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SBC Registration Sets Record, Black Pastor Elected To Office
‘ o**

DALLAS—Messengers attending to busi
ness during the 117th Annual Southern Bap
tist Convention here at Convention Center 
June 11-13 elected Jaroy Weber, Pastor, 
First Baptist Church, Lubbock, Texas, as its 
new president. In a runoff election Weber 
won over Kenneth L. Chafin, pastor of 
Houston’s South Main Baptist Church. 
Weber is the immediate past president of 
the Convention’s Pastors’ Conference.

This year’s convention, with over 18,000 
registered to set a new attendance record, 
elected Stewart B. Sims, pastor of First 
Baptist Church of Greer, S.C., first vice 
president; and Charles King of Frankfort, 
Ky., as second vice president. King is the 
first black person ever elected an officer in 
the convention.

Weber, the seventh man elected to the 
Southern Baptist presidency while serving in 
Texas, is a native of Louisiana and holds the 
B.A. and D.D. degrees from Louisiana 
College and a B.D. degree from South
western Baptist Theological Seminary, Fort 
Worth, Texas. In a press conference he 
described himself as a “Bible-believing con
servative.” Weber was nominated by Adrian 
Rogers, pastor of Bellevue, Memphis.

Others nominated for the presidency on 
the first ballot were: W. O. Vaught, Little 
Rock, Ark.; Landrum Leavell, Wichita 
Falls, Texas; Clifton Brannon, Longview, 
Texas; Dotson M. Nelson, Birmingham, 
Ala.; and Daniel Sotelo, San Francisco, 
Calif.

PASTORS’ OFFICERS—Two of the newly- 
elected officers for the 1975 Pastors’ Con
ference, President Janies Pleitz (1) from 
Pensacola, Fla., and Don Dyer of First 
Baptist Church, Baton Rouge, La., vice 
president, met at the close of the 1974 
session. Joe Bob Mizzell of Alabama, 
secretary-treasurer, was not present. (David 
Clanton Photo).

By David Keel
Allen, Kendall, Routh Reelected

Convention officers reelected were: 
Clifton J. Allen, Winston-Salem, N.C., re
cording secretary; W. Fred Kendall, Nash
ville, registration secretary; and Porter 
Routh, Nashville, treasurer.

Considerable discussion during this year’s 
convention involved the role of women in 
the church, changing the 12,000,000 plus 
member denomination’s 129-year-old name, 
the role and structure of evangelism in the 
Convention’s Home Mission Board, and 
resolutions on peace and abortion which 
were adopted following changes.

Concerning the matter of the role of 
women in the church, Gerald Mann, pastor 
of University Baptist Church, Austin, Texas, 
proposed that Southern Baptists “Affirm 
the principle laid down by Jesus Christ, that 
all human beings are created in the image of 
God and are of essential, equal worth, re
gardless of race, creed or sex.”

Herbert Howard, pastor, Park Cities Bap
tist Church, Dallas, presented the statement 
on “Freedom for Women,” a portion of the 
report of the Convention’s Christian Life 
Commission. He commented, “Both men 
and women share the freedom which Christ 

HONORING MISS HUNT—WMU Convention program personalities honoring Execu
tive Secretary Alma Hunt, second from left, in her final annual conference were (from 
left) Mrs. Lamar Jackson, president of the Alabama WMU Convention; concert artist 
Irene Jordan; and Mary Essie Stevens, executive secretary of Alabama WMU. (James 
Lee Young Photo).

gives. Historically, men have enjoyed far 
more freedom than women. Yet, men are 
not as free as God means for them to be, 
for when men keep women from being free, 
then both remain enslaved. . . ”

He also called on the Convention to work 
toward greater sensitivity against discrimina
tion of women in job placement, by provid
ing equal pay for equal work and by elect
ing women to positions of leadership. 
Howard made a specific proposal about 
proportional female representation on SBC 
boards.

Women Voice Opinions
Mrs. Richard Sappington, a Baptist 

pastor’s wife from Houston, presented reso
lutions for the second year and made a 
motion which passed tabling the first three 
parts of the Christian Life Commission’s 
recommendations concerning women, which, 
she says, is ambiguous and would sanction 
existing female ordination. She called on 
this year’s Convention to “Bear record that 
we recognize the spiritual ‘internal ordina
tion’ to which every believer is called and 
the differing function of the sexes while 

(Continued on Page 9)



Belmont Trustees Approve 
Nine Faculty Appointees

Nine persons were elected to full-time 
faculty positions Tuesday by the Belmont 
College board of trustees in its quarterly 
business session. The new appointees will 
serve during the 1974-75 academic year. ’

Included are three persons in business ad
ministration; two in music, two in physical 
education, and one each in sociology and 
religion.

Bill Bandy, named instructor in physical 
education, is the only Belmont alumnus in 
the group. A Portland native, Bandy holds 
the master’s degree from Syracuse Universi
ty.

Richard G. (Dick) Campbell has joined 
Belmont faculty as athletic director and 
head basketball coach. He has held a 
coaching position at Carson-Newman Col
lege. Campbell is a graduate of Furman 
University, Greenville, S.C., and the Uni
versity of Tennessee, Knoxville.

Maury Wayne Curry will be added as as
sistant professor of sociology. A native of 
Corinth, Miss., Curry is a graduate of 
Union University and the University of 
Tennessee.

Oliver Benton Curtis Jr., senior clinical 
chaplain, Central State Hospital, Milledge
ville, Ga., has been named associate pro
fessor of religion and philosophy.

Robert Paul Lambert will become as
sistant professor of business administration. 
A graduate of Northwestern State Universi
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ty, Natchitoches, La., with the master’s de
gree, Lambert will teach business educa
tion courses and help coordinate Belmont’s 
cooperative education program.

Boyd Martin, new assistant professor of 
music, is a graduate of Mississippi Southern 
College, and has studied at several other 
institutions. For several years he has served 
Mississippi and Georgia Baptist churches 
in staff music capacities.

Thomas Harrison Outlawe, a native 
Nashvillian, is new associate professor of 
business administration. Presently director 
of financial information systems at Meharry 
Medical College, he earlier held business po
sitions with Peabody and Cumberland col
leges, and taught in the Metropolitan School 
System of Nashville and Davidson County.

Richard Cole Shadinger, Carrollton, Ga., 
will join Belmont faculty in the fall as as
sistant professor of music. Having recently 
completed his doctoral program at South
ern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louis
ville, Ky., he was also minister of music at 
Louisville’s Douglass Boulevard Christian 
Church.

Lawrence K. Wang becomes assistant 
professor of business administration. A 
native of Taiwan, Wang was educated at 
Christ’s College, Tanshui, Taipei, Taiwan, 
and Virginia Commonwealth University, 
Richmond. He is a doctoral candidate at 
Vanderbilt University.

rA

By Jim Griffith
Vacation Bible School—one of the 

more important programs on the 
church calendar—is now in progress 
in many churches around the South
ern Baptist Convention.

When it comes to these Summer 
Bible study sessions, it could be said: 
“Never have so few crammed so 
much into so many in such a short 
length of time.”

And yet, the teachers wisely lead 
the children to discover the Bible 
truths for themselves. They are not 
like the father who insisted on doing 
all of his son’s arithmetic homework 
for him. One day the son came home, 
holding aloft a report card and say
ing, “Look, Dad, you failed arithme
tic!”

Knowledge of the Bible must be 
firsthand. One must not learn how to 
take the Bible apart, but how to put 
it all together.

For to know the Bible, is to be well- 
versed in the finest sense of the Word.

Devotional

Clark

TV4TIS'
By Mimi Timmerman Clark 

183 Linda Vista Drive, Jackson
A Missionary said she would be glad 

to return to a city in Tanzania without 
television so her children could forget TV 

and read books again!
Do American children 

have “TV-itis”? Do chil
dren know more beer 
commercials than church 
hymns? Can children 
choose the good from 
the bad programs with
out being taught? Are 
adults too selfish to care 
and let TV babysit re
gardless of what is on? 
Can TV become an idol 
if it replaces worshiping 

and serving God? “Train up a child in the 
way he should go.. . .” (Prov. 22:6)

Two teenagers were allowed to have a 
TV in their room providing it did not inter
fere with their work. Lessons were soon 
forgotten, and clean-up became controversy! 
TV took over all hours of the day and night 
until one day a crisis of angry words came 
forth and resulted in a broken piece of 
prized handmade pottery. It caused a 
broken and hurt relationship between father 
and son. The TV was removed, but forgive
ness came only after hours of struggle with
in the family.

IF the TV is my shepherd, I shall want.
It maketh me lie down to watch it regard

less of what is on.
It maketh my head ache with commer

cials which insult my intelligence.
It leadeth me in the paths of unrighteous 

temptations.
Yea, though I walk through Death 

Valley, I fear that the good guy will 
be killed.

The TV maketh me eat before it so 
I’ll not miss the news both good and 
bad.

It wrappeth its arms about me and will 
not let me escape.

My head knoweth there is work to do, 
My hand reacheth to turn it off.
Surely goodness and mercy shall lead 

me,
The LORD is my shepherd and not that 

TV!
(Editor’s Note: Mrs. Clark is the WMU Director 

for Madison-Chester Association and also the 
wife of George E. Clark, chairman of Department 
of English, Union University, Jackson.)
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Pastors’ Conference

Southern Baptist Pastors Elect 
James L. Pleitz President

By David Keel

DALLAS—James L. Pleitz, pastor of First Baptist Church, Pen
sacola, Fla., was elected president of the Pastors’ Conference of the 
Southern Baptist Convention during the group’s annual session, held at 
Convention Center here on June 9-10. Pleitz succeeds Jaroy Weber of 
Lubbock, Texas.

Other officers elected to serve with Pleitz were Bob Dyer, pastor, First
Baptist Church, Baton Rouge, La., vice 
president, and Joe Bob Mizzell, Tuscaloosa, 
Ala., secretary-treasurer.

The roster of speakers for this year’s con
ference began with Henry Brandt, Flint, 
Michigan, speaking on “Pastor and His Re
sources.” Brandt told attendants that “When 
a man comes home it ought to be the high
light of his day,” as he drove home to lis
teners the necessity for the pastor and his 
wife to be committed to each other. He 
went on to say, “My first task is to my 
wife, not to the church,” and “I want to 
challenge you today to be real—the way 
you do that is to keep your relationship 
with the Lord clean.”

Governor Gives Testimony
Dolph Briscoe, governor of Texas, gave 

his personal testimony during the Sunday 
evening session, telling the group that “The 
ministry has always been the highest of all 
callings and has never been needed more 
than today.” He continued, “The religious 
life is one of reaching out, not pulling 
away.”

The Texas governor was followed by 
S. M. Lockridge, San Diego, Calif., speak
ing on “Amen.” The black pastor, using 
Matthew 6:9ff, told the pastors, “Each has 
a check made out in heaven, but many 
fail to cash it through the window of 
prayer.” He told the group that “Amen” 
simply means, “Yes, Lord.”

The Sunday evening session was brought 
to a close with a message on “Old Time 
Religion,” by W. A. Criswell, pastor, First 
Baptist Church, Dallas. The host city pas
tor pleaded for men with changed hearts 
and changed lives because of allegiance to 
Christ. Citing political figures who have 
been in the news in recent months, he 
sounded the “What if’ had these men 
turned to God. “What the world needs is 
changed men who make for a new culture 
and a new society,” Criswell said.

