
Baptist And Reflector
Vol. 137 / Thursday, December 16,1971 I No. 50 News-Journal Of The Tennessee Baptist Convention

Mundane matters of mechanics halt mis
sionaries on a road in Ethiopia. Southern 
Baptist missionaries, with the aid of a 
$15,000 Lottie Moon allocation will be able 
to travel these roads in the Menz District 
with the good news of Christ.



13th Check Means Double Blessing To SBC Retirees
DALLAS—This Christmas, the number 

13 will mean double blessing to 6,363 peo
ple who depend on the Southern Baptist 
Convention Annuity Board for their retire
ment income.

The Annuity Board is sending them, a 
13th check, an amount equal to twice their 
monthly benefit, according to R. Alton 
Reed, board president. Amount disbursed 
in extra payments totals $915,137.

The extra sum is paid over and above the 
12 regular monthly checks, thus earning 
the title six years ago as “the 13th check.” 
The five previous annual bonus checks were 
paid in February rather than just before 
Christmas, and equaled only one month’s 
benefit.

Reed explained that a change in the fiscal 
year caused the switch in dates for sending 
out the “13th check.” When the fiscal year 
and calendar year coincided, the extra 
dividend to annuitants went out in Febru
ary. Now that the board is changing with 
other Southern Baptist agencies to a fiscal 
year ending September 30, the checks from 
this year on will be dated in December.

The board does not guarantee a “13th 
check,” made possible year by year by 
good experience with investments, Reed 
said. The first extra check went out in 
February, 1967, after the Annuity Board 
had eliminated the liability against its retire
ment plans.

A “13th check” has gone out every year 
since, including one in February, 1971. Dur-
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ing the calendar year, 1971, annuitants thus 
will have received three extra months of 
income—25 per cent more than their con
tract calls for them to be paid, Reed ex
plained.

He reminded annuitants that no check will 
be sent next February, since the board has 
switched to pre-Christmas delivery.

The size of monthly checks and the 
“13th check” vary from one annuitant to 
another, Reed said, since the type of retire
ment program and the amount contributed 
into the program prior to retirement deter
mine the size of the benefits.

Annuitants include retired pastors, church 
workers and denominational workers who 
served in the Southern Baptist Convention. 
Nearly 1,400 annuitants are widows of 
pastors and other religious workers.

The Annuity Board also had its usual 
Christmas bonus for 410 persons who re
ceive relief checks.

Extra retirement and relief dividends do 
not deprive the non-retired of any future 
benefits, Reed continued. The board’s good 
experience on investments, which has made 
possible extra dividends, has also enriched 
funds held for those who are now building 
benefits toward future retirement, he said. 
(BP)

By Jim Griffith
While on a Christmas shopping ex

cursion with his mother, a little boy 
was taken to see Santa Claus.

Crawling up on the jolly old fel
low’s knee to enumerate all of his 
wants and wishes, he came out with 
this surprising advice to Santa: “Don’t 
bring me any war toys—I’m disarm
ing!”

The advice is well taken. Certainly 
in this season of good will, we need to 
be thinking about how to get along 
with, our fellowman. As someone has 
said, “Don’t sink the ship just be
cause you don’t like the crew.”

And the fact is, in this life, we are 
all in the same boat and we must 
either sink, swim, or sail together.

The latter is preferred and for this 
to come about we need peace—“the 
peace that passes all understanding”— 
that which comes when one yields his 
life to the Prince of Peace and then 
shows forth His love toward others.
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Devotional

When There Is Famine’ 
In The Land

Cropper

By William Cropper, Pastor 
First Baptist Church, Cleveland

“Joy to the World . . .” the song says, 
“the Lord is come”. The commemoration of 
the coming of Christ should be a time of 

joy. The realization of 
God’s love should cause 
every mortal to throw the 
cares of the day and sing 
praises to Him. But one 
doesn’t have to look far 
to find that all is not joy 
in the world.

The Bible reminds us 
that often Palestine was 
plagued with famine. The 
shortage of food was so 
severe that many died of 
starvation and malnutri

tion. But it also reminds us of the provision 
of God for His people through such times.

At this advent season there will be many 
who experience famine. For some it will be 
hunger from the lack of food. For others it 
will be spiritual famine.

Prayerlessness perhaps created the great
est spiritual void in a person’s life. The lack 
of daily fellowship and communication with 
God produces a callousness toward His will, 
as well as a coldness for His work. A shal
low prayer life can stifle any spiritual ma
turity that might be forth coming. Living the 
Spirit-filled life daily is the first prerequisite 
to spiritual growth.

Hunger within a life can also be created 
by the absence of forgiveness. There is no 
greater burden than that of unforgiven sin. 
Like being physically overweight, it is often 
unknown to us, until we realize that we are 
carrying more than we should be. We are 
promised that if we confess our sins He is 
faithful and just to forgive them. This is the 
promise of Christ and until that promise is 
claimed the life experiences a hunger for the 
release of the burden. With unforgiven sin 
there is famine in the land. If the advent of 
Christ says anything, it says, “blessed are 
those who hunger and thirst after righteous
ness for they shall be filled.” The coming of 
Christ to take up residence in a life is the 
only remedy for hunger.

But He does not come to a life without 
some preparation. Even Mary and Joseph 
were unprepared for the Christ event, and 
hastily they had to make last minute ar
rangements. We make haste for everything 
else but little concentrated effort is made to 
prepare Him room in our lives. If He is to 
ease our hunger, we must make room for 
Him to do it in the only way that He will— 
His way.

Yes, for some the coming of Christ and 
the celebration of the advent will be a re
newing, worshipful experience. But sadly 
for too many others, it will just be another 
holiday.
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Over 4000 Attend White House Conference 
On Aging; Tennessee Pastor Is Delegate

By Bobbie Durham

President Nixon addressed over 4000 per
sons attending the White House Conference 
on Aging which met in Washington, D.C. 
last week and pledged his support in seeking 
tax and pension reform, higher benefits, and 
housing aid for the elderly.

Chairman of the Conference, Arthur S. 
Flemming, called for a change in society’s 
“largely negative attitudes toward older per
sons.” Speaking at the opening session of 
the second decennial Conference, Flemming 
warned that these attitudes will change only 
as we are willing to recognize and obey the 
commandment, “Thou shalt love thy neigh
bour as thyself.”

Following the opening session comments, 
delegates assembled into 14 conference sec
tions to discuss, deliberate, and bring recom
mendations regarding the problems faced by 
older Americans. The task force sections in
cluded: Retirement Roles and Activities; 
Nutrition; Health and Mental Health; Trans
portation; Income; Spiritual Well-Being; 
Employment and Retirement; Housing En
vironment; Education; Planning; Training; 
Research and Demonstration; Facilities, 
Programs, and Services; and Government 
and Non-Govemment Organizations. Recom
mendations from all sections will be pre
sented to the President.

Henry G. West, pastor, First church, 
Covington, was the only full-time pas
tor in Tennessee appointed as a dele
gate. In an interview with “BAPTIST 
AND REFLECTOR,” West stated that 
he was encouraged with the results of 
the sessions. “We believe that many 
executive laws will be enacted for the 
good of all through the efforts of the 
1971 White House Conference on 
Aging,” the pastor indicated. West 
served as a member in the conference 
section on Spiritual Well-Being, as did 
Searcy S. Garrison, executive secretary 
of the Georgia Baptist Convention. 
Garrison attended as an appointee of 
the governor of Georgia.
After calling for cooperation between 

government and religious groups, the Spiri
tual Well-Being section declared that “to 
provide for the physical, material, and so
cial needs of man apart from his spiritual 
needs is to fail to understand both the mean
ing of God and the meaning of man.”

Clergy Training Assistance
Proposals issued from the section called 

for the government to provide financial as
sistance for the training of clergy, profes
sional workers, and volunteers to develop 
special understanding and competency in 
satisfying the spiritual needs of the aging. 
It requested that all licensing agencies of the 
state should require that institutions caring 

for the aging provide adequate chaplaincy 
services. It urged that special attention be 
given in allowing older persons to share in 
the planning and implementation of all pro
grams related to them. Finally, it called for 
all religious bodies to become actively con
cerned with the personal, physical, and so
cial well-being of the elderly and to play a 
strong role in working for programs to meet 
the needs of the aging.

A special session was attended by a group 
of religious leaders and lay persons from 
major denominations in the country. The 
group agreed to ask the President to call a 
national conference to deal specifically with 
the spiritual well-being of elderly persons. 
Among the recommendations to denomina
tions, the group of about 100 agreed to ask 
national religious bodies and other private 
agencies to provide inter-faith community 
centers at local levels. Care for elderly per
sons could include day care, senior coopera
tives, meals, transportation, medicine, and 
education, the delegates emphasized.

The major emphasis throughout the Con
ference was a plea for Americans to change 
their attitude toward the aging, accept the 
problems they face, and try to solve these 
problems. “Aside from the opportunity the 
conference will afford delegates to develop 
long-range objectives stated in broad, general 
terms,” Flemming said, “we urge that they 
make sure that policy proposals emerge 
from this conference. This is our most im
portant task, and this is what the nation ex
pects us to do,” he concluded.

Poverty Level Incomes
Some major problems drew immediate at

tention at the conference. Delegates exposed 
facts concerning the elderly which included 
that 4.7 million older Americans (one in 
every four) live on incomes regarded as 
poverty level. Fifteen per cent of the elderly 
suffer from some severe chronic disease and 
do not receive adequate treatment under 
existing programs. Six million elderly Ameri
cans live in substandard housing. Lawrence 
J. Corcoran, national secretary of the Na
tional Conference of Catholic Charities and 
spokesman for Catholic interests at the con
ference, told delegates that the “exploitation 
of the elderly for profit is running into the 
hundreds of thousands of dollars each year 
with the taxpayers picking up the tab.”

Most delegates agreed that the most prev
alent vexation among the elderly is the 
feeling of loneliness. A special session on 
“Religious Community and the Aged” 
adopted a recommendation stating that “the 
responsibility for the care and affectional 
support of persons of all ages rest with one’s 
immediate family and kinsmen.” It further 
recommended that “tax deductions be given 

for qualified gifts and assistance to aged per
sons as they are now authorized for chari
table contributions; and education for cou
ples in the middle years for their tasks in 
bridging the generations be inaugurated in
cluding accepting death, and preparation for 
widowhood.”

Fourteen Baptists, representing the 
Southern and American Baptist Con
ventions, met during the White House 
Conference and agreed to meet in a 
joint conference of the two conventions 
early in 1972. The responsibility of re
ligious groups to change attitudes to
ward elderly persons both in and out 
of the churches was a special concern 
discussed by the group. William P. 
Harris, administrator of the Baptist 
Home in the District of Columbia and 
an officer in both the SBC and ABC 
associations of managers of homes for 
the aged, expressed a hope that Baptist 
homes provide more community serv
ices for aging persons.
There are no Baptist homes for the aging 

in Tennessee, but West said that several of 
the larger churches in the state were spon
soring various types of programs for the 
elderly. More than 20 Baptist state conven
tions in the United States do sponsor 
“homes” or “villages” for the elderly.

