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Bible Nuggets For Daily Walk

'IT WAS VERY GOOD'
By T. B. Maston

“And God saw everything that he had 
made, and, behold, it was very good” (Gen. 
1:31, KJV).

At the close of the creation God pro
nounced everything “very good.” This in
cluded the creation of male and female (v. 
27). The latter means, among other things, 
that sex is a good gift of God.

However, the idea that sex is evil has 
been and is quite prevalent among Chris
tians. This idea did not come from our 
Jewish background. Rather, it came from 
certain forms of Greek philosophy. Some 
of the Greeks considered the material evil. 
The body was material, sex belonged to the 
body, and hence it was considered evil. Un
fortunately, this idea has persisted through 
the centuries.

We believe, however, that we are in har
mony with God’s purpose and will when 
we suggest that the sex urge is no more 
wrong within itself than the desire for food 
or drink. They are all good gifts from God. 
Like hunger and thirst and other natural 
urges, the sex urge can be expressed in 
wrong, hurtful, and self-defeating ways.

The sex urge can be appropriately com
pared to a fire. Fire is a blessing to man
kind. It cooks our food and warms our 
homes but it can burn our food and destroy 
our homes.

We tell our children not to play with 
fire. It is dangerous. It can quickly get out 
of control. So it is with sex. It can enrich 
and bless our lives if kept under control.

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR
Established 1835 

Post Office Box 647, Brentwood, Tenn. 37027 
Phone: (615) 833-4220

James A. Lester
Editor-Manager 

Euka Lannom ...........................Assistant to the Editor
Richard David Keel .................. Circulation Manager

Published weekly except Christmas week by the 
Executive Board of the Tennessee Baptist Convention, 
at Brentwood, Tennessee, (Post Office Box 647) 
37027. Subscription prices: $2.75, individual; clubs 
of ten or more, $2.25; church budget, four cents 
weekly when sent to 51 per cent or more of church 
homes. Second class postage paid at Brentwood, 
Tennessee, and at additional mailing office.

Space forbids printing of resolutions and obituaries. 
Advertising rates on request.

Member of Baptist Press (BP) service of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. Subscriber to Religious 
News Service (RNS).

News-Journal of Tennessee Baptist Convention 
W. Fred Kendall, Executive Secretary-Treasurer

ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE: Tom Madden, 
William Harbin, Bruce Coyle, O. Wyndell Jones, 
Hayward Highfill, Winfield Rich, William E. Crook, 
Raymond Lloyd, Carl B. Allen, Ralph Norton, Wade 
IJarby, James Jennings, Carroll Owen, and Clarence 
Stewart.

Keith Joins Lightfoot
Evangelistic Association

DALLAS—Billy Keith, director of pub
lic relations for the Baptist General Con
vention of Texas since 1968, has joined the 
A. B. Lightfoot Evangelistic Association as 
public relations consultant.

Keith, 37, will be headquartered in Dallas, 
where he will have primary responsibility 
for coordination of evangelistic crusade and 
revival meetings and preparation of evange
listic materials for use in local churches.

Previously, Keith was a Southern Baptist 
missionary to Japan, where he was pastor of 
a Japanese Baptist church, and director of 
radio and television programming for Bap
tists in Tokyo and on the Island of Hok
kaido. He also edited the Japan Baptist 
News and was news director for the Japan 
Baptist New Life Movement, a nation-wide 
evangelistic effort co-sponsored by Texas 
Baptists in 1961.

The Oklahoma native is a former pastor 
of First Baptist Church, Canadian, Okla. 
He is a journalism graduate of Wheaton 
College, Wheaton, Ill., and Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, 
where he served for several years as news 
director. He also was editor of Southwestern 
News, the seminary’s alumni periodical. 
(BP)

pulpit
By Jim Griffith

Even in the midst of the hectic last- 
minute Yuletide rush, it was impos
sible to ignore the sign in a large de
partment store which advised: “Make 
This A Christmas He Won’t Forget— 
Charge Everything!”

Needless to say, there is a better 
reason for remembering Christmas. 
Beyond all the tinseled glitter of the 
holiday season, there is the Miracle 
of the Manger: this once-for-all Christ
mas event.

Good News! News too good to be 
true? No, it was news too good not to 
be true.

One daily newspaper follows the 
policy of printing only good news on 
the front page on Christmas Day. 
But God’s good news was published 
over 1900 years ago in Bethlehem and 
it was a continuing story—going all 
the way to Calvary where the lost can 
hear forevermore the glad tidings: 
“And I, if I be lifted up, shall draw 
all men unto me.”
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Devotional

God's Light In A Dark World*
By Melvin G. Faulkner 

Pastor, First Baptist Church, Erwin
Almost 2000 years have passed since Jesus 

came into our world. Most of these years 
have been very dark with war and oppres
sion, ignorance and superstition, and inde
scribable human suffering.

However, through all 
this time God’s people 
have had one bright Star 
of Hope to comfort, in
spire, and guide them. 
That Star of Hope is 
Jesus Christ. He said, “I 
am the light of the world: 
he that followeth me 
shall not walk in dark
ness, but shall have the 
light of life.” We know 
that his words are true 
for we have experienced 

his light and his love.
God has never left his people without a 

light to guide them. The pre-Christmas 
world had a light just as certain, though it 
did not shine as brightly, as the Star of 
Bethlehem. That light was the voice of God 
speaking through the prophets.

An excellent example of this is found in 
Isaiah 9:2, 6. “The people that walked in 
darkness have seen a great light: they that 
dwell in the land of the shadow of death, 
upon them hath the light shined. . . . For 
unto us a child is born, unto us a son is 
given: and the government shall be upon 
his shoulder: and his name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, 
The everlasting Father, The Prince of 
Peace.”

The prophet was lifted out of his time 
and transported down through the centuries 
to behold our Lord’s work in perspective. 
For he describes Christ as if he were writing 
history instead of prophecy. This is God’s 
way of saying to all mankind, I love you, 
and I do not want you to stumble about in 
the darkness of this world, being separated 
from me and all that is worthwhile. This is 
why I sent my son, that he might lead you 
into the light that will eventually bring you 
to that perfect day.

Executive Secretary Named 
By West Virginia Baptists

WILLIAMSON, W. Va.—The Rev. John 
I. Snedden of St. Alban’s has been elected 
executive secretary of the West Virginia 
Convention of Southern Baptists, organized 
last year.

For the past year, he and the Rev. Francis 
R. Tallant, were co-directors of the Conven
tion. For seven years before the state con
vention was formalized, the two men were 
co-directors of denominational programs in 
the state.

Snedden served for 13 years as director 
of missions and evangelism for Southern 
Baptists in West Virginia. (RNS)
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SBC Restructure Committee 
Continues Study On Proposals

NASHVILLE—A committee assigned last 
year to study the entire structure of the 
Southern Baptist Convention decided here 
to postpone making any recommendations 
on restructure to the denomination’s Execu
tive Committee until after it has held an
other meeting.

The study group, called the Committee 
of Fifteen, has scheduled another session, 
Jan. 6-7, to “consider further any recom
mendations we might present to the SBC 
Executive Committee in February,” the 
chairman said.

E. W. Price Jr., chairman of the com
mittee and pastor of Green Street Baptist 
Church in High Point, N.C., said the com
mittee is still in the “study and input stage” 
and is not yet ready to finalize any recom
mendations.

Price said that if any individuals 
have suggestions concerning possible 
restructure proposals for the conven
tion, the committee “wants them to 
feel free to write” in care of the chair
man.
Price said that the committee has not 

yet reached any final conclusions on pos
sible recommendations for restructure of the 
convention.

If any recommendations come out of

committee, first composed of 10 mem
bers, was asked to study the possibility 
of changing or modifying assignments 
to SBC agencies, “since 10 years have 
passed since the first implementation of 
the adoption of the convention” of 
what is usually called the Branch com
mittee or survey committee to restruc
ture the denomination.
In June, 1970, the Executive Committee 

added five laymen to the committee, and in 
September, 1970, expanded the scope of 
the committee’s assignment.

After two sessions studying the 42 as
signments of work to SBC agencies made by 
the convention in 1958 and 1959 after the 
restructure study, the Committee of Fifteen 
reported in September, 1970, that “there is 
the possible need of some re-alignment and 
modification of these assignments.”

“We are also conscious that there is much 
inter-action among our boards and agencies 
and that there must be a study of the entire 
structure if we are to look realistically at 
one agency,” the committee said at that 
time.

The Executive Committee voted to ap
prove the committee’s request “to study the 
entire Southern Baptist Convention struc
ture with the privilege of making recom- |

Jewish Persecution
'Myth/ Says Kosygin

Premier Alexei Kosygin of the Soviet 
Union characterized the charge that Jews 
in the USSR are being persecuted as “a 
myth invented by the West.”

“There is absolutely no discrimination 
against Jews,” he told newsmen at a press 
conference during his official visit to Den
mark. “No country in the West has condi
tions for the Jews as good as those that 
exist in the Soviet Union,” he added. He 
maintained that the West had “artificially 
engendered” a Jewish problem in the USSR.

The Soviet leader stated that the 2,500,- 
000 Jews in Russia are working as solidly 
for the good of the country as any other 
group. He said that Jews are employed in 
science, the arts, government work, educa
tion, and many other positions in the 
country.

mendations to change or modify these as
signments.”

The only recommendation made so far by 
the committee was to modify the purpose 
of the “Baptist Program” magazine, and to 
assign it to the administration section of the 
SBC Executive Committee. The Executive 
Committee delayed until February a de
cision on the proposal.

The Committee of Fifteen has not re
leased publicly any information yet on what 
proposals concerning restructure it is con
sidering. (BP)

the January meeting, they will be released 
to all SBC agencies and to the press fol
lowing the January meeting and several 
weeks before the Feb. 21-23 SBC Executive 
Committee meeting.

Any recommendations which might be 
approved by the Executive Committee must 
be approved by the Southern Baptist Con
vention, which meets next in Philadelphia, 
June 6-8, 1972.

The Committee of Fifteen was au
thorized by the SBC Executive Com
mittee in 1970 to make the study. The

Nazarene Church Cites 
Membership Gain In '71

KANSAS CITY, Mo.—The Church of 
the Nazarene passed the 500,000 mark in 
membership during 1971 and experienced 
a 9 per cent increase in contributions.

World membership reached 505,310 per
sons, a net gain of 14,373, the denomina
tion’s headquarters reported here.

Giving for all purposes reached $95,- 
788,676 in 1971, the Church reported. The 
Church of the Nazarene expects to retain its 
record of having the highest per capita giv
ing records of any denomination. The figure 
in 1971 was $235.08.

The denomination has about 373,000 
members in the U. S.

