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Effort To Squelch Commentary Floored;
Stewardship Commission To Continue

By JAMES A. LESTER, Editor

PHILADELPHIA—A smooth-running convention, meeting in an historic Baptist city, last week 
brought together more than 13,000 Southern Baptists, including about 800 Tennesseans for the annual 
session of the Southern Baptist Convention.

Elected president of the Convention, succeeding Carl E. Bates, was Owen Cooper, Yazoo City, Miss. 
Cooper is the first layman in 13 years, and the sixth of this century to be named president of the Con
vention. Named first vice president of the Convention was James Coggin.

Elected as second vice president was C. W. Bullard of Philadelphia, superintendent of mis
sions for the Delaware Baptist Convention. Bullard defeated Charles N. King, pastor of Corinthian Bap
tist church, Frankfort, Ky., in a runoff election. King was the first Negro nominated for a major con
vention office.

Others who were nominated for the office of president were James E. Coggin, pastor of Travis Ave
nue Baptist church of Fort Worth, Texas; Mrs. R. L. Mathis of Waco, Texas, director of student activi
ties of Baylor university and president of Woman’s Missionary Union; Fred Rhodes of Washington, 
D.C., a Baptist layman and deputy administrator of the Veteran’s Administration; James P. Wesberry, 
pastor of Morningside Baptist church of Atlanta, Ga.; and Dotson M. Nelson, pastor of Mountainbrook 
Baptist church of Birmingham, Ala.

Three Tennesseans were re-elected to Convention offices. They included W. Fred Kendall, Executive 
Secretary of the Tennessee Baptist Convention as registration secretary; Clifton J. Allen, recording 
secretary; and Porter Routh, treasurer.

In a decisive action Tuesday, the Convention rejected an effort to have the 12-volume Broadman 
Bible Commentary withdrawn and rewritten. The final two volumes of the commentary are scheduled 
for release this month. The action on the Commentary this year ended, apparently, efforts to remove 
it from circulation which began in 1970, at the Denver Convention, when the Convention did approve 
withdrawal of Volume One, dealing with Genesis and Exodus.

Motion to withdraw the commentary was made by Gwin Turner, Los Angeles, Calif., pastor. The only 
speaker in rebuttal to the motion was Herschel H. Hobbs, a former president of the Convention, and 
pastor of the First Baptist church, Oklahoma City.

In making his motion, Turner attacked sections of the series dealing with Leviticus, Deuteronomy, 
Esther, Job and Psalms. Following Hobbs’ rebuttal, the motion to withdraw the set was defeated by a 
substantial majority.

The Convention, which moved through a series of inspirational messages as well as numerous re
ports, adopted a record $33,042,506 budget for its next fiscal year.

In reports from the Executive Committee, one sec tion from the Committee of Fifteen which called for
(Continued on page 5)



Warner Heads Pastors’ Conference; 
Challenges Issues In Many Areas

By David Keel

SBC Pastors Elect Vander 
Warner, Jr., President

PHILADELPHIA—Vander Warner, Jr., 
pastor of Grove Avenue Baptist Church, 
Richmond, Va., is the new president of the 
Pastors’ Conference of the Southern Baptist 
Convention.

Warner succeeds John R. Bisagno, pastor, 
^irst Baptist Church, Houston, Texas, the 
inference was held June 5 prior to the 
rnual sessions of the Southern Baptist Con- 
'ention.

Elected to serve with Warner were Frank 
Minton, pastor, Tower Grove Baptist 
Church, St. Louis, Mo., vice president and 
lames L. Pleitz, pastor, First Baptist Church, 
Pensacola, Fla., secretary-treasurer.

Speakers for the one-day conference in- 
Juded: Carey Miller, pastor, Central Bap- 
isl Church, Aurora, Colo.; Minton; Warner; 
-•ss Moody, pastor, First Baptist Church, 
Vest Palm Beach, Fla.; Adrian Rogers, 
-J or, First Baptist Church, Merritt Island, 
11._ Jerry Autrey, evangelist from Houston, 
xas: Charles Graves, pastor, Nichols Hills 
piist Church, Oklahoma City, Okla.; 
ues Coggin, pastor, Travis Avenue Baptist 
ich, Fort Worth, Texas; Doug Tipps, 
:celist from Conroe, Texas; Richard 
jie. evangelist from Houston, Texas; and 
G. Lee, pastor emeritus, Bellevue Baptist 
urch, Memphis.
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Doctrines Make A Difference
Miller, speaking on “Doctrines That Make 

a Difference,” outlining the pre-eminence of 
our Saviour, the purpose of our salvation, 
the power of the spirit, and the praise of the 
saints.

Speaking on the subject “Ministering to 
the Whole Man,” Minton based his remarks 
around what he called “The Crushing Enemy 
of the Population Explosion.”

The Missouri pastor alluded to the fact 
that we have family breakdowns, drug abuse, 
mental illness, unemployment, crime, liquor 
with its drinking drivers and broken homes, 
and immorality He continued by saying 
that in the midst of these overwhelming 
problems comes the answer—Jesus Christ— 
the same yesterday, today, and forever.

Warner spoke on “God’s Man Surviving 
the 70’s,” saying that “If God’s man, the 
preacher, is to survive the 70’s, he has to be 
a man who has gotten it all together.” He 
continued, “Modern man recognizes that 
he must go beyond himself, he must be ob
jective to find the truth.”

“Man with all he knows, apart from God, 
is inversely or reversely related to truth. He 
reaches the reverse conclusion to truth,” 
Warner said.

He indicated there must not be incon-
(Continued on Page 6)

By Jim Griffith
Father’s Day is a special occasion 

marked by the giving of loud neck
ties, kind words, and special con
sideration.

Who knows? Why, on his day, the 
children may even let daddy use the 
car!

You see, in many homes, the mem
bers of the family have worked out a 
kind of agreement: the father wears 
out a pair of shoes while the rest of 
the family wears out a set of tires.

But be that as it may, there are 
many glad moments connected with 
being a father. When the graduating 
class at Yale university was asked the 
question: “What man in the world 
do you most admire?”—a majority 
answered: My father.

And it is well to note that, seem
ingly, the one who succeeds at being 
a father is not necessarily the one 
who has given his children a lot of 
things but has remembered that the 
best offering he can make to his chil
dren is the gift of himself.

Devotional

Who Is A Father?
By Harold Sorrells, Pastor

Lockeland Baptist Church, Nashville
In his essay on “Who Is Father?”, Carlyle 

Marney cites a scene from the broadway 
play “Fanny”. The sailor, Marius, at last 

returns to Marseille.
Months prior he had left 
his disappointed father, 
Ce’sar, and his sweet
heart, Fanny, to become 
a runaway and go to sea. 
Fanny, in her distress 
turns to the huge, bris
tling and strong Panisse, 
who marries her and 
gives her child a. name 
and a father. When Mar-

Sorrells ius returns he is startled 
to discover what has hap

pened. Of course, he wants his own child 
and in a moment of despair he cries to 
Ce’sar, “Who is the father, the one who 
gives life or the one who buy the bibs?” 
Ce’sar comes to his finest moment in the 
play when he tenderly answers, “The father 
is the one who loves!”

Most fathers would deny the charge they 
do not love; most fathers do love. But the 
one thing most mothers say children resent 
is the passivity of their father’s love. A 
father is one who loves actively. Too many 
little boys get all their fathering from some 
old man on the block who will listen to 
them every day.

What is a father anyway? The root mean
ing is “that one from whom I get my 
strength.” When Jesus used the word 
“father” it meant “that one from whom I 
get my strength.”

Who is a father? A father is one who 
loves and gives strength. How good it is 
when the father can be that one who gives 
strength, that one who loves, as well as 
that one who gave life in the beginning.

LCA Benevolence income 
Up 2.3% Over 71 Period

NEW YORK—Benevolence funds re
ceived by the Lutheran Church in America 
for the first four months of 1972 have in
creased by 2.3 per cent over the same pe
riod last year.

Dr. Carl M. Anderson, treasurer of the 
denomination, reported that $6,541,608 
had been received by May 15, compared 
with $6,393,533 a year ago.

If LCA Appeal funds are added, he said, 
the 1972 total is $6,661,569, or 4.1 per 
cent ahead of the $6,397,280 for the same 
period in 1971. (RNS)
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WMU

Mrs. Mathis Renamed WMU Head;
Chafin Salutes Baptist Beginnings

By Eura Lannoin

PHILADELPHIA—The Woman’s Mis
sionary Union, auxiliary to the Southern 
Baptist Convention, began the first major 
event of the week-long series of Baptist meet
ings here Sunday evening in the Philadelphia 
Civic Center.

Astronaut James B. Irwin, command pilot 
for the Apollo 15 lunar module and first 
Southern Baptist layman to walk on the 
moon, gave his personal testimony.

Kenneth L. Chafin, director of the evan
gelism division for the Southern Baptist 
Home Mission Board, Atlanta, saluted Bap
tist beginnings in Philadelphia.
Orchestra Featured

A 40-piece symphony orchestra of New 
York musicians under the direction of con
ductor Buryi Red was featured.

Keynote speaker W. A. Criswell, speak
ing on the WMU convention theme “Free
dom’s Holy Light,” predicted that free
dom’s holy light will shine over our nation 
only so long as our people look to God in 
fear, reverence and holy worship.
Freedom Under God

Criswell warned, “If freedom’s holy 
light burns in all of the world it must be in 
the name of the true God and our Saviour, 
the Lord Jesus Christ. There is no hope in 
any other.”

Monday’s sessions were held at the acad
emy of music auditorium in downtown 
Philadelphia. Presiding at all sessions was 
Mrs. R. L. Mathis, president, Waco, Texas.
Enlargement Encouraged

In her annual report to WMU, Miss Alma 
Hunt of Birmingham, Ala., executive secre
tary, invited the members to return to their 
churches with a zeal and creativity for 
bringing more women into the missions or
ganization. She also hinted that enlistment, 
enlargement and increase in magazine sales 
would be the major thrust of WMU next 
year.

