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OUR BRIDGE OF MISSIONS

PRAY FOR THE CAUSES SUPPORTED THROUGH 
THE COOPERATIVE PROGRAM DURING 

OCTOBER-COOPERATIVE PROGRAM MONTH



Kingsport Press, Holston Association 
Send Printing Press To Brazil

A printing press is on the way to Brazil.
Seventy-five churches of Holston Baptist 

Association and several individual gifts have 
raised over $17,000 to finish the project 
begun in June—shipping a 76-inch rotary 
perfector printing press to the Baptist Pub
lishing House in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. The 
press was donated by Kingsport Press 
and will add to equipment being used in 
Brazil since the early thirties. The produc
tion of Bibles will be increased from the 
present 109,000 Bibles printed annually to 
over 300,000.

During the association’s World Missions 
Conference in March, two missionaries 
from Brazil toured Kingsport Press and 
noticed that several presses were being re
placed for a different type operation. The 
company offered them to the Foreign Mis
sion Board, but investigation proved that 
shipping costs would prohibit sending more 
than one machine. Holston Baptist associa
tion voted to raise $10,000, half the esti
mated cost of disassembling, crating, and 
shipping one machine to Rio, with the For
eign Mission Board to bear the remaining 
cost.

In the September meeting, the Executive 
Board of the association voted to apply 
money received over the goal, approximate
ly $7,000, towards shipping costs.

The acquisition of the press is the reali
zation of a dream of further providing
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God’s Word for Brazilians. According to 
Edgar F. Hallock, general superintendent, 
Department of Religious Education and 
Publications, Brazilian Baptist Convention, 
they have been praying for this specific item 
for ten years. The Foreign Mission Board, 
Southern Baptist Convention, in its August 
meeting, expressed appreciation to the as
sociation and others involved in the project.

Methodists, Presbyterians 
Preparing Television Spots'

NASHVILLE—A series of television 
“spots” on survival in the modern world is 
being prepared here by United Methodist 
and United Presbyterian agencies.

Production is being handled by the Meth
odist Television Radio and Film Commis
sion.

The five “spots” will be some available in 
January 1972. They will deal with such 
themes as alienation, loneliness and lack of 
meaning; each will suggest that new aware
ness for dealing with problems can be found 
in God’s presence and strength. (RNS)

pulpit
By Jim Griffith

The work of our churches would 
be greatly strengthened if we could 
bring ourselves to admit the truth 
that the Christian’s “transmission 
lever” doesn’t have a neutral setting.

I like the spirit of the old lady who, 
in the thick of battle during the War 
Between the States, grabbed a fire 
poker and rushed to meet the foe.

When someone chided her, saying: 
“You can’t do much with a poker,” 
she said: “Well, at least I want every
body to know which side I’m on!”

This is a good word of advice for 
today’s lukewarm church member: 
Stop trying to be an “in and out 
Christian” in times that demand that 
we be out and out for Christ.

Choose up sides. Get off the fence. 
Commit yourself to the Master. And 
then, at last the world will at least 
know whose side you’re on.
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Sorrell

Devotional
'What Hath God Wrought'

Numbers 23:23
By H. K. Sorrell, Pastor 

Brownsville Baptist Church, Brownsville
In 1843, Congress reconsidered Samuel 

F. B. Morse’s request to construct a test 
telegraph line. The line ran from the United 

States Supreme Court 
room in the Capitol to 
the city of Baltimore. On 
May 14, 1844, Morse 
stood among a large 
group of spectators and 
tapped out his famous 
message, “What hath 
God wrought.” Alfred 
Vail received the mes
sage in Baltimore and 
repeated it. The tele
graph was a complete 
success, and Morse be

came famous overnight.
Man would do well to ask, “What hath 

God wrought?” God has wrought:
I. A perfect creation

The Bible opens with the “Creation 
Hymn”. And step by step we are led 
to see the unfolding of God’s handi
work. His work of creation was punc
tuated by, “And God saw every thing 
that He had made, and, behold, it was 
Very Good.” There was no blight to 
mar His handiwork. No groans of 
suffering were to be heard. No thorns, 
no briars or thistles were to be found. 

II. A perfect revelation
A. There is the perfect relevation of 

His Word. The Psalmist said: “The 
law of the Lord is perfect, convert
ing the soul: the testimony of the 
Lord is sure, making wise the 
simple. The statutes of the Lord 
are right, rejoicing the heart: the 
commandment of the Lord is pure, 
enlightening the eyes.” Psalm 19:7-8 

B. There is the perfect revelation of 
His Son.
Jesus came to further reveal God 
for He said, “When you have seen 
me, you have seen the Father.” 
In Colossians Paul wrote, “For in 
Him dwelleth all the fulness of the 
Godhead bodily.”

III. A perfect salvation
It had to be perfect for it comes from 
God.
A. It is perfect in scope for it includes 

the entire world.
B. It is perfect in nature for it is by 

grace.
C. It is perfect in need for it meets us 

where we are.
IV. A perfect preparation

Right now Jesus is preparing a perfect 
place for us. It is so perfect that Paul 
said, “Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of 
man, the things which God hath pre
pared for them that love him.” (I Cor. 
2:9)
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Colorado Baptist Leader Among 
12 Injured By Grenade Explosion

JERUSALEM—A grenade, tossed by 
an unknown assailant, exploded on the 
streets of Old Jerusalem, killing a small 
Arab child and injuring 12 persons, includ
ing executive secretary of the Colorado 
Baptist General Convention and two in
dependent Baptist preachers.

Injured were five Arab children and seven 
American tourists, part of an 18-member 
tour group composed primarily of Baptist 
laymen and women from independent Bap
tist churches.

None of the Americans was seriously 
injured. One of the five Arab children 
reportedly lost an eye and another lost a 
leg.

Minor shrapnel fragment injuries were 
sustained by Glen E. Braswell, executive 
secretary of the Southern Baptist-related 
Colorado Baptist General Convention in 
Denver; and six others, all members of in
dependent Baptist churches in Corpus 
Christi, Tex., and Tinley Park, Ill.

Injured slightly were Buddy Murphy, pas
tor of South Crest Baptist Church, Corpus 
Christi, Tex.; Dana Pitman, a 17-year-old 
high school senior who is a member of 
Murphy’s church;

Joe Boyd, an independent Baptist evange
list based in Corpus Christi, and his wife, 
Edith; Alex Noble, a Chicago area construc
tion worker who attends Moody Bible Insti
tute at night; and Bertha Frye, a nurse, both 
of Tinley Park, Ill., and members of the 
Tinley Park Baptist Church, an independent 
Baptist congregation.

Tossed At Tourist Group
Israeli authorities charged that Arab 

guerrilla groups were behind the attack in 
an effort to hurt the Israeli tourist trade, 
according to one news report. A later news 
report indicated that a terrorist group in 
Damascas had claimed credit for the attack.

Braswell, in an interview, said that the 
grenade was probably tossed at the Amer
ican tourist group, not the children playing 
in the streets of Old Jerusalem. It was 
Sunday morning and no one was on the

Stetson Names Two Baptists 
"Ministers Of The Year"

DELAND, Fla.—Two Florida Baptist 
pastors were cited here as “Ministers of 
the Year” by Stetson University, a private 
Baptist school.

They are William R. Flury of Panacea, 
Fla., named “1972 Rural Minister of the 
Year” by Stetson, and Bill Francis Billings
ley of Hollywood, Fla., named “1972 Urban 
Minister of the Year.”

Billingsley is pastor of Sheridan Hills 
Baptist Church in Hollywood. Flury is pas- 
tora of First Baptist Church in Panacea. 
(BP)

street except the tourist group and the Arab 
children.

The group was walking down a decline 
about five or six blocks from the entrance 
of Herod’s Gate to the walled city. They 
were walking along the route called the 
Via Delorosa, the way of the cross, which 
traditionally is the route Christ took to the 
crucifixion.

Braswell said there were five tourists 
walking about 30 feet ahead of the other 
18 tour members, when he and Mrs. Boyd 
at the head of the group saw the grenade 
hit the small Arab girl in the chest and fall 
to the ground.

Fragment Imbedded
“I remember thinking, ‘What is that?’ 

and about that time it exploded,” Braswell 
said. He and the other four were about 15 
feet away. The Arab children were only 
about six feet away. The closest girl suf
fered massive brain damage.

At first, Braswell said he did not even 
realize he had been hit by a grenade frag
ment. His first concern was for Mrs. Boyd 
and the children, he added. There was no 
pain and only after one of the Baptist lay
men pointed to the blood on his chest did 
he realize he had been hit.

They walked back outside the walled city 
and took a taxi to a refugee hospital, and 
then went to a second hospital for minor 
treatment. They did not remove the grenade 
fragments and told the Americans there 
should be no complications.

Braswell said he planned to go to the 
Denver clinic to either have the fragment 
removed, or receive assurance that there 
would be no damage by leaving it. The 
fragment was imbedded about an inch or 
more deep into the flesh of his chest, he 
said. (BP)

Baptist Mission Uses Horse 
Trough For Baptism Service

CALDWELL, Ohio—A n.ew Baptist mission recently organized here did not 
have a baptistry, so it used the handiest thing available for a baptism service for 
four new converts—a horse trough.

Pastor-Missionary Terrell Moore borrowed the horse trough from a nearby 
farm, placed it in front of the pulpit where the communion table stands, sur
rounded it with curtains on temporary frames, and filled it with water.

During the service, he knelt behind the trough, seated each candidate inside, 
and “buried them in baptism,” Baptist-style.

The baptism took place in a 110-year-old Methodist church building, unused 
for 10 years.

The service climaxed eight months of Baptist witnessing in this county 
where there previously was no Baptist church. The efforts to start a new church 
began with home Bible studies, followed by a revival in a rented miner’s hall.

The congregation has now rented the old Barry’s Ridge M.E. church, three 
miles north of Caldwell. (BP)

What's Worse—Movie Or Ads? 
One Newspaper Takes Action

MINNEAPOLIS—A new policy elimi
nating illustrations and limiting the size of 
advertisements for sex-oriented films has 
been announced by the “Minneapolis Star” 
and the “Minneapolis Tribune”. The news
papers will continue to scrutinize copy for 
movie ads, said Harold Hughes, advertis
ing director.

Mr. Hughes said the newspapers went a 
long time under a self-governing set of 
rules asking for reasonableness and taste
fulness in copy presented by the theaters.

“In recent weeks, the rules have been so 
flagrantly disregarded that we have decided 
to adopt a new policy,” he said. He also 
noted there has been an increase in sex- 
oriented films and movie houses showing 
them.

Under the new policy, advertisements 
must be no larger than four column inch
es. (RNS)

Arkansas Judge Gives $50,000 
To Southern Baptist College

Walnut Ridge, Ark.—Judge and Mrs. 
Edward Maddox of Harrisburg, Ark., have 
contributed $50,000 to Southern Baptist 
College here toward construction of a new 
auditorium and fine arts building.

Judge Maddox is an attorney, a former 
circuit judge and a rice grower. He said 
the gift was in memory of his late father, 
H. P. Maddox, also a Harrisburg attorney.

