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History Of Tennessee Baptist Men
Tennessee Baptist men played an impor

tant part in beginning much of the work 
that is being carried on by Tennessee Bap
tists today. Stewardship was an early em
phasis. In a report to the 1906 Tennessee 
Baptist Convention entitled, “Committees 
Report on the Laymen’s Movement”, we 
find this recommendation, “We further 
recommend that the Convention authorize 
the State Board to inaugurate a Christian 
Stewardship Movement among the laymen 
to the end of establishing systematic and 
liberal giving, and that the Board be em
powered to employ a man whose duty, title, 
and salary shall be defined by said Board, 
to give his whole time to the prosecution of 
this work.” The men were already assisting 
the associations and speaking in local 
churches on stewardship.

In the 1917 minutes of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention, we find stewardship 
again emphasized. “The Laymen’s Mis
sionary Movement is zealous in promoting 
the Biblical doctrine of stewardship among 
laymen; this work is done through the dis
tribution of tracts and by addresses deliv
ered in the churches, at Convention and 
at banquets of the men.”

In the 1919 minutes of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention we find that, “. . . in 
many associations the laymen are helping to 
conduct missionary rallies and are helping 
organize campaigns in the interest both of 
evangelism and enlistment.” We find in 
this same report that about 600 men were 
enlisted to give $5.00 a year to an emer
gency fund, and that the men had assumed 
the salaries of 16 missionaries. The 1921 
minutes speaks of a tithing campaign by 
the men to enlist 35,000 tithers.
Stewardship, Mission Emphasis

One of the first groups of adults to use 
Sunday night for training was a group of 
Baptist men. In the 1917 minutes of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention, we find them 
calling themselves, “Men’s Missionary 
Union.” In the 1931 minutes, we see that 
many of our Brotherhoods were using the 
BYPU hour in the local church to study 
missions and stewardship. In some cases 
they put on a regular program each week 
instead of once a month.”

Also, the men were called on to raise 
money. In the 1914 minutes of the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention, it was recom
mended that the Laymen’s Movement take 
the lead in raising the state’s part of a debt
of $120, ntii owed by the Home and For
eign Mission Boards. In the 1944 minutes,

By Roy J. Gilleland
we find that the men had been asked to raise 
$200,000 in 1942 to pay off an indebtedness 
of institutions of the Convention. The re
port states that by April, 1942 they had 
raised the full amount—eight months ahead 
of schedule.

The beginnings of the Tennessee Baptist 
Foundation were first planted in the hearts 
of the Baptist men. In the 1920 minutes, we 
find that the men were “. . . giving a lot of 
publicity to the suggestion that men shall 
write their wills early, seek legal counsel, 
and bequeath at least one tenth of then- 
estates to the Lord’s cause.” When the 
Foundation was set up, the funds that were 
transferred to the Foundation from a spe
cial fund of the Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion had been raised mainly by the Baptist 
men.
Call To Soul Winning Urged

There is one major purpose to which any 
organization of men must be dedicated: to 
lead men to know and commit themselves 
fully to the Lordship of Jesus Christ. The 
men are not challenged by “cheap grace.” 
Whatever we call it; soul-winning, Christian 
witnessing, evangelism, or mission action, 
any church organization for men must be 
dedicated to the reaching of others for the 
glory of Jesus Christ. This applies as well 
to the men of the Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion. In the 1924 minutes we find this re
vealing statement, “There is one field of 
service which we would urge every layman 
to enter. It offers no chance for display, no 
occasion for self-glory. There is plenty 
of room to work without getting in any
body’s way. That is the field of personal 
evangelism, the individual heart-to-heart 
talk with the man next to you about the way 
of life eternal.”

In the 1931 Convention minutes the 
Brotherhood report for one association re
vealed, “356 prayer meetings with around 
200 conversions.”

Much more can be said about the activi
ties of the Tennessee Baptist men. They 
were most interested in the boys and had a 
“Man and Boy Movement” before they 
were asked to take over the Royal Ambas
sadors. They were one of the first groups 
to start cottage prayer meetings. They 
were the first group to recognize the need 
of half and quarter time churches in neigh
boring fields working together and building 
pastoriums for one pastor to work with one 
or more churches and live on the field.

In the annual report to the Tennessee Bap
tist Convention in 1925 the Southern Bap

tist Convention recommended that each 
state employ a capable layman to work its 
own territory in the area of the Laymen’s 
Movement. It is gratifying that Tennessee 
was the first state to respond to this appeal. 
W. D. Hudgins, superintendent of the Edu
cation Department, was asked to organize 
and enlist Tennessee laymen. The first re
port of Laymen’s work at an annual Ten
nessee Baptist Convention was in November 
1925. Brother Hudgins reported, “Some 
five months ago the laymen’s work was 
voted into this department.” There were 
19 local Brotherhoods and 10 associational 
organizations of Laymen. Brother Hudgins 
directed the Laymen’s Brotherhood until his 
death in 1934.

Laymen’s Convention Held
In 1935 Andrew Allen became super

intendent of Sunday School and Laymen’s 
work. The first state-wide Convention of 
Laymen was held in Clarksville on Nov. 
10, 1936 with 250 men attending. Allen 
resigned in 1937 and Jesse Daniel became 
the superintendent of Sunday School and 
Brotherhood Department.

E. K. Wiley was elected to serve as the 
first full-time Tennessee Brotherhood secre
tary on September 15, 1940. He served 
until 1949 when E. N. Delzell became 
Brotherhood secretary. In 1953 E. C. Sisk 
was added to the department as stewardship 
worker.

The Royal Ambassadors were transferred 
(Continued on page 4)

Three Churches Include

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR
The following churches have included 

the Baptist And Reflector in their church 
budget programs:

New Budgets

Cedar Springs Baptist Church
Route 4, Cedar Springs Road 
Cleveland, Tn. 37311 
Rev. John J. Smith, Pastor

Center Point Baptist Church
Route 2
Springfield, Tenn. 37172 
Rev. John Lepper, Pastor

New Salem Baptist Church
9806 Dallas Hollow Road 
Daisy, Tn. 37319
Rev. J. Ted Painter, Pastor



Cooperative Program Totals Show Continued Gain
NASHVILLE—Receipts channeled 

through the Southern Baptist Convention’s 
(SBC) Cooperative Program unified budget 
increased over last year for May and for 
the first eight months of the current fiscal 
year, figures released here show.

Cooperative Program totals SBC-wide for 
May reached $3,443,370, for an increase of 
$843,834 and 32.46 per cent over May, 
1973, according to John Williams, director 
of financial planning and assistant to the 
treasurer of the Executive Committee, SBC.

Contributions, (designated and undesig
nated receipts combined) for the fiscal year 
to date, October, 1973, through May, 1974, 
were $54,302,070, an increase of $6,891,- 
781 and 14.54 per cent over the same period 
last year.

Undesignated Cooperative Program totals 
for October, 1973 through May, 1974 were 
$25,613,229, an increase of $3,228,931 and 
14.42 per cent over the same months last 
year. Designated receipts for the year to 
date were $28,688,841 for an increase of 
$3,662,850 and 14.64 per cent.

While undesignated Cooperative Pro
gram receipts have continued to rise each 
month of the current fiscal year, Williams 
noted that designated receipts, which 
showed a decline of 1.48 per cent in April 
compared with April, 1973, were up in May 
and showed an increase of 43.16 per cent 
over May, 1973. Designated receipts for 
May, 1974 were $4,227,935, an increase 
of $1,289,774, Williams said.

Combined contribution totals (undesig
nated and designated receipts) for May 
were $7,721,305 for an increase of $2,133,-
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608 and 38.18 per cent over the same time 
span in 1973, Williams said.

Noting the increases in Cooperative Pro
gram giving during the current fiscal year, 
Porter Routh, executive secretary-treasurer 
of the Executive Committee, SBC, said:

“The significant increase in Cooperative 
Program receipts in May will help Southern 
Baptist Convention agencies meet inflation 
pressures. This represents continued con
cern on the part of Southern Baptist church 
members and pastors.” (BP)

National Teacher's Test
Set At C-N, July 20

Carson-Newman College, designated as a 
test center for the National Teacher Exami
nation, will administer the test on July 20, 
according to Ray Koonce, director of guid
ance.

The test is intended for college seniors 
preparing to teach and teachers applying 
for certification, licensure, or those seeking 
positions in school systems which encourage 
or require the NTE. In addition, the desig
nation of Carson-Newman as a test center 
for these examinations will give prospective 
teachers in this area an opportunity to com
pare their performance on the examinations 
with candidates throughout the United 
States who take the tests, Koonce stated.

The examination js designed to assess 
cognitive knowledge and understanding in 
professional education, general education 
and subject-field specialization.

By Jim Griffith
Sunday is Father’s Day.
This is a day filled with so much 

sentiment that some sons will not only 
let their dads use the car—but will 
also allow them to wear their own 
clothes.

Nevertheless, there is no doubt that 
fathers deserve the recognition. As 
the rhyme says:

Dad may work from sun to sun, 
But his work is never done.

Being the head of the family often 
means that the father is the one who 
gets the headache. To give the rhyme 
another twist:

Dad must also work from son to 
son,

And from daughter to daughter.
And his work is done because he 

loves,
And not ’cause he thinks he 

oughta.
Still, be that as it may, all families 

are strengthened when the emphasis 
changes so that it is not just father 
who pays, but father who prays.

Devotional

Thank God For Fathers
By Mrs. W. C. Summar

“If ye (fathers) know how to give good 
gifts unto your children how much more 
shall your Heavenly Father give good 

things to them who ask 
him”.

Before the first child 
came into the world, 
God made a father and 
mother to welcome the 
new baby, to nurture and 
care for him and above 
all to love him.

Society expects 
a father to provide for 
the physical necessities

Summar of his child. God re
quires that a father 

should train up a child in the way he should 
go. An old saying that a son does what 
his father says for the first fourteen years 
of his life and thereafter does what his 
father does, still holds true more often 
than not.

A good father is tender, firm, strong, 
compassionate, merciful, forgiving, consid
erate, prayerful and is interested in his 
child coming to know Christ as his Saviour. 
When the writer made her profession of 
faith, her own father came down the aisle 
to kiss her. As they walked the short block 
home from church together that night, he 
remarked that the stars had never shown 
so brightly. She vividly remembers that he 
gave a special thanks offering to God when 
her brother made his profession of faith.

Another picture the writer shall always 
remember is that of the father of her own 
son sitting in her hospital room dressed 
in his white air force uniform holding their 
tiny baby son and saying as he looked at 
him, “I do wish you knew how much we 
love you”, and then leading him to accept 
Christ at an early age.

Happy is the child who can feel at home 
in the home of his father where a good 
example is set before him, where he re
ceives justice, fairness, mercy, considera
tion, is loved, and is taught to pray and 
to know God as his Heavenly Father.

