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Union Dedicates Land, Breaks 
Ground For New Campus Complex

By David Keel

Alumni, friends, county, community, de
nominational leaders and pastors gathered 
on a parcel of land on highway 45 bypass 
north of Jackson on Tuesday evening, May 
7. The purpose of the gathering was the of-

Ramsey Pollard, left, chairman of Union’s 
Board of Trustees, and Union President 
Robert E. Craig, confer before ceremonies 
begin.

ficial dedication of the new campus site 
for Union University and groundbreaking 
ceremonies for the all-new facilities. The 
school’s officials signed a contract on April 
22 with Foster and Creighton Construction 
Company of Nashville to build the $5,097,- 
557 campus complex.

Although student housing is not a part of 
this initial construction, it is anticipated that 
decisions will be made within the next few 
weeks which will allow for completion of 
housing space to coincide with the opening 
date of Sept. 1, 1975. Construction on the 
new campus site is expected to begin with
in the next few days.

Ramsey Pollard, pastor emeritus, Belle
vue Church, Memphis, chairman of Union’s 
Board of Trustees, served as master of 
ceremonies for the occasion. Opening scrip
ture reading and prayer were given by Paul 
B. Clark, pastor, Calvary Church, Jackson.

The Baptist school’s president, Robert E. 
Craig, made introductions and spoke words 
of appreciation for each group of interested 
persons represented among those in attend
ance.

David Q. Byrd, pastor, West Jackson 
Church, Jackson, brought Historical High- 

(Continued on page four)

Baptists Plan Electronic 
Communications Seminar

The Electronic Communications Seminar 
meeting May 23-24, at the Executive Board 
Building of the Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion in Brentwood, will offer personal con
sultation in the use of closed circuit and

Bob Thornton Claud O’Shields

video tape, audio tape and cassette use, 
cable television system, radio, television, 
and in writing and filming.

Also, manufacturers will have displays of 
equipment and have representatives present 
both days during the seminar for consulta
tion.

A consultant from the Church Architec
ture Department, Baptist Sunday School 
Board, Nashville, will be available on Fri
day, May 24, only, to help where there is 
a need in a building situation.

The program is developed to provide in

Participants in Unions groundbreaking ceremonies were, left to right: Wilbur 
Creighton, UI; Henry West; Ramsey Pollard; Don Stephenson; John McRee; Robert 
E. Craig; Earl S. Swensson; and Keith Williams.

Claud Cox Tommy King

formation and instruction in the use of the 
electronic media for Tennessee Baptist 
churches, institutions, agencies and de
nominational personnel.

Planned by the Tennessee Baptist Con
vention in cooperation with the Southern 
Baptist Radio and Television Commission, 
the seminar will provide full exchange of 
information on the electronic media and 
ideas relative to the local church’s evange
listic program of proclaiming the gospel.

Registration opens at 12:15 p.m., with the 
opening session scheduled for 1:30 p.m. The 
Seminar closes at 3:30 p.m. Friday, May 
24.



Watch Your Conduct!
By Herschel H. Hobbs

“Whatsoever abideth in him sinneth not; 
whatsoever sinneth hath not seen him, 
neither known him”—I John 3:6.

Two questions spring from this verse. Will 
the Christian sin? Does this teach sinless 
perfection?

Recall that this epistle is written to Chris
tians. I John 1:9; 2:1 clearly points to the 
tragic fact that Christians do sin and need 
forgiveness. So this verse says “yes” to 
the first question and “no” to the second.

The answer is in the tense of the verbs. 
They are present tenses expressing continu
ous or habitual action. There is a difference 
between an occasional sin and sin as a way 
of life. Thus John says that the Christian 
does not make sinning his way of life. When 
he sins he will repent, ask for forgiveness, 
and for power not to sin.

On the other hand, he who makes sin
ning the habit of his life has neither seen 
nor known Christ. Such a person has an un
changed nature. He loves sin, and lives for 
the purpose of sinning. Both “seen” and 
“known” are perfect tenses of complete
ness. Such a person certainly has no spiritual 
vision or knowledge of Christ.

A sinning Christian is a carnal Christian, 
or one still dominated by his flesh. A per
son who lives for sin is a natural person 
or one who has not experienced the new 
birth. The goal of every Christian should 
be to become a spiritual one, or one con-
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trolled by the Holy Spirit (I Cor. 2:14-3:1).
No one should presume upon his relation 

to Christ. He should examine his life to 
see if his conduct gives evidence that he is 
truly a child of God. For by one’s fruits 
in living he declares his true nature.

Next Lottie Moon Goal 
Will Be $23,000,000

BIRMINGHAM—Goal for the 1974 
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for foreign 
missions has been set at $23,000,000.

The figure was announced by Alma Hunt, 
executive secretary of Woman’s Missionary 
Union (WMU), which sponsors the annual 
offering.

WMU set the goal after the Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board completed 
the tally of the 1973 offering April 30 and 
announced a total of $22,232,757.

The offering topped the previous year’s 
offering by $2,567,785.

The drive for the $23,000,000 offering 
will be launched December 1-8 during the 
Week of Prayer for Foreign Missions. 
Theme for the observance will be “Grace 
So Amazing, Love So Divine.” (BP)

pulpit
By Jim Griffith

Although chain letters are frowned 
upon by postal authorities, it has been 
suggested with tongue-in-cheek that 
church members who are unhappy 
with their ministers could make good 
use of a so-called new “chain letter 
plan.”

First, send a copy of the letter to six 
other churches who are tired of their 
ministers.

Then, bundle and box up your pas
tor and send him to the church at the 
address appearing at the top of the 
list.

Next, add your name to the bottom 
of the list. Expect immediate results. 
In one week or less, you will receive 
16,436 ministers—and who knows? 
One of them should be a dandy.

However, users of this system are 
urged to have confidence in the chain 
letter and are further cautioned not 
to break the chain. Rumor has it, that 
one woman broke the chain and got 
her old pastor back.

Devotional

Our Authority For Being 
John 20:21 

By Keith Wilson, Pastor 
First Baptist Church, Grand Junction

Wilson

The Psalmist asked, “What is man, that 
thou art mindful of him? and the son of 
man, that thou visitest him?” Psalms 8:4.

The temporal view of 
our existence is not very 
encouraging. The mala
dies of the body, the un
predictable temperament 
of our fellow man and 
the uncertainty of the 
times pose for us serious 
problems. That is, these 
problems are paramount 
until we discover our rea
son or authority for 
being.

The child of God is
not just a moralist who tries to keep the uni
verse straight, rather the believer is a dis
ciple w.ho is to obey the commands of his 
Lord and thus do His Will! We are not 
here to withdraw ourselves within the four 
walls of our church and pull up the “draw
bridge” behind us—we are here to “go into 
all the world” to seek people regardless of 
their position or who or what may oppose 
us.

The ways of God are not easy! He has 
never so promised. Yet our Lord still calls 
for us to yield ourselves to Him. When we 
learn to give ourselves, then we can afford 
to forget ourselves. The abiding, growing 
faith of the believer will provide us with a 
working knowledge of the ways of God.

Jesus gave us his authority for being. “As 
my Father hath sent Me.” A statement that 
is plain, concise and laden with truth. The 
only explanation needed to account for our 
Lord’s presence on this earth. Study every 
prophesy, recall every story, note every truth 
about Jesus, and behind these is God’s pur
pose that He should be among us.

Jesus gave us our authority for being, 
“Even so send I you.” With innate power, 
with divine insight and with positive instruc
tion, He speaks. The Word of God and the 
acts of God may not be understood, but 
they are never to be questioned. Study the 
godly life of every noble Christian, follow 
the ardent missionary across the world and 
listen to the compassionate preacher in the 
pulpit and you must note a sense of urgency 
and authority in their lives.

These have a definite realization that 
they were sent by a Divine Mandate and so 
they speak—“not as pleasing to me, but 
God, for He tries the heart.” This is all the 
authority we need for being!
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PROPHES
By Bill Viser

One hundred fortune-tellers from Japan, 
North Korea, Hong Kong and India gath
er in Seoul for the second international Pre
dictors Conference. One of the participants 
claims it as “the most virtuous of all possi
ble conventions.”

Astrology magazines sell 10 million 
copies a year.

Jean Dixon becomes a celebrity over her 
book on prophesy as it sells over 3 mil
lion copies.

Variations Of Prophesy
Prophesy may take many forms.
(1) Astrology is the most popular. It is 

defined as the ancient art or pseudoscience 
which claims to forecast events on earth by 
observations of the fixed stars and of the 
sun, moon and planets. It also claims the 
ability to predict human character and fate.

(2) Card readings (cartomancy) is the 
forecasting of the future by the manipula
tion and placing of cards, most often the 
Tarot cards. This is a deck of 78 cards 
with each one having a possibility of dif
ferent meanings.

(3) Palmistry is fortune-telling through 
the interpreting of lines in a person’s palm.

(4) Rod and pendulum practice is the 
ability to describe and locate persons 
through objects from their bodies such as 
handkerchiefs, tie clasps, etc.

(5) Dreams and visions may be used in 
prophesy.

Bona-fide Prophesy?
The best known prophetess, Jean Dixon, 

has come under attack because of her pro
phetic claims that her “talent” is a gift from 
God.

Dr. Merrill F. Unger has listed three 
reasons why she cannot consider God as 
the source of her gifts.

(1) Paul teaches that the gift of direct 
prophesy by the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 12:10) 
was to be temporary. Jean Dixon has made 
a career out of prophesy. God has revealed 
to us all we need to know about the future 
in the scriptures thus eliminating the need 
for additional prophesy.

(2) Her gift did not come from God or 
through the reading of her Bible but through 
means of a mysterious, fortune-telling gyp
sy that she met at the age of eight.