Mrs. Mathis was re-elected to a third term 
as president of Women’s Missionary Union. 
Mrs. Roy Snider of Camden, Ark., was re
elected secretary. Vice presidents of the 
WMU organization are the state WMU 
presidents. Mrs. Bob Peek of Athens is 
president of the Tennessee WMU. Chosen 
as members-at-large to the WMU Execu
tive Board were Mrs. Huber Drumwright of

Fort Worth, and Mrs. Edward Byrd of 
Florence, S.C.

Warren Rawles, Christian social minis
tries specialist for the Home Mission Board, 
pled for the women to become more involved 
in the ministry and witness to persons of 
special need and circumstance. He spoke 
specifically of drug abuse as a major crisis 
area in which Southern Baptists should go to 
work.
Gratitude For Freedom

Roy Glamery, missionary physician on 
furlough from Gaza, reminded the women 
to be grateful for their freedom, a close 
associate of Mavis Fate, a Baptist mission
ary nurse accidentally killed this year by 
terrorists, he described the missionaries’ re
action to the tragedy.

“The people thought we might leave, 
taking away medical hope for 200,000 refu
gees,” but we explained that “we were 
working for God, and would not leave.”

Music for the Monday sessions was di
rected by William R. O’Brien, and Irene 
Jordan, internationally-known concert artist 
and soloist with the Metropolitan Opera

Association. Mrs. Winston Crawley of Rich
mond, Va., was organist and Elizabeth Gill 
White, teacher in Bowie, Md., pianist.

Have To Be Missionaries
Elton Trueblood of Richmond, told the 

women, “It is not enough to support mis
sions, you have to be missionaries your
selves. The church should be a society of 
missionaries if the Southern Baptist Conven
tion with its great heritage of missions would 
take the next step, that of believing that all 
are called and all are involved in missions, 
we would bring in a new Christian era.”

James Irwin of Houston, Texas, in his 
second address to the women said, “I now 
see my mission as one of sharing not only 
the scientific discoveries caused by space 
travel but the need for man to live on the 
spaceship called earth in peace. Jesus 
Christ is the Prince of Peace. He shows us 
the way to live. He is the only hope for 
peace in this weary land.” He detailed his 
religious growth since the moon voyage. 
Irwin will quit the space program Aug. 1 to 
enter full-time religious work.

Returning to the United States only this 
week from Bangladesh, missionary James 
F. McKinley, Jr., related the ordeal of his 
family during the Bengali War for Indepen
dence. The McKinleys and their four chil
dren were under fire for several months. 
When his children asked, "Daddy, are you 
afraid?”, his reply was, “Yes, but I believe 
that God will take care of us.”

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR 
Place it in your church budget now!

WMU OFFICERS: Mrs. R. L. Mathis (center) of Waco, Tex., was re-elected to a 
third term as president of Woman’s Missionary Union at its annual meeting in Phila
delphia. She is flanked by Miss Alma Hunt (left), executive secretary of the auxiliary 
of the Southern Baptist Convention, and Mrs. Roy Snider of Camden, Ark., who was 
re-elected secretary.
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Convention Reflections
The Baptist witness, strength and influence probably 

was strengthened to an unusual degree, by the sessions 
of the Southern Baptist Convention held in Philadelphia 
last week. Some evidence of this rested not only in the 
action of the Convention with regard to the Broadman 
Bible Commentary, but the decisiveness with which the 
Convention acted.

Seme would have made a major floor fight out of a 
,v.<ion that all of the Broadman Bible Commentaries be 

chdrawn from circulation. This was based upon an an- 
w .ncement prior to the Convention that such a motion 
n'Oidd be made. The proposed motion received consider- 
. h advance publicity. When it was made, the author 

he motion spoke for about five minutes. There was 
re rebuttal to the proposal. Opportunity was given for 
■ , pie discussion. However, the interesting and to us 

. .mficant point was that although there was ample oppor-
Ty for discussion it was quite obvious that no one 
iiv wanted to discuss the motion. The vote was called 

The motion was defeated by a substantial majority.
This much detail in an editorial is valid because it ap- 

■ co indicate that the Convention as a whole senses 
. the time has come for emphasis upon majors. The 
" appeared to say that there was confidence, even re- 
•' d confidence, in the Sunday School Board as well 
-.her agencies of the Convention. We predict that the 

and sentiment of the 1972 Convention was such 
for the next several years there will be renewed co- 

. a lion, confidence, and openness in mutual esteem and 
ctian love. What could have continued to be a sniping 
at ion—however well meaning—now will be, evidently, 

. .ere cooperative endeavor. This single action, requir- 
hig j ess than 15 minutes of actual Convention time, pro- 

Jbiy will be recorded in the future as a decisive move 
rward.
Out of three proposals submitted by the Committee of 
Teen of the Executive Committee, and through that 

Committee to the Convention, two were approved. Those 
. ealing with minor changes in the structure of the Radio 
and Television Commission and in the Brotherhood Com- 
mission were approved. The Convention did reject a 
Recommendation from its Executive Committee that the 
Stewardship Commission be abolished and that functions 
of this Commission revert in 1973 to the Executive Com
mittee administrative staff. The Commission does per
form a valid function. However, action of the Convention 
reminds again that when Southern Baptists establish any 
type of working entity, it likely is established permanently.

Election of Owen Cooper, sixth layman in this century 
to be named as president of the Convention, came as no 
great surprise. For Mr. Cooper, we pray God’s blessings 
and Divine direction upon and for him. It was apparent 
that sentiment for a layman to be president was strong, 
had been building up for several years, and that Cooper, 
in the minds of many, was the man for the position.

Enrolment of messengers came close to the 13,000 
mark. Considering the location, Philadelphia, this was a 
good attendance. We do wonder at times if more con
sideration could not be given to future sessions being held 

in the “Baptist population center” rather than on the 
fringe areas. We have nothing against the fringe area meet
ing places, but it does cost more people more money, and 
does cut down on the number who might otherwise attend.

There were numerous resolutions presented to the Con
vention. We would not disparage a single one of these 
resolutions. However, it did appear that some had more 
sound than substance. It just might be that the day will 
come when those planning to submit resolutions should 
be asked to submit them in advance to the Resolutions 
Committee, with that committee having opportunity to 
study in advance and make appropriate recommendations 
concerning these resolutions. This would avoid some 
duplication, and save time.

A few years ago, it would have been unusual for resolu
tions to be presented urging considerations for objectors 
to military service, or resolutions dealing with rather 
strong anti-war statements. Perhaps it is a sign of matur
ity that the messengers listened with courtesy, some in 
agreement, but at least listening politely to others whose 
views differed markedly from their own. If a resolution 
gets to the Convention floor, then the messengers vote as 
they wish. However, some of the harshness of other years 
was absent.

It just could be that the Convention is coming of age, 
and that it will exert an increasingly stable influence upon 
a society which needs Jesus Christ so desperately, and 
apart from whom there is no answer.

Replacing the Cornerstone
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CONVENTION PAGEANT: A pageant de
picting Baptist heritage was presented by the 
SBC Historical Commission during the de
nomination’s convention in Philadelphia.

SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION
(Continued from Page 1)

abolishment of the Stewardship Commission 
during 1973 was defeated by the Conven
tion. The original proposal called for func
tions of the Stewardship Commission to re
vert to the Executive Committee at the end 
of 1973. Two other recommendations from 
the Committee of Fifteen, through the Ex
ecutive Committee to the Convention, deal
ing with some minor changes in the Brother
hood Commission and the Radio and Tele
vision Commission were approved.

A major feature of the sessions this year 
was presentation of a pageant sponsored by 
the Historical Commission which centered 
around early Baptist influence and witness 
in Philadelphia. The Philadelphia Associ
ation was organized in 1707, and was the 
first group of Baptist churches organized for 
missions and fellowship on the North Amer
ican continent.

Matters of referral from the 1971 Con
vention to the Executive Committee for re
port this year brought clarification on the 
question of a doctrinal reader for the Sun
day School Board. That Board had in 
February presented to the Executive Com
mittee a statement defending use of a doc
trinal reader. Board Executive Secretary 
James L. Sullivan told messengers this year 
that the terminology would be changed to 
make the position identifiable as “manu
script analyst” rather than “doctrinal 
reader.”

In resolutions approved Wednesday, mes
sengers took strong stands against pornog
raphy on television and in motion pictures, 
anti-semitism, and government support of 
religion. Action by the Convention on anti

Union University Winner
Among 17 Displays Commended

PHILADELPHIA — Seventeen exhibits 
among the 58 on display at the Southern 
Baptist Convention here were commended 
by the Baptist Public Relations Association.

Exhibits were judged in categories ac
cording to cost and were rated on the basis 
of attention command, imagination, theme 
application, and educational value, said 
Catherine Allen, past president of the or
ganization.

Winners in the least expensive category 
were first place, Seminary Extension De
partment; second, Home Mission Board 
interfaith witness department; third, Sunday 
School Board People to People Project.

In the second most inexpensive category 
winners were first, Union university; second, 
Home Mission Board church extension de
partment; third, (tie) Ouachita Baptist uni
versity and Stewardship Commission.

The third category winners were first, 
Brotherhood Commission; second, Radio 
and Television Commission; and third, ad
ministrative services section of the Baptist 
Sunday School Board church administration 
department.

Winners in the most expensive category 
of exhibits were first, Home Mission Board, 
second, the six seminaries; and third, For
eign Mission Board.

semitism brought quick and favorable re
sponses from spokesmen for the American 
Jewish Committee which praised the resolu
tion as an “historic act of friendship and 
fraternal solidarity . . .”

The religious liberty statement in effect 
called for renewed commitment by Baptists 
to the principles of religious freedom, and 
cautioned Baptist schools against receiving 
government aid. The resolution protested 
also the taxation for support of church activ
ities.

Messengers adopted also a resolution 
which in effect encouraged Southern Baptist 
churches to support financially the American 
Bible Society.

A total of 29 resolutions were introduced 
to the Convention.

