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tevpretation

A Disappointed Tribune
By Herschel H. Hobbs

“Art not that Egyptian, which before 
these days madest an uproar, and leddest 
out into the wilderness four thousand men 
that were murderers?”—Acts 21:38.

A Roman tribune commanded a thou
sand soldiers. This one’s name was Claudius 
Lysias (Acts 23:26). He thought that he 
had caught a prize prisoner in Paul. He 
assumed that such an uproar meant that 
he was a certain Egyptian who had stirred 
up sedition against Rome by leading four 
thousand “murderers” (Assassins, a band of 
cutthroats). Josephus mentions this incident.

But when Paul spoke Greek to him (v. 
37) he questioned whether or not he was this 
man. Still hoping, he asked a question 
which invited an affirmative answer (v. 38).

Paul replied that he was a Jew of Tarsus, 
asking if he might speak to the people. 
When permission was granted Paul spoke 
to the mob in the “Hebrew” or Aramaean 
tongue. This was the language spoken by 
the Jews at this time. Had he spoken in 
Greek it would have been like pouring 
gasoline on a fire. But when they heard 
their own language they listened.

In his speech Paul recounted his history, 
including how he became a Christian (Acts 
22:1-21). This was Paul’s favorite defence. 
His audience listened attentively until he
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finally said that the Lord had sent him unto 
the “Gentiles.” This hated word set off 
the mob again.

So the tribune brought Paul into the 
tower of Antonia, and ordered that he be 
scourged. This was regulation procedure in 
order to get a prisoner to talk. Whipping 
an uncondemned man as in Philippi!

As a centurion (commander of 100 men) 
was preparing to whip him Paul asked if 
it was legal to do this to a Roman citizen, 
especially one who had not been con
demned. When the centurion brought this 
news to the tribune, he went to Paul and 
asked if he were a Roman citizen. And he 
said that he was. The tribune said that such 
had cost him much money. To which Paul 
replied, “But I am free born” (v. 28). He 
was born a Roman citizen, which meant 
that his father was one before him.

Three ways one might be a Roman citi
zen: by birth, by purchase, or by reward for 
some great service to the empire. Probably 
for Paul’s father it was the last.

So Paul escaped this beating. He was 
held in custody until the next day when 
the tribune held a hearing with the chief 
priests and the Sanhedrin present.

The tribune was disappointed, but Paul 
was spared. Despite the ambitions and evils 
of men, God cares for His own.

pulpit Co
By Jim Griffith

Popular as quick-serve items of 
convenience, brown-and-serve bakery 
products are widely used in our day.

But have you considered the fact 
that we may have almost as many 
persons who are making use of “self
rising sermons”?

With “self-rising sermons,” like 
self-rising biscuits, it takes very little 
heat to make them puff up.

In fact, the self-rising sermon has 
all of the ingredients but one: humil
ity.

And the truth is that, in any at
tempt at preaching, when self and 
ego are raised, Christ and the Cross 
are lowered.

Here is a good recipe for a ser
mon that will feed the hungry: pre
pare the message in fervent prayer, 
stir in the Holy Spirit, and bake for 
about 25 minutes in a warm oven of 
genuine concern.

Devotional

May

with the welfare

'Is The Young Man Safe?'
II Sam. 18:32

By John F. May, Pastor 
First Baptist Church, Ripley

Our text is the heart-broken wail of a 
grief-stricken father worrying about a way
ward son. And many since that day have 

echoed the cry for their 
own sons. “Is the young 
man safe?”

David’s question re
ceived a negative an
swer, and drew from his 
heart the words: “. . . 
Oh my son Absalom, my 
son, my son, . . . would 
God I had died for 
thee . . .”

Speeding back across 
the centuries from Da
vid’s time to ours, and 
of our sons upon our 

minds, I would like to suggest some things 
that will enable us to give an affirmative 
answer to the question: “Is the young man 
safe?”

I. His Safety Depends on the Example 
He Sees:
God says that we are to avoid all ap
pearances of evil. You need to be care
ful, dad, where you go, what you say, 
and of the things you do.

II. His Safety Depends upon the Instruc
tions He Receives:
The greatest gift a parent can give a 
child is to teach them the demands of 
God, the disciplines of life, the direc
tions to follow.
By and large our children will be like 
us.

III. His Safety Depends upon the Deci
sions He Makes:
You can leave examples, and that is 
good; you can give instructions and 
this is good; but the son must make the 
decision. With regard to sin, with re
gard to self, and with regard to the 
Saviour.

Conclusion:
Is the young man safe? It depends upon 

the example he sees, the instructions he re
ceives, and the decisions he makes. Let this 
poem speak to your hearts just now!

There are little eyes upon you
They are watching night and day.
There are little ears that quickly 
Take in everything you say.
There are little hands all eager
To do everything you do.
And a little boy whose dreaming 
Of the day he will be like you!

“Is The Young Man Safe . . .?”
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Warning Against Role Of Watchdog Sounded
ASHEBORO, N.C.—The general secre

tary of the Baptist State Convention of 
North Carolina, in a speech before the con
vention’s General Board here, warned 
against the convention’s “serving as a 
watchdog for orthodoxy in the churches.”

W. Perry Crouch was referring to an 
amendment which will be introduced at the 
state convention Nov. 22-24 in Charlotte 
that would limit admission of convention 
messengers to those representing churches 
that have a strict policy on baptism by im
mersion.

M. O. Owens Jr., pastor of Parkwood 
Baptist church in Gastonia, N.C., has served 
notice that he will introduce a constitutional 
amendment at the convention limiting con
vention messengers to those from churches 
“practicing baptism by immersion only, 
thus consisting of immersed, professed be
lievers in Jesus Christ.”

In fulfillment of constitutional require
ments, Owens’ proposed amendment was 
published in the “Biblical Recorder”, the 
convention’s official weekly newspaper, on 
the week of the General Board meeting. It 
must also be published once more, be read 
twice at the convention and receive a two- 
thirds majority to pass.

In his address to the General Board, 
Crouch warned that “the mode of bap
tism is not the subject in question 
(since) 99.99 per cent of our Baptist 
people agree on that subject. The real 
question is,” Crouch continued, “shall 
we establish a required creed for our 
convention?
“Baptist have never been a creedal peo

ple,” Crouch declared. “I am confident they 
will not transform our democratic conven
tion into an authoritative, ecclesiastical or
ganization.”

He added that for 141 years the conven
tion has operated under the purpose out
lined in the constitution: “The object of 
this convention shall be to promote mis
sions, evangelism, education, social services, 
distribution of the Bible and sound reli
gious literature, and to cooperate with the 
work of the Baptist State Convention.”

Crouch pointed out that the constitution 
says that “churches are not voted into our 
convention, but qualified to send messen
gers when ‘they work in friendly coopera

tion with this convention and are sympa
thetic with its purpose and work.’ ”

The convention’s chief executive officer 
urged the Baptists of the state to “keep it 
(the convention) a great, cooperative con
vention.”

In major actions, the General Board 
recommended adoption of a record 
budget, approved loan requests from 
four Baptist institutions in the state, 
and agreed to a request of Baptist 
Hospital in Winston-Salem, N.C., to 
phase out its nursing and paramedi
cal schools.
Loans totalling $16.5 million were ap

proved, including a $14 million loan to the 
hospital in Winston-Salem. Other loans ap
proved were a loan for $2 million to Gard
ner-Webb college, Boiling Springs, N.C., 
for construction of a library and other 
buildings; $250,000 to Campbell college in 
Buie’s Creek, N.C., for construction of a 
swimming pool and field house; and 
$275,000 to Fruitland Baptist Bible Insti
tute, Hendersonville, to fund the reconstruc
tion of a classroom building which was 
recently destroyed by fire.

Major interest during the board meeting, 
however, centered around Crouch’s address, 
and speculation of a major controversy 
brewing at the state convention over the is
sue of baptism. (BP)

Radio-TV Commission Hears 
Report On Use Of Programs

FORT WORTH—Members of the South
ern Baptist Radio and Television Commis
sion, gathered here for their annual meeting, 
heard reports on use of programs produced 
by the Commission showing major progress 
in almost every area of the agency’s work.

The total number of Commission-pro
duced broadcasts aired during the agency’s 
fiscal year ending September 30 reached a 
record high of 186,316, according to the re
port presented by Paul M. Stevens, execu
tive director.

The number of weekly broadcasts stood 
at 2949, also a year-end high.

A new mark of 600 was reached in num
ber of stations carrying a single commission 
program. The program is “Powerline,” a 
weekly, half-hour, rock music show aimed 
at the teenage radio audience.

A total of 2175 stations were carrying 
at least one of the Commission’s 28 weekly 
productions at year-ehd, the report showed. 
The figure included 1971 domestic stations, 
about one-fourth of the radio and one-third 
of the TV stations in the country.

Audience response to the four major 
radio programs also increased significantly, 
according to the report.

“Country Crossroads,” whose host is Bill 
Mack, Fort Worth WBAP Radio personal
ity, led in radio response with 30,131 let
ters, triple the numbers received during the 
previous year. Only two years old, the show 
is now on 360 stations.

Bible Nuggets For Daily Walk

'In The Beginning God'
By T. B. Mas to n

Retired Professor of Christian Ethics 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary

“In the beginning God created the heav
en and the earth” (Gen. 1:1, KJV).

These four words introduce the creation 
story. Similar words in 
John’s gospel introduce 
the re-creative work of 
God: “In the beginning 
was the Word,”

The words “in the be
ginning God” represent 
the Jewish and biblical 
perspective in general. 
God and not man is the 
beginning point. He is 
the point of reference

Maston *n every area of life.
The acceptance of 

these four words is far more important than 
a belief concerning any particular theory 
regarding the method God used or the 
time consumed in his creative work.

It is important that we believe that he, if 
he had wanted to, could have spoken the 
world or universe into existence. It is of 
comparatively little importance whether he 
created it in six days of twenty-four hours 
or over a period of thousands or even mil
lions of years. We had better leave the 
matter of time in his hands. The main 
thing for us is to believe that “in the be
ginning God.”

What place do we give to God in our 
world and in our lives? Is he at the begin
ning or at the end? at the center or the 
circumference? first or last? Does he stand 
at the beginning of every day, of every 
decision, and of every task?

The place we give to him in our lives 
will make a tremendous difference in the 
quality of life we live for him and for 
our fellowman.

Is there any better place to begin this 
series than “in the beginning God?”

“Powerline” response also tripled. “Bap
tist Hour” letters doubled and there was an 
increase of 2000 in letters to “MasterCon- 
trol”, second most popular program with 
560 stations.

In direct-mail follow-up with those who 
wrote letters responding to the programs, 
the Commission received from 30 to 50 
signed commitments to Christ from per
sons in the listening and viewing audience 
each month, the report indicated.

Commercial stations devoted more than 
$5,070,000 worth of time during the 12- 
month period to the airing of Commission 
productions, which are offered for public 
service broadcast.

Stevens pointed out that this figure does 
not take into account the value more than 
19 half-hours of Commission-produced 
programming carried by the three major 
networks. (BP)
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What Price Victory?
A headline in a daily newspaper read recently: “Pitts

burgh Romp Turns Into Riot.” Americans have, tradi
tionally, exhibited keen interest in both participating and 
spectator sports. Recently, the Pittsburgh Pirates won the 
World Series. This would be just cause for rejoicing on 
the part of the citizenry of the city of Pittsburgh. How
ever, we cannot help but be aware of, and remind Chris
tians of the fact, that the veneer of culture and the veneer 
of civilization is very thin at times.

The celebration in Pittsburgh turned, according to re
liable accounts, into a debacle. Fighting in the streets, 
nudity in the streets, rape, burning of cars, vandalism, a 
downtown sector out of control, and all for what?

