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100th Year For Tennessee Baptists

Dedication Of Centennial Marker
To Be Held In Murfreesboro, April 11

By Eura Lannom

Church, Murfreesboro, Ed Deusner, pas­
tor of First Church, Lexington, and Homer 
Pittard, historian and director of University 
Relations, Middle Tennessee State Universi­
ty, Murfreesboro.

The Centennial Committee, headed by 
Madden, includes May, Mrs. Roy Babb, 
Nashville, Elmer Bailey, Knoxville, Mrs. M. 
K. Cobble, Knoxville, Deusner, Hayward 
Highfill, Clinton, and Don Mauldin, Nash­
ville.

Others working with the committee were 
Norton, Kendall, Gene Kerr, Mrs. Evelyn 
Strickland, Mrs. Alice Byram, Mrs. Pat 
Mulloy and Mrs. Eura Lannom, all of the 
TBC.

Following the ceremony, members of the 
Centennial Committee will have a luncheon 
meeting.

Murfreesboro will be the site of the Cen­
tennial meeting of the convention, Nov. 
12-14. All sessions will be held in the Con­
vocation Center at MTSU.

A Tennessee Baptist Convention histori­
cal marker will be unveiled and dedicated 
in a special ceremony at First Baptist 
Church, Murfreesboro, April 11, at 11 a.m.
to co iTin emorate the 100th anniversary of
the organization of the present Tennessee 
Baptist Convention. The public is invited to 
attend this significant event.

The marker will be located adjacent to 
the present church building at the comer 
of Spring and East Main Streets. This is 
approximately 200 yards west of the site 
of the former building in which the conven­
tion was organized during the meeting of 
April 10-11, 1874.

The service will be presided over by Tom 
Madden, Centennial Committee chairman 
and pastor of First Church, Tullahoma. The 
music will be by the Baptist Student Union 
Choir of Middle Tennessee State University 
under the direction of Melisa Tosh.

Grant L. Jones, president of the Tennes­
see Baptist Convention and pastor of First 
Church, Sevierville, will lead the invocation.

Richard G. Campbell Named 
Belmont Athletic Director, Coach

Richard G. (Dick) Campbell has been 
named athletic director and head basket­
ball coach at Belmont College, Nashville, 
according to Jim Cox, Public Relations di­
rector. Campbell comes to Belmont from 
Goldrush Junction, Pigeon Forge, where he 
serves as education and recreation director.

The 46-year-old coach has served for­
merly as head coach at Carson-Newman 
College, Jefferson City. Other head coach­
ing positions included: North Greenville 
Junior College, Tigerville, S.C.; The Cita­
del, Charleston, S.C. and Xavier University, 
Cincinnati, Ohio.

A native of Greenville, S.C., he is a 
graduate of the University of Tennessee and 
Furman University, Greenville. Campbell’s 
20-year career as coach records an overall 
448-175 win-loss roster.

Campbell, married to the former Betty 
Fletcher of Greenville, S.C., was Coach of 
the Year for 1964, 1965, and 1966 of the 
Volunteer State Athletic Conference. The 
Campbells have one son, Chris, 11.

April 11-14 
Acteens Summit Meeting 

Pigeon Forge

After expressions of appreciation by Mad­
den, Eugene Cotey will read the Scripture. 
Cotey is pastor of First Church, Murfrees­
boro.

Rep. John Bragg of the 48th Legislative 
District will bring greetings from Murfrees­
boro and the State of Tennessee.

Ralph Norton, executive secretary-trea­
surer, TBC, will speak on “The Significance 
of This Occasion.” W. Fred Kendall, Nash­
ville, past executive secretary-treasurer, 
TBC, will unveil the marker; and a former 
executive secretary, John D. Freeman, 
Nashville, will lead the dedicatory prayer. 
Freeman observed his 90th birthday in 
February.

Following the prayer, the BSU Choir will 
present another musical selection; and Lynn 
E. May, Jr., Nashville, executive secretary 
of the Historical Commission, Southern 
Baptist Convention, and a member of the 
Centennial Committee, will close the service 
with the benediction.

The program for the historical marker 
ceremony was planned by a Special Com­
mittee appointed by Madden, chairman of 
the Centennial Committee. Serving on the 
Special Committee were May, Kendall, 
Archie King, pastor of Southeast Baptist

Brotherhood Commission, HBM
Receive Top Awards In Public Relations

Members of the Baptist Public Relations 
Association meeting in San Francisco last 
month appointed special committees to 
study a possible BPRA study scholarship 
fund and to examine ways for the organi­
zation to help with public relations job 
placement in the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion.

Wesley M. Pattillo, Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, was elected president 
of the 217 member organization which 
is comprised of Southern Baptist public rela­
tions professionals. He succeeds Clarence 
Duncan of the SBC Radio and Television 
Commission. Roy Jennings, administrative 
assistant, Brotherhood Commission, was 
named president-elect.

In the awards competition at the meet, 
the Brotherhood Commission and the Home 
Mission Board received a total of 25 awards, 
the Brotherhood Commission leading with 
15. Jim Newton, editor of “World Mission 
Journal” and director of communications 
for the Commission, was the top individual 
winner with six awards. Other Brotherhood 

Commission winners were Mike Davis, Steve 
Wall, and Lee Hollaway.

Floyd Craig of the SBC Christian Life 
Commission received the annual Arthur 
Davenport Award for a total public rela­
tions project titled, “Focus on Family.” 
Howard Bramlette, Education Commission, 
was awarded a first place for single adver­
tisement and a second for direct mail.

W. C. Fields, director of Baptist Press 
and director of public relations for the SBC 
Executive Committee, won two writing 
awards, one for a news series category and 
one for single news story.

Carl K. Tipton, Carson-Newman College, 
won first place in the direct mail category.

Other officers elected included: James 
Cox, Belmont College, Nashville, member­
ship vice president; Eugene Baker, Union 
University, Jackson, Tenn., newsletter edi­
tor; Jennifer Bryon, Baptist Sunday School 
Board, communication specialist; and Agnes 
Ford, Nashville, treasurer.

Next year’s BPRA meeting is set for Feb. 
25-28, Williamsburg, Va.
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Calling God A Liar!
By Herschel H. Hobbs

“If we say that we have not sinned, we 
make him a liar, and his word is not in us.” 
—1 John 1:10

In this verse we find that John who is 
called the apostle of love still is “the son 
of thunder” (Mark 3:17). For he uses 
strong language. Again the key to this verse 
is the tense of the verb “have sinned.”

The tense is the perfect tense which ex­
presses a past action which is still true at 
the time of writing, and supposes that it will 
continue to be so in the future. Here John 
is writing about a person who claims that 
he has never committed a sin. Or he denies 
the fact of sin in his life. He has no sinful 
nature and does not commit acts of sin.

Such a position of perfectionism is equal 
to calling God a liar. It is, according to 
David Smith, a stifling of conscience due 
to a lack of understanding of the holy, 
righteous nature of God. Such a person 
compares himself with other, more sinful 
men, rather than with the character of God. 
Again, says Smith, it is due to refusal to ac­
cept the word of God when it says that all 
men have sinned and come short of the 
glory of God (Rom. 3:23). Here again one 
calls God a liar when He says this in His 
Word.

It is proof that His Word does not abide
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in such a person. For throughout it is found 
God’s abiding condemnation of sin and sin­
ful men. Such a person is hardened against 
the convicting power of the Holy Spirit. So 
he also falsifies the Spirit of God. And he 
likewise separates the acts of the body 
from the attitude of the spirit.

The nearer to God one is, the more con­
scious he is of his sin. Paul called himself 
the chief of sinners, or the one who heads 
the list of such (1 Tim. 1:15). The person 
who has no awareness of sin in his life is 
far from God indeed.

Christians should be concerned about all 
men. But the one in the worst spiritual con­
dition, is he who without blinking his eyes, 
will insist that he is not a sinner, and, 
therefore, does not need a Savior. He not 
only calls God a liar, but says that inso­
far as he is concerned, God killed His Son 
for no good reason. Thus equates God with 
the devil (John 8:44). There is hope for one 
only as he cries “God be merciful to me a 
sinner” as if he were the only sinner in 
the world (Luke 18:13).

By Jim Griffith

If Christian joy is contagious as 
many have reason to believe it is, then 
it would be a good thing in these 
troubled times if more people could 
come down with a good case of it.

It is said that both enthusiasm and 
pessimism are contagious. Therefore, 
the question is: which one do you 
spread?

Nothing would be more beneficial 
than remembering that the Bible— 
God’s Word—contains a message of 
strength and joy for every person, a 
solution to every problem, and a Way 
through every dark valley.

However, the problem is that some 
do not move enough to find the way. 
Almost every church has within its 
membership some U.F.O.’s—Uncom­
mitted Free-loading Onlookers.

But the demands of our day suggest 
that instead of looking on, we need to 
look up and look lively.

Subscribe Now To
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Devotional

The Magic World Of Childhood

Carolyn Tomlin

Proverbs 22:6 
By Carolyn Tomlin

One of the greatest gifts parents can give 
their children is a wonderful collection of 
memories that stem from a happy child­

hood. When we as adults 
think back to our own 
tender years, what is it 
we remember most? It is 
not something which cost 
a great deal of money, or 
took a lot of planning; 
but the simple, down-to- 
earth enjoyment of ev­
eryday things.

One of my pleasant 
memories was playing 
under the large sheets

which my mother, much to her distress, 
hung on the line to dry on a hot summer 
morning. Another is placing my small hand 
in that of my father’s large one and walk­
ing to the neighborhood store after dark.

We couldn’t wait until the month of May 
because that was the official time to shed 
shoes and feel the new green grass beneath 
our toes. Warm, lazy nights of summer were 
used for catching the millions of lightning 
bugs just waiting to be put in blue and 
brown medicine bottles collected throughout 
the year. I insisted that we release them 
later.

I hope that my own two children can 
look back to this childhood and have pleas­
ant memories like those I treasure. A few 
days ago, I saw our son stripped down to a 
pair of cut-off blue jeans and void of shoes. 
With happy thoughts circling in his mind of 
a tempting creek and hanging ropes con­
necting the banks. Only one needed com­
panion, his Irish Setter dog.

Dozens of cats have found homes at our 
house during the past fifteen years. Al­
though, when we married, my husband said, 
“If it’s one thing we will never have, it will 
be a cat.” Many times I have seen our 
daughter rocking a kitten. Contentment on 
both faces. Good for her—good for the cat.

As a kindergarten teacher in public 
school, so often I see children who seem to 
be in the way at home, unloved, unwanted. 
I believe it is every child’s inherent right, 
given by God Himself, to grow in a world 
that is unhurried, free from pressures and 
stress. Because childhood is such a magic 
place, that once you leave you can never 
return again. Let us as parents give our sons 
and daughters day of laughter and sunshine 
on which to build lasting memories for the 
long responsible adult years which follow.

