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J^nterpretatic>n

BUSINESS AS USUAL
By Herschel H. Hobbs

“And it came to pass, that after three 
days Paul called the chief of the Jews to
gether: and when they were come together, 
ne said unto them, Men and brethren, 
'hough I have committed nothing against 

?e people, or customs of our fathers, yet 
A’as I delivered from Jerusalem into the 
lands of the Romans.”—Acts 28:17

While waiting for his hearing before Nero, 
Jaul was busy about the Lord’s work, even 
though he had to remain in his house 
'hained to a Roman soldier (v. 20). Three 
days after arriving in Rome he called to- 
ether the leaders of the Jewish community 
aere. Disclaiming any guilt he told how he 
ad appealed to Caesar. But he was care- 
ul to say that he did not intend to accuse 
as Jewish people before Nero (vv. 17-20). 

Also he asserted that “for the hope of Is- 
ael” (Messianic hope) he was bound with 

a chain to a Roman soldier.
The Jews said that they had received no 

/ord, written or oral, about Paul’s case, 
apparently when he left Caesarea the Pales- 
nian Jews forgot him. Or they figured that 
?eir charges would not stand up before 

ro. However, these Roman Jews desired 
hear more about this “sect” which was 

oken against everywhere among the Jews. 
At an appointed time they returned to 
Ts house. All day long he kept on ex-
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pounding (imperfect tense) in detail the He
brew scriptures about the kingdom of God, 
trying to persuade these Jews that Jesus was 
the Christ. Some began to be persuaded, but 
others remained in unbelief. “Believed” 
means to be persuaded. But a dispute be
tween them broke up the meeting. Appar
ently none truly believed. So Paul cited 
Isaiah 6:9-10, and said that their reaction 
fulfilled this prophecy (w. 25-27). So he 
declared his intention to preach to the Gen
tiles who would also hear and have an op
portunity to believe. Verse 29 is not in the 
best texts.

Why did Paul want to speak to these 
Jews? To explain his situation? To win 
them to Christ as the true fulfilment of the 
Hebrew faith? To seek a better understand
ing between Jews and Christians in Rome? 
Probably all reasons figured in his action. 
And he was following his firm belief—“to 
the Jew first, and also to the Greek” (Rom. 
1:16).

That he did not succeed was not his fault. 
He sowed the seed, and left the harvest in 
God’s hands. God does not judge us by 
our success, but by our faithfulness. We are 
to sow the seed. He is the Lord of the har
vest.

pulpit L
II

By Jim Griffith
In the games that church members 

play, one group that should be noted 
is the P.P.A.—the Pocketbook Pro
tectors Association.

According to the rules of this game, 
each player must repeat loudly and 
frequently the words of this speech: 
“All the preacher ever talks about is 
money!”

The whole object of the game is to 
act upset when a budget appeal is 
made and then stand in a large circle 
of people, look offended, and say: 
“That’s why I’m not going to give 
anything!”

Another interesting game is con
ducted by the I.D.L.T.M.T.C.S. play
ers or the: “I Don’t Like The Music 
The Choir Sings” bunch.

Trained ears are not required to 
play this game. All one needs is a 
large and critical mouth.

It would be interesting to see just 
what the church would do without 
these “games” that church members 
play. Who knows? The church just 
might go forward in new power for 
the Kingdom of God.

Devotional

'Take My Yoke'
Matt. 11:29

By Oscar Lee Rives
Associate Professor, Emeritus 

Carson-Newman College
Another precious pearl or valuable jewel, 

found in the Bible is seen in the verse in
dicated above. When Jesus said “Take my 
yoke, and learn from me”, He was using the 
language of a teacher in his relationship to 
his student or follower or disciple. “Come 
to My school”, He was inviting.

Jesus was, and is through the Holy Spirit 
at present, the world’s best teacher. He 
taught men how to live. He taught men 
how to die. He furnished worthy aims or 
goals. He preached and He healed, but He 
also taught. His precepts still abide. His 
motivations are altogether perfect. Those 
who learn from Him, and then practice His 
teachings in daily living, continue to make 
this world a better place in which to live.

Consider the matter of enroling in His 
school, both as a beginning and a continua
tion, for one never “graduates” or “finishes” 
in the school of Jesus. Indeed, it can be 
imagined that even “on the other side” 
one will still be as a “beginner” or a mem
ber of the “kinder-garten”. This line of 
meditation will help to correct all shallow 
concepts of Christian discipleship. It will 
also harmonize with some notions such as 
“growth in grace”. Best of all, it will make 
for humility upon the part of the learner.

The Teacher is endowed with infinite pa
tience. He knows our every weakness as 
well as our every possibility. He sometimes 
assigns to us difficult and trying problems, 
and promises help in their solutions. Is such 
assignment, upon His part, a sort of “com
pliment” in the form of a challenge? One 
wonders: The supreme benefit is, of course^- 
to become like Jesus.

Baptist Men Named 
To Jamaican Senate

KINGSTON, Jamaica — Two Baptists 
have been sworn into the Jamaican Senate 
here, and one was elected Senate president.

The two are C. S. Reid, president of the 
Jamaica Baptist Union and pastor of Cal
vary Baptist church, Montego Bay, and A. 
G. R. Byfield, an educator and a deacon 
of the Jonestown Baptist church.

During the ceremony for swearing in the 
new members of Parliament, Byfield was 
elected president of the Senate.

The two men had been appointed by 
newly-elected Prime Minister Michael 
Manly. (BP)
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Students Invade Florida Beaches; 
Witness During Easter Vacation

By Sandy Simmons

FORT LAUDERDALE and DAYTONA 
BEACH, Fla.—David Maze was one of 
thousands of college students who traveled 
south to the Florida beaches during Spring 
Easter vacation break with the use of his 
thumb.

Hitch-hiking was the popular mode of 
transportation bringing many of the 500,000 
college students who came to the resort 
areas of Fort Lauderdale and Daytona 
Beach. For David Maze it was an opportu
nity to talk with people and witness to them.

Arriving in Daytona from Oklahoma Bap
tist University, he was one of some 300 
college students who had migrated to the 
beach with a purpose beyond just soaking 
up Florida sun. The students, representing 
over 15 states, volunteered their Spring va
cation to share their faith in Jesus Christ.

Work And Training Part Of Program
During two weeks in Fort Lauderdale 

more than 190 students spent afternoons 
talking with transient students on the beach
es, and operated a coffee house on week
nights. Their mornings were spent in Bi
ble study and evangelism training.

The three-week beach project was coor
dinated by the Southern Baptist Home Mis
sion Board in cooperation with National 
Student Ministries, the Florida Baptist Con
vention, local associations and churches.

“The greatest contribution is what a proj
ect like this one does for the participants,” 
Nathan Porter, HMB director of student 
evangelism, said. “They are taxed to the 
fullest, physically and emotionally, but they 
are seeing God at work as never before. As 
God works in their lives, they will touch the 
lives of others.”

“What we need to do is move people from 
indifference and hostility to a place of 
searching. You must be able to give of 
yourselves to someone, not just give a ‘one
way’ sign,” warned Dan Yearly, Baptist 
campus minister at Texas Tech University, 
Lubbock, Tex.

Love And Concern For Others Stressed
“To relate to the students on the beaches 

you must have a genuine concern and love, 
and also respect their viewpoint. You have 
to be able to love them, listen to them and 
laugh with them,” commented Shuford Da
vis, Baptist campus minister at Florida 
State university, Tallahassee.

“We met one guy on the beach Tuesday 
afternoon,” a student volunteer related. “He 
said he had been on the beach three weeks 
and we were the first people he had met. He 
came to the coffeehouse that night. I was 
wondering how to start talking to him about

Jesus.”
The tables in the coffeehouse are covered 

with white paper and crayons are available. 
“I started drawing a picture of a tree on the 
table,” the student continued. “I said, ‘Let's 
call this the tree of life.’ And we began to 
talk about things that would be on the tree; 
we agreed to put God at the top of the tree. 
Later we talked again, and he said he had 
been missing something in his life for a long 
time. He accepted Jesus right there.”

In Daytona, more than 500 students 
passed through the “Rap Room,” as the 
coffeehouse there was named. The Daytona 
Rap Room was operated in the afternoons 
and on weeknights as more of a gathering 
place for students, unlike the candlelight 
coffeehouse atmosphere of the Fort Lau
derdale project.

"They Are Searching"
Bill Lee, director of University of Ten

nessee Baptist Student Union and director 
of the coffeehouse in Fort Lauderdale, said 
his impression of the students who came 
into the coffeehouse and of those on the 
beaches was one of sensitivity. “They came 
because they sensed someone cared, and 
they were open to the gospel because they 
are sensitive. But we need to remember, be
cause of this same sensitivity, they are also 
open to Satan worship and drug addiction 
because they are searching for something 
to give them life.”

“The coffeehouse,” explained Burt Pur
vis, Southwestern Baptist Theological sem
inary student and director of the Daytona 
Rap Room, “is an effort to reach the needs 
of these kids and to show people we care, 
and provide a witness at the same time. It 
takes more than words. You can’t look in 
their eyes and say you love them and hate 
them the next week. The success of sharing 
Christ is in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
We don’t save anyone; the Lord does.

“We can’t change the students; God 
works the miracle. Sometimes we limit God 
to padded pews and chandeliers. If that’s 
true we are in trouble. God is here on the 
beaches, and our kids believe that that's 
why they are here,” Purvis added.

“These students on the beaches are look
ing for someone genuine,” declared Tim 
Pearson, a student from William Carey Col
lege, Hattiesburg, Miss. “It cleared a lot of 
things up for me when I realized they 
would like to be like Jesus but not like me. 
That shows me I really need to try to be 
more Christ-like. I used to be on drugs, and 
I remember all I was looking for was some
one ‘real’; these kids are looking for the 
same thing.”

Bible Nuggets

Andrew His Brother
By T. B. Maston

Professor of Christian Ethics, Retired 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary

And when it was day, he called unto him 
his disciples: and of them he chose twelve, 
whom also he named apostles; Simon (whom 
he also named Peter), and Andrew his 
brother (Luke 6:13-14, KJV).

Are you known primarily as someone’s 
brother or son or father? If so, then you can 
appreciate the problem that Andrew must 
have faced. He was usually referred to as 
Simon’s brother.

