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commemorating our heritage- 
committing our future

Committee O^Wging Urges 
Action By Tennessee Baptists

Members of the committee appointed by 
the Tennessee Baptist Convention to study 
the relationship of Tennessee Baptists and 
the aging, met in Brentwood last week and 
drew up specific plans for recommendation 
to convention messengers meeting in Nash
ville this fall.

Serving presently on the committee are 
Henry West, pastor, First church, Coving
ton; Tom Madden, pastor, First church, 
Tullahoma; O. C. Rainwater, retired pastor; 
Harold Gregory, superintendent of missions, 
Nashville Association; and Ralph Bray, Bap
tist pastor and community consultant on 
aging, Tennessee Commission on Aging. 
Courtney Wilson, president of the Tennes
see Baptist Convention and pastor of First 
church, Hendersonville, served as ex-officio 
member at the meeting.

West and Bray, who both attended the 
White House Conference on Aging at the 
invitation of President Nixon and Governor 
Dunn, said that Tennessee is far behind 
many other states and Baptists are behind 
most other denominations in establishing 
care programs for the aging. Bray pointed 
out that there are 20 million senior citizens 
in the United States (those over 65) and 
400,000 in Tennessee. He noted that the 
number of senior citizens in the state was 
increasing faster than the youth population.

West added that the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention “would be very much amiss if 
we didn’t move into this area of concern 
with the hope of doing whatever possible.”

Madden emphasized the need of local 
churches serving the elderly and said that 
churches “have been serving everyone in 
the Tennessee Baptist Convention but the 
aging.”

The five-member committee, said that 
they would recommend to the convention 
that it authorize the creation of a position 
of Ministry to the Aging to serve Tennessee 
Baptists and that the newly created office 
work with churches regarding programs and 
housing for the aged on the local level. It 
will be suggested, also, that a survey be 
taken among the aging to determine their 
desires, expectations, and needs.

The 1971 Convention meeting in Gatlin
burg voted to look with concern and com
passion toward establishing a ministry to 
meet the spiritual and physical needs of our 
senior citizens. It also voted that a com
mittee of three to five be appointed by 
the incoming president to formulate plans 
and report its recommendations to the 1972 
convention.

“Baptists should be leaders in all areas 
of life,” Bray insisted. “This is an oppor
tunity, not an obligation.” Emphasizing the 
need of work to be done on a local level, 
Bray said that there was a great number 
of churches across the state leading in 
community activities for the aging. “The 
main challenge we face here,” he suggested, 
“is getting the aging back into the flow of 
life.”

W. Fred Kendall, executive secretary-

Home Mission Offering 
20 Per Cent Above 1971

ATLANTA—At mid-year, Southern Bap
tists have given almost $516 million for 
missions in the homeland in their annual 
special offering—more than last year’s 
record total.

Arthur B. Rutledge of Atlanta; executive 
secretary of the Home Mission Board, said 
the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering for 
home missions has produced $5,426,445, 
through June, 1972.

This figure exceeds the 1971 total offer
ing of $5,345,551 and is $941,308—or 20 
per cent—ahead of where the 1971 offering 
was in June, 1971.

Rutledge believes the offering goal of 
$6 million will be exceeded, the first time 
since 1966 that a goal has been topped. In 
1966, the goal was $4 million and 
$4,033,808 was received.

Both Rutledge and Miss Alma Hunt of 
Birmingham, executive secretary of Wom
an’s Missionary Union (the agency which 
promotes the offering) credited the increase 
in part to the fact that above-the-goal funds 
will go for television evangelism.

Rutledge explained that $5.65 million 
was allocated to the programs and services 
of the agency, with the next $350,000 di- 

(Continued on page 12) 

treasurer of the Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion, attended the meeting also. He urged 
that Baptists act immediately in the area. 
He said that the ministry should work 
through associations, churches, and towns 
in the state.



interpretation

The Fate Of The Devil
By Herschel H. Hobbs

Devotional

God's Blueprint
By James Canaday, Pastor 

Central Baptist Church, Johnson City

“And the devil . . . was cast into the 
lake of fire and brimstone”—Rev. 20:10

The devil may rage as a roaring wild beast 
throughout history. But the Bible presents 
his fate as to be cast into the lake of fire 
which means hell. With him will be all who 
reject and oppose Christ (cf. Rev. 20:10, 
14-15).

Through sentiment, not sound reason or 
Scripture, many say that a God of love 
would not create man and then condemn 
him to hell. The Bible says that hell was 
not prepared for man, but for the devil and 
his angels (Matt. 25:41). God has done all 
that even He can do to prevent men from 
going to hell. But if they reject His re
demption, preferring to serve the devil, then 
they choose to go to hell with him. So it is by 
the devil's will, not by that of God, that men 
go to hell.

The word used by Jesus for hell as a place 
of punishment is Gehenna. It refers to the 
Vale of Hinnom which was the garbage 
dump for Jerusalem in His day. All filth, 
(he bodies of dead animals, even the un
claimed bodies of executed criminals were 
thrown there. Fires burned day and night 
io burn the filth. Maggots worked con- 
Aantly in it. At night wild dogs came to 
eat the edible portions. They howled and

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR
Established 1835 

Post Office Box 647, Brentwood, Tenn. 37027 
Phone: (615) 833-4220

James A. Lester
Editor-Manager 

Eura Lannom............................ Assistant to the Editor
Bichard David Keel....................... Circulation Manager

Published weekly except Christmas week by the 
Executive Board of the Tennessee Baptist Convention, 
at Brentwood, Tennessee, (Post Office Box 647) 
37027. Subscription prices: $2.75, individual; clubs 
of ten or more, $2.25; church budget, four cents 
weekly when sent to 51 per cent or more of church 
homes. Second class postage paid at Brentwood, 
Tennessee, and at additional mailing office.

Space forbids printing of resolutions and obituaries. 
Advertising rates on request.

Member of Baptist Press (BP) news service of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. Subscriber to Religious 
News Service (RNS).

News-Journal of Tennessee Baptist Convention 
W. Fred Kendall, Executive Secretary-Treasurer

ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE: J. William Har
bin, chairman, O. M. Dangeau, Carl Allen, Raymond 
Boston, James Canaday, R. Paul Caudill, William E. 
Crook, Wade E. Darby, James Jennings, Ralph Nor
ton, Carroll C. Owen, C. Winfield Rich, Joe Stacker, 
Clarence Stewart, and Courtney Wilson.

gnashed their teeth as they fought over the 
food. Jesus said that this was a symbol of 
hell. His many references to it describe the 
above scene.

But the reality is always greater than the 
symbol. Heaven is more wonderful and hell 
more terrible than the symbols used for 
them. Fire is the most awful pain known to 
man. If hell is not literal fire, it is worse.

So the devil and all who follow him will 
be cast into hell forever at the final judg
ment. Those who follow him are destined 
to ultimate defeat even as he is. Those who 
follow Christ will enter into heaven forever.

Borrowing from Jesus’ symbol, hell may 
be seen as God’s cosmic garbage dump. All 
that is not fit for heaven will be cast into 
this garbage dump. Where will you be?

pulpit Jhttr
By Jim Griffith

Often the question is asked: “What 
kind of preaching do we need for this 
day and age?”

The answer: The same kind of 
preaching needed in every day and 
age—the proclamation of the Gos
pel, the good news of the saving 
power of Christ.

Some say, “Tell it like it is.” But 
in the pulpit, you can’t preach it like 
it is, if you don’t believe it like it was.

You cannot preach “Jesus the same 
today and tomorow” if you don’t be
lieve in the Jesus Christ of yesterday.

Moreover, we must “speak the 
truth in love.” The preacher who de
lights in saying, “I really ‘skinned’ 
them today,” ought to consider swap
ping his job for a position at the 
slaughterhouse.

True, we are to “be steadfast and 
unmoveable,” but so is a statue and 
I don’t want to be that hard.

Fact is, the eternal record book 
will show that more hearts have been 
moved by love than a sledgehammer.
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“All things are done according to God’s 
plan and decision; and God chose us to be 
his own people in union with Christ be

cause of his own pur

Canaday

pose, based on what he 
had decided from the 
very beginning.” (Eph. 1: 
11 TEV)

Only children and the 
most foolish men try to 
build without a plan.

When I reached the 
ripe old age of ten years 
I decided that my calling 
was that of a carpenter. 
My mother was not one 
to stifle a worthy impulse 

in her son, so she let me have a hammer 
and nails. A playmate shared my building 
ambition, but he had no greater sense of 
design than I.
^With scraps of lumber from old crates, 

B with heaps of cardboard boxes, we be- 
kto build what we hoped would be a 
thouse. He started hammering on one 

site, T started on the other. Presumably we 
would meet somewhere on top with a fine 
finished building. We made the splinters 
and the bent nails fly. Sometimes the wood 
would go sideways; sometimes it would go 
up and down. Finally, both my playmate 
and I tired of all the hammering. I decided 
that I had missed my calling, and he agreed.

But the club house was far from finished. 
It had no roof. So we piled the remaining 
pieces of wood and cardboard across the 
top of our hideous structure. That did not 
leave enough room inside for us to stand 
up in, but no matter, our house did not 
have any doors in it. We simply had to 
crawl through the cracks.

What was the matter with our house 
building? Besides the fact that we knew 
little carpentry, we had no finished house 
because we had no plan to begin with. Ev
ery great and beautiful building is the 
product of wise planning.

God is not like a foolish child without 
purpose or plan. Men often live aimlessly 
from day to day. But our heavenly Father 
has a divine blueprint for each of our lives. 
If we are to realize the completion of a 
beautiful and worthy life, we must turn to 
him who is the great Architect of the uni
verse, and follow his plan.

Subscribe Now To
Baptist And Reflector
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Feature

A Different Kind Of Building Program
By Bill Sherman, Pastor, Woodmont Baptist Church, Nashville

" 1^2

Standing in front of the Woodmont Cottage are left to right, Keith Davis and Charles 
Lucas both of the Franklin Home.

