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It’s As Simple As That
By Herschel H. Hobbs

“He that hath the Son hath life ... he 
that hath not the Son of God hath not life.” 
—1 John 5:12

Yes, it’s as simple as that! Either you 
have the Son or you do not have Him. 
Either you have life (spiritual life) or you 
do not have it. The two are related as cause 
and effect.

But, then, at second glance it is not as 
simple as that. Because it involves more than 
a simple statement. It involves a way of 
life. The tenses of the verbs are all pres
ent. This tense expresses continuous action, 
the habit of doing something, hence, a way 
of life. And these verb forms are singular. 
Which means that it involves a personal ex
perience of faith, trust, and commitment. So 
that one cannot rely upon the spiritual ex
perience of someone else. Like eating and 
breathing, each must do it for himself. But 
it bears repeating that one does not have 
spiritual life simply by a meaningless state
ment that he believes in Jesus as Savior. The 
words of one’s mouth must demonstrate 
their sincerity through the way he lives. We 
are not saved by works; but being saved will 
lead to good works (Eph. 2:8-10). One must 
confess with his mouth and profess with his 
life.

Note also that the latter half of this 
verse reads “the Son of God.” This is im-
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plied in “the Son,” but is spelled out in the 
latter half. One must believe that Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God, not simply some 
great historical person. The one who habit
ually denies the unique deity of the Son 
keeps on not having life. Thus it matters 
eternally what one believes about Jesus.

Do you have the Son? Then show it by 
living for Him! If you do not have Him, 
you would be wise to examine your con
ditions of infidelity. For it is more than a 
passing fancy. It involves the eternal destiny 
of your immortal soul.

pulpit
By Jim Griffith

The “London Sunday Telegraph” 
reports that there is now available on 
medical prescription a pill to tranquil- 
ize nervous public speakers.

This is all well and good for the 
speakers, but what about the audi
ences? Is there also to be some method 
of calming the nervous, fidgety audi
ence?

I recall the incident concerning the 
preacher who was delivering a fiery 
sermon which was being punctuated 
and interrupted by the loud crying of 
a baby in the auditorium.

The mother of the child stood it as 
long as she could and then got to her 
feet and started up the aisle with the 
screaming baby boy.

Seeing the mother rushing toward 
the exit with her child, the preacher 
paused in his sermon and said, “Mad
am, that is all right—you do not have 
to leave—your child is not disturbing 
me.”

“No,” replied the mother to the 
preacher, “but you are disturbing 
him!”

Commemorating Our Heritage—

TENNESSEE BAPTIST 
CONVENTION

1874 1974

Committing Our Future

Devotional

Rejoice And Sing Praise
By Mrs. Michael L. Prowse

Whoever heard of youth on a hayride 
singing, “Create in Me a Clean Heart, O 
Lord”?

I have. There we were 
—out in a big field sev
eral miles from town— 
about sixty-five youth 
and their adult lead
ers. It was October, just 
the time for a hayride 
and weiner roast.

We had eaten, and the 
adult leaders had tried to 
involve the youth in 
some games and songs. 
They had participated, 
rather halfheartedly. 

There was a quiet spot and then—spon
taneously, they began singing, “Create in 
Me a Clean Heart O Lord and renew a right 
spirit within me.” No musical instruments, 
no director, just young voices singing their 
parts—singing with joy in their hearts to 
the Lord.

These youth put their church member 
training into action as they go regularly to 
the two nursing homes in our town. The 
junior highs go to one, and the senior 
highs to the other. They “reach out and 
touch” the folk in these homes. Even the 
staff members enjoy the youth, who walk 
down the halls singing. This gets the music 
to the patients. Many of them cannot come 
to the lobby for services. The youth visit 
with them in their rooms, read the Bible, 
and pray with them. Some of the patients 
clap their hands to the music and sing 
along. We sing contemporary youth music 
as well as favorite hymns. This has given 
the youth opportunity to learn “Empty 
Mansions” and “Does Jesus Care?”, as well 
as “In Remembrance of Me” from Cele
brate Life.

These young people have been led to 
know the blessings of service and ministry 
in Jesus’ name. They have learned the 
truth of Psalm 16:11, “Thou wilt shew me 
the path of life: in thy presence is fulness of 
joy; at the right hand there are pleasures 
for evermore.”

(Note: Mrs. Prowse is the wife of the pastor 
of Oak Grove Church, Springfield. Her address is 
Route 4, Spring field, TN. 37172).

Fant Resigns Seminary 
Post For Texas Pastorate

DALLAS—Clyde Fant Jr., a seminary 
professor and author, has accepted the pas
torate of the 3,000-member First Baptist 
Church, Richardson, Tex.

Fant, 39, has served as professor of 
preaching at Southwestern Baptist Theo
logical Seminary, Fort Worth, for the past 
eight years. (BP)
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Tennessee Baptist Convention Sermon
Scheduled For Delivery Tuesday Morning, Nov. 12, 1974

By W. A. Boston, Pastor

Raleigh Baptist Church, Memphis

Remember The Rock
Isaiah 15:1-6

The children of Israel had come a long 
way: From the day of Abraham’s call, 
through Egyptian bondage, forty years of 
wandering in the wilderness, the conquer
ing of Jericho and the Promised Land, the 
recognition of Israel as a mighty nation and 
the riches and power that followed.