If any one of the twelve could justi
fiably have been jealous, it was Andrew. He 
was not included in the inner circle of dis
ciples along with his brother and his 
friends, James and John. There were occa
sions when Jesus took along only these 
three, such as the Mount of Transfiguration 
and the Garden of Gethsemane. Why was 
Andrew left out? There is no way for us to 
know.

Really, if we did not have John’s Gospel 
all we would know about Andrew is the fact 
that he was Simon’s brother. It is John alone 
who tells us that Andrew brought his broth
er Simon to Jesus (John 1:40-42), that he 
told Jesus about the lad with the five barley 
loaves and three fishes (John 6:8-9).

Also, with Philip, Andrew brought the 
Greeks to Jesus (John 12:20-22). Andrew 
may have been best known as the brother 
of Simon, but this did not keep him from 
bringing people to Jesus, even his brother. 
Can you visualize Andrew back in the 
crowd on the day of Pentecost? Do you 
suppose the thought came to him as Peter 
preached, “Thank you, Father, I introduced 
him to Jesus.”

Released Time Endorsed
In Wisconsin Voting

MILWAUKEE — A state constitutional 
amendment endorsing released time for reli
gious instruction and another allowing reli
gious groups to rent meeting space in school 
buildings during non-school hours were ap
proved by Wisconsin voters on April 4.

The referenda were held on the same day 
as the state’s Presidential primaries, won 
on the Democratic side by Sen. George 
McGovern (D.-S.D.) and on the Republican 
by President Nixon.

A major surprise in the election was the 
strong showing of Alabama Governor 
George Wallace, who got 22 per cent of the 
votes in the Democratic column, placing 
second 1 per cent ahead of Sen. Hubert 
Humphrey (D.-Minn.). Sen. McGovern re
ceived about 29 per cent of the Democratic 
ballots, according to an early unofficial 
count.

Released time—permitting time out from 
public school for church-sponsored instruc
tion—won by a narrow margin, 562,462 to 
554,369. (RNS)
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Era Of Depression?
A psychiatrist has written recently terming our age an 

era of depression. Our observation is that he and others 
who have written in a similar vein are correct in this 
analysis. Never have so many had sb much—material 
goods, leisure time, etc.—and apparently been so miser
able as a consequence thereof.

Depression is a dangerous state of mind. It can lead 
in many directions. It leads many to suicide. It leads 
others to a point in their life when, it would seem, their 
usefulness to themselves and to others is curtailed severely 
by a state of helplessness. There are many avenues of 
so-called anti-social conduct which provide temporary 
outlets for these people.

A productive, progressive society is one in which there 
is encouragement to move forward in whatever task one 
undertakes. In other generations we have as a nation 
been too busy seeking to make a living, provide for loved 
ones, and insure some measure of security to become 
depressed. Today, as individuals, and as a nation the 
vast majority of us have no real physical needs. The era 
of automation has made even our homes places where a 
minimum amount of time is required to produce a maxi
mum of results.

And, while it is true that we manage to stay busy, many 
of the things toward which we direct our energies are in 
‘hemselves transient and nonproductive.

Of all people, God’s children have the most to be 
Jiankful for, and the least, in fact, to be depressed about. 
vVho else but the child of God has the assurance of 
-ternal life? Who else but the child of God has every 
'.ssurance of forgiveness for sins committed, and the many 
remises of God’s watchcare over His own?
At times, we are so blinded by our own mundane day- 

oy-day situations that we even forget that in other areas of

the world there are many millions who have real occasion 
to be depressed, because they are oppressed. Millions 
go to bed hungry each night. Other millions have no place 
to sleep.

However, in the midst of all of our blessings from God, 
we do appear as individuals and as a nation to have de
veloped an attitude of depression. And, like the mythical 
Rip Van Winkle, many are sleeping their lives away, 
producing very little for Our Lord and His Kingdom.

It is time that each of us, as Christians, re-examined 
ourselves, counted our blessings, and set our hands and 
hearts anew to the task which are before us. This the 
Christian can and must do in the calm, certain assurance 
that Our Heavenly Father does watch over us; He knows 
our every heartache and pain; His Compassion surrounds 
us; and His Love guides us.

A new attitude, a new outlook, and many of us might 
be far more productive in the Lord’s work. It wouldn’t 
hurt for Christians to examine themselves at this point in 
the light of the many promises of God to us.

Caution And Christian Responsibility
In a recent editorial, the high rate of serious crimes in 

our state was discussed. One significant area of obedience 
to the law was not presented. It is the Christian’s respon
sibility to be obedient to the laws of the state with regard 
to use of public highways. Our state also has a very high 
accident rate. Each year, well over 1000 Tennesseans, or 
travelers through our state are killed on our highways. 
Speed still kills people. Many of our automobiles amount 
to little more than unarmed projectiles.

Point of the editorial? Our law enforcement officers do 
a good job. However—of all people the Christian should 
strive to be obedient to the laws. We have grown weary of 
hearing comments on the distance covered in a time span 
which obviously involved speeding. There are many 
detection devices in use. However, the sense of respon
sibility which should accompany the Christian outlook 
should make us observe speed limits and safety signs 
without someone looking over our shoulder to see that 
we do!

Surely safe driving is a Christian virtue. We need to 
set some good examples to others in this area of respon
sibility.

Plan Now For The Convention
The Southern Baptist Convention and related meetings 

are scheduled for Philadelphia in June. Recent news 
stories in Baptist And Reflector have provided information 
concerning the sessions. Every pastor and many laymen 
from Tennessee Baptist churches should attend. We know 
that this will be an impossibility for some. However, we 
urge that churches make plans now to send their pastor, 
ministers of music and education and other professional 
staffers.

Many of our churches have provisions in the budget for 
this important session. However, for the churches which 
have not made provision may we request earnestly that 
the leadership plan now in order that the churches will be 
represented at the sessions.

Baptist And Reflector



FMB Adds 20 To Overseas Staff; 
Creates Promotion Department

JACKSON, Miss.—Members of the 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board, 
meeting here, appointed or reappointed 20 
persons to overseas service, approved 74 
young people for training to be missionary 
journeymen and voted to create a new de
partment within its Mission Support Divis
ion.

The members also heard reports from sev
eral staff administrators, including Execu
tive Secretary Baker J. Cauthen, who spoke 
prior to the appointment of new mission
aries in the Jackson Municipal Auditorium.

Cauthen told an audience estimated at 
2600 that the work of Christian missions 
and the spread of the Gospel are becoming 
more imperative with the rapid growth of 
world population, which may double with
in the next two decades.

Eight New Couples Appointed
Eight couples were appointed as new mis

sionaries. They are Mr. and Mrs. Norman 
L. Coad of Fort Worth, formerly of Little 
Rock, Ark., appointed to Nigeria; Mr. and 
Mrs. Clifford H. Dane of Fort Worth, for
merly of Tyrone, Okla., to Brazil; Mr. and 
Mrs. R. William Hollaway of Louisville, 
formerly of Flagstaff, Ariz., to Japan; Mr. 
and Mrs. J. Randall Jones of Louisville, to 
Paraguay.

Also, Mr. and Mrs. Michael H. Key of 
Fort Worth, to Togo; Mr. and Mrs. Jack W. 
Kinnison Jr. of Fort Worth, to Laos; Mr. 
and Mrs. Charles P. Long of New Orleans, 
formerly of Picayune, Miss., to Belgium; 
and Mr. and Mrs. John V. Norwood of 
Lewistown, Mont., to Indonesia.

In addition, the board reappointed four 
former missionaries for work in Nigeria.

Dr. and Mrs. William C. Gaventa of 
Louisville were reappointed under the 
board’s special project program for physi
cians and dentists; Miss Betty Larimer of 
Muncie, Ind., was reemployed as a mission
ary associate assigned to the Baptist Nurs
ing School in Eku, effective June 1; Miss 
Maxine Lockhart of San Antonio, Tex., was 
reappointed for educational work in Ni
geria.

Journeymen Selected
Seventy-four young Baptist college grad

uates were approved for a seven-week train
ing program this summer prior to being 
commissioned as missionary journeymen. 
Those commissioned will fill two-year terms

ABOUT THE COVER
April is Life Commitment Month—Southern 
Baptist churches will be observing Life 
Commitment and Church Vocations Sunday, 
April 23. The emphasis will be on the 
church as a place for Christian ministry 
with the theme “Entrusted with Gods’ Sha
lom.”

of service assisting regular missionaries in 
special jobs overseas.

A department of promotion and furlough 
ministries will become functional in June 
within the board’s Mission Support Divi
sion, as a result of the members’ action here.

Hill New Personnel Representative
In another action, the board elected W. 

Dennis Hill of Louisville to a staff position 
as a regional personnel representative, effec
tive June 1. Hill will counsel with persons 
and groups interested in foreign mission 
service. His assigned region includes North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Virginia 
and Southeastern Baptist Theological Sem
inary, Wake Forest, N.C.

The board adopted a resolution of appre
ciation to Miss Genevieve Greer, who is 
retiring from the staff after 27 years of 
service. Since 1950 she has been the board’s 
book editor.

Two administrators of the Southern Bap
tist Foreign Mission Board reported on de
velopments affecting Baptist work in Bang
ladesh and China during a business session 
of the board.

John D. Hughey, secretary for Europe 
and the Middle East for the board, said 
that Southern Baptist missionaries in Bang
ladesh now have more than $170,000 at 
their disposal for relief work among peo
ple there.

The missionaries’ main project involves 
rebuilding houses in villages destroyed dur
ing last year’s conflict which led to an in
dependent Bangladesh, Hughey reported. 
(BP)

72,000 Attend Graham 
Crusade In Charlotte

CHARLOTTE, N.C.—It was estimated 
that more than 4,700 persons responded to 
appeals for religious decisions during Billy 
Graham’s five-day crusade in his hometown 
here.

Total attendance was estimated at 72,100, 
with crowds filling the Charlotte Coliseum 
and Ovens Auditorium.

The 53-year-old evangelist referred to 
some local tie, or to some experience he 
underwent here as a youth, during each 
service.

