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Christian Fellowship
By Herschel H. Hobbs

“That which we have seen and heard de­
clare we unto you, that ye also may have 
fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship 
is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus 
Christ.”—1 John 1:3

The key word in this verse is “fellow­
ship.” It is more than the joy that Christians 
experience in being together. While includ­
ing that, it involves more. This twice- 
minded word means sharing or having all 
things in common. In Luke 5:10 it is ren­
dered partners. We speak of church mem­
bership, but the New Testament speaks of 
Christian fellowship. Which stresses the im­
portance of Christians being involved in a 
local fellowship where they live, sharing 
both the privileges and responsibilities of 
such.

John says that that which he has seen and 
heard firsthand, he shares with his readers. 
This to the end that “ye also” through faith 
in Jesus may have this fellowship. It is a 
fellowship effected by the Holy Spirit as 
He binds Christians to each other and 
to God.

But the apostle adds that the real fellow­
ship is with the Father and with His Son 
Jesus Christ. Note how he joins Jesus and 
Christ (deity-humanity), and relates Him to 
the Father. So when one believes in the
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Son he becomes one with the Father and 
the Son—and one with fellow-Christians. 
This is the fruit which the gospel bears in 
the lives of believers.

Our generation has seen vast social re­
form movements aimed at breaking down 
walls of separation between peoples of dif­
ferent races, nationalities, and cultures. 
Legal power has been an ally in achieving 
desired goals. And they have met with 
much success outwardly.

However, the New Testament stresses 
spiritual fellowship rather than legal co­
ercion. And true unity and fellowship can 
be obtained in no other way.

In Ephesians 2:14-15 Paul speaks of 
Christ breaking down external barriers to 
make of two (Jews and Gentiles) one new 
man, so making peace. His readers were 
Jews and Gentiles who had become Chris­
tians. They were living and working to­
gether in the Lord’s service. If the gospel 
could solve this racial problem, it can solve 
any others which separate people.

When people are in a proper fellowship 
with the Father and Son, they will have 
( hristian fellowship with each other. Such 
can be achieved in no other way.

pulpit
By Jim Griffith

Although, as a general rule, love is 
harder to hide than a bad cough, even 
Valentine’s Day is unable to inspire 
some people to show their true af­
fection.

They would have us think that 
love doesn’t really make the world go 
round—it just makes people so dizzy 
that they think the world is going 
around.

But love is still the greatest thing 
in the world. It can change one’s at­
titude and outlook, as with the hus­
band who said, “Love is eating left­
overs without complaining—not be­
cause they are tasty, but because of 
the hands that prepared them.”

Moreover, the love letter from God 
through Christ convinces us that love 
looks through a telescope in judg­
ment of what is wrong and through a 
magnifying glass in mercy at what is 
right.

As for our efforts to live peaceably 
with all men, this much is certain: 
love destroys enemies—it turns them 
into friends.

Devotional

Profile Of The
Early Church
By R. Paul Caudill, Pastor 

First Baptist Church, Memphis

Caudill

In Acts 2:42-47 we have perhaps the 
most incisive picture of the early church to 
be found anywhere in the Bible. Luke’s pen­

etrating words furnish 
us a clear-cut, vivid pro­
file that believers might 
well consider and strive 
to emulate in today’s 
world. Let us think on 
and enumerate, some ol 
these outstanding char­
acteristics as Williarr 
Barclay and others have 
done so effectively.

First, the early churcl 
was marked by doctrine 
(v. 42). It was a churcl

with great emphasis upon learning. Th< 
people gave heed to the teaching of the 
apostles. After all, that is what doctrine i 
—teaching! Every day in a believer’s life 
should witness new truth, deeper penetra 
tion into the wisdom and grace of God 
The religion of the Lord Christ is not ; 
static thing but rather a moving experienc* 
that tends to cause one to lift up his eye 
and ever look toward the sunrise rathe 
than the sunset.

The early church made much of fellow 
ship (v. 42a). This means that the peopl 
experienced and shared a sense of together 
ness which had great meaning for thei 
lives. The church was a real brotherhood 
When Nelson was asked to explain one o 
his great victories he is said to have replied 
“I had the happiness to command a band o 
brothers".

? a
Believers made much of prayer in th 

early church (v. 42c). They were a prayin 
people. “Lord, teach us to pray”, said on 
of the disciples to Jesus, “even as Joh 
also taught his disciples” (Luke 11:1). Littl 
wonder that the disciples prayed, for Jest 
had set them the perfect example. We kno' 
that on one occasion he went out into th 
mountain to pray and “continued all nigl 
in prayer to God” (Luke 6:12).

The early church was marked by revei 
ence and there were signs and wonders (' 
43). Luke says, “And fear came upon ever 
soul . . .”. The word translated “fear 
carries the idea of “awe and reverence’ 
The Christian looks upon the earth, th 
whole earth, as “The Temple of the Livin 
God. For God is the creator and th 
owner of the universe." In the words c 
Paul, “He is before all things, and in hu 
all things consist” (Col. 1:17).

Let each of us ask himself this questioi 
Is my church a church of learning, of re: 
fellowship, of prayer, of wonder, of reve 
ence?
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Southern Baptists arc experiencing some 
kind of renewal at the heart of the 
churches. It does not yet seem to 

iffect the masses, but its force is unmistak- 
ibly present.

A marked increase in personal pietism 
.vitli more people talking about their Chris- 
ian experience.

An increase of the charismatic movement 
jr neo-pentecostalism in our midst. Some 
churches have had "tongues'’ problems.

A longing for reassertion of old moral 
ind ethical values is showing up in more 
md more people, even young adults.

The lay renewal movement has been most 
uccessful in many churches.

There seems to be a basic renewal of 
Jible study, particularly among those affect- 
id by renewal.

More laymen, especially the younger 
>nes, are putting the emphasis on effective 
elevant preaching.

More ministers are emphasizing good 
ireaching. New books on preaching are 
ippearing.

Young seminarians seem to have again 
ound preaching viable and challenging, 
rhe seminary presidents report more men 
entering local church ministr}’.

More people in SBC seminaries than ever 
tefore.

Some of the more rigorous plans and pro­
cedures of Southern Baptists arc giving way 
o more flexibility in methodology. The 
churches are exercising more programming 
iptions.

Some reaction to the special thrusts of 
ninistry of a half-dozen or more years 
go. The churchliness of the church is 
gain being emphasized.

OX

The traditional church organizations may 
lot be, in some cases, as vigorous as they 
mce were, yet churches are finding other 
vays to carry on church education. Even 

do

th
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he traditional organizations are helped 
hrough flexibility.

Churches are offering two or three Sun- 
lay morning worship services, not because 
hey must, but because they choose to do it.

Some churches have found that they may 
lave built too big and too elaborately, 
iome of the most effective churches are 
inding they can do more with less building, 
f they plan. The new trend is toward in- 
imate buildings, planned for koinunia.

Increasing involvement of laymen in per- 
onal witness. WIN has had significant in- 
luence in Southern Baptist evangelism.

This happens only where a congregation 
s dynamic and its energies are high, and 
vhere the laymen are trained in such a way 
is to improve skills and create self-con- 
idence.

Most churches are beginning to use and 
each methods similar to those used by mis-

(Note: This is the second of four articles by 
Dr. McClellan, program planning director and as- 
ociate executive secretary, Southern Baptist Con­
tention, on tensions In Southern Baptist life and 
vhat can be done about them. The third one Is on 
Vhat Are Tensions Between Pastors and Lay- 
nan'/)

What
Are 

Specific 
Tensions

In 
Baptist 

Life?
By Albert McClellan

sionarics on foreign fields
Book centers, extension classes, home 

Bible fellowships, street preaching, cultural 
events, etc.

Southern Baptist evangelism is as active 
as ever, yet it seems to be reaching for peo­
ple at younger and younger ages, and ap­
pears to some to be superficial. This is the 
inevitable result of the desire to show 
numerical gains.

Everyone who “walks the aisle" gets a 
ticket to the bailgame—one offer of a bus 
poster.

We seem to have forgotten our Baptists 
conviction about conversion. Children 
should be old enough to understand and 
remember their experience

In 1970 Southern Baptists baptized 1,278 
under six years of age; in 1971, 1,899, and 
in 1972, 2,323. Do these advances indicate 
a trend?

1 he bus ministry is continuing to grow, 
yet there are signs it may Ive slowing down.

The original reason for their existence 
has disappeared, so they are being forced by 
institutional, economic and cultural pres­
sures to redefine their purposes.

A good sign is the ability of the church 
to identify and respond to the felt needs 
of its members.

We are losing some of our members 
who have been sitting too close to the edge 
of the church.

There is a decline of influence of the 

old traditional values of the church on some 
of its members.

Conscience is less a motivating factor 
in church loyalty.

Some church members increasingly feel 
free to boycott the church unless it responds 
to their wishes.

Old fashion conviction “that it is what 
1 do for the church that counts" may be 
weakening.

laiymcn are becoming more assertive as 
church and denominational leaders. The 
trend is toward more lay leadership on 
boards.

It is no longer possible tor pastors to ma­
nipulate people in the manner that appeared 
to be successful and acceptable, in some 
cases, fifteen or twenty years ago.

SBC recently voted to encourage church­
es to pay expenses of laymen to its meet­
ings.

.Southern Baptist seminaries are attempt­
ing to reorganize their courses of study to 
be nunc practical in service to the needs of 
the churches. All six seminaries have car­
ried out major curriculum re-structuring

Ihc independent clement in our Con­
vention is becoming more assertive. For­
merly the independent attacked from the 
outside, now from the inside.

Ihe tensions arc now between the funda­
mentalists and the conservatives, not the 
fundamentalists and the liberals.

Ihc new thing in this is that the extremes 
appear to be organizing If this happens, 
it could divide the Convention.

