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Three Tennesseans Earn 
New Orleans Degrees

Surber Growden Davis

Three Tennesseans were among 56 stu
dents receiving degrees or awards from New 
Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary dur
ing the annual fall commencement exercises 
last month.

James Arthur Growden and Earl Howard 
Surber both received the diploma in Pas
toral Ministry; and Cos H. Davis was award
ed the Doctor of Education'degree. Grow
den, pastor of Mississippi City First Church 
near Gulfport, is the son of Mrs. Flora 
Growden of Tullahoma: Surber, the son of 
Mr. and Mrs. H. E. Surber of Memphis, is 
pastor of Northshore Chapel in Slidell, La.

Davis, who is pastor of Avondale Chapel 
in Marrero, La., is the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
C. H. Davis of Quebeck, Tenn.

■■■

Lawrence County Initiates
Jail Ministry Services

The Lawrence County Baptist Association 
has begun a new volunteer chaplaincy serv
ice with the local county jail, according to
Allen Grant, superintendent of missions.

Grant stated that the ministry appears to 
be very successful and pointed out that the 
same two preachers were going each week, 
rather than on a rotating assig nri ent. “Pre
vious attempts at programs there have not 
been very successful,” he said, “because 
different pastors were going each week, and 
the men felt they were coming only to fill an 
assignment.”

The present chaplain, Lawrence Steiner, 
pastor of First Church, Ethridge, works 
along with Bob Thomas, a preacher licensed 
recently by the Park Grove Church. Services 
are held each Sunday at 1:30 p.m. at the 
jail. The chaplain is on call 24 hours a day 
and is encouraging the churches in Lawrence 
County to participate by providing song 
books, study literature, and volunteers, 
Grant said.

Ralph E. Norton, executive secretary-treasurer, Tennessee Baptist Convention, presided 
during sessions of At Home Week for TBC s taffers and superintendents of missions. The 
meetings were held Jan. 8-11 at the Convention’s Executive Board Building in Brent
wood.

Leslie Baumgartner, director, Missions Department, Tennessee Baptist Convention,
speaks to superintendents of missions and TBC staff members during the groups’ At 
Home Week Jan. 8-11 in Brentwood.

Brotherhood Officers To Meet Feb. 22-23
The semi-annual state Brotherhood offi

cers meeting will be held in Brentwood at 
the Tennessee Baptist Convention Building 
Feb. 22-23. Registration will begin at 6:00 
p.m. on Friday.

Jim Newton, editor, “World Mission Jour
nal,” Brotherhood Commission, Memphis, 
will deliver the opening message at 7:00 
p.m. Group training sessions will be offered 
in promotion, planning for “Lay Witness,” 
“Making Missions Meaningful to Royal 
Ambassadors,” and “Planning for State 

Royal Ambassador Committeemen.” Group 
leaders will include Newton; Joe Howard, 
Rockwood; James Gibson, missionary to 
Tanzania; and Bill Highsmith, state RA di
rector. The training sessions will be offered 
Friday and Saturday.

Saturday. afternoon, Morris Frank, 
Smyrna, will offer plans for a state wide con
ference for Baptist men in Murfreesboro 
during the 1974 Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion. A business meeting and the appoint
ment of the nominating committee will con
clude the sessions Saturday afternoon.



Devotional

The Christian Ideal
Support Systems....

By James L. Austin, Pastor 
First Baptist Church, Rogersville

By Herschel H. Hobbs
“Think on these things.”—Phil. 5:8

This is one of the sweetest verses in the 
Bible. In it Paul sets forth six basic virtues 
which should, occupy the. minds of Chris
tians. If they occupy our minds they will be 
in our hearts and lives. They may sound 
old-fashioned in an age of permissiveness, 
but they are both timeless and timely in 
value.

“True” means true in character. Paul 
places this first because he knows that all 
moral character and conduct must be based 
upon truth. “Honest” means that which is 
worthy of veneration and which claims the 
Christian’s respect. One must live with him
self. “Just” is related to righteousness in the 
most comprehensive way. A Christian’s life 
should conform to God’s will and way. 
“Pure” means purity of every kind: thoughts, 
deeds, motives—everything which composes 
the Christian’s life. “Lovely” means win
some, the quality which endears one to oth
ers in the highest sense. “Good report” 
means well, good, or fair-speaking. In the 
larger sense it means being attractive in 
character and conduct.

“If there be” is a form of conditional 
sentence meaning that it is true. There is 
virtue in the above qualities. It composes all
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that is excellent in thought or action. 
“Praise” suggests moral excellence worthy 
of praise.

Paul says that Christians should (impera
tive) have the habit of setting their minds 
on these things. Rather than to allow evil 
thoughts to capture their minds, they should 
fill them with the good. Temptation begins 
in the mind. If we keep evil out of our 
thoughts, we can keep it out of our bodies. 
It is no sin to have an evil thought pass 
through your mind. Satan sees that it enters. 
But the sin is in harboring it so that it fouls 
the mind and coerces the will.

In a time when all kinds of filth is 
crammed into literature and drama—in the 
name of realism—these words are most rele
vant. You can and should direct and train 
your thoughts. Failure to do so results in 
their wandering after evil.

By Jim Griffith

As the story goe§, a certain church 
found itself burdefied with a very 
tedious, pious and self-centered clergy
man.

However, in due time, he received 
a call to another church located far 
away and he decided to let the con
gregation know of his plans on the 
very next Sabbath Day.

When Sunday morning came, he 
moved up to the pulpit and began to 
speak, “Brethren, the same Lord Jesus 
who sent me to you is now calling me 
away.”

There was a fleeting moment of si
lence, and then the congregation stood 
and sang, “What A Friend We Have 
In Jesus.”

At any rate, they did not rub it in. 
At least, they did not follow the song 
by standing and quoting the familiar 
text from Job 1:21: “The Lord giveth 
and the Lord taketh away. Blessed be 
the name of the Lord.”

Subscribe Now To 
BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR

Foundational to any superstructure is its 
“Support System.” A building of wood or 
stone must have a firm base and connected 

load -bearing walls or 
beams—else the roof 
comes tumbling down. 
Our personal lives must 
have the support of 
friendship, purpose, and 
Divine love—else the 
roof buries us alive.

Also, the church which 
is made up of soul and 
flesh material must have 

J

a proper support system
Austin if it is to avoid catastro- 

phy. The faithful few 
hold it together being firmly established on 
the true foundation . . . Jesus Christ. Thus 
the strong Christian supporting the weaker 
brother holds together the superstructure of 
the church.

“Somebody Needs Your Love” is no trite 
song title ... it is real ... it is vital ... it 
is challenging. Of course it is easier to criti
cize the failing and fruitless fellow, or to 
complain of having to bear too much of the 
cross, or to snap under the strain of mod
ern church life and splinter in several direc
tions.

The privilege of a support Christian be
gins with the question, “Who needs my min
istry?” She: the grandmother in the rest 
home, the young mother fresh from the di
vorce court, the baby on the cradle roll oj 
nursery floor. He: the teenage boy at the 
generation gap, the business man caught in 
the price freeze, the politician under pres
sure from interest groups. They: the rich on 
the hill, the poor in the hollow . . . the 
white, black, or red man ... the faithful in 
the pew, the absentee in the bed, the oc
casional worshipper ... You and I . . . 
People . . . Living Stones . . . the Church. 
Galatians 6:2 “Bear ye one another’s bur
dens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.”

O God, support the faithful few by Thy 
Holy Spirit that the church may always be 
strong against the winds of confusion, the 
storms of chaotic conditions, or the calms 
of complacency. In the Name of Jesus, 
Amen.

• MIGRANT LABORERS—Migrant 
laborers, most of whom are Spanish-speak
ing, share the worst living conditions of 
any group in the country. Among Spanish
speaking migrants, infant mortality is 125% 
higher than the national rate, influenza and 
pneumonia 200% higher, and TB and other 
infectious diseases 260% higher than the 
national rate.
(Grapevine, Vol. 4, No. 10, May, 1973)
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By W. C. Fields, Director, Baptist Press

Structure Committee Asks 
Mission Strategy Revamp

NASHVILLE—A major study to be considered by the Executive Committee of the 
Southern Baptist Convention in February calls for revision in agency work to increase 
the denomination’s missionary effectiveness in the USA and overseas.

The Committee of Fifteen, which has been at work since February, 1970, evaluating the 
denomination’s national agencies, says in its report just released, “We believe that the time 
has come for bold new strategies in home and foreign missions.”

The Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board currently has work in 77 countries
and the Home Mission Board in all 50 
states, Puerto Rico and Panama. Budgets for 
the two boards total $55 million, and they 
have 4,700 missionaries.

The report will recommend to the SBC 
Executive Committee here February 18-20 
that a comprehensive two-year depth study 
be made of Southern Baptist home and 
foreign mission strategy.

Members of the Committee of Fifteen, an 
Executive Committee subcommittee, indi
cate that this is one of the most important 
of the 22 recommendations included in their 
report. E. W. Price, Jr., High Point, N.C., 
is the committee chairman.

Twenty-eight of the 97 “areas of con
cern” cited in the report deal with the two 
mission boards, the Brotherhood Commis
sion, which develops missionary study and 
participation among Baptist men and boys, 
and Woman’s Missionary Union (WMU), 
which fosters missionary study and work 
among Baptist women and girls.

“Areas of Concern”.
The “areas of concern” specified in the 

report will be referred to the trustees of 
the appropriate agencies for their considera
tion. The agencies are asked to report back 
to the SBC Executive Committee by Febru
ary, 1975, on their disposition of these 
matters.

The study committee expressed disap
pointment over the decline in circulation of 
missionary magazines published by the four 
missionary agencies. Agency personnel are 
asked to review their missionary information 
services and try to reverse this trend.

The four missionary agencies are also re
quested to consider, with the Baptist Sunday 
School Board, the possibility of restoring 
missionary materials to Sunday School and 
Church Training curriculum periodicals.

The report calls attention to the need for 
enrollment upturns in the missionary organi
zations sponsored by Woman’s Missionary 
Union and the Brotherhood Commission. •

WMU enrollment reached a peak of 1.5 
million in 1962 and has dropped almost a 
third in 10 years. Between 1958 and 1972, 
Brotherhood men’s enrollment declined 41
EDITOR’S NOTE: This is the second in a series 
of four articles on the report of the Committee of 
Fifteep.

per cent at a time when church membership 
increased 28 per cent.

Regarding future prospects for these 
groups, the report says, “We see many hope
ful signs,” and the committee urges the re
spective organizations to redouble their ef
forts.

Mission Boards Asked To Promote 
Cooperative Program

The Committee of Fifteen report to the 
SBC Executive Committee calls on the two 
mission boards, both founded in 1845, to 
give greater promotion to the Cooperative 
Program, the SBC unified budget. In the 
1973-74 SBC operating budget of $34 mil
lion, 51.14 per cent of the Cooperative Pro
gram funds will go for foreign missions and 
18.31 for home missions.

The committee expressed gratitude for the 
money raised each year for missions by 
Woman’s Missionary Union. Since its es
tablishment in 1888, WMU has been a ma
jor source of financial support for both 
boards.

The annual WMU Annie Armstrong 
Easter Offerings for home missions have 
totaled $71,064,000. The annual WMU 
Lottie Moon Christmas Offerings for for
eign missions have totaled $237,464,000.