Garrison described “agism” as “a social 
problem of serious proportions.”

Involve The Elderly
“It is my hope,” Garrison said, “that 

Southern Baptist pastors and church leaders, 
as well as denominational leaders on the 
national and state levels, will take a new 
look at their programs designed to minister 
to and involve the elderly in services, and 
that they will improve upon those minis
tries.” He agreed with others attending the 
sessions that “if anything is done to change 
attitudes toward aging, the church must have 
a big part in doing it.”

West, who began working on the problem 
of the aging nearly two years ago, chal
lenged Tennessee Baptists to answer the 
pleas from the elderly. “It is my personal 
hope,” the Covington pastor said, “that the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention will act in a 
very affirmative manner in providing retire
ment villages for the elderly.”

“Older people still want to be useful, to 
be lovely, and to be loved,” he stressed. 
“Retired people are just beginning to realize 
the tremendous power that is theirs politi
cally. With nearly 21 million people in 
America 65 years of age and older, the gov
ernment and all of society is beginning to 
pay close attention to the needs of these 
persons. The elderly people realize that their 
future is now, and their needs are today.”

West said he experienced an “air of ur
gency” during the sessions. “Those of us 
who were younger realized that we were 
pointing toward our own retirement roles 
just a few years away.

“I don’t think this country or the State of 
Tennessee will sit idly by and see its elderly 
forsaken,” the pastor concluded.
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Distinguishing Marks Of The Christian

The Christian is one who has first been redeemed by 
the blood of Christ. He has been redeemed because he 
has confessed his sins, asked for forgiveness, professed 
his faith in Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord, and in that 
great, unfathomable process, has been regenerated.

The apostle Paul says: “There is therefore now no 
condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who 
walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. For the law 
of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free 
from the law of sin and death.” (Romans 8:1-2)

That the soul of the redeemed—or the unredeemed— 
shall never die is basic in Christian theology. That the 
soul of the Christian is eternally with Christ also is basic 
in Christian theology. This of itself sets the Christian 
apart, and makes of him a distinct, unique person. This 
basic prerequisite to a distinctive life is one which the 
world cannot understand, because a world apart from 
Christ has not experienced this love which brings about 
sacrifice; upon God’s part, that of his Son for our sins.

This is a beginning in Christian distinctives. This brings 
about evidence of other distinctives—or should. These in
clude patience, meekness, longsuffering, charity, kindness, 
understanding, COMPASSION, commiseration, or fellow 
feeling. Out of these distinguishing characteristics of the 
Christian there develops a personality, a mode, or life
style if you please, which precludes evidences of other 
attributes, not so Christ-like. Some of these include greed, 
lust, envy, ambition, back-biting, lying, cheating, stealing, 
and many other characteristics.

Paul was correct indeed when he said that a man in 
Christ was a new creation. Isn’t it strange that so many 
of us “new creatures” retain the marks of the old man? 
And isn’t it sad that too often all that the world sees of us 
is the reflected image of the old man and not the positive 
appearance of the new creation?

Long past is the time for Christians to awaken from 
that somnolent slumber which becomes at times a sleeping 
sickness, a malaise, and make an earnest effort to give 
witness to that which indeed we are! It takes no learned 
theologian to know that the segmentation and divisiveness 
of Christians is destroying our witness as surely as a 
fatal dose of some life-ending substance. Of works, James 
said: “For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a 
doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in 
a glass: For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, 
and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was.

But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and 
continueth therein, he being not a fory?tful hearer, but a 
doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed.” 
(James I, 23-25)

Our world is segmented. We see this at every strata of 
society; the community, the neighborhood, the county, 
the state, and certainly our nation and the world. This seg
mentation has slowly, but surely invaded the Christian’s 
environment—wherever that environment is—and too 
often made of us nothing but a reflection of our world, 
and, therefore, certainly not a reflection of the spirit of 
Christ.

One doesn’t love his neighbor and destroy that neigh
bor, in word or deed. One cannot believe with ali one’s 
heart in the beloved passage found in the Gospel of John, 
chapter three, verse 16, and not rejoice in this season of 
the year when we celebrate the birth of His son, our 
Saviour. And, one cannot really believe that God loved 
this world to such a degree, and not be aware of the tre
mendous responsibility to give evidence of the difference 
Christ makes. There are many distinguishing marks of the 
Christian. How many of them does the world see in you 
and me?

GOD DESCRIBES HIS SON

SPIRITUAL OR
MATERIAL, SEEN OR UNSEEN.

THROUGH HIM, 
AND FOR HIM, ALSO 
WERE CREATED 
POWER AND DOMINION, 
OWNERSHIP AND AUTHORITY'

IN FACT, EVERY

CHRIST 16 THE 
VISIBLE EXPRESSION 

OF THE INVISIBLE GOD

HE EXISTED BEFORE 
CREATION BEGAN, 
FOR IT WAS THROUGH 
HIM THAT EVERY
THING WAS MADE, 
WHETHER'

SINGLE THING 
WAS CREATED 

THROUGH, AND FOR, HIM.

HE IS BOTH THE FIRST
PRINCIPLE AND THE UP
HOLDING PRINCIPLE 
OF THE WHOLE SCHEME $
OF CREATION. |
AND NOW HE IS THE HEAD |
OF THE BODY WHICH IS THE 
CHURCH.

LIFE FROM NOTHING BEGAN THROUGH HIM, AND LIFE FROM 
THE DEAD BEGAN THROUGH HIM. HE IS,THERE FORE, JUSTLY 
CALLED TWLOFD OF ML." ^COLA ■ 15-18 7^J
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Evangelistic Conference Is Scheduled 
At Belmont Heights, January 17-18

The annual Tennessee Baptist Evangelistic 
Conference will be held January 17-18 at 
Belmont Heights church, Nashville. Spon
sored by the state Evangelism Department, 
the conference is designed primarily to give 
pastors, church leaders, and laymen in
formation and inspiration on how to have 
a more effective evangelism program within 
the church.

The conference will follow the theme 
idea of “Living the Spirit of Christ in Ex
pectancy and Creativity.” Sessions will be 
focused on “Hope for the World,” “Hope 
for the Church,” “Hope in Creativity,” 
“Hope for the Ministry,” and ’’Hope in the 
Gospel.”

Don Mabry, Department of Survey and 
Special Studies, Home Mission Board, will 
speak on “Our Changing World” at the 
Monday afternoon session. A message on 
“The Lack of Hope” will be delivered by W. 
Fred Kendall, executive secretary-treasurer 
of the Tennessee Baptist Convention. The 
final message of the afternoon, “Hope in 
Christ’s Mission,” will be brought by Eu
gene N. Patterson, professor of Evangelism, 
New Orleans Baptist Theological seminary.

Author and evangelist, Vance Havner, 
will lead in Bible study at each of the five 
sessions. Havner makes his home in 
Greensboro, N.C. Frank Charton, secre

Church Raises $100,000 In Foreign Missions Push
HOUSTON—First Baptist church here 

has raised more than $100,000 for foreign 
missions causes through what was billed as 
“the world’s first mission telethon.”

The missions effort, a part of Southern 
Baptist’s annual Lottie Moon Offering for 
foreign missions, was attributed by the 
church’s pastor, John Bisagno, with encour
aging “almost every Baptist church in Hous
ton to set a higher offering goal than ever 
before. It’s climatized our community,” 
he said.

First Baptist Church spearheaded a city
wide missions appeal, Operation HIM 
(Houston Involved in Missions). Three 90- 
minute programs featuring missionaries, 
well-known Christian musicians and the 
church’s choirs and orchestra were broadcast 
live from Houston Baptist College for three 
nights on KHTV, Channel 39. People were 
invited to call in their pledges.

“The live broadcasts,” said Bisagno, “let 
Houstonians see the missionaries and hear 
them describe the needs of the people they 
serve.”

Beforehand, teenagers with proper 
identification from the church went 
door-to-door, raising more than $10,- 
000 for missions. Also, a team of men 
from the church, called “the 12 dis
ciples” contacted Houston businessmen 
for gifts.

tary, Department of Church Music, TBC, 
will lead the song services. Special music 
will be presented by the Tennessee Volun
teer State Choraie and Joe Ann Shelton, 
soloist and musician from Fort Worth.

Speaking at three of the sessions will be 
Eual F. Lawson, Division of Evangelism, 
Home Mission Board. He will discuss the 
topics: “The Mission of the Church,” “The 
Minister’s Mission,” and “Christ Is Coming 
Again.”

Patterson will also discuss “The Au
thority—Christ the Head” and “The Holy 
Spirit in Witness.”

A “Layman’s Witnessing Institute” will 
be led by John L. Shepherd Jr., pastor, 
Trenton Street church, Harriman. Jerry 
Glisson, pastor, Leawood church, Memphis, 
will hold a special discussion on the youth 
and the gospel.

Other features of the conference center 
around the role of the minister. George 
Capps Jr., pastor, First church, Cookeville, 
will discuss the role of the minister in rela
tion to his church and community. Damon 
Patterson, pastor, Corryton church, will 
probe into the role of the minister in his 
devotional life.

The conference is expected to draw 2500 
leaders from across the state.

“The public in general received us very 
well,” said Bisagno.

He described the final minutes of the last 
broadcast as “the most exciting of my 
life.” The offering was still about $10,000 
short of the $100,000 goal when the move
ment started snowballing. People kept call
ing in their pledges. The television station 
carried the program overtime, and before 
it was over, gifts had reached $104,667.

Five days after the final telecast, the 
church had counted $84,370 in cash pay
ments on the pledges.

Church leaders hope the offering will 
reach at least $118,000 so they can send 
$100,000 above expenses of the effort for 
foreign missions.

Contributions in the Houston tele
thon came from a broad cross-section 
of people, including one American 
couple in Arabia who gave $200 after 
reading about the telethon in a church 
publication. Several persons described 
by church officials as “near poverty 
stricken” contributed, including one 
who gave $5 from $11 saved to buy a 
washing machine.
Meanwhile, in Joplin, Mo., the First Bap

tist church sponsored a similar telethon, 
going over their goal of $10,000 with 
pledges of $11,000, most of it pledged 
during the last few minutes of the telecast.

O. Wyndell Jones (left), President of the 
Executive Board and Executive Secretary W. 
Fred Kendall compare notes at December 
meeting of the Board.