A deficient) in minion education is be­
coming more apparent. Our present meth­
ods, according to some leads, orc not reach­
ing the masses of the people.

Sometimes missions arc omitted from 
church programs. Strong local biases de­
velop among pastors.

Declining number of missionary volun­
teers.

Giving is keeping ahead, but only at 
about the same rate as inflation

Some of the increase is through designa­
tions.

Local churches require more of the total
Local missions take precedent over world 

missions.
Present church members arc burdened 

under the weight of church debt incurred 
by their fathers.

Southern Baptists are still standing tongue 
tied and helpless in the presence of our 
huge urban complexes. We are not effec­
tively solving the big city church problems 
Despair prevails among pastors in some 
metro situations

Southern Baptists are beginning to realize 
that the seminaries are not presently train­
ing all of our leaders

Perhaps not half of our leaders are semi­
nary trained.

The multiplication of Bible schools tend 
to divide the denomination.

Moie churches aie intent on doing their 
own thing in their own way. It is difficult

(Continued on Page 11)
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Gospel Of John o4 vailable 
For ‘Revival Crusades

Tennessee Baptists will observe their Cen­
tennial Year this November when the State 
Convention meets in Murfreesboro. In 
Commemorating Our Heritage and Com­
mitting Our Future, the Convention has had 
printed for distribution The Gospel of John. 
Included in this Gospel is a page outlining, 
for easy reference, the plan of salvation, a 
short history of Tennessee Baptists, and in­
formation about the convention.

The Tennessee simultaneous crusades are 
scheduled for March 31-April 7 (Western 
zone) and April 14-28 (Eastern zone). Ten­
nessee Baptists must be willing to share 
the Word now and its message with the 
people of the state. These Scriptures are a 
good way to pave the way for the revivals.

The churches have been offered the op­
portunity to purchase Today’s English Ver­
sion (TEV04421) or King James (KJ04420) 
translations of John’s Gospel at a greatly 
reduced price. It is offered to the churches 
through a special subsidy by the American 
Bible Society and the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention. The price of each version is 
10(* per copy.

All orders should be mailed to the Ameri­
can Bible Society, 1865 Broadway, New 
York, N.Y. 10023. Order blanks may be 
secured from your associational missionary 
or from the Tennessee Baptist Convention, 
Ralph Norton, executive secretary, P.O. 
Box 647, Brentwood. TN 37027. Orders 
should be placed by the churches im­
mediately so they can be used in connection 
with the revivals.

Wajs in which these Scnptures might be 
used are as follows:
• Distribute during the simultaneous cru­
sades.
• Give as a free gift at every door of every 
home on a church field. Include a short note 
or a church bulletin in visitation. If no one 
is at home, leave a copy.
• Use in camps, assemblies, retreats and 
in planning meetings.
• In personal visitation hand mark selected 
passages used in witnessing.
• Use in bus ministry. Give every rider a 
copy.
• Use in resort-recreational areas.
• Use in Vacation Bible School and in 
Brotherhood and WMU Mission Actions.
• Furnish copies for Sunday school groups 
to place in hospitals, airlines, bus and train 
stations; waiting rooms of office buildings, 
barber shops and beauty shops.
• Carry in glove compartment and give to 
individuals whenever possible.
• Copies could be given to all graduating 
seniors from high school and college and/ 
or give copies to every freshman entering 
college.

• Furnish copies to the inmates of penal 
institutions.
• Provide copies for each child in the chil­
dren’s home near you.
• Pastors could present to newly married 
couples when he performs the ceremony.
• Through the cradle roll ministry, provide 
copies for each new baby.

Churches are encouraged to take advan­
tage of this low price. Following the Cen­
tennial Celebration, there will always be 
needs and opportunities for use of these 
Scriptures in taking the message of Jesus 
to people.

But the important thing is that the 
Scriptures be ordered now so the churches 
can begin using them.

Sunday School Board Trustees
Reply To Committee Of Fifteen

NASHVILLE—Trustees of the Southern 
Baptist Sunday School Board in their semi­
annual meeting here named a president­
elect and a personnel manager for the 
board and responded to the recent report 
of the Southern Baptist Committee of Fif­
teen.

In a letter to the Committee of Fifteen, 
a group studying the agencies of the South­
ern Baptist Convention, the trustees stated 
that they view only five of the committee’s 
fifteen expressed “concerns” about the Sun­
day School Board as valid.

Six of the committee's concerns are seen 
as being stated “in partial or total error,” 
and the remaining four are viewed as mat­
ters of “awareness” rather than concern, a 
board spokesman said.

The trustees expressed appreciation for 
the work of the committee, and agreed with 
“concerns” related to missionary education, 
revision of church organization task state­
ments, continued coordination of conven­
tion programs related to the local church, 
improvement of the board’s retirement pro­
gram and a change of name for the agency.

Committee "concerns” seen as "not val­
id” are those related to board use of busi­
ness terminology, changes in planning 
processes between the board and state con­
ventions, a charge that the board has ig­
nored SBC "critical issues," suggested 
changes in board organizational structure, 
the board’s communications regarding its 
relationship to the Cooperative Program, 
and suggested changes in budgetary control.

Committee “concerns" which seemed to 
the trustees to be matters for “awareness”

J. Clyde Turner
Dies At Age 95

RALEIGH, N.C.—J. Clyde Turner, 95 
four times president of the North Carolin. 
Convention of Baptists, a longtime pasto 
and former president of the Southern Bap 
tist Theological Seminary board of trustees 
died here February 1.

Turner, who retired from a 38-year pas 
torate in 1948 of First Baptist Church ii 
Greensboro, N.C., fell at Hillhaven Conva 
lescent Center here and suffered a brokei 
hip on January 26, according to Marse 
Grant, editor of the “Biblical Recorder.”

The Southern Baptist leader was a mem 
ber of the Southern Seminary (Louisville 
Ky.) board 31 years, serving as chairma 
12 years, according to seminary records 
(BP) 

rather than concern were: a reminder cor 
cerning the principles behind the foundin 
of the board in 1891, communication of a 
impression of “pastoral warmth” from th 
board, expansion of capital assets and car 
in fixing prices of church literature.

The trustees also agreed that the “goal 
and objectives in certain areas” which cor 
elude the Sunday School Board section c 
the report are "valid and worthy” of ou 
deepest thought and consideration.”

The full report of the Committee of 15 
an SBC Executive Committee subcommii 
tee, will be considered at the Executiv 
Committee’s meeting in Nashville, Fet 
18-20.

Grady C. Cothen, president of New Oi 
leans Baptist Theological Seminary, wi 
assume the post of president-elect of th 
Sunday School Board on May 1. He be 
comes president in February, 1975, sue 
ceeding James L. Sullivan, who retires s 
that time.

Kenton C. Hofmeister, 37, supervise 
of the youth section in the church trainin 
department, was elected manager of th 
personnel department of the board, sue 
ceeding Leonard E. Wedel, who retire 
last year.

The trustees appointed a committee t 
assist Cothen in selecting an executive vice 
president to replace J. M. Crowe, who re 
tires along with Sullivan. Paul Henry o 
Maryland is chairman. Serving with him ar 
Leon Cook of Oklahoma, Roy Adams o 
Michigan and Harold Sorrells and Willian 
Rudolph of Nashville. Scott Tatum o 
Louisiana and DeVaughn Woods of Nash 
ville are ex officio members. (BP)

Page 4 Baptist And Reflecto)



Cothen Named President-Elect
Of Sunday School Board

NASHVILLE—Grady C. Cothen, 53, 
president of New Orleans Baptist Thco- 
logical Seminary, was named president-elect 
of the Southern Baptist Sunday School 
Board by vote of that agency’s trustees in 
their semiannual meeting here.

* J Cothen. a native of Poplarville, Miss , 
will become president of the publication 

‘ and education agency in February. 1975, 
upon the retirement of James L. Sullivan, 
who became chief executive in 1953.

The seminary president is expected to 
begin his work in Nashville in May, pro- 
viding about nine months of orientation to rP” I' the organization and work of the Sunday 
School Board before he is inaugurated as 

J president.
Cothen has headed the New Orleans in- 

* stitution since September, 1970, coming to 
’’ the seminary from the presidency of Okla- 

homa Baptist University, where he had 
5 served since 1966. Prior to that time he was

executive secretary-treasurer of the Southern 
Baptist General Convention of California 

11D’ for five years.
A graduate of Mississippi College with 

J ' the bachelor of arts degree and New Or- 
rea leans Seminary with the master of theology 

degree, Cothen holds honorary doctorates 
to from California Baptist College, Riverside, 

ce* Cal., Mississippi College, and William 
re- Jewell College, Liberty, Mo.
of A nominating committee headed by Gene 

are Wofford of Dallas, Tex., presented Cothen’s 
of name to the trustees.

Uli For the third time in succession, Southern 
of Baptists have selected a native of southern 
ib- Mississippi, from within the same 30-mile 

radius to head the Sunday School Board. 

The late T. I . Holcomb was a native of 
Purvis, while James I . Sullivan was bom 
in Silver ( icck.

I he new executive's pastoral experience 
includes service at W'hitc Oak Baptist 
Church, Chattanooga, Icnn, 1946-48, 
Olivet Baptist Church. Oklahoma City, 
1948-59, and First Baptist Church, 
Birmingham, Ala., 1959-61 He was a 
Navy chaplain during World War 11

Active in denominational affairs. Cothen 
was first vice president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention in 1962. He preached 
the annual sermon al the SBC when it met 
in Denver in 1970.