At this point, victory, whether it be in a World Se
ries game, or in any other effort, becomes rather hol
low. There are some who recall the incidents which hap
pened in California after V-J Day in 1945. The full total 
of the number of rapes, vandalism and pillaging perhaps 
will never be indicated. We were celebrating a victory in 
a long, hard-fought war. The Pittsburgh situation is, to a 
lesser degree, reminiscent of what happened along the 
California West Coast.

We need to remind ourselves continually that apart 
from the love of Christ in the hearts of men, and apart 
from the constraining and restraining power of the Holy 
Spirit, we have no real moral basis for an organized, or
derly, law-abiding community. This is a time when peo
ple, it seems, are “accidents looking for a place to hap
pen.” It takes only the slightest encouragement for many 
to abandon completely that which they have considered 
good, moral, and restraining factors in their lives.

Defiance breeds defiance. Disrespect of the law breeds 
disrespect of the law. We would surmise that Pittsburgh 
ultimately was the loser, not the winner. They may have 
the World Series pennant, but they also have perhaps a 
hundred thousand citizens who acted apparently as if 
they were playing games in a Roman forum two thou
sand years ago.

One is made aware of what James had to say con
cerning faith and works when he said: “For if any man 
be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto 
a man beholding his natural face in a glass: For he be- 
holdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway for- 
getteth what manner of man he was.” (James 1:23-24) 
When we fail to stay close to the Lord, and when we 
fail to uphold our faith by our works, then we are, as 
James indicated, people who have changed their nature. 
We have ceased to be what we were and have become 
something different, and we are like a man who looks in 
a mirror and sees himself, knows who he is, but having 
turned away from the mirror has to ask “Who am I?”

What price victory? Sometimes, the price of victory 
whether it be in Pittsburgh or in Tennessee, or in any 
place around the world, can be too high to be worth it!
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Hats Off To 4 Neighbor
South Carolina Baptists this year are commemorating 

their 150th anniversary as a Convention, with the Ses- 
quicentennial celebration transpiring November 16-18 
in Columbia, South Carolina. To our neighbors in South 
Carolina, the first organized state Baptist convention, Ten
nessee Baptists extend best wishes, sincerest congratula
tions, and the devout hope that this State Convention 
will be in business serving the Lord for another 150 
years.

To all of those who share in plans for this particular 
event, we extend also our best wishes that this might be 
one of the finest hours for the Baptist General Convention 
of South Carolina.

Take Time To Study
Jim Griffith’s Pulpit to Pew item this week (page 2) 

serves to remind us that pastors must have adequate time 
for a prayer, devotional and study life which will en
sure that when God’s man stands in God’s pulpit on Sun
day morning and Sunday night and at other times, he 
will be standing there under the leadership of the Holy 
Spirit and prepared thoroughly to deliver the Word of 
God.

Baptists over the years have been an activist group. 
Activism is fine. It has encouraged us in many ways to 
growth levels which we might not otherwise have attained. 
However, there is the real fear on the part of many of 
us that the activism which has moved us forward can, if 
not balanced with a strong diet of the meat of the Word, 
leave us in a very poor vacuum spiritually.



Annuity Board To Continue Blue Cross 
Coverage, Increased Premiums Asked

Southeastern Seminary Professor
To Speak At Alumni Meet

John Durham, professor of Old Testa
ment Interpretation at Southeastern semi

Following a nine-month study of health 
insurance policies, the Annuity Board in 
Dallas has announced that it will continue 
to offer the Health Benefit Plan through 
Blue Cross-Blue Shield, but that an increase 
in premiums will be in effect after Jan. 1, 
1972.

Annuity Board officials said that they 
initiated the study after premiums were in
creased because of a $450,000 deficit ex
perienced by the Plan. Plan participants 
were told that the Board was making a de
tailed study and submitting specifications to 
other insurance companies to determine if a 
satisfactory plan at lower costs could be de
veloped.

Of the 20 insurance companies contacted, 
only three submitted bids. Those entering 
bids could not improve on either benefits 
or costs which Blue Cross provides.

Under the present revamped Health Bene
fit Plan, participants will continue to have 
all benefits currently provided plus improve
ments in certain categories. Added benefits 
include the elimination of the $25 deduct
ible for each hospital admission; an increase 
of the maximum surgical benefits from 
$300 to $450; scheduled diagnostic X-Ray 
laboratory expenses in the doctor’s office; 
restoration of used major medical benefits 
up to $10,000; and improved claims and 
service procedures.

Weems Elected Head 
Of Meredith College

RALEIGH, N.C.—John Edgar Weems, 
vice president for finance and administra
tion at Middle Tennessee State university in 
Murfreesboro, Tenn., has been elected pres
ident of Meredith college, a Baptist school 
for women here.

Weems, 39, will as
sume the position effec
tive Jan. 1, 1972. He 
will succeed E. Bruce 
Heilman, now president 
of University of Rich
mond, who resigned as 
Meredith’s president in 
September of 1970.

Allen Burris, vice 
president and dean of 
Meredith, will continue 
to serve as acting presi
dent until Weems moves 

to Raleigh at the end of the year.
Announcement of Weems’ election was 

made by the chairman of the board of 
trustees, C. C. Cameron of Charlotte, N. 
C., following a special called meeting of 
Meredith’s board.

Before becoming vice president for fi
nance and administration at Middle Ten
nessee State university, Weems was dean of 
admissions and records at the Tennessee 
school in Murfreesboro. (BP)

Also eliminated is the separate premium 
for sponsored dependents, (children, unmar
ried and attending school between 19 and 
25 years of age).

Alabama Leads SBC 
In Study Course Awards

NASHVILLE—Alabama led state con
ventions of the Southern Baptist Conven
tion in number of requests for study course 
awards during the Oct., 1970-Sept., 1971 
church year, according to statistics com
piled by the research services department of 
the Southern Baptist Sunday School Board.

A total of 58,421 course requests were 
made by individuals from Alabama during 
the church year.

Total course requests from all churches 
of the Southern Baptist Convention num
bered 548,306.

Texas ranked second in course requests 
with 53,977. Others in the top ten in course 
requests included Tennessee, ranked third 
with 49,640; Georgia fourth with 47,203; 
Florida, fifth with 39,200; North Carolina, 
sixth with 34,307; Mississippi, seventh 
with 33,339; South Carolina, eighth with 
31,727; Oklahoma, ninth with 30,430 and 
Missouri, ranked tenth with 26,489.

Adventist Church Adopts Highest
Budget In Denomination's History

The Seventh-day Adventist Church meet
ing in its annual fall session in Washing
ton, D.C., has adopted a 1972 budget of 
$54,504,000. The goal is the highest in 
the history of the church.

In approving the sum, the denomination’s 
Council said that $28,990,900 will be allo
cated for overseas work. Adventist World 
Radio releases about 5000 programs weekly 
around the world. With a 250,000-watt 
transmitter, one station in Portugal can 
reach a potential of 750 million people in 
Europe, North Africa, and part of Asia. 
It is currently airing 32 broadcasts in 20 
languages.

With approximately 400,000 members, 
the Adventists have one of the highest per 
capita giving records of any denomination.

Israeli Baptist Students
Now Include Preschoolers

Forty children, aged three through five, 
are enrolled in an Israeli Baptist nursery 
school in an Arab village. According to 
Suhail Ramadan, director of community 
services in the Baptist Center in Turan, it 
is the only such school for the training of 
preschool children in all the Arab villages 
of the country.

The program was an addition to the 
present system of Baptist schools already 
operating in Israel. It features a daily pro
gram of stories, music, handcraft, and recre
ation. Ramadan’s wife, Fida, is director for 
the school.

nary, Wake Forest, N.C., will be the guest 
speaker at the alumni 
meeting in Gatlinburg 
November 9. Lunch will 
be served at 12:30 at the 
S & M Restaurant, 762 
Parkway.

Durham was a magna 
cum laude graduate of 
Wake Forest college and 
did graduate work at 
Southeastern seminary 
and the University of

John Durham Oxford. He served as
Old Testament Consult

ing Editor for The Broadman Bible Com
mentary and contributed to Vol. 1 of the 
commentary. He is co-editor of Proclama
tion and Presence, Old Testament Essays 
in Honour of Gwynne Henton Davies.

Alumni reservations should be made with
William L. Palmer, P.O. Box 1394, Morris
town, Tenn., 37814.

Jesus Movement Has Reached 
Vietnam, Says Army Chaplain

NEW YORK—The Jesus movement has 
reached South Vietnam, according to an 
Army chaplain who recently returned from 
a tour of duty there.

“Some fellows came into my unit v. ho 
had had contact with it,” said Chaplain 
(Capt.) Donald L. Crowley, who completed 
his second tour of duty in Vietnam this 
past August. “They touched guys I'd never 
be able to touch.”

They were using the direct evangelistic 
approach for which Jesus people in this 
country are known, he said, and exhibited 
the same wariness toward formal, tradition
al patterns of religion. (RNS)

Director Chaluay Sriritana (right) and 
Southern Baptist missionary Ronald C. Hill 
(left) cue Thai actors for a scene from 
“Come Back Home,” the first Thai film 
with a Christian theme produced by Bap
tist Mass Communications in Bangkok. 
Scheduled for October release, the 30-min- 
ute color film fells the biblical story of 
the Prodigal Son in terms of Thailand’s 
changing culture. Some professional Thai 
actors were used along with Christian 
actors in key parts.
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Giving To Church Colleges 
Down In Last Academic Year

NEW YORK—Giving to the nation’s pri
vate institutions of higher education 
dropped in the 1969-70 academic year for 
the first time in 12 years.

A survey by the Council of Financial Aid 
to Education showed that voluntary support 
for 575 universities, colleges and specialized 
schools dropped 8.6 per cent between 1968- 
69 and 1969-70. These were the institutions 
reporting in both years.

Of this total, approximately 375 listed 
themselves as “church related” and 20 said 
they were “church controlled.”

The group of 575 received $1,126,789,- 
000 in the previous year as compared to 
1,030,250,000 in 1969-70.

In the same period, public support for 
148 state and municipal institutions rose 
16.3 per cent, from $237,302,000 to $275,- 
868,000.

The decrease for the private universities 
and colleges interrupted a trend of about 
9 per cent a year increase over the past 
decade.

Voluntary support fell 28.3 per cent be
tween 1955 and 1956.

The most recent report from the Council 
for Financial Aid said that in 1969-70 there 
were drops in giving by individuals and 
foundations and increases from corporations, 
religious denominations and miscellaneous 
sources.

Religious groups gave $99,194,000 to

Southeastern Seminary Plans 
Doctor Of Ministry Degree

WAKE FOREST, N.C.—Southeastern 
Baptist Theological seminary here will be
gin offering a program of study leading to 
the doctor of ministry degree during the 
1972 fall semester, the school’s faculty and 
trustees have decided.

The decision was made after a study of 
the ministry and theological education by 
scholars in the United States and Canada, 
and after a series of consultations with 
theological educators within the South
ern Baptist Convention, said seminary of
ficials.

The study will be oriented toward aca
demic excellence and professional compe
tence, according to seminary officials. It 
will utilize experimental learning and in
terdisciplinary teaching in seminars, col- 
loquia, and clinical settings including 
churches, hospitals and other areas of min
istry.

Academic and professional work for the 
doctor of ministry degree at Southeastern 
seminary normally will require four years 
beyond college graduation. It will be open 
to graduates of recognized colleges and uni
versities who have earned also the master 
of divinity degree or equivalent theological 
preparation with distinction. (BP)
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1045 schools in 1969-70, or 6.8 per cent 
of the total support, as compared with $65,- 
690,000 to 1013 schools or 4.5 per cent of 
support, in 1968-69.

Hardest hit in the drop were professional 
and specialized schools which, in the coun
cil list of 75 facilities, included only 14 
theological seminaries. The drop for the 75 
was 20.8 per cent, or from $65,702,000 to 
$52,054,000.