(3) She uses occult methods common to 
pagan divination and psychic mediumship. 
By these she makes predictions that are 
mundane or of worldly value. God does not 
bestow His gifts for vain reasons.
(Note: Viser is a student at Southwestern Bap
tist Theological Seminary. This is the sixth in 
a series of seven. Questions and comments may 
be sent to him at 1809 J. T. Luther Dr., Apt. 
H, Fort Worth, Texas 76115.)

Why Prophesy Interest?
The following remark from a young col

lege student may show us why the occult 
influences so many lives, “Whether I go 
to Vietnam or not, whether I get killed there 
or not, doesn’t depend at all on who I am 
or what I think. I’d sooner think that my 
future was being shaped by the stars or 
the turn of the cards. These would repre
sent powers more concerned about me than 
would either my draft board and Pentagon.”

Though the Vietnam war is not the 
threat that it once was, the feeling of 
many that no one is concerned about them 
remains. This feeling of loneliness can only 
be answered by our telling everyone the 
good news of Jesus Christ and his love.

Prophesy and the Bible
The Apostle Paul warned against fortune

telling and called it demonic in Acts 16: 
16-18. In 1 John 4:1, we are told that the 
ability can come from a demonic spirit and 
not God. Paul cast out a prophesying 
spirit from within a young woman in Acts 
16:18.

God punished the Babylonians in their 
attempt to build a tower for star worship 
in Genesis 11.

To become part of the ever-growing 
number of those who will believe anything 
they think will reveal the future is to deny 
yourself the joy of experiencing God’s daily 
will for your life in Jesus Christ. The true 
believer in Christ cannot acknowledge the 
power of God over one’s life on the one 
hand and place oneself under the “control”

Members of the Tennessee Baptist Golf Tournament met in Brentwood recently 
to map plans for the tournament, scheduled for Sept. 19-20 at Henry Horton State 
Park. Committee members are, left to right: Dewey Jones, Brentwood; Beryl Vick, 
Nashville, treasurer; Arnold Porter, Goodlettsville; Ray Conner, Nashville; Frank 
Charton, Tennessee Baptist Convention; Virgil Peters, Franklin, vice chairman; Gene 
Kerr, TBC, chairman; Dana Horner, secretary, TBC; and Nilon Elliott, Nashville. 
Not pictured is Glenn Yarbrough, also a TBC staff member. For further information 
contact Gene Kerr, P.O. Box 647, Brentwood, Tenn. 37027.

Bus Transportation Plans 
Set For SBC Messengers

DALLAS—The Dallas Transit System 
will provide regular bus service between 
the Convention Center and motels and ho
tels during the Southern Baptist Conven
tion, June 11-13.

“The buses will go out as far from down
town as the housing bureau have booked 
large numbers,” said transportation chair
man George Heath, pastor of Calvary Bap
tist Church in suburban DeSoto.

Fifty cents will be charged for all rid
ers. Only exact change will be accepted.

“The routes begin Tuesday morning at 8 
a.m. and continue to run from 8-10 each 
morning and from 4 p.m. to the end of the 
night sessions,” explained Heath.

Except on Wednesday, he continued, 
when there is no afternoon session, the 
buses will run from the Convention Center 
to the hotels at noon.

“Because of the parking situation in the 
Convention Center area in downtown Dal
las during the day, we want to encourage 
as many as possible to leave their cars at 
the hotels and take advantage of the bus 
service,” said Heath.

We are assured, Heath added, that the 
Surtran Bus Service from the Dallas-Fort 
Worth International Airport can adequately 
transport those flying to the convention, 

of the stars on the other hand. To do so is 
to make a god out of the stars. In Exodus 
20:5 God told us He would not allow man 
to worship anything but Him alone.

To know what the future holds is to look 
to our heavenly Father from whom every 
good and perfect gift comes (James 
1:17). It is to know that in the words of 
that great song “His Way, Mine,” God has 
a place for every planned creation.” The 
future is exciting! It’s exciting with him!
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Centennial Crusade Revivals
A spiritual awakening is being experienced in hundreds of 

churches across Tennessee. Prayers have been answered, 
souls have been saved, lives have been renewed, life commit
ments have been made, and many have united with the 
churches.

All but four of the associations had Centennial Crusade 
Revivals. We would like to commend the Associational Chair
men of Evangelism, Superintendents of Missions and other 
members of the Steering Committees in organizing and pro
moting the Crusade in the local associations. Hundreds of the 
churches across the Convention engaged in revival services. 
There was a real spirit of revival among the church mem
bers in most of these revivals. The Carroll-Benton and Fay
ette Associations reported one hundred per cent participation 
by the churches. In the Nashville Association seventy 
churches were engaged in revivals during the Crusade.

From east to west there was an outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit. Two of the greatest revivals in the history of the 
churches were in the First Baptist Church, Rockwood, Robert 
Campbell, pastor, and the First Baptist Church, Jackson, 
Trevis Otey, pastor. The evangelists, David Stockwell, preach
er and Vance Greek, singer, from Fort Worth, Texas, led in 
both of these revivals. In Rockwood the attendance grew so 
large the services were moved from the church building to 
the high school gymnasium. There were 335 people saved. 
The pastor has just called me and said the spirit of the revival 
is still being felt. The First Baptist Church has had more 
than 60 additions and many others expected. The Methodist 

and First Christian Churches received 35, Presbyterians, 20; 
Church of Christ 15, the Church of God and others had 
seven additions.

In the revival in the First Baptist Church, Jackson, 373 
people were saved with 465 total decisions. On Tuesday night 
there were 294 saved. The church was packed each night. 
The First Baptist Church expects at least 100 additions from 
the revival services. Other Baptist Churches and other denom
inations are having many additions from this revival.

There were many other great revivals in the churches from 
the smallest in size to the largest. Only the Lord knows all 
the good that was done. As the Director of the Department 
of Evangelism, I want to express my deepest appreciation 
to all who served in any capacity in the revivals. What greater 
way can we celebrate our Centennial year than by leading 
souls to a saving knowledge of Jesus and leading the saved 
to grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord!

We must lead the church members to take advantage of the 
spirit of the revivals and continue witnessing to the Lost. 
It is always good to leave a portion of the Scripture with those 
to whom we witness. The Centennial edition of the Gospel 
of John is available at 10^ per copy. Order blanks for these 
may be secured from Dr. Ralph E. Norton, Executive Secre
tary-Treasurer, Tennessee Baptist Convention, P. O. Box 647, 
Brentwood, TN. 37027, or from your associational mission
ary.—F. M. Dowell, Director, Evangelism Department, Ten- 

v nessee Baptist Convention.

Union Dedicates Land, Breaks 
Ground For New Campus Complex 

(Continued from page one)

lights—those highlights which have resulted 
in present plans for a new campus com
plex. Byrd began with the April 10, 1874 
meeting in Murfreesboro, the organizational 
date for the Tennessee Baptist Convention, 
at which time concern was expressed for 
an educational institution. In 1875 South
western University was chartered and in 
1927 the name was changed to Union Uni
versity. Byrd noted that it was on Nov. 13, 
1968, that TBC messengers, in annual ses
sion in Knoxville, approved Union’s plans 
for a new campus.

Representative testimonials were brought 
by: James E. Threlkeld, Memphis attorney 
(Trustees); Hyran E. Barefoot, chairman, 
division of humanities (Faculty); Jimmy 
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Cagle, past president, Student Government 
Association (Students); Robert L. Orr, pas
tor, First Church, Dyersburg (Committees); 
Reggie Horn, president, Union University 
Alumni Association (Alumni); The Honor
able Bob Conger, mayor of Jackson (City 
of Jackson); The Honorable Walter Baker 
Harris, Madison County Judge (County of 
Madison); and Ralph E. Norton, executive 
secretary-treasurer, TBC (TBC).

In special remarks, Mayor Conger said, 
“We have been unanimously enthusiastic 
about this project ever since we heard a- 
bout it.” Conger expressed appreciation for 
what Union has meant to Jackson through
out the years.

Judge Harris noted that 30 per cent of

Union’s graduates have been residents of 
Madison County.

Norton closed the roster of representa
tive testimonials and told the assembled 
group, “The heart and spirit of Tennessee 
Baptists are with you today.”

Participants in the groundbreaking cere
mony were: Pollard; Craig; Dori Stephen
son, chairman, Finance Committee; Henry 
G. West, pastor, First Church Covington 
and chairman, Construction Committee; 
John McRee, chairman, Land Development 
Committee; Earl S. Swensson, Nashville, 
architect; Wilbur Creighton, III, Nashville, 
president, Foster and Creighton Construc
tion Company; and Keith Williams, presi
dent, Union’s Student Government Asso
ciation.

Music for the occasion was provided by 
the Union University Symphonic Band and 
the Union University Singers.

The Honorable H. H. Waldrop, Union 
University’s attorney and long-time trustee, 
closed the ceremonies with a prayer of dedi
cation.

Baptist And Reflector



Two Weekday Early Education 
Workshops Scheduled

Leaders in the field of pre-school educa
tion from Kentucky, South Carolina, and 
Tennessee will be in the state to meet with 
workers with young children in weekday 
and Sunday ministries, according to Sam
mie Meek, preschool director, Tennessee 
Baptist Convention.

Hosted by the Sunday School Depart
ment, TBC, two Weekday Early Educa
tion Workshops will be held June 26-28 
at Union University and July 16-18 at 
Brainerd Church, Chattanooga. It is the 
second series of such workshops to be held 
on a state-wide basis, Meek said, and is 
intended to aid all directors, teachers, lead
ers, church staff members, pastors, and 
committee members working with young 
children.

Bouchillon Bouchillon Hutchens
Drs. Pat and Bill Bouchillon will be the 

featured speakers at the Union University 
sessions; and Dr. Elizabeth Hutchens, pro
fessor of early childhood education, South
ern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louis
ville, will lead the Chattanooga studies. 
Both sessions will focus on the needs of 
early childhood. Bill Bouchillon is chair
man of the Division of Social Sciences, 
Union University; and Pat Bouchillon is act
ing professor, University of Tennessee at 
Martin.