At a press conference following his elec
tion, Cooper asserted his belief in the in
spiration of the Scriptures, but not in the 
inspiration of any commentaries. He de
clared that commentaries should be read 
with an open mind, and said: “I’m not 
afraid of ideas different from mine.” Cooper 
had expressed disapproval of any withdrawal 
of the Broadman commentaries, and said 
also that: “I do not think that the Southern 
Baptist Convention is in any danger of being 
overcome by liberalism in the classic 
sense . . .”

At the Wednesday session, messengers 
asked the Annuity Board to increase bene
fits for a group of retired ministers. The mo
tion approved dealt with those “who retired 
in previous years under totally inadequate

“Student’s Speak Up”: College students, 
given time on the Southern Baptist Con
vention program, urged messengers to in
crease support of their efforts to reach stu
dents for Christ.

retirement plans,” according to Harvey T. 
Whaley. Charleston, S. C., who introduced 
the motion.

Speaking before the Convention Wednes
day night, Billy Graham called on mes
sengers to renew their faith in the Scriptures 
and dedicate themselves to missions and 
evangelism.

Graham, who addresses the Convention 
almost every year, said that he felt South
ern Baptists need a fresh experience with 
God, a sensitivity to the problems of men, 
and to move out in the world in the power 
of faith.

“It is possible for a great denomination 
like this to be overtaken with old age,” the 
evangelist warned. “We can fall victim to 
the same hardening of institutional arteries, 
loss of creative vitality and detachment from 
the dynamic Spirit of God which afflicts 
other denominations.” He reminded those in 
attendance that there is “a danger if we 
substitute an intellectual system for a living 
faith and if we hang onto dead forms of 
worship and evangelism rather than seeking 
for new and powerful instruments of com
municating the faith.”

Messengers asked Dotson M. Nelson 
pastor of Mountainbrook Baptist church of 
Birmingham, Ala., to preach the annual ser
mon at the next meeting in Portland, Ore. 
Alternate preacher is Charles Trentham of 
First Baptist church, Knoxville, Tenn. The 
1973 Session will meet in Portland, Oregon, 
June 12-15.

The Convention voted to meet in Mem
phis, Tennessee, June 14-16, 1977.

BULLETIN
According to Porter Routh, Execu

tive Secretary-Treasurer, Executive 
Committee, Southern Baptist Conven
tion, early reports indicate no damage 
to Baptist property in the Rapid City, 
South Dakota, floods. Routh said 
Monday that there were no known in
juries to any church or denominational 
staff members in the immediate area 
of Rapid City.
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PASTORS’ CONFERENCE
(Continued from Page 2)

sistencies between lip and life with God’s 
man, saying that “The man who stands be
fore the altar needs an audience with the 
God of the altar,” and “what this sad world 
heeds is a man who can get an audience 
with God.”

Moody closed the morning session, speak- 
: ng on “The Jesus People.” Moody said that 

• movement cannot be defined, only de-
■bcd. “Some say it is a marriage between 
-civative Christianity and the youth 

nnter-culture of the late sixties,” he con- 
.teo. He said that others feel it is a 
c ; er of the Jesus freaks and church young 
oole. Moody cited a contributing factor 

he movement as the disillusionment of 
- oung with the promises of mind expan- 
nism—drugs promise a great deal but 

r much less than heralded.

Six Essentials
?gers declared that “It’s an insult to al- 

hty God to say we cannot have revival.” 
ien spoke of the man of God, saying 
men of God know they are God’s men. 
hrey spoke on “Six Essentials” for 

■ s people to be the kind of people he de
hem to be. He listed the essentials as: 
A worthy in the vocation to which we 
een called; to be an humble people; to 

PASTORS CONFER IN PHILADELPHIA: Baptist ministers and guests attending 
the pastors’ conference in Philadelphia can be seen over the shoulder of speaker Vander 
Warner Jr., pastor of Grove Avenue Baptist Church, Richmond, Va. Pastors met in 
the 13,500-seat Convention Hall prior to the annual Southern Baptist Convention 
meetings.

be a united people; to present sound doc
trine; to be spiritually mature; and to be 
completely dependent upon Christ for ev- 
rything.

Graves then spoke, outlining “A Good 
Thing to Say About a Fellow,” saying “. . . 
few people are so sold on themselves that 
they cannot sense in the lives of others 
some strains of personality, character, and 
usefulness they covet for themselves.” He 
cited John the Baptist as an example saying 
he is one man in the Bible about which 
little is known. “But no one was better 
known or more respected than John in the 
brief day God appointed him,” he continued. 
Speaking of modern man, Graves said, “The 
question is not whether we are going to be 
square or not, but whose square we are going 
to be.”

Example of Spirit at Work
Coggin closed the afternoon session and 

spoke on the subject, “Be Filled with the 
Spirit.” He cited historical examples of the 
holy spirit at work in the lives of men— 
Abraham, Jonah, Isaiah, Moses, Ezekiel, 
Elisha, Elijah and all the other Old Testa
ment prophets of God. “How wonderfully 
blessed it is to be living in the days when 
historically the full truth of redemption is 
out, salvation is completely accomplished, 
the great transaction is done,” Coggin con
tinued. He challenged the pastors to be

Terry Dale Smith, 10, looks over a recent 
yearbook at the Harrison-Chilhowee acad
emy’s exhibit in Philadelphia.

filled with the Holy Spirit of Almighty God 
if they desired to tingle and vibrate from 
the very sole of their feet to the top of their 
heads.

Tipps began the evening list of speakers as 
he spoke on “God in Control.” “As we read 
the Old Testament,” he said, “we are steadi
ly impressed that God has a direction of 
leadership ... we might interpret the whole 
Old Testament under the categories of God 
revealing himself to men and calling these 
men to be his own.” He indicated that in 
all of history’s drama the theme remains 
God’s priority of involved control. “This 
may very well mean that God is in con
trol of your life and your ministry today,” 
he told the pastors. As he continued he said, 
“One of the most supportive foundations on 
which you may ever stand is the faith that 
God is somehow providentially involved in 
your life.” He concluded by saying, “When 
the earthly novel is complete God will write 
‘The End’ . . . when this drama is over it 
will be God who draws the final curtain, for 
God is in control.”

Lee closed the conference as he spoke 
on “Highways to Havoc,” pointing these out 
as the highway of wickedness, criminality, 
abuse and misuse of sex, booze, materialism, 
forgetting God, infidelity, modernism, Bible 
neglect and ignorance, and the highway to 
heaven.

“Go on, go on . . . after Jonah swallowed 
this whale and walked over the water to 
join Samson on the ark, then what hap
pened?”
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Tax Reform Proposals Affect Churches And Their Agencies
WASHINGTON—Churches and their 

agencies will be severely affected if newly 
proposed tax reform legislation is approved 
by Congress and if new legislation is not 
enacted to continue certain tax benefits.

Specifically, the new proposal calls for 
the elimination or review of income tax 
deductions for charitable contributions, 
which include gifts to churches. It also sets 
a date for an end to the provision allowing 
the exclusion of the rental value of parson
ages.

The bill, which leaders say will come up 
for a vote in early summer, calls for the 
termination of charitable contribution de
duction by Jan. 1, 1976. Also to terminate 
by the same date is the provision allowing 
the exclusion of the rental value of parson
ages.

Rep. Wilbur D. Mills (D., Ark.), chair
man of the House Ways and Means Com
mittee, and Sen. Mike Mansfield (D. Mont.), 
majority leader in the Senate, introduced 
the measure simultaneously in both houses 
of Congress.

Both Mills and Mansfield took great pains 
to explain that the inclusion of items in the 
long list of provision to terminate by cer
tain dates does not mean approval or dis
approval of this deduction allowance.

The purpose of the bill, according to the 
sponsors, is to provide “an orderly and sys
tematic review of virtually all provisions of 
the Internal Revenue Code giving any spe
cial exclusion or deduction or special tax 
rate to any particular type of group or cate
gory of income.”

The bill would cause 54 sections of the 
tax code to lapse in three groups of 18. The 
first group would end by Jan. 1, 1974; the 
second one year later, and the third list, in

Edward Glover, right, director of Alumni 
Affairs for Carson-Newman college, meets 
with Armando Silverio, Home Mission Board 
Italian work in Pennsylvania, at the Carson- 
Newman display exhibit during the South
ern Baptist Convention in Philadelphia last 
week. Silverio, a frequent speaker in Ten
nessee churches, is pastor of the Rolling 
Hills Baptist church near Pittsburgh.

eluding charitable contributions and the 
rental value of parsonages, would end by 
Jan. 1, 1976.

Among the other provisions scheduled to 
terminate which may affect churches or 
church agencies are these: medical and 
moving expense deductions, the capital gain 
treatment of lump-sum distribution from 
pension funds, the tax exemption for credit 
unions and certain mutual insurance funds, 
the deduction for nonbusiness interest, and 
the exclusion from gross income of scholar
ships and fellowships.

In a speech to the Senate when the bill 
was introduced, Mansfield supported strong
ly the need for tax reform and stressed the 
value of having Congress review “and re
new every preference if it is to be con
tinued.

“If a preference has clear validity, then 
Congress will renew the provision,” Mans
field said. (BP)

Religious Educators 
Name Durst President

Philadelphia—Attendants at the 17th an
nual conference of the Southern Baptist Re
ligious Education Association confronted a 
wide range of educational issues, heard a 
series of speakers and elected officers dur
ing a two-day meeting here.

John K. Durst of Columbia, S.C., director 
of the Sunday School Department of the 
South Carolina Baptist Convention, moved 
into the association’s presidency. He suc
ceeded Joe Burnette, minister of education, 
First Baptist Church, Charlotte, N.C.

Luke Williams, director of church activ
ities, First Baptist church, San Antonio, 
Tex., was named president-elect.

Vice-presidents are Roger Skelton, pro
fessor at Golden Gate Baptist Theological 
seminary, Mill Valley, Calif., and Robert 
Fulbright, supervisor of the children’s sec
tion of the Sunday School Department, 
Southern Baptist Sunday School Board, 
Nashville.