In no category—major universities, men’s 
colleges, women’s colleges, coeducational 
schools and specialized—did private institu
tions show an increase in support. (RNS)

Dozen Speakers To Address 
Pan American Laymen's Meet

YAZOO CITY, Miss.—Nearly a dozen 
speakers are slated to address the Pan 
American Union of Baptist Men when the 
hemisphere-wide laymen’s group convenes 
for its second meeting, scheduled July 17- 
27, in Cali, Colombia.

Pan American Union President Owen 
Cooper, who heads the Mississippi and 
Coastal Chemical Corp, here, said he ex
pects about 750 Baptist laymen from 25 
countries in North, Central and South 
America to attend the meeting.

One of the features of the program, 
Cooper said, will be a mass rally at the 
largest gymnasium in Cali, which seats 
more than 10,000 persons. Cooper said they 
hope the gymnasium will be filled for the 
rally.

Cooper said he expected about 250 lay
men from the United States to be among 
the estimated 750 Baptist laymen and pas
tors to participate in the 10-day meeting.

Principal speakers who have accepted 
invitations to address the meeting include 
Baker J. Cauthen, executive secretary of 
the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board, Richmond; V. Carney Hargroves, 
president of the Baptist World Alliance, 
Philadelphia; and David Y. K. Wong, head 
of the Baptist World Alliance Men’s De
partment and an architect from Hong 
Kong.

Three Southern Baptist missionaries to 
Latin America are to be on the program, 
Cooper said.

They are Roy Lyon, missionary to 
Caracas, Venezuela; Clark Scanlon, SBC 
Foreign Mission Board field representa
tive for the Caribbean area; and Weldon E. 
Viertel, of the Caribbean Baptist Theolog
ical seminary, Barbados. Scanlon and Vier
tel will present Spanish-language material 
to launch the Witness Involvement Now 
(W.I.N.) program in Latin America, Cooper 
said.

Each of the officers of the Pan American 
Union of Baptist Men will also participate 
on the program, Cooper added. (BP)

Jesus Movement Reaches 
Alaska, Baptists Report

ANCHORAGE. Alaska—The “Jesus 
Movement” has come to Alaska, with a 
“spiritual explosion” at Muldoon Road Bap
tist church here, according to the executive 
secretary of the Alaska Baptist Convention.

The “explosion” came during a revival 
meeting at the Anchorage church in which 
112 persons were converted, reported Troy 
Prince, executive secretary of the conven
tion. Young people led the way in the 
revival, he added.

V. A. Chron, pastor of the church, said 
that there were 131 additions to the church, 
with 102 requesting baptism, seven dedi
cating their lives to vocational Christian 
service, and “hundreds” making life com
mitments.

During the revival, led by Evangelist 
Bill Penley of Asheville, N. C., the church 
set an all-time Alaska record of 775 per
sons attending Sunday School. Record 
crowds were reported in almost every ser
vice.

Penley also preached in five other Alaska 
Baptist churches. At a little mission in King 
Salmon, Alaska, which normally has an at
tendance of 35 in Sunday School, there 
were 21 professions of faith.

Overflow crowds and 21 professions of 
faith were also reported at First Baptist 
church, Birchwood, Alaska, a small rural 
congregation. (BP)

Pennsylvania Blue Laws 
Opposed By Governor

HARRISBURG, Pa.—Milton J. Shapp, 
Pennsylvania governor, has voiced oppo
sition to the state’s “blue laws” which ban 
business activity on Sunday except as “es
sential service” firms.

Protesting the “blue laws” the governor 
said he would favor any legislation which 
would end the Sunday closing of merchan
dising establishments and any other busi
ness enterprises. “Businesses should be 
allowed a six-day business week,” the gov
ernor stated, with each establishment de
termining which day to close for religious 
observance.”

Shun Las Vegas Strip's Marriage 
'Business/ Clergymen Are Urged

LAS VEGAS—Clark County clergymen 
are being asked not to participate in the 
lucrative “marriage business” in “Las Vegas 
Strip” chapels.

Members of the Clark County Ministerial 
Association have endorsed a resolution call
ing for a “professional agreement” among 
its 65 members to officiate at marriages only 
in their own churches or in private homes.

There are more than 250 persons licensed 
to perform marriages in the area. It has 
been estimated that the wedding industry in 
Nevada represents a $50 million a year 
enterprise. (RNS)
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Baptist Women Slate World-Wide, 
Around-the-Clock Prayer, Nov. 1

WACO, Tex.—Baptist women of the 
world will pray around the clock on Mon
day, Nov. 1, during “Baptist Women’s Day 
of Prayer” sponsored by the Baptist World 
Alliance.

Mrs. R. L. Mathis, president of the wom
en’s department of the Baptist World Al
liance, said that women have been asked 
to gather in their churches or homes for a 
program of study and prayer for each 
other and for Christian advance in all 
countries.

A program for the meetings has been 
translated and published in 100 languages 
and dialects and distributed in 73 countries 
where the Baptist World Alliance has mem
bers and where member conventions have 
mission work involving women.

Children’s Homes

Henry Glisson Still Lives
By James M. Gregg

Executive Director-Treasurer
On December 15, 1970 Mr. D. Henry 

Glisson of Kenton, Tennessee died. He was 
a Christian man, a member of Walnut 
Grove Baptist church and a long time resi
dent of Gibson county. He is now a resi
dent of Heaven, of course, and because of 
his trust in Jesus Christ as his Saviour, 
he will live forever. However in a real 
sense he still lives here on earth, for in 
1964 he made his last will and testament, 
the residue of which was left to the Ten
nessee Baptist Children’s Homes, formerly 
called Orphans Homes. He specifically des
ignated the Franklin Branch Home, one of 
four operated by Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion, to received these funds.

The Children’s Homes Board of Trustees 
voted to use the money from this estate 
plus a previous gift of $10,000 from Mr. 
Glisson to build a new family cottage on 
the Franklin Campus, and to name it the 
D. Henry Glisson Cottage. The estate has 
been settled and Brother Glisson’s niece 
and her husband, Mr. and Mrs. G. W. Ed- 
dleman of Murfreesboro, who were co
executors of the estate, brought to my office 
on Monday, October 11, 1971 a check for 
$60,000.00.

The Glisson Cottage contract has been 
signed and the building is under construc
tion. It will be dedicated next June, and 10 
orphaned or homeless children will move 
in with their houseparents. Brother Glisson 
will live forever—in the lives of little chil
dren who come, live and receive Christian 
training in his building. These will move on 
and still other needy and homeless children 
will be given a home and be blessed be
cause of the love of a man they never 
knew, who had no children of his own, 
but who loved all little children and had 
compassion on them.

Much of the program is comprised of 
testimonies from women who attended the 
1970 Baptist World Congress in Tokyo. 
The writer is Mrs. Robert Fling of Pleasant
ville, N. Y.

Mrs. Mathis said that an offering taken 
at the meetings will be used for financing 
continental and worldwide women’s meet
ings and for Baptist world relief.

The Baptist Women’s Day of Prayer 
originated in Europe in 1948, when Baptist 
women leaders on that continent discovered 
their people were tom by hatred and dis
sension following World War II. They de
cided the best way to bring harmony would 
be by prayer for one another. The plan 
was adopted by the Women’s Department 
of the Baptist World Alliance when the 
Baptist World Congress met in Cleveland 
in 1950.

Mrs. Mathis estimated that 20,000 to 
30,000 Baptist Women’s Day of Prayer 
services will be held in American churches 
this year, and that the number probably will 
be doubled for the world. (BP)

Teanuts7 Creator Slates
Lectures At Golden Gate

MILL VALLEY, Calif.—The creator of 
the famed “Peanuts” cartoon series, Charles 
M. Schulz, will be among the special lec
turers at Gold Gate Baptist Theological 
seminary here during the 1971-72 lecture
dialogue series.

Guest lecturers at the seminary include 
three Southern Baptist Convention agency 
heads, a Sacramento psychiatrist, four semi
nary professors, two California pastors, an 
Episcopal bishop, and a foreign missions 
leader.

James L. Sullivan, executive secretary
treasurer of the Southern Baptist Sunday 
School Board, Nashville, will lead off the 
seminary’s lecture-dialogue series with an 
address Oct. 20. Schulz will be next in the 
series, speaking Nov. 10.

Two other SBC agency heads to lecture in 
the series are Foy Valentine, executive sec
retary of the SBC Christian Life Commis
sion, Nashville; and Baker J. Cauthen, 
executive secretary, SBC Foreign Mission 
Board, Richmond. Valentine will speak Nov. 
18; Cauthen, Nov. 19. (BP)

Chaplain Visits Patients Via Hospital TV
MIAMI—A unique closed circuit tele

vision system at Hialeah hospital here allows 
its 300 patients to have a “visit” from the 
hospital chaplain at least twice each day.

Patients may also tune in for an entire 
evening of hymns, readings from the Bible 
and inspirational poems. Or they may watch 
such TV programs as “Faith for Today” and 
“The Life of Christ,” or such movies as

Baptist Book Stores 
Plan Christmas TV Ads

NASHVILLE—For the first time in their 
almost fifty year history, selected Baptist 
Book Stores are participating in a national 
advertising campaign during the Christmas 
season.

“We like to think gifts from the Baptist 
Book Store share the real meaning of 
Christmas,” said W. O. Thomason, director 
of the book store division. “For this reason, 
we feel we have a tremendous opportunity 
in advertising our products on a national 
level.”

Each of the 13 participating Baptist Book 
Stores, selected because of their market and 
their desire to participate in such a pro
gram, has purchased five commercials a 
week beginning 10 weeks before Christmas. 
One half of the 60-second commercial is 
devoted to introducing the store while the 
other 30 seconds feature gift items sue’' 
as books, Bibles, games, records and jew
elry from various publishers. These vendors 
are contributing to the cost of these full- 
color commercials.

Fire Destroys 70-Year-Old 
Oregon Baptist Auditorium

KLAMATH FALLS, Oregon—A fire 
that blazed for nearly four hours destroyed 
the 70-year-old auditorium of First Baptist 
church here.

The fire was reported at 2:00 p.m on a 
Sunday afternoon, and firemen worked all 
night in an effort to salvage the building.

Fire Chief Gino Gheller said that re
modeling and rebuilding after a fire 22 
years ago apparently left pockets in the 
walls that permitted the fire to spread rapid
ly. He said it was an extremely difficult fire 
to contain.

Although estimated losses were not im
mediately available, insurance covered most 
of the loss. Pastor A. Wade Thomas said 
that the church not only lost its auditorium, 
but also about 500 hymnals, the church 
library and a large music library. Most of 
the office and education space added to 
the building about 20 years ago was saved.

Organized in 1884, the church is the 
oldest in the Northwest Baptist Convention. 
It is also the birthplace of the “Pacific Coast 
Baptist”, official publication of the North
west Baptist Convention, composed of 
Southern Baptist churches in Oregon and 
Washington.

“Martin Luther” and “King of Kings.”
“When someone is a patient at our hos

pital, we want him to know it is a Christian 
institution and that Christians care for him,” 
explained David Jones, director of television 
and public relations.

Hialeah hospital is affiliated with the 
Seventh-day Adventists but not owned by 
that denomination. (RNS)
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Harold Sorrells, pastor of Lockeland 
church, Nashville, celebrated his tenth an
niversary with the church, Oct. 17. A re
ception was given in his honor by the 
church.

Charles Anderson and Bowen Vineyard 
were ordained as deacons recently at Fifth 
Avenue church, Knoxville. F. G. Schlafer, 
pastor, brought the ordination message.

Miss Marti Gwinn, Greenville, S.C., was 
elected homecoming queen at Carson-New
man college this month. Miss Gwinn is a 
senior, majoring in English. She is a mem
ber of the cheerleading squad at Carson- 
Newman.

