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Number Of Missionaries In India Cut Sharply Devotional

NEW DELHI—The number of foreign 
Christian missionaries working in India to
day is less than half of what it was in 1954.

A statement of the Indian central govern
ment issued here revealed that foreign mis
sionaries numbered 2469 on Jan. I, 1970.

In 1954, there were 5783.
The totals do not include missionaries 

from countries of the British Common
wealth who numbered 2434 at the start of 
1970. Figures for Commonwealth mission
aries are not available for 1954, but it is 
estimated that there were more than 5000 
at that time.

Starting from the early ’50s, the Indian 
government has consistently pursued a pol
icy of discouragement of any large-scale 
influx of foreign missionaries. Several in
dividual missionaries have been deported on 
specific charges.

Church authorities here are not so critical 
of this policy today as they were in the past 
since local personnel are now more plenti
fully available than was the case 20 years 
ago.

By 1962, non-Commonwealth foreign mis
sionaries had already dwindled to 4516. The 
rate of decrease was noticeably less sharp 
during the next four years and they still 
numbered 4214 in 1966. In the subsequent 
three years, the number was' heavily slashed, 
the 1969 total being only about 2750.

Of the 1970 total, citizens of the United 
States accounted for 1034. Other totals: 
Canadians, 406; Irish, 353; Australians, 228;
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Italians, 508; Spaniards, 335; French, 323; 
Germans, 321, and Belgians 271.

Observers forecast that in another 10 
years, foreign missionaries may be com
pletely eliminated from India, removing a 
constant irritant in church-state relations in 
this country. An Indian Church manned en
tirely by Indians will also boost the prestige 
of Christianity in the eyes of the Hindus 
of this country, according to these observers. 
(RNS)

Chilhowee Schedules
Deaf Students Program

Harrison-Chilhowee Baptist academy will 
begin a new program for deaf students this 
fall, according to Hubert B. Smothers, presi
dent.

“We will work with this special group for 
our first year,” Smothers stated, “and expand 
our program according to needs in the fol
lowing year. This will give us ample time to 
properly evaluate and make preparations for 
expanded ministry.”

pulpit Jeto
By Jim Griffith

The most effective sermons do not 
always come from the pulpit. Drug 
addiction has been called our number 
one problem and recently in Rocking
ham County, N.C., this “sermon” was 
found on a suicide victim, a young 
woman of 23:

“THE PSALM OF THE ADDICT”
“King Heroin is my shepherd, I 

shall always want: He maketh me to 
lie down in gutters. He leadeth me be
side troubled waters. He destroyeth 
my soul. He leadeth me in the paths 
of wickedness for the effort’s sake.

“Yea, I shall walk through the 
valley of poverty and will fear all 
evil for thou, Heroin, are with me. 
Thy needle and capsule try to com
fort me. Thou strippest the table of 
groceries in the presence of my fam
ily.

“Thou robbest my head of reason. 
My cup of sorrow runneth over. Sure
ly heroin addiction shall stalk me all 
the days of my life and I will dwell 
in the House of the Damned for
ever.”
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FRUITLESS CHRISTIANS
Matthew 21:19

Buell

By John J. Buell, Pastor
McCalla Avenue Baptist Church, Knoxville

I want us to look at this fig tree from 
the standpoint of what effect fruitless 
Christians have upon the Church and the 

world. We usually ex
amine this statement of 
our Lord from the view
point of why there was 
no fruit.

Fruitlessness produces 
discouragement within 
the Church. This dis
couragement often has 
the effect referred to by 
Jesus when he said, “But 
whoso shall offend one 
of these little ones which 
believe in me, it were 

better for him that a millstone were hanged 
about his neck, and that he were drowned 
in the depth of the sea” (Matt. 18:6). Un
fruitful “Christians” are always running the 
risk of offending the “little ones.”

They discourage those on the outside of 
the Kingdom. The Psalmist said, “Blessed 
is the man that walketh not in the council 
of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of 
sinners . . .” (Psalm 1:1b). Fruitless “Chris
tians” stand in the way of sinners. They 
block the entrance to the Kingdom of God.

They leave a false impression. Like the 
tree upon which Jesus placed the curse, they 
look good. The tree was full of leaves, but 
no fruit. Many Church members look good. 
There is more to being a Christian than 
looks. Jesus said, “Ye shall know them by 
their fruits” (Matt. 7:16). It takes more 
than leaves to make a fruit tree.

When lost people look upon us as Chris
tians and see only leaves they will be 
tempted to turn away from us. They will 
see that we are not really what we claim.

In which group do we belong, the fruit
less or the fruitful?

88% Of Protestant Clergy Polled
Tell Study Group They Are Underpaid

WASHINGTON, D.C.—Eighty-eight per 
cent of Protestant clergymen with 15 years’ 
tenure or more who participated in a na
tional study said they are receiving lower 
salaries than they should be receiving.

This was reported at the annual meeting 
of the Society for the Advancement of Con
tinuing Education for Ministers (SACEM) 
by Garry W. Hesser, University of Notre 
Dame, and Edgar W. Mills, director of the 
National Council of Churches’ Ministry 
Studies Board, who conducted the study. 
(RNS)
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House Sends Tough Smut Bill To Senate
WASHINGTON—The U. S. House of 

Representatives passed a tough anti-pornog- 
raphy bill and sent it to the Senate where 
a similar measure died in the previous ses
sion.

The vote in the House was 356 to 25.
The new bill has three stated purposes: 

(1) It creates a new category of nonmailable 
obscene matter with respect to minors. (2) 
It defines, for the first time in law, the term 
“obscene.” (3) It provides mail patrons with 
a means to reject unsolicited potentially 
offensive sexual materials.

The minors provision prohibits the use of 
the mails “to make a sale, delivery or 
distribution to a minor, or an offer for a 
sale, delivery or distribution to a minor of 
matter which depicts nudity, sexual conduct, 
or sadomasochistic abuse ... or contains 
explicit and detailed verbal descriptions or 
narrative accounts of sexual excitement, sex
ual conduct or sadomasochistic abuse. . . .”

The 15-page bill contains explicit defini
tions of the terms used. Some of the lan
guage of the bill, according to one member 
of the House, would in itself “be potentially 
offensive to some people.”

"Dilemma" Created
Rep. Abner J. Mikva (D., Ill.) told his 

fellow Congressmen that the House had 
“created a dilemma . . . where in the very 
bill we pass we cannot notify our constitu
ents about it because sending that bill 
through the mails will violate the very act 
that we have enacted.” Rep. Mikva was one 
of the 25 members voting against the legisla
tion.

The definition of the general term “ob
scenity” in the bill is identical to that pro
posed by the minority of the President’s 
Commission on Obscenity and Pornography.

The legislation reads: “(1) ‘Obscene’ in
cludes matter which has its predominant 
appeal to the prurient interest when con
sidered as a whole by comtemporary com
munity standards; and (2) ‘prurient interest’ 
includes a shameful or morbid interest in 
nudity, sex, or excretion which goes sub
stantially beyond customary limits of candor 
in description or representation.”

Under the privacy provisions of the bill, 
a mailer of potentially offensive sexual 
material is required to place a symbol on 
the envelope when he sends such material 
unsolicited to an addressee. Recipients of 
such material may either destroy it or send 
it back to the Post Office marked “refused.”

Burden On Mailer, Aim
The legislation also provides that mail 

patrons who do not wish to receive unsolic
ited mail bearing the symbol may notify the 
Postmaster General who under the provi
sions of the bill, will be required to devise 
procedures to prevent delivery of such 
material.

The postal service objects to this section of 
the bill, arguing that carrying out such a 

procedure presents a considerable adminis
trative burden on the service and introduces 
a delay at the point of delivery. The Nixon 
administration supports a different bill 
which would put the burden on the mailer 
instead of the postal service.

Laws which became effective last Febru
ary permit individuals to place their names 
on lists indicating they do not wish to 
receive obscene mail. Persons or firms mail
ing obscene matter bear the responsibility 
for keeping these names off their mailing 
lists.

The new proposal would take the process 
one step further, calling for marked en
velopes and requiring postal officials to stop 
delivery to persons who ask not to receive 
unsolicited “obscene” materials.

The legislation is also opposed by the 
American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) 
and the Association of American Publishers. 
Both groups claim that the bill violates the 
First Amendment right to free speech. The 
ACLU also argues that the bill would likely 
create “a severe chilling effect upon the use 
of the mails to distribute constitutionally 
protected communication.”

If the legislation becomes law, violators 
who send unsolicited materials that meet 
the definition of “obscene” described in the 
bill without the accompanying symbol on 
the envelope will be subject to up to $50,000 
in fines. (BP)

Annuity

Group Insurance Program 
Enrolment Period Open

DALLAS—Southern Baptist churches are 
enroling their employes in the Annuity 
Board’s Group Insurance Program during 
July and August.

According to Ransome W. Swords, An
nuity Board vice president in Insurance Serv
ices, the current enrolment period closes 
Aug. 31. Employes enrolled will have life 
insurance, dependent life insurance and long
term disability income protection after Oct. 
1.

Swords said churches are enroling their 
employes in one of two schedules of benefits. 
The amount of coverage is determined by 
the employe’s salary and may range from 
$5000 to $60,000.

During this enrolment period, there is one 
procedural change for churches applying 
for Group Insurance coverage for their 
employes. Each employe must complete, 
and file with his application, an Evidence 
of Insurability form.

If 5000 or more applications are received, 
Evidence of Insurability will not be required 
and all applicants will be insured, regardless 
of health.

The current enrolment period is the first 
one for this year and only the second since 
the Program was initiated in October, 1969.