Eleven Nazarene institutions of higher 
learning enrolled about 10,000 students in 
1971, an increase of 316 per cent over the 
previous year. (RNS)

Twenty-six years of planning, building, and paying were culminated Novem
ber 28 at First church, Jackson, as the church’s new Education Building was 
dedicated and the financial note on the building was burned during morning 
worship services. The building provides 32,000 square feet of space and is 
four stories high. Total cost of property, building, architect and engineering 
fees was $448,000. Participating in the note burning was (1 to r) Jack Hilliard, 
chairman of deacons, Pastor R. Trevis Otey, and Fred Crosson, the only 
living member who served on both the Survey and Planning Committee and 
the Building Committee.
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A Deeper Significance

Christmas observed properly, we believe, must be within 
the context of recognition of the significance of Easter. 
Moreover, as we celebrate the birth of our Lord, and the 
significance added to His birth by His resurrection, we 
perhaps should recall His definite promises to return to 
earth again to claim those who have believed in Him.

If we believed strongly enough in the fact of the Second 
Coming, this belief would, literally, put the fear of God 
into the hearts of many, and give added dimension to the 
part of the fulfilment of God’s word in the birth of 
Jesus Christ as a child in the flesh.

Cause for rejoicing at this season is evident and valid. 
As we take occasion for especial remembrances of His 
birth, perhaps we might take occasion also to face some 
matters which are obvious to many.

Cautious and trained observers are expressing concern 
at what appears to be an increased anti-church, anti
religion trend in America. This trend is reflected in 
subtle attacks upon the institutional church and organized 
religion; too frequently by secular communications media, 
which media are but reflections of the world in which they 
exist. Like a giant pulverizing machine, there are those 
who would literally chew us up and cast us to the four 
winds.

Time of Gladness

Unfortunately, it appears that often they are aided by 
those within the institutional church who for one reason 
or another have joined the ranks of the malcontents and 
would seek to harpoon us fatally with knitting needles or 
fishing poles. It is time for those of us who are Christians 
to close ranks, join hands, and present a positive, united 
witness to the world.

For when we join the ranks of those who would be 
hypercritical of religion, and the influence of religion upon 
us, knowingly, or by careless or intemperate words, we 
have done little else than add to the cup of hemlock. The 
time is past for us to parade our petty problems, and 
personal whims before the world to permit a disbelieving 
world to “amen” and add to our criticisms.

Surely at this season of the year, Christians should and 
must recommit their lives to the spirit and teachings of 
Our Lord. In so doing, we shall have applied the healing 
and restorative powers of the love of God in a ministry 
of reconciliation. And to us, this is the only way for the 
cause of Christ to advance. Christians never shall be 
able to win the world for Christ until they themselves 
walk arm in arm, together along the same road. Is this 
too much to ask of God’s children? We think not!

An Urgency In Missions

Lottie Moon cast a long shadow. Her influence was great 
in her day, and continues to be evident. She was neither 
the first nor the last in a great host of witnesses for Our 
Lord who served on foreign soil. Tennessee Baptist wom
en continue through this month to place especial emphasis 
upon the ministries of our Foreign Mission Board, and 
justly so. It is the prayer and expectation of many that 
that members of our churches will provide during this 
month in excess of one million dollars in over and above 
gifts for Foreign Missions.

Rapidly-changing economic conditions justify concern 
for our overseas ministries. The devaluation of the dollar 
in foreign trade will call for additional support funds just 
to maintain our present level. We may not, as Southern 
Baptists, win the world for Christ, but there certainly is 
nothing wrong, and there is everything right in trying 
to do so.

The day will come when many nations will no longer 
welcome Americans on their soil as Christian mission
aries. What is done now to train national leadership—a 
Board policy of long-standing—may be the most which 
can be done in several life-times in mission endeavor. This 
provides added urgency to the already urgent needs for 
foreign missions.

The challenge of the Lottie Moon Offering for Foreign 
Missions is the challenge to remember and carry out the 
Great Commission. What are you going to do about it?
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Southern Baptists Give Nearly 
One Billion Dollars In 1971

NASHVILLE—Southern Baptist churches 
received almost $1,000,000,000 in 1971, the 
executive director of the Stewardship Com
mission of the Southern Baptist Convention 
reported to state stewardship and foundation 
leaders here.

Projections made by the Research Service 
Department of the Baptist Sunday School 
Board indicate that Southern Baptist church
es will receive a total of $977,644,809 dur
ing the 1970-71 church year.

The estimated receipts are $85,388,891 
(or 91/2 per cent) above the previous year.

The record receipts for 1970-71 is near 
the one billion dollar goal set for 1975 
and voted on by the 1971 session of the 
Southern Baptist Convention in St. Louis.

When asked about the increase James V. 
Lackey, the Stewardship Commission’s ex
ecutive director, said, “The increase is posi
tive evidence of the new spirit of concern 
and sacrifice that is capturing the hearts 
of Southern Baptists.

“Baptists have experimented with other

Foreman Is Given $15,000, 
New Car Upon Retirement

With the presentation of a 1972 Mercury 
and a check for $15,000, a 22-year ministry 
at Temple church, Memphis, came to a close 
for A. D. Foreman, Jr. on December 19. 
Foreman retired as the church’s pastor 
where he had served since October 9, 1949.

Over 600 persons attended a reception in 
honor of Mr. and Mrs. Foreman Sunday 
afternoon. A special brochure highlighting 
the activities in the life of Foreman and his 
wife was prepared by the church staff for 
the occasion.

The pastor’s last sermon, “Hospitality to 
the Highest,” expressed his appreciation to 
the church members during his years of 
service.

Foreman has served as pastor of churches 
in Texas and Tennessee since he was li
censed in Houston, Texas in 1921 and or
dained in 1924. He was a member of the 
State Baptist Convention Executive Boards 
of Texas and Tennessee, the moderator of 
Shelby County Association, a trustee of 
Baptist Memorial Hospital, Memphis, and a 
member of the Home Mission Board. He 
also served posts in the Southern Baptist 
Convention and Board of Trustees, South
western seminary, Brotherhood Commission, 
and Annuity Board. He received the Dis
tinguished Alumnus Award from South
western seminary in 1969.

The pastor and his wife plan to retire to 
Shreveport, Louisiana where he will serve 
as interim pastor and lead various Bible 
conferences.

less fruitful ways of telling the word and 
have come to the conclusion that the best 
way to tell the world about Christ is begin
ning through their local churches.

“A new confidence in the local church, 
state, and convention-wide agencies is also 
evident. I fully believe we are only at the 
beginning of what will prove to be Southern 
Baptists’ greatest day. The concern for a 
lost world coupled with a commitment of 
personal resources will result in the break
through for which we have all been work
ing and praying.”

Georgia Baptists To Build 
New Administrative Center

ATLANTA—Georgia Baptists are plan
ning a new Baptist Administrative Center, 
located on Atlanta Baptist College property 
in Northeast Atlanta.

The Georgia Baptist Convention Execu
tive Committee voted to buy 25 acres of 
land from Atlanta Baptist College upon 
which to build.

The Executive Committee authorized 
architects to draw plans for the new build
ing, with final approval for construction and 
financing to come after drawings and bids 
are completed.

Garrison explained that an Atlanta devel
oper has offered a long-term lease for the 
present Baptist Building property in down
town Atlanta. The 99-year lease would net 
the convention about $20 million.

That revenue, plus funds already on hand 
for a new Baptist Building, would finance 
the proposed new construction, Garrison 
said.

In other actions, the Georgia Baptist Ex
ecutive Committee approved a record state 
mission budget for 1972 of $1,221,004.

A special committee was also appointed to 
consider establishing a rehabilitation center 
for alcoholics and drug addicts at Norman 
Baptist Assembly in Norman Park, Ga. (BP)

Missionaries Stay In Dacca; Not On Evacuation Plane
RICHMOND—The evacuation of for

eigners from Dacca, East Pakistan, on Dec. 
12 did not include Southern Baptist mis
sionaries, according to John D. Hughey, the 
SBC Foreign Mission Board secretary for 
Europe and the Middle East.

Hughey said that Southern Baptist mis
sionaries, along with some Roman Catholic 
missionaries, evidently elected to remain in 
Dacca.

Other foreigners who remained there in
clude 17 persons connected with the 
U. S. Consulate, 15 to 20 American journal

Alton Reed, Who Helped Baptists 
Face Retirement, Does Likewise

DALLAS—The man who has helped 
thousands of Southern Baptist Convention 
pastors and church and denominational em
ployees prepare for retirement will retire 
himself March 1, 1972.

R. Alton Reed, 65, president of the South
ern Baptist Annuity Board here, began help
ing Baptists face retirement in 1953 when 
the organization he heads was known as the 
Relief and Annuity Board.

“I’m a great believer in preparing people 
for retirement,’ he said.

How does it feel when applied personally? 
“Not only am I looking forward to my 
retirement, I am anticipating it with great 
joy,” he replied.

During 1971, Reed has worked closely 
with Darold H. Morgan, a former Dallas 
pastor, who is expected to succeed him as 
president. They have adjacent offices. Mor
gan is the board’s senior vice president.

Reed has prepared himself personally for 
what he calls “my new plateau in life.” A 
native of Texas, he plans to continue to live 
in Dallas. (BP)

(BP) Photo

Professor Honored by Commission: 
Henlee H. Barnette (right), professor of 
Christian ethics at Southern Baptist The
ological Seminary, Louisville, accepts the 
distinguished service award of the SBC 
Christian Life Commission during the com
mission’s annual meeting recently. Making 
the presentation is Foy D. Valentine (left), 
executive secretary of the commission.

ists, and 34 U. N. personnel, most of whom 
are non-Americans.

Hughey said he learned that the mission
aries were not on the evacuation flight from 
U. S. State Department spokesman Scott 
Butcher.

Butcher told Hughey that he does not 
believe there will be another evacuation 
attempt because it is believed that all who 
wished to leave the country were able to do 
so. He added that at the latest report all 
Americans in Dacca were safe and well. 
(BP) 

f
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11.9 Million Members, Increase 
In Baptisms Projected In SBC

NASHVILLE—Statistical projections 
based on an early profile analysis indicate 
that membership in Southern Baptist Con
vention churches will be 11,870,619, South
ern Baptist leaders were told here.

If the unofficial projections are correct, 
church membership would have increased 
by 240,759 over the 1970 total church 
membership.

Probable increases also were projected in 
number of baptisms, ongoing church music 
enrollment, ongoing Brotherhood enrollment 
and mission expenditures.

The secretary of the research services de
partment for the Southern Baptist Sunday 
School Board here, Martin B. Bradley, 
urged some caution in the accuracy of the 
projections, saying “the churches involved 
in this estimate are not completely repre
sentative of all Southern Baptist churches. 
Some church-size categories and state con
ventions are overrepresented due in part to 
the sequence of associational meetings.”