The propose auditorium - fine arts 
building is the first of several campus im
provements planned for the Baptist junior 
college here as part of a $4 million cam
paign conducted by the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention. Southern Baptist col
lege here is to receive $1 million; Ouachi
ta Baptist college, Arkadelphia, is to re
ceive $4 million. (BP)
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Cooperative Program Month

Our cover this week just about says it! The Cooperative 
Program is a bridge to missions. More than that, it is the 
lifeline of our cooperative work around the world, begin
ning in Tennessee. Baptist churches in our state have 
responded generously this year. Prospects for meeting, and 
perhaps exceeding, the convention’s budget are good. We 
believe that the decline in giving in 1970 represented a 
situation which will not repeat itself.

The word is “ADVANCE”. The motive is in God’s 
word. The mission is evangelism. The channel is the Co
operative Program.

Executive Secretary-Treasurer W. Fred Kendall has, 
under the leadership of the Holy Spirit, led Tennessee 
Baptists in sound, progressive paths. We are moving into 
even greater days. The We means Tennessee Baptists. As 
churches prepare for the coming year, generous provision 
should be made for increased support of our world mission 
through the Cooperative Program.

There is no reason why the Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion can not be a leader among Southern Baptists in sup
port of ministries. As we move to the time of observance 
of the centennial of the organization of the convention in 
1974, is it too much to suggest that we look toward at 
least a twenty-five per cent increase in Cooperative Pro
gram gifts by that year?

Guest Editorial

On Paying The Visiting Preacher

Nearly everything has gone up several times over since 
the depression of the 1930s. One of the exceptions, for 
many a church, is the so-called honorarium given pulpit
supply preachers. Despite the fact that travel, presentable 
clothing, meals, and motel charges have skyrocketed, most 
churches are still paying the same amounts for supply 
preaching as in the heart of the depression.

Whether or not to pay anything for supply preaching 
and how much is certainly a matter for the church to 
decide. But we are wondering if the failure of so many 
churches to be realistic in this regard is not an oversight 
rather than the result of definite purposing.

If a church wishes to give an honorarium to a visiting 
preacher it should first consider to what expense the 
visiting speaker has gone to fill the engagement. Air travel 
can easily be ascertained, as can meals and overnight 
lodging at motels. A minimum for travel expense by 
automobile would be 10 cents a mile for the total number 
of miles traveled. These items should first be taken into 
account. Any honorarium should be above these expenses.

Ministers in retirement, especially, are sometimes made 
to suffer by inadequate pay for their services.

“The laborer is worthy of his hire” does apply to 
preachers.

—“Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine”

Holston Association Commended

One definition of public relations is “doing good and 
letting others know about it.” This could apply to mis
sion endeavors also.

The Holston Baptist Association and the Kingsport 
Press are due commendation for a worthy project. In 
process of changing equipment, the Kingsport Press do
nated an expensive printing press to the Foreign Mission 
Board. That wasn’t the whole story. They donated two, 
actually, but it was learned that the cost of shipping more 
than one would be prohibitive. At this point, the Holston 
Association, and interested individuals got busy. They 
raised over $17,000 to ship the 76-inch press to the Bap
tist Publishing House in Rio de Janeiro.

An official of the Brazilian Baptist Convention, Edgar 
F. Hallock, described the press as answered prayer, say
ing they had prayed for this specific item for 10 years.

Hats off to the Association, and the firm which gave 
the press. This is missions in action, and the pastors and 
laymen were involved actively in getting the press on its 
way.

WHOM WE HAVE PIERCED
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Executive Committee Acts Upon 
St. Louis Convention Referrals

By Bobbie Durham

The Executive Committee of the Southern 
Baptist Convention last week took action 
on three St. Louis convention referrals dur
ing the two day session in Nashville. 
These included: a motion by Jim Jones 
of Forest City, N.C. regarding bylaws 
12 and 16; a motion by M. O. Owens, 
Gastonia, N.C., regarding The Baptist Pro
gram magazine; and a motion by J. H. 
Spencer, of Alabama, requesting more fi
nancial support for foreign missions.

In response to the Owens motion referred 
to the Administrative Committee by the 
Executive Committee, the recommendation 
was “that an earnest effort was made by 
the editors of The Baptist Program to 
present a balanced response to the article. 
We believe that no good cause will be 
served by continuing the controversy in The 
Baptist Program.” Owens had made the 
motion that a conservative scholar refute 
an article in the magazine entitled “Shall 
We call the Bible Infallible?”

The Executive Committee voted to 
“acknowledge the Spencer motion and re
port that “everything possible is being done 
to increase funds to the Foreign Mission 
Board with consideration to the urgent needs 
of other agencies.”

The 63-member committee proposed 
amendments to the convention’s Bylaw 12 
and Bylaw 16, both relating to voting 
procedures at the denomination’s annual 
meeting. Both amendments must be ap
proved by the Southern Baptist Convention 
next June in Philadelphia.

Recommendations Agency
Bylaw 16 would be clarified by specifying 

that a referral clause applies to “recom
mendations by an agency,” rather than to 
motions from the floor.

The proposed amendment would provide 
that “recommendations by an agency which 
are not published in the (SBC) Book of 
Reports or Convention Bulletin shall ... be 
referred to the Executive Committee or to 
such other committee as the convention 
may direct.”

The amendment would reverse a parlia
mentary ruling at the 1971 convention in 
St. Louis which applied the current bylaw 
stipulation to motions from the floor which 
related to SBC agencies but were not 
printed in the Book of Reports or SBC 
Bulletin.

Action by the Executive Committee came 
in response to two bylaw changes proposed 
by Jim Jones of Forest City, N.C., who had 
asked that the convention delete the Bylaw 
16 statement which now reads, “Any motion 
cr resolution affecting such agency or 
institution, which is not included in its 
printed report, shall ... be referred to the 
Executive Committee . . . .”

Thursday, September 30, 1971

Jones also recommended that a section 
in Bylaw 12 dealing with voting procedures 
assigned to the SBC committee on order of 
business be deleted saying the committee 
could possibly recommend that a motion 
introduced one year might be held over 
until the next year.

The Executive Committee changed one 
word to indicate scheduling of votes should 
come during the same year a motion is 
introduced. It recommended substituting 
the word “that” for the word “the” so that 
the phrase would read: . action thereon
to be taken at a subsequent session of that 
(not “the”) convention.”

Other Recommendations
Other recommendations passed by the 

Executive Committee included:
* A recommendation from the Committee 

of Fifteen that “The Baptist Program (jin 
eluding The Bulletin Service and The Mat 
Service) be transferred from the service of 
general convention administration,” and 
“That The Baptist Program be used to 
concentrate on: A. The promotion of the 
Cooperative Program, and B. Interpretation 
of Convention programs to the life of 
churches.”

This recommendation was passed unani
mously by the Executive Committee at the 
Tuesday, September 21 session. Wednesday 
it was brought before the committee a 
second time, by Wallace Denton, professor 
at Purdue university. A motion was made 
and carried that the recommendation from 
the Committee of Fifteen be reconsidered 
and referred to the Administrative Sub
committee. The motion passed. A report 
will be made by the Administrative Sub
committee in February.

* A loan will be granted to Midwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary of $325,000 
for the development of a mobile home 
park.

* Action taken in 1968 relating to the 
Radio and Television Commission on solici
tation of funds was changed to read: “That, 
in keeping with Section VI of the Business 
and Financial Plan, the Radio and Tele
vision Commission be authorized to solicit 
funds from viewers and listeners of televi
sion and radio programs who write first to 
the Radio and.Television Commission.”

* A five per cent cost of living increase 
in the Executive Committee salary schedule, 
effective Jan. 1, 1972 if government regula
tions permit. (Recommendation from the 
Administrative Committee)

* Referred to the Sunday School Board 
a request to eliminate the position of 
doctrinal reader and a request to delete the 
word “Broadman” from the Broadman 
Bible Commentary.

European Baptist Unions 
Support 690 Missionaries

RUSCHLIKON, Switzerland—Baptist un
ions of Europe currently support about 
690 missionaries who work outside Europe, 
according to a bulletin prepared by the 
European Baptist Missionary Society and 
reported by European Baptist Press here.

Ten countries in Europe which cooperate 
in mission work through the Europen Bap
tist Missionary Society have 60 workers 
abroad. The British Baptist Missionary 
Society supports 252.

German Baptist churches support 80 mis
sionaries in cooperation with other mission
ary societies, and the Swedish Baptist Union 
supports 84 missionaries. The Bantis-. 
Union of Norway reports 33 missionaries.

The Oerebro Mission (Baptist) of Swede? 
has the highest number of missionaries in 
relation to its total membership. With 
about 19,500 members, the Swedish Baptist 
group supports 150 foreign missionaries

In addition, the Baptist Union of Den
mark has 19 missionaries, the Portuguese 
Baptist Convention has four, and the Baptist 
Union of Ireland, eight. (BP)

Southwestern Enrolment 
Is Largest In 11 Years

Fort Worth, Tex.—The fall registration 
of 1920 students at Southewestern Baptise 
Theological seminary is the largest in ele\ en 
years according to Felix Gresham, dean of 
students, and includes 72 from Tennessee.

The total includes 1671 men and 249 
women and is an increase of 75 stldents 
over the 1970 fall semester.

The school of theology recorded 1282. 
an increase of 57 over last year.

The 184 enroled in the School of Church 
Music represent the highest enrolment for 
any single semester in the history of that 
school.

The School of Religious Education re
ported 454 enroled.

This is the fifth consecutive year in which 
enrollment at Southwestern has increased.

* Asked the SBC Home Mission Board 
and the Radio and Television Commission 
to study jointly the use of television for 
evangelism and to report back in February.

* Adopted resolutions of appreciation for 
the work of retiring workers W. L. Howse, 
Education Division director for the Sunday 
School Board; L. O. Griffith, Communica
tions Division director for the Home Mis
sion Board; and George W. Cummins, 
Chaplaincy Division director for the Home 
Mission Board.

* Adopted a nine month Executive Com
mittee operating budget for 1972 of 
$259,200.

* Approved a policy for inviting up to six 
students to the Executive Committee meet
ings.

* Selected the Hilton Hotel as the 1973 
convention headquarters in Portland, Ore.
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Dissertation Examines Role 
Of SBC Presidential Address

MAGNOLIA, Ark.—The annual presi
dential address to the Southern Baptist Con
vention plays a key role in promoting unity 
and harmony in the denomination, a pro
fessor at Southern State college here has 
concluded as a result of extensive research 
for a doctoral dissertation.

Robert L. Hartsell, assistant professor of 
speech at Southern State college, said the re
search had revealed that the annual conven
tion presidential address “definitely has the 
effect of promoting unity and harmony” in 
the convention, regardless of the individual 
president delivering the address.

Hartsell observed, however, that there is 
no way to measure the effectiveness of any 
one presidential address on specific actions 
of the convention, since it is only one of 
many elements of influence on convention 
actions. Only when a convention action or 
resolution refers specifically to the presi
dential address can the action be attributed 
to that influence, he said.