Isaiah recognized the signs of compla
cency and the temptation for Israel to say, 
“See what we have done,” thus in a very 
pungent statement he urged them to look 
backward . . to remember from whence 
they had come ... to recognize the rock 
from which they were hewn.

In essence he is asking them to remem
ber their humble beginning and to recall 
that it had its roots and its foundation in 
the bedrock, the quarry of their under
standing God’s sovereign grace and provi
dence.

Baptists of America have come a long 
way since the days of Roger Williams; 
Tennessee Baptists in one hundred years of 
organized history have come a long way 
—from 855 churches in 1882 (the first rec
ord we have) and 6,500 members to 2,739 
churches and almost one million members 
in this our centennial year.

Today, I would remind you as did Isaiah, 
to look backward from whence we have 
come and to remember the rock from which 
we are hewn . . Such retrospection should 
humble us, call forth our deepest gratitude, 
and inspire us for the second hundred 
years. On this auspicious occasion of the 
100th Anniversary of Tennessee Baptists let 
us remember that great achievements of the 
past do not construct a lounge to rest upon. 
They are a launching pad from which to 
leap to greater fields of service.

“You will remember the Rock from 
Whence you were Hewn,” Isaiah said, “if 
you cling to the lessons of the power and 
leadership of God as the Rock of Ages this 
will lead you to greater and greater vic
tories.”

No Substitution For Truth
How tragic and fatal it would be if we 

turn from the great rock of doctrinal truth 
from which we have been hewn and substi
tute man’s message for God’s Word; cul
tural salvation for the new birth; reforma
tion for regeneration; formality for reality; 
spurious Christianity for genuine faith; the 
pebbles of passing fads and fantasies for the 
great Rock of divine truth and revelation.

On the mantle above the fireplace in my 
study is a painting of the humble country 
home in which I was bom and grew to man
hood. It is located in Obion County, near 
Troy, Tennessee. From a very unpreten
tious home in the small town of Pawhuska, 
Oklahoma, came my faithful companion of 
over 40 years in the ministry. The parents 
of these two homes knew nothing about the 
much used and, sometimes, abused terms of 
“Relevancy of the Church,” “Dialogue,” 
“the Cutting Edge,” or “Renewal.” They did 
know Jesus Christ as Lord; they did love his 
Church as a divine institution; they did be
lieve the Bible as the inspired Word of God; 
they did believe the greatest Christian wit
ness was a life dedicated to the Lordship of 
Christ and anchored in the church, His high 
and holy institution. This, not material 
wealth, was our heritage and no better heri
tage can a parent leave for their children 
than the desire to live a life submissive to 
the Holy Will of God. This is the Rock 
from Whence We Were Hewn. This is the 
Rock of which Isaiah speaks, this is the 
Rock to which we must be anchored to
day and in the days ahead.

If we are to meaningfully Remember the 
Rock from Whence We Are Hewn, we 
must:

Rediscover the meaning of the Cross. 
Paul in Gal. 2:20 said, “I am crucified with 
Christ; nevertheless I live; yet not I but 
Christ liveth in me; and the fife I now five 
in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of 
God who loved me and gave himself for 
me.”

Cross Still Remedy For Sin
The cross is our revelation about sin, and 

the only remedy for sin. Dr. Karl Mennin- 

ger, world famous psychiatrist, in a recent 
article, asks: “Whatever became of the word 
sin?” We live in a day when many clear- 
cut outlines of truth have been blurred by 
emotional and psuedo-intellectual smoke 
screens. We have become so engrossed in 
the enormous technological triumphs of our 
time, so spellbound by our achievements 
that many are claiming the whole situation 
of modern man is different from the gen
erations that lived before us. We say, “man 
has come of age and he can now stand on 
his own.” Honored traditions of the past 
are no longer pertinent to our day. Man 
no longer needs God for religion is just an 
emotional crutch.

Sin, to many, has become disease, delin
quency, deviation, unethical behaviour. It 
reminds me of the College Professor try
ing to tell a man that he had a flat tire on 
his car.

Professor—“Your pneumatic contrivance 
has ceased to function.”

Motorist—“Er—what?”
Professor—“I say, your tubular air con

tainer has lost its rotundity.”
Motorist—“I don’t quite get it.”
Professor: “The elastic fabric surrounding 

the circular frame whose successive revolu
tions bear you onward in space has not 
retained its pristine roundness.”

A small boy standing on the curb said, 
“Hey Mister, you have a flat tire.”

The idea of Hell has become very un
popular in many places and some preach
ers are preaching a social gospel and “Love 
thy neighbor” as a substitute for “Love the 
Lord, thy God, with all thy heart, mind, 
and soul.” This is the Rock from which we 
are hewn.