God loves you. He gave you an earthly 
father and He wants to be your Heavenly 
Father.

Father’s Day is the time for giving thanks 
and for remembering.

Mrs. Summar is the wife of W. C. Summar, 
director of Stewardship, Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion, P. O. Box 347, Brentwood, Tenn. 37027.
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Scheduled for delivery Tuesday morning, June 11, 1974 at Dallas by Owen Cooper

PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS TO 
SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION

(Abbreviated)

STATE OF THE CONVENTION
I have traveled very extensively, and everywhere I have 

gone I have found the state of the Convention good. For the 
first time in history we have baptized over 400,000 people 
for three consecutive years. Sunday School enrollment is up. 
Total membership is up. Total giving is up. Interest in semi
nary education runs high with a near-record enrollment. The 
program of the Home Mission Board continues to expand 
although the number of missionaries remains static. The 
Foreign Mission Board has entered its seventy-seventh coun
try and the number of foreign missionaries is at an all-time 
high. The Radio and Television Commission services more 
stations with more programs than ever before. In their own 
areas of activity, the Annuity Board, the Brotherhood Com
mission, the Christian Life Commission, the Education Com
mission, the Historical Commission, the Stewardship Com
mission, the Southern Baptist Foundation, the Joint Commit
tee on Public Affairs and the Baptist World Alliance are 
doing a good job.

Yes, the state of the Convention is good; and herein may 
lie our greatest peril. We must not let good become the 
enemy of the best. A five-talent performance with a ten- 
talent capacity must not satisfy us. “To whom much is given, 
much is required.” Much has been given Southern Baptists.

HOW IT STARTED
May I briefly review how we came to be where we are?
You recall the story. Adoniram Judson and his wife ar

rived in India somewhat confused because of their careful 
study of the New Testament during a long trans-oceanic 
voyage. After discussions with William Carey, they became 
convinced of the Baptist position and were baptized by Carey 
in the church he had built in Calcutta. Soon thereafter, Luther 
Rice arrived and in a reasonable period of time, he, too, was 
baptized into the Baptist church. There were then three Bap
tist missionaries from the United States in India with no 
support. The decision was made that Luther Rice would 
return to the United States and seek support for the Judsons 
who were to go to Burma and plant the Word of God there. 
This all happened in 1812.

Rice returned in 1813. On his horse, he departed from 
Northborough, Massachusetts, located about 40 miles west 
of Boston, to go up and down the Eastern seacoast visiting 
churches and seeking support for missions. He soon discov
ered that this was not the way to support missions; churches 
should organize to support missions. In conference with Bap
tist leaders from Boston to South Carolina, the decision was 
made in 1814 to call a “great” meeting in Philadelphia to 
organize for foreign mission support.

The Triennial Convention, as the organization became 
popularly known, began to function, enlisting support for 
missionaries. Luther Rice assumed the arduous task of lead
ing the Convention as he traveled by horseback and horse 
and buggy from Massachusetts to Georgia, Alabama, Tennes
see, and intermediate states, stirring the hearts of people to 
support missions.

SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION ORGANIZED
As the years passed, tension began to grow between the 

North and the South over the question of slavery as well as 
the structure of the mission organizations. In 1845 a meeting 
was called in Augusta, Georgia, at which the Southern Baptist 
Convention was organized. This meeting was attended by 166 

delegates and representatives of fourteen organizations. There 
were two significant actions taken at the organizational meet
ing of the Southern Baptist Convention: namely, the creation 
of the Home Mission Board and the Foreign Mission Board.

We say, “Home Mission Board, you lead us in a great pro
gram of evangelism, you challenge our states to intensify their 
programs of evangelism and provide support that is appro
priate to them. You challenge our associations to a new 
intensity of evangelistic effort. You encourage the old tech
niques, the revivals, the tent meetings, the simultaneous cru
sades, tract distribution, and other methods of confronting 
people with the claims of Jesus Christ. You provide us with 
new methods of evangelism, you train our laymen to witness, 
you use a bus ministry to bring the lost to the church, you 
use radio and television to fervently proclaim the Gospel, 
you work among our high schools in evangelistic outreach, 
you lead us in a program of winning America for Christ.”

Then we say, “We will finance it.”
What is the Southern Baptist Convention? It is the Home 

Mission Board.
FOREIGN MISSION BOARD

And the second major decision made, when the Southern 
Baptist Convention was organized, was the establishment of 
a Foreign Mission Board. That stalwart band of Christians 
had bifocal vision. Their vision extended to the uttermost 
parts of the earth as they accepted the Commission to carry 
the Gospel to all people. From the meager beginning, our 
Foreign Mission Board has grown into a great institution 
headquartered in Richmond, Virginia, with 2,550 foreign mis
sionaries in seventy-seven countries.

There are 2^ billion unchurched people in the world. We 
have one missionary for each one million unchurched people 
in the world.

Somehow we must reorder our priorities if we are going to 
take the Gospel story around the world. I ask myself, “How 
many times do I want the Gospel preached over and over 
to me until it is first preached to someone who has never 
heard it before?”

Our Foreign Mission Board budget should be $100,000. 
The number of our missionaries should be 5,000. We have 
the people in our pews that God could call. We have the 
money in our pocketbooks to pay the added cost.

What is the Southern Baptist Convention? It is the Foreign 
Mission Board.

SEMINARIES
As the Southern Baptist Convention began to grow, the 

need for an educated ministry soon became apparent. In 
1859 a seminary was organized in Greenville, South Caro
lina, by a group of pastors. Later arrangements were made 
for it to be taken over by the Convention. The seminary was 
moved to Louisville, Kentucky.

From this beginning of one seminary, there are now six 
located throughout the United States—one in Louisville, 
Kentucky; one in Fort Worth, Texas; one in New Orleans, 
Louisiana; one in Wake Forest, North Carolina; one near 
San Francisco, California; and one in Kansas City, Missouri. 
These six seminaries have almost 6,000 students preparing for 
full-time Christian service.

The seminaries are not perfect; the teachers are not per
fect; but this Convention elects 25% of the Board of Trustees

(Continued on page 5)
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Observe And Enjoy 

Our Centennial Year
By Mrs. M. K. Cobble

This year marks the 100th anniversary of the organization 
of the Tennessee Baptist Convention. It is thrilling to be a 
part of some 930,000 uniting in service to God through more 
than 2700 Tennessee Baptist churches. Our central purpose 
remains the same as in the past: “to bring men to God through 
Jesus Christ”.

During this Centennial year we would not travel backward 
on a great nostalgic express simply to reflect on “by-gones”, 
but rather that the future may be more glorious as we come 
to know and appreciate our heritage. Yes, it is good to know 
from whence Tennessee Baptists came, where they are today, 
and then to move into the future with added zest and strength.

Many opportunities are available during this Centennial 
year through which we may review the past, learn about the 
great leaders, and witness the dedication which has brought us 
to this good year. Mature Baptists who have helped to make 
this history will, with pride, enjoy seeing the pages of history 
unfold through articles in the Baptist And Reflector, the book 
of history written by W. Fred Kendall, the film “Tennessee

HillBaptists Committed To The Future”, and the Pageant which 
is to be presented at the annual meeting in Murfreesboro in
November.

We are excited about still another way available to appeal 
to all ages, but especially to the youth. The three historical 
skits: “Once Upon A Time—The Beginnings,” “Faith And 
Frustrations” and “A Cloud Of Witnesses,” present in a brief 
and interesting way, the history of the last century. A copy 
has been mailed to every pastor. Duplicate additional copies, 
or you may order as many copies as you need from the 
Public Relations Office, Tennessee Baptist Convention, P.O. 
Box 347, Brentwood, Tennessee 37027 for 10 cents per copy.

See that your leaders in Church Training, Woman’s Mis
sionary Union, and Vacation Bible School have this informa
tion. All of these groups could use the skits with profit to your 
congregation. Youth are so capable, and they desire to be 
involved. Here is something ready for them. As they pre
pare and give the skits, they will be challenged to give them
selves in the work of the Lord through their churches.

Use the skits anytime by any group in your church, share

Invitation To Church Membership
Recently we visited iiYthe Village Baptist Church in the 

Oklahoma City area. This is a beautiful church with superior 
facilities. The pastor, James D. Springfield, is a superb 
preacher and a dynamic leader. The church is blessed with a 
large number of men and women with outstanding abilities 
who are members.

Each visitor is handed a welcome packet. This includes 
the usual card to sign and ribbon to wear. But we were most 
impressed by a small leaflet in the packet entitled “Consider 
Belonging?” This invitation to church membership explains 
in some detail the various ways the church receives new 
members. Since we do not believe that baptism, even im
mersion, done by churches of other denominations is truly 
baptism, we were especially interested in the invitation to those 
who belong to churches other than Baptist under the heading, 
“If You Belong to Another Denomination.”

This reads as follows: “It is not our purpose to proselyte 
members from other denominations. However, for those who 
believe as we do and who wish to consider coming into our 
fellowship, we make the following statement: Baptists believe 
that we are saved by placing our trust in the Lord Jesus Christ 
who died on the cross to save us from sin (I Peter 1:18-19).
We further believe that New Testament baptism is by ium er-
sion and is reserved for believers only. It is not a sacrament 
but a symbol of our death to sin, the burial of the old man 
and the resurrection of the new man in Christ Jesus (Rom. 
6:4-6). It pictures our faith in him alone for salvation (Eph. 
2:8-10). Since no other denomination in our knowledge be
lieves exactly as we do as to the mode and meaning of 
baptism, we receive those coming to us from other denom
inations as candidates for baptism upon the basis of their 
Christian experience. In no sense does this imply that you 
are not already a Christian. If your belief is as ours, we shall 
welcome you as a candidate for baptism and into our full 

"fellowship.”—Jack L. Gritz, editor, The Baptist Messenger,
Oklahoma

them with another church, or in an associational meeting. Let 
us make wide use of this material.

(Note: Mrs. Cobble is a secretary of the Centennial Committee, and a 
former president of the State WMU. Since her husband’s retirement as 
pastor of First Baptist Church, Andersonville, they have resided at 3412 
Luwana I. ne, Knoxville, Tenn. 37917).

History Of Tennessee Baptist Men
(Continued from page 1)

to the Brotherhood Department from the 
WMU in 1954 and Jimmy Allen became the 
first Royal Ambassador secretary for Ten
nessee.

Paul R. Cates became the Brotherhood 
secretary in 1955 on the resignation of E. 
N. Delzell, and Roy J. Gilleland Jr., be
came an associate in the Brotherhood De
partment on January 15, 1956 on the 
resignation of Jimmy Allen. Paul Cates re
signed in September, 1961.

On April 1, 1963, Roy J. Gilleland Jr., 
was elected secretary of the Brotherhood 
Department and continues in this position 
today. (April 1963 reported 64 churches 
having Royal Ambassador chapters with 
membership of 12,242 and 900 Brother

hood organizations with membership of 
23,914).