W. Fred Kendall (left), Executive Secre
tary-Treasurer, and C. Winfield Rich, Mem
phis, examine plaque honoring former 
Presidents of Tennessee Baptist Convention 
placed in lobby of the Convention’s office 
building in Brentwood last week.

Cropper New President 
Of Southern Alumni

Tennessee alumni of Southern seminary, 
Louisville, elected William Cropper, pastor, 
First church, Cleveland, as their president at 
an alumni meeting in Gatlinburg.

President-elect is Lloyd O. Barker, pas
tor, McLean church, Memphis, and Homer 
A. Cate, pastor, Lakewood church, Donel- 
son, will serve as secretary.

An editorial in the Illinois Baptist ques
tioned whether a Baptist church should seek 
to raise money from the general public.

“No doubt this will raise a lot of money 
for the Lottie Moon offering,” said the 
Illinois Baptist editorial. “But what about 
our emphasis through the years on Baptists 
not going afield for financial help? Because 
a method is successful, does this justify its 
use?” the editorial asked.

Bisagno, however, was optimistic about 
the use of prime time television to raise mis
sion funds. The church is considering a 
goal of $250,000 next year, and by 1976, 
they hope to raise $1 million at Christmas 
time for missions around the world. (BP)
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SBC Cooperative Program Gifts Up 5.7% For Year
NASHVILLE—An increase of 9.44 per 

cent in giving through the Southern Baptist 
Convention Cooperative Program unified 
budget during the month of November 
helped to boost contributions through the 
Cooperative Program to an increase of near
ly $1.5 million over gifts for the same 11- 
month period in 1970.

Mission gifts through the unified budget 
plan increased by 5.75 per cent for the pe
riod January-November, 1971, over the 
same period in 1970, according to a month
ly financial statement prepared here by the 
Southern Baptist Convention Executive 
Committee.

Cooperative Program contributions for 
the 11-month period reached $27.3 million 
in November, compared to $25.8 million 
during the same period of 1970, the report 
indicated.

Porter W. Routh, executive secretary 
of the Executive Committee, said that 
if present giving rates continued during 
the month of December, the denomina
tion would end the year with gifts ex
ceeding the $29.1 million operating 
budget, and paying about $500,000 on 
the capital needs section of the budget. 
This would leave the denomination about 

$1.5 million short of the $2 million needed 
for capital needs. The 1971 budget includes 
$29.1 million in operating funds, $932,927 
in capital needs not paid in 1970, plus $1,- 
050,000 in capital needs budgeted for 1971.

Routh said that in order to pay the entire 
budget needs of $31.1 million, Cooperative 
Program contributions must increase 11.48 
per cent over the 1970 level of giving. For 
the first 11 months, the average increase was 
5.75 per cent.

In addition to the $27.3 million in Co-

'Home Life7 Editor
Announces Retirement

NASHVILLE—Joe W. Burton, editor 
of Home Life magazine since its first issue in 
1947, will retire Oct. 1, 1972, to preach, 
write and counsel on marriage and family 
life.

Before assuming his position with the 
Southern Baptist Sunday School Board in 
1946, Burton was for 10 years secretary of 
education for the Home Mission Board of 
the Southern Baptist Convention. He also 
was editor of Southern Baptist Home Mis
sions, its monthly periodical.

He has held pastorates in Texas, Georgia 
and Tennessee, and was recording secretary 
of the Southern Baptist Convention, 1947- 
1965.

Recipient of a Lambda Lambdan Lambda 
citation for outstanding service in religious 
journalism, Burton is the author of six books 
on missions and family life. He has been 
listed since 1952 in Who’s Who in America. 
He holds the doctor of divinity degree, con
ferred on him by his alma mater, Hardin- 
Simmons University, Abilene, Tex. (BP) 
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operative Program contributions, Southern 
Baptists have given $23.5 million in desig
nated gifts to specific mission causes during 
the first 11 months of the year.

Designated gifts were up nearly $1.5 mil
lion, or 6.79 per cent, compared to the $22 
million in designations given during the first 
11 months of 1970.

The combined Cooperative Program 
and designated gifts for the year sur
passed the $50 million mark, and ex
ceeded in 11 months what Southern 
Baptists gave in combined world mis
sions contributions for the entire year 
of 1970.
During 11 months of 1971, the combined 

Cooperative Program and designated gifts 
totalled $50.9 million. During 12 months of 
1970, the total was $50.2 million, an in
crease of $500,000.

Of the $50.9 million total, $31.6 million 
has been distributed to support the work of 
the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board, 
and $10.7 million has gone to support Home 
Mission Board programs in the USA. Finan
cial support is also provided to six Southern 
Baptist seminaries, and 15 other Baptist 
causes, organizations and agencies.

The total figure does not include amounts 
given to support local and state-wide Bap
tist mission efforts, but only funds allocated 
to national and world-wide Southern Baptist 
causes. (BP)

Hungary's Baptists 
Mark 125th Anniversary

ZURICH—Hungarian Baptists celebrated 
125 years of modeYn Baptist witness in 
Hungary during ceremonies here.

A Budapest rally held in the largest Bap
tist church in Hungary, featured special 
music, poetry read by young people and an 
address by Janos Laczkovzski, president of 
the Hungarian Baptists.

In his presidential message, “Thanksgiving 
and Hope,” the church leader stressed the 
post-war development of the churches of 
Hungary, the growth of the theological semi
nary, the increase of church institutions and 
expansion of Bible translation work.

Laczkovzski also spoke of inter-church 
relations in Hungary, noting that “the 
churches of Christ can only come nearer to 
each other as they come nearer to Christ. 
Real ecumenical relationship does not con
tradict faithfulness to our heritage, just as 
one’s loyalty to family does not make one 
disloyal to one’s nation.”

Andrew D. MacRae president of the 
European Baptist Federation, addressed the 
anniversary services attended by several 
thousand.

Speaking of his visit to Hungary, MacRae 
said “Truly, God is at work in Hungary. In 
a situation where the state is based on an 
atheistic view of the world, the Gospel is 
still the ‘power of God for everyone who 
has faith’.” (RNS)

Baptists Open Student Center, 
Research Library In Jerusalem '

JERUSALEM—Jerusalem House, a Bap
tist-run student center, has been opened 
here. Accessible to students of several insti
tutions, the center contains a New Testa
ment research library and museum in addi
tion to a lounge and coffeehouse.

The research library and museum are 
under the direction of Robert L. Lindsey, 
Southern Baptist missionary engaged in New 
Testament research and author of A Hebrew 
Translation of the Gospel of Mark.

Missionary Norman Lytle is general di
rector of Jerusalem House. He recently re
turned to Israel following two years as in
terim director of Baptist student ministries 
at the University of Virginia, Charlottesville.

Approximately 250 guests representing 
Jerusalem’s Arab, Jewish and Christian 
communities attended an open house follow
ing a dedication service for the new center. 
Baptist leaders and missionaries from other 
cities in Israel also were present.

Lindsey, who is chairman of the 
Southern Baptist missionary organization in 
Israel, told the guests about the “15-year-old 
dream” that became a reality with the cen
ter’s opening. (BP)

Presbyterian Education Board 
Adopts Budget For 1972

PHILADELPHIA—The United Presby
terian Board of Christian Education has 
adopted a budget of $5,648,925 for 1972, 
an increase of $58,000 over the 1971 figure.

Bertram McClain, assistant treasurer, said 
the increase represents new items assigned 
to the board through General Assembly ac
tion. He explained that the new budget 
actually shows a decrease of $267,783 in 
board operating expenses against the pre
vious year.

The proposed 1972 budget—which ex
cludes allocations for publishing and Wither
spoon Building expenses—is subject to re
vision after receipts for 1971 are tabulated. 
The 1972 publishing budget is $2,759,862 
and the operating budget for the Wither
spoon Building, which houses headquarters 
offices, is $489,579. (RNS)

'Phone Crisis Ministry 
Shifted To Harrisburg

NASHVILLE—Contact Teleministries, 
Inc., an ecumenical telephone crisis min
istry, has transferred its headquarters from 
the United Methodist Board of Evangelism 
here to Harrisburg, Pa.

The move coincides with the appointment 
of the Rev. Robert Larson, associate pastor 
of a Harrisburg Presbyterian church, as 
executive director of the program launched 
in 1969.

Since its inception, Contact Teleministries 
had been headed by the Rev. Ross Whet
stone of the United Methodist evangelism 
agency. (RNS)
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Home Mission Board Adopts $15 Million 1972 Budget
ATLANTA—The Southern Baptist Home 

Mission Board adopted a 1972 budget of 
$15 million aimed at strengthening the 
agency’s work throughout the United States 
and for the support of 2237 homeland mis
sionaries and an Atlanta-based staff of 91 
professionals and 108 full-time employees.

The total budget is $30,000 less than the 
1971 budget, but board officials said they 
anticipate an increase of about $50,000 in 
income during 1972, mostly from special 
mission offerings.

Arthur B. Rutledge, the board’s executive 
secretary, pointed out that there will be no 
increase in income from the Southern Bap
tist Cooperative Program allocations to the 
board in 1972.

He said, however, that the board expects 
an increase of about $50,000 in contribu
tions, primarily through the Annie Arm
strong Easter Offering for Home Missions. 
“Our big hope for financial advance in 1972 
must lie with the special offering,” he said.

The report for 1971, on the other hand, 
reflected increased income through both 
the Cooperative Program and Annie Arm
strong offering.

Cooperative Receipts Up
“Cooperative Program receipts for South

ern Baptist causes during the first 10 months 
of the year showed a gain of about six per 
cent over the corresponding period the pre
vious year,” Rutledge said. “We are grateful 
to Southern Baptists for this increasing sup
port through the Cooperative Program, an 
increase of four per cent for this agency.

“However the board budgeted more than 
it will receive in 1971,” he said. “In reports 
of progress in reaching this year’s goals, I 
found frequent statements to the effect that 
limited funds have precluded the achieve
ment of a particular goal.

“On the other hand, there were state
ments to the effect that the budgetary tight
ness has required more careful scrutiny of 
priorities and more careful budgeting—a 
definite plus,” he observed.

Rutledge said in some departments, such 
as church extension and language missions, 
“there have been fruitful efforts to launch 
new work without board funds.”

The language missions department re
ported 36 such new congregations formed 
during the first half of the year. The church 
extension department reported the beginning 
of 22 church-type missions, involving little 
expense at this stage, but only six new 
churches.

Emphasis On Themes
“Many of us have been encouraged,” 

Rutledge said, “by what seems to be a spiri
tual awakening among youth throughout the 
land, and by a freshly exposed hunger for 
God. We seem now to have a more favor
able climate for effective Christian witness
ing among all segments of the population 
than for several years past.”

During 1972, budgeted items will show 

a continued emphasis of the denomination’s 
annual themes on “Living the Spirit of 
Christ,” with emphasis on missionary and 
field programs, cooperation with other con
vention and state agencies.

