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Devotional

Paul’s Appeal To Caesar Thronging or Touching
Mark 5:24-27

By Herschel H. Hobbs By O. M. Dangeau, Pastor 
First Baptist Church, McKenzie

“I appeal unto Caesar”—Acts 25:11
When Festus became procurator of 

Judea he went immediately to Jerusalem 
for more than a ten-day visit. There he 
conferred with the Jewish high priest who 
brought the old charges against Paul. Festus 
refused his request to return him to 
Jerusalem for trial. Instead he said that 
any who had criminal charges against Paul 
could bring them before him in Caesarea.

Soon the Jews came to that city with 
charges against Paul which they could not 
prove (Acts 25:7). As before Felix so here 
Paul denied all their charges. When Festus 
asked if he were willing to return to 
Jerusalem for trial Paul refused. He knew 
that to do so meant certain death. How
ever, he said that if he were guilty of capital 
crimes against Rome he was willing to die.

Festus knew that he was innocent of any 
crimes against the state (see 25:18-21; 26: 
31-32). But he was playing politics with 
the Jews. Realizing that he could not get 
justice in a provincial court, Paul appealed 
his case to Caesar. This was his right in 
capital situations as a Roman citizen. He 
knew that he would get no fair hearing 
either in Jerusalem or Caesarea. So in a 
sense he appealed to the Supreme Court.

Once such an appeal was made it had 
to be carried out (25:12; 26:32). So the
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case was taken out of the hands of Festus. 
At the first opportunity he sent Paul to 
Rome (Acts 27:1-2).

It had been Paul’s plan to go to Rome 
on his way to Spain following his visit to 
Jerusalem (Rom. 15:24-25). He did go to 
Rome but in a different way than he had 
figured. He was delayed for two years by 
his Caesarean imprisonment. Instead of 
going as a free man he went as a prisoner. 
Had he gone as planned he would have 
visited the Christians for a short time but 
nothing more. Nero doubtless would not 
have known that he was there.

But it was the Lord’s will that he appear 
before Caesar himself (Acts 27:24). Prob
ably in no way other than as a prisoner who 
appealed his case to Caesar would this have 
been possible. Judging by Paul’s defenses 
elsewhere (see Acts 26) we may assume that 
Nero heard a gospel sermon by Paul. If so, 
it did not convert him. But he had his 
opportunity.

Truly God works in mysterious ways to 
accomplish his purposes. We cannot always 
understand, but we can trust him. And be 
used by him in each circumstance.

pulpit Co Jhto
By JimsGriffith

Basketball has been called Ameri
ca’s favorite indoor sport, but I’d like 
to point out a popular indoor and 
outdoor game that is played by some 
church members:

The W.A.N.D.E., better known as 
the “We Are Not Doing Enough”, 
game. Translated, this means, “You 
and the church are not doing 
enough.”

The unusual thing about this game 
is that no matter how well the church 
is going, the players find pleasure in 
throwing cold water on everyone’s en
thusiasm.

If the membership has grown and 
the budget increased, the W.A.N.D.E. 
player will say: “Yes, but the church 
is just not spiritual enough.”

On the other hand, if the church is 
“spiritual,” but not having any addi
tions to the membership and the of
ferings declining, the player of the 
game says: “It’s all right to say that 
the church is ‘spiritual,’ but you can’t 
argue with facts and figures.”

This game is disturbing to all in 
that, under these playing conditions, 
everyone loses.

Jairus, one of the rulers of the synagogue, 
asked Jesus to heal his daughter who was at 
the point of death. Verse twenty-four says, 

“And Jesus went with

Dangeau

him; and much people 
thronged him.” Listen 
now to verse twenty
seven, speaking of the 
woman which had an is
sue of blood twelve 
years: “When she had 
heard of Jesus, came in 
the press behind, and 
touched his garment.”

Please notice that the
multitudes thronged Je
sus, and the woman 

touched Him. The multitudes got nothing; 
the woman was healed. Jesus cannot be 
thronged, he must be touched. Very simply, 
our relation to Jesus is not that of a crowd, 
but that of an individual. It is personal. I 
suggest that each of us move from the rank 
of those who merely throng Him, to those 
who touch Him. Every person needs pardon 
and forgiveness of sin, and this comes only 
when we, as individual persons, lay our sins 
on Jesus. The most glorious news to fall 
upon our ears is to hear Him say, “Thy sins 
are forgiven thee.”

We need to touch Jesus, not only for for
giveness of sin, but for victory over sin. 
Paul said, “We are more than conquerors 
through Christ that loved us.” At the battle 
of the Nile, as the French fleet was being 
destroyed, Nelson sent this message to Eng
land, “Victory is a word not strong enough 
for such a scene as this.” When we touch 
Jesus there is victory, and “Each victory 
will help us, some other to win.” The great
est victory we can ever win is over sin, and 
it comes when we touch Jesus.

Now, remember what Jesus said to the 
woman, “Thy faith hath made thee whole; 
go in peace.” You see, dear ones, faith is 
an individual response, not that of a crowd. 
This is why we must touch Him. Do we 
really touch Him? Or are we merely throng
ing Him?

After father’s allowance stops and before 
social security begins comes middle age, 
that awkward time of life when you have 
to support yourself.
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SBC Cooperative Program Gifts 
Increase 7.32 Per Cent In 1971

NASHVILLE—Contributions through the 
Southern Baptist Convention Cooperative 
Program unified budget during 1971 ex
ceeded 1970 gifts by 7.32 per cent, enough 
to meet the denomination’s $29.1 million 
operating budget and pay $823,644 on 
capital needs for SBC agencies.

During 1971, Southern Baptists gave 
$29,970,527 through their Cooperative Pro
gram unified budget, plus an additional 
$23,791,181 in designated gifts to specific 
mission causes.

The grand total of $53.7 million in mis
sion contributions exceeded last year’s $50.2 
million by more than $3.5 million, or 7.03 
per cent.

Despite the 7.32 per cent increase in Co
operative Program giving, the denomina
tion fell short of its total budget needs by 
$1.2 million, all of it in the capital needs 
section of the budget.

SBC leaders, however, said they were en
couraged by the response.

Porter W. Routh, executive secretary of 
the SBC Executive Committee which pre
pares the financial reports and distributes 
the mission gifts to SBC agencies, called the 
increase in giving over 1970 levels “good 
news for the new year.”

Should Be Encouraged
“This 7.32 per cent increase, compared 

with a 1.79 per cent increase in 1970 over 
1969, shows a response to the challenge 
of advance on the part of Southern Baptists 
which is most heartening,” Routh said.

He added the “good news” would bring 
encouragement to home and foreign mis
sionaries, seminary professors and students, 
and to other SBC program leaders who 
“seek to help the churches in their objec
tive of bringing men to God through Jesus 
Christ.”

"ves, i asree youg husbanp coulp use hblp, but i'm 
APRAlP A SOUL TRANSPLANT IS OUT OP THE QUESTION/7

John H. Williams, financial planning sec
retary for the SBC executive committee, 
observed that while other major Protestant 
denominations are facing decreases in finan
cial giving, Southern Baptists should be en
couraged as a denomination as they look 
to 1972.

Both Williams and Routh acknowledged 
that while the total gifts were not sufficient 
to meet all the 1971 budget in the capital 
needs section, the contributions were suf
ficient to pay more on capital needs than 
they had anticipated earlier in the year.

Because 1970 Cooperative Program con
tributions increased only 1.79 per cent, the 
denomination was unable to pay $932,937 
on capital needs due in 1970, automatically 
adding that amount to the $1,050,000 al
ready budgeted for capital needs in 1971.

Routh said last year that in order to meet 
the total $29.1 million operating budget 
plus the $932,927 on capital needs due 
in 1970 and the $1,050,000 on 1971 capital 
needs, Cooperative Program gifts for 1971 
would have had to increase 11.89 per cent 
during 1971. When the books closed Dec. 
31, the actual increase was 7.32 per cent.

Short Of Total Budget
The $29.9 million given in 1971 was 

short of the total budget by $1,240,282, an 
amount which will automatically be added 
on to the 1972 budget.

The increase in 1971 contributions will 
actually reduce the 1972 budget, since the 
convention in St. Louis last June approved 
a 1972 budget based on projections which 
indicated the denomination would not be 
able to pay anything on the 1970 and 1971 
capital needs.

The 1972 budget as approved by the 
convention calls for the same level on op
erating budgets as the 1971 budget, plus the 
$932,927 capital needs for 1970, the 
$1,050,000 in 1971 capital needs, and $787,- 
500 in 1972 capital needs. Since 1971 
contributions paid $823,644 on capital 
needs, the 1972 budget automatically will 
be readjusted downward by that amount.

The budget for the nine-month period, 
January through September, 1972, would 
thus be as follows: $21,860,162 for op
erating needs; $109,282 for 1970 capital 
needs balance; $1,050,000 for 1971 capital 
needs; and $787,500 for 1972 capital needs.

Routh, in a letter to executive secretaries 
of state Baptist conventions and editors of 
their publications, wrote that the 7.32 per 
cent increase for 1971 could mean that all 
the 1970 and 1971 capital needs and a 
substantial part of the capital funds due in 
the first nine months of 1972 can be paid, 
“if Southern Baptists continue to give as 
God prospers them.”

Williams attributed much of the year’s 
increase to an “excellent” month of giving

Methodist Congregations 
Launch Counseling Project

TEMPLE, Tex.—A Pastoral Counseling 
Center pilot project sponsored by the 57 
congregations in the Temple District of the 
United Methodist Church, has been es
tablished.

Temple is one of the smaller communi
ties to have such a service, its population 
being about 38,000.