Increase of 43,821 Baptisms
Final figures on the statistical report of 

Southern Baptist growth patterns for 1971 
will be available in February, 1972.

The estimate disclosed a possible increase 
in baptisms of 43,821 from the 1970 total. 
The increase revealed 412,684 total bap
tisms in 1971 compared to 368,863 bap
tisms in 1970.

Ken Chafin, director of the Division 
of Evangelism, Southern Baptist Home 
Mission Board, attributed the increase 
in baptisms to two factors: (1) a fresh 
moving of the spirit of God in America 
creating openness to the gospel; and (2) 
a major thrust at the grass roots level 
in training laymen to witness.
Mission expenditures totaled $160,107,021 

in the 1971 projection, nearly $9.2 million 
more than the adjusted 1970 figure of $150,- 
916,223.

The 1970 total was adjusted to include 
local mission expenditures which were in
cluded for the first time in the 1971 total 
for mission expenditures.

Ongoing Brotherhood enrollment in
creased 7.39 per cent, according to the 
estimated projection.

The Brotherhood figure of 453,752 repre
sented a 31,225 increase over the 1970 total 
of 422,527.

Music Enrollment
The increase in Brotherhood enrollment 

is believed to be largely a shift of boys six 
to nine years of age from “Sunbeams” to 
Brotherhood “Crusaders” as a result of the 
new grouping and grading plan. The “Sun
beam” program previously was sponsored 
by the Woman’s Missionary Union.

“We have received encouraging reports 
on growth, but we are waiting for the full 
report in order to see how much of our 
growth resulted from the addition of Cru

saders,” said Glendon McCullough, execu
tive secretary of the Brotherhood Commis
sion.

Ongoing church music enrollment con
tinued upward with an estimated total en
rollment of 1,093,280, an increase of 69,- 
705. The increase was 6.81 per cent over 
the 1970 adjusted total.

Since the 1971 figure for church music 
enrollment excludes handbell ringers, vocal 
ensembles and instrumental ensembles en
rollment which were part of the 1970 total, 
the per cent change was calculated on an 
adjusted 1970 total.

Ongoing Woman’s Missionary Union en
rollment estimates project a decrease of 4.89 
per cent. The loss of 58,671 has been at
tributed to the change resulting from the 
new grouping and grading plan.

The 1970 figure was 1,199,813, as com
pared to the projected 1971 figure of 1,- 
141,142.

“WMU leaders were aware that the re
ports on the first year under the new group
ing and grading plan would reflect the loss 
of six- to nine-year-old boys and girls,” said 
Miss Alma Hunt, executive secretary, 
Woman’s Missionary Union.

Sunday School At 7,132,973
“Good reports from state conventions 

give us encouragement as we continue our 
task.

Decreases were reported for ongoing 
Training Union and Sunday School enroll
ments.

Sunday School enrollment was projected 
as 7,132,973 in 1971, a decrease of 137,410 
from the adjusted 1970 total.

The 1971 figure for Sunday School enroll
ment excludes fellowship Bible class enroll
ment, which was included in the 1970 totals.

Ongoing Training Union enrollment de
creased 116,981, according to the projected 
estimate.

Ongoing Training Union enrollment was 
2,111,236 in 1971, according to the pro
jection, compared to a total of 2,228,217 in 
1970.

The 1970 and 1971 figures for Training 
Union exclude those for new member orien
tation, church leader training and member 
training projects.

Totals for these three phases will be de
veloped along with other final statistics.

“Reports from the convention indicate 
that in the past six months many churches 
have shown marked growth. This will con
tinue and will spread to other churches,” 
Cornish commented.

Total receipts were projected to increase 
9.57 per cent, up $85.3 million over the 
1970 total figure.

Projected estimate of total receipts was 
$977,644,809 during 1971, as compared 
with a total of $892,255,918 in 1970.

The preliminary statistical projections

Southwestern Degrees 
Conferred On Tennesseans

Everett Baker Couts
Nine students from Tennessee received 

degrees from Southwestern seminary in 
Fort Worth during winter commencement 
exercises in Truett Auditorium December 
17 at 10:00 a.m.

Seminary President Robert E. Naylor 
presented degrees and diplomas to approxi
mately 130 candidates from the seminary’s 
three schools of theology, religious educa
tion, and church music.

The Tennessee students included Annette 
L. Baker, South Pittsburg, Bachelor of 
Church Music; Ronald M. Churchill, Chat
tanooga, Master of Divinity; Bobby M. 
Couts, Springfield, Master of Divinity; John 
T. Everett, Knoxville, Master of Divinity. 
Receiving a Master of Religious Education 
degree was Linda B. Garrett of Spring
field. Also receiving Master of Religious 
Education degrees were Robert R. Sharp, 
Knoxville, and Judy D. Stubblefield, Morris
town. James W. Taylor, Sharon, and Mar
shall C. Gupton, Jr., Chattanooga, both re
ceived Master of Divinity degrees.

Daniel R. Grant, president of Ouachita 
Baptist university, Arkadelphia, Ark., was 
the commencement speaker.

were released here during sessions of state 
program secretaries meeting at the Southern 
Baptist Sunday School Board. (BP)
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Court Rules Colleges Cannot Prevent 
Anti-Church Attacks In School Papers

NEW YORK—Officials of state-sup
ported colleges on Staten Island here were 
ordered not to suppress the publication of 
attacks on religion which appeared in stu
dent newspapers.

An Appellate court in a 4-1 vote, re
versed a Richmond County Supreme Court

Christian Life Commission

Trentham

Prejudice, Aging, 
Citizenship Studied

The Christian Life Commission of the 
Southern Baptist Convention meeting in an
nual session in Nashville adopted three ma

jor resolutions regard
ing racial prejudice, the 
aging, and citizenship.

The Commission 
called on all Christians 
to work for “open hearts, 
open churches, open 
housing, and equal op
portunities of all peo
ple.” The resolution on 
aging pledged support of 
Baptist efforts to minis
ter to the total needs of 
the aging, and support of 

national legislation to help provide adequate 
income and transportation, suitable housing, 
and a substantially improved program of 
health care for the aging. The third resolu
tion encouraged Baptist efforts in citizenship 
to work for peace, justice, and righteous
ness.

In business actions, the committee 
adopted a budget of $187,500 for a nine
month period in 1972. The agency will 
move to a new fiscal year in October 1972.

Charles Trentham, pastor of First church, 
Knoxville, was re-elected chairman of the 
commission. Appreciation was expressed to 
W. L. Howse III, who resigned as director 
of organization for the commission to ac
cept a position with the Tennessee Depart
ment of Mental Health where he will co
ordinate alcohol and drug abuse programs.

The commission presented its distin
guished service award to Henlee H. Bar
nette, professor of Christian Ethics at 
Southern seminary, Louisville. Barnette was 
given a plaque citing him for outstanding 
service to the denomination as “an inspiring 
teacher, a gifted theologian, a distinguished 
writer, and a courageous prophet of God.” 
He is the fourth person to receive the dis
tinguished service award.

The group voted also to request the 
transfer of portions of the present Christian 
Life Commission program statement relating 
to aging and social work to the Southern 
Baptist Convention Home Mission Board. 
They voted to ask that the Home Mission 
Board’s efforts in the area of drug abuse ed
ucation be transferred to the commission, 

decision and warned the presidents of Staten 
Island Community College and Richmond 
College that they ought not to interfere 
with the campus papers which were estab
lished “for a free expression of the ideas 
and opinions of the students.”

An article printed in the Dolphin at the 
Staten Island Community College was de
scribed as “a scathing attack upon the 
Catholic Church.”

Justice Fred J. Munder, who dissented 
from the ruling involving the Richmond 
College paper, said that an article en
titled “From the Hart” was “vile, vulgar, 
and lewd ... in such poor taste and was so 
offensive to those who profess to be Chris
tians that the board has an obligation, in the 
name of protecting the constitutional rights 
of the student body, to see that it does not 
happen again.”

The Court ruled that any restriction of 
the papers would be unconstitutional and an 
infringement of the right of free expression. 
(RNS)

Court Okays Order Barring 
F.B.I. Probe Of Church Press

BOSTON—A U.S. District Court here 
has requested attorneys to prepare orders 
prohibiting the government from further in
vestigation into the financial records of Bea
con Press, publishing arm of the Unitarian- 
Universalist Association.

The UUA was informed early in No
vember that FBI agents had appeared at 
its bank with a grand jury subpoena, au
thorizing the agents to examine Beacon 
Press bank statements.

At a court hearing here, an FBI agent 
testified that he was instructed to seek ties 
between the UUA accounts and the “Penta
gon Papers.” Beacon Press has published 
a four-volume version of the “Pentagon 
Papers” after it obtained the material from 
Sen. Mike Gravel (D.-Alaska). (RNS)

Churches In Spain Given 
Copies Of New Testament

“Dios Llega al Hombre,” a Spanish 
translation of the New Testament, has been 
distributed to every evangelical church in 
Spain according to reports from Juan Tor- 
ras, Baptist pastor in Valencia.

The Translation, which means “God Be
comes Accessible to Man,” was made avail
able through the Madrid offices of the 
United Bible Societies. The first edition of 
the version was published for the Spanish
speaking people of the United States in 
1966.

The preparation of the Spanish version 
was done by the department of translations 
of the United Bible Societies, with the col
laboration of Spanish evangelicals who have 
expertise in Bible translation. The coordinat
ing body was the consultative committee

New Books
The Night of the Child by Luise Put- 

camp Jr., Word Books, 39 pp., $1.50. A 
Christmas story, illustrated.

Free to be Me by Bill G. West, Word 
Books, 149 pp., $3.95. West discusses hang
ups and how Jesus can help.

How to Talk to God When You Aren’t 
Feeling Religious by Charles Merrill Smith, 
Word Books, 223 pp., $4.95.

Daily Celebration by William Barclay, 
Word Books, 316 pp., $4.95. Devotional 
readings for every day.

Suki and the Wonder Star by Joyce 
Blackburn, Word Books, $2.95. Illustrated.

The Broadman Bible Commentary Vol
ume 5, Proverbs—Isaiah, $7.50. Com
mentary on Proverbs by Marvin E. Tale 
Jr.; Ecclesiastes by Wayne H. Peterson; 
Song of Solomon by John T. Bunn; Isaiah 
by Page H. Kelley.

The Broadman Bible Commentary Vol
ume 6, Jeremiah—Daniel, $7.50. Commen
tary on Jeremiah by James Leo Green; 
Lamentations by Robert B. Laurin; Ezek
iel by John T. Bunn; Daniel by John Jo
seph Owens.

Letters to Jody by Thomas D. Parks, 
Tyndale House, 91 pp.