The report cautions the two mission 
boards about unessential growth of home 
office staff. The Foreign Mission Board 
staff has increased from 107 in 1960 to 252 
in 1972, a gain of 136 per cent. This com
pares to a 95 per cent increase in mission
aries to a total of about 2,500.

The committee suggests to the board, 
“Conduct a careful study of the home staff 
with the view to streamlining whenever 

> possible.”
The Home Mission Board home office 

force has increased from 76 in 1959 to 207 
in 1972k The committee cautions against 
overlapping functions and duplicating offices 
and,reminds the board’s trustees and ad
ministration that administrative costs should 
require a small fraction of mission re
sources.

“Evangelism,” Area of Concern
Evangelism is cited as one of the areas of 

concern by the Committee of Fifteen. The 
committee’s report calls on the Home Mis
sion Board, which has the denomination’s 

primary evangelism assignment in the USA, 
to strive to correlate this work more effec
tively with other agencies in literature, stu
dent and lay evangelism and in the use of 
television.

The report adds, “The Study Committee 
does not believe the creation of a separate 
commission on evangelism at this time is 
the answer.” Five reasons for this position 
are given.

1. The entire Home Mission Board is 
basically a board of evangelism;

2. During the past few years evangelism 
has done well under the board’s leadership, 
reaching an all-time high of 452,000 bap
tisms in 1972;

3. “There seems to be excellent coopera
tion between the Home Mission Board and 
the state departments of evangelism;

4. “While a few people have advocated a 
separate organization, the ideas does not 
seem to have gathered widespread support;

5. “The expectation of saving money by 
creating a separate organization does not 
seem to be well founded.”

Special heed is asked of the fact that 
Southern Baptists are not organizing church
es as rapidly as in years past. The committee 
pointed to a new gain of 986 churches in the 
four-year period, 1959-62, but only a net 
gain of 199 churches for 1969-72. Total 
churches now number 34,500.

The committee report asks the Home 
Mission Board’s trustees and administration 
to consider a higher priority for church ex
tension, with a special emphasis in 1976-79, 
concentrating on heavily populated un
churched areas, and giving full consideration 
to the needs of inner cities.

Strengthen Work of Associations
The Home Mission Board is asked to give 

new attention to strengthening the work of 
the district Baptist associations.

Lay renewal efforts by the Home Mission 
Board are encouraged by the committee, 
with cautions expressed against dislocating 
local church activities, diverting tithes and 
offerings from the churches and against un
wise emotional extremism.

The study committee report proposes that 
the Foreign Mission Board take appropriate 
steps to reverse a decline in available candi
dates for foreign missionary service.

The report notes with gratitude the in
crease from 1,283 missionaries in 38 coun
tries in 1958 to 2,507 missionaries in 76 
countries (now 77) in 1972. “Yet it may be 
possible,” the report notes, “for our mis
sionary force to become too thinly scattered. 
It may be also possible that proportionately 
we can have more missionaries than we can 
provide program support.”

The committee report asks the Foreign 
Mission Board likewise to strive to reduce 
the number of resignations among career 
missionaries. It cites 198 resignations (8.63 
per cent) in 1962-66 compared to 398 
(14.78 per cent) in 1967-72.

Communications skills for missionaries 
(Continued on Page 6)
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Guest Editorials

Is Your Church Annuity Participation Adequate?
By Vern Powers, Director, Protection Plans, TBC

The Annuity Board of the Southern Baptist Convention 
has compiled an admirable record in investment returns, 
additions to participant reserves, and increases in annuity 
benefits, in recent years.

In January, 1973, Plan A participants had 10% added 
to the funds working, for them. Another increase of 8 % was 
added the following May.

Plan A annuitants enjoyed a 6% increase in monthly 
checks beginning January 1, 1973, and the “13th check” 
in December was double the regular monthly benefits.

Plan B returns continued at high level during 1973 while 
Plan C (variable annuity) reflected the stock market slide.

It takes time and money to generate an adequate retire
ment income for pastors and staff members. Too many 
of our retiring ministers are facing financial hardship be

cause Protection Program participation was “too little and 
too late”.

The continuing pressures of inflation have alerted our 
churches to the necessity of salary increases for ministerial 
staffs, but, regrettably, comparable increases are not generally 
being made to assure reasonable annuities for these dedicated 
servants. _

We commend the Annuity Board’s appeal that churches 
pay dues based on 10% of total salary for all staff mem
bers. The percentage approach is the only answer to ade
quate preparation for retirement income in our inflationary 
economy.

The lay leadership in our churches should initiate budget 
planning for Protection Program participation, since, under
standably, our pastors and staff members are reluctant to do 
so.

We encourage our churches to make maximum use of the 
opportunities offered by the Annuity Board.

This Ministry, Ako
Dr. L. R. Scarborough (1870-1945) was a prominent 

Southern Baptist pastor, evangelist, seminary president 
(Southwestern), author and denominational leader. Speaking - this growing complexity—nor could it be. The need for
to editors of SBC state papers in 1939, he said:

“The greatest single informational achievement for Bap
tists is the editing, managing and distribution of Baptist 
papers . . . These papers are a fundamental necessity to the 
promotion, expansion and growth of our churches and the 
cause of Christ. To be without them or to fail to adequately 
support them is denominational suicide . . . These papers are 
the only means of promoting all Southern Baptist work 
in every home each week.

There have been many outstanding leaders in our denomi
nation through the decades who were unreservedly com
mitted to the vital ministry of state papers. George W. Truett 
(1867-1944), uniquely endowed Southern Baptist world 
leader, was one of them. He was invited to address the 
1940 Southern Baptist Convention on the importance of 
enlarging the circulation of the respective state journals.
Subsequent to his message, a “Blue Ribbon” co ittee wasMill

authorized to direct the campaign of enlargement. Growth 
in the circulation of state papers dates from that year.

It is important to recognize that in any democracy, polit
ical or religious, responsible participation presupposes an 
informed constituency. Intelligent cooperation is contingent 
upon knowledge. People must know before they can real
istically be expected to do. Dr. Truett emphasized this truth 
in his 1940 address: “The zeal that lasts and grows and 
triumphs is a zeal which is according to knowledge.” This 
is a profound ins;ght and in some ways more relevant than 
when he first made the statement.

During the last three decades our society has become 

increasingly complex. The organized life of our denomina
tion, its agencies and institutions, has not been i f Mil une to

people to know the facts and to understand relationships and 
processes is more acute now than it has ever been before, 
and will become more so.

The growth of the independent church movement in Vir
ginia and throughout the nation is a dramatic illustration of 
the unmet need for reliable information. Often men, both 
ordained and unordained, seek to build a church (?) by 
directing their efforts against the leadership, programs, litera
ture, and mission ministries of Southern Baptists. Their 
method is usually a mixture of untruths, half-truths and 
truths out of context. They engender suspiciousness which is 
encouraged until it becomes criticism and finally comes to 
fruition in hostility and censure. Persons who are unin
formed, or poorly informed are easily deceived by such men!

There is no better defense against this problem than a 
regular flow of reliable information into Baptist homes each 
week.

Dr. L. D. Newton did more than any other one man in 
recent years to interpret the distinctive role and function 
of state papers in SBC life. Speaking in 1964, he said:

“The best investment any church can make in furthering 
the Kingdom of God, at home and to the ends of the earth, is 
putting the Baptist state paper in the homes of the member
ship. The Baptist state papers are the packhorses of every 
phase of denominational life, and a constant channel of in
forming, enlisting and inspiring the people.”

—Julian Pentecost 
The Religious Herald
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FMB Hears Reports, 
Calls Special Meeting

RICHMOND—During its first meeting 
of 1974, the Southern Baptist Foreign Mis
sion Board heard optimistic reports about 
foreign mission advances in 1973, and ap
proved a recommendation that board mem
bers attend a special full meeting of the 
board in February.

In the special meeting February 11-12, 
the board will consider the recently released 
report of the “Committee of 15” to the 
executive committee of the Southern Bap
tist Convention, which includes several rec
ommendations concerning the work of , 
Southern Baptist agencies, including the 
Foreign Mission Board.

“The report is highly significant from the 
standpoint of foreign missions,” said Baker 
J. Cauthen, the board’s executive secretary.

“Because of the importance of this meet
ing, it is our hope that all board members 
will be much in prayer between now and the 
February meeting and may come prepared 
to give their best counsel as to the course 
of action for the future,” Cauthen said.

Largest Number Under Appointment
Louis Cobbs, secretary for missionary per

sonnel, pointed out in his report to the 
board that during 1973 the number of mis
sionaries under appointment increased to 
2,538, the largest number ever under ap
pointment by the Foreign Mission Board. 
This includes 229 new missionaries that 
were appointed during 1973.

“The statistical report for 1973, as en
couraging as it is, tells only a part .of the 
story,” said Cobbs. “The work of the per
sonnel department staff and the committee 
on missionary personnel brings us into re
lationships with persons who are struggling 
with life’s ultimate decisions.”

Cobbs said that during the year members 
of the personnel department staff talked 
with more than 500 new people about mis
sionary service and conducted 1,133 per
sonal interviews with missionary candidates.

The board also heard reports of the 
financial advances made during 1973.

Cauthen indicated that reports concern
ing the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering “are 
more encouraging that we have ever 
known.

“The Lottie Moon Christmas Offering is 
an expression of the deep desire of Baptist 
people to do more in making known the 
love of Christ throughout the world than we 
have ever done in our history,” Cauthen 
said. “Christian forces will fail in a time 
of greatest responsibility if in the remaining 
25 years of this century the gospel is not 
presented on a scale beyond anything the 
world has ever seen.”

Foreign Mission Gifts Increase 11 Percent
Winston Crawley, director of the over

seas division, pointed out the “notable 
strengthening” of the U.S. dollar in the 
overseas market during the closing months 

of the year. E. L. Deane, treasurer of the 
board, reported $39,435,694 in total gifts to 
foreign missions in 1973, an 11 per cent in
crease over 1972.

James D. Belote, secretary for East Asia, 
told the board that for the first time, Baptist 
churches in East Asia that are related to 
Southern Baptist mission work have a total 
membership of more than 80,000, not in
cluding Baptists in mainland China. He also 
spoke of the increasing number of self- 
supporting churches in East Asia.

Belote also reported advances in evange
lism, medical work, music work, social min
istries and mass communications. (BP)

Church Staff Study Committee 
To Meet Today In Brentwood

A Church Staff Salary Study Committee 
for the Tennessee Baptist Convention is 
meeting today at the Executive Board build
ing in Brentwood for their initial meeting. 
The committee, to be composed of 15 lay
men, five from each grand division of the 
state, were nominated by the Committee on 
Committees. The committee will appoint its 
chairman.

Those who have agreed to serve as of 
this date are as follows:

East Tennessee—Clifton Ward, owner 
and manager of Uniform Rental 
Service, serving southeast U.S., Chattanoo
ga, and a member of Brainerd Baptist 
Church; Lawrence B. Miller, Hixson, em
ployed by Tennessee Valley Authority, and 
a member of Pleasant Grove Baptist 
Church; Lynn Rouse, Morristown, manager 
and part owner of Bradley Pro Hardware, 
and a member of Witt Baptist Church; Clark 
Huffman, Oak Ridge, member of Roberts
ville Baptist Church, and employee of 
Atomic Energy Commission; Dr. Eugene 
Galloway, M.D., Elizabethton, and member 
of Immanuel Baptist Church.