(Editor’s Note: Mrs. Tomlin is a kindergarten 
teacher at Selmer Elementary School, Selmer, and 
wife of the pastor of First Baptist Church, Selmer.)
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Baptist Commissioner 
Works For Prison Reform

By Jim Newton
It was an exciting week for Edward Le- 

Roy Leonard, an inmate in the Tennessee 
State prison serving a 99-year sentence for 
murder.

Not only was he to see his 21-year-old 
son for the first time in 18 years, but he was 
accompanied on the trip from the state 
prison in Nashville to Memphis by State 
Corrections Commissioner Mark Luttrell 
and Mrs. Luttrell.

Luttrell, a Southern Baptist layman, was 
going to Memphis to attend the Republican 
Governor’s conference. During the week 
he introduced prisoner Leonard to Tennes­
see Gov. Winfield Dunn during the dedica­
tion service of Transition House, a Memphis 
halfway house for inmates.

The governor was not aware that the 
thin, neatly dressed man was a “trusty” at 
the state prison.

The story of how Leonard came to be in 
Memphis that week is a vivid testimony of 
the kind of compassionate concern Luttrell 
demonstrates for the inmates in the Tennes­
see prison system.

The commissioner wanted to help when 
he heard that Leonard’s son was having 
serious psychological problems because he 
had just learned that his real father was in 
prison on a murder charge, and that his 
step-father was not his real father.

Luttrell took the responsibility for 
Leonard. He trusted him, telling Leonard 
plainly that he knew he would not run off, 
because Leonard could escape any day he 
wanted to from the main prison in Nashville 
where he works at the prison checkpoint 
entrance.

The reconciliation between father and son 
in Memphis that week apparently helped to 
clear up the young man’s problems. “My 
son liked me right off,” Leonard said. And 
after their three-day visit, his son told him, 
“After 15 years in prison, I believe you’ve 
paid for what you did. The future is what 
counts now.”

Leonard later described Luttrell as “the 
most wonderful man I’ve ever known . . . 
He is the best corrections commissioner 
we’ve ever had, and I’ve been here through 
four or five commissioners.”

Because of Luttrell’s concern for the 
prisoner’s plight, some inmates have de­
scribed him as “a convict’s commissioner.”

Luttrell, they say, cares about people. He 
carries a burden for bringing about change 
in the state’s outdated and inadequate 
prison system, trying to improve the in­
mate’s situation from within the system.

Though he will work day and night to 
achieve his goals, he’s never too busy to lis­
ten to an inmate’s problems.

Although he is noted for his compas­
sion, Luttrell can also be tough when the 

situation demands it, and the inmates re­
spect him for it.

A fellow member of Luttrell’s Sunday 
School class at Immanuel Baptist Church in 
Nashville said, “He represents Christian 
dedication through his work in a finer way 
than anyone I know, including pastors and 
missionaries. He is deeply committed to 
carrying out his faith in his daily work. He 
is able to communicate a real virility, 
coupled with great compassion and kind­
ness.

Luttrell’s pastor described him as an ac­
tive member who wears his religion well. 
“It’s not for show. He’s sincerely interested 
in all we’re trying to do through the 
church.”

Pastor Gaye McGlothlen said Luttrell had 
recently been elected a deacon and last year 
was arrangements chairman for a lay re­
newal weekend led by the Southern Baptist 
Home Mission Board’s division of evange­
lism.

Like most of the more progressive advo­
cates of corrections reform, Luttrell firmly 
believes in a decentralized, community cor­
rections system, where penal institutions 
are located in major population centers 
rather than remote isolated regions.

Most of the inmates come from the cities, 
not isolated areas. He believes rehabilitation 
is better accomplished when the prisoner 
has contact with the free world, has support 
from his family, interested and concerned 
citizens, and friends.

“Punishment alone is not likely to help 
motivate a man to improve himself. The 
ideal thing is for an inmate to walk out of 
prison a better man—better prepared to 
withstand temptations, realizing that the 
type of life he lived before is for the birds,” 
Luttrell explained.

Commissioner Luttrell tries to stress the 
need to help inmates develop a better 
self-concept so that the convicts will see 
themselves “as one of God’s creatures with 
worth and potential,” even though they are 
in prison.

Unfortunately, the average citizen does 
not see this as the major purpose for most 
prisons, but the percentage of people who 
want the prisoner punished, not re­
habilitated, seems, to be lessening, Luttrell 
said optimistically.

Luttrell said he feels the best hope for 
rehabilitating an inmate is for Christian peo­
ple to take a personal interest in him, visit 
him, and try to help him adjust to society.

The commissioner feels he still has a large 
task ahead of him. He wants to see the con­
cept of regional correctional institutions be­
come a realty in Tennessee and to decen­
tralize the main prison in Nashville. He 
would also like to make the department

| cXpril 21 Is s =
Cooperative

I ^Program “Day

All Baptists need to know about the 
work of their denomination and especially 
the Cooperative Program, the lifeline of 
Southern Baptists. This is why a Coopera­
tive Program Day is observed by churches 
throughout the Southern Baptist Convention 
as a mid-year emphasis on the importance 
and need for the Cooperative Program. It 
is a time to inform church members as well 
as to challenge them to personal mission 
commitment and prayer for the people 
and causes supported by the Cooperative 
Program and the people ministered to 
through the Cooperative Program.

Cooperative Program Day will be ob­
served in most churches in the Southern 
Baptist Convention this year on April 21. 
The Cooperative Program theme is “Opera­
tion One: One Lord, One Mission, One 
People . . . Our Key to Sharing His Love.” 
Sample packets of materials for use in sup­
port of this emphasis have been mailed to 
all pastors and church stewardship chair­
men. Additional copies of these materials 
may be ordered from the stewardship office 
of our state convention.

Be sure your church plans to observe 
Cooperative Program Day, Sunday, April 
21. Pray for our world mission program at 
home and around the world.

treatment programs as effective as possible, 
and to “enlist as many interested, compas­
sionate and concerned citizens as possible 
and put them in touch with prisoners.

“I could put 100 Christian men in touch 
with 100 inmates and boys immediately, and 
not only would the inmates benefit, but ev­
ery one of the Christian men would grow 
spiritually,” he said.

Luttrell feels that, unfortunately, he does 
not have as much support in his goals from 
the religious community as there ought to 
be. Not many Southern Baptists are con­
cerned enough to do anything about it, 
he admitted.

Mark Luttrell obviously is not only con­
cerned, but is doing something about his 
concerns.

And in doing so he has personified the 
compassion of Jesus Christ, who came “to 
preach the gospel to the poor, ... to heal 
the broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to 
the captives, and recovering of sight to the 
blind, to set at liberty them that are 
bruised.” (Luke 4:18, KJV)
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Uniting For Strength:
Tennessee Baptist Convention 1874

For forty-one years Tennessee Baptists had been attempt­
ing to find a way to cooperate and work together as a denomi­
nation or a democracy of local churches. They had organized 
a convention in 1833, but it was subjected to vicious at­
tacks and was changed into a General Association in 1942. 
This change resulted in three organizations: The General 
Association of East Tennessee Baptists, The General Associ­
ation of Baptists in Middle Tennessee and North Alabama, 
and the West Tennessee Baptist Convention. Each of these 
met separately and carried on their own programs. They 
kept in communication through messengers appointed by 
each body to attend the meetings of the others.

The Civil War brought great losses to Tennessee Baptists. 
Many churches were destroyed. Both colleges, Mossy Creek, 
Jefferson City, and Union University, Murfreesboro, were oc­
cupied, the buildings ruined, and the libraries and all fur­
niture and equipment carried away. During this period 
there was much loss through the scattering of congregations 
and the lack of pastors to lead the churches.

After the War, the period of Reconstruction was another 
time of trial. Union University was started again at Mur­
freesboro but had to close in 1873 due to financial problems 
brought to a crisis by the loss of students from an epidemic 
of cholera. There was also a financial crisis in the nation. 
It had become apparent that Tennessee Baptists must unite 
if they were ever going to have sufficient resources to carry on 
a worthy missions program or to support an educational in­
stitution that could be permanent and provide the type of 
education they desired for their young people.

Just nine years after the Civil War had ended they were 
ready to consider this matter seriously. Opposition had died 
out, and the theological controversies had subsided. The 
churches which had survived and grown were the missionary 
Baptist group which were progressive in spirit and had a 
burning desire to evangelize Tennessee.

All three of the organizations in the divisions of the state 
appointed committees in 1873 to confer. They were to 
consider the best means of unifying the Baptists of the state 
and bringing them into closer cooperation.

These committees met in Humboldt. After mature delib­
eration and thorough evaluation they recommended call­
ing a convention of the Baptists in the state to meet in 
Murfreesboro on Friday before the second Sunday in April, 
1874, “to consider our state denominational interests.” The 
committee reporting to the East Tennessee Baptist General 
Association said: “Your committee regards the unification of 
Baptists in our state as vitally important to the success of our 
cause, and until we do come together we cannot take our 
place by the side of our brethren of other states.”

The meeting was held on April 10-11, 1874, in the First 

Baptist Church in Murfreesboro. The convention was for­
mally organized in the afternoon session of April 10, 1874. 
The constitution was adopted at this time. It defined the 
nature of the convention and set up the Boards that were 
to be in charge of the work. The next day the convention 
elected the Boards and their officers. It also took up the 
matter of starting a new college. Plans had been discussed 
to create a university that would seek to enlist the co­
operation of more than one state.

A co Hill ittee was appointed to work out the details and
choose a site for the university. This resulted in the forma­
tion of Southwestern Baptist University at Jackson which 
was organized later and whose name was changed to Union
University in 1907.

This is the Centennial year, and the Centennial Co: iiih ittee,
appointed by the State Convention has planned a special pro­
gram at Murfreesboro on Thursday, April 11, 1974. This is 
to unveil a historical marker which is being placed adjacent 
to the First Baptist Church at Murfreesboro.

It is in uniform style with other state historical markers 
which mark places of outstanding interest in the state. The 
special service will be held at the site on the anniversary 
date of the second day of the organization of the convention 
in 1874.

Everyone is invited to attend this special service which will 
actually mark the beginning of the second century of organ­
ized Tennessee Baptist Convention life.—W. Fred Kendall, 
former Executive Secretary-Treasurer, TBC

Just A Minute
“Preacher, I enjoyed your sermon” is what most pastors 

hear many times each Sunday morning as they stand at the 
church door to shake hands with departing worshippers. 
And usually each time the preacher nods his appreciation, 
for he knows that he is receiving from some sincere mem­
ber an intended compliment.

All of which has set me to thinking about the purpose 
of preaching. Are sermons preached to be enjoyed? Or 
are they preached to explain eternal truth, to bring con­
viction for sin and lead to repentance, to help produce 
deeper dedication of life and new commitment to service, 
to help the hearers to have faith in God and in Christ?

Tastes vary greatly in sermons and in styles of preach­
ing. Probably no preacher could please everybody in his 
congregation with the same sermon. Suppose you didn’t 
“enjoy” it.

The question really is not whether you enjoyed the ser­
mon or not.