Slightly more than half of the 1972 
budget—$7.8 million—will go to the board’s 
Division of Missions to be distributed 
through the six departments—special mis
sion ministries, language missions, interfaith 
witness, work with National Baptists, Chris
tian social ministries, and church extension.

The Division of Associational Services, 
created last year through reorganization of 
the board, will receive nearly $1.2 million.

The Division of Church Loans, authorized 
in August to expand loan activity to the 
entire nation instead of confining its work to 
“new territory” (state conventions organ
ized since 1940), will operate under a $1.9 
million budget.

More than a half million dollars will go 
to the Division of Evangelism. The Evan
gelism Division is presently studying the 
possibility of cooperating with the Southern 
Baptist Radio-TV Commission in producing 
a series of evangelistic programs for tele
vision.

“The board would control program con
tent and provide funds,” Rutledge said. 
“This project has such high potentialities 
and lies so close to the central reason for 
this board’s existence, that we should seek 
to find the funds for this extensive range 
of this board’s responsibilities.”

Other budgeted areas include planning 
and coordination section, $210,000; depart
ment of survey and special studies, $68,000; 
Division of Chaplaincy, $214,000; Division 
of Business Services, $1.9 million; Division 
of Communication, $725,520; and Division 
of Personnel, $273,000. (BP)

Prayer Key Factor In Work, 
Says Astronaut Irwin

James B. Irwin, Apollo 15 astronaut and 
a Southern Baptist layman, told an alumni 
group attending achievement day at Wil
liam Jewell college in Liberty, Mo., that 
prayer was a key factor in his work as an 
an astronaut and in his life.

“I have virtually prayed my way through 
life since a plane crash in the early 1960’s”, 
Irwin related. The training plane crash, 
which threatened to end his flying career 
caused a change in his life that made prayer 
meaningful, the astronaut explained. “When 
I regained consciousness from the crash, I 
asked myself why it happened, why I was 
spared. I was humbled by my plight and 
prayed for understanding and recovery. God 
granted my prayers.”

Irwin said that since that time, prayer has 
been a sustaining factor in his life. Con
cerning the Apollo 15 journey, Irwin said 
the three days on the moon were the most 
thrilling days of his life. “I could just feel 
God’s presence,” he said.

Children’s Homes

YOUTH'S POTENTIAL
By James M. Gregg, Executive Director
The following editorial in a recent issue 

of “Charity and Children” expresses my 
sentiments:

After meeting Sir. Winston Churchill, 
Billy Graham is reported to have said, “I 
felt like I was shaking hands with Mr. 
History.”

To take the hand of “Mr. History,” and 
to look him full in the face, must be a grand 
experience. But a grander thing is to take 
the hand of a child; for in so doing, you 
have taken the hand of “Mr. Future.”

It is our opportunity to develop the best 
in the boys and girls we see every day. A 
mature Christian’s greatest opportunities are 
realized as he guides girls and boys right 
around his own door.

Unlimited horizons stretch before today’s 
youth. With guidance and encouragement 
the one who now looks to you for help may 
some day boldly conquer the frontier which 
lies beyond today’s distant horizon.

Do not underestimate the potential of 
youth, even though he may appear unpro
mising. Thomas Edison, as a boy, was 
thought to be hopelessly dull. And there was 
another who was spurned because he showed 
little promise. He “spoke as never man 
spake” but his neighbors would not hear 
him. After all, he was the only hometown 
“carpenter’s son.”

Keep praying for us as we work with 
homeless youth. Thank you, Tennessee Bap
tists.

Drivers Under Influence 
Face Tougher Legislation

The National Committee on Uniform 
Traffic Laws and Ordinances has approved 
major amendments in the Uniform Vehicle 
Code regarding alcoholic drivers.

The code, established in the 1920’s, is the 
basis for all state motor vehicle laws. 
Changes within the code usually are adopted 
immediately by most state legislatures.

The 133-member committee amended the 
code to: (1) require that physicians report 
the names of patients having diseases or dis
abilities limiting driving ability to state 
health departments, which in turn, would 
report them to motor vehicle departments; 
(2) require that drivers whose blood tests 
show more than one-tenth of one per cent 
of alcohol be presumed to be intoxicated 
and, therefore, guilty of driving while drunk; 
(3) enable judges to send alcoholic drivers 
to treatment centers rather than to jail; (4) 
enable states to take away alcoholics’ vehicle 
registrations as well as drivers’ licenses.

Spokesmen on the committee reported 
that there are approximately one million 
alcoholics in the United States. Alcohol is 
considered the most significant single factor 
in the country’s annual traffic death toll.
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TeQQesseeNeWsBriefs
Two churches in the Wilson County As

sociation have ordained deacons. Vine 
church ordained Estil Perry and Frank 
Domincovitch. Joe Tucker, Wayne Robin
son, and Bernie Ash were ordained at Trin
ity church.

Billy Hyman, a Memphis businessman, is 
the first president of the Union University 
Endowment Society. Hyman is a member of 
the Development Committee of Union’s 
Board of Trustees. Mrs. A. V. Patton, Jack- 
son, was named vice-president. Announce
ment of the new officers was made by En
dowment Director Bill Bates at a luncheon 
meeting held on the campus.

John Tipton was ordained to the gospel 
ministry and Norman Arp licensed to 
preach by the Mt. Zion church, Sweetwater 
Association. Fred L. Tate is pastor.

Howard Kerr, associate pastor and min
ister of music at Glen Park church, Mem
phis, died of a heart attack in Memphis 
December 6. He was 57 years of age. Ken- 
had served the church since March 1965.

Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Ams, members of 
First church, Union City, celebrated their 
50th wedding anniversary December 5.

J^ff Brooks, pastor of Washington Pike 
chvch, Knoxville, will enter the field of 
fun-time evangelism in March 1972. He has 
served as pastor of Shiloh church, Seymour; 
Pisgah church, Decatur; and the Washing
ton Pike church. He is married to the for
mer Marther Burchfield of Knoxville and 
has three sons.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES
Demory church, Campbell County Asso

ciation, has called Audra Cooper as pastor. 
Cooper is returning to the church after a 
lengthy illness.

Everett Gaylor has been re-called as pas
tor of White Oak church, Campbell County 
Association. Gaylor served the church for 
four years before resigning in September.

Wayne Bassette has resigned as pastor 
of the Meadow View church, Lawrence
burg, to accept a call to Calvary church, 
Shelbyville. He will assume his new position 
December 20.

Midway church, Chilhowee Association, 
has called Bill Reed as pastor.

In the Wilson County Association, Billy 
Trice is the new pastor at Fall Creek church 
in Norene. He was previously at Linwood. 
The Linwood church has called James 
Gordon Williams as pastor. He was the 
former pastor at Dowelltown.

W. O. Leach, Humboldt, has been called 
as pastor of the Zion Hill church, Dyer As
sociation.

Prospect church, Carroll-Benton Associ
ation, has purchased a new organ and new 
piano for its auditorium. Jimmy Allison is 
pastor. In the same association, Weldon De
Priest was ordained to the ministry by the 
Republican Grove church.

REVIVAL RESULTS
Centenary church, Chilhowee Associ

ation, reports six additions by baptism, four 
by letter, and many rededications during its 
recent revival. Clarence Sexton served as 
evangelist. Sanders Whaley is pastor.

Bill Hartley preached in revival at First 
church, Alcoa, recently. There were 40 pro
fessions of faith, 31 rededications, two 
called for special service and seven by letter.

Verne Taylor led the music. Doug Sager 
is pastor.

Block Springs church held a youth-led 
revival with the team of preachers from 
Harrison-Chilhowee academy. There were 
five professions of faith and numerous re
dedications. The pastor is R. C. Harless.

Otto Giles, pastor of the Doe River 
church, Elizabethton, reports “one of 
the greatest turnings to Christ in history on 
the past of young people in East Tennes
see,” during revival and school services 
held in the area. Charles Cash, evangelist, 
preached at the Doe River church, and 35 
decisions were recorded. He also led serv
ices at Hampton High School; Cloudland 
High School, Roan Mt.; and Happy Valley 
High School, Elizabethton. Over 400 deci
sions came from Hampton, 250 at Cloud- 
land, and 30 at Happy Valley. Cash plans 
to visit other schools in the area.

Lynn Garden church, Holston Associ
ation, was led in revival by Haven Lowe. 
Stanley Johnson served as minister of mu
sic. Carl Strickler is pastor. In the same as
sociation, Vestel Bennett led revival serv
ices at Greenwood church. Carroll Clark 
is pastor. Unaka Avenue church held re
vival services with evangelist Dewey Kerr. 
Chester Parker is pastor. Bowmantown 
church was led in revival by Samuel Dean, 
pastor of First church, Jonesboro. David 
Tydings is pastor.

There were 14 professions of faith during 
the revival at Round Rock. Joby Byrge, 
pastor of the Ivey Grove church, Caryville, 
was the evangelist. Dan Daugherty is pas
tor. The church is in the Campbell County 
Association. Earl Taylor, full-time evangelist 
from Alcoa, did the preaching at First 
church, Jacksboro. The revival resulted in 
seven additions by baptism and three by 
letter. C. H. Robinson is pastor.

Prospect church, Loudon, held revival 
with Dillard Hagan as evangelist. J. S. 
Aiken is the pastor.

NEW BOOKS
A Foreign Devil in China by John C. 

Pollock, Zondervan, 251 pp*., $5.95. The 
story of Dr. L. Nelson Bell, an American 
surgeon in China.

God, Sex, And You by M. O. Vincent, 
M.D., J. B. Lippincott Company, 165 pp., 
$4.95.

Studies in Problem Texts by J. Sidlow 
Baxter, Zondervan, 192 pp., $1.95. Dr. 
Baxter investigates, analyzes, and interprets 
some of the seemingly more obscure pas
sages of Scripture.

Rex Eledge, pastor of Bells Camp 
Ground church, served as evangelist for 
services at Indian Ridge church, Grainger 
Association. There were six professions of 
faith and two rededications. Ancil F. Gar
rett is pastor.

In the Grainger County Association, sev
eral churches have held revivals recently. 
Rutledge church was led in revival by Sid
ney Waits, pastor from Memphis. The 
church had two additions by baptism, and 
others by letter and rededications. Earl 
Stroup led the music. Herman Ellis is pas
tor. Clifford Hayes, Morristown pastor, led 
services at Blue Springs church. They also 
reported two for baptism. Maurice Quillen 
is pastor.

Gene Morgan, pastor of Narrow Valley 
church, reports four professions of faith and 
numerous rededications during a recent re
vival with Bennie Creel. J. C. Williams led 
the singing. Ten were saved and six bap
tized during services at Barnards Grove 
church. Lowell Young was the evangelist, 
and Ben Carpenter led the music. Ruble 
Price is pastor.