Lincoln Avenue church, East Tennessee 
Association, ordained Bill Chambers to the 
office of deacon recently. J. H. Stogner 
brought the ordination message.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES
Kenneth Kyker is the new pastor at Big 

Springs church, Watauga Association. He 
and his wife, Carol, are already on the 
field. Billy Buchanan was the former pas
tor.

Apison church, Hamilton Association, 
has called Lesley E. Varner as interim pas
tor.

John Lovett, Phillippy church, was or
dained recently and is now the pastor of 
Madrid Bend church. Both churches are in 
the Beulah Association.

Wynnburg church, Beulah Association, 
has called John R. Walker from Second 
church in Union City. In the same associ
ation, Jewell Williams is the new pastor 
of Bethel church. He was a former mem
ber of Cypress Creek.

Larry Hannah was called as pastor of 
Winfield church, New River Association. 
Hannah is a student at Carson-Newman 
college.

Darrell Alsip is the new minister of music 
at Meridian church, Knoxville. He previ
ously served with First church, Dandridge 
and First church, Bowling Green, Ky. 
Wilson Lonas is pastor.

Bruce Lane has accepted the position of 
minister of music at First church, Philadel
phia. He began his duties on Sunday, Oct. 
24. Pastor is Dillard Hagan.

Basinger chapel, East Tennessee Associ
ation, has called Douglas Messer as pastor. 
He is a member of the Pleasant Grove 
church. He was ordained in his home 
church recently.

Centerview church, Newport, has called 
Frank Whitaker as pastor. He comes from 
the Tunnel Hill church in Holston Valley 
Association.
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Apison church, Hamilton Association, 
ordained Bill Hullander as a deacon re
cently. James V. James conducted the or
dination services.

Larry Oran and Benny Whittenbarger 
were ordained as deacons of South Harri
man church, Harriman. Charles Works is 
pastor. /

Miss Ersa Davis, Jefferson City; Julius 
D. Hale, Jefferson City; and Robert Wiese- 
carver, Greeneville, were each named re
cipients of the Carson-Newman college Dis
tinguished Alumni Award. Miss Davis is a 
1932 graduate. Hale graduated in 1924, 
and Wiesecarver completed his studies at 
the school in 1918.

REVIVAL RESULTS
Hillcrest church, Nashville, reports 60 

rededications, six additions to the church, 
and two surrendering for special service 
during its recent revival. Tom Henry, pas
tor, First church, Lebanon, was evangelist. 
Charles Preuett was music director. Joe 
Bush is pastor.

H. H. Linginfelter led revival services at 
Piney Grove church, Chilhowee Associ
ation. There were 20 professions of faith, 
15 rededications, 13 baptisms, and one ad
dition by letter. A. A. Carlton led the 
music. Thurman Arnold is pastor.

Clinch River church, Clinton Associ
ation, held revival meetings recently with 
Kenneth Seeber doing the preaching. They 
report seven baptisms, six additions by 
letter, and two by' statement of faith. 
George DeLozier is pastor.

Donald Strother, pastor of Temple 
church, Johnson City, reported over 40 pro
fessions of faith during their recent revival 
with John Cook of St. Petersburg, Fla. 
Other decisions included 50 rededications, 
and three commitments to full-time Chris
tian service. The evangelist is a former 
actor, circus performer, and movie stunt 
man. He is now engaged in rescue mission 
work.

Wilson Resigns Home Post 
To Work With Welfare Unit

George Wilson, director of Social Work 
for the Tennessee Baptist Convention Chil
dren’s Homes is resigning Nov. 1 to accept 
a position with the State Welfare Depart
ment in Nashville.

Wilson has served in the department since 
Nov. 1, 1968. He also served five years as 
director of Social Work for the Franklin 
Children’s Home.

In his present position Wilson co-ordi
nates the social work of the four children’s 
homes in Tennessee. He earned a master’s 
degree in Social Service from University 
of Tennessee at Nashville.

Foreign Board Outlines 
1972 Missionary Requests

RICHMOND—The American dollar 
may have been “devalued” abroad, but the 
demand for Southern Baptist foreign mis
sionaries has not decreased, according to a 
consensus reached by Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board area and personnel 
secretaries following their annual review of 
requests for personnel overseas.

Mission organizations and national Bap
tist groups in 76 countries requested 464 
new missionary couples and single persons 
for 1972, they reported. The highest num
ber of missionaries ever appointed in a 
single year by the Southern Baptist agency 
was 261 in 1969.

The premium remains on general evange
lists, according to Louis R. Cobbs, secre
tary of the board’s department of mission
ary personnel. Of the requests for new 
missionaries, 233 call for college and theo
logically trained men and women to serve as 
general evangelists, long regarded the back
bone of the missionary force.

Proliferating ministries to human need 
continue to be reflected in requests for 31 
physicians, nine agriculturalists, six dentists, 
29 nurses, 11 paramedical personnel and 
nine social workers, Cobbs said.

New forms of evangelism were reflected 
in calls for 18 student workers along with 
specialists in radio and TV, book store per
sonnel, publication specialists, camp direc
tors and musicians.

Church development ministries for the 
growing churches, associations and conven
tions abroad include theological teachers, 
religious education workers, music promo
tion personnel, men and boys workers and 
Woman’s Missionary Union workers.

Educational ministries continue to need 
teachers both in secondary situations (15) 
and college situations (26). Three school 
administrators and a kindergarten worker 
also are being requested. (BP)

Johnson Is Honored 
By Hamilton Association

The Hamilton County Association pre
sented a plaque to Richard Lee Johnson 
in recognition of his service as superintend
ent of the East Tennessee and Min-Tom 
Children’s Homes. Johnson will retire Dec. 
31 after 12 years of service.

He has served as pastor in Tennessee, 
Arkansas, and South Carolina for 25 years 
and was a military chaplain during World 
War II. He also served as president of 
the West Tennessee Pastors’ Conference.

Johnson is a native of Ruston, La., and a 
graduate of Ouachita Baptist university and 
the Southern Baptist Theological seminary.

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR 
SHOULD BE IN YOUR CHURCH 

BUDGET NOW!
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Nixon Joins In Charlotte Tribute To Billy Graham
CHARLOTTE, N. C.—President and 

Mrs. Nixon and a host of other digni
taries joined thousands of Charlotte resi
dents in a special tribute to the city’s most 
famous native son, evangelist Billy Graham.

“You have contributed to America and 
the world one of the great leaders of our 
time,” Nixon told a standing room only 
crowd of more than 12,000 in the Char
lotte coliseum.

In a 15-minute address, the President 
called Graham the “top preacher and the 
top evangelist in the world today.”

He credited the 52-year-old Graham with 
having helped significantly in the nation’s 
retention of religious faith.

Nixon unveiled a three foot by four foot 
bronze marker with a likeness of the evan
gelist which will be put on the site of his 
birthplace in Charlotte. The marker in
cluded an inscription signed by the Presi
dent which reads: “Billy Graham is one of 
the giants of our time. Truly a man of God. 
The force of his spirit has ennobled millions 
in this and other lands. I salute him with 
deep affection and profound respect.”

Graham received an award plaque from 
local officials in tribute to his spiritual 
leadership.

Nixon said that spiritual and moral quali
ties were necessary to the Nation’s leader
ship. “It’s the character of a nation that 
determines whether it survives,” he said. 
Government leaders cannot decree these, 
he declared, they must come from the home, 
the school and the church.

Graham praised Mr. Nixon for his moral

U.T. Martin Baptist Student Center
Nears Completion Of Remodeling Project

The Baptist Student Center at University 
of Tennessee in Martin is undergoing reno
vations and repairs amounting to $9,250.00. 
The Student Department of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention will spend $7,200.00 
on the project, and the B.S.U. has raised 
$650.00. The remaining cost is approxi
mately $1,400.00.

Weakley County Baptist Association has 
agreed to raise half the amount through its 
churches. The Executive Board of Beulah 
Baptist Association voted to ask the church
es to raise the remaining $700.00.

Tennessee Pastor Hobart Linkous 
Celebrates 50 Years As Minister

Hobart Linkous, 66, pastor of Boulevard 
church, Chattanooga, for the past 17 years, 
has observed his 50th anniversary.

Approximately 500 persons surprised 
Linkous with a “This Is Your Life” pro
gram at the city hall in East Ridge, a sub
urb of Chattanooga. Friends also presented 
him with a money tree.

He is a native of Rogersville, Tenn., and 
has served as pastor in several Tennessee 
churches. Boulevard church has paid off the 
indebtedness on the pastorium and made it 
a gift to Linkous.

sensitivity. He said he had once made a 
suggestion to the President, who turned it 
down by saying, “That wouldn’t be morally 
right.”

Nixon opened his remarks after the evan
gelist had acknowledged the plaque in his 
honor, noting in jest, “To follow Billy 
Graham is the hardest assignment I’ve ever 
had.”

Graham was born in Charlotte on Nov. 
7, 1918, one of four children. His mother, 
a married brother and two married sisters 
still live in the area.

Graham’s father, a dairy farmer, died 
several years ago. The old Graham home
stead was torn down recently to make way 
for a commercial development. (RNS)

Seven Guest Lecturers 
Scheduled at Southern

LOUISVILLE—Seven special lecturers, 
including specialists in biblical studies, 
Christian ethics, religious education and 
church music, have been scheduled to 
speak at Southern Baptist Theological semi
nary during the 1971-72 academic year.

A series of lectures on “Ethical Dimen
sions of the Ecological Dilemma” have 
been scheduled Nov. 2-5 by Henlee Bar
nette, the seminary’s senior ethics profes
sor currently on sabbatical in Florida study
ing the relationship of ecology and 
theology.

A member of the President’s Commission 
on Obscenity and Pornography, G. Gilliam 
Jones, associate professor of film arts at 
Southern Methodist university, Dallas, will 
give lectures and hold forums Nov. 18-19 
on “The Film in Religion.”

Harvard University Professor Frank M. 
Cross will speak on developments in archae
ology, the Dead Sea Scrolls and Old and 
New Testament studies on Feb. 14-16. Cross 
is professor of Hebrew and other Oriental 
languages at Harvard.

Union Theological seminary Professor 
Edmund A. Stemle will speak on preach
ing, March 7-10, and Allen J. Moore of 
Claremont School of Theology in Cali
fornia will speak on “Life Style Education,” 
March 14-15. Stemle is Brown Professor of 
Homiletics at Union; Moore is professor of 
religion and personality and education at 
Claremont. (BP)

Beech Grove Pastor Ordained 
At Services In Dyersburg

Willie Gerald Newsom, pastor of Beech 
Grove church, Dyersburg, was ordained in
to the ministry at Second church of Dyers
burg.

Newsom received a B.A. degree from 
the University of Tennessee at Martin and 
has done graduate work at U.T., Knoxville.

The ordination sermon was delivered 
by John Adams, pastor of Second church. 
The charge to Beech Grove church and to 
Newsom was presented by Isaac Jones, pas
tor of Southside church.

Larry Bryson Assumes
Rural-Urban Mission Post

ATLANTA—Larry Bryson, associate 
secretary for the Southern Baptist Home 
Mission Board’s department of missionary 
education, has been named assistant direc
tor of rural-urban missions in the Home 
Mission Board’s Division of Associational 
Services here.

A Trion, Ga., native, Bryson will be re
sponsible for designing and conducting 
rural-urban missions programs, including 
directing research, conducting field services 
and participating in the preparation of the 
budget in the division.