We needed a building program. Sound 
familiar? I imagine so. Most Baptist 
churches have been in the same boat. 
Looked as though we would follow the 
same pattern—this survey, that committee, 
these plans, those recommendations, etc. 
Then something rather profound was inter
jected into the picture. Allow me to share 
with you what it was and what it did to us. 
In a deacon’s meeting, one of our laymen 
pointed out that when most churches build, 
they spend all of their monies on themselves. 
Everybody agreed. We began to ask our
selves if this was right. We had an uneasy 
conscience. How could we change this? We 
came up with the following notion. While 
we build the education space that we need, 
let’s build something for somebody else that 
they need. Lovely! Next question, what 
would “that” be?

Again, one of our laymen said, “Why 
don’t we build a house for our Franklin 
Children’s Home?” The idea had a good 
ring to it. Our Franklin Home was under
taking the cottage approach to child care 
ministry. Our people chewed on the notion 
for awhile and enthusiastically agreed to it. 
Next question—how much would it cost? 
Answer—$75,000.

We thought that we were going to do 
something that would help our Children’s 
Home. It has, but I’ve got news for you—it 
did a lot more for our church than it did 

for the Children’s Home. We held open 
house last month. About seventy-five of 
our people were there. When one of the 
boys who lives there said, “I surely do want 
to thank you all for what you’ve done, and 
we’re gonna take care of this place for you” 
—that was all of the pay that we needed. 
The bread had come back on the waters.

You know, this approach of doing some
thing for someone else while you do things 
for yourself has revolutionized our church’s 
approach to ministry. We began a television 
ministry three years ago to provide help for 
folk in Middle Tennessee that could not or 
would not go to church. We began it as 
a mission venture. It cut deeply into the 
mission allocation of our budget at the out
set. Some of our people wondered if we 
would ever make this up. Would God bless 
such a work? How long did it take us to 
make up those funds? Two years. God en
abled us to increase our mission scope in 
mind and dollars. In 1968, we gave $40,000 
to the Cooperative Program. In 1971, we 
gave $39,000 plus an additional $25,000 
for our television ministry. Seems as though 
everybody won.

Say, next time you need a building pro
gram, think about the approach our church 
stumbled on. It surely could make a lot of 
difference in the vitality of your church 
while doing a world of good for the Cause 
we revere.

Bible Society Offers To Replace 
Bibles Lost By Flood Victims

NEW YORK—The American Bible So
ciety is offering Bibles and New Testaments 
to replace those lost by victims of recent 
floods.

An initial shipment of 10,000 volumes has 
been sent to Elm Park United Methodist 
church in Scranton, Pa., which will serve 
as distribution center for that area. Another 
shipment of 5000 copies of “Good News for 
Modern Man” has been sent to Harrisburg, 
Pa., to augment the 1200 copies of Scrip
tures already sent there.

The Central region of the American Bible 
Society, with headquarters in Chicago, is 
coordinating distribution of more than 1500 
copies of Scriptures sent to Rapid City, 
S.D., for flood victims there.

The Western and Pacific Region, based 
in Los Angeles, is prepared to ship Scrip
tures to people in the San Joaquin Valley.

Bibles which were lost in churches during 
the flood will be replaced upon request. 
The American Bible Society will also pro
vide a Bible to every family and a New 
Testament to every individual in stricken 
areas who ask for one. Elderly persons 
and those having failing eyesight will receive 
a large print New Testament upon request. 
(RNS)

Four In Seminary's First Graduation
The Portuguese Baptist Seminary, in the 

Queluz suburb of Lisbon, held its first grad
uation service June 8 with four young men 
receiving diplomas.

The seminary, which is housed on the 
second and third floors of the building in 
which the Queluz Baptist Church is located, 
began its first classes in September, 1969, 
with eight students.

Dr. Lester C. Bell, missionary of the 
Foreign Mission Board of the Southern Bap
tist Convention (U.S.A.), is director of the 
seminary. Before the school opened, he spent 
a full year getting classrooms and library 
ready for the students, curriculum prepared, 
and professors enlisted.

Two of the new graduates are already 
serving churches in the Portuguese Baptist 
Convention. One will do his tour of com
pulsory military service before beginning a 
formal pastoral ministry, and the fourth will 
return to his native Angola (a province of 
Portugal).

Norma Herndon, another Southern Bap
tist missionary in Portugal, reports that the 
seminary has great potential. She says: “In 
a recent weekend retreat, there were 20 
young men and women in attendance who 
have dedicated their lives to special Chris
tian service, and are hoping to enter the 
Baptist seminary within the next few years.”

When school opens again this fall there 
will be two continuing students and eight 
new ones.

The Portuguese Baptist Convention has 37 
churches and 15 missions served by 20 pas
tors, including the two young graduates.
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Guest Editorial

A Home For The Aged— When?
By Jonas L. Stewart, Executive Secretary-Treasurer 

Tennessee Baptist Foundation
There is a growing sentiment and demand from people 

across the state for the building of a home for the aged. 
Tennessee Baptist leaders believe this to be a legitimate 
interest. However, there are some considerations to face— 
all of them revolving around money!

In the beginning of organized Tennessee Baptist life 
our forebears gave priority to Christian education. Schools 
were built and have been maintained in each section of the 
state. Only eternity will reveal the sacrifice that went into 
these institutions. They are still the finest educational in
stitutions in Tennessee. They deserve and receive our 
sympathetic support.

Later, a group of people whose hearts God had touched, 
<=aw destitute children needing shelter, food, clothes and 
Christian love Again, at great sacrifice, homes were built, 
maintained and staffed to provide for the helpless in all 
areas of the state.

Three great hospitals came into being. They stand today 
as monuments of faith to dedicated men of other days who 
were willing to pay the necessary price to give them birth. 
These brought us to a total of eleven institutions supported 
and promoted by Baptists in Tennessee.

Now comes the cry for a home for the aged. What a no
ble thought and worthy project for consideration! Letters, 
phone calls, pleading, suggestions and advice come from 
many people. But, who will come forth with the money 
co budd? The executive board has expressed interest in 
such a project. The Tennessee Baptist Foundation has 
been designated to accept funds from individuals to be 
held against such time as enough money is on hand to be
gin. Even though this information has been distributed 
through the Baptist And Reflector we still get inquiries 
but very little money.

We can have a home for the aged—when? It can hap
pen when a SACRIFICIAL demand sweeps the state that 
provides funds for its construction and increased Coop
erative Program receipts to maintain its operation. It is 
one thing to desire another institution. It is quite another 
thing to pay for it. Baptists can when Baptists will.

Are The Times AH That Bad?
There are always prophets of joy and harbingers of 

gloom. We run the gamut of the “all is well with the 
world” philosophy to the other extreme which declares 
that of all eras, this is the most evil and self-destructive.

While we do hold within our hands the power of self
destruction, both physically and spiritually, there are some 
optimistic signs which should not be ignored.

We concede that there are many “things” wrong with 
the times. We concede further that many “wrong” things 
could be corrected. However, without some Biblical and 
historic perspective, it is possible for us to fail to evalu
ate adequately the times in which wc live, and of which 
we are a part.

On the positive side:
God still is in His throne and He still controls the uni

verse.
The many technological advances which are a part of 

our culture today come as gifts from God through man. 
Mankind cannot, of itself, create apart from God.

In an historic perspective, we may not be as bad off as 
we believe. If one considers the kingdom of Israel to which 
Amos addressed himself, one can find many comparisons. 
However, one can also realize that at least we may not be 
in quite the condition of Israel of this period because we 
perhaps have, generally speaking, more of a God-con
sciousness than did Israel of the eighth century B.C.

Again, one needs to look at the Roman Empire. The so- 
called “Holy Roman Empire”—as portrayed by Gibbons, 
was in a morass of spiritual evil.

We have not yet come to the stage of throwing Chris
tians to the lions as such and actually, not in the spirit. 
This is not to negate difficulties which Christians encoun
ter, but it is to assert that we do not believe we are as 
near to destruction as was the Roman Empire in days im
mediately preceding the fall of that conglomerate of 
kingdoms.

A further comparison with Europe in the 15th and 16th 
centuries, centering especially around the days of the 
Spanish Inquisition should be of interest. This was whole
sale slaughter of the rankest sort, and one which even dis
torted history cannot hide.

The murder of perhaps seven millions of Jews by Nazi 
Germany within the memory of many must stand surely 
as one of the blacker marks in the records of time and 
eternity.

We do have many problems. There are many areas of 
gloom. However, for the child of God, who does believe 
that this world is in the palm of His hand, there is room 
for optimism. The Jesus of history who is the same Christ 
our Saviour, a part of the Holy Trinity, still brings eternal 
life, joy and hope.

>^MY6RACE IS SUFFICIENT FOE THEE ■ FOR MY STRENGTH IS MADE

Man at the End of His Rope
\ \\\\\\\

PERFECT IN WEAKNESS.
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Stewardship Commission Expands 
Staff, Adopts Record Budget

NASHVILLE—The Southern Baptist 
Stewardship Commission in annual session 
here adopted a record $587,725 operating 
budget for 1972-73 and approved two new 
staff positions.

The new positions, in the areas of stew
ardship development and Cooperative Pro
gram promotion, will each have the title of 
assistant director. No personnel were named 
for either position.

Bill R. Wilson, pastor of Woodhaven Bap
tist church, Houston, Tex., was employed 
as assistant director, Church and Institu
tional Fund Raising. He has been pastor 
of the Houston church since 1969 and prev
iously served as pastor of churches in Fri
day and Easterly, Tex.

A native of Arkansas, Wilson graduated

Youths Charged In Death
Of Baptist Missionaries' Son

DADEVILLE, Ala.—Two 17-year-old 
youths have been charged here with first- 
degree murder in the death of Baptist Semi
nary student Tom C. Hollingsworth, whose 
body was found in a densely wooded area 
near Camp Hill, Ala., July 6.

The two youths were also charged with 
robbing Hollingsworth of $9.07, said Talla
poosa County Sheriff James T. Farrow.

Hollingsworth, 24, a student at South
western Baptist Theological seminary, Fort 
Worth, and son of Southern Baptist mission
aries to Argentina, was working in Alabama 
for the summer as a Bible salesman.

Charged with his murder and held in the 
Tallapoosa County jail are Jimmy Lorenzo 
Hicks and Romano Silman both of nearby 
Camp Hill, Ala.

Sheriff Farrow said both youths signed 
confessions that they had planned to lure 
the seminary student into a wooded area 
to rob and kill him. Each youth claimed the 
other did the killing.