William E. Young, children’s section 
supervisor of the Sunday School Board’s 
Church Training Department, was re-elected 
secretary-treasurer.

Several speakers urged the religious edu
cators to lead church members to convert 
spiritual power into direct action.

“Compassion is more than a tingling sen
sation in the gizzard—it’s something you 
do,” said Peter Rhea Jones, assistant profes
sor of New Testament Interpretation, South
ern Baptist Theological seminary, Louisville, 
Ky.

“What we must have are more truly con
verted people in Southern Baptist churches 
and institutions,” said Carl E. Bates of Char
lotte, SBC president.

Alumni Director Dan Bates, right, ac
quaints Lewis Sewell, left, pastor of the 
Metairie Baptist church in Metairie, La., 
with the Union university display at Phila
delphia’s Civic Center during last week’s 
Southern Baptist Convention.

Ramsey Pollard, left, who resigned re
cently as pastor of the Bellevue church in 
Memphis, meets with a former member of 
his church, Eldon K. Sparrow, during the 
Southern Baptist Convention. Sparrow is 
now serving with the Radio and Television 
Commission of the Southern Baptist Con
vention.

Two workers with youth subcultures 
urged the religious educators to open up 
creative ministries to young people.

“If you are going to lead them, you have 
to get out there with them,” said Fenton 
Moorhead, minister to the generation gap at 
First Baptist church. West Palm Beach, Fla.

In an unscheduled appearance. Astro
naut James Irwin of Houston said his re
cently announced retirement from both the 
U.S. Air Force and the space program will 
give him “the opportunity to get out and 
share a message of science and religion” 
with persons all over the world.
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The Fellowship church in the Weakley 
County Association has purchased a new 
bus for its bus ministry and has started con
struction of a new church building.

In the McMinn Association, North 
Athens church has begun a bus ministry and 
have started also a children’s worship serv
ice. David Webster is pastor.

The pastorium for the Greenback Mem
orial church, Chilhowee Association, has 
been rebuilt. The building and contents 
burned just before Easter. Clarence Sexton 
is pastor.

'Two Rivers church, Nashville, has voted 
Io purchase approximately 20 acres of land 
ear their present location in Donelson. 

A 'chitects and the church’s Building com- 
uittee are conducting studies for the best 
■\e of the land, located directly across from 
Opryland. Cost of the site was $300,000.

jmes Henry is pastor of the church.

Chapel Hill church, Beech River Associ- 
ton, ordained Willie Hugh Pusser and O. 
. Little as deacons recently. John Lowe is 

oast or.

In the Concord Association, H. Parke and 
>uh Hasty were ordained as deacons of 

• Giles Creek church. The church licensed 
e Dodson to the gospel ministry. Janies 
’th is pastor. Tn the same association, the 

, 'ker church has installed aluminum sid- 
' r and built a new porch across the front 
< the church. Patrick Jones is pastor.

r angelists Hold 17th Meet
PHILADELPHIA—The 17th National 

Conference of Southern Baptist Evangelists 
met at the Academy of Music here on 
Wednesday afternoon during a time when 
"he convention was not in session. Some 
1500 persons were in attendance. Richard 
Hogue, president, presided.

Program personalities included: Leonard 
Ravenhill, a Methodist pastor; James Robi
son of Hurst, Texas; John Bisagno of Hous
ton. Texas; Hogue; music evangelists, and 
others.

Ravenhill told the group that “We are 
standing in the most critical moment in 
human history,” and “If the church of Jesus 
Christ were ever to discover the power of 
the Holy Spirit, then a new phase would be 
written in the history of the world.”

Robison sounded a warning note as he 
said. “You preachers better not be afraid 
of the Holy Spirit because it’s the only hope 
of the church.”

Bisagno noted that “Throughout history 
there has been the subtle ‘if I could only do 
what I want to’ . . . now in the last five 
years we have a generation that can do what 
they want to . . . they have done it all and 
still are not happy . . . and the Spirit of 
God is rushing in to satisfy their appetites.”

In the Dyer Association, the Enon church 
has installed wall-to-wall carpeting, painted 
the interior of the auditorium, and installed 
new overhead ceilings and lighting systems. 
N. E. Presley, is interim pastor.

Hawthorne church in the Dyer Associ
ation has ordained Don Layman and David 
Petrie as deacons. David Chappell is pastor 
of the church.

First church, Jackson, was presented a 
new Van. Trevis Otey is pastor.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES
Robert E. Hammer has been called as 

pastor of First church, Winchester. Decherd 
First church has called Jake Stricklin as pas
tor. He is already on the field. James 
Growden, pastor of the College Street 
church, has resigned to enter New Orleans 
Baptist Theological seminary.

Two new pastors in the Wilson County 
Association include Ray Green who comes 
as pastor of the Trinity church and Wilbert 
Taylor who will begin serving June 25 
as pastor of the Barton’s Creek church. 
Taylor comes from Kentucky, and Green 
has been serving near Huntsville, Ala.

Glenn McDaniel is the new pastor at the 
Palmersville church in the Weakley County 
Association. He has served three other 
churches in the same association during the 
past three years.

After serving seven years as pastor of 
the Pleasant View church, Nolachucky As
sociation, Clyde Robertson has resigned to 
retire to South Carolina. During his service 
to the church, he baptized more than 100 
persons. In the same association, J. B. Gul
ley resigned as pastor of the Montvue 
church to return to Calvary church, Mor
ristown. He will serve the Morristown 
church as associate pastor in evangelism and 
teaching.

The new minister of youth and music at 
First church, Fayetteville, is David Carter. 
J. Arnold Porter is pastor of the church.

Dennis Wester, a junior at Carson-New
man college, will serve as summer recreation 
and youth director for the Broadway church 
in Maryville. He is a native of Knoxville 
and has served as minister of music at the 
Loveland church there. Raymond Smith is 
pastor.

First church, Kingston, has extended a 
call to David Sharp to become pastor of the 
church. Gary Marsh is assistant pastor.

In the McMinn Association, East View 
has called Edward Casteel as pastor. He 
comes from the Calvary Missionary church 
in Decatur. The Pond Hill church has called 
Paul Stinnett as pastor. He is already on 
the field.

New officers of the Southern Baptist Reli
gious Education are (from left) John K. 
Durst, of Columbia, S.C., president; Luke E. 
Williams Jr. of San Antonio, Texas, presi
dent-elect; Robert G. Fulbright of Nashville, 
vice-president; and William E. Young of 
Nashville, secretary-treasurer. Roger Skel
ton of Mill Valley, Calif., (not in picture) 
was elected as an additional vice-president.

"On To College" Packet 
Sent Free To Churches

An “On to College Day” packet of ma
terials is being mailed free this summer to 
pastors, local campus student directors, 
state student directors, associational mis
sionaries and vocation youth workers.

The packet contains promotional ma
terials for a local church’s “On to College 
Day” program and lists available resource 
materials for use in planning this emphasis.

McClanahan Is Elected 
By Southern Alumni

PHILADELPHIA—John H. McClana
han, pastor, First Baptist Church, Pine Bluff, 
Ark., was elected president of the Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary alumni associ
ation last week. James L. Pleitz, pastor, 
First Baptist Church, Pensacola was named 
President-elect, and Margaret Gillaspie, 
WMU secretary for Indiana Baptists, was 
named secretary.

Harville Petty was called as pastor of the 
Cypress Creek church, Beulah Association, 
and is already on the field. He comes from 
Johnson’s Grove.

In the Hamilton County Association, 
Elmer Piper, Greeneville evangelist, has 
been called as pastor of the East Lake 
church. The Red Bank church has called 
Nathan Lavan Modling as assistant minister. 
Ralph E. Norton is pastor. Elmer J. Foust 
is the pastor of the Spring Creek Road 
church. He comes from the Olive Springs 
church of Marietta, Ga.

Steve Witt has been called as pastor of 
the Antioch church, Bradley Association. He 
was ordained recently by East Ridge church 
in the Hamilton County Association. C. 
Henry Preston was his pastor.

Pleasant Ridge church, William Carey 
Association, has called Jerry McGehee as 
pastor.
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Religion Around the World
Paul M. Stevens, executive director of the 

Southern Baptist Convention Radio and 
Television Commission in Fort Worth, has 

Stevens

been named to receive a 
special award from Re
ligious Heritage of 
America in Washington. 
Stevens will be among 
several others in the mass 
media honored at the 
Faith and Freedoms 
Awards breakfast June 
23 in Washington during 
the Religious Heritage of 
America’s 22nd annual 
national awards program. 
The national interfaith 

religious organization dedicated to preserv
ing America’s Judeo-Christian heritage cited 
Stevens “for his outstanding achievements in 
building the SBC Radio and Television 
Commission into the forefront of religious 
broadcasting in America.”

A two-week workshop on Christian mis
sions and ministries in urban settings will 
be held for state mission directors, associa- 
tional and metro-church leadership at South
eastern Baptist Theological seminary, Wake 
Forest, N.C., July 17-28. The course, held 
jointly with a seminary class on urban 
studies at the seminary will give special at
tention to the work of the association and 
mission strategy.

B. Lezelle Owens has accepted the posi
tion of academic dean with the Luther Rice 
seminary in Jacksonville, Fla. He is a 
grade of Stetson university in DeLand, Fla., 
and received his B.D., and Th.D. degrees 
from New Orleans Baptist Theological semi
nary. He has served as pastor of churches in 
Louisiana, Florida, and Tennessee.

PARANA, ARGENTINA — Speeches 
made here during the 64th annual Argentine 
Baptist Convention reflect concern on the 
part of Argentines that they take prime re
sponsibility for evangelizing their own 
country. The convention was host to 374 
messengers from 150 churches. Esteban 
Elias is the convention’s executive secretary.

J. Malcolm Edwards, longtime minister 
of music at Broadway Baptist church in 
Fort Worth, has been named manager of 
the music department for the Southern 
Baptist Convention Radio and Television 
Commission. He is a graduate of Baylor 
University and Southwestern Baptist Theo
logical seminary.