First Church, Lebanon, 
Marks 150th Anniversary

First church, Lebanon, Tom Henry, pas
tor, marked the close of a two-month 
observance of its 150th anniversary on 
Sunday, July 11, with homecoming activities 
and a message by W. Fred Kendall, execu
tive secretary-treasurer, Tennessee Baptist 
Convention. May 16 was the kick-off date 
for the observance with the host choir and 
the choir of Crievewood church, Nashville, 
presenting “Elijah.”

James L. Sullivan, executive secretary
treasurer, Baptist Sunday School Board of 
the Southern Baptist Convention, spoke 
during the evening service on June 6.

Men ordained as ministers of the gospel 
by the church over the years conducted 
mid-week prayer services and were: Will 
Seat, pastor, First Baptist church, Washing
ton, Ind.; Hall Grime of Lebanon; W. L. 
Baker, pastor, First Church, Donelson; and 
Hoyte Huddleston, pastor, Bradleys Creek 
church, Murfreesboro.

Methodist World Service Giving
Down 10% Over Six-Month Period

EVANSTON, Hi.—Giving to the basic 
benevolence fund of the United Methodist 
Church during the first half of fiscal 1971 
lagged 10 per cent behind the same 1970 
period.

However, contributions for five other 
funds were up, according to figures re
leased here by R. Bryan Brawner, the de
nomination’s general treasurer.

The basic benevolence is World Service. 
At the end of June, $8,007,306 had been 
received toward a goal of $25,000,000. 
(RNS)

State Dept. Plans No Broadcasts 
In Yiddish To Jews In The USSR

NEW YORK—The U.S. State Depart
ment has informed the American Jewish 
Congress that it recognizes Soviet Jews as 
a “national group” within the USSR, but it 
will not institute Voice of America broad
casts to them in Yiddish “at this time.”

The statement was in response to a re
quest by the Congress that the Voice of 
America inaugurate Yiddish and Hebrew 
broadcasts to Soviet Jews because it would 
have “symbolic as well as practical values.” 
(RNS)

“In the short time it has been in force, the 
Group Insurance Program has proved to 
be extremely beneficial to the families of a 
number of employes of churches,” Swords 
said. Almost $2 million has been paid on 
the lives of 151 participants since the Pro
gram began.

In addition, 42 persons are receiving a to
tal of $15,364 in monthly benefits because 
of disability, Swords said.

Details of the Group Insurance Program 
and the necessary forms for application 
may be obtained by writing, Insurance Serv
ices, Annuity Board, SBC, 511 North Akard 
Building, Dallas, Texas 75201.
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Plain Talk To Tennessee Baptists
First, a hearty “Thank You” to Tennessee Baptists 

is in order. The increasingly generous response upon the 
part of Tennessee Baptist churches in gifts through their 
Cooperative Program is gratifying. Contributions are 
about $250,000 above the same period for last year—a 
year when the financial picture for the convention and its 
interests was not good. The gains do not mean that we 
have achieved any goals. They are indicative, however, of 
the subtle change in attitude and the cautious optimism 
being expressed by many Baptists throughout the state.

Churches now are planning their budgets for 1972. 
These budgets should include a generous increase in Co
operative Program allocations. There was a time when 
we “preached” the goal of 50-50, church and Cooperative 
Program. Then many said this would never happen, and 
we didn’t hear much about the 50-50 idea for several 
years. However, our support of the Cooperative Program 
is just as deep and wide as is our concept of what consti
tutes a Missionary Baptist church. (Which is why we 
don’t ever want that identification, in its historic sense, 
lost completely in our terminology.)

Then there was a time when we promoted the Two Plus 
idea; that being the concept of increasing Cooperative Pro
gram allocations by two per cent each year through the 
local church until a maximum amount—perhaps even 
50 per cent, had been attained. “Two Plus” was a sleeper. 
Those involved in stewardship promotion at the time it was 
introduced didn’t really think the idea would accomplish 
what it did. However, the promotion was effective, and 
many churches increased by two per cent each year in 
Cooperative Program allocations, until substantial gains 
had been recorded.

Read In It Lately ? Jack Hamm

THE BIBLE—-"A BOOK 
WORTH ALL OTHER BO0K4"

« •

The Forward Program of Church Finance—now The 
Forward Program of Christian Stewardship—was a bless
ing to Southern Baptists in the churches and at the state 
and southwide level. Now in use nearly 15 years, The 
Forward Program still is, in our judgment, the most 
effective plan for increasing the stewardship comprehen
sion and giving in the local church.

What is needed now, in our opinion, is a new burst of 
enthusiasm which has as its core the ever-challenging im
perative of the Great Commission. If Tennessee Baptists 
really grasped the Divine Imperative of the Gospel, we 
could, with no real problem, increase our giving through 
the Cooperative Program to provide adequately for the 
tremendous needs facing us in Tennessee and around the 
world.

Under the effective leadership of Executive Secretary 
W. Fred Kendall, Tennessee Baptists are moving forward 
this year with a new spirit of accomplishment. We believe, 
hope, and pray that churches will plan now to increase 
their support of their ministries through this channel of 
service we call our Cooperative Program. As the budgets 
are planned, increases could and should be made. We are 
able to do anything we want to do. We just have to 
“want to” hard enough.

Threat To Missionary Work
A news item out of New Delhi, appearing elsewhere in 

this issue of Baptist And Reflector should serve as a 
somber warning to Southern Baptists. The story notes that 
the number of foreign Christian missionaries in India is 
now less than half of the number in 1954. We have heard 
recurrent rumors from several sources that the Indian 
government planned to “rid itself” of foreign Christian 
missionaries. The story tends to substantiate this fact. It 
also notes that observers in India are forecasting that all 
foreign Christian missionaries would be eliminated from 
that country within the next decade.

We are reminded that in 1945, the late General Douglas 
MacArthur called for one thousand Christian missionaries 
for Japan. We responded with a few, really a handful com
pared with the need.

Emerging nationalism around the world may, in the 
long run, damage severely the cause of Foreign Missions. 
We still have time to enter many fields, and train nationals 
for leadership positions. But, one by one, the doors are 
closing. There is an imperative about our Foreign Mission 
endeavors in 1971 which probably has not been as real in 
recent memory.

The cause of foreign missions must be not only in our 
hearts and prayers, it must be a cause which we support 
generously through our Cooperative Program that while 
it is yet day, we may labour effectively. If we do our best 
now, if and when doors are closed, nationals trained by 
Southern Baptists can bridge the gap and provide leader
ship for the continuing advance of the cause of Christ.

Baptist And Reflector



84 Per Cent Of SBC Messengers
Church Workers,

NASHVILLE—A poll of 7310 mes
sengers attending the Southern Baptist Con
vention in St. Louis in June showed that 
84.4 per cent were members of a church 
staff, the wife of a church staff member, a 
denominational worker or missionary.

A total of 15.1 per cent of the 7310 mes
sengers indicated they were laymen in 
“secular” employment, or “homemakers.”

The percentages add to more than 100 
per cent because of multiple answers, espe
cially in the “homemaker” category, accord
ing to Martin B. Bradley, secretary of the 
research and statistics department for the 
Southern Baptist Sunday School Board.

Of the 7310 messengers, 52.4 per cent 
said they were staff members of a Southern 
Baptist church. Wives of church staff mem
bers accounted for 20.9 per cent.

In other related categories, 1.7 per cent 
indicated they were home or foreign mission
aries, 3.8 per cent said they were workers 
for Baptist associations, 3.0 per cent were 
state convention staff members, 2.2 per cent 
indicated they were denominational workers, 
and .4 per cent said they were evangelists.

Laymen responding indicated that 8.8 per 
cent of the messengers were in “secular” 
employment, and that 6.3 per cent were 
“homemakers.”

In response to other questions in the poll, 
nearly half (49.7 per cent) said they at
tended the 1969 SBC in New Orleans, and 
46.3 per cent said they attended the 1970 
convention in Denver.

A surprising 77 per cent said they planned 
to stay for the last convention session on 
Thursday morning in St. Louis. It was the 
largest percentage responding “yes” to any 
one question in the entire poll.

Two thirds of the 7310 messengers par
ticipating in the poll were men; one-third, 
were women.

A Woman's View

SEARCHING
By Virginia Zubl

Recently I saw an off-Broadway play which was about life as it is experi
enced by young twenty-ish year olds. As I watched, impressions came to 
me. . . . I too had experienced what these young people were experienc
ing—the alienation from parents and the fervent need to establish myself 
independently from them; the vacillating actions and anxiety experienced 
from not wanting to hurt them; the withdrawal itself, physically, from 
home and family, and the search all the while to find myself; the loneliness 
and the hurt that resulted when, from loneliness, I reached out, and stum
bling, found that others weren't ready to accept me because I was not 
ready myself—I did not know who I was, or what I was.

Those years were the searching years, the lonely years, the fervent, petu
lant, impulsive, anxiety-filled years. We have young people all around us 
who are searching, who are reaching out, often to strangers, in an effort to 
find themselves. A chance encounter may be the opportunity for a mean
ingful impact on that young person's life and yours.

Survey Shows
In age span, 32.1 per cent were between 

the ages of 35-44; 25.3 per cent were ages 
45-54; 18.8 per cent were over 55; 16.2 
per cent were ages 35-39 and 10.9 per cent 
were under 30.

Oklahoma Board Names
Three New Staff Members

OKLAHOMA CITY—In a called meet
ing here, the Board of Directors for the 
Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma 
elected three Oklahomans to staff positions 
for the state convention.

The board named a new secretary for the 
department of religious education, a new 
associate secretary for that department, and 
a new director of student work.

Bill C. Haggard, 42, associate secretary 
of the department of religious education, 
was promoted to head the department, suc
ceeding Lyle Garlow who earlier had been 
elected assistant executive secretary by the 
board.

Glenn A. Brown, 38, minister of educa
tion at First Baptist church, Ada, Okla., was 
named associate secretary of the religious 
education department, succeeding Haggard.