Gene Baker, director of public relations, 
Union University, will speak on “His Future 
Is Now,” during banquet gatherings at both 
locations. Other leaders scheduled include: 
Saundria Keck, Tennessee Department of 
Social Services, speaking on “What’s New in 
Licensing”; Roy Scoggins, music therapist 
and teacher, Costal Center Rehabilitation 
Center, Ladson, S.C.; Wendell Price, state 
Sunday School director, TBC; William Hed- 
speth, associate professor of childhood edu
cation, Union University; Dot Heard, Nash
ville, kindergarten worker; Florence Hearn, 
Nashville, kindergarten worker; and Molly 
Stewart, Tennessee Department of Social 
Services.

Instruction for administrators will be in 
the areas of controlling finances, providing 
facilities and equipment, managing person
nel and organization, coordinating the pro
gram, and planning to meet needs. Teach
ers will be led in understanding the child’s 

needs, including emotional, social, physical, 
mental, and religious; and curriculum de
velopment in art, science, music, language, 
and math.

Personal choice conferences will be of
fered in creativity in action art, music for

Seven Royal Ambassadors Chosen 
To Serve As Pages At SBC

Seven Tennessee Royal Ambassadors 
have been selected to serve as pages at the 
Southern Baptist Convention’s annual meet
ing in Dallas, June 10-14.

Those scheduled to serve include: Steve 
Steinmann, Chattanooga; Robert Minor,

Porter Porter Myers

Minor Atchley McCullough

Memphis; Tim Atchley, Germantown; Ken
ny McCullough, Germantown; Jimmy 
Myers, Newport; and Lee and Lane Porter, 
Brentwood. The job of the page is to 
deliver messages, help at information booths, 
and assist SBC officials during the conven
tion’s 20th annual meeting.

Steinmann is a mem
ber of Central Church, 
Chattanooga, and the 
son of Mr. and Mrs. J. 
D. Steinmann. He was 
recently elected to serve 
as state RA president. 
He has been a Royal 
Ambassador for nine 
years and plans to serve 
as a camp counselor this

Steinmann summer.
Minor is a member of Hammond Hills 

Church and the son of Mr. and Mrs. Rob
ert Minor. Atchley, the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. J. L. Atchley, has been an RA for 
five years and served as president, vice 
president, and secretary of his chapter. He 
is a member of Germantown Church.

Myers, a member of Northport Church in 
Newport, has been a Royal Ambassador 
for eight years and was state president, 
chapter president, and counselor.

Lee and Lane Porter are the sons of Dr. 

young children, the teaching day, child 
development in math and science, and 
adapting the curriculum. Exhibits will be 
open throughout the conferences, and an 
opportunity to observe in local weekday 
child care centers will be offered.

Registration at both locations will begin 
at 9:00 a.m. with sessions convening at 
10:00. Reservations for either session must 
be made through the Sunday School De
partment of the Tennessee Baptist Con
vention.

and Mrs. Lee Porter. They are members 
of First Church in Nashville and have served 
as pages for five and three years, respective
ly-

McCullough is the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Glendon McCullough. He is a member of 
Union Avenue Church in Memphis and 
has been an RA for eight years.

Chilhowee To Hold 
94th Commencement

Harrison-Chilhowee Academy will ob
serve its 94th commencement exercise and 
the 136th year since the school’s founding 
during graduation ceremonies Friday, May 
24. Fifty seniors are expected to graduate 
at the 10:00 a.m. exercises.

Two student speakers, Carol Sue Hum
phrey, valedictorian, and Mary Christy 
Oran, salutatorian, will be featured along 
with the main commencement speaker, 
Owen Cooper, president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention.

Grant Jones, pastor, First Church, Sevier
ville, will deliver the baccalaureate sermon 
on Thursday night, May 23, in Woody 
Auditorium. Jones, who has pastored 
churches in Kentucky and Tennessee, is 
president of the Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion. He has served as trustee for various 
institutions, was president of the Middle 
Tennessee Pastor’s Conference, and vice 
president of the TBC.

Alumni will meet at the school on Satur
day, May 18, at 5:00 p.m. for an alumni 
banquet.
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Around The SBC Seminaries
Golden Gate Trustees
Approve Record Budget

MILL VALLEY, Calif.—For the first 
time in the school’s 30-year history, the 
trustees of Golden Gate Baptist Theological 
Seminary here adopted a budget in excess 
of $1 million.

The board of trustees approved the $1,- 
032,643 budget for 1974-75 at their annual 
meeting on the Strawberry Point campus. 
They also elected new faculty, promoted 
present faculty, recognized retiring trustees 
and staff members and took a big step to
ward underwriting the seminary’s chair of 
evangelism.

New plans were also approved for a cer
tificate of theology program for students 
without college degrees.

Harold K. Graves, seminary president, in 
his 22nd annual report to the trustees, 
pointed out the continued growth of the 
school, including the completion of the first 
year of work at the Los Angeles Center with 
43 students enrolled, called for a stronger 
program of supervised field education and 
requested more adequate compensation for 
seminary faculty.

He also reported on capital projects ex
tending to 1978, which include the building 
of a new student village with 16 one-bed
room units, renovation of faculty office 
space and major repair projects to electric 
cables and seminary roads.

Incomplete returns from pledges during 
the meeting by individual trustees to the 
chair of evangelism amounted to $42,000. 

•^Additional pledges from the trustees and 
development council are expected to bring 
the total amount to $100,000.

The major increase in the total budget 
reflected a general increase of six per cent 
in faculty and staff salaries. The 1973-74 
budget was $962,745.

NEW FOREIGN MISSION BOARD OFFICERS—Elected as new officers of the 
Foreign Mission Board at the board’s April meeting in Little Rock, Ark., were (1 to r): 
W. O. Vaught Jr. of Little Rock, Ark., president; Robert B. Bass of Richmond, Va., 
first vice-president; E. H. Westmoreland of Houston, Tex., second vice-president; Mrs. 
Thomas C. Womble Jr. of Clemmons, N.C., recording secretary; and Elizabeth Min- 
shew of Richmond, assistant recording secretary.

Max Lyall To Join Faculty Staff
New faculty additions were authorized 

in the fields of church music and exangelism 
and a director of admissions was approved. 
Max Lyall, professor of music at Belmont 
College, Nashville, Tenn., was elected as
sistant professor of church music. He will 
join the faculty in the fall. Other personnel 
announcements will be made at the next 
meeting of the trustees in Dallas, Tex., 
June 12.

Faculty promotions went to Miss Geil 
Davis, associate professor of religious edu
cation, promoted to professor of religious 
education; John P. Johnson, assistant profes
sor of church music, to associate professor 
of church music with tenure, and F. Daniel 
Boling Jr., assistant professor or religious 
education, to associate professor of religious 
education.

The new program of theological studies 
designed for the student without a college 
degree will be a joint project with the Semi
nary Extension Department of the Southern 
Baptist Convention.

A student who completes the equivalent 
of one year of seminary work through the 
Seminary Extension Department can receive 
the certificate of theology degree after one 
year of resident work on the Golden Gate 
campus. This design is in response to the 
Southern Baptist Convention Executive 
Committee’s concern to provide theological 
education for non-degree students. (BP)

THANK YOU
Thank you, Tennessee Baptists, for re
membering your Children’s Homes last 
Sunday with your Mother’s Day Offer
ing. These funds will be received through 
May, June and July. God bless you.

James M. Gregg

Southern Seminary Adds
Ph.D.; Names New Professors

LOUISVILLE—Trustees of the Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary here have ap
proved the offering of the doctor of phil
osophy (Ph.D.) degree in action highlighting 
the board annual meeting.

In other action, the trustees elected two 
new professors, promoted three and granted 
tenure to another, and established a new 
category for faculty members serving be
yond normal retirement age.

Board members examined damage in
flicted on the campus by the April 3 tor
nado, now estimated at about $1 million, 
and expressed appreciation to the students, 
faculty and staff for their participation in 
relief efforts both on campus and in the 
surrounding community.

The faculty has studied the possibility of 
implementing a Ph.D. since 1970. It had 
not been done earlier in order to provide 
for smooth introduction of the doctor of 
ministry (D.Min.) degree last year. The 
Ph.D. program will be focused upon pre
paring students for teaching careers, whereas 
the D.Min. program is directed toward the 
students planning to work in the “practicing 
ministry” of the local church or denomina
tional agencies.

The Ph.D. will replace the existing Th.D., 
which has been offered by the seminary 
since 1942, but it will not be the first time 
the Ph.D. has been awarded by Southern 
Seminary. Prior to 1942, the Ph.D. was the 
standard doctoral degree granted by South
ern Seminary for some 11 years.

Exchange Th.D. Degree For Ph.D.
The trustee ruling also allows any South

ern Seminary graduate who holds the Th.D. 
degree to exchange it for the new Ph.D. 
degree upon application to the seminary.

Two new faculty members were added 
by the trustees’ action. Alan Culpepper, 
son of missions professor Hugo Culpepper, 
was formally elected as assistant professor 
of New Testament interpretation, a position 
he has held under appointment since Febru
ary. He has completed the Ph.D. degree 
from Duke University.

G. Wade Rowatt Jr. was elected assistant 
professor of psychology of religion, after 
serving during the current academic year as 
instructor in the department. A native of 
Illinois, Rowatt is in the final stages of his 
doctoral studies at the seminary.