He has been a trustee of New Orleans 
Seminary. Oklahoma Baptist University and 
the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board 
He has been a member of the executive 
committee of the Baptist World Alliance, 
the North American Baptist Fellowship 
Committee, the executive committee of the 
American Association of Theological 
Schools and the executive boards of the 
state Baptist conventions in Oklahoma and 
Alabama

Cothen is the son of a Baptist minister, 
with two preacher brothers. He is married 
to the former Bettye Major of Chattanooga. 
They have two grown children, Grady Coul­
ter, Jr., and Carol I_orrain (Mrs. Don C. 
Md hesney) (BP)

Woman Assumes Florida
Baptist Presidency

ORLANDO. Ha.—Mrs Henry Allen 
(Virginia) Parker, wife of the pastor of 
First Baptist Church here, will become the 
first woman president of the Florida Baptist 
Convention.

Mrs. Parker, whose husband served as the 
Florida convention's president in 1963, will 
succeed to the office from the second vice 
presidency following the resignation of the 
president and the first vice president.

Mrs Letha Cassazza, a past president of 
the District of Columbia Baptist Conven­
tion. dually aligned with Southern and 
American Baptists, is believed to be the 
first woman to ever serve a Southern Bap 
tist-afTiliated convention as president. Mrs 
Parker would be the second.

A. Rudolph Fagan, a pastor from Braden 
ton, Fla , was elected president of the Flor­
ida convention last November, but an­
nounced his resignation after his election as 
executive director-treasurer of the Southern 
Baptist Stewardship Commission, Nashville.

The first vice president, Fred Cooper, 
director of information services at Stetson 
University, Deland, Ila, resigned after 
learning of Fagan’s proposed move, because, 
he said, “it would be impossible to give the 
time and leadership” the presidency of the 
Florida convention would require. (BP)

Elmer Gray Named To Edit 
'California Southern Baptist'

FRESNO, Calif.—Elmer L. Gray, aca­
demic dean at Golden Gate Baptist Theo­
logical Seminary, Mill Valley, Calif., has 
been elected editor of the “California South­
ern Baptist.”

Gray, 56, succeeds Donald T McGregor 
as editor of the journal of the Southern 
Baptist General Convention of California 
McGregor returned to Texas last Septem­
ber, after (wo years in California, to serve 
as editor and publisher of the "Kemp (Tex) 
News."

A native of Oklahoma, Gray served as 
professor of religious education at Golden 
Gate Seminary, 1959-67. He spent three 
years after that as manager of the Sunday 
School department at the Southern Baptist 
.Sunday School Board. Nashville, and then 
returned to Golden Gate Seminary.

Gray, who has also held pastorates in 
California. Oklahoma. Texas and Kansas, 
has served on a number of state-level and 
.Southern Baptist Convention-level boards 
and committees and has written extensively 
for denominational publications.

He is a graduate of Oklahoma Baptist 
University, Shawnee, and earned master of 
theology and doctor of theology degrees 
from Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. Fort Worth. (BP)

Enrollment Increases
At Southern During Interterm

LOUISVILLE, Ky.—While most institu­
tions of higher education arc experiencing 
low enrollments, at Southern Baptist Semi­
nary the enrollment is getting higher. Reg­
ular students enrolled for degrees in the 
January interterm increased by more than 
13 percent this year for a total enrollment 
of 713 students. Including interseminary 
visiting students from other TEAM-A 
schools and one auditing student, the en­
rollment for the January interterm reached 
743.

The theology school reflected the greatest 
increase in enrollment The school’s enroll­
ment was up by 14.8 percent. The school 
of religious education showed an increase 
of 10.2 percent. And the church music 
school increased enrollment by 8 1 percent

During the fall semester, which ended 
December 19, there were 1313 students en­
rolled Southern Seminary, Southern Bap­
tist’s oldest institution, has increased enroll­
ment consecutively for the last 12 years 
with students coming from 43 states and 
the District of Columbia and from 14 for­
eign countries.
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Stewardship

Top 25 Tennessee Churches In Cooperative Program Giving
By W. C. Summar, Director

The following twenty-five churches in the Tennessee Baptist Convention gave the
largest dollar amount to the Cooperative Program during the fiscal year 1972-73. See 
Baptist And Reflector issue of January 31, 1974 for the top twenty-five churches in 
percentage giving.

Church and Pastor Association Amount Percent

1. Nashville, First 
H. Franklin Paschall

Nashville $ 87,750.59 12.18

2. Memphis, First 
R. Paul Caudill

Shelby 82,657.00 11.54

3. Brainerd
J. Ralph McIntyre

Hamilton 76,672.93 13.56

4. Kingsport, First 
William J. Purdue

Holston 68,145.18 14.54

5. Maryville, First 
J. William Harbin

Chilhowee 68,065.60 26.11

6. Central, Fountain City 
Charles Bond

Knox 65,020.00 18.45

7. Belmont Heights 
Robert Jon Norman

Nashville 64,679.91 14.07

8. Bellevue
Adrian Rogers

Shelby 62,523.79 5.30

9. Morristown, First 
William L Palmer

Nolachucky 48,893.86 14.58

10. Wallace Memorial 
James G. McCluskey

Knox 47,907.83 19.59

11. Sevierville, First 
Grant L. Jones

Sevier 47,017.36 31.08

12 West Jackson 
David Q. Byrd

Madison-Chester 46,983.32 12.29

13 Central, Bearden
♦Fred Rudder

Knox 45,016.60 14.66

14. Chattanooga, First 
Jack McEwen

Hamilton 44,227.62 8.89

15. Whitehaven
Lewis D. Ferrell

Shelby 43,832.76 12.55

16. Donelson, First 
Ralph C. Harris

Nashville 40,964.94 21.17

17. Highland Heights 
Alfred B. Coyle

Shelby 40,314.20 8.19

18. Jackson, First 
R. Trevis Otey

Madison-Chester 40,027.25 7.91

19. Ridgedale
Kenneth Hubbard

Hamilton 39,882.76 21.07

20. Red Bank 
Fred A. Steelman

Hamilton 39,814.57 11.89

21. Robertsville 
Lee Morris

Clinton 38,928.53 25.38

22. Lincoln Park Knox 38,401.11 24.22

23.
r

Paris, First
Carroll C. Owen

Western District 37,091.46 17.88

24. Two Riven 
James B. Henry

Nashville 34,001.10 9.80

25. Athens, First 
Ansell T. Baker

McMinn 33,651.00 14.86

♦Associate Pastor $1,282,471.27

Youth Evangelism Meet 
Slated For March 22-23

The fifth state wide Youth Evangelism 
Conference, sponsored by the Department 
of Evangelism of the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention, will be held March 22-23 at 
Vanderbilt Memorial Gymnasium in Nash­
ville.

Houston evangelist Richard Hogue, who 
was a major speaker during the 1972 con­
ference, will return to Nashville to deliver 
a Friday evening message. With him on the 
program will be Beth Ann Derksen, ven­
triloquist from Plainwell, Mich., and sev­
eral young people from the state giving 
testimonies and singing.

Fenton Moorhead, evangelist, and for­
mer minister of youth for First Church. 
West Palm Beach, Fla., will bring a Sat­
urday afternoon message.

The first session will begin at 7:30 p.m. 
Friday. Personal witnessing conferences 
will be held from 10:00 a.m. until 12 noon 
Saturday, with the closing session at 2:0C 
p.m. Saturday. A special witnessing con­
ference for college students will be led by 
Frank Hart Smith, consultant, Church 
Recreation Department, Baptist Sunday 
School Board on Saturday morning in the 
Belmont Heights Church chapel.

Additional conferences will meet at the 
Belmont College gymnasium, Massey 
Auditorium. Belmont Heights Church 
auditorium. Crievewood Church, Eastland 
Church, First Church, Immanuel Church 
Inglewood Church, Judson Church. Wood­
mont Church, and Van Ness Chapel of the 
Baptist Sunday School Board.

The conferences will be led by the 
youth, pastors, and staff of churches 
throughout the state. Emphasis on how tc 
witness and problem solving in witnessing 
will be given, according to F. M. Dowell 
director. Evangelism Department.

For the past two years, over 16.00C 
junior and senior high and college students 
have met in Nashville for conference. “We 
are expecting that many again this year,* 
Dowell concluded.

Francisco Honored By
Scholarship Fund

LOUISVILLE, Ky.—Clyde T. Francisco 
well-known professor of Old Testament al 
Southern Seminary', has been honored by ar 
anonymous donor w'ho contributed S50.00C 
toward the establishment of a permanent 
endowment fund named for Francisco.

Income from the fund will provide as­
sistance to master of divinity students, for 
non-Southem Baptists, and for students pre­
paring for the preaching ministry. The 
initial contributor to the fund expressed the 
hope that others will join in adding to the 
Francisco Scholarship Fund so that more 
students may be helped.

Francisco, who joined Southern’s faculty 
in 1948, is the John R. Sampey professor of 
Old Testament interpretation.

U*
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UNIFORM SERIES
Sunday School Lesson for Sunday, February 17, 1974

Victorious In. Death.
By Dr. Herbert C. Gabhart, President. Belmont College, Nashville
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Background Scripture: John 19:16-42 
Scripture Lesson: John 19:17-22, 28-30

Until Jesus came and died on the cross 
death was never considered a victory, al­
ways a defeat, something to be “hush-hush" 

about. Through the cen­
turies men have post­
poned thinking of the 
reality of death and even 
at death funeral customs 
have tried to cover up 
the realities of death by 
trying to make the body 
look lifelike But Jesus 
tasted of death for every 
man (Hebrews 2:9). He 
defeated death and freed 
man from the bondage 
of the lifelong fear of 

death (Hebrews 2:15).
In this lesson in the study of Jesus as 

Victorious in Death, four words seem to 
describe his death: procession, crucifixion, 
inscription and interment, while one word, 
completion, seems to describe the victory 
he had in death.