Hollingsworth was missing for 10 days 
before his automobile was discovered by 
hunters in a wooded area so dense that 
search planes flying overhead could not 
spot it. His body was found about 200 feet 
from the car.

A foreign missions volunteer, Hollings
worth was the only child of the Tom C. 
Hollingsworths, missionaries to Argentina 
for 22 years. His parents have been on 
medical furlough from Buenos Aires since 
November, living in Bellaire, Tex., a suburb 
of Houston.

A 1969 graduate of Baylor university, 
Waco, young Hollingsworth was nearing 
completion of requirements for the master 
of divinity degree at Southwestern Baptist 
Theological seminary, Fort Worth, his birth
place.

Burial was in Gatesville, Tex., boyhood 
home of the senior Hollingsworth. (BP) 

from Baylor university and attended South
western Baptist Theological seminary, Ft. 
Worth.

The commissioners gave approval to their 
executive committee to study the feasibility 
of establishing a church bond servicing pro
gram.

The study resulted from a request by a 
committee of three Baptist state executive 
secretaries who represented the Association 
of Baptist State Convention Church Bond 
Plans formed at Philadelphia in June.

The study will consider setting up a pro
gram on a cost-recovery basis patterned after 
the bond programs now in operation in nine 
Baptist state conventions. The Stewardship 
Commission would provide the mechanical 
processing of bond issues through the de
livery of the bonds to churches.

Further, in states where there is no work
ing agreement with a bond servicing agen
cy, the Commission’s study will consider 
providing service to individual churches 
after consultation with the state convention 
leadership.

The full Commission will consider the 
action of its executive committee’s study at 
a later meeting.

In other action the Commission approved:
—the development of plans for a national 

seminar related to a biblical study of mis
sion support and the possibility of includ
ing practical promotion techniques.

—the establishment of a speaker’s service 
by the Office of Cooperative Program Pro
motion to enlist people to speak in behalf 
of Southern Baptist work at their own ex
pense.

—investigation into a possible tour serv
ice to educate people concerning the work 
on all Southern Baptist Mission fields.

The Commission’s 1973 meeting will be 
in Orlando, Fla. (BP)

SBC Cooperative Program, Designated Gifts Show Increase
NASHVILLE—Southern Baptist Cooperative Program receipts for the first six months 

of 1972—bolstered by a strong showing in June—increased $938,559, or 6.23 per cent, 
over the same period last year.

But designated giving for the same period took the biggest jump, increasing $2,185,- 
476, or 10.02 per cent, over last year.

Cooperative Program gifts through Southern Baptist churches rose from $15,061,505 
for the first half of 1971 to $16,000,064 for the first half of 1972, according to figures 
released by John Williams, financial planning secretary for the Southern Baptist Con
vention’s Executive Committee.

The designated gifts increased from $21,808,749 for the first half of 1971 to $23,- 
994,225 this year.

Combined Cooperative Program and designated offerings rose 8.47 per cent in
creasing from $36,870,254 for the first half of 1971 to $39,994,289 for the first six 
months of 1972.

A 19.05 per cent jump in June Cooperative Program giving, 1972 over 1971, played 
a major role in the increase. Receipts of $2,245,102 last June rose $427,681 to 
$2,672,783 this June.

Designated gifts for the same two months increased from $1,468,604 last June to 
$1,609,349 this June. This is an increase of $140,745, or 9.58 per cent. (BP)

County Court Upholds Tax Credits;
Appeal Of 'Aid' Law Foreseen

ST. PAUL, Minn.—Minnesota’s 1971 
non-public school tuition tax credit law has 
been held constitutional by Ramsey County 
District Judge J. Jerome Plunkett.

He ruled that the law is valid because it 
provides tax relief to the parents of non
public school pupils and not to the schools 
themselves.

The law permits parents who send their 
children to parochial and private schools to 
deduct certain tuition costs from their state 
income tax obligations. It allows deductions 
of up to $50 per child at the kindergarten 
level, up to $100 per pupil in the elemen
tary schools and up to $140 per student 
at the high school level.

(The deductions are made after the tax
payer’s total state tax bill is determined. A 
parent having a tax bill of $300 and a child 
in a private or parochial high school would 
deduct the allowable $140 credit, forwarding 
$160 to the state.) (RNS)

W. Fred Kendall, executive secretary
treasurer of the Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion, holds plaque presented to him by Ten
nessee missionaries in appreciation for his 
16 years of service to Tennessee Baptists.
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UNIFORM SERIES
Sunday School Lesson for Sunday, July 23, 1972

Receiving God’s Forgiveness
By William Dodson, Pastor 

First Baptist Church, Martin

requested.

Focal Passage: Psalm 51:1-12
PURPOSE OF THE LESSON: To point 

out the manner of David’s confession of his 
sin to God and the degree of forgiveness he

The Bible has spoken 
through the centuries 
concerning the availabil
ity of God’s forgiveness 
to sin-stained men. No 
biblical story speaks 
about man’s confession 
and God’s forgiveness 
with stronger instruction 
and direction than does 
the story of David. His

Dodson acknowledgment of sin 
and his prayer for forgiveness (Ps. 51) point 
out two essential steps necessary in the sin
ner’s personal commitment to God.
David Confesses His Transgression 
(Psalm 51:1-3)

The importance of confession cannot be 
overemphasized. Our lesson here deals with 
the necessity of confession. Psalm 51 was 
written after David heard judgment pro
nounced upon him by the prophet Nathan.

David betrayed a neighbor’s wife while 
her husband was at the battlefront. Faced 
with danger in which this iniquity involved 
him, David put Uriah at the forefront of 
battle where he might be slain. To betrayal 
and adultery David added murder. Nathan 
unmasked David’s sin and compelled him 
'o face it. Nathan concluded, “Now there
fore the sword shall never depart from thine 
house.” (II Sam. 12:10) Even the death of 
David’s child born of fornication did not end 
the consequences. Incest and murder in his 
own family and the rebellion of Absalom 
fulfilled Nathan’s prophecy of II Samuel 
12:11-12.

Verses 1-3 picture a sinner crying out 
unto God for forgiveness. David asks for 
mercy based on God’s loving-kindness. 
“Blot out” (verse 1) is a request for a com
plete erasure of the indictment of sin against 
him. “Wash me thoroughly” (verse 2) is a 
petition for a complete removal of the stains 
of sin. “Cleanse me” (verse 2) is making 
and declaring clean as a leper would be 
made clean, completely pure.

In verse 3 David willingly confesses the 
sins that constantly plague him. He is aware 
of and accepts the fact of his waywardness. 
Someone has said that the three most diffi
cult words to say are “I have sinned.”
The Scope of David’s Transgression 
(Psalm 51:4)

In verse 4 David concluded that his 
transgression was against God. The word

“only” here is a striking word when one 
considers the far-reaching results of David’s 
sin. His sin against God was so much 
greater than his sin against man. In the 
words “that thou mightest be justified” 
David wanted God to be known for His 
justice and mercy. Nathan had reminded 
David that he had “given great occasion to 
the enemies of Jehovah to blaspheme.” (II 
Sam. 12:14) David realized that he had 
tarnished the name of God in the eyes of 
the heathen. He wished everyone to know 
God as a just and loving judge.
The Scope of David’s Request 
(Psalm 51:7-12)

David had acknowledged his transgression 
and unworthiness. We see now in verses 
7-12 the inclusiveness of his request for for
giveness. “Hyssop” (verse 7) was not a 
cleansing agent in itself. It was the dried 
shrub which the priest dipped in water 
and used to sprinkle the person to be 
cleansed, symbolizing God’s forgiveness. The 
psalmist cried, “Purge me with hyssop . . . 
wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.” 
(verse 7) David’s words point up the need 
for forgiveness and the assurance that God 
would give it. This is the greatest miracle in 
the world, and it occurs today as it did in 
the life of David.

“Create” in verse 10 is the same word 
used in Genesis 1 to denote the creation of 
the world. Here David requested God to 
create a new heart within him. “Renew a 
right spirit within me” (verse 10) literally 
means “make new a right spirit within me,” 
not an old life patched up, but a new life. 
This was what Jesus meant in John 3:3 when 
He told Nicodemus he must be “bom 
anew.” A right spirit is a steadfast spirit, 
one that cannot be moved by temptation. In 
verses 11 and 12 David requested three 
specific blessings: the presence of God, the 
power of the Holy Spirit, and the restoration 
of the joy of his salvation.

Verses 7-12 emphasize the character of 
forgiveness. God creates in the repentant 
sinner a clean heart, a right spirit, and a 
joyful experience. The true Christian is 
righteous not because he must be but be
cause he wants to be. Forgiveness is a super
natural experience. Confession and repent
ance do not produce forgiveness. They only 
prepare the heart to receive God’s gift of 
forgiveness. The ground of forgiveness is 
God’s grace; the condition of forgiveness is 
man’s repentance.
CONCLUSION

When hope is gone, nothing is left. How
ever, no man is hopeless in God’s eyes. God 
does not write sinful man off as hopeless.

Foundation

I Can't Believe It
By Jonas L. Stewart 

Executive Secretary-Treasurer
The search was concluded but no trace of 

a will could be found. The wife said: “I 
can’t believe it. He was so methodical and 
careful about everything. It just doesn’t 
seem possible that he had never made a 
will.”

The above lament is heard too often. It 
is not easy for some people to think about 
a will because they equate it with dying. 
They don’t seem to realize that a will is just 
as important, and often more so, as life 
insurance. One difference is that no agent 
calls to urge that a will be prepared. An 
insurance policy provides extra assets for 
the family but what about present assets? 
What about the person of the children? Pro
vision should be made or expensive, burden
some problems may arise for the widow.

Too often a Christian’s testimony dies at 
the grave. His estate, small or large, could 
continue to bear witness to his faith through 
a properly prepared Christian will. It’s diffi
cult to believe that so many of the Lord’s 
servants have done nothing about this mat
ter.

For information on preparing a Christian 
Will write or call Tennessee Baptist Founda
tion, Dr. Jonas L. Stew’art, executive secre
tary-treasurer, Brentwood, Tennessee, Phone 
615-833-4220.

“I liked the program, but the commercial 
was too long.”

God has not given them up. Our world is 
full of men without hope, but the same 
world is ruled by a Savior who will not ac
cept men’s verdict concerning themselves.