Hartsell examined the role of the annual 
presidential address to the Southern Baptist 
Convention during the years 1950-70. It ap
parently is the first study of its kind in the 
denomination.

In an article prepared for the Arkansas 
Baptist Newsmagazine, Hartsell identified 
three major aims for the presidential ad
dress: “To promote convention unity and 
harmony, help maintain doctrinal purity 
and foster denominational relevance.”

“The presidents have used it (the address) 
to ‘set the tone' of the convention, or to en
counter live controversial issues,” he noted. 
“The address, then, is issue-centered rather 
than simply ceremonial. All of the presi
dents used it to mold convention attitudes 
and opinions.”

In a few cases, proposals made by con
vention presidents in their addresses re
sulted in convention action. In 1923, a 
portion of President E. Y. Mullins’ ad
dress was adopted by the convention as its 
own statement. Mullins, president of South
ern Baptist Theological seminary, dealt with 
evolution in the address.

In 1956, C. C. Warren, then pastor of 
First Baptist church, Charlotte, N.C., pro
posed the 30,000 Movement (to establish 
new churches and missions) in his address. 
The convention later adopted his proposal.

Brooks Hays, former Congressman from 
Arkansas, recommended a committee on 
world peace in his 1958 address. The com
mittee served briefly, and then turned its 
duties over to the denomination’s Christian 
Life Commission where they are still being 
carried on.

In a 1950 controversy over a constitution 
amendment excluding members of churches 
affiliated with the Federal Council of 
Churches as convention officials or employ
ees, President R. G. Lee’s address built such 

a case for the autonomy of the churches 
that his address was voted the expression of 
the convention. z

In his analysis, Hartsell praised the 1962 
presidential address of Herschel Hobbs, pas
tor of First Baptist church of Oklahoma 
City, describing it as a “masterful address” 
to help convention messengers “understand 
the issues involved in the (theological) con
troversy and to deliberate intelligently upon 
them.”

“If it were possible to isolate any one 
human force which preserved the conven
tion from a split” during the 1962 theolog
ical controversy, “Hobbs’ address probably 
would be that force,” Hartsell wrote.

The theological controversy which Hobbs 
inherited as president was “stirred up 
rather than settled” by sweeping charges 
against liberalism in Baptist schools and 
seminaries in the 1960 and 1961 presiden
tial addresses by Ramsey Pollard, pastor of 
Bellevue Baptist church, Memphis, Hartsell 
observed.

The three-year controversy waned after 
the convention in 1963 adopted a “state
ment of Baptist Faith and Message” prepared 
by a committee composed of 24 state con
vention presidents’ under Hobbs’ chairman
ship. Hobbs helped set the stage for its 
adoption in his 1963 address, the study 
said.

Neither W. A. Criswell nor Carl Bates 
referred specifically to a theological con
troversy in 1970-71 over the Broadman 
Bible Commentary, although Criswell did 
have a strong section in his presidential ad
dress in the 1970 convention on “doctrinal 
conviction.”

On the issue of race relations, former 
Arkansas Congressman Brooks Hays during 
his 1958 and 1959 presidential addresses 
tried to set the stage for adoption of the 
SBC’s Christian Life Commission report on 
race relations, but the convention only re
ceived the reports “as information.”

In 1965, when the Christian Life Com
mission brought a strong recommendation 
on race relations, the convention voted in
stead to accept a substitute motion leaving 
the question of racial matters in the hands 
of local churches. Hartsell observed: Presi
dent Wayne Dehoney, then pastor of First 
Baptist church, Jackson, Tenn., “had said 
nothing in his 1965 address to help passage 
of the commission’s statement. In fact, his 
dismissal of the racial issue as relatively 
unimportant may have encouraged the wa
tered down amendment.”

In 1968, H. Franklin Paschall, pastor of 
First Baptist church, Nashville, “gave the 
most courageous and clear-cut statement of 
any convention president” on race rela
tions, saying that “Christianity and racism 
are incompatible,” wrote Hartsell. After the 
address the convention adopted a “State-

Franzen Elected President
Of Swedish Baptist Seminary

BROMMA, Sweden—Bert Franzen, pas
tor of the Baptist church of Uppsala, 
Sweden, has been elected president of Beth
el Seminary, theological school of the Bap
tist Union of Sweden located here.

He will assume the new position Jan. 1, 
1972, when David Lagergren, current presi
dent of the seminary, becomes general sec
retary of the Baptist Union of Sweden.

Bromma, a suburb of Stockholm, is the 
location of both the seminary and the offices 
of the Baptist Union.

Franzen studied at Bethel Seminary, the 
European Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Ruschlikon, Switzerland, at the Faculty of 
Theology in Zurich, and at the University 
of Uppsala.

Before going to the pastorate in Uppsala, 
he was for two years editor of Veckoposten, 
weekly newspaper of the Baptist Union of 
Sweden. (BP)
ment on the Crisis in the Nation” which 
“stands as the strongest (statement) to date.”

In the article written for the Arkansas 
Baptist Newsmagazine, Hartsell also ex
amined the influence of the presidential ad
dress on relations with other Christian 
groups, autonomy of the churches and 
social implications of the gospel.

He also described the nature of each 
president’s addresses, characterizing some 
of the addresses like this:

“R. G. Lee’s addresses were the most 
‘literary’ in character; . . . Herschel Hobbs’ 
the most intellectual, and W. A. Criswell’s 
the most sermonic. The president with the 
strongest memory probably was H. Frank
lin Paschall, who delivered his 1967 and 
1969 addresses with almost word-for-word 
fidelity to his prepared text without using a 
manuscript.

“Ramsey Pollard drew the most repeated 
response of any president,” Hartsell con
tinued, “with 22 ‘amens,’ 12 bursts of ap
plause and 11 appeals of laughter.

“Wayne Dehoney drew the loudest and 
most sustained peal of laughter,” Hartsell 
observed, when he said that if the conven
tion were to ever split, “I’ll go which ever 
way the Relief and Annuity Board goes.”

Generally, he wrote, “the address ... is 
primarily convincing and secondarily stimu
lating and motivational. The speakers use 
much amplification—narration, description, 
exposition—but almost no argumentation.”

In the study, Hartsell paid tribute to the 
presidents “for their part in keeping the 
convention close to its original missionary 
purpose, focused upon the scripture as its 
authority and centered in the will of God 
as manifested in the leadership of the Holy 
Spirit.

“. . . Year after year the typical president 
has dealt with the issues of greatest im
portance before the convention and has 
attempted to provide positive leadership of 
a constructive nature in a direction calcu
lated to strengthen and unify the conven
tion,” Hartsell concluded. (BP)
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Religious Leaders Ask Congress 
To Oppose Prayer Amendments

By W. Barry Garrett

WASHINGTON—Eight Baptist leaders 
and the Baptist Joint Committee on Public 
Affairs joined 29 other national religious 
leaders and organizations in a petition to 
Congress “to oppose any and all prayer 
amendments to the Constitution.”

In a 383-word communication, hand de
livered to the office of each member of the 
House of Representatives, the leaders of a 
large segment of the nation’s denomi
nations appealed for Congress not to tamper 
with the religion clauses of the First 
Amendment.

“We express the long-standing official po
sitions of the nation’s religious faiths which 
affirm the adequacy of the First Amend
ment to protect religious interests and to 
ensure religious rights,” the petition said.

Baptist leaders signing the petition are: 
Carl Bates, president, Southern Baptist Con
vention; Mrs. Marcus Rohlfs, president, 
American Baptist Convention; Alton L. 
Wheeler, general secretary, Seventh Day 
Baptist General Conference; S. S. Hodges, 
executive secretary, Progressive National 
Baptist Convention Inc.; Joseph H. Jack- 
son, president, National Baptist Conven
tion, U.S.A. Inc.; G. K. Zimmerman, exec
utive secretary, North American Baptist 
General Conference; Warren R. Magnu
son, general secretary, Baptist General 
Conference; and Hubert Porter, associate 
general secretary, American Baptist Con
vention.

The immediate cause of the alarm of 
these religious leaders is the possibility that 
a proposed constitutional prayer amend
ment could soon be sent to the floor of 
the House of Representatives for a vote.

Discharge Petition Requested
A lobby group of more than 30 persons 

headed by Mrs. Ben Ruhlin of Cuyahoga 
Falls, Ohio, has been active on Capitol Hill 
for several weeks seeking to persuade Con
gressmen to sign a “discharge petition” for 
House Joint Resolution 191. This resolu
tion, introduced by Rep. Chalmers P. Wy
lie (R., Ohio), is similar to dozens of others 
which advocate an amendment to the Con
stitution to provide prayers in public 
schools.

A discharge petition, if signed by 218 
Congressmen, relieves a committee of its 
responsibility for a certain piece of legis
lation and puts the matter directly on the 
floor of the House of Representatives for 
a vote. The proposed prayer amendments 
are now bottled up in the House Judiciary 
Committee, whose chairman, Emanuel Cel- 
ler (D., N.Y.), opposes any changes in the 
Constitution’s provisions for religious lib
erty and separation of church and state.

The prayer amendment advocates have 
succeeded in getting 199 Congressmen to 

sign the discharge petition. Five of them 
later removed their names, leaving the fig
ure at 194. With 24 more signatures, unless 
other Congressmen remove their names 
from the list, the prayer amendment must 
be voted on by the House of Representa
tives.

A counter movement against the dis
charge petition has developed due to the 
success of the prayer amendment lobbyists. 
This movement is asking Congressmen not 
to sign the discharge petition, or if they 
have signed it, to remove their names.

Court Decision Misinterpreted
The prayer amendment movement de

veloped after the decisions of the U.S. Su
preme Court ruled that prayers by school 
children cannot be under government au
thority or sponsorship. This decision has 
been widely misunderstood and misinter
preted to mean that the Supreme Court pro
hibited school children from praying, the 
religious leaders said.

In their petition to Congress, the reli
gious leaders said: “We affirm the right of 
school children or any other segment of 
the population to engage voluntarily in 
their own prayers without government au
thorization or supervision. This right is 
adequately protected by the First Amend
ment as it now stands. For this reason we 
also affirm the wisdom of the Supreme 
Court decisions in 1962 and 1963 which 
properly prohibited government intrusion 
into the religious activity of school chil
dren.”

The proposed prayer amendment to 
which the churchmen are opposed reads as 
follows: “Nothing in this Constitution shall 
abridge the right of persons lawfully as
sembled, in any public building which is 
supported in whole or in part through the 
expenditure of public funds, to participate 
in nondenominational prayer.”

The religious leaders view such an 
amendment as “opening the doors for gov
ernmental intrusion into the religious af
fairs of the people.” And they declared, 
“This we protest.”

The statement of opposition to the 
prayer amendment pointed out that the 
major religious faiths themselves have never 
been able to achieve concensus on a defi
nition of prayer, much less a definition of 
“nondenominational prayer.”

“We deny that any elected body or gov
ernment authority has the right to deter
mine either the place or the content of 
prayer, as is implied in the proposed 
prayer amendment,” the religious spokes
men declared.