A graduate of Furman university, Green
ville, S. C., and Southeastern Baptist The
ological seminary, Wake Forest, N. C.. 
Bryson is a former associational consultant 
for the SBC Baptist Brotherhood Commis
sion, and secretary of Cherokee Indian min
istry in Cherokee, N. C. He also served as 
missionary of the Cullom Association in 
Norlina, N. C. Bryson served on church 
staffs in South Carolina and North Caro
lina. (BP)

(Photo by W. Robert Hart)

Miss Ruth Ford (second from right), emeri
tus missionary, is delighted with her check 
for $500 from the Foreign Mission Board. 
Miss Ford, who served in Indonesia, lives 
in Memphis. She was one of 11 emeritus 
missionaries honored by the board during 
its October meeting in Richmond, Va. 
Each retiring missionary is to receive a 
“love gift” of $500 from the board, ac
cording to recommendation adopted by the 
agency. Other emeritus missionaries exam
ining their checks and retirement scrolls 
are (from left) James E. Lingerfelt of Sey
mour, Tenn., Mrs. Buford L. Nichols and 
Dr. Nichols of Mill Valley, Calif., and Mrs. 
R. Elton Johnson Sr. of Jefferson City, 
Tenn. Seated are Owen Cooper of Yazoo 
City, Miss., and Mrs. Baker J. Cauthen, 
wife of the FMB executive secretary. Coop
er, who is chairman of the SBC Executive 
Committee, was the main speaker during a 
luncheon meeting honoring the emeritus 
missionaries.
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Sunday School Lesson for October 31,1971

New Books

THE MASTER’S MISSION
Lead: A Win Guide (booklet), The Sun

day School Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, 28 pp., 390. Prepared to give 
an overview of WIN materials and how

By W. R. White
Baylor University, Waco, Texas

Basic Passage: Luke 4:14-44 
Focal Passage: Luke 4:16-27

Why did Jesus Christ come into this 
world? Because there was no other way to 
redeem man and lay the foundation for the 
deliverance of His creation.

Why did our Lord come to this earth? 
He said that he came so that we might 
have life and have it more abundantly. Men 
were existing but not living. Christ came 
to bring life which is life indeed. He wanted 
men to have life at its highest and best.

He said that He came to destroy the 
works of the devil. The devil deceived man 
and robbed him of his creation-rights. He 
was to replenish, subdue and have domin
ion over all creation. He listened to and 
obeyed the devil. Then and there he lost 
his dominion. He permitted Satan to soil 
the works of God and damn his own soul. 
Christ came to lift the curse and wipe out 
Satan’s sinister devastation. Ultimately 
Christ will replace a ruined creation with 
a new heaven and a new earth wherein 
dwelleth righteousness.
Faithful In Synagogue Worship 
Luke 4:16-17

Jesus went to the synagogue regularly. 
He was evidently an active participant in 
the services.

He could have found plenty of plausible 
excuses for not attending, much less having 
a part in its exercises. There were grave 
errors and unsound practices in the leader
ship of the synagogues. Yet He was so 
orderly, reverent and active that the ruler 
called on Him to read the scripture.
Met The Requirements of Prophetic Picture 
Luke 4:18-24

The coming Messiah would bring good 
news to the deprived, staggering under 
heavy loads with no desirable future ahead 
of them. He would bring deliverance to 
those imprisoned and enslaved. He would 
restore sight to the blind and healing to 
the battered and bruised. He would an
nounce the joyful jubilee of a new be
ginning to those hopelessly entangled in 
bondage of one kind or another.

He made some impressive comments ap
plying the scripture by implication to Him
self. All who witnessed His activity here 
were amazed. Could he be Joseph’s son? 
To which Jesus replied that no prophet had 
status in his hometown or the place of his 
childhood.

Yet Jesus did fulfill the prophecy which 
He did in completeness. The prophet 
Isaiah predicted so many things that fit 
only the life and person of Jesus of Naz
areth.

His Mission To All Men
Luke 4:25-27

Jesus confined His ministry largely to the 
borders of Israel but He did reach beyond 
to heal and help. The fact that Jesus was 
being rejected as the Messiah in His early 
claims caused Him to make some very 
pertinent observations. Two great prophets, 
Elijah and Elisha performed miracles, each 
on lonely Gentiles while the multitudes in 
Israel missed the opportunity to be blessed. 
Outsiders availed themselves of their min
istries.

This could have been a warning and in
dication of things to come. Christ Jesus 
was finally rejected utterly by His people 
as a whole. His great acceptance finally 
came from the Gentiles.

It has made a tremendous difference in 
the life of western nations among Gentiles. 
For generations we find here the greatest 
pioneering movement in civilization.

It has had a profound reaction on the 
plight of the Hebrew people. Many excel
lent contributions have come from out
standing Hebrew individuals in spite of 
their dispersion among the nations. Soon 
after Christ’s ministry Israel feel. For over 
eighteen centuries they were deprived of 
a national home. Through severe struggles 
and exposure to many cultures, there has 
emerged unusually brilliant leadership for 
the new Israel. However, many desperately 
trying persecutions and misfortunes have 
befallen many of them through the cen
turies. All of this every true Christian 
deeply regrets.

Slot Machines Ordered
Removed At Army Posts

Secretary of the Army Robert F. Froehlke 
has ordered the removal of all slot machines 
from every Army post and base around the 
world by next July.

The new secretary of the army said that 
the machines are a “corruptive influence.” 
He stressed, “It is my intention that these 
machines will no longer tap soldiers’ 
pockets.”

The removal of the slot machines does 
not affect Air Force, Navy, or Marines 
clubs overseas, it was added.

or Phon'' Toll-Free 
1-800-241-3166 

they may be used in a church’s witnessing 
endeavors.

Job: A Study Guide by D. David Gar
land, Zondervan, 107 pp. Designed to make 
the book of Job meaningful and applica
ble to the layman today.

Motivating Men for the Master by Bob 
Harrington, Broadman Press, 176 pp., 
$4.95.

Is Your Family Turned On? by Charlie 
W. Shedd, Word Books, 148 pp., $4.95.

Barnabas: Restless Fighter by John War
ren Steen, Broadman Press, 127 pp.

A Prayer For All Seasons by John W. 
Tresch Jr., Broadman Press, 127 pp.

Devotions for the Home by J. Herbert 
Gilmore Jr., Broadman Press, 128 pp.

Youth Questions: God Answers by Alice 
Dawson Cheavens, Convention Press, 94 
pp.

Studying Adult Life and Work Lessons 
by Herschel H. Hobbs, January-March, 
1972, Convention Press, 118 pp.

Nature: Garden or Dessert? by Eric C. 
Rust, Word Books, 150 pp., $4.95.

The Cosmic Drama by Herschel H. 
Hobbs, Word Books, 212 pp., $5.95. An 
exposition of the book of Revelation.

Who Am I? by Ralph T. Overman, Word 
Books, 94 pp., $1.95.

Saints of Clay by Loulie Latimer Owens, 
The South Carolina Baptist Convention, 
143 pp., ($2.00 per copy, may be ordered 
from South Carolina Baptist Convention, 
907 Richland Street, Columbia, South Car
olina 29202).

"HEAT YOUR POOL WITH A G.E.M. 
ELECTRIC POOL HEATER"

U.L. Approved, safest, most economical ever 
built. Hundreds in use throughout U.S. Ten-year 
guarantee. 10M watt $155; 15M watt $165.

Phone or mail order today.
GRANITE ELECTRIC AND 

MERCHANDISING CORPORATION 
Granite Falls, N. C.

FIRST MORTGAGE CHURCH BONDS
Registered as to principal and interest 

Interest payable semi-annually

Write CHURCH SECURITIES, INC.
(Formerly Church Investors)

4095 Clairmont Road Atlanta, Ga. 30341
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Utah-Idaho Southern Baptists 
Launch Youth Mission Project

SALT LAKE CITY, Utah—Southern 
Baptists here, under the leadership of the 
executive secretary of the Utah-Idaho South
ern Baptist Convention and a former execu
tive now leading Arkansas Baptists, have 
launched a pilot project whereby youth 
would spend one year in mission work at 
their own expense, or the expense of their 
parents.

The project is similar to a two-year mis
sionary volunteer program sponsored by the

Foreign Mission Board Begins 
Travelers7 Briefing Service

A briefing service for Southern Baptist 
travelers overseas is now being offered by 
the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board, 
according to Samuel A. DeBord, director of 
promotion for the mission agency.

DeBord said: “While Foreign Mission 
Board personnel have given orientation help 
on an informal basis for years, this is the 
first time we have been able to offer this 
service to any Southern Baptist group pre
paring to tour an area where Southern Bap
tist missionaries work.”

Briefings can be conducted either at the 
point of debarkation or at originating cities 
in the final weeks prior to a trip, DeBord 
said.

Tour leaders are asked to write DeBord 
at the Foreign Mission Board’s headquarters 
in Richmond, Va., for details and schedul
ing at least 60 days prior to a planned trip. 
Free information, including maps, is also 
available.

More and more Baptists are visiting the 
fields where missionaries live and work, 
DeBord said. Such tours, if properly set up, 
can be a boon to the cause of mission sup
port, he added.

Death Penalty Constitutional, 
Virginia Court Rules

RICHMOND, Va.—Virginia’s Supreme 
Court has upheld the constitutionality of the 
death sentence, ruling that it does not con
stitute cruel and unusual punishment as 
prohibited by the Eighth Amendment. In a 
brief opinion, the seven-member court re
jected an appeal made by Claude F. Blood
gate III, who was found guilty last year of 
the strangulation murder of his mother at 
Norfolk.

The court, in a unanimous decision, also 
ruled that the Virginia system of having 
juries set punishment as well as deciding 
guilt or innocence did not violate Sixth 
Amendment guarantees of a fair and im
partial jury. Both the concept of capital 
punishment and the Virginia system of dual 
responsibility of the jury were challenged in 
the appeal. (RNS)

Mormons (Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints).

Among the first four volunteers for the 
project are the sons of the two Baptist 
executives who initiated the program and 
two young ladies from Arkansas who re
sponded to an article outlining the plan.

The plan originated with Darwin E. 
Welsh, executive secretary of the Utah- 
Idaho Southern Baptist Convention and was 
encouraged by Charles Ashcraft, former 
Utah-Idaho convention executive who in 
1969 became executive secretary of the 
Arkansas Baptist Convention.

Benton Welsh, 19-year-old son of the 
Utah-Idaho Baptist leader, and Sam Ash
craft, 18-year-old son of the Arkansas Bap
tist executive, were among the first four 
volunteers.

Welsh developed the idea in 1964 when he 
was pastor of First Southern Baptist church 
in Salt Lake City.

Noting that the Mormons have approxi
mately 13,000 missionaries with a church 
membership of 3 million, Welsh asked, 
“Why can’t Southern Baptists do this? We 
have the message of salvation to share and 
too few workers to get the job done.”

Welsh asked members of his church how 
many would be willing to borrow money if 
needed to send their own children on a mis
sion. About 90 per cent of the parents re
sponded favorably to the idea, he said.

After becoming missions secretary for the 
Utah-Idaho convention in 1965 when Ash
craft was then executive secretary, Welsh 
presented the proposal to the state conven
tion’s Executive Board, which asked him to 
study the possibilities. Since then, he has 
presented the plan to state convention execu
tive secretaries and state missions secre
taries. (BP)

The 
number one 

commentary on 
Billy Graham’s 
recommended 
youth reading 

list
: • r • -»•_. 

(DECISION Magazine) J

THE NEW BIBLE 
COMMENTARY: REVISED

Edited by D. Guthrie, J.A. Motyer, A.M. 
Stibbs, D.J. Wiseman

Features: 1328 double 
column pages. 9X" x 
6X" Succinct intro
ductions, thorough 
outlines for each book 
of the Bible. Cloth 
$12.95

. . written by men 
who believe the Scrip
tures, recognize them
as inspired of God, and are seeking to 
understand what God is saying to men. 
We recommend the volume to preachers. 
Sunday School teachers, and others seek
ing up-to-date scholarly material written 
by men of known conservatism.”