Among those attending the crusade were 
Mrs. Frank Graham, his widowed mother; 
his wife, Ruth; and his 16-year-old son, 
Ned, as well as other members of the 
Graham family.

One of Mr. Graham’s co-workers, the 
Rev. Grady Wilson, was with him when 
the famed evangelist was converted to 
Christianity at a revival meeting here in 
1934. Another member of the crusade 
team, the Rev. T. W. Wilson, was a boy
hood neighbor. (RNS)

Cooperative Program Gifts 
Increase 9% During March

NASHVILLE—Contributions through 
the Southern Baptist Convention’s Coopera
tive Program unified budget increased by 
nine per cent during the month of March, 
boosting gifts to a record level compared 
to the first quarter of 1971.

For the first three months of 1972, Co
operative Program gifts totalled $8,072,629, 
an increase of $155,964 compared to the 
$7,916,664 contributed in the first quarter 
of 1971.

In addition to the record $8,072,629 con
tributed through the Cooperative Program, 
Southern Baptists also gave $16,492,732 in 
designated contributions to special missions 
causes during the first quarter of the year. 
Designated gifts were up $1,140,855, or 
7.43 per cent compared to the $15.3 mil
lion in 1971.

The grand total, Cooperative Program 
plus designated gifts, reached $24,565,361 
for the three-month period, an increase of 
$1,296,819, or 5.57 per cent over the $23.2 
million contributed to national mission 
causes in the first quarter of 1971.

During the month of March, a 9.52 per 
cent increase in Cooperative Program giv
ing helped boost the total for the quarter 
to an increase, whereas last month, the total 
was running 1.5 per cent lower than the 
total for the previous year.

During the month of March, Cooperative 
Program contributions totalled $2,747,848, 
an increase of $238,944 compared to the 
March 1971 gifts of $2.5 million.

Designated gifts during March also in
creased from $3.4 million in March 1971 
to $3,833,868 in March 1972, an increase 
of $350,210, or 10.05 per cent.

Of the total amount received for the first 
quarter of 1972, $20,301,090 has been dis
tributed to SBC foreign mission efforts 
through the SBC Foreign Mission Board; 
and $1,739,047 has gone to home mis
sions through the SBC Home Mission 
Board.

The figures include only amounts chan
neled through the Southern Baptist Conven
tion’s Executive Committee for national 
and world-wide mission efforts, and do not 
reflect mission contributions to local and 
state Baptist mission causes. (BP)
Campus Ministry Center
To Expand Operations

WASHINGTON, D.C.—The National 
Center for Campus Ministry, an autono
mous and interdenominational organization 
of clergy and educators, will continue and 
expand its experimental training program 
during the coming academic year, it was 
announced here by executive committee.

Located in Cambridge, Mass., the center 
launched in Summer 1971 operates under 
a “learning community’’ principle. It now 
houses about 30 future campus ministers 
of several denominations. Team projects in 
the Boston area are the focal point of the 
training. (RNS)
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ABC Seeks Restitution, Assurance Of Justice
NALLEY FORGE—A top official of the 

American Baptist Convention has expressed 
concern that the United States Navy “take 
every step toward redressing serious griev
ances: relating to the recent court-martial 
of Cmdr. Andrew Jensen, an American 
Baptist Navy chaplain.

It was announced also that the denomina
tion is consulting with its attorneys concern
ing the violation of Jensen’s civil and 
judicial liberties “in order to prevent recur
rence of such deprivation of justice in the 
future.”

The ABC statement was released by Paul 
3. Madsen, associate executive secretary of 
fne American Baptist Home Mission Socie
ties. Madsen asked for certain “assurances” 
-'Onceming Jensen, including requests for 
promotion and for restitution of costs, and 
onsideration of the payment of damages to 

Jensen “in areas where restitution can be 
made.”

Jensen was acquitted of the Navy charges 
that he engaged in “conduct unbecoming 
an officer and a gentleman.” The verdict 
came at the end of the 18-day court-martial 
in which the wives of two officers testified 
that they engaged in sexual relations with 
the chaplain. Jensen is the only chaplain 
on record ever to be court-martialed.

(BP Photo)

NEW ARKANSAS EDITOR: J. Everett 
Sneed has been elected editor of the “Arkan
sas Baptist Newsmagazine” to succeed Erwin 
L. McDonald, who retired earlier this year. 
Sneed, who has served as director of special 
missions ministries for the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention for the past two and a 
half years, will assume his duties as editor 
on May 8.

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR 
Place it in your church budget now!

Grateful For Aquittal
“The American Baptist Convention is pro

foundly grateful that Chaplain Jensen has 
been acquitted of all charges against him in 
the recent court-martial. We had every 
reason to anticipate that verdict,” the ABC 
statement read.

In asking the Navy to make restitution to 
Jensen, Madsen said, “It would be impos
sible to restore completely the good name 
of Chaplain Jensen because of the world
wide publicity this case has received.”

Madsen revealed also that the American 
Baptist Convention has sent a letter to the 
Secretary of the Navy, John H. Chafee, re
questing “immediate promotion” for Jensen. 
Madsen noted that prior to the leveling of 
charges against him, Jensen was being con
sidered for accelerated promotion because 
of outstanding service.

“Along with full restitution, we are asking 
that his transfer to new duties now and in 
the future have the approval of the Ameri
can Baptist Convention,” Madsen said.

The ABC spokesman reiterated the de
nomination’s accusation that the Navy failed 
to follow established procedures in providing 
the denomination with any evidence against 
Jensen. This denied the convention any op
portunity to exercise the discipline implied 
by ecclesiastical endorsement, he explained.

Assurance on Future Procedures
Madsen explained further that the usual 

custom (and the one that is observed by 
the Army and Air Force) is to allow 
the sponsoring organization to determine 
whether a man is spiritually or morally fit to 
serve as a military chaplain.

“We . . . want assurance that future pro
cedures will be followed cooperatively with 
the religious body involved and that military 
judicial procedures be consistent with civil 
law,” Madsen urged.

Further, Madsen said, the ABC will pre
sent information to Congress to determine 
whether the legal procedures in the armed 
forces need review “because we believe that 
the Navy’s judicial process has gone astray.”

Also, the ABC is “raising question” with 
the legislative branch concerning revision of 
the current laws relating to the endorsement 
of chaplains “in order to guarantee full ec
clesiastical prerogatives,” Madsen said.

The ABC executive announced two meet
ings that denominational officials will par
ticipate in to discuss further the chaplaincy 
matter. On May 1, the ABC will be repre
sented on the committee of the ecumenical 
board of the Commission on Chaplains in a 
meeting with the Navy department “where 
the matter of supplying chaplains to the 
Navy will be the key issue.”

Also, at the suggestion of the office of 
the secretary of the Department of Defense, 
Madsen said a meeting is scheduled for May 
19 for the ABC officials to meet, with the 
armed forces chaplains board to discuss 
among other things “the endorsement issue 
in all of its implications.” (BP)

Foundation

Use Insurance For The Lord
By Jonas L. Stewart

Executive Secretary-Treasurer
Insurance has been used for ages to pro

vide for loved ones after death. Some peo
ple have made the Lord the beneficiary of 
their insurance policy. Why not? They love 
the Lord. They propose to be in Kingdom 
service. They provide for the interest of oth
ers, why not provide for the welfare of the 
Lord’s work?

This can be done by making the Tennes
see Baptist Foundation the beneficiary of 
an insurance policy. A trust agreement can 
be prepared specifying the terms by which 
proceeds are to be handled. The funds 
would remain in trust forever with the in
come going to the Christian Cause desig
nated by the insured.

Many people have insurance policies 
which were taken out years ago to provide 
for minor children or for loved ones now 
deceased. The beneficiary could easily be 
changed to the Tennessee Baptist Founda
tion.

This can also be a tax saving. It would 
be eliminated from estate tax at the death 
of the insured. He can take an income tax 
deduction on premiums paid if the Foun
dation is made the owner of the policy. He 
can also take another income tax deduction 
in the amount of the cash value of the pol
icy. Specific cases could be checked out 
without cost.

Many people could do much for the 
Lord’s Cause through existing or new in
surance policies. Write Tennessee Baptist 
Foundation, Dr. Jonas L. Stewart, Execu
tive Secretary-Treasurer, P.O. Box 647, 
Brentwood, Tennessee 37027 or call 615- 
833-4220 for more information.

Maryland House Rejects Bill 
Ending The Death Penalty

ANNAPOLIS, Md.—By an overwhelm
ing 71-46 vote, the Maryland House of 
Delegates defeated a bill which would have 
abolished the death penalty in this state for 
rape, kidnapping and most first-degree mur
ders.

With 25 members abstaining, the bill 
would have retained the death penalty for 
the murder of a law enforcement officer, 
bank guard, or for a murder committed by 
a prisoner or by someone who had been 
previously convicted of first-degree murder.

Delegate Woodrow M. Allen, a Mont
gomery County Democrat, said he voted for 
the bill for the same reason he had voted 
against the abortion bill last year, stating 
the government “has the obligation to nur
ture life and fulfill human potential, not 
destroy it. We must protect the right of life 
for all human beings.”

The last execution for a criminal offense 
in Maryland was held in June 1961. Cur
rently, 24 persons are on death row in the 
Baltimore penitentiary. (RNS)
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UNIFORM SERIES
Sunday School Lesson For Sunday, April 23, 1972

The Witnessing Fellowship
By William Dodson, Pastor 

First Baptist Church, Martin

Focal Passages: Mark 5:18-20; Acts 8:4-8;
Acts 18:24-28

Purpose of the Lesson. To point up the fact 
that it is the responsibility of every re

deemed person to wit
ness about Christ and 
what he has done for us.

In this lesson we see 
the practice of personal 
evangelism in the early 
church, accomplished in 
the main by individual 
believers who shared 
their faith with unbe
lievers at every oppor
tunity. The early church

Dodson recognized the responsi
bility to carry the gospel 

to others. Today our personal witness to 
others remains the primary duty of be
lievers within the local church fellowship. 
The Gadarene in Decapolis (Mark 5:18-20) 

In the lesson in Mark 5 we see in the 
man of Gadara the nature of evil, with 
which the church must always deal. The 
larger Scripture passage tells of the Gada
rene, a man possessed of devils, who was 
often bound with chains, but could not be 
contained. His greatest bondage was the 
bondage of sin. What happened to this poor 
demoniac when Jesus met Him? Christ 
turned derangement into sanity, laid hold 
on the life of a converted man, and gave 
him power to testify of “what things God 
had done for him.” The power of Christ 
was adequate to dispel the devils from the 
man.