Grady Cothen, president of New Orleans 
Baptist Theological seminary, will be the 
featured speaker on the program of the As
sociation of Southern Baptist Colleges and 
Schools in its annual meeting June 19-21. 
The meeting is scheduled to be held at 
William Jewell college in Liberty, Mo.

Midwestern Alumni
Officers Are Elected

PHILADELPHIA—John W. Dowdy Jr. 
of Kansas City, Mo. was elected president 
of the Midwestern Baptist Theological Semi
nary Alumni Association at a luncheon 
Wednesday at Hotel Sheraton.

Other officers chosen were John Hack
worth, Bolivar, Mo., vice-president; and 
Robert Perry, Excelsior Springs, Mo., secre
tary.

The luncheon program, which was atrib- 
ute to retiring president Millard J. Ber- 
quist, included testimonies from Midwestern 
graduates who spoke of their appreciation 
for the leadership and dedication of the 
seminary’s first president.

Berquist has been Midwestern’s president 
for 15 years and is scheduled to retire July 
31.

Southwestern Alumni 
Name Fletcher Head

PHILADEDPHIA—Jesse Fletcher, direc
tor of the mission support division of the 
Foreign Mission Board, was elected presi
dent of the Southwestern Seminary Alumni 
Association during the annual luncheon 
Wednesday.

Other officers elected were Joe Burnette, 
minister of education, First Baptist Church, 
Charlotte, N.C., vice president and presi
dent elect; and John Seelig, assistant to the 
president at the seminary, secretary.

Ramsey Pollard, pastor, Bellevue church, 
Memphis, Tenn., until his retirement June 1, 
presided at the luncheon in the Philadelphia 
Sheraton Hotel. More than 500 attended.

Annuity Board Reports 
Record Gains To SBC

Largest of the two agencies, the SBC An
nuity Board, Icoated in Dallas, reported that 
its totalw funds held in trust reached a new 
high of $292,705,482 at the end of the year. 
The funds are invested and used to pay re
tirement and other benefits for Southern 
Baptist pastors, denominational and church 
workers who participate in the agency’s pro
tection plans. A total of $9,887,604 in bene
fits were paid to nearly 7500 annuitants.

Just before the Annuity Board presented 
its report, the Southern Baptist Foundation 
told the convention messengers that its trust 
corpus rose o a record $11,668,378 at the 
fiscal year’s end. The funds are invested and 
administered to benefit specific Southern 
Baptist causes as designated by the person 
or agency placing the funds in the Founda-

Figures released by denominational offices 
of the Lutheran Church in America show a 
total membership of 3,190,891 in the 
church. This is an increase of 11,251 over 
the total when it was formed out of the 
merger of four Lutheran bodies in 1962.

Grace church, Tullahoma, dedicated its 
new sanctuary (430-seating capacity) and 
remodeled facilities recently. The project 
cost approximately $82,000. Jewell Pruitt 
is pastor.

Presbyterian, U.S., Group 
Opposes Merger Plans

ATLANTA—A conservative coalition 
within the Presbyterian Church, U.S. (South
ern) declared here that it is unconstitutional 
for the denomination to merge with the 
United Presbvterian Church or the “Church 
of Christ Uniting”—proposed name of the 
denomination envisioned by the Consulta
tion on Church Union.

Representatives of four groups—Con
cerned Presbyterians, Inc., Presbyterian 
Churchmen United, Presbyterian Evange
listic Fellowship, and Presbyterian Journal— 
issued a document entitled “Faith and Pur
pose of the Steering Committee for a Con
tinuing Presbyterian Church,” after it had 
been adopted unanimously by the coalition.

“We believe it is not given to individ
uals, boards, agencies, or judicatories to leg
islate taxes, programs, rules, inquiries, or 
demands upon members of the courts or 
churches,” the statement declared. (RNS)

New Books
Jesus and His Teachings by Fred L. 

Fisher, Broadman Press, 157 pp., $4.95.
Did Man Just Happen? by W. A. Cris

well, Zondervan, 120 pp., $.95.
Simple Sermons on Conversion and Com

mitment by W. Herschel Ford, Zondervan, 
127 pp., $2.95.

Caught With My Mouth Open by Winnie 
Christensen, Harold Shaw Publishers, 143 
pp., $1.25.

Closer Than a Brother by David Winter, 
Harold Shaw Publishers, 160 pp., $1.45.

It’s Alive by Gladys Hunt, Harold Shaw 
Publishers, 118 pp., $1.45. The dynamics of 
a small group Bible study.

Who Died Why? by John Eddison, Harold 
Shaw Publishers, 95 pp., $1.25.
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Laymen Held Key In Spiritual Renewal
PHILADELPHIA—The director of evan

gelism for the Southern Baptist Home Mis
sion Board led a parade of speakers at the 
Southern Baptist Laymen’s Conference in 
predicting that spiritual renewal is coming 
in the churches through a more involved 
laity.

Kenneth Chafin of Atlanta said the 
numbers of lay people involved in personal 
soul winning is increasing rapidly through 
the stimulation of lay evangelism schools. 
He noted that the churches baptized 412,000 
people last year, the second largest number 
in SBC history.

The evangelism director said he already 
has 1000 people trained to teach lay evan
gelism schools.

‘‘I'm dreaming of the day when more than 
one million laymen will go out from church
es each week to share what Jesus Christ 
means to them.”

Chafin took Southern Baptists to task for 
failing to minister adequately nearby.

“We're not beginning to make the dent 
in our communities that we should,” he said.

West Is Elected
By Missions' Leaders

Philadelphia—G. Allen West, executive 
di cetor, Long Run association, Louisville, 

, former pastor of Woodmont church, 
■ishville, and former Tennessee Con- 

vcntion president was elected president 
of the Southern Baptist Superintendents of 
missions during that group’s annual meeting. 
Wcsi succeeds Harold Gregory, superinten
dent of missions, Nashville association.

Elected to serve with West were: Hugh 
Chambliss of Huntsville, Ala., vice presi
dent; Burtt Potter of Omaha, Neb., secre
tary; and Robert Helmich of Muskogee, 
Okla., treasurer.

Speakers for the meeting included: Rus
sell Bennett, Jr., assistant director of as- 
'.ociational services, Home Mission Board 
of the Southern Baptist Convention; Albert 
McClellan, program planning director, 
Executive Committee of the Southern Bap
tist Convention; and Gregory.

Bennett told the group, “The J. R. Gray 
theory of each congregation being a King
dom of God in itself is more Jeffersonian 
politics than Baptist doctrine.” He con
tinued, “The Bible teaches more about mu
tual fellowship than congregational sep
aration.”

McClellan told attendants “The role of 
the association in the Baptist movement is 
essential.” He continued by saying that “The 
association as an organization is secondary 
to the association as a fellowship.”

Gregory closed the conference with a 
message on “New Frontiers in Associational 
Missions,” saying, “If we’re not a fellowship, 
we’re nothing.”

Chafin listed four responsibilities of the 
churches in providing the environment for 
spiritual renewal in the church. They were 
regular specific opportunities for training in 
witnessing, dealing realistically with people’s 
fear of opening themselves personally to oth
ers, learning to trust the people with the 
gospel, and defining evangelism in terms of 
sharing Jesus Christ.

Carl Bates, president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, also majored on lay re
newal, noting that there are no halfway 
Christians.

Bates, who is pastor of First Baptist

Congratulates

TEMPLE BAPTIST CHURCH

on selling $540,000 of a $600,000 7% Church Bond Issue in 5 days

Kingsport, Tenn.

William Pennell, Pastor

EWING BAPTIST CHURCH

Through the use of the ^dfmbaMador plan your church can have a quick 

and successful bond issue to finance your needs, contact the

P. O. Box 725

Brentwood, Tenn. 37027 

Phone (615) 834-3133

you-rie othen.

Nashville, Tenn.

on selling a $140,000 6]/2%-7% Church Bond Issue in 572 hours.

Should your church be required to pay more than 7%.

x

Church, Charlotte, N.C., told the men, 
“Give me 10 converted men and the Greek 
New Testament, and I’ll build a church this 
side of hell . . . where people are pouring in 
by multiplied millions every day.”

Ira Craft of Columbia, S.C., chairman of 
the laymen’s conference committee, lead a 
series of laymen in calling for laymen to 
turn their lives over to Christ totally.
WVVVVVVVVVVVVlWvtVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVWVVVVWVVVVVVVVVVVVlVVVVVVV^^

Fiber Glass Baptistries 
Repair Old and Build New
Call 292-4029 or Write 

Ashbaugh Fiber Glass
P.O. Box 894, Nashville, Tenn. 37202

VVVVVWVVWVIVVIAWVVIWVVVIWVVVIVVVVVVVVVVWVVW^^

mance

5
N'

n

Page 10 Baptist And Reflector



UNIFORM SERIES
Sunday School Lesson For Sunday, June 18, 1972

Meeting God Through Prayer
By William Dodson, Pastor 

First Baptist Church, Martin

Focal Passage: Matt. 6:5-15

PURPOSE OF THE LESSON. To point 
out the scope and attitude of the prayer 
of the believer who communes with God in 
prayer.

When one prays, strength is renewed, 
every need is supplied, inward joy is in
creased, our supply of grace is guaranteed, 
our minds are fortified, and our fellowship 
with God is maintained and deepened. It 
is often said that “prayer changes things”. 
Prayer also changes the pray-er, for as we 
pray, we experience a renewal of strength.

There are some things that can only bring 
loss to our lives. Certain habits, such as the 
use of alcohol or the practice of gambling, 
remind us of the loss that can come to an 
individual. However, prayer is the one exer
cise that always brings gain and is always 
profitable. James teaches that “the effectual 
fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth 
much.” (James 5:16b)

Prayer ought to be a priority in the life 
of every Christian. It is the most important 
spiritual exercise in which we engage. We 
fail when we put prayer second or third. 
Instead of making prayer fundamental we 
make it supplemental. When one crowds 
out prayer, he suffers. Paul states that we 
should “Pray without ceasing.” (I Thess. 
5:17) To “pray without ceasing” means to 
live in all your working moments in com
munion with God. It is practicing the 
presence of God, a moment by moment fel
lowship with God.