William H. Brown became an associate 
in the Brotherhood Department in June 
1964, and resigned October 1, 1967. Wil
liam E. Highsmith became an associate in 
the Brotherhood Department on June 
17, 1968, and continues in this position.

(Note: Beginning with this article Baptist And 
Reflector will carry histories of the departments 
of the Tennessee Baptist Convention, agencies, and 
institutions in the paper as space permits. Our 
readers will want to keep their copies of this year’s 
Baptist And Reflector because of their historic 
content. For several weeks the paper has run 
historic items by W. Fred Kendall. Other articles 
by Kendall will also appear as space permits.)

Loudon Association
To Dedicate Office Building

A dedication service and open house 
will be held for the Loudon County Baptist 
Association Office Building on Sunday, June 
23, at 2:30 p.m., according to superintend
ent of missions Glen Melton.

Construction on the building, which 
began in 1973, was completed in April of 
this year. The one story structure contains 
a workroom, tract room, office, and one 
conference room. Wheeler Construction Co., 
Lenoir City, was the general contractor.

Special guests scheduled to appear at the 
ceremonies include Ralph Norton, execu
tive secretary-treasurer of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention; Leslie Baumgartner, 
director of Missions Department, Tennessee 
Baptist Convention, and Melton.
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PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS
(Continued from page 3) - ’

each year and commissions them to work with the adminis
tration in keeping the seminaries consistent with the beliefs, 
the ideals, and the programs of the Convention. No church, 
no association, and few states could operate a seminary. Col
lectively, the 34,000 churches working cooperatively through 
the Southern Baptist Convention maintain six great seminaries, 
including the two largest Protestant seminaries in the world.

We cannot expect all those who go to non-Southern Baptist 
institutions to come away with a commitment to Southern 
Baptist programs, with an understanding of its organization, 
with a favorable attitude toward its literature, with a convic
tion to support mission giving through the Cooperative Pro
gram and with a fervor for the agencies of the Convention. 
If others train our ministries, others will be shaping their 
attitudes.

With an increasing number of ministers desiring additional 
training this is not a matter to be considered at some future 
date, but it is a situation that must be given immediate atten
tion.

The Seminary Extension Department operated by the semi
naries reports a record enrollment of 4,973 persons with inter
est increasing year by year.

What is the Southern Baptist Convention? The Southern 
Baptist Convention is seminary education.

Many times I have heard the question, “What do they do 
with all that money we send to Nashville?” It is a good ques
tion. May I remind you of the fact that 50% of the money 
goes to the Foreign Mission Board, 18.75% to the Home 
Mission Board and 21 % to our seminaries. This is a total of 
89.75 cents of each dollar for foreign missions, home missions 
and seminary education.

It would be a drastic oversimplification to say that the 
Sunday School Board was organized. Actually the Sunday 
School Board evolved over a long period of years to become 
the largest of the Southern Baptist Convention agencies. From 
the Sunday School Board come periodicals, information on 
methods, and assistance in the area of Bible study, church 
training, church music, Christian literature, Vacation Bible 
School, deacon’s training, church administration, and a multi
tude of other areas.

Last year the Sunday School Board issued 83.5 million 
periodicals, bulletins and special study items; they published 
72 new books and sold over 5 million books and supply items.

The Sunday School Board is on the front line of Baptist 
agencies. It communicates through the printed word. I marvel 
that the Sunday School Board communicates as well as it does 
as we think of the great variation in education, in travel, in 
geography, in experience, and in attitudes that exist among 
the 12 million Southern Baptists.

What is the Southern Baptist Convention? It is the Sunday 
School Board.

Three-quarters of a century ago, the inventive genius of 
man developed techniques of communicating without wires. 
Soon thereafter, the radio industry was bom.

Discerning Southern Baptists saw in this new means of 
communication an opportunity to spread the Gospel. Thus 
the Radio Commission came into being.

As television developed and this new phenomena became 
an effective mind molder and opinion maker, Southern Bap
tists enlarged the work of the Radio Commission to include 
television. We now have located at Fort Worth, Texas, an 
effective Radio and Television Commission.

Currently the Radio and Television Commission has 39 
programs broadcast on 2,802 stations. There are 9,000 
separate programs each week, an average of one each sixteen 
seconds.

Radio and television can enter a home where a visitor is 
not welcome; it can enter a high-rise apartment with a guard 
standing at the door; it can enter a village inaccessible by 
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modem means of transportation; it can penetrate the Bamboo 
Curtain; it can go over the Iron Curtain.

What is the Southern Baptist Convention? The Southern 
Baptist Convention is the Radio and Television Commission.

BROTHERHOOD
Southern Baptists believe in the priesthood of the indi

vidual; that not only should the individual accept the “office” 
of the priesthood but he should accept the “duties” of the 
office. Each competent individual is responsible to God for 
his own ministry. The work of all the people of God, the 
“laos”, is indispensable if the Christian church is to grow and 
develop.

Southern Baptists recognize this and have taken positive 
action to enlist men. As a result the Brotherhood Commission 
has been organized and given the mandate to enlist men in 
mission education, mission involvement and the support of 
missions.

To me the greatest apostasy of the last one hundred years 
has been the perpetuation of the non-Biblical concept that 
the burden for evangelism and missions lies only with the 
full-time Christian worker and that the “layman” has little 
responsibility. Lay people are expected to occupy the church 
pew, to fill the offering plate, to teach a Sunday School class, 
to attend Church Training but otherwise are seldom chal
lenged by the church program.

We seem to have forgotten that in the early church the 
“laos” were the people of God—all the people of God. There 
was no distinction between those we now call “ministers” and 
those we now call the “laity” insofar as their obligation and 
responsibility for living the Gospel and spreading the Gospel 
was concerned.

What is the Southern Baptist Convention? It is the Brother
hood Commission.

In 1888 Woman’s Missionary Union was organized as an 
auxiliary to the Southern Baptist Convention. What a marvel
ous job the women have done in missionary education, in call
ing out missionaries, and in launching two great programs to 
support home and foreign missions. This year these programs 
will produce $30 million for the cause of Christ.

But the Southern Baptist Convention is more than these. 
It is a Stewardship Commission seeking to enlist more and 
more members to acknowledge God as the owner, man as a 
steward, and to challenge men to return to God at least a 
tithe of that with which they have been entrusted. It is a 
Christian Life Commission challenging Southern Baptists and 
the nation in the area of Christian morality and ethics, so 
sorely needed at this time. It is an Education Commission 
working with the state-owned Baptist colleges and universities 
to bring about coordination and cooperation so that these 
institutions can be more effective in their programs of col
legiate training for young people. It is a Historical Commission 
preserving the history of the past and keeping records of the 
events of the day which will be Baptist history tomorrow. 
It is the Southern Baptist Foundation seeking more efficient 
utilization of investment funds for Baptist institutions and 
providing another channel for Southern Baptists to make 
lasting contributions in support of any or all of its agencies 
and activities. It is cooperation with National Baptists in the 
operation of the American Baptist Seminary in Nashville; it 
is the Public Affairs Committee, headquartered in Washing
ton, providing constant vigilance in the area of Religious 
Freedom and the Separation of Church and State; it is mem
bership in and support of the Baptist World Alliance as this 
body seeks to strengthen Baptist fellowship, organization and 
witness throughout the world; and it is a small staff located 
in the headquarters building in Nashville carrying on the day 
to day work of the Convention, providing public relations 
and publicity, seeking program coordination, and distributing 
Cooperative Program and designated funds on a predeter
mined formula to the agencies of the Convention,

(Continued on page 6)
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PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS
(Continued from page 5)

All of these eight agencies and organizations combined re
ceive only 40 out of each Cooperative Program dollar sent 
to Nashville.

HOW FINANCED?
How is all this program financed? Where does the money 

come from and how is it distributed?
Before 1925, various agencies of the state and the various 

agencies of the Southern Baptist Convention, separately and 
independently, zeroed in on the local church for assistance.

The continuing pressure on the church created problems in 
the local church. All the causes were good but the local 
church was not in a position to evaluate the work of each 
and the repeated demands of the special offerings created 
serious problems. From this came the Cooperative Program.

The Cooperative Program has proved to be a benefactor to 
Southern Baptists. It has worked well.

In 1975, we will be observing the 50th Anniversary of the 
Cooperative Program. It is a year of thanksgiving for indeed 
we should be grateful for that which has been accomplished 
through the Cooperative Program. This should also be a year 
of commitment. A goal of $150 million is being suggested for 
Cooperative Program giving during the 50th Anniversary 
year. This is an attainable goal. The money is in the pockets 
of Southern Baptists. We need to commit ourselves to this 
worthy goal.

Southern Baptists give 2Vi% of their income to their 
church. There is room for improvement.

In addition to funds received through the Cooperative 
Program, the two special mission offerings sponsored by 
Woman’s Missionary Union make major contributions for 
home and foreign mission support.

SOUTHERN BAPTIST GROWTH
The unusual growth of Southern Baptists in the United 

States has not been by accident. The growth has been a result 
of some very definite and basic principles. May I call some 
of these to your attention:

(1) Southern Baptists are a “people of the Bible.” This 
should continue to be our reputation, our practice and com
mitment. We must believe the Book, we must read the Book, 
we must follow the Book, we believe the Bible is God’s Word 
in which He reveals Himself to man and by which man has 
access to God through faith in Jesus Christ.

Stay close to the Book. Preach it and teach it, read it and 
receive it, acclaim it and proclaim it.

(2) Southern Baptists have always committed themselves 
to evangelism and missions. This is based on a belief that 

men are lost and salvation is only available through faith in 
Jesus Christ and that every Christian has the responsibility 
through evangelism (at home) and missions (away from 
home) to tell lost men of Jesus.

Evangelism and missions will hold us together. At times 
theological matters become divisive among Baptists, matters 
of polity become disruptive, institutions and their needs be
come questionable, methods become argumentative; however, 
two things among Baptists will heal the breaches, soothe 
ruffled feelings, calm tempers and unite us, and they are 
evangelism and missions.

(3) Southern Baptists have magnified the Biblical basis for 
stewardship. They acknowledge God as owner and man as 
the steward, and the tithe as belonging to the Lord.

(4) Southern Baptists have developed a program for edu
cating its own ministers and denominational leaders through 
their seminaries and providing Christian training in many 
universities and colleges operated by state conventions. "

(5) Southern Baptists have impressed upon each individual 
his responsibility to share his faith and to provide a witness 
to lost people wherever they are found.

(6) Southern Baptists have put strong emphasis on the 
establishment of churches as the “body of Christ” and a 
fellowship for like-minded believers.

These are some of the things that have made Southern 
Baptists grow.

In conclusion, I would like to focus your attention on some 
of the many things Southern Baptists need to consider in the 
days that lie ahead:

(1) We need to provide more training for more of our 
ministers. A recent survey indicated that 22% of our min
isters have a high school education or less; 69% have either 
attended college or completed college or have seminary train
ing; and 361^ % have completed seminary training.