Procession
Pilate, responding to public pressure, 

turned Jesus over to be crucified. The pro­
cession beean at the judgment hall and con­
tinued to Calvary, the place of the skull, 
outside the city walls. The route has been 
called Via Dolorosa, the way of the Cross 
The custom was to take the longest route so 
that those sentenced to death might be 
viewed by more people Usually a sign was 
placed either around the neck of the crim­
inal or on the crossbeam of the cross 
indicating the reason for his death. The 
condemned were compelled to bear the 
crossbeam to the place of execution: the up­
right part of the cross having been previous­
ly placed in the ground. Jesus and the 
two thieves, robbers, insurrectionists, were 
guarded each by four soldiers cn route. The 
spectacle was horrible, revolting, yet manv 
onlookers seemed to find some satisfaction 
in seeing men under the load of condemna­
tion and crucifixion.

Crucifixion
Jesus w<as assisted in bearing his cross 

bv Simon of Cyrene of North Africa, prob­
ably a Jewish proselyte. Upon arrival he 
was nailed to the cross and remained there­
on for six hours. 9 A.M. to 3 P.M.. the last 
three hours spent in darkness. Death on the 
cross was one of the most cruel forms of 
death. It produced intense suffering, with 
death usually coming from fever and teta­
nus. If there was a desire to shorten the suf­
fering, the victim’s legs were usually shat­

tered with a club and the side pierced with 
a sword. John 19:31-37 relates that the legs 
of the two thieves were broken but the 
soldiers did not break Jesus’ legs, a remark­
able fulfillment of prophecy. However, they 
did pierce his side While on the cross Jesus 
uttered seven sayings "Father forgive; To­
day thou shall be with me tn Paradise; 
Woman behold thy son. My God. my God. 
why hast thou forsaken me?; I thirst; It is 
finished; and. Father, into thy hands I com­
mend my spirit." His crucifixion was the 
most horrible demonstration of sinful man 
at his wont that the world has ever seen.

Inscription
The inscription placed on Jesus’ cross by 

Pilate was more or less a jeering jibe by 
an obstinate ruler who had prostituted his 
office in surrendering Jesus to the Jews to 
be crucified. The inscription was in three 
languages (trilingual): Hebrew, the national 
longue; Greek, the language of the man on 
the street; and Latin, the official language. 
The four Gospels have a slight difference in 
the wording of the inscription: but each was 
trying to emphasize a particular aspect. The 
inscription read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the 
King of the Jews." But that title did not 
please the Jews; however. Pilate would not 
placate them by removing it. but his facile 
yielding and his stiff-necked obstinacy were 
both misplaced. His petulant answer to the 
rulers’ request: "What I have written. I 
have written." goes further by indicating 
that every man is perpetually writing a 
permanent record of himself. The inscrip­
tion also indicated that even in jest Pilate 
could only picture Jesus as a King.

Interment
After Jesus expired on the cross, Joseph 

of Anmathaea, a town 20 miles north­
west of Jerusalem, who was a member of 
(he Sanhedrin and an honorable counsellor, 
begged Pilate for the body In preparing 
Jesus for burial, Joseph was joined by 
Nicodemus, also a member of the Sanhe­
drin who had come to Jesus by night (John 
3) These men brought fine linen, wrapped 
him in it and laid him in the sepulchre 
located outside the city wall Nicodemus 
brought also a mixture of myrrh and aloes, 
about an hundred pounds weight and anoint­
ed the body. A stone was placed in front 
of the tomb and Roman soldiers placed 
there to guard it. These two secret disciples, 
who for fear of their fellowman, might 
suggest that even today many of us have 
beliefs and convictions about social and 
moral questions which we are ashamed to

Home Mission Prayer Week
Set For March 3-10

The Week of Prayer for Home Missions 
will be observed by Southern Baptists 
throughout the nation, Mar. 3 -10 with 
Home Misisons Day in Sunday .School to 
be emphasized Mar 10

The Tennessee goal for the Annie Arm­
strong Blister offering will be $450,000, ac­
cording to Mary Jane Nethcry, executive 
secretary, Woman’s Missionary Union, Ten­
nessee Baptist Convention In 1973, Ten­
nessee Baptists raised over $445,000, after 
establishing a goal of $400,000. The na­
tional goal is $7,200,000.

"In Him Is Life," will serve as theme 
for the week, with John 1:4, John 1:12-13, 
and I John 5:llb-12 as major scripture 
sources

According to Home Mission Board offic­
ials. the Annie Armstrong Easter offering 
provides approximately half the support of 
home missions. Home missionaries now 
number 2200, working in all 50 states, 
plus Panama and Puerto Rico.

Monies received in 1974 will be used in 
four major areas of work, a Home Mission 
Board spokesman emphasized. They in­
clude. support of home missionaries and 
their work, support of special projects, ad­
vancement in critical areas, and develop­
ment of new work.

avow in certain companies for fear of the 
finger of ridicule being pointed at us. Yet 
Joseph and Nicodemus learned to be 
ashamed of their cowardice, and their shy, 
hidden love forced for itself a channel of 
expression.

Victory
No one less than the Son of God could 

have brought victory out of such a death 
of shame, infamy and cruelty. His death 
was the completion, the denouement, the 
final revelation of himself and his deeds. In 
saying, "It is finished," he was declaring 
that his work was all over on earth, there 
were no loose ends left dangling. Sin had 
been destroyed, the penalty of sin atones! 
for, the wages of sin paid in full His 
atoning sacrifice left no other claim to be 
settled. The sting of death, caused by sin, 
had been removed (I Corinthians 15 55 56),

When Jesus exclaimed at his baptism, 
"Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh 
us to fulfil all righteousness," (Matthew 3; 
15) he set out on a course of accomplish­
ment in that direction which did not con­
summate until his death on the cross. Be 
cause of his death man can now stand 
justified in the presence of God with no 
robes or righteousness of his own, but 
clothed in those made possible through 
Christ.

One great truth remains for the followers 
of Christ. The completion of the wotk 
which he beg in on the cross is left tor them 
to carry forward to the ends of the world.
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YeipesseeNe^sBriefs
The Nashville Baptist Pastors’ Associ­

ation elected A. Leslie Kenney Jr. vice presi­
dent of the organization during a recent 
meeting. After serving in the position for 
six months, he will become president. Ken­
ney is pastor of the Gallatin Road Church 
and is a graduate of Samford University 
and Midwestern Baptist Theological Semi­
nary.

Bill Atkins and Janies Orman were or­
dained as deacons at First Church, Jackson, 
on Sunday night, Feb. 3. S. R. Woodson, a 
member of the church, and former pastor 
of First Church, Columbus, Miss., for 26 
years, delivered the ordination sermon. R. 
Trevis Otey is pastor.

Bobbv Miles and Ed Brown were or­
dained as deacons at the Pond Grove 
Church in Rockwood. Guy Farris, pastor, 
and Fate Wilson, former pastor, led the 
ceremony and spoke to the group.

J. R. Covington observed his ninth an­
niversary as pastor of the Cal van' Church 
in Knoxville on Feb. 3. During the past 
nine years, there have been approximately 
900 additions, the church has moved into 
new facilities, and a parsonage has been 
purchased.

Special services were held recently at 
First Church, Chattanooga, in recognition 
of completion of pavment on a $600,000 
note and the elimination of all indebtedness 
on the church property and facilities. Sam 
Miles, chairman of the finance committee, 
presented the cancelled note to Ben Gross, 
chairman of the deacon council, and to 
Jack McEwen, pastor, during the ceremony.

New Friendship Church, Bradley Asso­
ciation, ordained Barry Wood to the gos­
pel ministry. Wood is a student at South­
western Seminary and is the third son in the 
family to be ordained. Ted Wood is pastor.

Mrs. Ann Jones, assistant professor of 
music at Carson-Newman College, has re­
ceived international recognition in an arti­
cle published in the “Wheel” of Delta 
Omicron, a quarterly publication of the pro­
fessional music fraternity for women. The 
article enumerated the responsibilities which 
Mrs. Jones assumes as chapter advisor for 
the Alpha Gamma Chapter of Delta Omi­
cron at Carson-Newman. In 1972-73 the 
group received the Award for Continued 
Excellence, the highest award given by this 
international organization.

Dr. and Mrs. E. Lowell Adams were 
honored by members of the Graceland 
Church in Memphis in honor of his 19th 
anniversary as pastor of the church. Adams 
has served as the church’s only pastor, hav­
ing begun just a few weeks after the initial 
meeting. He is also presently serving as 
moderator of the Shelby County Associa­
tion.

Brainerd Church, Chattanooga, ordained 
Douglas L. Miller to the gospel ministry. 
J. Ralph McIntyre is pastor.

William L. Swafford observed his fifth 
anniversary as pastor of First Church, Eliz­
abethton, recently. He was honored by 
church members at a reception held at the 
church.

In Concord Association, Belle Aire 
Church announced that two worship serv­
ices are being held, and future plans call 
for two Sunday Schools. Joe Elliott is pas­
tor. In the same association, Grace Church 
has been organized with 64 charter mem­
bers. Robert Fessler, pastor, stated that the 
church is seeking property for a permanent 
location. They are meeting presently in the 
Seventh Day Adventist Church on Elam 
Road.

Missionary Grove Church, Carroll-Ben­
ton Association, ordained Bobby Wauford 
as a deacon. W. L. Brown is pastor.

In the Western District Association, 
Maplewood Church is in the process of 
building a combination pastor’s study and 
three bedroom pastorium. The brick struc­
ture is estimated to cost $41,000. In the 
same association, Shady Grove Church 
completed a three bedroom home for the 
pastor, Jerry Lee.

Carl Max Shell was ordained as deacon 
at the Calvary Church in Knoxville. J. R. 
Covington is pastor.