Jesus declared on one occasion that he 
came “not to call the righteous but sinners 
to repentance.” (Luke 5:52) This is God’s 
motive throughout His word. The message 
of the Bible is “in that, while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us.” (Rom. 5:8) 
When David repented from his sin, God 
forgave him and joy flooded his heart.
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Academy Compulsory Chapel Rule Held Unconstitutional
WASHINGTON—It is unconstitutional 

for the government to require church or 
chapel attendance by cadets and midship
men at the nation’s three military acad
emies according to the majority opinion of 
the United States Court of Appeals for the 
District of Columbia.

In a 2 to 1 ruling in the case of Anderson 
v. Laird, the appeals court found that the 
Pentagon’s compulsory church attendance 
regulations at military academies violate 
both the establishment and free exercise 
clauses of the First Amendment to the 
U. S. Constitution.

Chief Judge David Bazelon, writing for 
the majority, issued the opinion, reversing 
the decision of a U. S. district court judge, 
Howard F. Corcoran.

In an August 1970 ruling, Corcoran held 
that compulsory church or chapel attend
ance at the nation’s service academies was 
“an integral and necessary part” of the 
military training for future officers. “Its 
purpose is purely secular, and ... its 
primary effect is purely secular,” Corcoran 
declared.

Joining Bazelon in reversing the lower 
court decision was Circuit Judge Harold 
Levanthal who wrote a concurring state
ment. Judge George E. MacKinnon dis
sented.

affects both those academies and the U. S. 
Air Force Academy at Colorado Springs.

Unless a stay is granted, the appeals 
court decision puts an immediate end to the 
chapel requirements at the three service 
academies.

The Pentagon has made no announce
ment concerning an appeal to the Supreme 
Court. The government has 90 days for 
such an appeal, if it chooses to fight the 
decision. (BP)

Gallup Poll; 71% Back Police Permit 
Clearance In Purchase Of Guns

PRINCETON, N.J.—The latest Gallup 
Poll shows that 71 per cent of Americans, 
both gun owners and non-gun owners, say 
they favor a law requiring persons to obtain 
a police permit before buying a gun.

Approval of registration was expressed 
by majorities in all population groups, in
cluding owners of three basic types of guns 
—pistols, shotguns and rifles. In the latest 
Gallup survey, 24 per cent expressed opposi
tion and 4 per cent had no opinion.

An analysis of Gallup Polls taken earlier 
show a majority of people in the U.S. have 
favored stricter gun controls for more than 
35 years. (RNS)

Church School Aid Stand
By President Scored

Americans United for Separation of 
Church and State has told President Nixon 
that any stand favoring federal aid to church 
school programs “will not be politically 
productive” for him.

The national organization, in a letter 
sent to the President by Glenn L. Archer, 
executive director of Americans United, 
urged a reversal of his preliminary position 
and a forthright stand against any use of 
federal funds for the support of parochial 
schools.

“The courts have repeatedly found church 
school aid programs to be in violation of 
the religion clause of the First Amend
ment,” the letter read. “Administrations ef
fort should be directed not to circumventing 
or undermining constitutional provisions 
but rather at upholding strict separation of 
church and state as contained in the basic 
laws of our country.”

Archer stated that “any federal program 
of aid to church schools would be a back
ward step which would promote divisiveness 
in our educational program.”

He told the President that the letter was 
being written “since you are seeing only 
proponents of federal aid to parochial 
schools.”

After Corcoran issued the district court 
decision almost two years ago, the Baptist 
Joint Committee on Public Affairs filed an 
“amicus curiae” (“friend of the court”) 
brief when the case was appealed.

In its brief, the Baptist agency charged 
that the government was guilty of misusing 
religion by requiring attendance at religious 
services in the nation’s military academies.

The principle of religious liberty and 
voluntarism in religion as guaranteed by 
the First Amendment are jeopardized by 
the decision of the lower court, the Baptist 
Joint Committee declared to the court of 
appeals.

The Baptist agency, maintained in the 
nation’s capital by nine Baptist bodies in 
North America, was one of several religious 
groups filing “amicus curiae” briefs main
taining that the Pentagon’s compulsory 
church attendance regulations at military 
academies were unconstitutional.

The American Civil Liberties Union filed 
the case originally in behalf of six midship
men then at the U. S. Naval Academy and 
one West Point cadet. The ruling by the 
three-judge panel of the Court of Appeals

What 
every 

teacher 
needs 

to know

734 Owry St • OatUnoogB, TN 37402 • (615} 267-3845
706 4 Gay St • Knoxville, TN 37902 • (615) 5258131
24 N, Second SL • Memphb, TN 38103 • (901) 6250267 
1010 BroedM«y • Neelwille, TN 37203 • (615) 2424647
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Now in its 36th year under the editorship of Dr. Earl A. Douglass, 
the Douglass Sunday School Lessons offers what every teacher 
needs to know to do the best job possible! Included in this vol
ume are useful instruction aids, helpful hints, pertinent illustra
tive material and practical guidelines ... all indispensable to the 
teacher who wants to make his classroom time truly meaningful. 
This new edition of the Douglass Sunday School Lessons covers 
the school year from September, 1972 through August, 1973. 
Lessons follow quarterly themes of the texts and outlines of the 
International Sunday School Lessons,
380 Pages Paperbound, $3.95

Order from your 
Baptist Book Store.

THOMAS NELSON INC.
A DIVISION OF ROYAL PUBLISHERS, INC.
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^e^esseeNeWsgriefs
East Ridge church, Chattanooga, has pre

sented the deeds to the parsonage to Pastor 
and Mrs. C. Henry Preston in appreciation 
for their 26 years of service to the church. 
With a membership of approximately 1400, 
the church has recently added a bus ministry 
and supports also a kindergarten and day 
care program.

Members of First church, Jackson, pre
sented their pastor, R. Trevis Otey, and his 
family with a family portrait recently. The 
oil painting was presented on the occasion of 
the fifth anniversary of the pastor’s service 
to the church. The gift was presented by 
Ed Duke, chairman of the deacons, in the 
name of the church. During the five years 
of Otey’s service, there have been 339 pro
fessions of faith, 805 additions by letter, and 
a Sunday School increased enrolment of 
479.

Michigan Avenue church, Bradley As
sociation, is building a three-bedroom pas- 
torium. Pastor Douglas Hawkins, recently 
called as pastor, will be the first to live in it.

A Church Bus Evangelism Clinic was 
held this week at First church, Milan. The 
tv o-day conference included a study of the 

la lionship of Sunday School and Chil- 
. । en's Workshop to the bus ministry, wit- 

ucssing through a bus ministry, and attend- 
'ce increases. Featured speakers included 

V dam A. Powell, associate director of 
'' angelism for the Home Mission Board; 

- Ray Sadler, minister of evangelism, Park 
Avenue church, Nashville; Gardiner Gentry, 

■ rector of bus evangelism, Beth Haven 
rA”rch. Louisville; and J. J. Wolf, Total 
I 'angelistic Concepts, Nashville.

Jack Lowndes, president of the Southern 
Baptist Home Mission Board of Directors 
mounts plaque honoring Luther Rice at his 
birthplace in Northboro, Mass. (HMB photo 
by Knolan Benfield)

REVIVAL RESULTS
Bartlebaugh church, Chattanooga, held 

revival services with David Walker serving 
as evangelist. There were 19 professions of 
faith with 16 joining by baptism, one join
ing by letter, and several rededications. Bill 
May, minister of music at Riceville church, 
provided the special music. C. E. Blevins is 
pastor.

In the Dyer Association, Harmony church 
reports three professions of faith and six 
rededications during a revival led by a 
team from the Baptist Student Union at the 
University of Tennessee at Martin. Jerry 
D. Woods is pastor of the church. First 
church, Dyersburg, held revival services with 
W. A. Boston, Raleigh. Tenn.; Carroll Ow
ens, Paris; David Byrd, Jackson; Bill Bates, 
Jackson; and David Cavenaugh, Union uni
versity all serving on the evangelistic team. 
There were 11 additions by baptism, four 
by letter, and 46 rededications. Robert Orr 
is pastor.

In the same association, Hillcrest church 
was led in revival by a team from Union 
university. There were two professions of 
faith and several rededications. Reuben Trus
sell is pastor.

Letter To The Editor
Dear Mr. Lester:

A great many overseas projects have been 
promoted among Souther?- Baptists with the im
plication that they were being coordinated through 
the Foreign Mission Board. Too many are not. 
Some of these efforts have created serious prob
lems for existing work.

Because of the increasing number of such in
stances and the problems they present to a co
operative program of world missions, the Foreign 
Mission Board took the following action in its 
June meeting at Ridgecrest Baptist Assembly:

“In these days of colossal needs and tremendous 
opportunities we rejoice because of the desire of 
pastors and laymen for direct personal involve
ment in missions even if only for short-term 
projects. Remarkable services have been rendered 
at great personal costs.

“It is our conviction that mission ministries and 
witness can best be strengthened when this in
volvement is planned with and coordinated through 
the Foreign Mission Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, its staff, and its related Missions 
overseas. Dissipation of resources in fractionary 
movements can be avoided and maximum effective
ness experienced through the channels of the For
eign Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Con
vention, its missionaries, and the National Bap
tist bodies with whom it works in closet coopera
tion.

“Area Secretaries and Consultants (Medical, Lay- 
Involvement, Evangelism and Church Development) 
stand ready to assist Southern Baptists in finding 
meaningful involvement in missions. This approach 
would make the involvement of pastors and lay
men both effective and fruitful, strengthening our 
work overseas, as well as at home.”

It is my hope that pastors and laymen when 
approached either for funds or for participation in

LEADERSHIP CHANGES
Jerald E. Smith, pastor of First church, 

Tiptonville for the past three years, has 
resigned to accept a call to the Woodlawn 
church in Jackson. He is already on the field 
there.

James L. Austin, Calvary church, Kings
port, has been called as pastor of First 
church, Rogersville. He will be on the field 
Aug. 1.

Daryl L. Randall is the new minister of 
music and youth at Graceland church in 
Memphis. For the past three years he has 
served on the staff of the Van Winkle 
church, Jackson, Miss. He is a graduate of 
Southeast Missouri State college and Golden 
Gate Baptist Theological seminary. Grace
land’s pastor is E. Lowell Adams.