(2) We must recognize that the task of winning the world 
for Christ cannot be done by “paid” persons alone. Their 
efforts and their leadership must be supplemented by an in
creasing number of committed lay people who are willing, 
able, and eager to share their faith. I believe in a God-called 
ministry. I believe that God still bestows the “highest gift,” 
prophecy, to some and then lays His hands upon them to be 

" - His servants and the shepherd of His flocks.
To supplement the work of the pastor and the missionary, 

we must recruit increasing numbers of “lay people” for effec
tive Christian service.

(3) Southern Baptists suffer a substantial talent drain. 
There are pastors leaving the pulpit, denominational admin
istrators gaining secular employment, missionaries resigning, 

(Continued on page 10)

Rev. James Pardue, Pastor, 
invites former members and friends 
to our 65th Anniversary celebration. 

SUNDAY, JUNE 23, 1974 
Worship 10:50 a.m.

Dinner on the grounds.
Visitors do not need to bring lunch.

TEMPLE BAPTIST CHURCH 
Memphis, Tenn., 1000 S. Cooper

REVELATION MEDIA SERVICES-for your 
record album needs.
Have an economical record album made 
from your tape, or let us produce your 
recording session on location or in a Nash
ville studio.

Cafl Larry Smith at 297-2490
P.O. Box 12113, Nashville, Tenn. 37212

CHURCH FURNITURE 
From Factory to Church 

RAINSVILLE CHURCH PEW 
COMPANY 

Route No. 1, Box 405 
Rainsville, Ala. 35986 
Phone: 205-638-2467 or 638-3882 
Also we upholster old pews.
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UNIFORM SERIES
Sunday School Lesson for Sunday, June 16, 1974

Christ's Resurrection: Our
Hope In A Hostile World

By Dr. Robert O. Byrd, Asst Prof, of Religion, Belmont College, Nashville
Bible Material: I Thessalonians 4:1-5:28 
Lesson Text: I Thessalonians 4:13-5:6

The church was born into and still exists 
in a hostile world. To describe the world in 
that way does not mean that all enmity and 
disunity has been or is directed toward the 
church. As a matter of fact, a part of the 
complexity of our situation is that so much 
of life at so many levels is dominated by 
animosity and malice. The one event which 
has served both as the starting point and the 
perpetuator of the Christian faith is the 
belief in the resurrection of Jesus. That 
this is especially true for Paul may be seen 
in other writings of his such as the fifteenth 
chapter of I Corinthians where the apostle 
stakes so much on the reality of the resur
rection of Jesus. The Acts account of the 
choice of a disciple to replace Judas (1:22) 
and the earliest Christian preaching (2:22- 
32; 3:12-15) indicates the centrality of the 
resurrection of Jesus for the church from 
the very earliest periods. In I Thessalonians 
Paul applied this crucial conviction to some 
pressing problems faced by this particular 
group of Christians.

JESUS’ RESURRECTION: HOPE 
AGAINST DEATH

Neither their faith nor the animosity of 
their opponents exempted the Thessalonians 
from the decimation of their number as 
their ranks were invaded by death. There is 
no clear indication in either of the Thes
salonian epistles that the enmity of their 
adversaries were so severe as to cause the 
death of any Christian. Therefore, the ref
erence must be to the natural ending of life. 
At another time and place, Paul had iden
tified death as an enemy (I Corinthians 15: 
26) over which Christians triumphed 
through the Lord Jesus Christ (I Corinthians 
15:50-57). Perhaps some of the Thessa
lonian Christians were grieving excessively 
on account of some of their number who 
were deceased. At any rate, Paul confronted 
them with the claim that the resurrection 
of Jesus should be central in their minds 
as they confronted the death of their Chris
tian fellows.

The apostle does not demand that these 
believers avoid feeling and expressing their 
sadness at the death of their loved ones in 
Christ. He urged them to face their loss 
in the setting of hope provided by their 
confidence in the resurrection of Jesus (4: 
14). From this perspective, Paul actually is 
making allowance for a healthy, hopeful ex
pression of grief.

In our world we have come to recognize 
that death is not the only experience to 

which humans react with grief. A broken 
heart may be the result of any significant 
loss including death, a lost job, an am
putated limb or a broken home. In these 
and other situations, Christians must dis
cover how to grieve but not “as others which 
have no hope” because Jesus’ resurrection 
has injected an element of hope into the 
total human scene.

JESUS’ RESURRECTION: HOPE FOR 
LIFE BEYOND DEATH

Paul’s main consideration is not the de
velopment of a detailed scheme of his un
derstanding of the return of the Lord. Vari
ous scholars have wisely observed that his 
intention was to comfort, encourage, and 
strengthen the hearts and minds of those 
Thessalonians who were troubled about one 
particular aspect of the coming of “the day 
of the Lord” (5:2). The sorrow of the Thes
salonians for the situation of those “which 
sleep in Jesus” (4:14) could be resolved best 
by the unwavering affirmation “that Jesus 
died and rose again” (4:14). Paul is so 
convinced of the reality of this claim that he 
stated it in such a way that the word “if’ in 
verse fourteen could be translated “since.”

It was maintained by Paul that the resur
rection was the sure basis for his view that 
Jesus was living within what H. Rolston 
referred to as “an invisible world of spiritual 
reality.” From this point the apostle goes 
on to reassure his readers that those “which 
sleep in Jesus” (4:14) have no advantage 
over the ones which “remain unto the com
ing of the Lord” (4:15). There was no 
reason for the Thessalonians to fear for the 
position of the departed Christians in the 
company of the redeemed.

The full potential of the resurrection of 
Jesus would finally find its ultimate fulfill
ment in the complete disclosure of that 
world of spiritual reality beyond death. 
Paul claimed that revelation would be real
ized by two climactic realities. The personal 
appearance of Christ in fulfillment of his 
pledge then would be celebrated by the 
union of all the saints—both the “living 
living” and the “living dead” with their 
living Lord. Paul passes on (5:1-11) to the 
issue of the time of the return of the Lord 
which seems to have created some anxiety 
in the church of the Thessalonians. He 
uses language that calls to mind both Jesus’ 
warnings in the thirteenth chapter of Mark 
as well as his own comments in the sixth 
chapter of Ephesians. These is consistency 
in his message at these points. Paul aims to 
encourage his readers to be alert and be 
ready.

JESUS’ RESURRECTION: HOPE IN 
ACTION

It is disturbingly worthwhile to observe 
the setting within this epistle itself for Paul’s 
remarks concerning Jesus’ resurrection and 
its implications for the believers’ anticipation 
of his return. In the first verse of chapter 
four, Paul purposefully signaled a shift to a 
closing but essential section of his letter. 
He does this with his use of a word which 
best could be expressed as something like 
“finally, but furthermore.” He then pro
ceeded to describe a wide range of matters 
which seemed important. The idea of the 
return of the Lord was only one significant 
matter among several.

Note first of all that the subject for this 
lesson is placed in the midst of a part of the 
letter in which Paul expressed a burden for 
the kind of lives they were living to which 
he referred as walking. He urged them with 
regards to “how ye ought to walk and how 
to please God.” (4:1). The details of such 
a life were things like clean living (4:7), 
brotherly love (4:9) and even the need on 
their part to consider their relation to “them 
that are without” (4:12). Paul follows his 
teaching on resurrection and coming of the 
Lord with a continuing call for the Thes
salonians to take seriously their own lives 
(5:14-22) and the life of their church (5: 
12-13).

IN Ou IWlM

Read 
WHY 
CHRISTIANS 
FIGHT OVER

J THE BIBLE 
by John Newport 

Paperback, $2.95
Published by Thomas Nelson, Inc.

Now at Your

A Abaptist
4 A A AbOOKIMAXIstore

Find out
for yourself why the one Book 
considered Holy by all Chris
tians is the most frequent tar
get for dissention.
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Our People and Our Churches . . .
LEADERSHIP...

Lincoln Park Church, Knoxville, called 
James A. Atchley as pastor. He comes 
from Simpsonville, Ky., and will preach 
his first sermon at Lincoln Park on July 
7.

Mark LeMay, Antioch, is the new youth 
and music director for Valley View Church 
in Nashville. Dan G. Farmer is pastor.

Wendell Harris, Shelbyville, was called as 
summer youth director for First Church, 
Lawrenceburg. He has finished his second 
year at MTSU and is vice president of the 
state Baptist Student Union. Paul Tabor is 
pastor of the Lawrenceburg church.

Thomas C. Elliott has been called as pas
tor of Tazewell First Church. He was or
dained by Philippi Church in Cleveland and 
is presently a student at Clear Creek Baptist 
School in Pineville, Ky. He is married to the 
former Patricia Anne Redmond of Loudon 
County.

In Holston Association, the new minister 
of music and education at Lynn Garden 
Church is David Kendall. He came to the 
position from Calvary Church in Kings
port. Carl Strickler is pastor at Lynn Gar
den. In the same association, Johnny Mc
Kinney, pastor of Enon Church, resigned to 
move to Louisville where he will enter 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary.

In William Carey Association, Ardmore 
Church called Jim Ballinger of Huntsville 
as music director. Spurgeon Hendrick re
signed as interim pastor at Cash Point 
Church to become associate pastor at Hunts
ville First Church. Bud Clardy was called 
as pastor of Pleasant Grove Church.

Central Church, Campbell County As
sociation, called Clarence Floyd as pastor. 
He is a former pastor at Coolidge First 
Church. East LaFollette Church called 
Don Martin, Clinton, as pastor. Martin is 
a graduate of Cumberland College and at
tended Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. He is already on the church 
field. William H. Longmire resigned as pas
tor of Morley Church to accept the call 
to Carrs Chapel Church in Cumberland 
Gap Association.

In Chilhowee Association, Alcoa First 
Church called Larry Pugh as minister of 
music and youth. Doug Sager is pastor. 
Clifford Lacy was called as minister of 
music at East Alcoa Church where Ralph 
Galyon is pastor. Beech Grove Church 
called Jim Tomlinson as music director. Bob 
McCullough is pastor. Broadway Church’s 
new minister of music and education is 
Richard Bonds. Raymond Smith is pastor.

PEOPLE...
Palmer Sorrow was ordained to the gos

pel ministry on May 26 at Valley View 
Church in Nashville. The ordination was 
at the request of Cross Bridges Church in 
Columbia.

First Church, Old Hickory, ordained 
Randall Lee Moser to the gospel ministry, 
on Sunday, May 26. Carl Martin, pastor of 
Bloomington Baptist Church in Blooming
ton, Ind., preached the ordination sermon. 
The charge to the candidate was given by 
J. L. Ford, pastor of Eastland Church, Nash
ville, and the charge to the church was 
delivered by Harold Gregory, superintend
ent of missions, Nashville Association. 
Moser is a graduate of Belmont College 
and Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. 
He serves as associate pastor and minister 
of youth at First Church, Old Hickory. 
Norris G. Hite is pastor.