The center offers counseling for all types 
of “personal crisis situations,” including 
adjustment to death, divorce and loneliness. 
Young people having drug problems are 
another source for counseling.

Temple, located near Fort Hood, has a 
high percentage of military families, and 
the center counsels these people who are 
far from home, lonely, and who may have 
other financial, marital and family prob
lems.

Dr. Floyd Jennings, a clinical psychologist 
at the Temple Veterans Administration Cen
ter, proposed the counseling center and is 
its chief counselor. Some consultations are 
handled by Rev. R. H. Briles or Dr. Wil
liam Grenwaldt, both Methodist ministers.

Jennings, an ordained clergyman, as well 
as a psychologist, said that those seeking 
the center’s help are not psychologically ill, 
but are facing specific crisis situations and 
need objective advice. The Temple 7th 
Street Methodist church provides a private 
study for counseling, and the anonymity of 
individuals is maintained.

Referrals to the center are being made by 
other ministers and qualified agencies. 
(RNS)

Linkletter To Talk 
About Drug Abuse

Art Linkletter, famed television person
ality whose daughter took her own life after 
an overdose of LSD, talks about his role 
in the war against drug abuse on “Mas- 
terControl” ’s January 30 program.

Linkletter describes his appointment to 
a non-government anti-drug agency, com
ments on the origin and development of the 
current drug crisis and discusses the use 
of drugs by servicemen in Vietnam.

Two former drug users, Wayne Donaho 
and Tom Hosier, also appear on the show, 
telling why they turned on to drugs and 
the consequences of doing so.

“MasterControl”*, a weekly half-hour 
radio program produced by the SBC Radio
Television Commission, now is heard on 570 
domestic stations and around the world on 
the 300 stations of the American Forces 
Radio Network.

in December, 1971, with $2,598,801 in Co
operative Program gifts during the month. 
The December 1971 contributions were 
larger than any previous December in SBC 
history, and increased 27.27 per cent over 
December 1970 gifts of $2 million. (BP)
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Majoring Upon Majors

In a few days, the annual conference on Evangelism 
will be held in Nashville. About one month later, the 
youth evangelism conference is scheduled also. These 
two Convention-sponsored events deserve a place in the 
prayer life of Tennessee Baptists, and the support by 
attendance upon the part of pastors, laymen, and young 
people.

The compelling motivation behind our evangelistic 
efforts is just as present today as in New Testament times, 
because there still are lost people who need a Saviour, 
a way, hope, and the promise of eternity. To us, any pro
gram of progress, be it social reform, provision for phys
ical need, or elimination of environmental pollution must 
be centered in a basic concern for the spiritual welfare 
of mankind.

Our efforts at visitation evangelism have all but been 
“sunk” by our technological age, because we have be
come so busy, and so self-centered that our own little 

world occupies the pre-eminent place in our thinking. 
This is to the exclusion of the larger concern which should 
be ours as sons and daughters of our Heavenly Father. 
When we wrap our own interests so tightly around us, to 
the detriment of these larger concerns, sooner or later, 
our own little domain will crumble from within, victim 
of spiritual neglect and starvation.

Too little in recent years have we heard the “hell 
fire and damnation” preaching of other generations. We 
have lived so long in times of crises that the abnormal 
has for many become normal, and this is unfortunate. Our 
Biblical and historic perspective reminds us constantly that 
there is no normalcy about abnormality, nor anything right 
with that which is wrong.

Perhaps these days of emphasis upon evangelism within 
our Tennessee Baptist Convention might serve to create 
renewed commitment upon the part of each of us to do the 
work of our Father, to major upon majors, and to con
centrate upon the elimination of spiritual pollution, other
wise called SIN. We hope this might be the case.

Speak Up Now

The Tennessee Baptist Convention adopted a strong 
statement in opposition to any form of pari-mutuel gam
bling during the Gatlinburg session last November. At that 
time, it was suggested that expressions of sentiments upon 
the subject be made at the local level to members of the 
Legislature.

Such expressions should be made now because the Gen
eral Assembly convenes soon. We are opposed, for many 
reasons, to any form of legalized gambling in our state. 
Governor Winfield Dunn is to be commended for his 
previous statements and stands upon the subject. He, 
along with members of the General Assembly, could well 
benefit by our expressions of support for his and other 
stands against legalized gambling. These expressions now 
could serve also as a deterrent to some who might be in
clined to make of the subject a political football.

We believe, therefore, that Tennessee Baptists should 
record their opposition to this menace to the welfare of 
any community in clear voices, leaving no uncertainty 
concerning our position. This would be one of the best 
ways we know to ward off in advance what would be a 
major problem.
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Youth Evangelism Conference To Attract 15,000 Feb. 11-12

Hogue St. Clair Blessitt
Approximately 15,000 young people are 

expected to converge on the Vanderbilt uni
versity campus February 11-12 for the larg
est religious meeting held in Tennessee since 
the Billy Graham crusade in May 1970.

The occasion is the third Youth Evan-

Tennessee Baptists To Observe 
Men's Day January 23

Baptist Men’s Day will be observed in 
churches throughout Tennessee on Sunday, 
Jan. 23.

The observance of Laymen’s Day (now 
termed Men’s Day) had its beginning at the 
Southern Baptist Convention meeting in St. 
Petersburg, Fla. in 1932. At that time it 
was recommended that April 9, 1933 be 
designated as Laymen’s Day.

Tennessee churches will emphasize organ
ization of men for witnessing, according to 
Roy Gilleland, secretary of the Brotherhood 
Department of the Tennessee Baptist Con
vention. The department has prepared and 
issued a pamphlet on witnessing leadership 
and suggestions for a successful Men’s 
Day to churches in the state.

“The Baptist Hour” radio telecast for 
Sunday, Jan. 23, has been tailored to feature 
Baptist Men’s Day, according to Roy Jen
nings, program manager for the Brother
hood Commission in Memphis. The broad
cast will offer an interview of Astronaut 
James Irwin by Paul Stevens, executive di
rector of the Radio and Television Com
mission of the SBC.

gelism Conference for junior and senior 
high, college, and career students from the 
state of Tennessee.

According to F. M. Dowell, secretary of 
the State Evangelism Department, which 
sponsors the conference, pre-registration is 
already nearing the 15,000 mark. The con
ference drew over 12,000 participants last 
year.

Meetings are scheduled to begin Friday 
night at 7:00 in Memorial Gymnasium on 
the campus and continue through Saturday 
afternoon. Personal Witnessing Conferences 
will be held Saturday morning at 10:00 at 
five Nashville churches, the Baptist Sunday 
School Board, and Belmont college. Led by 
pastors, staff members, and young people, 
the conferences are intended to teach and 
train youth on how to witness effectively.

Barry St. Clair, associate, Division of 
Evangelism, Home Mission Board, will lead 
the Saturday afternoon session. Arthur Bles
sitt, minister of Sunset Strip, Hollywood, 
Calif., and Richard Hogue, Houston-based 
youth evangelist, will be the featured 
speakers during the meetings. Appearing 
with Hogue will be the “SPIRENOS,” 
(Spiritual Revolution Now) singing group.

Over 100 young people from the state 
will comprise a youth choir and various stu
dents will give personal testimonies.

Dowell stated that Tennessee and Texas 
are the only states which have a separate 
youth evangelism conference.

About the Cover:
Cameras invaded the antiseptic atmo

sphere of the operating room to record 
scenes for “Organ Transplantation: A Prac
tical, Ethical Human Question,” an example 
of the stimulating half-hour programs to be 
presented in “The Human Dimension.” A 
production of the Southern Baptists’ Radio 
and Television Commission, “The Human 
Dimension” consists of both documentaries 
and dramatic episodes, all dealing in depth 
with contemporary issues.

William M. Pinson Jr., right and Clyde 
Fant Jr., both associate professors at South
western seminary, Fort Worth, have com
pleted work on the 13-volume collection of 
20 Centuries of Great Preaching. The books, 
containing 411 sermons, range from Roman 
Catholic to Protestant and include the works 
of Augustine, Francis, Luther, Calvin, 
Truett, Peale, Marshall, and others.

Loan For State Seminary 
Students Available, Stewart

Jonas Stewart, executive secretary of the 
Tennessee Baptist Foundation, Brentwood, 
has announced that the state Baptist Foun
dation has loan funds available for Tennes
see Baptist students attending a seminary or 
graduate school in preparation for service 
in church or denominational programs re
lated to the Southern Baptist Convention.

These loans bear no interest until the 
student is out of school, according to 
Stewart. Repayment of the loan would be
gin when the student is no longer in full- 
time school attendance, and the interest rate 
would be computed at 4 per cent annum 
only on any unpaid balance after each pay
ment is made. Monthly payments might 
be spread out for up to five years.

Security required for obtaining a loan is 
that two responsible residents of Tennessee 
sign a note with the student. The student 
must also have been a member of a Tennes
see Baptist church before entering school.

Further information may be obtained 
from the Tennessee Baptist Foundation, Ex
ecutive Secretary-Treasurer, P.O. Box 647, 
Brentwood, Tennessee, 37027.

Plans for churches in the Southern Baptist 
Convention include acknowledgement of 
significant contributions made by men of 
individual churches; informing church mem
bers of present and future mission-related 
activities for men; and challenging and en
listing men to become active in their 
church’s mission. The 1972 theme , based on 
the convention’s theme, is “Living Expect
antly, Sharing Creatively.”

Special events in Tennessee will include 
men’s choral groups, individual testimonies 
on witnessing, fellowship breakfasts, leader
ship in worship services, and study groups 
on witnessing.

“Nearly every association in the state is 
participating,” Gilleland indicated. “We 
want our pastors to lead out, and we want 
every man in the church to become a part 
of this emphasis,” he concluded.