The Bible is filled with examples of men 
who met God through prayer. One great 
example can be seen in the life of Elijah. 
As an ordinary man who prevailed in prayer, 
he had power over darkness (the forces of 
evil in his day); he had power over drought 
(the forces of spiritual drought of his day); 
and he had power over death (the forces of 
spiritual death of his day plus the physical 
death of the widow’s son).

In our lesson passage today Jesus not only 
teaches us how to pray but also points out 
the attitude with which we should pray.
Jesus Teaches How To Pray 
(Matt. 6:5-15)

Let us first see what the Bible does not 
teach. “Thou shalt not be as the hypocrites,” 
Jesus commands, (verse 5) who do not really 
commune with God, but pray for display. 
Those who pray in this manner receive their 
reward, not the answer to their prayer, for 
they did not pray. Jesus commends private 
prayer; in fact, He commands it. This 
precept does not forbid praying in the 
presence of others where the prayer is sin

cere and in no degree for show. Jesus and 
his disciples prayed with others. Nor does 
the precept forbid the lifting of the heart to 
God in the crowded streets or a busy office 
or factory. However, one is far more likely 
to do this if he has regular meetings with 
God in some quiet place.

Jesus also condemned the use of “vain 
repetitions,” mere formal prayers without 
any real praying. One is not to repeat over 
and over set forms, as though there were 
some virtue in the mere act of repeating a 
set of words. Jesus forbids all insincere, 
hypocritical praying. In the story of the 
Pharisee and the Publican Jesus pointed out 
the fallacy of hypocritical praying.

The Word of God teaches us that God 
“knoweth what we have need of, before ye 
ask Him.” (verse 8) He is the Father of 
the believer. The Hebrew from earliest his
tory had looked upon God as the Father of 
His people, but Jesus picked up this ancient 
truth and made it the very center of His 
religious teaching. Prayer should be like a 
child communicating with his father. God 
does not need to be reminded over and over 
again. Prayer, which is the soul of religion, 
is man’s way of maintaining real communion 
between God and man.
The Model Prayer (Matt. 6:9-13)

Luke states that Jesus gave the model 
prayer at the request of one of the disciples 
for some form of prayer. (Luke 11:1) Jesus 
said, “After this manner therefore pray ye.” 
(Matt. 6:9) Jesus gave this model prayer not 
as a set form of words but as a model upon 
which all true prayer should be based. The 
model prayer can be divided into three 
parts: worship (verses 9-10), petition (verses 
1 l-13a), and praise (verse 13b). The verses 
on worship (verses 9-10) give respect to 
God’s name, bid His Kingdom come, and 
petition for God’s will to be done. The 
verses on petition (verses 11-13a) ask God 
for our daily needs, for pardon, for strength, 
and for deliverance. The verse on praise 
(verse 13b) is a beautiful ascription of praise 
to God, that to Him alone belong all author
ity and power.

This prayer is a model, or pattern, prayer. 
Jesus said that we are to pray “after this 
manner.” (verse 9) Spurgeon describes it as 
“a model on which to fashion our prayers.” 
The words of this, prayer provide adoration 
to God the Father. Prayer begins when one 
approaches God. We must come before 
Him with adoration and worship. Two 
truths are emphasized here. First, an up
ward relationship with God is indicated by 
the word “Father”. This prayer is for the 
children of God who have been born again

Calvary church, Kingsport, dedicated its 
new sanctuary (500 seating capacity), left, 
and remodeled facilities recently. The build
ing program cost approximately $200,000. 
James Austin is pastor.

and become members of His family. (See 
John 1:12-13 and Gal. 3:26) Second, rever
ence is indicated in the words, “Our Father 
which art in Heaven.” Although believers 
have been brought into a holy and intimate 
relationship with God in salvation, we must 
always come before Him with due reverence. 
We approach God with worship in our 
hearts and adoration upon our lips.

A Motive For Sincere Praying 
(Matt. 6:14-15)

The Christian ideal in prayer is that of 
honesty and sincerity. Jesus warns against 
a motive of getting praise from men. The 
Pharisees loved to pray in the synagogues 
and on street comers where they could be 
seen. However, real prayer lays open wholly 
the inner man to the light of God. Prayer 
must be sincere and not a hypocritical show.

Jesus points out in verses 14-15 that for
giveness is dependent on forgiving. Jesus 
used the story of the un-merciful servant 
(Matt. 18:21-35) to point out the unforgiving 
spirit of the servant who had received for
giveness. The forgiven servant refused to 
honor the request of the servant who owed 
him an hundred pence. Because of this re
fusal the unforgiving servant was delivered 
“to the tormentors till he should pay all that 
was due unto him.” (Matt. 18:34)

CHURCH FURNITURE 
by LINDSEY

DIRECT FROM THE 
FACTORY—PEWS, PULPIT 
TABLES, CHAIRS, FIBRE- 
GLASS BAPTISTRIES AND 
CLASSROOM EQUIPMENT

PHONE 615-762-2249 

BOX 429

LAWRENCEBURG, TENN. 38464
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Graham Praises Nixon’s Courage, 
Changes View On School Prayer

PHILADELPHIA—Evangelist Billy Gra
ham called President Richard Nixon an ef
fective, dynamic president who is doing 
some courageous things many other presi
dents weren’t able to do.

Referring to the President’s recent trips 
to China and Russia, Graham said President 
Nixon has upset all predictions persons 
made at the beginning of his term of office.

While acknowledging President Nixon as 
a close personal friend, Graham said he 
hasn’t always agreed with everything the Ad
ministration has done.

‘'If I do have a criticism, I would make it 
in private and not announce it in public.”

Asked about his stand on abortion, Gra
ham reiterated he was against all abortion 
except in the case of rape and the health of 
the mother.

“I do feel we have lots of old abortion 
laws that need to be revised.”

Criticizes Navy Trial
Graham also criticized the way the Navy 

andled the court martial of a Navy chap- 
bin recently in Florida on immoral charges.

"The Navy might have been wise in con- 
’ Jting the chaplain’s denominational lead- 

. -s. These chaplains are spiritual leaders
d perform a specific function. They aren’t 
c other officers.”
Asked about the possibility of Baptist 
ronaut James Irwin of Houston joining 

crusade staff, Graham said he hadn’t 
■own Irwin was interested but he would 
'^inly be welcome. Irwin said Sunday 

A plans to begin full-time religious work 
? u oust 1. He retired recently from the 
sj > _e program.

L'<1 the question of anti-semitism, Gra
ham announced his total opposition. He 

iade this additional explanation:
“Some rabbis are disturbed, and maybe 

confused, by the number of young people 
accepting Jesus Christ and retaining Juda
ism.”

Eight Days In Ireland
Explaining his statement further, Gra

ham said a vacuum has developed in the 
Jewish community and the young people are 
turning to Jesus.

Returning to his relationship with Presi
dent Nixon, he discounted the claims he is 
a presidential advisor. “He (the President) 
doesn’t ask my advice on affairs of state. 
I’ve only seen him twice this year. I do 
talk to him on the phone once in awhile.”

Graham, who said he is “going to try 
very hard to stay out of the political cam
paign” declined to answer questions on state 
aid to non-public schools and school busing 
to achieve integration policies.

The evangelist said he preferred to leave 
these issues alone until after the presidential 
election in November.

Graham said he had spent eight days in

Ireland where he had met late at night with 
IRA leaders whose names he was pledged to 
not reveal.

He said one IRA leader talked for an hour 
before I opened my mouth. I learned a 
great deal which I am pledged to keep. I 
felt I was able to bear witness for Christ 
to them and I hope, a witness for peace.

Graham reported he had changed his view 
and now favors the Supreme Court decision 
on prayer in public schools. Editorials in 
Baptist state papers and conversation with 
Sen. Sam Ervin of North Carolina helped 
change his mind. He called Ervin “the 
greatest constitutional lawyer in the United 
States.”

“The Supreme Court hasn’t totally clar
ified the issue, and it probably will come 
before the Court for clarification. Maybe 
the Supreme Court has been misinterpreted 
by local school boards who want to get off 
the hook.”

“I’m in favor of prayer in schools but not 
a state-imposed prayer.”

In a second reference to the President’s 
trip, Graham said he favored President Nix
on’s trips to Red China and Soviet Russia, 
because “we’re living in a brand new world 
. . . one we no longer dominate.”

Tennesseans Named To
Southern Baptist Positions

PHILADELPHIA—When the Committee 
on Boards of the Southern Baptist Conven
tion made its report, several Tennesseans 
were shown as beginning new terms. Those 
appointed for new terms are as follows:

Executive Committee, H. Franklin Pas
chall, Nashville; Southern Baptist Theolog
ical seminary, Louisville, Ky., William B. 
Cockroft and Winfield Rich, Memphis; 
Southern Baptist Foundation, Ernest Mo- 
ench (layman-representative-at-large); His
torical Commission SBC, Frank C. Ingra
ham (layman); and Denominational Calen
dar committee, Milburn C. Templeton 
(layman).
Pleitz Named President 
Of Radio-TV Commission

PHILADELPHIA—James L. Pleitz, pas
tor of the First Baptist church of Pensacola, 
Fla., was elected president of the trustees 
of the Radio and Television Commission 
Tuesday at the agency’s luncheon meeting 
here.

Other officers elected were Russell C. Par
rish, manager of Boss Manufacturing Co., 
Greenville, Ala., first vice-president; Mrs. 
Robert Mauldin, executive secretary of Shaf
fer Investments, Fort Worth, Tex., second 
vice-president; Charles Fuller, pastor of 
First Baptist church of Roanoke, Va., secre
tary; and Calvin A. Miller, pastor of West
side Baptist church of Omaha, Neb., assist
ant secretary.
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Rising Clergy Divorce Cited To Wives
PHILADELPHIA—Southern Baptist min

isters’ wives heard Donald Moore, counselor 
of Wake Forest, N.C. tell them of a rising 
divorce rate among ministers and their 
wives.