Prayer A Sacred Privilege
They continued: “To authorize govern

ment by a constitutional amendment to in

Baptist Association Names 
7T rouble-Shooter7

The Northern Baptist Association in 
Britain has appointed a minister to provide 
leadership in the association, explore prob
lem situations in depth, and work on vary
ing church projects. He is Edgar Wright, 
minister at Frinton-on-Sea in Essex since 
1952. He is slated to take up his new post 
in northern England in November.

Said to be the first appointment of its 
kind in Britain, and perhaps the first in 
Baptist history, it is described by one Bap
tist authority as “the practical answer to 
the total situation facing our churches and 
the need for experiment in ministry.”

Wright will be a kind of roving church 
trouble-shooter who will move into areas 
which have problems and give v, hates er 
help is necessary and possible. (EBPS) 

tervene in the sacred privilege of prayer, 
long enshrined in the character and tra
dition of our nation, is to make of gov
ernment a judge of theology and an ad
ministrator of religious practice.”

“If such a proposed amendment be
comes a part of the Constitution of rhe 
United States, a new religion of ‘nonde- 
nominationalism’ would in a measure be
come established which could destroy the 
integrity of both church and state.” they 
concluded.

In addition to the Baptists, the other 
signers of the petition to Congress, in 
elude:

American Ethical Union, American 
Humanist Association, the Church of the 
Brethren, Executive Council of the Epis
copal Church, Friends Committee on Na
tional Legislation, General Board of Chris
tian Social Concern of the United Meth
odist Church, Mennonite Central Commit
tee—Peace Section, National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.,

Joint Advisory Committee of the Syna
gogue Council of America and the National 
Jewish Community Relations Advisory 
Council, consisting of: American Jewish 
Committee, American Jewish Congress, 
B’nai B’rith, Anti-Defamation League, 
Central Conference of American Rabbis, 
Jewish Labor Committee, Jewish War 
Veterans of the U.S.A., National Council 
of Jewish Women, Rabbinical Assembly, 
Rabbinical Council of America. Union of 
American Hebrew Congregation, Union of 
Orthodox Jewish Congregations of Ameri
ca, United Synagogue of America, and 85 
state, county and local Jewish community 
councils.

Also, Richard J. Niebanck, secretary 
for social concerns, Board of Social Minis
try, Lutheran Church in America; Office of 
Church and Society, United Presbyterian 
Church in the United States; Council for 
Christian Social Action, United Church of 
Christ; Unitarian Universalist Association; 
and William P. Thompson, stated clerk 
United Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. 
(BP)
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^eppesseeNcWsBricfs
Steve Ownby was ordained into the gos

pel ministry at Pleasant Heights church, Co
lumbia. Ordained as deacons at Pleasant 
Heights was M. B. McKinney, Amos Mc
Carter, and Rex Delozier.

John McElroy and H. Edward Anderson 
were ordained recently as deacons by the 
Glenwood church, Powell. Charles M. Sha- 
rits is pastor.

Ordination services are scheduled for 
Sunday, Oct. 3 at Northview church, Mem
phis, according to Bob Kendig, pastor. Wis
ter Turner, Paul Vaden, Mike Collier, Jesse 
Gault, Gary McGinnis, and Jerry Yount 
will be ordained as deacons. This will be 
the first ordination service for the church.

MISSIONARY PERSONNEL
W. E. Richardson, father of Mrs. Virgil 

H. Moorefield Jr., missionary to Switzer
land, died recently in Jefferson City. Mrs. 
Moorefield lived in Columbia and Leba
non. Her husband was born in Hop
kinsville, Ky., and also lived in Clarksville, 
Tenn. They may be addressed at Baptist 
Theological seminary, 8803 Ruschlikon, 
Switzerland.

Mrs. Jack D. Hancox, missionary to the 
French West Indies, may now be addressed 
at 1300 Cannstatt Dr., Huntsville, Ala. 
35803. Her husband has remained on the 
field. Natives of Tennessee, he is from 
the Maryville area, and she is the former 
Doris White of Columbia.

Mr. and Mrs. Robert T. Golmon, mis
sionary appointees to Malaysia-Singapore, 
are attending a 14-week orientation program 
at Callaway Gardens in Georgia. Mrs. Gol
mon is the former Angelyn Deaton of Jack- 
son. He is a Mississippi native.

Also attending the orientation program 
are Dr. and Mrs. Trent C. Butler, mission
ary appointees to Switzerland. Before their 
appointment in July, Butler was serving as 
assistant professor of religion at Atlanta 
Baptist college. She is the former Mary 
Burnett of Nashville.

Miss Pat Stooksburg departed recently 
for a two-year term of service as a mission
ary journeyman to Ecuador. She is a na
tive of Knoxville and a graduate of Carson- 
Newman college, Jefferson City.

Larry Barr is now serving as a mission
ary journeyman in Colombia. He is a grad
uate of East Tennessee State university, 
Johnson City and a native of Virginia.

Miss Shirley Mohundro has begun a two 
year term of service in Kenya. She is a 
Tennessee native and a graduate of Blue 
Mountain college in Mississippi. She re
cently completed journeyman training at 
Meredith college, Raleigh, N.C.

Fred C. Schatz, sociology professor at 
Belmont college, Nashville, has been cited 
by the State of Tennessee House of Rep
resentatives “In recognition of outstanding 
services to the state and extraordinary in
terest in governmental processes has been 
appointed honorary sergeant-at-arms of the 
Tennessee House of Representatives.”

Eugene White, Glenn Melton, Douglas 
Swayne, Bill Clemmer, Wilburn Fetzer, and 
Ross Elkins were ordained as deacons re
cently at North Etowah church, Etowah.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES
Jerry McGehee has resigned as pastor 

of Oak Grove church, William Carey As
sociation, after twelve years of service.

Virgil Blankenship has resigned from 
First church, Sharon, to become pastor of 
First church, Russellville, Ky. He served 
the Sharon church for over nine years.

Melvin Allison is the new pastor of Cal
vary' church, William Carey Association. 
The new pastor at Elora church is Donald 
Woodward, coming from Huntsville, Ala. 
Also in that association, William Banks 
resigned as pastor of the Molino church.

West View church, Stone Association, has 
called Joe Morgan as minister of music. He 
replaces Garry Hogan.

Lewis Bratcher, a former member of the 
Executive Board of the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention, is the new pastor of Maine 
Street church, Brunswick, Maine. Bratcher 
served on the Administrative Committee of 
the Executive Committee and served also 
on the Baptist And Reflector Liaison Com
mittee. He was pastor of First church, 
Kingston.

Glorieta Assembly Begins 
Fourth Winter Season

GLORIETA, N.M.—Glorieta Baptist As
sembly is open this year for its fourth con
secutive winter season from Sept. 1 - May 
31.

Approximately 60 different conferences, 
including three Ski Santa Fe Bible Con
ferences, are scheduled for 15,000 guests.

All guests will stay in Glorieta’s Chap
arral Inn, where Bible study will be con
ducted throughout the week.

The ski conference for college students, 
Jan. 9-15, will have as conference leader 
James Dunn, secretary of the Christian 
Life Commission, Baptist General Conven
tion of Texas. Single adults attending Jan. 
16-22 will have as conference leader Bob 
Boyd, director of the assemblies division, 
Southern Baptist Sunday School Board. 
Felix Wagner, director of the division of 
missions, Baptist Convention of New Mexi
co, will lead the conference for young 
marrieds, Jan. 23-30.

Dr. Albright Dies At 80;
Bible Scholar, Archeologist

BALTIMORE—Dr. William F. Albright, 
one of the world’s leading biblical arch
eologists and longtime professor at Johns 
Hopkins University, died here at the age of 
80.

The Methodist scholar had won numer
ous honors for his investigation of ancient 
languages and his archeological excavations 
which located the sites of many biblical 
towns. Since 1956 he has been senior editor 
of the Anchor Bible, a series of biblical 
translations and commentaries by various 
scholars. Dr. Albright was a co-author of 
the 17th volume in the series, The Book of 
Matthew.

When photographs of the texts of the 
Dead Sea Scrolls were sent to him by a col
league in Israel, Dr. Albright verified their 
authenticity and became the first expert out
side Israel to call the scrolls genuine.

The-son of American missionaries to 
Chile, Dr. Albright graduated from Upper 
Iowa University and won a scholarship to 
Johns Hopkins in 1916. From 1920 to 1929 
he was affiliated with the American School 
of Oriental Research in Jerusalem. Later 
he joined Johns Hopkins as a professor of 
Semitic languages. (RNS)

BOARD APPROVES BUDGET
The Executive Board of the Tennessee 

Baptist Convention Tuesday (September 
28) adopted a budget of six million dol
lars for the 1971-1972 fiscal year begin
ning November 1. This is an increase 
of $325,000.00 over the present coopera
tive program budget of $5,675,000.00. 
The budget will be recommended to the 
convention when it meets in Gatlinburg 
in November.

Missionary Harold R. Watson, director of 
the newly opened Mindanao Baptist Rural 
Life Center, explains to Filipinos how 
rabbit raising can provide a good source of 
meat for protein as well as income. (Photo 
by Bob Stanley)
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RELIGION AROUND THE WORLD
Washington, D.C.—The National Council 

of Churches has come to the defense of 
three Wisconsin Amish families who refuse 
to send their children to public high 
schools. The defendants are Jonas Yoder, 
Adin Yutzy, and Wallace Miller.

A “friend-of-the-court” brief was filed 
here asking the U.S. Supreme Court to up
hold a Wisconsin Supreme Court ruling 
exempting Old Order Amish youths from 
education which is compulsory until age 16. 
The NCC, which does not have the Amish 
among its 33 Protestant and Orthodox 
member churches, stated that the Amish 
educational mode has a far better record 
than the public schools since it has “pro
duced no felons and no public welfare 
cases.”

Chicago—Thomas C. Campbell has been 
named president of the Chicago Theological 
seminary, an institution affiliated with the 
United Church of Christ.

He succeeds Edward F. Manthei who 
has gone into the pastorate. Mrs. Robert 
W. Reneker, a member of the board of 
trustees, served as interim president. The 
seminary is the oldest institution of higher 
education in Chicago. It was chartered in 
1855.

Geneva—The World Council of Churches 
will hold its Fifth Assembly, set for 1975, 
somewhere in Indonesia, it was announced 
here.

The decision was made at a recent meet
ing of the Council’s executive committee in 
Sofia, Bulgaria. The WCC has approxi
mately 250 Protestant and Orthodox mem
ber churches. Legislating General Assem
blies are held every seven years.

Oklahoma City, Okla.—Sale of nursing 
homes in McAllen, Brownsville and Har
lingen, Texas to the Lutheran Good Sa
maritan Society of Arthur, N.D. was or
dered by a U.S. district iudge here.

The North Dakota society submitted a 
hish bid of $1.6 million for the properties, 
which were owned by Four Seasons Nurs
ing Centers of America Inc. Four Seasons 
is undergoing court-ordered reorganization 
under the Federal Bankruptcy Law.