The question is whether you will be different because 
you heard it.—Jack L. Gritz, editor, The Baptist Message, 
Okla.
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R. A. Congress Schedules
ClarksvilleTwin Sessions In

Nineteen program personalities will share 
their work of various phases of mission 
emphases at the 20th Royal Ambassador 
Congress, April 12-13. The event, to be held 
at First Church, Clarksville, is sponsored by 
the State Brotherhood Department of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention and the Cum­
berland Baptist Association.

For the first time in the history of the 
Congress, two sessions will be held simul­
taneously, one for Crusaders (grades 1-6) 
and one for Pioneers (grades 7-12).

Featured speakers and leaders will in­
clude: James Gibson, missionary to Tan­
zania; Fred Hawkins, missionary to Brazil; 
David Coleman, missionary to Rhodesia; 
Jarvis Hearn, missionary to the deaf, Knox­
ville; Fred Dies, United Tennessee League; 
Duane Highlander, Christian Social Minis­
tries, Chattanooga; Lacy Freeman, Robert­
son Association superintendent of missions; 
and Mike Prowse, William Carey Associa­
tion superintendent of missions. Also on the 
program will be: Ed Byers, missionary to 
New Mexico; Matt Nevels, educational di­
rector, Hamilton County Association; Bill 
Morris, minister of music, First Church, 
Clarksville; Frank Marshall, minister of 
music, Belmont Heights Church, Nashville; 
Bob Norman, pastor, Belmont Heights 
Church, Nashville; and Paul Hall, associate, 
State Missions Department. Four U.S. Army 
Chaplains assigned to Fort Campbell, Ken-

Indonesian Baptists See 
Literature. Sales Double

BANDUNG, Indonesia—Indonesian peo­
ple are buying Christian books, accord­
ing to the 1973 sales figures of the Baptist 
Literature Society here.

Sales for 1973 were up 50 percent over 
1972 and five times as many publications 
were sold in 1973 as five years earlier in 
1969.

Biblical coloring books, story collections, 
comic books and biographies of Asian 
Christian leaders were among books recent­
ly published by the society.

For the fifth consecutive year, a collection 
of youth choruses was the year’s overall best 
seller. In the top ten were three music 
books, two Old Testament comic books, two 
children’s books, a translation of Billy Gra­
ham’s The Secret of Happiness and a book 
for new Christians.

The Practical Bible Encyclopedia by 
Southern Baptist missionary William N. Mc­
Elrath and Indonesian pastor Billy Mathias 
placed sixth in 1973 sales, even though it 
was not published until July.

One-fourth of the year’s sales came from 
comic, picture and coloring books and other 
simple literature.

tucky, will also appear. They include George 
Ormsbee, Lindell E. Anderson, John M. 
Allen, and Robert D. Daniell. William High­
smith is Royal Ambassador secretary for the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention.

Royal Ambassador officers scheduled to 
preside at the sessions are president Jimmy 
Myers, vice-president Larry Holt, and sec­
retary Ricky Stacy.

Special program features scheduled for 
the 1974 Congress are a parade through 
downtown Clarksville on Friday afternoon,

Life Commitment Month, Church 
Vocations Sunday Planned In April

NASHVILLE—Churches throughout the 
Southern Baptist Convention will be observ­
ing Life Commitment Month in April and 
Church Vocations Sunday, April 28.

Theme for the 1974 observance is 
“Equipped with the Word,” which supports 
the denominational theme for the year, 
“Share the Word Now.”

The April observance will deal with the 
need for persons interested in church vo­
cations to receive proper education.

According to Alice Magill, vocational 
guidance specialist at the Southern Baptist 
Sunday School Board, many youth and 
young adults are following God’s leadership 
into church vocations. These include high 
school youth, college students and many 
adults already in the working world.

“Many of these church vocations volun­
teers are anxious to get on with their life 
and are by-passing education for involve­
ment in the ministry,” continues Mrs. Ma­
gill. “However, involvement and education 
should run concurrently. Involvement can 
give purpose to education, but involvement 
is limited without education.”

Theological education is a necessity for 
the minister who must speak to the spiritual 
needs of today’s congregation with its varied 
backgrounds, education and experiences.

“In order to share the Word effectively 
in a church vocation, the minister must 
know the Word,” says Mrs. Magill. “There­
fore, the emphasis this year is on theological 
education for those persons preparing for 
church vocations.”

The biblical basis for this emphasis is 
Paul’s admonition to Timothy—“Study to 
shew thyself approved unto God, a work­
man that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 
dividing the word of truth” (II Timothy 2: 
15).

The church is not responsible simply for 

a pinewood derby for boys in grades 4-9, a 
mission fair with 24 booths portraying the 
total R.A. program, a speak-out contest and 
project display, and a tour to Fort Camp­
bell army facilities. A boat show and dem­
onstration on the Cumberland River will 
be held at 5:30 p.m. Friday. The annual 
Parade of the Flags ceremony will be held 
Friday night.

The crusader congress session will end 
Saturday morning following the presenta­
tion of the musical “Cool In The Furnace,” 
by the junior high choir from the Nash­
ville Belmont Heights Church, and a call to 
missions by Norman. “The Majority,” a 
singing group from First Church, Clarksville, 
will present a musical for the pioneer con­
gress followed by a call to missions by High­
smith.

a climate which is conducive for an affirm­
ative response of church members to the 
call of God to church vocations. It is re­
sponsible for guiding these church vocations 
volunteers during their years of preparation 
for their tasks.

Church vocations volunteers have many 
questions and many of these relate to theo­
logical education. Fellow Christians and 
church leaders are responsible for helping 
these volunteers find proper answers to their 
questions. In an effort to guide and en­
courage persons interested in church vo­
cations, the board’s vocational guidance 
program provides free materials and serv­
ices.

Persons interested in obtaining materials 
offered in vocational guidance by the board 
should write: Vocational Guidance, 127 
Ninth Ave., North, Nashville, Tenn. 37234.

Senior Day Set 
At Union April 5

Union University’s Campus Day for 
senior high students throughout West Ten­
nessee will be held April 5, according to 
Milburn Blanton, director of admissions and 
coordinator for the event.

The students will be given guided tours 
of the campus by members of the college’s 
Student Foundation. Other activities sched­
uled include a stage band combo perform­
ance, a concert by the University Singers, a 
panel discussion, a presentation by the 
Proclamation music group, and an exhibition 
baseball game by the Union Bulldogs.

Activities will begin at 9:15 a.m. and con­
clude following the baseball game at 3:00 
p.m.
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The Christian And The Occult:

WOTCHCRAFT
By Bill Viser

Viser

A high school student in Ft. Worth, Tex­
as is found in the school science lab­
oratory practicing her withcraft in an ex­
periment.

In a small town not 
too many miles distant, a 
high school teacher (a 
self-proclaimed witch) 
prepares to lead the class 
to study and perform 
Arthur Miller’s “The 
Crucible,” a drama of 
the Salem witch trials.

Two Minneapolis 
witches bind their wrists 
together with cord to be­
come man and wife. 
They claim the ceremony 

to be the first public witch wedding in 
modern history.

Los Angeles, California has its “Official 
Witch of Los Angeles” appointed by the 
Board of Supervisors. A gathering in the 
Hollywood Bowl gives her a chance to take 
part in the program by casting a spell over 
11,000 people. When the city tries to take 
away her title some time later, she threatens 
to use her powers for evil against the coun­
ty. The county lets her keep her title.

“The Los Angeles Times” has reported 
that whole villages in Russia have been tak­
en over by witchcraft and wizardry.

Thirty thousand or more witches practive 
witchcraft in Great Britain, and the num­
ber of practicing witches in America has 
been figured to be as many as 100,000.

A Beginning
Authorities differ as to the beginning of 

witchcraft.
Some say it began with the Stone Age 

enjoying widespread acceptance until the 
17th century persecution robbed its ranks of 
from 300,000 to 2,000,000 men and women 
executed at witches.

Others say it has no such roots, but is to 
be regarded as a scientific skill, perhaps 
even one with revolutionary, psychological 
or social implications.

Regardless of the variety of opinions re­
garding its origin, witchcraft is very much 
a force to be reckoned with.

A Religion?

Many of those involved in witchcraft 
claim it as a religion, referring to it as 
“The Old Religion.” They claim that classi­
fication by pointing to its roots as a nature 

religion reaching back to the dawn of civi­
lization. In fact, occult practitioners in New 
York City are demanding that civil rights 
legislation be extended to protect witch­
craft as a formal religion.

A Difference?
Certain aspects of witchcraft help distin­

guish it from other areas of the occult. A 
few of these are (1) All Satanists are witches 
(magicians or black witches), magic is em­
ployed freely and may be considered essen­
tial to the service. However, all witches are 
not necessarily Satanists. (2) Witchcraft can 
further be distinguished by its division into 
those witches practicing white magic (deriv­
ing their presumed power from beneficial 
forces of nature to use in an effort to heal, 
resolve disputes and achieve good for oth­
ers) and those practicing black magic (invok­
ing power from Satan to benefit self by at­
tempting to acquire something or by casting 
an evil spell upon an enemy).

A Contrast
Although many involved in witchcraft say 

it does nothing to mock the church, the 
evidence does not bear this out. Ritual de­
mands that witches work naked in order to 
make maximum use of the power residing 
within their bodies. Charms are used as are 
images to bring harm to certain individuals. 
Witches involved in white magic place their 
faith in a human agent or something else.

A Judgement
The Bible is not silent on the subject of 

witchcraft and speaks concerning it warning 
of its evil. Pharaoh’s magicians performed 
supernatural feats (Ex. 7-11 and 2 Tim. 3:8) 
as did the magicians in Babylon (Dan. 1:20; 
2:2,27; 4:7,9; 5:11). The witch invoking oc­
cult powers yields her body to the Devil. 
Many examples of bewitched people are in 
the Bible; Simon of Samaria (Acts 8:9), Bar- 
Jesus the sorcerer (Acts 13:8-10), etc. 1 Cor. 
12:10 warns us to discern spirits. We can 
avoid them by maintaining strict adherence 
to the Word of God. (Eph. 6:11-18) for the 
acid test of all spirits is the person of full 
salvation of Christ (1 John 4:1-3). The evi­
dence is plain to see that this evil must be 
avoided.

(Editor’s Note: Viser is a student at South­
western Baptist Theological Seminary. This is 
the fifth article in a series of seven. Questions 
and comments may be sent to him at 1809 
J. T. Luther Dr., Apt. H, Fort Worth, Texas 
76115.)

Senior Adult
Conferences Slated

NASHVILLE—Two conferences for 
senior adults are scheduled this year at 
Ridgecrest (N.C.) Baptist Conference Cen­
ter.

First, the Senior Adult Conference this 
summer will be Aug. 24-29, sponsored by 
the Sunday School department of the South­
ern Baptist Sunday School Board. It is the 
first week long summer conference to be 
offered for senior adults at either Ridgecrest 
or Glorieta Baptist conference centers.