Government planners and social dream
ers have imagined that dependency and mis
behavior were the results of insecurity and 
deprivation. They proclaim loudly that, if 
these were removed by cash handouts and 
public housing, man’s nature would im
prove immediately. There would be no riot
ing, no stealing, no murders, no hatred; but 
their dreams have been shattered for im-

(Continued on Page 9)
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Sixteenth in a Series on Secretaries for the TBC

Ralph E. Norton: 
Executive Secretary

By W. Fred Kendall
Ralph E. Norton was born in Chatta

nooga. He attended elementary and high 
school in Ohio and in Chattanooga. He did 
his college work at Carson-Newman where 
he received the B.A. degree. He then 
studied at the Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary at Louisville, Ky., where he re
ceived the Th.M. and Th.D. degrees. He is 
also listed in “Who’s Who in American Col
leges and Universities.”

Norton married Louise Wilson of Chatta
nooga. They have two sons, Ralph, Jr. 
and David, and one daughter, Linda.

He was converted at the age of eleven 
and joined Concord Church in Chatta
nooga. He was ordained by Central Church, 
Chattanooga after he felt the call to the 
ministry. At that time he was serving as 
minister of education and youth at Central.

He started out as a teacher in 1938 and 
taught high school math in Chattanooga for 
two years. He had further experience as a 
teacher while he was a student in the Semi
nary, serving as a Teaching Fellow in Old 
Testament for three years.

His work in the ministry started when he 
became minister of education and youth at 
the Central Church in 1940. He had served 
in teaching study courses and in leading 
education Bible schools as a summer worker 
while in college.

Was Kentucky Pastor
In February 1942 he became pastor of 

Union Baptist Church, Cynthiana, Ky., and 
served in this capacity until February 1948 
when he became pastor of Red Bank Baptist 
Church, Chattanooga. He served almost 
twenty-five years, resigning in 1972 to ac
cept his present position.

From the beginning of his ministry, Nor
ton has been active in denominational work. 
For the Southern Baptist Convention he 
served on the Committee on Boards in 
1972-73, and as a member of the Board of 
Trustees of Southeastern Baptist Seminary.

In the Tennessee Baptist Convention he 
served as president of the Convention in 
1956, chairman of the Program Committee 
for several years, as a member of the Sur
vey Committee with the management con
sultant firm of Booz, Allen & Hamilton 
which reported in 1959, member of the 
Board of Trustees of Carson-Newman Col
lege, member of the Executive Board for a 
number of years and as president of that 
Board. Norton served on the various com
mittees of the Executive Board including 
the Administrative Committee. He also 
served on the Long Range Planning Com
mittee which began planning to move the 

state offices from the Belmont College cam
pus.

He was very active in Hamilton County 
Baptist Association where he served as 
moderator, chairman of the finance com
mittee, and many other committees. He 
also served as president of the General Pas
tors’ Conference of Chattanooga.

At a called meeting of the Executive 
Board of the Tennessee Baptist Convention, 
October 27, 1972, he was unanimously 
nominated by the Administrative Commit
tee to become executive secretary-treasurer 
of the TBC. The Executive Board elected 
him with a unanimous vote, and he began 
his administration January 1, 1973.

Knew Tennessee Background
Norton came to the office with a splendid 

background of experience to fit him for the 
position. He is the first native Tennessean

Record S. S. Goal
Set For November 17

On High Attendance Celebration Sun
day, Nov. 17, 1974, Southern Baptists will 
aim toward a record 5,000,000 people in 
Sunday Schools.

At the end of 1973 there were 522,769 
enrolled in Sunday school in Tennessee. 
High attendance goal for the Volunteer state 
on Nov. 17 is 400,000.

Presently, over 7,180,000 are enrolled in 
the 33,534 Southern Baptist Sunday Schools 
according to A. V. Washburn, secretary of 
the Sunday School Department at the 
Board.

Reaching the 5,000,000 attendance goal 
would mean an increase of one third over 
the 3,250,000 people who attend Sunday 
School regularly.

High Attendance Celebration Sunday, the 
first such Convention-wide attendance proj
ect, designed to celebrate the highest one- 
day Sunday School attendance in the history 
of Southern Baptists.

That Sunday will climax a six-week 
Reach Out Project in many churches, in 
which an effort will be made to contact 
every known prospect. AU churches are 
being encouraged to work toward having 
the highest attendance ever.

To begin the tallying process, each church 
is to report attendance to the association 
as quickly as possible after the church serv
ice on High Attendance Celebration Sun
day.

to fiU the position for many years. John D. 
Freeman was an Arkansan; Charles W. 
Pope, Georgian; and W. Fred Kendall a 
Kentuckian. Norton was also well ac
quainted with every phase of the work 
and with all of the institutions and programs 
of Tennessee and Southern Baptists.

He has the honor of leading Tennes
see Baptists in closing the first century and 
through this Centennial year. He will lead 
them into the new century fiUed with vision, 
hope and faith. He is an able leader and a 
deeply dedicated man of God whom God 
has called into this position of leadership 
for these historic days. The office of execu
tive secretary has become one of the most 
important in the denomination, and some 
of the heaviest responsibilities rest on the 
shoulders of the man who fills this office. 
Norton is leading Tennessee Baptists in a 
great way, and the future is as bright as 
the promises of God.