—BAPTIST RECORD

THE NEW BIBLE 
DICTIONARY

Edited by J.D. Douglas

An entirely new and 
up-to-date dictionary 
of the whole Bible. 
Over 2,300 articles, 
maps, sketches, out
lines and photos. 1424 
pages, Cloth $12.95 
".,. loyal to the Bible, 
and provides a wealth 
of information . . . an
invaluable aid to teachers, ministers, 
and others” —SOUTHWEST BAPTIST

THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
"A masterpiece . . . up-to-date and rel
evant. Every professor of Biblical and 
related courses, every Biblical student, 
every Sunday School teacher, every re
ligious leader, and every layman or lay- 
woman must be a user of this volume— 
it fills a vacuum! Destined for wide ac
claim and acceptance.” —D. W. DEERE, 
Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary

Order from your Baptist Book Store.

-|a WM* B- EERDMANS 
129 PUBLISHING CO. 
■i II > > Grand Rapids, Michigan
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Baptist VIEWpoll
Martin B. Bradley, Director

Survey Shows Baptists Oppose
U.N. Seat To Communist China

NASHVILLE—Communist China should 
not be admitted as a member of the United 
Nations, according to the majority of a 
representative panel of Southern Baptist 
pastors and Sunday School teachers.

Opposition to admission of Red China to 
the U. N. has decreased, however, since the 
last time the panel was asked this question.

The survey, conducted by the Baptist 
VIEWpoll in May, asked this question. “Do 
you think Communist China should or 
should not be admitted as a member of the 
United Nations?”

“Should” was the response of 31.2 per 
cent of the pastors and 25.6 per cent of the 
teachers. This represents a change in the 
attitude of Baptists on this issue.

In January, 1970, only 20.8 per cent of 
the pastors and 20.4 per cent of the teach
ers on the panel favored the admission of 
Communist China into the United Nations.

The majority of the VIEWpoll panel 
(55.9 per cent of the pastors and 57.6 per 
cent of the teachers) oppose United Na
tions membership for Communist China on 
the basis of the latest poll.

The Baptist VIEWpoll's January, 1970, 
poll showed that 69.3 per cent of the pas
tors and 65 per cent of the teachers did not 
favor Communist China’s admission to the 
United Nations.

In the latest poll, 12.9 per cent of the 
pastors and 16.8 per cent of the teachers 
had “no opinion” on the current interna
tional topic.

The Gallup Poll survey of May, 1971 re
veals that 45 per cent of the United States 
civilian adult population favors seating 
Communist China in the United Nations, 
while 38 per cent oppose such a move.

Both the Baptist VIEWpoll and Gallup 
Poll surveys were conducted prior to 
President Nixon’s announcement that he 
will be going to visit Communist China 
some time before May of 1972.

Tyner Church Honors J. D. Cliett 
As 53-Year Church Member

J. D. Cliett Sr. has been honored by the 
Tyner church, Chattanooga, in recognition 
of his 53rd anniversary as a church mem
ber. He was presented an engraved Bible at 
the special service.

He joined the church on Sept. 9, 1918 
and has served as deacon, Sunday School 
superintendent and treasurer, and in various 
other church capacities. He is a retired agri
culture teacher from the Hamilton County 
school system.

Cliett has made his new home in Athens 
since his retirement. He has a son, J. D. 
Cliett Jr. and a daughter, Mrs. Mary Grace 
Ramey, and three grandchildren.

The Current Baptist VIEWpoll report 
is based on 90 per cent response from a 
national panel, composed of approximate
ly 300 pastors and 300 Sunday School 
teachers selected to represent a cross sec
tion of persons holding those leadership 
positions in the Southern Baptist Conven
tion. (BP)

'Oldest* American Dies
COLUMBIA, Miss.—Sylvester Magee, 

reportedly the oldest American died here 
Oct. 15. His age was said to be 130 years.

A former slave, Mr. Magee said in 1965 
that he attributed his long life to “the good 
Lord above . . . He’s smiling down on me.”

Stories he told about the Civil War were 
endorsed by many historians as authentic. 
According to Mr. Magee’s recollections, 
he was born in North Carolina in 1841 
and took his last name from a Mississippi 
owner who bought him at age 19. After the 
Battle of Vicksburg, he ran away. He 
claimed to have joined the Union Army 
and to have been wounded twice fighting 
the Confederacy.

On his 124th birthday in 1965, he re
ceived greetings from President Johnson. 
In 1967, Mr. Magee divorced his wife, re
ported to be 60 at the time, on the grounds 
of desertion. (RNS)

Southern Seminary Faculty 
Considering New PhD Degree

LOUISVILLE—A faculty committee has 
proposed that Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary seriously consider offering a new 
doctor of philosophy degree as a graduate 
teaching degree.

The recommendation, which is not bind
ing on either the school’s faculty or trus
tees, is currently being discussed by the 
faculty and the seminary’s accrediting agen
cies.

If adopted, the new degree would paral
lel or replace the current doctor of theolo
gy program at Southern Seminary. Officials 
said its introduction would in no way affect 
the new doctor of ministry degree scheduled 
to begin next fall.

The faculty committee making the 
recommendation based its suggestion on a 
year-long study of trends in graduate theo
logical education, as well as desires of 
alumni, faculty, graduate students and col
leges and universities where graduates 
would teach religion.

No target date was specified, and full 
plans have not yet been completed. (BP)

Charges Dropped Against
Street Evangelist Tippitt

Sammy Tippitt, street evangelist and 
member of God’s Love in Action Inc., was 
cleared of disorderly conduct charges in 
Chicago recently. The charges, arising out 
of his preaching in the Rush Street night
club area, were dropped at a pre-trial hear
ing before City Judge George Higgins.

In dropping the charges, however, Tippitt 
was warned by city attorneys that he would 
have to accept some rules which would 
protect the rights of businessmen in the 
area by not blocking sidewalks. The man
ager of one night spot had complained that 
the evangelist told people his club was “not 
a place to go.”

Tippitt said that he would continue to 
hand out religious tracts along Rush Street.

Mrs. Evelyn Leonard, 
Former Missionary, Dies

Mrs. Evelyn Corbitt Leonard, former 
missionary with the Southern Baptist Con
vention, died Oct. 8 in Naples, Fla. She 
was 88. Mrs. Leonard, along with her hus
band, Charles A. Leonard Sr., was appoint
ed to north China in 1910 after serving 17 
years at Laichowfu, Shantung Province. 
During their work in northern Manchuria, 
they helped organize 35 churches.

Mrs. Leonard is survived by her husband, 
a son, Charles Jr., and a daughter, Mrs. 
Rachel Smith.

Wood Is Moderator
In New Salem

The pastor of First church, Gordons- 
ville, O. J. Wood, was elected moderator 
of the New Salem Association at their an
nual meeting recently. Elected as vice-mod
erator was Emory Farmer, pastor, New 
Middleton church. A layman, Elmer Wills, 
was elected clerk, and Henry Smith, 
Carthage, will serve as treasurer.

Letter
To The Editor:

There is an alarming trend in the church to
day toward what Senator Fulbright, speaking of a 
parallel in Big Government, called “Government 
By The Elite”. By this process decisions are made 
pertaining to the entire church membership when 
only a very small portion of the membership is 
adequately informed. Large sums of money are 
spent on blanket authority when even the deacon 
body has little or no knowledge concerning details 
of the matter at hand.

I feel certain that someone has decided that this 
is the only way to “run” a church. This, in my 
opinion, will surely lead eventually to serious 
trouble. We are already in trouble because of it. 
I say we had better take the time and effort to 
feel the pulse of the larger body and be governed 
accordingly. If the mechanisms of the organized 
church cannot survive the impact of an informed 
membership it does not deserve a place in today’s 
world.

Very truly yours, 
Robert L. Dickey 
1291 Dogwood Drive 
Memphis, Tennessee
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Salary Increases For Pastors 
Urged By Florida Committee

JACKSONVILLE, Fla.—A study of pas
tors’ salaries by a special laymen’s com
mittee of the Florida Baptist Convention 
has disclosed that the average Baptist pas
tors’ salary in Florida is about the same as 
that of a beginning high school teacher, 
and his total compensation including fringe 
benefits is less than an electrician’s salary.

“We are in trouble . . . deep, serious 
trouble,” said the committee in a booklet 
published here which details results of the 
study.

After showing trends in pastors’ sal
aries, the committee recommended mini
mum salary and fringe benefit compensa
tions for churches on the basis of five 
membership categories.

Outlining results of a survey of 451 
Southern Baptist churches in the 
five membership categories, the sur
vey disclosed that the average salary 
for the 451 churches, regardless of 
size, was $7219, slightly more than a 
beginning high school teacher’s salary, 
but about $3400 less than a high 
school teacher with a master’s degree 
and 15 years’ experience.
Average total compensation, including 

such fringe benefits as automobile allow
ance, house allowance, insurance, retire
ment, utilities and convention expenses, was 
tabulated at $10,717, about $50 less than 
an average electrician’s yearly salary.

A chart in the booklet which shows com
parative salaries for other Floridians list
ed average salaries for various professional 
and skilled groups as follows: physicians, 
$51,500; attorneys (10 years’ experience), 
$34,385; engineers, $24,385; college pro
fessors, $23,500; accountants, $19,500; 
plumbers, $12,500; electricians, $10,769; 
carpenters, $8080; high school teachers, 
beginning, $6800.

The study showed that the personal 
income of the average Floridian rose 
an average of 12.9 per cent in each of 
the last 12 years, compared to an in
crease of only 4.5 per cent annually 
for Baptist pastors, an increase less 
than the rate of inflation. “Already 
substantially behind his peers, the av
erage pastor thus dropped eight to 10 
per cent further in arrears every 
year,” the committee said.
The study cited two reasons for failure 

of pastors’ salaries to keep pace with so
ciety: (1) because Baptist congregations 
have not been realistic about pastors’ sal
aries, and (2) because most churches es
tablish salaries by comparing compensa
tion among various churches rather than as 
part of the community.

Many Want To Own Homes
Acknowledging tax benefits for the pas

tor derived from housing allowances and 
other fringe benefits, the committee point
ed out, nevertheless, that many churches 
calculate a pastorium as a benefit without 
considering the fact that the minister has 
no opportunity to build equity in a home 
for the future. The survey disclosed that 
many ministers would prefer arrangements 
whereby they might buy their own homes.

The committee further indicated that the 
average pastor’s annual expense for auto
mobile was $1697, while the average al
lowance was only $858.

Noting that most pastors work on the 
philosophy that “the Lord will provide,” the 
committee observed that “few pastors or 
church staff members actively seek pay ad
justments. They rely on the sense of fair
ness of the Christian employers.” Then the 
committee asked: “Are we worthy of that 
trust?”

Some startling statistics were disclosed 
in the survey.

There are at least 43 retired Florida 
Baptist pastors now on welfare, the com
mittee reported.

The average retirement income among 
206 Florida pastors surveyed was only 
$1038, or $86.55 per month. Among 109 
other retired church staff men and women, 
the average retirement income was only 
$37.69 per month.

Noting that pastors’ salaries are inade
quate, the committee pointed out that the 
salary situation for associate ministers, 
ministers of education and music, youth 
workers and other church staff members is 
even worse.

Greener Pastures Tempting
“Within the church, the minister’s salary 

is the top,” said the committee. “What then 
of the remainder of the staff? Their com
pensation is regulated below that of the 
pastor.” The study warned that many 
Florida Baptist churches are beginning a 
compensation schedule “with a faulty foun
dation,” and thus “will build a faulty 
house.”

The committee further forewarned that 
“our churches, like those of other denomi
nations, are finding their servants and po
tential servants of tomorrow tempted by 
opportunities in other greener pastures.

“. . . Churches must act now to prevent 
further loss of valued servants from the 
ministry for economic reasons; or the con
tinuing embarrassment of its servants,” the 
committee cautioned.

In a section reporting the average salary 
and fringe benefit compensations for 
churches of varying sizes, the committee 
recommended minimum salary and benefits 
for each size category.
For churches with one to 250 members, 

the average pastor’s salary was $4887. 
Only about half of the 115 churches sur
veyed in this category,pay auto expenses or 
housing allowances. The committee calcu
lated that their average net compensation 
due to unpaid expenses was about $4000.

