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NEW CONVENTION OFFICERS—New officers of the Southern Baptist Con
vention elected at the annual meeting in St. Louis, Mo. are: (left to right) James 
Landes, pastor First Baptist church, Richardson, Tex., first vice-president; Carl 
Bates, pastor, First Baptist church, Charlotte, N. C. president and Warren Hult- 
gren pastor, First Baptist church, Tulsa, Okla., second vice-president.

WMU LEADERS MEET—Mrs. R. L. Mathis (left) of 
Waco, Tex., was elected to another term as president 
of Woman’s Missionary Union and Mrs. Roy E. Snider 
(center) of Camden, Ark., as recording secretary. At 
right is Miss Alma Hunt, executive secretary of WMU.

NEW LEADERS OF PASTORS—Selected to lead the 
Southern Baptist Pastors’ Conference were John Bi- 
sagno (right), pastor of First Baptist church, Houston, 
Tex., president; Gene Phillips (center) pastor of Uni
versity Baptist church of Peoria, Hl., vice-president; 
and Bill Wallace, pastor of Woodlawn Baptist church 
of Charlotte, N. C. secretary.



Schroeder, Brotherhood 
Leader, Succumbs at 57

MEMPHIS, Tenn.—George W. Schroe
der, executive secretary of the Brotherhood 
Commission of the Southern Baptist Con
vention for 19 years, died Friday night 
(May 29) at Baptist Hospital here after an 
illness of almost one year. He was 57.

Services were held at First Baptist 
Church, Sunday afternoon. Burial was in 
Pinckneyville, Ill.

Schroeder retired a month ago as chief 
administrative officer of the Southern Baptist 
mission education agency here when his ill 
health kept him from his duties.

Under Schroeder’s leadership, enrolment 
in Brotherhood units in Baptist churches 
climbed to a high of 634,646 in 1964. It’s 
now 422,000.

Schroeder assumed the leadership of the 
Southern Baptist agency on January 1, 1952 
as the third executive secretary in 43 years. 
He replaced Lawson Cooke, who retired.

During the late years of his career, Dr. 
Schroeder said he set three goals in life.

They were to provide a suitable home for 
Brotherhood work, develop a challenging 
program for men and boys, and lead men 
into putting that program into practice. He 
accomplished all three.

Schroeder is survived by his widow, Mrs. 
Lorraine Schroeder, a daughter, Dr. Harriet 
Schroeder of Memphis, two sons, Dr. 
George T. Schroeder of Little Rock, Ark., 
and Dr. Lawson L. Schroeder of Batavia, 
N.Y., his mother, a brother, and two sisters. 
(BP)
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Devotional

Ministers of music, left to right: Bill 
Morris, First church, Clarksville; C. L. 
Huling, Central church, Fountain City; 
Carlys Scates, First church, Jackson; and 
Don Brakebill, First church, Maryville, 
attend St. Louis sessions.

pulpit Je
By Jim Griffith

J

It’s time for Vacation Bible 
School. Vacation Bible School— 
that’s a three-word description mean
ing vacation for the children and work 
for everyone else.

In Vacation Bible School, happi
ness for the weary worker is an 
ample supply of cookies, cold 
drinks, and patience.

Happiness is discovering on the 
first day that most of the pranksters 
are in another class.

Happiness is having Carolyn Cry
baby manage at least one smile be
fore the end of the week.

Happiness is when the mother of 
Tommy Troublemaker calls to say he 
had to stay home with a slight head 
cold.

Happiness is asking for the recita
tion of memory verses at commence
ment exercises and not hearing every 
other' child recite the shortest verse 
in the Bible: “Jesus wept.”

Happiness is coming home—ex
hausted—after the last session, 
frowning at a sadly neglected house, 
thawing out a TV dinner, kicking off 
your shoes, and sighing: “But Lord, 
it was worth it all!”
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Clendinning

On Sundays 
mission when

Ain't That Wonderful?
By Monte McMahan Clendinning

“Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that 
I might not sin against thee.” (Psalm 119:11)

Although I have known this verse since I 
was a child, it has taken 
on new meaning since 
my contact with Miss 
Blanche. For years Miss 
Blanche had been a faith
ful member of my mis
sion Sunday school class, 
but her memory had be
gun to fail so badly that 
she placed on the win
dowsill the newspaper 
dateline so that she could 
remember what day it 
was.

she always came to the 
e was able. Once when 1

asked her to read the scripture, she read 
slowly and with feeling: “The grass wither- 
eth, the flowers fadeth: but the word of our 
God shall stand forever” (Isaiah 40:8). 
“Ain’t that wonderful?” spontaneously she 
exclaimed as she smiled at me through her 
granny glasses.

Gradually Miss Blanche’s condition be
came worse, and finally the time arrived 
when she could no longer follow her habit 
of Bible reading every day or attending the 
mission. On a visit one day I found Miss 
Blanche very depressed. She confided, “I 
ain’t no good to nobody; I just wish I could 
lie down and die. But I know God’s Word 
says, ‘Thou shalt not kill,’ and that ain’t 
for me to do.”

Seeking to comfort her, I turned to Psalm 
23 as I quoted, “The Lord is my shepherd 

» r c •
“I shall not want,” she interrupted.
We continued to lead each other through 

the entire psalm. A serenity seemed to come 
over her. With many faculties gone, Miss 
Blanche still found guidance and strength 
for the day because through the years she 
had hidden God’s Word in her heart.

(Mrs. Clendinning is a Nashville home
maker and a member of First Baptist 
church.)

'Bedside Pills' For The Dying 
Asked By Euthanasia Society

LONDON—Provision of lethal bedside 
pills for the “dying” to take if they feel 
they cannot stand anymore pain is the 
latest idea of Britain’s conference here.

The Society has made attempts to get a 
bill through Parliament which would per
mit euthanasia on a voluntary basis, but 
they have failed. At a press conference 
here, the agency’s vice-president, Sir 
George Thomson, said it was considering 
the possibility of seeking an amendment to 
the Suicide Act. This would make it legal 
for a doctor to leave “pills” by a bedside. 
(RNS)
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John Bisagno Elected SBC 
Pastors’ Conference President

By David Keel

John Bisagno, pastor, First Baptist church, 
Houston, is the new president of the Pastors’ 
Conference of the Southern Baptist con
vention. He was elected during the group’s 
annual meeting in Kiel Auditorium, St. 
Louis, Mo. Bisagno succeeds Landrum P.
Leavell, pastor, First Baptist church, Wichita 
Falls, Texas.

Other officers elected to serve with 
Bisagno were Gene Phillips, pastor, 
University Baptist church, Peoria, Ill., 
vice president and Bill Wallace, pastor, 
Woodlawn Baptist church, Charlotte, 
N.C., secretary.
Program personalities for the conference, 

held preceding the annual meeting of the 
Southern Baptist Convention on June 1-4 
included: Howard H. Aultman, pastor, First 
Baptist church, Columbia, Miss.; James E. 
Coggin, pastor, Travis Avenue Baptist 
church, Fort Worth, Texas; J. D. Grey, 
pastor, First Baptist church, New Orleans, 
La.; Grady C. Cothen, president of New 
Orleans Baptist Theological seminary; John 
F. Gibson, pastor, Wesleyan Drive Baptist 
church, Macon, Ga.; H. Franklin Paschall, 
pastor, First Baptist church, Nashville; Jon 
F. Meek, Jr., director, Missions division, 
Baptist Convention of New York; W. A. 
Criswell, pastor, First Baptist church, Dallas, 
Texas, and others.

Eddie Lieberman, evangelist from Green
ville, S.C., led in three periods of Bible 
Study at the opening of each session.

Calling Never Lost
Aultman, speaking on “The Master and 

the Minister,” said that the prophet today 
must have the right motive—to follow 
faithfully Christ his Master. He continued 
by saying, “A man who enters through the 
door of divine vocation into the ministry 
will surely apprehend ‘the glory’ of his 
calling ... his ‘calling’ is never lost in the 
medley of professions.”

Coggin, speaking on the subject, “God’s 
Prophet and His Methods,” told the group 
that the ability of his congregation to reach 
people was transformed following the adop
tion of a new approach to methods. He said 
that they began to give evangelistic outreach 
the priority, giving prime emphasis to the 
church’s Sunday School program.

Grey spoke on “God’s Prophet and His 
Message,” stating that “God’s plan has 
always been a man . . . God’s man with 
God’s message, the prophets of old and the 
prophets of today, are to utter what they 
receive from God.”

Pressures of the Ministry
Cothen’s topic was “God’s Men.” He told 

the pastors that the man of God is con
stantly in touch with a group of frustrated 

people in society who have been taught to 
expect more from sexuality than can be 
reasonably expected. He continued, “The 
conscientious minister must deal with these 
problems in his own life and in the life 
of the people to whom he ministers.” Cothen 
also drew attention to the many pressures 
which God’s man faces, basic honesty, 
cultural, self-disillusionment, self-image, 
monotony of routine, and temptations.

Gibson spoke on “God’s Preacher and 
His Money,” telling the group that “God’s 
man must preach and practice tithing, must 
prepare and pay his way in the world, and 
his commitment includes his person and his 
purse.”

Paschall, speaking on “The Pastor 
and His Mate,” said that the ideal of 
marriage is that it is of God. He con
tinued by saying that “From a Christian 
standpoint the man and the woman are 
to marry ‘in the Lord’ ”... and that 
“marriage is music or should be.” He 
outlined many marital problems, stating 
that “A multitude of marriages could 
be saved if there was a sincere effort 
on the part of both husband and wife.”

Bible—Scientifically Accurate
Meek told the group concerning “God’s 

Minister in the Metropolis” that “The few 
churches that are surviving in the cities . . . 
the few that are digging in to stay . . . the 
few that are remaining on the cutting edge

Pastors’ Conference in session.

Left to right: David Walker, pastor, 
Beacon church, Beacon; J. V. Reeves, 
pastor, Smyrna church, Burleson; Kenneth 
Sparkman, superintendent of missions, 
Beech River association; and James Smith 
pastor, First church, Decaturville, at SBS 
Pastors’ Conference.

are those who have declared under God 
that the church is here to stay.”