Norton is the first executive secretary 
who has had the privilege of haying a 
brother to serve on his staff. Charles L. 
Norton has served Tennessee Baptists in the 
Church Training Department for more than 
thirty years. Both are greatly loved by 
Tennessee Baptists, and the Norton brothers 
are God’s gift to Tennessee Baptists for 
these great and glorious days through which 
we are living.

Associations will contact unreported 
churches Sunday evening and compile an as- 
sociational report.

According to Wendell Price, state Sunday 
school director, his department has pledged 
to call every associational Sunday school di
rector on Monday, Nov. 18, to secure the 
association report. Price will then notify 
Washburn by 4 p.m., Tuesday, Nov. 19.

Results of High Attendance Celebration 
Sunday will be released Wednesday, Nov. 
20, from Nashville.

Baptist And Reflector
Trial Plan Churches

Five Tennessee Baptist Churches recently 
began receiving the Baptist And Reflector 
through the Trial Plan.

The associations, churches and pastors 
are:

East Tennessee Association, Webb 
Church, Newport, D. Frank Bell;

Cumberland Association, Hilldale 
Church, Clarksville, E. Lee Griggs;

McMinn Association, First Church, Deca
tur, Steve Byrum;

Lawrence Association, Ethridge Church, 
Ethridge, Lawrence Steiner;

Nashville Association, Berryville Church, 
Old Hickory, Charles D. Fouraker.
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Role Of Women Changing 
On Foreign Mission Field

RICHMOND, Va.—Women and their 
role in missions is the special topic of the 
November issue of “The Commission” 
magazine, a monthly publication of the 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board.

Part of the changing role of women in
volves their election by fellow missionaries 
as chairman (administrative heads) of mis
sions. Each country’s organization of 
Southern Baptist missionaries has been tra
ditionally headed by men. The women have 
traditionally been homemakers, educators or 
nurses.

Currently two women serve as mission 
chairmen, Mrs. Robert N. Bellinger of Li
beria and Miss Jaxie Short of Hong Kong. 
Mrs. L. Parks Marler has just completed 
her term of service as mission chairman in 
Guam.

As chairmen of Baptist missions, these 
women are communications liaisons be
tween missionaries serving on the field and 
their area secretary at the Foreign Mission 
Board here. They are also residing officer 
at their respective executive committee 
meetings. The executive committee takes 
care of the mission’s business between an
nual mission metings. At times the chairman 
may be called upon to be the mission’s 
spokesman to the government of the coun
try in which they serve.

Mrs. Bellinger, whose husband serves as 
mission treasurer, is the former Patty Hoop
paw of Pulaski, Ill. She lived in Chicago 
while growing up. A graduate of Southern 
Illinois University, Carbondale, and Math
er School of Nursing at Southern Baptist 
Hospital, New Orleans, she is a registered 
nurse. She was appointed to be a home
maker and is active in church work.

Miss Short is religious director for Pooi 
To Middle School and active in several oth
er phases of education. A member of 
Mongkok Baptist Church in Hong Kong,

Frank Bell New
East Tennessee Moderator

Messengers to the East Tennessee Asso
ciation’s meeting elected Frank Bell, pastor 
of the Webb Church, as moderator to suc
ceed Carroll Riley, pastor of the Swannsyl- 
vania Church.

James Kinser, pastor, Northport Church, 
was elected for the first time to serve as 
vice moderator. The treasurer and clerk, 
both re-elected, were Grady Dennis, a 
member at English Creek; and Mrs. Clay 
Laws, a member at Pigeon Valley.

The 1975 sessions will be held Oct. 23- 
24 at Cave Hill, Northport, and Camp 
David.

she serves as a deaconness, Sunday School 
superintendent and teacher and counselor 
for the training organization for young peo
ple.

The daughter of a college professor, she 
was born in Decatur, Tex., and lived there 
and in Shawnee, Okla.. She is a graduate of 
Oklahoma Baptist University, Shawnee, and 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Fort Worth, Tex.

Mrs. Marler, appointed as a homemaker, 
is the former Martha Ellen Townsend. A 
native of Harperville, Miss., she attended 
Ouchita Baptist College (now University), 
Arkadelphia, Ark., and was graduated from 
East Central Junior College, Decatur, 
Miss,; Mississippi College, Clinton; and 
New Orleans (La.) Baptist Theological 
Seminary.

The role of women and their responsibili
ties in missions are changing.

Parks Elected
Alumni President

A Nashville insurance executive has been 
elected president of the 2300-member Bel
mont College Alumni Association for 1974- 
75.

Steve Parks, financial and business 
analyst of Aetna Life and Casualty Insur
ance Co., will assume the presidency at 
homecoming Nov. 23. He succeeds Ron 
E. Baumgartner, minister of music at Noon
day Baptist Church, Marietta, Ga.

Parks is a 1964 graduate of Belmont and 
holds the master’s degree from Middle Ten
nessee State University. He was previously 
employed by the State of Tennessee and 
by Belmont College, where he was director 
of long-range planning and development.

Named president-elect of the Belmont 
College Alumni Association is Gary Allen 
Anderson. A Nashvillian, Anderson is 
former chief of chaplains of the Tennessee 
Department of Corrections. He will be
come president of the alumni group in one 
year.

Three other new officers were recently 
elected by ballot vote of the full member
ship, all for two-year terms.