Silver Point Mission of First Baptist 
Church, Cookeville, now has assumed full 
support of its pastor, James Gary, is provid­
ing him a home, and has a budget which 
supports a full program. Gary has served 
the mission since Dec. 3, 1971. The Mis­
sions Department of the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention helped to supplement the pas­
tor’s salary for three years. George E. Capps 
is the Cookeville pastor.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES
First Church, Concord, called Richard 

Caperton as minister of education and 
youth. Caperton is a native of Louisiana 
and a graduate of Louisiana College and 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. 
Joe R. Stacker is pastor.

Bruster

Bill Bruster will begin his ministry as 
pastor of Central Church of Bearden, Knox­

ville, this week. For the 
past six years he has 
served First Church, Si­
loam Springs, Ark. He 
succeeds Henry Chiles. 
A native of Oklahoma, 
Bruster is a graduate of 
Oklahoma Baptist Uni­
versity and Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Sem­
inary, where he received 
both the B.D. and Th.D. 
degrees. He has served 
churches in Oklahoma 

and Arkansas, and was a member of the 
Executive Committee of the Arkansas Bap­
tist Convention.

In the Western District Association, 
Charles Hall resigned as pastor of First 
Church, Big Sandy; and H. C. Chiles is 
serving as interim pastor at Puryear 
Church.

Eagleville Church, Concord Association, 
called Vance King as pastor. He was for­
merly pastor of Lascassas Church.

33’

JOE

In Grainger County Association, New 
Prospect Church called Clarence R. Smith 
as pastor following the resignation of Tom 
Jarnagin. Ernest Greene resigned as pastor 
of Helton Springs Church to accept the 
call to a church in Claibourne County.

Steve Witt resigned as pastor of Antioch 
Church, Bradley Association to accept the 
call of First Church, Pikeville. Four Point 
Church called D. A. Hooker as pastor.

In the Gibson County Association, Ger­
ald McAlister has been called as music di­
rector at Immanuel Church. He served a.‘ 
music director at Northside Church. Milan 
before accepting the present position. Ves­
ter Carter is pastor of Immanuel Church 
First Church, Trenton, called Gene Wadt 
as bus director and children’s church pas­
tor. He served formerly at Second Church 
in Dyersburg and Salem Church.

(Continued on Page 9)

BEST OFFER: Good used solid oak church 
pews for sole. 25 pews 1116 feet long; 12 
pews, 8 feet long. Contact: North Fork Bap­
tist Church, Route 2, Puryear, TN. 38251 
or call Charles Paschall 901/247-5155 
after 6 p.m.
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THE CHRISTIAN AND THE 
hard

2 OCCULT: Satanism
and 

lary. By Bill Viscr

The occult, despite the bewildering vari­
ety of fads and fascinations involved in it, 
can be roughly divided into four categories: 

(1) Satanism, (2) spiri­
tualism, (3) witchcraft, 
and (4) prophecy. The

Y as
DOX-

first one we will look at 
is Satanism.

Satanism Todav
In one of the most ex­

tensive works on Satan­
ism today, The Second 
Coming, Arthur Lyons 
revealed that research 
conducted bv Dr. Ar­
nold Wilson showed an

01111 unusual interest in Satanism beginning in 
the late sixties. Many became interested 
after viewing the movie “Rosemary's Baby."
Anton LaVey, who played the role of the 
Devil in the movie, called it the "best paid 
commercial for Satanism since the inqui- 
sition.”

s B Satanism cannot be confined to the movie 
\ear screen alone for it is flourishing and active 

today. The first article in the series re­
called one of the more recent events re- 

jod garding one involved in Satanism, but pcr- 
fot- haps the best known example to all of us 

is that of the Charles Manson family. The 
family responsible for the deaths of actress 
Sharon Tate and others was headed by 

nith one who periodically claimed to be Satan 
Ton The delusion of Satanism is tragically 
star illustrated further in the death of 20-ycar- 
the old Patrick Newell who requested that he 

t. be pushed into a pond with his hands tied 
, behind his back. He felt that, by dying a 

ocb violent death, he would be placed in com- 
the mand of 40 legions of demons Those who 
lint work closely with young people in that 

New Jersey town of 48,000 estimated that 
from 50-100 of the youth were Devil’s 

’ter- disciples.
di-.
~ ■ The Satanic Church

an, Not only did Anton LaVey appear as the 
& Devil in the forementioned film but, in 
ch. 1966, he founded the Church of Satan in 
yjg San Francisco which is incorporated and 
jj. protected under California laws. Member- 
ch ship figures have not been available since 

the number reached 10,000 but it is known 
that chapters operate throughout the United 

_ States and Europe. Although it is the best 
known of all Satanist groups, it is not an 
example and even goes as far as to disavow

(Editor's Note: Viser, a native of Memphis, /» 
a student at Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas. This is the second 
article in a series of seven. Questions and com­
ments may be sent to him at 1809 J. T. Luther 
Dr., Apt. H, Fort Worth, Texas 76115.)

k
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any connection with any other Satanic 
gioup either in philosophy or practice, with­
in or without the United States.

Satanic Practices
A few of the basic Satanic practices 

would include:
(1) Use of sex outside the framework 

of marriage. I his is sin to the Christian yet 
it retains a prominent place in Satanic 
groups today.

(2) Allowing the body to achieve a weak 
slate. Widespread use of drugs is common 
since hallucinogenic drugs are well suited 
for conjuring up demons

(3) Desire for materialistic values includ­
ing self-indulgence in any and every form

Evaluating Satanism In God’s Word
God’s Word confronts Satanism in its 

every aspect.
Second Tim. 4:3-4 warns us as a sign 

of Jesus' return that many will follow their 
own desires, indulging self and turning 
away from truth.

First Tim. 4:1 tells us of those departing 
from the faith to listen to "seducing spirits" 
and "doctrines of devils."

Peter called the Devil “your adversary" 
in I Peter 5.8. In James 4:7, wc arc told to 
"Resist the devil and he will flee from you "

Jesus was templed by Satan himself and 
overcame the temptation experience trium­
phantly. By our belief in Jesus Christ as 
Lord and Saviour and our consecrated 
service to him, we too shall overcome 
Satan "by the blood of the Lamb " (Rev. 
12:11.)

LEADERSHIP CHANGES
(Continued from Page 8)

Spivey

The picture of Her­
schel Spivey, new min­
ister of music and activi­
ties at the East Ridge 
Church in Chattanooga 
was inadvertently left 
out of Baptist And Re­
flector for the issue of 
Feb, 7. He came to 
Chattanooga from First 
Church of Ringgold Ga

Faith Church, Lawrence County Asso­
ciation, called Bobby Adair as pastor: and 
First Church, Loretto, called William Hen­
derson to serve as pastor. Other new pas­
tors in the association include William A. 
Springer at Oak Hill Church, Robert Mc­
Ilwain at Ramah Church, and Leo Bunt at 
Gum Springs Church.

Subscribe Now To
BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR

Belmont Slates
Career Day

Belmont College’s second annual Career 
Day is scheduled for Monday, Feb. 18, 
sponsored by the school’s Alumni Associa­
tion.

Commenting on the purpose of the day, 
alumni President Ron E. Baumgartner of 
Donclson stated, "Wc want to provide an 
opportunity for our seniors and juniors to 
ask intelligent questions about some very 
real problems they will encounter upon 
graduation. College is a means of prepar­
ing oneself for a career; Career Day is a 
time when related experiences in pursuing 
that career come into focus.”

Four hour-long conferences arc scheduled 
between 3 and 5 p.m. with an opportunity 
for students to select two sessions to attend 
Conference topics, and their leaders, in­
clude:

"One Life to Live: Where Shall I Live 
It?"—Steve Hewlett, president, Hewlett 
Realty, Nashville;

“Those First Impressions . . . and Other 
Ways to Land and Keep a Job'—B K. 
Barnes, president. Employers Personnel, 
Nashville;

“Will All Work and No Play Really 
Make Jack a Dull Boy —Mrs. Betty Har­
per, administrative assistant to the dean of 
the Graduate School. Middle Tennessee 
State University, Murfreesboro;

"Making It. Spending It. and Other Risky 
Businesses"—Terrance Cooksey, vice presi­
dent, Commerce Union Bank Columbia.

Following the sessions the executive 
committee of the Belmont College Alumni 
Association will host a dinner honoring 
conference leaders.

Page 9



Baptist Book Stores love you. .. honest we really care!
to let you know in a special way, we are offering these quality 
books at reduced prices during Customer Appreciation Month now in 
progress. We like to offer you savings-come in and let 
us help you select books for yourself and others.
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THE LIVING BIBLE
Kenneth N. Taylor. You'll understand the Bible as never 
before with this paraphrased edition, written in the direct 
language of today. Kenneth Taylor brings'new life and 
appeal to the Word of God by putting each verse of the 
Bible into simple, easy-to-understand language. All 66 
books are in one volume. Handsome library cloth binding. 
(WHSE)
WHAT THE BIBLE IS ALL ABOUT
Henrietta C. Mears. "This book will make the reading and 
study of God's word interesting, challenging, and useful." 
Billy Graham. Dr. Mears, remembered for her dynamic 
ministry as a Bible teacher, presents an easy-to-understand 
survey of the Bible for individual or class use. More than 
one million in print. (WHSE) Paper
I'M OK—YOU'RE OK
Thomas A. Harris. The book that has helped over a 
million people start enjoying the best of life. A fresn, 
sensible approach to solving problems—problems in mar­
riage, child rearing, student revolt, creativity, etc. Extra­
ordinarily stimulating, practical, and rewarding. (WHSE)

Paper 
THE JESUS PERSON POCKET PROMISES BOOK
David Wilkerson. More than 800 Bible promises organized 
for quick, easy reference under three headings' Spiritual 
Needs, Personal Needs, and Future Needs. (WHSE) Paper
SATAN IS ALIVE AND WELL ON PLANET EARTH
Hal Lindsey. A commentary on the experiments: investi­
gation into the world of the occult and the dangers 
involved in otherworld spiritism. (WHSE) Paper
NAVE'S TOPICAL BIBLE
"Outside of the Bible, this is the book I depend on mofe 
than an y other. Certainly there has been no book that has 
helped me more in my study tnan Nave's Topical Bible." 
Billy Graham.