Seven Tennesseans have received degrees from New Orleans seminary during recent 
commencement exercises. Robert W. Lewis, Knoxville, received the master of church 
music degree. Robert G. Lee and James F. Moore, both of Memphis, received master of 
theology degrees, and Bill Ellis, Memphis, was awarded the doctorate of theology. Lewis 
Sewell, Newbern, received the doctor of theology degree also. In the schools* honor pro
gram, Herman Adcock, Nashville, was awarded the master of theology. Not picture is 
R, L, Gentry, Cleveland, who was awarded a diploma in theology degree
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Church And State Conference Slated For Boston
WASHINGTON, D.C.—The 24th Na

tional Conference on Church and State, 
meeting in Boston February 7-8, will fea
ture addresses by Senator Sam J. Ervin Jr. 
of North Carolina, Michael Bourdeaux of 
London, head of the Centre for the Study 
of Religion and Communism, and Philip 
Watson of Los Angeles, president of the 
International Association of Assessing Of
ficers.

Senator Ervin will speak on “The First 
Amendment Under Fire.” Bourdeaux will 
speak on “Religious Persecution in the 
Soviet Union Today,” and Watson will dis
cuss the topic, “The Growing Problem 
of Tax Exemptions.”

The conference will also hear a report 
from Martin A. Larson, research specialist 
for Americans United Research Founda
tion, who recently surveyed Catholic 
school closings in 16 communities. Larson 
will describe the effects of the closings on 
the community’s educational program.

C. Stanley Lowell, editor of Church & 
State, who has just completed visits to 
Vietnam, Australia, New Zealand and the 
Philippines, will speak on the conference 
theme “Church-State Relations—A Global 
Problem.” Lowell is author or co-author 
of five books dealing with church-state rela
tions.

Edd Doerr, director of educational rela
tions for Americans United, will discuss 
“The Voucher Plan—Blueprint for Dis
aster”; Melvin Adams, member of the 
Religious Liberty Department of the

Baptist Board Citation Given 
Miss Annie Ward Byrd

NASHVILLE—Miss Annie Ward Byrd, 
who will retire in January as editorial co
ordinator for the Church Services and Ma
terials Division of the Southern Baptist 
Sunday School Board, has been cited for 
her proficiency and tenure at the board.

The first recipient of such an award, Miss 
Byrd was presented a certificate by Execu
tive Secretary-Treasurer James L. Sullivan.

As senior editorial coordinator she main
tains editorial scheduling of all the board’s 
periodicals and Convention Press manu
scripts. This includes at least 110 periodical 
publications and some 200 undated materials 
for use in Southern Baptist church educa
tional programs.

Among the factors qualifying Miss Byrd 
for citation were her 31 years of service to 
the board, individual work far exceeding 
satisfactory performance level, her service 
to First Baptist church, Nashville, and her 
development of methods which have im
proved job results.

Miss Byrd came to the Sunday School 
Board as assistant editor of Intermediate 
Sunday School lesson material in 1940 and 
in 1949 became editor of that work. She 
assumed her duties in 1961. (BP)

Seventh-day Adventist Church, will speak 
on “Religious Liberty Problems of Minori
ties.”

James Luther Adams of Harvard Divin
ity School and Andover-Newton Theolog
ical School, has the topic, “The Voluntary 
Principle—Genius of America.”

E. Mallary Binns, public relations direc
tor of Americans United, will report on 
“The Government Prayer Amendment.” 
There will also be panel and periods of 
group discussion.

The Americans United annual religious 
liberty citations will be awarded to Augusta 
Finkelstein of Woonsocket, Rhode Island, 
and J. Edwin Hewlett of St. Louis, Mis
souri. The citations are awarded “for dis
tinguished service to the cause of religious 
liberty and the separation of church and 
state.” (C/SNS)

Bible Nuggets For Daily Walk

'TRAIN UP A CHILD'
By T. B. Maston

“Train up a child in the way he 
should go, and when he is old he 
will not depart from it”

(Prov. 22:6, RSV).
There are at least two ways in which this 

great promise is frequently misinterpreted.
Some suggest that if the child is trained 

properly he may drift away from his early 
training but when he is old he will return 
to his childhood instruction. That is a 
great promise. TherVhave been many men 
and women who have returned in later 
years to the teachings of their childhood.

But there is a greater promise. It is the 
assurance that even when one is old he 
will not depart from his early training. 
Maturing sons and daughters do not have 
to drift away and sow their wild oats. They 
need never depart from the training they 
received in their own homes when they 
were children.

Unfortunately, some parents seem to 
think that the verse simply means “teach 
or tell the child.” No, it says, “Train up.” 
Training involves teaching but it involves 
much more.

It is doubtful if parents can train up a 
child in the way he should go without walk
ing in that way themselves.

You have heard the story of a farmer 
who was walking to the barn from his 
house early one morning. It had snowed 
the night before. He heard something be
hind him and turned and saw his five-year- 
old son following him. He asked his son 
what he was doing. The boy, stretching his 
short legs as far as he could, replied, “I 
am stepping in your footprints.”

Fathers, where would your footprints 
take that son of yours? Mothers, where 
would your steps lead your daughter?

Greater Worry Over Smoking 
Than Drinking Poll Shows

TORONTO—“The United Church Ob
server”, national publication of the United 
Church of Canada, in polling 1400 lay 
leaders and 300 ministers on the dangers 
of smoking and drinking, found most of 
them were more worried about smoking.

Traditionally, the UCC has been anti
liquor in its policies, particularly when 
the former General Council moderator and 
board of evangelism and social service sec
retary, Dr. James R. Mutchmor, was in 
office.

“The Observer” has received replies from 
about 43 per cent of those polled so far. 
Only 37 per cent of the ministers and 27 
per cent of the laymen who replied still 
adhere to the old policy of total abstinence 
from alcohol.

Eighty-one per cent of those under 30 
found drinking “quite acceptable,” or “all 
right in moderation.”

But only 15 per cent favored smoking, 
while 58 per cent considered it either fool
ish or unwise,” or “a sin.”

The Rev. W. Clarke MacDonald, secre
tary of the board of evangelism and social 
service, said he was disappointed by the 
trend. “It’s true that people’s lives are 
shortened by smoking,” he said. “But smok
ing doesn’t cause mammoth pileups on the 
highways, or broken homes, or murders. 
Drinking does.”

About 6 per cent of the ministers, but 
virtually no laymen, said they had experi
mented with marijuana. (RNS)

Disciples1 Youth Seminars 
To Cover World Affairs

INDIANAPOLIS—Eight seminars on in
ternational affairs, including a national sem
inar here in April, will be offered during 
1972 by the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) to young people who have com
pleted the 10th grade.

Those attending the seminars will study 
the daily operations of the United Nations 
and the U.S. government, gain information 
on national and international issues, and 
discuss the responsibility of the Christian 
in today’s world.

Ellen Annala, of Indianapolis, director of 
the national seminar and a member of the 
youth ministry team, said the national semi
nar, April 19-26, will focus on the “Chris
tian as a citizen of the world.” (RNS)

New French Testament
The launching of the Fran^ais Courant 

Testament in France went well, with more 
than 20,000 copies being sold in the first 
six weeks, reports the United Bible So
cieties from its headquarters in London.

One hundred thousand copies were 
printed in the first edition for Europe. An 
equal number were printed in another edi
tion for French-speaking areas overseas. 
And plans are underway for a third edi
tion of 100,000 copies for Europe. (EBPS)
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'Becoming' Controversy Voted Top Baptist News Story Of '71
NASHVILLE—A controversy which 

erupted after Southern Baptist Sunday 
School Board officials decided to withhold 
and revise a church training quarterly be
cause of its racial content was voted the 
top news story of the year concerning 
Southern Baptists by most editors of 32 
Baptist state papers across the country.

The top 10 news stories of the year con
cerning Baptists were selected by the editors 
in a poll conducted by Baptist Press, the 
news service of the Southern Baptist Con
vention.

In a point system ranking stories in or
der, one through 10, the editors gave 248 
votes to the controversy surrounding the 
decision by Sunday School Board officials 
to withhold and revise “Becoming”, a church 
training quarterly for teenagers, because 
they felt misunderstandings would result 
from its racial content.

In reaction to the decision, board 
officials said they received the most 
mail response in the shortest time pe
riod, state Baptist state conventions 
adopted resolutions expressing varying 
degrees of displeasure over the deci
sion, the editor of the publication re
signed in the wake of the decision by 
his superiors, and board officials issued 
statements blaming the press with dis
torting the issue.
Fifty points separated the number one 

story from the number two story of the 
year. Others ranked by the editors were:

2. Non-denominational prayer amend
ment defeated in Congress by close vote; 
Baptist leaders oppose prayer amendment; 
SBC adopts resolution opposing amendment. 
(198 points)

3. The Jesus Movement involves Baptists; 
raised question on how church will respond; 
numerous Baptist churches report youth-led 
revivals with record responses. (186 
points)

4. Broadman Bible Commentary contro
versy continues in SBC; Sunday School 
Board votes to ask original writers to revise 
materials; SBC in St. Louis requests board 
to obtain a new writer; Clyde Francisco 
agrees to accept assignment. (160 points)

5. Baptists express concern on racial 
reconciliation; W. A. Criswell calls rejec
tion of Negroes “manifest hypocrisy”; 
South Carolina church fires pastor in racial 
disagreement; 13 state conventions deal 
with race question; SBC Christian Life 
Commission urges open door racial prac
tices. (89 points)

6. Six state conventions debate “messen
ger” requirements including church affilia
tion with association, alien immersion, bap
tism and open communion practices of some 
churches. (88 points)

7. U. S. Supreme Court prohibits paro
chial school aid but permits some aid to 
colleges and universities; President Nixon 
pledges efforts to work for tax aid for paro

chial schools; President’s panel on private 
education asks for aid; OEO voucher aid 
experiments continue; several state Baptist 
Conventions oppose such aid. (87 points)

8. Statistical projections indicate 1971 is 
second highest year in SBC baptisms; Hous
ton church baptizes more than 1600 for 
new record; numerous churches, several 
state conventions report record responses 
in revivals and baptisms. (80 points)

9. Baptist-Catholic interaction steps up; 
dialogue in Daytona Beach involves local 
leaders for first time; W. A. Criswell visits 
pope, urges love toward Catholics; Synod 
of Bishops in Rome reveals Baptists, Cath
olics face similar human frailties; Catholic 
nun named fellow at Baptist seminary. (71 
points)

10. Youth involvement in SBC increases; 
several state conventions, SBC agencies ap
point student participants on boards; stu
dents make inspirational presentation at 
SBC in St. Louis; White House Conference 
on Youth has implications for Baptists. (69 
points)

The balloting included returns from
32 of 39 editors of Baptist state papers 
and bureaus of Baptist Press. The 
news service has bureaus in five offices, 
plus two national staff members.
While 50 points separated the number 

one story from all others, the margin nar
rowed to only one vote separating the fifth 
and sixth stories and two votes difference 
between the ninth and tenth stories.