James E. Humphreys Jr., pastor, reports 
six new members by baptism during a re
vival at the Forest Hill church, Shelby 
County Association. D. M. Renick was the 
evangelist.

Richard Vaughan, Beaumont, led revival 
services at Central church, Hixson, recently. 
There were approximately 40 conversions. 
Bill Kennedy is pastor.

Calvary church, Alcoa, reports 13 profes
sions of faith, two additions by letter, and 
24 rededications during its recent revival. 
The evangelist was Henry H. Linginfelter, 
Alcoa. Carl R. Givens served as music 
director. The pastor is Fred O. Ponton.

Four professions of faith, including one 
81-year-old man, were the results of a re
vival at Toone church. There were three 
additions by letter and 30 rededications. 
The evangelist was Bobby Colvert. Jerry 
Foust is pastor.

Bill Hartley led revival services at First 
church, Alcoa, which resulted in 40 pro
fessions of faith, 31 rededications, and two 
called to special service. Music director was 
Verne Taylor. Doug Sager is pastor.
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Suit Filed To Halt Release Of Houston Baptist Hospital
HOUSTON—A suit has been filed by a 

member of Baptist Temple Church here to 
halt the release of the Baptist Memorial 
Hospital System of Houston from Texas 
Baptist ownership.

J. B. Bumgardner, operator of a ready
mix cement business in Houston, said fellow 
Baptists had encouraged him in filing the 
suit.

Bumgardner’s plea for a temporary in
junction will be heard in the 125th District 
Court on Dec. 13. Judge Lewis Dickson 
denied a restraining order, which if granted, 
would have been in effect until the tempo
rary injunction hearing on that date.

At the annual Baptist General Conven
tion of Texas in Houston Oct. 28, Bum
gardner spoke against releasing the system, 
which includes four hospitals and related 
facilities. However, messengers voted to 
give Baptist Memorial independent status 
shortly after they had turned down a hos
pital study committee’s request to permit 
their institutions to accept federal grants and 
loans.

It was the second major effort in five 
years to alter the Convention’s traditional 
stand against federal funding for its insti
tutions.

W. Wilson Turner, president of the 
Houston hospital, told convention mes
sengers that, without government aid, 
the system would have to cut back on 
badly-needed expansion in medical 
care services. Last summer, Baptist 
Memorial announced plans to build an 
$80 million complex on a 38-acre tract 
off Houston’s Southwest Freeway.
Legal arrangements for severance of con

vention control were expected to be com
pleted by the hospital’s trustees about Jan. 1.

Bumgardner claimed in his petition that 
the vote authorizing release of the hospital 
was taken so as to deprive convention mes
sengers “of an opportunity to express their 
opinion or to protect their interests.” He 
charged the vote was “manipulated by the 
managers of the hospital system, the board 
of trustees of the system and the leadership 
of the convention.”

The Tennessee Baptist Convention Executive Board honored eight servants 
of the Convention for tenure of service during the recent Board meeting in 
Brentwood. They are: (front row left to right) Mrs. Mauricette Howell, five 
years; Miss Donna Peoples, five years; Herman Walden, 21 years; second row 
(left to right) Miss Nelle Elder, 15 years; Henry Ridley, 13 years; Mrs. Wilma 
Neely, 15 years; Mrs. Leoma Sherrill, 19 years; and Mrs. Minnie Dorris, 
five years.

“They did it during the lunch hour when 
many of the delegates had gone to lunch,” 
Bumgardner said.

The suit, said the Houston man, seeks to 
protect the gifts by himself and other Bap
tists. He added that donations of individual 
Baptists built the hospital to a worth of 
more than $40 million.

“I just feel like we need to make certain 
that members of Baptist churches have a 
chance to exercise control over their own 
assets,” he said.

Hospital President Turner and Texas 
Baptist Convention leaders declined to 
comment on the suit.
Among 12 ways that he claimed the vote 

was manipulated, Bumgardner charged that 
the convention failed to:

—notify its churches of the proposal 
until September before the October meet
ing;

—make an in-depth study of the value 
of the assets of the system;

—set out precisely the time and place that 
the question of transferring the hospital sys
tem would be considered.

The petition claimed that the hospital’s 
board of trustees presented a financial state
ment “which failed to meet acceptable ac
counting practices” and which was “in
tentionally misleading.”

Also the petition claims that the leader
ship “falsely and fraudulently” made it ap
pear that the hospital was “insolvent and in 
desperate financial condition and that the 
assets could not be sold, when, in fact, it 
had a net value of “no less than $40 million” 
and could have been sold. The annual Con
vention Book of Reports for 1971 showed 
the hospital’s assets to be less than $20

Ronald Fiehrer (right) of the Mead Paper 
Company presents the “Mead Award of 
Merit” to James L. Sullivan (center), execu
tive secretary-treasurer of the Southern Bap
tist Sunday School Board, and W. O. Thom
ason, director of the board’s book store 
division. Presented for the 1972 Baptist 
Book Store Catalog, the award is given in 
recognition of excellence in graphic arts 
communication, for excellence in design, 
illustration, photography, printing and the 
overall ability to communicate. The citation 
represents recognition among several hun
dred entries in the competition during 
August, 1971.

million.
The Bumgardner petition attempts to 

block divestiture of the hospital by the con
vention until authorized to do so “by a 
majority of the messengers” to the conven
tion by a vote taken in a manner “whereby 
all the members of the Baptist churches” at 
the convention have an opportunity to ex
press their judgment as provided in the by
laws. (BP)
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UNIFORM SERIES
Sunday School Lesson for Sunday, December 19, 1971

Good News Of Great Joy
Dr. Charles Ausinus, Pastor 

Lincoln Park Baptist Church, Knoxville

Luke 2:1-14

The late Dr. G. Campbell Morgan pointed 
out that in the earthly life of our Lord, 
there were seven supremely transcendent 
events. They were His birth, His baptism, 
His temptation, His transfiguration, His 
crucifixion, His resurrection, and His ascen
sion. Our lesson for this Sunday has to do 
with His birth.

MYSTERY. The events recorded by Luke 
that brought good news of great joy are not 
a mystery to God. God is working out his 
plan of redemption on time. The mystery is 
manward. We stand amazed as we read of 
the decree that sent Joseph and Mary to 
Bethlehem. There was to be the birthplace 
as foretold by the prophet. “But thou, Beth
lehem out of thee shall come forth that is 
to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth 
have been from of old, from everlasting” 
(Micah 5:2). Paul wrote of “The mystery 
which had been hid for ages” (Col. 1:26), 
“Make known the mystery of the gospel” 
(Eph. 6:19). “To speak the mystery of 
Christ” (Col. 4:3). Mystery here is a word 
that means “what is known only to the 
initiated” (Robertson). Only by revelation 
from God can we understand and appre
ciate the birth of his only begotten son. The 
mystery of how the eternal God could be
come an infant a span long is a

MIRACLE. It is the miracle of the virgin 
birth, a miracle of the incarnation, compre
hending and involving all other miracles. 
The doctrine of the virgin birth of our Lord 
is most vital and foundational to all other 
doctrines of Christianity.

Let us believe rather than argue or reason. 
We cannot explain, but we can adore and 
worship him. We may not know but we can 
humbly love and give thanks.

It is a miracle that the ancient of days 
became a babe in Bethlehem; He who 
thunders on Mt. Sinai crying in a manger; 
He who made all flesh is now become flesh; 
He who could summons a legion of angels 
is wrapped in swaddling clothes; the mighty 
God became a helpless child; God and man 
becoming one. By the miracle of the virgin 
birth we can say with the great George 
Truett, “Christ is just as much God as if he 
were not man, He is just as much man as if 
he were not God; because he is both God 
and man in one personality.” He had no 
earthly father, but being conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, God is his father. The Holy 
Spirit was the love knot between our Lord’s 
two natures. The Holy Spirit took deity and 
humanity and fused them into one.

MARVEL. We marvel at the time of his 
birth. “In the fullness of time God sent forth 

his son” (Paul). Let us marvel at the fulfill
ment of prophecy. Born in the exact city 
Micah had foretold. He was the seed of 
woman, not the seed of man. We marvel at 
the ministry of angels. An angel talked to 
Zacharias, to Mary, to Joseph, and to the 
shepherds. We marvel at the coming of the 
wise men from the east, following His star. 
We marvel that the glorious,, preexistent 
Christ could empty himself and become as 
one of us, yet without sin.

The marvel is that Christ did not sur
render deity, rather he gained humanity. He 
is Emmanuel, God with us, God manifested 
in the flesh.

MESSAGE. The message of Christmas is 
good news of great joy to all people. It is a 
message of God’s visitation to bring deliver
ance, redemption, and salvation. His name 
was to be called Jesus because he would save 
his people from their sins. The angel gave 
the message in verse 11, “For unto you is 
born this day in the city of David a saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord” It is a message 
about Christ, his lineage, his person, his 
purpose, his power, his lordship, and his 
saviourhood.

The message of Christmas is more than 
a pageant, more than history; it is a message 
that Christ came to be your Saviour. It is 
good news of great poy that you can be 
saved and receive eternal life through 
Christ.

MAGNITUDE. The greatness of the birth 
can be measured by all the prophecies and 
promises that focus upon the event. Here 
is the magnitude of God’s love for a 
doomed race, and the greatness of his plan 
of redemption. Think of the magnitude of 
heaven’s interest and concern. The host of 
heaven, the angels, and the glory of the 
Lord that shone around about the birth of 
the Messiah. Look at the magnitude of 
“which shall be to all people” (V. 10). The 
whole race and every person is included.

Think of the magnitude of what Christ 
is and what he came to do. He was the 
promised Messiah and the Saviour of the 
world. He is the founder of Christianity, 
the builder of the Kingdom, and the head of 
the Church, He is King of kings and Lord 
of lords. Oh the magnitude of his prospec
tive majesty, and the glory that shall be 
his. Christ whose birth we celebrate was 
the eternal self-existent one, ompnipresent, 
omniscient, omnipotent, Lord of the sab
bath, forgiver of sins, creator and preserver, 
and will be the judge of all men at the last 
day, “He is the Prince of the Kings of the 
earth” (Rev. 1:5).

MUSIC. Christianity is a singing religion. 
Christians are singing people. Christmas is

Construction has begun on a fellowship 
hall-education building combination at 
Northview church, Memphis. Pictured 
above at recent ground-breaking ceremonies 
are (left) Cecil Brandon, chairman of the 
Building Committee and Bob Kendig, pastor. 
The ceremonies climaxed High Attendance 
Day at the church with a record of 373 in 
Sunday School. Completion of the building 
is scheduled for February, 1972.

a time of music, singing, praise, and rejoic
ing in the Lord. The angel chorus sang, 
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace, good will toward men” (V. 14). So 
let us sing “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 
and rejoice in the historical event. Let us 
again sing “Joy to the World the Lord is 
Come,” “Hark the Herald Angels Sing 
Glory to the New Born King,” “With the 
Angels Let Us Sing Alleluia to Our King, 
Christ the Saviour is Bom,” “Oh Come All 
Ye Faithful, Joyful and Triumphant.”