The new superintendent of missions for 
Salem Association, Cannie Leonard, will be 
moving into the new associational home in 
Liberty on July 1. Leonard comes to Salem 
from the pastorate of Salem Church in 
Liberty. He succeeds Wayne Tarpley, who 
retired at the end of 1973.

Robert E. Wyatt, a student at Clear Creek 
Baptist School in Pineville, Ky., and former
ly from Chattanooga, was ordained to the 
gospel ministry by .Laurel River Church 
in London, Ky. He serves as pastor of 
Laurel Chapel Church in East Bernstadt, 
Ky.

Henry Guy Jackson, superintendent of 
missions in Holston Valley Association, un
derwent surgery at Holston Valley Com
munity Hospital in Kingsport recently. He 
was in intensive care following surgery, but 
is now back on the field of service.

Dennis Stapleton was licensed to the 
ministry by Northside Church in McMinn
ville. He surrendered to preach four months 
ago and held his first revival at Brown’s 
Chapel in that area. Harold F. Hunter is 
pastor of Northside.

Janies C. Stamper, assistant professor of 
education at Carson-Newman College, re
ceived the Ed.D. degree from the Univer
sity of Tennessee this month. He serves also 
as departmental coordinator and director of 
student teaching at Carson-Newman. He is 
chairman of the Teacher Education Coun
cil and sponsor of the Student Teacher Edu
cation Association. He is a member of First 
Church, Jefferson City.

CHURCHES...
In Hamilton County Association, dedica

tion services were held for the new sanctu
ary at East Ridge Church, with Ralph E. 
Norton, state executive secretary, bringing 
the dedication message. C. Henry Preston 
is pastor. In the same association, mem
bers of Lookout Valley Church held 
note burning services signifying the payment 
of all indebtedness on the church property. 
Those participating included Pastor Herbert 
Thomas, T. E. Miller, chairman of dea
cons when the building was built, Ray 
O’Mary, deacon chairman, and Grover 
Hicks, treasurer of the church.

Members of Sand Ridge Church, Beech 
River Association, held dedication services 
for the new Sunday School building. 
Adrian Horn, former pastor, led in the serv
ices along with Floyd Rogers, Alvin Gil- 
liand, and Pastor L. W. Todd. Mitchell Ben
nett, superintendent of missions, led the 
prayer" of dedication.

In Holston Assocation, Central Church 
licensed Ben Clark to the ministry. James 
Canaday is pastor. Jerry Lee Hensley was 
ordained a deacon at New Salem Church. 
Participating in the service were Samuel 
Dean, pastor of Jonesboro First Church, 
Paul Broyles, pastor of Pleasant Grove, 
Paul Hall, Tennessee Baptist Convention 
Missions Department, and Stanley Johnson, 
minister of music at Colonial Heights. 
Louis Kincaid is pastor at New Salem. 
Huston Greene, a member of King Springs, 
has been ordained to the gospel ministry.

Mrs. Mary Cutshaw, mother of Robert 
Cutshaw, pastor of Green Pine Church, 
Holston Association, died last month in a 
Greeneville hospital.

Rev. and Mrs. Wheeler Kidd, Ardmore 
Church, William Carey Association, cele
brated their 25th wedding anniversary with 
a tea at the pastorium. Kidd serves as pas
tor of the chinch. In the same association, 
Pleasant Grove Church ordained Arzell 
Hall as deacon. Bud Clardy will be the new 
pastor of the church.

Parsons First Church ordained Howard 
Belew, Glaydon Lifsey, and Wallace Powers 
as deacons. Pastor Paul Shell led the 
examination, and David Byrd, pastor of 
West Jackson Church, brought the message. 
C. R. Story, retired pastor and member of 
Parsons Church, brought the charge to the 
church.

M. D. Hart, former pastor of the Biltmore 
Church in Elizabethton, graduated from 
Luther Rice Seminary in Jacksonville, Fla., 
last month. He serves presently as pastor 
of Fuller Memorial Church in Martins
ville, Va.
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Senior Citizens To Visit Retirement Center Site
On June 28, groups of senior citizens 

from the surrounding area of Dandridge will 
visit the future site of the proposed retire
ment village to be developed by the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention in East Tennes
see.

Plans have been made for the senior 
adults to meet Mr. and Mrs. W. A. Catlett 
and visit “Holly Oaks,” their home. The 
Catletts gave the 175 acres of land located 
on Douglas Lake to the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention for the development of a retire
ment and life-care center.

Following a tour of “Holly Oaks,” the 
group will have an old-fashioned “dinner on 
the grounds” picnic.

After the picnic, a program is planned. 
Speakers will include Ralph E. Norton, ex
ecutive secretary-treasurer of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention; Tom Madden, chair
man of the Committee on Aging; Bob Par

rott, AIA, or Barber and McMurray Archi
tects Inc., Knoxville, and Gene Kerr as
sistant to the executive secretary-treasurer, 
who by appointment of the convention is 
directing the Aging Program. Preliminary 
plans for Holly Oaks Retirement Center will 
be presented. In addition, special entertain
ment is being planned.

Local arrangements for the picnic are 
being coordinated by First Baptist Church, 
White Pine, Pastor Kenneth Richey, First 
Baptist Church, Dandridge, Pastor Robert 
D. McCray, French Broad Baptist Church, 
Jefferson City, and Pastor Gary Farley.

The day’s activities will begin about 10:00 
a.m. with the picnic scheduled for 12:00 
noon.

In case of rain the tour of “Holly Oaks” 
will not be affected, but the picnic and pro
gram will be held in the high school building 
in Dandridge.

Tennessee Baptist History Committee Appointed
When the Tennessee Baptist Convention 

met in Memphis last November the Ten
nessee Baptist Historical Society made a 
report to the convention. Incorporated in 
that report were two recommendations. The 
convention received the reports and ap
proved the recommendations.

The recommendation was twofold: 1. 
That a permanent Tennessee Baptist History 
Committee be established. 2. That a Special 
Committee of nine (three from each division 
of the state) be appointed by the 73-74 
President of the Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion to serve until the Committee on Com
mittees might bring to the 1974 Convention 
nominations of a permanent rotating Ten
nessee Baptist History Committee. There
fore, the purpose of this committee was 
approved by the convention.

On discovery of this recommendation the 
President of the Convention now appoints 
the following people to serve on this tem
porary Tennessee Baptist History Commit
tee:

From West Tennessee the following peo
ple: Henry G. West, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Covington; Mrs. Joe Patterson, 
Huntingdon; and C. M. Pickier, Memphis.

From Middle Tennessee: John Bolton, 
pastor of Grace Baptist Church, Springfield; 
and also temporary Chairman of this com
mittee; Lynn E. May, Jr., executive-secre
tary of the Historical Commission of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, Nashville; and 
Mrs. Harold Sorrells, Nashville.

From East Tennessee: Stan Rushing, pas
tor of Immanuel Baptist Church, Knoxville; 
Kenneth Hubbard, pastor of Ridgedale Bap
tist Church, Chattanooga; and Harold Own- 
by, Sevierville.

These have been enlisted for this purpose 
and will serve as a temporary committee 
until such a time as a permanent commit
tee is established by the convention.

Grant L. Jones, President
Tennessee Baptist Convention

Robert Chatman, 19, Dies
Robert Chatman, 19, son of Rev. and 

Mrs. Earl Chatman, died as a result of 
injuries he received in an automobile ac
cident May 11. His father is pastor of Cal
vary Church in Johnson City.

The young Chatman was scheduled to 
enter Carson-Newman College this fall. He 
had been attending Milligan College in 
Johnson City.

Funeral services were held May 19 at 
Calvary Church. Pastors officiating in the 
service included John Davidson, Terry Hop- 
son, and Wayne Cole.

Chatman is survived by his parents, one 
sister, Mrs. Earlene Banks, and two broth
ers, Steven and James, both of the home.

C. J. Ledford Dies, 
Former Tennessean

C. J. Ledford, former Tennessean and 
brother-in-law of Charles Norton, state 
director, Church Training Department, died 
in Fort Worth June 2. Funeral services 
were held in Chattanooga on June 6.

He lived in Tennessee for many years 
before moving to Arlington, Tex. While 
in Chattanooga, he was a member of Con
cord Church.

His two sisters in Nashville are Mrs. Nor
ton and Mrs. J. Roy Bethune; and his 
brother, C. D. Ledford, resides in Chatta
nooga.

H®w do you live with the fact of certain 
death for your 8-year-old daughter? 
And 18 months and 10 days later, how 
do you respond when it comes?
Out of struggle with death came a hymn 
to life.
It is a hymn you will share as you 
relive the almost overwhelming pain of 
this encounter with darkness ... as you 
share the joy of the first rays of faith 
and hope!
John Claypool writes in an intensely 
personal way of his anger, his fears, his 
questions, his struggles of faith, his 
gradual sense of God’s presence in the 
valley of death.
Read this intimate book about the 
meaning of life. Find courage and a 
greater faith in God’s love in every 
circumstance!
TRACKS OF A FELLOW 
STRUGGLER CLAYPOOL

from your... $3.95

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR 
Brings You News First

BAPTIST 
BOOKSTORE
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Flood Damages In Brazil Include Baptist Property
FORTALEZA, Brazil—Recent devastat

ing floods in the state of Ceara damaged 
church buildings, perhaps irreparably, and 
destroyed the homes of Baptist families in 
the area, according to Southern Baptist Mis
sionary Jerold E. Golston.

Golston said that 33 counties were under 
water and Aracati, a city of 20,000, was 
completely evacuated for more than two 
weeks. Six feet of water stood in a Baptist 
church building for more than a month.

A Brazilian newspaper reported that 
112,000 in the state have lost their homes. 
That figure is increasing every day and trans
portation has just about come to a standstill, 
Golston said.

Baptist churches in Aracati, Limoeiro do 
Norte and Acarau have all suffered perhaps 
irreparable damage, he said.

The Baptist board in Ceara has collected 
food, clothing, medicine and money to aid 
Christian families without homes, work and 
personal effects.

Golston said that while a complete list 
was not yet available, they know that ten 
Baptist families in Limoeiro do Norte lost 
their homes as did eight Baptist families in 
both Aracata and Sobral, five in Acarau 
and one in Jaguaribe. Over half are agri
cultural workers who now have neither a 
job nor a prospect of finding one for per
haps another two months.

A landslide behind a retreat house used 
by Southern Baptist missionaries near here 
buried 13 people alive. The house wasn’t 
damaged, but the caretaker has evacuated 
since more slides are probable, Golston said.

An estimated one million head of beef 
stock have drowned in the flood and many 
crops have been destroyed, Golston said. 
The nation fears epidemics will follow when 
the water goes down, he added.