No criteria were given the editors. Each 
voted on his own judgment of what he 
considered “the most newsworthy develop
ments concerning Southern Baptists during 
1971.” (BP)

SBC Missionaries In Dacca 
Chose To Stay During War

BANGKOK, Thailand—According to 
letters delivered here by evacuees from 
East Pakistan, the Southern Baptist mission
aries in Dacca declined to be evacuated in 
order to be near the Bengali Christians dur
ing the recent siege of the city by Indian 
forces.

Missionary J. Howard Teel wrote that, 
although they were unable to be of much 
direct assistance to the Bengalis, their pres
ence served as a symbolic witness.

Letters brought out by evacuees said that 
Teel and Dr. John D. Freeman, a physician 
regularly stationed here, were staying in 
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Troy C. Ben
nett.

Freeman was caught by the outbreak 
of warfare while visiting in Dacca and 
was unable to leave. He registered with the 
Red Cross as a standby physician.

The James E. McKinleys and Thomas E. 
Thurmans were staying together in a guest 
house adjoining the Bennett residence,

W. F. Albright Library 
Goes to Southern Seminary

LOUISVILLE—The personal library of 
the late William F. Albright, a noted Bibli
cal archaeologist and professor at Johns 
Hopkins university, has been added to the 
library of Southern Baptist Theological sem
inary.

Described as one of the best private 
Near Eastern collections anywhere, the li
brary contains basic books on languages, 
literature and archaeology of the Middle 
East.

There are more than 5000 volumes in the 
collection, including about 900 volumes of 
periodicals. Also in the library are more 
than 6000 reprints of articles on all sub
jects pertaining to the Middle East from 
1920 through 1970.

The seminary purchased the private col
lection from Albright in 1960, but under 
a special agreement he kept the library until 
his death in September 1971.

Albright was known for his work with 
ancient languages and archaeological exca
vations, and as a teacher of many prominent 
Biblical scholars.

A prolific writer, Albright wrote more 
than 800 articles, pamphlets, and books. 
Since 1956 he served as senior editor of 
the “Anchor Bible,” and co-authored the 
series’ commentary on the “Gospel Accord
ing to Matthew.” All of these works are 
included in the collection at Southern.

Albright was probably best known pub
licly for his involvement in verifying the 
authenticity of the Dead Sea Scrolls. He 
was the first expert outside Israel to call the 
scrolls genuine.

Instrumental in securing the private li
brary for Southern seminary were Professors 
E. Jerry Vardaman and Joseph A. Calla
way in the department of Biblical archaeol
ogy. Callaway supervised the moving of the 
collection from Baltimore to Louisville.

About the addition to the seminary li
brary, Callaway said, “It will strengthen our 
library resources for both graduate and un
dergraduate research because there are ma
terials here that Southern seminary would 
never have obtained otherwise.” (BP) 

located about a half mile from the Red 
Cross neutral zone around the Intercon
tinental Hotel.

Mrs. Teel, here with her children, re
ceived minutes of a missionary committee 
meeting held under a table at the Bennetts’ 
home.

The letters confirmed that the missionary 
families were safe and well on the morning 
of the cease-fire between India and Paki
stan.

The Bennetts’ daughter, Becky, is a stu
dent at the International School here, and 
their son, Steve, is enrolled at Mars Hill 
college in North Carolina. (BP)
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TewesseeNe^sBriefs
Ira C. Cole, Memphis, has retired from 

the active pastorate after 51 years of preach
ing. He served Shelby County churches for 
33 years in the Raleigh church, White Haven 
church, Highland Heights church, and 
Broadmoor church, from which he retired. 
He was pastor at First church, Martin, 
also. Cole was in full-time evangelism for 
two years, and conducted revivals in 28 
states. He served on the Executive Board 
of the Tennessee Baptist Convention, was 
vice-president of the convention, and presi
dent of the state Sunday School convention.

Dan Stancil, Memphis, was elected pres
ident of the Baptist Student Union Council 
at Tennessee Tech university, Cookeville. 
The freshman council was established to 
serve in outreach to freshmen students en
tering Tennessee Tech during 1972. Other 
officers elected included vice-president Mar
tha Morgan, Goodlettsville; vice-president 
Robert Franklin, Gallatin; and secretary 
Jean White, Springfield. David Mee, Nash
ville, serves as upper classman advisor for 
the council. Morgan Wallace, Buffalo Val
ley, Tech graduate and former BSU presi
dent, is also working with the 18 students 
on the council.

Junior Wilburn was ordained as a deacon 
at Lynnville church, Lynnville. The church 
is without a pastor at the present time.

Baptist Memorial Hospital, Memphis, has 
opened an intensive care unit for the new
born, the hospital’s nursery section. It is the 
first unit of its type located in a private 
hospital in the city. According to hospital 
officials, the need for the facility is evi
denced by the fact that 50 per cent of all 
pediatric deaths occur during the neonatal 
period, (during the first two months of life). 
The nursing staffing pattern in the unit will 
approximate that of the hospital’s coronary 
and medical-surgical intensive care units.

First church, South Pittsburg, licensed 
Milon R. Eakin to the gospel ministry re
cently. Norman Baker is pastor.

Brainerd Hills church, Hamilton County 
Association, celebrated the tenth anniversary 
of the pastor, Marshall Vaughn. Members 
broke ground for their new sanctuary last 
month.

Dr. Alvin J. Ingram, orthopedic surgeon 
at Baptist Memorial Hospital, Memphis, has 
been elected president of the medical staff 
of the hospital. He will serve in this capacity 
on the executive committee of the medical 
staff during 1972 and will assume duties 
as president of the staff in 1973. Ingram is 
presently Chief of Staff of Campbell Clinic.

James Green and Ray Hobbs were or
dained as deacons at the Hurricane church, 
Wilson county Association. W. F. Oakley 
is pastor.

In the Holston Association, First church, 
Erwin, ordained L. D. Mullins as a deacon. 
His brother, Kelver Mullins, pastor, Cherry 
Grove church, brought the message. Melvin 
Faulkner is pastor of First. The An
tioch church, ordained Jerry Davis, and 
Ken Malone as deacons. Phil Gass is pastor. 
Pastor and Mrs. Wiley Rutledge, North 
Johnson City, are the parents of a new son, 
Jeffrey Steven.

Mrs. Milo Thompson was honored recent
ly at the Mountain Creek church, Hamilton 
County, for her 45 years of service as 
church clerk. The pastor is J. R. Akin.

A six-year history and over 14,000 hours 
of service have been marked by the Nash
ville Baptist Hospital Volunteer Service staff. 
Special ceremonies were held at the hospital 
which included the election of the 1971-72 
officers. Mrs. M. L. Martin was elected 
president; Mrs. J. P. Crowe, first vice- 
president; Mrs. Ernest B. Holt, secretary; 
and Mrs. Leon Mitchell, treasurer. Mrs. Pat 
Metke, retiring president, welcomed the 
group and presided over the business ses
sion.

Rev. and Mrs. Charles M. Sharits, pastor 
of Glenwood church, Powell, were honored 
at a reception recently at the church. The 
members presented a chest and sterling 
silver to their pastor and his wife on the 
occasion of their 25th wedding anniversary.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES
Ray Sadler, associate pastor at Park Ave

nue church, Nashville, has resigned to en
ter the field of full-time evangelism. He has 
served in the position for two years and 
was instrumental in beginning the bus min
istry of the church.

James Owens has begun his ministry as 
pastor at First church, Alexandria. He was 
the pastor at East Commerce church, Lew
isburg. At the Barton’s Creek church, John 
Evans has resigned as pastor, and Fred 
James is serving as interim pastor.

Charles Noss has resigned as pastor of 
First church, Lake City, Clinton Association, 
to become pastor of First church, Orchard 
Park, N. Y. Noss is a graduate of Southern 
Baptist Theological seminary, Louisville, 
Ky. _____

Three new pastors called to churches in 
Hamilton County Association include B. 
Carter Elmore to the Concord church, Billy 
Ellison to the Falling Water church, and 
James Dixon to Kings Point. S. W. Free- 
ney has resigned as pastor of the Temple 
church, and Terry Howell has been called 
to serve as youth director and bus pastor of 
the Woodland Park church where Larry 
Draper is pastor.