When Jesus made ready to leave the land 
of Gadara, the Gadarene demoniac pleaded 
with Jesus that he might accompany Him 
and the disciples. Jesus denied the request. 
Why? In his own community the change in 
this man would continue to be an amazing 
testimony. Jesus instructed the Gadarene to 
remain and publish abroad what Christ had 
done for him. Heretofore in other areas 
Jesus had commanded those whom He 
healed to keep silent concerning it because 
of the hostilities of his enemies. However, in 
this region there was no necessity for 
silence. Moreover, this healed man was the 
only witness for evangelizing in that region.

The demoniac obeyed Jesus. No one 
would value the miracle more highly than 
the cured man’s family and friends. Jesus 
said, “Tell them how great things the Lord 
hath done for thee, and hath had compas
sion on thee.” (verse 19) Not theories, but 
facts. To share our faith is the pay that 
God asks for forgiveness of our sins and 
for the salvation obtained for us by Him.

We are saved to serve, rescued to rescue 
others.

Philip in Samaria (Acts 8:4-8)
The death of Stephen held a place of 

incalculable importance in the witness of 
the early church. Stephen preached the 
gospel with great power and eloquence. He 
attacked the Sanhedrin fearlessly. His 
enemies terminated his career by martyr
dom. His martyrdom resulted in a wide
spread emotional upheaval. Stephen’s 
martyrdom is the background against which 
the entire teaching of today’s lesson is pro
jected.

Following Stephen’s death many Chris
tians were scattered abroad. Because of the 
cruel persecution conducted by Saul, they 
fled from Jerusalem to get away from their 
tormentors. When this terrible persecution 
arose in Jerusalem, the Christians faced at 
least three alternatives. They could remain 
in Jerusalem and continue their witness. 
This would have meant death, not only to 
the Christians but also to the church. They 
could remain in Jerusalem and cease their 
witnessing. This too would have brought an 
end to the church. The only sensible thing 
left to do was to flee from Jerusalem and 
continue witnessing elsewhere.

In the day of persecution Philip headed 
for Samaria. Philip was the first missionary 
of the Church at Jerusalem. The Holy Spirit 
led Philip to carry the message of Christ to 
the Samaritans. To the Jews the Samari
tans were worse than foreigners. They hated 
the Samaritans even more bitterly than they 
hated the Romans. To Philip the old feud 
was forgotten. Philip had no thought that 
he was taking he first step in a new ex
pansion of the church nor the consequences 
of it.

What was Philip’s method of evangeliz
ing? Knowing that the Samaritans suffered 
from spiritual malnutrition and disease and 
needed the gospel, Philip “proclaimed Christ 
to them.” (verse 5) His message was God’s 
forgiving love and the application of it. 
His ministry met the needs of the people. 
Philip not only proclaimed the gospel but 
he also performed many miracles in the 
name of Christ.

The attempt to extinguish a great fire by 
kicking the embers apart resulted in a new 
fire where each .ember fell. Now all believers 
that were scattered by persecution went 
everywhere preaching the Word. Stones of 
persecution are only winds which fan the 
fire of faith and carry sparks of truth a 
great distance.

News Of Missionaries
Mr. and Mrs. Pete Gillespie, missionaries 

to Japan, will be taking a short furlough to 
the States, May 1 O-September 7. They are 
both natives of Memphis and are available 
to participate in various Tennessee meetings 
during the summer. They may be contacted 
at 1102 R. Street, Bedford, Indiana 47421.

Miss Ruth Ann Hall has completed fur
lough in the States and is scheduled to ar
rive in Nigeria this week. She is a native 
of Memphis and was appointed by the For
eign Mission Board in 1967. Her address 
is PMB 5113, Ibadan, Nigeria.

A native of Antioch, Miss Jenell Greer 
has completed a short furlough in the States 
and has returned to her mission field in 
Thailand. She was appointed by the For
eign Mission Board in 1942. She may be 
contacted at Box 832, Bangkok, Thailand.

Mr. and Mrs. Everett L. Parsons Jr., mis
sionaries on furlough from Ecuador, may 
now be addressed at First church, Ridge
top, Tenn. 37152. He is a native of West 
Virginia, and she is the former Carolyn 
Baird of Nashville. They were appointed 
by the Foreign Mission Board in 1967.

Apollos in Ephesus and Corinth 
(Acts 18:24-28)

Shortly before Paul’s return to Ephesus, 
Apollos, an important Alexandrian Jewish 
scholar, came to Ephesus. He was a Jew 
and an Alexandrian. At Alexandria, the 
center of Greek learning and culture at that 
time, the Jews were all under the influence 
of Philo. This influence of Greek culture 
weighed heavily upon Apollos.

Verse 24 describes Apollos as “an elo
quent man, and mighty in the Scriptures.” 
He knew not only the Scriptures but also 
possessed the ability to master and under
stand them. Apollos spoke and taught care
fully the things concerning Jesus. However, 
his knowledge of Jesus was limited because 
he knew only the baptism of John. Being 
a disciple of John he was unacquainted with 
the fact of the resurrection and unfamiliar 
with the work of the Holy Spirit.

The bold eloquence of Apollos in the 
synagogue attracted Aquilla and Priscilla 
who took Apollos into their fellowship and 
instructed him in “the way of God more 
perfectly.” (verse 26) The help Aquilla and 
Priscilla gave Apollos enabled him to be
come one of the great leaders of the church 
of that day. After a brief time Apollos 
went to Achaia with strong letters of recom
mendation. In his ministry there he “mighti
ly convinced the Jews, and that publicly, 
showing by the Scriptures that Jesus was 
Christ.” (verse 28) The word “convinced” 
in verse 28 possesses a broader meaning in 
English than is allowed in the Greek. Apol
los did not succeed in converting all the 
members of these synagogues, but he was 
effective as he refuted their arguments and 
made clear to all that Christ was the fulfill
ment of the Old Testament hope.
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TeiWsseeNeWsBri
Tim Seanor, Chatta

nooga, is the new state 
Royal Ambassador presi
dent for 1972-73. Sean
or, a member of Cham
berlain Avenue church, 
was elected at the recent 
RA Congress in Mem
phis. He will serve as a 
page at the Southern 
Baptist Convention in

Seanor Philadelphia, June 6-8.
The International Sunday School Lesson, 

'.aught by Clifton J. Allen, on WSM Radio, 
Nashville, on Saturday at 11:30 a.m. for 
many years is now broadcast at 6:45 a.m. 
Sunday. Allen, former editorial secretary at 
he Baptist Sunday School Board and general 
ditor of the Broadman Bible Commentary, 
is taught the lessons continuously since 
945. The lessons have been carried over 

VSM Radio regularly since 1929.
It was a unique day for the Longcrest 

church of Memphis recently when members 
held a special “Twins Day” Sunday. Accord
ing to the church pastor, John D. Noland, 
it was a day that each member was request
ed to do two things: bring a visitor and 
double his offering. Noland said that 
,‘iere were 177 in Sunday School that day, 

'd the offering totaled $1100, three times 
le usual weekly amount. The Sunday 

’. nool membership is approximately 100.
First church, Martin, has acquired a va- 

lot adjacent to the church to be used 
additional parking. The $20,000 lot is 
third parcel of land acquired by the 

. urch within the past 12 months. D. Wil- 
i Dodson is pastor.

mer SBC President
inounces Retirement

NEW ORLEANS—J. D. Grey, former 
.resident of the Southern Baptist Conven

tion, has announced his 
plans to retire as pastor 
of First Baptist Church 
here, effective no later 
than Dec. 31, 1972.

Grey, president of the 
Southern Baptist Con
vention for two terms 
from 1952-1953, has 
been pastor of the New 
Orleans church for al
most 35 years. He is also 
former member of the 
Baptist World Alliance 

executive committee, and former president 
of the Louisiana Baptist Convention.

In announcing his plans to retire, Grey 
said that if the church should call a new 
pastor before Dec. 31, his retirement date 
will be adjusted to coincide with the com
ing of the new pastor.

Dr. and Mrs. Charles C. Maples, pastor 
of First church, Gatlinburg, celebrated their 
fifteenth anniversary with the church last 
month. A reception was held in honor of 
the couple. Before coming to First church 
in 1957, Maples was pastor in Missouri, 
Georgia, and Memphis.

Goodsprings church, McMinn Associ
ation. will celebrate its 100th anniversary 
on May 7. Special services are being 
planned. Ted E. Davis is pastor.

Dennis Suits, Smyrna, has completed 
work for his third Royal Ambassador Serv
ice Aide Award and will receive a $200 
scholarship to Union university. The award 
required 150 hours of work and was done in 
the area of worship. Suits, a member of 
First church, Smyrna, is 16 years old and 
has been a Royal Ambassador since 1968. 
He served as vice president of the Royal 
Ambassadors for 1971-72.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES
Two staff members of First church, 

Kingston, have resigned. Walter B. Shurden, 
supply minister of the church for the past 
11 months, resigned, effective May 7. Ron 
W. Shipe, minister of music, resigned also. 
Gary Marsh is the church’s associate pastor.

Wayne Turner, minister of education at 
First church, Clarksville, has resigned to 
accept a position with the Bethany church 
in Dallas, Texas. The resignation will be 
effective June 1. Turner, who has served 
the Clarksville church for nine years, will 
be the minister of education and adminis
tration in Dallas. John Laida is Clarksville’s 
pastor.

First church, Philadelphia, has called 
Gary Amos as minister of music. He is a 
graduate of Belmont college. Dillard Hagan 
is pastor.

In the Duck River Association, First 
church, Winchester, has called Stuart 
Arnold of the Baptist Sunday School Board 
as interim pastor.

Eulas Scoggins, pastor of the Good Hope 
church in the McMinn Association, has 
resigned his position.

The Cartwright church, Sequatchie Val
ley Association, has called Henry Woody 
as its pastor. He was ordained at the church 
April 9.