Criswell closed the conference with a 
message entitled, “God’s Preacher and His 
Mandate,” and he told Southern Baptist 
pastors that “The Bible is the preacher’s 
mandate—‘Preach the word’—the one great 
assignment of the man of God—our mes
sage from heaven.” Criswell continued by 
saying, “To me, the Bible is God’s gracious 
revelation of how I can find heaven, how a 
soul can be saved, and how I can be 
comforted.” He pointed out the scientific 
accuracy of the Bible and chided the United 
States’ space program (moon landings; 
saying that the Bible has already stated that 
“the moon giveth light.” He said the 
government has spent $4,000,000,000 of the 
taxpayers’ money to find out the same thing.
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A Profitable Convention

The Southern Baptist Convention’s annual session is 
again history. It was, by comparison with recent conven
tion sessions, a “quiet” and harmonious session.

Much was accomplished by the messengers in the name 
of the churches which they represent as they laid founda
tions for progress in the years ahead.

Credit must be accorded to President Carl Bates for 
the manner in which he conducted himself as presiding 
officer. His low-key, calm approach to the responsibility 
which was his, did much to keep the convention sessions 
moving on an even keel, preventing the unfortunate out
bursts which have characterized recent convention ses
sions.

Bates found it necessary at times to remind messengers 
that they were seeking to arrive at answers, but in a 
spirit in which no person would be un-Christ-like in at
titude or statement.

More than 13,000 messengers were recorded by reg
istration secretary W. Fred Kendall, Tennessee’s Execu
tive Secretary-Treasurer, surpassing the 11,140 registered 
for the last convention in St. Louis in 1961.

It is, to us, a good “symptom” when a convention goes 
as well as did this one. The pendulum of attitudes and 
atmosphere must swing from time to time. For too long, 
this pendulum had seemed to be stopped at an attitude 
of aggression and discord, with many apparently seeking 
to “get” whatever agency or group had displeased them.

This year’s was a bit different. Differences of opinion 
exist on many matters. This will be true always in a di
verse group such as we are. However, these differences 
didn’t take paramount place. Rather, emphases upon 
unity, progress, spiritual growth, were the order of the 
three days. To us, then, this was a good convention, and 
out of these meetings, surely Southern Baptists will grow 
stronger together.

Credit Behind The Scenes

Too frequently we give little, if any, credit to those 
who work behind the scenes to make a convention func
tion smoothly. Many of those who work so diligently are 
Tennesseans, especially those with the Executive Commit
tee, the Sunday School Board, and the Brotherhood Com
mission.

These people do a tremendous “job” involving a lot 
of work in bringing to a convention city exhibits, assem
bling them, manning them, and then taking them back 
home. Operation of the press room for a Southern Baptist 
Convention is a major function, and this one was op
erated with efficiency and dispatch.

All of the background work is necessary. This affords 

most of the messengers opportunity to view and hear 
presentations of the ministries of the many areas in South
ern Baptist life.

On behalf of Tennessee Baptists, we say to those who 
worked behind the scenes: “Thank you!”

Leaders' Work Will Remain

In recent weeks, death has removed from the ranks 
of Southern Baptist leaders two good men, Davis C. Wool- 
ley, executive secretary of the Historical Commission of 
the Southern Baptist Convention, and George W. Schroe
der, Executive Secretary of the Brotherhood Commission, 
of the Southern Baptist Convention.

These two men, during their lifetimes, wrought a good 
ministry in the name of Our Lord and for Southern Bap
tists. Their deaths were, in the eyes of men, early and 
untimely. In the sight of God, we believe all things to be 
timely and under His providential care, including the end 
of life as we know it.

To those who survive, both as family and friend, we 
extend sincere sympathy. They rendered valuable serv
ice, and laid well the foundations for those who follow 
in their footsteps.

Speaking of Home and Church

THROUGH EXPERIENCE, WE 
OF THE FB.I. HAVE OBSERVED 
THAT THOSE WHO ARE ACTIVE 
IN SOME CHURCH ARE ALSO THE 
PEOPLE WHO SEEM MOST IN" 
TEREGTED IN ESTABLISHING A 
GENUINE 'HOME' FOR THEIR 
CHILDREN. J. ED&AK WMZ

!
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Over 14,500 Attend St. Louis Sessions; Set Plans For 1972
By James A. Lester, Editor 

Baptist And Reflector

ST. LOUIS—More than 13,000 messen
gers, meeting here in Kiel Auditorium, 
handled, in smooth fashion, business affairs 
of the Southern Baptist Convention, 
adopted official positions in several areas, 
and viewed graphic presentations stressing 
the need for continued advance in conven
tion ministries.

In what was, by comparison, with recent 
years, a “quiet” convention, messengers 
moved through an abbreviated session, 
which had been preceded by numerous 
pre-convention meetings, and which was 
interspersed with meetings of various 
alumni and special group meetings.

From the opening session of the Con
vention Tuesday evening through the final 
meeting ending shortly after noon Thurs
day, messengers laid groundwork for offi
cial convention life during the next year.

Carl E. Bates was elected unani
mously Tuesday to a second term as 
president of the convention, an action 
which had been expected. No names 
were placed in nomination against 
Bates.
Elected first vice-president of the con

vention was James H. Landes, pastor, First 
Baptist church, Richardson, Texas. Landes 
defeated W. Ross Edwards, editor of Word 
And Way, Missouri Baptist paper in a run
off, to succeed Fred Rhodes, of Washington. 
D. C. Warren Hultgren, pastor of the First 
Baptist church, Tulsa, Okla., was named sec
ond vice-president, in a run-off against 
Charles Jolly, pastor of the Madison Baptist

A Woman’s View 

A Way To Find Answers
By Virginia Zubl

What we don't know is, perhaps, what we do know is the thing that 
keeps us from knowing. And if that doesn't make sense to you, is there 
any joy for you in discovering truth? Though this is a round-about way 
to say something, it is rendered sincerely.

As youngsters, then as adolescents, on through our teenage years and 
into adulthood, we are faced with a certain body of knowledge which we 
know nothing about. We gradually interpret events, hapoenings, situa
tions, and come to a greater understanding of people and the world about 
us. Thus we gradually come to know more and more. But there is still 
that which we do not know. Many of the things we know nothing about 
never concern us. But some of those things do concern us—and concern 
us greatly. Those things are sometimes the stimulus for much pondering 
and thought during a large portion of our lives.

How do we cope with our inadequate knowledge? How can we ap
proach the inscrutible things? One clue that is given us is Paul's certainty. 
Extended to modern man, that certainty assures us that within our own 
lives, our spirit may be united with the Spirit that is in Christ, to be 
changed into a new reality. This new reality is sustained through the 
power of enduring love and humility. Perhaps it is only through this new 
reality that we can come to know better the things about which we seek 
to have knowledge.

church, Madison, N. J. Hultgren will suc
ceed Russell H. Dilday Jr., pastor, Second 
Ponce de Leon Baptist church, Atlanta.

$24,630,589 Budget Approved
In a business session Tuesday morning 

the Convention adopted recommendations 
from its Executive Committee which in
cluded approval of a nine-month opera
tional budget for 1972 of $24,630,589. 
Adoption of the budget for nine months 
reflects the fact that the convention moves 
to a new fiscal year during 1972. (See Bap
tist And Reflector, June 3, 1971, p. 3.)

In other action, the convention, follow
ing disagreement in 1970, and further 
study by the Executive Committee, voted 
to meet in Norfolk, Va., for the 1976 ses
sions. Opposition developed in Denver in 
1970 over the proposed meeting site on the 
basis that many hotel and motel accom
modations were more than 15 miles away 
from the proposed meeting place. However, 
the convention this year did give approval to 
Norfolk.

In accordance with constitutional 
provisions, by a second recommenda
tion this year, the convention divested 
itself formally of the Southern Bap
tist hospitals in New Orleans, La., and 
Jacksonville, Fla., effective Sept. 1, 
1971.
Adoption of a change in bylaws at the 

session Tuesday gives the convention presi
dent authority to appoint the resolutions 
committee at least 60 days in advance of 
the convention, and a second bylaw altera

tion makes provision for copies of resolu
tions to be submitted to the committee 30 
days prior to the convention sessions. A 
third bylaw change gives authority to the 
convention committee on order of business 
to appoint the convention music director. 
Heretofore, the convention president has 
named the music director. Presentation of 
resolutions from the floor is not prohibited 
by the provision for submissions 30 days in 
advance, according to Bates.

The convention reaffirmed also principles 
of the Cooperative Program as adopted ir. 
1925. Another recommendation from the 
Executive Committee to the Convention 
called upon the Foreign Mission Board 
the Radio and Television Commission to 
operate within their program statements, 
and to work out guidelines and procedure-, 
for cooperation to be filed with the Execu
tive Committee within one year which 
would encourage utilization of radio and 
television to a greater extent overseas. The 
convention also called upon the Radio and 
Television Commission and the Home Mis
sion Board to explore the possibilities of 
treater use of these media in evangelisiic 
efforts in America.

1973-74 Objectives. Theme Outlined
Endorsed also was the recommendation 

of the Executive Committee which slate' 
obiectives for 1973-1974 under the theme 
“Sharing Christ Through His Word.”

With the Tuesday afternoon session filled 
by reports from 27 agencies, boards, insti
tutions and committees, one recommen
dation emerged, that from the Stewardship 
Commission, which messengers approved 
The Convention adopted for itself a ?oai 
of gifts of one billion dollars annually bv 
1975 through the 34,500 churches in fel
lowship with the state and southern con
ventions.

Tn the Sunday School Board report. Ex
ecutive Secretary-Treasurer James L. Sul
livan cited for information two items 
referred to that agency by the 1970 conven
tion. Concermng a request that identification 
cards be issued to pastors, Sullivan said 
that Sunday School Board members believed 
that certification and identification was the 
responsibility of the local church, although 
the Board would be willing to provide blank 
cards for the churches to use.

Responding to a request that the 
Board insert references to drug use and 
pornography in the church covenant, 
Sullivan noted that each church must 
decide upon its own covenant.
During the Thursday morning business 

session, messengers voted 2672 to 2290 in 
favor of retaining Motion Number 3 which 
instructs the Baptist Sunday School Board

(Continued on page 12)
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Religious Educators Pay Howse Tribute

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION ASSOCIA
TION OFFICERS—Elected to lead reli
gious educators of the Southern Baptist 
Convention for the next year are: (left 
to right) Joe Burnette, First Baptist church, 
Charlotte, N.C., president; William Young, 
Southern Baptist Sunday School Board, 
Nashville, Tenn., secretary-treasurer; Miss 
Nita Stewart, Southwestern Baptist The
ological seminary, Ft. Worth, Texas, 2nd 
vice-president; Tom Allerton, First Baptist 
church, Atlanta, Ga., 1st vice-president; and 
John Durst, Sunday School secretary for 
the General Association of South Carolina, 
president elect.