Middle Tennessee—Rudy Newby, Ken
tucky Central Life Insurance Co., Tulla
homa, and member of First Baptist Church; 
Leonard Wedel, Franklin, retired director 
of personnel, Baptist Sunday School Board.

West Tennessee—Jack Knox, German
town, owner of Republican Van Lines; 
James Lunceford, Covington, business man
ager of Wells, Inc. (grocery chain and pack
ing plants); Don Russell, Memphis, member 
of Eudora Baptist Church, vice-president of 
Keathley’s Baking, Inc.

This committee is the result of a study 
made by the Denominational Cooperation 
Committee, C. Winfield Rich, chairman. 
Serving with Rich were Raymond A. Bos
ton, Herman Callahan, Robert G.: Capra, 
Larry E. Duke, James L. Harney, Pat L. 
Landrum, Tom Madden, Don J. Milam, 
James W. Owen, Bob M. Polk and William 
J. Purdue.

James G. McCluskey Speaks 
To TBC Employees At Brentwood

“At Home Week” began Jan. 8 with a 
devotional period led by James G. McClus
key, pastor of Wallace Memorial Baptist 
Church, Knoxville, and president of the 
Executive Board of the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention. The annual meeting was held 
at the Executive Board building in Brent
wood, Jan. 8-11. Purpose of the meeting 
was the coming together of the TBC em
ployees to discuss their work and correlate 
plans for the new year. This year the super
intendents of missions from the associations 
met with the employees for two days.

Other guests invited to participate during 
the meeting were Dick Hall, Jr., retired pas
tor of First Baptist Church, Decatur, Ga., 
and now Southern Regional Director, 
Americans United for Separation of Church 
and State. He stressed the fact that Baptists 
should remember their background of how 
their forefathers would not compromise 
their convictions, and that if we are going 
to call ourselves Baptists, we should stand 
up and be proud to be Baptists in religious 
freedom. Roland Smith, and Lee Anderton, 
of the Architecture Department of the BSSB, 
discussed how their department could be 
of help to churches anticipating building 
programs. Leonard E. Wedel, retired person
nel director of the BSSB, also spoke to the 
group.

Gaye L. McGlothlen, pastor of Immanuel 
Baptist Church, Nashville and chairman of 
the Special Hearing Committee for the TBC, 
led in a discussion in regard to the Special 
Hearing Committee. Ralph Benningfield, 
superintendent of missions for Union Asso
ciation, was the speaker for the weekly 
Thursday morning devotional. Tom Mad
den, pastor of First Baptist Church, Tulla
homa, and chairman of the Centennial 
Committee for the TBC, discussed plans for 
celebrating Tennessee Baptists’ Centennial 
during the State Convention meeting in 
Murfreesboro, Nov. 12-14.

Ralph Norton, executive secretary and 
treasurer, TBC, presided at all sessions.

MISSIONARY NEWS
Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Smothers, mis

sionaries to Paraguay, may be addressed at 
Casilla 1171, Asuncion, Paraguay. He is a 
native of Memphis, and she is from Florida. 
They were appointed by the Foreign Mis
sion Board in 1972.

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas O. Barron, mis
sionaries to Indonesia may be addressed at 
JI. Imam Bonjol 28, Bukittinggi, Sumbar, 
Indonesia. Born in Louisiana, Barron lived 
in Mississippi. When they were appointed 
by the Foreign Mission Board in 1967, he 
was pastor of Mount Lebanon Church in 
Covington, Tenn.

Thursday, January 17,1974 
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uniform series
Sunday School Lesson for Sunday, January 20, 1974

Structure Committee
(Continued from Page 3)

Love Among Believers
By Dr. Herbert C. Gabhart, President, Belmont College, Nashville

Gabhart

Background Scripture: John 13:1-20, 31-35 
Scripture Lesson: John 13:1-5, 12-14, 34-35

Our lesson centers at the Last Supper 
where Jesus had cloistered himself with his 
disciples. It was the final hour of fellowship 

and could have been an 
unusual love feast but 
for the selfishness and 
jealousy of the disciples. 
Many a meal is thus 
marred and changed 
from relaxed love to 
strife and tension. But 
Jesus’ ministry to his 
own disciples before his 
departure is seen clearly 
in the scripture passage 
under consideration. He 
had much to tell them.

He needed to discuss important matters with 
them. Let us look at what happened.

Table Talk—A Course in Love
It is the last week of our Lord’s earthly 

life. It is Thursday. The place is a large 
upper room in Jerusalem. He and his dis
ciples are reclining- around a table. The 
meal is over. In a symbolical act of service 
he girds himself with a towel and washes the 
feet of his disciples. Why did he do this? 
Well, the disciples had not washed their 
feet, which was customary. No one else had 
done it for them so Jesus played the part of 
an humble servant and washed their feet. 
This symbolical act of service becomes one 
of humility and love and not just a ritual. 
But more than just the washing of their 
feet was accomplished in this act. First of all 
Christ cleanses, then all the other aspects of 
his elory, gifts of grace, and love pour forth.

His disciples had called him, “Master and 
Lord,” but as a Teacher of truth and as 
Guide of life, Jesus prescribed the wonder
ful act of his condescending love and cleans
ing power as the law of their lives. He 
wanted them to trust him as the Cleanser 
of their souls and accept his example as the 
pattern of their lives.

The only true use of superiority is service. 
Before the supper the disciples had been 
arguing among themselves who would be the 
greatest. Only through towel-girding, kneel
ing and the performance of a dirty simple 
act such as the washing of his disciples’ feet 
could Christ shock them into a sense of 
immediate connection with his passion.
After Dinner Conversation—Love Betrayed

On such a wonderful and significant oc
casion the after dinner conversation centers 
around the betrayal planned by Judas. In 

the Orient it was understood that eating- 
with one meant giving your word of honor 
that you would not harm him. But not so 
with Judas. No greater act of diabolical du
plicity has ever been performed. However, 
Jesus, aware of what was in the heart of 
Judas, was making a final appear to him. He 
was trying to turn Judas back from the sui
cidal road. He was trying to keep Judas 
from entering into eternal spiritual darkness. 
Jesus failed at this point because the will of 
Judas had conclusively welcomed Satan.

Jesus then turns to Judas and exclaims, 
“What thou doest, do and do quickly.” Here 
at the moment of deepest degradation, he 
towers in manifest majesty and masterhood. 
He uses his foe for the furtherance of his 
purpose. Here he willingly submits to the 
utmost extremity of shame which only a 
treasonous heart can froth out in its malice 
but in so doing his majesty and lordship 
shine forth through the combination of his 
utter lowliness and transcendent loftiness.

“Do quickly” is an utterance indicating it 
is better to suffer than to wait for suffering. 
The Master could see no need for delay. The 
die had been cast. The betrayer had sold out 
to Satan. And Jesus was ready for the cross 
because he would obey his Father’s will and 
because he loved the whole world.

Instead of doing hastily acts of treachery, 
deceit, selfishness and betrayal we should 
move with the same rapidity to devote our- 
serves to acts of mercy, love and service.

A Parting Word—A New Commandment
The dinner having ended; the example of 

love, service and humility having been 
shown; and the betrayer having been re
vealed, Jesus now comes to the heart of 
his teaching. In parting he utters a new 
commandment (v. 35). It is an eternal love 
note. Love is a many-splendored thing. It 
is not something which can be easily de
fined or lived out. It is feeling. It is per
sonal. It is something which must be ex
pressed. It is interest in and concern for oth
ers. It is something which stimulates actions 
of sympathy and understanding without the 
thought of reciprocity. It is affection and 
warmth for others.

Love has no limitations. It is not restrict
ed by color or ethnic association. It knows 
no bounds. It does not count the cost. It 
suffereth long.

Love is the badge of discipleship for the 
believers. It is the way the followers of 
Christ demonstrate their love for God and 
their love for each other.

are underscored by the committee, includ
ing the proper utilization of radio and tele
vision in close coordination with the wit
nessing efforts of local congregations.

The Brotherhood Commission is request
ed by the committee to clarify the purposes 
of Brotherhood work in the churches and 
re-evaluate tasks its asks men in the church
es to assume.

The commitment of Baptist church mem
bers to missions is a stated matter of con
cern for the Committee of Fifteen. The two 
mission boards are requested to lead in an 
emphasis, especially in 1976-79, on the 
church member’s “obligations to all man
kind.”

The SBC Executive Committee will act 
on the 129-page committee report in its 
February meeting, referring appropriate 
matters to the various agencies, with some 
recommendations likely to be presented to 
the Southern Baptist Convention annual 
meeting in Dallas, June 11-13.

Donors Present Books To Union

Two special friends of Union University 
have presented collections of books to the 
Summar Libraryv at Union, according to 
Harold L. Bass, librarian.

Charles Ray Griffin of Memphis gave the 
college $750 worth of books in memory of 
Joseph Hardy Miller, III, son of Dr. and 
Mrs. Joseph Miller, Memphis neuro-sur
geon. Mrs. Miller is a trustee of Union and 
Dr. Miller is a former trustee. The Millers’ 
son died last March at the age of 17 after a 
long illness.

A 25 volume set entitled “History of the 
Nations” was donated by Mrs. Rosa Dyer 
Rutledge, long-time history professor at the 
college. Mrs. Rutledge retired from Union 
in 1963.

When Jesus spoke this commandment to 
his disciples he shattered their proud, ego
tistical selfishness and jealousy. When he 
had finished the whole tone of the atmos
phere had changed. Jesus had previously 
given a commandment on love as a duty to 
love God and one’s neighbor as one’s self. 
But this new commandment required a high
er standard. For in the love of one Christian 
for another the standard is Christ’s love for 
us. This means loving a fellow Christian 
more than love of self.

Therefore evidences of love for one an
other identifies Jesus’ followers. •

People today need the acceptance found 
in a loving fellowship.

Isolation, loneliness and de-personaliza- 
tion need the personal relationships which 
grow out of love.

Any man who fails to love is the poorer 
for having not loved.

Love is God’s greatest gift to Mankind. 
Mankind’s greatest gift to God is love.
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Tennessee Trustees To Attend Annuity Board Meeting Bible Nuggets

Speakers from the investment field and 
from a denominational seminary will high
light the annual meeting of the Southern 
Baptist Convention Annuity Board in Dallas 
February 4-6.

Board President Darold H. Morgan iden
tified the speakers as:

Henry W. Grady, Jr., New York City, 
vice president of the United States Trust Co. 
of New York, and,

William M. Pinson, Jr., Fort Worth, as
sociate professor of Christian Ethics at 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary.

Grady will describe developments in eco
nomics and Pinson will talk on ministering 
to the aging.

POUJERLinE
A /traight Lin© to Teen/

Dr. J. P. Allen, Director, Audience Response

, DEATH OF GRANDFATHER DISTURBS GIRL
Mary G. is 17 and had her first serious encounter with death. Disturbance and 
doubt shook her faith.