The board granted tenure to assistant 
professor of New Testament interpretation 
John B. Polhill, who joined the faculty in 
1969. Associate professors of church 
music, Philip Landgrave and Jay W. Wil
key, and associate professor of New Testa
ment interpretation, Harold S. Songer, were 
promoted to full professors. (BP)
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UNIFORM SERIES
Sunday School Lesson for Sunday, May 19,1974

Bold. Witness Provokes 
Controversy

By Dr. Herbert C. Gabhart, President, Belmont College, Nashville
Scripture Background: Acts 21-22
Scripture Lesson: Acts 21:10-14, 17-24a

The Christian life is not reclining on a 
couch of ease surrounded by a bed of 
roses. A faithful witness can expect to be 
hated, maligned and accused. His boldness 
in witnessing will provoke controversy and 
will lead to certain risks. He may eventually 
pay the price of a martyr’s death if he per
sists in going to Jerusalem and Rome as did 
Paul. The adversaries in life’s Jerusalems 
and Romes are not timid and meek. They 
quickly and forcibly spring into action when 
the Gospel confronts them. Our lesson for 
Sunday is a good study in the controversial 
incidents in Paul’s life resulting from his 
boldness in witnessing.

The Purpose of Warnings
Sailing from Miletus, Paul and his group 

landed at Tyre, the main seaport of Phoeni
cia. Upon leaving Miletus Paul told his 
friends there that they would not see him 
again, obviously, he expected to die at Jeru
salem where he had his heart set on going. 
Upon meeting with his friends in Tyre, 
he was warned not to go to Jerusalem (Acts 
21:4). With this warning clearly in mind, 
Paul set out for Caesarea going through 
Ptolemais. Arriving in Caesarea they stayed 
at the home of Philip the evangelist. While 
there a prophet named Agabus came down 
from Judea and further warned Paul not 
to go to Jerusalem (v. 11).

These warnings did not cause Paul to 
change his mind. He was needed to work 
among the Gentiles, but he felt it was God’s 
will that he push on to Jerusalem. He did 
not discard the interest and love of his 
friend for his safety, but he would not be 
moved by emotions, for his decision was: 
I am ready, to be bound, to die if necessary 
(v. 13). His unalterable purpose he had 
stated, “But none of these things move me, 
neither count I my life dear unto myself . . . 
so that I might finish ... to testify the gos
pel of the grace of God” (Acts 20:24).

Warnings of danger and discomfort can
not sidetrack the Christian whose awareness, 
direction and commitment will not weaken 
in the presence of death. Warnings to such 
a Christian serve but to sharpen his resolute 
will and total commitment.

Truth Crushed to the Earth Shall Rise Again
With renewed determination Paul, along 

with some disciples from Caesarea, arrived 
in Jerusalem where they were received 
gladly by the brethren. On the next day 
Paul began to report how great “things God 
had wrought among the Gentiles through his 

ministry” (v. 19). He shared the collection 
which they had brought from the Gentle 
churches in Macedonia and Achaia with the 
poor saints in Jerusalem.

However, the good news of the gospel’s 
result in the lives of tens of thousands of 
the Jews soon brought about a raising of the 
eyebrows as to Paul’s teaching. He was 
accused of saying that circumcision and the 
law of Moses need not be kept under the 
gospel of grace. Eventually he was mobbed, 
arrested and imprisoned but here again truth 
eventually emerged: spiritual grace is not 
contingent upon obedience to physical laws. 
Redemption is inward-outward and not out- 
ward-inward.

Men through the ages have had to die for 
the truth. The innocent suffer and die but 
truth is eternal. Sometimes truth is blocked 
out and we fail to give heed. Words such as 
“Jew,” “Gentile,” “Negro,” “Communists,” 
stop our ears and can easily become the 
most tremendous obstacle to social progress 
and the furtherance of the Kingdom of 
God.

“Where God Guides, He Provides”
Whenever man is within the will of God, 

regardless of hardships and the heat of 
controversy, the Word of God will come 
through. As Paul continued to move out 
under God’s spirit he found God’s power 
and presence. Just before being scourged in 
Jerusalem Paul asserted his Roman citizen
ship which brought about his release. It 
seemed that a mysterious hand hovered over 
Paul not to spare him from danger, but to 
guide and provide.
Unto the last full Measure of Devotion . . .

Even though “when God guides, he pro
vides” that does not mean that a faithful 
witness will escape danger or be immune to 
punishment unto death. History rather re
cords the opposite.

Look at the record: following the death 
of Stephens about 2,000 along with Nicanor, 
one of the seven deacons, suffered martyr
dom.

Among the early disciples history records, 
according to Fox’s Book of Martyrs, the 
following:

James the great was beheaded
Philip was crucified
Matthew was slain with a halberd (an 

ax to split)
James the less was beaten, stoned and 

his brains were dashed out with a 
fuller’s club

Matthias was stoned and beheaded

For Silent Friends
By Jonas L. Stewart

Executive Secretary-Treasurer
The Tennessee Baptist Conference for 

the Deaf invited the Executive Secretary of 
the Foundation to speak at their annual 
meeting last Summer. There were approxi
mately seventy-five present. Their interest 
was in establishing a trust fund, the income 
from which would be used to help deaf 
students attending Harrison-Chilhowee 
Academy. The response was generous and 
enthusiastic.

They raised a small amount among them
selves and in cooperation with the Missions 
Department of the Tennessee Baptist Con
vention we are administering the fund. The 
income will be added to the corpus until it 
reaches a certain amount specified by the 
original donors.

Other people have expressed an interest 
in this program. Funds may be sent to our 
office. The gift is deductible for income tax 
purposes. Some may desire to remember 
this fund in their wills.

For information about preparing a Chris
tian will for this or other Kingdom inter
ests—write Tennessee Baptist Foundation, 
Dr. Jonas L. Stewart, Executive Secretary- 
Treasurer, P.O. Box 647, Brentwood, Ten
nessee 37027.

Andrew was crucified (St. Andrews 
Cross)

Mark was dragged to pieces in Alex
andria

Peter was crucified, head downward, 
not worthy to be crucified in like 
manner as his Lord

Jude was crucified
Bartholomew was beaten and crucified 
Thomas was martyred with a spear 

thrust through his body
Simon was crucified
John was the only one of the original 

twelve who escaped violent death
Judas hanged himself
Luke was hanged on an olive tree

In our modern world five missionaries 
were martyred by the Auca Indians, but in 
many places the witness is not even punished 
or heeded. He leads a rather safe life, some
times a rather sheltered life. But one won
ders if such shelter might not come from a 
watering-down of the gospel, a lack of bold
ness or a failure to push on. Of course 
God’s servant should not take on a martyr 
complex, neither should he turn aside if 
martyrdom blocks his pathway. Maybe Her
man Hagedorn was right in his book, The 
Bomb That Fell on America, when he wrote: 
“I tremble for a world that has no cruci
fixions.”
'++*+++++++++++*+++++*+*****+*++++++*+*+*

Fiber Glass Baptistries
Repair Old and Build New 
Call 292-4029 or Write

Ashbaugh Fiber Glass
P.O. Box 894, Nashville, Tenn. 37202
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^eppesseeNeWsBriefs
David Abernathy was ordained to the 

gospel ministry at Blairland Church, Loudon 
County Association, recently. J. B. Watson 
delivered the message; and A. R. Nelms 
gave the charge. O. C. Rainwater presented 
the Bible. Bernard Courtney is pastor of 
Blairland. Abernathy has been called as pas
tor of Chevrolet Baptist Church in Pine
ville, Ky.

East Commerce Church, Lewisburg, has 
completed renovation of its auditorium, ac
cording to F. Murray Mathis, pastor. It was 
the first major renovation of the auditorium 
since its initial construction. Included in 
the program was a redefining of the pulpit 
and choir area, new window treatment, 
lighting fixtures, carpet, ceiling, and pews. 
Dedication services will be held Aug. 18. 
The church used the Baptist Sunday School 
Board’s interior design consultation serv
ice, a program of the Church Architecture 
Department.

Lookout Valley Church, Hamilton Coun
ty Association, held a noteburning recent
ly to celebrate retirement of all church in
debtedness. High attendance goals were 
reached in all services. Herbert Thomas is 
pastor.

In William Carey Association, Rube Ber
ry, pastor of Pleasant Hill Church, and his 
family, were left homeless due to the tor
nado on April 3. The house, located in 
Vann Town, was destroyed.

Byrdstown First Church, Riverside As
sociation, has begun a Sunday morning 
broadcast on WLIV Radio. Their new pas
tor is Pete Mullins. In the same association, 
Columbia Hill Church reports the ordina
tion of David Phillips as a deacon. Pastor 
George Waldo preached the ordination 
message.

Roy King was ordained as a deacon at 
Henderson’s Chapel, Sevier County Asso
ciation. Jack Bailey is pastor.

Northside Church, McMinnville, will be
gin a ministry to the mentally retarded this 
month. Jean Rinehart, director of the pro
gram, said that a Sunday School program 
would be provided from 10:00 a.m. until 
noon for those attending. Harold W. Hunter 
is pastor.

In Hamilton County Association, dedica
tion services were held at Beacon Church 
for the new church building. J. V. James, 
superintendent of missions, delivered the 
message. Arlie Carroll is pastor. Brainerd 
Church celebrated the 15th anniversary of 
pastor Ralph McIntyre. At a banquet in his 

honor at the church, surprise guests were 
his parents from Lafayette, La. Cedar Hill 
Church ordained Leek Denton and Jerry 
Johnston as deacons. Richard L. Johnson 
gave the ordination sermon and the charge. 
John L. Ashby in pastor.

Two hundred and twenty-four messen
gers from 51 churches in Nashville Associa
tion re-elected Norris Hite, Ray McCall, 
Harold D. Gregory, and Mrs. F. E. Faust- 
man as associational officers at the annual 
spring meeting. Mrs. C. Calvin McMurtry, 
secretary at Belmont Heights Church re
ceived an award for preparing the best 
church letter for 1973.