James M. Gregg Jr., Brentwood, is new 
vice president for communication.

Mrs. Steve Smith, a 1974 Nashville grad
uate, will serve as vice president for home- 
coming.

The group’s new secretary is Mrs. James 
R. Troup, a Nashville housewife.

Two other persons who served as officers 
in the 1973-74 year will continue their 
terms for another year, completing the slate 
of executive officers.

John E. (Jack) Benz, 1955 alumnus, will

Robert S. Garey, right, a member of 
Bemis First Church, was honored recently 
for 52 years of Sunday School teaching. He 
has served also as chairman of the trustees 
for several years and was a deacon for ap
proximately 50 years. Shown with Gary 
is Sunday School director Clayton Thoma
son.

Tower Dedication 
Set At Belmont

Dr. Herbert C. Gabhart, president of Bel
mont College, will preside at brief dedica
tion ceremonies, Sunday, Nov. 17, at 3 p.m, 
commemorating the official opening of the 
school’s prayer tower.

The tower, a Nashville landmark since 
1850, has been refurbished inside and out 
to create a small prayer room in its base. 
The outer walls of the structure were sand
blasted, and a garden and walks added.

Originally constructed as a water tower 
for the estate of Col. and Mrs. Joseph A. S. 
Acklen, the tower was a lookout point held 
by union troops in the Civil War under the
co llltl and of Gen. Thomas Jefferson Wood.
During the days of Ward-Belmon School, 
an institution which preceded Belmont Col
lege, a memorial carillon was installed on 
top of the tower, remaining there until the 
fifties.

Open house is scheduled from 2:30 to 
4:30 p.m., Nov. 17, at the tower, near the 
junction of Belmont Blvd, and Portland 
Ave.

remain as vice president for finance.
Mrs. Mike Brown, of Nashville, an ele

mentary school teacher, will continue as vice 
president for projects and services.

The new slate will be installed at a noon 
luncheon during homecoming festivities 
Nov. 23 on the Belmont campus. Principal 
attractions of the day, in addition to the 
luncheon, include the Association’s annual 
business session at 11 a.m. and a basketball 
game with Tennessee Wesleyan College at 
3:30 p.m.
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President's Address: Tennessee Baptist Convention
Scheduled for Delivery, Nov. 12,1974

Tennessee Baptists Today
One hundred years ago not far from this 

spacious building, the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention began its continuous history. 
The sense of history is present and will per
vade all our meetings. If we lose our sense 
of history, we will fail in our task today. 
We will be reviewing the past during this 
meeting. Let us remember we are products 
of our past. The debt of love and gratitude 
we owe to our predecessors cannot fully be 
measured. However, we must also be aware 
of the fact that tradition and history must 
never be a millstone around our neck that 
keeps us from being what we should be in 
the present.

We will also be looking at the future 
and be challenged to new heights. To dwell 
completely on the past or on the future will 
put one out of contact with the present and 
thus remove one from reality.

I am aware of the great men who have 
stood where I stand. They have made their 
imprint upon Tennessee Baptists. It would 
be impossible to name all of them. Any at
tempt at recognizing their contribution 
would be a long and exhaustive paper. Some 
of them are still with us today.

Because we will have adequate coverage 
of our history here in Murfreesboro and 
will be thoroughly challenged about our 
future, let me talk to you about Tennessee 
Baptists today.

Where Are We?
History moves on. Every day is a new 

day. It is ours to use or misuse. We are 
on the threshold of a great opportunity as 
a state organization. We have one of the 
oldest, largest, and strongest state conven
tions in the Southern Baptist Convention. 
We are strategically located and have the 
resources to be the most creative people in 
our whole denomination. Too often we are 
the ones who wait. We must be in the fore
front, launch out and blaze new trails in the 
spread of the gospel.

We have loyal, dedicated, and prodigious 
workers at our convention building in Brent
wood. They desire to be of service to 
their Lord, their church, and their conven
tion. They serve without complaint, even 
though those of us who prepare budgets, 
set salary scales, and are their immediate 
overseers have failed to keep pace with our 
churches, other state conventions and trust
ees of our institutions in the area of per
sonal income. We are made aware of this ev
erytime we look for a staff replacement.

Page 6

This is a very crucial issue and must be 
faced now. There will be several directors 
of departments who will retire in a few 
years. Matters of this nature must not 
wait. They need attention immediately. 
Pray as you have never prayed for our 
executive secretary in these crucial days.

We can lift our hearts in gratitude today 
for those who serve in the “non-pay” com
mittees, offices and boards of our conven
tion. At no time in my eighteen years in 
Tennessee Baptist work have I seen more 
serious commitment, more willingness to 
serve, more frankness in facing the issues, 
more openness in dealing with them and a 
desire for the best for all Tennessee Bap
tists than in the last year or two.

By Grant L. Jones

Pastor, First Baptist Church

Sevierville, Tennessee

Presently in our institutions the basic 
tasks are being performed. Naturally there 
are problems to face. Our hospitals and chil
dren’s homes are continually faced with new 
government regulations. You would be 
amazed how many and how meticulous. 
They will soon be faced with other issues 
such as labor unions and perhaps national 
health insurance. It is urgent that all the 
trustees of these institutions keep themselves 
completely informed so that they may ful
fill the trust placed in them by Tennessee 
Baptists. God expects it, and so do we ex
pect it.

