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‘Baptist And Reflector’ Found In C-N Cornerstone
JEFFERSON CITY—The cornerstone of 

recently-burned Henderson Hall was opened 
March 7, at Carson-Newman College in a 
ceremony conducted before students, alum
ni, faculty, trustees and friends of the col
lege. The cornerstone had not been opened 
since 1917 and contained a collection of in
teresting documents and memorabilia which 
had apparently been wet by waterhoses in 
the Henderson fire.

“I was glad to note the variety of ma
terials in the cornerstone,” said Dr. John 
A. Fincher, president of the college. “I was 
disappointed that water used to control the 
fire seeped into the cornerstone box and 
dampened all the papers. Hopefully, the 
documents will be in good shape after they 
dry out”

The contents included documents from 
two cornerstones—the first laid in 1892 in a 
building previously burned and the second 
in 1917.

The preserved materials unveiled includ
ed: a King James Bible; a copy of the 
Sept. 15, 1917, issue of the Orange and 
Blue, the school newspaper; a Sept. 15, 
1917, issue of the Knoxville Journal and 
Tribune; a list of alumni; a list of subscrip
tions from East Tennessee Baptists; an ear 
of corn; manuscripts of the History of Car
son-Newman by W. T. Russell; envelopes 
containing materials of the first cornerstone 
laid in 1892; 1917 coins; a Sept. 13, 1917 
edition of the Baptist And Reflector; an is
sue of Sept. 1917’s Royal Service? the Wom
an’s Missionary magazine;-a copy of Dr. 
Len G. Broughton’s address given in 1917 
at the cornerstone ceremony; a benedic
tion given by Rev. J. L. Dance at the same 
ceremony; a C-N catalog for the 1917- 
1918 academic year; and a Nov. 8, 1912, 
issue of William Jennings Bryan’s paper The 
Commoner.

“It was like reaching back into the past 
and shaking hands,” said Joe R. Haynes, a 
Knoxville lawyer and chairman of the C-N 
Board of Trustees.

Other distinguished guests included Lone 
Sisk, who helped assemble materials for the 
cornerstone in 1917 when he was a C-N 
student, and Grant Jones, president of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention. Albert Sloan, 
C-N treasurer and business manager, had 
the honor of prying open the cornerstone 
to reveal the documents.

The old (Sept. 15, 1917) issue of the 
Orange and Blue, school newspaper, carried 
the headline “New Administration Build
ing,” followed by a story about the laying 
of the cornerstone.

William Jennings Bryan’s newspaper, The

Commoner (Nov. 8, 1912), carrier the writ
ten message, “For love and respect for Mr. 
Bryan as a wise, clean statesman,” signed 
C. C. Parker. The paper’s headline was 
“Congratulations to President-elect Wilson.”

The Sept. 15, 1917, issue of the Knox
ville Journal and Tribune carried the head
line, “Russia Is Declared a Republic” with 
a story on Premier Kerensky as the new 
Russian head. There are also stories on 
British forces penetrating into France and 
the allotment of a “great war hospital” to 
Memphis, Tenn., by the federal govern
ment

Belmont Student Wins
Miss Nashville Title

A Belmont College student, 20-year-old 
Connie Beatrice Milligan, was crowned 
Miss Nashville last week and will vie for 
the Miss Tennessee title later this year.

Miss Milligan, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Martin W. Milligan, Nashville, was chosen 
from a field of 23 contestants. Last year 
she won the Miss Belmont title and was 
second runner-up to Miss Tennessee.

She has been a member of The Belmont 
Reasons singing group for three years. 
A health and physical education major, 
she plans a teaching career.

First runner-up in the contest was 
Peggy Jo Manuszak, 21, a Belmont College 
senior.

Church Music
Summer Music Work

“The summer music program,” accord
ing to church music associate, Don L. Ma- 
daris, “is one of the best services the de
partment offers, particularly if the church 
has part-time or volunteer leadership.” 
Through the summer music program, 
churches may obtain a college music major 
or public school music teacher for a week 
of concentrated work in their church. In
struction is available in the areas of music 
fundamentals, song leading or hymn study. 
This summer, music workers could be a part 
of your VBS or church camp program.

There is no set fee for this service but 
churches must agree to provide room and 
board and to take up an offering to help 
with travel expenses. According to Madaris, 
“the workers are assigned on a first request 
basis and churches wanting additional in
formation should select three possible dates 
between June 9 and August 23.” This re
quest should be sent to: Church Music De
partment, Tennessee Baptist Convention, 
Box 647, Brentwood, Tennessee 37027.

COMING EVENTS
March 15-16—State Deacon’s Chairman 

Conference, First Baptist Church, Nash
ville.

March 15-16—State-wide Centennial Youth 
Festival, MTSU Athletic Center, Mur
freesboro.

March 15-17—Baptist Young Women’s 
House Party, Homestead Baptist Church, 
Crossville.

March 18-19—Meeting of New Tennessee 
Pastors, Executive Board Building, Brent
wood.

March 22-23—Youth Evangelism Confer
ence, Vanderbilt Memorial Gym, Nash
ville

March 24-April 7—Centennial Crusade Re
vivals (West)

April 5-7—BSU Spring Retreat, Camp Car- 
son, Newport

April 11—Unveiling of Historical Marker 
of the present organization of the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention, Murfreesboro

April 11-13—Acteen Summit Meeting, 
First Baptist Church, Pigeon Forge

April 12-13—-Royal Ambassador Congress, 
First Baptist Church, Clarksville

April 14-28—Centennial Crusade Revivals 
(East)

April 19-21—BSU Spring Retreat, Camp 
Linden, Linden

April 21—Cooperative Program Day
April 28—Dedication of BSU Building at 

Murfreesboro

Union University Promotes 
Two Faculty, Two Staff Members

Four persons have received promotions 
at Union University as a result of recent 
actions by the Board of Trustees. They in
clude two faculty members and two staff 
members.

Maggie Nell Brewer, dean of women, 
was named Dean of Students. She had been 
at Union since 1965. Dan Davidson, a 
1973 graduate of Union, was named as
sistant to the business manager.

Faculty members receiving promotions 
were William Hedspeth zand Stan Ekrun. 
Hedspeth was made associate professor of 
education, and Ekrut was named assistant 
professor of history. Hedspeth has taught 
at Union since 1971 and holds degrees 
from Arkansas State University and the 
University of Mississippi. Ekrut is a gradu
ate of the University of Texas and earned 
the Master of Arts degree from Vanderbilt 
University, where he is a candidate for the 
Ph.D. degree.



<Jn terpretation

Sin And Guilt
By Herschel H. Hobbs

Devotional

The Offense Of The Familiar
By Edward C. Briggs, Pastor
First Baptist Church, Daisy

“Is not this the carpenter’s son?” Matt.l3:55

“If we say that we have no sin, we de-upon the nature of our spirits and/or wills.
ceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.” 
1 John 1:8

Keep in mind the Gnostic theory that the 
spirit and body were so separated that what 
one did in his body did not affect his spirit. 
Thus they said that with the body one may 
sin, but that no guilt accrues to the spirit. 
The doctrine of sinless perfection held by 
some today holds to the same idea.

In this verse “have” is a present tense. 
No matter how much the body sins, one 
keeps on having no principle of sin or guilt 
in his spirit. John says that such people de
ceive themselves. The verb rendered “de
ceive” is planao whence comes the word 
“planet.” The ancients thought of the plan
ets as wandering bodies, so the idea of de
ceit. We do not deceive others who know 
us. But we lead ourselves astray.

We do this by assuming that the body as 
matter is essentially evil. The New Testa
ment does not so teach. Rather it says 
that we should glorify God with our bodies 
and that our bodies as Christians are the 
temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 6:19-20). 
Whether or not the body is evil depends 
upon our use of it. And that use depends
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Again, we deceive ourselves by thinking 
that the body does not affect the spirit. If 
you think this, just recall how pious you 
felt when you had a toothache!

The truth is that man is not a body and 
has a spirit. He is a spirit and has a body. 
One’s spirit determines how he uses his 
body. And the abuse of the body through 
sin does affect the spirit.

This ancient heresy leads many Chris
tians astray in our permissive society. One 
cannot live like the devil habitually and 
claim to be a child of God. The Christian 
cannot practice sin on Saturday night and 
praise God in truth on Sunday morning.

pulpit II

By Jim Griffith
“Your Horoscope” is acclaimed by 

newspapers as the most popular daily 
feature with many readers—despite 
the fact that it often fits as well as a 
baby bootee on a size 12 foot.

The horoscope for one of my chil
dren once read: “Give careful atten
tion to your stock holdings and in
vestments.” With a 50-cent allowance 
this is not easy to do.

Or take the 80-year-old lady in a 
nursing home, reading aloud her 
horoscope which, surprisingly, said: 
“This is your day for new romantic 
interests.” As I recall the old gentle
man in the adjoining wheelchair did 
not even interrupt his nap.

If you want a true “horoscope,” try 
one from the Bible: “This is the day 
which the Lord has made. We will re
joice and be glad in it.” This is on 
the authority of our Saviour who 
came that “our joy might be full . . . 
and that we might have life and have 
it more abundantly.”

NOTICE!
Effective February 1, no pictures will 
be returned unless a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope is sent with the 
picture. This is due to the increase 
in postal rates.

It may be the same old soap, but put it in 
a different box, call it by a new name, and 
you can sell it to a lot of people. Why?

Something in our nature 
attracts us to things 
which are new. The fa
miliar is much less excit
ing.

Jesus was “hometown 
folks” to the people of 
Nazareth. They knew his 
family; they certainly ex
pected no more of him 
than other Nazareth- 
dwellers. So, when great 
claims began to be made 
about him, they “took of

fense.” (Matt. 13:57) They rejected him be
cause they knew him well. This is the of
fense of the familiar.

The offense of the familiar can affect our 
worship of God. On a typical Sunday, we 
may come to church at the same hour, wear 
the same suit, sit in the same seat, hear the 
same preacher, greet the same people— 
everything is so familiar. And we may fail 
to hear the Mighty God speaking to us be
cause we expected nothing more than busi
ness as usual.