Monday morning Brandt brought his sec
ond message to the conference speaking on 
“The Pastor and His Tools.” He challenged 
the group to “Aspire to be the most power
ful public speaker within the limits of your 
talents . . . aspire to be the best teacher 
within the limits of your ability.”

Unlimited Power
Bailey Smith, pastor, First Southern Bap

tist Church, Del City, Okla., said that 
“Above all things a preacher must be what 
he preaches,” and, “A preacher is a limited 
man with unlimited power,” as he brought 
a message on “The Church’s prophet.”

The third speaker for Monday morning 

Carolyn Weatherford Elected 
WMU Executive Secretary

By Eura Lannom

DALLAS—Southern Baptist women were urged to “Listen to their 
world” through a commissioning service for new foreign missionaries, a 
home missions emphasis on language missions and by a series of speakers 
at the 86th meeting of the Woman’s Missionary Union held here June 9- 
10 at the Convention Center.

Miss Carolyn Weatherford, executive secretary of Woman’s Mission-
ary Union in Florida, was presented as the 
new executive secretary of the Woman’s 
Missionary Union of the Southern Baptist 
Convention. She will succeed Miss Alma 
Hunt who will retire Oct. 5.

Miss Hunt was honored for her 26 years 
of service in the Monday morning session.

Porter Routh, executive secretary-trea
surer, Southern Baptist Convention, in pay
ing tribute to Miss Hunt said, “Alma Hunt 
will probably be best remembered for the 
significant contribution she made in bring
ing a new emphasis to mission action. She 
believes that women cannot cop out with a 
gift, sacrificial as it may be. Alma has be
lieved that missions must start in the home, 
the heart, the neighborhood, the church, the 
community. Missions must represent the 
beating heart—the sharing, loving communi
ty.”

He went on to say that “When Alma re
tires this year, this sense of compassion and 
personal concern will represent her tallest 
monument.”

Routh Presents Plaque
Routh presented Miss Hunt with a dis

tinguished service plaque on behalf of the 
Executive Committee.

In honoring Miss Hunt, Mrs. Lamar 
Jackson, president of Alabama WMU, cited 
“integrity” as one of her outstanding attri
butes. In referring to Miss Hunt, Mrs. Jack- 

was Ronald Prince, pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Minden, La. Speaking on “The 
Church is Here to Stay,” Prince told the 
group, “First, because of its unity . . . sec
ond, for its role as a witness ... the love it 
manifests, and finally, the doctrinal role it 
plays.”

J. D. Grey, New Orleans, La., speaking 
on “The Undershepherd of the Flock,” en
couraged the pastors to continue to keep 
their income and said he hopes they won’t 
face a cut in salary. Grey continued, “God’s 
Word says the laborer is worthy of his 
hire.”

Lockridge was the last of five speakers for 
the Monday morning session. He told con
ference attendants that theologians have 
failed to sell the idea God is dead. “Now, 
in the Seventies, the popular theological 
question is, ‘Where did God come from?’ ” 
the California pastor spoke on “Lordship 

(Continued on Page 10) 

son said, “If you want to be inspired, be 
with people who inspire.”

Others paying tribute to Miss Hunt were 
Mary Essie Stephens, executive secretary of 
Alabama WMU, Montgomery, and Mrs. 
Robert Fling, a former WMU president of 
the SBC.

Mrs. R. L. Mathis, convention president, 
recognized Miss Hunt’s mother, Mrs. W. O. 
Hunt of Roanoke, Va.

Miss Hunt addressed the group using as 
her subject, “Retrospect, Introspect, Pros
pect.” She reminded the women that “the 
hope of our future is as great as the promis
es of God.”

Mrs. Mathis Reelected
Mrs. Mathis, who is of Waco, Texas, 

was reelected as president for her sixth 
term.

The women also reelected Mrs. Roy E. 
Snider of Camden, Ark., recording secre
tary.

Other officers elected were Mrs. Edward 
L. Byrd of Florence, S.C.; Mrs. Gary Mc- 
Neece of Artesia, Calif.; and Mrs. Huber 
Drumwright of Fort Worth, Texas, all 
members at large.

The Bahamas Baptist United Choir, di
rected by Mrs. Ernest E. Brown, missionary 
to the Bahamas, sang “Tell the Good News” 

(Continued on Page 10)
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SBC Adopts $40 Million National Budget
DALLAS—The Southern Baptist Con

vention adopted a record $40 million Co
operative Program budget to meet operat
ing and capital needs of its national agencies 
for the 1974-75 fiscal year.

The budget, as adopted, was recom
mended by the SBC Executive Committee, 
the Convention’s central program, fiscal 
and policy organization operating between 
annual sessions of the SBC.

The Foreign Mission Board will receive 
50 per cent of the $36 million voted to 
cover operating expenses for the agencies. 
The Home Mission Board will receive the 
next largest single amount, $6,750,000 for 
operations.

The six SBC-supported theological semi
naries will share a total of $7,560,000 in 
operating funds. The only other million-plus 
agency is the Radio and Television Co Hill

sion, allocated $1.7 million for operations.
One million dollars will be divided among 

agencies receiving capital needs funds dur
ing the coming fiscal year. The final $3 
million dollars has been tabbed as the 
“challenge budget.”

If the full $40 million is collected, the 
Foreign Mission Board will receive $1.5 
million of the $3 million “challenge budget,” 
which is over and above its regular alloca
tion.

The Home Mission Board will receive 
$562,500 from the “challenge budget,” and 
the seminaries will split $630,000 in chal
lenge money.

Messengers approved 11 recommenda
tions, including one for capital funds al

LADIES’ LEADERS—Two incumbent WMU Convention officers and a new executive 
secretary were introduced to the annual conference on Monday. They are (1-r) Mrs. 
Roy Snyder, Camden, Ark., recording secretary; Mrs. R. L. Mathis of Waco, serving 
her sixth term as president; and Carolyn Weatherford, Jacksonville, Fla., who takes 
office in October as WMU executive secretary. (Cecil Dorman photo)

locations totaling almost $5 million over a 
five-year period ending in 1978.

They also okayed a change in the pro
gram statements for the Foreign and Home 
Mission Boards which permits the transfer 
of Southern Baptist mission work from the 
Home Mission Board to the Foreign Mission 
Board.

Arthur B. Rutledge of Atlanta, executive 
director of the Home Mission Board, told 
messengers home mission work in Panama 
dates back to 1905 and the construction of 
the Panama Canal.

He said the work in Panama today is an 
example of how the gospel cannot be kept in 
narrow boundaries. The Baptist work spread 
out of the United States-governed Canal 
Zone strip into the nation of Panama on 
both sides of it.

“It is now truly a national movement,” 
Rutledge declared. He said the Home Mis
sion Board had initiated discussions with 
the Foreign Mission Board about transfer
ring the work to the foreign board.

“Baptists in Panama were also consulted 
about the transfer of responsibility,” he 
added. “We are glad we have come to this 
point.”

Another recommendation enacted pro
vides for planning SBC outreach during the 
1980’s. It is called “Impact 80’s.”

Still another enacted proposal urged 
Southern Baptists to provide $150 million in 
Cooperative Program gifts for state and 
national ministries in the Bicentennial year 
of 1976. (BP)

Clarke Presley Crichton
Three Tennesseans were among 84 grad

uates receiving degrees from Midwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Kansas City 
during recent commencement exercises.

W. Darrell Clarke, Medina, Barry W. 
Presley, Brownsville, and Joseph Crichton, 
a former Kingston resident, received the 
Master of Divinity degree.

William E. Thom, pastor of Metropolitan 
Church in Wichita, Kans., was the com
mencement speaker.

Jaroy Weber Defeats Kenneth 
Chafin For SBC Presidency

DALLAS—-Jaroy Weber, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Lubbock, Tex., was elected 
president of the 12.3-million-member South
ern Baptist Convention here in a runoff 
at Dallas Convention Center. He is 52.

Weber, outgoing president of this year’s 
SBC Pastors’ Conference, won over Kenneth 
L. Chafin, pastor of South Main Baptist 
Church, Houston.

He succeeds Owen Cooper, Yazoo City, 
Miss., a retired industrialist, who will step 
down after serving two one-year terms.

Weber was previously pastor of the 
Dauphin Way Baptist Church, Mobile, Ala., 
and the First Baptist Church, Beaumont, 
Tex.

He has also served as pastor of churches 
in Orange, Tex., and West Monroe, La., and 
was evangelism secretary for the Louisiana 
Baptist Convention.

A native of Louisiana, he holds bachelor 
of arts and honorary doctor of divinity 
degrees from Louisiana College and a bach
elor of divinity degree from Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Fort Worth.

Weber has served on the SBC Executive 
Committee.

A son, Billy Weber, pastor of North
way Baptist Church, Dallas, was vice presi
dent of this year’s Pastors’ Conference and 
was nominated for the conference’s presiden
cy in a race eventually won by James Pleitz 
of Pensacola, Fla. (BP)
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Superintendents Of Missions 
Hear Paschall, Honor Miss Hunt

DALLAS—Owen Cooper, president of 
the Southern Baptist Convention, told 350 
superintendents of missions meeting in their 
annual session at the First Baptist Church 
that the “next great burst of Christianity in 
propagating the gospel is waiting on greater 
involvement of more lay persons.”

Cooper reminded the superintendents that 
at least 10,000 Southern Baptists will grad
uate from Baptist colleges this year.

He challenged the superintendents to 
utilize the years of training of the some 
80,000 Southern Baptists who will retire this 
year, labeling them “five and ten talent” 
lay men and women. “Many leave the 
denomination because they aren’t given 
places to serve,” he said.

Franklin Paschall, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Nashville, told the group that the 
world is afflicted by division and it threatens 
churches and the denomination. The answer, 
he said, is in the unifying power of God in 
Jesus Christ.

“There is no place for division among 
Christians and no rationale for division in 
the church,” he said. “By the blood of Jesus 
we are one.”

The Nashville pastor took a slap at per
sons who for years have been inactive in the 
church and then suddenly, after purportedly 
“receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit” be
come judgmental and undercut the spirit 
and unity of a church.

“We must acknowledge diversities; not 
all have the same gifts. But there is one 
Spirit,” Paschall said. “And when diversity 
is so emphasized that it destroys unity it is 
not of God.”

Hugh Chambliss, president of the Con
ference of Superintendents of Missions, 
urged the superintendents to lock on to an 
objective, keep hooked up to the power of 
Christ, and go on functioning together.

Lawrence Childs of Charlotte, N.C., was 
elected president of the organization, suc
ceeding Chambliss. Other new officers are

Pat Rough, left, pastor of First Church, 
Bemis, and Paul Clark, pastor of Calvary 
Church, Jackson, listen to a message at the 
Southern Baptist Pastors’ Conference.

Richard Bryant of Miami, Fla., vice- 
president; Ray McClung, Little Rock, Ark., 
secretary; Robert Helmich, Muskogee, Okla., 
treasurer; and Gene Strahan, Champaign,
Ill., newsletter editor.

The superintendents presented Miss Alma 
Hunt, retiring executive secretary of 
Woman’s Missionary Union, a plaque 
honoring her for 26 years of service to and 
in support of missions.

In other business they approved a report 
recommending that the third Sunday in May 
be placed on the Southern Baptist Conven
tion Calendar of Activities as a day of 
prayer for associational missions promoted 
by the Brotherhood Commission in coopera
tion with the Division of Associational
Services of the Home Mission Board.