One of my personal concerns at this 
juncture is centered in our educational in
stitutions. We have heard it said, “we have 
no problems that money wouldn’t solve.” 
Let us be more intelligent than that. Money 
has not made our colleges strong, the sought- 
after school, the trainer of our denomina
tional leadership and missionary person
nel. They have been this because of the 
seriousness of purpose, the loyalty, devotion 
and commitment to the Lordship of Jesus 

Christ on the part of the administration, 
faculty and trustees.

In our pursuit of better physical facili
ties and competitive programs with non-re- 
ligious schools we must never lose sight 
of the fact that a school is no stronger than 
the people who are its leaders and respon
sible for its operation. These institutions of 
ours must major upon a Christian and Bap
tist image. They must be in administra
tion, faculty and student activities unapolo- 
getically Christian in all areas of responsi
bility. A name signifies who or what and 
we must never be ashamed of our name. 
They must also communicate with, under
stand and be committed to the denomination 
which founded them, nurtured them, and 
still owns them.

Today in Tennessee Baptist life we are 
reaping the benefits of an increased econo
my. We are grateful to God for the gen
erous giving this past year of our churches. 
We are of course always fully aware that as 
a group we fall far short of a real New 
Testament steward. Our convention will 
have approximately one half million dollars 
to distribute over and above our budget. 
This is done in the December Executive 
Board meeting. We praise God for this. 
Pray for those responsible for this task.

Tennessee Baptists have always been 
strong supporters of the Southern Baptist 
Convention. We are the number six state in 
cooperative and in designated gifts. Our 
people love the work of Southern Baptists. 
The habit of designating is an evident prac
tice of many churches. We would not want 
to stop this but to remind us that designa
tions weaken our budget base. It is my 
honest opinion, since we use no preferred 
items as some states do, that we must give 
serious consideration to an adjustment of 
our ratio of giving between the State Con
vention and the Southern Baptist Conven
tion. Actually Tennessee is near the fifty
fifty mark in our distribution when you 
count designations.

Observations Made
One major area of concern on my part 

is that of communication. Many times when 
faced with a problem in our institutions, 
agencies, boards, committees or even staff 
relationships we discover there was a break
down in communication. Communication 
means there are at least two people or or
ganizations involved. We who are so in- 

(Continued on Page 19)
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Foreign Board; Seminary
Leaders Explore Missions

RICHMOND—Twenty-two theological 
educators from all six Southern Baptist Con
vention (SBC) seminaries and the adminis
tration of the SBC Foreign Mission Board 
focused, in an historic meeting here, on 
their mutual responsibilities for worldwide 
dissemination of the Christian gospel.

The dialogue, hosted by the board, repre
sented the first such meeting of the two 
groups in the 129-year history of both the 
SBC and the board. It grew out of a long
standing recognition of interdependence be
tween the two groups, a board spokesman 
said.

The Foreign Mission Board’s desire for 
input toward the development of new ap
proaches for the remaining 25 years of the 
century was the particular challenge at the 
meeting, according to Jesse C. Fletcher, di
rector of the board’s mission support divi
sion.

“Few people in Southern Baptist life have 
more involvement with the missionary task 
than you,” Baker J. Cauthen, the board’s 
executive secretary, told the seminary presi
dents, deans and professors of missions in 
his welcoming statement. “All doors are 
open. The closets are open. Let’s probe 
together into this task and share our com
mon insights.”

Duke McCall, president of Southern Bap
tist Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky., 
said, “If you want to know how important 
we regard this meeting, just look around.” 
McCall was referring to those in attendance 
—all six seminary presidents, representa
tive deans from each institution and all the 
professors of missions.

Problems and Education Discussed
Fletcher, who coordinated the historic 

meeting, said discussions on the nature and 
manifestations of God’s call to missionary 
service, the challenge of preparing potential 
missionaries through seminary education, 
strategic problems facing the Foreign Mis
sion Board the next 25 years and continuing 
education of the missionary dominated the 
two-day event.

“There was a remarkably open and frank 
discussion on all points,” Fletcher said “The 
diversities without our ranks were evident, 
but they served only to enhance the basic 
unity which undergirded the whole group.”

Winston Crawley, director of the overseas 
division, led the board’s seven administra
tive area secretaries in briefing the semi
nary professors on the overseas situation.

“We want you to have a behind-the-scene 
look at the task as we are now attempting 
it with 2,579 missionaries in 81 countries,” 
Crawley stated.

Robert Naylor, president of Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, 

Tex., opened the discussion of the semi
nary’s role in preparing missionaries. “We 
can do a better job,” he said, “but we need 
your help and commitment to our role in 
the missionary task.”

In an evening discussion dealing with 
future directions of both the seminaries and 
the foreign missions task, McCall and Cau
then shared their own thoughts with the 
group about the next 25 years. McCall 
dealt with trends in seminary education, as 
well as particular challenges, while Cauthen 
dealt with world developments which will

Bible Drill Winners 
Urge Early Practice

Children of Mr. and Mrs. Durwood How
ard: Front row, left to right: Robin and 
Barry Howard; back row, left to right: Eric, 
Mark, and David Howard.