Robert E. Lee, 33, was elected director of 
student work, succeeding Clyde Clayton who 
was recently named business manager. Lee 
has been director of Baptist student work 
at Oklahoma State university, Stillwater, for 
the past three years.

All three have served Oklahoma Baptist 
churches. Haggard and Brown attended Ok
lahoma Baptist university, Shawnee, and 
Haggard and Lee are both graduates of 
Southwestern Baptist Theological seminary, 
Fort Worth. A native of Louisiana, Lee is a 
graduate of Louisiana college, Pineville. 
Brown is also a graduate of University of 
Oklahoma and Tulsa university. (BP)

Church Music

Youth Music Weeks 
Under Way In Smokies

By Frank Charton 
Music Secretary

“The hills are alive with the sounds of 
music”. . . . The “hills” are, of course, the 
Smokies above Newport where Tennessee’s 

Dr. John Sims

choice teenage musicians 
gather each year for 
Youth Music Weeks to 
sing and play under some 
of the South’s greatest 
teachers and directors. 
The first week is in prog
ress having begun July 
26, with the second week 
beginning Monday, Aug. 
2.

Guest Conductor Guest conductors are
July 26-31

Dr. Doug Smith 
Instrumental 

Director 
July 26-31; 

Aug. 2-7

Dr. Paul Green 
Guest Conductor 

Aug. 2-7

Dr. John Sims, former 
Southern seminary voice 
professor and presently 
chaplain of Baptist Med
ical Center (Birming
ham), and Dr. R. Paul 
Green, Chairman of the 
Fine Arts at Houston 
Baptist college. Dr. Dong 
Smith, Carson-Newman 
graduate who directs the 
instrumental music for 
Dallas Baptist college, 
will direct the “Band un
der a tent” for both 
Youth Music Weeks.

Camp pastors, accord
ing to State Music Sec
retary Frank Charton, 
are Rev. Jim Henry, 
pastor of Two Rivers 
Baptist church (Nash
ville), and Rev. James 
Kautz from the faculty 
of Louisiana college, 
Pineville, La.

Two events of special 
interest (and free) to east 
Tennessee churches are 
the concerts scheduled 

for Friday evening, July 30, at First Bap
tist in Greeneville, and Friday, Aug. 6, at 
Manley Baptist in Morristown. Both con
certs, which begin at 7:30, will include a 20 
minute band concert and two numbers by 
a choir of select voices, in addition to the 
varied program by more than two hundred 
of Tennessee’s finest. Included in the pro
grams will be patriotic, traditional, con
temporary, and the “Sounds of the New 
Generation”.
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Survey Discloses PR Evaluation 
Of Texas Churches, Evangelists

DALLAS—The credibility of individual 
Baptist evangelists could stand some im
provement, according to a survey conducted 
among editors and reporters on key news
papers in Texas.

Opinions of the public relations practices 
of Baptist churches and Baptist evangelists 
rated no better than fair in the survey, even 
though Baptists were ranked first in com
parison to similar representatives of other 
denominations.

A number of criticisms in response to the 
survey pointed to the need for improvement. 
“Your PR (public relations) is stronger, but 
this is not to say necessarily that it's that 
much better,” one newsman wrote.

Representatives of 16 key Texas news
papers, including editors, managing editors 
and religion writers, responded anonvmously 
to the questionnaire circulated by the pub
lic relations department of the Baptist Gen
eral Convention of Texas.

Purpose of the survey was to surface com
munication problems faced bv individual 
evangelists and churches which the conven
tion and the Texas Baptist Public Relations 
Association hope to help solve.

Part of the credibility gap, in the opinion 
of several newsmen, involved what one 
called “the numbers game.”

“When it comes to plaving the numbers 
game,” he said, “I’m not about to accept 
their claims ... so many this, so manv 
that . . . the real test is how manv stav won. 
after the evangelists have gone. Tf thev 
stay, then yes. this is valid. If not, some
thing isn’t right somewhere.”

In response to a question, 61.4 per cent 
said PR programs of Baptist churches were 
fair in their experience. 23.6 per cent <*ood- 
and 7.6 per cent each, fair to good and noor

“The PR program of the Baptist General 
Convention of Texas or the Southern Rantist 
Convention is great, but the inHiv:duai 
church’s program varies from church to 
church,” one writer responded. “Some arc 
PR conscious. Others have no programs at 
ah in this area.”

Another said, “Most individual churches 
have no apparent PR programs, unless thev 
want to push some revival meeting they’re 
planning. Then they can be a little too in
sistent in wanting coverage. Unfortunatelv- 
they do not wish to reciprocate if an issue 
comes up and they are called on for an 
interview, particularly if the issue is close 
to home.”

Nearly 42 per cent rated the public re
lations of individual evangelists as fair, 33.3 
per cent, good; 8.3 per cent, fair to good; 
and 16.7 per cent, poor.

Comments ranged from “they come on 
too strong” to “unimaginative—sole purpose 
is to get a notice of meeting in the news
paper.”

Over 66 per cent had only a “fair” per
sonal opinion of Baptist evangelists and 
more than 33 per cent has a “good” opinion.

Enlarging on this ranking, one writer 
said, “I have mixed emotions here. Some 
evangelists have a good approach, not just 
to religion but man to man.” He added that 
some “thump the Bible” when they should 
be proving their faith. (BP)

Watterson Named Director
Of Alabama Sunday Schools

MONTGOMERY, Ala;—Donald H. Wat
terson, pastor of Cottage Hills Baptist 
church in Mobile, Ala., has been elected 
director of the Sunday School department 
for the Alabama Baptist Convention with 
offices here.

Watterson, pastor of the 3200-member 
Mobile church for the past seven years, was 
previously pastor of churches in Atmore and 
Headland, Ala.; Durant, Okla.; and Denton, 
Tex.

He is a graduate of Samford university, 
Birmingham; Southwestern Baptist Theolog
ical seminary, Fort Worth; and has done 
graduate work in psychology and counseling 
at North Texas State university, Denton, 
Tex.

Watterson succeeds Ellis Bush who is now 
director of the Church Development Divi
sion for the state convention and its Execu
tive Board. The Sunday School department 
is a part of the division Bush directs. (BP)

SUPERSTAR OR SON OF GOD?
By Ta! D. Bonham

A teen-ager asked me several weeks ago, 
“What do you think about Jesus Christ 
Superstar?” At first, I thought he was being 
blasphemous. Then I learned that he was 
talking about a popular one and one-half 
hour rock opera which was recorded by 
a group of young artists from England. I 
became curious enough to listen to this 
exciting piece of music several times.

The only good thing about it is that it 
speaks of Jesus and the events surround
ing his crucifixion. However, it does not 
necessarily follow the scriptural account of 
these events. Frankly, I like much of the 
music. However, Jesus Christ Superstar has 
four dangerous teachings and implications.

(1) It questions the divinity of Jesus 
Christ. Never does it say, “Jesus Christ is 
the Son of God.” It merely asks, “Jesus 
Christ Superstar, do you think you’re what 
they say you are?”

(2) It presents Christ as a superstar. It 
hints that He caused His own crucifixion as 
a part of a masterful public relations stunt. 
In this Jesus vs. Judas opera, Judas con
cludes that Jesus is “a jaded, faded man
darin.”

10,000 Attend Sunday School 
At Church's 'Homecoming'

LYNCHBURG, Va.—More than 10,000 
persons attended Sunday School at the 
Thomas Road Baptist church here at a 
special observance.

The “day” was a special Homecoming 
marking the 15th anniversary of the South
ern Baptist congregation. The total count 
at Sunday School on June 28 was 10,758.

Founded by Dr. Jerry Falwell and 35 
persons, Thomas Road church had a Sunday 
School average attendance of 4857 each 
week during the past year.

The congregation has a membership of 
10,000 and property, buildings and minis
tries estimated at $7 million. The population 
of Lynchburg is 53,000. (RNS)

British Committee Urges World 
Methodism To Take Responsibility 
For Wesley Chapel

HARROGATE, Eng.—A special com
mission will survey the future of Wesley’s 
Chapel—sometimes called the “cathedral of 
Methodism”—in London’s City Road in the 
heart of the capital.

The 1971 Methodist Conference, meeting 
here, formed the commission after hearing 
the Chapel Committee report that the 
historic edifice faced a financial crisis.

Wesley’s Chapel, in whose preservation 
American and Ghanaian Methodists are 
already reported showing interest, was built 
by John Wesley in 1777. On the site his 
body is entombed and, adjoining, is the 
house (now a museum) where he spent the 
last 12 years of his life. (RNS)

(3) It leaves Jesus on the cross. The 
crucifixion is presented in such a way that 
you will never forget it. But not one word 
is said about the bedrock of our faith—the 
resurrection of Christ!

(4) It presents Jesus as merely a great 
human being. The human side of Jesus is 
presented with overtones of blasphemy in 
a few places. Buddah and Mohammed are 
considered His equals.

But what’s so unusual about all of that? 
These four attitudes are held by everyone 
who refuses to make Christ the Lord of 
their life. If one will not let Jesus be the 
Lord of his life, he will find himself doubt
ing the divinity of Christ; he will conclude 
that Jesus was, indeed, only a superstar; 
he will ignore the empty tomb; and assert 
that Jesus was merely a great man.

What a joy to be a part of an organiza
tion—a Southern Baptist church—in which 
the greatest truth ever delivered to man is 
proclaimed—JESUS CHRIST, SON OF 
GOD!

(Mr. Bonham is pastor, Southside Baptist Church, 
Pine Bluff, Arkansas, and President, Arkansas Bap- 
List Convention.)
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UNIFORM SERIES
Sunday School Lesson for July 25, 1971

WHY THE FAMILY?
By Howard S. Kolb, Pastor 

Audubon Park Baptist Church, Memphis

Bible Study Passage: Genesis 1:26-31; 2:18-25

The theme of this quarter’s lessons is: 
The Bible Speaks To Human Relationships. 
The lesson this week is the first of three 
lessons in the second unit of study this 
quarter. The three lessons in this second 
unit of study are: Why The Family, Family 
Roles And Relationships, and Family Con
flict And Reconciliation.

