybody’s doing it’ of
fered as an excuse.”

While parents’ own attitudes about hon
esty are a factor, it’s their apathy, their 
reluctance to check into their youngsters' 
doings and keep tabs on their possessions, 
that provides young shoplifters with the free
dom to operate, it is agreed.

Children often don’t even bother to hide 
stolen items because they know their par
ents will ignore them.

“When anything expensive shows up in a 
lower class home, the mother knows it's 
stolen and acts immediately. But upper 
middle-class parents are truly incredible. 
Their child may have a whole closet of new 
clothes, and they’ll buy the story that he 
traded with other kids. They never even 
bother to ask where that unexplained hi-fi 
set came from.”
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A Christian Facing Death
Albert M. Casteel 
Missionary, HMB

Dear Mary:
No, I am not angry with God.
Like you, many have written asking 

about my attitude toward life since, at the 
age of forty with

Casteel

a devoted wife and four 
lovely children, my year
long illness was diag
nosed as incurable can
cer.

My tray, bearing a 
sumptuous roast chicken 
dinner, had just arrived 
when the doctor entered 
and declared, “Mr. Cas
teel, I have bad news and 
there is no easy way to 
tell you. You have can
cer.” He quickly men
tioned several methods 

of possible treatment and seemed to be in a 
hurry to leave. As he left, I was calling 
Barbara, and then calmly enjoyed my dinner 
as she was en route to the hospital.

Upon her arrival, we frankly discussed 
the imminency of death and how difficult 
it was to accept the fact of separation after 
a marriage of only fifteen years and my 
absence from our young children and their 
growing up without a father. But Mary, 
the thought never occurred to either of us 
that we could not or would not accept 
these crushing facts. We were not angry 
with anyone, and least of all, God. Our 
attitude was based upon our concept of God 
as a personal, all-wise, ever-present, com
forting, and sustaining Being. Having be
lieved in this truth for most of our lives, 
we were better fortified to accept this grim 
prospect without anger and with an atti
tude of profound trust in God.

Difficult Diagnosis
Being human, at first we did wonder 

why the problem had not been discovered 
sooner. I had been examined by numerous 
specialists and had been in and out of the 
hospital for over a year. But the diagnosis 
had been a difficult one to make as the early 
symptoms were misleading. Now, after 
having read more about this type of can
cer, we are able to sympathize with the 
many doctors who attended me but were 
unable to make a diagnosis. We certainly 
are not angry with any of them—we only 
pray that through God’s wisdom medical 
science will be successful in its quest to 
find a cure for this dreaded disease.

Mary, we believe in divine healing and 
we are convinced that God does heal—even 
cancer—if He so desires. We furthermore 
believe that God can take this disease that 
I have, seemingly a chastening defeat to 
many, and turn it into a glorious victory 
for Himself. Also, there are new means 

and methods by and through which we 
can serve the Lord and our fellowman. We 
accept my illness as a unique opportunity 
for service. During these long months we 
have had many privileges to extend our 
ministry by expressing our faith in the 
Lord to the many who have visited my 
bedside. Letters go out daily giving voice 
to the assurance we have that God is with 
us, that He has never and will never leave 
nor forsake us. We also tell of God’s good
ness to us by tape recordings which are ex
changed with friends.

"Life Is Greatest Miracle"
Life itself is the greatest miracle! Human 

existence for just one day or one hour is 
something miraculous. And since the Chris
tian thinks in terms of eternity, he does 
not concern himself too much with the 
brevity of a life span—be it forty years 
or eighty. How can this brief pilgrimage 
be compared to eternity? And the Chris
tian faith gives this assurance of eternal, 
never-ending life!

My perspective of life is strangely dif
ferent now. Prior to the onset of this ill
ness my continual thanksgiving to God 
was largely ritualistic. Now, when I thank 
Him for each new day, it comes from the 
innermost part of my soul. Each minute 
that ticks by makes me realize that all 
time is under the administration of God. 
The song of the bird outside my window 
is more melodious and inspiring; God’s 
whole creation has taken on new value. 
The sun is brighter, the moon clearer, the 
children’s noise at play is a welcomed 
sound.

And Mary, Christians are rewarded for 
the good they do. Here again our reaction 
is based upon our concept of rewards. A 
reward is all too often thought of as some
thing tangible which is good and profitable. 
Indeed, I have already been rewarded in 
many ways. For example, we are told that 
in the normal lifetime of a missionary, he 
may expect to establish six or eight new 
churches. The Lord has richly blessed my 
humble efforts in that we have seen the 
beginning of a dozen churches, and 2000 
persons have professed faith in Christ as 
Saviour. But God’s most treasured rewards 
are not seen by the human eye—they are 
eternal. Therefore, if I am not healed, and 
I do in fact succumb to this disease, this 
in eternal terminology will be my great
est victory, my finest hour. For me, death 
has no sting; the grave wins no victory. 
It will merely be a change of residence, 
a departing for my eternal home.

Fortunate In Warning
I feel most fortunate to have had some

First Church, Jellico 
To Dedicate Facilities

First church, Jellico, will hold dedication 
services for newly-renovated facilities on 
May 16, beginning at 2:30 p.m. with W. 
Fred Kendall, executive secretary, Tennes
see Baptist Convention, as dedicatory 
speaker, according to pastor Richard L. 
Allison. The noon meal will be served in the 
church’s gymnasium. The special services 
will be a part of week-end Homecoming 
activities.

Included in the $125,000 renovation 
program was the purchase of an old elemen
tary school building adjacent to the church. 
The school and existing church facilities 
were joined together, and the auditorium of 
the school levelled, now serving as a gymna
sium. The main church building has a new 
baptistry and paneling.

The day of dedication marks the close of 
Allison’s 1216 year ministry with the church. 
He has accepted the call to become pastor 
of South Knoxville church, Knoxville.

advance warning. The Lord has given me 
the opportunity and insight to get my will 
in order, to make arrangements for my 
funeral and burial, and to obtain for Bar
bara all the information concerning bene
fits upon which she and the children can 
depend for their material existence. I am 
happy that I will not leave all this burden 
to her at a time when she will have all too 
many decisions to make. Knowing that the 
end could come any time has challenged me 
to give special and concentrated teachings 
to the children and express certain last 
wishes to other members of the family. 
Most people die without having the oppor
tunity to do these things.

So Mary, I trust you will better under
stand why I say I am not angry and why 
I feel that I have been sufficiently rewarded. 
If my attitude and faith is commendable, 
the honor is due the Lord whom I have 
tried to serve. If such an assurance is de
sirable, it is readily available to anyone 
who has the volition to humbly consign his 
life to Jesus Christ by faith. It is truly 
marvelous to be able to say: “For no one 
of us lives and equally no one of us dies 
to himself alone. If we live, we live for the 
Lord and if we die we die for the Lord, 
whether therefore we live or die, we belong 
to the Lord” (Romans 14:8, NEB).

Sincerely, 
(Signed) Al

(Note: Albert and Barbara Casteel have 
been missionaries under the Home Mission 
Board since 1958. They presently live at 
3700 Benham Avenue, Nashville, Tennes
see 37215 while Albert is under treatment 
at Vanderbilt University Hospital. Albert 
wrote this letter to a friend who wrote 
saying, “Al, you must be terribly angry 
with God.” Mr. Casteel attempts to answer 
several other questions which have been 
directed to him during his illness.)

Page 16 Baptist And Reflector