Furthermore, the offense of the familiar 
can affect our study of the Bible. Most of us 
know parts of the Bible so well that our 
minds shift to neutral when we read them 
or hear them. A new translation may help. 
Still, like the people of Nazareth, it’s easy 
to say “we’ve heard that before.” And 
sameness is deadening. God may become “a 
very old gentleman living in heaven,” while 
Christ remains a “pale Galilean.” (J. B. 
Phillips)

Finally, the offense of the familiar can af
fect our Christian fellowship. Just because 
we’ve been around a person for some time 
doesn’t mean we really know him. The fa
miliarity of a person’s face may hinder us 
from looking deeper. We may go to the 
same church, but our lives touch only as 
marbles in a bag—superficial contact. We 
may have nothing more in common than 
spectators at a drive-in movie.

So, let us pray for eyes that see and ears 
which hear the opportunity of God in the 
sights and sounds of the familiar.
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My last two articles have dealt 
with tensions between laymen and 
ministers in Southern Baptist life.

There are numerous possible remedies for 
the lay-minister tensions and the consequent 
minister dropout problem. Some of these 
are primary causes, some secondary causes. 
All are highly significant.

1. Eliminate the sour smell of poverty 
in the parsonage. The plain truth is that 
in many ministerial households there is not 
enough money to make ends meet.

Vacations are forgotten or spent with 
relatives. Boats and campers are far-away 
dreams.

We sometimes have the fatal pride of 
pointing to a few pastors better than well 
off and assuming that all pastors are as well 
paid. This is an almost universal myth. The 
average is painfully lower than the better 
paid.

2. Create among ministers greater trust of 
each other. Lack of trust may also be a 
myth, though some leaders are inclined to 
believe that presence of trust is a myth. 
Ironically, church work sometimes destroys 
trust. For example, two neighboring pastors 
compete fiercely for the same members.

Another example, the bus ministry has 
actually destroyed the fellowship of some 
pastors’ conferences, because the extreme 
indiscretion of a few pastors have failed to 
take into account the others pastors’ and 
churches’ rights and privileges.

This is by no means a universal problem, 
but it is prevalent enough to cause us to 
raise a caution.

3. Plan realistically for the 70 percent of 
our churches that have fewer than 300 mem
bers. This means for most churches a pain
fully small base upon which to support a 
full-time minister, yet in their eagerness to 
be as big as their sister churches they des
perately try, with the result of inadequate 
and unsatisfactory ministries.

Southern Baptists desperately need to re
think their small church ministry problem.

4. Provide more adequate criteria for 
judging the success of the ministry. Tele
vision has led us to raise up impossible 
standards for judging the effectiveness of 
local communicators. We judge the Sunday 
morning performance of our preacher by the 
performance of a Billy Graham or a Ken
neth Chafin, forgetting that these men are 
the instruments of a team of persons put
ting together a “just right” TV personality, 
rather than one man speaking on his own.

We need to come to an understanding of 
this and train ourselves for what we can 
best do and the people most accept.

5. Produce ways to help the minister im
prove his personal skill efficiency. The day 
is past when ministers can have less than 
professional training and get by with it.

(Note: This in the last article by Dr. McClel
lan, program planning director and associate 
executive secretary, Southern Baptist Convention, 
on tensions in Southern Baptist life and what might 
be done to resolve these tensions.)

Steps I
To I 

t I! EdS6 । 
Lay-Pastor I 

Tensions |
By Albert McClellan

Take for example voice training. Most of us 
have had long hours of study in biblical ma
terials, but almost no training in vocal 
techniques.

Speaking was something we learned nat
urally we thought. The truth is, as a rule, 
our voices are atrocious.

The shift of the image of the ministry 
from the pastor-shepherd concept to the 
preacher-administrator concept is manifestly 
part of this problem.

6. Let the denomination develop a set of 
priorities for the local church. Our denomi
national program hegemony has set too 
many priorities for the local church. Every 
program leader wants his program to be 
main in every church every year. Important 
and less important programs have equal pri
ority. Sometimes the lesser important pro
gram has better leadership and more pro
motional money to spend.

Ministers and churches are the victims of 
uneven and unfair pressures. When some 
effort is made to balance the situations 
locally, tensions develop and people are 
estranged.

7. Provide adequate vocational training 
and continuing education. One outstanding 
counselor of ministers who works as a clin
ical pastoral consultant insists that few of 
the pastors with problems are neurotic, and 
almost none are psychotic, but that all of 
them are defect in “copeability” with 
church problems.

At the bottom of this is the lack of tech
nical training in the know-how of their jobs. 
Too many of them either do not know or 

will not take advantage of available continu
ing education opportunities.

8. Establish an adequate minister support 
system. This includes not only such earthly 
things as salaries, supplements, hospitaliza
tion, and other kinds of insurance, but also 
such things as help in finding new location 
and a sustained and practical relationship to 
denominational leaders. Some states have 
taken significant steps to provide all of these 
things.

9. Make available skillful and confiden
tial counseling for ministers. There are more 
of these centers available than is generally 
recognized. They exist in many of our 
Baptist hospitals, our seminaries, and in 
some cases, on an independent and private 
basis in our larger cities.

One important type of counseling is not 
available for most Southern Baptists. It is 
vocational career guidance which is de
signed to help men either re-orient their 
careers or to seek other types of careers.

10. Establish a pastor-protigee system. 
The plain facts of the history of the min
istry is that for every successful Timothy 
somewhere in the background there is a 
successful Paul. A great number of the 
dropouts from the ministry have never had 
this kind of relationship with a fellow min
ister. Many pastors feel that they are too 
hard pressed to take on the emotional strain 
of younger protigees.

The truth is that these arrangements are 
made for the renewal of the older man as 
well as for the formulation of the younger 
man. Perhaps as a means of fortifying the 
minister for lay tensions, the denomination 
should sponsor pastor-protigee relationships.

C-N Offers Mini-Term
To Citizens Over 65

Beginning with the Mini-Term, May 13- 
31, at Carson-Newman College, citizens over 
age 65 will be permitted to take courses on 
campus at the rate of $10 per course on a 
space-available basis. Any charges for sup
plies and materials or travel will be extra.

It is the feeling of the C-N administration 
that retired persons will be more interested 
in a three-week course commitment, such as 
the mini-term, rather than a full semester, of 
work. The same policy, however, will be in 
effect for the entire 1974-75 academic year.

“We feel that this is just another way 
that the college can be of service to the 
community,” commented Dr. Walter Guy
ton, academic dean. “I feel that many per
sons 65 and over will find, particularly in 
the mini-term, courses that will be of in
terest and advantage to them.”

Among the mini-term offerings are such 
courses as Speed Reading; Appalachian 
Folklore; Jefferson City Since TVA: A 
Study in Local History; Crafts for Home 
and Personal Use; A Mathematician Ex
amines Theology; Are Mathematical Mod
els More Interesting Than Other Models?; 
and The Cherokee Indians.
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Centennial Evangelistic Crusade
What a challenge it is to present Christ as Saviour to 

the more than one and one-third million lost souls in 
Tennessee! This is the responsibility of the more than 
twenty-seven hundred churches in the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention with more than nine hundred thousand church 
members.

What wonderful evangelistic opportunities await us in 
the Centennial Crusade Revivals just ahead in Telling 
Tennessee About Christ.

In II Chronicles 7:14, the Lord said, “If my people, 
which are called by my name, shall humble themselves 
and pray and seek my face, and turn from their wicked 
ways; then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their 
sin, and will heal their land.”

In Mark 16:15, Jesus said, “Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the gospel to every creature.”

In Acts 1:8, Jesus said, “and ye shall be witnesses unto 
me both in Jerusalem and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, 
and. unto the uttermost part of the earth.”

When the Centennial Committee began making plans 
for the celebration of our one hundredth anniversary, dates 
were set for the Centennial Crusade Revivals across our 
state. The dates of March 24-April 7 for the west and 
April 14-28 for the east were approved in our Evangelism 
Leadership Planning Meetings in 1971. Our baptismal 
goal for the Tennessee Baptist Convention for 1974 is 
38,000. This is the least we can do if we put “first things 
first.” We are praying that every church in the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention will have baptized at least one person 
when our Convention year comes to a close.

The Centennial Crusade is an associational evangelis
tic emphasis for Tennessee Baptists for the Centennial 
Year, 1974. It differs from other revivals in that it is 
a distinctive, clearly defined evangelistic thrust for every 
association and every church in the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention. ♦

The spirit of this Centennial Crusade will be “coopera
tion and togetherness.” This means every church and mis
sion in an association will cooperate in locating prospects, 
in making spiritual preparation, in publicity, in having a 
revival on the same dates. We trust that the churches will 
have a spiritual growth program for new members after 
the revival services are over.

The Centennial Co Hill ittee has had printed for dis
tribution during our Centennial Year a special edition of 
the Gospel of John. Included in this Gospel is a letter from
Dr. Ralph E. Norton, our Executive Secretary-Treasurer, 
a short history of Tennessee Baptists, a page outlining for 
easy reference the plan of salvation from the Gospel of 
John and information concerning our Convention. We 
believe the most effective use of these Gospels will be in 
connection with the Centennial Crusade Revivals in March
and April. Order blanks for these may be secured from 
your Superintendent of Missions or from the office of the 
Executive Secretary-Treasurer, Dr. Ralph E. Norton.

Let us as Tennessee Baptists pray for the power and 
leadership of the Holy Spirit in these Centennial Crusade 
Revivals that we may reach the lost and unchurched peo
ple on our church fields. Let us pray that God will bless us 
and use us effectively in these Centennial Crusade Re
vivals.—F. M. Dowell, director, Evangelism Department, 
TBC.

Annuity Board Offers 'Senior Medical Plan'
DALLAS—A new medical insurance pro

gram for Southern Baptist pastors and 
church employes over age 65 offers them 
better benefits at lower monthly rates, an 
official of the Southern Baptist Convention 
Annuity Board said here.

Gene P. Daniel, Dallas, vice president 
and director of Insurance Services for the 
Board, reported the new plan with Aetna 
Life Insurance Company will go into effect 
April 1, 1974. The plan is a supplement to 
Medicare.

Immediately 218 pastors and church em
ployes will be eligible for coverage under 
the new plan. These have qualified for the 
coverage by having attained age 65 since 
January 1, 1973 or by having applied for a 
supplement to Medicare during the tran
sition from Blue Cross to Aetna, Daniel 
pointed out. They also have participated in 
coverage through the Annuity Board before 
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reaching age 65. Twenty to 30 persons will 
become eligible each month as they attain 
65 years of age.