The lesson this week raises the question: 
“Why the Family?” The question is an
swered as the Scripture gives us the ac
count of the creation of man, the creation 
of woman, and the establishment of the 
family, the home.

I. God Created Man (Gen. 1:26, 27a, 28- 
31).
The Bible teaches that God created man 

in His own image, after His likeness. The 
words “Let us make man in our own image” 
is one of the greatest affirmations of the 
Bible. This great affirmation affirms that 
man’s essence is like God, though not in 
form, because God is a spirit without form 
(John 4:24). Man is like God in that he has 
a personality. Man is intelligent. Man is 
volitional. Man is capable of moral discrim
ination. Man is like God in that he has 
spirituality. Man has a longing for God. 
Man has an affirmity for God. Man is in
complete without God. Man is like God in 
the sense that he has immortality. Man is 
like God in that he is to exercise dominion 
over God’s creation (Gen. 1:26b, 28b-31).

The use of the plural pronoun “us” in 
verse 26 is variously interpreted. Some be
lieve “us” refers to the host of heaven. 
Some say “us” refers to Adam and Eve. 
Others insist that “us” is a plural of majesty 
(Gen. 3:22; 11:7). Many scholars see in “us” 
a reference to the Trinity—God the Father, 
God the Son, God the Holy Spirit.

The Bible teaches that God created man 
to have dominion over all the creatures of the 
earth (Gen. 1:26b, 28b-31; Heb. 2:8). God 
placed at man’s disposal adequate food for 
man and God’s creation (Gen. 1:29, 30) 
The word “every” suggests a wide selection 
and plentiful supply. The first diet was a 
vegetarian diet. After the flood God gave 
permission for the use of meat (Gen. 9:3). 
However, before that time there was a dis
tinction between clean and unclean beasts 
(Gen. 7:2).

The Bible teaches that God created man. 
to be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish 
the earth (Gen. 1:28). In spite of what we 
hear today this is a part of God’s program 
for man. It suggests the functions of the 

family—social companionship, help, and the 
propagation of the race.

The inspired Word of God teaches that 
God created man.

II. God Created Woman (Gen. 1:27b; 2:18- 
22).

On the same creation day God made 
both man and woman. God made man first, 
and then, from man, He made an helpmeet, 
a suitable companion. God saw that it was 
not wise, not suitable, not beneficial for the 
male to be alone. The provision for a part
ner for Adam began with God’s realization 
of man's need.

The word “helpmeet” means a helper 
to meet him face to face, a helper answer
ing to him, a helper as a counterpart, a 
helper suited for him. Woman’s true rela
tion to man is to be his counterpart, his 
complement, and whenever this is realized 
in marriage, God’s purpose is being fulfilled.

God caused a “deep sleep” to fall upon 
Adam. While anesthetized God took from 
Adam a rib from which God made a wom
an. The woman whom God made and gave 
to man was not only like him in kind, she 
was part of him. One writer suggested that 
the “deep sleep” may have been to conceal 
the divine activity, or to effect the opera
tion without pain for man.

The beautiful phrase “and brought her 
to man” (Gen. 2:22) indicates that God was 
the first bridesman. The response of Adam 
indicates that he was delighted with the 
woman God had made for him. “This is 
now bone of my bone, and flesh of my 
flesh; she shall be called Woman, because 
she was taken out of man” (Gen. 2:23).

III. God Ordained The Family (Gen. 2:23- 
25).

God created man and woman for each 
other. Man needs woman, should seek after 
her, and is dependent upon her. Together 
man and woman become one flesh. This un
ion has the blessing of God. Each man is 
to cleave to his wife and each woman is to 
cleave to her husband. When this happens 
man nor woman is ashamed. Only through 
the misuse of sex can there arise cause for 
shame.

The family, the home, is God’s primary 
institution. It is the mainstay of society, the 
nation, the state, the church. Someone has 
said: “As the homes goes, so goes the 
church, the nation, the world.” Why the 
family? It was designed by God and should 
be supported by God’s people!

Western Calendar 
Slated For Ceylon

COLOMBO, Ceylon—The government of 
Ceylon has decided to drop the lunar calen
dar and restore Sunday as the weekly day 
of rest.

The decision, backed by the Prime Minis
ter, Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike, returns the 
calendar that was in effect before 1966, 
when the Buddhist “lunar months” were of
ficially recognized.

Effective July 7, Sunday and a half-day 
Saturday will be holidays in Ceylon. Pre
viously weekly time-off came in conjunction 
with the four quarters of the moon.

A primary reason for the return to the 
Western-style calendar featuring Sundays 
is economic. The influential tea industrv has 
felt that the lunar calendar made competi
tion on the world market difficult since the 
Western markets were often closed for the 
weekend when Colombo markets were open.

In 1966, the adoption of the lunar calen
dar was aimed at accommodating the reli
gious practices of the Buddhist majority. 
The new plan will continue full-moon day 
(Poya) as a monthly holiday.

There were fears among Christians that 
the lunar calendar would severely curtail 
attendance at worship. That did not happen 
and Christian churches successfully adjusted 
to the lunar calendar.

No major lobbying effort by Christians to 
reinstate Sunday was reported. (RNS)

Nations Give $46 Million To Aid 
Pakistanis Through U.N. Agency

UNITED NATIONS, N.Y.—The Geneva 
headquarters of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) has 
reported that more than $160 million have 
been received to aid East Pakistan refugees 
in India.

Of this total, $46 million in cash or goods 
were contributed or pledged through 
UNHCR through June 30. Contributions 
or pledges made directly to India accounted 
for $114 million. (RNS)

WINDOWS FOR SALE

Ten windows 54%" X 165%". The 

windows are U/3" thick. The windows 

have circle head tops. The glass panes 

are of graylite glass.

AUDUBON PARK BAPTIST CHURCH 

4060 Park Avenue

Memphis, Tennessee 38111 

Phone (901) 324-5541
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^eppesseeNcWsBriefs
Lewis E. Rhodes, pastor of Broadway 

church, Knoxville, was honored by his con
gregation recently as he began his 12th 
year as pastor July 4. The church staff 
presented Rhodes with a bound volume of 
his 1970 church bulletin articles.

Minos B. Fletcher, associate professor of 
psychology at Carson-Newman college, Jef
ferson City, has been named chairman of the 
school’s Education and Psychology depart
ment according to an announcement by 
Walter Guyton, academic dean. Fletcher, a 
1951 graduate of Carson-Newman, has re
ceived degrees from Midwestern Baptist 
Theology seminary and the University of 
Tennessee.

First church, Tullahoma, voted to organ
ize Center Grove mission into Center Grove 
church Sept. 12. Wallace Rowland is pastor 
of Center Grove and Tom Madden is pastor 
of First church, Tullahoma.

Dedication Day will be observed by Cen
tral church, Hixson, July 25 in observance 
of the completion of the new activities build
ing and additional educational space. J. 
Lloyd Brown, pastor from 1959-69. will be 
guest speaker for the service. Billy N. Ken
nedy is pastor.

Rialto church. Big Hatchie association, is 
adding new pews and making other improve
ments to its build’ng.

Mt. Lebanon church, Big Hatchie associ
ation, has constructed an outdoor recreation
al area.

A new church building is nearing comple
tion at Mason church, Mason.

Eastland church, Big Hatchie association, 
has reworked and modernized the old 
church building into a home for its pastor.

Larry Koonce, pastor of Salem church, 
Big Hatchie association, was ordained to the 
ministry July 11.

Wall-to-wall carpeting has been added by 
Walnut Grove church, Big Hatchie associ
ation.

B. L. Rickman, pastor of Lakeview 
church, Nashville, presented the Nashville 
association with a trailer for mission work. 
Fern Avenue church is presently using the 
trailer.

A reception for Mr. and Mrs. Archie 
Dunaway, missionaries reassigned to Rho
desia, was held by Inglewood church, Nash
ville. The church voted to give the Dun
aways $2800 toward the purchase of a car. 
James D. Hopkins is pastor.

Ashport church, Big Hatchie association, 
has installed new cushioned pews, pulpit 
furniture, and air-conditioning.

A new 900-seat auditorium, preschool 
building, and office suite will be dedicated by 
Hickory Hills church, Memphis, Aug. 1. 
Jerry Glisson, pastor of Leawood church, 
Memphis, will be the dedication speaker. 
A. Sidney Waits is pastor.

____________ /

A new roof has been constructed by 
Del Rio church, East Tennessee association.

Lincoln Avenue church, East Tennessee 
association, observed its 50th anniversary 
July 18.

Lucius W. Hart has returned to his home, 
612 Harding Place, Nashville, Tenn., follow
ing treatment at Vanderbilt hospital. He re
tired recently as superintendent of the 
Franklin Children’s home.

Sammy Sharp, 31, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Bill Sharp of Flatwoods was killed in an 
auto accident near Hohenwald July 12. Mrs. 
Sharp (Lockie), his mother, has served as 
cook at Camp Linden for several years.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES
Dwight Forderhase, from Bethany church, 

Kansas City, Mo., is the new minister of 
education at Audubon Park church, Mem
phis. Forderhase is married to the former 
Sandra Hope Baker and they have one 
son, Timothy Dwight, 6. Howard S. Kolb is 
pastor.

Rick Mitchell of Chattanooga, a graduate 
of Belmont college. Nashville, and now at
tending Southern Baptist Theological semi
nary, Louisville, has been called by the 
Colesburg church, Colesburg, Ky., as pastor.