Missions Superintendents 
Name Gregory President

ST. LOUIS, May 31—About one hundred 
Southern Baptist superintendents of associa- 
tional missions heard three major addresses, 
elected officers for the coming year, and 
participated in other presentations during 
their five-hour meeting here Monday at 
Third Baptist church.

New president of the group is Harold 
Gregory, superintendent of missions 
for the Nashville Tennessee Baptist 
Association. G. Allen West Jr., execu
tive director of Long Run Baptist 
Association, Louisville, Ky., was elec
ted vice president. Re-elected secretary 
was C. Melvin Ratheal, director of 
metropolitan missions, Catalina Asso
ciation, Tucson, Ariz. New treasurer is 
Robert Helmich of the Muskogee 
Association in Oklahoma.
In a message concluding the morning 

session, West said the association will have 
a place of growing importance in the next 
30 years, if it can be flexible enough to see 
the changes taking place in society and in 
the churches and bring about program 
changes at the church and community level 
to meet the needs confronting them.

Closing speaker for the conference was 
J. Woodrow Fuller of Jacksonville, director 
of the missions division of the Florida 
Baptist Convention, who predicted associa
tions will change in the near future with a 
decrease in small struggling associations 
with multiple arrangements.

ST. LOUIS—The Southern Baptist Reli
gious Education Association paid a pre
retirement tribute Monday to W. C. Howse 
of Nashville, Tenn., a prime mover in the 
field of religious education.

Howse, who will retire Oct. 1 as director 
of the Education Division of the SBC 
Sunday School Board, enumerated some 
tasks of religious education in the 1970s in 
a speech Monday morning.

He shared the podium with SBC president 
Carl Bates of Charlotte, N.C., and John 
Bisagno, pastor of First Baptist Church of 
Houston, Texas.

Between the addresses by Howse and 
Bates, the religious education association 
honored Howse during a luncheon at the 
Chase-Park Plaza Hotel.

Religious education, as all ministries of 
the church, must be concerned with the 
whole person, the whole gospel and the 
whole world, he continued.

SBC President Bates told the association 
that religious education has played a “major 
part in the ministry God has given me thus 
far.” This was true in his boyhood in 
Liberty, Miss., where he regularly attended 
a Sunday School class of five boys, two of 
whom became pastors and three business 
executives in large companies.

“I would be an ingrate if I did not pay 
tribute to those with whom I have served in 
churches,” he said, from his first pastorate 
with its annual salary of $2,700 to his 
present pastorate at First Baptist church in 
Charlotte.

“I don’t know how to be a boss; I just 
know how to be a team member.”

Bisagno told the s association that “en
rolment is the name of the game” at the 
inner-city First Baptist church of Houston 
where he is pastor.

Everyone who joins the church is auto
matically enroled in the Sunday School, and 
becomes some teacher’s “responsibility,” he 
said.

Left to right: Jack Custer, full-time 
evangelist from Lebanon; Bob Carpenter, 
pastor, Trinity church, Lebanon; and Don 
Owens, pastor, Immanuel church, Lebanon, 
ready for weekly meetings.

Southern Honors McCall 
On 20th Year At Helm

ST. LOUIS—Television personality Ralph 
Edwards of Hollywood, Calif., was master 
of ceremonies for a special production of 
“This Is Your Life” Wednesday at a lunch
eon during the annual meeting of the 
Southern Baptist Convention.

The program honored Duke K. McCall 
on his twentieth anniversary as president of 
The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
in Louisville, Ky., and was the highlight of 
the annual luncheon of the seminary’s alum
ni association.

Anecdotes from McCall’s varied career 
were recalled by friends and family of the 
Baptist executive, including his four sons, 
his college roommate, and his two brothers.

Edwards reminded the 950 alumni pres
ent that McCall had been the youngest pas
tor of Louisville’s Broadway Baptist Church, 
the youngest president of New Orleans Bap
tist Theological Seminary, the youngest exe
cutive-secretary of the Southern Baptist 
Convention Executive Committee, and the 
youngest president of Southern Seminary. 
He was elected to the seminary post in 1951 
at the age of 36.

In a business session during the luncheon, 
the alumni elected J. Herbert Gilmore of 
Birmingham, Ala., to serve as national presi
dent, and Don Gillis of Lancaster, Ohio, as 
secretary. John McClanahan of Pine Bluff, 
Ark., was named president-elect of the asso
ciation.

'Theological Resources' Project: 
First Four Books Are Published

NEW YORK—The first four volumes of 
a new Protestant and Roman Catholic 
series on “Theological Resources” are off 
the presses.

Sponsors of the ambitious project are 
Westminster Press, a Philadelphia-based 
agency of the United Presbyterian Church, 
and Corpus Books, a division of World 
Publishing Company. Corpus has a Cath
olic background.

“We regard this as a major publishing 
event, both for the United Presbyterian 
Church and the entire ecumenical com- 
mumtv.” said the Rev. James R. Gailev. 
head of the denominational division which 
oversees Westminster Press.

The impressive volumes (selling for $9.95 
each) are intended to transcend national 
and denominational lines. Subjects are ex
plored in relation to the full extent of 
Christian history, other religions and dis
ciples other than theology.

Editors of the series are Dr. Jaroslav A. 
Palikan, a Lutheran faculty member of 
Yale University Divinity School, and Fa
ther John P. Whalen, former acting rector 
of the Catholic University of America, 
Washington, D.C. (RNS)
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Woman's Missionary Union Climaxes Convention 
With Hour Of Commitment Led By Mrs. Mathis

By Eura Lannom
ST. LOUIS, Mo.—Woman’s Missionary 

Union, Auxiliary to the Southern Baptist 
Convention, met in Kiel Auditorium’s Opera 
House, May 31, prior to the opening of 
the Southern Baptist Convention June 1. 
Mrs. R. L. Mathis, president, of Waco, 
Texas, presided.

Each session began with a concert by the 
Volunteer State Chorale. The chorale con
sisted of ministers of music from Tennessee 
Baptist Convention churches and Frank G. 
Charton as coordinator under the direction 
of Louis O. Ball Jr., conductor. Ball is 
chairman of the music department at Car
son-Newman college, Jefferson City, Tenn. 
Charton is secretary of the Church Music 
department, Tennessee Baptist Convention.

Jean Peoples, minister of music, First 
Church, Jefferson City and Robert L. Snead, 
minister of music, First Baptist Church, 
Nashville, were soloists. Richard Huggins, 
minister of youth and organist at First 
church, Gatlinburg, was pianist for the 
group.

"Committed" Convention Theme
Theme for the one-day-convention was 

“Committed.” The morning, afternoon and 
evening sessions featured reports on suc
cessful, innovative missions work through 
WMU. Entitled, “Dimensions of Success,” 
the feature included presentations by 21 
persons, such as WMU leaders, pastors, mis
sionaries, and denominational leaders. The 
“success stories” were told informally.

Miss Alma Hunt, Birmingham executive 
secretary-treasurer, Woman’s Missionary 
Union, recapped the presentations and gave 
a national picture of WMU progress in each 
of the sessions.

Approximately 3000 women and a gen
erous sprinkling of men in a resounding 
finale to the meeting Monday night sang 
“Here is My Life.” The meeting was 
climaxed by a time of commitment. In song, 
prayer, Scripture, and meditation, the audi
ence was urged to pledge personal commit
ment to missions.

Again the Volunteer State Chorale wove 
the service together with special music. 
Claude H. Rhea Jr., of Birmingham, Ala., 
and Gene Bartlett of Oklahoma City, di
rected the congregational music and song. 
Rhea is dean of the school of music, Sam- 
ford university, and Bartlett is state music 
secretary of the Baptist General Convention 
of Oklahoma.

Mathis Leads Commitment
The Call of Commitment was led by Mrs. 

Mathis. Assisting her were Miss June Whit
low, promotion division director, Woman’s 
Missionary Union, Birmingham, Baker J. 
Cauthen, Arthur B. Rutledge, Porter Routh, 
and Miss Alma Hunt.

In describing the popular interest in edu
cation as an asset to WMU’s desire to 

make churches aware of the world missions 
situation, Miss Hunt said, “Where there’s a 
woman, there’s a way.” “WMU was born 
out of the need for mission support. We are 
committed today as we were in 1888 to 
sustaining missions.”

Routh, executive secretary of the Execu
tive Committee of the Southern Baptist Con
vention, and Baker J. Cauthen of Richmond, 
Va., executive secretary of the Foreign Mis
sion Board, both praised the women for 
their efforts in a recent upsurge in Coopera
tive Program gifts. Cauthen also thanked 
the women for their promotion of the Lottie 
Moon Christmas offering for Foreign Mis
sions, which recentlv totaled a record of 
$16,220,104.99.

Optimism was expressed by Arthur B. 
Rutledge of Atlanta, executive secretary of 
the Home Mission Board, for the annual 
Home Mission offering now being reported.

Mrs. Robert Fling of Pleasantville, N. Y., 
a former national WMU president and now 
president of New York WMU, told the 
group that “We must cut the roots of self- 
love personally, in churches, and in states 
in order that world missions not be cur
tailed.”

Officers Elected
Mrs. Mathis was re-elected president of 

the 1.3 million-member organization. This 
is her second term in recent years. She 
served for seven years during 1956-63. Mrs. 
Mathis is director of the Student Union at 
Baylor university.

Mrs. Roy E. Snider of Camden, Ark., 
was re-elected recording secretary. Vice 
presidents of national WMU organization 
are the state WMU presidents. Mrs. D. Is
bell of Chattanooga is president of the Ten
nessee WMU.

Re-elected members-at-large of the WMU 
Executive Board were Mrs. John Maguire of 
Jacksonville, Fla., Mrs. Duke K. McCall of 
Louisville, Ky., Mrs. David Northcutt of 
Oklahoma City, Okla. Mrs. Gary McNeese, 
LaPalma, Calif., was named for a first term.

Belew And Chafin Speak
Wendell Belew, director of the division of 

missions for the Home Mission Board, spoke 
on WMUs role in missions in the United 
States.