Members of Brook Hollow Church, 
Nashville, will mark the 20th anniversary 
of the founding of the church in special 
services on Sunday, May 19. The church 
was founded with 26 charter members and 
now numbers over 700, according to Pastor 
John B. Daley. A fellowship celebration 
will be held in the church dining room fol
lowing the evening worship service.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES
J. R. Covington is in his new field of 

service as pastor of Manchester First 
Church. He came to the position from Cal
vary Church in Knoxville. A graduate of 
Murray State College in Murray, Ky., and 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
he has served on the executive board of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention, the Knox 
County Association, and in the Knoxville 
Ministerial Association. He has been at Cal
vary for 10 years.

First Church, Hickory Withe, called 
Larry Simpson as pastor. He is already on 
the field, coming from Armitage Church in 
Chicago, Ill. Hickory Withe Church is in 
Fayette Association.

Edward C. Briggs, pastor of Daisy First 
Church, was called as senior minister of 
Luther Rice Memorial Baptist Church in 
Silver Springs, Md. He will begin his min
istry there in early June. He is a graduate 
of Carson-Newman College, and received 
the bachelor of divinity, master of theolo
gy, and doctor of ministries degrees from 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. 
Since coming to the Daisy Church near 
Chattanooga in 1965, he has led the con
gregation in relocating and constructing a 
new $300,000 building on a 14-acre site.

Central Church, Chattanooga, called 
Jim Watson to serve as interim minister of 
youth for the summer. He is serving pres
ently as assistant minister of Calvary

Union “Family”
To Hold Blood Drive

A special blood drive will be held at 
Union University May 22 to provide much 
needed blood for St. Jude Hospital in 
Memphis.

Sponsored by the Student Government 
Association (SGA), the drive is being con
ducted among the college “family”, includ
ing faculty, students, and administration.

A similar one day program was held 
last year and netted over $5,000 worth of 
blood, according to Keith Williams, newly 
elected president of the SGA.

“We had 16 percent of the students to 
give blood last year,” said Williams. “We 
are hoping for over 200 pints to be donated 
during this drive.”

The blood was given last year in honor of 
Micki Simmons, daughter of basketball 
coach Jim Simmons, who is still receiving 
treatment from St. Jude’s. She will also be 
the honoree for the 1974 blood drive.

“We encourage all friends of Union to 
join with the college ‘family’ to help make 
this campaign a success,” stated Williams.

Donors can give blood at the Zeta Tau 
Alpha Lodge on Lafayette Street from 9:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Church, Knoxville. A graduate of Belmont 
College, he will enter New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary next fall. He is mar
ried to the former Judith Gann of Mt. Jul- 
liet. Central’s pastor is Bill Hartley.

Dillard Hagan has resigned as pastor of 
Philadelphia First Church to accept the call 
as pastor of North Athens Church. He has 
served as a pastor in the State of Tennes
see for 28 years with places of service in
cluding Forest Hills Church in Maryville, 
Friendsville First Church, Knoxville’s Ten
nessee Avenue Church, McPheeters Bend 
Church in Church Hill, Beaumont Church, 
Knoxville, and Buffalo Trail Church in 
Morristown. He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Bascal Hagan, Glasgow, Ky., and is mar
ried to the former Maxine Britt, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. John Britt, Glasgow, Ky. 
He will begin his new work June 9.

Spurgeon Hendricks is the new interim 
pastor at Cash Point Church, William Carey 
Association. He comes from Huntsville, 
Ala.

John W. Tresch Jr., pastor of First 
Church, Greeneville, has accepted a call to 
First Church, Cherryville, N.C. and is al
ready on the field. A graduate of Belmont 
College in Nashville and Southwestern Bap
tist Theological Seminary, he earned a mas
ter of arts degree from Texas Christian Uni
versity and the doctor of divinity degree
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LEADERSHIP CHANGES
from Vanderbilt University. He is married 
to the former Beverly Gilliam of Columbia, 
Tenn.

Arthur Bruner is the new pastor at 
Northside Church, Hamilton County Asso
ciation. He comes from Cedar Grove 
Church in Maryville. In the same associa
tion, Tommy Preston is director of music 
and youth at Eastdale Church. He comes 
from First Church, South Pittsburg. He is 
the son of C. Henry Preston, pastor of East 
Ridge Church. Ray Walker is pastor at 
Eastdale.

An

EXORCIST
VS

Let John Newport expurge your mis
understanding of the occult. Let him 
exorcise any ignorance within you 
concerning the psychic world. 
Witchcraft is a malignancy of the soul. 
Satanic churches attract new adher
ents with mysterious worship rites. 
Christians must be informed about the 
occult explosion. Christians must 
know how to face the public’s surging 
fascination with the psychic realm. 
Demons, Demons, Demons will shed 
light on the dark corners of modern 
superstition and fear.

DEMONS, DEMONS, DEMONS
$4.95

At your Baptist Book Store
RS BROADMAN

REVIVAL RESULTS_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Revival services at New Middleton 

Church, New Salem Association, resulted 
in seven additions by baptism, two by letter, 
and several rededications. Pastor Oscar 
Trainer was the evangelist.

Pastor Lester E. Young did his own 
preaching in revival services at Chestua 
Church, Sweetwater Association. There 
were two professions of faith, six rededica
tions, and seven other additions.

There were eight professions of faith, 
six for baptism, and many rededications 
following revival services at Ewtonville 
Church in Sequatchie Valley Association. 
Bill Hazelwood, associational missionary in 
Cumberland Gap Association was the evan
gelist. Roy Davis is pastor.

In Sevier County Pastor Walter Hill 
reported 17 professions of faith, 10 re
dedications, and one transfer by letter 
during revival services at New Salem. Roy 
Arwood was the evangelist. In the same 
association, revival services at Calvary 
Church resulted in two professions of faith 
and six rededications. Clyde Breeden is 
pastor. Kenneth Story led revival at 
Sevierville First Church. There were three 
professions of faith, and two additions by 
letter, according to Pastor Grant L. Jones. 
Don Campbell led the music.

Jonas L. Stewart, executive secretary
treasurer of the Tennessee Baptist Founda
tion, preached in revival services at Ard
more Church, Memphis. There were 49 
additions to the church, including 35 pro
fessions of faith and 14 additions by letter. 
There was one dedication to a church 
related vocation and more than 100 re
dedications. Among those saved was an 85- 
year-old man. Bob Agee is pastor. Music 
was led by George McFadden, minister 
of music at the church.

In revival services at East Commerce 
Church, Lewisburg, there were 18 profes
sions of faith, three by letter, and five re
dedications. Kenneth Hubbard was the 
evangelist; and Bill Ball, was singer. F. 
Murray Mathis is pastor.

Long Island Missionary Baptist Church, 
Kingsport, held a spring revival with

PARTNERS

BAPTIST 
BOOK
STORE

N GROWTH

734 Cherry St. • Chattanooga, TN 37402 • (615) 267-3645
706 S. Gay St. • Knoxville, TN 37902 a (616) 525-8131
24 N. Second St. • Memphla, TN 38103 a (901) 525-6848
3349 Winbrook a Memphis (South), TN 38116 a (901) 396-6045
1010 Broadway a Nashville, TN 37203 a (615) 242-5647

Gerald Doutt, pastor of Long’s Bend 
Church, serving as evangelist. There were 
six decisions. Dana E. Hood is pastor, and 
Herman Brummett is minister of music.

Pete Mullins, new pastor at Byrdstown 
Church, Riverside Association, led services 
in his own church. There were three pro
fessions of faith and several rededications.

Don Boyette, new pastor at West End 
Church, William Carey Association, led 
his church in revival which resulted in 26 
professions of faith, 32 rededications, and 
seven additions by letter.

the Life 
of 

cbRfst
in spectacular 

color photography 
with passages 
from

The Living Bible

THE LIFE OF CHRIST. A pictorial 
essay. More than 150 dramatic 
full-color photographs combined 
with passages from THE LIVING 
BIBLE provide a rare, inspiring 
presentation of the life and minis
try of Jesus Christ. This beautiful 
book combines the accomplish
ments of Kenneth Taylor, para
phraser of THE LIVING BIBLE, 
and Wim Auceps, French pho
tographer.
Deluxe binding with slip case, $12.95

PARTNERS

BAPTIST 
BOOK 

»GROWTH STORE
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^Billy Graham ^Dispells 
^Retirement Speculation

LOUISVILLE—Evangelist Billy Graham 
dismissed speculation that he will deempha
size his preaching and retire to a life of 
lecturing and writing.

The 55-year-old evangelist told a crowd 
of 2,000 people at Southern Baptist Theo
logical Seminary that he plans to continue 
and intensify his preaching.

“There have been reports that we’re go
ing back to Los Angeles, where we started 
25 years ago, to announce our retirement,” 
Graham said. “That isn’t true. Today, I an
nounce an intensification of my (preaching) 
ministry.” The Graham team will conduct a 
crusade in Los Angeles in September, 1974.

In a chapel address at the seminary, 
Graham, a Southern Baptist, called on stu
dents to enter the preaching ministry. “If 
you want to go into a field that is wide open, 
be a preacher,” he said.

During a press conference, Graham was 
asked about his relationship with President 
Nixon and his beliefs about amnesty.

“I have not seen the President since Janu
ary, and I talk to him less because he is a 
very busy man,” he said. “We should wait 
and hear all the evidence before we make 
a judgment.”

Graham said he was concerned about the 
moral climate in America.

Although he said he would not give 
“blanket” amnesty, Graham said he be
lieves Americans should treat the amnesty 
question in the biblical spirit of forgiveness.

Graham visited the seminary to inspect 
the Billy Graham Evangelism Center, 
housed in two rooms at the James P. Boyce 
Library and sponsor of student ministries, 
research facilities and an evangelism profes
sor.

The only center of its kind, it was created 
in 1960 as a depository for materials on the 
Billy Graham ministry and for evangelism 
materials generally.

Before coming to Louisville, where he 

Most students come from other schools ■ Boy-girl dis
tribution: 50-50 ■ One-third take catch-up courses, 
two-thirds advanced studies ■ Up to 2 units of credit; 
nominal charges; books may be rented ■ Features: Sce
nic setting, small classes, personalized Instruction, com
pleterecreationprogram, weekend trips ■ Visit campus.