Missionaries Working In 
Eight Cities Of Vietnam

Southern Baptist missionaries are now 
working in eight Vietnamese cities since 
the Robert C. Davis family returned from 
furlough and moved to Hue. This city of 
about 137,000 people lies 700 miles north 
of Saigon and 50 miles south of the De
militarized zone.

The Davises requested as long as six 
years ago to be assigned to Hue, missionary 
Rondal D. Merrell reported. The Vietnam 
Baptist Mission had p’aced that city high 
on its priority list. However, the combina
tion of security factors and shortage of mis
sionary personnel thrust Davis into the role 
of mission treasurer in Saigon.

Hue, often regarded as the cultural capi
tal of Vietnam, was for centuries the home 
of Vietnam’s kings. It is the site of the royal 
palace and other landmarks treasured by 
historians, and is the home of the University 
of Hue.

The city has sometimes been a battle
ground between the Viet Cong and opposing 
U.S. and South Vietnamese troops. Thou
sands of soldiers and civilians died there 
during bitter fighting in February 1968.

Southern Baptists now have missionaries 
in the cities of Hue, Danang, Quinhon, 
Nhatrang, Camranh, Dalat, Saigon and 
Cantho. Although no missionary resides in 
Quang Ngai, two groups of new Christians 
have begun meeting there, assisted by mis
sionaries Lewis I. Myers of Danang and 
Robert R. Compher of Quinhon.

New Books
Miracles in My Life by Rex Humbard, 

Fleming H. Revell Company, 125 pp., 
$3.95. Rex Humbard’s own story.

“Appalachian Leaves” by Oscar Lee Rives, 
51 pp. Compiled and distributed by the 
author at Jefferson City, Tennessee. A re
tired professor of Carson-Newman college, 
it represents his writings over a period of 
fifty years and includes some sermon out
lines, chapel talks and poems. This first 
booklet has been designated “Spring.” Oth
ers that may follow will be called “Summer” 
and “Autumn.”

How To Follow Jesus by Herschel H. 
Hobbs, Broadman Press, 142 pp., $4.50. 
The challenge of Hebrews for Christian life 
and witness today.

The Beech Springs church, Weakley 
County Association, has called Fred Mor
ris as pastor. He served as pastor in 
Milan.

In the Chilhowee Association, G. Leonard 
Law has resigned as pastor of the Mount 
Zion church, and the Forest Hill church has 
called Ben West as pastor. West comes to 
the Chilhowee Association from Clinton.

Willis Henson, pastor of First church, 
Huntingdon, has resigned to accept a similar 
position at the Lone Oak church in Padu
cah, Ky.
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Sunday School Lesson for Sunday, January 16, 1972

COUNTING THE COST
By W. R. White

Baylor University, Waco, Texas

Basic Passage: Luke 14:1-35
Focal Passages: Luke 14:16-20, 25-33

Too often we take lightly serious objec
tives. Sometimes people think that they are 
counting the cost when they are not.

White

How full and zealous 
do we want our disciple
ship to Jesus to be? He 
wants us to leave all and 
follow Him. All totalitar
ian causes require the 
same. Total discipleship 
to absolute ideologies 
means slavery to the in
dividual.

Christ’s kingdom is 
absolute but its Lordship 
is full of love and wis
dom. Total discipleship 

to Christ is liberating and fulfilling to the 
individual. The frailties, imperfections, lim
itations and selfishness of human masters is 
not present. One is our master, even Christ. 
What air is to the eagle, water is to the fish, 
ground is to the hare and the tree is to the 
squirrel, Christ is to the disciple. He is our 
natural sphere for our highest personal 
realization. If the Son make you free, ye 
shall be free indeed.

However, full discipleship to Christ 
means no other conflicting allegiance, no
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other prior obligation. All legitimate duties 
are included in our devotion to Him.
Christ’s Call Should Have Priority Always 
Luke 14:16

Jesus tells about a man who prepared a 
great supper and invited many. Both the 
generous host and his vast expensive outlay 
for the occasion were treatedly lightly. In 
fact, the excuses offered were an insult.

One man made the ridiculous excuse that 
he had purchased a piece of real estate and 
wanted to look it over to see what kind of 
deal he had made. He should not have made 
such a deal anyway before investigating 
first. In the second place, going to his 
friend’s home for a lovely feast and fellow
ship in the evening would not jeopardize 
anything.

Another man made the dumb excuse that 
he had bought a yoke of oxen and had to 
go and prove them. In the very face of it, 
his pretended reason for declining was 
absurd.

The third man had recently married. 
What better place to take a young bride 
for a delightful evening. He was even blunt 
in declining to come.

These excuses all sound very flimsy but 
not any more so than the excuses for re
jection of the call of Jesus to the great ad
venture of discipleship with Him that is 
offered today by otherwise sensible people.

Even if some of the excuses made had 
some merit to them, are they of such value 
as to outweigh the satisfying worth of dis
cipleship? Furthermore, anything really sig
nificant, that requires a choice, will cost.
The Price Mark of Discipleship Is A Cross 
Luke 25:14-26

Jesus never offered men who are called

Flow Of Jews From USSR
Increasing, Israel Says

JERUSALEM—The flow of Jews from 
the Soviet Union to Israel is now so great 
that El Al airlines plans to use Boeing 747s 
to transport the growing number of immi
grants from Vienna to Israel. This develop
ment was announced in an Israeli Radio 
report. Vienna is the major stopover for 
emigrant Soviet Jews.

The report said that total Jewish im
migration in Israel during 1972 is expected 
to exceed the earlier anticipated 45,000 by 
some 20,000. The immigrants will be 
mainly from the USSR, the radio report 
said. (RNS)

to discipleship an easy, rosy path. In fact, 
His terms are frightening to soft, timid 
souls. If any relationship requires priority 
over fealty to Him, such an interposition is 
to be hated—if it be parents, friends or 
anyone dear to us. Jesus used the strong, 
oriental form of bluntly naming those that 
might interpose.

Discipleship simply means forsaking all, 
taking up our cross and following our Lord. 
Yes, a complete denial, even of self, is in
volved.

He used the illustration of a man begin
ning an ambitious building program without 
figuring out the full possible cost. An un
finished structure becomes a painful em
barrassment to the builder and his friends.

A commander who goes to war or a bat
tle without knowing his own resources and 
that of his enemy is courting disgraceful 
disaster. Many modern examples could be 
cited.

Half-hearted, superficial discipleship is the 
curse of Christianity today.

Let us remember that even though real 
discipleship of Christ is hard, exacting and 
costly, yet it is full worth all it cost and 
much more. Besides, cheap discipleship is 
the costliest in the long run. Besides we do 
not have to meet the cost of valid disciple
ship with our own resources or strength 
alone.
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Liberia Inaugurates Baptist 
Minister As New President

MONROVIA, Liberia—William R. Tol
bert, an ordained Baptist minister and 
former president of the Baptist World Al
liance, was inaugurated formally as the 
president of the Republic of Liberia.

The new president included in his hour- 
long inaugural address a prayer that the 
nation would be led “forever onward and 
upward.” After the prayer, he prostrated 
himself for 15 seconds on the bright red 
carpet as a gesture of reverence.

He promised his countrymen a program 
of social improvement, self-discipline in 
government spending, and a new role for 
youth.

Tolbert, 58, became president on the 
death of President William V. S. Tubman in 
July 1971. For 19 years prior to that, Tol
bert had been vice president of the country.

After his first five months in office, Tol
bert was praised by much of the world press 
for initiating reforms to help the masses of 
Liberia’s population and to rid the govern
ment of corruption.

An Associated Press report by Larry

Heinzerling from Monrovia said Tolbert’s 
inauguration “promises a radical break from 
Liberia’s autocratic past,” and observed that 
the Baptist minister has “used the presiden
tial pulpit to reshape the destiny of Liberia’s 
1.6 million people with political finesse and 
action.”

Tolbert has fired two of the “most 
hated officers” in the “once vigilant 
secret police” which has “disappeared 
from view,” according to the AP ac
count. He also has dismissed a cabinet 
undersecretary for “corruption” and 
abolished a forced patronage system 
requiring all government employees to 
donate one month’s salary a year to the 
True Whig political party.
Seeking grass roots support, Tolbert re

cently tramped through ankle-deep mud 
to inspect living conditions in one of Mon
rovia’s worst slums. He spent the night 
there because as he told residents, “I want 
you to know that I identify myself with 
you,” according to the AP account.

Tolbert was president of the Baptist 
World Alliance from 1965-70, and vice 
president of the alliance from 1960-65. He 
also has been pastor of two Baptist churches 
in Liberia, the Zion Praise congregation at

Bensonville and the Mount Sinai Church in 
the Todee district. In addition, he was elect
ed president of the Liberian Baptist Mission
ary and Education Convention in 1958, and 
still held the post when he became Liberia’s 
president last July.

During his inauguration, the cere
monies began with a Sunday afternoon 
worship service at the historic Prov
idence Baptist Church, established in 
1821 by freed American slaves from 
South Carolina as they founded the new 
nation of Liberia.
Evangelist Billy Graham, also a Southern 

Baptist and a close personal friend of Tol
bert’s, led a service of thanksgiving and 
prayer at the church, saying Liberia may 
never become a military or economic super 
power, but praying that under its new lead
er, Liberia would become “a spiritual 
super power that will show nations of the 
world the way to peace and prosperity 
through the transformation of the human 
heart.”