Now is the time for children and young 
people in Tennessee Baptist churches to 
begin practicing for participation in their 
church, associational, regional, and state
wide Bible Drills. This is the advice of 
Robin, Barry, Eric, Mark, and David How
ard, multi-time winners in Bible drills held 
in previous years.

The young people, all children of Mr. 
and Mrs. Durwood Howard, Memphis, have 
participated in and claimed honors in vari
ous sword drills since 1967 when David won 
his church, associational, and regional drills 
and advanced to the state drill. From the 
regional drill, only one person can go to 
the state drill.

encroach upon Southern Baptist witness in 
the years ahead.

Harold Graves, president of Golden 
Gate Baptist Theological Seminary, Mill 
Valley, Calif., suggested a continuation of 
the dialogue involving the full faculties of 
the six seminaries.

In a letter following the meeting, L, Jack 
Gray, professor of missions at Southwestern 
Seminary, wrote, “The dialogue sessions 
were magnificent in spirit, basic in content 
and will be historic for the future of Baptist 
world missions. As the sessions unfolded I 
marveled that our freedom so increased. 
Each session was blessed with a cumulative 
trust. Human camaraderie gave way to 
brotherly love. By the time we came to 
those closing moments of prayer, I found 
myself worshiping our Lord in the midst of 
sheer business discussions.” (BP)

In 1969, Mark won the church, associ
ational, regional, and state drills and ad
vanced to the Ridgecrest Bible Drill.

Robin participated in the Ridgecrest Bible 
Drill in 1971, having previously won the 
church, associational, regional, and state 
drills.

Participating in the Bible Exploring Drill 
for grades four-six, Barry, the youngest, was 
a state winner perfect in 1974 and also 
claimed top state honors in 1972, 1973, and 
1974. In 1972, Mark participated in the 
state speakers tournament; and in 1973, 
Robin participated in the Shelby Association 
Speakers Tournament.

To cap off the family’s success, Eric won 
the church, associational, regional, and state 
drills in 1974 and then won top honors at 
Ridgecrest this past summer, representing 
Tennessee.

Durwood Howard, father of the five, 
serves as director of church activities at 
Highland Heights Church in Memphis. Mrs. 
Howard is a housewife. Barry 13, and Eric, 
15, both residing at home, are in school. 
Robin, 18, is a freshman at Union Uni
versity this fall; Mark, 20, is a junior min
isterial student at Union; and David, 21, is 
a senior at Union and serving as children’s 
music director at the West Jackson Church.

David started the trend for the family in 
1967, but father Howard related that all of 
the young people in the family were inter
ested in the Bible study and drills individual
ly. “Their interest did not stem merely 
from doing what the older ones had done, 
but because of a real interest.” He empha
sized that there must be a cooperative effort 
in work and encouragement between the 
church’s youth and children’s departments 
and the home in order for accomplishment 
to be achieved.

And for the Howard family, achievement 
has been attained!
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Our People and Our Churches . . .
PEOPLE...

Michael A. Smith, Belmont College stu
dent, was ordained to the gospel ministry by 
Gladeville Church in Gladeville last month. 
Those participating in the service were Phil
lip Pitt, Nathan Hale, pastor of Shop 
Springs Church; Rogert Agee, pastor of 
Gladeville Church; Glen Agee, grandfather 
of the candidate; and Claude Lane, a deacon 
of the home church. Smith has been called 
as pastor of College Grove First Church.

Troy L. Barnes and Bob M. McCaleb 
were ordained as deacons by Alice Bell 
Church, Knoxville. Guy Lawson, pastor, 
brought the ordination sermon, and Dan G. 
Smith, associate pastor, delivered the charge 
to the church and the deacons.

Peabody Church, Memphis, licensed Lar
ry Revelle to the gospel ministry and ob
served Loyd Shelton’s 23rd anniversary as 
pastor recently.

Elkton Church, Giles Association, or
dained Bobby Crabtree, Jerry Moore, and 
Jimmy Thompson as deacons. Pastor Wil
liam Suddarth Jr. preached the ordination 
sermon.

Pleasant Grove Church, Hixson, ordained 
Dan Phelps as a deacon. Also, on Oct. 29, 
church members honored Mr. and Mrs. 
David Dent for 29 years of service to the 
church. He led the singing and she played 
the piano. They have retired from these 
offices. Herman E. Callahan is pastor.

Members of the Freeland Church in 
Nashville honored their pastor, H. C. Foster, 
retiring after 22 years as pastor. Millard 
Graves, president of the church council, 
presented a cake to him and Mrs. Foster a- 
long with a check for $1000 in apprecia
tion for his service.

Taft White, Jerry Whaley, and Doak 
Layne were ordained as deacons by the 
West View Church in Cookeville. Edward 
Malone is pastor.

Lenoir City First Church ordained Jack 
Bowden, Harry Wampler, John Parris, Joe 
Luckett, Robert Ledbetter, and Charles Bud
dy White as deacons. Charles A. Redmond 
is pastor.