“WMU mission action implements home 
missions, while home missions uses mission 
action wherever women are organized to 
work. Where WMU is not in existence, 
home missionaries want it organized im
mediately,” Belew said.

A multimedia presentation by Kenneth 
Chafin of Atlanta, director of evangelism for 
the SBC Home Mission Board, also sup
ported commitment. A panorama of pic
tures flashed behind Chafin as he talked 
about the needs of people. He urged Bap-

Left to right: Virgil Turbyvill, pastor, 
Corinth church, Loudon; Joe CaldwcH, 
pastor, West Maryville church, Maryville; 
and Fred Davis, pastor, Armona church, 
Alcoa, represent their congregation in St. 
Louis.

Argentine Baptists Approve State Aid
MENDOZA, Argentina—Argentine Bap

tist agencies are free to seek assistance from 
the state for some activities, according to 
an action taken during the 63rd annual 
sessions of the Argentine Baptist Convention 
here.

A majority of the 272 messengers Io <hc 
convention approved the proposition -hat 
“organizations of the . . . convention are 
free to secure state aid for those activities 
not related to evangelism and missions if 
they think it advisable.”

The issue had been debated on the door 
of the convention many times before, and 
some individual churches have been receiv
ing government help for the schools they 
operate, reported Southern Baptist mission
ary James O. Teel.

Long-time leader of the opposition to 
state aid for Argentine Baptists, professor 
Santiago Canclini, was absent from this 
year’s sessions because of a recent illness. 
In past years, similar motions have been 
“roundly defeated” under Canclini’s leader
ship, said Teel. (BP)

tists to have a closer identification with per
sons in order to break down walls of aliena
tion such as age, race, class and culture.

Carson-Newman Graduate Speakers
Missionary speakers for the meeting in

cluded Webster Carroll, Uganda, and Rob
ert C. Davis Jr., Vietnam. Carroll, a gradu
ate of Carson-Newman college, is a former 
pastor at Russellville, Tenn. He was the first 
Southern Baptist missionary preacher as
signed to Uganda in 1963. “When men 
begin to doubt the authority and power of 
Jesus, they begin not to care. Their Chris
tianity has no authority,” said Carroll.

Davis praised the cooperation of fine 
American servicemen who have made pos
sible the setting up of medical programs in 
the churches, classes in sewing, typing, En
glish, and other subjects all geared to the 
overall purpose of reaching people with the 
Gospel message.

Miss Megumi Matsumura, Japanese stu
dent at Samford university, Birmingham, 
was organist for all three sessions.
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TeppesseeNeWsBriefs
Lester T. Buckalew, a United States Army 

Chaplain, has been promoted in rank from 
major to lieutenant colonel. He is cur
rently assigned to a unit at NATO head
quarters in Holland. A graduate of Norman 
college, Mercer university, Macon, Ga., and 
Southern Baptist Theological seminary, 
Louisville, Ky., Chaplain Buckalew is the 
brother of Mrs. Robert Norman, wife of the 
pastor of Belmont Heights church, Nash
ville.

Highland Park church, Columbia, has 
purchased a new four-bedroom, two-bath
room pastorium. The church has also pur
chased tracts of land which border present 
facilities on the north and south for use as 
parking space and future building expan
sion. William Delaney is pastor.

Three Belmont college (Nashville) stu
dents have been selected to appear in the 
1971 edition of Outstanding College Athletes 
of America. These students are Miss Alfreta 
L. Peterson, daughter of Mrs. Eldra Peter
son, Mound Bayou, Miss.; Miss Carolyn 
Gwen Hix, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Luke 
Hix, Red Boiling Springs; and Miss Wanda 
Sue Bledsoe, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. W. 
Bledsoe, Fairview.

Allison

LEADERSHIP CHANGES
South Knoxville church, Knoxville, has 

called Richard L. Allison as pastor. Allison 
has served as pastor of First church, Jellico, 

for the past 12^ years. 
A native of Louisville, 
Ky., he is a graduate 
of Georgetown (Ky.) col
lege and Southern Bap
tist Theological seminary, 
Louisville, Ky. Allison is 
a member of the Execu
tive Board, Tennessee 
Baptist Convention, is 
chairman of the State 
Student Committee and 
vice-chairman of the 
Board of Trustees of

Harrison-Chilhowee Baptist academy, Sey
mour. Mrs. Allison is the former Jane 
Foote, a native of Elizabethtown, Ky. They 
have one son, Timothy Clark, five.

Hubert Terry is the new pastor of Im
manuel church, New Duck River associa
tion. A recent graduate of Belmont college, 
Terry is married and has three children.

Lewis H. Bratcher has resigned as pastor 
of First Baptist church, Kingston, after five 
and one half years. A member of the Ex
ecutive Board of the Tennessee Baptist Con
vention, Bratcher has served on the Board’s 
Administrative Committee. His future plans 
have not been announced. Walter B. Shur- 
den has been called by the Kingston church 
as supply pastor.

A kindergarten workshop will be held on 
Belmont college campus, Nashville, June 
21-25. The workshop will be sponsored by 
the education department of Belmont col
lege and the Sunday School department of 
the Tennessee Baptist Convention.

Members of the Bell Buckle church, New 
Duck River association, surprised Pastor 
and Mrs. Bobby M. Spencer on May 16 
with a covered dish dinner and presented 
them with a silver service in appreciation 
for their faithful and successful service dur
ing the past six months. More than 40 per
sons have joined the church by baptism 
since November.

Cooper New Chairman 
Of Executive Committee

ST. LOUIS—The Southern Baptist Con
vention’s Executive Committee in an or
ganization session here, elected a Missis
sippi businessman as its new chairman.

Owen Cooper, president of the Missis
sippi and Coastal Chemical Corp., Yazoo 
City, Miss., was named chairman of the 
58-member body, succeeding James Mon
roe, pastor of First Baptist Church, Fort 
Walton Beach, Fla.

New vice chairman is Stewart Simms, 
pastor of First Baptist Church, Greer, S.C.

Mrs. Ned King of Dallas, an interior 
decorator, was elected secretary and Porter 
W. Routh, the convention’s chief execu
tive, was re-elected treasurer.

Home of Missionary Thurman Fox 
Destroyed by Fire

Fire destroyed the residence of Thurman 
Fox, Clarksville, superintendent of missions 
for Cumberland association May 30. The 
Foxes lost furniture, clothing, personal li
brary, and audiovisual equipment valued at 
$12,000. The house, owned by the associa
tion was partially covered by insurance. The 
contents were not insured.

Superintendents of missions across Ten
nessee are assisting in replacing the books 
and audiovisual equipment.

Union Avenue church, Memphis, has 
called W. Lee Prince as pastor, effective 
June 1. He is currently serving as associate 
pastor of South Main Baptist church, Hous
ton, Texas. A native of Arkansas, Prince 
is a graduate of Carson-Newman college, 
Jefferson City and Southwestern Baptist 
Theological seminary, Fort Worth, Texas, 
as well as taking postgraduate work at the 
Institute of Religion, School of Pastoral 
Care, Houston, Union seminary, New York 
City, N.Y., and Princeton seminary, Prince
ton, N.J. He is listed in the 1965 edition of 
Outstanding Young Men of America and 
has been selected for the Twelfth Edition 
of Who’s Who in the South and Southwest. 
The Princes have two children, Keith, 10 
and Suzanne, eight.

30 New SBC Missionaries 
Given Marching Orders

ST. LOUIS—Southern Baptists’ 30 new
est missionaries received their marching or
ders at Kiel Auditorium Wednesday night 
and headed for service to the accompani
ment of 13,000 Baptists singing “Send Me, 
O Lord, Send Me.”

For the first time in history the 11.5 
million member denomination’s Home Mis
sion Board and Foreign Mission Board 
commissioned missionaries in a joint serv
ice.

The missionaries are headed for Argen
tina, Venezuela, Indonesia, North Brazil, 
Korea, Botswana, Buyana, Belgium, Ohio, 
New York, Michigan, Indiana, Mas
sachusetts, California, and West Point, N.Y.

Their specialties include medicine, teach
ing, preaching, women’s work, student work, 
dealing with ethnic and cultural minorities, 
and social work.

Baker J. Cauthen, Richmond, Va., execu
tive secretary of the Foreign Mission 
Board, charged the missionaries to remain 
faithful to their calling.

Arthur B. Rutledge, of Atlanta, Ga., 
executive secretary-treasurer of the Home 
Mission Board, charged the messengers to 
sustain the appointees with prayer and ade
quate finances. He praised the churches 
for producing the young missionaries and 
urged the audience to consider whether 
they should personally go as reinforce
ments.

The crowd overflowed the 11,000 seat 
convention hall in Kiel Auditorium. Almost 
2000 sat across the stage in the adjoining 
Opera House. They viewed the service from 
the rear and saw pictures of program per
sonalities projected in giant screens.

Pollard Is Elected
By Southwestern Alumni

ST. LOUIS—W. Ramsey Pollard, pastor 
of Bellevue Baptist Church in Memphis, 
Tenn., was elected president of the South
western Baptist Theological Seminary Alum
ni Association meeting here.

Jesse Fletcher, director of the Division 
of Missionary Personnel for the Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board, was elected 
vice-president and John Earl Seelig, assist
ant to the president at Southwestern Semi
nary, secretary.

More than 500 alumni attended the 
luncheon when three graduates were 
honored with Distinguished Alumni Awards.

They were Agnes D. Pylant, retired 
church recreation specialist; Joe Davis Hea- 
cock, dean, School of Religious Education 
at Southwestern Seminary; and Frank K. 
Means, area secretary of South America 
for the SBC Foreign Mission Board.
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Education will never let the world forget that
man has a mind, but who is going to say that

he has a soul?

Christian education knows the definiteness of

its purpose! It is committed to the unity of all 

truth in God and it seeks to bring together all 

fields of learning within the biblical world view.

Tennessee Baptist colleges strive constantly for academic 

excellence. However, we need your financial 

assistance.

Support Your Tennessee Baptist Colleges

BELMONT COLLEGE
Dr. Herbert C. Gabhart 

President 
Nashville, Tenn. 37203

CARSON-NEWMAN COLLEGE
Dr. John A. Fincher 

President 
Jefferson City, Tenn. 37760

UNION UNIVERSITY
Dr. Robert E. Craig 

President
Jackson, Tenn. 38301

All inquiries will receive personal replies from the President
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Tennesseans Graduate 
At Southern Seminary

LOUISVILLE, Ky.—Thirteen students 
from Tennessee received degrees during 
the May 1971 commencement at the South
ern Baptist Theological seminary here.