Florida Woman 
Will Head WMU

DALLAS—Miss Carolyn Weatherford of 
Jacksonville, Fla., was elected executive 
secretary of Southern Baptist Woman’s Mis
sionary Union.

Miss Weatherford, currently director of 
Woman’s Missionary Union of the Florida 
Baptist Convention, will step into the top 
office of the Southern Baptist Convention 
auxiliary Oct. 1. She will succeed Miss 
Alma Hunt, who will retire Oct. 5 after 26 
years in the position.

The WMU Executive Board elected Miss 
Weatherford to head the 1,100,000-member 
auxiliary in Dallas prior to the WMU na
tional annual meeting and the Southern 
Baptist Convention. She was introduced 
formally during the WMU meeting.

Miss Weatherford will head WMU’s pub
lishing, field services and program design 
work, which is based in Birmingham, Ala.

Born in Mississippi, she was reared in 
Frostproof, Fla. After graduating from 
Florida State University in 1951, she served 
as a high school librarian in Florida schools. 
While a student at New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary, she served as Baptist 
Student Union director and librarian at 
what was then Southern Baptist Hospital’s 
Mather School of Nursing.

She began WMU work with the Alabama 
state WMU office in 1958, serving until 
1960 as Young Woman’s Auxiliary director. 
She directed Girls’ Auxiliary work for 
Florida Baptists during 1961-63, then re
turned to Alabama WMU as promotion 
division director until 1967.

Since 1967 she has headed Woman’s Mis
sionary Union for Florida Baptists. She 
writes regularly for WMU magazines and 
has contributed to other Baptist publica
tions. She has led conferences in WMU 
work at Southern Baptists’ two national con
ference centers. (BP)

Joe Stacker, left, pastor of First Church, 
Concord, and James McCluskey, pastor of 
Wallace Memorial Church, Knoxville, and 
president of the Executive Board, TBC, at
tend the Pastors* Conference.

1974 Stewardship
Conferences Scheduled

The first Stewardship Conference for 
1974 will be held July 1 in Beech River As
sociation at First Church, Lexington, ac
cording to W. C. Summar, state Stewardship 
director.

The conferences are designed to introduce 
churches to programs which will increase 
and initiate giving through the Cooperative 
Program. Conference leaders include: Har
old Gregory, Nashville; J. V. James, Hamil
ton Association; Doug Cather, Wilson As
sociation; William D. Fox, Truett Associa
tion; Maurice Coleman, Truett Association; 
and Summar.

Conferences are set up by associations 
through the superintendent of missions, 
Summar stated. He reported that last year 
2127 Tennessee Baptist churches, a gain of 
76 churches over the previous year, gave 
through the Cooperative Program.

Other associations scheduled at the pres
ent time include:
Date Association
July 1 ........................................Beech River
July 8 ............................................Grainger
July 16 & 18.................................Nashville
July 25..............................Sequatchie Valley
August 5 ..................................... Robertson
August 6 ................... Cumberland Plateau
August 6....................................Duck River
August 6..................................Tenn. Valley
August 12, 19, 22..........................Concord
August 13 ........................................Central
August 19 .......................Madison-Chester
August 20..............................................Dyer
August 26.................................Polk County
Sept. 10 ..............................................Alpha
Sept. 16 ............................................Fayette
Sept. 16 .....................................Big Emory
Sept. 17 ........................................Lawrence
Sept. 19............................................McMinn
Sept. 23......................................East Tenn.
Sept. 30................................................Salem
Oct. 7...............................New Duck River
Oct. 21 ........................... Campbell County
Nov. 4....................................Carroll-Benton
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Third in a Series on Secretaries for the TBC

James Waters, State Mission Secretary
By W. Fred Kendall

James Waters was born in Watertown, 
and attended Union University at Murfrees
boro. He accepted Christ and joined the 
First Baptist Church at Murfreesboro and 
was baptized in the Stone’s River by J. M. 
Pendleton, the pastor of the church at that 
time. Later he was ordained by the Round 
Lick Church in Wilson County and served 
there as pastor. He married Letitia Pendle
ton, daughter of J. M. Pendleton and ac
companied the Pendleton family to Pennsyl
vania when they had to leave Murfreesboro 
during the Civil War.

While in the East, the Tennessean served 
as pastor of the churches at Manayunk, 
Pennsylvania; Wilmington, Delaware; Holly 
and Passaic, New Jersey; and also served 
four years as secretary of the American 
Bible Publishing Society in New York. 
After returning to Nashville he was a mem
ber of the Edgefield Baptist Church.

He was elected to serve as the assistant 
to John D. Anderson when Anderson’s 
duties became so heavy that he desired to 
resign as corresponding secretary of the 
State Mission Board of the Tennessee Bap
tist Convention. Anderson was a Nashville 
businessman who had served without salary 
because of the poor financial condition of 
the Convention. He was a member of the 
Edgefield Baptist Church also. When 
Waters was elected to assist him, he turned 
over all of his records and correspondence 
to him, and Waters had to assume most of

Meredith College Gets 
$300,000 Kenan Grant

RALEIGH, N. C.—A $300,000 special 
purpose grant from the William R. Kenan 
Jr. Charitable Trust has been awarded to 
Meredith College, a Baptist women’s col
lege here.

The Kenan grant, the largest received by 
Meredith from a foundation or trust is re
stricted to endowment and will be used to 
enrich the academic program at the four- 
year women’s college, according to John 
Weems, Meredith’s president.

Grants are awarded by the Kenan Trust 
to enhance the learning process at the un
dergraduate college or university level at 
private, independent educational institutions 
which are well established and accredited. 
The grants are for endowed chairs or are 
special purpose grants. From 1966-1973, 
the Kenan Trust awarded only eight special 
purpose grants to colleges and universities, 
Weems said. Meredith received one of these 
special purpose grants. (BP) 

the responsibility for the work. At the 1882 
session of the Convention at Jackson, 
Waters was elected to succeed Anderson as 
corresponding secretary, the fourth man 
to fill this position in eight years. Corre
sponding secretaries were expendable in 
those early years.

He led the State Mission Board to change 
the name of the office to State Mission 
Secretary, feeling that this more truly ex
pressed the nature of the work of the office. 
He worked diligently and was able to get 
the office more securely established and 
promote the programs with some success.

In 1884, Waters resigned to return to 
Murfreesboro and operate a high school for 
boys in the old Union University building. 
He served for a period as the supply pastor 
of the First Baptist Church at Murfreesboro.

After about three years he left Murfrees
boro and went to Denver, Colorado. We 
do not have a full biographical record of 
the last years of his life and work.

(Editorial Note: This is the third in a series on 
secretaries for the Tennessee Baptist Convention, 
hut the fourth secretary to serve. We do not have 
sufficient information concerning the third secre
tary, John D. Anderson. We hope that it will be 
possible to run an article on Anderson at a later 
date.)

Two Churches Organized 
In Tennessee

Two new churches'have been organized 
in the Tennessee Baptist Convention re
cently.

Green Pine Baptist Church, a mission of 
Temple Church, Holston Association, for 
several years is now a self-supporting 
church. In special services held recently, 
Robert Cutshaw Jr., pastor, served as mod
erator for the organization. The charge 
to the church was given by Don Strother, 
pastor of Temple. James Harris, super
intendent of missions, delivered the organi
zational sermon. Members adopted the 
Articles of Faith, a church constitution, and 
submitted a letter requesting recognition in 
the Holston Association.

In McNairy Association, members of the 
new Curry’s Chapel Church called Junior 
Willbanks as interim pastor. Land for the 
new church site was given by Mrs. Lila 
Curry in memory of J. O. Curry. The new 
building will be located a mile west of 
the intersection of Sulphur Springs Road 
and Highway 57. Carl Mohundro is mod
erator, and Mrs. Mohundro serves as clerk 
and treasurer. Jim Stafford is chairman of 
the building committee. During the first 
three services, attendance has averaged 39.

BWA Youth Planners 
Pick Relief Project

PORTLAND, Ore.—When the 8th Bap
tist Youth World Conference meets here, 
July 31-Aug. 4, 1974, young people attend
ing will be asked to participate in an 
“Oasis” relief project for Zaire, formerly 
known as the Congo, in West Africa, and 
a project to buy coconut trees to be planted 
in India.

Karl-Heinz Walter of Hamburg, 
Germany, chairman of the Baptist World 
Alliance (BWA) youth committee, said 
portions of Zaire are extremely dry, and 
particularly where Angolan refugees have 
settled. The coconut trees are needed to 
help some Indians become more econom
ically self-sufficient, Walter said.

The need for water for crops and day- 
to-day living in Zaire and for a special 
project in an as yet unaided area prompted 
the Youth World Conference administrative 
committee to consider Zaire. The 8,000- 
10,000 youths expected to attend will be 
asked to participate in the project through 
an offering at the conference, and possibly 
through individual purchase of the coconut 
trees. _ sa

Money for the coconut trees will be 
channeled through the Telugu Baptist 
Churches in India. The trees take five 
years to mature and will outlive the present 
population, Walter said. They will provide 
the people with a badly needed cash in
come, he added.

“The trees will also provide food if the 
people need that more than cash,” he added. 
“One coconut tree can be purchased for 
$1.25 (American).

“Money given at the conference will be 
used to provide wells for the dry portion of 
the African nation, in addition to trees for 
India, Walter said.

“With about $10,000, as many as eight 
wells could be dug. The money will be 
channeled through the BWA relief com
mittee and through Baptists in Zaire.

“We thought this was a very clear project 
for young people. They are confronted with 
the fact that there are so many dry zones 
in Africa at this time. And Zaire hasn’t 
received much attention from the mass 
media.” Most publicity and aid has gone 
to the more northern portion of Africa, 
Walter observed.

The administrative committee, chaired by 
Charles Roselle of Nashville, made one 
special stipulation on gathering money for 
the “Oasis” project. If any catastrophe or 
disaster occurs at the time of the confer
ence, the money will be diverted to help 
meet that situation, Walter said.

The 8th Baptist Youth World Conference 
is being sponsored by the BWA and will 
be the first time the event has been held 
in the United States. The first conference 
was held in Prague, Czechoslovakia, in 
1931. (BP)
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UNIFORM SERIES
Sunday School Lesson for Sunday, June 23, 1974

The Christian’s Hope And
Daily Task In A Hostile World

By Dr. Robert O. Byrd, Asst. Prof, of Religion, Belmont College, Nashville
Bible Material: II Thessalonians
Lesson Text: II Thessalonians 2:1-2; 3:6-16

Have you ever seriously considered what 
you would do if you knew you were living 
at the end of time? A variety of books and 

stories have been written 
which present alterna
tives to this question. 
Some of these have re
sponded that you do 
what you really want to 
do, others that you keep 
on doing what you 
should be doing. Some 
have despaired and bro
ken down mentally, emo
tionally, and spiritually 
due to the pressure of 
such a situation. Not 

only have novelists and writers dealt with 
this issue but also individuals who are ter
minally ill have faced this dilemma in a per
sonal way. In fact, a recent television series 
enjoyed some success exploring the possi
bilities of a man who knew he would die 
within a limited amount of time. In II Thes
salonians Paul maintained that the Chris
tian’s daily life ought to reflect certain 
meaningful standards even though there was 
keen anticipation to the coming of the Lord. 
As a matter of principle, the Christian’s 
confidence in the return of Christ always 
should encourage rather than hinder his 
faithfulness to his daily task.