Four leadership changes were announced 
in the Hamilton County Association re
cently. Elmer Piper has begun his ministry 
with the East Lake church in Chattanooga, 
and Elmer J. Foust has been on the field 
as pastor of the Spring Creek Road church 
since June 25. S. W. Swanson has resigned 
as pastor of Falling Water Tabernacle. Nor
man Skinner has been called as minister of 
music for the Tyner church. He is serving 
presently as choral director at the Ring
gold High School. A. Marvin Sanders is the 
pastor.

In the Dyer Association, the Zion Hill 
church has called Dennis W. Knott as pas
tor.

Following his ordination to the gospel 
ministry, Garry Miller was called as mission 
pastor to the First church, Humboldt. He 
was ordained by the Rogers Creek church, 
McMinn Association.

In the Nashville Association, Robert Le- 
May, pastor of Eastwood church, has re
signed to become pastor of the Rock Springs 
church in Maury Association. Three new 
pastors include Richard F. Adkinson, the 
new pastor of the Hillhurst church; Rayon 
City pastor, Jack Sprinkle; and Goodletts- 
ville pastor Roger Abington to serve the 
First church.

Paul Williams has resigned as pastor of 
the Cedar Creek church, Wilson County 
Association. He and his family will make 
their home in Madison.

W. Eugene Spears, Jr., pastor of First 
church, Chattanooga, has resigned, effective 
August 15, to accept the call as pastor of 
the First church of Beaufort, S.C.

such ventures will contact the Foreign Mission 
Board to clarify relationships.

All of us are praying that this action will en
hance the effectiveness of the growing involvement 
of Baptist pastors and laymen in the task of sharing 
Christ around the world.

Sincerely,
Drew J. Gunnells
President, Foreign Mission Board 
Richmond, Va.
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Emblem Is Selected
For Centennial Anniversary

By W. Fred Kendall

The Centennial Committee is working 
hard in formulating plans for the celebration 
of the hundredth anniversary of the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention in 1974. Finish
ing out the century can well be three of the 
greatest years of the whole era. It can be a 
fitting climax and a realization of the dreams 
of our fathers as they labored so long ago.

On the front of the Baptist And Reflector 
today is a symbol which has been chosen 
for this anniversary year. It embodies the 
very heart of the Christian faith which Bap
tists have adhered to and proclaimed 
through the century and long before. The 
world is the field. The cross is central. The 
symbol of the fish is incorporated in the 
center of the world. This symbol has great 
meaning in church history.

In the early centuries when the Chris
tians were persecuted in the Roman Empire 
they had to go underground and hide out to 
worship and carry on their work. They de
vised a symbol which would identify their 
places of worship and where they were. It 
was the fish. The reason for choosing it was 
found in the Greek language which most of 
them used.

The Greek word for fish was “ichthus”. 
It made an acrostic for all of the names ap
plied to Jesus. The first letter is the Greek 
iota or “i” which they used as the first letter 
of Jesus since they did not have a “j”. The 
“ch” was the Greek letter chi which stood 
for the first letters of “Christ”. The “th” 
was the Greek letter theta and the first letter 
of their word theos which meant “God”. 
The “u” was the Greek upsilon for our 
“u” which was the first letter of the Greek 
word “xuios” which meant “son”. The last 
letter was “s” which was sigma or our “S” 
and the first letter of the Greek word “Soter” 
which meant Savior. So Ichthus really meant 
Jesus Christ God Son Savior.

The sign of the fish is found in the cata
combs of Rome and was probably the very 
first sign ever used to signify the Christian 
faith. It can have great meaning for us to
day if we recapture the faith and dedica

OFFERED BY PROSPECTUS ONLY

FIRST MORTGAGE CHURCH BONDS
REGISTERED AS TO 

PRINCIPAL AND INTEREST

INTEREST PAYABLE 
SEMI-ANNUALLY

WRITE

CHURCH SECURITIES, INC.
(REG BROKER DEALERS) 

4095 CLAIRMONT RD 
ATLANTA. GA 30341 

TEL 451-5431 
DIAL TOLL FREE 
1-800 241-3166

tion of the first century Christians in this 
last part of the twentieth century.

You will also note that the symbol is 
framed with the map of Tennessee. This is 
the arena in which Tennessee Baptists have 
labored for nearly two centuries. This last 
one has been within the family of a united 
effort in one Convention of cooperating 
churches.

I have been asked to write the history of 
Tennessee Baptists. I will take up where 
Dr. O. W. Taylor left off. Our state has a 
history which is filled with so much that 
gives meaning to our work today. We can 
only understand our present and know what 
our future promises as we understand our 
past. I have already done a lot of reading 
in the broad background. Our fathers paid 
a great price for ail that we enjoy today.

It is the hope of the Centennial Commit
tee that we shall labor together to make 
1973-1974 a time of great effort for our 
Lord and a time in which we shall seek to 
appreciate our heritage in a worthy manner. 
I shall also appreciate any help anyone can 
give in tracing the history through the last 
one hundred fifty years. I shall be seeking to 
utilize all the sources of material which are 
available. Let us work together for a great 
centennial year and for a great climax of a 
great century for our Lord.
Court of Appeals Upholds 
New York Abortion Law

ALBANY, N.Y.—The New York Court 
of Appeals has upheld the state’s liberalized 
abortion law, rejecting the argument that 
unborn babies have a constitutional right to 
live.

In a 5-to-2 decision, the court ruled that 
“unborn children have never been recog
nized as persons in the law in the whole 
sense.”

While various religions and philosophies 
might regard a conceived child as a person, 
Judge Charles B. Breitel wrote in the ma
jority decision: “It is not true, however, that 
the legal order necessarily corresponds to 
the natural order.” (RNS)

Five Winners Announced For 
Broadman Seminarian Award

NASHVILLE—Five winners of the first 
annual Broadman Seminarian Award, a 12 
volume set of the Broadman Bible Com
mentary, have been announced by five of 
the six Southern Baptist seminaries.

Broadman makes the commentaries 
available to each seminary to honor an 
outstanding graduating student each year.

Broadman Press, donor of the awards, 
is the publishing arm of the Southern Bap
tist Sunday School Board. The awards are 
efforts to make long-range contributions to 
sound Bible understanding among pastors 
and laymen. Each seminary establishes 
criteria for selection.

The winners are Douglas W. Maness, 
Southeastern seminary, Wake Forest, N.C., 
and Levi Weldon Price, Jr., Golden Gate 
seminary, Mill Valley, Calif., for their high 
academic averages in biblical studies; Law
rence Matlock, Midwestern seminary, Kan
sas City, Mo., for holding the highest grade 
point average in his graduating class; Rich
ard D. Land, New Orleans seminary, and 
Thomas Henry Graves, Southern seminary, 
Louisville, Ky., for outstanding contribu
tions to their classes. (BP)

TH€ HOLYLN1D 
IS NOW 4T YOUR 

DOORSTEP
9 DAYS 4 COUNTRIES T598

HOLYLAND HOLIDAY 
TOURS DIRECT TO BEIRUT

OCT. 16/72 DALLAS-ATLANTA
OCT. 23/72 DALLAS-ATLANTA
OCT. 30/72 DALLAS-ATLANTA
DEC. 27/72 DALLAS-ATLANTA 
FEB. 21/73 DALLAS-ATLANTA 
MAR. 14/73 DALLAS-ATLANTA

Priced lower than anything remotely 
like it the Holyland Holiday at only 
$598 offers a full-value all expense- 
paid nine day sightseeing visit to the 
ancient lands of the Bible — today's 
Israel, Jordan, Syria and Lebanon.

Wholesale Tours International, Inc.
235 Park Ave. So.. N.Y. 10003

Please rush me full details, without obliga
tion, on the 9-day Holy Land Holiday to Israel, 
Jordan, Lebanon & Syria. - $598. all-inclusive

Print Name---------------------------------------------- -

Street —--------------------------------------------------- -

City.____________ State---------- Zip------- - - --

Telephone:Business
Approx. Departure Date_______________  

□ Pastor □ Layman QB 
Have you ever hosted a tour? If so when 
Size of group you plan to host_____________ _

ASK ABOUT OUR MINISTERIAL 
COURTESY PROGRAM

Thursday, July 20, 1972 Page 9



Special Offer for Readers of the Baptist And Reflector

Faycheck Protection Plan 
FOR YOU

$200 PER WEEK -UP TO $10,400 
$100 PER WEEK -UP TO $5,200 
FOR ACCIDENT OR SICKNESS

WHEN YOU ARE HOSPITAL CONFINED-DUE TO ACCIDENT OR SICKNESS

FOR AS LOW AS $2.50 PER MONTH

Read Every Word of This Important Announcement 4

-NOW -
The Standard Life and Accident Insurance Company’s 
Paycheck Protection Division offers to you as a sub
scriber one of the finest Hospital Income Plans that 
is available.
What happens if you are hospital confined? Your pay
check usually stops but bills continue to pile up. 
Therefore, an income is needed to help pay bills, buy 
groceries, etc. for the family.

< Our new Hospital Income Plan will help offset these 
extra expenses at a small cost that every subscriber 
can well afford. $1.00 pays the first month’s premium 
regardless of age or the number of members in the 
family to be protected. Then you, in accordance with 
your age, will pay the low rates in the following 
schedule.

MEN OR WOMEN 
$200.00 WEEKLY BENEFIT MONTHLY PREMIUM

MEN OR WOMEN 
$100.00 WEEKLY BENEFIT MONTHLY PREMIUM

Ages 18 thru 49. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5.00
Ages 50 thru 65. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $7.00
Ages 66 thru 74. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $9.00

Ages 75 thru 90. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $13.50
Each child (0-17). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1.50

Ages 18 thru 49. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2.50
Ages 50 thru 65. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3.50
Ages 66 thru 74. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4.50
Ages 75 thru 90. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6.75
Each child (0-17). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ .75

(Children receive one-half Hospital Benefits)

ACT NOW—First month’s protection.for only $1.00. Money back guarantee if you are not 100% satisfied— 
your good will is highly valued by us, so if you are not satisfied, return your policy within ten days for a refund 
in full.
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11 IMPORTANT QUESTIONS ANSWERED THAT TELL YOU HOW STANDARD'S 
$100.00 A WEEK EXTRA CASH INCOME GIVES YOU PROTECTION YOU 
NEED TAX FREE.