The new plan, called “Senior Medical 
Plan,” has been devised jointly by the An
nuity Board and the Aetna exclusively for 
Southern Baptist pastors and church em
ployes 65 and over. It replaces a similar 
plan begun in early 1973 to bridge the gap 
between the insured and Medicare. Dan
iel said the new “Senior Medical Plan” of
fers the following advantages over what was 
previously available:

1) Hospital room and board charges not 
covered by Medicare are increased to $17 a 
day during the first 90 days, versus $15 
formerly. After 90 days, charges not cov
ered by Medicare are increased to $100 a 
day, against $40 a day previously.

2) Maximum benefits have been in
creased to $50,000, contrasted with a

$10,000 limit previously.
3) A “stop-loss feature” has been added 

to the new plan providing 100 per cent re
imbursement after the insured’s 20 per 
cent share of expenses reach $1,000.

4) Coverage is guaranteed for those mak
ing application within 31 days of their 65th 
birthday regardless of health conditions.

5) A level premium rate of $15.98 has 
been established for all qualified appli
cants thereby discarding the use of variable 
rate charges based on health conditions.

Daniel said that any group premium cost 
is subject to periodic review by the in
surance company to determine the relation
ship of claims experience to premium. The 
new “Senior Medical Plan” will be no ex
ception.

Persons employed by Baptist agencies are 
not eligible for the new plan, designed for 
church personnel. Also, only those partici
pating in one of the church medical plans 
immediately prior to reaching age 65 are 
eligible for the “Senior Medical Plan.”
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Southern Baptists Now 
Number 12 3 Million

NASHVILLE—Southern Baptists in 1973 
numbered 12.3 million members, contrib
uted 1.2 billion dollars in total receipts and 
reported the fourth highest number of bap
tisms in Southern Baptist Convention his
tory.

Compiled from reports of all 34,665 
churches in the SBC, the 1973 denomina
tional statistics indicate increases in church 
membership, Sunday School enrolment, 
church music enrolment, mission expendi
tures, Brotherhood enrolment and total 
financial receipts.

Churches reported a decrease from 1972 
levels in the number of baptisms, Training 
Union enrolment and Woman’s Missionary 
Union enrolment.

For several years church membership has 
been increasing at approximately two per 
cent each year, and 1973 was no different.

Church membership for the nation’s 
largest evangelical body increased nearly 
a quarter of a million persons (230,062) 
over the 1972 membership.

The 1973 total membership was 12,297,- 
346, an increase of 1.9 per cent.

Fourth Highest Recorded For Baptisms
Although the number of baptisms de

creased in 1973 to a total of 413,990, that 
figure is the fourth highest ever recorded. 
The number of 1973 baptisms ranks behind 
the record number of baptisms in 1972 
(445,725), the 1959 figure of 429,063 and 
the 416,867 figure of 1955.

In 1972 the denomination’s total receipts 
surpassed the one billion dollar figure for 
the first time in SBC history. The new sta
tistics indicate a 12.5 per cent increase over 
the 1972 figure, resulting in a total of 
$1,205,330,781 for 1973. This is an increase 
of nearly $134 million dollars.

Mission gifts continued to increase in 
1973, gaining almost $19 million dollars 
(10.7 per cent) for a total of $193,549,922.

Sunday School enrolment increased 4,899 
members in 1973 for a total of 7,182,550. 
The previous year Sunday School enrol
ment experienced its first gain since 1964.

Church music enrolment gained 79,624 
members in 1973, setting the total church 
music membership at 1,252,628. This figure 
includes handbell ringers and vocal and in
strumental ensemble enrolment which ac
count for approximately 90 per cent of the 
net change. Handbell ringers and ensem
bles were not included in the 1972 enrol
ment.

Men’s and Boys’ Organizations Grow
The Brotherhood (men’s and boys’ mis

sions education organization) recorded an 
enrolment of 461,080 members in 1973, an 
increase of 6,808.

Training Union enrolment totaled 1,949,- 
640, dropping by 94,805 members from the 
1972 figure.

Enrolment reported for Woman’s Mis
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sionary Union (women and girls’ missions 
education organization) decreased 23,209 
to a total of 1,102,432.

These figures were compiled by the 
Southern Baptist Sunday School Board’s re
search services department by computing 
the reports of 34,665 SBC churches (an 
increase of 131 churches) and comparing 
them with the 1972 denominational figures.

The report was presented here to the 
semi-annual meeting of the SBC Executive 
Committee. (BP)

Brazil's Baptist Convention 
Elects Soren As President

BRASILIA, Brazil—Joao F. Soren, for
mer president of the Baptist World Alliance, 
was elected president of the Brazilian Bap
tist Convention by the 1,837 messengers at
tending its 56th annual meeting here recent
ly. .

Soren, pastor of First Baptist Church and 
professor at the South Brazil Baptist Theo
logical Seminary, both in Rio de Janiero, 
has been president of the convention nine 
times. He also previously served as presi
dent of the seminary for four years.

In other action, the convention accepted 
33 new churches to bring the total to more 
than 2,800, excluded one church for doc
trinal reasons and appointed two foreign 
missionaries.

The Brazilian Foreign Mission Board has 
25 missionaries, appointing five in 1973 to 
serve in Angola, Mozambique, Bolivia and 
Paraguay. Foreign mission work has also led 
to the organization of three churches in 
Bolivia, Angola and Portugal in the past 
year. The Brazilian Home Mission Board 
appointed nine people, bringing their total 
to 128 missionaries.

Also in 1973, five Brazilian Baptist semi
naries and Woman’s Missionary Union 
training schools graduated 119 persons in 
theology, religious education and music.

Baptist Tour Groups Book 
6,700 Rooms In Stockholm

STOCKHOLM—Requests for 6,700 of 
8,000 beds being held for the Baptist World 
Congress here, July 8-13, 1975, have already 
been reserved, mostly by travel agencies, 
for the Baptist World Alliance-sponsored 
event.

Donald Hellstedt, executive secretary of 
the Stockholm Convention Bureau said his 
organization is holding rooms in Stockholm 
hotels, dormitories and private homes.

An attendance of 10,000, which could in
clude about 8,000 Americans, is expected 
for the congress.

Hellstedt met with .a group of American 
travel agents in Washington recently and 
with Robert S. Denny, general secretary of 
the alliance, concerning details for the 1975 
world meeting of Baptists. (BP)

Miss Beulah Peoples (left), promotion di
rector for Tennessee WMU, was among 
WMU leaders from across the country in
vited to help plan WMU emphases for 1976* 
79. At the Woman’s Missionary Union of
fice in Birmingham, Miss Peoples discusses 
proposals with Miss June Whitlow, director 
of the WMU Education Division.

17 Days 
BIBLE LANDS 

TOUR/SEMINAR
Visiting 

Greece, Egypt, 
Jordan, Israel 

and Italy 
July 2-18, 1974 
$1198 NY/NY 

Limited enrollment 
Small group accommodations 
"Travel with an experienced 
Tour Conductor" on his 6th 
overseas tour, and 3rd visit 
to Bible Lands. Write or call

Dr. Nat C. Bettis 
Associate Professor of Religion 

Carson-Newman College 
Jefferson City, Tenn. 37760 

615/475-4240 or 9061 Ext. 227 
For beautiful color brochure 

OPTIONAL: 3 sh c. credit
Name __________________________

Address _________________________
City____________________________  
State Zip
BAPTIST WORLD CONGRESS, July 
1975. Tour brochure available now 
also.
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Vignettes Of History
By W. Fred Kendall

The matter of homes for aging Baptists 
has been a subject under discussion for 
many years. As early as 1908 a commit
tee from the Kentucky General Association 
of Kentucky Baptists visited the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention and proposed the es
tablishment of a home for aged Baptist 
ministers to be operated jointly by Kentucky 
and Tennessee Baptists.

Dr. C. M. Thompson, W. D. Nowlin, 
and J. D. Madox made up the committee. 
Dr. Thompson was later the Executive 
Secretary in Kentucky for many years.

The Tennessee Baptist Convention ap
pointed a committee to confer with the Ken
tucky committee and to report back to the 
Convention. T. E. Glass, W. M. Woodcock, 
and A. J. Holt were named as the commit
tee. A. J. Holt bad served until 1902 as 
Corresponding Secretary in Tennessee.

The committees met and discussed the 
matter. They could not reach a practical 
manner in which the home could be built 
and jointly operated. They reported to the 
Convention that it was impractical and the 
matter was dropped. It is interesting that 
during these years when finances were dif
ficult for buildings and for institutions that 
there was thinking about joint work with 
more than one state supporting an institu
tion.

It was out of this kind of thinking that 
the Baptist Memorial Hospital was built 
in Memphis and supported by three states.

Participants in the formal opening of Belmont College’s Recording Sound Studio 
included, left to right: Robert Mulloy, coordinator, Music Business Program; Dr. 
Henry Romersa, executive director, National Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences 
(NARAS) Institute; Dr. Gilbert Trythall, director, School of Music, George Peabody 
College, Nashville; Dr. Jerry Warren, chairman, department of Fine Arts, Belmont 
College; Mrs. James Medlin, wife of Belmont trustee James Medlin; Mrs. Herbert 
Gabhart, and Belmont president Herbert Gabhart.

In 1874 it had been hoped that Southwestern 
Baptist University which was built at Jack- 
son would be supported by Arkansas, Ala
bama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Texas and 
Tennessee. In light of the great success of 
Baptist Memorial Hospital, it appears that 
it would have been well if more cooperative 
efforts had succeeded and individual states 
had not attempted too much and supported 
it so inadequately.

Few Items Salvaged
In Carson-Newman Fire

In keeping with the pledge of Carson- 
Newman College to salvage as much as 
possible from the ruins of Henderson Hall, 
recently destroyed by fire, Drs. Walter Guy
ton and Clark Bryan have completed a 
search through the ruins and report that 
very little was recoverable.