Homo Sapiens Extinction or Evacuation 
by Hal Lindsey, Zondervan, 22 pp.

Going Deeper by J. Sidlow Baxter, Zon
dervan, 205 pp., $1.95.

The Road to Happiness and Success by 
M. F. Keathley, Sr., The Naylor Company, 
119 pp., $4.95. The author, a layman and 
a member of Temple Baptist church, Mem
phis, gives in this autobiography, his secrets 
to happiness and success which he attests 
mainly to tithing and his faith in God. A 
creator and producer of pie products for 
over 40 years, he tells his life story from 
early poverty to his present head position 
in a multi-million dollar enterprise. The 
author tells of facing what seemed to be 
insolvable problems during the depression 
years and, later, during World War IT when 
rationing limited his supply of materials. 
However, as each problem arose, he turned 
to God for guidance and received an an
swer.

Rolling For Jesus by David T. Perry, 
Broadman Press, 64 pp.

What did the Bible Mean? by Claude A. 
Frazier, Broadman Press, 144 pp.

which represents the various branches of 
Spanish Protestantism.

Torras said that his church in Valencia 
has ordered 200 copies of the Spanish edi
tion. The church is encouraging each mem
ber to give at least one New Testament to 
another person to whom he has witnessed 
of Christ.
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^e^esseeNe^sBriefs LEADERSHIP CHANGES
Dalewood church, Nashville association, 

has called Michael H. Dawson to become its
The director of organization for the 

Southern Baptist Christian Life Commission, 
W. L. Howse HI, has been named director 
of the alcohol and drug abuse program for 
the Mental Health Department of the State 
of Tennessee. Howse will assume his new 
duties in January. He is a graduate of Un
ion university, Jackson, and Southwestern 
seminary, Fort Worth.

Center Grove church, Duck River As
sociation, ordained Charles Neel, Bobby 
Saine, and Billy Allan as deacons recently. 
At the Highland church, Frank Henderson 
was ordained as a deacon this month.

Kathleen Lane has served as church or
ganist for Calvary church, Knoxville, for 
the past 15 years. She resigned this month 
to go into pipe organ training. The church 
honored her with a “Kathleen Lane Day” 
December 12.

Gene Allen Hendrix was ordained to the 
gospel ministry at First church, Columbia, 
recently. The charge to the candidate was 
given by Dudley Johnson, minister of ed
ucation at First church, Murfreesboro. The 
sermon was delivered by William Dunning. 
Robert E. Lee is pastor.

Barriers Between People Can 
Be Overcome, Says Goulding

“We have become so satisfied with our 
present efforts and our present resources 
that it may well be that the wind of God 
can no longer fill our sails,” said C. Ronald 
Goulding to those attending a meeting of 
the Baptist pastors’ conference of the Paris 
area.

Stopping in France soon after his return 
from Australia and New Zealand, the sec
retary-treasurer of the European Baptist 
Federation was emphasizing the importance 
to Europe of the World Mission of Recon
ciliation through Jesus Christ, a current em
phasis of the Baptist World Alliance. 
Goulding is also an associate secretary of 
the Alliance.

He affirmed his belief that this World 
Mission program of the Alliance offers op
portunity of a Christian challenge to evil 
at the present time. For, he declared, “The 
time is gone, generally speaking, when men 
ask, ‘Is there a God?’ The question now 
asked is, ‘How big is your God?’ or ‘How 
real is your God?’

“Here is our chance to answer that our 
God is big enough for the world, because 
the principle of reconciliation is found at 
Calvary and the possibility of reconciliation 
is found in faith.”

Noting that European Baptists face lin
guistic, historical, and cultural problems 
which traditionally have made for divisions 
between countries, Goulding said the Euro
pean Baptist Federation has proved that 
such barriers can be overcome.

Glen Morris, a member of the Meridian 
church, Knoxville, has been elected to serve 
on the Board of Trustees of East Tennessee 
Baptist Hospital for a three-year term.

Ronald E. Underwood, director of admis- 
sions-registrar at Belmont college, Nash
ville, was presented the first Ronald E. 
Underwood Award by the college’s Alumni 
association this month. The award was es
tablished to recognize those alumni who 
give exceptional service in alumni activities. 
Underwood graduated from Belmont in 
1962 and has served as the college’s regis
trar since 1963. He served also as alumni 
co-ordinator for seven years.

terprefation

False Charges, True Defense
By Herschel H. Hobbs

“Then Paul, after that the governor had 
beckoned unto him to speak, answered”— 
Acts 24:10

In order to understand fully Acts 24:1-23 
you should recall events related in Acts 21: 
26-23:31. It should be compared with the 
false charges brought by the Jews’ lawyer 
Tertullus against Paul before Felix, and 
Paul’s answer to the charges.

Paul was falsely accused by Jews from 
Asia of taking a Gentile into the temple 
beyond the Court of the Gentiles. A resul
tant mob would have killed him except for 
the prompt action of Claudius Lysias, the 
Roman tribune. But note the suave twisting 
of the facts by Tertullus.

Note also that both Tertullus and Paul 
began with the customary polite address 
used in court (vv. 2-4, 10-11). Tertullus 
charged Paul with (1) begin a trouble maker, 
a pest or plague (v. 5) and (2) one who 
stirred up insurrection against Rome among 
Jews throughout the world or empire, (3) 
of being a leader among the Nazarene sect 
or Christian movement, and (4) of profaning 
the Jewish temple. Two of these charges 
were true, though the lawyer gave them an 
evil meaning. Paul was a “pest” to the Jew
ish leaders but to no one else. And he was 
a Christian leader. But he did not encourage 
Jews to revolt against Rome, and he did 
not profane the temple.

Note furthermore thant Tertullus claimed 
that the Jews proposed to deal with Paul in 
orderly, legal procedure, when actually they 
used mob violence. He accused Claudius 
Lysias of interfering with undue violence. 
The exact opposite was true in both cases. 
The tribune sent Paul to Felix when the 
Sanhedrin itself became a mob scene rather 
than a legal court, and when many Jews 
entered into a covenant to kill Paul. He 
presented no evidence or witnesses to prove 

pastor. Dawson comes January 19 from 
Hillcrest church, Charleston Heights, S.C. 
Dr. H. C. Gabhart is interim pastor.

Jesus People Congregation
Purchases Church

MINNEAPOLIS—A Jesus People con
gregation is purchasing its own church 
building and will begin holding services 
here on Jan. 2.

The church is being vacated by the 
First Christian Reformed church.

The Jesus People church developed from 
a series of Tuesday night meetings held at 
the Disciples Houses, communal-type homes 
developed by the movement. (RNS) 

his charges other than the assent of the 
Jewish leaders who were prejudiced in the 
case (v. 9). They became fellow-libelers with 
Tertullus.

Paul replied to these charges by citing 
the time element involved which showed 
that he was innocent of their charges (v. 11). 
His purpose in going to Jerusalem was to 
worship in and not to profane the temple. 
He denied their false charges saying that he 
had never preached or encouraged sedition 
(vv. 12-13). If the charges made by the Asian 
Jews were true, they should have been 
brought to Caersarea to testify against him 
(vv. 18-19). The accused has the right to 
face his accusers in court.

Paul did not even admit that he was a 
“pest.” But he boldly admitted to being a 
leader of the Nazarenes (v. 14). However, 
he insisted that he worshipped God, believ
ing both the law and prophets, the Jewish 
scriptures. But he insisted that Christianity 
was not a heresy but the fulfilment of the 
Hebrew scriptures (w. 15-16). He chal
lenged the members of the Sanhedrin to 
prove that they had found any fault in him 
other than his declaration of his faith in 
the resurrection, which faith the Sadducees 
denied but the Pharisees affirmed. It was 
this declaration which started a fight be
tween these two groups in the Sanhedrin 
hearing.

Felix saw through the false charges. So 
he delayed any decision until Claudius 
Lysias should come to clear up the facts. 
Paul was kept in protective custody, but 
was at liberty to receive any friends who 
might come to see him.

It was a sad scene to see the constituted 
religious authorities of the Jews act as they 
did. Paul was safer with pagans than with 
his own people.
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Growth, Evangelism Listed 
As Church Program Priorities

NASHVILLE—Church program execu
tives from Baptist state conventions heard a 
report here emphasizing growth in every 

area of Christian concern 
as a major priority of the 
Southern Baptist Sunday 
School Board’s Church 
Services and Materials 
Division.

Allen B. Cornish, di
rector of the division, 
told a meeting of the 
state secretaries of 
church program or
ganizations that finding,

Cornish reaching, winning and 
developing people for 

Christ and church membership would be 
a major concern of the division.

Other priorities listed by Cornish in
cluded emphasis on Sunday night activities, 
summer youth programs, help for churches 
with only one staff member, and simplifica
tion in promotion materials and language 
of board-produced literature and products.

Cornish said that the board’s assistance 
to churches with multi-staff members has 
been “outstanding” in the past, but the board 
would now aim at helping the one-man-staff 
church.

“Ours will be a simplified, practical, 
workable approach in all our work,” 
Cornish concluded.

The secretary of the Sunday School de
partment for the board, A. V. Washburn,

Home Mission Board Honors 
Fite, Former Cuba Missionary

ATLANTA—The Southern Baptist Home 
Mission Board presented a resolution of ap
preciation to former Cuba missionaries 
David and Margaret Fite, after Fite had 
recounted his experiences of imprisonment 
for three years in Cuba.

Fite, now a professor at Southwestern 
Baptist Theological seminary in Fort Worth, 
and his wife served under the board as mis
sionaries to Cuba for nine years.

In 1965 Fite was imprisoned on charges 
of espionage and illegal currency exchange 
by the Castro regime, along with his mis
sionary father-in-law, Herbert Caudill. Fite 
was released in 1968 and returned to the 
United States in 1969.

“Now that I look back on it, I believe 
the reason our church in Havana didn’t 
grow very much was that we were like 
cranes, stretching out our necks and pick
ing out the people from different commu
nities,” Fite recalled. “But we need to 
realize the potential of the community on 
the human level and reach out in our own 
community.” (BP)

told the state leaders that Sunday School 
leaders were seeking not only to reach 
more people for Bible study, but also “to 
create a spirit of enthusiasm for and com
mitment to the Sunday School program of 
Bible teaching, outreach and performing the 
work of Christ through the church.

“The way of carrying out the mission of 
a church has always been a ‘people to peo
ple’ affair,” Washburn continued.

“We are committed to become more 
than instruments of God to reach people to
day. We are out to mount a massive training 
drive to promote essential training for the 
700,000 Southern Baptist Sunday School 
officers and teachers,” he added.

In another major report, Philip B. Har
ris, secretary of the board’s church training 
department, said his department is com
mitted to four major thrusts in 1971-74.