I have a problem that seems to have affected my relationship with God. It 
concerns the death of my grandfather. He raised me as his child and I loved 
him dearly. What I don’t understand is why? I prayed to God to spare him;
I somehow believed that God would let my grandfather fulfill his purpose in 
life. I love God and I still pray for understanding. I want to believe in him 
but I feel my relationship is strained because of this incident. Why didn’t 
God answer my prayer?

Clearly this was no time for tongue clucking. When kids ask “why?”, you’ve got 
to come to grips with the question.

Whoever petitions God for his power must also consult his wisdom! How 
would you like to be on this planet if we humans could employ the indescrib
able power of the Almighty in combination with our own small understand
ing? If I could get God to do what I want him to do without regard for his 
knowledge or compassion, then I would have unleashed terrible forces of de
struction in an otherwise orderly universe.

Of course you pled for your grandfather’s life. God would want you to do 
that. But you did not know all the circumstances of the disease, nor could 
you know the future. You can trust God to run his creation so that every
thing “works together for good.” So never ask God to suspend the laws of 
nature to keep you from being hurt. If your grandfather’s body could no 
longer sustain life, then death had to come—as it must to us all.
Finally, when death does come, thank God that he gives us the kind of 
life which makes death not the victor but the vanquished. He takes away 
the sting of death, which is guilt, but he cannot always free us from pain or 
hurt at the loss of loved ones.

POWERLINE is a 30-minute program for teens produced by Southern Baptist 
Radio-TV Commission and carried by 771 stations. Write for a station list, Box 
12157, Fort Worth, Texas 76116.

Trustees will hear reports and 1973 sta
tistics of the Board’s work in maintaining 
retirement plans for more than 36,000 pas
tors, and church and denominational work
ers, and paying benefits to more than 7,000 
disabled or retired church-related vocation
al workers or their widows and families.

The effect of new legislation on Social Se
curity, the government-administered retire
ment program, on private pension agencies, 
such as the Annuity Board, will be discussed 
also during the annual meeting.

Among trustees expected to be present at 
the annual meeting are these from Tennes
see: Carl B. Allen of Hohenwald, D. Wil
liam Dodson, Jr. of Martin, and Lester L. 
Hall of Chattanooga.

Stewards Of God's Blessings

By T. B. Maston

Professor of Christian Ethics, Retired 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary

“I will bless thee . . . thou shalt be a 
blessing” (Gen. 12:2, KJV)
These words of the Lord were addressed 

to Abram or Abraham. As originally spoken, 
they may be considered a simple statement 
of fact. God would bless Abraham; as a re
sult he would be a blessing to others.

But there are other truths that are at least 
implied by the statement. It implies that the 
blessings we pass on to others stem from the 
blessings we have received from God. We 
cannot pass on something that we do not 
have. A second suggestion is that God wants 
us to be channels for his blessings to others.

Another implication that we want par
ticularly to emphasize is the fact that God’s 
children are responsible to him for the bless
ings they receive from him. They fulfill that 
responsibility by being a blessing to others. 
In other words, the blessings of God in our 
lives are a part of our total stewardship re
sponsibility. God blesses us; as a result we 
are to be a blessing. In a sense, his blessings 
to us are preparatory. They are to motivate 
us to be a blessing to all we touch in the 
home, in the church, on the street, every
where we contact people.

What is true of us as individuals is also 
true of a church or a nation. They are ac
countable for the blessings they have re
ceived. Any additional blessing increases 
their responsibility.

And we should remember that “it is re
quired of stewards that they be found trust
worthy.” (I Cor. 4:2, RSV).

Texas Baptist State
Offering Tops $1 Million

DALLAS—Texas Baptists, for the first 
time in history, have given more than $1 
million for state missions causes through 
the Mary Hill Davis Offering for State Mis
sions.

Eula Mae Henderson, executive director 
of the state Woman’s Missionary Union, 
announced the offering totaled $1,010,058.

Baptist General Convention of Texas 
leaders expressed hope the offering will con
tinue to mount during the remaining weeks 
of 1973.

Last year, Texas Baptists raised a record 
$903,730 for state missions causes.

T. A. Patterson, retiring Texas Baptist 
executive secretary, said, “Though $1 mil
lion may not seem large in a state the size 
of Texas, when it’s backed up by thousands 
of volunteer workers from all walks of life, 
it reaches infinitely far.” (BP)
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YcipesseeN^sBr^fe
New Salem Church, Limestone, ordained

Louis Kincaid to the gos
pel ministry recently. 
The report of the exam
ining council was given 
to the church by Chester 
Parker, and response was 
made by S. G. Hensley, 
chairman of the deacons. 
The ordination sermon 
was delivered by James 
Harris with the charge 
to the church and the

Kincaid candidate given by James 
Canaday. Kincaid has 

been called as pastor of the church.

Mrs. Harriett Davis of Las Vegas, Ne
vada, sister of Mrs. W. Fred Kendall, Nash
ville, died Dec. 23 after an extended illness. 
Services were held Dec. 27 in Las Vegas. 
Mrs. Davis’ husband died a few years ago.

Tennessee has 107 students enroled in 
151 course enrolments with the Seminary 
Extension Department of the Southern Bap
tist Convention.

Round Lick Church in Watertown or
dained Lester Enoch as a deacon earlier this 
month. W. L. Baker is interim pastor of the 
church.

First Church, Newbern, held note burn
ing ceremonies for the final payment on the 
church building valued at $300,000. Paul 
Harris and Jimmy Flowers led in the cere
mony. In 1960, an educational wing was 
added, and in 1969 the auditorium and fel
lowship rooms were remodeled. Max Walker 
is pastor.

Saturday, Jan. 19, at 8:00 p.m. the Bel
mont College-David Lipscomb College bas
ketball game will be televised live over 
WSM in Nashville. According to Jim Cox, 
public relations director at Belmont, this is 
the second time in the history of the col
lege that a game has been televised live from 
the gym.

East Athens Church, Athens, ordained Ed 
Axley and Glen Bishop as deacons in recent 
services. The ordination sermon was given 
by Burch Cooper. Boh Peek is pastor of the 
church.

In New Duck River Association, the Shel
byville Mills Church ordained Franklin 
Smith as deacon. David Wall, new pastor of 
the Rover Church in the same association 
was ordained to the gospel ministry last 
month at First Church, Cornersville. Mur
ray Mathis, pastor of the East Commerce 
Church, reports that the church is beginning 
a program of remodeling on the auditorium.

First Church, Erwin, Holston Association, 
ordained John Keesecker as a deacon. Mel
vin G. Faulkner is pastor. Ordained as dea
cons at the Greene Hills Chapel were Ron
nie Williams, Wallace Ricker, Ivan Potter, 
and Bobby Hensley. Carlos Peterson is pas
tor.

First Church, New Tazewell, Cumberland 
Gap Association, has retired the church 
building and church bus debts, according to 
an announcement from F. Darrell McAlis
ter, pastor. In recent services at the church, 
Don Bailey, James Crutchfield, Kenneth Ed
mondson, Roy Norris, and James Ogan were 
ordained as deacons.

First Church, Nashville, ordained Ernie 
Myers Jr. to the gospel ministry. Charles L. 
McKay, pastor of First Southern Baptist 
Church in Scottsdale, Ariz., and grandfather 
of Myers, preached the ordination sermon. 
Myers is a senior at Mississippi College and 
is serving as assistant pastor at First Church, 
Terry, Miss. H. Franklin Paschall is pastor 
of the Nashville church.

Jeffrey Flowers was ordained to the gos
pel ministry at the Bible Hill Church, Beech 
River Association. Floyd Rogers, pastor of 
the Sardis Ridge Church brought the ordina
tion sermon; and Paul Shell, pastor, First 
Church, Parsons, brought the charge to the 
church and candidate. Lewis Walker, pastor 
at Union Church led the ordination prayer.

In Holston Association, the Cherokee 
Church is nearing completion on construc
tion of its new building. The church was 
organized in 1783. The present building, 
which has been in use since the turn of the 
century, will be removed. James Cambron is 
interim pastor.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES
Paul H. Barkley is the new pastor at First 

Church, Adamsville. He came to the po
sition from the Liberty Church in Fayette 
Association where he served for five years. 
A graduate of Oklahoma State University 
and Union University, Barkley is married to 
to the former Rhonda Hodge of Tiptonville.

Thomas Jarnigan has resigned as pastor 
of the New Prospect Church, Grainger 
County Association, to accept a call to the 
Northside Church in Sweetwater.

Fred Vantrease, a native of Wilson Coun
ty and graduate of Belmont College and 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
has been called as pastor of Parrish Chapel 
Church in Dyer Association. From 1971-73 
he was pastor of the Normandy Road 
Church in Royal Oak, Mich.

In Beulah Association, James E. Moon 
was called as pastor of the Johnson’s Grove 
Church. He has served as pastor in the 
Bethel, New Concord, Pleasant Hill #2, and 
Reelfoot Churches, all in the Beulah Asso
ciation. McConnell Church called James 
Castleman as pastor. He comes to the asso
ciation from the Springhill Church, Gibson 
Association. Jerrell Dawson resigned as 
pastor of Pleasant Hill #2 Church to accept 
a call to the Hawthorn Church in Dyer As
sociation; and Thomas Standridge resigned 
as pastor of Samburg Church to accept a 
call to Kentucky.

New Providence Church, Cumberland As
sociation, called C. J. Dexter, Hardin, Ky., 
as pastor. He has served the church previous
ly.

Pastors leaving churches in the New 
Duck River Association include: J. Hugh 
Pendergrass from the New Bethel Church; 
J. L. Baker from Mt. Lebanon Church; and 
Jim Robertson from Fosterville Church. 
New pastors in the association include: 
George Carneal, Edgemont Church, Shelby
ville; Russ Stephens, Immanuel Church; 
David Wall, Rover Church, Eagleville; 
Thomas George, Holt’s Corner Church; 
Jack Jones, New Bethel Church; and M. M. 
Youngblood at the Hickory Hill Chapel.

Bennett New Missionary 
In Beech River Association

Mitchell Bennett, formerly of the Indian 
Creek Association, is the new superintendent 
of missions for the Beech River Association.

A native of Owensboro, Ky., he is a 
graduate of Georgetown College and South
ern Baptist Theological Seminary. He has 
served as pastor of churches in Kentucky, 
Tennessee, Illinois, and Ohio, and was pas
tor of First Church, Savannah, Tenn., for 
nearly eight years.

He and his wife are residing in the mis
sionaries’ home in Lexington.
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Lottie Moon Offering Gets 
$25,000 From Centenarian

By Edgar R. Cooper, Editor 
“Florida Baptist Witness”

MELBOURNE, Fla.—A centenarian re
cently honored the centennial of the arrival 
of former missionary Lottie Moon in China 
by contributing $25,000 to the Southern 
Baptist Foreign missions offering named for 
Miss Moon.

C. L. Howard, a Baptist layman who 
turned 103 on Oct. 26, 1973, was three 
years old when Lottie Moon arrived in 
China in 1873 to begin her missionary 
career. One hundred years later his $25,000 
gift to the annual Lottie Moon Christmas

Southern Named Chairman 
Of C-N's Advisory Board

JEFFERSON CITY—William C. South
ern, Jr., an attorney in Clintwood, Va., has 
been elected chairman of the Carson-New
man College Advisory Board. Elected vice- 
chairman was John Abe Teague, an auto
mobile dealer in Newport, Tenn., and W. W. 
Jennings, an insurance representative in Jef
ferson City, was elected secretary.