Guyton, academic dean, was responsible 
for the recovery of faculty-related material, 
and Bryan, dean of students, searched for 
student items. Among the recovered items 
were two eagles which stood at the front 
entrance to Henderson Hall, a copy of the 
self-study which was completed last year 
by the college, the bronze letters “Hender
son Hall,” and a bronze plate located on 
the outside of the building. Guyton said 
that nothing was recovered from any of the 
file cabinets.

MINISTERS WIVES
DALLAS—The Southern Baptist Con

vention Ministers’ Wives Conference will 
meet at First Baptist Church, Dallas, June 
11, 1974.

The conference, based on the theme, 
“1974 Roundup of Ministers’ Wives,” will 
include a paneldi scussion on concerns and 
current stresses faced by ministers’ wives.

Panel members are Mrs. Huber Drum- 
wright, moderator, and Mrs. John Claypool, 
both of Fort Worth; Mrs. Forbes Woods 
and Mrs. John Hurt, both of Dallas.

Special music will be furnished by a trio 
of ministers’ wives, who, with their hus
bands, are Southern Baptist missionaries in 
Vietnam. Officers for 1976 will be elected.

Present officers are Mrs. Roy W. Babb, 
Nashville, Tenn., president; Mrs. James 
Landes, Dallas, Tex., vice president; Mrs. 
Charles Jolly, Madison, N.J., recording 
secretary-treasurer; and Mrs. Emile Wil
liams, Jonesboro, Ak., corresponding secre
tary. " 1

Officers to serve in 1975 include Mrs.
Maurice Clayton, Jackson, Miss.,- president; 
Mrs. Conrad R. Willard, Miami, Fla., vice 
president; Mrs. B. J. Martin, Pasadena, 
Tex., recording secretary-treasurer; and Mrs. 
P. A. Michel, Brookhaven, Miss., corres
ponding secretary. (BP)

Chilhowee Senior Honored
Carol Sue Humphrey, a senior at Harri

son-Chilhowee Academy, was awarded the 
standing of finalist in the Merit Scholarship 
Contest sponsored by the National Merit 
Scholarship Corp. Miss Humphrey, daugh
ter of Mr. and Mrs. John H. Humphrey, 
rated number one at Harrison-Chilhowee 
and was informed by the corporation that 
less than half of one per cent of the na
tion’s graduating secondary school seniors 
reach the finalist level of attainment.

Approximately 3100 merit scholars will 
be announced from a group of 14,000 fin
alists.

I have available the best
WORKBOOK FOR THE 

NEW TESTAMENT
That I have seen in print 

Designed for the academy, high school 
and/or college freshman Bible class. 

Many pastors use in church Bible classes 
81 lessons, Exercises to work

Scripture outlines Blanks to complete
Twelfth edition release recently 
. Wholesale: $3.25 POSTPAID

Suggested retail: $4.50 
Examination copy sent on request 

No charge if 10 or more are ordered 
Dr. Nat C. Bettis Carson-Newman College

Jefferson City, Tenn. 37760
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UNIFORM SERIES
Sunday School Lesson for Sunday, March 17,1974

Overcoming Hincirances To 
Church Growth

By Dr. Herbert C. Gabhart, President, Belmont College, Nashville <
Background Scripture: Acts 5:1-7:7
Scripture Lesson: Acts 5:1-4; 6:1-7

The church through the centuries has had 
phenomenal growth. But one raises a very 
justifiable question: Has it grown as much as 

Gabhart

it should? There are an 
estimated 63% of Ameri
cans who belong to some 
church, which is approxi
mately 13 0 million. 
Church property is val
ued in the billions, with 
annual building construc
tion reaching 900 million 
dollars a year. From all 
indications the church is 
prospering quite nicely. 
But statistics, member
ship and buildings are 

not the sole nor more determining factors.
Has the spiritual impact of the church 

grown likewise? Counting its efficiency on a 
production, efficiency scale similar to busi
ness evaluation, would it rate very high? 
Have churches grown complacent, listless, 
self-satisfied, “huddles of holiness,” exclu
sive clubs located where the fields are 
“white unto harvest,” shackled with barna
cles of traditionalism, ecclesiastical elites 
and pockets of piety?

There were in the early days of the 
church certain hindrances to its growth and 
those hindrances have not gone away, they 
have increased.

Hindered by Hypocrisy
The early church quickly found hypocri

sy amid its members. Ananias and Sapphira 
planned to deceive their fellow Christians. 
Their act was premeditated deceit. It was 
characterized by false profession. Their wit
ness was counterfeit, their actions phony. 
They were a sham of real consecration.

Hypocrites abound today in the church. 
Maybe it would be good to describe a hypo
crite. A hypocrite is one who plays a part, 
feigning to be other or better than he is. 
Listed as follows are seven marks of hypoc
risy: 1. Profession without practice (Titus 
1:16). 2. Worship without sincerity (Mark 
7:6). 3. Judgment without qualification 
(Matt. 7:5). 4. Sheltering under a great doc
trine (Rom. 6:1). 5. Majoring on minors 
(Matt. 23:23). 6. Blocking the way of sin
ners (Matt. 18:6). 7. Indifference (James 4: 
7). John Milton once remarked that “hy
pocrisy is the only evil that walks invisible, 
except to God alone.” It would be almost 
safe to say that hypocrites are in every 

church, everywhere in the world, but 
Heaven is the only place where there are 
none. The churches today find their efforts 
effectiveness and witness greatly reduced 
by hypocrisy.

Hurt by Murmuriugs
Not only did the practice of hypocrisy 

hurt the early church, but it was beset also 
by the prevalent sins of murmuring, bicker
ing and accusations of discrimination. These 
sins stir up envy, jealousy, party spirit and 
internal strife. Many times the work of a 
church is brought to a standstill due to a 
whispering campaign or gossip which quick
ly borders on slander.

The murmuring came from the Hellenists 
(Greek speaking Jewish Christians). They 
complained because they felt their widows 
were being neglected, overlooked, discrimi
nated against in the distribution of food. It 
was a problem of a minority group feeling 
that it was being given unfair treatment by 
the majority group. Such a spirit is some
times founded, but in many cases it is 
nothing more than the expression of imma
turity, exhibiting a childish selfishness.

Churches today are not immune to this 
besetting sin. Factions in the church accuse 
each other. One group is accused of “run
ning the whole show,” while another group 
is accused of being stale, bound by tra
dition, immobile.

One of the good things about the early 
church is that it immediately tackled the 
problem. It faced the issue and did some
thing about the problem. The apostles had 
their ears to the ground and upon hearing 
the murmuring called the church together 
for action. Intelligent, committee Christian 
brethren can solve church problems without 
a severe severance of fellowship. Wherever 
there are human beings there are going to 
be problems and problems should be con
sidered opportunities.

Helped by Enlistment, Organization and 
The Establishment of Priorities

In coping with the problem, the Apostles 
and the church did three things: others were 
enlisted in order to assume some of the re
sponsibility, responsibilities were assigned to 
organized groups, and priorities were estab
lished and carried out.

The Apostles recommended that the 
church choose from among the membership 
seven men to take care of the matter of the

Sunday School Adult Institute 
Set For April 8-9 At Bristol

Sunday School leaders from five states in
cluding Kentucky, Virginia, West Virginia, 
North Carolina, and Tennessee, will partici
pate in an “Adult Sunday School Institute,” 
April 8-9 at Calvary Church in Bristol. The 
institute will be sponsored jointly by the 
state Sunday School Department and the 
Holston Baptist Association.

Directors of the project will include: 
Wendell Price, state Sunday School director; 
Alvis Strickland, and Frank Smith, Adult 
Section of the Sunday School Department, 
Baptist Sunday School Board; and Mancil 
Ezell, Young Adult Section of the Sunday 
School Department, BSSB.

Instruction will be given in the respon
sibilities of adult Sunday School officers, 
Monday 7-9:30 p.m.; how to teach today’s 
adult, Tues., 9-12 noon and 2:30-4:30 p.m.; 
Outreach to adults, Tues., 7-9:30 p.m.

daily distribution of the food. Qualifications 
for this task were: men of good reputation, 
full of the Holy Spirit and full of tact, wis
dom and good judgment (gumption). Men 
of responsibility in the church need to be 
men of quality who love and serve for the 
good of all.

No group of people can function without 
some semblance of organization. Every
body’s business becomes nobody’s business. 
Many churches today seem to be hyper-or
ganized with a committee for this and one 
for that. In fact some churches are more 
“committeed unto death” rather than “com
mitted unto death.” One historian remarked 
recently that “we may become resolutionary 
sons of revolutionary fathers content to pass 
a resolution in a committee meeting and go 
home uninvolved.” However, on the other 
hand, a growing church must share responsi
bility among its members and the more one 
becomes involved through the assumption 
of duty, the more he feels a part of the 
body. It is no trite saying, “Use them or 
lose them.”

In the midst of the enlistment of work
ers, the assignment of duties and the organi
zation of the members, a church must not 
lose sight of its priorities. The Apostles said 
they must give themselves continually to 
prayer, public worship, the preaching and 
the teaching of the word. Whenever a 
church loses its missionary zeal, evangelis
tic fervor and loyalty to the Word of God, 
it loses its sense of direction and power. 

„ Charles Hadden Spurgeon once remarked: 
“Though you start a fire in the pulpit, you 
must get kindling wood out of the pew to 
keep it going.”

The early church grew after taking wise 
steps to solve its problems and after stress
ing its main mission. It increased in num
bers, in the word of God and a great num
ber were obedient to the faith. Proper em
phasis upon the total mission of the church 
will cause it to move forward spiritually, 
socially and numerically.
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YennesseeNeWsgriefs
Hotel Reservations Lag 
For Dallas Convention

DALLAS—Many rooms near the Dallas 
Convention Center are still available for

Freeland Church, Nashville, ordained El
bert Foster, William Steeley, and Joe Hen
derson as deacons recently. H. C. Foster, 
pastor, led in the service.