The four thrusts, he said, are to train 
church members for evangelistic outreach, 
to train church members to enlarge and 
strengthen the Sunday night training pro
gram, to train members in distinctives of 
church training, and to train leaders of Sun
day School teachers and officers.

The secretary of the board’s church mu
sic department, William J. Reynolds, said 
that “church music will aim for continued 
warm and meaningful worship through mu
sic as an expression of Baptist faith.” (BP)

Miss Neale Young, SBC 
Retired Missionary, Dies

FLORENCE, S.C.—Miss Neale Young, 
emeritus Southern Baptist missionary to Ni
geria, once entitled by a Nigerian king as 
the “queen of the Christians,” died here 
Dec. 15. She was 80.

Miss Young was president of the Wom
an’s Missionary Union of Nigeria and Ghana 
for 26 years, and executive secretary of the 
women’s organization for 13 years more. 
She retired in 1961.

The Nigerian WMU sent a large floral 
arrangement in the shape of a map of 
Africa for Miss Young’s funeral. Services 
were held at Ebenezer Baptist Church here, 
Dec. 17. (BP)

This issue is the last for 1971. The next issue of Baptist And Reflector will 
have the publication date of January 6, 1972.

This editor and the entire staff of Baptist And Reflector express sincere ap
preciation for the prayers, interest, cooperation and support of Tennessee 
Baptists during 1971.

At this season, we extend to each reader sincere best wishes for a good Christ
mas in the Spirit of Christ. We wish for each reader a happy and fruitful New 
Year in His service.

James A. Lester, Editor

Singapore Hotel Bar 
Is Pulpit On Sunday

SINGAPORE—The Equatorial Hotel’s 
plush Hibiscus Lounge has become a Sun
day morning chapel for the hotel’s staff 
and guests. Southern Baptist Missionary 
Associate Lehman F. Webb led the first 
worship service from the polished bar where 
drinks had been served eight hours earlier.

Hotel guests from diverse nations—Rus
sia, China, the United States, and others— 
were attracted by the gospel songs and re
mained to listen to the sermon.

Webb, pastor of the International Bap
tist church here, got permission from the 
hotel manager to hold services in the 
lounge, which was the only unoccupied 
room there on Sunday mornings.

The manager, an active Christian lay
man, told Webb, “You are an answer to 
prayer. I have been wanting such a service, 
and have considered starting one myself, 
but just can’t find the time.”

The hotel management now places a 
special announcement of the sendees in 
their guests’ folders. On Saturdays a poster 
encourages attendance. (BP)

New Release Date Set 
For Annuity Statements

DALLAS—Because of changing fiscal 
year dates, the Annuity Board of the South
ern Baptist Convention will wait until after 
Sept. 30, 1972 to issue its next statement of 
members’ accounts.

L. Taylor Daniel, senior vice-president 
and director of development for the board 
here, announced the new date.

The SBC asked its agencies to change 
fiscal years to close Sept. 30 rather than 
Dec. 31. Membership statements show 
status of accounts at the close of the fiscal 
year.

The Annuity Board issued its first un
solicited statement to all retirement plan 
participants last spring. The statement fur
nished over 20,000 participants information 
as of Dec. 31, 1970.

The board indicated at the time of the 
first statement it wanted to furnish each 
member of retirement plans an annual state
ment of accounts. The second statement 
would have fallen due sometime after Dec. 
31, 1971.

Fiscal 1972 will be a short year, lasting 
only nine months.
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UNIFORM SERIES
Sunday School Lesson for Sunday, December 26,1971

Jesus Overcomes Temptation
Dr. Charles Ausmus, Lincoln Park Baptist Church, Knoxville, Tennessee

Luke 3:21-22, 4:1-12

Ausmus

ACCEPTING BAPTISM 3:21
Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist in 

the river Jordan, after all the other people 
were baptized and evidently had departed.

John’s baptism was unto 
repentance. Jesus was 
not baptized confessing 
his sins, he had no sin. 
Here he identifies himself 
with the sinner and sets 
forth his purpose to go 
to the cross, die, be 
buried and rise again. In 
his baptism he portrays 
the heart of the gospel; 
the death, burial, and 
resurrection of Jesus.

APPROVAL BY THE FATHER 3:21-22
When Jesus was baptized he prayed, and 

the heaven was opened the Holy Spirit 
descended in bodily form like a dove upon 
him. Then the voice of God was heard say
ing, “Thou art my beloved son; in Thee I 
am well pleased.” The trinity is present 
here, the Father’s voice, the Son being bap
tized, the Holy Spirit descending like a 
love. Even though Jesus had no sins to con
fess and his baptism was not unto repent
ance, this event and experience marks a 
pivotal turning point in his life and min
istry. It was an act between Jesus and his 
Father. It was an act of dedication to the 
Father’s will. He is taking the place of man, 
taking man’s sins upon himself and will 
offer himself as man’s substitute.
ATTACKED BY SATAN 4:1-12

We note that Jesus returned from his 
baptism and the glorious experience of the 
Spirit and the Father’s approval; then the 
Spirit led him into the wilderness to be 
tempted. Matthew also records that the 
Spirit led him; but Mark said the Spirit 
driveth him into the wilderness. The initia
tive was taken, not by satan, but by our 
Lord himself. As the son of man, identifying 
himself with man, he must meet and con
quer the arch-enemy. It is a source of en
couragement and hope that, though we be 
tempted, there is a way of escape, we do 
not have to yield.

There is more involved in the temptation 
of Jesus than just being lured to wrong. 
Jesus must decide what kind of Messiah 
he will be and what kind of kingdom he will 
establish. He refuses the easy way offered 
by satan, and submits his will and way to 
the cross, to establish a spiritual kingdom 
by suffering and sacrifice.

1- The First Temptation (V. 2-4). All 
three temptations must be seen as attempts 

by satan to sidetrack Jesus from his redemp
tive mission. Satan’s first effort was to ap
peal to his person, his hunger, his desire for 
food; but to satisfy that need by breaking 
away from his identification with man. 
Jesus did work miracles to feed the hungry, 
but never used divine power as a means of 
personal self-advancement.

This first temptation becomes real to us 
when we are trying to live within God’s 
will in a crude and selfish materialistic 
world. It is the lust of the flesh; it is a 
temptation to live to feel. The appeal is to 
the desire to have. Bread is right and man 
needs bread, but he must not use the 
wrong means to get a good thing. Jesus did 
not yield to the wrong object or the wrong 
means. His faith, obedience, and dedication 
to God’s work must not be undermined by 
doubt and self-interest. Be careful about 
making things paramount and central. Let 
us adopt the very standard of values here 
demonstrated by Jesus.

2. The Second Temptation (V. 5-8). We 
must keep in mind the true humanity of 
Jesus and how he shrank from the humilia
tion, suffering, and cross. Life was dear to 
Jesus, yet he refused the power, prestige, 
glory and ownership of all the kingdoms of 
the world—in order to die for our redemp
tion. Here is a temptation to be seen. It is 
a universal temptation. It was temptation 
to compromise, to worship satan in order 
to gain the kingdom. Jesus refused the po
litical road to kingship, and said “get thee 
behind me, Satan,” and followed with a 
volley of truth from the Bible (Deut. 6:13).

The lust for power is one of our problems 
today. Many who pretend to serve really 
have a subconscious desire to dominate. 
The love of power is the love of one’s self; 
it is the ego complex at work. John calls 
it the vainglory, or pride of life (1 Jno. 2: 
16). If we seek God for our own selfish good 
and profit, then we are not seeking God.

3. The Third Temptation (V. 9-12). This 
third attack from satan recorded by Luke 
may be a national or Jewish appeal. The 
crowds are gathered here near the temple, 
why not make a dramatic appeal by jumping 
from the pinnacle? God has promised to 
protect you. The devil quotes and misinter
prets scripture for his purpose. It is a temp
tation to win by sensation. A temptation to 
live to see. It is a temptation to seek in
stant popularity by a sensational appeal to 
the crowds and thus win their following. 
Jesus refused to yield. For Jesus to make 
a cheap bid for a following without travel
ing the road of costly self-sacrifice, would 
have put him outside the Father’s will.

The kingdom Jesus came to build will 
not be erected and built on such sandy

Russian Baptist Leader 
For 50 Years Is Dead

MOSCOW—Alexander Vasiliovich Karev, 
a leader of 500,000 Soviet Baptists for near
ly 50 years, has died at the age of 'll. He 
served as general secretary of the All-Union 
Council of Evangelical Christians (Baptists), 
the only officially recognized Baptist Church 
in the USSR. A member of the World Peace 
Council and the Soviet Peace Committee, 
Karev also served on the board of the Insti
tute of Soviet-American Relations. In com
menting once to an American congregation, 
Karev said, “We do not have evangelism as 
you know it. Every Russian Baptist con
siders himself a missionary. We go to every 
street or alley and talk about Jesus Christ, 
person to person.”

Arkansas To Texas
Short Move For Baptists

TEXARKANA, Ark.—The American 
Baptist Association is building a new head
quarters building here—but it will be across 
the state line in Texas. The national head
quarters is in downtown Texarkana, on the 
Arkansas side of the city divided by the 
Texas-Arkansas line.

Offices, printing presses, warehouse and 
service facilities will be housed in the new 
structure.

The American Baptist Association, not 
to be confused with the American Baptist 
Convention, is made up of 3295 congrega
tions having a membership of 790,000. 
(RNS)

Deacon Family Ministry Plan 
Produced By Sunday School Board

The Deacon Family Ministry Plan, a pro
gram help series publication, has been pro
duced by the church administration depart
ment of the Southern Baptist Sunday School 
Board.

Offering training for deacons in family 
ministry, listing resources, defining responsi
bilities and suggesting projects, the plan 
gives essential help for deacons to serve in 
their churches.

Supporting forms and record sheets for 
deacon family ministry are also provided.

foundation. How often we act and then 
desire to escape the consequences. How 
often we presume on God’s grace and tempt 
God’s mercy. To jump from a pinnacle and 
expect God to rescind the law of gravity 
and upset the structure of the universe 
would not only be sin, but utter stupidity.

As we seek to worship the true and living 
God, let God be what He is. This was the 
kind of presumptuous sin that Israel was 
guilty of in Exodus 17:2; and the sin Moses 
warned about in Deut. 6:16.

Jesus overcame temptations—He made 
large use of scripture. He demonstrated a 
vital faith in God; and made his decision to 
follow God’s will and plan, even though it 
led to Calvary. Satan then departed for a 
season, and the angels ministered unto Jesus.
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Swafford Is Chairman 
Of Home Trustees

William L. Swafford, pastor, First Bap
tist church, Elizabethton, was elected chair
man of the Board of Trustees of the Ten

Swafford

nessee Baptist Children’s 
Homes at its annual 
meeting in Memphis last 
week. He succeeds Wil
liam F. Malone as chair
man.