In the fall the third annual Ridgecrest 
Chautauqua will be held Oct. 15-18. The 
board’s church training department spon­
sors this conference.

The program of the Aug. 24-29 Senior 
Adult Conference will feature multiple Bi­
ble study groups and will be highlighted by 
daily worship services with senior adults 
playing a major part.

Morning conferences will include small 
group meetings for learning how to be a 
more responsible member of the Sunday 
School and church. These sessions will in 
the areas of outreach, lesson preparation, 
ministry, witnessing, visitation and spiritual 
growth.

Afternoons may be spent in recreation ac­
tivities or special interest workshops related 
to adjustment and changes in retirement 
years.

Also conferences will be available for 
persons interested in improving their skills 
as workers in church training.

“Christian Discipleship in the Senior 
Years” is the theme for the Ridgecrest 
Chautauqua, Oct. 15-18. The program of­
fers opportunities for worship, Bible study 
and training in leadership skills. Many pro­
gram personalities are senior adults.

Chautauqua begins with dinner Tuesday 
night and closes with a banquet breakfast 
Friday.

Fellowship will be an important part of 
both conferences.

For reservations to the Senior Adult Con­
ference, Aug. 24-29, write to Reservations, 
Ridgecrest Baptist Conference Center, Box 
128, Ridgecrest, N.C. 28770.

To register for Ridgecrest Chautauqua, 
Oct. 15-18, send $10 for each conferee to 
Ken McAnear, manager, Ridgecrest Bap­
tist Conference Center, Ridgecrest, N.C. 
28770.

FOR SALE: NEW AND USED 
SCHOOL BUSES 

Post and Co.
24th Street-Knoxville, Tenn. 37921 

Phone: 615:523-2103
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UNIFORM SERIES
Sunday School Lesson For Sunday, April 7,1974

Serving In Supportive Roles
Background Scripture: Acts 9:1-43

By Dr. Herbert C. Gabhart, President, Belmont College, Nashville
Scripture Lesson: Acts 9:10-17, 23-30
Memory Verse: “For as we have many members in one body, and all members have 

not the same office: So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one 
members one of another.” Romans 12:4-5

It is impossible for everyone to be either 
on the first team or to serve as captain of a 
team. Some must be willing to take a secon­

dary role. As a familiar 
saying goes, “There must 
not be too many chiefs if 
there is to be enough 
Indians.” A supportive 
role is not an insignifi­
cant role.

No Christian can lay 
claim to being a self- 
m a d e, self-contained, 
self-sufficient person. 
There is no such thing as

Gabhart a self-made man or 
Christian. We are all a 

part of everyone with whom we have as­
sociated. We all need others. This was true 
even of a multi-talented man like Saul. Even 
though he was a man deeply committed to 
his task, endowed with good mental capabili­
ties and a leader of men, he stood constantly 
in need of supportive assistance. He could 
not have made it without his helpers and 
what if they had failed him at this crucial 
time in his life? In our lesson for today we 
find two individuals, Ananias and Barnabas, 
and two unidentified groups who were in­
strumental in getting Saul, later to be known 
as Paul, started on his great career for 
Christ.

Ananias, a Follower of Jesus
Saul, who watched the martyrdom of 

Stephen, immediately turned his attention 
to persecuting the Christians. In Acts 9:1 
we are told that Saul “yet breathing out 
threatenings and slaughter against the dis­
ciples of the Lord went to the high priest” 
in order to secure official authority that he 
might bring any found in similar commit­
ment bound unto Jerusalem. However, God 
had other plans for this Christian-hater. 
Blocking Saul’s path on the way to Da­
mascus, God confronted him with a pierc­
ing question which left Saul blinded for 
three days. But Ananias, a faithful follower 
in Damascus was willing to play a suppor­
tive role by carrying out the assignment and 
delivering the specific message which God 
gave to him in a vision. Consternation and 
awe filled Ananias’ mind and heart as a 
result of Saul’s reputation, but he did not 
question God’s command and explanation 
and went to the assistance of Saul. He 
found Saul receptive and in need of 

assurance and provided that assurance 
when he conveyed to Saul that the same 
Jesus who had appeared to him on the Da­
mascus road had appeared also to Ananias. 
No Biblical reference other than this epi­
sode mentions the name of Ananias. He 
came on the scene at the most crucial time 
in Saul’s life and, risking his own life to 
be Christ’s instrument in the life of Saul, he 
passes from the scene, but not before seiz­
ing his opportunity for service and playing 
well his supportive role.

Unknown Disciples in Damascus
Saul needed much help while in Damas­

cus. He had difficulties right from the start. 
He was a person who would attack things 
head-on and usually got similar treatment. 
Turning from one persecuting those who fol­
lowed Christ to one proclaiming Jesus as the 
Christ, the Son of God, Saul found that his 
people in that city couldn’t understand the 
change and eventually created serious op­
position. The Jews decided to kill him. 
Somehow and through someone Saul heard 
of their plot and while the Jews guarded 
the gates of the city some unknown disciples 
lowered him over the wall in a basket (Acts 
9:24-25).

These unnamed believers were active in a 
behind-the-scenes drama that cast them into 
a most significant supportive role. Though 
seemingly insignificant due to their anonym­
ity they were most significant to God in 
His plan for Saul’s life in the service of 
Christ. It is wrong to ever downplay the 
importance of any act of Christian service, 
for no chain is stronger than its “weakest” 
link . . . and the use of the chain is de­
termined by the strength of its weakest link.

Barnabas, a Spirit-filled Teacher
Having escaped from Damascus, Paul 

moved on to Jerusalem and talked with 
Peter and James about his experience with 
Christ and the taking of the gospel to the 
Gentiles. The Christian circle in Jerusalem 
knew of Saul’s fierce reputation and their 
fear of him was natural and reasonable. He 
came to them with the blood of their 
brothers on his hands. They were not sure 
he could be trusted. The hostility against 
him grew to the point that someone had to 
step forward and vouch for him. Someone 
was needed to bring love and healing where 
distrust and suspicion were in evidence and 
Barnabas was just the right person at the

New Books
Plain Talk on Prayer by Manford G. 

Gutzke, Baker, paperback, 182 pp., $2.95. 
The book speaks in plain language about 
prayer. The practical rather than the theo­
retical is emphasized.

Church Property/Building Guidebook, 
Compiled by T. Lee Anderton, Convention 
Press, paperback, 188 pp. A must for the 
planning process and committee organiza­
tion for a building program.

Falling Walls by Fred L. Fisher, Con­
vention Press, paperback, 122 pp. Teaches 
the doctrine of reconciliation new church 
study course.

right time. “He was a good man, full of the 
Holy Spirit and of faith” (Acts 11:24). He 
stood by and spoke well of Saul and Saul 
was given fellowship with the Christians in 
Jerusalem. With this fellowship acceptance 
Saul began his aggressive witness to Christ. 
He spoke boldly to the Jews in the syna­
gogues.

Unknown Brethren in Jerusalem
Soon, however, Saul’s speaking and dis­

puting in the synagogues aroused fierce op­
position. To the Jews of Greek-speaking 
background, he appeared to be a traitor. He 
seemed to have turned his back on them 
and they decided to kill him. Here again 
help was needed and help came to him. This 
time some unknown brethren of Jerusalem 
took him down to Caesarea and sent him 
forth to Tarsus. Did they buy him a one­
way ticket so that their work could go on 
unimpeded? Maybe, because Saul had a way 
of creating resentment and ill-will by his 
hard-hitting forthrightness and frankness. 
Regardless of whatever the answer to that 
question might be, the main point here is 
that there were seemingly insignificant indi­
viduals playing a most significant supportive 
role in the life of Saul at a most crucial 
time without which the entire course of 
Saul’s life would have been changed.

And so Ananias, the unknown disciples 
in Damascus, Barnabas and the unknown 
brethren at Jerusalem played a most vital 
role at a most vital time in the life of Saul 
and the early Christian churches. There 
must be people today in the churches who 
will not despair at doing seemingly trivial 
tasks of a supportive nature. New converts 
need assurance and assistance which might 
take the form of a sponsorship program. 
Practical and timely deeds which may go 
unnoticed and remain forever in the cav­
erns of anonymity need to be done by those 
who may be classified as “reserves.”

Most every church is in need of someone 
to bring love and healing to play upon frac­
tures within its fellowship. Many times the 
out-in-front, first team individuals are in 
need, at a most crucial time, of someone to 
lend a helping hand. No church is so well- 
staffed or so well-organized that it can af­
ford to neglect involving each member eith­
er in a strategic or a supportive role.
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Tep^esseeNe^sBriefs
James A. Gammon was ordained to the 

gospel ministry by the Chestnut Grove 
Church, Bledsoe Association. Gammon has 
been called as pastor of the Upper Helton 
Church in Alexandria. Forrest Creekmore, 
Chestnut Grove pastor, brought the charge 
to the church; and Fred Johnson, pastor 
of Page Heights Church, Goodlettsville, 
brought the charge to the candidate. Jack 
Goodwin, Louisville, Ky., preached the ordi­
nation sermon.

Gallaher Memorial Church, Knox As­
sociation, licensed David Elam to preach. 
Elam is a freshman at Carson-Newman 
College. James Akin is pastor.

The 18th anniversary of Pastor Arthur B. 
Griffin was observed by the Belmont Heights 
Church, Knoxville, recently. The pastor 
came to the church from Bluff City, Tenn. 
He is a former pastor of Woodlawn Church, 
Bristol, and Calvary Church, Erwin.

The pastor of Pleasant Ridge Church, 
William Carey Association, Jerry McGehee 
and his wife, celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary recently. A reception was held 
at their home.

Other Happenings
John D. Lasater, son of Rev. and Mrs. 

O. W. Lasater, Mt. Juliet, has been elected 
president of the Belmont College Student 
Government Association for 1974-75 by the 
school’s student body. Elected to serve with 
Lasater were James T. Foote, Jackson 
vice president; Becky Speck, Lebanon, sec­
retary; Claude Vernon King, Murfreesboro, 
director of finance; Hamilton S. Burnett III, 
Knoxville, director of social activities; Gail 
Griffith, Nashville, director of publications; 
and Carol Anderson, Murfreesboro, director 
of religious activities.

A Nashville First Baptist Church mem­
ber, Anne Alexander, has been awarded a 
merit scholarship to St. Andrews College in 
Laurinburg, N.C. She was selected to com­
pete with 30 other high school seniors in the 
United States. The scholarship carries with 
it a $2000 yearly stipend renewable annual­
ly* _______

Marsha Steakley, a member of First 
Church, Winchester, was named Miss Mid­
dle Tennessee State University and will enter 
the Miss Tennessee pageant in June. She is 
in the nursing program at M.T.S.U.

BOWLING UNITED INDUSTRIES, INC.