1. WHY ARE THE PREMIUMS SO LOW?
This is a mass enrollment. No agent will 
call, therefore, you avoid paying agent's 
commissions, but you must mail the enroll
ment form along with $1.00 within 30 days 
from the edition date of this publication.
2. WHAT IF I AM OVER 65?
Even if you are over 65, this plan pays you 
extra cash in addition to Medicare, cash to 
spend as you choose — enjoy peace of mind.
Cash paid directly to you.
3. HOW LONG WILL I BE PROTECTED?
You will be paid $200 (or $100.00)per week 
when you are hospitalized for as long as 52 
weeks, up to $10,400.00 (or $5,200.00)for 
either sickness or accident.
4. MUST I BE CONFINED FOR A FULL 
WEEK TO RECEIVE BENEFITS?
NO, you will be paid at the rate of $28.56 
(or $14.28) per day. Benefits begin the first 
day for accident and after the third day of 
confinement for sickness.
5. ARE BENEFITS TAX FREE?
YES, all benefits are tax free and paid direc
tly to you, unless you wish to assign the 
benefits to your hospital or doctor.
6. HOW DOES THE MONEY BACK GUAR
ANTEE WORK?
Examine the policy in the privacy of your 
home, show it to your doctor, friends or at
torney. They will tell you this is the best 
offer for the premium charged. If not com
pletely satisfied, return in 10 days for a full 
refund.
7. WHEN DOES THE COVERAGE BE
COME EFFECTIVE?
The same day that we receive your com
pleted form along with $1.00 and issue your 
policy.
8. IS THIS COMPANY LICENSED IN YOUR 
STATE?
YES, Standard Life and Accident is Licen
sed, and conforms to all state laws, with 
many years of faithful service to policy hol
ders.
9. WHAT IS NOT COVERED BY THIS POL
ICY?
The only conditions not covered are hos
pital confinement due to military service, 
suicide, veneral disease, mental derange
ment, rest, cure, dental work, childbirth or 
complications of pregnancy, and confine
ment in a government hospital.
10. HOW WILL I PAY THE PREMIUMS 
AFTER THE FIRST MONTH?
Within 30 days after you receive your policy, 
we will send you a premium notice by mail, 
then you may pay one, three, six or twelve 
months premiums as you wish. A discount 
will be allowed if you pay other than monthly.

11. HOW DO I OBTAIN THIS EXTREMELY 
LOW-COST PROGRAM?
Just complete the enrollment form at the 
left of this page, and mail it with $1.00 to

the company address below. Remember, no 
salesman will call, and as this is a limited 
enrollment, mail the form today.

REMEMBER, NO SALESMAN OR AGENT WILL CALL. SPECIAL LIMITED EN
ROLLMENT ENDS 30 DAYS FROM THE EDITION DATE OF THIS PUBLICA
TION. DO NOT DELAY -FILL OUT AND MAIL THE FORM TOGETHER WITH 
S1.00, NO MATTER HOW MANY OF YOUR FAMILY WISH TO ENROLL.

Make all checks or money orders payable to:
Standard Ufa & Accident Insurance Company

MAIL TO STANDARD LIFE AND ACCIDENT INSURANCE COMPANY, 
P.O. BOX 25097. OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA 73193

APPLICATION 
FOR PAYCHECK PROTECTION PLAN
To: Standard Life and Accident Insurance Company

P.O. Box 25097. Oklahoma City. Oklahoma 73^93

Gentlemen: I am enclosing $1.00 in payment for one month's insurance for Standard Life’s 
Paycheck Protection Plan.

My name is-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Street or RFD No------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ -----------

City----------------------------------------------State---------------------------------------------- Zip
Date of Birth, Mo.-------------------Day Year Age
My Occupation is________________________________________ __________________ _

My Beneficiary is Relationship-----------------------------------------
I desire the following WEEKLY BENEFIT □ $200.00 □$100.00
I also hereby apply for coverage for the members of my family listed oelow: 

FIRST NAMES-MIDDLE NAMES-LAST NAMES DATE OF BIRTH

List additional names on separate sheet and enclose with this application blank.

(APPLICANT)
1

MO. DAY YEAR AGE

2

3

4

5. ________________________ _ _____________________ ____

To the best of your knowlege and belief, have you or any person listed above ever had high 
or low blood pressure, heart trouble, diabetes, cancer, arthritis or tuberculosis or have you 
or they, within the last five years, been disabled by either accident or .illness, had medical 
advice or treatment, taken medication for any condition, or been advised to have a surgical 
operation?

YesQ Non
If so, give details stating persons affected, cause, date, name and address of attending 
physician and whether fully recovered.

The undersigned hereby authorized Standard Life and Accident Insurance Company to con
tact their family physician for any necessary information.
Date ——---------------------------------Signature —-----------------------------------------
Form 52 MG Rev. B 2317 (615) B&.R 7
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Significance Of Centennial Emblem
Central in the logo is the cross, symbolic of Christ and his sacrifice. The 

cross is enclosed in the fish symbol to remind of our mission to reach the lost. 
The world calls attention to our worldwide mission. The state outline and name 
goes identity with the dates designating the centennial year.

Home Mission Offering
(Continued from page 1)

vided between church extension and Chris
tian social ministries.

Funds beyond $6 million will be used 
for an evangelistic television ministry 
scheduled for this spring.

However, Miss Hunt said that while the 
evangelistic emphasis was a strong factor, 
other reasons also merit consideration be
cause the offering for foreign missions also 
exceeded its goal without an evangelistic 
appeal as such. •

She said there was a widespread partici
pation in the emphasis period and this en
tire past 12-months were good for mission 
education.

Nevertheless she said that the “wave of 
interest in evangelism in the convention no 
doubt accounts for a large measure of the 
increase.”

‘People are more aware of lost people 
in the nation then ever before,” she said. 
‘Christians are growing to realize that the 
lost are not all like ourselves, and they are 
very responsive to the presentation of new 
and creative types of approaches now used 
by the mission agency.” (BP) 

20 Presbyterian Leaders Among 
Hundreds Under Arrest In 
Portuguese Colony

NEW YORK—Twenty leaders of the 
Presbyterian Church in Mozambique are 
among hundreds of prominent blacks 
arrested and detained by the Portuguese 
colonial regime in the East African land, 
Religious News Service has learned.

Those seized—and the reports on total

SECOND INCOME
EARN $150 TO $400 PER MONTH

• Highest Return on Your Capital • NO Selling
• Manage Your Own Business

U.S. POSTAGE 
STAMP MACHINES

We Obtain Your Locat ons. Minimum Cash Investment Of 
$1,595.00 — up to $5,000.00 Secured By Equipment

• WOMEN OR MEN • ANY AGE • PART TIME, approximately 7 hrs. per month
• NO OVERHEAD • DEPRESSION PROOF • REPEAT INCOME

New Distributorships Still Available In Many Areas Throughout This State

SEND REFERENCES 
NAME, ADDRESS AND 
PHONE NUMBER TO:

Regular Baptist Churches
Oppose Key '73 Program

SAN DIEGO—Messengers to the 41st 
annual conference of the General Associa
tion of Regular Baptist Churches voted 
unanimously to oppose “ecumenical evangel
ism” as represented in Key ’73, the national 
evangelistic effort scheduled for next year.

In a resolution, they asserted that Key ’73 
ignores the warnings contained in I John 
4:1 and II John 9-11 against cooperation 
with certain people and that it “includes 
leaders from apostate denominations.”

Maintaining that Key ’73, through its 
loose structure, is “opening the door to 
confusion about the central message of 
evangelism,” the delegates went on record 
as being “thoroughly opposed to any ecu
menical evangelism which seeks to promote 
unscriptural cooperation without regard to 
the doctrinal position of the participants.” 
(RNS) 

numbers vary—are suspected of support for, 
or contact with, FRELIMO, a liberation 
movement dedicated to expelling the Portu
guese. FRELIMO has control of much of 
northern Mozambique.

While Portugal’s Mission to the United 
Nations denied that such arrests have taken 
place, informed sources in Washington con
firmed the substance of information that 
trickled out of international church offices 
in Geneva in early July.

The sketchy data from Geneva indicated 
that the arrests of the Presbyterian leaders 
took place in June and were part of a larger 
round-up in the area of Lourenco Marques, 
the Mozambique capital which is in the 
southern part of the colony. (RNS)

U. S. POSTAGE STAMP DISTRIBUTION COMPANY
300 INTERSTATE NORTH, N.W.
SUITE 328
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30339
INTERSECTION I-75 NORTH & I-285

CHURCH FURNITURE 
by LINDSEY

DIRECT FROM THE 
FACTORY—PEWS, PULPIT 
TABLES, CHAIRS, FIBRE- 
GLASS BAPTISTRIES AND 
CLASSROOM EQUIPMENT

PHONE 615-762-2249
BOX 429

LAWRENCEBURG, TENN. 38464

ANSELL T. BAKER’S

W^^RLD
MISSIONS

Travels
Presents

2 EXCITING TOURS FOR FALL OF 1972
SEPT. 18-OCT. 2—EUROPEAN MISSIONS TOUR

An introduction to the Foreign Mission Study 
for this year—go see it, study it and return to 
share it.

Nov. 20-30—Holy Land And Middle East Missions 
The best of the Holy Land plus our Missions min
istry in Israel, Lebanon and Jordan—also Cairo. 
1973—MISSIONS TRAVEL OPPORTUNITIES:

African Mission Safari—Jan. 15-31
East Asia Missions Tour—April 23-May 10 
South America Missions Tour—Sept. 17-0ct. 1 
Holy Land and Middle East—Mar. 12-22

Nov. 19-29
For Details Write: WORLD MISSIONS TRAVELS 

P. 0. Box 21441
Chattanooga, Tenn. 37421
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Unique Chape! Stresses Service Of Handicapped

FT. WORTH—A sign planted in front of 
a small church here makes plain its inten
tion: “A church where the handicapped can 
grow and serve.”

Crusaders Chapel is one of two Southern 
Baptist supported congregations in Texas 
which minister exclusively to the handi
capped. The other is Bartimaeus Temple 
in Dallas.