Joel Thielepape, who for the past five 
years has been state director of the A. B. 
Culbertson Co., is the new pastor of Ewing 
church, Nashville. Thielepape, graduate of 
Southwestern Theological seminary, Fort 
Worth, is married to the former Ann Baker 
of Cameron, Texas. They have three chil
dren, Bill, 15, John, 10, and Annette, 5.

Jere Plunk of Tullahoma, a recent grad
uate of Southern Baptist Theological semi
nary, Louisville, is the interim pastor at 
Brantleyville church, Birmingham, Ala.

Don Cotten is the new pastor at Elim 
church, Big Hatchie association.

W. W. Jaggars is the new pastor of Beaver 
church, Big Hatchie association.

Charles B. Brown Jr., pastor of First 
church, Newport, resigned to return to Or
lando, Fla.

Pigeon Valley church, East Tennessee as
sociation, has called Clell M. King of Gatlin
burg as pastor.

Baptist Publisher Thinks 
Distribution Main Problem

“If Baptists would address themselves to 
literature distribution in Latin America, as 
have some of the sects, the results would 
be astronomical,” says one who is, indeed, 
addressing himself to the problem.

Frank W. Patterson, who directed the 
Baptist Spanish Publishing House in El Paso 
for 27 years, and Mrs. Patterson have com
pleted the first six months of an 18-month 
assignment to promote the use of Baptist 
literature in Spanish-speaking Latin Amer
ica.

Dr. and Mrs. Patterson were based in 
San Jose, Costa Rica, for the first half of 
1971. They moved on to Cali, Colombia, on 
July 1 to continue their assignment. Plans 
call for them to go to Argentina later.

Patterson said that conferences on the 
use of Christian literature in some 50 
churches in Central America this year led 
him to several conclusions:

“There is considerable interest in know
ing what exists and how to use it. Often the 
attendance at conferences of one to four 
days exceeded the normal attendance of the 
Sunday School.

“The majority of churches use a mini
mum amount of periodical literature to 
supply the basic needs of the Sunday School 
and Woman’s Missionary Union. This is 
due usually to one of two reasons: ignorance 
of the existence and value of other ma
terials and limited economic resources of 
the congregation.

“The Baptist Spanish Publishing House 
has the esteem of Baptists and other evan
gelicals alike. Fidelity to the Word and a 
consistent evangelistic witness have gained 
for it widespread confidence.

“As yet, only a small minority has caught 
the vision of evangelizing through outreach 
literature. There is an openness to the Scrip
tures and to evangelical literature as never 
before. Several Catholic priests have in
vited Bible society representatives to sell the 
Scriptures outside their temples. If Baptists 
would address themselves to literature dis
tribution in Latin America as have some of 
the sects, the results could be astronomical.

Italy's High Court Rules
Divorce Law Constitutional

ROME—Italy’s Constitutional Court has 
upheld the constitutionality of the country’s 
seven-month-old divorce law.

The judicial decision thus disposed of 
fears expressed by pro-divorce groups that 
the 12-man tribunal would abolish the law 
by ruling that it infringed upon Italy’s 1929 
Concordat with the Vatican and the 1948 
constitution.

The justices said that by adopting the two 
agreements, “the state did not assume the 
obligation not to introduce the institution of 
divorce into its own system.” (RNS)
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TENNESSEE BAPTIST COLLEGES
BELMONT COLLEGE 
Dr. Herbert C. Gabhart 

President 
Nashville, Tenn. 37203

CARSON-NEWMAN COLLEGE
Dr. John A. Fincher 

President 
Jefferson City, Tenn. 37760

UNION UNIVERSITY 
Dr. Robert E. Craig 

President 
Jackson, Tenn. 38301

Where are we going?

How will we get there?

Christian education is for all times . . .

It has guided us in the past, and will direct our efforts 

for the future.

The problems we face now require men and women 

with dedication, fortitude and religious commitment.

You can help through

. . . prayer

. . . talking with young people 

about our colleges

. . . financial support

As long as there is Baptist life, Tennessee Baptist colleges 

will contribute to the growing life of the denomination.

We need your support!

All inquiries will receive personal replies from the President

Thursday, July 22, 1971 Page 9



SBC National Bible Conferences 
Slated In Denver, Richmond In ’72

NASHVILLE—Two National Bible Con
ferences—one at Richmond, Va., and one at 
Denver, Colo.—have been announced for 
1972 by the Sunday School department of 
the Southern Baptist Sunday School Board.

The Richmond conference will be held 
April 24-27, 1972, at First Baptist church, 
Richmond. The Denver conference is sched
uled for March 27-30, 1972, at Denver Hil
ton hotel, Denver.

Theme for the conferences will be, “The 
Bible—Message of Joy and Hope.”

The conferences will feature morning, 
afternoon and evening sessions each day led 
by 20 outstanding Bible scholars, according 
to Sunday School Board officials.

The Denver conference, designated Na
tional Bible Conference—West, will feature 
expositions from nine different books of the 
Bible and biblical studies on six different 
contemporary concerns.

The National Bible Conference—East, at 
Richmond, will feature ten different exposi
tions and six biblical studies on contem
porary concerns.

Some of the featured book expositions 
and their titles include: Genesis 1-11, 
“Beginnings with God;” Isaiah, “Judgment 
and Hope;” John 1-3, “Joy and Hope in 
New Life;” Ephesians, “Heavenly Places in 
Christ;” Revelation 1, 3, 21-22, “Messages 
to Churches;” Psalms (selected), “Faith and 
Hope;” Matthew 16-18, 28, “The Church 
and Its Glorious Mission;” Romans 5-6, 
“Sin, Grace, and Hope;” and 1 and 2 Thes
salonians, “The Lord Will Return.”

Contemporary concerns to be studied in
clude: “The Bible Speaks on Human 
Worth,” “The Holy Spirit and Tongues,” 
“The Bible Sees Churches in Action,” 
“Biblical Studies on the Holy Spirit,” “The

A BAPTIST 
UBOOK STORE 
Qe/wtee, uittk a

Coast to Coast
734 Cherry Street 

Chattanooga, Tennessee 37402
706 South Gay Street 

Knoxville, Tennessee 37902
24 North Second Street 

Memphis, Tennessee 38103
1010 Broadway 

Nashville, Tennessee 37203

FIRST MORTGAGE CHURCH BONDS
Registered as to principal and interest 

Interest payable semi-annually

Call or Write CHURCH SECURITIES, INC.
(Formerly Church Investors)

Bible and Religious Liberty,” “Biblical Con
cepts and Responsible Citizenship,” and 
“Morality and Biblical Precepts.”

Special evening Bible studies on the same 
topics also are scheduled for persons living 
in the Denver and Richmond areas who can 
attend only the evening sessions. (BP)

Report Shows Increases 
In Study Course Awards

NASHVILLE—More Southern Baptist 
churches requested a larger number of study 
course awards from October, 1970, to May, 
1971, than for the comparable period a year 
ago, Philip B. Harris, secretary, church 
training department, Southern Baptist Sun
day School Board, has announced.

A total of 2708 more churches have re
quested 39,510 more awards for members, 
the report shows.

The gain in the number of churches par
ticipating from 11,771 to 14,479, represents 
an increase of about 23 per cent. Total 
awards requested, which is up from 409,190 
to 448,700, shows an increase of 9.6 per 
cent.

“The increase of almost 10 per cent in 
the number of awards requested is very 
good,” said Harris, “but the real signif
icance of these figures is in the increased 
number of churches participating in the 
study course program.”

“The study course program occupies a 
strategic supporting role in building Southern 
Baptist churches,” he added.

Texas reported the largest number of 
churches participating with 1353 while 
Georgia and Alabama' were not far behind 
with 1309 and 1278, respectively. Other 
states with more than 500 churches par
ticipating were: North Carolina, 1224; Ten
nessee, 1108; South Carolina, 863; Florida, 
859; Oklahoma, 837; Mississippi, 782; Ken
tucky, 739; Missouri, 720; and Virginia, 511.

Alabama, however, had the most requests 
for awards with 45,977. Texas requested 
45,011 awards and Tennessee, 39,913.

Other states requesting more than 25,000 
awards included: Georgia, 38,249; Florida, 
32,495; Mississippi, 29,138; North Carolina, 
28,507; Oklahoma, 25,849; and South Caro
lina, 25,775.

The total of 14,479 churches participating 
is 38 per cent of the 37,272 Southern Baptist 
churches.

HERE THEY ARE! 
BEST-SELLING 1971-72 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
LESSON COMMENTARIES

THE ADULT LIFE AND WORK 
LESSON ANNUAL

Bible text; Bible truths, teaching 
procedures, teaching aids Uses 
modern translations. Life and Work 
Series (Convention) $3.45

BROADMAN COMMENTS 
Bible text, present-day applications, 
bibliography, audiovisual helps 
Uses King James Version Conven
tion Uniform Series (Broadman) 

$3.50
ROZELL’S COMPLETE 

LESSONS
Word for word text, bold type out
lines, concise introductions and 
conclusions Uses King James Ver
sion International Uniform Series 
(Zondervan) $3.95

STANDARD LESSON 
COMMENTARY 

Eight big pages of helps, verse-by- 
verse explanations, outlines, special 
articles Uses King James Version 
International Unilorm Series (Stan
dard) $4.25
Use the convenient form to order 
your favorite Ask your local Baptist 
Book Store about special quantity 
prices on The Adult Life and Work 
Lesson Annual and Broadman 
Comments.