ORDER NOT DISORDER
Paul advised the Thessalonians that the 

very ultimacy of their situation required an 
orderly style of life. This was no time to 
disregard the proper way of conducting 
themselves and their affairs. Paul began by 
warning his readers about contact with a 
“brother that walketh disorderly” (3:6). The 
term “disorderly” is a military word which 
is a reference to being out of ranks. This 
same idea is mentioned in I Thessalonians 
5:14 which indicates that the problem was 
not entirely new. It may be that the excite
ment about the nearness of the end had 
heightened an existing spirit of unruliness. 
At any rate, Paul exhorted them to with
draw from those whose action reflected a 
disorderly spirit.

At the same time the apostle encouraged 
his readers to follow the example he him
self had set for them during his ministry 
among them. It was not enough for them 
simply to deplore the disorderly manner of 
life of some of their brothers (and, presuma
bly, sisters). It was important for them to 
be committed to the tradition received from 

Paul and his associates. The Christian’s 
hope of the coming of the Lord was not 
to become the source of the breaking of 
ranks with his brothers. Instead it should 
bring a spirit of solidarity and unity.

RESPONSIBILITY 
NOT IRRESPONSIBILITY

Paul continued by reminding the Thessa
lonians of the spirit of responsibility he had 
exhibited from his first contact with them. 
He had been willing to perform even un
commonly difficult work in order to care 
for himself and thereby relieve their bur
den. Here is a case in which responsibility 
had taken precedence over rights. Further
more, from the start Paul seemed to realize 
that the Thessalonians needed “an example 
to imitate” (3:9 RSV). This would explain 
why, from the beginning, the missionaries 
gave instructions that “if any would not 
work, neither should he eat” (3:10). Two 
dimensions of responsibility were impressed 
on his readers by the apostle.

To begin with, this matter served to illus
trate the responsibility these Christians had 
to the church. If they were going to draw 
from the food stores of the church and were 
able-bodied, they also ought to be willing to 
invest some work in building those resourc
es. There are at least two reasons why these 
Christians needed to act responsibly in re
lation to the whole fellowship. First of all, 
if any kind of community spirit is to be 
established there must be a sharing both 
of the produce and the labor which stands 
behind it. Second, there is the practical con
sideration that if someone does not work, 
there simply will be no goods to consume.

Working together and sharing the benefits 
of the effort always does a great deal to 
build up a church. A fellowship gap may 
develop when too small a group has to bear 
more than their share of the responsibili
ty. In our time, the church, its services, and 
programs are often criticized because they 
don’t meet the needs of the members. Isn’t 
it possible that there is a practical matter 
to be considered? If there is to be some
thing received from the church, doesn’t 
someone have to be contributing to the 
church? We may pass this off lightly by 
claiming that God is able to fill the church. 
Who could doubt such a possibility? How
ever, shouldn’t we recognize that God com
monly utilize responsible persons to do his 
work?

Paul also encouraged the acceptance by 
the individual of responsibility for himself.

He issued a strong affirmation that each 
person who is able should strive for the 
goal of self-sufficiency. The target of busy
bodies ought not to be the creation of 
more disorder, but learning “to do their 
own work in quietness and to earn their 
own living” (3:12 RSV).

PATIENCE NOT IMPATIENCE
The hope of an early return by the Lord 

was not to be the cause of impatience or 
an unwillingness to attack long-term proj
ects. Paul implored the Thessalonians not 
even to begin being weary in well-doing 
(3:13). Facing up to and overcoming 
disorder!iness and irresponsibility was no 
simple, easy task. Their world and their own 
problems presented them with challenges 
which would not be resolved quickly. Paul 
encouraged the Thessalonian Christians not 
to be quitters as they faced their challenges. 
This should serve as a reminder to present
day Christians that although the Lord might 
come at any time we must patiently set out 
to serve the total needs of the world.

RECLAMATION NOT REJECTION
Paul does not give an extensive explana

tion concerning his intention that the Chris
tian should “have no company” (3:14) with 
a person who did not obey his letter. Some 
simply have interpreted this to mean a com
plete withdrawal and rejection from the dis
obedient brother. It is difficult to under
stand, however, how one could possibly ad
monish a person whom he had abandoned 
entirely. What is clear is that Paul’s aim 
for the church was the reclamation of those 
who were brothers even though they dis
obeyed his injunctions.

Union Awards Honorees, 
Graduates 210

Michael Hays, Sardis, was the recipient 
of the highest academic achievement award 
from Union University during its 149th an
nual commencement exercises held earlier 
this month. As a graduating senior, Hays 
maintained a perfect 4.0 record and had 
previously won the top awards for chem
istry and physics in special awards cere
monies.

The school graduated 210 students who 
received bachelor of arts, science, and 
music degrees, and associate of arts in nurs
ing degrees.

Recognized as the most outstanding stu
dent of the June class was Kay Brown, 
Jackson, with Carol Boggs, Memphis, re
ceiving the honor for the August class.

Jenkin Lloyd Jones, publisher of the 
“Tulsa Tribune” (Oklahoma), delivered the 
major address of the services.

The honorary Doctor of Humanics de
gree was conferred upon Henry Foote, ex
ecutive director of the Jackson Area 
Council of Retarded. Retired pastor W. 
Frank Carlton received a special award of 
commendation for his more than 50 years 
of service as educator, minister, and com
munity.

Thursday, June 20, 1974 Page 7



Our People and Our Churches
PEOPLE...

T. R. Hammons, 94, Forrest City, Ark., 
returned to Tennessee last Sunday to preach 
the 11:00 worship service sermon at the 
Hebron Church near Bolivar—the church 
where he preached his first sermon in 1903. 
Hammons was celebrating his 94th birthday 
and his 71st year as a minister of the gos
pel, according to interim pastor Ewell Mc- 
Kinnie. During his 71 years in the ministry 
he has pastored 78 churches. During his 
early years of service, he sometimes led as 
many as six churches at one time. He or
ganized nine congregations and was respon
sible for the construction of six churches 
and seven parsonages. He has preached in 
14 states, held revivals in seven states, and 
baptized between nine and 10,000 people. 
He served on the committee that raised the 
original money to construct Baptist Me
morial Hospital in Memphis. Members of 
the Hebron Church held a surprise birthday 
dinner for Hammons following the morning 
worship hour.

Herbert McFadden, pastor of Dover First 
Church, received the Master of Divinity de
gree from Luther Rice Seminary in Jack
sonville, Fla., at recent commencement exer
cises.

Frederick Schreiner was named assistant 
professor of music in voice at Carson-New
man College. The appointment will be ef
fective in August. Schreiner received the 
Bachelor of Church Music degree in voice 
performance from Oklahoma Baptist Uni
versity and the Master of Music degree in 
voice performance at the University of 
Indiana. He has been serving as an associate 
at the University of Indiana for eight se
mesters. He is scheduled to sing the role 
of Lensky in Tchikovsky’s opera “Eugene 
Onegin” with the Indiana Opera Theatre 
this summer.

Dr. and Mrs. R. Trevis Otey, pastor of 
Jackson First Church, were honored by 
members of the church on the occasion of 
their 25th wedding anniversary.

In Madison-Chester Association, Hum
boldt Calvary Church’s pastor, John Burke, 
graduated from Union University this 
month. Madison’s pastor, Garry S. Miller, 
received the Bachelor of Arts degree also 
at Union, along with his wife who was 
awarded a Bachelor of Science degree.

In McMinn Association, Niota East 
Church ordained Ed Torbett and Bobby 
Goodman as deacons. Ray Maynard is pas
tor.

FOR SALE: NEW AND USED 
SCHOOL BUSES 

Post and Co.
24th Street-Knoxville, Tenn. 37921 

Phone: 615:523-2103

LEADERSHIP...
James D. Keith is the new pastor of 

Florence Church in Murfreesboro. He 
comes to the position from serving in Nash
ville, and is a former pastor of West Nash
ville Church. The Florence church was 
established in 1924.

Fayetteville First Church has added two 
new staff members for the summer months, 
according to Pastor Reuben L. Trussell. 
Johnny Edmondson, Fayetteville, a junior 
at Belmont College is the summer music 
and youth director. He is the son of Mr. 
and Mrs. John Edmondson, also members 
of the Fayetteville Church. Gwen Smith, 
Ardmore, Ala., is the summer youth work
er. She is a senior at Georgetown College 
in Kentucky.

In Madison-Chester Association, Frazier 
Russell resigned as pastor of Oakfield 
Church, effective July 1. Sanford Hill 
Church called Mike Laughlin, Union Uni
versity, as minister of music and youth. He 
is already on the church field.

Pond Hill Church, McMinn Association, 
called William Deakin as pastor. He is a 
former pastor of Morganton Church in 
Greenback.

Joe W. Eaton is the new pastor at Treze
vant First Church, coming from Sidonia 
Church near Sharon, Tenn.

Charles Dennis is the new pastor at 
Bradford First Church. He served former
ly at Waynesboro and was licensed by First 
Church of Tullahoma. He is the son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Dennis of Tullahoma.

Palmer Sorrow has come to Maury As
sociation to serve as pastor of Cross Bridges. 
He is a graduate of Belmont College and 
was ordained by Valley View Church.

West View Church, Cookeville, called 
Charles Edward Malone as pastor. He will 
be on the new church field the first of July, 
coming from Indiana.

CHURCHES...
In Knox County Association, Second 

Church occupied its new educational build
ing and observed the third anniversary of 
Pastor Tom Gatton. Third Creek Church 
held a debt retirement note burning. W. C. 
Cardwell is pastor. Valley Grove Church 
members razed the old church building and 
have begun construction on a new church 
sanctuary. James Ely is pastor. Fort Hill 
Church recently broke ground on a new 
sanctuary which will seat approximately 
500. Louis O. Ball is pastor.

Edward P. Wasserman was ordained a 
deacon at Immanuel Church in Nashville. 
Gaye McGlothlen, pastor of the church 
and father-in-law of the candidate, deliv
ered the charge to the candidate.

REVIVALS...
Revival services at Whitten Memorial 

Church in Memphis resulted in 17 additions 
to the church by baptism and five by letter. 
There were numerous rededications and one 
surrender to preach the gospel. Bob Kendig, 
pastor of Millington First Church was the 
preacher, and Edsel Bone, associate at 
Millington, was the singer. J. E. Tanksley is 
pastor.

Tommy Sesler, Nashville, led revival 
services for Oliver Springs First Church and 
reported 23 professions of faith and over 
100 rededications. F. E. Sorey is pastor.

V. Wayne Tarpley led revival services at 
Dry Creek Church in Salem Association. 
There were five additions, four of them by 
baptism. Alton Neville is pastor.

Joelton First Church reported 24 profes
sions of faith and eight additions by letter 
during its recent revival. Tom Collins, Car
rollton, Ala., was the evangelist, and La
verne Pickett, Macon, Ga., led the music. 
W. D. Thomason is pastor.

In McMinn Association, Marshall Hill 
Church reports two coming for baptism and 
one rededication during a recent revival. 
Oran Creasman, pastor, Eastanallee Church, 
was the evangelist. Gordon Carver is pas
tor.