Davidson

Jim Davidson was or
dained to the gospel min
istry by Southside 
Church, Martin. The 
charge to the church and 
candidate was given by 
W. C. Tnten, pastor. 
Davidson has accepted a 
call to Oak Ridge 
Church, Waynesboro.

v and Robert

In the Holston Asso
ciation, Enon Church 
ordained Marion Gale 
Dwight Broyles as dea

cons. Johnny McKinney is pastor. In the 
same association, Bill Nave and Horace 
Hall were ordained as deacon at First 
Church, Kingsport, where William Purdue 
is pastor. The Tusculum Church ordained 
AI Puckett as deacon. Edward Black is the 
new pastor at Tusculum. Ralph Shull and 
Don Ricker were licensed to preach by the 
Roan Hill Church. L. B. Pack is pastor. 
Deacon Allen Owens, a member of Chero
kee Mountain Church, was licensed to 
preach recently. Edward Gosnell is pastor.

Auditions will be held for The Belmont 
Reasons, 1974-75 team, on Friday, March 
29 from 3:00-5:00 p.m. and 7:00-10:00 
p.m. on Belmont College, according to 
Robert Mulloy, director of the group. For 
information regarding qualifications for 
membership, contact either Mulloy or Ron
ald Underwood at Belmont College.

Parsons Youth
Receives High Award

Mark McBride, Parsons, has been award
ed $1200 in scholarship money and a na

McBride

tional award plaque for 
750 hours of service un
der the Royal Ambassa
dor Service Aide Pro
gram. The program is 
sponsored by churches 
of the Southern Baptist 
Convention for boys ages 
15-17.

McBride, a member of 
First Church in Parsons, 
has achieved the highest 
level under the program. 
He serves as an RA 

counselor and has worked for the past four 
summers as a counselor in the RA camps.

W. C. Breland, former pastor at Ruther
ford Church and moderator of Gibson As
sociation died of a heart attack Feb. 21. He 
was pastor at Louisville, Miss, at the time 
of his death.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES
Central Church, Fountain City, Knox

ville, called Larry Brooks as minister of 
music and youth. A native of Rogersville, 
Brooks is a graduate of Carson-Newman 
College and is scheduled to graduate from 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary 
in May with a Master’s degree in music. 
His wife is the daughter of Raymon Smith, 
pastor of Broadway Church, Maryville. 
Charles Bond is pastor of Central Church.

Dan Parker is the new pastor at Maple 
Valley Church, Alpha Association.

In Hardeman County Association, Bolivar 
First Church called Don Wilson Jr. as youth 
director. Resignations in the association in
clude: W. R. Prince from Hebron Church; 
Jack Carver from Parran’s Chapel. Alvin 
Howell is the new pastor at Rocky Springs 
Church.

Garry Miller has resigned from Avondale 
Chapel, Gibson Association, to accept the 
call as pastor of Madison Church in Jack- 
son:

Jim Dusek, Nashville, has been called as 
associate pastor in charge of education and 
administration by First Church, Columbia. 
He is a graduate of Baylor University and 
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary, 
and is presently pastor of the Saturn Drive 
Church in Nashville. Don Bouldin is pastor 
of the Columbia Church.

Leatherwood Church, Indian Creek Asso
ciation, called Chris Ward as pastor. Jerry 
Parvin is the new pastor at Friendship 
Church in the same association. Ordination 
services were held for Parvin on March 10.

Ed Green, minister of music at Lyons
Creek Church, Strawberry Plains, has re
signed. Charles D. Earl is pastor.

PROGRAMMER—The Foreign Mission Board has an opening for an in
dividual with 1-2 years of programming experience in RPG Univac or 
IBM computer language.
A college degree in business or related field would be helpful but not 
required. Individual must be willing to relocate to Richmond, Va.
The starting salary will approximate 10K depending on training and 
experience. Interested individuals should immediately contact Jim Ed
wards, 3806 Monument Avenue, P.O. Box 6597, Richmond, Va. 23230, 
Telephone (804) 353-0151

those planning to attend the Southern Bap
tist Convention (SBC) here, June 11-13, 
1974.

Thus far, 4,389 rooms for 8,496 guests 
have been assigned, according to the con
vention housing bureau.

At this time a year ago, 5,069 rooms had 
been reserved for the Portland, Ore., meet
ing'of the SBC in June, 1973.

Convention officials say, however, that it 
is too early to speculate on how much the 
energy crisis will affect attendance.

When Southern Baptists met last in Dal
las, in 1965, convention registration was 
16,053, only slightly behind the 16,678 reg
istered in New Orleans in 1969, the highest 
in convention history.

Adequate parking space will be available 
this year at the Dallas Convention Center, 
and shuttle buses will be used between the 
convention hotels and the convention 
center, according to the local arrangements 
committee.

Hotel registration cards are being dis
tributed by Baptist state convention offices. 
(BP)

Zion Chapel, Chilhowee Association, 
called W. L. Henderson as pastor. He comes 
to the church from North Canton, Ohio, 
where he was pastor.

In Beulah Association, Jimmy Young re
signed as pastor of Fairview Church where 
he has served for the past four years. R. S. 
Gant has resigned the Lakeview Church; 
and Virgil Hanks submitted his resignation 
as pastor of the Aldridge Church. New pas
tors in the association are Danny O’Guinn 
at the Samburg Church and James Dunning 
at Willingham Memorial Church. Dunning 
comes from the Liberty Church in Weakley 
County.

Phil Gass is the new pastor at Bluff City 
Church, Holston Association. He has served 
as interim pastor since October. In the 
same association, William W. Pennell re
signed as pastor of Temple Church, Kings
port, to accept a call to Rochester Hill 
Church, Rochester, Mich. Snow Memorial 
Church called Clay Austin as youth director.
He is a junior at East Tennessee State Uni-
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Other Happenings
Bill O. Kite is now on the field as the 

first full-time pastor of the new South Gate 
Church in Nashville. The church was be

Kite

gun as a mission of 
First Church, Nashville, 
and was constituted as a 
separate church in Sept. 
1972. Kite comes from 
Memorial Church in 
Shenandoah, Iowa. He is 
a graduate of South
western Baptist Theologi
cal Seminary, and Mid
western Baptist Theo
logical Seminary. He 
has served churches in
Arkansas, Oklahoma 

and Iowa and was a foreign mission
ary in Kitwe, Zambia, Central Africa for 
three years. His wife, the former Ruby Jane 
Otto, served with the Southern Baptist 
Home Mission Board until their marriage. 
The church is presently planning a master 
plot for the development of its 12 acres on 
Murfreesboro Rd.

Richard C. Houston, a member of First 
Church, Columbia, and a junior at Central 
High School, has been named to “Who’s 
Who Among American High School Stu
dents.” He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Roy 
C. Houston. Dori Bouldin is his pastor.

J. Howard Cobble is the new pastor of 
First Church, Avondale Estates near At
lanta. Before going to his new pastorate 
he was pastor of Tabernacle Church, Car
rollton, Ga. A native Tennessean, he is the 
son of Rev. and Mrs. M. K. Cobble of 
Knoxville.

Herman C. Hood, a Tennessee native, has 
been ordained to the ministry by Indian 
Creek Church at Stone Mountain, Ga., 
where he has served as minister of educa
tion and youth almost four years. He is a 
graduate of East Tennessee State University 
and Southern Seminary.. Mrs. Hood is the 
former Brenda Brobeck of Kingsport. They 
have two children.

Two hundred Southern Baptist youth, 
ages 16-25, are needed to lead small (core) 
groups at the 8th Baptist Youth World Con
ference in Portland, Ore., July 31-Aug. 4, 
1974. Young people serving as core leaders 
will be asked to come earlier than July 31 
starting date to enable time for training and 
orientation. For further information contact 
Franklin D. Fanner, supervisor, youth sec
tion, Sunday School Department, Baptist 
Sunday School Board, 127 Ninth Avenue 
N„ Nashville, TN. 37234.

A. L. Guerard, pastor of Brown’s Chapel 
Baptist Church, Central Association, will be 
the speaker for the Duck River Baptist As

Thursday, March 14, 1974

sociation Pastors’ Conference at 10 a.m., 
March 18, at Highland Baptist Church, 
Tullahoma.

The Baptist Student Union basketball 
teams of Belmont College won both the 
men’s and women’s divisions of the state 
BSU Basketball Tournament held at the 
Belmont gym, March 1 and 2. Teams from 
Tennessee Tech BSU, Cookeville, finished 
second in both divisions. The women’s team 
from Middle Tennessee State University 
placed third, and the men’s team from Car
son-Newman College won the consolation 
division of the men’s tournament.

The first church-related secretarial news
letter, entitled “The Secretary’s World,” 
was published recently by Clara McCartt, 
secretary to Duke K. McCall, president of 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. A 
Tennessee native, Miss McCartt is a for
mer secretary in the Sunday School De
partment of the Tennessee Baptist Con
vention and of First Church, Memphis. 
The newsletter is the culmination of sev
eral requests from secretaries around the 
convention desiring to communicate with 
other church secretaries.

Lloyd Bardowell, pastor of the Alto Lo
ma Church, Nashville, observed his fifth an
niversary as pastor recently. The church is 
in its second building program with a new 
children’s educational complex to be com
pleted April 1974.

Ray Roberts, executive secretary of the 
Ohio Baptist Convention, during a recent 
Bible Conference conducted in the Chil- 
howee Baptist Association was chapel 
speaker at Harrison-Chilhowee Academy. 
Roberts, along with David Q. Byrd, pastor 
of West Jackson Church, Jackson, was in 
Maryville speaking each morning and 
evening at the Broadway Church.

REGISTRATION CARDS 
AVAILABLE

The messenger registration cards for 
the Southern Baptist Convention in Dal
las, Texas, June 11-13, 1974, are avail
able now from the Program Services De
partment, Tennessee Baptist Convention, 
P.O. Box 647, Brentwood, Tennessee 
37027.

USED PEWS FOR SALE: 24 13' 8" pews, 

dark finish, two center supports, shaped 

seats and backs, matching pulpit, table, and «»

three chairs. These will be available around 

the third week in March. Contact: Wolf 

Creek Baptist Church, Route 2, Box 366, 

Spring City, Tenn. 37381. Phone 615/ 

365-9225.