“The divorce rate in the United States is 
41 per cent. Ministers and their wives are 
not exempt. More and more ministers’ fam
ilies are breaking up,’ said Moore, director 
of counseling and associate professor of pas
toral care at Southeastern Baptist Theolog
ical seminary. Moore spoke at the 17th 
annual luncheon of ministers’ wives at the 
Ukranian Baptist church here.

“The minister spends an average of 25 
hours per week with his family. That’s less 
than one-fourth of his waking hours. Those 
who have children spend the same amount 
of time at home as childless couples or those 
whose children have already left home. This 
seems strange to me when you consider the 
Christian concept of the family.

“The man who is indispensable too many 
hours a week may be playing God more 
than he should,” Moore said.

Moore attributed the increase in marital 
difficulties to a decline in understanding be
tween married partners and a loss of deter
mination to stay married.

“There is also a development of an unreal
istic view of love and marriage. On tele
vision there are less than 26 minutes to 
meet, fall in love, and get married.”

Some of the things Moore listed as rea
sons given for divorce were mismanagement 
of available money, inlaws who become out-

Presbyterian Foundation 
Cites Gifts During '71

DENVER—The United Presbyterian 
Foundation last year received a near-record 
$2,636,001 in gifts and bequests, the 184th 
General Assembly of the United Presby
terian Church in the U.S.A, was told here.

New gifts, bequests and trust interests 
received in the 10 years from 1961 to 1971 
amounted to $27,442,802, the foundation 
reported. At the close of 1971, the total 
of all invested funds held by the founda
tion for the benefit of the church had a 
market value of $46,835,965.

The funds support the programs of in
dividual churches, church-related institu
tions, presbyteries, synods and boards and 
agencies of the General Assembly. (RNS) 

laws, sex, disagreement on the discipline 
of children, laziness, recreation and reli
gion.

“Many pastors’ wives ask me ‘do I have to 
go to church every time the door is opened?’ 
When I tell them ‘No,’ then they say, ‘Well, 
I wish you would tell my husband that.”

Moore told the group of pastors wives 
that unfaithfulness is mentioned more and 
more frequently as a cause of marital dif
ficulties among pastors. “This includes emo
tional unfaithfulness as well as actual phy
sical unfaithfulness.”

“However, these are just symptoms of 
real problems. Down at the grass roots the 
things that really cause the difficulty are 

Tennessee 37027
Irwin

Is Proud To Announce
The appointment of Mr. Walter Irwin as Regional Manager in charge 
of the MEMPHIS office.

Mr. Irwin brings many years of experience in church finance to this 
position. He will give to your church the service and program that 
Tennessee churches are accustomed to receiving from

^fmbanador Church, finance

Our MEMPHIS office is now equipped to offer services that will result 
in a quick and successful sale of your church’s bonds through the

Do you have funds available that should be earning a higher interest 
rate?

emotional immaturity or unwholesome ex
periences with parents.”

Moore cited, “The best way to prepare 
your child for marriage and parenthood is 
to show him a good marriage. This really 
needs to start with the grandparents, at least 
one generation ahead. So many parents are 
not showing a good example, and the child 
ends up in his own marriage acting out what 
he saw in his parents 25 years ago.”

Moore urged the women to remember 
they are women and wives first, and min
isters’ wives second.

Mrs. Roy Babb of Nashville was elected 
president for next year. Other officers 
elected were Mrs. James Landers of Dallas, 
vice president; and Mrs. Charles Jolly of 
Madison, N. J., secretary.

New Books
Now What? by David Winter, Harold 

Shaw Publishers, 96 pp., $1.25. Charting 
your Christian life.

They Have Soul by Pauline Moore, 
Convention Press, 73 pp.

Higher than Montgo by Indy Whitten, 
Convention Press, 78 pp.

Europe—A Mission Field? by J. D. Hugh
ey, Convention Press, 122 pp.

A Day with Carlo by Patsy Lawton, Con
vention Press.

Call

Mr. Walter Irwin (901) 275-6406

Or Write 

2158 Union Avenue Building 

Memphis, Tenn. 38104

“Helping you help yourself by helping others
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Sunday School Lesson for Sunday, June 18, 1972

THE FIRST ‘CHRISTIANS’
Foundation

When One Equals Ten
By Jonas L. Stewart 

Executive Secretary-Treasurer
Acts 11:19-30

By W. R. White
Baylor University, Waco, Texas

It is almost like a miracle. One can place 
assets with the Tennessee Baptist Foundation 
and know that they will multiply in benefits 
for the Lord’s work until Jesus comes.

The name Christian does not appear in 
the four gospels but it was used by Jesus.
It does not occur in any of Paul’s epistles 

White

nor John’s. James does 
not use the word and 
even the last book in the 
Bible does not refer to it 
—we refer to the Revela
tion. It was never stressed 
by either the apostles or 
disciples.

The name “Christian” 
appears the first time in 
Acts 11:26 in Antioch 
so far as the record goes.
It occurs again in Acts 
26:28 when it was used 

by King Agrippa to the apostle Paul. The 
other reference is in 1 Peter 4:13 where 
Peter emphasizes that to suffer as a Christian 
is a privilege and an honor.

Whatever its origin, the name came to be 
accepted by all disciples as befitting all who 
are rightly related to God in Christ. It has 
its own distinct image determined by the 
character and spirit of those who profess 
to be followers of Christ. In many eras and 
areas it has had a lovely image. In some 
<’ther periods and regions it has been seri
ously marred.

Making Disciples Across Boundaries 
Acts 11:19-30

For some time even the Christians who 
were driven over the earth by the persecu- 
uon centering about Stephen confined their 
witnessing to Hebrews only for a while.

The presence of others who needed Christ, 
other than Hebrews, increased. ' The very 
nature of the new experience in Christ was 
eO share with all regardless. Some could not 
keep from giving their testimony to the 
Greeks as well as to the Jews.

PRINTING WITH OFFSET? Try Eze-Klip 
for the church bulletin. Pictures, Fill
ers, Headlines, Borders, Ideas. For 
free samples write Eze-Klip, Box 
406BR, Tulia, Texas 79088.

The Mother Church Examines The New 
Outburst Acts 11:24-26

God blessed the new irregularity. Many 
disciples were being made among the Gen
tiles in Antioch. The news reached the 
brethren in Jerusalem and created much in
terest. They sent Barnabas to check on the 
new development.

He was a good man and the Bible refers 
to very few as good. Full of the Holy Spirit, 
a powerful positive man was this disciple 
Barnabas. He was highly sensitive to a 
genuine work of grace.

Seeing a real demonstration of God’s 
redemptive operation among the Gentiles, he 
urged them that with purpose of heart they 
should cleave unto the Lord. This confirmed 
the wisdom of sending Barnabas for he was 
a man of keen spiritual perception and un
derstanding.

Stabilizing The Young Saints 
Acts 11:25-26

Barnabas went away to find Paul and 
bring him to Antioch. They met with the 
young church to teach the way of the Lord 
more perfectly. They taught many people 
who evidently came to learn about the new 
way.

There they received the designation, 
“Christian”. A new word was coined to 
describe a new faith,''whether by enemies or 
by their own number we do not know. In 
any case, they were followers of Messiah, 
our Lord Jesus Christ.

New Converts Face Immediate Crisis
Acts 11:27-30

Some prophets come down from Jeru
salem and one of them prophesizes a great 
drouth and distress. It came and with it 
dire need among the saints in Jerusalem. 
Their plight touched the hearts of these 
Gentile converts. In Antioch out of spon
taneous generosity they responded nobly. 
It was a new phenomenon in the earth. The

OFFERED BY PROSPECTUS ONLY

FIRST MORTGAGE CHURCH BONDS
REGISTERED AS TO 

PRINCIPAL AND INTEREST

INTEREST PAYABLE 
SEMI-ANNUALLY

WRITE

R CHURCH SECURITIES, INC

A widow placed a thousand dollars in 
trust with the income being paid to a Ten
nessee Baptist College. Within a few years 
that thousand dollars will have earned and 
paid to the school another thousand. The 
original amount will still be there and will 
reproduce itself again and again ten times 
and more.

Many people couldn’t give ten thousand 
dollars but by establishing such a trust fund 
with one thousand they will have given 
more than ten thousand as the years pass. 
Some do it while they live. Others do it 
through a will.

For information on a trust fund to pro
vide income forever to your favorite Chris
tian Cause write Tennessee Baptist Founda
tion, Dr. Jonas L. Stewart, Executive Secre
tary-Treasurer, P.O. Box 647, Brentwood, 
Tennessee 37027.

inclusiveness of a new love manifested it
self and the new converts revealed that their 
profession was real.
OBSERVATIONS

Although a new development among even 
the Gentiles, it attracted the deep interest 
of the Jewish disciples in Jerusalem. They 
were Christ-like enough to send one of their 
choice leaders to check into the matter— 
Barnabas.

Barnabas was Christ-like enough not only 
to sense the hand of God in this movement 
but he gave it every encouragement.

The distressing situation that developed 
among Jewish Christians in Jerusalem drew 
out the warm compassion in the hearts of 
the young Gentile Christians in Antioch and 
surrounding areas. They shared magnani
mously with their brethren of the new fel
lowship.

The name Christian appears for the first 
time and the marks of a Christian are 
evident. Two great Christians leaders ap
pear impressively as well.

(REG BROKER DEALERS) 
4095 CLAIRMONT RD. 
ATLANTA, GA. 30341 

TEL. 451-5431 
DIAL TOLL-FREE 
1-800-241-3166
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From the
Executive Secretary

By W. Fred Kendall

Kendall

Last Sunday was religious liberty Sun
day. Special days set aside in our calendars 
are for emphasis and to give an opportunity 

to focus our attention on 
the importance and value 
of the subject of concern. 
Some of these emphases 
are often neglected and 
fail to get the attention 
they deserve. It may be 
that there are too many 
of them and we get used 
to them or we have 
something of more ur
gent concern which 
crowds them out.