Jerry Glisson, pastor of Leawood Church 
in Memphis, conducted revival services for 
New Bethel Church in Hamilton County 
Association. The church reported eight pro
fessions of faith, six baptisms, and four ad
ditions by letter. Don Hulgan, church min
ister of music, was the song leader. Vernon 
Duncan is pastor.

CHURCHES...
The Broadway Church in Maryville suf

fered extensive damage when lightning 
struck the steeple of the church during a 
recent storm. Raymond Smith is pastor.

Cedar Creek Church, Holston Associa
tion, held dedication services for the new 
educational addition to the church. The 
structure contains six classrooms and a 
complete nursery. Members of the build
ing committee include: Claude Fields, 
Charles Cox, Glen Cox, J. W. Dennison, 
and Matt Gilmore. Richard Harris is pastor.

Members of the youth choir of Fayette
ville First Church were designated as of
ficial “goodwill ambassadors” to Ohio by 
the mayor of Fayetteville. The group left 
earlier this month for a week of mission 
work in north central Ohio. They will do 
survey work in the city of Marion, a town 
of 65,000 with no Southern Baptist church 
in the county. Reuben L. Trussell is the 
group’s pastor, and Johnny Edmondson is 
minister of music and youth.
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Musicians Unveil Hymnal;
Premiere Children’s Musical

DALLAS—Unveiling of the contents of 
the “Baptist Hymnal” revision and the pre
mieres of a children’s musical and a com
missioned anthem were among highlights of 
the two-day annual Southern Baptist Church 
Music Conference here.

William J. Reynolds, secretary of the Sun
day School Board’s church music depart
ment and editor for “Baptist Hymnal”, 1975 
edition, revealed the table of contents which 
features old hymns and hymn tunes 
new to the hymnal.

The total hymns span a variety of 
musical styles. While familiar and widely- 
used hymns have been retained, other 
familiar hymns not included in the 1956 
edition of “Baptist Hymnal”, Negro spiri
tuals and the works of contemporary authors 
and composers have been added.

“Baptist Hymnal”, 1975 edition, was com
piled by a committee of 68 Southern Bap
tists. Included are pastors from both large 
and small churches, ministers of music, 
ministers of education, faculty members 
from colleges and seminaries, state music 
secretaries, evangelistic singers, church 
organists, professionals from the recording 
and music publishing industry, composers 
and representatives of denominational 
agencies.

The premiere of a new children’s musical 
from Broadman Press, “Jonah’s Tale of a

SBC Registration Sets Record, 
Black Pastor Elected To Office

(Continued from Page 1) 
being members of one body.” She positioned 
herself as opposing the ordination of women 
as deacons and preachers. Mrs. Sappington 
said a woman can have a career, but if she 
cannot assume her home responsibilities, 
she is wrong.

Mrs. David Brashear of Benton, Ky., said 
that “Men and women both already have all 
the freedom they need to do more for the 
Lord than any of us are doing now.”

In Wednesday action, messengers debated 
and then defeated a constitutional amend
ment which would in effect prohibit en
dorsement of women as ministers or 
chaplains. A random survey of persons at
tending the convention indicated that 
women in the denomination are broadening 
their scope of service.

Adopts $40,000,000 Cooperative 
Program Budget

Messengers adopted a record $40,000,000 
Cooperative Program budget to meet 
operating and capital needs of the Con
vention’s national agencies for the 1974-75 
fiscal year. The Foreign Mission Board is to 
receive 50 per cent of the $36,000,000 voted 
to cover operating expenses for the agencies.

(Continued on Page 12)
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Whale,” by Robert Graham was presented 
by the children’s choir of First Baptist 
Church, Garland, Tex., under the direction 
of Harrell Slack.

A second premiere for the conference was 
the conference-commissioned anthem for 
1974, “Praise God in His Holiness,” by the 
late composer James Cram of Hardin- 
Simmons University, Abilene, performed by 
the Southwestern Baptist Theological Semi
nary Oratorio Chorus, Robert Burton, di
rector.

A service of praise, led by the Century
men under the direction of Buryi Red of 
New York, included performances by con
cert artists Robert Hale and Dean Wilder 
of the New York City Opera and by the 
Dallas Baptist College Wind Ensemble, 
under the direction of Doug Smith.

A tribute to Jane Marshall, composer of 
sacred music, featured the singing of her 
compositions by the sanctuary choir of First 
Baptist Church, Shawnee, Okla., under the 
direction of James Woodward.

The concluding event of the conference 
was a presentation of William Walton’s 
“Belshazzar’s Feast” by the Oratorio Chorus 
of Southwestern Seminary and by the Fort 
Worth Oratorio Symphony.

Composer-arranger Rick Powell of Nash
ville discussed “Electronic Music and the 
Church.” Separate “interest sessions” pro
vided emphases on contemporary worship, 
adult choirs, music and worship and instru
mental music. A session on children’s choirs 
featured a demonstration of music-learning 
activities with children from the South
western Seminary children’s choir school.

Jesse Fletcher, director of the mission 
support division, Southern Baptist Foreign 
Mission Board, spoke at a banquet honor
ing music missionaries, followed by presen
tation of the W. Hines Sims Achievement 
Award for distinguished service to the cause 
of church music to Warren M. Angell, dean 
emeritus of the Warren M. Angell College 
of Fine Arts, Oklahoma Baptist University.

Keynote address for the conference was 
given by John Claypool, pastor of Broadway 
Baptist Church, Fort Worth, on “Worship as 
Event.”

Newly-elected vice presidents of the 
organization are A. Joseph King, minister 
of music at University Baptist Church, Fort 
Worth, local church division, Sam Prestidge, 
music secretary for the Baptist General Con
vention of Texas, denominational division; 
and Evelyn M. Phillips of the school of 
church music, Southwestern Baptist Theo
logical Seminary, Fort Worth, educational 
division.

President Donald Brown, music professor 
at William Jewell College in Liberty, Mo., 
has another full year in his term of office. 
(BP)

East Tennessee Pastor, 
R. T. Burger, Dies

R. T. Burger, 64, Greeneville, former pas
tor of Greene Lawn Church, died June 5 at 
Laughlin Hospital.

He had been in the ministry for many 
years, serving Roan Hill Church in Johnson 
City; Calvary Church, Greeneville; Orebank 
Church, Kingsport, and Sunset Village 
Church, Bristol.

A native of Greene County, he was born 
in 1909, the son of the late James and 
Louise Rice Burger. He was a member of 
the Greene County Ministerial Association.

Funeral services were held June 7 at the 
Greene Lawn Church with burial at New 
Ebenezer Cemetery. Pastors Willard Tail
man, Gary Montgomery, and M. L. Bow
man officiated. Honorary pallbearers were 
members of the Men’s Bible Class at the 
church.

Burger is survived by his widow, Mrs. 
Cleo DeWitt Burger, one daughter, Mrs. 
James Barham, two sons, Richard James 
Burger and Paul Thomas Burger, seven 
grandchildren, and one great grandchild. 
Literacy Missions Session
To Offer Training

The Home Mission Board of the South
ern Baptist Convention will sponsor a litera
cy missions leadership workshop at South
ern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louis
ville July 15-23.

Designed primarily for participants with 
experience in literacy missions, the week- 
long workshop will provide training in con
ducting workshops and providing leadership 
in home areas. Specialization training will 
focus on adult reading and writing, tutor
ing in reading for school age children, and 
conversational English for foreign speaking 
persons.

Other Happenings
Forty-nine churches were represented last 

month at an associational “Pastor Apprecia
tion Dinner” initiated by J. V. James, su
perintendent of missions for Hamilton 
County Association. The banquet was held 
at Chattanooga’s Ridgedale Church and was 
attended by pastors and their wives and an
nuitants and their wives. Wylie Gross Jr., 
chairman of deacons at Ridgedale, served 
as master of ceremonies, and Dr. and Mrs. 
Elmer Piper provided the music.

Former Tennessee pastor, Carl J. Giers, 
was honored by the Shades Mountain 
Church in Birmingham, Ala., last month 
when the church’s educational building was 
dedicated the “Carl J. Giers Building.” 
Giers is a former pastor of Chattanooga 
First Church and is now retired and living 
in Alabama. The building was named in 
honor of Giers under whose leadership it 
was built. He served as pastor there from 
Sept. 1961 to May 1971. During his pas
torate, the 1465-seat sanctuary was con
structed in 1965, and the newest was com
pleted near the end of 1966 and occupied 
for the first time in 1967.
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SOUTHERN BAPTIST PASTORS
(Continued from Page 3)

of Christ.”
Evangelism—A Priority

Following Brandt’s third message to the 
conference on the subject, “Pastor and 
His Family,” the Monday afternoon ses
sion featured Harold Fickett of Van Nuys, 
Calif., Pleitz, and Walter Hultgren of Tul
sa, Okla.

Fickett, speaking on “The Priority of 
Evangelism,” said evangelism is more con
cerned with getting people ready for the 
second coming of Christ than it is with set
ting a time and place for Christ’s return.

Pleitz, a former chairman of the Con
vention’s Executive Committee, encouraged 
his fellow ministers to become involved in 
the power crisis, both economic and spiritu
al.

“Where Pastors Often Fail” was the clos
ing message for Monday afternoon and was 
delivered by Hultgren. He warned of the 
“. . . subtle danger of doing God’s work 
merely in response to pressure.”

Speakers Bigger Than Life
Andrew Tampling, pastor of the First 

Baptist Church of Birmingham, Ala., head
ed the list of speakers for the closing ses
sion of this year’s conference which fea
tured speakers bigger than life on two huge 
projection screens installed on either side 
of the platform. Tampling spoke on “The 
Preacher’s Message,” saying that the preach
er must be a man of integrity and an insti
gator of hope.

Edwin Young, First Baptist Church, Co
lumbia, S.C., presented the strongest state
ments of the conference on Watergate. He 
observed that not once during the Water
gate tape transcriptions that have been pub
lished had the President asked: “What is 
right? What is best? What is moral? What 
is honest?”

The Pastors’ Conference, which recorded 
an attendance of more than 8000, was 
brought to a close with a message by Cliff 
Barrows, a member of the Billy Graham 
Evangelistic Association. Speaking on “The 
King is Coming,” Barrows exhorted the 
group to Look up, Shape up, and to Speak 
up. He said further that “If one has the 
message of hope, he dare not withhold it 
from the despairing, the hopeless, and the 
faint.”

RETIRED MINISTER 
or 

RETIRED ACTIVE CHRISTIAN LAYMAN 
in each of the following metropolitan areas 

Memphis, Jackson, Nashville, Knoxville, Upper East Tennessee 

FOR PART-TIME CHRISTIAN SURVEY WORK 
All replies will be answered.

Send brief resume to Box 50377, Nashville, Tenn. 37025

WOMAN’S MISSIONARY UNION
(Continued from Page 3)

and “Balm of Gilead,” (spiritual). They 
were presented by Mr. and Mrs. Dwight C. 
Clark, missionaries also to the Bahamas.

Clark told the listeners that some one 
hundred of the Bahamians chartered a 
plane and paid their own way to come to 
the WMU Convention. He said many of 
them walk long distances to choir practice 
each week, some without their evening meal 
because they like to sing.”

Women Pledge Cooperative Program 
Support

The women voted to pledge increased 
support to the Cooperative Program to the 
Southern Baptist Convention at its meeting 
June 11-13, to proclaim June 8-9, 1975 a 
special time of recognition of the Coopera
tive Program, make the Cooperative Pro
gram a focal point of the WMU annual 
meeting in 1975, and to urge local church 
WMUs to educate church members about 
the Cooperative Program and its role in 
mission support.