Let us remember that the peace prom
ised here, and the salvation brought, is to 
those who repent of their sins and trust 
Christ as saviour. To really celebrate Christ
mas and receive the promise of good tidings 
of great joy, one must have a personal en
counter with Jesus.

Glory to God in the height of his Deity, 
Glory to God in the depth of his humanity, 
Glory to God in his all-sufficiency!
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Bible Nuggets For Daily Walk

'HUSBANDS, 
LOVE YOUR WIVES'

By T. B. Maston
“Husbands, love your wives in the 

same way that Christ loved the church 
and gave his life for it” (Eph. 5:25, 
TEV).
Paul, in this beautiful passage (Eph. 5:22- 

33), compares the relation of husband and 
wife to the relation of Christ and his church. 
Just as the church is subject to Christ, so 
the wife should submit herself or be subject 
to her husband.

In turn, Paul says that husbands are to 
love their wives as their own bodies (v. 28) 
or as they love themselves (v. 33), which is 
possibly simply another way of saying the 
same thing. The highest admonition or de
mand is that the husband love his wife as 
Christ loved the church (v. 25). How much 
did Christ love the church? He loved it 
enough that he gave his life for it.

The word for love here is the distinctly 
New Testament word. In others words, the 
husband is to love his wife with the same 
quality of love with which Christ loved the 
church and with which God loved the world 
(John 3:16).

Wives may chafe at Paul’s admonition for 
them to submit themselves to their husbands. 
Will you not agree, however, that very few 
wives would object to submitting themselves 
to their husbands if their husbands loved 
them as Christ loved the church?

Dennis Named to PR Post 
For N. C. Children's Homes

THOMASVILLE, N. C.—J. D. (Sonny) 
Dennis has joined the staff of the Baptist 
Children’s Home of North Carolina here as 
an officer in public relations, communica
tions and news, according to W. R. Wagoner, 
president of the homes.

For the past three years, Dennis, 27, has 
served as assistant to the director of public 
relations at the Southern Baptist Annuity 
Board, Dallas.

A native of Troy, Ala., Dennis has 
worked for radio stations in Talladega and 
Troy, Ala., and in Jackson, Miss., and has 
also been a summer intern for the Alabama 
Baptist State Executive Board for two sum
mers. He operated a news bureau at Shoco 
Springs Baptist Assembly, and was pastor 
of three rural Alabama churches. (BP)

McDonald Named Religion 
Editor of Arkansas Daily

LITTLE ROCK—Erwin L. McDonald, 
who recently announced his plans to retire 
as editor of the “Arkansas Baptist News
magazine” here on March 1, 1972, will be
come religion editor of the “Arkansas 
Democrat,” the afternoon newspaper here.

The “Arkansas Democrat” made the an
nouncement on Nov. 13 in an issue which 
carried the first of a series of columns 
written by McDonald for the paper.

McDonald, editor of the “Arkansas Bap
tist Newsmagazine” for the past 14 years, 
will write a weekly column for the “Arkan
sas Democrat’s” church page from now 
until he assumes the position. (BP)

Polish Baptists Hold
Triennial Conference

Evangelism was the main topic of concern 
when the Polish Baptist Union held its tri
ennial conference in Warsaw, October 28- 
31, under the theme, “Reconciliation 
through Christ.”

Plans were made for participation in the 
World Mission of Reconciliation, a four- 
year program of the Baptist World Alliance 
which will climax in 1975, the year of the 
next Baptist World Congress, scheduled 
to convene in Stockholm, Sweden.

In 1972 the first attempt will be under
taken to organize evangelistic campaigns 
in all local churches of the Polish Baptist 
Union.

Reports told of progress on the construc
tion of new chapels at Bialystok and 
Koszalin and on an old people’s home. 
Schedules were announced for evangelistic 
emphasis in all sections of the union’s 
activities in Christian education.

BA PT 
BOO

PARTNERS N GROWTH

734 Cherry St. • Chattanooga, TN 37402 • (615) 267-3845
706 S. Gay St. • Knoxville, TN 37902 • (615) 525-8131
24 N. Second St. • Memphis, TN 38103 • (901) 525-0267
1010 Broadway • Nashville, TN 37203 • (615) 242-5647

The 
number one 

commentary on 
Billy Graham’s 
recommended 
youth reading 

list
(DECISION Magazine)

THE NEW BIBLE 
COMMENTARY: REVISED

Edited by D. Guthrie, J.A. Motyer, A.M. 
Stibbs, D.J. Wiseman

Features: 1328 double 
column pages. 9%" x 
6%". Succinct intro
ductions, thorough 
outlines for each book 
of the Bible. Cloth 
$12.95
", , . written by men 
who believe the Scrip
tures, recognize them 
as inspired of God, and are seeking to 
understand what God is saying to men. 
We recommend the volume to preachers, 
Sunday School teachers, and others seek
ing up-to-date scholarly material written 
by men of known conservatism."

—BAPTIST RECORD

THE NEW BIBLE 
DICTIONARY

Edited by J.D. Douglas

An entirely new and 
up-to-date dictionary 
of the whole Bible. 
Over 2,300 articles, 
maps, sketches, out
linesand photos. 1424 
pages, Cloth $12.95 
"... loyal to the Bible, 
and provides a wealth 
of Information . .. an 
invaluable aid to teachers, ministers, 
and others.” —SOUTHWEST BAPTIST

THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
"A masterpiece . . . up-to-date and rel
evant. Every professor of Biblical and 
related courses, every Biblical student, 
every Sunday School teacher, every re
ligious leader, and every layman or lay- 
woman must be a user of this volume— 
it fills a vacuum! Destined for wide ac
claim and acceptance.” —D. W. DEERE, 
Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary

Order from your Baptist Book Store.

■lu WM-B* EERDMANS 
1 29 ||^\ PUBLISHING CO. 
m II >\ Grand Rapids, Michigan
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Tennessee Court Issues Stringent 
Ruling In Tax Exemption Case

NASHVILLE—The Tennessee Court of 
Appeals ruled here that any property of 
the Methodist Publishing House used simul- . 
taneously for religious and non-religious 
activities must be taxed.

Tax-exempt buildings and equipment may 
be used exclusively for ‘‘promoting religious 
belief and worship in accordance with the 
doctrine and practices” of the denomina
tion, the court said.

The decision was seen as the most restric
tive definition of the purpose of church 
property ever handed down in Tennessee, a 
state in which extensive religious publishing 
is carried out.

If allowed to stand—and the Publishing 
House plans to appeal—the ruling could 
have broad application to other firms as well 
as to private companies publishing religious 
material.

Earlier Judgment Overturned
The appeals court overturned an earlier 

judgment by the local Chancery Court, 
which held that taxes on church property 
could be prorated according to what por
tion was used for purposes not strictly reli
gious. The city government has long been 
attempting to impose heavier taxes on seven 
denominational agencies, some of which 
have long paid ad valorem taxes.

Judge Henry F. Todd wrote the court’s 
decision. Judges James W. Parrott and 
Charles Nearn, concurred. They remanded 
the case to the State Board of Tax Equaliza
tion, with a directive that the board decide 
what equipment and portions of buildings 
are used “exclusively” for religious pur
poses in keeping with United Methodist 
belief.

The judges doubted that any portion of 
the Methodist Publishing House property— 
for printing, sales and distribution—“can 
be shown to be exclusively associated with 
sectarian religious objectives.”

Cited as offering material not exclusively 
limited to the promotion of United Meth
odist doctrine were Abingdon Press, a book 
division, Parthenon Press, which does 
limited job-printing, and the mailing offices 
of the Cokesbury Division, a merchandizing 
unit.

Other Cases Pending
Judge Todd said the firm’s organizational 

structure complicated the case. Property 
assessed at $1.5 million is technically owned 
by the former Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South. The Board of Publication of the 
United Methodist Church owns property 
assessed at $81,200.

However, Judge Todd said that in his 
opinion the United Methodist Church was 
the “true (or at least beneficial) owner and 
user of the property.”

The decision is believed to be the first in 
which a Tennessee court has held that reli
gious activities must apply to a particular 

denomination to be eligible for tax exemp
tion. Such an opinion raised many legal 
questions for firms producing non-denomi- 
national or inter-denominational materials, 
as well as for private publishers producing 
religious materials.

Judge Todd’s key statement said: “In the 
determination of what, if any, of the sub
ject property shall be exempt, the control
ling rule shall be: All property shall be 
taxable except those specific designated 
portions of realty which are shown to be ex
clusively occupied and used by the United 
Methodist Church, and/or its subsidiary 
agencies for the purpose of promoting reli
gious belief and worship in accordance with 
the doctrine and practices of the United 
Methodist Church.”

SPECIAL INSURANCE 
FOR NON-DRINKERS

AUTOMOBILE

Complete Family Protection

Low Rates
Special Discounts for Two 
Cars and Compacts
No Fault

HOMEOWNERS

Complete Protection For
tome and Possessions
.oss by Theft 
’ersonal Liability

IF YOU DON'T DRINK-GET DETAILS
BENTON:
Charles A. Maynor 
Phone: 338-4091

BROWNSVILLE:
J. C. Hamilton

CENTERVILLE:
William Hunt McClanahan
Phone: 729-2406

CHATTANOOGA:
Chattanooga Branch Office
Wade Cappieman 
5916 Brainerd Rd. 
Phone: 894-3275 
Edward S. Perry 
A. & P. Insurance Agency 
Phone: 266-2297
CLARKSVILLE:
Howard W. Armstrong 
Clifton Wayne Gibson 
Phone: 647-8281

COOKEVILLE:
J. C. McKinley
Phone: 526-4717

DOVER:
Homer L. Chester
Phone: 232-5956

DYERSBURG:
Leslie E. Newsom
Phone: 285-8089

ELIZABETHTON: 
Mrs. Alma Hart 
Phone: 542-5648 
John Bell Lewis 
Phone: 474-3323

ERIN:
Raymond M. Rye
Phone: 289-3494

HENNING:
Powers Smith
P. 0. Box 162, Hwy. 51 So.
Office Phone: 738-5110
Home Phone: 738-4761

JACKSON:
Raymond W. Rlcherson
Phone: 422-1531

KNOXVILLE:
1127 N. Broadway Branch 
Phone: 524-1201 
Jerry Austin
Roy Hutchens 
Thomas E. Reed 
2611 Magnolia Ave. 
Phone: 546-1893 
Ralph C. Sharp

INSURANCE COMPANIES

State Office, Suite 101, 1007 Murfreesboro Road, Nashville, Tennessee. Phone 244-2485
Agencies available throughout the State of Tennessee and Kentucky. Insurance experi

ence desired but not necessary, part time or full time. Call, write or wire Ray enkins,
State Mgr.