The interim youth director of Immanuel 
church, Nashville, Larry Yarborough, has 
resigned effective May 7. Yarborough is a 
consultant at the Baptist Sunday School 
Board. The church has called Elgene 
Phillips as youth director. Phillips is an 
editor of youth Sunday School materials 
at the Baptist Sunday School Board. Gaye 
McGlothlen is pastor.

Jay Chance, director of the Brotherhood 
Commission’s Royal Ambassador Depart
ment, displays a new orientation tape cas
sette which presents the entire RA program 
on 60 minutes of tape. The cassette is de
signed for use in self instruction by RA 
leaders, committee, counselors, church staff, 
and others interested in the program. Mate
rial on the tape includes administration and 
educational procedures. It is available at 
Baptist book stores.

Tullock To Head Religion 
And Philosophy Department

John H. Tullock, professor of religion 
and Greek at Belmont college in Nashville, 

has been named chair
man of the Department 
of Religion and Philoso
phy, effective June 1, 
according to Glen Kel
ley, academic dean. He 
succeeds Roy A. Helton 
Sr., who has served as 
department chairman 
since 1956.

Tullock is a graduate 
of Carson-Newman col-

Tullock lege and Southeastern 
seminary. He received 

his Ph.D. from Vanderbilt in 1966. He has 
taught at Belmont since 1960.

Hamp Valentine is the new minister of 
education at Leawood church, Memphis. 
He comes from a similar position with the 
Britton church, Oklahoma City, Okla. 
Jerry Glisson is pastor.

Bob Carpenter has come to the Lamar 
Heights church in Memphis as pastor. He 
comes from Trinity church, Lebanon.

The new minister of youth and recrea
tion at Whitehaven church, Memphis, is 
Tom Rives. He is a graduate of Memphis 
State university. Lewis Ferrell is pastor.
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Home Mission Board Wins 10 Baptist PR Awards
SAN ANTONIO—The Home Mission 

Board of the Southern Baptist Convention 
and three other Baptist agencies dominated 
the total number of awards presented at the 
Baptist Public Relations Association’s 18th 
annual meeting here.

The Atlanta based SBC agency received 
10 awards, while the Baptist General Con
vention of Texas, the Foreign Mission 
Board, and Southwestern Baptist The
ological seminary tied for second with seven 
awards each.

The Home Mission Board, paced by Don 
Rutledge’s six photography awards, also led 
in first-place awards, with six of its ten 
awards being first in their respective cate
gories. Rutledge won four first-place 
awards.

The Southern Baptist Theological semi
nary, Louisville, won six awards, all pre
sented to Wesley M. Pattillo. The SBC 
Brotherhood Commission, Memphis, and 
Baylor university, Waco, Tex., netted five 
awards each, and the SBC Sunday School 
Board received four.

Cash Awards And Plaques
Special $50 cash awards and plaques went 

to John Earl Seelig and Don Hepburn of 
Southwestern seminary; Floyd Craig of the 
SBC Christian Life Commission; Jim New
ton of Baptist Press, Nashville; and Thomas 
J. Brannon of the South Carolina Baptist 
Convention.

Seelig, who collected six individual 
awards, collaborated with Hepburn for the 
first-place award for exceptional achieve
ment in the total publications program cate
gory. Their entry also won a special cash 
award and plaque.

A direct mail campaign by Craig won 
him both a first place in the direct mail cate
gory, and the Arthur S. Davenport Award, 
presented to the best entry in the total 
publications, total public relations, total de
velopment and direct mail categories.

A feature series by Newton on the Jesus 
movement won first place in the feature 
series category as well as the Douglas Tom
linson Award “for significant achievement in 
religious journalism.”

Brannon’s work on South Carolina Bap
tists’ sesquicentennial celebration won the

SCHOOL BUSES
1971, 60 passenger; have been used 

for ten months; are available immediately 
due to change in equipment specifica
tions. These buses have been kept up 
and are like new. List price was over 
$8000. They may be purchased now for 
just under $6000; in excellent condition 
including tires. Certified check or bank 
check required. 20 units available.

Contact; Frank T. Nee, Jr.
(230) 261-2525 (collect)

plaque and cash award in the total public 
relations program category.

Other Awards
Pattillo won three first-place awards in 

the feature photography series, newsletter, 
and catalogue categories.

The Home Mission Board’s leading total 
included Rutledge’s four first-place awards 
and two first-place awards by Walker Knight 
for the best magazine (Home Missions) and 
the best feature article (written by Dallas 
Lee).

Robert O’Brien for news story, and Mrs. 
Lynn Yarbrough for publications photog
raphy single, won the two first-place awards 
in the Texas convention’s total of seven 
awards.

Foreign Mission Board first places went 
to Richard Styles for advertising series; 
Fon Scofield for motion pictures; G. Nor
man Price, poster and promotional folder; 
and Jesse Fletcher and Stanley Nelson for 
general information literature.

The Brotherhood Commission’s five 
awards include one first place in the single 
advertising category by the Pioneer Royal 
Ambassador Magazine editorial staff.

The Sunday School Board’s four awards 
include one first place in the special events 
publications category by C. William Junker 
of the board’s National Student Ministries.

Other first-place awards went to the office 
of news services, Mercer university, Ma
con, Ga., for development brochure; Mrs. 
Lee Allen, Woman’s Missionary Union, 
Birmingham, filmstrip and slide presentation 
category; William Warmath, Union univer
sity, Jackson, Tenn., annual report; W. 
Howard Bramlette, SBC Education Com
mission, for letterhead; and Fred H. Cooper, 
Stetson university, DeLand, Fla., for news 
story series.

Four organizations tied with three overall

SUMMER TRIMESTER
MAY 1 - AUGUST 18

Mid-Continent Baptist Bible College
Mayfield, Kentucky 

(plus 9-week session beginning June 19) 
Write for Catalog to 

O. C. Markham, President

or Phone Toll-Free 
1-800-241-3166

D. R. Smith, right, was honored at special 
services recently for 50 years of service as 
Sunday School superintendent at Ralston 
church in the Weakley County Association. 
Smith began serving in the position in early 
1921. Shown with Smith above is the 
church’s pastor, John Phillips and Mrs. 
Charles Simmons, a church member, pre
senting a gift of appreciation from the 
church membership.

awards—Mercer, the Christian Life Com
mission, Union university and the Education 
Commission. (BP)

SOUTH PACIFIC TOUR

Tahiti, New Zealand, 
Australia, Tonga, Hawaii

Educational, Inspirational, 
Recreational

JUNE 15-JULY 5

Write: Dr. G. Allen West 
902 Broadfields

Louisville, Ky. 40207

FIRST MORTGAGE CHURCH BONDS
Registered as to principal and interest 

Interest payable semi-annually

Write CHURCH SECURITIES, INC.
(Formerly Church Investors)

4095 Clairmont Road Atlanta, Ga. 30341
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Church Music Conference 
To Feature Six Concerts

PHILADELPHIA—A half dozen con
certs, three messages, an open forum and 
three other presentations will be featured 
during the Southern Baptist Church Music 
Conference here June 9-10.

The world premiere of an especially-com
missioned anthem entitled, “With All that 
Man Has Done,” will also be performed 
- the Furman University Concert Choir 
iom Greenville, S.C., during the two-day 
leeting following the Southern Baptist Con

vention.
The anthem was written for the confer

ence by Buryi Red, composer, arranger, and 
resident of BR Productions in New York 
_ity, and Ed Seabough, asociate secretary 
■2 missionary personnel for the Southern 
Japtist Home Mission Board, Atlanta.

The proposed agenda for the confer
ence, to meet the First Baptist Church, 
17th and Sansom Streets here, was re
leased by Conference President Carl 
Perry, minister of music for First Bap
tist Church, Knoxville, Tenn. Sessions 
are slated from Friday morning, June 
9, through noon Saturday, June 10.
Concerts are scheduled throughout the 

meeting by the Singing Churchmen of Okla
homa; the Concert Choir of Furman Uni

versity; the youth choir of First Baptist 
Church, Huntsville, Ala.; the “Here and 
Now” Singers of Samford University, Birm
ingham, Ala.; the instrumental ensemble of 
First Baptist Church of Clarendon, Arling
ton, Va.; and “The Singing City” choir of 
Philadelphia.

The concert featuring “The Singing City” 
choir of Philadelphia will also include a spe
cial lecture by Elaine Brown, whom Perry 
described as one of the top women conduc
tors in the world.

Major messages will also be brought by 
Kenneth Chafin, director of the Evangelism 
Division for the Southern Baptist Home 
Mission Board, Atlanta; and Bill O’Brien, 
music misionary to Indonesia. Worship will 
be led by Richard E. Myers, pastor of Uni
versity Baptist Church, Charlottesville, Va.

An “open forum” panel involving six of 
the conference officers and leaders will dis
cuss “Where Do We Go from Here?” Four 
departmental conferences will delve into 
specific areas of emphasis in church music. 
The four conferences will deal with local 
church music, education, denominational 
music work and instrumental music. There 
will be a concurrent session for conference 
wives.

Several other special presentations are 
scheduled.

A session on “TV Techniques for Reli
gious Telecasts” will be led by Red, a con
sultant to the SBC Radio and Television 
Commission, and by Irvin “Shorty” Yea- 
worth, a New York television producer.

Other presentations will include an em
phasis on children’s choirs by Mrs. A. L. 
Butler of the music faculty, East Central 
State College, Ada, Okla.; and a presenta
tion by Loren Williams, music sales spe
cialist for Broadman Press, Nashville.

The conference will also feature an organ 
recital by Mrs. Joan Lippencott of West
minster Choir College, Princeton, N.J.; and 
a presentation of “Celebrate Life,” a new 
musical by Ragan Courtney and Buryi Red, 
performed by the Broadman Singers. (BP)

CHURCH FURNITURE 
by LINDSEY

DIRECT FROM THE 
FACTORY—PEWS, PULPIT 
TABLES, CHAIRS, FIBRE- 
GLASS BAPTISTRIES AND 
CLASSROOM EQUIPMENT

PHONE 615-762-2249
’s BOX 429

LAWRENCEBURG, TENN. 38464
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Nixon Unable To Address Southern Baptist Convention
BELLAIRE, Tex.—President Richard M. 