The Tennesseans were part of a 200- 
member graduation class, the largest since 
the seminary’s Centennial Commencement 
in the spring of 1959. At that time 267 
degrees were granted.

Forrest Shelton Clark, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. John D. Clark of Warner Robins, Ga., 
but formerly of Murfreesboro, was 
awarded the Master of Divinity degree. 
He is a 1968 graduate of Middle Tennes
see State University in Murfreesboro.

Ray Franklin Cleek, a 1967 graduate 
of Union university in Jackson, was pre
sented the Master of Religious Education 
degree. He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Raymond Cleek of Union City.

James R. Coffman, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Robin Coffman of Ripley, was granted 
the Master of Divinity degree. He is a 1968 
graduate of Union university.

Herbert Lynn Fann, a 1967 graduate of 
Southwestern college at Memphis, was the 
recipient of a Master of Divinity degree. 
He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Herbert 
Fann of Trenton.

Robert T. Golman, son of Mrs. H. L. 
White of Brookhaven, Miss., but formerly 
of Jackson, was awarded the Master of 
Church Music degree. He is a 1966 grad
uate of Union university and received the 
Master of Religious Education degree from 
Southern seminary in 1968.

Cecil Houser, a 1967 graduate of King 
college in Bristol, received the Master of 
Divinity degree. He is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Cecil Houser, Sr., of Bristol.

Kelly A. Lane, son of Earl L. Lane of 
Clinton, was presented the Master of Di
vinity degree. He is a 1967 graduate of 
Carson-Newman college in Jefferson City.

Sandra Morgan, a 1965 graduate of Un
ion university, received the Master of Re
ligious Education degree. She is the daugh
ter of Mr. and Mrs. John B. Morgan of 
Jackson.

James L. Palmer, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
James L. Palmer of Athens, was granted 
the Master of Divinity degree. He is a 1968 
graduate of Belmont college in Nashville.

Edward G. Robinson of Lebanon re
ceived the Master of Divinity Degree. He 
is a 1950 graduate of North Carolina State 
university.

Jack Wayne Shannon, son of Jesse H. 
Shannon of Nashville, was presented the 
Master of Religious Education degree. He

Chilhowee Professor
Retires, Takes New Post

William F. Hall, Bible teacher at Har
rison-Chilhowee academy for 44 years, is 
retiring from the classroom and exchanging 
his Bible lectures for a new field.

The veteran Bible educator is ready to 
begin assisting with public relations work 
at the academy, attending pastors confer
ences, visiting with students, supplying at 
churches, and being available for Bible con
ferences, revivals, and interim work.

A Baptist minister for 50 years, Hall 
has served as pastor of 13 Tennessee 
churches, helped organize the Chilhowee as
sociation, written three books, and con
tributed numerous articles and outlines for 
publication.

His work at Harrispn-Chilhowee began in 
1926 after graduating from Carson-New
man. He received his master’s degree from 
the University of Tennessee.

Hall became a Baptist at 16 and was 
called to preach when he was 17.
is a 1969 graduate of Belmont college.

Roy Douglas White, a 1966 graduate of 
Carson-Newman college, received the 
Master of Religious Education degree. He 
is the son of Mrs. L. R. White of Knox
ville.

William D. Wilson, who attended Bel
mont college, was awarded the Diploma in 
Theology. He is the son of Mrs. Clara Wil
son of Murfreesboro.

Commencement speaker was Harper 
Shannon, pastor of the First Baptist church 
of Dothan, Ala. A former second vice- 
president of the Southern Baptist Conven
tion, he is also a past-president of the SBC 
Pastors’ Conference.

Move To Block Funds 
For Schools Revealed

WASHINGTON, D.C.—More than 
25,000 names have been collected in the 
first phase of a drive to petition to a 1972 
referendum a law passed by the Maryland 
legislature providing $12.1 million for pri
vate, mostly parochial, schools. The peti
tioners are required by law to present at 
least 15,000 valid names by June 1 and 
another 15,000 by July 1.

Andrew d’Elia, executive secretary of 
PEARL (Public Education and Religious 
Liberty) which has coordinated the efforts 
of about 40 organizations, expressed ap
preciation for the organizations, churches, 
and volunteer workers who circulated the 
petitions and gathered the names. “The out
pouring of support for our American tra
dition of public funds for public schools 
only has been most heartening,” he said. 
“We have successfully completed the first 
stage of our petition drive and with the 
momentum we now have we should be 
able to gather another 25,000 names by 
the June 30 deadline. Such is our goal. It 
thus appears that the voters will have an 
opportunity in 1972 to rectify the mistake 
that was make by the General Assembly 
in passing the parochiaid measure.

“We believe that if we succeed in get
ting the parochial school aid law on the 
ballot, the voters will decide the matter 
exactly as they did in Michigan, Nebraska 
and New York. The people do not want 
to be taxed for private and parochial 
schools.”

C. Stanley Lowell, associate director of 
Americans United for Separation of 
Church and State, also commended the 
petition workers. “I am particularly grati
fied,” he said, “at the work of our mem
bers in Maryland. Their response was 
magnificent as it always is whenever we 
call on them. Governor Mandel and the 
legislature have blundered sadly in trying 
to saddle the taxpayers with the costs of 
church schools. This seriously violates the 
separation of church and state. It is 
fortunate that under Maryland law the 
people will have an opportunity to redress 
the damage.” (C/SNS)

HOLY LAND TOUR AND ROME

Departing Oct. 18-28, 1971—Cost from 
$664. Wholesale Tours International, 
Host, Mrs. Isabelle H. Lollar, 3119 
Drive, Nashville, Tenn. 37207. Phone 
1575 after 5 P.M.

New York
Inc., Tour 
Moorewood 
(615) 226-

FIRST 
MORTGAGE 

CHURCH 
BONDS 

AVAILABLE

COOPERATIVE CHURCH FINANCE, INC. 
\^e wtll finance your Gkurch building

—WRITE OR CALL FOR FREE INFORMATION— (411) 297-5457

P. O. BOX 15292 

NASHVILLE 
TENN. 
37215
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UNIFORM SERIES
Sunday School Lesson for June 13,1971

THE COMING MESSIAH
By Howard S. Kolb, Pastor 

Audubon Park Baptist Church, Memphis
BIBLE STUDY PASSAGES:
ISAIAH 2:2-4; 9:2-7

The lesson this week concludes four 
weeks of study in the book of Isaiah. The 
book of Isaiah is quoted over four hundred 
times in the New Testament. Fifty-six of 
Isaiah’s sixty-six chapters are used in the 
New Testament. Isaiah is quoted in the 
opening chapters of each Gospel (Matt. 
1:23; Mark 1:3; Luke 1:76; John 1:23).

Isaiah is the chief messianic prophet of 
the Bible. Generally speaking, he presents 
two concepts of Christ—Christ as Messiah 
and Chirst as Suffering Servant. Our lesson 
this week concerns itself with Christ as 
Messiah.
I THE COMING MESSIAH’S 
KINGDOM (Isaiah 2:2-4)

This passage of Scripture is duplicated in 
Micah 4:1-3. Some scholars feel Isaiah 
quoted Micah. Some scholars feel Micah 
quoted Isaiah. Some scholars feel that 
Isaiah and Micah both quoted from an 
original source. The writer of the lesson 
feels that Isaiah was the original author of 
these words.

This passage present a most unusual 
prophecy. The prophecy concerning Jeru
salem is unique. Such a prophecy is never 
predicted of any other city and what is 
propheside has never taken place. Isaiah 
saw “in the last days” the time when all 
nations would come to Mount Zion seeking 
the will of God. God’s ways would be 
taught in Jerusalem and His word would 
be disseminated from Jerusalem (Acts 1:8).

During Isaiah’s days peace was desirable 
but only a remote prospect. The Messiah’s 
kingdom will be characterized by peace 
(Isa. 2:4). The Messiah will settle disputes. 
The sword will no longer be used to solve 
problems. When the Lord becomes the 
arbiter the people “shall beat their swords 
into plowshares, and their spears into prun
ing hooks” (Isa. 2:4). Conflict will cease 
and peace will come as all nations live to
gether in the Messiah’s kingdom. When 
men practice His principles, give Him prior
ity, they shall find His peace.
n THE COMING MESSIAH’S 
CHARACTER (Lsa. 9:2-7).

This passage was occasioned by the con

quest of the Galilean portion of the north
ern kingdom by the Assyrian king Tiglath- 
pileser III in 734-732 B.C. The passage 
was directed to Zebulum and Naphtali and 
announced that the Assyrian forces would 
be destroyed by God and that a new de
scendent would be installed at the same 
time as the Assyrian forces were driven out.

The passage may have been related to 
the death of the Assyrian king, Tiglath- 
pileser III. His death must have aroused 
hope that the Assyrian pressure would re
cede, would be removed. Some connect the 
passage with the beginning of the reign of 
Hezekiah. However, the passage is mes
sianic and should not be tied too closely 
with specific historical events.

The Mesiah would bring light instead of 
darkness (Isa. 9:2); the Messiah would bring 
gladness instead of sadness (Isa. 9:3a); the 
Messiah would bring joy instead of sorrow 
(Isa. 9:3b). He will deal with the oppressor 
and destroy the paraphernalia of war (Isa. 
9:4, 5). Verse five in the Revised Standard 
Version is translated thus: “For every boot 
of the tramping warrior in battle tumult 
and every garment rolled in blood will be 
burned as fuel for the fire” (Isa. 9:5).

In verses 6 and 7 we have the character 
of the Ruler-Redeemer described for us. 
Who is this child, this son that is born? 
The traditional Jewish tradition is that he 
was Hezekiah, the son of Ahaz. However, 
this Scripture can only have its fulfilment 
in Christ. Through the coming of this One 
a glorious day would come to pass. He shall 
fulfil a unique mission—“the government 
shall be upon His shoulders” (Isa. 9:6). He 
has unique titles. In the King James Ver
sion you find five titles—Wonderful, Coun
sellor, the Mighty God, the everlasting 
Father, the Prine of Peace. In the Revised 
Standard Version you find only four titles 
“Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Ever
lasting Father, Prince of Peace.” The com
ing Messiah is one of wisdom, might, under
standing, and peace. His kingdom is for 
ever (Isa. 9:7). The zeal of the Lord of 
hosts will make this certain. God’s purposes 
are sure and certain and they all center in 
Jesus Christ.