Liebert Armour, who served as pastor of 
Crusaders Chapel for five years until he 
recently accepted another church, com
mented on the church’s motto:

“We really put emphasis on service in the 
chapel. We have had people come to visit 
us and marvel that these poor handicapped 
people have gotten out and come to church.

“Yet they don’t think anything of them 
going to work five mornings a week. So, 
why shouldn’t they be expected at church on 
Sunday?”

The chapel was organized by Sagamore 
Hill Baptist church in January 1956. It had 
its beginning through Ronald Ballard who 
was paralyzed from his neck down in a car 
tragedy in 1952.

He related, “As I lay waiting for 
the ambulance to arrive, I accepted 
Christ for the first time. I attended 
Sagamore Hill but felt out of place 
because I could not participate in all 
the programs.
“In 1955, I attended a club for the phys

ically handicapped and for the first time 
since my wreck, felt at ease and able to 
enjoy myself.”

He mentioned to his pastor’s wife, Mrs. 
Fred Swank, that he felt a need existed 
for a church for the handicapped; a church 
free of psychological and architectural bar
riers.

Mrs. Swank took the idea to the church 
and Tarrant Baptist Association for support.

Today, the church’s 50 members meet in 
an especially-designed building. Nine years 
ago, a 15-year loan was taken on the 
$20,000 structure. The members proudly 
announce that only $330 is left to pay on 
the note.

All the doors of the chapel are extra wide, 
making entrance easy for persons confined 
to wheelchairs. The entrance and the po
dium are ramped and empty spaces are 
situated among the rows of moveable chairs 
for wheelchairs.

Armour said the congregation is 
made up of one-third people in wheel
chairs, one-third who are otherwise 
physically handicapped and one-third 
able-bodied persons who are family or 
close friends of the others.

Subscribe Now To
Baptist And Reflector

A further look at the chapel’s members 
reveals no one under the age of 15, most 
being between 25 and 45. Many hold 
professional positions.

Services are scheduled for Sunday morn
ings and Wednesday evenings. A monthly 
fellowship affords members an opportunity 
to invite other handicapped in the area to 
visit and see “what they’re all about.”

Armour, who began serving as pastor of 
a mission in Columbus, Ohio, in early June, 
said the church tried several new things 
this year including a radio show, several 
cantatas and a retreat at Tarrant Association 
encampment. (BP)

Ron Willis Named Street 
Minister In San Antonio

SAN ANTONIO, Tex.—Ron Willis, who 
pioneered for Southern Baptists in a street 
ministry in the Haight-Ashbury area of San 
Francisco, will become street minister of 
First Baptist church here, August 15.

For the past 21A years, Willis, 31, has 
directed an inner city ministries program 
under the Southern Baptist Home Mission 
Board in Bangor, Maine.

Willis first joined the Home Mission 
Board in early 1967 to continue an experi
mental street ministry which he had begun 
in Haight-Ashbury in Nov. 1966, while as
sociate pastor of South San Francisco’s Im
manuel Baptist church. (BP)
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It’s Ordering Time!
Your favorite lesson commentaries 
are ready for 1972-73.

Adult LIFE AND WORK Lesson Annual 
1972-73
Bible text from modern translations;
Bible truths; teaching procedures; 
teaching aids. Life and Work Series.

Broadman Comments 1972-73
Bible text from KJV; present-day applica
tions; bibliographies; audiovisual helps. 
Convention Uniform Series.

Rozell’s Complete Lessons 1972-73
Word for word text; outlines; concise 
introductions and conclusions. KJV. In
ternational Uniform Series.

Standard Lesson Commentary 1972-73
Eight pages of helps; verse-by-verse ex
planations; outlines; special articles. 
KJV. International Uniform Series.

Tarbell’s Teacher’s Guide 1972-73
RSV and KJV parallel texts; historical 
and geographical backgrounds.

Use this convenient form to place your 
order today.

LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Sunday School Lesson for Sunday, July 23, 1972

CREATING OPPORTUNITIES
By W. R. White

Baylor University, Waco, Texas

Basic Passage: Acts 15:36 to 16:40
Focal Passages: Acts 16:8-10,13-15, 25, 29-32

Some people rush in where angels fear to 
tread in their zeal for witnessing. This is 
apt to drive others away instead of winning 
them.

Ask about special quantity prices on 
The Adult Life and Work Lesson Annual 
and Broadman Comments.

Baptist Book Store please send:

{ __ THE ADULT LIFE AND WORK LESSON 
[ ANNUAL 1972-73 (Convention) $3.25 
! BROADMAN COMMENTS 1972-73
i (Broadman) $3.25
• __ ROZELL’S COMPLETE LESSONS
i 1972-73 (Zondervan) $3.95
; STANDARD LESSON COMMENTARY 
i 1972-73 (Standard) $4.25
i __ TARBELL’S TEACHER’S GUIDE
J 1972-73 (Revell) $3.95
I
i Enclosed is $Charge □

i Credit Card No__________________  
i
{ Name_______ _________________  
i
} Address_______________________  
| City_________________________

] State Zip
i (State sales tax, if applicable, extra. 
! Add 25£ for postage on cash orders) 
i i i i i i i i i i i i ii______________________________

On the other hand, 
most of us are too timid 
and cautious for fear of 
making a mistake. Still 
others claim that they 
just do not see any good 
opportunities for wit
nessing.

In his compassion and 
zeal Paul moved in the 
wrong direction occa
sionally as the record re
veals. Fortunately, he 
was so full of the Holy

Spirit that he was hindered from making a 
tragic mistake. He was very sensitive to the 
leadership of the Spirit.

Being hindered from going in certain 
directions, Paul was not open to opportuni
ties. The Holy Spirit indicated to him in a 
vision the right direction to go, the door 
did open and he promptly entered therein.

We must desire opportunities seriously 
enough. Then the Holy Spirit will direct us. 
In the meantime we "must be building up 
good will and confidence among the un
reached. The Lord will tell when and how 
to make the approach.

Sometimes we will be led in strange ways 
into new situations when we have no con
tacts.
A Strange Vision Comes
Acts 16:6-10

MGRPARTNERS

BAPT ST 
BOOK 
STORE

Paul had moved mostly in the area of Asia 
Minor. He seeks to continue toward the 
orient but is now strangely hindered by the 
Holy Spirit. Evidently he was puzzled at 
first.

Just as strangely he was led westward to 
Macedonia. Immediately he responded; dis
covering that he was truly guided of the 
Lord.

This movement changed the course of 
Christian history and the nature of western 
culture and development.
Witnessing Privileges Open 
Acts 16:13-15

On the Sabbath they went out to the 
riverside and found a group of women as
sembled for worship. They joined them in 
worship and witnessed to them.

In the group was a woman and her house
hold with her. The Lord opened her heart 
so that she gave rapt and favorable atten

tion to the gospel. As a result she and her 
household were baptized.

Lydia was a successful business woman. 
She urged the missionaries to come to her 
home for fellowship, worship and no doubt 
for hospitality. Thus a new work was 
started which was to spread over Europe 
and beyond.

A Rare Opportunity Develops
Acts 16:13-15

Some designing rascals were exploiting an 
unfortunate young woman who seemed to 
have a gift for telling fortunes. She gave 
witness To the ministry and message of Paul 
and Silas as true representatives of the Most 
High God with the word of salvation.

This exploitation and the reflection of 
such testimony on their cause disturbed Paul 
so greatly that he commanded the evil spirit 
to come out of her. This destroyed their 
source of revenue, coming from the poor 
victim. When a bad business is put out of 
business, real trouble begins.

Paul and Silas were thrown into jail 
and severely treated. Instead of bewailing 
their unjust plight, they began singing praises 
in the night.

The other prisoners heard them. It was an 
unheard of behavior under such circum
stances. It must have profoundly impressed 
everybody. Here was a new faith which in
spired a song in the midst of most poignant 
adversity.

The Lord sent an earthquake which shook 
all gates and doors on the prison ajar. This 
frightened the jailer to the point of pre
paring to commit suicide.

Paul saved him from such a tragic act 
by assuring him that all the prisoners were 
there and none had escaped.

This combination of strange events led 
the jailer to inquire as to how to be saved. 
He was told that if he and his household 
would believe they would be saved. They 
not only believed but were baptized.

Instead of imprisonment stopping a min
istry of witness it opened new opportunities 
on every side.

“Baptists Who Know, Care” 
Church members will support Baptist 
work in Tennessee and around the 
world if they are informed of the 
needs by reading the BAPTIST AND 
REFLECTOR.
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From the 
Executive Secretary

By W. Fred Kendall

Kendall

This week the Public Relations repre
sentatives from all of our institutions and 
agencies will be meeting in a conference 

at the Henry Horton 
State Park. This is an 
annual meeting which is 
very important for the 
workers. They review 
what is being done in 
the field and they also 
exchange ideas. They 
seek to find ways to im
prove the Public Rela
tions of all of our in
stitutions and agencies 
with our own church 
membership and also 

with the pubac in general.
Good public relations is vital to all of 

our work. It begins with good lines of 
communication between the organizations 
and the people and churches they serve. 
Giving adequate reports and all vital and 
necessary information to the people is of 
greatest importance. Usually a bad image 
and destructive criticisms are caused by 
lack of information, the wrong information, 
partial and incomplete information or mis
representation.

We have many means of communicating 
with the churches and the public. The 
Baptist And Reflector is one of our best 
mediums of bringing news and vital reports 
to the homes of church members. Direct 
mail also serves many purposes with various 
information and reports. Much time is 
spent in producing material which is inform
ative and which is in an attractive form 
which will be read.

It is sometimes discouraging to know 
how many people never take the time to 
read valuable information which they need 
to better understand the programs of work 
and the progress which is being made. We 
get letters from time to time that reveal 
that all of the efforts to inform the people 
have not succeeded with some.

We are fortunate to have some very able 
and deeply dedicated people working in this 
field of public relations. They are working 
hard to bridge the gulf between the insti
tutions and the many publics to which they 
must respond. They are trying to find the 
very best ways of communication which 
will get the proper results and which will 
be used. They want an informed and in
telligent church membership and also an 
informed public about all of our work. They 
feel they have a story to tell which is filled 
with much progress and success which 
brings glory to our Lord.