Dallas—R. Matthew Lynn, a former 
moderator of the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S. (Southern), has been named the first 
head of a new Presbytery of the Covenant 
covering 54 Texas counties.

He resigned as pastor of the First Pres
byterian church, midland, where he served 
24 years, to take the post of the general 
presbyter of the new regional unit.

New Orleans—The National Council of 
Churches’ anticipated 1972 income from 
member denominations is 25 per cent less 
than that received in 1970, according to 
recent reports.

The policy-making General Board of the 
Protestant and Orthodox organization was 
told here that $6,787,890 is expected from 
member churches next year. This com
pares to $8,991,787 given in 1970 and 
$7,528,365 budgeted in 1971.

Duncanville, Tex.—The Wycliffe Bible 
Translators broke ground here recently 
for a $4 million International Linguistic 
Center.

The independent miss:on organization 
and its Summer Institute of Linguistics will 
use the suburban Dallas facility for re
search and training in techniques of trans
lating oral languages into written form.

No completion date has been set for the 
center. Initial units for education, adminis
tration and housing are scheduled for the 
fall of 1972. Later additions will include a 
library and museum, a cultural facility, and 
expanded residential space.

Toronto, Ont.—Two hundred children 
registered this fall at the new elementary 
school sponsored by People’s church here 
as an alternative to the “atheistic and ag
nostic teaching” in the public schools.

William Vimont, principal of the school, 
said the emphasis will be on patriotism, 
discipline and morals.

People’s church is an independent funda
mentalist congregation which was founded 
by Oswald Smith, the current pastor’s 
father, in 1928.

Texas Baptist Board Would Allow 
Hospitals To Accept U.S. Grants

DALLAS—The executive board of the 
Baptist General Convention of Texas has 
approved sections of a controversial report 
recommending that nine denominational 
hospitals be allowed to accept U.S. capital 
grants and long-term, low-interest govern
ment loans.

Before applications for such funds can 
be made, the decision must be approved 
by the annual meeting of the state con
vention in October.

The 192-member executive board 
turned down recommendations that would 
have permitted non-Baptists to serve as 
hospital directors and would have given 
the board interim authority to release hos
pitals from Baptist control.

However, the members did refer to the 
annual meeting a request from the Me
morial Baptist Hospital System of Hous
ton that it be given independent status.

The proposal that the nine hospitals be 
allowed to receive federal funds was made 
after a year-long study on ways to meet 
the rising costs of health care.

One adopted recommendation would al
low hospital trustees “to apply for and 
accept capital grants for new and improved 
services where the hospital is using facili
ties in the care of recipients under federal

New River Association officers picrurcJ 
are: (left to right) Patsy Bashers, assistant 
clerk; Robert Burchfield, missionary; Mrs. 
Robert Burchfield, WMU director; Argo 
Carson, out-going moderator; William 
Cather, newly-elected moderator; Gary 
Parker delivered the annual sermon, and 
James Jeffers was elected clerk. The associ
ation held its annual meeting at Ivy Grove 
church, Clinchmore.

or state programs.” This passed by a vote of 
66 to 50.

The second measure would permit hos
pitals to “utilize federal low-interest, long
term loan arrangements where this will re
lieve the difference between payments for 
services for recipients of government pro
grams and the cost of providing the facili
ties required.” The vote was 67 to 59.

W. A. Criswell, pastor of Dallas’ First 
church and former president of the South
ern Baptist Convention, appealed for ac
ceptance of the hospital study report.

“It’s a new day,” he said, “and if we 
don’t change with it in our method of ap
proach and appeal, I think we’re going to 
die. The day is coming when Baptist peo
ple will have no institutions, and when that 
day comes you’ll find Baptists declining in
to a tiny, withering sect.”

Criswell opposed a minority report call
ing for use of funds acquired through sev
erance of hospitals from Baptist control for 
mobile health units.

“Are you serious in trying to tell me 
you’re going to substitute a hospital min
istry in a truck for Baylor Hospital, Me
morial in Houston or Hendricks in Abi
lene.”

Texas Baptists earlier released Baylor 
Dental College in Dallas and last year the 
Southern Baptist Convention gave up hos
pitals in New Orleans and Jackson, Miss.

Memorial Hospital in Houston, if it is 
given independence by the state convention, 
will delete the word “Baptist” from its title 
but would retain a certain percentage of 
Baptist trustees. (RNS)
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UNIFORM SERIES
Sunday School Lesson for October 3, 1971

GOD CALLS MEN
By Charles R. Ausmus, Pastor 

Lincoln Park Baptist Church, Knoxville

Exodus 3:1-14
The setting of our lesson is the call of 

Moses at the burning bush, in the backside 
of the desert, near Mount Horeb. The bush 

burning continuously is 
a symbol of the presence 
of God. Remember the 
smoking lamp and blaz
ing furnace in the vision 
to Abraham. Then there 
was the pillar of fire by 
night. John the Baptist 
promised “He shall bap
tize you with fire.” On 
the day of Pentecost 
“tongues of fire sat upon

Ausmus them”. “Our God is a 
consuming fire” (Heb.) 

The burning bush and the call made a 
threefold appeal to Moses. (1) To his 
sight, (2) his hearing and (3) his heart.

Moses was commanded to remove his 
sandals, he was on holy ground. Always 
we must approach God with the attitude of 
awe, humility, reverence, and respect. Our 
position, dress, decorum, and attitude of 
mind reflect our response to God.

Moses offered a threefold excuse for not 
responding: (1) I am not worthy. (2) I 
cannot speak fluently. (3) The people won’t 
receive or believe me.

God Who Calls
The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

“I am that I am.” He is Jehovah—the cov
enant God—the self existent. He is the God

HOLY LAND TOUR
Dec. 27-Jan. 5—Only $649—First Class— Experi
enced Tour Director—Special Features—Write 
Today: Dr. Cecil Sutley, Ouachita Baptist Univer
sity, Arkadelphia, Ark. 71923.

or Phone Toll-Free 
1-800-241-3166

FIRST MORTGAGE CHURCH BONDS
Registered as to principal and interest 

Interest payable semi-annually

Write CHURCH SECURITIES, INC.
(Formerly Church Investors)

4095 Clairmont Road Atlanta, Ga. 30341

of all generations. He is the God of the 
individual. He is the God of different per
sonalities. He is the God who makes prom
ises and covenants and keeps them. He is 
the God of compassion; He knows their 
sorrows. He is the God with a program and 
power. He is the God of action, “I am come 
down to deliver.” He is the God who an
swers the prayers and cries of his people.

Ground of the Calling
God is sovereign. He reigns and rules 

over the universe. He is sovereign in nature, 
in redemption, and in judgment. His call 
to man is grounded in his sovereign will. 
It is grounded in his love—“God is love.” 
This divine love and flaming compassion 
prompted his call to Moses to go after his 
people. God’s call to man is grounded in 
his eternal plan and purpose. He is the 
God of history. Paul speaks of his purpose 
in 2 Tim. 1:8-9. His calling is grounded in 
holiness and judgment.

Goal of the Calling
The first goal of the calling is Revelation. 

God seeks to reveal himself to Moses and 
to all men whom he calls. He reveals him
self as the knowable God—the great “I 
am,” the ever present, eternal Jehovah.

Another goal is to carry forward through 
Moses his plan for his people, his kingdom, 
and the bringing of his son to the earth to 
be our Savior. God calls to help the help
less, to lift the fallen, to comfort the bro
ken, to heal the sick, to open the eyes of the 
blind, to deliver his people from bondage, 
and preach the gospel.

God calls men today, and he calls to re
pent, he calls to believe, he calls to surren
der, he calls to serve, he calls to the prom
ised land; he calls all men to follow Jesus.

Gracious Promises Accompany the Call
“And he said, certainly I will be with 

thee” (v. 12). His presence is our guide. 
His presence is our sustaining power, his 
presence is our victory. He promised 
through Isaiah “I will never leave thee nor 
forsake thee.” Jesus promised, “Lo, I am 
with you always.”

Another promise: “Ye shall serve God 
upon this mountain.” It was here that God 
manifested his glory in the giving of the

Black Baptists Score Attacks 
On Police, Question 'Busing'

Cleveland—The National Baptist Con
vention, U.S.A. Inc., which claims to be 
the largest black organization in the U.S., 
closed its annual session here by support
ing police and questioning the wisdom of 
busing children to other neighborhoods for 
their education.

The Church said in one of a series of 
resolutions that some persons oppose all 
police by applying the words “police bru
tality.”

A resolution said there is “no organized 
and planned conspiracy” among police to 
justify charging all police with brutality. It 
also expressed sympathy to families of po
licemen killed in the line of duty.

The resolution continued:
“We would invite all of our citizens, 

young and old, to refuse to join with any 
element that will create a climate and a 
condition that renders a community ex
posed to threats and dangers because of 
their actions.

“It is better for people who feel that 
their rights have been violated to submit 
the matter to the courts of the land than 
to seek to avenge themselves through the 
use of firearms or any form of violence.”

School busing as a means of integration, 
another resolution said, “is not and cannot 
be a solution to the problem.”

The Church statement took no stand 
either for or against busing, but questioned 
“the wisdom of having children in the fore
front of this battle.” (RNS)

law. Here Moses brought water out of the 
rock. Here by lifting of Joshua’s hands, 
victory was won over Amelek. Here Elijah 
received a glorious vision.

The call of God is a promise of his pres
ence, power for miracles, and a warning to 
that one who refuses his call. The worship 
and service of God is the great end of his 
people’s deliverance. God’s promise and 
presence always accompanies those who hear 
his call and engage in his redemptive work. 
God calls even now: “I will send thee.”

“When he calls me I will answer
I’ll be somewhere working for my Lord.”

Beginning with the lessons for Oc
tober, the first appearing in this issue, 
Charles R. Ausmus, pastor of the Lin
coln Park Baptist church in Knoxville, 
will be our lesson writer for the Sunday 
School uniform series for the next six 
months.

Ausmus is a graduate of Harrison- 
Chilhowee academy, Carson-Newman 
college and Southwestern Baptist Theo
logical seminary. Long active in de
nominational affairs, Ausmus received 
the Doctor of Divinity degree from 
Carson-Newman in 1969.
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Graham Tells Baptists Society 
Decadent, But Revival Coming

Fort Worth—Evangelist Billy Graham 
told Baptist seminary students here that al
though society is becoming more and more 
decadent and immoral, he believes the 
world is on the verge of great spiritual 
awakening and revival.

“The devil is really working more than 
I’ve ever seen him before,” Graham told a 
chapel audience at Southwestern Baptist 
Theological seminary here.

“Satan worship, sorcery, and witch
craft are gaining nationwide emphasis ev
ery day,” he observed.

“Still, I have never seen God working in 
such power as he is right now,” Graham 
told the overflow crowd of students and 
faculty members at the Baptist seminary.

“The mood of revival is sweeping a- 
cross the face of the globe,” the renowned 
evangelist said. “We are either in an awak
ening right now or on the verge of an 
awakening.”