Swafford, who was 
elected to the Board of 
Trustees at the state con
vention in Gatlinburg, 
has served on the 
Christian Services Com
mittee of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention Ex

ecutive Board. He has served as pastor in 
Middle and East Tennessee.

Ansell Baker, pastor Central church, 
Chattanooga, was elected vice-chairman, and 
Mrs. M. K. Cobble, Andersonville, was re
elected secretary.

In a major action, Board members voted 
to delete from the by-laws of the Children’s 
Homes a paragraph stating, “children be
tween the ages of two and twelve may be 
received for group care, but exceptions may 
be made in the discretion of a superintend
ent, with the approval of the Executive Di
rector.” With the approval of the deletion, 
children of all ages may now be accepted 
for care.

A recommendation from Clifton Woolley, 
Memphis physician, calling for a Mother’s 
Day offering goal of $250,000, passed 
unanimously. The 1971 goal was $210,000.

The 1972 annual meeting will be held 
December 1 at the Franklin Children’s 
Home.

U.S. Aide Predicts Boom 
In Number Of Sterilizations

WASHINGTON, D.C.—The husband or 
wife in 25 per cent of the nation’s families 
will have been sterilized for birth control 
reasons by 1975, the government’s top 
family planning official predicts.

“Sterilization is a legitimate method of 
family planning,” according to Dr. Louis 
Hellman, a deputy assistant secretary in the 
Department of Health, Education and Wel
fare population affairs section.

“There is evidence that sterilization is 
becoming more popular now,” Dr. Hellman 
said, citing what he called a trend toward 
voluntary sterilization. He made these re
marks in a speech before physicians at Co
lumbia Hospital for Women here. (RNS)

WHAT? YOU HAVEN’T CALLED 
MISSIONS HOTLINE EVEN 
ONCE?

703 358-7975
Foreign Mission Board 

Richmond, Va.
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Mission Board Discusses Dollar 
Value, Appoints 10 Missionaries

RICHMOND—The Southern Baptist For
eign Mission Board adjusted financial sup
port for some of its overseas personnel ’ 
affected by de facto devaluation of the dol
lar, and heard a call for prayer for mission
aries in besieged Dacca, East Pakistan.

In their last meeting of the year, board 
members also appointed 10 new mission
aries, heard a report indicating that the third 
highest number of missionary appointments 
in board history was recorded in 1971, and 
bid their executive secretary and his wife 
best wishes as they prepared to leave on a 
lengthy trip to Asia and Africa.

The twin forces of inflation and dollar 
devaluation continue to erode missionary 
funds, the board’s Overseas Division direc
tor, Winston Crawley, told the trustees.

With the result of actual devaluation yet 
to be felt, the “floating dollar” has caused 
losses to date which on an annual basis total 
$500,000, Crawley reported.

Fields Report Losses
“Over one-third of our fields have already 

reported losses running from 2 to 4.5 per 
cent,” he said. He added that the loss in 
Japan had reached 10 per cent.

Crawley brought a recommendation for 
adjustments for missionary support in 26 
countries where dollar value has declined 2 
per cent or more in recent months. The 
board, which supports missionaries in 76 
countries, adopted the recommendation.

Inflation, running 4 to 5 per cent in the 
United States and even higher in some coun
tries, compounds the dollar value loss, said 
Crawley.

He pointed out that, with the approxi
mately one per cent expansion in the total 
missionary staff in the past year, the Foreign 
Mission Board’s income must increase by 
at least $2 million to provide the same pur
chasing power per missionary in the coming 
year. This is an estimated increase of more 
than 6 per cent, he said.

The wage freeze in effect in October, 
when the board adopted its 1972 budget, 
prevented action at that time to increase 
missionary support, Crawley continued. 
However, the budget provided for increased 
emergency compensation on many mission 
fields, pending government rulings to clear 
the way under Phase II of the Wage and 
Price Control Plan.

A contingency fund in the budget covers

“Baptists Who Know, Care”
Church members will support Baptist 
work in Tennessee and around the 
world if they are informed of the 
needs by reading the BAPTIST AND 
REFLECTOR.

an increase in compensation for missionaries 
on furlough in the states.

Increased Support Anticipated
“What the board is able to do in the 

strengthening of missionary compensation 
depends primarily on additional resources 
provided by Southern Baptists,” Crawley 
said. It is anticipated that the board will 
gradually upgrade the level of support pro
vided, he added.

During an evening service following the 
regular board meeting, four couples were 
appointed as career missionaries.

They are Mr. and Mrs. Douglas A. Bryant 
of Moreland, Ga., appointed to Ghana; Mr. 
and Mrs. Vance C. Kirkpatrick of Ringgold, 
La., East Africa; Mr. and Mrs. James D. 
Watson of Round Rock, Tex., Mexico; and 
Mr. and Mrs. Dickson K. Yagi of Louisville, 
to Japan.

Employed as missionary associates for a 
four-year term were Mr. and Mrs. Ray M. 
Douglas of Fresno, Calif. They are to work 
in the Dominican Republic.

There are indications that the current up
swing in the number of new missionaries 
being appointed by the board will continue 
into next year, according to Jesse C. 
Fletcher, Mission Support Division Director.

This year’s total of 226 appointees, while 
below 1969’s record 261, is a sharp increase 
over the 182 appointments in 1970, Fletcher 
pointed out.

He added that the net gain in the mission
ary force in 1971 will -be about 25, com
pared to 1970’s gain of 11, the lowest in 
many years. Most missions merely held 
their own this year, he continued, due to 
the large number of countries to which 
missionaries were appointed.

The need for career missionaries con
tinues to be critical, Fletcher said. In light 
of this, the number of short-term mission
ary associates being employed has been 
purposefully reduced since 1969.

The number of openings for associates 
has stabilized at 25 to 30 per year, he said.

Compared with other appointment years, 
this year’s total of 226 is the third largest 
in board history, Fletcher noted, but in 
terms of career missionaries appointed it is 
about the 10th largest. (BP)

Joe Waltz, Pennsylvania 
Baptist Leader, Dies

HARRISBURG, Pa.—Joseph M. Waltz, 
executive secretary of the Baptist Conven
tion of Pennsylvania-South Jersey, died 
Dec. 13 of an apparent heart attack 
while on a hunting trip in Bedford County, 
Pennsylvania.

Waltz and his son had gone hunting and 
had separated. Another hunter found the 
Baptist leader’s body and notified his son.

Waltz, 46, became executive secretary of 
the newest state convention affiliated with 
the Southern Baptist Convention last year. 
He was the first person to hold the position.

A former president of the State Conven
tion of Baptists in Ohio, Waltz was pastor 
of Southern Baptist churches in Fairborn, 
Ohio, and Waynesburg, McKinney, and 
Ludlow, Ky.

He was a graduate of Georgetown Bap
tist college, Georgetown, Ky., and Southern 
Baptist Theological seminary, Louisville.

In 1959 he became director of Southern 
Baptist work for the Pittsburgh area, and 
in 1964 was named superintendent of mis
sions for the greater Pittsburgh Baptist As
sociation. He was recently awarded a plaque 
for 10 years of “distinguished service” for 
the Home Mission Board of the Southern 
Baptist Convention.

Active in denominational affairs, Waltz 
was a member of the Executive Board of 
the Ohio convention, a trustee for Golden 
Gate Baptist Theological seminary, Mill 
Valley, Calif., and a member of the SBC 
committee on boards.

Two of his four children are ministers 
of music for Baptist churches—Marvin, 23, 
of First Baptist church, Mason, Ohio; and 
David Carl, of Twin County Baptist 
church, Kendall Park, N. J.

Funeral services were scheduled Friday, 
Dec. 17, at Valley Baptist church, Middle
town, Pa., near Harrisburg. Ray Roberts, 
executive secretary of the Ohio convention, 
and Larry Lewis, Sunday School, church 
training and music secretary for the Penn
sylvania-South Jersey convention, officiated.

In lieu of flowers, the family requested 
that memorial gifts be made to the Joseph 
M. Waltz Memorial Mission Fund, c/o the 
state convention office, to help start new 
chapels and missions throughout the Penn
sylvania-South Jersey convention area. (BP)
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New Brotherhood Executive 
Committed To Loy "Conspiracy"

By Jack U. Harwell
MEMPHIS—The newest Southern Bap

tist Convention agency head is committed to 
creating a new conspiracy among Southern 
Baptist laymen.

Glendon McCullough, executive secretary 
of the SBC Brotherhood Commission here, 
calls it “a conspiracy of concern.”

McCullough will push that conspiracy 
with everything at his disposal in his new 
job of leading the laymen’s involvement or
ganization of the SBC.

“I don’t have a lot of pre-conceived ideas 
about where Baptist men’s work will go un
der new leadership,” McCullough said. He 
is spending the first few weeks on the job 
here with Brotherhood Commission staff 
members, state Brotherhood secretaries, mis
sion board executives, editors and everyone 
else who has ideas about improving Baptist 
men’s work. McCullough, however, has 
some strong ideas about ways to more ef
fectively involve laymen in the life of the 
church; but he is open to listen to the views 
of others before jelling new commission 
policies.

One of his strongest views is that 
“Southern Baptist men desperately need 
to form a conspiracy of concern—a 
concern that takes us beyond the jolly 
fellowship, the polite corps of church
door greeters and the ushering fran
chise.
“We need to quit calling our Baptist lay

men back to the churches to prop them up 
as institutions,” he continued enthusiastical
ly. “We must learn to be glad that they 
are out in the work-a-day world, where they 
have their greatest expertise. And we must 
learn how to undergird them for the great
est possible witness out there where they 
live and work.”

Saying Baptists have tended to make the 
pastor a business manager or executive, tak
ing him out of the prophetic role, McCul
lough emphasized that it might be more 
precise to see the role of the pastor as 
equipping the laity for their unique role in 
the world.

“The laity are already in the world, and 
we must equip them for their role there 
as witnessing, professing Christians,” Mc
Cullough said. “We must strengthen their 
concept of ministry when they are apart 
from the fellowship, for this is where they 
spend most of their time and where their 
witness is most needed.

“In reverse,” he continued, “we strip the 
pastor of his equipping ministry by expect
ing him to enter the world and function as 
a layman, but because he is paid clergy, his 
witness is not half as effective as that of his 
laity. The effect is that we neutralize the 
ministry of both.”

The Brotherhood Commission needs 
to help lead Southern Baptists to under
stand these unique roles pastors and

Belmont Board

Horrell New Chairman 
Of Belmont Board

Henry Horrell, Nashville, was elected 
chairman of the Board of Trustees of Bel
mont college, at a recent meeting in Nash
ville. He will succeed Fred D. Wright who 
served as chairman for seven years. Other 
officers elected included Tom L. Hitch, 
Thompson Station, vice-chairman; and 
Clinton H. Swafford, Winchester, secretary.