America has made a
great contribution to the world in achieving 
the great ideal of separation of church and 
state in a democracy where there are many 
churches and a diversity of religious beliefs. 
Religious liberty did not come easy. It was 
purchased by real suffering on the part 
of many. Roger Williams was exiled from 
home in midwinter. Some Baptist pastors 
in Virginia spent some very trying days 
suffering in prison. It was only by real 
persistence and courage that the crusade 
was waged for the First Amendment in the 
Bill of Rights which gave a guarantee of 
religious liberty.

In many parts of the world there is little 
religious liberty. The countries where the 
communists control have put great restraints 
on all religious activity. In many of these 
countries there is no permission given to 
preach openly nor to work in evangelism or 
missions. Churches are required to limit 
their activities to the building where they 
meet. They are not allowed to distribute 
literature and often not even Bibles. They 
are not allowed to teach children religion. 
No one is allowed to be baptized until he 
is eighteen years of age.

In other countries there is a dominant 
religion which is allied with the state and 
dominates the political life. This means it 
is the privileged religion and all others are 
either outlawed or are limited to a second 
class rating. South America has been con
trolled by the Roman Catholic church for 
many decades and until more recent years 
Protestants and evangelicals had little free
dom and were often persecuted. This has 
also been true in Spain.

Today the problem that faces us is the 
erosion of religious liberty. There are too 
many who take this great freedom too lightly. 
There are many secular enemies of the 
church and of all religion. The Sabba'h is 
being gradually overshadowed as a re’igious 
day. It is being replaced as a day of more 
commercialism and time to make another 
dollar. It is given to pleasure and sports 
and the house of worship is forsaken and all

On Matters of

By Dr. B. David Edens, 
Director, Marriage and 
Family Program 
Stephens College 
Columbia, Missouri 65201

Study Finds Today's 
Adolescents Conservative

The prevalent feeling that today’s adoles
cents are political idealists consumed with 
utopian plans for remaking society couldn’t 
be more wrong, according to results of a 
study conducted by University of Michigan 
psychologist Joseph Adelson.

His interviews with 450 youths—boys 
and girls 11-thru-18 years of age, from all 
social and economic backgrounds and all 
of normal-to-high intelligence—indicated 
that, in general, the youngsters were a con
servative, even cynical lot, with gloomy 
views of man’s perfectability and little pa
tience for views for utopian schemes.

When researchers asked “what kind of 
ideal society would you establish? . . . could 
it eliminate crime and diminish disagree
ments among people?,” they found them
selves treated as adolescents by the adoles
cents for seriously suggesting such an alter
native.

“We weren’t surprised to find the idealism 
generally absent,” says Adelson, “but we 
were totally unprepared for the prevalence 
of fiercely held anti-utopian views. Other
wise sleepy interviewees would bestir them
selves to lecture us at length upon the naive
te of such notions. ‘You can’t change human 
nature,’ they told us. ‘People are basically 
selfish’.” 

but forgotten by many millions. Many are 
clamoring for taxing churches. There are 
small clouds on the horizon but this is the 
way many countries have lost their religious 
liberty. They turned away from God and 
it lost its meaning.

Next Sunday is Father’s Day. We need 
great strong men of conviction and prin
ciple who will head our homes and teach 
our children once again the values which 
have made our country great.

w i mu n m M
At a price

Any Church Can Afford j
Write or call |

mom ml |
MFC. CO. ।

Phone: OR 5-2468 
Booneville, Arkansas

Historically:
From the files

50 YEARS AGO
J. D. Moore, editor of Baptist And 

Reflector, called college fraternities 
undemocratic and un-Baptistic. He 
urged Baptist colleges to not allow 
the encroachment of such into the 
schools.

L. T. Mays, pastor of First church, 
Greeneville, announced that construc
tion had begun on a new church 
building with added Sunday School 
rooms, a roof garden, and parlors.

20 YEARS AGO
It was reported by Southern Bap

tist educators that more than five of 
every six Southern Baptist young peo
ple in college were in non-Baptist 
colleges across the nation.

M. B. Morrow was chosen R. A. 
secretary for the State of Tennessee. 
He was a graduate of Furman univer
sity and had broad experience as camp 
counselor and R.A. leader.

10 YEAR'S AGO
A recommendation which would 

have allowed the seating of messen
gers from Canadian Southern Baptist 
churches at the Southern Baptist Con
vention was referred to the Executive 
Committee in convention action in 
San Francisco in 1962. Other action 
established a committee of 25 to 
study again the 1925 convention 
Statement of Faith.

Thomas R. Pope, pastor of Park 
Avenue church in Memphis, resigned 
to become assistant to the president 
of Union university in Jackson. His 
major work was to be in the field of 
public relations, student work, and 
alumni work.

CHURCH 
BUILDINGS 
FINANCED

— - WRITE
P. O. BOX 15292 

NASHVILLE, TENN. 37215

COOPERATIVE 
CHURCH FINANCE, INC.

Thursday, June 15, 1972 Page 15



SBC Agencies Report On Work
PHILADELPHIA—During the course of 

the Southern Baptist Convention here the 
convention’s major agencies reported on 
their work. Some of these are reflected in 
the following summarizations.

Progress, tempered with elements of 
.ragedy and tension, was the keynote for- 
southern Baptist foreign missions during 

the Southern Baptist Convention was 
raid in its final Thursday evening session 
here.

During the year, the number of mission- 
• . as under appointment by the board in- 

ased by nearly 25 per cent. In 1971, 
6 persons were appointed to missionary 

■ Jee. By the end of the year, 2,526 
sdonaries were assigned to 75 countries, 

-c otal includes 2,227 career missionaries, 
9 missionary associates, 125 journeymen, 

i i five special project medical workers.
Cooperative Program Funds received for 
-.ign missions totaled $14,863,351, an in
case of 5.31 percent over the previous 

year.
Tragedy struck during mid-year when 
sionaries Paul and Nancy Potter were 

> lered in their home in the Dominican

DUE TO CHANGES IN

MEDICARE 
r

New Information
£ Now Available For 1972
£

—COVERING—
HOSPITALIZATION—DOCTORS 

PHYSICIAN—SURGEON— OSTEOPATH 
’ CHIROPRACTIC SERVICES—YES!

•/I

Pre-Existing Conditions Are Covered!
I Guarantee Issue To Everyone On Medicare!
| Guarantee Renewable For Life!

Special 
Feature!
NOW PAYS 
THE NEW 

DEDUCTIBLE

Republic. At the beginning of 1972, Mavis 
Pate, missionary nurse in Gaza, was killed 
by terrorists’ bullets as she traveled with 
missionary friends.

In addition to the violent deaths, three 
other missionaries died while serving in 
1971. They were Mildred Cox Mein (Mrs. 
John), Brazil; Virginia Lee Land, Mills 
(Mrs. John C.), Liberia; and Eleanor Ayers 
Campbell (Mrs. Charles G.), missionary as
sociate, Thailand.

Despite a record year of financial support, 
the Southern Baptist Home Mission Board 
reached a point during 1971 when there 
were more qualified volunteers for home 
missions than there were funds to support 
them, the Southern Baptist Convention was 
told during its final session here.

At the end of the year, there were 2,237 
missionaries under appointment serving with 
the board.

Of the 2,237 missionaries, 908 were 
under full appointment; 712 associate mis
sionaries; 480 pastors were receiving salary 
subsidies; 64 were under US-2 appointment; 
and 73 state convention staff members were 
supported in part by the board. Approxi

I FOR INFORMATION, FILL OUT
! COUPON AND MAIL TO:
J Medicare Division,Continental Insurance
I Service, Inc. P.O. Box 8973
| Nashville, Tennessee 37211
■ NAME ..................................................................
J STREET...............................................................
■ CITY......................................................................
Kl STATE......................................... . .......................

mately two-thirds of them were supported 
jointly with one of the state conventions, the 
report said.

In the report on finances, the board cited 
1971 as the year of largest financial sup
port in its history. Cooperative Program 
contributions totaled $5.3 million, and an 
almost equal amount was received through 
the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering for 
Home Missions. Combined, these gifts re
presented an increase of 5.5 per cent above 
the previous year.

The major emphasis for the 
Sunday School Board during the 
past year was upon new mate
rials and methods designed to 
meet the needs and wants of 
Southern Baptists, said the board 
in a 20-page written report.

Total income was $42.4 mil
lion, including $39.5 million in 
sales. Total income was up more 
more than $4 million over last 
year’s income.

Under a provision to help in 
cooperative promotion of edu
cation and church services work, 
the board provided $949,638 to 
state conventions for specific 
areas of work. In addition, the 
board transferred $321,467 to 
the SBC Executive Committee 
for SBC operating expenses. A 
contribution of $5,000 to the 
American Bible Society provided 
Bibles for the armed forces.

Church literature circulation 
declined during the past year at 
a rate of about two per cent. 
Several factors were cited in the 
board’s written report for the de
cline in circulations. They inclu
ded, a general trend in publishing toward 
circulation declines; continued decrease in 
church organization enrollments, acceptance 
of some new products was “not as enthusi
astic as anticipated,” tendencies of churches 
to order materials on the basis of attendance 
instead of enrollment, and increasing com
petition from independent publishers.

A new organization structure became ef
fective Oct. 1, 1971; which includes the 
executive office; staff offices (personnel and 
public relations); Assembly Division; Book 
Store Division; Broadman Division; Church 
Services and Materials Division to include 
church program organizations group, church 
program services group, central support 
group and national student ministries; and 
Management Services Division.

Two Southern Baptist Convention agen
cies reported here Thursday afternoon they 
invested and administered a combined total 
of more than $300 million last year for the 
benefit of Southern Baptist causes and 
church workers.

Both the SBC Annuity Board, and the 
Southern Baptist Foundation brought their 
annual reports to the convention Thursday 
afternoon, (June 8).
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