Are you ready for the Coming Messiah?

Communications Key Held 
By Laymen, Says Rhodes

ST. LOUIS, May 31—Laymen hold the 
keys for communicating with and under
standing modern man, Fred Rhodes of 
Washington, D.C., first vice president of the 
Southern Baptist Conventon, said here 
Monday night.

In a major address to the Baptist 
Men’s Conference at Southwest Baptist 
Church. Rhodes declared that “the world 
of the ‘earth people’ is sure and simple a 
layman’s world. Laymen work and live 
where the action is.”

The conference, sponsored by the 
Brotherhood Commission of the Southern 
Baptist Convention attracted laymen from 
more than 30 states. Rhodes was one of 
six speakers on the theme “Laymen in 
Missions.”

“For years laymen have griped that 
there was no place for them in the Con* 
vention,” the deputy administrator of the 
Veterans Administration said. “If that v.ere 
true, it is no excuse.”

He asked if there is not a need for lay
men in the field of education or as Con
vention executives. He asked why laymen 
are not used in hard-to-fill jobs in the state 
conventions or as editors of Baptist stare 
papers.

The answer he said is that laymen have 
not prepared themselves to take the jobs.

“There will be a lay involvement in rhe 
Convention because laymen are concerned 
and cannot be contained within the fom 
walls of the church. This concern will press 
our denomination into new frontiers of ex
pression,” Rhodes said.

BAPTIST BIBLE INSTITUTE
Graceville, Florida

ANNOUNCES

THE ROBERT G. LEE CHAPEL 
ON BBI CAMPUS

New Diplomas 

Beginning with 

The 1971-1972 

Fall Semester

For High School Graduates

The Diploma in Theology

The Diploma in Sacred Music

The Diploma in Religious Education

Culbertson and Company'
Broker — Dealer — Underwriter „
CHURCH and INSTITUTIONAL 5ICURIT1U ONLY
Tennessee Representative—Joel Thlelepape—P. 0. Box 313
Hendereonvllle, Tennessee 3707J—Phone: 1-615-824-5116Phon*: 1-615-824-51 Id

For Nongraduates
The Diploma in Christian Training With 
Special Emphasis in (either) Pastoral Train
ing, Sacred Music, Or Religious Education.

All courses take three years, or 98 semester 
hours. For information, write: The DEAN, 
Baptist Bible Institute, Graceville, Fla*
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Over 14,500 Attend 
St. Louis Sessions

(Continued from page 5)
of the Southern Baptist Convention to re
write Vol. I of the Broadman Commentary 
as requested by the convention during its 
annual session in Denver, Colo., in 1970.

Kenneth Barnett of Oklahoma introduced 
the motion which states, “I move that the’ 
Sunday School Board be advised that the 
vote of the 1970 convention regarding the 
rewriting of Vol. I of the Broadman Com
mentary has not been followed and that 
the Sunday School Board obtain another 
writer and proceed with the commentary 
according to the vote of the 1970 conven
tion in Denver.” Both Conrad Willard, 
president of the Sunday School Board and 
James L. Sullivan, executive secretary
treasurer, answered considerable debate by 
assuring the convention that their request 
would be followed to the letter.

Resolutions and motions came in abun
dance Tuesday and Wednesday, with reso
lutions presented ranging in subjects from 
abortion, to conscientious objection to mil
itary service, unfair labor practices, vol
untary prayer in schools, public education, 
consumer rights, anti-semitism, judicial re
form, to hunger in America and the use 
of alcoholic beverages.

Three Principal Addresses
The resolutions were referred auto

matically to the resolutions committee of 
the convention, and were brought before 
the sessions Wednesday and Thursday for 
adoption or rejection. (See separate story 
on resolutions.)

One motion among the many referred 
to the Convention’s Executive Committee 
called for elimination of the “doctrinal 
reader” at the Baptist Sunday School 
Board; a position occupied by H. Leo 
Eddleman, former president of New Orleans 
Baptist Theological seminary.

Three principal addresses were heard by 
messengers, including the annual sermon by 
John R. Claypool, pastor, Crescent Hills 
Baptist church, Louisville, Ky.; the presi
dent’s address by Bates, and an address by 
V. Carney Hargroves, president of the Bap
tist World Alliance. Hargroves, in his mes
sage Wednesday, cited as a goal of BWA 
the renewal of communication with Chris
tians in Communist China. Hargroves al
luded to some Alliance action in Cuba, 
which was not spelled out specifically.

Claypool, in the convention sermon, 
Tuesday evening likened the growth of 
America to the story of the prodigal 
son in the Bible. He told messengers 
that the church must steer a course 
between the extreme right and left, and 
that they must serve as facilitators of 
maturity in America.
“I would suggest that World War II was 

the moment in our history when we gath
ered up our inheritance and left home, and 
the 25 years since then have been mo
mentous ones indeed leading us finally to 

a far country called Vietnam, where the 
many experiences of our history have all 
seemed to culminate in a painful ‘coming to 
ourselves’ nationally,” Claypool declared.

In his address, Bates cautioned that the 
future of the missionary endeavors of South
ern Baptists rests upon prayer, not human 
schemes.

Bates emphasized that the key to the 
whole missionary problem is in the hand 
of God, not man, and that key is prayer. 
The SBC president warned that “For the 
first time in the history of our nation, there 
is no Christian consensus. Christian in
fluence is at an all-time low. Law is no 
longer king—something called ‘sociological 
averages’ has taken its place.” (See Baptist 
And Reflector, June 3, 1971, pp. 6 and 7 
for full text of Bates’ address.)

Students Get Program Time
The convention approved Wednesday a 

motion requesting the Annuity Board to ex
plore with the SBC Executive Committee 
and the state conventions the possibility of 
increasing benefits provided currently under 
the A-12 plan, which benefits are based 
upon scales established in the early 1940’s.

Resolutions were referred in quick order 
to the Executive Committee as Bates, in 
his capacity as presiding officer, adhered 
strictly to a bylaw provision (16) which 
says, in part, “. . . Any motion or resolu
tion affecting any such agency or institu
tion, which is not included in its printed 
report, shall, when presented before the 
Convention, be referred to the Executive 
Committee or to such other committees as 
the Convention may direct.”

Bates’ ruling at this point, in effect, kept 
many of the resolutions or motions from 
coming before the convention during the 
1971 session.

One feature of the convention program 
this year—a first—was time allotted to Bap
tist students on Wednesday morning for a 
presentation of their concern that Southern 
Baptists, in essence, give them a voice in 

FOR INFORMATION aMd GROUP DISCOUNTS WRITE *
RAMESES: Box 305, Calvert City, Kentucky -42029

what was done as a convention. The stu
dents expressed also their concern for an 
effective Christian commitment in every 
area.

Ministry In Cities
Concentration upon a ministry in the na

tion’s cities was the dominant emphasis in 
the report of the Home Mission Board 
Tuesday evening. Mentioning religious 
groups who have pioneered in a witnessing 
movement for laymen, Kenneth Chafin, di
rector of the board’s division of evangelism, 
said: “We do not criticize these movements 
for they reminded us of our failures.”

Highlight of the Wednesday evening ses
sion was the presentation of the Foreign 
Mission Board, followed by a joint com
missioning service by the Foreign and Home 
Mission Boards, at which 30 missionaries 
were commissioned formally.

Three Convention officers were renamed 
for another year in elections Tuesday night. 
They are: Porter Wroe Routh, Nashville, 
treasurer, W. Fred Kendall, Nashville, reg
istration secretary, and Clifton J. Allen, 
Nashville recording secretary.

Final session of the convention Thursday 
morning was devoted to a joint presentation 
of all convention agencies centering around 
meeting the needs of the world’s cities.

The 1972 Southern Baptist Convention is 
scheduled to meet at the Civic Auditorium 
in Philadelphia, Pa., June 6-8. Dr. Hermond 
Westmoreland, pastor of South Main Bap
tist church, Houston, Texas, has been se
lected to preach the convention sermon 
and Rev. Charles Walker, pastor of First 
Baptist church, Marion, Ill., as alternate.

“Baptists Who Know, Care”
Church members will support Baptist 
work in Tennessee and around the 
world if they are informed of the 
needs by reading the BAPTIST AND 
REFLECTOR.
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Ministers' Wives Elect 
Officers, Hear Edens

ST. LOUIS—More than 300 women 
learned at a luncheon here last week that 
they can be better ministers’ wives.

Occasion of the luncheon at Third Bap
tist church was the 16th annual Conference 
of Ministers’ Wives. In attendance were 
eight former Conference presidents.

Mrs. Malcolm Knight of Jacksonville, 
Fla., presided at the luncheon. Initially she 
invited the women to share what they 
thought happiness was.

“Happiness Is Being Married to a Bap
tist Minister” was the topic of principal 
speaker David Edens of Stephens college, 
Columbia, Mo. A former minister of coun
seling at San Antonio Trinity Baptist 
church, Edens heads the college’s Marriage 
and Family Counseling program.

“Women today are expecting and de
manding an identity of their own,” he said. 
“They are increasingly rejecting the notion 
that their lives should be planned out for 
them.”

Edens said the demands for independence 
are not generated by the women’s liberation 
movement alone, but, “by a genuine freeing 
of the spirit.”

Evangelists Re-elect
Massegee President

Charles Massegee of Dallas, Texas, was 
re-elected president of Southern Baptist 
Evangelists during the group’s 16th annual 
meeting in Third Baptist church, St. Louis, 
Mo. on June 2. Some 3500 persons attend
ed.

Other officers elected to serve with Mas
segee were: Richard Hogue of Oklahoma 
City, Okla., vice president; Don Womack of 
Memphis, secretary; Jimmy Hodges of 
Lakeland, Fla., music director; Darcie 
Hodges of Dell City, Okla., assistant music 
director; and Jack Taylor, pastor-advisor.

Program personalities for the conference 
included evangelists Clyde Chiles of St. 
Louis, Sam Cathey of Tulsa, Okla., and 
Bob Harrington of New Orleans.