Nixon will not be able to address the 
Southern Baptist Convention in Philadel
phia, June 8, because of a schedule con
flict, the chairman of the committee that 
issued the invitation announced here.

Lee Porter, pastor of First Baptist church, 
Bellaire, and chairman of the SBC Com
mittee on Order of Business, said his com
mittee regretted deeply the schedule con
flict.

President Nixon, through a White House 
aide, told the committee that “in considera
tion of the President’s forthcoming trip to 
the Soviet Union, and other related matters, 
it is now apparent that he will not be able 
to take advantage of the opportunity to be 
with you at your convention.”

The letter to the committee was signed 
by Dwight Chapin, deputy assistant to the 
President.

that the White House had told him that 
the President’s trip to Russia had been 
extended to include Iran, and that there is 
a possibility for other stopovers and exten
sions to other countries.

Currently, the President is scheduled to 
leave for the Russia trip on May 22, and 
return May 31, though the date of the return 
could change.

Porter added that although the President 
will be in the United States on the day he 
previously had hoped to address the South
ern Baptist Convention, he will be involved 
in “debriefing” following the Russia trip.

The Houston area pastor denied staunch
ly that criticism from some quarters of the 
SBC of the President’s speaking to the con
vention during an election year had any
thing to do with the President’s inability to 
accept the invitation. (BP)

Hungarians To Get New 
Translation Of The Bible

Hungary is one of the countries in 
Eastern Europe where Scripture production 
has been going on throughout the post
World War II period. Between 1949 and 
1968, 220,000 New Testaments and Bibles 
were produced. The United Bible Societies 
have regularly sent paper to Hungary for 
this purpose.

During the last two years the special 
paper needed for 30,000 Bibles has been 
sent. This is an increase of 10 tons each year 
over the level of previous years.

Twenty-five thousand Bibles have just 
come off the press in Hungary, printed on 
paper sent in during 1971. In addition, 
5000 family Bibles are also now available.

Besides supplying the paper, the United 
Bible Societies also pay the customs fees 
on it. (EBPS)

Porter said in announcing the decision

'Serious Consideration'
Of Study Is Urged

An executive of the Southern Baptist 
Convention’s Christian Life Commission, 
the president of the American Baptist Con
vention, the president of the National Coun
cil of Churches, and 15 other religious 
executives have signed a statement urging 
national leaders to give “serious considera
tion” to a recent report of the President’s 
Commission on Population Growth and the 
American Future.

The report, calling for a “stabilized pop
ulation,” recommended liberalized abortion 
services, an increased investment in re
search on human fertility, and the exten
sion of health services related to fertility, 
including contraceptive services and volun
tary sterilization. The commission called 
also for more sex education materials and 
programs in public schools.

Foy Valentine, executive secretary of the 
Christian Life Commission and Mrs. Mar
cus Rohlfs, president of the American Bap
tist Convention, in signing the statement, 
said that they “publicly encouraged” other 
Americans to study the commission’s report 
and recommendations.

The Roman Catholic Church criticized 
the report. A spokesman for the United 
States Catholic Conference said the popula
tion commission was leading the nation “into 
an ideological valley of death” primarily 
because of its endorsement of abortion on 
request.
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Baptist PR Workers Slate 
Study Of Profession In SBC

SAN ANTONIO—Members of the Bap
tist Public Relations Association meeting 
here voted to ask a special committee to 
study the role and status of public relations 
as a profession in the Southern Baptist Con
vention.

The 85 conference participants elected as 
president, Tom Brannon, public relations 
director of the South Carolina Baptist Con- 
■'-ntion, Columbia; and as president-elect, 
klarence Duncan, administrative assistant 
oi the Southern Baptist Radio-Television 
Commission, Fort Worth.

Cutgoing President Catherine Allen of 
Birmingham, public relations consultant for

; SBC Woman’s Missionary Union, made 
. e proposal for a “blue ribbon committee 
' former presidents” to study the role and 
atus of public relations in the denomina- 

- on.

Johnson Heads Union's
Campaign Cabinet

Wallace E. Johnson, vice chairman of the 
oard of Holiday Inns and chairman of the
ard of Wallace E. Johnson Enterprises has 
epted the chairmanship of the Campaign 
-inet of Union University’s Advancement 
• gram to raise eight million dollars for a

campus complex near Jackson, Tennes-

eneral Chairman James E. Threlkeld, 
. rphis attorney, also released the names

hese prominent West Tennesseans as 
Ynet Members. John Cameron, vice presi- 

and treasurer, Choctaw, Inc.; William 
kroft, president and chairman of United 
, Inc.; Billy Hyman, president, Hyman 
ders Supply; George B. Jones, C.P.A., 

' <ior partner of George B. Jones & Co.;
.<eph H. Miller, neurosurgeon; Ramsey 

‘'Oilard, pastor, Bellevue Baptist church and 
president of the Union Board of Trustees, 
ail of Memphis; J. A. Hadley, president, J. 
A. Hadley Construction Company of 
Rutherford; and Glenn Rainey, president 
of Rainey Furniture Company of Jackson,

“The common interest, welding the cabi
net together,” according to Johnson, “is the 
desire to promote the cause of Union uni
versity’s program for the advancement and 
education of youth. Union is a college where 
religion and education are united in a single 
process which represents an attitude of life 
for the student.”

Union is planning the complete relocation 
of the campus to a more adequate and de
sirable site in Jackson. More than a cam
pus, plans call for an educational complex 
designed for 1200 students at an estimated 
cos* of $12 million, of which four million is 
anticipated or on hand, leaving eight million 
to be raised through private subscription.

“Our major failure in Baptist public re
lations has been our inability to communi
cate fully to management and administration 
what public relations is all about,” Mrs. 
Allen said.

“Public relations has always been misun
derstood,” she said. “The public relations 
director has often been expected to perform 
black magic, or has been confined to the 
narrow limits of press agentry.”

Mrs. Allen, the first woman president of 
the organization, also advocated equal pay, 
status and employment opportunities for 
women in Baptist public relations.

Women will work longer and harder for 
less pay than men, but just because they 
will, men should not ask them to do so,” 
she said.

Professional Ethics Discussed
Two discussion periods plus a major ad

dress by Southern Baptist Theological Semi
nary Ethics Professor G. Willis Bennett 
dealt with professional ethics of public re
lations.

Much of the discussion centered around 
what the public relations worker should do 
when his loyalties to truth and honesty come 
into conflict with his loyalties to “the boss 
who might want him to manage the news.”

Bennett told the group there are no easy 
answers to such questions, and each indi
vidual must decide under God what he must 
do in each situation. “I feel for you,” Ben
nett said. “You try to balance on a tight
rope.”

REV. THOMAS E. GATTON 
Pastor 2nd Bapt. Church, Knoxville, Tenn.

TOUR WITH ME...
TO

THE HOLY LAND, EGYPT 
AND EUROPE

Including

Frankfort, Munich, W. Berlin, E. Berlin, 
Athens, Corinth, Cairo, Nicosia, Tel Aviv, 
Tiberias, Jerusalem and Rome.

ALL INCLUSIVE-15 DAY TOUR-$1199
$100 down—Balance 24 Months

Leave Knoxville July 12th Return July 26th
Write today for your descriptive color brochure

5001 Sunset Rd., Knoxville, Tenn. 37914 Phone: (615) 525-3856

Another major speaker, Lester Kinsolving, 
who writes a syndicated religious news col
umn, praised Southern Baptist public rela
tions workers for refusing to manage the 
news and report only favorable develop
ments. But he also urged them to be more 
courageous.

“No dirty linen gets any cleaner under 
concealment, which often makes it dirty in 
the first place,” Kinsolving declared.

Another workshop speaker, John Howard 
Griffin, author of the book, “Black Like 
Me,” told of his experience as a white writer 
in chemically changing the color of his skin 
to live in the South for six months as a 
black man.

Nation Plagued By Cynicism
In another major address, a former South

ern Baptist minister who is now a special 
assistant to President Richard M. Nixon 
told the conference that a deep cynicism has 
plagued the nation, largely because of a 
myth that government would provide a 
panacea to all our ills.

“The tragedy of the late 60’s when our 
cities and campuses burned, and the sense 
of meaninglessness that possesses so many 
of our young men are partially results of 
our having high hopes met with revelations 
of failure,” said Wallace B. Henley of the 
White House staff.

New officers elected, in addition to the 
president and president-elect, include: John 
Ivins of the Virginia Baptist State Associa
tion, program vice president; Isaac Terrell 
of the North Carolina Baptist Children’s 
Homes, membership vice president; Bill 
Nunnelley of Samford university, news
letter editor; Marjorie Rowden of William 
Carey college, recording secretary; and 
Agnes Ford of Nashville, treasurer. (BP)
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130th Anniversary Observed 
At First Church, Jonesboro

Over 300 people attended activities com
memorating the 130th anniversary of First 
church, Jonesboro, Sunday, April 9.

The membership, chartered in April 1842, 
consisted of 15 members. Present member
ship is approximately 500.

Special activities for the event included an 
open house and reception for former staff 
members, a covered dish dinner, an old-fash
ioned worship service, and an historical 
pageant. Former pastors present were Rev. 
and Mrs. Robert Godfrey, pastor from 
1939-40, and Rev. and Mrs. W. L. Baker, 
1943-49. Godfrey is presently a field con
sultant with the American Baptist Conven
tion in West Virginia. Baker is pastor of 
First church, Donelson.

The anniversary sermon was delivered by 
the church’s pastor, Samuel Dean. Godfrey 
and Baker led in special prayer periods 
during the service.

BAPT ST 
BOOK 
STORE

734 Cherry St • Chattanooga, TN 37402 • (615) 267-3845
706 S. Gay St • Knoxville, TN 37902 • (615) 5288131
24 N. Second St • Memphis, TN 38103 • (901) 5250267 
1010 Broadway • Nashville, TN 37203 • (615) 242-5647

Baptist Work In Indonesia 
Will Expand With Hospital

RICHMOND—A crisis in Baptist work 
in Indonesia will be eased next fall when one 
unit of a newly constructed hospital is 
opened in the town of Bukittinggi on the 
island of Sumatra.

A missionary physician, Kathleen Jones, 
explained the situation while attending a 
medical missions conference here.