Named to the Board’s executive commit
tee were Louise Catlett, William I. Powell, 
B. L. Satterfield and W. H. Catlett, all of 
Jefferson City; Leon T. Clifton, Morristown; 
Melvin T. Harris, Nashville; James A. Ivey, 
Knoxville; John R. Shults, Greenville, S.C.; 
John D. Wallace, Morristown; J. E. Led
better, Lenoir, N.C.; Max Bahner, Signal 
Mountain; and Margaret McKinney, Sweet
water.

The Advisory Board was instrumental in 
Carson-Newman’s goal of developing a twin 
challenge to double the number of alumni 
contributors to the college during 1973. The 
Board is currently developing a similar chal
lenge for 1974. Recommendations and 
goals of the Board for the coming year will 
be announced at the first of the year.

Anderson Named Missions 
Professor At Southwestern

FORT WORTH—Justice C. Anderson, 
professor at the International Baptist Theo
logical Seminary in Buenos Aires, Argen
tina, since 1959, will become a professor of 
missions at Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Senimary in August.

He will be the third professor in the semi
nary’s missions department, joining R. Cal 
Guy, Bottoms professor of missions, and 
L. Jack Gray, professor of missions.

A native of Bay City, Tex., Anderson was 
appointed as a missionary by the Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board in 1957. He 
spent a year in Costa Rica studying Spanish 
before moving to Argentina.

Besides teaching at the seminary in Ar- 
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Offering is appraised by the Foreign Mission 
Board as one of the largest gifts, if not the 
largest, ever given to the offering by a liv
ing individual.

A native North Carolinian, Howard 
comes from a strong Christian background. 
“My father was a man who had prayers 
and devotions every night,” Howard said. 
“We’d meet around the fireplace. Sometimes 
he’d read from the Bible—just a verse or 
two with a lot of meaning and he’d always 
pray.

“He had the reputation of being the pray- 
ingest man in church. My mother and father 
never had any cross words and they were 
always good to each other.”

Close to church work all his life, Howard 
served as a deacon in Greensboro, N.C., 
where he makes his summer home, and also 
functioned in the same capacity in the First 
Baptist Church of Melbourne, Fla., where 
he lives during the winter.

A member of the Melbourne church said, 
“He made the church wiggle when he came 
in.” Always sensitive to the needs of his 
church, he at one time gave an entire 
month’s salary for a special plea. Likewise 
he always sees that his church goes over its 
Lottie Moon goal.

One of Charlie Howard’s chief joys is 
having a son in the ministry. Charles Jr. has 
been assistant to the pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Lakeland, Fla., for 18 years.

Howard, retired from a successful career 
as real estate and grocery executive, says he 
has not deviated from his convictions about 
never smoking, never working on the Lord’s 
day and practicing honesty and fairness in 
all business transactions. “I believe in treat
ing people fair and square and working as 
if the devil was after me.”

After 103 years and many disappoint
ments, Charlie Howard’s faith in the Lord 
is alive and strong. “The Lord’s been with 
me,” he says.

gentina, Anderson also has been president 
and vice president of the Argentine Baptist 
Mission (organization of Southern Baptist 
missionaries in that country) and has been 
on the executive board of the Argentine 
Baptist Convention.

Holder of two degrees from Baylor Uni
versity, Waco, Tex., Anderson received the 
bachelor of divinity and doctor of theology 
degrees from Southwestern Seminary. He 
taught missions at Southwestern during his 
1970-71 furlough year. (BP)

Sunday School

Vacation Bible School training sessions 
for associational teams for 1974 will be of
fered in eight locations across the state in 
February and March, according to Wendell 
Price, state Sunday School director, Tennes
see Baptist Convention.

Price stated that tfie meetings will be held 
within a one hour drive of every associa
tional worker in the state. Dates and loca
tions include: Feb. 25, First Church, Mar- • 
tin; Feb. 26, Brownsville Baptist Church, 
Brownsville; Feb. 28, First Church, Good- 
lettsville; Mar. 1, First Church, Lawrence
burg; Mar. 11, Red Bank Church, Chatta
nooga; Mar. 12, Central Church, Johnson 
City; Mar. 14, Central Church, Bearden; 
and Mar. 15, First Church, Cookeville.

A state team of 10 persons will lead each 
conference. Serving in preschool leadership 
will be Mrs. Audrey Hart, Nashville, and 
Mrs. Sammie Meek, Tennessee Baptist Con
vention. Training in the area of children’s 
work will be Mrs. Bob Taylor, Donelson; 
Ivan Raley, Waynesboro; Mrs. Eldon 
Boone, Tennessee Baptist Convention. Lyn 
Brasfield, TBC, and Mrs. Mike Prowse, * 
Fayetteville, will lead in youth work. Mrs. 
Wendell Price, Nashville, will conduct the 
adult session; and Price will train VBS di
rectors. Missionaries will be led by Allen 
Grant, Lawrenceburg.

Each meeting starts at 9:00 a.m. and con
cludes at 2:30 p.m. Associations should 
maqe reservations through the state Sunday • 
School Department, according to Price.

• Nations and Trust—“The Swiss are the 
most trustworthy nationally, with Americans 
second and the British third, according to 
a poll of attitudes in five major European 
countries (Atlantic Community News, 
March-April 1973). The poll was carried out 
in France, Belgium, Germany, Italy and the 
Netherlands by David Handley of the Uni
versity of Geneva and Ronald Inglehart of 
Michigan State university, in cooperation 
with the European Community Information 
Services. Some 78 percent of the respond
ents said that they trusted the Swiss, 69 per
cent the American, and 61 percent the 
British.”

(From “Who Trusts Whom?” 
in Intellectual Digest, October 1973)
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Committee Of 21 Named At Union University
A special “Committee of 21” has been 

appointed at Union University by trustee 
board chairman Dr. Ramsey Pollard. The 
committee is composed of Union trustees, 
faculty, alumni, students, and Jackson, 
Memphis and surrounding community busi
ness and civic leaders.

Authorized by the trustees in their No
vember 20th meeting, the committee is de
signed to study finances, types of construc
tion, campus sites, sale of surplus lands and 
offer implementation plans to the full board 
meeting in February.

Dr. Robert L. Orr, pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Dyersburg, was named as the chair
man of the group which had its first organi
zational meeting on the campus of the Bap
tist college Tuesday (Dec. 4) evening.

Other members of the committee are: 
Ridley Alexander and Ray Tanner, Second 
National Bank, Jackson; Jim Austin, Maury 
City; Dr. Hyran E. Barefoot, chairman, de
partment of religion and philosophy; Dr. 
Wayne Brown, vice president ^or academic 
affairs; Dr. David Byrd, pastor, West Jack- 
son Baptist Church; Jimmy Cagle, Jackson 
student; Dr. Jerry L. Glisson, pastor, Lea
wood Baptist Church, Memphis; J. A. Had
ley, president, Hadley Construction Com
pany, Humboldt; Rev. W. Fred Kendall II, 
pastor, First Baptist Church, Union City; 
Rev. Howard S. Kolb, pastor, Audubon 
Park Baptist Church, Memphis, and Ben 
Langford, city commissioner, Jackson.

Others are David R. Nunn, president, 
Bank of Halls, Halls; Rev. C. C. Owen, pas
tor, First Baptist Church, Paris; William

President Herbert C. Gabhart (left) of 
Belmont College receives the final install
ment on a $10,000 pledge made by Ten
nessee Tufting Co. from Ernest J. Moench 
Sr., former company president. The check 
was presented on behalf of Collins and Aik
man investment firm of New York which 
now owns Tennessee Tufting.

Perry, General Manager, Jackson Area 
Chamber of Commerce; Don Stephenson, 
president, Crestline Finance Company, Jack- 
son; James Threlkeld, Memphis attorney; 
Dr. W. Walter Warmath, vice president for 
Development; Rev. Henry West, pastor, 
First Baptist Church, Covington; and Dr. 
June White, chairman, department of 
chemistry.

Missionary Personnel Exchange 
Initiated By World Alliance

WASHINGTON—A missionary “clear
ing house” or exchange aimed at sharing in
formation regarding medical and other 
trained personnel with mission groups need
ing their special capabilities has been 
initiated by the Baptist World Alliance 
(BWA) at the request of missionary-sending 
agencies.

Robert S. Denny, general secretary of 
BWA, views the mission personnel exchange 
as a channel whereby the Alliance’s 95 
member bodies can exchange specialized 
personnel in order to better meet overall 
need.

The initial proposal for the exchange 
came through the BWA Commission on Co
operative Christianity, meeting at Kingston, 
Jamaica, in 1972.

The Commission noted that overseas 
medical programs of some conventions are 
in need of additional personnel, while 
young doctors and nurses may be avail
able in other groups which cannot financial
ly afford an overseas medical program. 
Also, a surplus of skilled persons may 
exist in one group which, could be shared 
with another group.

Denny said that the proposal was dis
cussed with leaders of mission boards and 
agencies and approved on a two-year trial 
basis by, the BWA meeting in Einsiedeln, 
Switzerland, last July.

The plan is broad enough to include 
trained personnel in education, agriculture 
and other specialized fields as well as medi
cine. a BWA spokesman said.

Carl W. Tiller, BWA associate secretary 
who will administer the program, said it is 
designed as an information exchange be
tween member bodies of the Alliance.

Individuals desiring to be considered as 
candidates must obtain the endorsement of 
their own church structures. Southern Bap
tists interested in mission service will still 
go through normal appointment channels of 
the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board, a board spokesman said.

Baptist mission boards and societies are 
invited to file either of two information 
sheets with the Washington office of BWA. 
One form lists mission positions which are 
available; the other lists missionary candi
dates with special capabilities. (BP)

Foundation

He Will Live On
By Jonas L. Stewart 

Executive Secretary-Treasurer
The son lost his life in a tragic accident. 

He was only seventeen. Having dedicated 
his life to the ministry he had preached only 
one sermon from a pulpit.

The father determined to find a way to 
keep the son’s ministry alive. He will pro
vide a scholarship to help other young men 
to get the college and seminary training that 
was denied his own son. The scholarship 
will be provided from income earned by a 
trust fund set up by the father. The fund 
will even be larger at his death because his 
will provides for other assets to be added.

The father said “He will live on. I will 
see to that.” This young preacher, having 
preached only one sermon in life, may 
preach more in death than some who live a 
normal lifetime.

Many are providing trust funds to be ad
ministered by the Tennessee Baptist Foun
dation for the purpose of continuing the 
testimony of a loved one who has gone to 
heaven.

For information about beginning such a 
trust now or in your will, write: Tennessee 
Baptist Foundation, Dr. Jonas L. Stewart, 
Executive Secretary-Treasurer, P.O. Box 
647, Brentwood, Tennessee 37027.

For a

RETREAT
you won’t forget!

RESORT TO BROOKSIDE
If you are looking for a quiet, com
fortable place in the Great Smoky 
Mountains to hold your next retreat; 
where you can enjoy fellowship in 
large motel rooms and cottages 
(some with fireplaces); where you 
can economize by preparing your 
own meals in fully equipped kitch
ens; a place discovered and en
joyed by other church groups . . . 
Brookside is your answer.