Officers for 1972 were inducted.
President of the Conference in 1972 is 

Mrs. Charles Watkins of Roanoke, Va. 
Mrs. D. B. Martin of McMurray, Penn., is 
the new vice-president; Mrs. T. Earl Ogg 
of Monroe, La., recording secretary, and 
Mrs. Billie Mobley of Ahoskie, N.C., cor
responding secretary.

Porter Routh Honored 
By Citation in St. Louis

During the opening session of the South
ern Baptist Convention meeting in Kiel 
Auditorium, St. Louis, Mo., on June 1, 
gratitude was expressed through a citation 
to Dr. Porter Routh who, for a quarter of 
a century, has been an officer of the con
vention. He was elected recording secretary 
in 1946 and served in this capacity for the 
first time during the Southern Baptist Con
vention’s annual session in St. Louis in 
1947.

After six years in this capacity, Routh 
was named executive secretary-treasurer of 
the Executive Committee of the SBC, a 
position he has held for the past 19 yeats.

The citation noted Routh’s competence 
as an administrator, his thorough knowledge 
of the Southern Baptist Convention, his 
fairmindedness and objectivity in serving 
all Southern Baptists, and his committed 
life as a layman.

Broaden the reach of your church's activity with group trips for fun, fellowship and spiritual en
richment.
Your program will receive greater participation and more enthusiasm from young and old alike 
with a Thomas activity bus.

For complete information, telephone or write:

Tennessee Bus Sales & Supply, Inc.
Phone: (615) 242-3356

311 Wilhagan Road at Murfreesboro Road Nashville, Tennessee 37217
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Life And Work Series
Sunday School Lesson for Sunday, June 13

A Letter Of Encouragement
By W. R. White

Baylor University, Waco, Texas

Basic Passages: 2 Kings 24:8-18; Jeremiah 29
Focal Passages: Jeremiah 29:1-7,10-14

The very heart of Israel and Judah had 
been carried into Babylon and captivity. 
They were going through an ordeal that 
was a severe form of chastisement. Being 
captives in a foreign land was a terrible 
ordeal for the people who had been lib
erated many years before from Egyptian 
bondage by the mighty hand of God under 
Moses.

One can well imagine their awful nos
talgia. Even though they brought it on 
themselves, it was a pitiable situation. 
Uprooted from their home and sep
arated from many whom they loved was 
hard to bear. They were so sick at heart 
they had lost their song completely. They 
had no inclination to praise and no dispo
sition to see anything good about them.

They were inclined to pine away. 
They were going to avoid the normal proc
esses of life as much as possible. They 
were going to cling to and keep alive their 
memories and love for the homeland, its 
sights, scenes and institutions.

They were not going to even try to be 
“good actors” in a bad play. Unlike Joseph, 
they were not going to be loyal and useful 
in a foreign land where they were captives. 
They were going to be parasites of un
pleasant types.
THE CAPTIVES ARE REMEMBERED 
Jeremiah 29:1-3

Jeremiah whose messages of warning be
fore the captivity were not only unwelcome 
but whose life was repeatedly in jeopardy, 
was not unmindful of the fate of the en
slaved in Babylon. He sent messages of 
hope and practical instruction to them.

Significance and authenticity were given 
the message of Jeremiah because it was sent 
by the hand of descendants of well known 
and honored citizens of the homeland. This 
must have meant much to the forlorn cap
tives abroad.
THE HEART OF THE MESSAGE
Jeremiah 29:4-7

The people were urged to be active pro
ducers even though they were captives. 
This would sustain their families and would 
improve the general economy of the coun
try which would benefit everybody.

They were exhorted to carry on normal 
family life. This would preserve a strong 
constituency of the captives who would one 
day return.

The Hebrew people were to pray for the 
peace of their new country. They were to 

promote its welfare. Therefore, everyone 
would share in the good results.
THE GLORIOUS TOMORROW
Jeremiah 29:10-14

God reassured them of their ultimate 
return after seventy years. The arduous 
years of burdensome slavery would be 
over.

Their prayers would be prevailing again 
in securing far-reaching results. The divine 
favor would be bestowed on them in great 
abundance.

Jehovah would gather them back into 
their own land with great mercy. In fact 
He would gather them out of all nations 
where they had scattered.

He would restore them to a status of 
strength and prosperity among the nations. 
He would then perform many good things 
among them which He had previously prom
ised.
OBSERVATIONS

The Jews did return as we know. God did 
give them some glorious hours. From 
the restored people came a rare and rich 
legacy that has greatly blessed the people 
of the earth. Yet they never reached the 
peak they did under David and Solomon in 
certain aspects of national splendor.

The nation is back with its autonomy 
again. The mastery of other nations has 
lasted much longer. The dispersion has been 
much greater.

Now they are back in their land again 
bringing the cultures of many countries 
with them. In fact they have come from 
around a hundred nations. They have cher
ished a hope of national restoration and re
vival longer than any people in history. 
They are small in numbers, very tiny in 
land area and meager in natural resources. 
But they are virile and versatile in spirit.

They have shown themselves to be 
courageous and creative. Suffering as aliens 
so long has not sapped their strength nor 
dimmed their zeal.

They have resurrected a dead language 
and a desolated land to amazing vitality 
again. They are the wonder of the whole 
world.

They cannot be silenced nor ignored in 
international affairs any more. We need 
to pray for the peace of this tortured peo
ple and we would have peace in the world’s 
most explosive spots.

Look at the Jew and see history’s most 
astounding phenomenon.

Foundation

It Did Happen
By Jonas L. Stewart

Executive Secretary-Treasurer

After the death of one of America’s 
best known preachers the widow reported 
extreme difficulties that a carefully pre
pared will would have eliminated. This 
happened outside of Tennessee but could 
well have been your neighbor or mine.

There was no joint bank acount. The 
deceased husband’s checking account was 
frozen and no money could be withdrawn 
for funeral expenses and immediate per
sonal needs of the family.

All insurance policies and important 
papers were in a lock box at the bank. The 
box was not allowed to be opened until 
the insurance company went through three 
weeks of red tape to gain entrance to the 
box and initiate collection of the proceeds.

The property was divided according to 
local law, one-third to the widow and two- 
thirds to the child. The court had to ap
prove payments for funeral arrangements, 
doctor bills, hospital bills and even house
hold expense. The widow had to post bond 
as administratrix of the estate.

The widow had to be made guardian of 
her own child by court decree and is re
quired to give notarized accounts to the 
court of expenses from the child’s part of 
the estate until he becomes of age.

Nearly all of the money in their bank 
account was spent on legal matters, at
torney’s fees and extra expense due to red 
tape and delay.

The Tennessee Baptist Foundation will 
help Christian stewards find a way to get 
a Christian will properly prepared. It 
should be done by an attorney. Contact 
us by writing Tennessee Baptist Founda
tion, Dr. Jonas L. Stewart, Executive 
Secretary-Treasurer, P.O. Box 647, Brent
wood, Tennessee 37027, phone 833-4220.

United Presbyterians Censure Agency 
For Donation To Angela Davis Fund

ROCHESTER, N.Y.—The Council on 
Church and Race of the United Presby
terian church was mildly censured by the 
denomination’s General Assembly when it 
was disclosed here that $10,000 of the 
committee’s $100,000 Emergency Fund for 
Legal Aid went to help the defense of 
black militant Angela Davis.

The General Assembly defeated two at
tempts to issue a strong rebuke to the 
committee, but declared that it “entertains 
serious questions on the propriety of the 
grant to Miss Davis’ defense.

Miss Davis, a professed Communist, 
faces charges growing out of the murder 
of a federal judge in California. (RNS)
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From the
Executive Secretary

By W. Fred Kendall

Kendall

This week the college students who have 
been selected to serve in summer mission 
work will be receiving their orientation here 

at Brentwood. This col
umn is too brief to list 
all of the places and 
activities in which they 
will be engaged. Articles 
have already presented 
some of these groups in 
news stories. 1 want to 
pay tribute to this fine 
group of fully committed 
and dedicated young 
people who give so much 
each summer to Christ’s 
programs of work and 

who serve so many people in the fields 
where they work.

These young people will probably not 
make the headlines nor will they be seen 
on the television news. But they are a con
structive force working at a real sacrifice. 
They are making a real contribution to 
many people. They get a reward out of the 
sense of giving of themselves in real serv
ice. They feel that they are amply repaid 
for all they do.

One of the delusions of this current 
period is that all youth are radicals and 
that they have rejected all of the great val
ues which make life worth living. Many 
have presented the young people as a 
rather strange group who are removed from 
the people above thirty. They have a dif
ferent language we are told. We are also 
told that they are not interested in the 
things of the churches and of the older 
generation. But this is a biased view and 
presents only a fractional part of the youth 
of today.

Tennessee Baptists are fortunate to have 
such a fine group of young people in our 
churches. Many churches are reaching large 
numbers of them and they are vitally con
cerned and are deeply involved in the life 
and work of the churches. Students always 
come up with some of the finest volunteers 
for the work of the summer. They are from 
this group who are concerned all year. 
They have taken Christ seriously and they 
have grown in their knowledge of Him. 
They believe that He is the answer to the 
needs of this generation.

During the past several years there have 
been summer work camps and these have 
left behind some fine memorials as a wit
ness to the vision and concern of the stu
dents of those years. This summer there 
will not be a work camp in which a building 
will be erected but there will be many 
other vital programs of work which will 
leave behind just as treasured memories and 
witnesses to this work.

On Matters of 

i l\f

By Dr. B. David Edens, 
Director, Marriage and 
Family Program 
Stephens College 
Columbia, Missouri 65201

Value Structure Must Be Built 
On Firm Foundation

A family’s whole value structure is re
vealed in its parent-child relationships, re
minds family life specialist Dr. Shirley 
Weeks.

Spoken standards and stated goals are 
irrelevant; what goes on in the household 
reflects what the parents hold to be truly 
important.

“Since the child-rearing period is so 
short—only about 15 years—parents should 
consider this period their involvement in 
the next generation” and act accordingly.

In the long run, honest mistakes in child- 
rearing don’t harm youngsters, points out 
Dr. Weeks, but a long-time discrepancy 
between spoken values and the values 
actually expressed in actions and attitudes 
creates confused, disillusioned and rebellious 
teenagers.

Belmont Plans Workshops 
On Music Education

Church Music and Music Education 
summer workshops will be held at Bel
mont college June 21-25.