Average Salary $6446
In the category of churches with 251 

to 500 members, the average salary among 
137 churches was $6446. The average 
total compensation including fringe bene
fits was $10,850.

Among 123 churches with 500 to 1000 
members, the average salary was reported 
as $7981. Total compensation averaged 
$12,786.

Of the 60 churches surveyed with 1001 
to 2000 members, the average pastor's 
salary was listed as $10,131, and the aver
age total compensation was $16,297.

Among 16 churches with more chan 
2001 members, the average salary was 
reported as $13,853, and the average total 
compensation was $21,025.

In its recommendations, the com
mittee proposed a minimum salary 
plus fringe benefit compensations; 
pointing out that the salaries accord
ing to Baptist polity were not biudlE? 
on any church. The committee said it 
felt the churches “would appreciate 
guidelines based upon the investiga
tions (it had made).”
For churches with less than 250 mem

bers, the committee recommended a base 
salary of $5200 plus $4650 in other bene
fits for a total compensation of $9850

For churches with 251-500 members, the 
committee recommended a base salary or 
$7800 plus $6400 in other benefit? for 
total compensation of $14,000.

Among churches with 1001 to 2000 
members, the recommended base salary v as 
$12,000 plus $9500 in other benefits for _ 
total of $21,500. For churches with more 
than 2000 members, the recommended base 
was $18,000 plus $12,900 in other benefits 
for a total of $30,900.

No recommendations were made and no 
statistics were reported on other church 
staff members besides pastors, since the 
data was not sufficient to provide a mean
ingful sampling, the committee said.

The committee concluded with the sug
gestion that salaries for such positions 
should be comparable with others in the 
community, and should be developed by 
using business standards, including the busi
ness principle that a person exercising su
pervision should have a salary differential of 
at least 15 per cent above the next lower 
level in the organizational chart. (BP)

FIVE BOOKS FOR $1.00
Send this ad and a dollar bill with your name 
and address for the following five books of 
sermons: “When a New World Begins,” “Once 
Saved, Always Safe,” “Heaven, Hell and Sal
vation,” “The Blessed Hope of Christ’s Re
turn,” and “Do We Live After Death?” 
Send to:

John L Bray, Dept R, 501 West Lee St., 
Plant City, Florida 33566
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UNIFORM SERIES
Sunday School Lesson for October 31, 1971

GOD JUDGES NATIONS
By Charles R. Ausmus, Pastor 

Lincoln Park Baptist Church, Knoxville

Habakkuk 1:5-13, 2:6-8

This is the last lesson in the unit “What 
God Does”. We noted that God reveals 
himself, God gives meaning to life, God 
calls men, God creates a new community, 
God responds to prayer, God heals broken 
humanity, and this lesson: God Judges Na
tions.

Our lesson is from the prophet Habak
kuk. He prophesied about the year 608 
B.C. It was when the Chaldeans were ris
ing to power. Babylon followed Nineveh 
as the dominant world power and arch 
enemy of Judah. The prophets spoke and 
wrote by divine inspiration, but each 
stamped by his own individuality upon 
what he wrote.

Unlike the other prophets Habakkuk 
does not address either his own people or 
other nations. He is not so concerned with 
delivering a message as he is solving a 
problem—a problem which vexed his sen
sitive soul—that problem was God’s gov
ernment of the nations. The focus of 
Habakkuk’s problem was Babylon—or the 
Chaldeans. The three great powers which 
afflicted the covenant people were the 
Edomites, the Assyrians, and Chaldeans.

The prophesy of Obadiah sealed the fate 
of Edom, the preaching of Nahum tolled 
the death knell over the Assyrians; and 
here the prophet Habakkuk digs the grave 
of Babylon.

The prophet Habakkuk puts into words 
a struggle which existed and was fought 
out within his own soul. He could not un
derstand why the wicked triumph while the 
righteous were trodden under. The struggle 
was the question in his own soul, how the 
great and good God could use a foreign 
wicked people to punish his own chosen 
people. This book—the struggle in the 
prophets heart—begins with a struggle but 
ends with a song. The three chapters could 
be outlined as burden, vision, and prayer.

Habakkuk’s problem was the silence, in
activity, and the apparent unconcern of 
God. He received his answer from God, 1: 
5-13. So in chapter one the prophet is sigh
ing, in chapter two he is seeing, in chapter 
three he is singing. In chapter one we have 
faith grappling with the problem, in chap-

“Baptists Who Know, Care” 
Church members will support Baptist 
work in Tennessee and around the 
world if they are informed of the 
needs by reading the BAPTIST AND 
REFLECTOR.

ter two faith grasping the solution, and in 
chapter three faith glorying in assurance.
God Creates Nations

The Lord in the beginning hath laid the 
foundations of the earth. God spoke and 
the world was formed. He who threw 
planets into space, hung the sun, moon, 
and stars along heaven’s golden hills, rolled 
up mountains, and sank the oceans in coral 
beds; can also create the nations that in
habit this earth, place them and limit their 
habitation.

God created the nation of Babylon. 
“For, Io, I raise up the Chaldeans” (Hab. 
1:6). Through Abraham and his seed he 
created the nation of Israel. He calls, 
anoints, chooses rulers; and he can dispose 
of and dethrone them at his will. He is the 
God of history.
God Controls Nations

This is one of the things that created a 
philosophical problem in the mind of 
Habakkuk. How can God—a good and 
righteous God—control a nation and use 
that nation to punish his own covenant peo
ple? God answers “I will work a work”. He 
will control Babylon, send them the way 
he desires, give them an easy victory over 
Judah. From the viewpoint of men, the 
conquest is by military power, used in 
selfish pride and conquest, but from God’s 
angle their every move is made to carry out 
his divine purpose in history.
God Condemns Nations

Habakkuk is convinced that God is too 
pure and holy to pass by and not condemn 
Babylon for all its violence and ravage. 
God founded them for correction and or
dained them for judgment. God uses Baby
lon as his instrument to judge Judah, but 
he will also judge and condemn Babylon on 
the basis of her own sin.

God judges nations because of violence, 
invasion, and destructive wars. He judges 
nations because of their greed and selfish
ness. He judges their cruelty and murder. 
He judges nations because of infidelity and 
idolatry.

“How incomprehensible are God’s judg
ments! We do not understand their delay 
and we grow impatient. Those who are in 
danger give no heed and show no concern. 
They take place in ways and means that no 
man would anticipate. They are often 
brought about by men and events, that at 
first sight, have no relation to God. They 
are universal in their scope” (Lange).

Although the fig tree shall not blossom— 
the believer may still rejoice in the Lord. 
“The Lord God Omnipotent Reigneth”.

Foundation

What Should Be In Your Will?
By Jonas L. Stewart

Executive Secretary-Treasurer
A will is a very legal and technical docu

ment. It should be prepared by an attorney. 
We offer advice on related matters but our 
attorney does all of our legal work. The 
following suggestions are to be considered 
as general information only.

First, your will should provide for pay
ment of taxes, debts, last illness and funeral 
expense. This will be done whether or not 
it is in your will.

The surviving spouse will likely be the 
first consideration of most couples. This is 
important to a widow because by a properly 
prepared will she can receive one-half of 
her late husband’s estate tax free. This tax 
deduction is not possible without a will.

Minor children must be a major consid
eration. Without a will their part of an 
estate must be put in trust until they reach 
their majority. It cannot be spent without 
court approval. The mother can be denied 
the necessary funds to properly maintain 
the home and educate the children if these 
matters are not provided for by a will.

A proper guardian for the children 
should be named. The wife and mother 
would likely be named by the court but it 
would be much better if it were done by 
the husband. Without a will the court must 
appoint a trustee of the children’s part of 
the estate. Even if the mother is appointed 
she must make bond and report to the 
court each year how she has spent every 
dime of her children’s money.

Other loved ones, such as parents or de
pendent brothers and sisters should be re
membered. This likely will not be done in 
desired proportion without a will.

The Lord’s work should be remembered 
in one’s will. It is a sad story that the 
majority of God’s children forget Him when 
they make their wills. This doesn’t seem 
right. We say that He is. our first love.

Write for information on preparing a 
Christian will—Tennessee Baptist Founda
tion, Dr. Jonas L. Stewart, Executive Sec
retary-Treasurer, P. O. Box 647, Brent
wood, Tennessee 37027—or call 833-4220.

Associations Elect

Kinsey is Re-elected By Dyer Association
Dyer Baptist Association re-elected James 

Kinsey, pastor, Spring Hill church, Dyers
burg, as moderator at its Oct. 11-12 meet
ing.

Harry Garland was elected vice-modera
tor. Garland is pastor, of the Fowlkes 
church. Re-elected as treasurer was Guthrie 
Dotson, Dyersburg. Clerk is Isaac Jones, 
pastor, Southside church, Dyersburg.

Meetings were held at First church, Halls, 
and Calvary church, Dyersburg. The annual 
sermon was brought by John H. Adams, 
pastor, Second church, Dyersburg.
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From the
Executive Secretary

By W. Fred Kendall
This has been a splendid fall in our 

churches and the promise of the new 
church year is most encouraging. I have 

Kendall

attended 11 associations 
and there was a fine spir
it in each of them and 
an outlook of optimism 
and faith for spiritual 
advancement with Christ 
in the decade of the 70s.

This week I am in a 
revival at the First Bap
tist church, Clinton, 
with Brother Hayward 
Highfill, the President of 
our Convention. It is a 
real joy to feel the 

warmth of a good spiritual church and to 
see people praying for the salvation of 
souls. Through the years it has been my 
privilege to preach in many revivals and it 
has been disappointing to me to become so 
involved with administrative details that I 
have been denied this privilege.

In just a little more than a week Tennes
see Baptists will assemble at Gatlinburg for 
the annual session of their Convention. So 
many churches do not send messengers to 
the Convention. This is a cause of great 
concern to me and has been through the 
years. Does it indicate a lack of interest in 
the work of the Convention? Does it indi
cate a lack of knowledge of the importance 
of the Convention?

We shall never know the answers but it 
is enough to say that churches cannot afford 
to become provincial and turn their eyes 
upon themselves and forget the world about 
them. State Conventions were formed to 
carry out big assignments for the churches. 
The work which the associations cannot 
perform and programs which will affect the 
entire state are carried out by the churches 
through the state Convention and its in
stitutions and agencies.

There is also something very vital in be
longing to a great fellowship of Baptists. 
We have some diversity of beliefs but for 
the most part our churches believe very 
much the same things. The fellowship of 
Christians in Christ is not to be duplicated 
in the world. Churches should be interested 
in the spiritual needs of the whole state. 
They should also be interested in the spir
itual development of other churches.

Pray for a great Convention at Gatlin
burg. A good program has been planned 
and Christian education will have a very 
high priority. Our schools need our prayers 
and our very best support. There are also 
some outstanding speakers on the program. 
Important business will be transacted.

Be sure your church is represented. Pray 
for the Convention as it is in progress that 
the Holy Spirit may bring great blessings

On Matters of

By Dr. B. David Edens, 
Director, Marriage and 
Family Program 
Stephens College 
Columbia, Missouri 65201

Physical Inactivity Is Hallmark 
Of Today's Youngster

“The disease of physical inactivity” has 
spread among youngsters to the point where 
“sedentary living” has become the diagnosis 
for many of the children brought to doctors 
and clinics suffering from fatigue, aches, 
nausea and similar middle-aged complaints, 
a physical fitness expert warned here.

Exhortations to “exercise regularly” and 
“vigorously” should now be directed to 
children as well as adults, said Dr. B. Don 
Franks, supervisor of the Physical Fitness 
Research Laboratory at Univ, of Illinois.