Pointing to the Jesus movement among 
youth in America, Graham added that re
vival has also broken out in Rumania and 
Czechoslovakia, and that Christians in 
China are memorizing entire books of the 
Bible.

“It is almost like what the early Chris
tians did,” Graham observed. “They went 
everywhere ‘gossiping’ Jesus.” (BP) by

J. HERBERT GILMORE

Bill Allowing Tax-Exempt Units 
To Tobby* Offered In Congress

Washington, D.C.—Legislation has been 
introduced to amend the Internal Revenue 
Code to allow certain tax-exempt chari
table organizations to lobby for the public 
interest in Congress on a basis equal to that 
of private business.

Co-sponsored by D.C. Delegate Walter 
E. Fauntroy, a Baptist minister here, Rep. 
James W. Symington (D.-Mo.), and Rep. 
B. F. Sisk (D.-Calif.), the bill is designed 
to permit tax-exempt groups, including re
ligious organization, to lobby without fear 
of losing their exemptions.

Fauntroy, a Democrat, said in comment
ing on the potential impact of the legis
lation:

“In a society that is as technologically 
complex and legally oriented as ours, it 
seems to me to be inherently unfair that 
organizations whose interest is the public 
good and welfare are prohibited from be
coming involved in the legislative process 
when the views they express can have the 
equalizing effect so necessary to counter 
the well orchestrated private business as
sociations.”

“It has been argued,” he continued, 
“that the Congress cannot operate effective
ly without the lobbying groups. Lobbying 
activities, however, must not be a one-way 
street in which the articulated interest 
groups are those whose backing are the 
well-heeled money persons.” (RNS)

“One of the most practical books for preachers facing 
racial tensions that I have seen in many years. Soundly 
biblical, concise, possesses a timelessness that comes 
only from Bible-based preaching. Gilmore has that 
prophetic and practical note that makes heavenly 
truth come down to earthy—James M. Dunn, 
Secretary, Christian Life Commission, Texas

ORDER FROM YOUR

J. Herbert Gilmore
Here are the sermons that 

lay at the heart of the 
much-publicized crisis in 

Birmingham’s First Baptist 
Church. They are sermons that 

courageously proclaim the Word 
and the will of God, and that 
offer help and understanding 

to all Christians wrestling with 
the conflicts involved in the 

effort to achieve racial justice. 
Just as importantly, they offer 

dramatic evidence of the power 
of the Word proclaimed. 

“Tow are not living the word of God 
when you say to a (black) fellow, 

c Now God loves you...but I don’t 
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'New Religions' Increase Membership 
From 100,000 To 2.5 Million In Decade

NEW YORK—Adherents to “the new 
religions of America”—Eastern, avant-garde 
Christian and indigenous cults—have jump
ed from 100,000 to 2.5 million in the last 
10 years, according to a study published 
here.

Peter Rowley begins his book called 
“New Gods in America” (McKay) with a 
statistical roundup.

Bom in Britain but educated in the U.S., 
the author is a journalist known on both 
sides of the Atlantic. His investigation of 
“new religion” took him from the Associa
tion for Research and Enlightenment 
through Zen.

Mr. Rowley has not accepted all the 
figures supplied by many recently-developed 
religious groups. For example, he says that 
he estimates that Scientology has 600,000 
followers in the U.S. instead of “about 5 
million” cited to him.

He lists Scientology as the largest of the 
“new religions.” In second place he puts 
Nichiren Shoshu (200,000), known in Japan 
as Soka Gakkai, meaning Value Creation 
Society. This sect, Rowley reports, em
phasizes peace and physical activities and 
involves extensive chanting in services 
where believers “worship a scroll of paper.”

Other groups with more than 100,000 
participants discussed by Mr. Rowley 
include:

—Spiritual Scientists, containing both old 
and new elements of spiritualism and not 
organized as a whole.
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—-Maharishi, an expression of trans
cendental meditation taking its name from 
Maharishi Mahesh Yogi, the Hindu teacher 
from India.

—I Ching, a form of “spiritual aid” based 
on the Chinese “Book of Changes.”

—Yoga, a type of Hinduism which offers 
a variety of systems for meditation.

—Black Muslims, based on the teachings 
of Elijah Muhammad, born in Georgia as 
Elijah Poole.

—Baha’a, a syncretistic faith launched in 
Persia many decades ago. Mr. Rowley says 
it has doubled its U.S. membership in the 
past 10 years.

Religious communities of many types 
and organized hippie religions are also said 
to have 100,000 members. (RNS)

Southwestern Fee Hike
Gets IRS Nod, Says Seelig

Fort Worth, Tex.—A matriculation fee 
increase at Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary has received approval from the 
Internal Revenue Service, according to John 
Seelig, assistant to the president at the semi
nary.

He said a letter from Ellis Campbell Jr., 
district director of the IRS gave government 
approval of the increase.

The letter said that after reviewing the 
facts in the situation, “we believe the in
crease is in compliance with the presidents 
executive order on thewage, rent and price 
freeze.”

Seelig said the matriculation increase, 
which raised the fee from $65 per semester 
to $100 per semester, had been agreed upon 
by all six Southern Baptist seminaries last 
fall. The fee at Southwestern was voted 
upon in March by the board of trustees, 
published in the seminary’s catalog in April 
and students started registering under the 
new fee structure in June.

The IRS ruling came after two students 
complained of the increase and asked for 
an opinion earlier this month.

American Baptist Convention 
Shows Gain In Mission Budget

VALLEY FORGE, Pa.—A report issued 
by the Division of World Mission Support 
covering the first eight months of 1971 
indicates that the total mission budget shows 
a gain of 5.1 per cent over the same period 
for 1970. The total income from Parts I 
and II is $9,132,575 as of August 31, 1971. 
This figure includes the America for Christ 
(A.F.C.) offering, $645,143. The A.F.C. is 
up 20.1 per cent over 1970.

The 1971 A.F.C. offering is within 15 per 
cent of its goal of $750,000. Taking to heart 
the theme, “When Your Heart Responds,” 
congregations already have contributed more 
than the total A.F.C. giving for all of 1970. 
(ABNS)

Union Names Religious 
Affairs Advisory Board

David J. Irby, dean of Religious Affairs 
at Union university, has announced the elec
tion of 23 Southern Baptist pastors and de
nominational leaders to the Religious Affairs 
Advisory Board at Union.

The 23 new members will serve on the 
45-member board for terms of one to three 
years.

Named were David Clark, Jackson pas
tor; Shirley DeBell, McNairy Association 
superintendent of missions; Milton E. Scott, 
Cahokia, Ill.; Kenneth Storey, Germantown 
pastor; Joe Cobb, Northeast Mississippi 
junior college; Bob Emerson, Ellendale 
pastor.

Also elected were Miss Mary Jane Neth- 
ery, Tennessee Baptist Convention WMU 
executive secretary; Bobbie Douglas, Mem
phis pastor; Robert Armour, Beulah Asso
ciation; Jay Chance, Brotherhood Commis
sion in Memphis; Denzel Dukes, Milan pas
tor; William Dunning, Columbia State com
munity college; Mrs. Sarah Emerson, Harde
man County Board of Education; John 
Flowers, Senatobia, Miss., pastor; H. A. 
Hunderup, Millington pastor.

Other pastors included Vance Marberry, 
Olive Branch, Miss.; Jack May, Ripley First 
church; Don Milam, Park Avenue church, 
Memphis; Neil Moore, Booneville, Miss.; 
Bobby Moore, Forrest City, Ark.; William 
Prince, Union Avenue church, Memphis; 
Howard Rich, Speedway Terrace church, 
Memphis; and James Roberts, Oakville Me
morial church, Memphis.

Moral Scene
• Deadliest drivers on the U.S. highways, 
a new government study shows, are di
vorced men. Total fatalities for 1950-1967 
were 737,395, a rate of 25 per 100,000 
population. The death rate for divorced 
men, however, ran to 122 per 100,000, five 
times the average. (For divorced women, the 
rate was 32 per 100,000.)

(“The Periscope,” Newsweek, 2/22/71)
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Cauthen Says China May Repudiate 
Communism, Or Become Super Power

Nashville—The masses in mainland 
China could repudiate Communism after 
the death of its elderly leaders, or Red 
China could become a world super power, 
the executive secretary of the Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board predicted 
here last week.

Baker J. Cauthen, administrator of the 
nation’s largest Protestant mission force 
and former missionary to China, made the 
predictions in an address before a Southern 
Baptist Communications Conference spon
sored by the denomination’s Executive Com
mittee.

The future of China, he said, could bring 
the emergence of another great super power, 
or it could include the fragmentation of 
Communist leadership, or the masses of 
people could even reject Communism com
pletely.

Cauthen did not say which of the pos
sibilities he felt was most likely.

On the possibility of China’s becoming 
a super power, Cauthen described the 
Chinese mainland as a “colossus” from the 
standpoints of size, natural resources and 
human capabilities. He quoted Arnold 
Toynbee, saying, “The 21st century may be 
the Chinese century.”

“Retarding Facts”
The image some westerners have project

ed of Chinese ignorance and lack of educa
tion is false, he said. “They have great 
capacity, great intelligence.”

The Baptist missionary to China from 
1939-45 added that there are “retarding 
factors” to China’s becoming a super power.

They include, he said, the drag of China’s 
tremendous population of more than 800 
million, the sharp cleavage between Russia 
and China, and Japan’s tremendous econom
ic strength and possible future military 
might.

When asked what will happen when 
Chairman Mao Tse-Tung and Premier 
Chou En-lai die or lose power, Cauthen 
said . . . there is a possibility that Commu
nist leadership, and all of China might 
fragment. “China has a history of frag
mentation between great dynasties.”

Concerning the possibility of complete 
rejection of Communism on the death of 
Mao and Chou, Cauthen pointed out that 
“the current (Communist) system is so un- 
Chinese that it has ridden rough-shod over 
what has made China China.

“Confucius’ philosophy has been com
pletely repudiated,” he pointed out. “Mao 
has said, ‘You must deal with a Confucian 
like a rat.’ ”

Hatred Still Present
He added that Communism has destroyed 

the family system, which for centuries was 
rooted deeply in Chinese culture.

On the thaw in United States-Red China 
relations, Cauthen said that regardless of 

apparent better relations, the Red Chinese 
still hate the United States because of pre
vious mistakes of the western world in 
trying to relate to China.

Also, the United States stands between 
Formosa and mainland China, between 
the Red Chinese and the enemy they want 
to destroy, he said. Thus America is caught 
in a long-standing and deep hatred between 
Nationalist China and Red China.

An added factor is that the Communism 
of China is the most violent kind of Com
munism, far more violent than Russian 
Communism. “And we are the fury of their 
hatred.”

In the matter of U.S. relationships with 
Red China, he advised taking “the long, 
long look—wait, watch, listen and address 
ourselves to the people, the masses, with 
love and concern.

“We need to engage in dialogue with 
them and talk and talk and talk. We should 
be slow to make any agreements, for when 
a Communist makes an agreement, it is a 
step toward an objective out in the future,” 
he said. (BP)

Catholic Assembly Asks End 
Of Church Ties To Spain

Madrid—A national assembly of Roman 
Catholic bishops and priests has called 
for an end to the ties between the Spanish 
Church and the Spanish government.