HAT IS THE SECRETIN SUMMER SCHOOL?
Why Do So Many Outside Students Come to Chilhowee?

Summer School Is almost as large as the regular term ■

HARRISON - CHILHOWEE BAPTIST ACADEMY 
Off US 441 At 411,12 Miles So. of Knoxville 

June 10 — July 5; July 8 — Aug. 2; CALL: 615 / 573-8321 — WRITE: Box R, Seymour,Tn. 37865

said he may conduct “an extended meeting” 
in 1976, Graham spent a month in Switzer
land preparing for the Congress on World 
Evangelization scheduled in Lausanne in 
July.

He told his seminary audience he be
lieves this generation is capable of reach
ing the world with the gospel in this gene
ration. He said the current generation is 
the first to have the necessary resources to 
carry the gospel to the whole world. (BP)

Daughter Of Missionaries 
Foils Pickpocket Attempt

QUITO, Ecuador—Pickpockets beware. 
Debbie Marble, the 11-year-old daughter 
of Southern Baptist missionary associates 
Mr. and Mrs. Elmo R. Marble, can hold 
her own in this country where her parents 
have lived for only two-and-a-half years.

Recently when Mr. and Mrs. John L. 
Slaughter of Anderson, S.C., visited South 
America, Mrs. Marble, Debbie and the 
Marbles’ other daughter Ruthie showed 
them around Quito.

They were on a bus when Debbie noticed 
a man slip his fingers in Slaughter’s pocket 
and gently lift his wallet. She immediately 
knocked the pickpocket’s hand as hard as 
she could. The wallet went tumbling to the 
floor.

An accomplice attempted to recover it, 
but quick-thinking Debbie stepped on his 
hand. A lady sitting nearby retrieved the 
wallet and handed it to -Mrs. Slaughter. Ac
cording to her father, Debbie was repri
manding the pickpocket in Spanish during 
the entire incident.

As the bus stopped, Debbie told the bus 
driver to hold up the bus until the Slaugh
ters could collect their things. When the 
Slaughters were sure they had all their be
longings, Debbie thanked the driver and the 
group continued their tour. (BP)

Wayne Oates To Lead 
Seminar On 'Workaholism'

The East Tennessee Baptist Hospital De
partment of Pastoral Care is offering a semi
nar on workaholism (Work addiction) for 
ministers and their wives to be led by Dr. 
Wayne Oates on May 23 and 24 in the 
Hospital Department of Education.

Oates will speak to the ministers’ wives 
May 23 at 7:30 P.M. on the subject “Stress 
Amid the Pastor’s Work;” concurrently, 
ETBH Chaplain William G. Justice will 
speak to the ministers on “Stress of the 
Ought.” The May 24 session, running from 
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., will be led by Oates 
who will analyze and discuss options be
tween work addiction and laziness. Key 
questions for discussion will be—“In the 
work of the pastor, what is the difference 
between dedication and work addiction?” 
“Does the pastor’s ministry include a special 
ministry to the work addict?”

The seminar is based on Oates’ book The 
Confession of a Workaholic which explores 
the dangers and options to work addiction 
and his^ recent study on “the anatomy of 
laziness.”

Oates is Professor of Psychology of Re
ligion at Southern Baptist Theological Semi
nary, Louisville, Ky. Widely known as a 
lecturer and author, he has written 21 books 
in the field of psychology and religion.

A registration fee of $5.00 covers ex
penses for the May 24 all day session. The 
evening session on May 23 will be provided 
free. The seminar is presented by East Ten
nessee Baptist Hospital as part of its 25th 
anniversary celebration. Ministers, church 
workers, and counselors are invited to at
tend the seminar. Further information may 
be obtained by writing the Department of 
of Pastoral Care, East Tennessee Baptist 
Hospital, P.O. Box 1788, Knoxville, Tenn. 
37901.

DREXEL INSTITUTIONAL 
FURNITURE

(Formerly Southern Desk Company) 
Pews 

Pulpit- and Chancel Furnishings 
Catalogs and Design Assistance 

upon request
Phone: 704/322-8380 

P.O. Drawer 2187 
Hickory, North Carolina 28601

FOR SALE: NEW AND USED 
SCHOOL BUSES

Post and Co.

24th Street-Knoxville, Tenn. 37921
Phone: 615:523-2103
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YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW

Grey, Hobbs, Pollard 
to give 

post retirement reaction to 
Annuity Board Ministry 

at SBC on June 13

YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW 
assumes a special personal dimen
sion when the Southern Baptist 
Convention comes to Dallas, home 
of the Annuity Board. As part of 
our presentation, we're taking 
YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW to the 
Convention platform at 3:25 p.m., 
Thursday, June 13.

A special feature will include the 
appearance of three former SBC 
presidents, who all retired in the 
same year. J. D. Grey, Herschel 
Hobbs and Ramsey Pollard (pic
tured above left to right) will join 
me in talking about our ministry. 
The occasion will be mostly theirs, 
and yours. These former SBC pres
idents are in an ideal position to 
answer your questions about pre
retirement participation in our 

plans, and about post retirement 
reaction as annuitants.

Maybe you have a question 
you'd like them to answer. Leave 
your questions any time through

DAROLD H. MORGAN, President

Jerwng Those 
Who^erve

The Tord

Wednesday at the Annuity Board 
booth in the exhibit hall.

In these series of ads, we've an
swered what you might describe 
as consensus questions about the 
Annuity Board. These are questions 
most often asked of our staff when 
they visit churches, associations 
and conventions.

At the Dallas Convention, we 
want to give YOUR RIGHT TO 
KNOW that extra personal touch 
that's impossible any other way. 
We hope you take advantage of 
this opportunity to ask us person
ally about the retirement, insur
ance and disability programs.

Also, we hope you visit our 
offices in the 511 North Akard 
Building, just a brisk walk from the 
Convention Hall and all major 
downtown hotels.

ANNUITY BOARD, SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION / 511 NORTH AKARD I DALLAS, TEXAS 75201
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Ridgecrest Summer Starting With Students
RIDGECREST, N.C.—Ridgecrest Bap

tist Conference Center’s 14-week summer 
schedule will open this year with the Stu
dent Conference June 8-14.

Charles M. Roselle, secretary of national 
student ministries at the Southern Baptist- 
Sunday School Board, will direct the con
ference that will emphasize stewardship, fel
lowship and evangelism.

Student Week is designed for college stu
dents and those entering college this fall. 
Special conferences will be offered for stu
dent directors, workers with college stu
dents in churches and international students.

Twenty-eight seminars will be available 
during the week. Grady Nutt, humorist 
from Louisville, Ky., will lead a seminar 
on “The Theology of Humor” considering 
whether or not there is a place for humor 
in Christian theology and life-style and how 
it relates to the Christian faith. Also, Nutt 
is featured on the Wednesday and Thursday 
evening programs.

Topics for other seminars include “Con
cepts of the Christian Family,” “Planning a 
Campus Outreach Project,” “The Occult,” 
“Prayer” and “The Christian and the World 
of Business.”

A Share Seminar will meet Sunday 
through Wednesday. It will be a continuing 
intensive study in Christian growth and wit

nessing. Additional subjects include “Bible 
Study,” “The Will of God” and “An Intro
duction to Personal Witnessing.”

Except for the Share Seminar, which 
should be attended four days, conferees 
may attend as many as four different semi
nars. All seminars are not offered every

East Tenn. Baptist Pastors To Study June 24-28 At C-N
The East Tennessee Baptist Preachers’ 

School will hold its 46th annual session at 
Carson-Newman College June 24-28. The 
school is co-sponsored by the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention with the Woman’s 
Missionary Union and Carson-Newman 
College.

Program personalities include J. Estill 
Jones, pastor of Dogwood Hills Church in 
Atlanta, Ga.; W. Fred Kendall, retired 
Executive Secretary-Treasurer of Tennessee 
Baptist Convention; Mrs. Bob Peek, presi
dent of the Woman’s Missionary Union of 
Tennessee; J. C. Bradley of the Southern 
Baptist Convention; Nat C. Bettis, director 
of Extension and Church Vocations In- 
Service at C-N; and Ben F. Philbeck, C-N 
associate professor of religion.

day. Each person will receive a program 
upon registration listing the time and lo
cation of seminars.

To register for Student Week send $10 
to Reservations, Ridgecrest Baptist Confer
ence Center, Box 128, Ridgecrest, N.C. 
28770.

Participating preachers will be housed in 
C-N dormitories, and meals will be served 
at Stokely Cafeteria. Expenses for the con
ference will be $5 for a Tennessee preacher 
(plus $2.50 for wife) and $10 for an out-of- 
state preacher ($5 for wife).

Commemorating Our Heritage—

M3 The thoughtful graduation gift
To change or correct 

your address
Attach label from your latest copy 
here and show new address below— 
include zip code. When changing ad
dress please give two weeks notice.
Please write, do not call address 
changes to insure accuracy.

AU correspondence relating 
to your subscription
should be accompanied by your address 
label. If you are receiving duplicate 
copies please send both labels.
Address all inquiries to:

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR
Post Office Box 647

Brentwood, Tennessee 37027

Name ........................................................
please print

Address ....................................................

City ..........................................................

State.......................Zip Code.................
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More entries. More etymologies. More identified 
Americanisms than any other college dictionary. With 
its 1,000 full-color illustrations, the Deluxe Color 
Edition of Webster's New World Dictionary, Second 
College Edition, elegantly puts the promise of the 
future into the hands of your graduate.

COLLINS © WORLD
Available at all Baptist Bookstores
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Other Happenings James M. Gregg's Sister Dies
Midshipman 1/C Ricky L. Wilson, son 

of Mr. and Mrs. Ivy Wilson, Memphis, has 
been elected president of the Baptist Stu
dent Unions for the states of Maryland and 
Delaware. He is a student at the United 
States Naval Academy in Annapolis, Md. 
A former member of the Bartlett Church in 
Bartlett, Tenn., he is presently a member of 
Heritage Baptist Church in Annapolis.