In the Chilhowee Association, Pastor W. 
L. Henderson has moved into the newly 
decorated pastorium. He serves Zion 
Chapel. Wildwood Church has constructed 
a new educational building. F. L. Fuller is 
pastor. Stock Creek Church held its first 
services in the new auditorium which was 
enlarged and renovated throughout at a cost 
of $70,000. The nursery was also renovated, 
and a new pastor’s study was provided. 
James Lauderback is pastor.

Macedonia Church, Lawrence County As­
sociation, is remodeling the entire building.

R. G. Bouldin, father of Don Bouldin, 
pastor of First Church, Columbia, died in 
Waco, Tex. last month.

Mrs. Stella Craft Naive, a charter mem­
ber of Grace Baptist Church, Nashville, died 
March 19. She was a teacher of the Home­
maker’s Class which was organized in 1937 
until poor health made it necessary for her 
to retire as the teacher. She is survived by 
three sons, Herman Lee Naive, St. Louis, 
Mo.; W. Thomas and John B. Naive, both 
of Paducah, Ky.

Meridian Church, Knoxville, 
To Observe Centennial

Meridian Church, Knoxville, plans to ob­
serve its 100th anniversary in special serv­
ices April 21-24. Wilson Lonas, as well as 
other former pastors, plans to participate in 
the celebration.

Organized on April 12, 1874 with 27 
charter members, the church now has a 
membership of 1400.

A pageant depicting 100 years of service 
will be presented at the evening worship 
service on April 21 and again on Tuesday 
evening, April 23. Both events will be held 
in the outside recreational area. The morn­
ing message on April 21 will be brought by 
former pastor Robert P. Hamby. Dinner on 
the grounds will follow the morning serv­
ice.

Former ministers of music will also have 
a part. Monday will be a time for informal 
singing and special recognition of former 
members.

Elmer Foust, pastor, Spring Creek Road 
Church, Chattanooga, is scheduled to bring 
the message on Wednesday.

Two Tennesseans, Timothy I. Alexander 
and Elmer Cole, were named to the dean’s 
list for the first semester at Baptist Bible 
Institute in Graceville, Fla. Each is working 
toward the three-year diploma in theology 
at the Florida Baptist Convention school. 
Alexander is from Knoxville, and Cole 
comes from Lawrenceburg.

Jerry Harper, director of international 
programs at Carson-Newman College, has

LEADERSHIP CHANGES
Westview Church, Kingston Springs, 

called W. Lenard Measures as pastor. Mea­
sures comes to the new field from Benton 
Avenue Chapel in Nashville, a mission of 
Judson Church. He is already on the field.

Spears

J. Roland Spears has 
been called as pastor of 
the Ebenezer Church in 
East Knox County. He 
will serve as the church’s 
first resident pastor in its 
80-year history. A grad­
uate of Houston Baptist 
University and South­
western Baptist Theolog­
ical Seminary, he has 
served churches in Texas 
for 17 years and worked 
in the Missions Depart­

ment of the Arkansas Baptist Convention 
for one year.

Zion Church, Powell, called Marvin Wol- 
fenbarger as minister of music. He is al­
ready on the field.

New pastors in Lawrence County Associ­
ation are Robert Bevis at Iron City Church 
and James Henson at Eva’s Chapel.

In William Carey Association, Don Boy­
ette will come as pastor of West End Church 
on April 11. He comes from Georgia.

Gainesboro Church, Stone Association, 
called Harold Hawkins as pastor. He is al­
ready on the field. Eugene Schmid resigned 
as pastor of West View Church and moved 
to Round Lick Church in Watertown.

In Chilhowee Association, B. C. Crisp 
was called as pastor of Ellejoy Church; and 
Herbert T. McKeehan is the new pastor 
at Lake view. Arthur Bruner has resigned 
from Cedar Grove Church, effective April 
13, to accept a position with Northside 
Church, Chattanooga. He was at Cedar 
Grove for 12 years. Ted L. Huckaby has 
resigned the Everett Hills Church to ac­
cept a call to the John Sevier Church in 
Knox County. Broadway Church called 
Richard Bonds as minister of music and edu­
cation. Raymond Smith is pastor.

Robert G. Capra, Southern Baptist Con­
vention Stewardship Commission, is serving 
as interim pastor of Bellevue Church, Nash­
ville Association.

announced that the annual $500 scholar­
ship to be applied toward a program of 
“The Experiment in International Living” 
has been awarded to Janet M. Ford. She 
will participate in an experiment program in 
Germany this summer consisting of living 
with a German family for a month, fol­
lowed by two weeks’ travel in the country.
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Music Premieres,
New Hymnal To Bow In Dallas

music and worship, and instrumental music. 
New materials and methods in church 
music will be exhibited.

The Monday evening session will move 
to Southwestern Seminary for a banquet 
honoring music missionaries in the Robert 
E. Naylor Student Center.

Entertainment for the banquet will be 
provided by the School of Church Music 
faculty at Southwestern Seminary. Speaker 
for the event will be Jesse Fletcher, director 
of the mission support division, of the South­
ern Baptist Foreign Mission Board, Rich­
mond, Va.

The final session on Monday evening will 
be held in Truett Auditorium, also at South­
western Seminary, where the W. Hines Sims 
Achievement Award for distinguished serv­
ice to the cause of church music will be 
presented to Warren M. Angell, dean emeri­
tus of Warren M. Angell College of Fine 
Arts, Oklahoma Baptist University, and a 
longtime, prominent Southern Baptist mu­
sician.

The evening will feature music, includ­
ing the premiere performance of the South­

ern Baptist Church Music Conference com­
missioned anthem for 1974—“Praise God 
in His Holiness”—by composer James Cram, 
of Hardin-Simmons University, Abilene, 
Tex., to be sung by the Oratorio Chorus of 
Southwestern Seminary.

The conference will conclude Monday 
evening with a concert, “Belshazzar’s Feast," 
(by William Walton), to be presented by the 
Oratorio Chorus of Southwestern Seminary 
and by the Fort Worth Oratorio Symphony. 
The anthem and concert will be under the 
direction of Robert Burton. (BP)

I have available the best
WORKBOOK FOR THE NEW TESTAMENT

That I have seen in print 
Designed for the academy, high school 
and/or college freshman Bible class. 

Many pastors use in church Bible classes
81 lessons, Exercises to work

Scripture outlines Blanks to complete
Twelfth edition release recently
Wholesale: $3.25 POSTPAID

Suggested retail: $4.50 
Examination copy sent on request 

No charge if 10 or more are ordered 
Dr. Nat C. Bettis, Carson-Newman College

Jefferson City, Tenn. 37760

DALLAS—Two music premieres and the 
first public announcement of the contents 
of the new Baptist Hymnal (1975 edition) 
will be among features of the Southern Bap­
tist Church Music Conference here June 
9-10, 1974, during the week of the Southern 
Baptist Convention annual meeting.

The conference of Southern Baptist mu­
sicians will open with a “Service of Praise,” 
at 6 p.m. on Sunday evening at Park Cities 
Baptist Church, here. Leading the service 
will be the Centurymen, under the direc­
tion of Buryi Red, New York; concert art­
ists Robert Hale and Dean Wilder, both 
members of the New York City Opera; and 
the Dallas Baptist College Wind Ensemble, 
under the direction of Doug Smith.

Among highlights on Monday morning 
will be a keynote address, “Worship as 
Event,” by John Claypool, pastor of Broad­
way Baptist Church in Fort Worth and for­
mer president of the Southern Baptist Chris­
tian Life Commission.

The premiere of a new chil­
dren’s musical, “Jonah’s Tale of 
Whale,” from Robert Graham 
and Broadman Press, Nashville, 
will be presented by The Chil­

dren’s Choir of First Baptist Church, Gar­
land, Tex., under the direction of Harrell 
Slack.

Rick Powell, composer-arranger and pro­
ducer from Nashville, will discuss “Elec­
tronic Music and the Church,” also during 
the Monday morning session.

Also, the Baptist musicians’ conference 
executive council and newly-elected vice- 
presidents will be presented, along with 
awarding of honorary memberships.

Several features will keynote the Mon­
day afternoon session, also in The Shera­
ton-Dallas Hotel, including a “tribute to 
Jane Marshall,” (Mrs. Elbert), a composer 
of sacred music, by The Sanctuary Choir of 
First Baptist Church, Shawnee, Okla., sing­
ing her compositions under the direction of 
James Woodward.

During the same session, William J. Rey­
nolds, director of the church music depart­
ment of the Baptist Sunday School Board 
in Nashville, and chairman of the Hymnal 
Revision Committee, will unveil the con­
tents of the new Baptist Hymnal (1975 
edition). This will be the first public an­
nouncement of the new hymnal’s contents, 
Reynolds said.

Another Monday afternoon feature will 
be “Interest Sessions,” to include empha­
ses on children’s choirs, with a demonstra­
tion of music-learning activities with chil­
dren from the Southwestern Baptist Theo­
logical Seminary children’s choir school. 
Other emphases of the interest sessions will 
be on contemporary worship, adult choirs,

Bring new life to this triumphant season. 
Discover its true significance, its real mean­
ing. Three inspiring Broadman books can 
help you experience a new excitement and 
discover a new dimension at Easter.

EASTER PROCLAMATION: 
REMEMBRANCE AND RENEWAL 
C. Welton Gaddy
Easter is more than a time of sameness. 
New insights can bring fresh meaning to an 
old theme and a recurring day. The author 
of this book has gathered devotional read­
ings that bring celebration to Easter. $1.95

DARING TO LIVE BY THE CROSS 
Clarence W. Cranford
An earthquake shook the cross. Let this

book help shake the foundations of your 
soul as you dare to live what.you-believe. 
Here are ten power-packed messages that 
point to the real meaning of Easter. $3.50

WHEN JESUS ROSE
Wallace D. Chappell
Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, is the 
subject. The resurrection is the theme. How 
they relate to you as a Christian is its pur­
pose. A thorough discussion of the events 
following the resurrection provide a new un­
derstanding of the season. $3.95

Pick up all three today 
at the Baptist Book Store.

EBROADMAN
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WMU

Seven Additional Distinguished WMU'S
On the Church WMU Achievement Guide, a church can obtain the recognition of 

Merit, Advanced or Distinguished. Fifty-five churches attained Merit, thirty-eight Ad­
vanced and fifty-six Distinguished recognition during the 1972-73 church year. In ad­
dition to the forty-nine churches listed in the February 7 issue of the Baptist And Re­
flector are seven others which attained Distinguished recognition.
Association and church

Chilhowee
Monte Vista

Duck River
Decherd, First

East Tennessee
Lincoln Avenue

Hamilton
Red Bank

Holston
Southside

Holston Valley
Church Hill, First

Shelby
Union Avenue

WMU Director

Mrs. Clyde Porter

Mrs. Charley Powers

Miss Hazel Jernigan

Mrs. Finley G. Robbins, Jr.

Miss Glennie R. Young

Mrs. Frances Barrett

Mrs. Robert E. Horrell

Missionaries Report East-African Drought
NYERI, Kenya—Northern Tanzania and 

Kenya have experienced a severe drought 
for the past few months, according to two 
Southern Baptist missionary press repre­
sentatives.