In addition to Graham, several Southern 
Baptist missionaries to Liberia, a Baptist pas
tor from New Orleans, and the secretary for 
Africa of the Southern Baptist Foreign Mis
sion Board attended the inauguration. (BP)
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LETTERS to the EDITOR
To The Editor:
Re: “The School of the Prophets”

The School of the Prophets has announced its. 
opening in 1972. Prayer, money, and students are 
being solicited. This announcement came by way 
of a mailout over the name of B. Gray Allison 
and by the Baptist And Reflector. Is there any 
way to discuss this development without discussing 
the founder and his motives? I hope so and be
lieve so. I have known Dr. Allison for more than 
twenty years and have no intention to deal with 
his character and motives. He scores high on both 
of these. As a Christian, a man, and a Baptist, he 
is acting within his rights. Some appropriate ques
tions, however, need to be asked.

What is presupposed in Dr. Allison’s statement: 
“1 have sensed a special need”? This statement 
says negatively that the six Southern Baptist Semi
naries are not meeting this “special need.” “You 
can get a good theological education in any one 
of our seminaries” is followed by, “However, I 
have a deep-seated feeling that there is a need 
for another seminary which is through and through 
conservative.” This implies our seminaries are not 
conservative “through and through” and that it is 
desirable to have such a seminary. Dr. Allison’s 
conservatism is characterized by “verbal inspira
tion” and “evangelism.”

It seems unwise to found a seminary on a non- 
biblical premise. The Bible has no theory of in
spiration. “Verbal inspiration” is a tenet about the 
Bible, not a tenet of the Bible. It seems far more 
sound to begin with what the Bible affirms about 
Jesus Christ rather than what Dr. Allison affirms 
about the Bible. His position places more empha
sis on how we got the Bible than on what it teaches. 
I suggest as a founding principle the following 
confessions of faith:

One, “God raised him from the dead.”
Two, “Jesus is Lord.”
If the founder allows only evangelists, or as he

mbaua mance
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calls them, “soul-winners,” to be professors, there 
will be no room for God’s diversity of gifts, which 
the Bible encourages: “But unto every one of us 
is given grace according to the measure of the 
gift of Christ. . . . And he gave some, apostles; 
and some, prophets; and some evangelists; and 
some, pastors and teachers” (Eph. 4:7, 11). The 
“school of the prophets” is a misnomer, because it 
is to be the school of the evangelists. A school 
that intentionally narrows its function to less than 
clear biblical teaching, while requiring belief in 
“verbal inspiration,” justifiably raises questions in 
my mind.

The founder must believe some Southern Baptist 
churches would be better served by men educated 
in his school. Assuming churches and Baptist life 
need reform, is this traditional Baptist procedure? 
The Southern Baptist Convention and some state 
conventions, if not all, have discouraged their own 
institutions from direct solicitation of funds from 
churches. I do not view Dr. Allison’s method to 
be sinful or evil. I say it is a method Baptists 
have chosen not to follow. This may be an excep
tion that is justifiable. My question is: Is this 
a justifiable exception?

Is this not a revival of the type of “fundamen
talism” rejected by Dr. George W. Truett, Louie 
D. Newton, and the Southern Baptist Convention? 
I was in St. Louis in the late 1940’s when Dr. 
Louie Newton was mercilessly and unjustifiably 
harassed by the lieutenants of the greatest Bap
tist schismatic of this century. I do not compare 
to the two men, but the movements have some 
similarities that make me uneasy. Southern Bap
tists hase consistently rejected “fundamentalism” as 
a theological stance or requirement for ministry.

Should “The School of the Prophets” be success
ful, several results will follow:

One, money will be siphoned from churches that 
would be channeled into Southern Baptist pro
grams. Southern Baptists may need to review their 
use of their resources, but is this the route they 
wish to follow?

Two, graduates of “The School of the Prophets” 
will be fed in to cooperating Southern Baptist 
churches. The founder of the school intends 
for its graduates to do something in the churches 
the graduates of other seminaries are not doing. 
I cannot see this as unifying or contributing to 
the fellowship of Southern Baptists. Frankly, I 
view this as divisive. I see unhappy pastors, with 
unhappy churches, unhappily related to Southern 
Baptists.

Lewis E. Rhodes
815 Broadway, N.E. 
Knoxville, Tennessee

To the Editor:
I am writing to you as editor-manager of our 

“Baptist And Reflector” and for no personal 
cause.

I will briefly introduce myself. ... I became 
a Christian 6 years ago. I am divorced (18 mos. 
ago), am the mother of five children, one is 
with Christ, four are with me. Ages 2 to 9 years 
old. I am 31 years old.

I moved here to this state and community 13 
mos. ago. This is where I was saved and held 
the most wonderful blessings, I have no family 
here.

We have a wonderful pastor (Bro. . . .) he and 
his family have been a God-sent blessing to me. 
I guess the following paragraphs will be the pur
pose of this letter.

No one from the church, except our pastor and 
wife have ever visited. Many have told me what 
a blessing it is to see my children and me in all 
of the services, but many times with sicknesses, 
problems, loneliness, etc., I have prayed so much 
for just one telephone call or visit, that never 
came. We have all had many Sunday School les
sons and have heard many messages from the 
pulpit on this subject, so it’s not a sin of igno
rance, but one of omission, what will it take to 
alert Christians to this need? I am sure that there 
are other divorcees and widows in my same sit
uation.

I enrolled my son in Cub Scouts in Sept. The 
last 3 den meetings have been on Wednesday 
nights, the same hour as prayer meetings, so point
less to say, he had to give up the scouts. Our 
church doesn’t have the RA program (our pas
tor has made several suggestions) the WMU meets 
in Circle meetings in individual homes and me 
without a baby sitter cannot attend. And please 
do not get a wrong impression. The people in 
the church are very nice and friendly, and the 
only church with RA and WMU in Church 
is 8 miles away, and with 4 children in bad 
weather we would not be able to maintain reg
ular attendance. So just how much are the church
es failing in the Commission and work of our 
Saviour Christ Jesus? How much spiritually are 
parents like me failing their children, by keeping 
them in churches that don’t meet the needs? Please 
pray about the situation.

Yours in Christ, 
(Name Withheld)

To the Editor:
I read with interest the church telethon raising 

money for missions of Houston, Texas. My first 
impression was very good because I am mission 
minded. Having made a trip to Mexico a few 
years back and saw the buildings that Lottie 
Moon offerings purchased.

I am thinking this is fine for we as Baptists, 
if we can be the only ones who will participate 
but we cannot complain if the Catholics, Meth
odists or any other church decides to try the 
same. We may not think it is good for them to 
hire a prompter and purchase television time and 
ask us to contribute to their causes.

I am afraid we may be making a mistake to go 
outside of our own membership and beg for 
money. We Baptists have never gone in for raising 
money on the outside.

I do not mean to be critical but I am just 
concerned. We may be sorry if we start something 
we cannot stop.

Sincerely,
N. M. Krutsinger,
Murfreesboro, Tennessee 37130

CHURCH
BUILDINGS

or Phone Toll-Free 
1-800-241-3166

FIRST MORTGAGE CHURCH BONDS
Registered as to principal and interest 

Interest payable semi-annually

Write CHURCH SECURITIES, INC.
(Formerly Church Investors)

4095 Clairmont Road Atlanta, Ga. 30341

FINANCED
WRITE

P. O. BOX 15292 
NASHVILLE, TENN. 37215

COOPERATIVE
CHURCH FINANCE, INC.
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Youth Workshop
Southern seminary, Louisville, will be the 

site for the Summer Youth Program Work
shop, May 12-14, with more than 200 dele
gates expected.

The program is sponsored by the semi
nary’s School of Religious Education and is 
geared to provide information for ministry 
with youth. The workshop is open to minis
ters of youth, summer youth directors, 
minister of education or music, pastors, and 
all interested adult lay workers with youth.

Conference leaders include William E. 
Hull, dean of the School of Theology at 
Southern; John H. Boyle, seminary chap
lain and associate professor of psychology of 
religion; Eugene Sutherland, minister of 
music at Walnut Street church in Louis
ville; Miss Elaine Dickson, instructor in 
religious education; and Leon Mitchell, 
Church Recreation Department of the Bap
tist Sunday School Board.

Information regarding the workshop may 
be obtained from William R. Cromer, as
sociate professor of religious education at 
Southern seminary.

A couple without children at home and 
one woman, all between ages 25 and 55, 
needed for houseparents. They must be 
Baptist with good Christian character and 
recommended by their pastor.

Beginning salary $300 per month each 
with full maintenance. Call or write Erba 
A. Butler, Baptist Children's Home, 6896 
Highway 70, Memphis, Tennessee 38128. 
Phone 901/386-3961.

TOUR EUROPE AND HOLY LAND
June 12-July 3, with J. Howard 
Young, a past president of Tennessee 
Baptist Convention, and currently 
serving as one of the ministers of First 
Baptist Church, Nashville, Tenn. For 
BROCHURES write him at 108 Alton 
Road, Nashville, Tenn. 37205. Phone 
(615)-356-2417.

FIBERGLASS

A/C 214 657-6524 P.O. Box 931 Henderson. Texas 75652

• STEEPLES • CROSSES
• STAINED FIBERGLASS WINDOWS 
• LIGHTED SIGNS
• BAPTISTRIES
• BAPTISTRY 

HEATERS 
Write for free 
color brochure.

734 Cherry St. • Chattanooga, TN 37402 • (615) 267-3845
706 S. Gay St. • Knoxville, TN 37902 • (615) 525-8131
24 N. Second St. • Memphis, TN 38103 • (901) 525-0267
1010 Broadway • Nashville, TN 37203 • (615) 242-5647

ST
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Conference On Student 
Work Set In Memphis

Frank Horton, Baptist Student Union di
rector at Louisiana State university, Baton 
Rouge, will be the opening speaker at a 
conference for church leaders working with 
students. The conference will be held Jan. 
31-Feb. 1 at the Baptist Student Center, 
University of Tennessee Medical Units in 
Memphis.