More than 100 Ceara dams and reservoirs 
have reportedly been broken. In Sobral, 

where the city square has been flooded four 
times by the Acarau River destroying 2,000 
houses, a dam broke destroying an addi
tional 200 homes, reports said.

Six Christian families are living in the 
church in Sobral because their homes were 

. completely demolished. Sobral has 15,000 
homeless, Golston noted.

The government is providing tents for 
some of the homeless, but many have re
mained in camps under trees and others 
have come here to stay with acquaintances, 
he continued.

“Our work here needs the prayers of 
Christians around the world,” Golston said. 
“We are perhaps entering one of the most 
difficult years in the history of our state.” 
(BP)

Stewardship To Propose 
Cooperation Statement

DALLAS—A “Declaration of Coopera
tion” that reaffirms “our denominational 
unity and purpose in Christ”, as Southern 
Baptists, will be proposed by the conven
tion’s Stewardship Commission when the 
Southern Baptist Convention meets here 
June 11-13.

The proposed declaration is being pre
sented as a major part of the convention’s 
observance of the 50th anniversary of the 
Cooperative Program (unified budget) dur
ing 1975.

The declaration is designed to challenge 
each individual Baptist to a deeper commit
ment or recommitment to the Cooperative 
Program of Southern Baptists as a primary 
channel of world mission support, said A. R. 
Fagan, executive director-treasurer of the 
commission.

Stewardship secretaries of 33 Baptist state

Albert McClellan Receives
E. Y. Mullins Service Award

LOUISVILLE—Albert McClellan, associ
ate executive secretary and program plan
ning director for the Executive Committee 
of the Southern Baptist Convention, was 
presented the E. Y. Mullins Denominational 
Service Award for 1974 during spring com
mencement exercises at the Southern Bap
tist Theological Seminary here.

The annual award is the highest recog
nition given by the seminary’s board of 
trustees, which voted unanimously in their 
annual meeting to present the award to Mc
Clellan. Some other persons who have re
ceived the award since its inception in 1963 
are Herschel H. Hobbs, Gaines S. Dobbins, 
Clifton J. Allen and James L. Sullivan.

A graduate of Oklahoma Baptist Univer
sity and Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, McClellan, a Bowie, Texas, na
tive, first joined the SBC Executive Com
mittee staff in 1949 as public relations 
secretary. He has also served as pastor in 
North Texas and Oklahoma, as editor of 
the Oklahoma “Baptist Messenger” and as 
a school teacher.

Seminary President Duke K. McCall pre
sented the award to McClellan immediately 
before McClellan delivered the commence
ment address to the seminary’s graduating 
class. (BP) 

conventions have already accepted a goal of 
three million signatures on the declaration 
during 1975, if passed by messengers at the 
SBC annual meeting here, Fagan said.

The proposal will be presented on Thurs
day evening, during the Stewardship Com
mission’s report to the convention. If 
approved, Fagan said, it will be signed im
mediately by heads of all the SBC agencies 
that receive Cooperative Program support. 
(BP)

PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS
(Continued from page 6)

and lay people becoming involved in a multitude of existing 
or newly organized groups not related to the Southern Baptist 
Convention.

We spend thousands of dollars educating ministers; we 
spend additional thousands of dollars transporting and hous
ing missionaries; we are short of pastors and in need of eight 
hundred more foreign missionaries and hundreds of additional 
home missionaries; hence, we can ill afford losses in these 
categories. This is an appropriate area of concern to all 
Southern Baptists and should be made an object of continuous 
consideration.

(4) We should intensify our teaching and promotion of 
stewardship not only to provide funds to extend the Gospel , 
but to combat secularism and materialism. Christians grow 
by giving; increase by sharing; and enlarge by dividing. Full 
cooperation with plans for the 50th Anniversary observance 
of the Cooperative Program is a worthy goal for each church.

(5) Southern Baptists should be more cooperative in joint 
endeavors with other Christian bodies in areas of mutual con
cern. We can share our knowledge of evangelism without los
ing enthusiasm; we can share our methods of Bible study 
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without adverse results; we can share our genius in organi
zation without affecting the organization; and we can share 
“in dialogue” our theology without our beliefs being de
stroyed.

(6) As individuals, churches and organizations, Southern 
Baptists need to appropriate and depend more on the pres
ence, power and work of the Holy Spirit. We need more 
Spirit-filled people, Spirit-filled churches, Spirit-filled agencies 
and Spirit-filled meetings. As we become continually led by 
the Holy Spirit we become effective ministers in the hands 
of God.

Southern Baptists should be proud of their heritage. They 
can look back with satisfaction on reasonable accomplish
ments and they can face the challenge of the future with 
assurance knowing that God is available and that He will 
hear those who ask and open the door to those who seek. 
We are not alone in this task. The Holy Spirit is by our side 
and certainly Christ will return, for surely the King is coming. 
Let us be ready.

Mr. Cooper, 66, has served two years as president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention. A former president of the Mississippi Baptist 
Convention, he now serves the Baptist World Alliance as its vice 
president. A layman, Cooper recently retired from his position as 
president of the Mississippi Chemical Corporation,

Baptist And Reflector



Annual Convention Sermon Abbreviated

HOPE FROM THAT DAWN
By R. J. Robinson 

Scheduled for delivery Wednesday morning, June 12, 1974

Slowly but surely Jesus’ kingdom talk got through to Simon 
Peter. Rough-type that he was, Simon had grown to appreciate 
those intangibles Jesus was attempting to convey—faith, hope, 
and love.

But after the triumphant entry, things had begun to slip.
The Master’s opponents closed ranks against Him!
Of course, Jesus, for His part, “ruffled a few feathers” by 

throwing the money-changers out of the temple and cursing 
a fig tree.

After that memorable Thursday supper, Simon Peter had 
tried in the garden of Gethsemane to help his Master’s cause 
by the quick use of his sword, but all he got for his trouble 
was a reprimand.

Then came in swift succession the traitor’s kiss by Judas 
Iscariot, instant arrest, and the trial before Caiaphas.

Now “the Big Fisherman” saw “the handwriting on the 
wall,” and the Bible tells us that “Peter followed him afar 
off unto the high priest’s palace, and went in, and sat with 
the servants, to see the end.”

Millions in our world today sit where Simon Peter sat that 
night—“to see the end.”

Disillusionment blankets so many hearts!
The feeling persists that some grim inevitability is moving 

in upon us, that it’s just a matter of time, so we sit down in 
the dark to watch the end.

I suppose that sitting is the appropriate posture, for we so 
often feel that there is nothing more that we can do.

Inexorably, we sit to watch the end: the end of law and 
order; the end of credibility in government; the end of the 
family as we have known it; the end of religion; the end of 
the church.

Yes, even the end of God!
This is part of the reason why a new isolationism is build

ing in the country. There is a decided retreat from commit
ment and a feeling of “What’s the use?”

I wonder if many young people in the so-called “Jesus 
Movement” were not just burned out activists who found that 
they could not change the world during a summer vacation. 
They then retreated into the womb of a rather isolated piety 
that keeps asking, “What difference does anyone’s efforts 
make anyway?”

Sometimes I feel that trying to help history along or change 

society is about as futile as rearranging the deck chairs on the 
Titanic!

Also, a fresh wave of hedonism is among us. It says, “Let’s 
enjoy the pleasures of the moment, for there is no tomorrow.” 
As the gospel according to Schlitz puts it, “Grab all the ‘gusto’ 
you can because you only go around once.”

So we live in an endless ambience of pleasure and boredom. 
Maybe we believe that if we plunge into enough enjoyable 
activities, what is wrong out there will somehow go away.

But life is for real, and most of us just have to rough it 
out—glad for the routine that keeps us occupied!

We try, with a straight face, to make ultimate concerns out 
of attempts to curb inflation, the latest public scandal, the up
coming elections, our next vacation, or some hoped-for raise.

Listen: the truth that you and I and our world need to hear 
today is that when our lives are void of the transcendent, they 
sink into the absurd.

“Peter followed him afar off unto the high priest’s palace, 
and went in, and sat with the servants, to see the end.”

We all know that Simon Peter went on to deny his Lord, 
which is another way of saying that he would renounce his 
vision and walk away from it all!

But the good news of the Gospel is that Simon Peter left 
too soon. He left before the dawn! The world was not coming 
to a stop—as he thought—it was coming to a start!

Almighty God reversed the sentence of death that sinful 
man had imposed on Jesus. The angel of the Lord said, “He 
is risen; He is not here: Behold, the place where they laid 
Him.”

Indeed, when the dawn came, those who had journeyed to 
Joseph of Arimathea’s garden prepared to mourn, left to 
rejoice.

They had come walking, but they left running!
Death had done its worst, and its worst was not enough. 

The eternal God had now pronounced His divine “well done” 
on all that Jesus Christ had come to do and say and be.

The kingdom of God had a future after all!
You see, the Bible tells us most assuredly that God’s pur

poses for us will ultimately prevail; that service will triumph 
over exploitation; that generosity will pre-empt greed; that 
freedom will overcome bondage; that grace will reign over 
sin; and that love will be victorious over hate.

(Continued on page 12)

You may still join on July 24 
DR. H. H. HOBBS 

HOLY LAND TOUR 
Write—phone Today: TRAVEL, Box 5, 

Louisville, KY. 40201 (AC 502) 893-5424

SPINET-CONSOLE PIANO 
FOR SALE

LED INTO FULL-TIME 
CHRISTIAN SERVICE?

Wanted: Responsible party to take over 
Spinet Piano. Easy Terms. Can be seen 
locally. Write: Credit Manager, P. O. 
Box 207, Carlyle, Illinois 62231

Needing thorough training in Bible, homi
letics, church administration, evangelism, 
Christian history, religious education, church 
music, and related subjects?

Wanting these only in a 
Southern Baptist school?

But lacking either your high school or college credits, or otherwise unable to 
undertake the regular seminary course?
No college graduates accepted, except in the summer session, June 10 through 
July 19. Four or six week courses. Use GI Bill. Write for catalog.

BAPTIST BIBLE INSTITUTE
A three-year theological school owned and controlled 1306 College Drive 

by the Florida Baptist Convention. Graceville, Florida 32440

L
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ANNUAL CONVENTION SERMON
To be a Christian today is to believe that this is so! -
Against Dachau and Hiroshima, against Belfast and 

Bangladesh, against Vietnam and South Africa, against 
assassinations in Dallas and Memphis; yes, and against the 
petty hatreds and antagonisms of your heart and mine, God 
sets the resurrection of His Son and invites our trust and 
hope.

We simply are to keep busy at our heavenly Father’s busi
ness here on earth.

One day turned it all around for Simon Peter! He realized 
that there was a dawn, that there was hope, that Jesus Christ’s 
kingdom would be a reality after all.

So, well may the trumpets sound! Well may our hearts be 
glad! God has won!