Mrs. Douglas M. Knapp, missionary to 
Tanzania, reports that cattle and wild ani­
mals alike are dying from starvation and 
lack of water and carcasses of dead animals 
can be seen along the highway between 
Arusha and Nairobi.

Shortages of corn, wheat and rice are 
becoming more apparent in both countries 
while Kenya has made it an offense to ex­

Cortrw-fntntiirx Our KerlUp*—

<T£hNESW£ BAPTIST 
/CONVENTION 
W74

Cwnnutlrfif Cur future

^OPE FORo 
MODERN ^MAN

'EY JOHN
THE OO5FCC ACCORDING TO AT JOHN IN THE KING JAME3 VERSION

Office Building of the ^eijpessee Baptist Convention

Gospels of John

Centennial Editions of Today's English Version 
(TEV 04421) or King James (KJ 04420) trans­
lations of John's Gospel at greatly reduced 
price. Only 10?! per copy. Secure order blanks 
now from your associational missionary or

Tennessee Baptist Convention, Ralph Norton, Executive Secretary, P.O. Box 
647, Brentwood, TN. 37027. Order immediately from American Bible 
Society, 1865 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10023.

Use these in your revivals and throughout the year. Every church member 
will want one since this is the year Tennessee Baptists celebrate their Cen­
tennial.

Pastor

Howard D. Olive

Jake Stricklin

Robert D. Walker

N. Van Modling (Asst.)

Vestal Bennett

Wayne Provence

Lee Prince

port any of those items. Prices of food have 
sky-rocketed. In Nairobi, there is a ban 
against washing cars and water is available 
only at certain hours in Nairobi homes.

Kenya has some hope though. Mrs. R. 
Jay E. Stewart, missionary to Kenya, re­
ports that a heavy rain fell here recently. A 
small fifth-grade girl explained to her that 
“I talked to God” about the need for rain.

Tanzania, however, shas received no sub­
stantial rain and the David Whitsons, mis­
sionaries in Lindi, Tanzania, have reported 
severe shortages of basic foods in their area 
and some deaths due to malnutrition.

Share the Word More in 74

with the

Engineer Or Missionary 
It's Hard To Determine

LA JUNTA, Colo.—Charles R. Rostron 
is a civil-consulting engineer, not a South­
ern Baptist missionary, or at least that’s 
what he thought.

Nearly ten years ago Rostron and his 
wife went to Ibadan, Nigeria, where he was 
to teach civil technology on a team from 
Western Michigan University at Kalamazoo. 
At the time, he and his wife were both 
active in the Presbyterian Church.

When they arrived they discovered an 
English-speaking Baptist church and became 
involved in it. They taught Sunday School, 
sang in the choir and he was asked to be 
head usher.

Rostron found himself traveling through­
out the bush country with the missionaries, 
visiting small churches and occasionally 
preaching. While in Nigeria, he sent to the 
Gideons International for some New Testa­
ments which he gave to his students. Among 
the students was a Muslim man named Da- 
po Sarumi.

After two years of service, Rostron and 
his family returned to the United States, 
finally settling in La Junta, where they 
joined a Baptist church.

Years passed and of the many letters re­
ceived from the people the Rostrons left 
back in Africa, only two or three were from 
Sarumi.

They had not heard from Sarumi in sev­
eral years, when one day he telephoned 
them.

Sarumi was in the United States in Chi­
cago. He wanted to be baptized and had 
called the one man he felt could help 
him—a civil engineer who once had gone 
to Nigeria to teach.

It was arranged for Sarumi to meet with 
Rostron’s pastor, who baptized the Nigerian. 
Recently, Rostron received a letter saying 
Sarumi would soon be joining a Baptist 
church in Nigeria.

Rostron said he and his wife are products 
of Southern Baptist mission work. Now so is 
Sarumi, through Rostron. (BP)

NEEDED: USED CHURCH PEWS, less than 16 
foot long. Contact Rev. John Norris, Green­
brier, Tenn. Phone 615-643-4877.

■U FCIUHITUIE
At a price 

Any Church Can Afford 
Write er call

WAGONER BROS.
MFG. CO.

Mom: OR 5-2468 
Booneville, Arkansas
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New Orleans Adopts Record 
Budget, Seeks A President

NEW ORLEANS—The New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary board of trust­
ees in their annual session here named a 
nine-member committee to seek a new presi­
dent for the school, adopted the largest 
budget in the seminary’s history, approved 
construction plans and appointed a new 
faculty member.

The trustees ratified an earlier action of 
the seminary’s executive committee in ac­
cepting the resignation of New Orleans 
Seminary President Grady C. Cothen and in 
appointing Ray P. Rust, executive assistant 
to the president, as acting president.

Cothen has been named president-elect 
of the Baptist Sunday School Board, Nash­
ville, and will assume his new duties May 
1, 1974. Rust has been serving as acting 
president of New Orleans Seminary since 
March 1.

Dr. and Mrs. Cothen were honored by the 
trustees with a testimonial dinner.

A presidential nominating committee, 
composed of seven trustees, one member of 
the seminary’s faculty and a student, was 
named to spearhead the search for a new 
president for the Southern Baptist school.

Named to chair the seminary’s presiden­
tial nominating committee was Robert 
Marsh, the pastor of First Baptist Church 
in Dothan, Ala., who said recommendations 
for the new seminary head could be ad­
dressed to any committee officer. “We solicit 
the suggestions and prayers of our Southern 
Baptist brethren,” Marsh said.

Vice-chairman of the committee is Mal­
colm Tolbert of the seminary faculty and 
Ralph Jernigan, associate pastor of Central 
Park Baptist Church, Birmingham, is secre­
tary.

The new budget adopted by the semi­
nary’s trustees was $2,144,174, the largest 
in the school’s history. An increase to New 
Orleans Seminary from Southern Baptist 
Cooperative Program (unified budget) funds 
for fiscal year 1974-75 will be used for cost- 
of-living salary increases, Rust said.

On construction, the board heard a re­
port on bids received for the construction of 

an addition to the library and for renova­
tion of two buildings on the campus.

In other construction action, the board ap­
proved plans for the erection of a spire on 
Roland Q. Leavell Chapel at the campus.

In other action, the trustees authorized 
initiation of detailed planning for an addi­
tion to the seminary’s preschool center. The 
center offers day care services for campus 
children and serves as a laboratory experi­
ence for students preparing for ministry with 
preschoolers.

The board also approved the employment 
of William B. Rogers, minister of educa­

The new building of First Church, Seymour, was dedicated in a series of services held 
over the last month. W. F. Hall, former pastor; Ralph Norton, executive secretary­
treasurer of the Tennessee Baptist Convention; Grant Jones, TBC president; H. L. Gen- 
noe, superintendent of missions, Chilhowee Association; Baker James Cauthen, execu­
tive secretary of the Foreign Mission Board; and John Fincher, president of Carson- 
Newman College, spoke before the congregation in the services. The structure was built 
at a cost of $400,000. Joe L. Orr is pastor.

The facility consists of a sanctuary, preschool department, pastor’s study and offices, 
music library, choir room, and three additional Sunday School rooms. In preparation 
for the building program^ members put on a “Together We Build” program and raised 
$95,000.

tion for First Baptist Church, Alexandria, 
Va., as associate professor of religious edu­
cation, to begin work at New Orleans on 
July 1, 1974.

Other faculty matters involved the nam­
ing of retiring professors E. N. Patterson 
and William H. Souther as professors 
emeriti. (BP)

REGISTRATION CARDS 
AVAILABLE

The messenger registration cards for 
the Southern Baptist Convention in 
Dallas, Texas, June 11-13, 1974, are 
available now from the Program Serv­
ices Department, Tennessee Baptist 
Convention, P.O. Box 647, Brent­
wood, Tennessee 37027.

Thursday, April 4, 1974 Page 11



Vignettes Of History
W. Fred KendallBy

We have given some instances where 
proposals for radical changes were brought 
before the Convention without any previous 
information having been given and with 
very little evidence that much thought had 
been given to the proposal before it was 
presented. In 1922 a proposal was made 
that the headquarters and offices of the 
Executive Board be moved to Chattanooga 
provided that everything could be worked 
out with the Chattanooga brethren.

A committee was appointed to make a 
study of the matter and to report to the 
Executive Board at their first meeting after 
the Convention. It was such a big issue that 
a motion was made that it be referred to 
the committee named and that they report 
back to the next Convention. A substitute 
motion was made that it be made a pre­
ferred item of business for two-thirty 
o’clock on Thursday afternoon. When it 
came up, at the appointed time, it was de­
cided that it was of such great importance 
and the Convention had not had adequate 
time to consider it, that it be referred back 
to the committee and they report to the next 
Convention.

The Committee was made up of J. H. An-

To change or correct 
your address

Attach label from your latest copy 
here and show new address below— 
include zip code. When changing ad­
dress please give two weeks notice.
Please write, do not call address 
changes to insure accuracy.

All correspondence relating 
to your subscription 
should be accompanied by your address 
label. If you are receiving duplicate 
copies please send both labels.
Address all inquiries to:

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR 
Post Office Box 647 

Brentwood, Tennessee 37027

Name ........................................................
please print

Address ...................................................

City ..........................................................

State.......................Zip Code................. 

derson, Knoxville; J. H. Sharp, Harriman; 
F. Norman Smith, Clarksville; Dr. W. J. 
Cox, Memphis; S. E. Tull, Jackson; and 
J. E. Hampton, Murfreesboro. The State 
Secretary was ex officio member. Ryland 
Knight, Nashville; J. W. Inzer, Chattanoo­
ga; and O. L. Hailey, Nashville, discussed 
it and made the motions. The final action 
left the offices and the headquarters in the 
Sunday School Board building where they 
had been since 1913.

This same question came up again in 
1929 when a Memorial was presented by a 
committee from Concord Association. Again 
a Committee was appointed made up of 
John Jeter Hurt, chairman, Sam P. White, 
L. M. Roper and R. E. Grimsley. They were 
to consider the matter and meet with the 
committee from Concord Association. They 
were to report to the Executive Board at 
their December meeting.

The Memorial from the Concord Asso­
ciation was an offer from Murfreesboro to 
get the Convention to agree to move the 
offices and headquarters to that city. The 
Committee made its report to the Execu­
tive Board meeting on December 10, 1929.

They reported that they had conferred 
with Dr. Van Ness, Executive Secretary of 
the Sunday School Board. He had reported 
the finest relations with Dr. Bryan and the 
Tennessee offices and desired to keep them 
in the Sunday School Board. The commit­
tee had also visited Murfreesboro, and 
had examined the facilities offered, their 
guarantees of advertising for the Baptist And 
Reflector, and the backing of banking fa­
cilities.

The committee recommended that the 
proposition be adopted in outline, that the 
committee be continued or another one be 
appointed, and Dr. O. E. Bryan, John D. 
Freeman, and W. D. Hudgins be added, and 
that they work out the full details with the 
Murfreesboro group. If it could not be 
worked out to the complete satisfaction of 
the joint committee, that the committee be 
given the authority to decline the proposi­
tion.