The workshop will include three divi
sions with nationally-known music leaders in 
charge of each group. The choral division 
will be directed by Dr. Jack Boyd, director 
of choral activities and associate professor of 
music at Abilene Christian college, Abi
lene, Texas. This division is planned for 
choral teachers and youth and adult choir 
directors.

Miss Ernestine Ferrell, State music con
sultant with the Mississippi Department of 
Education, Jackson, Miss., will direct the 
Elementary Music division planned for 
classroom teachers, children’s choir direc
tors, children workers. Mrs. Delores Lam
bert, Chattanooga, will work with kinder
garten groups.

The Instrumental division will be led 
by Dr. Doug Smith, band director and 
assistant professor of music at Dallas Bap
tist college, Dallas. Emphasis will be on 
arrangements for various sizes and com
binations of instrumental ensembles.

Dr. Jerry Warren, Chairman of the Fine 
Arts Department of Belmont college, will 
be director of the workshop, which is spon
sored jointly by Belmont, the Nashville 
association, and the choir music department 
of the Tennessee convention.

Historically:
From the files

50 YEARS AGO
J. B. Gambrell, 79, a former presi

dent of the Southern Baptist Conven
tion, died following an illness of sev
eral months. He served for 13 years 
as editor of The Baptist Record, the 
journal of the Mississippi Baptist Con
vention. At the time of his death he 
was on the faculty of Southwestern 
Baptist Theological seminary, Semi
nary Hill, Texas.

20 YEARS AGO
The name “Cumberland” was 

dropped from “Cumberland Belmont 
college,” Nashville, in deference io 
Cumberland university, Lebanon.

H. B. Cross, 69, retired as an active 
pastor. At the time of his retirement, 
he had served as pastor of Judson 
Memorial church, Nashville, for 20 
years.

10 YEARS AGO
Schools operated under the aus

pices of the Tennessee Baptist Con
vention reported a total of 455 grad
uates.

Julius C. Thompson became pastor 
of Dalewood church, Nashville. He 
served formerly as pastor of Holl}- 
wood church, Memphis.

Grant L. Jones, pastor, First 
church, Lewisburg, resigned to be
come pastor of Springfield church. 
Springfield.

Positions On SBC Boards, 
Agencies Go To Tennesseans

Tennesseans named to fill positions on 
Boards of Agencies and institutions of the 
Southern Baptist Convention include: R. 
Raymond Lloyd, Jr., Executive Committee; 
Joe L. Orr, Foreign Mission Board; Lewis 
E. Rhodes, Home Mission Board; Robert 
E. Lee, Annuity Board; James W. Hatley, 
Harold Sorrells, William C. Rudolph, Marv
in F Sharpton and Thomas Baldridge, Sun
day School Board; Martin Bradley, Robert 
B. Troutman and Jack W. Robinson, His
torical Commission; Glenn Rainey, Brother
hood Commission; Robert M. Gilliam, Tom 
Bryan and G. Frank Cole, Jr., Southwestern 
Seminary; George C. Capps, Education 
Commission; Arthur L. Piepmeier, Amer
ican Baptist Seminary; Max Hardin, Radio 
and Television Commission were named to 
Committee on Boards—David Q. Byrd and 
William F. Malone, Committee on Boards 
and James A. Lester, to the Committee on 
Baptist State Papers.
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SBC

Digest Of Resolutions Approved
Prison Reform: Introduced by Raymond Lloyd, 

Ridgedale church, Chattanooga. Called upon South
ern Baptists to follow the example of Jesus and 
care for those in prison by working to provide 
funding, education, ministries and such innovations 
as work-release programs, conjugal visitation, and 
expanded parole alternatives necessary to make 
prisons more honestly correctional. Urged Bap
tists in state conventions to work with community 
leaders, elected officials for more humane and 
Christian treatment of offenders, and called upon 
prison officials to increase education and vocational 
training.

Abortion: Introduced by Larry Maddox, Mis
souri. In essence placed the convention in support 
of abortion under conditions such as rape, incest, 
clear evidence of severe fetal deformity, and care
fully ascertained evidence of the likelihood of 
serious damage to the emotional, mental, and 
physical health of the mother.

Judicial Reform: Introduced by Phil Stricklin, 
Dallas, Texas. Commended efforts by the Chief 
Justice of the United States to develop more ef
ficient courtroom ' administration and procedures, 
thus curtailing crimes committed by persons out 
on bail and awaiting trial for other offenses. The 
resolution also urged an objective reevaluation of 
present court structures and procedures by the 
American Bar Association and the state bar as
sociations with a view to prompt any significant 
reform.

Public Education: Introduced by John McClana
han, Pine Bluff, Ark. In essence reaffirmation of 
commitment to the system of public education, 
support efforts to improve it, and to seek God’s 
guidance in reflecting attitudes, actions, patience, 
and compassion which make a positive witness of 
Christian love to all people.

Public Funds and Religious Education: Reaf
firmed the right of parents to send their children 
to non-public schools at their own expense. Pe
titioned the federal and state governments to honor 
the principal of religious liberty and the constitu
tional position of separation of church and state 
inherent in the First Amendment to the United 
State Constitution. It also requested the Baptist 
Joint Committee on Public Affairs to make known 
Southern Baptists’ view on public funds for edu
cation in church-controlled schools to governments 
on all levels whenever it is appropriate to do so. 
Also expressed extreme displeasure in President 
Nixon’s personal representative at the Vatican and 
that he be recalled.

On World Peace: Introduced by Clyde Lee Her
ring, Texas. Urged Christians to remember that in 
reference to war our primary responsibility is to 
work for a just peace. Commended President Nix
on for his part in reducing the number of troops 
in Vietnam, and urged him to continue our 
American withdrawal in keeping with our despe
rate concern for the prisoners of war, and assured 
him of our prayers in the search for world peace.

On Voluntary Prayer: Introduced by Scott 
Tatum, Louisiana. Reaffirmed belief in voluntary 
prayer on the part of all people and urged the 
churches to teach their members the true nature 
of prayer and the role of the Holy Spirit in help
ing people to pray. Encouraged Southern Bap
tists to participate in prayer experiences that are 
voluntary and uncoerced by governmental or 
ecclesiastical authorities.

On School Integration: Introduced by John Mc
Clanahan, Arkansas. Reaffirmed the convention’s 
commitment to our system of public school edu
cation as a means of raising the knowledge level 
of all children in this nation. Called upon South
ern Baptists to support efforts to improve the 
quality of public education, thus enhancing the 
possibility of responsible freedom for each young 
person in America. Called for a seeking of God’s 
guidance in the midst of social change that atti
tudes and actions might speed the progress of 
justice and that patience and compassion may 

make A positive witness of Christian love to 
all people in our day.

On Prejudice: Introduced by Elmo Scoggin, 
North Carolina. Urged Southern Baptists to ex
plore appropriate ways in which the recognition of 
honest differences between Christians and non
Christians may be admitted so the claims of Christ 
can be promulgated without violating the dignity 
and respect of others. Also pointed out particu
larly one area of concern known z as namely anti- 
Semitism, which some think erroneously is inherent 
in Christianity, and “which we disavow.”

On Beverage Alcohol: Introduced by James 
Walker, Clarksdale, Miss. Opposed any use of al
cohol as a beverage drink and urged the Congress 
of the United States to pass laws prohibiting the 
advertising of any kind of alcoholic beverage 
drink on television or radio and its distribution on 
airplanes and other public conveyances. The 
secretary was instructed to send a copy of the 
resolution to each of the members of Congress.

On The American Bible Society: Called upon 
Southern, Baptists to make worthy contributions 
to the American Bible Society for scripture dis
tribution and upon State Baptist conventions, as
sociations, and churches to emphasize the need 
for a wider reading and sharing of the scriptures.

On Gratitude and Commendation: Expressed 
gratitude to God for His presence, to messengers 
who met in a spirit of reverence and responsive
ness and participated in the business of the con
vention in ‘the spirit of Christ, to local committees, 
and commended the Committee on Order of Busi
ness for efficient, effective and wise scheduling of 
the sessions. Also expressed gratitude to the press 
for their perceptive coverage and their spirit of 
cooperation, to the auditorium staff, policemen 
and other employed personnel of Kiel Auditorium 
and the city of St. Louis for friendly and willing 
helpfulness.

Louisiana Pastor Will Serve 
Alaska Baptist Convention

BATON ROUGE, La.—A Baton Rouge 
pastor has been named executive secretary- 
treasurer of the Alaska State Baptist Con
vention.

The Rev. Troy Prince, pastor of the 
Southside Baptist church here for nine years, 
has resigned, effective July 15, to take the 
Alaska post.

Mr. Prince will also serve as editor of 
the “Alaska Baptist,” official journal of the 
state convention, and as director of stew
ardship, promotion and evangelism. (RNS)

CONVENTION MUSIC—Tennessee Ministers of Music sing during the opening ses
sion of the Southern Baptist Convention, St. Louis, Mo.

Enjoying fellowship at the Convention in 
St. Louis were L/R Hayward Highfill, pas
tor of First church, Clinton; W. A. Boston, 
pastor of Raleigh Baptist church, Shelby 
County Association; and Dr. Robert E. 
Craig, president of Union university, Jack- 
son.

Reinhold Niebuhr Is Dead;
Famed Protestant Theologian

STOCKBRIDGE, Mass.—Reinhold Nie
buhr, widely regarded as the most influential 
American theologian of the twentieth cen
tury died here June 1 after a long illness. 
He would have been 79 years old on June 
21.

Niebuhr was one of the last of the the
ological giants who emerged following 
World War I and dominated Protestant 
theology through the 1950’s.

Along with Paul Tillich, Karl Barth, Emil 
Brunner, and some lesser names, such as 
John and Donald Baillie, he was a leader of 
the movement that found nineteenth cen
tury liberalism inadequate and returned to 
more classical patterns of Christian thought, 
while continuing to accept the biblical and 
historical scholarship of liberalism.

Though the participants in the movement 
were sometimes lumped together as neo
Orthodoxy, the term did not properly apply 
to Niebuhr in the sense that it did to 
Barthians. “When I find neo-Orthodoxy 
turning into sterile orthodoxy or a new 
Scholasticism,” Niebuhr wrote in 1960, “I 
find that I am liberal at heart, and that 
many of my broadsides at liberalism were 
indiscriminate.” (RNS)
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