The airplane made by the Wright brothers was built out of 
spare bicycle parts, had a top speed of less than seven miles 
an hour, and flew only one hundred and twenty feet. Today’s 
747 Jet will get you from Dallas to the nation’s capitol in two 
hours, carrying 358 passengers at an altitude of about 40,000 
feet with a speed of better than 600 miles an hour.

Who would have imagined that the organization initiated 
in the First Baptist Church of Augusta, Georgia, in May of 
1845 would become the largest Protestant denomination in 
America?

Who could have imagined that those initial 327 Baptists 
from eleven states would multiply to a throng like this— 
representing fifty states and over 12,000,000 members with 

more than one billion dollars in total gifts!
Nevertheless, these days it is fashionable to be impatient 

with anything institutional or organized. Certainly, a favorite 
pastime of the; radical theologians and sundry other ecclesiasti
cal morticians is that of belittling the church, and pronounc
ing with monumental dogmatism that the days of Christianity 
are numbered, that we should just sit down and watch the 
end.

There is nothing new about this. Impatience with the church 
is as old as the church herself. The church must always stand 
under the judgment of God and before the criticism of men. 
She must be continually renewed, but, I say that the posture 
of protest should never be adopted without the corresponding 
stance of love.

As one wise old believer once advised younger Christians, 
“We should leave the perfect parish where it belongs—in the 
world of fantasy.”

The most foolish of all myths is the myth of perfectionism 
in anything on this earth. We ruin our chances of both hap
piness and usefulness by expecting too much from our insti
tutions and relationships.

We just plain expect the impossible of our families, our 
government, our military, our churches.

We overlook the fact that almighty God builds the church 
out of struggling, weak, unlovely people.

In a Singapore prison following the outbreak of World 
War II, there was a prisoner whose best friend had been 
sentenced by the Japanese Jo solitary confinement. He kept 

(Continued on page 13)

»»

See and hear the remarkable new Specification 110 and 
the full line of Rodgers organs for the church and home at

NEW FROM

The first organ 
in the moderate

price range 
with all these

Features:

your nearest authorized Rodgers dealer.

ROY WARDEN PIANO & ORGAN CO. 
162 8th AVENUE NORTH 
NASHVILLE 
Pkm(815)25M149

PFUND’S, INC. 
1610 UNION AVENUE 
MEMPHIS
Phone (901) 272-1708

AGO Console and Pedalboard
Standard Couplers
Double-touch Preset Action
Celestes on each manual
Harp and Carillon
Flute Chiff
Locking Roll-top
5 Speaking Channels
Available Self-contained or with External

Tone Cabinets
Rodgers Quality Throughout

McKEEHANROSE
ALCOA HWY. AT LAKEMONT 
NEAR AIRPORT
Maryville Phone (915) 9824548
Knoxville Phone (815) 5464330

; _

Page 12 Baptist And Reflector



ANNUAL CONVENTION SERMON
wondering what he could do to help his friend. The obvious 
answer was, “Nothing.” His friend was locked up in a tiny 
cell in a section of the prison which was so heavily guarded 
that no one could get in without permission.

Then one day a fellow prisoner saw this man trying to 
cut another prisoner’s hair. “Hello, John. I never knew you 
could cut hair!” “I can’t,” replied John. “It is something I’ve 
never done before. I’m just learning.” “Why?” “Well, as you 
know, my friend is in solitary. He is allowed to have his hair 
cut once a month. So I thought I’d apply for the job.”

Sometime later all the prisoners heard that John had been 
appointed as barber for those in solitary. Then many asked 
him, “How are things working out now that you see your 
friend, Jim, every month?” John’s answer was, “Oh, I’d say 
fair. I can’t take him anything and I can’t speak to him.” 
“Well, then what can you do?” “Well, while I’m snipping 
away at his hair, I can keep saying to him, ‘Please keep your 
chin up, keep your chin up.’ The guards think this has 
something to do with barbering—a shibboleth of the trade. 
So I just keep saying ‘Chin up! Chin up’!”

That is what we believers, set down in a sinful world in 
1974, must constantly proclaim to our day, “Chin up. There 
is hope! Jesus Christ offers the way out of our maze of dreary, 
sinful days—the way of pardon and reconciliation.”

We ought to be aware that what ails our society will not 
be overcome without organized effort and that unorganized 
Christians are no match for organized evil.

Nevertheless, the tension between aversion to organization 
and awareness of need for organization gives most of us fits, 
does it not?

I would remind you that in the New Testament there is no 
such thing as a Christian-at-large or Christians in isolation. 
Jesus’ deliberate strategy was to choose twelve disciples and 
send them out. Subsequently, Dr. Luke tells us, “.. . The Lord 
appointed other seventy also, and sent them two and two. . . .”

The first item on the docket of the infant church was an 
administrative item: to secure a successor to Judas Iscariot.

Indeed, the Scriptures are never afraid of organization. 
Granted, the primary focus of the mission of the church is 
not the buildings where we meet and worship. Nor is the 
kingdom of God a repair job for shattered nerves. The pri
mary focus of the church is out there where we live, where 
we have our social life, where we gather with friends and 
family, where we labor for our daily bread.

This is precisely where the kingdom of God is to be dis
cerned—the sacred and the secular all mixed up together in 
contemporary society and out of it something new—the dawn 
of hope.

The truth is, it is an exciting time to be alive if you have 
genuine hope. However, you cannot get at it by simply patch
ing up liturgies with guitars, or by new ways of arranging the 
ordained ministries, or by tinkering with old structures and 
existing functions—as necessary as all that may be at times.

It is evident enough that our churches have often been 
manipulative in evangelism, at times ignoring minorities and 
trapped in culture, and even sometimes taking a “flatearth” 
stance on the Bible, and we know all about “the sweet bye 
and bye” but little about the here and now.

There is presently a new breed of well-paid executives in 
the offices of many major industries throughout our nation 
whose job it is to determine what business a company is in. 
On the face of it, this seems to require no analysis or investi
gation. Certainly General Motors, DuPont, Westinghouse, 
and IBM know what their business is. No! This is not the 
case, these executives maintain.

They point out that one of the biggest businesses in Amer
ica once was the buggy business. Yet, when the automobile 
era was ushered in, the buggy business was ushered out. Why? 
Because the people who made buggies were in the buggy 
business-period! They did not see themselves as being in the 
transportation business. Had they known they were in the 
transportation business, they would still be in business today— 

as builders of automobiles and ships, planes and missiles.
Any Christian group that gets so involved in what it is 

doing without knowing what it is, is simply beating the drums 
for its own funeral.

For one to say or believe that he or she is a wife, a father, 
an accountant, a secretary, a serviceman, a professor, is to 
mistake identity for essence. It is to mistake what one does 
for what one is. Consequently, you never really know who 
you are or what your real mission is. Of course, our mission 
as Christians is to offer this world fellowship with almighty 
God through Jesus Christ.

In our era of disillusionment, I submit that many believers 
have about given up on ever finding purpose and happiness. 
They just sit with Simon Peter “to see the end.” They are so 
filled with boredom and pessimism these days that it is diffi
cult, if not impossible, to convince them that abundant and 
eternal life can be a present reality.

My friends, happiness is inseparably related to Christian 
hope. Without valid hope there can be no real happiness. 
Complete happiness is found through Jesus Christ! It is al
ways the by-product of His presence and our subsequent serv
ice, and therefore happiness is a present possibility for every
one listening to me.

The solution is found in the Bible, in Christian hope, in a 
resurrected Saviour, in a new quality of living.

Today the most important and insistent movement in Chris
tian circles on both sides of the Atlantic is called “the theology 
of hope.” This theology is rooted in the nature of our Biblical 
faith. Proper Christian evangelism is impossible without it. 
Likewise, the ability to hope bestows energy for Christian so
cial action—keeping it from becoming just a movement of 
desperation.

I wish I could shout it for the whole world to hear: “A 
theology of hope takes evil seriously by confronting it with 
the redemptive power of the living Christ, which can more 
than match the most insidious wickedness!”

You see, your hope is what makes you tick. Hope gives 
meaning to life, and Christian hope looks beyond momentary 
suffering and defeat to final victory assured for us in Jesus 
Christ!

We Southern Baptists have one day, our day, to find and 
win a world for Jesus Christ. We can sit down like Simon 
Peter and await the end, or we can attempt to conquer 
it now.

In 1924, George Mallory and a party of Englishmen at
tempted to scale Mount Everest. After enduring unbelievable 
hardships, they camped 25,000 feet up.

From this point two of them set out for the summit, but 
their heroic attempt failed. Today, Mallory, and his con- 
panion lie buried under the snows of that Himalayan peak. 
Their friends returned to England to tell their story.

One of them addressed a large London audience. He stood 
before a screen on which was shown an enlarged photograph 
of Mount Everest. After he had described the difficulties and 
tragedies of their expedition, the man turned and seemed to 
address the picture of the mountain.

“Everest,” he said, “we tried to conquer you once, but you 
overpowered us. We tried to conquer you a second time and 
again you were too much for us. But Everest, I want you to 
know that we are going to conquer you.”

In this Southern Baptist Convention of 1974, I would like 
to think that with authentic Christian hope we who are gath
ered here would say something like that to our world: “We 
have tried for 2000 years to bring you to ‘the kingdom of 
our God, and the power of His Christ.’ We have tried again, 
and you can be sure of it: we will keep trying.”

“We will not sit down ‘to see the end,’ rather with authentic 
Christian hope we will rise up to face the dawn with our 
victorious Lord.”

Robinson, 47, is pastor of First Baptist Church, Augusta, Ga., where 
the Southern Baptist Convention was organized in 1845. He is the 
immediate past president of the Georgia Baptist Convention.
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Sunday School Lesson for Sunday, June 16,1974

Watching What You Say
By Dr. W. R. White, Baylor University, Waco, Texas

Basic Passage: James 3:1-18
Focal Passage: James 3:1-18

The Psalmist prayed that God would set 
a watch on his lips. This would be a good 
prayer for all of us. Idle words as well as 
serious words, are going to be brought into 
judgment. There is a sense in which we are 
justified or condemned by our words.

There is truth in the idea of deeds speak
ing louder than words. Yet words can be so 
devastating in tearing down and so mighty 
in building up. We should pray God to help 
us with our tongues.

Words can cut and leave a permanent 
wound. They can crush the spirit or lift 
up the spirit of a people. They can cause a 
heartache or inspire a song in the soul. Very 
likely all of us have regretted some things 
we have said about others. We wish that we 
could call them back. Therefore we should 
give added diligence to what we say.
A Grave Responsibility James 3:1

Teaching God’s word is certainly a seri
ous responsibility. We should not rush into 
such an activity without very purposefully 
seeking God’s will in the mater.