This versatile volume is an outstanding source book 
and study guide. Presents a digest of the Scripture 
passages with more than 20.000 topics and subtopics— 
100,000 references to these passages are written out 
under the topics. (WHSE)
KJV ECONO STUDY BIBLE
Here is an unusual value in a Bible, equally appealing to 
young Bible readers and to adults. Designed for Bible 
study, this text includes concordance, maps, family 
records, words of Christ in red. and self-pronouncing text. 
Imitation leather binding. Size 8 x 5-3/8 inches. Order by 
color and number. 25-black. 25B—blue; 25Br—brown; 
25G—green, 25R-red. (WHSE)
DAILY STUDY BIBLE
William Barclay. This extremely popular series of devo­
tional books is one of the best guides to the Scriptures 
available. Each volume contains a fresh translation of a 
book of the New Testament, with a clear, interesting 
explanation of every passage—all in individual units to be 
read in a few minutes of daily study. (WHSE)

Entire set (17 volumes)
Remember . .. February is Open House at Baptist Book 
Stores. We hope you can come to see us—if you can't 
come, call or write for these popular books at bargain 
prices.

BAPTIST BOOK STORE
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(Continued from Page 3) 
to have a national program of anything. 
Strong regionalism prevails.

The struggle continues between people 
who believe direct evangelism is the only 
way and those who believe that Christian 
social action is the main thing to do.

This shows up everywhere—in churches, 
associations and conventions.

Disruptive tensions are visible between 
the people who place priority on vertical 
relationships and those who place priority 
on horizontal relationships.

Young adults are clamoring for ways 
to socially express their faith, yet hold to 
their evangelistic purposes.

We arc not changing as rapidly as wc 
sometimes think we are.

While we talk about pluralism and diver­
sity, the rhetoric often exceeds the per­
formance.

Congregations are increasingly feeling the 
deficits in resources.

Money—inflation eating into budgets 
Time—people have more things to do.

Energy—some arc tired.
Commitment—dedication shallow.
Some laymen arc still willing to deeply 

commit themselves to ministering to peo­
ple when:

1 hey can minister to persons in specific.
In a definite concrete way.
I ecling that what they do is doing some 

positive good.
On a person-to-person basis.
That the relationship is redemptive
Churches are taking on the shape of the 

world of the theater. Showmanship is the 
standard by which pastors and programs arc 
more and more judged

Both good and bad.
At Portland the crowd was pleased most 

with the artists and performers.
Wc are forced to do more to improve 

ourselves
Our music is being vastly influenced by 

the rock music crowd.
The music at the Portland Convention is 

a proof of what may be happening
Trap drums and guitars arc frequently

I he First Baptist Church, Clinton, Hay­
wood Highfill pastor, discovered an error 
in total receipts section of report to the an­
nual meeting of the Association After cor­
rection, this church ranks twenty-second in 
percentage giving of total receipts through 
the Cooperative Program Total receipts 
$146,767; Cooperative Program gifts 
$29.791.K2 or 20.30%.

W. C. Summar, Director

Commemorating Our Heritage—

TENNESSEE 8AFTISE 

CONVENTION 
1874 W74

Committing Our Future

heard in church services
Hand clapping and body swaying are 

pari* of worship, especially for the youth.
Oral Roberts, a pcntccostal preacher, 

presents dancers on his TV programs.
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See and hear the remarkable new Specification 110 and 
the full line of Rodgers organs for the church and home at 
your nearest authorized Rodgen dealer.

NEW FROM

The first organ 
in the moderate

price range 
with all these

Features

ROY WARDEN PIANO I ORGAN CO. 
162 8th AVENUE NORTH 
NASHVILLE
Phene (815)255-3149

PFUND’S, INC.
1610 UNION AVENUE
MEMPHIS
Phone (901) 272-1708

AGO Console and Pcdalboard
Standard Couplers
Double-touch Preset Action
Celestes on each manual
Harp and Carillon
Flute Chill
Locking Roll-top
5 Speaking Channels
Available Self-contained or with External

Tone Cabinet*
Rodgers Quality Throughout

McKEEHAN ROSE
ALCOA HWY. AT LAKEMONT 
NEAR AIRPORT
Maryville Phone (815)8824548
Knoxville Phono (615) 546-8330

* Thursday, February 14, 1974 Psou 1 1



Feb. 17 Set To Recognize 
Baptist Colleges, Seminaries

Children’s Homes

There Is A River
NASHVILLE—Skylab Astronaut Wil­

liam R. Pogue returned to earth before 
Southern Baptists observe “Baptist Semi­
nary, College, and School Day,” Feb. 17.

Pogue, a graduate of Oklahoma Baptist 
University, Shawnee, probably will be too 
involved in debriefing by the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration to 
participate in the annual observance.

But Baptists throughout the Southern 
Baptist Convention will have the opportu­
nity on that day to brief themselves on the 
accomplishments and needs of the 54 col­
leges, six seminaries, four Bible schools and 
seven academics operated by Southern Bap­
tists in 16 states.

Pogue is only one of some 434,000 grad­
uates of Southern Baptists institutions spot­
lighted on the special day in 34,500 church­
es throughout the Convention.

To encourage thoughtful attention to the 
merits of Christian education through Bap­
tist institutions, the SBC Education Com­
mission has sent specially-designed packets 
to all pastors in the SBC with information 
and suggestions about how they can in­
form church members.

Besides providing information for use 
on the special day, the packet graphically 
highlights names of Baptist school gradu­

To change or correct 
your address

Attach label from your latest copy 
here and show new address below— 
include zip code. When changing ad­
dress please give two weeks notice.
Please write, do not call address 
changes to insure accuracy.

All correspondence relating 
to your subscription 
should be accompanied by your address 
label. If you are receiving duplicate 
copies please send both labels.
Address all inquiries to:

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR 
Post Office Box 647 

Brentwood, Tennessee 37027

Name .......................................................
please print

Address ...................................................

City .........................................................

State...................... Zip Code................. 

ates, built around the theme, “We Arc 
Known by the People We Graduate.”

The names, ranging from well-known 
figures to little-known members of society, 
“represent the dividend Baptists pay to so­
ciety and the kingdom of God through an 
investment in Christian education,” says 
Ben C. Fisher, Education Commission ex­
ecutive secretary.

Scriptures Rank High 
As Best Sellers

EL PASO, Tex.—A Spanish translation 
of the Gospel of John, which sold 16,238 
copies in six months, heads the list of the 
ten best selling books published during the 
last half of 1973 by the Baptist Spanish 
Publishing House here. Second on the list 
with 10,790 copies was a Spanish transla­
tion of the New Testament with verses 
printed in red to indicate the plan of 
salvation.

STORE
AhTNERS

BAPT ST

734 Owr, St • TH 37407 . 615) 267 «4!,
706 & Si • KnonMt TN 3'^2 • ’6)5) S2S8131 
24 N Second Si • Mcmptvx TN 38103 • (901) 5250267 
1010 • NetAv*’* TN <7203 • 6)M 242 5647

“What a question!” you 
say. “1 believe God loves 
everybody.”

Why then do so many 
well-meaning Christians 
transfer their dislike for
the problems of divorce to 
tire victims of divorce?

Available from your 
Baptist Book Store

By James M. Gregg, Executive Director

Did you know that there is a river in the 
ocean? ft is in the Atlantic ocean and is 
called the Gulf Stream. It emanates from 
the Gulf of Mexico and enters the Atlantic 
through the Florida Straits and is deflected 
in a northeasterly direction. It is easily 
seen because of its brilliant blue color which 
contrasts sharply with the grayish-green of 
the colder North Atlantic.

Ri
A P

• A r-
This river is a blessing to Northwestern *

Europe and accounts for warmer winters, 
warm water fish, and driftwood from the 
Bahamas and other southern islands which 
is used for firewood in many homes.

There is a river in Tennessee. I am not 
referring to the Tennessee or the Mississippi, 
but to a river of love and concern. This 
river flows from the mountains of East Ten­
nessee all the way to the Mississippi in West 
Tennessee. It emanates from the hearts 
of our dear Baptist people and your Chil­
dren’s Homes are blessed and supported.

The beautiful promotional materials for 
Mother’s Day are being prepared. We are 
using a picture of one of the families of 

na ■

children at the Chattanooga Home this 
year. Mother’s Day is Sunday, May 12. Lk
Our goal is $310, •33.00. Will you pray
with us about all these matters. Thank you lx 
and God bless you. fa

Lay Renewal Director Named 
By Brotherhood Commission

MEMPHIS—David P. Haney, pastor of 
the Heritage Baptist Church in Annapolis. 
Md., and author of three books on church 
renewal, has been named director of the 
Department of Lay Ministries for the 
Southern Baptist Brotherhood Commission 
here.

Haney will direct the commission’s em­
phasis on lay renewal, working in close 
cooperation with the Southern Baptist 
Home Mission Board’s Division of Evange­
lism, which has responsibility for the area 
of renewal evangelism.

The Maryland pastor will succeed James 
Johnson of Arlington, Tex., who resigned 
October 1.

Haney attended Harrison-Chilhowee 
Baptist Academy. Seymour. Tenn.: George­
town College, Georgetown. Ky.: South­
eastern Baptist Theological Seminary, Wake 
Forest, N.C.; and Earlham School of Re­
ligion, Richmond. Ind., where he earned a 
master’s degree in religion.

He has written three books on renewal.

arc 2

including one entitled "Breakthrough Into 
Renewal” scheduled for release in May by 
Broadman Press. He is also author of "Re­
new My Church” and "The Idea of the 
Laity,” both published by Zondervan. (BP) I

Baptist And Reflectot^Page 12
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Handicap Doesn't Slow 
Down Illinois Pastor

GRAYVILLE, III.—What’s so unusual 
about assigning a pastor to write Sunday 
School lesson materials for a Baptist news­
paper?