$5.25
. . . per person, sleeping two per 
bed, including sales tax and meet
ing rooms to fit your needs. Rate 
applies as space available through 
June 10. For open dates, call . . . 

BROOKSIDE
MOTEL & RANCH HOUSE

Phone (615) 436-5611 
GATUNBURG, TENNESSEE
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Fake “Bernstein" Pulls 
Hoax In Baptist Church

DALLAS—A man claiming to be Leon
ard Bernstein, Jr. received a standing ova
tion at a Sunday evening service at First 
Baptist Church here when he presented a 
check for $20,000 to its sanctuary choir.

The choir had just completed its dramati
zation of Handel’s “Messiah” when the man 
handed a check to the pastor, W. A. Cris
well, to take the choir to New York in the 
spring to perform with the New York Phil
harmonic Orchestra.

With tears in his eyes, the man said he 
and his father, whom he identified as world- 
famous conductor, Leonard Bernstein, were 
both Christian Jews and attended Calvary 
Baptist Church in New York City.

The next day, Jack Bird, director of com
munications for the church, largest congre
gation in the Southern Baptist Convention, 
announced the check and the man were a 
hoax.

Suspicion was first aroused when one 
church member said the famed conductor 
was too young, at 55, to be the father of 
the “generous” donor, guessed to be 35-40.

Church business administrator John 
Shanks then checked with the Wells Fargo 
Bank in a San Francisco suburb on which 
the check was written. Bank officials could 
not locate such an account.

Another phone call to Leonard Bernstein’s 
office in New York revealed he has one son, 
Alexander, 20, a student at Harvard Uni
versity. Also, Bernstein has no connection 
with the Baptist church in New York.

He also said a man fitting the same de
scription had done the same thing in Okla
homa recently and was jailed for impersona
tion.

Criswell said he first heard about the man 
on the Sunday afternoon before the presen
tation was made when he received a phone 
call, supposedly from an official from ABC- 
TV in New York, saying a man named 
Leonard Bernstein, Jr. would fly into Dallas 
Sunday night for the choir’s performance.

The pastor said he had no reason to doubt 
the authenticity of the man. A number of 
television networks and media agents had 
been discussing the possibility of televising 
the church’s “Messiah” dramatization, he 
said. (BP)

Musicians Sought For Baptist 
Youth World Conference, ’74
PORTLAND, Oregon, USA—Wanted: 
youthful Baptist musicians and music 
groups from as many ethnic and cultural 
backgrounds as possible.

They are needed for participation in the 
8th Baptist Youth World Conference, 
scheduled in Portland, July 31-August 4, 
1974. It is expected to be the largest in
ternational youth conference since the Bap
tist World Alliance began sponsoring such 
events at Prague, Czechoslovakia in 1931.

Jim Van Hemert, conference music co
ordinator, is seeking applications from solo
ists, ensembles (both vocal and instrumen
tal) and choirs from all areas of the world 
to fill music slots for five days and nights.

“We’re looking for music native to the 
musician’s country—like bagpipe players 
from Scotland,” said Van Hemert.

The conference music coordinator, minis
ter of music for First Baptist Church, El 
Paso, Tex., said that a 300-voice interna
tional choir will be formed, with partici
pants to be auditioned and admitted on a 
quota (per world-area) basis.

The same basic policy of a per-area 
quota will apply to groups and individual 
musicians applying for a program slot. Van 
Hemert said applicants should be 16-25 
years of age.

Announcing The Availability Of

81/2 - 9 - First Mortgage Bonds
(interest paid semiannually from December 15, 1973)

$150,000.00
issued by

CHARJEAN BAPTIST CHURCH
MEMPHIS, TENN.

This announcement is neither an offer to sell nor a 
solicitation of an offer to buy. The offer is made 
by prospectus only.

Groups and individuals making applica
tion will be required to either pay their own 
expenses or find someone to sponsor their 
way.

Choirs used in the main or “plenary” 
sessions of the conference will be selected 
more on the basis of “how their repertoire 
fits in with each evening theme, than just 
ability,” Van Hemert said. The conference 
will feature different continents each night.

There will be opportunities for music in 
afternoon optional programs, for “pre-plen- 
ary” or general sessions, “serendipities” 
scheduled each day in various parts of Port
land, plus the “plenary” sessions in the 
Memorial Coliseum each evening.

Van Hemert said a conference song book 
will reflect the music Baptist young people 
are singing all over the world. Some of the 
songs will be original compositions by Bap
tist young people.

North or South American music groups 
or individual musicians interested in par
ticipating in the Conference should write 
to Van Hemert for further application infor
mation, in care of the First Baptist Church, 
805 Montana, El Paso, Tex. 79902. Euro
peans and others should contact Karl-Heinz 
Walter, world youth chairman for the con
ference, Max-Eicholz-Ring 33C, 2050 Ham
burg 80, Federal Republic of Germany.

WM FURWH
At a price 

Any Church Can Afford 
Write or call

WAGO m BROS.
MFG. CO.

Phone: OR 5-2468

Booneville, Arkansas

c%.<® Culbertson and Company'
John L. Cottrell, Resident Manager 
Nashville, Tennessee 37205

Mr. John L. Cottrell
P.O. Box 50377 
Nashville, Tenn. 37205

Telephone: 
1-615-269-9890

Please send me information on the bonds issued by Charjean Baptist 
Church, Memphis, Tennessee.

Name____________________________________________ _____________

Street

City, State, Zip______ _________________ _________________________
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Fall Semester Dean's List
At Union University Announced

Seventy-one students at Union Univer
sity have been named to the Dean’s List 
for the Fall semester, according to Dr. G.. 
Wayne Brown, vice president for academic 
affairs.

In order for a student to receive this 
honor, at least 12 semester hours must be 
undertaken with a 3.5 average maintained 
out of a possible 4 points for the academic 
load.

Jackson students receiving this recog
nition are: Deborah A. Alford, Jane Barber, 
Mrs. Bernedette Barnwell, Kay Brown, Jim
my Cagle, Irma C. Hayes, Mrs. Beverly 
Kee Heard, Marilyn A. Johnsey, Mrs. Jan
ice C. Lewelling, Dennis D. Mainord, Don
na Marie McDowell, Stephen Lee Melvin, 
Pamela R. Pratt, Mrs. Judy C. Reed, James 
Sanders, Melanie Beth Seabrook, Ruth Ann 
Sierk, Diane Styers and Mrs. Karen K. Wat- 
lington.

Others include: Deborah Sparks, Jodie 
Parrish and Mrs. Freddie Ann Jones from 
Pinson; Melinda Scott, Scotts Hill; Fredric 
Walker, Mrs. Joan Gateley, Mrs. Valerie 
Kizer, Lexington, and Mike Hayes, Par
sons.

Also: Jack Holmes, Finger; K. B. Doyle, 
Jr., Henderson; Christie Morris, Enville; 
Mrs. Linda Grounds, Big Sandy; Deborah 
Jane Parker, Brownsville; Marilyn May
nard, James Oakley, Judy Black, Milan; 
Norma Humphreys, Humboldt; Kathie 
Craig, Ripley; Vickie Lynn Taylor, Mc
Kenzie; Elizabeth Springer, Selmer; Don 
T. Wilson, Jr., Pamela Jackson, Ruth At
kinson, Bolivar; Nancy Fairless, Patricia 
Brown, Kathy Davidson, Trenton; Jennifer 
Freeland, Bruceton; Melanie Harber, Dres
den; Rebecca Wilkinson, Palmersville; Nina 
Lee Braden, Covington, and Mary Lynn 
Cope, Germantown.

Carol Boggs, Debra Burton, Mrs. Diana 
Cox, Janna C. Crooms, Mary Eleanor 
Dailey, John Finley, Jr., Philip R. Glisson, 
Walter Norvell, Doug Rogers, Sharon 
Steele, Memphis, and Brian Ford, Nashville.

Out of state students are: David Cav
anaugh, Indiana; Sharon Blackwell, Mis
sissippi; Jean Ann Lauderdale, Illinois; 
Jeanne Leibengood, Indiana; Betty Cope, 
Reta Ellen McCarroll, Rita Hayes, Arkan
sas; Cynthia Weaver, Kentucky, and Rex 
Wong, Hong Kong.

HOUSEPARENTS WANTED
We will need soon three couples 

for houseparents at the West Tennes
see Branch, Tennessee Baptist Chil
dren’s Homes, Memphis. If interested, 
please contact Rev. Erba A. Butler, 
6896 Highway 70, Memphis, Tn. 
38134. Telephone 901/386/3961.

Twenty-One Lay Witness Schools 
Slated Across Tennessee

Twenty-one “Lay Witness Schools,” spon
sored by the Brotherhood Department of 
the Tennessee Baptist Convention will be 
held in Tennessee Jan. 18-March 17, ac
cording to Roy Gilleland, state Brotherhood 
director.

Una Church, Nashville, will be the site 
for a Jan. 18-20 meeting. Other dates and 
locations include: 
Lavinia, Lavinia ...................... Jan. 18-20
Westwood, Cleveland .............. Jan. 25-27 
First, Alexandria ...................... Jan. 25-27
Gracey Ave., Clarksville ..........Jan. 25-27 
Sinking Creek, Johnson City . . . Feb. 1-3 
First, Flintville .................. .. .Feb. 8-10
First, Spring City .................... Feb. 15-17
East Lake, Chattanooga ..........Feb. 15-17 
McCalla Ave., Knoxville ...........Feb. 22-24 
Grassland Heights, Franklin . . . Mar. 1-3 
First, Camden .............................Mar. 1-3
Everett Hills, Maryville ..............Mar. 1-3
Zion, Benton........................... . Mar. 1-3
Central, Hixson .......................... Mar. 8-10
East Side, Elizabethton ..........Mar. 15-17
Wilsonville, Newport .............. Mar. 15-17
Concord, Brentwood .............. Mar. 15-17
Jolley Springs, Martin............. Mar. 15-17
Memorial, Crossville .............. Mar. 15-17
Red River, Adams............ . Mar. 15-17

Gilleland stated that each meeting would 
follow the same time schedule. Sessions 
will begin at 4:00 p.m. Bible study will be 
offered in “Successful Witnessing,” “The 
Witnessing Life,” and “The Spirit Filled 
Life.” Church field visitation will be initi
ated, and emphasis will be given on organiz
ing the witnessing teams.

Persons participating in the training ses
Evangelism 

Bellevue Church, Memphis, Leads In Baptisms With 365
Bellevue Baptist Church, Memphis, Adrian Rogers, pastor, leads the list of the top 

10 churches in the Tennessee Baptist Convention in the number of baptisms for 1973, 
according to figures released by the Evangelism Department, F. M. Dowell, secretary. 
The complete list of the 25 churches is as follows: ।

CHURCH ASSOCIATION
NUMBER OF 

BAPTISMS
1. Bellevue, Memphis Shelby. 365
2. Park Avenue, Nashville Nashville 361

Trinity, Memphis Shelby 150
4. Elliston, Memphis Shelby 141
5. Two Rivers, Nashville Nashville 1406. Rose Hill, Memphis Shelby 135
7. Leawood, Memphis Shelby 131
8. Tennessee Avenue, Bristol Holston 126
9. Mount Olive, South Knox 124

10. Sunnyside, Kingsport Holston 115
11. Northside, Milan Gibson 113
11. Bethel View Holston 113
12. Alta Loma, Nashville Nashville 111
13. East Rogersville Holston Valley 110
14. Clarksville, First Cumberland 108
15. ' Concord, First Knox 107
16. Trenton Street, Harriman Big Emory 105
17. Calvary, Morristown Nolachucky 101
18. Southside, Gallatin Bledsoe 100
19. Belmont Holston Valley 96
20. Eastwood, Nashville Nashville 92
21. Mt. Juliet, First Wilson 91
22. Hendersonville, First Nashville 90
23. Temple, Old Hickory Nashville 89
24. East Park, Memphis Shelby 88
25. r Skyline Heights Holston 85

sions should teach a Sunday School class on 
Sunday, speaking on “What is Successful 
Witnessing?” and “The Witnessing Life,” 
Gilleland stated.