In June, Dr. Winfield Applewhite is 
scheduled to transfer to Bukittinggi from 
the Baptist Hospital in Kediri, Java. He will 
join Nurse Everley Hayes in making prepa
rations to open the 50-bed hospital, Dr. 
Jones said.

Baptist medical work in Bukittinggi is not 
new. Negotiations for land and a building 
permit for the hospital began in 1963 but 
were mired in legal proceedings.

In 1965 permission was finally secured 
to begin a clinic there which served over 
40,000 Indonesians during its five-year exis
tence.

The Indonesian Baptist Mission (organiza
tion of Southern Baptist missionaries) an
nounced early in 1970 that land and a 
building permit had been secured and con
struction on the hospital would begin 
shortly.

Dr. Jones, then stationed in Kediri, was 
the only Baptist missionary physician in In

Belgian Baptists Increase
Work With Language Groups

BRUSSELS — Belgian Baptists will in
crease their witness among German-speaking 
and Dutch-speaking citizens, according to 
announcements made during a meeting of 
the European Baptist Federation’s commit
tee for Belgium.

A lay missionary couple, Mr. and Mrs. 
Rainer Alexander of Bochum, Germany, 
will move to Belgium and continue Baptist 
work with German-speaking people in Eu
pen, near the German border.

They will concentrate initially on working 
with children and youth in cooperation with 
the Baptist church at nearby Aachen, Ger
many, according to Joachim Zeiger, home 
missions secretary for German Baptists. (BP) 

donesia at that time. Under her supervision, 
Nurse Ruth Ford (now retired) maintained 
the clinic in Bukittinggi for some time, 
anticipating the arrival of Dr. Frank B. 
Owen who was then on furlough in the U.S.

However, Dr. Owen suffered a fatal heart 
attack en route to Indonesia. Without a 
physician to take charge, the clinic had to 
be closed and construction of the hospital 
curtailed in July 1970.

Since then three physicians have been 
appointed by the Foreign Mission Board for 
Indonesia, and they are currently engaged 
in language study. (BP)

Are YOU growing as a Baptist?
As a Baptist in today’s world you need 
to know who you are-and where you 
are going. Here are books to help you 
find out
THE BAPTIST FAITH AND MESSAGE 
by Herschel H. Hobbs. A clear presen
tation of Baptist beliefs based on the 
statement of faith adopted by the 
Southern Baptist Convention.
(Convention) $1.00
TEACHING GUIDE. (Convention) .35 
POSTER SET. (Convention) $1.95
ENCYCLOPEDIA OF 
SOUTHERN BAPTISTS
A three-volume set on the history and 
development of the Southern Baptist 
Convention. (Broadman) $29.95
THE KEY TO TRIUMPHANT LIVING 
by Jack R. Taylor. A unique testimony 
of one church’s renewal through 
emphasis on the indwelling power of 
the Holy Spirit. (Broadman) $3.95
THE JESUS REVOLUTION
by William S. Cannon. Here they are. 
The young rebels and the “sick-of- 
myself" preachers who have found 
the living Jesus. (Broadman) $4.95
THE HISCOX GUIDE FOR 
BAPTIST CHURCHES 
by Edward T. Hiscox. This edition 
contains material on: Church Mem
bership, Christian Ordinances, Church 
Discipline, and The Church's Witness. 
(Judson) $2.95

SEVEN WAYS I CAN BETTER 
SERVE THE LORD
by James Robison. For those who 
have had it with a “pie in the sky” 
type of religion, who want a practical 
faith for the big and little things in 
life, James Robison has a real

Discover what “Being a Baptist in 
Today’s World” means. Visit your 
Baptist Book Store to see the special 
display of books and filmstrips.

message. (Broadman) $3.50 PARTNERS N GROWTH

BAPT ST 
BOOK 
STORE

r BAPTIST BOOK STORE BAPTIST BOOK STORE BAPTIST BOOK STORE BAPTIST BOOK STORE BAPTIST BOOK STORE BAPTIST BOOK STORE
u 
X

X 
§ 
0 
b 
E

0

g
X 
o 
o 
0
0
L 
2
u 
oc

X 
8 
0 
u 
E

CD

E 

s 

u 
I 

x 
o 
o 
0 
t; 
E 

u

x 
o 
o m
£ 
E
S

BAPTIST BOOK STORE Please send:
Quantity Item

Unit 
Price Total

0 >

3
0 
o 
o 
X

X 
n

3
3

Charge □ Account no.

Please open account □

Enclosed $

Name

Address

City.

Sub total

Sales tax 
Add 25c minimum delivery charge 
(additional charges will be billed)

TOTAL

n
0 >

§
0 >

5
0 
3 
O 
X 
co
3 0 M
> 
5
3
o 
o 
O

X n
0

3

State Zip X

o
BAPTIST BOOK STORE-"BAPTIST BOOK STORE "BAPTIST BOOK STORE BAPTIST BOOK STORE •BAPTIST BOOK STORE "BAPTIST BOOK 8TORE—J

Thursday, April 20, 1972 Page 13



LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Sunday School Lesson for Sunday, April 23, 1972

WHAT IS A CHURCH?

simple and new. Later divisions and di
versities created the denominations. The 
unity of the spirit in the bonds of peace 
is still possible for all real Christians.
Great Emotion The Issue in Glorious

By W. R. White
Baylor University, Waco, Texas

Basic Passage: Acts 2:41 to 3:26
Focal Passage: Acts 2:41 to 3:6

Hie church is not a building—it is not
ca preaching, teaching or praying. It is 

White

more than worship. It 
is all the spiritual exer
cises mentioned and 
much more. The church 
is an organism made up 
of living stones, fitly 
framed together in a 
compact whole, a colony 
of heaven set in the 
earth to demonstrate a 
new way of life.

It is a unique fellow
ship held intact by an 
inborn tie and the over

lordship of Jesus Christ. This fellowship is 
a warm outgoing of love which each one 
has for the other.

It is an assembly called out of and up to 
higher level of living by the uplifted 
irist. This same group is scattered among 

people during the week, living, witness-
- and sharing in the name of Christ, 
.letimes quietly just exerting influence, 

. orher times vocally speaking the truth in

owing Organism Acts 2:41-43
ose who joyfully accepted the word of 

h in their hearts were baptized. Three 
sand persons were added to them in
lay. They continued in the apostles’
ing. In other words, they were be- 

• ng more deeply rooted in the common 
•h, once for all delivered to the saints.

hey continued in a growing fellowship 
„<t was meaningful and distinctive. They 
ere becoming more and more a part of 

each other.
The pressure and persecution of bitter 

enemies, particularly the Sadducees at this 
.ime, drove them closer to each other. They 
evidently met in groups in their homes for 
die breaking of bread and prayers.

These disciples created a wave of holy 
awe among the people. In this atmosphere 
rhe apostles were instruments of God in 
performing many marvels and signs.
An Outgoing Love Acts 2:44-45

They were not given to a sentimental mu
tual admiration and indulgence. They did 
have a very affectionate affinity for each 
other. This was wonderful and beautiful 
but their fellowship went much further.

A desperate crisis faced them. Humanly 
speaking, it appeared that the young church 
faced extinction. At least those without in
fluence or status, particularly the poor, con

fronted a bitter frustration. All of those 
who had status and wealth completely 
identified themselves with the most un
fortunate and made available all that they 
had for distribution by the apostles, to 
every one who had need. None said that 
aught which he had was his own. This 
phenomenon seemed to have disappeared 
as the churches multiplied and grew. The 
necessity for such desperate expression of 
generosity ceased to exist.

There was an adequate response to a 
crisis in the Jerusalem church which arose 
later. It was a very generous response, by 
the churches planted by Paul on his mis
sionary journeys. There were some very 
sacrificial responses but they were urged 
by Paul to give according to ability, laying 
their gifts aside on the first day of the week 
as God prospered them.

Unity of the Spirit Acts 2:46-47
During the waiting period before Pente

cost, the disciples manifested a remarkable 
unity. The leaders, at least, had seen and 
walked with the risen Christ. After He dis
appeared in the ascension, leaving the 
promise of the Holy Spirit, they were drawn 
very close to each other, longing for the 
descent of the Holy Spirit.

The coming of the Holy Spirit upon the 
disciples cemented and stimulated that 
unity. The spirit of unity was obvious and 
beautiful and the structural unity was con
sistent with this attitude since it was very

Action Acts 3:1-6
The baptism of the Holy Spirit aroused 

and enlisted the highest emotions. They 
were very faithful in prayer and worship. 
Their ecstatic experiences made them very 
outgoing.

Peter and John were on their way to 
worship in the temple by the way of the 
beautiful gate. They encountered a con
firmed beggar of years to whom no doubt 
they had thrown a small coin several times. 
This time, being without money, they gladly 
shared with him something far better. In 
the power of the Holy Spirit and the name 
of Christ they healed him completely. A 
dream which no doubt he had long given 
up became a fantastic reality. He walked, 
leaped and praised as he entered the temple, 
a whole man for the first time.

UHUKUli . 
BUILDINGS 
FINANCED

WRITE
P. 0. BOX 15292 

NASHVILLE, TENN. 37215
COOPERATIVE 

CHURCH FINANCE, INC.
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From the
Executive Secretary

By W. Fred Kendall
We have just enjoyed a good Library 

Convention at the East Ridge Church in 
Chattanooga. I want to discuss the great 

importance of church li
braries and the place 
they occupy in the 
church life. I also want 
to discuss reading and 
its place in our spiritual 
growth. The two go to
gether and have a grow
ing importance in this 
culture in which we work 
today.

We are glad that so 
many churches are de
veloping libraries and

that so many of the larger churches have 
large and much used libraries. This pro
gram has grown very much in the churches 
in the last few years and the Sunday School 
Board has rendered a splendid service for 
the churches.

The church library furnishes help for all 
of the teaching programs of the church. 
Many reference books aid in the necessary 
research which teachers must do in prepar
ing for the many kinds of teaching which 
is part of the continuing programs of the 
churches. Study is also stimulated by offer
ing books which encourage reading courses.

Much information is made available con
cerning the denomination. There is not 
much excuse for members not working to
ward being well informed Baptists. Books 
on Baptist doctrine, Baptist history, and on 
the organization and work of the conven
tions are most helpful. Study course books 
are now well written and cover a wide range 
of studies which can give one a very good 
opportunity to know his denomination.