Not much—unless the pastor is blind.
That’s the case with Edgar J. Schulz, 

49, pastor of Northside Baptist Church, 
Grayville, who will write Life and Work 
Sunday School lesson comments for the 
"Illinois Baptist" during the first quarter 
of the year.

A native of Indiana, he was found to 
have a malady known as retinitus pigmen­
tosa at age 17. The disease progressed un­
til he is legally blind—and has been since 
age 28—with less than 10 per cent vision.

He graduated from Oakland City (Ind.) 
College in 1948 and has served as pastor 
of eight churches in Indiana and Illinois. 
While he was pastor at Otterville, III., some 
45 miles north of St. Louis, the church 
was recognized as the state convention’s 
rural church of the year.

Schulz went on from there to Big Creek 
Baptist Church, about 20 miles north of 
Cairo. III., which received rural church of 
the year honors twice on the state level 
and once on the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion-wide level.

Last July, Schulz was elected moderator 
of the National Church Conference of the 
Blind in Memphis, attended by 180 mem­
bers from 22 states. He will preside over 
this summer’s meeting in Atlantic City.

Schulz is so active in church and com­
munity affairs and activities in his associa­
tion of Baptist churches that a fellow min­
ister recently quipped: “That man just 
doesn't know he’s blind.” (BP)

Subscribe Now To
BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR

newBAPTO
ne Convenient,

Disposable Baptismal 
Robe.

• OPAQUE
• NON­

REVEALING
• FIREPROOF 
• WATER

REPELLENT
The BAPTOjm r°Le 
is designed to fill a 
need for a baptismal 
robe that is attractive 
yet economical, light 
v/eight but opaque 
and, of course, easy 
to put on and take 
off. Little water is 
tracked to the dress­
ing room. Write for 
complete inforrna 
lion.

COLLEGIATE CAP& GOWN CO.
Champaign, III, 1000 N. Market St.

New Books
Evangelistic Sermons by James I*. Wcs- 

berry, Broadman, paperback, 124 pp. The 
shepherd heart of Dr. Wesberry reveals 
itself in every paragraph.

Ephesians: Pattern for Christian Living 
by Roy Summers, Broadman, 152 pp. I be 
purpose of the book is to present a guide 
to the understanding ol the relevant mes­
sage of Ephesians tn both its doctrine and 
ethical implications.

The Holy Spirit Today by I lank Stagg, 
Broadman, paperback. 89 pp A very re­
freshing book on the Holy Spirit

The Mission of the Church by James I 
Carter, Broadinan, 120 pp Ibis book seeks 
to examine the mission of the church from 
a biblical standpoint The church is always 
a mission for God in the world.

Barnabas and Paul: Brothers in Conflict 
by John Warren Steen, Broadman, 128 pp 
Written in interesting conversational style

The Issues We Face . . . and Some 
Biblical Answers compiled by Bill Stephens, 
Broadman, 128 pp. This book is by and for 
evangelicals. The writers arc committed to 
Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.

For a

RETREAT
you won’t forget!

RESORT TO BROOKSIDE
If you are looking for a quiet, com­
fortable place in the Great Smoky 
Mountains to hold your next retreat; 
where you can enjoy fellowship In 
large motel rooms and cottages 
(some with fireplaces); where you 
can economize by preparing your 
own meals in fully equipped kitch­
ens; a place discovered and en­
joyed by other church groups . . . 
Brookside is your answer.

$5.25
. . . per person, sleeping two per 
bed, including sales tax and meet­
ing rooms to fit your needs. Rate 
applies as space available through 
June 10. For open dates, call . . . 

BROOKSIDE
MOTEL & RANCH HOUSE 

Phone (615) 436-5811 
GATLINBURG, TENNESSEE

let
Herschel Hobbs, 
the "Baptist Hour" 
speaker, help you 
discover the 
wonders of the 
Graceof God.

new men
Christ
Studios in Ephesians.

Ephesians life-changing truths 
and puzzhng questions are 
thoroughly explored to provide 
food lor your spiritual growth
• An m-depth study with rich 

devotional messages
• Brief Greek word studies 

give fresh insights
• Ideal for individual and class 

study

NEW MEN IN CHRIST - will 
help you sae God s purpose to* 
your hie — and for Ihe church

$4.95

At Your BAPT ST 
BOOK 
STORE
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Sunday School Lesson for Sunday, February 17, 1974

When. Religion Is Sinful
By Dr. W. R. White

Baylor University, Waco, Texas
Basic Passage: Mark 7:1-23
Focal Passage: Mark 7:5-15

Pure and undefiled religion is to visit the 
widows and fatherless in their afflictions and 
keeping one’s self unspotted from the world. 
This clearly indicates that there are types of 
religion which are not only impure but 
defiled.

The basic idea of religion is that which 
binds or holds together. That which binds 
us around God as revealed in Christ and 
binds us in love to all men, especially to 
the household of faith is the true Christian 
religion.

We may be tied together by a common 
prejudice or by a common superstition or 
tradition or it may be a perfunctory reli­
gious activity whose reality is gone from 
us.

Religion which is an empty pretense to 
produce a false impression is sinful. An 
act to deceive to improve our status is a 
sin.

The longest series of religious ceremonies 
of which we have heard were observed by 
Spencer and Gillen in Australia. Among 
the more virile tribes these ceremonies had 
meaning. In a very decadent tribe the cere­
monies had no religious significance what­
ever, it seemed to Spencer and Gillen. 
They thought they had found a tribe who 
had no religious faith. This was a mistake.

It was not an original absence of an 
articulate faith but a degeneration due to in­
sincere, perfunctory, religious activities. 
Religion is not valid, per se. Its validity 
is dependent upon its quality and its fruit.
When Religion Is a Perversion
Mark 7:5-8

sacred and static. The Spirit is forced to 
take second place to form. Then the pious 
become defenders of the status quo. Any­
thing else becomes heresy or sacrilege.
When Religious Gimmicks Replace Duty 
Mark 7:9-13

The teachers in Israel devised religious 
gimmicks as substitutes for plain duty which 
was set out in the commandments of God. 
For instance, we are commanded to honor 
our fathers and mothers, yet to avoid 
responsibility for support of needy parents, 
these Israelites were taught to say, “It is 
Corban”. That is, it Ls dedicated to God. 
Then they were absolved of any duty to 
bestow it on their parents. Such a gim­
mick sounds ridiculous to us but any ex­
cuse we make to avoid proper action and 
concern which we owe our parents is a 
sin. No sanctified alibis can make void 
the strong commandments of the Lord.
When Ceremonial Replaces the Essential 
Mark 7:14-15

The Old Testament is full of the cere­
monial, ritualistic and figurative. In the era 
of elementary education Jehovah made 
gieat use of the pictorial Strong command­
ments backed their observances because 
their pedagogical value was so great.

Unfortunately too many people came to 
make them more important than the truths 
they depicted. This was due to the fact 
that ceremonies were easier than conduct of 
a high, moral quality. Then regular habits 
can become so natural.

In the New Testament we have two 
beautiful ceremonies. Some early Christians 
would hang on to circumcision from the old 
covenant and make it essential to salva­
tion. Others wanted to hold on to other 
ceremonies. Yes—many professing Chris­
tians want to make the ceremonies of bap­
tism and the Lord’s Supper essential to sal­
vation. They are symbols but not substance. 
The truth they portray does save. We refer 
to the death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. The Passover feast did not save but 
the Lamb of God toward which it pointed. ■

The Jewish teachers had come to make • 
much of ceremonial cleansing of hands, pots 
and pans. Jesus made it clear that the ; 
ceremonially cleaned things that affected i 
man’s intake did not barm but what did 
matter were the moral and spiritual expres­
sions that came from the inner man.

Physical ordinances do have their ped­
agogical and memorial value so long as 
we are in the flesh. Jesus gave them and 
observed them. They are to be practiced 
until Christ has come and the end of the 
age. However, they are never to become 
saving sacraments. They constitute the 
pictorial gospel to the eye. They hoist the 
flag of our discipleship before the world.

Notice
Effective February 1, no pictures will 

be returned unless a self-addressed, 

stamped envelope is sent with the 

picture. This is due to the increase 

in postal rates.

We may pervert the commandments of 
God but the traditions of—that is when we 
replace the commandments of God with the 
obligatory traditions of man, then we wor­
ship God with the words of our mouth and 
not with the affections and devotion of our 
hearts.

Men are so prone to develop their own 
concepts through a fixed form of worship 
that the man-made accretion comes to be

FIBERGLASS
-• STEEPLES • CROSSES

• STAINED FIBERGLASS WINDOWS 
• LIGHTED SIGNS
• BAPTISTRIES
• BAPTISTRY 

HEATERS 
Write for free 
color orochure.

A/C 214 657-6524 Box 931 Henderson, Texas 75652

10 to 
15yrs. 

INTEREST

Offered by prospectus only

FIRST MORTGAGE CHURCH BONDS 
INTEREST PAYABLE 

SEMI-ANNUALLY
Monthly checks available on *5,000 purchase or more.

WRITE or CALL

CHURCH 
SECURITIES, 
INC.
Registered Broker / Dealer 
4095 Clairmont Road 
Atlanta, Georgia 30341 *04

8% 1 to 4 yrs. 8V2% 5 to 9 yrs.