BAPTIST BOOK STORE 
Please send

THE ADULT LIFE AND WORK 
LESSON ANNUAL 
1971-72 (Convention) $3.45 

_____ BROADMAN COMMENTS 1971-72
(Broadman) $3 50
ROZELL’S COMPLETE LESSONS 
1971-72 (Zondervan) $3.95
STANDARD LESSON 
COMMENTARY 1971-72
(Standard) $4.25

Enclosed is $_________ Charge__________
Credit card no________________________
Nani e________________________________
Add ress______________________________
C i t y--------------------- Stat e_______ Z i p 
(State sales tax, if applicable, extra Add 
25c for postage on cash orders )

A BAPTIST
SBOOK STORE 
Sewiee waA a ijA'UAtuUi OiAt&xOttc* 

Coast to Coast
Phone (404) 451-5431 4095 Clairmont Road Atlanta, Ga. 30341
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Blind, Confined To Wheel Chair, 
Sparta Man, 30, Witnesses For Christ

Crippled but with means to move, blind 
but with the sense of touch, Billy Keathley 
of Sparta sits in a wheel chair reading his 
Bible through his touch and using his fingers 
to take the place of his crippled feet as he 
witnesses by telephone.

The 30-year-old Keathley has been con
fined to a wheel chair since he was a soph
omore at Tennessee Tech university because 
of a foot infirmity.

Five years ago cataracts and unsuccessful 
surgery caused him to lose his sight but these 
handicaps haven’t stopped Keathley from 
reading his 18-volume braille Bible through 
twice or from witnessing by phone and radio 
broadcasts.

“He reads the Bible, he witnesses by 
phone and radio, he calls other blind persons 
and he writes for a magazine,” said John

Smith, Union Baptist association missionary.
Through his regular radio broadcasts over 

Sparta station WSMT, Keathley tries to 
reach the “unchurched and unsaved people” 
and young people by urging them to call 
him as he provides counsel and a “listening 
ear.”

Keathley, who uses cassette tape recorders 
and a talking Bible to aid him in his study 
of the scripture, also contacts other blind 
persons in White County giving them words 
of encouragement and telling them of the 
availability of braille and talking Bibles.

He is finishing his college education by 
taking correspondence work from the Had
ley School for the Blind in Chicago and was 
recently selected as one of their outstanding 
students. He is also an active member of 
Sparta’s Calvary Baptist church.

Student Magazine Wins Award 
In National Graphic Arts Contest

NASHVILLE—“The Student” magazine, 
publication of National Student Ministries, 
Sunday School Board of the Southern Bap
tist Convention, has been presented a “Na
tional Award of Excellence” in the National 
Graphic Arts Award Competition.

The competition is sponsored by the Print
ing Industry of America and this year drew 
3400 entries.

The award, presented for the April 1971 
issue of the publication, was based on “print
ing excellence, creativity, layout, design and 
its overall visual effectiveness.” The entry 
was in the magazine and house organ cate
gory. (BP)

Concerning his ministry, Keathley stated, 
“If I had two good eyes, I’d give them both 
to Jesus. If I had two good feet, I’d give 
them both to Jesus.”

JULY: TIME FOR BUD6ET WORK! 1
July is the month some churches start work on 
their new budgets. It’s also the month enrolment 
for Group Life Insurance opens.
Now through August 31, your church may enrol 
all staff members in the low cost plan with cover
age to begin October 1, 1971.
Your church may provide $5,000 to $60,000 in 
Group Life Insurance (depending on annual 
salary), dependent life and long term disability 
income protection.
Each application must be accompanied by a com
pleted Evidence of Insurability form. (If 5,000 
applications are received, all applicants will be 
insured regardless of health.)
Ask your church to review the insurance needs of 
its staff. Then consider the Group Insurance Pro
gram. We’ll be glad to send you all the details 
right away. Just fill in and mail the coupon form 
below.
INSURANCE SERVICES
ANNUITY BOARD,

511 NORTH AKARD BUILDING
DALLAS, TEXAS 75201

PLEASE RUSH ME INFORMATION ON THE 
GROUP INSURANCE PROGRAM

I
ADDRESS

NAME
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42 Foreign Missionaries Named; 
Cauthen Expects 210 For Year

RICHMOND—The Southern Baptist For
eign Mission Board here named 42 new 
missionaries, the third largest number in a 
single meeting in its history, and heard its 
top administrator predict the possibility of 
closing 1971 with as many as 225 appoint
ments.

The board also authorized $10,000 for 
relief of Pakistani refugees in India.

“The appointment of 42 missionaries at 
this meeting is an outstanding event in the 
life of the board,” said Baker J. Cauthen, 
Foreign Mission Board executive secretary. 
“The outlook for missionary appointments 
throughout the year is encouraging.

“We believe we will come to the close of 
1971 with more than 210 appointments for 
the year, with a possibility of there being as 
many as 225,” Cauthen told the Board.

Appointment of 42 missionaries bring the 
total Southern Baptist foreign missionary 
force to a total of 2515 persons serving in 
76 countries.

H. Cornell Goemer, the board’s secre
tary for Africa, told the board that the first 
missionaries to Mozambique will probably 
leave in August for a temporary assignment 
in Johannesburg, South Africa, pending ap
proval of their visas to Mozambique.

Mr. and Mrs. C. Ernest Harvey had 
earlier been appointed for service in Mozam-

Simplified Lesson Writing 
Taught at Glorieta Lab

GLORIETA, N.M.—“Any person who 
has a Christian compassion for his fellow
man can become a teacher,” Robert S. Lau- 
bach told participants in a “Laboratory on 
Learning to Write for Adults with Reading 
Limitations” here July 1-7.

At Glorieta Baptist Assembly, Laubach, 
president of Laubach Literacy, Inc., Syra
cuse, N.Y., taught techniques of simplifying 
Bible stories so that there will be more 
Southern Baptists capable of writing such 
materials for publication by the Southern 
Baptist Sunday School Board, Nashville, 
Tenn.

Throughout the United States, Laubach 
noted, there are more than 20,000,000 
adults who have never finished high school. 
Of these, there are approximately 8,000,000 
who have never been beyond fifth grade.

It is for this group, for persons who do 
not speak English and for the deaf, many 
of whom have a limited vocabulary, that 
simplified reading materials are needed.

Using formulas to calculate the difficulty 
of vocabulary and sentence construction, 
participants in the laboratory wrote third- 
grade level stories from Scripture passages. 
Later, they simplified the story to first-grade 
level.

bique as the board’s first missionaries to that 
country.

“Their immediate responsibility will be to 
strengthen the Baptist witness within the 
sizable Portuguese community of South 
Africa,” Goerner said, “but they will con
sider Johannesburg a temporary residence, 
pending permission to move to the capital 
to Mozambique.” z

Of the 42 missionaries assigned, 30 were 
appointed as career missionaries and 12 
were assigned as missionary associates. (BP)

THE LIVING BIBLE
PARAPHRASED

A TYNDALE HOUSE PUBLICATION

BAPTIST^ BOOK STORE
Service with a Christian Distinction 

Coast to Coast

Baptist 
Book Store

The entire Bible paraphrased in the clear and direct style of 
today's language. This skillful and scholarly contemporary 
version by Kenneth N. Taylor gives new understanding to 
every page of Scripture.

Deluxe doth.... $9.95 Black or brown leather.... $19.95

READABLE

BIBLE JAWINGU# Available September 1, 1971

NOW!
JN ONE 
k VOLUME

THE

WORLD'S

MOST

Scholarship In Liberia
To Honor Late Missionary

A scholarship is to be established at 
Ricks Institute, a Baptist school near Mon
rovia, Liberia, in memory of the late Mrs. 
John C. Mills, Southern Baptist missionary 
who died in a Monrovia hospital June 23. 
Mrs. Mills had taught part time at Ricks, 
a Baptist school where her husband taught.

Memorial gifts designated for the Vir
ginia Land Mills memorial fund may be 
sent care of the Foreign Mission Board, 
SBC, P.O. Box 6597, Richmond, Va. 23230.

The scholarship is in keeping with the 
concern Mr. and Mrs. Mills expressed for 
the young students with whom they worked.
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State Mission Tour Scheduled 
By Royal Ambassadors Aug. 8-14

Learning about state missions through 
firsthand observation is the goal of the 
Brotherhood Department-sponsored Mission 
Tour for Royal Ambassadors Aug. 8-14.

Forty of the state’s Pioneer RAs, 12-17- 
year-olds, will take a 1300-mile tour of the 
state; a tour that will pinpoint Baptist land
marks from East Tennessee’s mountains to 
the Mississippi River in Memphis.

The group, along with six adult sponsors, 
will be visiting the state’s three Baptist col
leges, the Atomic Energy Plant at Oak 
Ridge, mission centers, convention and state 
boards and other important Baptist estab
lishments.

Each boy will be given slides at each lo
cation during the trip and will present the 
slides when he returns to his home church.

OEO Will Provide Sterilization
For Poor Whites In Tennessee

WASHINGTON, D.C.—Free voluntary 
sterilization will be made available to poor 
whites in Appalachia through a pilot proj
ect financed by the federal government.

This marks a policy change for the Office 
of Economic Opportunity, which will con
duct the project. It formerly confined its 
family planning program to contraception.

A special two-year grant of $240,773 will 
be given to the Anderson County Com
munity Action Commission, an anti-poverty 
agency in the Tennessee hills.

An affiliate of Planned Parenthood As
sociation will conduct the program under a 
subcontract. It is designed to serve 150 
men and women. (RNS)

Miss Alma Hunt, left executive secretary 
of Woman’s Missionary Union of the South
ern Baptist Convention, Birmingham, Ala., 
shares new official songs for Girls in Action 
(“We’re Girls in Action”) and Acteens (“This 
is Our Day”) to Allison Harris, far right, 
and Teresa Smith, both of Birmingham.

This presentation will continue the mission 
importance of the trip and give church mem
bers, also, a firsthand view of work being 
done by Baptists across the state.

The seven-day tour will leave from Bel
mont Heights church, Nashville, Sunday 
evening, Aug. 8.

Retired Air Force Chaplain 
To Head Disciples Unit

INDIANAPOLIS—A retired Air Force 
chaplain will become director of chap
laincy services for the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) on Jan. 1.