Children’s books are another very im
portant field where the church library can 
render one of its greatest services. Publish
ers have produced some of the finest books 
for children of all ages. They are most at
tractive as well as very interesting and in
forming for the children. They are also 
widely used in the churches.

By careful planning and budgeting even 
the small churches are able to gradually 
build good libraries which render a great ser
vice to their members. Miss Mary Ander
son, Church Training Department, is in 
charge of the promotion of church library 
work for the Tennessee Baptist Convention. 
She is always glad to assist churches in any 
way possible to meet their needs in planning 
and promoting their library work.

Libraries afford a fine opportunity for 
many to continue a reading program in their 
individual lives. Since I finished the semi
nary, I have tried to read at least one good 
book each week. I have not always had the 
time but have done so most of the time.

Historically:
From the files

50 YEARS AGO
During the annual meeting of the 

Board of Trustees of Carson-Newman 
college, Jefferson City, J. Pike Powers 
resigned as president of the board, a 
position he held for 33 years. Cecil 
H. Baker of Knoxville, was elected 
to succeed Powers. During the same 
meeting, the executive committee was 
authorized to begin work on the build
ing of a home for the president of the 
school, made possible by a gift of 
$5000 by Powers.

Terry Martin resigned as pastor of 
First Baptist church, Blytheville, Ark., 
to return to Tennessee as a full-time 
evangelist.

20 YEARS AGO
First church, Gatlinburg, 115 years 

old, dedicated new facilities valued at 
$214,568.35. J. O. Carter served as 
pastor.

Calvary church, New Duck River 
association, was organized and Leon 
H. Heibeck was called as pastor. 
The church began as a mission origi
nally sponsored by Shelbyville Mills 
church in the same association.

First church, Martin, Thomas W. 
Pope, pastor, ordained George Mack 
Horton, Jr., into the gospel ministry.

10 YEARS AGO
Bill Hazelwood of Martin, a stu

dent at Southwestern Baptist Theo
logical seminary, Fort Worth, Texas, 
was called as pastor of Corinth Bap
tist church, Decatur, Texas.

Georgian Hills church, Memphis, 
dedicated a new, two-story, red brick 
educational building. Bernard Camp
bell served as pastor.

Finley church, Finley, burned a ten- 
year note on a two-story educational 
building after a five-year period.

Reading great devotional books and great 
Christian writings helps one to grow spirit
ually and intellectually. It keeps one’s quest 
for knowledge alive and helps to invest time 
in personal growth and the best of entertain
ment and use of leisure time. Never have 
more very fine books been available than 
now and many old books which have proved 
their worth through the years are being re
printed by popular demand. Growing 
libraries afford many people a great oppor
tunity to carry on a continuous program of 
selective reading. This is a great service 
of the churches.

On Matters of

chiving

By Dr. B. David Edens, 
Director, Marriage and
Family Program
Stephens College
Columbia, Missouri 65201

Pleasure Seen Central To 
Child's Total Growth

An estimable number of researchers in 
child development have come up with the 
conclusion that the most essential ingredi
ent in young children’s total development is 
—fun. That’s right—pleasure, playfulness 
and enjoying, enjoyable people to share it 
all with.

“It is common agreement in the field that 
growth, development, health and high levels 
of cognitive and affective functioning in 
children are associated with continuous, on
going participation in actions and interac
tions that are full of pleasure and playful
ness,” report sociologists Philip Lichtenberg 
and Dolores G. Norton in their roundup of 
findings of recent studies funded by the Na
tional Institutes of Mental Health, Cogni
tive and Mental Development in the First 
Five Years of Life (Pub.-NIMH, Chevy 
Chase, Md.)

“If parents and children have fun to
gether, if caretakers and infants laugh, play 
at words, satisfy each other, act in an ani
mated and joyful way, glory in their mutual 
liveliness, the infants and children will grow 
into intelligent, happy, searching, curious, 
creative human beings,” research suggests.
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News Analysis

Nixon Pledges Support For 
Nonpublic Education System

By W. Barry Garrett

WASHINGTON—-When a president of 
the United States makes a public policy 
speech, it is subject to careful analysis from 
every possible viewpoint. President Nixon’s 
speech on nonpublic education before the 
National Catholic Educational Association 
in Philadelphia on April 6 is fertile soil in 
which the seeds of understanding can grow.

An understanding of such a speech must 
take into account political realities, per
sonal convictions of the speaker, public 
policy trends, and the nature of the issues 
which are addressed. This analysis is a very 
brief discussion of some of these factors in 
the President’s remarks to the Catholic 
educators.

For whatever it is worth, this is the 
second time Mr. Nixon has made major 
statements before Catholic audiences within 
a period of eight and one-half months. The 
first was on Aug. 17, 1971, before the 
international meeting of the Knights of 
Columbus in New York City.

"Reaffirm . . . Commitment"
The speech also occurred following a 

V'hite House announcement that the 
■•resident’s schedule does not permit him 
_g address the Southern Baptist Convention

Philadelphia in June.
urthermore, the speech was made a 

’iGulh following the report of the Presi- 
Jenfs Commission on School Finance. It 

as made about two weeks prior to the 
oected public release of the report of his 

bp 'cial Panel on Nonpublic Education, 
b aired by President Clarence Walton of 
the Catholic University of America.

Mr. Nixon explained to the Catholic 
educators why he wanted to speak to 
them—“to reaffirm the commitment I made 
last August when I said to the Knights of 
Columbus meeting in New York City, in 
your fight to save your schools, ‘You can 
count on my support.’ ”

He also stated his broader objective by 
saying, “What we really seek in America is 
an educational free market.” He explained 
this by saying that “nonpublic schools give 
parents the opportunity to send their 
children to institutions that they choose.”

In other words, President Nixon is seek
ing a major change in the nation’s educa
tional system.

To support his objective, the President 
claims that the present educational system 
denies to many parents “freedom of choice” 
of the schools which they want their chil
dren to attend. This is the standard line that 
proponents of public aid to parochial 
schools have taken for many years.

Offered Moral Code
The President charges the public educa

tion system with failure to provide quality 
education for the poor and for minority 
groups. He appears to think that public 
support for nonpublic schools would close 
this gap.

Mr. Nixon adds the charge that public 
schools have failed to provide the values 
of honor, of morality, of love of country 
and of religious faith. Nonpublic schools 
would fill this need, he seems to think.

Referring to nonpublic schools, the 
President said: “Children who attend these 
schools are offered a moral code by which 
to live. At a time when the trend in educa
tion is too often toward impersonal 
materialism, I believe America needs more, 
rather than less, emphasis on education 
which emphasizes moral, religious and 
spiritual values.”

These are points that make it difficult to 
challenge Mr. Nixon’s views on education. 
Too many people agree with him without 
getting at the root of the problems of the 
nation. He knows the mood of the nation 
and is responding to that mood.

It has become popular in recent years to 
blame the public schools for many of the 
ills of the country. This has been acceler
ated by a revolt against rising taxes, by 
misrepresentation of Supreme Court 
decisions, by highly emotional race issues, 
and by the social upheavals that have beset 
the nation during the past decade.

We need to ask, however, whether or not 
major responsibility for causing and curing 
these ills rests elsewhere than on the public 
schools, as for instance the homes, the 
churches, the governments of the nation.

Restrained In Specific Promises
It needs to be pointed out that the 

President’s Philadelphia speech to the 
Catholic educators was restrained in specific 
promises. While he was most emphatic in 
his pledge to design measures “to preserve 
the nonpublic school system in the United 
States,” he was extremely cautious in 
specifics.

He warned the Catholics that his plans 
would require time, that quick solutions are 
not available. He said that his final recom
mendations must be equitable, workable 
and constitutional. All of these are high 
hurdles for him to overcome before he 
achieves his goals.

A major section of the President’s speech 
dealt with the financial plight of nonpublic 
schools and with the effect on the nation if 
such schools were forced to close. Did he

Children’s Homes

Volumes of Words
By James M. Gregg 

Executive Director-Treasurer
It has been figured out by some genius 

that most people speak enough words in one 
week to fill a large 500 page book. In the 
average lifetime, this would amount to 3000 
volumes or 1,500,000 pages!

It would take at least a week’s supply of 
words for me to properly thank you, my 
Tennessee Baptist friends, for all you have 
done to make possible this ministry to chil
dren and their families. You have prayed 
you have given of your resources, and 
you have shown your love and interest in 
many, many ways. Thank you very much.

Now, on behalf of these helpless, home
less children, and in Jesus’ Name, I am again 
asking for your help. We need at least 
$250,000 from the Mother’s Day Offering in 
our churches across the state. You can be 
a real part and have a part in this urgent 
and much needed love offering. I know I 
can count on you. The children are count
ing on you. God is counting on you.

really intend to imply that without the non
public schools the nation cannot provide a 
public school education for all children? 
Does he mean to say that it would cost less 
to support two separate school systems than 
one good one?

Some contradictory elements in the 
President’s speech are plain. He pointed 
out that nonpublic school enrolment has 
crested and is on the decline. Yet he 
proposes massive efforts to help such 
schools.

Mr. Nixon warns of impossible costs to 
provide public education for all if the 
nonpublic schools close. At the same time 
he said that “it would be misleading to 
suggest that Catholic education and non
public schools in general are about to 
disappear altogether.”

Politically speaking, the President’s drive 
for help for nonpublic schools looks like 
this. He pointed out that 70 per cent of 
the financial burden (in the event of the 
closing of the Catholic schools) would fall 
on seven states: California, New York, 
Illinois, Ohio, New Jersey, Michigan and 
Pennsylvania.

These states, it should be noted, provide 
a total of 202 votes in the Electoral College 
for the election of a president. Only 268 
electoral votes are required to win the 
presidency.

If Mr. Nixon can win the electoral votes 
in these seven states, he will need to pick 
up only 66 more votes in the remaining 43 
states to be re-elected.

With political support for the President 
running strong in non-Catholic states, it is 
little wonder that he is focusing major 
attention on capturing Catholic support 
this year. (Editor’s Note: Mr. Garrett is 
editor of Church and State magazine.
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