Ricky and Mike Osborne, members of 
East Park Church, Memphis, will travel to 
New Mexico this summer to do mission 
work in a camp for delinquent boys.

Joe Harris, superintendent of missions 
for the Carroll-Benton Association, reported 
that every church in the association parti
cipated in the centennial crusade. O. M. 
Dangeau was evangelism chairman.

First Church, Rogersville, has closed its 
first television revival. The speakers were 
F. M. Dowell, director of the Department 
of Evangelism, Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion and James McCluskey, Wallace Me
morial Church, Knoxville. The revival was 
viewed on cable channel eight, and mem
bers of the church went on directed visita
tion following the service. The revival con
summated in a decision day service at the 
church. James L. Austin is pastor.

Mrs. Lena Conner, 69, sister of James 
M. Gregg, executive director-treasurer of 
the Tennessee Baptist Children’s Homes, 
died May 10, at Scott County Hospital in 
Oneida following a brief illness.

Mrs. Conner reitred in 1967 after having 
served for 15 years as a house mother at 
the Franklin Children’s Home.

Funeral services were held May 12, at

W. Herschel Ford's 
Simple Sermons series 
now in paperback!
Now for the first time, the legendary "Simple 
Sermons" series by W. Herschel Ford is avail
able both in the original cloth editions and 
inexpensive paperback from only $1.95.
Share Dr. Ford’s spiritual wisdom and prac
tical lessons for living, gained from a lifetime 
of ministering to God's people from all 
avenues of life. —---------

Clifton View Church in Johnson City, 
where she was a charter member. C. W. 
Hedgecoth and Lester Schomaker officiated.

Survivors in addition to her brother in
clude two other brothers, Wayman and 
Fred Gregg, Atlanta, Ga., and two foster 
children, Mrs. Myrtle Tate, Michigan, and 
Robert Harris, Oneida.

Tommie Jenkins and 
Greg Tumm were two 
of the speakers during 
Youth Week at New 
Providence Church, 
Clarksville, Cumberland 
Association. According 
to Church Training di
rector, Robert L. Bow
ers, 25 young people 
participated in the activi

Simple Scuinoos ore 

neiv 
testament 

texts

ties. Youth Week is sponsored by the
Church Training Department of the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention.

Former Tennessee pastor, J. C. Bigbee, 
resigned as pastor of Clarkson Church in 
Clarkson, Ky. to enter full time evangelism 
in the State of Tennessee. Bigbee served 
three churches in Tennessee before going 
to Kentucky six years ago. They included 
Fountain Head in Portland, Bethlehem in 
Springfield, and Westwood in Manchester. 
A native of Tennessee, he and his family 
will make their home at his farm near 
Portland.

REGISTRATION CARDS 
AVAILABLE

The messenger registration cards for 
the Southern Baptist Convention in 
Dallas, Texas, June 11-13, 1974, are 
available now from the Program Serv
ices Department, Tennessee Baptist 
Convention, P.O. Box 647, Brent
wood, Tennessee 37027.

INCLUDING HIS 
NEWEST:
Simple Sermons On the 
New Testament Texts — In 
response to the dynamics of 
man’s progress in the space ps== 
age, Herschel Ford states 
that man still needs God, 
the salvation of Jesus Christ " 
and the strengthening which only the Holy 
Spirit can give. Chapters include: Riches 
That Everybody Can Have; The Greatest 
Question Ever Asked; Sins of Bible Saints 
From Here to Eternity; plus many more.

PLUS ‘SIMPLE SERMONS’...
• On the Churches
• For Christian Workers
• About Jesus Christ
• On Prophetic Themes
• On Life and Living
• For Saints and Sinners
• On Conversion and Commitment
• For Time and Eternity
• On Salvation and Service
• For Today’s World
• For Twentieth Century Christians 

. .. and many, many more!

vv FauO

order from your Baptist Bookstore

ZONdERVaN
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Sunday School Lesson for Sunday, May 19, 1974

Facing Trouble And Temptation
By Dr. W. R. White 

Baylor University, Waco, Texas
Basic Passage: James 1:1-15 
Focal Passage: James 1:2-15

Troubles and trials are a part of the lot 
of this life for everybody, including even 
good Christians.

The word, temptation, has at least two 
concepts. One is that of trials and tests. 
The other is that of an enticement to com
mit sin.

The Christian has to face both tests and 
temptations but he has a big advantage over 
the man of the world. He can see them in 
the light of the perspective of eternity. That 
gives them their true nature as God sees 
them. Then the Christian has the sustaining 
grace to bear them and to use the tests and 
trials for refinement and growth in char
acter. He has the deliverance of Christ from 
enticement to do evil. In His name he can 
resist the devil.

Early Christians made a profound im
pression on the people of the pagan world 
because they so often emerged victorious 
from suffering and sin. They “outlived” 
their neighbors in the world about them.
Look For The Brighter Side James 1:2-4

James likely was referring to the plight of 
Christians due to persecution and associated 
trials, yet the principle applies to all troubles 
and tests through which we have to go as 
our lot in life. Trials and troubles are not 
bright in themselves but can be used to 
develop Christian fortitude and strength.

He urges us to let patience flower into 
its perfect fruitage. Gracious patience amid 
severe trials is one of the loveliest graces. 
What a witness to the Christian faith it is! 
In fact, trials refine our faith into a price
less possession. It can be a course of deep, 
satisfying joy. Some of the most radiant 
Christians we have seen have been great 
sufferers.
Divine Insight Needed James 1:1-5

In the perplexing experiences of life we 
need divine insight or wisdom. It is avail
able for God is willing to bestow it liberally 

and graciously, but we must have a steady, 
firm faith. We cannot waver like a wave 
at sea. If we waver from faith to doubt and 
are unstable in our confidence, we will get 
nowhere with God. In fact, such a picture 
makes us unstable in everything.

Everything Earthly Is Ephemeral 
James 1:9-11

God has a way of exalting the poor 
brother and humbling the rich. It should 
be the source of grateful joy to one and 
very sobering to the other. Our situations in 
life are so transitory and ephemeral. The 
hot sun of severe testing will wither the 
fairest flower and cause the most vigorous 
plant to wilt. Riches constitute no sure 
reliability. They may take wings and fly 
away. They often do.

Endurance Receives Life’s Crown
James 1:12

Crown of life means life’s highest glory. 
It teaches us that those who are tried by 
divers trials and temptations and emerge 
victorious will develop capacity for experi
ence and well being at its highest level. 
“Well done, good and faithful servant” 
from the King of Kings will crown every
thing good that could ever happen to us.

God Has No Part Ip Self-Inflicted Evil 
James 1:13-15

James is referring here to temptation in 
the sense of enticements to evil or sin. In 
this sense, God tempts no man. He does 
try us in other ways.

When man is tempted to sin he is en
ticed by his own lust. He cannot blame 
God in any way. Satan may have a part in 
it but man must accept full responsibility 
for yielding.

A man’s lust conceives and brings forth 
sin. Sin, when it finishes its work, brings 
forth death.

National Acteen Luncheon 
Set June 10 In Dallas

DALLAS—Acteens, the Southern Baptist 
missions organization for girls in grades 
7-12, will hold a national luncheon here 
June 10.

The luncheon, an event of the Woman’s 
Missionary Union annual meeting, will be 
held in a ballroom adjacent to the Dallas 
Convention Center Arena (Memorial Audi
torium) at noon. Theme for the meeting will 
be “Act 1, Acteens Lunch Theatre.”

The WMU annual meeting June 9-10, 
precedes the annual meeting of the South
ern Baptist Convention, June 11-13.

Mrs. R. L. Mathis, president of WMU, 
says that the Acteens luncheon is being 
scheduled for the benefit of teens who at
tend the convention with their parents and 
for Dallas area Acteens who will drive in 
for the sessions. It is the first time a youth 
activity has been scheduled as part of the 
WMU annual meeting.

“Acteens are just as much a part of WMU 
as adults are,” said Mrs. Mathis, “and we 
want them To experience the excitement of 
a national missions meeting. He hope every 
adult who attends will bring a young per
son.”

Representatives of the Southern Baptist 
mission boards will introduce missionaries 
whose work has a youth slant. Missionaries 
and WMU program personalities will circu
late among the audience for personal con
versations.

Tickets for the event are being sold in 
advance through the Dallas office of Texas 
WMU.

The opening session of the main WMU 
meeting will begin at 7 p.m., June 9. Ses
sions on Monday are scheduled for morning, 
afternoon and evening. (BP)

REVELATION MEDIA SERVICES-for your 
record album needs.
Have an economical record album made 
from your tape, or let us produce your 
recording session on location or in a Nash
ville studio.

Call Larry Smith at 297-2490
P.O. Box 12113, Nashville, Tenn. 37212
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Executive Secretary
By Ralph E. Norton

Cooperative Program receipts for the 
first six months of the fiscal year are most 
encouraging. Records indicate that as of

Norton

April 30, 1974, $3,726,- 
601.94 has been received 
which is an increase over 
1973 gifts in the amount 
of $367,777.75.

Based on the $7,- 
000,000 budget for this 
year, the amount al
ready received is 
53.24% of the budget. 
We are confident we will 
go over the 1974 budget 
and if the present trend 
continues, it will be by 

a sizable amount.
This is proof positive that Tennessee 

Baptists want to share Christ’s love 
through Christian giving. Reports from 
many of our churches indicate increased 
giving for all causes. This not only supports 
the Cooperative Program but local church 
needs as well. Faithful stewardship on the 
part of everyone results in increased dedica
tion and a genuine interest in the further
ance of the gospel at home and around the 
world.