Dr. D. A. Ellis was a member of the 
committee and asked to be registered in op­
position to the report. After more than two 
hours of discussion of the matter the motion 
was defeated, and the proposition was de­
clined to move the offices.

Later when the Sunday School Board ex­
panded its work it had to have the space 
and Tennessee Baptists purchased a build­
ing and moved the offices to 149 Sixth Ave­
nue North, Nashville in 1933. But this was 
done by agreement of all parties concerned 
and out of the necessity because of the Bap­
tist growth and not because someone had 
a spontaneous idea to spring up during the 
Convention.

Foundation

Memorial Gifts Inquiry
By Jonas L. Stewart 

Executive Secretary-Treasurer
This article is in response to inquiries a- 

bout the possibility of giving small memorial 
gifts to the Foundation in the name of a de­
ceased loved one or friend. We have begun 
a fund to which such undesignated memorial 
gifts are added. It can be in any amount and 
can be credited as a memorial to the person 
designated. Some people express a desire to 
do this in lieu of buying flowers or making 
other gestures of concern. Some like to make 
such gifts on an annual basis.

When such a gift is made our office will 
send a notice to the family when their ad­
dress is provided. The family is usually 
pleased that a gift has been made that keeps 
the loved one’s name alive. The fund re­
mains as a perpetual and living memorial 
with income paid from it annually.

Such gifts may be designated for a par­
ticular cause or given withont designation. 
If it is the latter we will pay the income 
to world missions as distributed through 
the Cooperative Program. All such gifts are 
deductible for income tax purposes on the 
same basis as a gift to your church.

Make checks payable and send to Ten­
nessee Baptist Foundation, Dr. Jonas L. 
Stewart, Executive Secretary-Treasurer, 
P.O. Box 647, Brentwood, Tennessee 37027.

J. C. Powell Dies;
Emeritus Missionary

RICHMOND-—J. C. Powell, 84, Southern 
Baptist emeritus missionary to Nigeria, died 
March 26, at his home in Warsaw, N. C.

Before retiring in 1956, Powell and his 
wife served as missionaries to Nigeria for 
37 years, where he was a field missionary 
in Shaki and Oyo. Because their contribu­
tion to Nigerian life was considered out­
standing, the Powells were invited to visit 
Nigeria as guests of the country’s Western 
Region at celebrations marking the attain­
ment of independence, Oct. 1, 1960.

A native of Warsaw, Powell was gradu­
ated from Wake Forest (N.C.) College (now 
in Winston-Salem, N.C.) and Southern Bap­
tist Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky. 
Before appointment to overseas service in 
1919, he was pastor of churches in North 
Carolina and did mission work in Whitley 
County, Ky.

Survivors include his wife, the former 
Rosa Hocutt; his daughter, Miss Mary 
Hester Powell, a former Southern Baptist 
missionary to Nigeria who served 1949- 
1968; two sisters, Miss Annie Kate Powell 
and Mrs. Kathleen Snyder, all of Warsaw; 
and a brother, Bernice Powell of Rockhill, 
N.C.
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Eastland Church, 
To Host Library

Six conferences for library workers will be 
offered during the 12th annual Tennessee 
Baptist Library Convention, April 11-13 at 

the Eastland Church in 
Nashville.

Training will focus on 
the church library de­
velopment plan, ad­
vanced classification and 
cataloging, beginning 
classification and cata­
loging, using audiovisu­
als, counseling in the use 
of media, and extending 
the ministry of the media

Ford center. Conference direc­
tors include: James Rose, 

consultant, Church Library Department, 
Baptist Sunday School Board; Jacqulyn An­
derson, BSSB; Mrs. J. Harold Walker, Knox­
ville; Glynn Hill, BSSB; Mrs. Tom Brown, 
Murfreesboro; and Jim Henry, pastor, Two 
Rivers Church, Nashville.

SBC President Lays Wreath 
On Grave Of Luther Rice

GREENVILLE, S.C.—Owen Cooper 
of Yazoo City, Miss., a layman and presi­
dent of the Southern Baptist Convention 
(SBC), visited the grave of Luther Rice in 
rural South Carolina March 17 and laid a 
wreath at the resting place of the man he 
described as “the father of the Southern 
Baptist Convention.”

Cooper described Rice, missionary and 
itinerant preacher, as “the man who more 
than any other individual kindled missionary 
interest in the hearts of Baptist people and in 
so doing gave them a sense of purpose, 
showed them the need for organization.”

Rice, bom in Northboro, Mass, in 1783, 
traveled throughout the eastern United 
States, preaching in the churches and raising 
money to support foreign missionaries Ann 
and Adoniram Judson and others. Rice 
found his warmest reception and greatest 
support among Baptists. He is frequently 
called “the father of Baptist foreign mis­
sions.”

Rice became suddenly ill while preaching 
in South Carolina and died Sept. 25, 1836. 
He was buried close by the door of Pine 
Pleasant Baptist Church near Saluda, some 
40 miles west of Columbia.

Pine Pleasant Church was organized in 
1832 and had a strong congregation in the 
days when cotton was king among South 
Carolina farmers. Now the surrounding 
area is cattle and pulpwood producing coun­
try and the congregation has dwindled to 62. 
Sunday School attendance was 19 on a re­
cent Sunday.

Rice’s Contributions Remembered
Cooper, in South Carolina for two pulpit

Thursday, April 4, 1974

Nashville, 
Convention

Registration will be held Thursday after­
noon, with sessions convening at 1:45. The 
convention will end at noon Saturday. 
Opening remarks will be offered by J. L. 
Ford, pastor of the Eastland Church.

Barbara Harkins, children’s librarian, 
Wichita Public Library, Wichita, Kans., will 
speak at 2:00 p.m. Thursday on “Story Tell­
ing in Sharing.” She is formerly a staff 
member of the Nashville Public Library. A 
discourse on “What’s New in Media” will 
be offered by Jacqulyn Anderson; and “Shar­
ing the Word Through Media” will be giv­
en by Ralph Norton, executive secretary­
treasurer of the Tennessee Baptist Conven­
tion. The president’s address will be given 
Saturday morning by C. Winfield Rich, 
minister of education, Temple Baptist 
Church, Memphis.

Election of officers for 1974-75 will be 
held Friday morning with installation to pre­
cede the president’s address Saturday.

===============^^
Dont Forget Your

Annie Armstrong Easter Offering
Goal $7,200,000

Tennessee’s Goal $450,000

INTEREST

engagements, placed the wreath at Luther 
Rice’s grave without fanfare on a mid­
March Sunday afternoon. A small gather­
ing of some 25 people were present. Cooper 
said he had visited the church in Serampore, 
India, where Rice was baptized by immer­
sion upon becoming a Baptist, he had read 
sufficiently of his work to regard Rice as 
the man who laid the groundwork for Bap­
tist denominational life in the United States 
and he wanted to visit the grave.

At Rice’s graveside Cooper said, “Al­
though he was not a Southern Baptist, and 
never lived to see most of his ideas for 
mission work incorporated into a Baptist 
convention, perhaps no person ever lived 
who contributed more to Baptist work in 
general and ... in particular than did 
Luther Rice.

“. . . his dreams . . . have been abundant­
ly fulfilled in the organization and develop­
ment of the Southern Baptist Convention,” 
Cooper said.

“Southern Baptists would do well to be 
constantly reminded of the contribution that 
Luther Rice made in magnifying missions. 
They need to remember that missions 
brought us together . . . will held us to­
gether and . . . will keep us in fresh contact 
with the true source of spiritual energy so 
necessary to carry on the work and will of 
our Lord.”

Cooper concluded, “It is a pleasure for 
me, on behalf of (more than) 12 million 
Southern Baptists, to place this wreath on 
the grave of Luther Rice as a tribute to his 
life and work . . .” (BP)

Offered by prospectus only
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Sunday School Lesson for Sunday, April 7,1974

Why Christ Died
By Dr. W. R. White

Baylor University, Waco, Texas
Basic Passage: Mark 14:53 to 15:41
Focal Passage: Mark 15:25-39

There is the human and the divine side 
to the question. The reaction of fallen hu­
man nature to Jesus Christ can be explained 

in a logical way. The di­
vine reason for His death 
is a sacred mystery. Hu­
man behavior uncon­
sciously carried out the 
divine plan but was guil­
ty at the same time of 
the most terrible of all 
sins. The atomic bomb 
was invented for a terri­
ble purpose. It is so hor­
rible that its use even

White in war is now outlawed.
Yet, atomic energy and 

other by-products of the invention are serv­
ing noble ends. Peter in Acts 2:23-24 sug­
gests that wicked man, in crucifying Jesus 
Christ was unwittingly serving noble ends 
which God had ordained.

Man crucified Christ out of jealousy, 
greed, hatred and unbelief. Some thought 
that they were doing right for they thought 
that Christ was an imposter because they 
did not believe His claims.

When we think of the divine side the real 
mystery appears. We cannot explain but we 
can see some light and then receive the rest 
by faith and experience a great, satisfying 
blessing. “God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son.” John 3:16. 
He did not violate love. He was motivated 
by it. He did not vitiate justice. He vindi-

Numbered With Transgressors
Mark 15:25-28

He was indeed a king of royal descent 
and divine appointment. Yet the idea was 
held in derision. Yes, He was put to death 
as a base criminal.

He was crucified between two thieves. He 
was numbered with the transgressors as 
Isaiah the prophet had predicted. He identi­
fied Himself with the bottom that He might 
lift them to the top. This assured all men 
on the lift of His love if they only trust 
Him.
He Would Not Save Himself
Mark 15:29-32

The jeering mob and leaders hurled the 
same insult into His teeth. They challenged 
Him to come down from the cross. They 
observed that He saved others but could not 
save Himself. They hypocritically declared 
that if He would come down from the cross, 
they would see and believe. That is, they 
would become His disciples.

He could have come down from the cross 
but He would not that He might be the 
world’s Savior. It was not helplessness that 
held Him on the cross but love. He would 
not answer their prayer of derision that He 
might shortly thereafter answer the sincere 
petition of one of the thieves crucified with 
Him.
The Cry Of The Forsaken Mark 15:33-36

The awful agony increased. The bitter 

cup grew more bitter and shadows became 
blindness and blackness. That inevitable 
question came, “Why?” Had the Father 
turned His face from the awful scene? The 
mystery thickens but one thing is sure. He 
was there for me and for you. Yes, and all 
of us will ask in some trying hour, “Why 
did this happen?” Yet we can remember our 
Lord asked the same question once Him­
self.
Vicarious Victory Mark 15:37-39

After previously announcing, “It is fin­
ished,” then He cried aloud and gave up 
the spirit. The veil of the temple was rent 
from top to bottom. The centurion who 
supervised the execution was profoundly 
impressed and pronounced Jesus Christ 
whom he had observed die, as a righteous 
one and in the divine category.