Speaking to the Monday evening audience 
was Jimmy Anderson, a Creek Indian from 
Oklahoma. He began his message by say
ing, “My own seminary training was pro
vided by Eugene Nida. He does not know 
me, but I was able to get my seminary 
training through his gift to an Indian stu
dent. With his help and the grace of the 
Lord, I stand before you tonight.”

Nida, who was also a speaker on the 
platform embraced Jimmy just before he 
addressed the group on “The Word in the 
World.” Nida is executive secretary of 
Translations Department, American Bible 
Society, New York City.

Miss Weatherford spoke to the women 
briefly after being introduced.

She said, “I don’t expect to go in and 
make sweeping changes. I think our organi
zation at the convention level has been very 
innovative and creative, but that creativity 
has not always filtered through to the 
churches.”

She indicated some changes resulting 
from the growing numbers of working 
women in the WMU.

Working Woman Has More To Offer
“The working woman is probably more 

sensitive to issues and ways she can be in
fluential in changing conditions through

Ministers' Wives Luncheon
To Feature Mrs. J. O. Williams

The Tennessee Baptist Ministers’ Wives 
Fellowship met recently to initiate plans for 
the fellowship to be held during the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention meeting in Mur
freesboro in November.

According to Mrs. W. G. Wilson, pub
licity chairman, officers and committee 
members plan to build a program around 
the changing role of the minister’s wife 
from 1874-1974. Mrs. J. O. Williams, Nash
ville, will be one of the featured speakers 
at the Nov. 13 luncheon meeting.
politics. As more women have more money 
to give, they can take an active financial 
role in missions. The working woman has 
more opportunity to express herself, to 
learn about voting intelligently.”

Home missionary Kagonobo Nakamoto, 
serving as associate among Japanese people 
in Texas, said the greatest problem the 
Japanese face is the language barrier, es
pecially, for Japanese wives of American 
servicemen. Another problem comes be
cause of their religious background. Many 
are interested in Christianity and wish to 
understand, but find it difficult to accept 
Christ in a personal way.

Miss Juana Luz Garcia, another home 
missionary, who was jailed in Cuba for her 
faith, said that the United States is the only 
country to offer refuge to 400,000 Cubans 
who have fled Communism. She begged her 
listeners to keep the door open for their 
freedom.

God Has Plans For Deaf
Jerry Seale, associate in Missions Division 

of Baptist General Convention of Texas, 
Dallas, interpreting in the sign language as 
he spoke, reminded the women “that God 
created the deaf and has a plan and purpose 
for their lives.” He warned, “We must not 
close our eyes to deaf people and them not 
here.”

Praisetime featured Sidney L. Buckley, 
bass; Irene Jordan, soprano; Dan Meeker 
and Betsy Orr, duets; Joyce Jones, organist; 
and George R. Beasley-Murray, pianist.

Dr. Buckley is minister of music at First 
Baptist Church, Easley, S.C.; Miss Jordan 
is concert soprano, New Rochelle, N.Y. 
Meeker and Orr are recent graduates of 
Hardin-Simmons University, Abilene, Tex
as; Dr. Jones is organist in residence at 
Baylor University, Waco, Texas; and Dr. 
Beasley-Murray is professor of New Testa
ment at Southern Baptist Theological Semi
nary, Louisville, Ky.

DREXEL CHURCH FURNISHINGS 
(Formerly Southern Desk Company)

Pews
Pulpit and Chancel Furnishings

Cataloguesand Design Assistance 
upon request

Phone: 704/322 - 8380
Dept. J, P. 0. Drawer 2187

Hickory, North Carolina 28601
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Pre-Inventory Clearance Sale

JULY
SAVE more than 50% on many items 

big bargain bonanza 
^BAPTIST BOOK STORE

We will be closed Wednesday, July 31, for inventory.

Sale
Price

Look at these great buys:

, Sale Price, $34.95

•»X*****^***W

-----------

Sale Price, $8.99

THE LIVING BIBLE Kenneth N. Taylor 
The immensely popular paraphrase of the 
Bible into contemporary English. Makes the 
Bible as warm as a personal letter ... as 
readable as today's newspaper. (WHSE) Reg. 
Price, $10.95

MATTHEW HENRY'S COMMENTARY 
ON THE WHOLE BIBLE
The best and most valuable work of Matthew 
Henry, widely recommended and preferred 
among Bible commentaries. (WHSE) Reg. 
Price, $49.95

YOUNG'S ANALYTICAL
CONCORDANCE TO THE BIBLE 
Robert Young
With 311,000 references, 30,000 readings 
and 70,000 Greek and Hebrew words with 
translations. Young’s Concordance provides 
complete information on any word or verse 
in the Bible. (WHSE) Reg. Price, $14.75

GIANT PRINT BIBLE
Easiest Bible reading ever—perfect for oral 
scriptures. Also excellent for elderly persons 
and those with visual handicaps. Beautiful 
photographs and famous artwork included. 
(WHSE) 
6660-61 Black leatherette * 6661-10 Brown 
leatherette * 6661-18 Blue leatherette Reg. 
Price, $14.95

THE BECOMERS Keith Miller
The modern-day apostle of renewal writes 
about personal Christianity . . . about the 
experience of "becoming" . . . about growing 
toward wholeness in Christ. He believes only 
"the becomers" can reach noise-polluted, 
change-ridden, fast-moving humanity with a 
witness to Jesus Christ. (Word) Reg. Price, 
$5.95

THE ONE AND ONLY YOU
Bruce Larson
The author challenges you to become more 
than a "custodian of the past," to open your 
eyes and discover the wonderful "new 
things" in God's creative spirit. (Word) Reg. 
Price, $4.95

THE BIBLE IN PICTURES
FOR LITTLE EYES Kenneth N. Taylor 
Nearly 200 pages of colorful, biblical pic
tures accompanied by explanatory text and 
questions. An excellent way for small chil
dren to learn about the Bible. (WHSE) Reg.
Price, $4.95
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Toll-Free Number Plan 
Aids Motorists To Glorieta

NASHVILLE—Motoring to Glorieta 
(N.M.) Baptist Conference Center this sum
mer will be relatively trouble-free under 
plans made by conference center officials 
and the New Mexico Tourist Service.

Travelers outside New Mexico can call 
a toll-free number (800-545-9876) to find 
out the availability of gasoline along then- 
route. During business hours, persons will 
be able to explain their situation to an em
ploye of the New Mexico Tourist Service. 
After hours, a recording will be used.

According to Larry Haslam, Glorieta 
manager, the conference center will call 
several cities in New Mexico each week to 
find the availability of gas for guests leav
ing Glorieta. These cities will include 
Albuquerque, Sante Fe, Farmington, Ros
well and Las Cruces. Gasoline information 
will be posted each week at the guest rela
tions desk located in the lobby of New 
Mexico Hall.

In addition, the conference center oper
ates a Kerr-McGee service station for the 
guests. Kerr-McGee, BankAmericard and 
Master Charge credit cards are accepted.

“Our station has not been low on gas 
this year,” adds Haslam. “In fact, I have 
not seen any stations in the area that are 
closed due to the shortage or that close 
early because they have reached their daily 
allotment.”

In light of the crisis situation, Haslam 
points out, “Our registration has not shown 

any significant lag this year compared to 
the same time last year. We are expecting 
to have normal weeks in attendance this 
summer and so far registration has been 
favorable.

Glorieta Baptist Conference Center is 
owned and operated by the Southern Bap
tist Sunday School Board. (BP)

Preachers1 School To Feature 
Study Of Acts

The West Tennessee Preachers’ School 
will be held July 8-12 at Union University 
in Jackson, according to Lewis Sewell, dean 
of religious affairs.

Sessions will begin at 9:00 a.m. on Mon
day with registration held at 8:00 a.m.

Leaders for the sessions will include Rob
ert L. Hamblin, pastor, Harrisburg Chinch, 
Tupelo, Miss., who will give a study of 
Acts at each of the sessions. Aubrey Lee 
Morris, pastor, Robertsville Church, Oak 
Ridge, will discuss “Crucial Situations” with 
the group, and James C. Taylor, professor 
of preaching, New Orleans Baptist Theo
logical Seminary, will deliver messages on 
“Expository Preaching.” Mrs. Bob Peek, 
Athens, Tenn., will speak to the women on 
special studies.

Reservations must be made through 
Union University, according to Sewell.

SBC Registration Sets

Eugene Chamberlain
Named Manuscript Analyst

NASHVILLE—Eugene Chamberlain, a 
children’s worker at the Southern Baptist 
Sunday School Board for 14 years, has been 
named manuscript analyst in the board’s 
church services and materials division.

Chamberlain, coordinating editor in the 
children’s section of the Sunday School de
partment since 1972, assumes his duties 
as manuscript analyst June 16. He succeeds 
Lynn M. Davis Jr. who has become coordi
nated promotion planning coordinator work
ing with the Southern Baptist Convention 
Inter-Agency Council.

According to Morton Rose, assistant to 
the director of the division, Chamberlain 
will be responsible for making analyses of 
church literature manuscripts. His duties 
will include work with doctrinal readers out
side the board’s employ, plus assisting edi
tors with information and practices con
cerning writer for church literature manu
scripts.

A native Texan, Chamberlain is a grad
uate of Southern Methodist University, Dal
las, and holds the bachelor of divinity de
gree from Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville. He has done ad
ditional graduate work at the University of 
Texas, Austin.

Prior to joining the board as nursery edi
tor in the Sunday School department in 
January, 1960, Chamberlain served as 
minister of music and education for Texas 
churches in Austin, Kenedy, Georgetown 
and College Station. (BP)
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Black Pastor Elected To Office
(Continued from Page 9)

The Home Mission Board will receive the 
next largest single amount, $6,750,000 for 
operations.

The six theological seminaries will share 
$7,560,000 and the Radio and Television 
Commission is to receive $1,700,000 for 
operations.

Name Change Study Asked
Early in Convention proceedings, W. A. 

Criswell, pastor of First Baptist Church of 
the host city, presented a motion calling for 
a study into the possibility of changing the 
129-year-old name of the denomination. 
After considerable debate and discussion, 
messengers approved a motion which left

PARTNERS

B APTI ST 
BOOK 
STORE

N GROWTH

734 Cherry St. • Chattanooga, TN 37402 • (615) 267-3845
706 S. Gay St. • Knoxville, TN 37902 • (615) 525-8131
24 N. Second St. • Memphis, TN 38103 • (901) 525-6848
3349 Winbrook • Memphis (South), TN 38116 • (901) 396-6045
1010 Broadway • Nashville, TN 37203 • (615) 242-5647 

the task of such a study to a seven mem
ber committee to be appointed by the new 
convention officers which committee earlier 
was approved for the purpose of studying 
the work of the SBC Executive Committee.

Porter Routh, executive secretary
treasurer of the Executive Committee, made 
the amendment to the motion, asking that 
both tasks be assigned to the same com
mittee, the committee to report to next 
year’s convention in Miami Beach.

Considerable discussion was centered also 
around a motion that a separate Co mil ission
on Evangelism be established, taking the of
fice from the Convention’s Home Mission
Board. The motion was tabled and a report 
is to be brought before next year’s con
vention.