We commend the pastors and leaders of 
our churches for their continued interest in 
keeping their members informed concerning 
the causes for which Cooperative Program 
funds are spent. Brother Summar, Director 
of the Stewardship Department, can pro
vide helpful material for use in presenting 
information dealing with how Cooperative 
Program gifts are used as well as spiritual 
and physical needs of people, local and 
world-wide. We want our people to be in
formed.

Leroy Cleverdon, Retired
Baptist Leader, Dies At 79

SUMMERDALE, Ala.—Leroy G. Clev
erdon, 79, a retired Southern Baptist educa
tor and pastor, died here.

Cleverdon retired in 1961 after almost 20 
years as pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Savannah, Ga. Before that he had served for 
10 years as president of Judson College a 
Baptist woman’s institution in Marion, Ala.

He is also former head of the religious 
education department at New Orleans Bap
tist Theological Seminary, former chairman 
of the trustees of Southern Baptist Hospital, 
New Orleans, and was a contributor to the 
original Southern Baptist Encyclopedia.

Cleverdon, who also held pastorates in 
Louisiana and Connecticut, was buried in 
Summerdale. (BP)

Historically
From the files

50 YEARS AGO
Pastor W. D. Hutton wrote from 

Inskip Church that he was celebrating 
his first anniversary as pastor of the 
church and had received a food 
pounding from the members. He said, 
“I have never been happier in any 
pastorate than Inskip, and the church 
is only a little over four years old.”

Brother F. M. Dowell, Sr., new pas
tor at McMinnville, stated that the 
work was progressing and that the 
church was running the largest Sunday 
School in its history with three 
BYPUs and crowded worship serv
ices.

20 YEARS AGO
Under the direction of Wade Car

ver, First Church, Jamestown, reached 
a record Sunday School attendance of 
419.

On April 18, Pastor R. G. Lee re
ceived the 19,000th person to unite 
with the Bellevue Church in Memphis 
since he had come as pastor. Present 
for the service was Miss Leone Gram
mer who was the first member he re
ceived.

10 YEARS AGO
W. L. Lee, pastor of churches in 

Polk, McMinn, and Bradley Counties 
for over 40 years, died in Athens. 
Funeral services were held at the 
Springfield Church.

Jimmy Austin, a Union University 
Junior, was elected state president of 
the Baptist Student Union. A native 
of Maury City, he was to serve with 
Eddy Sellers, Paulette Scott, Rob 
Sandford, Bill Johnson, Tim Birkhead, 
and Peggy Smith.

CHURCH FURNITURE 
by LINDSEY

DIRECT FROM THE 
FACTORY—PEWS, PULPIT 
TABLES, CHAIRS, FIBRE- 
GLASS BAPTISTRIES AND 
CLASSROOM EQUIPMENT

PHONE 615-762-2249

BOX 429

LAWRENCEBURG, TENN. 38464

On Matters of

By Dr. B. David Edens,. 
Director, Marriage and 
Family Program 
Stephens College 
Columbia. Missouri 65201

Sociologists See Sexuality
Entering Play Area

If the concept of sex as “a strictly fun 
thing” continues to gain adherents, many 
more and much younger children will be 
playing the game by the end of the next 25 
years, in the opinion of sociologists William 
A. Simon, Institute for Juvenile Research, 
Chicago, and John Gagnon, State Univ, of 
New York, Stony Brook.

“When sex is merely a form of play, then 
our concern over who does it, how old they 
are, what their marital status is (unless we 
are concerned with disease or pregnancy) 
is misplaced,” the former Kinsey Institute 
trainees pointed out in Today’s Health.

Toward the end of the next 25 years, 
“There will begin to be a steady increase in 
sexual activity among youngsters under 16 
and a general increase in erotic behavior 
during early adolescence,” predict Simon 
and Gagnon.

The sociologists observe that the “drift” 
of sexuality into the sphere of play has al
ready begun to diminish the emotional in
tensity, the emotional investment, that has 
always been connected with the sex experi
ence. They stress, however, that while the 
trend is growing, it is by no means predortl-' 
inant in today’s society.

Gagnon and Simon believe that the 
“major pattern of change” will come through 
the softening of gender identity among chil
dren in their earliest years, a trend already 
operating in middle and upper-class families, 
where there is increasing emphasis on curb
ing aggression in little boys, dressing girls 
and boys alike, and childrearing styles “in 
which the occupational dimension of male 
life is nearly totally removed from the life 
of the child.”

CUM FURNITURE
At a price 

Any Church Can Afford 
Write or call

WAGONER BROS.
MFG. CO.

Hom: OR 5-2448 
Booneville, Aikenses
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Church Furniture 
Pews and Chancel 

GRAHAM MANUFACTURING, INC. 
P.O. Box 308 

Auburn, Ky. 42206 
Area Code 502-542-4192

Offered by prospectus only 

FIRST
MORTGAGE 

BONDS
Available In Amounts as low as $1,000 

WRITE or CALL 

CHURCH 
SECURITIES, 
INC.
Registered Broker/ 
Dealer 
4095 Clairmont Road 
Atlanta, Georgia 30341

CALL TOLL FREE 
NO COST TO YOU 

DIAL DIRECT 
1 (800) 241-8701

OR MAIL COUPON TO ABOVE ADDRESS

Barton Barrett Day, May 19 
At Powells Chapel Church

On Sunday, May 19, Powells Chapel 
Baptist Church in Murfreesboro will ob
serve Barton Barrett Day, according to Pas
tor Donald McRae.

This day was set aside last fall as an 
annual observance in which the church, on 
the Sunday closest to Barrett’s birthday, 
May 15, would give a special offering into 
the Barton Barrett Scholarship 
Fund. The fund was established in the fall 
of 1973 through the Tennessee Baptist 
Foundation with Belmont College in mem
ory of Barrett. The fund has established a 
music scholarship at Belmont which will be 
granted by the Music Department to a de
serving student whose vocation will be in 
church music.

Barrett was an evangelist singer and was 
teamed with evangelist Ray Sadler. The two 
were killed following an air crash near 
Nashville on Nov. 27, 1972. Powells Chap
el is the boyhood home church of Barrett 
and is the church where his father, Allen 
Barrett, a retired Baptist minister, current
ly attends.

OBU Receives $500,000 
For Learning Center

SHAWNEE, Okla.—Oklahoma Baptist 
University has received a $500,000 chal
lenge-matching grant for its proposed Learn
ing Center from the J. E. and L. E. Mabee 
Foundation, Inc., of Tulsa.

The grant brings the amount pledged for 
the construction-renovation project to 
$1,003,817, according to OBU president Dr. 
William G. Tanner. OBU must raise an ad
ditional $500,000 by April 1, 1975, to 
meet the challenge conditions of the grant.

C. D. Forrest, trustee and secretary of 
the foundation and president of the Mabee 
Petroleum Co., announced the gift. It is the 
largest foundation gift for a capital project 
OBU has ever received, and it is the second 
large grant the Mabee Foundation has made 
to OBU. In 1970, the foundation contrib
uted $200,000 to the completion of OBU’s 
$600,000 Mabee Fine Arts Center.

The Learning Center project will include 
the addition to and renovation of OBU’s 
current library, Brittain Hall, and its facul
ty office building, Owens Hall.

The new addition will contain more than 
28,300 square feet of floor space on four 
floors, bringing the total space in the Learn
ing Center to 58,000 square feet. Total shelf 
capacity will be increased to 250,000 vol
umes and the total seating capacity to more 
than 500. The building will include an 
audio-visual center.

Prior to the receipt of the grant, OBU’s 
office of development had secured pledges 
totaling $500,307 from 175 donors. (BP)

Enjoying A Sermon
By Ray O. Jones

Recently a minister wrote an article in 
a certain publication in which he deplored 
the idea of people telling their pastor that 
they “enjoyed” his sermon. Ser
mons aren’t to be enjoyed, he 
said. Well, now, is that so? I 
don’t believe it. What’s wrong 
with enjoying a sermon? Are 
sermons supposed to be dull, 
dry, uninteresting and boring? 
We enjoy many other things in — 
life. Why not enjoy a sermon?
We enjoy a sunset. We enjoy a i: 
concert. Is a thing wrong be
cause it is enjoyable? Surely not 
everything in life is wrong be
cause it is enjoyable. There must 
be many things in life both en- ... 
joy able and right. 7:

Rather than telling your pas- i 
tor you enjoyed his sermon, he 
said, you should tell him you 
received a “blessing.” The word 
“blessing” comes from one of 
two Greek words which carry 
the implication of “happiness 
and joy.” How does one receive 
a “blessing” from a sermon 
which cannot be “enjoyed?”

Our presentation of the Chris
tian faith is often unattractive 
to thoughtful people. We turn 
people off! We advertise a serv
ice we admit is not to be en
joyed. Why? No other organi
zation (but the church) would do this. 
Sermons which can’t be enjoyed can hardly 
be endured. How many of us would attend 
a concert which promised only to be dull 
and boring? How many of us would go to a 
ballgame if we were warned that it would 
not be enjoyable?

The idea that whatever is enjoyable is 
bad and whatever is distasteful is good is 
more pagan than Christian. The good news 
of Christ is enjoyable. It is good news—not 
bad. If you cannot enjoy good news, then 
you must really be a kook. Enough of this 
nonsense that sermons cannot be enjoyed. 
Sermons can be enjoyed. All of them may 
not be enjoyed equally. The church is to be 
enjoyed. Salvation is to be enjoyed. The 
kingdom of God is to be enjoyed. Listen to 
your pastor’s sermon. Enjoy it! Enjoy your
self. It’s later than you think!
(Editor’s Note: Jones is pastor of First Baptist 
Church of Fountain City, 2801 Holbrook Drive, 
Knoxville, Tenn. 37918)

WANTED—Retired ministers full or 
part-time to work with Christians, 
churches and pastors. Write giving 
background and phone number to 
John McCurley, P. O. Box 1054, 
Hendersonville, TN. 37075
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