He must have observed something very 
superior and supernatural in the way He 
forgave and died. Likely he had seen a 
number of crucifixions. No one ever en­
dured it or seemed to be in greater agony 
than He.

He prayed for His enemies who asked 
for His crucifixion. He took time to speak 
a word of assurance to a thief who was 
dying by His side. He referred to having 
finished something when He was dying. The 
Roman officer had seen the strangest de­
meanor in the midst of the agonies of ex­
cruciating death he had ever witnessed in 
his whole career.
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cated it. He did it that He might be just 
and justify the ungodly. Romans 3:26. He 
did not betray righteousness. He bestowed 
it.

Somehow in the inherent nature of basic 
reality there is a penalty for moral and 
spiritual rebellion. The only one qualified to 
meet this penalty for us was God, manifest 
in the flesh of Jesus Christ. His thoughts 
and ways are as high above our thoughts 
and ways as the heavens are higher than the 
earth.
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Executive Secretary

On Matters of

By Ralph Norton

Added emphasis needs to be given to 
significant activities in which large numbers 
of our youth and adults participated during 

Norton

a ten-day period last 
month. I emphasize four 
particular programs be­
cause they are of great 
importance to the life of 
a church, and at this cru­
cial time in the history of 
Tennessee Baptists, they 
are of extreme value. I 
refer first to the State 
Centennial Youth Festi­
val, sponsored by our 
Church Music Depart­
ment under the guidance 

of Mr. Frank Charton. As I think of the 
large number of youth and leaders involved 
in this activity, I am reminded again of the 
effect of good music in our services and the 
blessings which come to those who are 
committed to maintaining a quality music 
program. Our sincere thanks to all who give 
leadership to the music ministry.

The second activity which deserves 
added recognition was the Deacon Chair­
man Conference. According to reports 
coming from many of the participants, this 
conference was of inestimable value. We 
have many fine deacons in our state who 
have been called upon to act as deacon 
chairmen and who truly want to serve in 
an effective ministry. This conference gave 
helpful information as well as inspiration. 
We believe we will see results throughout 
the year in churches where these men as 
well as their pastors lead other deacons to 
become more involved in a meaningful pro­
gram of service.

A third program which, too, has the po­
tential for long-lasting helpfulness, was the 
meeting for orientation of new pastors. The 
primary purpose of this endeavor was to 
acquaint these men with the staff here at the 
Convention building, and in an informal 
setting seek to discover ways and means by 
which those of us here in Brentwood could 
be of service to a new pastor coming into 
our state. We enjoyed this meeting very 
much and feel that its value will be realized 
now as well as in the future months.

The last activity involved in this busy 
period was the Youth Evangelism Confer­
ence held here in Nashville and attended by 
approximately 20,000 youth, their leaders, 
sponsors and pastors. This was a time of 
great inspiration, but here again I believe 
the true value of such a meeting will be 
revealed in the days and weeks ahead as 
young people whose lives were committed 
to following Christ, continue to share their 
faith as they live each day.

By Dr. B. David Edens,. 
Director, Marriage and 
Family Program 
Stephens College 
Columbia. Missouri 65201

Someone Must Take Mom's 
Role To Meet Child's 

Biological Needs
Some women are seizing on research tid­

ings proclaiming that it doesn’t have to be 
mother who mothers a child. In the joy 
over the liberating news, however, there 
may be a tendency to ignore the other re­
search findings which show that somebody 
has to be the special, stable figure in a 
young child’s life, “the person willing to 
give the same commitment to the child that 
the child gives in return,” observes anthro­
pologist-educator Jane Beckman Lancaster.

There is no getting away from the fact 
that whoever takes over the maternal role— 
be it mother herself, father, grandparent, or 
hired hand—is going to have to accept 
some restrictions on his or her activities, Dr. 
Lancaster points out in Psychology Today.

Young children need continuing access to 
a nurturing, protective person for the first 4 
to 6 years of their lives, she reminds, and 
“day care centers generally are not ade­
quate substitutes for mothers.”

In her opinion, the woman who wants a 
career and children, and also wants to do 
right by the children, must either arrange 
for a mother-substitute in the home or find 
a part-time job or work she can do at home.

“Biology does place role restrictions on 
women. But it is not the biology of women 
themselves; it is biologically based emo­
tional needs of children that are demand­
ing and undeniable.”

KINGSTON, Jamaica—Baptists here ob­
served the 125th anniversary of the Ja­
maica Baptist Union at the recent annual 
meeting with a historical drama by mis­
sionary Dottson L. Mills. Clarence Edwards 
was elected president of the union; a Chris­
tian education manual was adopted; a na­
tional crusade effort, “Christ, the Only 
Way,” a student center ministry at a King­
ston college and a Thanksgiving Endowment 
Fund for future Baptist expansion were 
launched; and a set of locally prepared 
Sunday School lessons to be produced in 
the near future were received. The assembly 
also heard a report that 1,350 persons have 
been baptized.

My prayer is that each ministry represent­
ed above—music, laymen, pastor and youth 
—may contribute its best to the total min­
istry for which all of us have a responsibili­
ty.

Historically:
From the files

50 YEARS AGO
The new Baptist Church at Weaver­

store ordained three new deacons. 
They included Miller Brame, William 
Young, and Latham Cobb. Charges 
were delivered by W. H. Shaw and 
J. F. Fuqua.

Dr. E. K. Cox, Jackson, spoke to 
the fifth Sunday meeting of the Beech 
River Association at Jack’s Creek 
Church near Huron. He spoke on the 
$75 Million Campaign.

20' YEARS AGO
Members of the Missions Commit­

tee of Radnor Church in Nashville 
initiated action which resulted in the 
beginning of a proposed church in a 
near area of the city. Charles Tread­
way was called as interim pastor. Fif­
ty-three persons attended the first Sun­
day School meeting.

Construction began on the first unit 
of a $200,000 auditorium and educa­
tional building for the Hollywood 
Church in Memphis. Lawrence Riley 
was pastor.

10' YEARS AGO
First Church, Dandridge, observed 

its 178th anniversary. It was consti­
tuted three miles northeast of Dan­
dridge in Coon’s School House by 
Jonathan Mulkey, and Isaac Barton. 
Robert D. McCray was pastor.

Constitution services were held for 
Westmont Mission, the sixth mission 
sponsored by the Memphis Cherokee 
Church. Graydon B. Hardister was 
pastor of the mission.

ICENOTICE!

Effective February 1, no pictures will 

be returned unless a self-addressed 

stamped envelope is sent with the 

picture. This is due to the increase 

in postal rates.
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xfy Manufacturers of DISTINCTIVE

■ CHURCH FURNITURE

CHURCH FURNITURE FOR SALE: Maple pews, 
(7, 12'; 7, 13^') matching podium and com­
munion table. Contact Vestal S. Treadway, 
Route 11, Haws Drive, Jonesboro, TN 37659. 
Phone 615/753-4375 or 753-4316.

ON GRADUATION DAY
Qive §ome love ^wau

1 z . • z

New Book
Animated Object Talks by Clyde Fous- 

chee, Baker, 159 pp., $1.50, paper. A book 
which will help you catch and retain the 
attention of youth in their growing years.

GROWTH

BAPT ST 
BOOK 
STORE

734 Cherry St. • Chattanooga, TN 37402 • (615) 267-3845
706 S. Gay St. • Knoxville, TN 37902 • (615) 525-8131
24 N. Second St. • Memphis, TN 38103 • (901) 525-6848
3349 Winh.ook • Memphis (South), TN 38116 • (901) 396-6045
1010 Broadway • Nashville, TN 37203 • (615) 242-5647

Choose special gifts 
like these for your 
special graduate

AFTER THE TASSEL IS MOVED
Louis O. Caldwell. A gift book attractively packaged with an 
actual tassel and filled with practical advice for the high 
school graduate. (WHSE) s $2.95

ANOTHER TASSEL IS MOVED
Louis O. Caldwell. A gift book attractively packaged with a 
gold tassel and filled with practical advice for the college 
graduate. (WHSE) $2.95

GOOD MORNING LORD
Devotions for College Students
Louis O. Caldwell. A unique devotional book by a college 
counselor, intriguing titles and challenging words relate Bible 
truths to the student's life. (Baker) $1.95

SO YOU'RE GOING TO COLLEGE
Ed Seabough. A chat with a "never over thirty" kind of guy 
about college. Seabough uses straight talk and humor as he 
talks to students about their college future. (Broadman)

$1.95

BEING CREATIVE
Mancil and Suzanne Ezell. Here's just the book for anyone 
who wants to be creative. Two highly creative people tell 
how to learn, practice, and develop creativity. (Broadman)

Paper, $1.95

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO NORTON
Grady Nutt. Norton is a 13th disciple created by a uniquely 
gifted entertainer and writer. Here are his refreshing thoughts 
on "the gospel has to be experienced and not argued," "don't 
knock the forerunner," and other stimulating topics.
(Broadman) Paper, $1.95

On Graduation Day . . . Give Some Love Away. 
Look for these and other special gifts in our store.
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Bible Nuggets

Running A Good Race
By T. B. Maston

Professor of Christian Ethics, Retired 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary

“Therefore, since we are sur­
rounded by so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us also lay aside 
every weight, and sin which 
clings so closely and let us run 
with perseverance the race that 
is set before us, looking to Jesus, 
the pioneer and perfecter of our M 
faith.” (Heb. 12:1-2, RSV)

Four things concerning the ' 
Christian race are suggested in 
these verses.

(1) The incentive for running 
the race: “since we are surround- 
ed by so great a cloud of wit- 
nesses.” These included those in ~
the roll call of the faithful in B 
the preceding chapter. For us 
there are many others, including 
thousands of Christian martyrs 
through the centuries. Then, 
there are our Baptist forefathers, 
our parents, grandparents, and 
others. They are in the stands 
looking down on us as we run 
our race.

(2) Preparation for the race. 
We should lay aside anything 
that will hinder or handicap us 
in running the Christian race. 
This will include “sin which clings so close­
ly” to us or “every sin to which we cling” 
(NEB).

(3) The perseverance or determination 
(TEV) with which we run the race. The 
winner of the race is not always the swift­
est. Persistence or determination is as im­
portant a factor in running the Christian 
race as it is for the 440 or the 880. Notice 
also “the race that is set before us” or “the 
race for which we are entered” (NEB). 
Each one has his own distinctive race to 
run.

(4) The goal of the race: “looking to 
Jesus.” Some Grecian races had a piece of 
statuary at the end of the course. The win­
ner was the one who first reached that 
statuary. This may provide the background 
for the statement by the other of Hebrews. 
Jesus is the goal of the Christian race. We 
are to fix our eyes on him and measure our 
lives by his.

Have we established him as the goal of 
our Christian race? Are we moving toward 
our goal? What is the best assurance that 
we will become more and more like him? 
It is

By looking to Jesus
Like him thou shalt be;
Thy friends in thy conduct 
His likeness shall see.

Even more important is our association with 
him, permitting him to live in us and express 
himself through us.
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