Adults, at least, had the benefit of active 
childhoods, he points out, and can, with 
sensible diet and determined exercise 
regimes, regain the level of fitness they once 
enjoyed. Many of today’s youngsters are so 
unused to using their bodies that they will 
be even more prone to the illnesses linked 
with inactivity than their parents are.

Dr. Frank’s suggestion: limit the use of 
the tv sei and keep the car in the garage.

Minister, Wife, Three Children 
Killed As Gas Explodes

CARTERSVILLE, Ga.—A part-time min
ister, his wife and three of their five children 
were killed in a series of explosions which 
destroyed their home here.

Rev. Richard Harris, an independent Bap
tist clergyman, his wife Elizabeth, two 
daughters, Betty, 8, and Inez, 13, and a son, 
Richard, 10, were killed in the blast. An
other daughter, Patsy, 16, is in fair condi
tion at a local hospital. The fifth Harris 
child, Ronnie, 15, was thrown clear by the 
explosion and landed uninjured outside the 
house.

Local officials said the blast was caused 
by a leak in the propane gas tank which 
heated the home. The first explosion oc
curred about 6:05 a.m., they reported, fol
lowed by the second and third blasts a few 
minutes later. Harris was employed by 
Chemical Products, Inc., here, and preached 
in area Baptist churches on Sundays. (RNS) 

as we lay plans for the years ahead and 
review the work of the past year. The com
ing Centennial celebration in 1974, will 
probably get some attention also. Plans will 
be presented for these last three years of 
this century of the Convention’s history. 
These could well be three of the greatest 
years of all. Pray that it may come to pass.

Historically:
From the files

50 YEARS AGO
J. E. Hampton came as pastor of 

First Church, Murfreesboro. He was 
known as “one of the great young 
preachers among men in the Southern 
Baptist Convention.” Hampton was a 
native of Missouri and had held pas
torates in Missouri and Georgia.

S. E. Tull, Jackson, First church 
pastor, closed out 10 days of revival 
meetings with First church, Florence. 
Ala. Carl M. Cambron, Flintville, led 
the singing. They reported many pro
fessions of faith and an addition of 21 
members.

20 YEARS AGO
V. R. Webster was the new mis

sionary for the Sequatchie Valley As
sociation. He was a Nashville native 
and had served the River Front Mis
sion, Harsh’s Chapel church, and mis
sionary-pastor of the Judson Associa
tion.

Carson-Newman college, Jefferson 
City, announced a near record enrol
ment of 858 students for October 
1951. According to Mrs. Nina Ruben, 
registrar, the record enrolment came 
only a year before when 885 students 
registered for the fall semester.

L. T. Shelton was the new pastor 
at Louisiana Street church, Memphis. 
He succeeded William E. Dragoo who 
was attending Southern Seminary, 
Louisville.

10 YEARS AGO
Poplar Grove church, Cookeville, 

burned the last note against its prop
erty and dedicated its building free of 
debt. Sam Brooks preached the dedi
cation sermon. Pastor was J. H. 
Roberson.

Mrs. Robert L. Dodd, 80, a long 
time member of First church, Etowah, 
died of a heart attack. Her husband 
was 86 at the time, and the couple 
would have celebrated their 61st wed
ding anniversary in December.

Property was purchased in Mur
freesboro for a Baptist Student Cen
ter at Middle Tennessee State College. 
The proposed Student Center was a 
joint project of the Executive Board 
of the Tennessee Baptist Convention 
and the Committee on Baptist Student 
Work of the Concord Baptist Associa
tion.
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Tentative Program
Tennessee Baptist Convention

Tuesday Afternoon—November 9 
2:00 p.m. 

Theme

“LIVING THE SPIRIT OF CHRIST IN 
EXPECTANCY AND CREATIVITY”

2:00 Worship in Song ___________Robert Brian
2:05 Devotional______________ Walter Shurden
2:20 Special Music _____________Ray Bowman
2:25 Organization of Convention

Report of Credentials
Committee _________ John Churchman

Report of Committee on
Arrangements _____ D. William Dodson 

2:40 Welcome__ _______Charles Maples 
2:45 President’s Announcement

Period ______________Hayward Highfill
2:50 Constitution and By-Laws Study

Committee Report_____ Gaye McGlothlen
3:05 Woman’s Missionary

Union______________Mary Jane Nethery
3:20 Stewardship Report ............. -W. C. Summar
3:35 Library Report............ ...... ....Mary Anderson 
3:40 Evangelism Report................. F. M. Dowell

13:55 Special Music __________ Charlotte Bowen
14:05 Convention Sermon ________ E. B. Bowen
;4:35 Benediction _____________ Barney Flowers

, Tuesday Evening—November 9
i 6:45 p.m.
6:45 Volunteer State Chorale ___Louis O. Ball 

]7:00 Worship in Song ______1------John Hausser
7:05 Devotional ______________Walter Shurden
,7:20 Baptist & Reflector Report ___ James Lester 
7:35 Tennessee Baptist

Foundation _ __ _________ Jonas Stewart
7:50 Tennessee Baptist Convention

Activities ___________________Gene Kerr
8:05 President’s Announcement

Period _______________Hayward Highfill
Recognition of SBC & Fraternal

Messengers _____ Dr. W. Fred Kendall 
8:10 Presentation of Budget___ W. Fred Kendall 
8:20 Special Music ___________ Nolan Barham
8:30 President’s Address _____ Hayward Highfill 
9:00 Benediction __________ Lawrence Trivette

Wednesday Morning—November 10 
9:00 a.m.

9:00 Worship in Song ......  Bud Phillips
9:05 Devotional _____________Walter Shurden
9:20 Recognition of New Pastors, Educational

and Music Directors and Other Church
Staff ________________V/. Fred Kendall

9:30 Tennessee Baptist Convention at Work
Report of Executive
Board --------------------O. Wyndell Jones
Adoption of the Budget ..W. Fred Kendall 

10:35 Congregational Singing _____ Bud Phillips 
10:40 Committee on Boards _____D. M. Renick 
10:50 Committee on Committees ...Roy W. Babb 
10:55 Committee on

Arrangements ..... D. William Dodson, Jr. 
11:00 Business Period
11:10 Election
11:25 Special Music—Carson-Newman College

B.S.U. Choir ..... Ginger Yarber, Director 
11:30 Message .-------------  ...James B. Henry
12:00 Benediction . ____________ James Sharp

Wednesday Afternoon—November 10 
2:00 p.m.

2:00 Worship in Song -----------------Clay Turner
2:05 Devotional ______________Walter Shurden
2:20 Special Music --------------- --- Don Campbell
2:25 Memorial Service ______ -.Herbert Higdon
2:40 Children’s Home Report _____James Gregg 
2:55 Music Department

Report ---------------------  Frank G. Charton
3:10 Election Continued

3:20 President's Announcement
Period Hayward Highfill

3:25 Business
3:45 Committee on Audits _______ Chester Hart
3:50 Committee on the Journal_ J. E. Budlong
3:55 Special Music ___________ Ron Hampton
4:00 Message Grady Cothen
4:30 Benediction_____________ O. C. Rainwater

Wednesday Evening Session 
7:00 p.m.

A SPECIAL PROGRAM presented by Tennessee 
Baptist Convention Educational Institutions

Thursday Morning—November 11 
9:00 a.m.

9:00 Worship in Song _____ David Christopher 
9:05 Devotional _____________ Walter Shurden
9:20 Special Music -------------Darrell Newman
9:25 Protection Plans ____________ Paul Phelps
9:40 Sunday School Report____ Wendell Price 
9:55 Church Training Report _ Charles Norton 

10:10 Congregational Hymn __ David Christopher 
10:15 Committee on Resolutions __ Thomas Pope
10:30 President’s Announcement

Period--------------------- Hayward Highfill
10:40 Election Continued
10:50 Miscellaneous Business
11:10 United Tennessee League ___ Phil Padgett 
11:15 Tennessee Baptist Historical

Society----------------------------Roy Lillard
11:20 Special Music________ ,___ Tony Whitfield
11:30 Message -----------------H. Franklin Paschall
12:00 Benediction ________________James Clark

Thursday Afternoon—November 11 
1:45 p.m.

1:45 Worship in Song _____________Don Perry
1:50 Devotional---------------------- Walter Shurden
2:05 Special Music Herbert Cox
2:10 Hospital Report _________ Earl Skogman
2:25 Student Department

Report -----------------------Glenn Yarbrough
2:40 Camp Report --------------------Glenn Jenkins
2:55 Congregational Singing -----------Don Perry 
3:00 Brotherhood Report ---------.Roy J. Gilleland 
3:15 Missions Report----------- Leslie Baumgartner 
3:30 Special Music------------- __James Robinson
3:40 Message ------------------------------- Carl Bates
4:10 Benediction ________________Mark Canup

Criswell Cited For RA 
Service By Brotherhood

DALLAS—The Southern Baptist Broth
erhood Commission has cited W. A. Cris
well, pastor of First Baptist church here, 
for “outstanding service to Royal Ambas
sadors.”

Jay Chance, the commission’s Royal Am
bassador director, presented a certificate to 
the former Southern Baptist Convention 
president here during observance of Cris
well’s 27th anniversary as pastor of the 
15,000 member church.

Criswell said that the Royal Ambassador 
program has played a major role in build
ing leaders at his church and in churches 
around the SBC.

“You don’t have to convince boys who 
have come up through the RA program 
about missions, giving and living the Chris
tian life,” he said. “They make outstanding 
church leaders.”

First Baptist Church’s RA program cur
rently has more than 350 boys enroled. 
Jim Fox( a full-time staffer at the church, 
leads the program, which has involved boys 
in a wide range of mission action, mission 
education and personal witnessing projects. 
(BP)

South Carolina Board Names 
Student Voting Member

COLUMBIA, S. C.—The General Board 
of the South Carolina Baptist Convention 
approved a plan whereby a student will be
come a voting member of the convention’s 
66-member policy-making board, voted to 
recommend a record budget, and elected 
two new staff members.

If the plan is approved by the full con
vention in November, South Carolina will 
become the second Baptist state conven
tion to provide for a student representative 
on the board as a voting member.

According to a survey conducted by the 
state Baptist Student Union, only Georgia 
Baptists have student representation with 
voting rights on the state Baptist board. 
Three other states, North Carolina, Virginia, 
and Oregon-Washington Baptists, have non
voting, ex-officio student participation.

The South Carolina board will ask the 
state convention to change its constitution 
to included the president of the state Bap
tist Student Union as a voting member of 
the board. The amendment stipulates that 
the BSU president must be a member of a 
South Carolina Baptist church.

In other action, the board voted to rec
ommend adoption of a $5.75 million budg
et for 1972, an increase of $250,000 over 
the 1971 budget. The budget would allocate 
$3.8 million for state Baptist causes, and 
$1.9 million for Southern Baptist Conven
tion efforts.

Elected to a newly-created position as 
the convention’s first full-time consultant 
on church-minister-denomination relation
ships was Charles Henry Rabon, pastor of 
Boiling Springs Baptist church, Spartan
burg, S. C.

The board also named Benjamin Frank
lin Hawkins, superintendent of the Green
ville Baptist Association, as the conven
tion’s first full-time director of stewardship 
development.

Rabon will coordinate a program ap
proved by the 1970 South Carolina Con
vention which asked the new office to 
“work with pastorless churches and church
less pastors.” He will also offer assistance 
to recent seminary graduates, and seek to 
make provision for help both to church 
and pastor in the time of crisis between 
church and pastor.

The board also voted to pass on to the 
state convention in Columbia on Nov. 16- 
18 a request from North Greenville Junior 
College to change its name to North Green
ville College, and a request from the con
vention’s Baptist Student Union department 
to change its name to Baptist Campus Min
istry department. (BP)

New Books
Rappings compiled by Robert Webber, 

Tyndale House, $1.25. A record of young 
adults expressing honestly their Christian 
experience.
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