In Tuesday’s afternoon session President 
Cooper called to the platform and recog
nized nine Royal Ambassadors, commend
ing them for their outstanding achievement 
in earning the Brotherhood Commission’s 
Service Aide Awards. They had also re
ceived the National Award. Two of the boys 
were Tennesseans, Jimmy Myers and Ridge 
Cullum.

(Continued on Page 13)
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SBC Registration Sets Record, Black
(Continued from Page 12)

Abortion And Peace Resolutions Passed
The resolution of abortion was adopted 

following some trimming down to a more 
acceptable manner to the messengers which 
“reaffirms the sanctity of human life” but 
allows some therapeutic abortion.

The resolution on peace received consider
able discussion because some of the mes
sengers felt it worded approval for those 
who have left the country to avoid military 
duty. The original resolution was defeated. 
Wayne Dehoney of Louisville, Ky., came 
to the platform and stated that the Con
vention could not afford to go on record as 
turning down a resolution on peace. The 
messengers edited and rewrote the resolu
tion from the floor, something President 
Cooper said he would not have believed 
18,000 persons could do, and adopted a 
more moderate stand.

Other Resolutions Adopted
1. Called for greater use of and support 

of the ministry of the American Bible 
Society.

2. Asked that the Christian Life Commis
sion and other appropriate agencies of the 
SBC be encouraged to educate the churches 
in the Christian stewardship of God’s earth 
and to publicize the adopted position.

3. Urges elected representatives in Con
gress to initiate and support legislation to 
the advertising of all alcoholic beverages on 
television and to require labeling of all 
alcoholic beverages as being potentially 
hazardous to the health and safety of the 
users.

4. Called for a fair representation of 
minority groups on the Convention’s boards 
and commissions.

5. Requested the Baptist Joint Committee 
on Public Affairs to continue its efforts in 
behalf of a tax policy that recognizes the 
principles of equity, fairness and religious 
freedom for the churches and their agencies. 
The resolution also reaffirmed the Conven
tion’s support of current tax policy of de
ductions for contributions to private educa
tional, charitable, eleemosynary and re
ligious institutions.

6. Denounced the distribution of porno
graphic materials.

7. Requested the Christian Life Com
mission to produce material on information 
concerning the issue of the population ex
plosion.

8. Spoke appreciation for Convention 
officers.

9. Expressed appreciation for the elec
tronic facilities for this year’s sessions.

10. Praised the host city for excellent 
facilities.

11. Spoke appreciation to the news media.
12. Opposes federal aid to education and 

nonpublic schools.

Pastor Elected To Office
Glenn Archer, executive director of 

Americans United for Separation of Church 
and State, warned attendants Thursday that 
religious freedom is threatened. “It would 
appear that the rule of thumb in political 
circles is ‘get by with it but don’t get 
caught,’ ” Archer said and continued, “Well, 
we are getting caught. Our immorality is 
showing and our corruption is streaking. We 
have departed from the Sacred Word.”

Governor Jimmy Carter, of Georgia, 
held a press conference on Thursday eve
ning and spoke to the report of the Brother
hood Commission. Carter, a Baptist deacon, 
is a member of the commission.

The Convention closed on a note of wor
ship as a capacity audience heard an ad
dress by Evangelist Billy Graham.

Christian Citizen: America Needs You!
By C. Welton Gaddy

“Stay away.” That was the counsel of 
former White House Staff Member Gordon 
Strachan when asked if he had any advice 
for young people regarding politics. No 
Christian can heed these words and remain 
true to either the concept of democracy or 
the Christian faith.

Christian Citizenship Sunday, June 30, 
1974, offers Southern Baptist churches an 
opportunity to focus upon what it means to 
be a Christian citizen. “Christian Citizen: 
America Needs You!” is the theme of this 
special Sunday on the denominational 
calendar.

From every church and political precinct 
in our nation the call is for active political 
involvement for persons with integrity so 
public confidence in government may be 
restored.

Last year, hundreds of churches found 
the observance of Christian Citizenship 
Sunday to be a most significant experience. 
Sermons and programs on Christian citizen
ship, visits from local representatives in 
government, workshops on political involve
ment, and other similar activities can be 
beneficial. Local congregations may con
sider how to have a greater impact on the 
political processes of the community. Chris
tians have been inspired to assume a more 
active role in government affairs as well as 
to be better informed on methods of involve
ment.

America can benefit from the suggestions, 
opinions, and new ideas of Christian 
citizens. A sense of divine commission leads 
Christians into the political process. Con
victions inspired by the Bible and actions 
shaped by the Spirit of Christ can be tre
mendously influential in that mix of political 
partisanship, economic realism, and legis
lative expediency out of which govern
mental decisions are made and national 
legislation formulated.

Long ago the French statesman Alexis de 
Tocqueville, observed, “America is great

Julius E. Curley Dies
Julius E. Curley, 65, president and owner 

of Curley Printing Company, died June 16 
at his home, 3414 East Golf Club Lane, 
Nashville.

Curley Printing Company has been print
ing Baptist And Reflector since 1948.

He worked for Cullom & Ghertner Print
ing Co. for about 15 years before establish
ing his own company.

He is survived by his widow, Frances 
Turner Curley; a daughter, Mrs. Mary 
Delores Evans, Nashville; three sons, Julius, 
Jr., Stephen Cary, and Robin Marvin, all 
of Nashville; a brother John B. Curley, 
Franklin; and a sister, Mrs. Robert M. Mur
ray, Huntingdon.

Funeral services were held at Roesch- 
Patton Funeral Home June 18 at 2 p.m. 
Burial was in National Cemetery.

because America is good” and warned, 
“If America ever ceases to be good, Amer
ica will cease to be great.” Christians are 
charged with the responsibility of good 
citizenship not only that the nation may be 
good and thus great, but even more im
portantly, that the Lordship of Christ may 
be extended into this all-important area of 
life and that God may be glorified through 
us.

Plan to observe Christian Citizenship Sun
day, June 30. America needs Christian 
citizens!

Gaddy is director of Christian Citizenship De
velopment, Christian Life Commission of the SBC.

Tidwell Named President 
Of Religious Educators

DALLAS—Charles Tidwell of Fort 
Worth, Tex., was elected president of the 
Southern Baptist Religious Education As
sociation at the close of its two-day meet
ing here. He succeeds Luke E. Williams Jr., 
director of church activities at First Baptist 
Church of San Antonio.

Tidwell, professor of church administra
tion at Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, was vice president and president
elect last year.

Elected vice presidents were Elaine Dick
son, dean of student affairs at Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, 
Ky., and Bob Bingham, executive assistant, 
program services division, Home Mission 
Board, Atlanta.

Bob Feather, associate minister for ad
ministration and promotion at Park Cities 
Baptist Church, Dallas, is president-elect 
and vice president.

William E. Young, superintendent of the 
children’s section, church training depart
ment, Baptist Sunday School Board, was 
re-elected secretary-treasurer.

Named associate secretary was Miss Neta 
Stewart, dean of women at Southwestern 
Seminary. (BP)
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Sunday School Lesson for Sunday, June 23,1974

Avoiding The World's Way
By Dr. W. R. White

Baylor University, Waco, Texas
Basic Passage: Janies 4:1 to 5:6
Focal Passages: Janies 4:1-10,13-17

The world order is usually contrary to the 
Christian spirit in many ways. Most of the 
great cultures have been dominated by con
cepts, motivation and methods diametrically 
opposed to the way of Christ. The Bible 
says that the god of this world blinds the 
eyes of the unbeliever. He often does the 
same thing to the carnal-minded Christian. 
Often Satan is very subtle in this respect.

Inordinate desires of the world or lust 
are powerful in swaying our conduct. 
Greed, lust, jealousy and unlawful ways 
appear and influence us. Wars, quarrels 
envy and strife ensue. These have a way 
in defeating any durable purpose or whole
some way of life.

A heart that is worrying with incom
patible emotions will emit all kinds of ex
ternal troubles and destruction.
Unholy Desires Produce Unholy Deeds 
James 4:1-2

From whence do all these evil things like 
wars, strife, bickering, killing, stealing and 
turmoil come? They come from inner pas
sions and unrest.

People who are filled with such cravings 
and conflicts resort to all kinds of scheming 
and violence to obtain their ends. It works 
for a while, sometimes with impressive re
sults but must ultimately fail. Even tem
porary success may bring some satisfaction 
but it does not last.
Always Loses James 4:13

They war and fight but do not obtain any 
desirable objective. Going to God in true 
prayer, they do not practice. When they do 
pray, their motive is selfish. They want to 
satisfy their own selfish lusts and pleasures. 
It is not sincere prayer for reasonable needs 
or comforts but desires to indulge themselves 
unduly. Neglect of true praying and giving 
themselves to unworthy asking have failed 
utterly. The same thing is happening today 
in too many lives.

Spirit Of Humility Most Effective
James 4:4-10

Ardent love is considered by the Lord to 
be a form of adultery. Flirting with the 
world is being disloyal and untrue to God. 
The Spirit of God never leads us in that 
direction.

God resists the proud, the high-minded 
and the self-sufficient. He listens to the 
humble and those who are of contrite 
hearts. We are to submit ourselves to 
God and resist the devil and he will flee 
from us. It takes submission to God and 
resistance to the devil to gain the complete 
victory.

Humility enlists God completely on our 
behalf.

God Identifies Himself With Our Brother 
James 4:11-12

If we speak true or good of our brother, 
we speak good of our Lord. We fly in the 
face of the law if we defy our brother. 
Even James, identifying himself with the 
church, accused Paul of persecuting him 
when he was actually persecuting the young 
church.

Some people make large, long speeches 
with a sense of dead certainty. This is un
mitigated egotism and presumption. We 
should make large plans and we should take 
the long look. We act as if we were on- 
miscient and already immortal.

Life is so fragile and frail and we are 
so fallible. Life is ephemeral and transitory. 
We are so ignorant of the future.

We should condition all of our lives and 
activities to the will of God. We live and 
move and have our being in Him. What the 
right attitude is we should assume. To fol
low anything else is sin. Whatever is good 
we should follow and leave the rest to God 
in bumble dependence.

Christians need not live in fear because 
of the certainty of death and the frailty of 
life. We should live in trustful humility, as
sured that our Lord will never leave us or 
forsake us. The agonies of repentance will 
often replace the spirit of mirth in the ex
perience of the truly humble.

Church Furniture 
Pews and Chancel 

GRAHAM MANUFACTURING, INC. 
P.O. Box 308 

Auburn, Ky. 42206 
Area Code 502-542-4192

Criswell To Give Church
'Every Penny' He's Earned

DALLAS—W. A. Criswell, pastor of 
First Baptist Church here, is giving back 
“every penny” he earned in salary during 
his 30 years as pastor.

He already has started to return more 
than $600,000 to the 18,000 member con
gregation.

His pledge will be fulfilled upon his 
death, he said.

“I have always wanted to do God’s work 
without any kind of financial reward,” the 
65-year-old pastor said.

“The first time I preached in a church, 
the deacons took up a collection and I was 
given $10. I gave it back to them and told 
them I did not preach for money,” he re
called.

At the time, he said, he did not know 
how he was going to live without money, 
“but I had the tremendous feeling that I 
had given my life to God freely.”

He added, “I feel I still want to give back 
to the church everything that it has given 
me so that when I meet the Lord I can say 
I did all of- my work freely.”