Chaplain (Col.) Robert W. Tindall will 
succeed Dr. William R. Vivrett of Indiana
polis. The new director will be affiliated with 
the denomination’s Division of Homeland 
Ministries and the Commission on Chaplain
cy Endorsement. (RNS)
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Sunday School Lesson for July 25, 1971

The Christian Response
By W. R. White

Baylor University, Waco, Texas

Basic Passages: Luke 4:16-20; James 2:1-7; Matthew 25:37-40; Luke 19:8
Focal Passages: Luke 4:18; James 2:1-5; Matthew 25:37-40; Luke 19:8

What should be the Christian response 
to the presence and plight of the poor?

Surely it is not to pauperize him. That is, 
to cause him to depend largely or altogether 
on others, losing his self-respect. Certainly 
it is not to discriminate against him—that is 
treat him as inferior in any way. Is it to 
make him self-conscious or aware that he 
is different and to be classified as an object 
of pity? Of course not.

He is to be treated as any other individ
ual—as priceless in the sight of God. The 
dignity of his personality is to be fully 
respected.

We are to share with him all the good 
things of life, wisely as needed but not so as 
to either spoil or degrade him.

The best thing we can share with him 
is the gospel. But if his need is actual and 
poignant, we can more easily reach him 
with the gospel after we have met his ma
terial needs. This has to be carried out 
very judiciously.
LESSON FROM MISSION OF JESUS 
Luke 4:18

The mission of Jesus was to meet the 
needs of the whole man in his ministry to 
the poor or others.

It is primarily a redemptive mission. The 
good news is to be presented to them. All 
their guilt and penalty for sin will be met 
and satisfied or removed in Christ. Yet He 
is interested in all aspects of need. Personal 
fetters and imposed shackles of society are 
to be met, broken and eliminated. It may 
be spiritual or physical blindness. It may be 
social discrimination or it may be the heal
ing of others’ hurts and bruises.
TO BE NO DISCRIMINATION
James 2:1-5

In the body of Christ there is to be no 
discrimination as to race or status. There 
is to be the warmest welcome to all who 
would come to worship.

Neither the poor nor rich are to be given 
any preference. Certainly the poor are not 
to be given separate or inferior seating. The 
rented pew is clearly out of order. Fortunate
ly it is rapidly disappearing. In fact the poor 
in this world are more likely to follow Je
sus and follow Him more closely. Some of 
them are very rich in grace and spiritual 
insight. All can be clean in body and life 
and worship happily together. This is the 
way it should be with all disciples of Christ.
SENSITIVITY TO AFFINITY AND 
NEED Matthew 25:37-40

All who are uniquely related to Christ or 
those whom He calls His “brethren” have 

a fellowship with each other to which they 
should be sensitive and alertly responsive. 
They should be aware of each other’s need 
and plight. This will be particularly signifi
cant at the judgment of the nations.

If they are sick, hungry, destitute or in 
prison, a generous and gracious ministry to 
them will have the acclaim of our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. He will consider it as 
a very special ministry to Him personally if 
we are kindly thoughtful of one of the 
least of His brethren.

Of course as we have opportunity we 
are to do good unto all men but especially 
unto the household of faith.
CHANGED MAN SHOWS CHANGED 
ATTITUDE Luke 19:8

Zaccheus met the Lord and was com
pletely and radically changed. He was 
a tax gatherer by contract. Evidently he 
had looked well after his own interests. Ob
viously contact with Jesus probed his soul 
and revived his conscience to a new sensi
tivity.

Whatever his record may have been in 
defrauding or overcharging, he is willing 
to make not only restitution but to com
pensate fourfold and give half of his goods 
to feed the poor.

Right relationship to God in Christ will 
produce a fresh awareness of great princi
ples, convictions and"discrepancies toward 
them in our life. We will want to right 
all wrongs of which we are conscious and 
will do so. This is true if a real conversion 
has taken place and we act on our new 
impulses with reasonable promptness.

We need to be indoctrinated with pro
found, sound concepts before and after 
conversion. The remarkable conversion ex
perienced by Zaccheus is most significant. 
He must have been well taught before hav
ing met Jesus and the presence of Jesus 
must have made all those teachings come 
alive with a terrible might. Poor teachings 
and a superficial experience do not produce 
such a reversal.

• “The rising cost and unsatisfactory state 
of medical care has finally got just about 
everyone impatient for a change. During 
the past decade, medical fees in the U.S. 
rose twice as fast as the general cost of 
living, and hospital costs shot up five times 
as fast. The nation’s total medical bill 
grew last year by 11 % to a staggering $70 
billion—and there wasn’t enough good med
ical care to go around.” (editorial, Life mag
azine, March 5, 1971)

Foundation

We Will Help
By Jonas L. Stewart 

Executive Secretary-Treasurer
We are here to be helpful. We help 

“without money and without price.” Our 
services are without obligation. We help 
any Christian steward who requests our 
services anywhere in the state.

We help in reviewing the assets of those 
who are not sure about the standing of 
their investments. This is important as one 
approaches maturity of years.

We help evaluate investment plans pres
ently in use and, when practical, offer our 
investment services to provide trust income 
for those who qualify. Many people have 
surplus funds that could be earning much 
more than they now receive. Much real 
estate could be turned into cash and in
vested for a substantial gain in income.

We help establish trust funds and act 
as trustee for such funds when Christian 
people want to live on earth in Christian 
testimony after they have gone to heaven. 
These trust funds can be set up while one 
lives or in a will at his death.

We help the Lord’s servants understand 
the need and possibility of preparing Chris
tian Wills.

We help Tennessee Baptist Convention 
institutions invest their endowment and oth
er surplus funds in such a way as to achieve 
maximum income. Our services are avail
able and are used by Southern Baptist in
stitutions and agencies. Churches and as
sociations also place money with us for 
investment income.

For help in any of the above mentioned 
areas contact our office in person, by mail 
or phone—Tennessee Baptist Foundation, 
Dr. Jonas L. Stewart, Executive Secretary- 
Treasurer, P. O. Box 647, Brentwood, Ten
nessee 37027, phone 833-4220.

Lutheran Women Buy Plane 
To Aid Canadian Ministry

WINNIPEG, Man.—The International 
Lutheran Women’s League has bought an 
airplane.

It will be given to the Lutheran Associa
tion of Missionaries and Pilots (LAMP) 
which maintains a Christian ministry to 
isolated communities in northern Alberta 
and the Northwest Territories.

The $40,000 used to purchase the fully- 
equipped and instrumented aircraft was 
taken from $350,000 allocated by the offi
cial auxiliary of the Lutheran Church- 
Missouri Synod at its biennial convention in 
Louisville, Ky., in June.

Other projects approved include the 
production of five television “spot” messages 
for children; a pre-school and day-care 
building in Honolulu, land for a chapel in 
Belem, Brazil, and construction for a church 
in Hong Kong. (RNS)
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From the 
Executive Secretary

By W. Fred Kendall
Today I want to write about something 

that concerns me very much and ought to 
give great concern to Christians everywhere.

Last week I saw a brief 
part of a television pres
entation from scenes of 
a play which is now the 
talk of everyone on 
Broadway in New York. 
It is called “God’s Spell.” 

It was produced by 
two young men who are 
in their twenties and who 
by their own testimony 
are not Christians. It

Kendall presents Jesus as a clown 
and the scenes which I 

saw were blasphemous. Many are saying 
it is blasphemy and the young men were 
asked about this. They shrugged it off by 
implying that those who made such state
ments were ignorant and not informed about 
the purpose of the production.

The author stated that he wrote it for a 
Masters degree in his university. He said 
Jesus was a myth and he presented it as he 
would the great myths of Greek mythology. 
Both young men said they were Jewish but 
from their statements did not seem to have 
any true religion.

The whole program as presented was 
made up of clowns and they danced and 
sang. The production presents the story of 
Christ from his birth to his death on the 
cross. The theory about using clowns is 
that religion is happy and life is supposed 
to be happy and met with laughter.

The tragedy of it all is that it misses the 
whole meaning and purpose of the incarna
tion of Jesus as the Son of Man and the 
Son of God. It tends to make the whole 
Christian history one of myth and fiction. 
It seems to be an attempt to laugh the Chris
tian faith into oblivion by putting on the 
same basis with other secularized and 
humanistic attempts of man to reject God.

Christianity is being confronted today by 
so many strange fads and so many things 
which can pervert it and change its very 
nature and meaning. Some are trying to 
bring Jesus down to the level of a hippie. 
Music is being perverted by some with the 
claim that it is the only way to reach modern 
man and to communicate the gospel to him. 
But is it the real gospel which is being com
municated?

Through church history, there have been 
many perversions of the gospel and many 
heresies developed under the pretense that 
it was a new way to the hearts of men. But 
these heresies have all rejected the true 
gospel and the true church and have led 
many thousands astray and into spiritual 
darkness and utter desolation. Shall it 
happen again in our day? I am afraid it is

On Matters of

By Dr. B. David Edens, 
Director, Marriage and 
Family Program 
Stephens College 
Columbia, Missouri 65201

Is The Permissive Parent 
Prepared To Accept 

Consequences—Later?
The same parents who bring their child 

up with the idea that he can do what he 
wants are usually unable to accept the 
consequences of that policy when the 
youngster reaches adolescence, points out 
Dr. Bruno Bettelheim.

The trouble is that “deep-down” the 
parents didn’t really mean it, the director 
of the University of Chicago’s Orthogenic 
School observed recently. In the parents’ 
minds it was understood, if unspoken, that 
the child would do and want only the right 
things, the things the parents wanted for 
him. When, usually in adolescence, the 
youngster’s wants turn out to be very differ
ent from the parents’ desires, both are deep
ly confused and disturbed.

“What I am trying to suggest is a very 
simple thing. Parents should talk and act 
as they really feel—and mean it. The 
difficulties arise when parents say what 
deep down they really don’t mean.”