The assembly, 94 bishops and 151 priests 
representing all dioceses, also called for 
improvements in the field of human rights 
in Spain, including recognition of the right 
of conscientous objection to military serv
ice and the right of freedom of expres
sion.

These recommendations were contained 
in a series of 53 resolutions approved, 
Sept. 15, by two-thirds majorities.

The assembly, first of its kind in Spain, 
was presided over by Cardinal Vicente 
Enrique y Tarancon, Archbishop of Tole
do and newly-appointed Apostolic Admin
istrator of Madrid.

Another resolution, which fell short of 
the required two-thirds majority but was 
expected to be approved on a second vote 
after minor rewording, expressed an apolo
gy for the role of the Catholic Church 
during the 1936-39 Civil War in Spain. 
(RNS)

Fulfill Your Dream of a Lifetime!
Visit the HOLY LAND with a past 

President of the Southern Baptist Convention 
DR. WAYNE DEHONEY 

(College-Seminary Credit Offered) 
Departure January 3 — 10 Days 

Write or phone for details 
2103 High Ridge Rd., Louisville, Ky. 40207

AC 502-893-5424

Survey Discloses 15% Of U.S.
Youth Tried Marijuana

New York—A survey by Columbia uni
versity’s School of Public Health revealed 
that 15 per cent of American youth ages 12 
to 17 have tried marijuana, and 10 per 
cent said they have not used the drug but 
would like to try it.

The Columbia study was part of a na
tionwide investigation of marijuana use in 
high schools. It was presented in Newark, 
N.J., at the First International Conference 
on Student Drug Surveys.

In other related drug activities, Dr. Je
rome H. Jaffe, head of the Presidential 
drug addiction office, announced in Wash
ington that military personnel who were 
found to be addicted during pre-discharge 
examinations wou.d be assigned to Veterans 
Administration hospitals, even against their 
will.

The Columbia university marijuana 
study, based on a national sampling of ado
lescents, showed that girls were as likely 
as boys to use the drug. Of the total sample. 
9 per cent said they had used ampheta
mines; 7 per cent, barbiturates; 5 per cent, 
glue; 4 per cent, LSD, and 1 per cent, 
heroin.

Young people from families having in
comes of more than $15,000 a year were 
found to be three times more likely to use 
marijuana than youth from families earning 
$10,000 a year or less. The Far West had 
the highest percentage of marijuana users 
(23 per cent); followed by the Northeast 
(20 per cent); North Central states (13 per 
cent) and South (11 per cent). (RNS)

A BAPTIST 
Cjbook store
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Sunday School Lesson for Sunday, October 3, 1971

Announcing His Coming
By W. R. White

Baylor University, Waco, Texas

Basic Passage: Luke 1:1-80
Focal Passage: Luke 1:26-38

The coming of God into history in the 
person of Christ was the greatest innovation 
of all time. The activities of God through 
Christ constituted the supreme miracle of 
all history.

There were a number of prophetic antici
pations of this epochal event—the invasion 
of history by Almighty God Himself. It 
created considerable excitement among 
those spiritually ready and among some who 
were conscious of an untenable and insin
cere position. The first group was filled with 
joy but the other type was filled with fear.

Most of the world moved or milled pur
poselessly and blindly on as if nothing un
usual was about to happen. This is the way 
of the vast majority even when a new era or 
a new emancipation is being developed. Few 
generations are aware of the presence in its 
midst of enduring greatness.
A Peasant Maiden Prepared
Luke 1:26-33

Mary was of the line of David. She was 
a very devout woman, well versed in the 
scriptures. She was waiting for the promise 
which Jehovah had made to send the Mes
siah.

Very likely in one of her moments of 
deep meditation and profound communion 
with her Lord, the angel, Gabriel, appeared 
unto her. He addressed her in such a lofty 
manner so as to leave her greatly mystified. 
Gabriel announced to her that she had been 
selected of all women to be the mother of 
the Son of the Most High.

This overwhelmed her with amazement 
and perplexity. How could it be that she, 
who had not known a man, even though 
engaged to Joseph, could become a mother?

She was assured that her child would be 
God’s Son who would be ruler in the house 
of Jacob forever and would possess a king
dom that would never end.
The Mystery Expounded
Luke 1:34-37

The puzzling mystery of how she could 
be a mother without a man being in the 
picture was further expounded by Gabriel. 
The power of the Holy Spirit would over
shadow her with the creative power of the 
Most High and a holy being would be 
formed who would come forth as the Son 
of God. His name would be Joshua or Je
sus. He would save His people from their 
sins.

The power that brought the universe and 
all life into existence would achieve the 
incarnation of our Savior through a woman.

The first woman was made from a man. 
The last man or last Adam was brought into 
history by a reverse order.

Gabriel announced to Mary that her cou
sin, Elisabeth, was six months with child 
even though she was past the age for child
bearing. By a supernatural act a virgin was 
to give birth to a child while a barren wom
an and her husband were able to have a 
child by supernatural enablement. One was 
the forerunner and the other the Messiah 
Himself.
The Submissive Virgin
Luke 1:39

Mary, still very much mystified no doubt, 
believed God’s message and submitted to 
His will.

There are many human problems here 
but no impossibility with God. The miracles 
referred to with particular emphasis on 
the virgin birth, are above nature but not 
contrary to nature. Life unquestionably is 
normally coming into being in a different 
way from the way it first appeared. This is 
true whether we take the teachings of the 
Bible or the speculations of science.

Some scientists claim that under a certain 
combination of elements and favorable con
ditions, life comes into being by a chemical 
reaction. They maintain that scientists are 
getting close to reinacting this process now.

To this we have two or three replies. The 
first statement is a great speculation based 
on indications and not facts. Our second 
reply is that if men are able to create life 
in the laboratory, it will have to be guided 
by a creative intelligence. Man does possess 
the image of God which involves a certain 
measure of creativeness. In the third place, 
we reaffirm that if both of our assumptions 
of science are correct, we still do not have 
life coming into being by such a process 
normally. If scientists can produce innova
tions in nature, why cannot God do the 
same?

Brigham Young Home 
Restored In Illinois

NAUVOO, Ill.—The home of Brigham 
Young, second president of the Mormon 
Church, has been restored as part of a 
comprehensive plan to create “the Williams
burg of the West” in old Nauvoo.

Nauvoo—the Mormon version of the 
Hebrew word “beautiful place” — was 
settled by Joseph Smith, founder of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
(Mormon), and his followers in 1839. They 
came here after religious persecution forced 
them to leave Kirkland, Ohio and then In- 

| dependence, Mo. (RNS)

Foundation

My Lord, Why?
By Jonas L. Stewart 

Executive Secretary-Treasurer
The question comes often to the lips of 

people, “My Lord, Why?” When it comes 
it is almost always because some adverse 
situation has arisen. It is strange that you 
seldom hear the question when the abun
dance of God’s blessings flow. It is because 
we have the opinion that we deserve so 
much of the good and must always question 
God when it does not come?

“My Lord, Why?” is a good question to 
ask in these days of affluence. God’s people 
have more of this world’s goods than ever 
before. This is for a purpose. The Lord’s 
work, promoted by Tennessee Baptists, needs 
those surplus assets. He has provided them 
for us. Can we not recognize a stewardship 
here that causes us to provide them for Him 
when we no longer need them? Christian 
stewards all over the state are realizing this. 
More and more people are contacting the 
Tennessee Baptist Foundation, Dr. Jonas 
L. Stewart, Executive Secretary-Treasurer, 
Box 647, Brentwood, Tennessee 37027, to 
inquire about a living trust fund or for in
formation about preparing a Christian Will.

Look at what God has given you and 
ask, “My Lord, Why?” and you, too, may 
want to seek help from our office without 
obligation.

American Baptists Plan Massive 
Housing, Nursing Care Project

Washington, D.C.—The American Bap
tist Convention plans to build a $30 million, 
1000-unit housing complex for families 
having low or moderate incomes and for 
the elderly, plus a nursing home on an 
eight-acre site 19 blocks from the White 
House. It will be a national showcase for 
the ABC’s housing efforts.

Negotiations for the site, on which the 
former “Henderson Castle” stood from 1888 
to 1949 and which was once the center of 
Washington’s social life, had been in prog
ress for two years. The reported cost of 
the site is $2.7 million, pending federal ap
proval of the Baptist proposal.

Developer of the project, the American 
Baptist Service Corporation of Valley 
Forge, Pa., plans 400 units for low or 
moderate income families, 400 to 600 
units for the elderly and a 480-bed nurs
ing home. There will be 12 floors above 
ground and five floors underground.

The property, unoccupied since 1949 
when the castle was torn down, is one of 
the largest remaining undeveloped sites in 
the District of Columbia and was admin
istered by the trustees of the Agnes E. 
Meyer estate. Mrs. Meyer, widow of Eu
gene Meyer, former publisher of The Wash
ington Post, put the land in a trust fund 
for her descendants in 1946. (RNS)
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From the
Executive Secretary

By W. Fred Kendall

Kendall

Jude writes about “the salvation we share 
in common” (TEV) or in other words “our 
common salvation”. The word he used is 

the words which the 
Greeks used for sharing. 
It is the word from 
which we get our Eng
lish word “coin”. Our 
coins are standard and 
are used by all the peo
ple. What Jude had in 
mind is that there is one 
plan of salvation and it is 
to produce the same re
sults of salvation and in
ner spiritual change in all 
Christians.

In Acts 4:32 it is stated that “the multi
tude of them that believed were of one 
heart and of one soul.” Paul in writing to the 
Ephesians sets forth this most important 
fact that Christ breaks down the differences 
and brings unity in the true believers. To
day’s English Version has a good and vivid 
translation of Eph. 4:1-6 “I urge you then— 
I who am a prisoner because I serve the 
Lord: live a life that measures up to the 
standard God set when he called you. Be 
humble, gentle, and patient always. Show 
your love by being helpful to one another. 
Do your best to preserve the unity which 
the Spirit gives, by the peace that binds you 
together. There is one body and one Spirit, 
just as there is one hope to which God 
has called you. There is one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism: There is one God and 
Father of all men, who is Lord of all, works 
through all, and is in all.”

The New Testament clearly teaches that 
true Christians will be led to a spirit of 
unity. They will share a common salvation 
which Jude describes. The old conflicts of 
the flesh and the jealousies and selfish am
bitions will be changed and brought into 
subjection to Christ. Christians will have a 
common purpose and they will have a com
mon faith and will share in following Christ 
and His way of life.

Today our world is torn by dissension and 
strife. There is hatred and groups have 
become polarized in their objectives around 
certain movements and ideas. Many times 
reason gives way to emotion and logic suf
fers at the hands of the most deep seated 
prejudices which refuse to give way even to 
Christian principles.