Newly elected members to Belmont’s 
Board of Trustees are Oscar W. Carter, 
Robert J. Daugherty, and H. Gordon 
Stoker, all of Nashville. Elected also were 
Harold Allen, Gallatin; H. Eugene Cotey, 
Murfreesboro; Alfred Royer, Shelbyville; 
Joseph W. McGehee, Lewisburg; and Paul 
J. Tabor, Lawrenceburg.

Chiles Renamed Chairman 
Of Carson-Newman Board

Henry M. Chiles, pastor, Central church, 
Bearden, was re-elected chairman of the 
Board of Trustees of Carson-Newman col
lege. The Board, meeting in its regular De
cember session, re-elected also Robert R. 
Wisecarver as secretary. Wisecarver is pres
ident of Greene County Bank, Greeneville. 
Joe P. Haynes, Knoxville attorney, was 
elected vice-chairman of the Board.

In other action, the Board named for
mally the science building under construc
tion on the campus, “Dougherty Science 
Center.” The facility is named in honor of 
the late Mr. and Mrs. T. H. Dougherty. 
Completion of the complex is expected in 
mid-June of 1972.

A resolution was adopted naming the 
auditorium in Henderson Hall for the late 
William L. Gentry, 15th president of Car
son-Newman college. He served from 1917 
until 1919.

laymen can play in renewal, and to get 
away from an institutional approach.
“This is not the decade of institutional

ized organizations,” he declared. “If we are 
just going to have eating meetings and plan 
a few one-shot projects and put a lot of 
names on Brotherhood rolls so we can make 
a good annual report, I am not interested. 
And I don’t think our Baptist men are in
terested.

“Laymen need to be full partners in the 
mainstream of the church’s life,” he stated. 
They can cut new highways in the jungles 
of modern society. We need to excite their 
concern and mobilize their unique skills 
and God-breathed gifts in life-changing 
ways. (BP)

Unusual Extension Granted
For 'Science And Health'

WASHINGTON, D. C.—The U. S. Con
gress has given the Christian Science 
Church an unusual 75-year extension on 
the copyright to “Science and Health with 
Keys to the Scripture” by Mary Baker 
Eddy, founder of the church.

Congressional action was completed 
when the Senate approved the private bill, 
which was held up for a time by Sen. Ja
cob Javits (R.-N.Y.) chiefly because of pro
tests from the New York Bar Association.

If signed by President Nixon, the meas
ure would extend, for 75 years from passage, 
the copyright on the 1906 edition of Mrs. 
Eddy’s book. It also gives the Church the 
copyright to earlier editions which have 
always been in the public domain.

The copyright on the 1906 edition ran 
out in 1962 at the end of 56 years. Copy
rights are currently given for 28 years, with 
the right to another 28-year extension. Con
gress has been contemplating extensive re
vision of copyright laws for some years and 
since 1962 has annually extended the copy
right of the Eddy book. (RNS)

Bible Dispensing Experiment
A vending machine which dispenses the 

four Gospels in French and Dutch is prov
ing attractive to travelers in Brussels, the 
Belgian Bible Society reports.

P. Caufriez, Bible Society director, says 
the rented machine, which once dispensed 
chocolates or cigarettes, can’t replace hu
man contact. But by making Scriptures 
available when the Bible Society office is 
closed, the machine does show that the So
ciety cares about people’s needs.

Caufriez had long thought a vending ma
chine might make sense, so he rented one 
for six months, placing it in front of ihe 
Bible Society office which is at a bus and 
tramway stop opposite a major railway sta
tion. About 100 gospels a month are sold, 
purchasers inserting 10 Belgian francs to 
get Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John in a 
colored slip-case. (EBPS)

CHURCH 
BUILDINGS 
FINANCED

WRITE
P.O. BOX 15292

NASHVILLE, TENN. 37215

COOPERATIVE 
CHURCH FINANCE, INC.
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Sunday School Lesson for Sunday, December 26,1971

CALL TO PRAYER
FounckHon

The Forward Look
By Jonas L. Stewart 

Executive Secretary-Treasurer
By W. R. White 

Baylor University, Waco, Texas

Basic Passage: Luke 11:1-54
Focal Passage: Luke 11:1-13

A call to prayer is always appropriate. 
There are no seasons which do not need the
exercise of prayer.

White

At Christmas time so 
many people are tempted 
to let the bars down and 
“take a fling.” Two kinds 
of prayer are needed at 
this time. One is a 
prayer that we be Chris
tian in conduct and in 
alert generosity. The 
other is that we utter pro
found gratitude and 
thanks for God’s un
speakable gift of His 
son.

Prayer of a godly man not only gets an
swers from the Lord in response to concrete 
petitions but is a force working mightily for 
good in the earth. It is a leverage available 
to the Christian, unexcelled in possibilities.

There is the attitude of prayer which 
should be unceasing. This should be like 
normal breathing. Then there are moments 
for tense intercession and profoundly rever
ent communion. This is like taking deep 
breaths for a period.
The Model Prayer
Luke 11:1-4

This is not necessarily a prayer to be re
peated verbatim but provides guidelines for 
our praying. In a sense it is a model for the 
disciples. Matthew preserves the fuller form 
than found in Luke. This confirms the idea 
that is meant to be a guide instead of a 
regular ritual.

The right attitude toward and approach 
to deity or God is of prior importance in 
praying—“Our Father—hallowed be Thy 
name.”

First things must be first in praying. That 
is, the will of God must be supreme. This 
is the frame of reverence for the whole of 
the prayer—the realization of the will of 
God being done on earth as it is in heaven.

Then wc can turn to our material needs 
such as daily bread. This does not mean 
that we are to depend on God for our food 
as tiny birds in the nest depend on their 
mother but deep dependence on the provi- 
donee of God while we labor diligently with 
our own hands.

The heart must be right, sins must be re
nounced and eschewed while we seek for
giveness and purging. This is ever condi
tioned in a forgiving spirit toward those 
who have wronged us.

We are to seek deliverance from serious 
tests and temptations. God will not permit 
us to be tempted above what we are able 
to bear or resist. He will provide deliver
ance from whatever evil does befall us. If 
we pray for it earnestly and trust the Lord 
implicitly, deliverance will surely come.

Sincere Pursuit
Luke 11:5-8

After one has tucked his family away 
and has fallen into deep slumber himself, 
it is difficult to arouse him to action unless 
something very serious and shocking has 
happened.

In the illustration, the neighbor who has 
unexpected company importunes his friends 
to help him in his predicament. He prevails. 
It is given to teach a lesson by contrast. If 
we can arouse our earthly friends by desper
ate importunity, how much more can we 
secure response from our heavenly Father 
when we are desperately in earnest. Our im
portunity does not change God’s mind but 
it changes us so that God’s response is all 
the more meaningful.

An Inexorable Promise.
Luke 11:8-10

Prayer is asking, knocking and seeking. 
There should be fixed postures and attitudes. 
They will secure sure results from God. The 
habit will mould us into instruments of 
God’s purpose so that He can trust us and 
use us.

The Greater Responsiveness of God
Luke 11:11-13

Earthly parents do not turn a deaf ear 
or mock their children who come to them 
sincerely for legitimate needs. How much 
greater is the tenderness and discriminating 
response of our heavenly Father, “How 
much more” is the key.

The greatest gift we can seek is the filling 
of the Holy Spirit. This not only brings 
other precious gifts but produces an effec
tiveness in prayer as nothing else will. 
Romans 8:26-27

or Phone Toll-Free 
1-800-241-3166

Who wants to look back? Jesus said 
something rather critical about the one who 
puts his hand on the plow and does that. 
For the Christian there is something to 
challenge us in the future.

We look toward an ever-expanding testi
mony for our Lord. We grow in Christian 
service as we grow in grace and knowledge. 
Each new day is a new opportunity filled 
with exciting prospects. This is one advan
tage of being a Christian.

The forward look takes us all the way to 
heaven. We see our eternal reward and 
know that our labor is not in vain.

The forward look should also include the 
provision for what happens to our posses
sions after we go to heaven. God cannot be 
pleased with carelessness here. He gave us 
what we have. The disposition of it should 
have careful attention. This can be done 
only in a properly prepared will. This is 
the forward look. It keeps forever alive 
one’s hopes, ideals, dedication, compassion, 
judgment, thoughtfulness, vision and Chris
tian testimony. In a will, one lets life prevail 
over death because he planned with the 
forward look.

For information on preparing a Christian 
will, write or call Tennessee Baptist Founda
tion, Dr. Jonas L. Stewart, Executive Sec
retary-Treasurer, P. O. Box 647, Brent
wood, Tennessee 37027, phone: 833-4220.

Duck Named PR Administrative 
Assistant for Alabama Baptists

MONTGOMERY, Ala. — Robert M. 
Duck, acting director of public relations for 
the Alabama Baptist Convention Executive 
Board, was named administrative assistant 
in public relations for the convention board 
during its December meeting here.

Duck has worked on the public relations 
staff for the convention since 1968, and has 
held positions with various communications 
media for 17 years.

He was a radio newsman and announcer 
for stations in Sylacauga, Montgomery, and 
Andalusia, Ala., and Canton, Ga., from 
1950-63, and has also worked in television 
at station WSFA-TV, Montgomery.

A native of Bessemer and Sylacauga, 
Ala., Duck has been minister of education at 
Baptist churches in Marion, Ala., and Val
dosta, Ga. He is a graduate of University 
of Alabama, Tuscaloosa, and New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary (BP)

FIRST MORTGAGE CHURCH BONDS
Registered as to principal and interest 

Interest payable semi-annually

Write CHURCH SECURITIES, INC.
(Formerly Church Investors)

4095 Clairmont Road Atlanta, Ga. 30341
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From the
Executive Secretary

By W. Fred Kendall

Today I wish to make this very personal 
to each of you 
Through the year

who read this column. 
I have met so many of 
you as I have been in 
many parts of the state. 
So many have been so 
so kind to tell me that 
you read what I write 
each week. I deeply ap
preciate so many good 
responses and I am glad 
that this has been a 
means of rendering a 
small service for Tennes
see Baptists.

Kendall Our Baptist And Re
flector is a wonderful 

and most essential line of communication 
with the churches and the Christian homes. 
It is a channel for religious news and for 
information which is so necessary to be an 
informed Baptist in these days when the 
spiritual needs of the world are so great.

It has been my purpose to write about 
those things which I felt were of major 
concern. So much comes across my desk 
about the current world scene and so much 
that challenges and calls for action. From 
week to week there is so much that needs 
to be discussed and facts given which will 
be helpful in understanding our problems 
and our most urgent needs.