He mentioned his plan in a recent Sun
day sermon.

“I don’t remember exactly what I was 
preaching on that particular Sunday. I re
member I just told the people that I had 
something in my heart that I felt like I had 
to do.”

It is estimated Criswell’s annual salary 
now is about $25,000. He owns his own 
home, and a church member has provided 
an automobile for several years.

“God has abundantly blessed my life. 
God has given me the ability to save money 
and (the knowledge) how to invest it wise
ly-

“I have been blessed in that way from 
the beginning, and I am still blessed. It is 
quite evident in the way God has prospered 
me and what he has done for this church,” 
he added.

Criswell has written 15 books, which 
have received wide sale. He also has filled 
numerous, speaking engagements and has 
received some “private gifts,” said mainly 
to be investment opportunities.

“I think the ability to make money is part 
of a gift or blessing from God. It was never 
looked upon in any other way in the Bible,” 
he explained.

Criswell’s net worth is not known, but he 
said his financial commitment to the church 
will not jeopardize the security and well
being of his family.

He concluded, “I think every man ought 
to have a last will and testament. And, in 
that will, I think he ought to do something 
for God’s work on earth—whether little or 
big.”

A member of First Baptist Church, when 
informed of Criswell’s decision, remarked 
“I think it is a wonderful thing for a great 
man to do.” (BP)
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From tke
Executive Secretary

By Ralph Norton

Norton

If you read the front page article of the 
June 6 issue of the Baptist And Reflector, 
I hope your interest in the Centennial Con

vention this year was 
sharpened enough for 
you to make plans now 
to attend its sessions. We 
are becoming more and 
more excited about this 
very significant occasion 
and feel compelled to 
urge every Tennessee 
Baptist to participate in 
the service that com
memorates one hundred 
years of organized Bap
tist work in our state.

The preview of the program gives an in
sight to the music, drama and pageantry 
planned for each session. The history of 
Baptist life will be depicted, beginning with 
the days of the early settlers down to the 
present time. I believe we will miss an 
unusual blessing if we fail to become in
volved in an effort to acknowledge the role 
others have played in giving to us such a 
rich heritage.

You will note also from the above-men
tioned article that three skits have been pre
pared for use in our individual churches. 
The presentation of these skits can do much 
in preparing us for the Convention program. 
Although they are only fifteen minutes each 
in length, they also depict significant events 
in Tennessee Baptist history. Do take ad
vantage of this additional opportunity to in
form people of our background.

Additional information concerning the 
Centennial Convention program will be 
brought to your attention from time to time, 
but right now my interest in bringing it to 
your attention is that you might begin to 
make plans and reservations now—it is not 
too early to establish this as a priority in 
your fall schedule of activities.

GRAND TOUR August 7-21
London — Rome — Florence — Naples 
— Pompeii — Cario — Throughout the 
Bible Lands. Call Kenney Tours (615) 
865-5352 or 227-7400 or write Kenney 
Tours, 705 Freda Villa, Madison, TN. 
37115

Fiber Glass Baptistries 
Repair Old and Build New 
Call 292-4029 or Write 

Ashbaugh Fiber Glass 
F.O. Box B94, Nashville, Tenn. 17202

Historically:
From the files

50 YEARS AGO
R. H. Lambright wrote from Sey

mour that he had just moved there as 
pastor and found a very warm re
ception. “We have a great people who 
stand for the whole program and the 
Baptist cause,” he reported.

W. R. Puckett resigned as pastor 
at Dyer and accepted the call to serve 
the church at Gibson, Tennessee.

20 YEARS AGO
Robertsville Church in Oak Ridge 

was observing its eighth anniversary 
and making plans to build a sanctuary 
with a seating capacity of 1200 per
sons. W. C. Summar was pastor of the 
1025 membership church.

Speedway Terrace Church, Mem
phis, entered its new sanctuary and 
observed the 20th anniversary of Pas
tor Mark Harris. James L. Sullivan, 
Leonard Sanderson, and former pas
tor Norris Palmer, shared in the dedi
cation services.

10 YEARS AGO
The new pastor at Little Hope 

Church in Clarksville was Bruce D. 
Anderson. He was a graduate of Car
son-Newman College and New Or
leans Seminary and came from a pas
torate in Louisiana.

Hayward Highfill accepted the call 
to become pastor of First Church, 
Clinton, coming from Eastland 
Church in Nashville. Highfill was a 
native of Paris and a graduate of 
Union University and Southwestern 
Baptist Seminary.

cbm FMM
At a price 

Any Church Can Afford
Write or call

WAGONERBROS.
MFG. CO.

Phone: OR 5-2468

Booneville, Arkansas

On Matter* of

oLSvingf
By Dr. B. David Edens,. 
Director, Marriage and 
Family Program 
Stephens College 
Columbia. Missouri 65201

Parents7 Understanding Nips 
Child's Need To Lie

“One of the things I find ridiculous in 
our society is our assumption that children 
must be absolutely truthful while parents 
can be relatively so,” observes Dr. Irving 
Markowitz, medical director of the Family 
Service and Child Guidance Center of New 
Jersey.

If parents are so tough that a child is 
afraid to tell the truth, it’s their own fault if 
the youngster lies, he told the National En
quirer. The incentive to lie is gone when 
parents are understanding and reasonable 
enough to make it possible for a child to 
confess a wrongdoing or falsehood.

Sometimes adults confuse the young 
child’s tendency to fantasize or to “color” 
events with outright lying, he points out. 
It takes time for a youngster to mature in
to truthfulness. When a small child boasts 
that the minnow he caught was “very, very 
big, maybe 20 feet”—an adult can help 
him keep perspective by a comment in this 
vein: “well, it’s a fine fish, but it really 
isn’t that big, is it? . . . though we know 
how exciting it was to catch it.”

When adults are patient, encouraging and 
provide an example of truthfulness, young
sters slowly come to understand the impor
tance of sticking to the truth. By the time 
a child is eight or so, parents should be 
able to depend on a straight answer to such 
basic questions as where he or she is go
ing, why he’s late, whether he or she is do
ing what he or she should be doing, etc.

Two types of lies are not to be tolerated, 
emphasize the psychiatrist:

1. Pathological lying, where the child 
lies needlessly and habitually.

2. Malicious lying, with an intent to 
injure someone else.
Adults must take such lying very serious

ly indeed, Markowitz believes. If care
ful, honest analysis of home and school sit
uations and relationships doesn’t turn up 
any reasons for the child’s behavior, it 
would be wise to seek professional help.

REVELATION MEDIA SERVICES-for your 
record album needs.
Have an economical record album made 
from your tape, or let us produce your 
recording session on location or in a Nash
ville studio.

Call Larry Smith at 297-2490
P.O. Box 12113, Nashville, Tenn. 37212
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You may still join on July 24 
DR. H. H. HOBBS 

HOLY LAND TOUR 
Write—phone Today: TRAVEL, Box 5, 

Louisville, KY. 40201 (AC 502) 893-5424

W^per CENT

INTEREST
Offered by prospectus only

FIRST
MORTGAGE 

BONDS
Available In Amounts as low as $1,000 

WRITE or CALL 

CHURCH 
SECURITIES, 
INC.
Registered Broker/ 
Dealer
4095 Clairmont Road 
Atlanta, Georgia 30341

CALL TOLL FREE 
NO COST TO YOU 

DIAL DIRECT 
1 (800) 241-8701

OR MAIL COUPON TO ABOVE ADDRESS

e

Bible Nuggets
A Ladder Of Virtues

By T. B. Maxton
Professor of Christian Ethics, Retired 

Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary
Do your best to add goodness to 

your faith ... to your godliness add 
brotherly love; and to your brotherly 
love add love. (II Peter 1:5,7)
Lists of virtues and vices were rather 

common in New Testament days, used by 
secular as well as biblical writers. Paul has 
several such lists in his epistles. Possibly the 
most widely known is his “Fruit of the Spir
it” (Gal. 5:22-23).

Our main interest in Peter’s list is where 
he begins and where he closes. The first 
rung or step is faith. This is the beginning 
point of the Christian life. It is the foun
dation for every subsequent expression of 
the Christian life. All other virtues are de
pendent on it and are derived from it.

The top rung of Peter’s ladder or stair
steps is love. Faith looks to God; love 
(agape) looks out to man in the name of 
God. Notice that love is to be added to 
brotherly love (Philadelphia). Love of the 
brethren is a wonderful virtue but our love 
has not reached the level of God’s agape 
until it reaches out to all men. There can 
be and should be a special love for those in 
the Christian family but Christian love can
not be restricted to the Christian circle. It 
inevitably will spill over to the larger world 
community. Paul, in his fruit of the spirit, 
starts with love. Peter, in his list of virtues, 
closes with love. Peter and Paul would agree 
that the greatest and most inclusive of all 
Christian virtues is love.

Notice what Peter said following the list
ing of the virtues: “These are the qualities 
you need, and if yous have them in abun
dance, they will make'you active and ef
fective in your knowledge of our Lord 
Jesus Christ” (v. 8).

Commemorating Our Heritage—

CO 
co

TENNESSEE BAPTIST 

CONVENTION
1874 1974

Committing Our Future

BOX 133 Phone 226*1253
Dalton, Cl. 30720 

Write or Call For Free Color Brochure

First, Athens, Marks 
150th Anniversary

Members of First Church, 
Athens, have set July 28 for the 
observance of the 150th anni
versary of the church.

Celebration activities will be
gin on Saturday night, July 27, 
with a concert presented by 
the Tennessee Volunteer State 
Chorale, according to Pastor 
Ansell T. Baker. Special services 
will be held Sunday along with 
a dinner on the ground.

Athens First Church was or
ganized in McMinn County on 
July 24, 1824, and was first 
located in a log building in a 
cemetery. Eleven charter mem
bers began the church, and the 
present total numbers over 1480. 
The church has occupied three 
buildings including the present 
site which was built in 1967.

Special guests scheduled to 
be present for the occasion in
clude former staff members: 
Tom Allerton, Louisville; Julian 
Suggs, , Hickory, N.C.; Ray 
Kickliter, Tallahassee, Fla., and 
former pastors.

Foundation

Where Is My Baby?
By Jonas L. Stewart

Executive Secretary-Treasurer
Whether the experience is real I do not 

know. It was related in my presence. Real 
or not, it could and does happen.

The story goes that a young couple was 
in a tragic accident. The husband died 
shortly thereafter. The wife was left as an 
invalid for years. Her mental capacity was 
that of a ten-year-old child. Their infant 
son survived the accident.

The Court declared the mother incom
petent to take care of the child. A guardian 
was named. Since neither parent had close 
relatives a stranger was appointed. The 
child was never brought to see his mother. 
The first guardian proved unsatisfactory and 
the Court appointed another.

Often the mother would cry out in her 
sleep, “Where is my baby?” She would 
cry for him during the day. She requested 
that friends of other days take him but 
the Court did not permit it.

A well-prepared will could have named 
as alternate guardian the one chosen by the 
parents but they waited too late.

Where will your child be if you die and 
do not have a will to name the guardian? 
For the sake of those you love, including 
the Lord, prepare a Christian will. ' .1

For information about preparing; a 
Christian will write Tennessee Baptist 
Foundation, Dr. Jonas L. Stewart, Executive 
Secretary-Treasurer, P.O. Box 647, Brent
wood, Tennessee 37027.
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