Even churches have suffered from this 
divisive spirit of the times. We have heard 
a lot of talk about diversity of views and 
of beliefs. It seems that some have stressed 
diversity and disunity as a virtue instead of 
realizing that it can be the opposite. Now 
we know that individual minds will draw 
different conclusions and people will have 
some differing views. But the Holy Spirit

On Matters of

By Dr. B. David Edens, 
Director, Marriage and 
Family Program 
Stephens College 
Columbia, Missouri 65201

Modern Report Cards 
Avoid Letter Grades

Parents may fail to understand some of 
the complicated new report cards passed 
out in the nation’s suburban elementary 
schools, but the children won’t feel like 
failures—which is the point of eliminating 
letter or number grades.

Suburban schools are the trailblazers in 
the switch from a stark ABCE evaluation of 
subject mastery to detailed descriptions 
of individual progress on every level of a 
subject, reports the National Educational 
Assn.

Organization statistics indicate that 10 
per cent of primary school pupils are already 
taking home tearless report cards and the 
trend is just getting underway. Seventy-three 
per cent of school systems are still giving our 
letter or number grades to first graders; 
many schools use such broad designations 
as “satisfactory,” “improving” or “unsatis
factory.”

At first the new progress level report may 
seem to say much and tell little to parents 
geared for instant frown or smile. Until 
they get the hang of the approach and the 
lingo they may feel that only the teacher 
knows for sure just how a child is doing.

Educators generally believe the change is 
a good one. Says NEA spokesman William 
L. Pharis “the progress level report is the 
best answer we have right now. It does a 
fair job of reporting without labeling the 
child. We can’t let reporting become the 
ends rather than the means. We want learn
ing to be the goal.”

does not lead two groups to have exactly 
opposite views. Christ did not harden 
the “wall of partition” about which Paul 
speaks. He broke down the walls. He came 
to bring unity of the Spirit and to bring His 
people to share in a common faith in Him.

Somewhere we seem to have lost the 
teaching of Christ and the whole New 
Testament about this vital matter of true 
fellowship in Christ. It is time we began 
seeking to recover it. In times of severe 
persecution and trial, Christians have often 
shown a remarkable unity. They have also 
shown such unity in great spiritual revivals 
and in great movements of evangelism and 
missionary action. When believers rally 
around Christ and really stay close to Him 
in seeking to carry out His will they will 
stay together and the spirit of love will pre
vail. We need to pray for the Holy Spirit 
to lead us into such a spirit of unity.

Historically
From the files

50 YEARS AGO
Joe H. Jennings, Parsons church, 

was ordained by that church and then 
called as its pastor.

Carson-Newman college, Jefferson 
City, reported a fall registration for 
1921-22 of 285. There were 30 candi
dates for the B.A. degree. There was 
an extreme shortage of student hous
ing available.

Holt’s Corner church, New Duck 
River Association, held revival serv
ices with C. F. Clark of Nashville 
preaching. Sixteen were added to the 
church, and a baptism service was 
held at Brotherhood Trout Creek. J. 
E. Sullivan was pastor.

20 YEARS AGO
Marvin Lucus Garrett of Union 

City was one of three young people 
appointed for missionary service at 
the September meeting of the For
eign Mission Board. He will go to 
Africa as a teacher with his wife, 
Mary Ellen.

First church, Humboldt, Hayward 
Highfill, pastor, ordained Don Booker 
to the ministry. He was serving as mis
sionary for Baptist Chapel, an arm of 
First church, Humboldt.

Dr. and Mrs. J. B. Lawrence were 
sent to Alaska by the Executive Com
mittee of the Home Mission Board to 
do new Baptist work in the territory.

10 YEARS AGO
Plans were announced for the con

struction of a new octagon-shaped 
building to house the Southern Bap
tist Convention offices in Nashville. 
The estimated cost of construction 
was $700,000. The structure was to 
be located on James Robertson Park
way, aproximately one mile from the 
Baptist Sunday School Board.

Edwards Point Chapel was dedi
cated at Signal Mountain. It was be
gun in 1959 under the sponsorship of 
Signal Mountain church. Cost of the 
building was $14,000. Mission pastor 
was Herschell Smith. Signal Mountain 
pastor was A. B. Coyle.

R. N. Sanders was the new pastor 
of First church, Kenton. He had 
served previously for two years with 
the English-speaking congregation in 
Tegucigalpa, Honduras, C en t r a 1 
America. He was a graduate of Union 
university, Jackson, and Southern 
seminary, Louisville.
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Arkansas Convention Committee 
Defines Term, ‘Regular Baptist’

LITTLE ROCK, Ark.—A committee of 
the Arkansas Baptist Convention, after- a 
two-year study and a controversy that has 
simmered for six years, will make four 
recommendations to the state convention 
here Nov. 16-18 seeking to “clarify” re
quirements for membership in the conven
tion.

The 25-member committee was appointed 
two years ago during the height of a con
troversy spawned in 1968 when the conven
tion withdrew fellowship from four churches 
that practice either “alien immersion” or 
“open communion.”

The four churches were ousted from the 
convention on the basis that they did not 
meet requirements in the convention’s Con
stitution limiting membership to “regular 
Baptist churches.”

When the 1971 convention meets at 
Second Baptist Church here in November, 
the committee of 25 will recommend adop
tion of a definition of the term “regular 
Baptist church.” This is the way the com
mittee’s definition of the term reads:

Statement Adopted
“Regular Baptist churches are those Bap

tist churches which in doctrine and in prac
tice adhere to the principles and the spirit 
of the ‘Baptist Faith and Message’ (state
ment) as adopted by the 1963 session of the 
Southern Baptist Convention.”

Last year, on the committee’s recom
mendation, the Arkansas convention adopt
ed the “Baptist Faith and Message” state
ment as its own expression.

According to the Encyclopedia of South
ern Baptists, “alien immersion” is defined as 
baptism by immersion by a church of a dif
fering ecclesiastical fellowship or order (ie, 
a non-Southern Baptist church). “Open 
communion” is a practice by a local church 
permitting persons in addition to members 
of that local congregation to partake of 
the Lord’s Supper.

Though the “Baptist Faith and Message” 
statements has a section on “Baptism and 
the Lord’s Supper,” it does not specifically 
rule out a Baptist church’s accepting the 
immersion of another church for its mem
bers, or deny the practice of “open com
munion.” The statement says:

“Christian baptism is the immersion of 
a believer in water in the name of the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. It is an
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act of obedience symbolizing the believer’s 
faith in a crucified, buried and risen Saviour, 
the believer’s death to sin, the burial of 
the old life, and the resurrection to walk in 
newness of life in Christ Jesus. It is a 
testimony to his faith in the final resurrec
tion of the dead. Being a church ordinance, 
it is prerequisite to the privileges of church 
membership and to the Lord’s Supper.

Constitution Changes Asked

“The Lord’s Supper,” the statement con
tinues, “is a symbolic act of obedience 
whereby members of the church, through 
partaking of the bread and fruit of the vine, 
memorialize the death of the Redeemer and 
anticipate His second coming.”

The committee’s four recommendations 
to the convention in November call for three 
constitution changes to define the term “reg
ular Baptist churches” in various sections of 
the Constitution. Passage by two successive 
conventions is required on all constitution 
changes.

No indication was given by the committee 
on who would decide whether or not a spe
cific church met the stipulation of adhering 
“in doctrine and in practice” to the state
ment of Faith and Message.

In 1965, the convention voted to with
draw fellowship from First Baptist church, 
Russellville, Ark., because the church prac
ticed “alien immersion.”

Again in 1968, the convention voted to 
withdraw fellowship from four churches, 
including the Russellville congregation, be
cause they practiced with “alien immersion” 
or “open Communion” and therefore were 
not “regular Baptist churches.”

Carl Overton, associational missionary of 
the Ashley County Baptist Association in 
Hamburg, Ark., made the 1968 motion, 
citing previous convention resolutions which 
he said stated that churches which engage 
in these practices are not “regular Baptist 
churches.”

At the 1969 convention in Fort Smith, 
Ark., Dillard Millar, pastor of First Baptist 
church in Mena, Ark., made the motion 
asking for the committee to define the term 
“regular Baptist churches” and to “clarify, 
specify and recommend policies regarding 
membership in this convention.”

In addition to the Russellville church, oth
er churches excluded by the 1968 conven
tion are First Baptist church, Malvern, Ark.; 
University Baptist church, Little Rock; and 
Lake Village Baptist church, Lake Village, 
Ark.

None of the four churches sent messen
gers to the state convention last year.

Wilson Deese, pastor of West Helena 
Baptist Church, West Helena, Ark., is chair
man of the committee of 25 making the 
recommendation defining the term “regular 
Baptist church.” (BP)

California Board Recommends 
Budget, Names Three To Staff

FRESNO, Caiif.—The Executive Board 
of the Southern Baptist General Convention 
of California meeting here voted to rec
ommend a record $2.8 million budget and 
named three new staff members.

Named as editor of the “California 
Southern Baptist” was Donald T. McGregor, 
associate editor of the “Baptist Standard” in 
Texas. Elected as director of stewardship, 
education and promotion was William H. 
Bell, pastor of Temple Baptist church, Red
lands, Calif.

Appointed Baptist Student Union director 
at the University of California, Berkeley, 
was Delmore F. Olson, pastor of Calvary 
Baptist church, Lafayette, Calif.

In other major actions, the convention’s 
Executive Board recommended adoption of 
a proposed 1972 budget totalling $2.8 mil
lion. If approved by the state convention in 
November, the budget would represent an 
increase of $70,000 in Cooperative Program 
goal.

The board also adopted a recommenda
tion commending state assemblymen and 
senators who participate in a weekly prayer 
breakfast in Sacramento, Calif., for “setting 
this example of refiance upon God.”

In electing new staff members, the board 
named McGregor to succeed J. Terry 
Young, who resigned in June as editor of 
the “California Southern Baptist”. The Tex
as newsman will assume the position effec
tive Oct. 11. (BP)

Crowds Jam New Stadium
For Graham Crusade In Texas

IRVING, Tex.—Evangelist Billy Graham 
brought his Crusade for Christ to this su
burban city nestled between Dallas and Fort 
Worth, and the Graham charisma and or
ganization drew 42,300 people to the new 
Texas Stadium for the opening of the 
Greater Southwest Crusade.

The evangelist said the opening night 
crowd of the 10-day crusade “may be the 
largest first-night audience” in the history 
of his 25-year ministry.

“There are enough people here tonight 
to fill Madison Square Garden in New York 
City twice,” he said.

Although there is no over-all theme for 
the crusade, Graham has repeatedly aimed 
his comments at the younger generation. 
His opening night sermon was keyed to the 
hit, rock opera, “Jesus Christ, Superstar.”

There are a lot of things about the rock 
opera I don’t like, things I think are blas
phemy. But one thing I do like, it’s 
asking the right question, ‘Jesus Christ, who 
are you?’ ”

While Crusade officials had estimated 
average attendance at the crusade would be 
around 40,000, local leaders had expressed 
greater optimism, which appeared to be ac- 
surate when 51,200 persons streamed into 
the 65,000-seat stadium for the second 
service on Sept. 18. (RNS)
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