Fifteen men of Germantown Church, 
held a weekend lay revival at South Side 
Church, South Bend, Ind. Sponsored by the 
deacons of Germantown Church, they invit
ed all men in the church to participate. 
Those participating took Friday off from 
work to make the trip. A bus and fuel were 
provided by the church and other expenses 
were provided by the men. They engaged 
in a visitation program along with men 
from the Indiana church on Saturday. Serv
ices were held Saturday night and Sunday 
morning. A Chinese on the Notre Dame 
campus moved his membership from his 
church in China. There were 16 profes
sions of faith during the weekend and the 
following two weeks. The church has 
doubled its attendance and the budget has 
increased. Germantown men attending 
were Charles Baker, Bill Harris, Will 
Moore, Thurman Walker, Don Elliott, Her
bert Borleis, Felton Clarke, Richmond 
Counts, Shelby Massey, Neil McFerron, 
Lawson Newman, Allen Robertson, John 
Smiley, Charley Vaught and Danny Walk
er.

Commemorating Our Heritage—

TENNESSEE BAPTIST 

CONVENTION 

1874 1974 
ii

Committing Our Future

RETREAT
you won't forget!

RESORT TO BROOKSIDE
If you are looking for a quiet, com
fortable place in the Great Smoky 
Mountains to hold your next retreat; 
where you can enjoy fellowship in 
large motel rooms and cottages 
(some with fireplaces); where you 
can economize by preparing your 
own meals in fully equipped kitch
ens; a place discovered and en
joyed by other church groups .. . 
Brookside is your answer.

$5.25
. . . per person, sleeping two per 
bed, including sales tax and meet
ing rooms to fit your needs. Rate 
applies as space available through 
June 10. For open dates, call . . . 

BIOOESIDE
MOTEL & RANCH HOUSE 

Phone (615) 436-5611 
GATLINBURG, TENNESSEE
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Annual State Library Convention Tri-Stdte Children's Leadership 
Conference Slated For April

Set For April 11-13 In Nashville
Baptists from Tennessee, Alabama and 

Mississippi will attend a regional Children’s 
Leadership Conference at the Shocco

The 12th annual Tennessee Baptist Li
brary Convention will be held at the East
land Church, Nashville, April 11-13. C. 
Winfield Rich, president of the Tennessee 
Baptist Library Organization, will preside. 
The event is sponsored jointly by the 
Church Training Department, TBC, and the 
state Library Organization.

Registration will begin on Thursday after
noon at 1:00 with sessions convening at 
1:45. The Convention will close at noon on 
Saturday.

Lee Hill Anderson

Emphasizing the theme, “Sharing the 
Word Through Media,” conferences will be 
in: church library development; advanced 
classification and cataloging; beginning 
classification and cataloging; using audiovis
uals; counseling in the use of media; and 
extending the ministry of the media center. 
Special interest sessions will be offered in:' 
audiovisual maintenance; book repair ma
terials, promotional ideas, church library 
record and plan book; achievement guide; 
and the cave plan. Frances Lee, First 
Church, Nashville, will serve as program 
chairman.

Rose Brown Henry

Additional information will be presented 
during the Thursday afternoon and evening 
sessions. Barbara Harkins, children’s li
brarian, Wichita Public Library, Wichita, 
Kans., will speak on “Story Telling in Shar
ing.” Jacqulyn Anderson, Church Library 
Dept., Baptist Sunday School Board, will 
speak on “What’s New in Media?”; and 
Ralph Norton, executive secretary-treasur

er of the Tennessee Baptist Convention, will 
present ideas on “Sharing the Word 
Through Media.”

Glynn T. Hill, Church Library Dept., 
BSSB, will offer meditations at each of the 
sessions. The Thursday evening conference 
will be held at the TBC Building in Brent
wood, according to Mary Anderson, direc
tor, library services and special projects. A 
banquet will be held Friday evening at 6:30. 
Jim Henry, pastor, Two Rivers Church, will 
speak at the dinner meeting.

Election of officers for 1974-75 will be 
held Friday morning with installation sched
uled for Saturday morning. The president’s 
message will be delivered by Rich at 11:00 
a.m. Saturday.

Conference leaders for the convention in
clude: James Rose, consultant, Church Li
brary Department, BSSB; Jacqulyn Ander
son; Mrs. J. Harold Walker, president, 
Knox County Library Organization; Glynn 
T. Hill; Mrs. Tom Brown, state approved 
worker, First Church, Murfreesboro; Jim 
Henry; Frances Lee, retired consultant, 
BSSB; Ed Tarpley, president, Concord As
sociation Library Organization; and M. F. 
Mayo, consultant, Broadman Sales, BSSB.

Bring new life to this triumphant season. 
Discover its true significance, its real mean
ing. Three inspiring Broadman books can 
help you experience a new excitement and 
discover a new dimension at Easter.

EASTER PROCLAMATION: 
REMEMBRANCE AND RENEWAL 
C. Welton Gaddy
Easter is more than a time of sameness. 
New insights can bring fresh meaning to an 
old theme and a recurring day. The author 
of this book has gathered devotional read
ings that bring celebration to Easter. $1.95

OARING TO LIVE BY THE CROSS 
Clarence W. Cranford
An earthquake shook the cross. Let this 

Spring Baptist Encampment at Talladega, 
Ala., April 8-10.

Special conference leaders will include: 
Mildred Crider, professor in childhood edu
cation, Mississippi College; Brooks Faulk
ner, consultant, pastoral ministries section, 
Church Administration Department, BSSB; 
and Dick Ham, consultant, promotion sec
tion, Church Music Department, BSSB.

Sessions will be offered in: planning with 
children, guiding large group and small 
group activities; enlistment and training; 
working in a one leader department; music, 
drama; and personal growth and develop
ment.

The conference will begin at 5:30 p.m. 
Monday and close with lunch on Wednes
day.

B APTI ST 
BOOK 
STORE

734 Cherry St. • Chattanooga, TN 37402 • (615) 267-3845
706 S. Gay St. • Knoxville, TN 37902 • (615) 525-8131
24 N. Second St. • Memphis, TN 38103 • (901) 525-6848
3349 Winbrook • Memphis (South), TN 38116 • (901) 396-6045
1010 Broadway • Nashville, TN 37203 • (615) 242-5647

book help shake the foundations of your 
soul as you dare to live what.you believe. 
Here are ten power-packed messages that 
point to the real meaning of Easter. $3.50

WHEN JESUS ROSE
Wallace D. Chappell
Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, is the 
subject. The resurrection is the theme. How 
they relate to you as a Christian is its pur
pose. A thorough discussion of the events 
following the resurrection provide a new un
derstanding of the season. $3.95

Pick up all three today 
at the Baptist Book Store.

EROADMAN
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20 th Royal Ambassador Congress 
Set For April 12-13 In Clarksville

The 20th Royal Ambassador Congress 
for Tennessee will be held April 12-13, at 
First Church, Clarksville. Sponsored by the 
State Brotherhood Department of the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention and the Cumber
land Baptist Association, the 1974 theme 
will be “One World, One Mission.”

Myers Holt Stacy

According to Bill Highsmith, state RA 
director, two separate congresses will be 

conducted at the same time this year. Both 
sessions will be held at the same site with 
division for crusaders (grades 1-6) and for 
pioneers (grades 7-12). Eighteen mission
aries, representing foreign and home fields, 
along with state and associational work, will 
be involved in the congress program.

Jimmy Myers, state Royal Ambassador 
president, will preside over the pioneer con
gress in the evening session, and Larry 
Holt, vice-president, will conduct the cru
sader congress, along with Ricky Stacy, 
state secretary.

There will be a parade through down
town Clarksville on Friday afternoon with 
floats and bands. Other highlights will in
clude: a Pinewood Derby for boys in grades 
4-9, Friday morning and evening; a mis
sion fair with 24 booths portraying the total 
RA program; a speak-out contest and 
project display; and a tour to Fort Camp
bell, Ky. army facilities. A boat show and 

demonstration on the Cumberland River 
will be held at 5:30 p.m. Friday; and the 
traditional Parade of the Flags ceremony 
will begin Friday night.

The crusader congress session will end 
Saturday morning with the junior high choir 
of Belmont Heights Church in Nash
ville presenting the musical “Cool in the 
Furnace” and a call to missions by Robert 
Norman, pastor of the Belmont Church. 
“The Majority,” a singing group from First 
Church, Clarksville, will present a musical 
for the pioneer congress followed by a call 
to missions by Highsmith.

The congress offering projects this year 
will be used to help with special projects 
in Nairobi, Kenya, as well as to send four 
boys to work in an RA camp in West 
Virginia, Highsmith stated.

FOR SALE: NEW AND USED 
SCHOOL BUSES

Post and Co.
24th Street-Knoxville, Tenn. 37921

Phone: 615:523-2103

See and hear the remarkable new Specification 110 and 
the full line of Rodgers organs for the church and home at

NEW FROM

The first organ 
in the moderate

price range 
with all these

Features:

your nearest authorized Rodgers dealer.

ROY WARDEN PIANO A ORGAN CO. 
162 Oth AVENUE NORTH 
NASHVILLE
PI»M (615) 255-3149

pfund’s, me.
1610 UNION AVENUE 
MEMPHIS
Pkoae (901) 272-1708

AGO Console and Pedalboard
Standard Couplers
Double-touch Preset Action
Celestes on each manual
Harp and Carillon
Flute Chiff
Locking Roll-top
5 Speaking Channels
Available Self-contained or with External

Tone Cabinets
Rodgers Quality Throughout

McKEEHAN-ROSE
ALCOA HWY. AT LAKEMONT 
NEAR AIRPORT
Maryville Phone (815) 9824548
Knoxville Phone (615) 546-8330
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73 Missionary Appointees 
Represent Baptist Colleges

RICHMOND—Graduates of 33 of the 
43 four-year Southern Baptist colleges and 
universities were among the 229 persons 
appointed as Southern Baptist missionaries 
during 1973. '

Eighty-ohe of the new missionaries were 
graduates of Baptist institutions. The ap
pointees included career missionaries, mis
sionary journeymen (college graduates un
der 27 years of age employed for a two-year 
term to work overseas with career mission
aries) and missionary associates (persons 
35-65 years of age appointed for renewable 
four-year terms).

“Baptist colleges and universities continue 
to have a vital role in training missionary 
candidates,” said Louis R. Cobbs, secretary 
of the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board’s missionary personnel department. 
Cobbs noted, “in 1973, approximately 40 
per cent of the career missionaries and 35 
per cent of the journeymen appointed were 
graduates of Baptist colleges.”