Lay Win leaders will include: Forrest 
Jackson, Nashville; Gilleland; Nick Des
kins, Kingsport; James Maynor, Benton; 
Ray Hawkins, Hixson; E. L. Bates, Benton; 
Harold Dillon, Columbia; Milbum Waters, 
Maryville; Alfred Gourley, Sweetwater; Roy 
Hopkins, Morristown; Tom Brown, Mur
freesboro; Gerald Arnold, Humboldt.

SOUTHERN SEMINARY INSTALLS TOLL- 
FREE TELEPHONE FOR CALLS TO 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES

LOUISVILLE, Ky.—Tennessee Baptists 
may now call Southern Seminary toll-free, 
using a new long distance line recently in
stalled by the Southern Baptist Convention’s 
oldest institution.

By dialing 1-800-626-5525, residents of 
every state except Hawaii, Alaska and Ken
tucky may call without charge to any admin
istrative office on the Southern Seminary 
campus.

Offices which can be connected include 
admissions, alumni placement, personnel, 
housing, development, news and public re
lations, library, and continuing education. It 
is not currently possible to reach individual 
faculty members on the toll-free line. For 
faculty members, the main seminary num
ber, 502-897-4011, should be called.

Callers are reminded that Louisville is 
now on Central Daylight Time. Calls should 
be made during normal office hours.

PASTOR
Adrian Rogers 
Robert Mowrey 
W. A. Smith 
Floyd Simmons 
James B. Henry 
R. J. Bostick 
Jerry L. Glisson 
Willard B. Tallman 
Lewis D. Gourley 
Richard Ratliff 
William George 
Warren G. Johnson 
Lloyd Bardowell 
Truman DeBord 
John D. Laida 
Joe R. Stacker 
John L. Shepherd, Jr. 
Carl Triplett 
James E. Binkley 
Boyd Roberts 
O. J. Wood 
Billie Friel 
Courtney Wilson 
Darryl A. Harris 
W. Wayne Alien 
Grady Byrd
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Cooperative Program Running 
Ahead In First Quarter

NASHVILLE—Giving through the South
ern Baptist Convention’s Cooperative Pro
gram unified budget during the 1973-74 
fiscal year is running 10.85 per cent ahead 
of the first quarter of the record-setting 
1972-73 fiscal year.

Southern Baptists gave $8,874,306, Oc
tober through December, as compared with 
$8,005,405 in the first quarter of last year, 
according to figures released by John Wil
liams, director of financial planning and as
sistant to the treasurer of the SBC Executive 
Committee.

In December alone, Cooperative Program 
contributions amounted to $3,065,660—the 
third time in 1973 the figure exceeded $3 
million. Cooperative Program totals had 
never reached the $3 million mark in pre
vious years.

December’s increase, however, was run
ning only $97,523—or 3.2 per cent—ahead 
of the $2,968,137 contributed in Decem
ber, 1972.

Porter Routh, executive secretary-treasur
er of the Executive Committee, expressed 
gratitude for the continuing response of 
Southern Baptists to worldwide mission 
needs and noted that the $3,065,660 “will 
help a great deal toward the $35,000,000 
goal for the 1973-74 fiscal year.”

Designated giving through Southern Bap
tist churches during the first quarter of 
1973-74 totaled $991,069. That’s 9.67 per 
cent ahead of $903,699 given at the same 
point in 1972-73. In December, designated 
giving amounted to $388,570—more than 
32.2 per cent above the $293,883 designated 
in December, 1972.

Total gifts to world missions, including 
the Cooperative Program and designated 
contributions, showed increases for both the 
month and the quarter.

December’s total of $3,454,230 exceeded 
the previous December total by $192,209— 
5.89 per cent—and first quarter gifts of 
$9,865,374 ran 10.73 per cent ahead of 
$8,909,104 given in the first quarter of 
1972-73. (BP)

East Germans Broadcast Baptist-Produced Film
FORT WORTH—“Home,” the award

winning ecology film produced by the 
Southern Baptist Radio and Television Com
mission, has been accepted for broadcasting 
in East Germany—the first time that a 
Radio-TV Commission produced film has 
ever been shown in an eastern bloc coun
try.

The film won acclaim at the Leipzig Film 
Festival in East Germany and was seen 
there by representatives of East German 
Television.

“Home” was produced by John Stevens 
for distribution in the Radio-TV Commis
sion’s “Human Dimension” television series. 
It has won numerous awards in film festi
vals, including a first place in the American 
Film Festival in New York. ■
Thursday, January 17,1974

Professor And Student Win
Hymn Arranging Awards

SHAWNEE, Okla.—A college professor 
from Abilene, Tex., and a student from Bir
mingham, Ala., have been named winners 
in the annual B. B. McKinney Hymn Ar
ranging Contest.

James D. Cram, head of the choral de
partment at Hardin-Simmons University, 
Abilene, won the $150 first prize in the pro
fessional writers’ competition, and Gregory 
S. Sewell, a student at Samford University, 
Birmingham, received the $75 first place 
award in the student competition.

Announcement of the winners was made 
here by Warren M. Angell, president of the 
B. B. McKinney Foundation, located on the 
Oklahoma Baptist University campus.

Claud L. Bass, chairman of the music 
theory department at OBU, won the $100 
second prize and George M. Frink of Fort 
Worth, Tex., the $50 third prize in the pro
fessional writers’ competition.

Second and third place awards in the stu
dent competition went to John Findley and 
Ed Steele, both juniors at OBU.

The B. B. McKinney Foundation houses 
most of the original manuscripts of the late 
McKinney, well-known Southern Baptist 
composer and first secretary of the church 
music department for the Southern Baptist 
Sunday School Board. The foundation fun
nels scholarship funds to church music ma
jors and also has an extensive church music 
library. (BP)

The State Evangelism Conference 
meeting January 21-22 at Belmont 
Heights Baptist Church, Nashville, 
will have two telephone numbers. 
They are 615/298-2695 and 615/298- 
2696. Please use these numbers if you 
need to call some one attending the 
Conference.

“I think the Communists were interested 
in “Home” because they’re just as concerned 
with ecology and the using up of the earth’s 
resources as are the Americans,” observed 
Truett Myers, director of the commission’s 
radio and television programming.

“The film has been shown in Europe,” he 
continued. “It was seen in England on BBC 
in late 1972, was translated into Dutch and 
shown in Holland that same year, and has 
also been seen in West Germany.”

In “Home,” the ecological crisis is ex
pressed through scenes of modern pollution 
presented in contrast with an Indian chief’s 
heartfelt love for his natural environment. 
He reminds the viewer that “whatever be
falls the earth, befalls the sons of the 
earth.” (BP)

Belmont Given Final
Installment On Pledge

Belmont College in Nashville has received 
the final installment on a $10,000 pledge 
made in 1970 by Tennessee Tufting Co., 
according to Herbert C. Gabhart, the 
school’s president. Gabhart said that he re
ceived the check this month on behalf of 
Collins and Aikman investment firm of 
New York City which recently purchased 
Tennessee Tufting.

Ernest J. Moench, Nashville, president of 
the tufting company at the time of his re
tirement last Sept., presented the check to 
the college. The gift was honored by Col
lins and Aikman as a part of a three-year 
commitment made by Mcench on behalf of 
the local firm.

The pledge was made toward the erection 
of a Center for Business Administration at 
Belmont, completed in 1972.

NOW . . .
. . . Marked for Lay Witnessing

1

THE LIVING 
NEW TESTAMENT
• Guidelines for witnessing
• Witnessing passages underlined
• Page references in margin
• Convenient pocket size
• Handsome, full color cover

Available at special 
quantity discount prices

1-9 copies 
10-49 copies 
50 - 99 copies

100 or more

$1.00 each 
10% off 
15% off 
20% off

From your BAPTIST BOOK STORE

Make your church visitation program 
more meaningful by sharing The Living 
New testament Marked For Lay Witness
ing as you go.

The Living New Testament Marked For Lay Witnessing 
Is printed especially for 

Brotherhood Commission, SBC 
by Tyndale House Publishers
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Sunday School Lesson for Sunday, January 20, 1974

Lord Of The Sabbath
By W. R. White 

Baylor University, Waco, Texas

means and not an end. Man’s welfare is the 
end. Common sense and normal purposes 
are to be considered. It is so easy to build 
up a tradition about a divine institution. The 
heart and spirit of truth should ever be in 
mind.
Jesus Disregards Tradition Mark 3:1-5

Basic Passage: Mark 2:18 to 3:6
Focal Passage: Mark 2:23 to 3:5

The Sovereign of the Sabbath certainly 
knows the purpose of the Sabbath. There is 
nothing sacrosanct about a day of rest, per 

se. The Pharisees had
made much of a work
ers’ day without under
standing its purpose. Re
ligious institutionalism 
can obstruct and destroy 
the real intent of a divine 
concept have taken over 
and perverted it.

The Sabbath was 
meant to emphasize rec
ognition of God, to wor-

White ship and give man and 
beast relaxing rest. The 

Lord’s Day started as a commemoration of 
the resurrection and a day of assembling for 
worship among Christians. It is referred to 
as the first day of the week or the Lord’s 
Day.

The Christian holy day is not given a set 
of rigid rules as were applied to the Sab-

i 
j

To change or correct 
your address

Attach label from your latest copy 
here and show new address below— 
include zip code. When changing ad
dress please give two weeks notice.
Please write, do not call address 
changes to insure accuracy.

AH correspondence relating 
to your subscription 
should be accompanied by your address 
label. If you are receiving duplicate 
copies please send both labels.
Address all inquiries to:

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR * 
Post Office Box 647 

Brentwood, Tennessee 37027

Name ........................................................
please print

Address ...................................................

City ..........................................................

State.........................Zip Code............... 

bath. The New Testament does not set down 
minutes and exacting requirements which 
Jewish tradition applied to the Sabbath. The 
nature of the Lord’s Day would suggest a 
spirit of liberation and freedom, a day of 
gratitude and reverence employed by an as
sembly of believers. It certainly does not go 
to such extremes as dissipation and self-in
dulgence.

Disciples Ignore Tradition
Tradition can be a blessing or a shackle. 

Sound, good traditions have great value but 
numerous traditions added to divine truth, 
perverting its true purpose and meaning are 
to be rejected.

It was on the Sabbath and the disciples 
were obviously very hungry. They were 
passing through the corn fields. They gath
ered ears of corn and ate it in the raw.