I want to wish for every one of you a 
very happy Christmas. It is my prayer 
that every home will experience those great 
joys that are so characteristic of this sea
son. Christ brought us so much. He has 
made the difference. He taught us to love 
one another and to share that love. He 
created the Christian family and the Chris
tian home. It is here that Christmas has 
its greatest meaning in hearts that are 
bound together with His love.

It is also my prayer that 1972 will be a 
great year for each and all. The new year 
is always a real challenge. It is a new op
portunity. It is like an open door. Let us 
enter the new year in prayer that we may 
see many great spiritual victories and that 
it will be a year of continued spiritual 
growth and that many of the great world 
problems which now confront all the world 
will be solved. Let us continue to pray that 
real peace may come in 1972.

Deeply do I appreciate the prayers and 
the love and friendship of so many Ten
nessee Baptists. You have brought me many 
blessings and enriched my life. For each 
of you and for your homes I wish you the 
very best and happiest Christmas and a 
great New Year.

On Matters of

By Dr. B. David Edens, 
Director, Marriage and 
Family Program 
Stephens College 
Columbia, Missouri 65201

Altruism Must Be Taught— 
Like History or Math

No matter where we live and teach, our 
primary responsibility is to raise children 
who will transcend their environments to 
become cosmopolites and planetary citizens.

“The young children growing up now 
have to be different from any who have 
grown up before,” said Dr. Chester Pierce, 
prof, of psychiatry at Harvard Medical 
School. “They have to be different because 
we know there can never be another war.”

The existence of lethal weapons which 
can destroy mankind eliminates war as a 
viable reaction to situations and conditions, 
he stressed. Therefore children must be 
brought up to be supra-nationalists who 
know that what affects man anywhere in 
our overcrowded world affects men every
where.

Will an emphasis on youngsters’ intellec
tual development produce the kind of people 
able to maintain a peaceful world? Pierce 
does not think so.

“The ability to use our intellectual skills 
is strongly influenced by our subjective 
emotional experiences,” he reminded. What 
good will highly developed and trained in
tellects be if negative feelings limit our 
ability to use them?

Sunday School Board
Gets New Zip Code

NASHVILLE—The United States 
Postal Service has issued a new, ex
clusive zip code to the Southern Bap
tist Sunday School Board.

It is believed to be the first time an 
individual zip code has been assigned 
to a Southern Baptist Convention 
agency.

The new zip code, 37234, was given 
to the board in order to insure quicker 
mail service, according to board offi
cials. (BP)

Historically:
From the files

i50 YEARS AGO
A. A. Riggs was ordained to the 

gospel ministry by the Fall Branch 
church. A. R. Moulton presented 
Riggs to the church.

Subscription rates to Baptist And 
Reflector were $2.50, but due to re
duced printing costs and increased 
subscriptions, the rate was to be re
duced to $2.00 a year in 1922.

20 YEARS AGO
The Covington church expressed 

sympathy to Editor Richard N. Owen 
in the passing of his mother, Mrs. 
Claudia McFadden Owen. She had 
been a member of the Covington 
church since May 1886.

Pleasant Hill church, Robertson, 
held dedicatory services for its new 
annex. David Cooper was pastor. Par
ticipating in the note burning were 
two former pastors and numerous 
church leaders.

10 YEARS AGO
James Lee was called as pastor of 

the Hillhurst church in Nashville. He 
had taught at Belmont college and was 
pastor of the Nashville Mill Creek 
church.

West Knoxville church purchased 
a three-acre tract for re-location of 
their building. Construction on the 
first phase, a $75,000 unit, was to be
gin immediately.

The Story Of Christmas— 
By Indian Children

PALA, Calif.—The Baby Jesus in bright 
colors with a feather in his hair?

Mary and Joseph dressed and looking like 
Indians of the Old West?

The crib in a teepee instead of the tradi
tional manger?

And the Three Wise Men in buckskins 
and feathers and bearing gifts of corn?

To all these questions, the children at 
Mission San Antonio de Pala school say, 
“Why not?”

For this is the way they see the tradi
tional Christmas scene. This is the way they 
design their annual colorful Christmas cards 
to raise funds for the poor Indian school.

The designs reflect the Indian boys’ and 
girls’ cultural and religious heritage. Their 
original drawings—this year there are six— 
are reproduced through the silk-screen pro
cess by a professional firm. (RNS)
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REACTION ROUNDUP

Revision Of ‘Becoming’ Prompts
Record Response Toward BSSB

By Jim Newton

NASHVILLE—When officials of the 
Southern Baptist Sunday School Board de
cided here to revise a quarterly for teenagers 
after it had been printed because it con
tained material on race relations which they 
felt was “subject to misinterpretation,” little 
did they know their decision would prompt 
what one board official called “the most re
sponse in the shortest time in Board his
tory.”

Just 28 days after the decision was first 
made public through a Religious News Serv
ice report, more than 20 Baptist groups had 
passed resolutions concerning the decision, 
15 Baptist state paper editors had written 
editorials or columns about the matter, and 
about 400 persons had written letters to the 
Sunday School Board concerning the de
cision.

All but one of the resolutions expressed 
some degree of opposition to the decision. 
Eleven of the editorials opposed to some 
extent the quarterly revision, while four 
state Baptist papers carried seven editorials 
supporting the board officials’ decision. A 
tally of the letters received by the board 
disclosed that 314 letters opposed the ac
tion, while 71 were supportive.

Several daily newspapers and one na
tional newsmagazine (Newsweek) printed 
not only news stories, but also a photograph 
of a young black man talking with two white 
girls which allegedly was considered by 
board officials to be “subject to misinterpre
tation” along with some textual material on 
racial reconciliation.

Board Officials Regret Publicity
How have board officials, who made the 

decision, responded to the flood of reaction?
“We did not seek the publicity that at

tended the decision, although we recognize 
that all of our work must be done under the 
eyes of the public, especially the Baptist 
public,” an official stated. “We regret that 
much of the publicity in the daily and secu
lar weekly press has been distorted, based 
on untruths and drawing unwarranted con
clusions.”

The board leaders said they “accept and 
act upon constructive criticism. We call 
for the prayers of those who are interested 
in the work of the board as our employees 
continue to seek to serve and to lead our 
constituency in a faithful and creative man
ner,” the board leaders’ statement concluded.

Board Action Supported By Four Editors
The board officials’ stance has been sup

ported editorially by the Baptist Record of 
Mississippi, the Word and Way of Missouri, 
Y Baptist And Reflector of Tennessee, and 
W Baptist Courier of South Carolina.

The executive committee of the National 
Baptist Publishing Board in Nashville called 
the decision “a setback in our Christian en
deavors.”

An editorial in the lllitwis Baptist ob
served that despite all the bad publicity 
which had done great damage to the image 
of Southern Baptists, some good will likely 
come from the controversy.
Denies Avoidance Of Issue

In a “Guest Editorial” response, Sullivan 
denied the board had bowed to any pres
sures, saying “We are not seeking to avoid 
sensitive issues. We are seeking to treat 
them in a responsible and redemptive man
ner. ... A glance at past, present and future 
materials will show that we have not in any 
way drawn back on our commitment to 
deal with the race issue.”

Sullivan added that implications that the 
photograph was the most important element 
in the decision were incorrect. “It was the 
mix—the total combination of art, text, and 
approach—which led to the decision, not 
any single element of the combination,” 
Sullivan said.
"An Ironic Twist" Editor Says

The Maryland Baptist editorial, however, 
expressed doubt that the decision was 
prompted by the desire to sell more quarter
lies through offending fewer people. “The 
decision was more likely based on an honest 
effort to avoid any more controversy and 
criticism toward the board. Ironically, it has 
worked the other way.”

Noting that “no one has yet written any
thing on the racial issue that was not con
troversial,” the Baptist Standard of Texas 
said editorially that the key question raised 
by the entire matter is, “What is ahead for 
the Sunday School Board as it deals with 
the racial issue?” (BP)

Bill To Combat Obscenity
Is Introduced In House

A bill, described as a “new approach to 
combating obscenity” has been introduced 
in the House of Representatives. The bill, 
if passed, would give the individual receiv
ing mail of an obscene nature direct access 
to a course of action against the mailer for 
interference with his right of privacy. It 
would provide for compensatory and pu
nitive damages, and includes a definition of 
obscenity by which to measure the material.

Submitted by Rep. Robert Price (R.-Tex- 
as), the bill would eliminate “certain weak
nesses” of a law adopted last year allowing 
a person to notify the post office of his un
willingness to receive sexually provocative 
mail, but leaving legal action up to the 
government.

Other Editors Write:

Some Observations About the 
Committee of Fifteen

The Executive Committee of the South
ern Baptist Convention has a special com
mittee now called the Committee of Fifteen 
which is studying the total Southern Baptist 
Convention program. This is something that 
needs to be done rather fre
quently in any denomination, 
especially one as big as the 
Southern Baptist Convention.

We do not question the mo- 
tives of anyone, but the more we t 
think about it, the more we be- $ 
come concerned with so small a o 
group, from such a restricted 
area, studying so vast a thing as 
the total program of the South
ern Baptist Convention.

Now, who makes up the com- ~ 
mittee? They are pastors and 
laymen from across the conven
tion. There is not a person on 
this from a board or an agency, 
no foreign or home missionary, 
no superintendent of missions, 
no state convention employe, no 
member from the many boards 
of trustees of the different agen
cies.

There is one thing that I have learned 
in the past few years and that is that the 
local church doesn’t care what particular 
agency is doing what particular job, but it 
makes a lot of difference at the state level 
what agency is given which program of 
work. For example, in our local convention, 
the church couldn’t care less who has the 
bus ministry, the Sunday School Board or 
the Home Mission Board; the churches in 
fact don’t care which member of the staff 
ought to promote this method of outreach 
on evangelism, but it makes a lot of differ
ence to the members of the staff. It 
means expense, time, travel, shifting of re
sponsibilities, etc.

What we are saying is that the thousands 
of people who spend their whole life work
ing for the denomination ought to be con
sulted somewhere along the line. So also 
should the elected boards of trustees of the 
agencies. If the rumors we hear are true, 
then someone is going to wake up one 
morning to discover there is no longer an 
agency and he had no voice, pro or con.

Maybe the committee has proceeded too 
far for others to be involved; if so, then it 
would seem the better part of wisdom to 
hear their proposal and wait one year be
fore any action is taken. In this period of 
time at least we could have opportunity to 
openly discuss all the proposed changes.

At no point do we see the need for any
thing to be changed by the convention any
way.

—James Duncan
Editor, “Capital Baptist” 
Washington, D.C.

Baptist And Reflector