During 1973, Baylor University in Waco, 
Tex., led the Baptist schools with 11 grad
uates appointed. Ouachita Baptist Universi- 

. ty in Arkadelphia, Ark., was second with 
seven. Mississippi College, Clinton, and

To change or correct 
your address

Attach label from your latest copy 
here and show new address below— 
include zip code. When changing ad
dress please give two weeks notice.
Please write, do not call address 
changes to insure accuracy.

Al! correspondence relating 
to your subscription 
should be accompanied by your address 
label. If you are receiving duplicate 
copies please send both labels.
Address all inquiries to;

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR 
Post Office Box 647 

Brentwood, Tennessee 37027

Name .................................
please print

Address .....................................

City ..........................................................

State.......................Zip Code.................

Oklahoma Baptist University, Shawnee, each 
produced six missionaries, and Hardin-Sim
mons University in Abilene, Tex., had five.

All Tennessee School Represented
Carson-Newman College in Jefferson 

City, Tenn., and Samford University in Bir
mingham, Ala., were represented by four 
graduates each. Georgetown (Ky.) College, 
Union University, Jackson, Tenn., Wake 
Forest University in Winston-Salem, N.C., 
and East Texas Baptist College in Marshall 
saw three graduates each appointed to mis
sionary service.

Four Baptist schools each graduated two 
appointees: Campbell College, Buies Creek, 
N.C.; Howard Payne College in Brown
wood, Tex.; Louisiana College, Pineville; 
and Mercer University in Macon, Ga.

Schools having one graduate among the 
appointees were: Belmont College in Nash
ville, Tenn.; Blue Mountain (Miss.) College; 
California Baptist College, Riverside; Camp
bellsville (Ky.) College; Cumberland Col
lege in Williamsburg, Ky.; Furman Uni
versity, Greenville, S.C.; and Houston 
(Tex.) Baptist College.

Also represented by one graduate each 
were: Judson College, Marion, Ala.; Mary 
Hardin-Baylor College in Belton, Tex.; Mars 
Hill (N.C.) College; Meredith College, 
Raleigh, N.C.; Mobile (Ala.) Baptist Col
lege; Southwest Baptist College in Bolivar, 
Mo.; Stetson University in DeLand, Fla.; 
Tift College in Forsyth, Ga.; Wayland Bap
tist College in Plainview, Tex.; William 
Carey College in Hattiesburg, Miss.; and 
William Jewell College in Liberty, Mo. (BP)

Ky. Baptist School
Receives $90,203 Gift

PINEVILLE, Ky.—A recent gift of 
$90,203.72 to Clear Creek Baptist School, 
Pineville, was announced by D. M. Al
dridge, president of the theological school 
for adults.

The largest single contribution to the 
school in its history came from the estate 
of- the late H. C. Vires, veteran mine op
erator and Baptist layman of Jackson, Ky.

In receiving the gift Aldridge said, “Mr. 
Vires, a devoted Christian and layman of 
First Baptist Church, Jackson, Ky., gen
erously supported many Christian causes, 
and this timely donation will materially 
strengthen the missionary-evangelistic out
reach of our ministerial training school.”

New Book
Fishers of Men by Anita Bryant and 

Bob Green, Fleming H. Revell. Motivated 
by their decision to personally witness for 
Jesus Christ, Anita and Bob enthusiastically 
plunged into the challenging fisherman min
istries described in “Fishers of Men.”

FOUNDATION

No Choice

By Jonas L. Stewart
Executive Secretary-Treasurer

Occasional questions come to us about 
the source of funds administered and the use 
of the income earned. Our people need to 
know that assets that come to us do not 
belong to the Foundation nor to the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention. We are only the 
trustee. We administer them according to 
the direction of the donor.

Some assets are placed, with us by living 
donors. This is usually done under a writ
ten agreement that gives specific directions 
for handling both the principal and income. 
Larger amounts have come through wills. 
Usually the will gives specific directions for 
the use of income earned. Occasionally we 
receive trust assets without instructions ex
cept that they are to be held with income 
only to be used. Lacking other instructions, 
income goes through the Cooperative Pro
gram.

We have no choice in holding funds com
mitted to us for investments or in the pur
pose for which income is used. The donor 
gives instructions and we follow them ac
cording to our chartered purpose.

We are pleased to have inquiries from 
those who are interested in a Christian will 
or a living trust. Write Tennessee Baptist 
Foundation, Dr. Jonas L. Stewart, Execu
tive Secretary-Treasurer, P.O. Box 647, 
Brentwood, Tennessee 37027.

Does faith 
play a part 
in healing? 
20 prominent physicians 

say“Yes?

Read these incredible

Published by Thomas Nelson 
w
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Union To Construct New Campus In Jackson
Meeting in regular session Feb. 26 on the 

campus of Union University the trustees ac
cepted the report of a special study com
mittee of 21 which was appointed three 
months ago to evaluate plans and programs 
relative to new campus developments.

The committee, composed of trustee, fac
ulty, staff, student and local business lead
ers, recommended that the trustees accept 
the bid of the Earl Swensson architectural 
firm and the Foster and Creighton Con
struction Company, both of Nashville, to 
erect the facilities at a cost of $5,050,000.

“We are delighted to be nearing the con
struction date of our new campus,” said Dr. 
Ramsey Pollard, chairman of the trustee 
body and pastor emeritus, Bellevue Baptist 
Church, Memphis. “We have been looking 
forward to this day since 1968 when the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention first gave ap
proval for the relocation of our college.”

In 1968-69 a total of 284 acres were 
purchased on U.S. Highway 45 By-Pass, one 
mile north of the Interstate 40 interchange. 
At this time Union retained Earl Swensson 
as architect and work began on the master 
plan for the new campus and surrounding 
community.

Since that time educational specifications 
were completed by the Westinghouse Learn
ing Corporation, a renown educational 
consulting firm, and architectural docu
ments were developed. Through the aus
pices of a grant from the Educational Fa
cilities Laboratories of New York additional 
studies were accomplished on the total edu
cational environment on the entire 45 By- 
Pass tract.

Approximately 140 acres are to be uti
lized for campus development with the re
maining portions serving for the develop
ment of a retirement village, continuing edu
cation center, housing, shopping and service 
areas.

“This is a time of rejoicing for Union 
University,” said Dr. Robert E. Craig, presi
dent. “Many people have worked long and 
hard to develop outstanding facilities for 
Union and we appreciate the support from 

our churches, businesses, industries and 
friends in helping us make this move possi
ble.”

Union University is one of a few Baptist 
colleges throughout the United States to 
move their entire college to a new cam
pus in recent years. It is also one of less 
than a dozen of any type of college in the 
country to be establishing a total new edu
cational facility incorporating a wholly 
planned community.

A combination of alternatives lie open to 
Union to finance this project. As the result 
of the college’s Advancement Campaign 
held in late 1972 and 1973, a total of 
$4,027,000 is already foreseen through 
pledges and funds on hand. The remainder 

, will be raised through either land sales, sale 
of the present campus, borrowing or a re
newed financial campaign or a combination 
of these options.

Although dormitories are not a part of 
this initial construction, it is anticipated that 
decisions regarding their erection will be 
made in the near future so that the com
pletion date of these facilities will cor
respond with the September, 1975 opening 
of the new campus.
. “The year 1975 will be a great year for 
Union University as it celebrates its sesqui- 
centennial as an educational institution and 
its centennial under the sponsorship of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention,” comment
ed Dr. Craig.

“What could be more fitting as we em
bark upon the last quarter of the 20th cen
tury and look forward to the 21st century 
than new future tense facilities to compli
ment the great heritage of our college.”

Union University traces its history back 
to 1825 on the same location near down
town Jackson. It was first known as the 
Jackson Male Academy and became a part 
of the Tennessee Baptist Convention in 
1875. Through a series of name changes it 
became known as Union University in 1907.

Dr. Craig, head of the college since 1967, 
is the 13th president of the school.

Churches
Have You Ordered Your 

Gospels of John 
For Use in Your Revival?

Offered by prospectus only 

FIRST 
MORTGAGE 

BONDS
Available in Amounts as low as $1,000

WRITE or CALL 

CHURCH 
SECURITIES, 
INC.
Registered Broker/ 
Dealer
4095 Clairmont Road 
Atlanta, Georgia 30341

CALL TOLL FREE 
NO COST TO YOU 

DIAL DIRECT 
1 (800) 241-8701

The Robert G. Lee Chapel
Needing thorough training in Bible, homi
letics, church administration, evangelism, 
Christian history, religious education, church 
music, and related subjects?

Wanting these only in a 
Southern Baptist school?

But lacking either your high school or college credits, or otherwise unable to 
undertake the regular seminary course?
No college graduates accepted, except in the summer session, June 10 through 
July 19. Four or six week courses. Use GI Bill. Write for catalog.

A three-year theological school owned and controlled 1306 College Drive 
by the Florida Baptist Convention. Graceville, Florida 32440

OR MAIL COUPON TO ABOVE ADDRESS
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Sunday School Lesson for Sunday, March 17,1974

Lord. Of The Secular
By Dr. W. R. White 

Baylor University, Waco, Texas
Basic Passages: Mark 12:28-34, 38-40
Focal Passages: Mark 12:28-34, 38-40

Usually we think of the earthly and 
worldly as temporal and not that which is 
sacred or spiritual. Our lesson committee 

White

to be instruments

obviously believes that 
secular and sacred are 
not mutually exclusive 
but overlap. At least 
there is a view that all 
which is not evil is sacred 
in God’s sight.

Our bodies may have 
a secular side yet they 
are also sacred in God’s 
sight. To the saved they 
are the temples of the 
Holy Spirit and arc holy 
in the sense that they are 
of service for God.

The present world order is certainly not 
sacred but the present world should accept 
a sacred order. Government when carrying 
out the divine purpose of law, order, se
curity and justice, is sacred.

The secular should be redeemed back to 
the saved. The ideal of a new heaven and 
a new earth carries the idea of redemption 
and regeneration of the material universe 
and its systems.

The Lord is not opposed to this world, 
per se being brought under the mastery of 

greatest of all acts of love. They can never 
substitute for love.

Love, adequately felt and adequately ex
pressed fulfills the law. There is no law 
against the full expression of real love. Out
going affection and good will is the earth’s 
greatest need.