CALL TOLL FREE - NO COST TO YOU
DIAL DIRECT 1 (800) 241-8701
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By Ralph Norton
Two matters of great significance deserve 

)ur special attention at this particular time. 
First, I would like to emphasize the weck- 
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Norton

end Lay Witness Schools 
that arc being conducted 
in many churches across 
our state and to encour­
age more of our church­
es to seriously consider 
planning a program of 
this kind. The success of 
a Lay Witness School as 
it is used to involve peo­
ple in a weekend of visit­
ing in the homes of the 
church field is a story 
that is told repeatedly by 

those who have participated in it. Mr. Roy 
Gilleland, Brotherhood Director, says that 
God is blessing this effort in a marvelous 
way, and he will be willing to help any 
church in any way possible to plan and carry 
out a Lay Witness School. Please feel free 
to call on him.

The other area of concern at this time 
involves the increased cost of gasoline as it 
affects the car expenses of pastors or other 
staff members. A church whose finance 
committee is currently studying this year's 
budget will no doubt consider the additional 
cost of operating a car and make allow­
ances to take care of the increased cost. 
However, a church whose budget was adopt­
ed before the first of the year should au­
thorize a re-study of the car allowance and 
seriously consider adjusting it to reflect the 
additional expense. Wc feel that this is a 
matter of great importance which should 
be brought to the attention of each of our 
churches so that proper action can be taken. 
Don’t delay until a staff member is com­
pelled to make such a request—it is up to 
the church to recognize this need and re­
spond to it.

NEW BOOKS
Bible Survey Series, Convention Press. 

The eight-volume survey series begins with 
one volume prepared to lay a foundation 
for understanding the Bible as the written 
revelation of God to man. A second vol­
ume follows which is designated to help 
the layman develop good Bible study habits. 
The remaining six volumes guide the stu­
dents in a survey of the entire Bible.

The Search for the Twelve Apostles by 
William Stewart McBernie, Tyndale House, 
300 pp., cloth $3.95, paperback $1.25. A 
thrilling account of how a Bible scholar 
discovered what finally became of the 
original disciples of Jesus. The missing 
trails of the apostles are uncovered and re­
traced in our day.

Thursday, February 14, 1974

driving
By Dr. B. David Edent, 
Director, Marriage and 
Family Program 
Stephens College 
Columbia, Missouri 65201

It's Not Only What— 
But Whom—You Know

A high school diploma is not the "open 
sesame" to economic success it is commonly 
believed to be, new research indicates What 
docs count is having a family or friends 
who know where the jobs are.

Like others before it, the study by Penn­
sylvania State Univ, researchers revealed 
that some high school drop-outs have a 
higher rate of employment, earn more pay 
and are happier at their work that high 
school graduates from the same socio-eco­
nomic backgrounds.

"The significant thing is that when you 
match the backgrounds of drop-outs and 
graduates, the diploma doesn't make much 
difference as far as job opportunities arc 
concerned. Far more important arc the op­
portunities their families can provide for 
them," conclude Drs Jacob J. Kaufman and 
Morgan V. Lewis of the Univ.'s Institute 
for Research on Human Resources

Their 4-ycar study involved 400 working 
class youngsters in 6 Pittsburgh-arca steel 
towns.

Belmont Sets Opening 
Of Recording Studio

Belmont College will host an open 
house Thursday, Feb 21, in the Center for 
Business Administration to announce the 
opening of its new recording studio. Mem­
bers of the local music industry, news 
media, and trustees of the school will be 
invited guests to the private event.

The new studio, located in the basement 
level of the facility, includes 30 by 30 It 
of floor space, has separate control, obser­
vation, and work rooms It is equipped with 
an eight-track machine, a console, moog 
concert model synthesizer, arp synthesizer, 
piano, organ, and several microphones.

According to president Herbert Gabhart, 
the studio’s purpose is to provide a labora­
tory experience for students in Belmont's 
new music business program Presently, 41 
Belmont students aie majoring in the first 
year of the music business program

FOR SALE: USED PEWS, solid oak, cantilevered. 38 pew.s 15 ft. long; 2 pews 11 
ft. long. Matching pulpit furniture. Used Hammond Organ, 2 manual, separate speak­
ers, 2 octave pedal, presets. Good condition. Contact: North Oxford Baptist Church, 
Route 1, Box 322, Oxford, Miss. 38655. Phone 601/234-1101.

Historically:
From the files

50 YEARS AGO
Thornton A. Payne, former Ten­

nessean holding a pastorate in Texas, 
reported to Baptist And Reflector that 
he had subscribed to the Tennessee 
stale paper for 22 years While in col­
lege, he lived on two meals a day, 
and paid for his subscription with the 
cost of the third meal

First Church, Murfreesboro, an­
nounced that they had received the 
promise of Dr. Austin Crouch, Home 
Mission Board, to become their pas­
tor. He had served the church pre­
viously.

20 YEARS AGO
A three-alarm fire in Knoxville 

completely destroyed the auditorium 
of the City View Church. The 
$200,000 fire was kept away from 
the church's educational building by 
the efforts of seven fire companies. 
W. C. Rice was pastor.

Speakers at the February meeting 
of the West Tcnncssc Baptist Pastors 
Conference were Pastor J. T. Dracc, 
Maury City; Pastor Robert Orr, 
Dyersburg; and David Byrd. Jackson. 
Sessions were held at Union Univer­
sity.

10 YEARS AGO
Cumberland Church on the Oak 

Ridge Highway in Knoxville was or­
ganized in special services. Fred 
Kendall was the speaker at the ded­
ication services, and James McClus­
key brought the message at the 
organizational services. The church 
had 217 charter members.

Theodore Chitwood, Nashville, was 
elected chairman of the 18-member 
local committee of the Baptist Sunday 
School Board in meetings held in 
Nashville. He succeeded the late J. 
Beech Ford.

Used Pews for Sale. 88 pews 9'9", colonial 
design, white ends, body solid Honduras 
Mahogany, shaped seat and shaped back at 
$6.25 per foot. Available for pick-up 60 to 
75 days May be seen at East Wood Church 
of Christ. Pans, Tennessee Contact Central 
Manufacturing Company, P.O. Box 695, 
North little Rock, Ark. 72115, phone 
501-374-6008.
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Baptist and Dependents
Bible Nuggets

Remarkable, New

HOSPITAL-SURGICAL Plan
Guaranteed 8% CASH AWARD

for each year you do not use your policy benefits
1, A New Hospital and Surgical 

Plan that Pays You to Stay Well
Policy Form HS-500 guarantees you 
an 8% cash award for each year you 
do not use your policy benefits. But 
if you are sick or injured and con­
fined to a hospital, you may receive 
generous hospital benefits, plus bene­
fits for surgical fees, drugs, operating 
room, anesthesia, x-rays, ambulance, 
and many other miscellaneous hospi­
tal expenses. By use of Rider 1571, 
there is no waiting period. Maternity 
benefits payable after ten months.

Special Consideration 
will be given if you have an existing 
health condition, with benefits pay­
able after six months. (Rider 1773) FREE INFORMATION . . . ACT NOW!

CUT OUT ALONG DOTTED LINE AND MAIL _. _

Name

Address

FREE SAMPLE POLICY CERTIFICATE

Interested in receiving FREE INFORMATION about: 
) Hospital-Surgical Plan with 8C° cash award for 

good health. • HS-500
Medicare Supplement Plans. UB764
Hospital Protection To Cover Cancer • Heart Trouble
Diabetes • Ulcers • Other Serious Ailments • 1773

LU
UJ Date of Birth Is:

Ill
City. State.
Do No Cut H.r. . . . Jutl Fold Over, S»ol and Mall This R.ply Enevlop.

tn 
o o

I

F N° 1
Postage Stamp 

Necessary 
If Mailed in the 
l United States jCD BUSINESS REPLY MAIL

FIRST CLASS PERMIT NO. 3254, NASHVILLE. TENN.

Union Bankers Insurance Company
3709 Nolensville Road, P. 0. Box 11112

Nashville, Tennessee 37211

CUT OUT ALONG DOTTED LINE AND MAIL

A 'Therefore' Of Exhortation 
And Assurance

By T. B. Maston
Professor of Christian Ethics, Retired 

Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary
Therefore, my beloved brethren, be stead­

fast, immovable always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord 
your labor is not in vain.

(I Cor. 15:58, RSV)
The therefore of judgment is 

particularly prevalent in the
prophets. therefore of
obligation or stewardship is es­
pecially prominent in the 
Pauline epistles. There is still 
another type of therefore: the 
therefore of exhortation coupled
with hope or assurance.

Paul’s great chapter on 
resurrection is I Corinthians 
In this chapter he discusses 
resurrection of Christ and

the 
15. 
the 
the

resurrection of the one who is in 
Christ. At the close of the chap­
ter in a triumphal cry or shout, 
he says:

“Death is swallowed up in vic­
tory.”

“O death, where is thy vic­
tory?
O death, where is thy sting?”

The sting of death is sin, and 
the power of sin is the law. But 
thanks be to God, who gives 
us the victor}' through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.

(I Cor. 15:55-57)
It may seem that verse 58 is a strange 

way to close a great resurrection chapter. 
It may seem particularly strange that it fol­
lows his great words of triumph. Paul, 
however, saw the basis for a practical or 
moral exhortation in almost every great 
doctrine or truth.

Here at the close of his great statement 
on the resurrection, he exhorted the Corin­
thians, and would exhort us, to be “stead­
fast, immovable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord,” or “work for the Lord 
always” (NEB). What was the basis for 
Paul’s exhortation? It was grounded in what 
he had said about the resurrection. He him­
self sums up the reason for his exhortation 
as follows: “for you know that nothing you 
do for the Lord is ever wasted as it would 
be if there were no resurrection" (LB).

Our perspective concerning life after 
death will very definitely affect the qualitx 
of life that we live in the here and now 
for the Lord and for our fellowman.

NEW AND USED SCHOOL BUSES 
FOR SALE

Post And Company, Inc.—Since 1869
617-24th Street at University Avenue 

Knoxville, Tennessee 37921
Phone: 615/523-2102 (call collect)
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