Parents who pride themselves on what 
they think is “permissiveness” pretend 
they’re willing to accept the consequences, 
but really are not, Bettelheim stresses. 
“That’s why so many kids are such messes.”

“You can't be a parent without wanting 
your child to grow up as you think is best 
for him and what children want is certainly 
not always best for them—whether it’s 
wanting to put their fingers in electric out
lets or wanting only to play and never do 
homework.” 

now happening as a cheap substitute for true 
Christianity which leads to the true Christ. 
Christ demands a real spiritual new birth, 
a regeneration and a new inner man. He 
demands to be put first before the world 
and all of its allurements.

When I read the book of Revelation and 
some of the great passages in Isaiah where 
great worship scenes are presented before 
the very throne of God and in the presence 
of the glorious Christ, the Lord, I cannot 
find a place for the pitifully bankrupt music 
and shallow and irreverent scences which 
some are advancing today as worship of this 
Living Christ who is coming again and be
fore whom all shall stand, and it may be 
soon, where the genuine shall be separated 
from the cheap substitutes of man.

Let us pray that there will be a great

Historically
From the files

I50 YEARS AGO
Harry Leland Martin of Stanton 

received the honorary doctor of divin
ity degree from Mississippi college, 
Clinton.

W. B. Clifton of Arlington, seriously 
injured in a train accident in 1919, 
gave his library to several young 
preachers at Hall-Moody institute.

20 YEARS AGO
'First church, Oak Ridge, broke 

ground and began construction for 
their new building.

According to the United States de
partments of Labor and Commerce, 
churches increased construction of 
facilities by 23 per cent over a com
parable six month period in 1950, for 
a total of $221,000,000.

Fred M. Wood, pastor, First church, 
Dresden, served on the faculty of the 
Preachers’ School at Union university, 
Jackson, teaching the book of Jere
miah. He also led his church to re
decorate the auditorium and 14 of 
the members read the entire New 
Testament during the year.

10 YEARS AGO
Howard S. Kolb was called as pas

tor of Kennedy church, Memphis. 
Kolb came to Memphis from East
wood church, Tulsa, Okla., where he 
served as pastor since 1958.

David J. Irby became pastor of 
Hollywood church, Memphis. He 
served formerly as pastor of Calvary 
Baptist church, Slidell, La.

Statistics revealed that some 1,- 
450,000 Baptist State papers were re
ceived in homes throughout America.

'Psalms For Modern Man' 
A New Best-Seller

NEW YORK—More than 1.5 million 
copies of “The Psalms for Modem Man” 
have been distributed since it was released 
Dec. 1 by the American Bible Society.

Translated from the ancient Hebrew text 
of the first book of the Old Testament, the 
new book presents Israel’s 150 sacred songs 
or hymns in “Today’s English Version.” 
(RNS)

return to the truly great worship of the real 
Living Christ and not some perverted hippie
type illusion that is the misleading of Satan 
to turn men away from the true salvation 
and life which Christ came to bring to all 
mankind.
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THE JESUS MOVEMENT
(Secoud in a Series) i

Love Is Its Theme; And Evangelism Its Response
By the Baptist Press

“Wow! Jesus loves you.”
Over and over teenagers across the na

tion are using that phrase as the “Jesus 
Movement” shakes their lives. To them, it is 
a startling revelation.

And it captures the theme of the move
ment. Love is the theme. Jesus is the sub
ject. Surprising discovery is the response.

In Southern California, a mustached 
youth shook his head and repeated the 
phrase. “Wow, I used to hate cops, and 
now I just love everybody. Praise God.”

In the worship services for teenagers in 
the movement, love is the mood. You can 
feel it, hanging heavy in the atmosphere.

“It’s so peaceful there, man,” said one 
teenager in describing a worship and Bible 
study period at Calvary Chapel in Costa 
Mesa, about 40 miles south of Los Angeles. 
“You can go there and sing or listen and 
know Jesus loves you. The love is just so 
heavy.”

It shows on the faces of the kids present. 
Look closely at their radiant, happy ex
pressions. Wear your nerve ends on your 
eyeballs, and sense what you see: the fresh
ness, the vigor, the openness, the commit
ment in those shining faces.

When did you last see that?
Listen as they greet, not just their friends, 

but strangers. “Jesus loves you.”—“Jesus 
is the answer.”—“Praise the Lord.”—“God 
bless you.”—“Glory to God.”

Love And Evangelism
As love is its theme, evangelism is its re

sponse. The Jesus movement is intensely 
evangelistic.

Why? The youth have discovered Jesus, 
and his love. And they can no more bottle 
it inside them than they could cap a vol
cano with a cork. They’ve got to tell others.

“Hey man,” they say, “Jesus died for 
your sins.”

“Yeah, man, get turned on to Jesus. He’s 
the greatest high in the world.”

Everywhere they go they bubble over 
with the news of what Jesus is doing in 
their lives. They bring friends to church, 
Bible studies, communes, rock concerts. 
They pass out tracts on the streets.

It’s a social event, sure; but it is more. 
It is their attempt to lovingly offer friends 
the peace they’ve found. It’s their effort 
to share the rapture.

Their witnessing is in the idiom of youth, 
not the pious phrases of the older genera
tion. Instead of asking, “Brother, are you 
saved,” they often respond with a friendly, 
“Jesus loves you; can we rap about it?” 
Their loving, sharing phrase takes evan
gelism out of the “selling” category and 
puts it in the “sharing” category. And they 
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are willing to leave the response to the 
Holy Spirit, without using high pressure 
evangelism techniques.

Some of the most intense public expres
sions of love as a basic characteristic of z
the Jesus movement are shown at the mass 
baptisms where hundreds of kids are im
mersed in the swirling waves of the Pa
cific.

700 Baptized
Calvary Chapel in Costa Mesa, for ex

ample, recently baptized 700 in one day. 
Earlier they had baptized more than 1000 
young people.

It’s a super-charged time, with the youth 
feeling unique crowd electricity.

“Wow,” exclaimed one dripping young 
girl, “I just love Jesus so much. I’ve 
never been so happy in my whole life. Oh, 
praise Jesus.”

Water—or was it tears—streamed down 
her face, but she was obvious to it. Her 
friends swallowed her up with open arms 
and shouts of congratulations, praise and 
joy.

When the Jesus rock groups play and 
sing of the love and Jesus, the kids re
spond with an emotional “high.” And mu
sic is where it is at. Music communicates. 
Music is “in.” Preaching is “out.”

There is in the movement an apparent 
de-emphasis on preaching. With it goes the 
strong beat of rock music, and the twang 
of an amplified guitar. And the feeling, like 
the technique, is electric.

Testified one thin, long-haired girl in 
a maroon T-shirt: “Wow, I went to the 
rock concert Friday night . . . and wow, it 
was wonderful. So beautiful.

“I mean, like the guys were playing and 
I raised my arms, and I could just feel it. 
I mean, my arms got so light and I felt I 
could just reach out to heaven. And it was 
so gooood. . .

She was referring to a rock concert 
sponsored by Calvary Chapel at the Wood
row Wilson High School in Long Beach.

"God-rock" Music Popular
Inside, five Christian rock groups, (one 

of them symbolically called Love Song), 
play and sing. Their sounds are quality; 
their musicianship, professional. Both in 
song and testimony, they tell of their search 
for meaning in life, their trips through 
drugs and sex occult religions to Jesus. 
About 400 kids respond to the invitation, 
tears rushing over their cheeks; smiles cut
ting their faces in half.

Though perhaps not necessarily a mani
festation of the Jesus movement, but cer
tainly complimenting it, “God-rock” music 
is sweeping the country in popularity.

According to authorities in the music in
dustry, only about one out of every 100 
records becomes a hit; but one out of ev
ery 25 hits now has a religious theme.

Rock music is part of the youth culture, 
and it has been a natural thing for the Jesus 
people to take an idiom of youth culture 
to express their faith. Yet the movement is 
strangely inconsistent in its blending of cul
ture and religious expression.

Bare feet, long hair, ragged 
clothes—the mod look—are 
blended with a new pietism in 
the movement that defies under
standing by most adults. They 
look like “hippies;” but they talk 
like pietistic fundamentalists.

Coming out of a youth culture 
where permissiveness has recent
ly sanctioned everything, the 
pendulum is now swinging the 
other way.

Commandments Stressed
The movement stresses the 

Ten Commandments. It strong
ly prohibits promiscuity, greed, 
pride, drunkenness, drugs, de
bauchery, laziness, cigarettes, 
etc. A new kingdom in moral 
conduct seems to be waiting in 
the wings.

It is most apparent in the 
Christian communes that have 
sprung up in many major cities, 
long maxi-dresses, sleep upstairs, and never 
go into the boys’ rooms except to clean 
them.

“We want this place to be an example of 
the way Christians should live,” said the 
director of Mansion Messiah, a commune 
in Los Angeles. About 30 single young 
people live there, mostly just studying the 
Bible. A feeling of Puritanism hangs in the 
air. The house has rigid rules and curfews. 
And they have no “moral” problems.

And the youth seem to have the 
ability to accept the discipline with a 
willingness that causes them little distress.

Paradoxically, love is the theme of the 
movement; yet many of the participants 
would reject the situation ethics concept 
that Christians should reject rules in favor 
of doing whatever is “the loving thing to 
do” in each and every situation. Instead, 
they search the Bible for prooftexts for a 
rule for each action.

But if any one trend seems to come 
through loud and clear in the movement, 
it is the theme of love. And love runs 
deep, not shallow, in the heart of the 
gospel.

J

Girls wear

“Baptists Who Know, Care” 
Church members will support Baptist 
work in Tennessee and around the 
world if they are informed of the 
needs by reading the BAPTIST AND 
REFLECTOR.
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