Jesus said to the scribe who had con
fronted Him with the above idea, “You are 
not far from the kingdom of God.” He 
needed to make one more step. He needed 
to accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior 
so that the Holy Spirit might fill him with 
that love.

Real Love Begets Consistency
Mark 12:38-40

The love of which Christ is Lord is con
sistent in daily living and human relation
ships. No amount of outward piety can 
substitute for real love acting like itself in 
practical life. Affectionate gestures cannot 
replace affectionate deeds in relation to oth
ers.

Some of the scribes were much concerned 
about public acclaim as the pious people of 
God. Yet on the side they were devouring 
the very homes of helpless widows.

The widely acclaimed love of many, sad
ly is a farce. They make great pretense.

Radio Program Begins 
15th Year, March 31

Radio program “Master Control,” pro
duced by the Southern Baptist Convention 
Radio and Television Commission, will 
mark its 15th year in broadcasting begin
ning March 31, according to Paul Stevens, 
director. The anniversary observance will 
continue through April 21."

The program was accepted for airing in 
the late fifties on less than 10 radio stations. 
It is now broadcast on 645 stations across 
the country and is aired around the world 
on the American Forces Network. Pro
gramming is comprised of music, interviews, 
comments, and general entertainment. 
Charles Yates, a graduate of Baylor Uni
versity, became producer of the program 
two years ago.

Outside of a few petty acts and gifts they 
seek selfish ends regardless of these outward 
acts of hypocrisy.

Jesus had no patience with pious pre
tense. We have known a few cases where 
individuals have raised a relief fund to help 
people whom they had shrewdly stripped of 
anything of consequence.

All this is an abomination in the sight of 
God. Jesus wants to revise this type of 
exploitation.

Christ Jesus wants to change hearts and 
be Lord over lives. Such hearts will be filled 
with love. The Lordship of Christ will di
rect that life into daily acts of love. Those 
who are under the Lordship of Christ will 
love much and help most in this world. 
Then even the secular will become sacred.

our Lord. We can win as many as possi
ble. The Lord can suddenly bring His mas
tery over it. But there can be areas of the 
heavenly here and there now. There can be 
spots on earth where God will approximate 
what is true in heaven.

The Greatest Commandment
Mark 12:28-31

Really the two great commandments to 
which Jesus referred are two divisions of 
one great imperative. One is the converse 
and the other the convex. At least they are 
like Siamese Twins, they are indissoluble, 
like repentance and faith. They go together 
automatically. They are a living unity.

We are to love God with our whole be
ing. We are to love our neighbors as our
selves. If our whole personality is caught 
up in consuming love for God, we will love 
our neighbor as ourselves. As the temptation 
of love for God goes up, so will the warmth 
of our love for our fellowman increase.

Love Greater Than Solemn Ceremonies 
Mark 12:32-34

Obedience to the requirement of burnt of
ferings and sacrifices is not a substitute for 
natural love for God and our neighbor. In 
fact these ceremonies should point to the
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Oa Hatton if

J^iving

By Dr. B. David Edens, 
Director, Marriage and 
Family Program 
Stephens College 
Columbia, Missouri 65201

Importance Of Parental 
Example

• A study has been reported by Dr. Paul 
Vieth of Yale; one that should make any 
Christian parent think very seriously.

A research-minded Sunday School secre
tary made a study of why people dropped 
out of Sunday School. He made an analysis 
of 700 cases of persons who had dropped 
out for ‘other-than-good-reasons’ over a 
period of 20 years. He found that only_ 
three of these 700 had dropped out in 
cases where either the father or mother was 
enrolled in Sunday School.

Again, he traced 69 members of a Sun
day School through the time that they were 
members, from the Beginner Department to 
the date of their withdrawal. It, was found 
that more than 90 per cent of the ‘other- 
than-good- reasons’ for their leaving 
stemmed directly from parental influence or 
example or act, intentionally or thoughtless
ly or selfishly.

Again, he stationed himself in front of a 
church where people were coming to Sun
day School. He took down the names of all 
those whose father or mother brought them 
in the family car, left them, did not re
main themselves for Sunday School. A re
check a le.ar later revealed that more than 
50 per cent of all such children had been 
lost to the Sunday School, whereas 15 per 
cent of those who were accompanied by 
their parents into the Sunday School had 
dropped out.

Most parents want their children to grow 
up as Christians. Few realize however, how 
important it is that they as parents also 
participate in the religious activities which 
they expect of their children. More of them 
would be willing to make the necessary 
effort to share the Sunday School and T.U. 
with their children if they realized its im
portance.

New Books
W. A. Criswell by Billy Keith, Fleming 

H. Revell. The biography of a courageous 
and uncompromising Christian leader. This 
penetrating biography uncovers what W. A. 
Criswell is really like.

The Strategic Grasp of the Bible by J. 
Sidden Baxter, Zondervan, paperback. A 
series of studies in the structural and dis- 
pensational characteristics of the Bible.

From the
Executive Secretary

By Ralph Norton

Norton

John D. Freeman and R. Paul Caudill are 
happy, living examples of lives spent in the 
service of God and man. Belmont Heights 

Baptist Church in Nash
ville recently honored 
Dr. Freeman, their Se
nior Minister since 1960, 
on the occasion of his 
90th birthday. Members 
and guests present on 
February 24 heard testi
monies highlighting his 
varied ministry, as well 
as an inspiring message 
by Dr. Freeman on 
“Why I Love the Bible.” 
We are grateful for the 

life and influence of this man of God, and 
wish for him continued health as he serves 
the Lord so faithfully.

The First Baptist Church of Memphis 
paid tribute to Dr. Caudill on March 3, the 
occasion being his 30th anniversary as their 
pastor. While Dr. Caudill was in India re
cently on a preaching mission, it was my 
privilege to supply his pulpit one Sun
day. As I spent the day there, preaching and 
having fellowship with many of the mem
bers I could sense the great love and re
spect which these fine people have for such 
a devoted pastor and friend. Dr. Caudill 
has served Tennessee Baptists faithfully, and 
his deep concern for missions at home and 
around the world has been an inspiration to 
many of us.

We congratulate these two leaders upon 
reaching such significant milestones and 
pray God’s continued leadership upon them 
and the churches they serve.

The Youth Evangelism Conference, to be 
held here in Nashville on March 22-23, 
should be on our hearts at this time. We 
anticipate another good conference, and en
courage all of our churches to provide op
portunities for their young people to attend. 
Not only do the young people receive a 
blessing, but the entire church will be 
blessed through the influence of the youth. 
Pray for all who lead in this conference 
that their influence will encourage and be a 
real blessing to these young people.

FIBERGLASS
• STEEPLES • CROSSES
• STAINED FIBERGLASS WINDOWS 
• LIGHTED SIGNS
• BAPTISTRIES
• BAPTISTRY 

HEATERS 
Write for free 
color brochure.

A/C 214 657-6524 Box 931 Henderson, Texas 75652

Historically:
From the files

50 YEARS AGO
$100,000 facilities were dedicated 

at Bellevue Church in Memphis. Pas
tor W. M. Bostick delivered the first 
message, and Lloyd T. Wilson, Nash
ville spoke during evening services. 
The church seated 1500 people and 
contained a $15,000 pipe organ.

First Church, Jackson, reported 
109 additions, including 44 by bap
tism, 61 by letter, and four by watch
care following revival services there. 
Pastor J. J. Hurt preached, and J. 
Fred Scholfield led the music.

20 YEARS AGO
Immanuel Church, Knoxville, ob

served its 50th anniversary. Charles 
W. Pope and A. Roy Greene were 
guest speakers. A. R. Pedigo and 
Charles P. Jones, former pastors, were 
present. Homer Cate was pastor.

The Tennessee Baptist Children’s 
Home at Chattanooga was dedicated 
March 7, 1954. W. C. Creasman, gen
eral superintendent of the homes, and 
John L. Hill, chairman of the Board 
of Managers, were the featured speak
ers.

10 YEARS AGO
Oaklawn Church, Winchester, 

moved into a new two story building. 
Additional construction was sched
uled for a later date. A third of the 
labor was donated by church mem
bers.

John Henderson was called as the 
first full-time pastor of the Sunset 
Church, Memphis. The church began 
five years earlier as a mission of Pop
lar Avenue Church. Henderson was a 
native of Indonesia and a graduate of 
Union University.

Bethany Hills Camp 
And Training Center

(25 miles west of Nashville on Highway 
No. 70) 265 wooded acres, small lake, 
accommodations for 150 in warm months 
and 75 in winter, swimming pool, sports 
field, outdoor chapel. Rental requests and 
information from:

Manager, Bethany Hills Camp 
Route 2, Kingston Springs, TN. 37082

A few summer weeks are still available.
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Bible Nuggets

The Invitation Of Jesus
By T. B. Maston

Professor of Christian Ethics, Retired 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary

And Jesus said unto them, Come ye after 
me, and I will make you to become fishers 
of men. (Mark 1:17, KJV)

One of the most interesting 
and fruitful ways to study the 
Scriptures is to study more or 
less frequently used words. For 
such a study one will need a 
good concordance or reference 
Bible. One such word is “Come” 
as used by Jesus.

His word to Simon and 
Andrew was, “Come ye after 
me.” This, for them, was an 
invitation for them to leave what 
they were doing in order to 
follow him. The initial invita- i 
tion to,any man or woman is, 
“Come, follow me.” This was 
and is his invitation to disciple
ship.

On one occasion Jesus spoke 
of himself as the bread of life. 
He followed that statement by 
saying, “He that cometh to me 
shall never hunger” (John 6:35). 
He also said, “If any man thirst, 
let him come unto me, and 
drink” (John 7:37). Are you 
hungry? Are you thirsty? Is 
there a sense of something lack
ing in your life? If so, the word 
of Jesus is, “Come, satisfy your 
hunger, your thirst.”

Then there is that wonderful invitation 
of Jesus: “Come unto me, all ye that labor 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest” (Matt. 11:28). This, as was true of 
other invitations of Jesus, was universal. It 
was addressed to the multitude. He said to 
them, and would say to us, “Others may 
promise you rest, I will give it.”

And let us never forget those wonderful 
words of Jesus: “Him that cometh to 
me I will in no wise cast out” or “I 
will never turn away anyone who comes 
to me” (John 6:37, TEV).
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