Horton’s opening discussion will center 
around “The New Student: a Profile.” 
Benton Williams, National Student Minis
tries, will lead in a session for workers with 
international students. He will speak on

l*O Afi Hl AM Kooks

From Sunset Strip to Wilmore, Kentucky 
The “Jesus Revolution” 
Is Happening Everywhere!

FORTY DAYS AT THE CROSS 
by ARTHUR BLESSIT
This remarkable young minister of Sunset Strip has blitzed the nation with 
revivals and red stickers. He’s led marches and cheers for Jesus. Arid he 
pushed a large wooden cross from California toWashington, D. C.This book 
consists of poems, prayers, and lyrical prose written during his forty-day 
vigil at the cross. Read it. You’ll gain new insight into this revolutionary
new expression of Christianity. paperback, $1.95

ROLLING FOR JESUS 
by David Perry
David Perry was a student at Asbury College in Wilmore, Kentucky when a 
chapel service resulted in a marathon revival. Now Perry and his wife travel 
across the country in a Winnebago motor home starting revivals and 
spreading the gospel as the Spirit directs them. Read his enthusiastic 
testimony, you’ll see why David finds the Spirit-filled life an exciting way
to live. paperback, $1.25

THE JESUS REVOLUTION: i
NEW INSPIRATION FOR EVANGELICALS
by William Cannon
Do you understand the “Jesus Revolution”? Do you realize its effect on you 
and the future of Christianity? This book gives you answers. You’ll see var
ious phases of the Revolution as it manifests itself in street ministries, 
church-related youth groups, and through the work of dynamic young evan
gelists. You’ll come to know the people of the Revolution and you’ll gain 
increased appreciation for their bold declaration of the gospel. Don’t wait! 
This book must be read now because the “Jesus Revolution" is now! $4.95

Available from Your Baptist Book Store

“The World on Our Door Step” and “Why 
Should This Challenge Us?” Doyle Baird, 
National Student Ministries, will moderate a 
symposium on “A Cooperative Ministry to 
University Students,” and will speak on 
“What Students Look for in Church Peo
ple.”

Evening conferences will focus on meth
ods of reaching and ministering to students, 
witnessing and ministering to international 
students, and materials available for use by 
churches.

The sessions are sponsored jointly by the 
Tennessee Student Department and the Na
tional Student Ministries of the Baptist Sun
day School Board.

f
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UNIFORM SERIES
Sunday School Lesson for Sunday, January 16, 1972

Foundation

THE HEALING CHRIST
Luke 4:31-40; 5:12-26; 8:1-3, 25-56 

By Charles Ausmus, Pastor 
Lincoln Park Baptist Church, Knoxville

In these passages Luke shows how man’s 
brokenness is met by Christ; and how the 
love of Christ, his power to heal, makes 

Ausmus

him adequate for every 
human need. Jesus was 
concerned for the phys
ical well being of 
people, as well as the 
salvation of their souls. 
Let us look at the min
istry of Jesus under three 
heads; He deals with 
disease, demons, and 
death. Here is a whole 
list of miracles recorded 
by Luke. Let us re
member that our God is 

a miracle-working God, Christ is a miracle- 
working Saviour, and the Holy Spirit works 
miracles daily in the lives of people.

DISEASES. In Luke 4:38-40 Jesus en
ters the home of Simon Peter’s mother-in- 
law.' She was sick with a great fever. Jesus 
comes into the room where she lay pros
trate and stood over her; then he rebuked 
the fever and it left her. Jesus also infused 
full strength into her because she arose and 
ministered unto them. On the same day 
as the sun was sinking low, all those who 
had sick ones, of whatever disease, brought 
them to Jesus and “He laid his hands on 
every one of them, and healed them” (V. 
40).

In Luke 5:12-26 we have two instances 
of Christ healing. First he healed a leper. 
The man was full of Leprosy—evidently a 
severe case. He fell on his face before 
Jesus, expressed his desire to be healed and 
faith that Jesus could heal him. Jesus put 
forth his hand and touched him, and said, 
“I will, be thou clean.” Immediately his 
leprosy was gone. There was the contact 
with Jesus, the command of Jesus, then the 
cure. Just as the sun shines on earth’s pol
lution and remains unscathed in its own 
purity and splendor, so Jesus could touch 
and heal the leper and remain the pure, 
holy Son of God.

Four friends then brought a palsied, 
(paralytic) to Jesus for healing. The faith 
and boldness of the four is marvelous and 
rewarding. Jesus saw their faith and for
gave the man’s sin. Knowing the criticism 
of the scribes, he then commands the man 
to rise up and walk. Here was the helpless 
paralytic, the helping friends, the hindering 
critics, and the healing Christ. The man’s 
cure and salvation was instantaneous and 
remarkable. Perhaps nowhere else is there 
a greater demonstration of the deity of 

Christ. “The Son of man hath power on 
earth to forgive sins” (V. 24).

In Luke 8:43-48 we have the record of 
Jesus healing the woman with the issue of 
blood. This miracle of healing was a 
wayside ministry of Jesus as he traveled 
toward the home of Jairus. The woman 
suffered over a twelve-year period, not 
alone the illness, but spent all, and was 
unclean and ostrasized from society. She 
came in desperation and faith, saying “if 
1 can but touch the hem of his garment, I 
shall be clean.” Her faith was rewarded, 
and Jesus perceived that virtue had gone 
out of him. When she openly confessed; 
Jesus said, “Daughter, be of good comfort: 
thy faith hath made thee whole; go in 
peace.” The word whole here surely means 
she was healed and saved.

DEMONS. The first reference in our 
lesson to demons is in Luke 4:33-35. In a 
synagogue service, was present a man 
possessed with a devil. Luke describes the 
devil as unclean, indicating the moral in
purity by which the person was character
ized. The devil was incarnate in a man, in 
human form. The writer has known of 
cases where “demon possession” is the only 
answer to the conduct of some people. The 
unclean devil recognized the claims of 
Christ as the Son of God. Jesus rebuked 
the devil and commanded him to hold his 
peace and come out of the man. The peo
ple marveled at the power of Christ over 
demons.

In Luke 8:2 is a reference to Mary Mag
dalene out of whom Christ had cast seven 
devils and healed her infirmities; now she 
ministers to Jesus, as do other women with 
her.

One of the most remarkable examples 
of demon possession and the power of 
Christ to deal with the problem is in Luke 
8: 26-36. The man, who had devils a “long 
time” met Jesus at the graveyard. Satan 
and demons are real spirits and actually 
take posession of men. Satan works in a 
threefold way: directly, through demons 
subject to him, and through human beings 
who have allowed Satan to possess them. 
What actually happens in demon posses
sion is the invasion of the human per
sonality by these denizens of hell. It is an 
intrusion into the physical and psychical 
domains with consequent discord and dis
harmony. What marvelous grace, love, 
mercy, and power is shown here when 
Jesus cast out the demons and restores the 
man “sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed 
and in his right mind.” (V. 35)

Why No Will

By Jonas L. Stewart 
Executive Secretary-Treasurer

It is evident from court records that 
most property owners die without having 
prepared a will to direct the disposition of 
their estate. There are a number of reasons 
for this.

Some find it psychologically difficult to 
make such definite plans for death. Yet 
the same people pay expensive life insur
ance premiums each month.

Procrastination has been responsible for 
many widows having to go to court to fight 
for their rightful inheritance and then being 
denied it because impersonal laws make 
no provision for emotional pleas.

Uncertainty about the cost of getting the 
document prepared by an attorney has kept 
some people from providing this protection 
for companion and children. It is relatively 
inexpensive.

Fear of not being able to talk intelligently 
to a lawyer is usually an unfounded fear.

Some people just don’t know where to 
start. It is the responsibility of this office 
to help people in Christian estate planning, 
including advice concerning the preparation 
of Christian wills.

Write our office for further information 
—Tennessee Baptist Foundation, Dr. Jonas 
L. Stewart, Executive Secretary-Treasurer, 
P. O. Box 647, Brentwood, Tennessee 
37027.

DEATH. Luke 8:41-56. Jairus, a ruler 
of the synagogue, pockets his pride and 
pleads with Jesus on behalf of his daughter, 
an only child of 12 years. It is interesting 
to see the place of faith in all these mira
cles. Jesus taught us to “Have faith in 
God,” and “All things are possible to him 
that believeth.” The tender words of Jesus 
to Jairus were “Fear not; believe only, and 
she shall be made whole.” (V. 50). Paul 
tells that the “last enemy to be destroyed 
is death.” Jesus claimed to be “The 
resurrection and the life.”

Dr. Ackland points out that such mira
cles of healing and raising the dead tell us 
seven things about Jesus:

1. They give authority to his teaching.
2. They witness to his deity.
3. They demonstrate his sympathy.
4. They declare his power against the 

woes that torture men.
5. They anticipate his victory over sin 

and its consequences.
6. They give promise of eternal life to 

all who believe in him.
7. They foreshadow his own victory over 

death and his glorious resurrection.
“Thanks be unto God who giveth us the 

victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 
Corinthians 15:57)
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Foreign Mission 
News Briefs

SANTIAGO, Chile—The national gym
nasium here was the center for the “Impac- 
to '71” evangelistic campaign sponsored by 
22 Baptist churches in the city. There were 
240 “manifestations of faith” during the 
six nights of the campaign, and attendance 
was more than 12,000, reported Southern 
Baptist missionary Rodney R. Irby. About 
2500 Baptists, some with banners saying 
“Christ the Only Hope,” marched along 
the city’s central avenue past the national 
capitol en route to the final service. Irby 
noted that effects of the “Impacto” were 
felt in some of the churches following the 
campaign as new worshipers arrived. “Christ 
is still reigning in the lives of Chilean 
Christians, and there are others seeking 
Him,” said Irby.