In the initial assessment made by Nash
ville’s tax assessor, a figure of Si,500,000 on 
one Publishing House office building, 
$81,200 on another and $3 million on the 
contents (equipment) in both buildings.

The cases of six other denominational 
publishing firms are pending, with the 
decision in the Methodist case seen as a 
possible precedent. (RNS)

CHURCH FURNITURE 
by LINDSEY

DIRECT FROM THE 
FACTORY—PEWS, PULPIT 
TABLES, CHAIRS, FIBRE- 
GLASS BAPTISTRIES AND 
CLASSROOM EQUIPMENT.

PHONE 615-762-2249 

BOX 429

LAWRENCEBURG, TENN. 38464

CHURCH PACKAGE 
POLICY

Complete Protection For 
• Your Church and Buildings 
• Loss by Theft 
• Liability and Medical 
• Unbelievably Low Cost 

Due to Packaging
TODAY

LAFOLLETTE:
Phone: 562-2755
G. Fred Longmire

LIVINGSTON: 
A. B. Qualls, Jr. 
Phone: 823-4499

MADISON:
608 Gallatin Rd., N. 
Phone: 865-0970 
Sherman M. Brown
Roy Langley
Bob Dorsey 
Phone: 227-6825

MADISONVILLE:
Kennedy Ins. Agency
Phone: 442-2198

MCMINNVILLE: 
Willie W. Wilson 
Phone: 473-3068

MEMPHIS Branch Office: 
4826 Summer Avenue 
Phone: 683-4517 
Stan Oliver, Sales Mgr. 
Jim Duke
Office Phone: 683-4517 
Home Phone: 362-3430

MILLINGTON:
Charles C. Hollingsworth

MURFREESBORO: 
Woodrow Medlock 
Phone: 893-7047

NASHVILLE State Office: 
1007 Murfreesboro Rd. 
Phone: 244-2485
Ray R. Jenkins, State Mgr 
John Swack 
Wm. Cecil Griffith 
Perry Baggs

OAK RIDGE:
D. Eugene McClanahan 
Phone: 483-9142

MEMPHIS-WHITEHAVEN OFFICE: PARIS: 
3755 Hwy. 51 So. #4 
Memphis, Tenn.
Phone: 396-1717 
Ken Witt
Office Phone: 396-1717 
Home Phone: 363-5924

H. D. Lax 
Phone: 642-5281

SWEETWATER:
Vernon O. Cribb 
Phone: 337-3168
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21 Baptist Evangelists 
Die In India Tidal Wave

NELLORE, India — Twenty-one 
traveling Baptist evangelists perished 
with 30,000 residents of Chandpara 
near Nellore when tidal waves swept 
the city recently. All were affiliated 
with the Seventh Day Baptist Confer
ence of India.

Three teams of seven evangelists 
each were working in Chandpara when 
the storm hit, according to B. John 
V. Rao, secretary of the Seventh Day 
Baptist Conference of India. They 
were were engaged in distributing 
evangelistic tracts and personal wit
nessing.

The teams included 12 men working 
on a full-time basis, and nine who were 
engaged part time for special projects.

Special funds were being sought in 
Seventh Day Baptist churches in both 
India and America to assist the families 
which were left fatherless. (BP)

Two Baptist Churches
Damaged In Belfast Bombings

Two Baptist churches in Belfast, Ireland, 
have suffered structural damage as a result 
of bombings in the immediate area where 
the churches are located.

A devotional service had just ended at 
Cliftonpark Avenue Church, and the con
gregation was singing the final hymn when a 
bomb exploded. Most of the windows were 
blown in and glass was scattered widely 
over the church. Apart from shock no in
juries were reported.

J. F. Bradley is minister at Cliftonpark 
Church, which is located close to the Crum- 
lin Road, Oldpark area of the city. The 
parsonage is also located in the troubled 
area.

Placement Of Black Liberation Flag 
In School Classrooms Under Fire

NEWARK, N.J.—The Newark City 
Board of Education has been ordered to 
show cause why it was justified in voting 
to place the “black liberation” flag in all 
schools and classrooms where black stu
dents are in the majority.

Supreme Court judge James T. Owens of 
New Jersey issued the order in response to 
a complaint filed by John Cervase, one of 
four school board members not present 
at the meeting when the flag resolution was 
adopted.

Cervase said he will seek a restraining 
order to prevent implementation of the res
olution until the show-cause order is return
able on Dec. 17. (RNS)

SONGWRITERS! POETS!
Spiritual and religious poems and songs 

wanted for recording by the Chapel Symphony 

Orchestra and Choir. We pay all recording 

costs.

Information: Write Dept. JL 
CHAPEL RECORDING CO.
P.O. Box 161, Wollaston, Ma. 01170
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Sunday School Lesson for Sunday, December 19, 1971

CALL TO SERVICE
By W. R. White

Baylor University, Waco, Texas

Basic Passage: Luke 10:1-42
Focal Passage: Luke 10:25-37

To do a good turn each day is a spendid 
objective. However, it can be very super
ficial and perfunctory.

Perhaps the word, service, has been used 
too glibly. It needs to be given a concept 
of depth and effectiveness. Too much serv
ice is merely dealing with symptoms and 
patchwork and not enough with causes and 
wholeness.

It is so easy to hurt people in our efforts 
to help them. In our great program of ma
terial generosity as a government, we have 
increased in the main a chronic sense of 
dependence at home and abroad. Our ability 
to keep up permanently and increasingly 
what we have been doing causes any de
crease in our giving to precipitate, not only 
a reaction of dissatisfaction but even anger. 
They are turning against their benefactor. 
Most of those who voted against us on the 
two-China idea in the United Nations owe 
their survival to us. Yet they even celebrated 
hilariously our humiliation. We helped them 
long before this issue was ripe for resolution. 
Gratitude has been conspicuous for its ab
sence.

We meant well but we failed in our 
method. There are ways to alleviate prob
lems by helping people to help themselves. 
This deals with causes. If we destroy peo
ple’s self-respect, they will cease to respect 
us. This is true at home and abroad.
Plot Beautifully Foiled
Luke 10:25-28

An adroit lawyer asked Jesus a loaded 
question, “Master, what shall I do to in
herit eternal life?” He did not want to know 
so much as to see whether he could catch 
Jesus as to the interpretation of the law, 
according to the experts.

Jesus inquired of him, “What is written 
in the law? How readest thou?” He had to 
answer his own question.

He replied that one must love God with 
his whole being and his neighbor as himself. 
God is to have no rival in our love and we 
are to have no reservations in our affection. 
Besides our love for our neighbor is to be as 
strong as our love for himself. Jesus made 
him face up to the law and the lawyer’s 
own accepted interpretation.

The Lawler Sees To Extricate Himself 
Luke 10:29

Jesus challenged him to live up to his 
own doctrine and live eternally. This put 
him in a corner. He was not doing and 
could not do it perfectly.

Seeking to trap or expose Jesus he had 
trapped himself. He had been exposed be

fore the people. He had to save face some
how. He called on Jesus to define and iden
tify what is meant by the term neighbor. 
This gave Jesus a supreme opportunity.
Refusing To Be Involved
Luke 10:30-32

Our Lord answered the lawyer’s question 
by a matchless illustration. He related how 
a man went on his way from Jerusalem to
ward Jericho and became a victim of ruth
less thieves. He was stripped and beaten 
half to death. They left the helpless man in 
his precarious agony.

A priest and Levite came along and saw 
his pitiful plight but passed by on the other 
side. They were not going to take any risk 
or become involved. They left him in his 
plight. They were not going to be delayed 
in their mission. They were eligible to per
form religious functions but they were going 
to confine themselves to temple and syna
gogue activities instead of meeting human 
need in the raw.

We have had striking incidents lately of 
screaming victims of pursuing assailants 
whose plight was observed by many who 
stood at a short distance and refused to lift 
a hand. They explained that they did not 
want to be involved.

Far less dramatic but poignant instances 
are taking place in our society every day.

Pastoral Care Advisory 
Committee Is Selected

Six persons from Middle Tennessee Bap
tist churches have been named to a newly- 
appointed Pastoral Care Advisory Commit
tee at Baptist Hospital, Nashville.

Hospital President Gene Kidd made this 
announcement recently, upon approval of 
the Executive Committee of the Board of 
Trustees.

Those appointed to the committee include 
Tom Madden, Pastor of First Baptist church, 
Tullahoma; Gaye McGlothlen, Pastor of Im
manuel Baptist church, Nashville; Vern 
Powers, Director of Protection Plans, Ten
nessee Baptist Convention; Gene Cotey, 
Pastor of First Baptist church, Murfrees
boro; Jim Henry, Pastor of Two Rivers 
Baptist church, Nashville; and Tom Bryan, 
Nashville Physician and member of First 
Baptist church, Nashville. Hospital Chaplain 
William Mays, Director of Pastoral Services 
and Education, will serve in an ex officio 
pacity and as secretary of the committee.

Kidd explained the committee was ap
pointed and constructed to strengthen the 
ties and communication between Baptist 
Hospital and Middle Tennessee Baptists and 
churches. .

Foundation

WHICH RECORD PREVAILS?
By Jonas L. Stewart

Executive Secretary-Treasurer
Men run the surveyor’s chain around their 

real estate, trace their readings in the court
house record and proclaim for all the world 
to hear, “Mine, Mine.” But is it true?

God recorded that property long ago. 
“The earth is mine and the fulness thereof” 
(Psalms 24:1). We Baptists say we believe 
this. It is our announced conviction that we 
are only stewards of that which we possess. 
However, when we come to the time of 
death we forget what we have professed and 
decide to give to others that which we said 
belonged to God. Now this would be honest 
if we were assured that the one receiving it 
would use it to glorify Christ and pass it on 
to others for the same purpose. The sad 
truth is that most of our holdings will one 
day fall into hands that do not honor God. 
Disagreement among relatives, legal pro
ceedings and taxes will finally take most of 
it—if not in the next generation, then it will 
happen somewhere down the way.

The Tennessee Baptist Foundation was 
established by men led of God to be a trust 
agency with the purpose of saving for His 
Kingdom that which He has provided for 
our use. Many, many of God’s chosen ones 
are now preparing Christian wills, leaving 
their property in trust to the Tennessee Bap
tist Foundation. They name the Christian 
Cause to benefit from the income, thus pre
serving for God’s use that which they have 
said belongs to Him anyway.