Another very important matter is that 
of cooperation and teamwork. We have 
the very finest fellowship among our

On Matters of

d-^ivincj

By Dr. B. David Edens, 
Director, Marriage and 
Family Program 
Stephens College 
Columbia. Missouri 65201

Mutual Fears
The idea of having teenage volunteers 

act as “foster grandchildren” to oldsters in 
a California town plummeted to the bottom 
of the generation gap, reports Family Life. 
Senior citizens approached with the pro
posal that teenage “friends” run errands for 
them, write letters or just socialize on oc
casion, responded with a definite “no, 
thanks” on the grounds that they fear 
today’s youth. Teenagers also rejected the 
project, telling civic leaders that “. . . . 
there’s a fear of the older person, the feeling 
that he’s old and senile and maybe a mon
ster.” 

workers. They seek to speak with a unified 
voice for Tennessee Baptists as we march 
together with the great aim of bringing 
men to God through Jesus Christ. They 
seek to strengthen each other by building 
such a united approach which shows that 
all are seeking to follow Christ as Lord in 
accomplishing His work and in fulfilling 
His plans through the various programs of 
work in their institutions and agencies.

It is remarkable that we are such a di
verse people with so many different back
grounds and with so many different kinds 
of communities and yet that we have such 
a fine spirit of united effort and coopera
tion. It is due to the fact that we are all 
trying to follow the same Lord and to find 
how to do His will to the best of our 
ability in our time. This is what these 
public relations workers are seeking to do. 
They want to aid in binding us together 
in one great fellowship in Christ. They are 
His servants and your servants in perform
ing this great task.

PRINTING WITH OFFSET? Try Eze-Klip 
for the church bulletin. Pictures, Fill
ers, Headlines, Borders, Ideas. For 
free samples write Eze-Klip, Box 
406BR, Tulia, Texas 79088.
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Fiber Glass Baptistries 
Repair Old and Build New 
Call 292-4029 or Write

Ashbaugh Fiber Glass 
P.O. Box 894, Nashville, Tenn. 37202

Historically:
From the files

50 YEARS AGO
Word was received that the 1923 

Southern Baptist Convention would be 
held in Kansas City, Missouri. Con
vention headquarters was to be the 
Baltimore Hotel located within two 
blocks of Convention Center.

H. F. Templeton, pastor of the 
Limestone churcl had inaugurated a 
custom of holding an annual “old 
folks meet” at h<s church. For the 
July 1922 gathering, over 500 people 
were present to hear Livingston T. 
Mays of Greeneville.

20 YEARS AGO____ . _________________________ ___ -

Baptist Memorial Hospital, Mem
phis, observed its fortieth anniversary 
July 13-20 with a week-long celebra
tion. Construction plans were being 
made for the groundbreaking of a 
new 13-story addition.

Arthur Flake, pioneer Sunday 
School and Training Union leader for 
over 30 years among Southern Bap
tists, died in Memphis at the age of 
90. He was the author of “Building 
a Standard Sunday School” and in 
1920 was named head of the Depart
ment of Sunday School Administra
tion of the Baptist Sunday School 
Board.

10 YEARS AGO
Warren F. Jones submitted his res

ignation as president of Union uni
versity after 18 years of service. He 
planned to retire the next summer at 
the age of 66.

Peyton’s Creek church at Mono- 
ville celebrated its 150th anniversary 
July 15. A church history pamphlet 
was dedicated to the first pastor, John 
Wiseman. The pastor was George 
Bennett Masters.

At a price 
Any Church Can Afford 

Write or call

WAGONER BROS. ■
MFG. CO.

Phone: OR 5-2468 
Booneville, Arkansas
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Edge Forms Renewal Center In Louisville
By Walker Knight

LOUISVILLE, Ky.—The eight-year 
dream of Professor Findley B. Edge for a 
renewal institution took form here recently 
as the Vineyard Conference Center.

Edge, professor of religious education at 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, has 
led renewal conferences since the early 
1960’s.

The conferences of 40 or fewer par
ticipants have brought clergy and laity to
gether to revitalize their spiritual lives.

Edge sought to equip them to break out 
of the inwardness and overconcern for the 
institution which he feels is choking the 
vitality of churches.

His understanding of this need came 
through a major study of the process of 
institutionalization, and he published his 
findings in a book, “A Quest for Vitality in 
Religion.”

Not content to analyze, Edge sought 
ways to turn the process around.

He first attempted large conferences with 
nationally-famous resource guests, without 
much success.

Next he took sabbatical leave to inves
tigate Europe’s evangelical lay academies, 
from which he borrowed concepts for the 
three or four renewal conferences he spon
sored each year.

Volunteer Staff
For one thing, he insisted that pastors and 

laity come together for the conferences, 
and he started using the small group dis
cussion technique within a larger group of 
not more than 40.

All the while he dreamed of one day 
establishing a renewal center with facilities 
and staff for year-round conferences.

For that center he sought to raise 
S 100,000 to insure a three-year start.

He missed out on raising the $100,000 
but he feels “the hand of God” brought 
about the realization of a new, more flexi
ble concept.

Volunteers are helping staff the center 
now, and he hopes to announce permanent 
staff members soon.

Facilities became available through the 
seminary’s Center for Continuing The
ological Education, which he rents as 
needed. No official connection exists be
tween the center and the seminary.

He also plans regional conferences to get 
his ideas and methods to more people.

The Vineyard has incorporated with a 
board of directors reflecting both Protestant 
and Roman Catholic groups. However, 
Edge expects most of his work to be with 
Southern Baptists.

Conference Each Month
He says the Vineyard is dedicated to help 

individuals and churches discover, at in
creasingly deeper levels, the life to which 
God is calling all His people.

The center will sponsor separate confer

ences for pastors and church staffs, seminary 
students and their wives, the laity in voca
tional areas such as medical ethics and 
additional conferences of general appeal.

The present schedule of conferences in
cludes about one per month through May, 
with such renewal movement leaders as 
Gordon Cosby, Elton Trueblood, Lyman 
Coleman and Reuel Howe.

Edge, author of a new volume “The 
Greening of The Church,” exhibits a strong 
commitment to the local congregation and 
especially wants to “bridge the gap between 
the conference center and the church.”

He has seen individuals “turn on” at 
conferences, then go back to their churches 
and become more dissatisfied than ever 
because nothing happens.

Many become professional conference at- 
tenders, Edge says, “but the action is in the 
local congregation and I want to help in
dividuals and churches find ways of being 
the people of God where they are.” (BP)

(Editor’s Note: Walker Knight is editor of 
“Home Missions” magazine, and chief of the 
Atlanta Bureau of Baptist Press.)

Student Summer Missionary 
Killed In Auto Accident

STOCKTON, Mo.—Memorial services 
for student summer missionary Ginger Per
kins, 21, killed in an automobile accident 
July 6 were held in First Baptist church, 
Hornersville, Mo., and Stockton, Mo.

Miss Perkins’ co-worker, Kathy Huston, 
of Wichita, Kan., was placed under observa
tion in a Wichita hospital, though she was 
not believed to have been severely injured. 
The accident occurred between Fort Stock- 
ton and Eldorado Springs while the summer 
missionaries were publicizing their camping 
and community ministries at Lake Stockton, 
a resort camping area.

Both girls were summer missionaries ap
pointed by their Baptist Student Unions to 
work within Missouri. Miss Perkins was a 
senior at the University of Missouri, Co
lumbia, and Miss Huston is a sophomore at 
William Jewell college, Liberty, Mo. (BP)

Brethren Church Invites American 
Baptists To Enter An
'Associated Relationship'

CINCINNATI—Delegates to the An
nual Conference of the Church of the 
Brethren here approved a motion to invite 
the American Baptist Convention to enter 
into an “associated relationship” aimed at 
deepening fellowship and cooperation be
tween the two Churches.

They stressed that the move showed a de
sire to foster cooperation “at all levels of 
Church life without losing identity as auton
omous denominational bodies,” and gave 
local parishes an opportunity to enter into 
cooperation while either retaining ties with 
their parent bodies or uniting with both 
bodies. (RNS)

Plummeting Membership Is Call To 
Evangelism, Says Welch Baptist

Baptist membership is falling faster in 
Wales than in any other country in the 
world from which there are current figures. 
Although depressing, the situation is also 
a clear call to evangelism, says M. J. Wil
liams, secretary of the Baptist Union of 
Wales.

An editorial in the April 28 issue of “Se- 
ren Cymru,” Welch Baptist 
paper, gives Baptist statistics for 
1928 and 1972. In 1928 there 
were 756 churches, in 1972 
there are 693; in 1928, 404 min
isters, in 1972, 216; in 1928, 
3286 baptisms, in the last year 
454; in 1928 there were 100,- 
021 Baptist church members, 
now there are 51,272.

Williams made his statement 
at the annual conference of the 
English Assembly of the Baptist 
Union of Wales, held at Beth
any, Pembrokeshire County, 
Wales.

“According to the Baptist 
World Alliance, Baptists are ad
vancing everywhere in the world 
except in Europe,” Williams told 
the conference.

“The loss is greatest of all in 
Wales, and the spiritual reces
sion is greater here than any
where.

“Congregations are aging, 
young people are disappearing. 
Somehow we have not yet dis
covered what evangelism means 
in this sort of situation.”

Williams urged churches not to be too 
drastic or reckless in pruning their member
ship rolls.

In the last year for which figures are 
available, there were 454 baptisms against 
1184 deaths and 1278 erasures.

“The ever-widening margin of members 
whose relationship to the church is so de
pressingly casual is our immediate field of 
mission,” Williams said. “It is here that re
newal must begin.” (EBPS)
Lowry Joins PR Office Of 
Sunday School Board

NASHVILLE—James A. Lowry, native 
of Miami, Okla., has joined the staff of the 
Southern Baptist Sunday School Board here 
as an information specialist in the Office of 
Public Relations.

He will share responsibilities for interpret
ing the work of the Sunday School Board 
through news and feature writing.

Lowry received his Bachelor of Arts in 
Journalism from the University of Okla
homa and was an active member of the 
Public Relations Student Society of Amer
ica. He also attended Northeastern Okla
homa A&M Jr. college.

He was music director at the First Bap
tist church, Grove, Okla., for two years and 
also was employed as a social worker with 
the Department of Public Welfare. (BP)
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