GUAYAQUIL, Ecuador—Two young 
men were graduated from the Baptist Theo
logical Institute here in December after sat
isfactorily completing four years of study. 
Both students attend high school and are 
pastors of Baptist churches. Twelve students 
composed the student body during the 1971 
instruction year. The Baptist Theological In
stitute was formally begun here in 1960 by 
Southern Baptist missionaries.

SINGAPORE—Baptist churches here will 
hold the first sessions of a three-year pro
gram of lay leadership training in January. 
Sessions in biblical and practical studies will 
be conducted in three locations to allow 
laymen to attend classes near their homes. 
Four Chinese Baptists and two missionaries 
will teach in the Mandarin Chinese and 
English languages.

KOTA KINABALU, Malaysia—A new 
retreat and training center near here was 
completed in time for a youth camp to 
coincide with the 1971 Week of Prayer 
for Foreign Missions. Six young persons 
professed faith in Christ, nine made com
mitments to full-time Christian service and 
17 rededicated their lives to Christ. 
“Chinese, Burmese, Murut, Indian, Kadazan 
and American youths blended to make a 
successful camp,” reported missionary 
Charles H. Morris. The camp was built 
with funds from Southern Baptists.

PETAH TIQVA, Israel—The Association 
of Baptist Churches in Israel decided during 
its annual session here to translate into He
brew and Arabic the “Call to Commitment” 
of the Baptist World Alliance in observance 
of the BWA’s World Mission of Reconcilia
tion through Jesus Christ. The association 
will suggest practical applications of the 
“Call” to Baptists in Israel. Twenty-six 
messengers and observers from six Baptist 
churches and two centers met at the Bap- 

- tist Village here. Organized in 1964, the 
Association now includes six churches and 
five preaching points. Five Israeli Baptists 
and two Southern Baptist representatives 
were elected officers for 1972.

From the
Executive Secretary

By W. Fred Kendall

Two weeks of the new year have already 
passed and just fifty more remain. This 
should be a great year for Christian wit

nessing and for making 
some real progress for 
the work of Christ. 
Many signs point to re
vival and spiritual re
newal. There is an un
precedented emphasis on 
Bible study and in Bible 
reading. Many are read
ing the Bible through for 
the first time. How 
many of you who read

Kendall this will plan to read the 
Bible through in 1972? 

Why not begin now and read consistently 
all year. Study it as you read it.

Next week pastors and laymen will as
semble here in Nashville for the State Evan
gelistic Conference. This is always a spiri
tual high point of the year. It has a very 
permanent place in the life of Southern 
Baptists. Some have called it the “Preach
er’s Revival.” The program always pro
vides for real spiritual stimulation and in
spiration. The church leadership is chal
lenged to keep the fires burning for revival 
and soul winning.

Many of our churches now pay the ex
penses of their pastor for this conference. 
The expenses are not large and it is a great 
encouragement to the pastor. Every church 
ought to encourage their pastor to attend. 
It will help to bring him to some new 
spiritual mountain peaks and will bring the 
encouragement and challenges which will 
help him.

I have recently read two very interesting 
news articles in the daily papers about the 
spiritual emphasis in some of our profes
sional football teams. Many clubs now have 
chapel services. Many of the men and their 
wives have formed Bible classes and are 
studying the Bible in depth with fine results 
in their living and witnessing. One of the 
great professional players gave a fine testi
mony and said the Bible was his great 
book of plays for the game of life. One of 
the great quarterbacks of one of the well 
known clubs also gave a fine witness as 
to the influence of Christ in the lives of so 
many of the men and how they are growing 
spiritually. Also they stressed the fine in
fluence this is having on young people who 
follow them as heroes.

God will be working in and through His 
people in 1972. There are so many prob
lems and there is so much sin that it is 
alarming. We have just had the news that 
in the city of Nashville major crimes in
creased twice as fast as the national level.

Historically:
From the files

50 YEARS AGO
J. G. Chastain wrote to Tennessee 

Baptists in behalf of Spanish mission 
work in Ybor City, Fla. He requested 
books, cards, and papers for children 
and young Christians in mission work 
in that state.

The new pastor at First church, 
Clarksville, W. C. Reeves, reported 
40 baptisms since his coming in De
cember. Two had surrendered to mis
sionary service also.

20 YEARS AGO
Big Springs church, Cleveland, re

ported the completion of a $75,000 
auditorium. Samuel Melton had 
served as pastor for 26 years. The 
building seated approximately 600 in 
the auditorium and an additional 200 
in the assembly room.

Malcomb Avenue church, Mem
phis, ordained three World War II 
veterans to the gospel ministry. They 
were Harold Brewer, James Sanders, 
and Thomas Pitman. The pastor was 
Virgil Cavender.

10 YEARS AGO
Earl Stallings, a former pastor at 

Ridgedale church, Chattanooga, was 
the new pastor of First church, 
Birmingham, Ala.

First church, Nashville, called 
Edward J. Clark as its new minister 
of music.

The Age Of Reason
A thought for this week, from Yale 

Physicist D. Allan Bromley: “Anti-science, 
or anti-intellectual activity is much more 
widespread than even a few years ago. 
There are ten times as many American 
college students enroled in astrology courses 
as in astrophysics courses.”—“TIME”, Jan
uary 3, 1972.

These poor souls who are steeped in sin 
need Christ so much.

War, poverty, racism, growing crime all 
present problems which have been with 
mankind for a long time. Christ is the an
swer to so many of these problems. He 
can only become the answer as He is ac
cepted and as He enters into the lives of 
men and women to bring changes that are 
lasting and real. Let us pray that the 
emphasis of Evangelism will catch such fire 
that it will start a sweeping revival and will 
reach the millions who are yet in darkness 
and without God and hope in the world.
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Baptist and Dependents

Remarkable, New

HOSPITAL SURGICAL Plan
Guaranteed 8% CASH AWARD

for each year you do not use your policy benefits.
1. A New Hospital and Surgical 

Plan that Pays You to Stay Well

Policy Form HS-500 guarantees you an 
8% cash award for each year you do not 
use your policy benefits. But if you are 
sick or injured, you may receive benefits 
up to $40 a day for each day in the hos
pital, surgical fees up to $600, plus bene
fits for drugs, operating room, anesthesia, 
X-Ray, ambulance and many other mis
cellaneous hospital charges.

Special Consideration
will be given if you have an existing 
health condition, with benefits payable 
after six months.

enrollment period OPEN ... ACT NOW!
MH M Bi CUT OUT ALONG DOTTED LINE AND MAIL

DAY MONTH YEAH
State______________ Zip---------
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No

FREE SAMPLE POLICY CERTIFICATE,

I BAI MIU LEARNS OF JESUS
By James F. Humphries

To stand on the sandy beaches of Nhat- 
rang and look across the waters of the 
China Sea to Bai Miu, one gets the impres
sion the island is a peaceful one. In one 
sense it is. There are no cars and motor
bikes crowding the streets because there 
are no streets on Bai Miu. There are no 
big guns pounding away at the 
distant shores because there are 
no guns on the island.

One discovers that the island 
is not as peaceful and quiet as 
it appears only in talking with 
its people. They do not know 
real peace because no one has 
ever tried to tell them about 
Jesus. Only recently were they 
introduced to Him.

Missionaries Joe and Gloria 
Turman finished language school 
last summer and moved from 
Dalat to Nhatrang. As Joe tried 
to revive a floundering work in 
Nhatrang, he found some of the 
people unconcerned as well as 
anti-American. He is able to 
smile now as he relates the times 
he has literally dusted off his feet 
and had to run from unfriend
ly situations.

Joe continues to witness and
Baptist work in Nhatrang, but has moved 
into Bai Miu and other areas where the 
promise of success is a little more reassur
ing.

Recently I accompanied Joe to the island 
for a worship service which was held in 
the sewing room of one of the first converts

interested in receiving FREE INFORMATION about:
Hospital-Surgical Plan with 8% cash award for 
good health.
Medicare Supplement Plans, up-to $25,000.
Hospital Protection To Cover Cancer • Heart
Diabetes • Ulcers • Other Serious Ailments

MY DATE OF BIRTH IS:

O
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LU
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Address 
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gDo Not Cut Here . . . Ju»t Fold Over, Seol and Mail This Ropiy Envelope . .
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POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY

Union JSankeri Sn^urance Company

2720 Nolensville Road, P. O. Box 8685 

Nashville, Tennessee 37211
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on the island. Twenty-six people were 
crowded in the little 5- by 10-foot room 
with others standing in the doorway. I sat 
on the table because there was no other 
place for me to sit or stand.

As the service progressed my eyes 
wandered around the modest worship 
room. The walls were made of cardboard 
from Pabst Blue Ribbon beer cases. Flat- 
tened-out orange and grape drink cans 
made up the ceiling of the room. Two 
pictures decorated the walls, one of Presi
dent Thieu and one of a frosted Coca Cola 
bottle.

Once during the message Joe had to 
stop preaching and explain why my knit 
pants stretched. Another time he had to 
tell everyone where he bought his watch 
and how much he paid for it. In the midst 
of the many interruptions, all insisted that 
I take their pictures.

With the promise we would be back later 
in the week and teach Sunday School, we 
headed for Joe’s house wondering just what 
the Sunday School hour would bring on 
Friday.
NOTE: James F. Humphries, Southern Baptist mission
ary associate, is pastor of Trinity Baptist church in 
Saigon. He was pastor of Golden Gate Baptist church, 
Fort Worth, at the time of his employment by the 
Foreign Mission Board in 1966.

Page 16 Baptist And Reflector