Write our office and request information 
for help in preparing a Christian will. No 
one will come to your home without an in
vitation. Our address: Tennessee Baptist 
Foundation, Dr. Jonas L. Stewart, Executive 
Secretary-Treasurer, P. O. Box 647, Brent
wood, Tennessee 37027.

Home Mission Board Raises 
Ceiling On Church Loans

ATLANTA—The ceiling on loans from 
the Southern Baptist Home Mission Board 
to building churches was raised to $125,000 
during the annual meeting of the board of 
directors for the mission agency.

Robert H. Kilgore of Atlanta, director of 
the Division of Church Loans for the board, 
said the increase from $100,000 reflects the 
demand of churches for larger loans to meet 
the higher costs of building.

He said funds were in sight to meet all 
expected 1972 needs, and he did not expect 
the larger loans to result in fewer churches 
served.

Other limitations set on loans remain the 
same, such as 20-year terms and interest 
rates, Kilgore reported.

Kilgore said the interest rates change dur
ing the year and are dependent upon market 
conditions and what the agency has to pay 
for money it borrows.

Loans are made by the division in all 
areas of the United States. (BP)
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From the
Executive Secretary

By W. Fred Kendall
In just nine days Christmas will be here 

once again. People are now rushing around 
wearing themselves out in preparation for it.

Stores are busy. Clerks 
are tired and tried with 
the many problems that 
the large crowds bring. 
Many show their impa
tience and reflect the 
wear and tear of it all. 
This is the result of the 
emphasizing of the ma
terial side and the world
ly side.

It is amazing how 
much has become at
tached to Christmas that

has nothing to do with the real meaning of 
it. In nearly two thousand years many things 
have come to be associated with Christmas 
that had a pagan origin. I have read two 
books which give so many of these customs 
and some legendary which have come to be 
associated with Christmas.

For the Christian there is just one great 
central truth to be always kept in the center. 
It is the coming of Christ and what He now 
means as the living Savior and Redeemer of 
all mankind. It is encouraging to see so 
much great music being presented this year. 
Composers through the ages have tried to 
recapture all the meaning from the time of 
the prophets of the Old Testament to the 
story of Bethlehem. Christmas music is 
naturally joyous as it seeks to proclaim the 
glad tidings of the great joy that it brings 
to a sin-cursed earth.

Christmas is a time to worship and praise 
God for His saving grace. Through His 
mercy and redemptive nature the sinful 
world is the object of His great love. “God 
so loved . . . that He gave” Jesus said to 
Nicodemus. The angels proclaimed to the 
shepherds, “unto you a Savior is born.” The 
coming of Christ is the incarnation of the 
one true God in the flesh of man—the Son 
of Man—the Second Adam. He came to go 
to the cross to provide the atonement for 
the sins of all mankind. Much has been writ
ten by theologians trying to explain the 
mystery and the meaning of it. The greatest 
witness of the meaning and effectiveness of 
it all is from the lips and lives of those who 
have come to Him and who have experi
enced redemption from their sins.

This Christmas there is a great emphasis 
on witnessing. This is as it should be. It is
/vwwvvvvwvvvwvvvivvvvuwwiwaaviwvvvvwvw^^

Fiber Glass Baptistries 
Repair Old and Build New 
Call 292-4029 or Write

Ashbaugh Fiber Glass 
P.O. Box 894, Nashville, Tenn. 37202
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Historically:
From the files

50 YEARS AGO
A Sunday School class at First 

church, Jackson, was supporting a 
student in Union university, paying all 
expenses. The amount paid was about 
$15 per month.

20 YEARS AGO
Pleasant Hill church, Madison- 

Chester Association, entered into a 
full-time church program. L. H. Can
ada was pastor.

There were 1663 open country Bap
tist churches in Tennessee in 1951. 
1501 of these reported that they did 
have a pastor.

10 YEARS AGO
Free Witt church, Copper Basin 

Association, called Clois Dilbeck as 
pastor.

Lucius W. Hart was elected presi
dent of the Board of Managers of the 
Tennessee Baptist Children’s Home in 
a December meeting held in Franklin. 
They reported that the three children’s 
homes had ministered to 453 children 
during 1961.

not a question of Christ being born in Beth
lehem and laid as a babe in a manger nearly 
two thousand years ago. The question for 
each individual is, “Has He came into your 
life? Is He your Savior? Is He the Lord of 
your life?” As He was born in Bethlehem, 
He wants every individual to be born spiri
tually into the family of God. He is the only 
door to that spiritual experience.

Christmas ought to be a time of complete 
and full commitment by every Christian. 
How far short we come of being all we 
should be as redeemed children of God 
through Christ. It is a time to draw nearer 
and to seek to maintain a closer fellowship 
with Him as our Living Lord day by day. 
It ought also to be a great time for evan
gelism. We ought to proclaim His great invi
tation “Come” as never before. We must live 
Christ above all the confusion and material
ism and selfishness and let mankind really 
see what Christmas is all about and call 
them to repentance and faith in the Christ 
of Christmas.

or Phone Toll-Free 
1-800-241-3166

FIRST MORTGAGE CHURCH BONDS
Registered as to principal and interest 

Interest payable semi-annually

Write CHURCH SECURITIES, INC. 
(Formerly Church Investors)

4095 Clairmont Road Atlanta, Ga. 30341

By Dr. B. David Edens, 
Director, Marriage and 
Family Program 
Stephens College 
Columbia, Missouri 65201

On Matters of

How To Teach Child To 
Master Bicycle

Teaching your own child to ride a bike 
can be a touchy business, requiring much of 
the delicacy, empathy and un-natural pa
tience involved in teaching your mate to 
drive a car.

If you can’t persuade a calm and kindly 
older youngster to take on the job, the tips 
offered by New York City biking instructor 
Bob Salzman may help you plan your ap
proach.

Before you begin, however, remember 
that your child will respond to the challenge 
of learning to ride a bike much the way he 
has reacted to new experiences all his life. 
Try to tailor your teaching to his tempera
ment and reaction pattern.

Salzman, whose pupils are mostly adults, 
has developed the following teaching se
quence. First, make sure the learner uses a 
bike small enough for his feet to touch the 
ground, he stresses in Woman’s Day. Warm 
him up by having him walk the bike down a 
mild, grassy slope while seated on the bike. 
Then have him coast down the slope with 
feet off the ground. On level ground, hold 
the bike firmly while the learner gets the 
feel of pedaling. When this is mastered, al
low him to pedal on his own.

Iowa Legislative Committee Woidd 
Tax Parsonages And Rectories

DES MOINES—A tax subcommittee of 
the Iowa Legislature will recommend to the 
next session of the General Assembly that 
parsonages and rectories be placed on the 
property tax rolls beginning in 1974.

The same recommendation purposes that 
property owned by labor, fraternal and 
agricultural organizations, now exempt, be 
taxed. Church buildings, and the homes of 
priests would retain their tax-exempt status.

“Uniformity in taxation is one of our 
prime objectives,” Rep. Roorda said. Par
sonages and rectories attached to church 
buildings would be taxed on an equal basis 
with other residences, he said. (RNS)
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Baptist and Dependents

Remarkable, New

HOSPITAL-SURGICAL Plan
Guaranteed 8% CASH AWARD

for each year you do not use your policy benefits.
1. A New Hospital and Surgical 

Plan that Pays You to Stay Well
Policy Form HS-500 guarantees you an 
8% cash award for each year you do not 
use your policy benefits. But if you are 
sick or injured, you may receive benefits 
up to $40 a day for each day in the hos
pital, surgical fees up to $600, plus bene
fits for drugs, operating room, anesthesia, 
X-Ray, ambulance and many other mis
cellaneous hospital charges.

Special Consideration
will be given if you have an existing 
health condition, with benefits payable 
after six months.

ENROLLMENT PERIOD OPEN... ACT NOW!
CUT OUT ALONG DOTTED LINE AND MAIL

■ Name_ 

■ Address 

■ City___
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UI

FREE SAMPLE POLICY CERTIFICATE

interested in receiving FREE INFORMATION about: 
Hospital-Surgical Plan with 8% cash award for 
good health.
Medicare Supplement Plans, up-to $25,000
Hospital Protection To Cover Cancer • Heart Trouble*
Diabetes • Ulcers • Other Serious Ailments •

MY DATE OF BIRTH IS:

B Do Hot Cut Here . . . Just Fold Over, Seo! ond Moil This Repty

(D

u)

POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY

■I CUT OUT ALONG DOTTED LINE AND MAIL

FIRST CLASS PERMIT NO. 3294, NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE

Union banker* Jniurance Company,
2720 Nolensville Rood, P. O. Box 8685 

Noshville, Tennessee 37211

Houston Baptist Church
Sets New Baptism Record

HOUSTON—The First Baptist church 
of Houston baptized 1669 persons last year, 
apparently a new all-time record for a

DAY MONTH YEAR
State_________________ Zip-----------

Envelope . .

Southern Baptist church during 
year (October-September).

Pastor John Bisagno, who 
came to the downtown church 
here in 1970 from First South
ern Baptist Church of Del City, 
Okla., said that 950 of the bap
tisms resulted through a SPI- 
RENO (Spiritual Revolution 
Now) campaign conducted by 
the church last spring.

Bisagno also attributed the 
continuing revival in the church 
with spurring members to raise 
the church’s annual budget 
from $290,000 last year to 
$656,000 this year.

He said the previous recorded 
high mark for baptisms by a 
Southern Baptist church in a 
year was about 1100 by High
land Park Baptist church, Chat
tanooga, Tenn., a congregation 
no longer affiliated with the SBC.

a single

Officials in the Southern Baptist Home 
Mission Board Division of Evangelism in 
Atlanta said they knew of no other South
ern Baptist church which had baptized as 
many persons in one year. Last year, First 
Baptist church, Merritt Island, Fla.., led 
the SBC in baptisms with 395 reported. (BP)

Religious Book Sales
Rose Slightly In '70

NEW YORK—Sales totalling $113 mil
lion in religious books were reported in 
1970—$5 million more than in 1969—ac
cording to estimates of the Association of 
American Publishers here.

Sales of Bibles, hymnals, testaments and 
prayer books reached $56 million in 1970, 
an increase of $9 million over the 1969 
figure.

However, sales of “other religious books” 
dropped by $4 million, from $61 million 
in 1969 to $57 million.

The $113 million total for 1970 repre
sents an increase of about $32 million over 
the $81 million total reported in 1963. 
Sales of Bibles, prayer books, testaments 
and hymnals totaled about $35 million in 
1963 and “other religious books” grossed 
$46 million.

Results of the latest survey by the As
sociation showed all book sales in 1970 
totalled $2,924,340,000—an increase of 
5.8 per cent or $161 million over the pre
vious year. But the increase was well below 
an average increase of 8 per cent for the 
last 10 years, the Association said. (RNS)
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