After assuming such an important role, 
we should be very conscientious about dili-

We can never be absolutely certain what 
the tongue will say. It may switch from one 
thing to another. Wild beasts and birds can 
be tamed but not the tongue. There is no 
end to the mischief it may do. Only dili
gence in placing our whole being under 
the control of Christ can make it safe.
Outward Expression Reveals the Inner Man 
James 3:13-18

Wisdom here means discerning intel
ligence as to true and higher values. “As a 
man thinketh in his heart, so is he.” What 
he habitually thinks and feels in his heart 
will sooner or later be revealed in his speech 
and life. Inner jealousy and strife will 
create confusion in the individual and in 
society.

True wisdom or sensible spiritual insights 
will find expression in good habits, acts and 
good deeds. False concepts and standards 
will find expression in deceit, falsifying and 
hypocrisy. It is earthly cunning, unlike wis
dom from above.

This wisdom is pure, peaceable, gentle, 
ready for conciliation, merciful and without

Foundation

She Gave Without Cost
By Jonas L. Stewart 

Executive Secretary-Treasurer
The lady is a widow. There are no chil

dren. She works for a certain corporation 
that provides her with life insurance. Upon 
her retirement the policy will be “paid up”.

She has had the Company change the 
beneficiary to the Tennessee Baptist Founda
tion, trustee. We have signed a trust agree
ment setting up a trust to be funded by the 
policy at her death. The income will go to 
world missions through her church as long 
as the church stands.

This will be a substantial gift at her death. 
It costs her nothing. The proceeds of the 
policy are not taxable in her estate. There 
will be no legal fees or probate costs. Heirs 
cannot challenge the gift.

This is only one way that an insurance 
policy can be used to make one’s testimony 
live until Jesus comes. Contact the office 
for further information: Tennessee Baptist 
Foundation, T)r. Jonas L. Stewart, Executive 
Secretary-Treasurer, P.O. Box 647, Brent
wood, Tennessee 37027.

unfair discrimination. There will be har
vests of peace reaped from the seeds sown 
of righteous peacemakers. The right han
dling of our intelligence and impulses con
stitutes true wisdom.

gent study under the leadership of the Holy 
Spirit. Otherwise we will not rightly divide 
the word of truth. Yes, an interpretation 
will be too human unless the Holy Spirit 
illumines our minds. We must remember 
that some, if not all, will take what we say 
seriously.

Consistency of Divine Control Needed 
James 3:2-12

The tongue is a powerful instrument for 
good or evil. It is compared to the bridle 
that can control the direction of a spirited 
horse. Yea, it is like the rudder of a mighty 
ocean liner that controls its course at sea.

It is like a match which can ignite a ter
rific conflagration, consuming a great forest 
or many city blocks.

It can bless God in empty gestures but 
the same tongue can curse man. It is like a 
fountain giving off sweet or bitter water or 
salt or fresh water.

Do you have a personal 
“energy crisis”?
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tigue, says Dr. Dwight 
L. Carlson. A practicing 
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Executive Secretary
By Ralph Norton

Norton

“Give the kids a break” is a phrase in 
an advertising commercial which I have 
heard several times recently dealing with 

a particular recreational 
facility. The desired 
result, obviously, is for 
families to choose this 
activity primarily be
cause of its appeal to 
“kids” but which would 
naturally involve the en
tire family.

With the summer sea
son already upon us, I 
would suggest that we 
use the same “slogan” 
and apply it to the sum

mer programs that many of our churches are 
adopting for our children and youth. I am 
already aware of many activities that are 
being planned and I’m sure there are others 
in the planning stage. Included are Vaca
tion Bible Schools, choir tours and activities, 
mission camps, church training camps, 
week-end retreats, and even mission projects 
that involve youth in out-of-state home mis
sion work.

These activities for our youth are chal
lenging. Adults will be needed for leading, 
teaching and sponsoring these various pro
grams and in some cases an entire family 
will be involved. We believe the summer 
months are vital in the lives of our church 
families, for not only are the young people 
challenged with worthwhile, wholesome 
projects, but parents and leaders as well 
are provided with an opportunity to work 
alongside and counsel with these boys and 
girls.

We hope your summer schedule includes 
special projects for the youth of all our 
churches and that these activities will be a 
real blessing to all who participate in them. 
We are grateful always for adults who give 
of themselves so unselfishly through efforts 
such as these and pray that they will be 
richly blessed for their continued dedication.
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Historically:
From the files

50 YEARS AGO
First Church, Friendsville, cele

brated its first anniversary. Members 
were in a new building which was 
constructed at a cost of $7000. The 
church was organized with 20 mem
bers and had grown to 53 in its one 
year history.

George W. Kalwyck, Darden, was 
ordained to the full work of the gospel 
ministry at Corinth Church near Dar
den, of which he was pastor. C. E. 
Azbill of Lexington, Tenn., preached 
the sermon and W. F. Boren, Darden, 
conducted the examination.

20 YEARS AGO
Nashville Association added an

other church to their list with the or
ganization of the Brook Hollow 
Church in West Meade. Members 
purchased a 13-acre plot.

Gene Kerr, Maryville, was named 
business manager of the Executive 
Board of the Tennessee Baptist Con
vention upon recommendation of the 
Board’s Personnel Committee. Kerr, 
who succeeded Fred W. Noe, had 
served as office supervisor and pur
chasing agent for a division of the 
Aluminum Co. of America in Mary
ville.

10 YEARS AGO
John D. Freeman, Nashville, ob

served his 50th anniversary of ordina
tion to the ministry. He supplied the 
pulpit of Brainerd Church, Chatta
nooga, on the anniversary date.

Petros First Church dedicated its 
new building with Lowell Ramsey of 
Knoxville bringing the dedicatory 
message. Ronald Guthrie was pastor.
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On Matters of

By Dr. B. David Edens,. 
Director, Marriage and 
Family Program 
Stephens College 
Columbia. Missouri 65201

Report Sharp Rise In 
Disturbed Children

There are an awful lot of mentally dis
turbed children in the U.S.A, and they are 
getting sick at twice the rate that adults 
do, Nat’l Institute of Mental Health statis
tics indicate. Over the five-year period 
ending in 1971, (the last year for which 
complete survey results are available) the 
number of youngsters under treatment at 
mental health facilities rose by 59% . . . 
double the rate of increase in adult patients, 
according to NIMH statistician Dr. Rich
ard Redick.

While the rise reflects the growing public 
acceptance of mental health care and the 
substantial increase in available facilities, 
it also suggests that children are the most 
helpless victims of the changes in family 
values and lifestyles that are sweeping 
today’s society, mental health specialists 
agree.

They point out that children have no 
say in adult decisions on divorce and 
separation, nomadic family life that leaves 
relatives and friends behind, child care ar
rangements while parents work, etc., al
though the pressures resulting from these 
adult decisions shape the child’s develop
ment and determine the quality of child
hood itself.

The highest value now lies in acquisition 
of the object, Dr. Edwin J. Nichols, dir. 
of the NIMH Center for Study of Child 
and Family, recently told the Pediatric 
Herald. He noted that even toys have to 
be “creative and instructive” these days and 
the quality of leisure play is lost.

“Put all these things together and you can 
see how many stresses there are on a child 
that weren’t there before,” said Nichols.

“If our society is to survive, we’ll have to 
reevaluate the role of the family and look to 
its strengths rather than to its weaknesses 
and its deficit models.”

Of the 772,000 children under 18 receiv
ing treatment at mental health facilities in 
1971, 78.6% were suffering from neuroses 
and personality disorders, according to 
NIMH figures. Schizophrenia accounted for 
7.4%, retardation for 5.7% and depression 
for 3.3%. Organic brain damage and other 
miscellaneous conditions accounted for the 
remaining numbers.
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Funeral Services Held
For Mary Andersonzs Sister

Mrs. Herbert Sweeney, sister of Mary 
Anderson, State Director of Library Serv
ices, died in Sarasota, Florida this past 
weekend.

Funreal services were held Tuesday, June 
11. No Further details were available at 
press time.
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4095 Clairmont Road 
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Sister of F. M. Dowell
Dies In Knoxville

Ora Dowell, sister of F. M. Dowell, State 
Director of Evangelism, died at her home 
in Knoxville on Saturday, June 8. Cause of 
death was believed to be a heart attack.

Funeral services were held Monday after- 
nood at the Stevens Funeral Home in Knox
ville. No further details were available at 
press time.
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Read this 
book for 
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Then read 
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OR MAIL COUPON TO ABOVE ADDRESS

David Haney

The Idea of the Laity by 
David Haney is a step-by- 
step study guide for Chris
tians seeking to revitalize 
their churches — developed 
from the concept that all 
believers are ministers, and 
that the church's role is to 
train and equip them for 
Christian service. “The life
style described in The Idea 
of the Laity is emerging 
across the nation.” — Ralph 
W. Neighbor. Paper, $1.95.

order from your 
Baptist Bookstore
ZONdERVSN M**3

X x sxjsxk*

Bible Nuggets
No Respecter Of Persons

By T. B. Muston
Professor of Christian Ethics, Retired 

Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary
Then Peter opened his mouth and 

said, Of a truth I perceive God is no 
respecter of persons. (Acts 10:34, KJV) 
In these, the opening words 

of Peter’s sermon in the house 
of Cornelius, he said, “I per
ceive,” “I now see” (NEB), “I 
now realize” (TEV), “I am 
catching on” (Stagg) that God 
shows no partiality or “treats all ■■ 
men alike” (TEV). Peter’s state- 
ment implied progression in his 
comprehension of this great £
truth.

Part of the background for 
his understanding were the 
teachings of the Old Testament, ►. gM 
with which he was doubtlessly 
well acquainted. Also, Peter 5 S 
had had an opportunity to learn W
from the life and teachings of 
Jesus that God was no re
specter ofpersons. He had ob
served the relation of Jesus to 
the Samaritans with whom the 
Jews had no dealings. Likewise, 
he had seen Jesus associate free
ly with publicans and sinners, 
the social and moral outcasts of 
his day. He knew that Jesus had 
even chosen one of the pub
licans, Levi or Matthew, to be a 
member of the inner circle of 
his disciples.

When we think of the opportunities that 
Peter had had to learn that God was no 
respecter of persons, it may seem to us 
that he was rather hard to convince. It took 
a vision from God to begin to open his 
mind.

L. A. Brown Dies
Of Heart Attack

RIVERSIDE, Calif.—L. A. Brown, pro
fessor of religion at California Baptist Col
lege here since 1967, a former seminary 
professor and staff member of the Southern 
Baptist Home Mission Board in Atlanta, 
died of a heart attack on Sunday, May 26.

Prior to joining the Cal Baptist faculty, 
Brown was professor of missions and com
parative religion 18 years at Golden Gate 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Mill Valley, 
Calif.

He was previously with the Home Mis
sion Board where he was instrumental in 
laying the ground work for a ministry to 
language groups in California.

A scholar with five earned degrees, Brown 
earned the bachelor of arts and bachelors 
of science degrees and went on to the 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Louisville, Ky., where he earned the bach
elor, master and doctor of theology degrees.

Surviving is his widow, Wilma T. Brown 
of the Cal Baptist faculty. (BP)
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