The watching Pharisees pounced on them 
with caustic criticism for violating the Sab
bath law. It seemed to be a serious offense.

It is interesting to observe that they fre
quently took advantage of those in distress 
and jeopardy on the Sabbath. In other 
words, a man could rescue his ox from a 
ditch on the Sabbath, yet an emergency 
need by human beings fiad to wait.

Christ defended His disciples against the 
charges brought against them. He cited ex
ceptions made by David in a similar situa
tion, evidently sanctioned or permitted by a 
well-known high priest as recorded in their 
own history.

Jesus made the observation that the Sab
bath was made for man and not man for the 
Sabbath. In other words, the Sabbath is a

Offered by prospectus only

FIRST MORTGAGE CHURCH BONDS 
INTEREST PAYABLE 

SEMI-ANNUALLY
Monthly checks available on $5,000 purchase or more. 

--------------------- WRITE or CALL

CHURCH 
SECURITIES, 
INC.
Registered Broker / Dealer 
4095 Clairmont Road

--------------------- Atlanta, Georgia 30341 *04

8% 1 to 4 yrs. 8V2%5to9yrs.

10 to
____ 15yrs.

INTEREST
CALL TOLL FREE-NO COST TO YOU 

DIAL DIRECTI (800) 241-8701

Jesus never disregarded the Old Testa
ment teaching but He did set aside human 
tradition contrary to its basic meaning, 
though associated with it.

A man with a withered arm, suffering 
from palsy, entered the synagogue where 
Jesus was. The critics were watching Jesus 
like a hawk to see whether or not He 
would heal him that they might bring charg
es against Him for Sabbath violation. Their 
interest in the man’s welfare was nil. They 
were after his benefactor. On the other 
hand, they should have been praying that 
Jesus would heal him.

Jesus was aware of their actual thoughts 
and knew that they were evil. He posed a 
profound question.

Is it right to do good or evil on the Sab
bath? Is it proper to save life or kill? In 
other words, to be inactive and do nothing 
in the face of evil and affliction on the Sab
bath is to do evil and acquiesce toward de
struction.

The activities on the Sabbath should be 
positive toward human need and crises. We 
should not apply the old adage to any one 
activity on the Sabbath by saying, “Better 
the day, better the deed.” However, we 
should say, on a day dedicated to God, it is 
good to meet the crises of desperate human 
need.

In fact, to fail to do good when we have 
opportunity 'is to deceive. To fail to save 
life that is in jeopardy is to kill.

Those people who prefer not to be in
volved when human life and welfare are in 
jeopardy, are guilty of downright sin wheth
er on the Sabbath or any other day. Life is 
to be positive in the face of human need on 
any day. In such situations the negative at
titude is always wicked.
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On Matters of

Executive Secretary
By Ralph E. Norton

Your Convention is continually seeking to 
meet the needs of its churches in as many 
areas as possible

Norton

when such needs are ex
pressed. One request that 
comes to our attention 
frequently is for informa
tion that can be used as 
guidelines in establishing 
church staff salaries. The 
need for a comparative 
study of other profes
sional salaries and those 
of the members of a 
church staff has been rec
ognized and in response 
to the request a com
mittee of fifteen laymen

was elected at the Convention meeting in 
'Memphis last November to make such a 
study.

These men, scheduled to held their first 
meeting on January 17, were chosen from 
across the state to give direction in this 
area of need. Their objective will be to 
gather the information and after a thorough 
study make it available for use in all of 
our churches.

We believe this will be of tremendous 
value to Tennessee Baptists. We want you to 
be aware of this committee’s responsibility. 
Pray for them as they attempt to meet some 
very vital needs that now exist among many 
of our churches.

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR

Brings You News First

------------ - ------------------------------- v-

NEW AND USED SCHOOL BUSES 
FOR SALE

Post And Company, Inc.—Since 1869
617-24th Street at University Avenue 

Knoxville, Tennessee 37921
Phone: 615/523-2102 (call collect)

By Dr. B. David Edens, 
Director, Marriage and 
Family Program 
Stephens College 
Columbia, Missouri 65201

Historically
From the files

50 YEARS AGO

The Brothers System
In The Brothers System for Liberated 

Love and Marriage, Dr. Joyce Brothers pro
poses “a plan that women can use right now, 
in their own home, in their own way, to be
come equal partners with their men—and 
watch the men love it.”

Dr. Brothers wisely notes that her system 
won’t mend a marriage which is already 
broken by indifference or hate. But it is de
signed to assist both women and men who 
feel imprisoned in a relationship or role 
that is preventing them from enjoying a full 
life. The two indispensable conditions for 
this: “An honest desire to preserve the re
lationship and a solid base for love.”

What is the system? There are 3 elements: 
Make a list. Make a change. Put yourself 
first.

- The list is to be of 5 things you really 
want more than anything else in the world. 
The problem is that most people don’t really 
know what they want—or are unwilling to 
admit it, even to themselves. There is no 
time limit on drawing up the list—it may 
take a few days, a week or even 3 or 4 
weeks. And you may even have to make up 
3 or 4 lists before you decide on what you 
really want.

Make a change. After deciding what you 
want from life, make some effort to change 
in that direction: take at least one step 
toward your goals. The significance of a 
change is immense, for even one change in 
our established way of life can cause rip
ples far-beyond our present vision.

Put yourself first. This is not an advocacy 
of (selfishness, but it is a clarion call to con
sider your own basic needs that keep you 
together as a personality. Too many of us 
have assumed roles we never really con
sciously accepted: the mother who puts 
husband and children before her needs; the 
husband who considers only the wants and 
desires of his wife and children.

Remember, this is your life. You must 
learn to live with yourself and your needs. 
It is easy and even desirable to give in on 
the unimportant elements. But if you are 
not genuinely committed to the major role 
you are now fulfilling it cannot help but 
have negative effects in every area of your 
marriage.

Love means communicating what you 
really think and feel about your marriage 
and your life. A sympathetic and under
standing spouse who knows how to listen 
can help you have both your personal life 
and your marital life as well.

Frank H. Leavell, executive secre
tary of the Inter-Board Commission 
On Student Activities, reported 
through the pages of Baptist And Re
flector that of the 93,000 Baptist Stu
dents attending Baptist and state col
leges in the South that year, 60,000 of 
them did not attend church. The com
mission was engaged in a program of 
promotion and enlistment of the stu
dents in an effort to increase attend
ance.

William Dabney Morris, a Baptist 
deacon for over 50 years and member 
of First Church, Paris, died. He was 
clerk of the Western District Associa
tion from 1889 to 1894. His pastor 
was J. H. Buchanan.

20 YEARS AGO
Members of the Meridian Baptist 

Church on Chapman Highway in 
Knoxville worshipped in their new 
sanctuary completed at a cost of 
$125,000. The auditorium seated 600, 
according to Pastor Elmer J. Foust.

First Church, Crossville, reported 
that it had organized and was present
ly maintaining four missions. They in
cluded: Laurel Grove Mission in Pea
vine; Antioch Mission in Watson; 
Emmanuel; and Pleasant Hill. Shields 
Webb was pastor of the Crossville 
Church.

10 YEARS AGO
The Carson-Newman Symphonic 

Band was invited to play at the 1964 
Southern Baptist Convention and SBC 
Music Conference to be held in May
in Atlantic City. Director 
McCoy stated that the band 
cepted the invitation.

Wesley 
had ac-

Oscar T. Nelson ended a 17-and-
one-half year ministry with First 
Church, Madison. Since becoming pas
tor, the church built an auditorium 
and Sunday School Building, had 2000 
additions, and helped establish two 
other congregations.
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Fiber Glass Baptistries 
Repair Old and Build New 
Call 292-4029 or Write 

Ashbaugh Fiber Glass 
P.O. Box 894, Nashville, Tenn. 37202
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EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1
Rising Costs Force Cutback
For World Evangelism Meeting

NEW CHANGES IN MEDICARE
WHKH AFFECT YOU
To The Senior Citizen Addressed:

As of January 1, certain changes were made concerning Medicare which you should 
know about as they personally affect you.

LUSANNE, Switzerland—Baptists and 
others planning to attend the International 
Congress on World Evangelization, sched
uled here July 16-25, 1974, 
have been advised that in
creasing costs have forced a 
reduction in the number of 
participants for the interdenomi
national meeting of evangelicals.

A decision to reduce the size 
of the meeting from 3,000 to 
2,700 participants was made at 
a meeting of the congress ad-

Many people do not fully understand what benefits are payable under Medicare 
and what expenses the Senior Citizen himself must pay.

ministrative co IIIHittee here.

Medicare was enacted to help.our Senior Citizens pay the ever-rising cost of Hospital 
and Medical Services; however, Medicare does not pay the entire bill. As you know, 
some expense is left for you to pay in addition to Medicare. Now, with these new 
changes effective January 1, there are more expenses left for the Senior Citizen 
to pay.

As it is very important that you know about these changes, complete and mail the 
enclosed postage-free card immediately, so that we may rush you complete 
information concerning the new changes in Medicare.

LU
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O

tn

YES—I would like to have further information 
concerning the NEW Changes In Medicare.

NO —I understand all of the NEW Changes in 
MEDICARE and do not need further Information.

■ Name— 
»
B Address

Date of Birth Iss.

State Zip

Do No Cut Here.. . . Just Fold Over, Seal and Mail This Reply Enevlope • •

C£

No 
Postage Stamp 

Necessary 
If Mailed in the 
l United States .

continental

BUSINESS REPLY MAIL
FIRST CLASS PERMIT NO. 3294, NASHVILLE, TENN.

A TENNESSEE CORPORATION

3709 Nolensville Road 
P.O. Box 11383 

Nashville, Tennessee 37211

UNION
UNDERWRITTEN BY:

BANKERS INSURANCE COMPANY 
Dallas, Texas

CUT OUT ALONG DOTTED LINE AND MAIL

Bishop A. Jack Dain of Syd
ney, executive chairman, an
nounced the reduction in 
planned registrants and noted 
that the administrative com
mittee session was held at a 
time of mounting world crises.

The world’s crises convinced 
members even more of the 
urgent need for the congress 
in spite of the forced cutback 
in participation, Bishop Dain 
said.

The committee, including lay
men and clergymen from 
around the world, was faced 
specifically with increases in 
airline fares, among other cost 
increases. Panel members noted 
that the buying power of several curren
cies pledged in support of the congress have 
declined seriously since initial budgets were 
approved in 1972.

Bishop Dain said the number of partici
pants will still be more than twice the size 
of the 1966 World Congress on Evangelism 
in Berlin, at which 1,200 persons registered. 
The 1974 meeting will be much more repre
sentative of international evangelical leader
ship, he said.

Participants for the congress are being se
lected on a quota system that takes into ac
count all types of ministries, age, sex and 
lay or clergy status.

Final program plans were approved by 
the administrative committee as were ar
rangements for the Palais de Beaulieu, site 
of the congress. The committee also voted to 
open all parts of the program to accredited 
journalists.

In other action, the committee added 
two members to the congress planning team. 
They are W. Maxey Jarman of Nashville, a 
Southern Baptist layman and retired busi
nessman, and Fritz Hoffman of Magdeburg, 
general secretary of the Young Men’s Chris
tian Association in the German Democratic 
Republic. (BP)
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