Audubon Park Church, Memphis, or
dained Jerry King and Robert Vaughan as 
deacons recently. Ira C. Cole preached the 
ordination sermon. Howard S. Kolb is pas
tor.

Mrs. Jennie Duke Epps, mother of Evelyn 
Epps who is director of the Friendship Mis
sion in Briceville, died late last month in 
Memphis. Services were held at Park Ave
nue Church where she was a member. She 
leaves four sons and four other daughters, 
in addition to Miss Epps. The Friendship

LEADERSHIP CHANGES
Peabody Church, Memphis, called Russ 

Uselton as full-time associate minister. Loyd 
Shelton is pastor.

Calvary Church, Haywood Association, 
called Gary Aslin as minister of music and 
youth. He is a graduate of Union University. 
Bill Robbins is pastor.

Gaston Powell resigned as church treasur
er of Harmony Church in Whiteville after 
having served in the position for 44 years. 
He had been elected to serve the 1974-75 
church year, but declined. Adrian Knipper 
is pastor at Harmony.

Pleasant Grove Church, Hixson, called 
Alan Boring as music director following the 
resignation of David Dent Herman E. Cal
lahan is pastor.

Joseph L. Crichton is the new pastor at 
Grove Hill Church, Knox County Associa
tion. A recent graduate of Midwestern Bap
tist Theological Seminary, he is a former 
Missouri pastor. He is married to the former 
Frankie Ann Morgan of Kingston.

Byron R. Epps is the new associate di
rector of education and outreach at South 
Fulton Church. He served for 12 years in 
pioneer missions in Wisconsin, Minnesota, 
and Iowa. Gerald Stowe is pastor at South 
Fulton.

In Giles County Association, Thomas 
Bunt has accepted the call as full-time pas
tor at Scotts Hill Church after the recent 
resignation of James Jolly who served the 
church for seven years. Elmer Powell of 
Five Points has accepted the call to Liberty 
Hill Church as full-time pastor. He is al
ready on the field.

CHURCHES ... *.
Members of Judson Church, Nashville, 

voted to accept the recommendation of the 
Building Survey Committee to enter into 
an agreement with Williams’ Construction 
Co. to build a multi-purpose activities and 
educational unit behind the present educa
tional building. The church also voted to 
enter into a bond program for $375,000. 
One portion of the building will be two 
stories of educational space containing the 
children and adult departments. In the ac
tivities area there will be a gymnasium. 
Raymond Langlois is pastor. Ground break
ing ceremonies were held Sunday, Nov. 10.

Mission is sponsored jointly by the Home 
Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Con
vention and the Missions Department of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention.

The mother of Mrs. Herbert C. Gabhardt, 
Mrs. C. M. Ashburn, died suddenly Nov. 
5 at a rest home in Muncie, Ind. Funeral

REVIVAL RESULTS
Spring Creek Church, Clarksville, held a 

family life revival last month with Clarence 
Drummond, Atlanta, doing the preaching. 
Spring Creek is the oldest church in Cum
berland Association. H. Hughes Clardy is 
pastor.

Evangelist Henry Lingenfelter did the 
preaching and Dick Barrett led the sing
ing in a revival at Highland Park Church 
in Columbia. There were 12 additions by 
baptism and 11 by letter. Bifl Delaney is 
pastor.

Norris First Church held a youth revival 
recently led by evangelist Jeff Brooks of 
Knoxville. Approximately 19 conversions 
were reported. Troy Christopher is pastor.

Alice Bell Church, Knoxville, was led in 
revival by evangelist Donald Cowherd of 
Maryland and musician Bruce Laufer of 
Carson-Newman College. There were 12 
additions, including nine on profession of 
faith. Guy Lawson is pastor.

Rutledge Church was led in revival by 
Ralph E. Norton, executive secretary-trea
surer of the Tennessee Baptist Convention. 
Frank G. Charton, director of the Music 
Department, TBC, led the singing. Herman 
J. Ellis is pastor.

Over 300 Expected At
Senior Adult Workshop, Nov. 18

Senior adults from across Tennessee will 
gather in Pigeon Forge next week for the 
1974 Senior Adult Workshop. Sessions will 
be held at the Smoky Shadows Conference 
Center, Nov. 18-20. Participants will hear 
speakers and participate in Bible studies, 
story features, and craft workshops.

Registration will begin at 2 p.m. on Mon
day with the first session convening at 7 
p.m. A tour to Gatlinburg will be offered 
after the Tuesday morning session at 9:00. 
The evening session will begin at 7:00. The 
final gathering for the group will be Wednes
day at 9 a.m.

Leaders and speakers for the event will 
include: Ralph Norton, executive secretary
treasurer of the Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion, speaking on “Senior Adults on the 
Go in Tennessee”; Bible Study led by Nolen 
Howington, Church Training Department, 
Baptist Sunday School Board; conferences 
led by Gene Wright, BSSB; Adelle Carl
son, BSSB, and Tom Madden, pastor, Tulla
homa First Church. Agnes Pylant, retired 
from the Sunday School Board, will lead 
the story features at each session.

services were held on Nov. 8 in Huntington, 
W.Va. Mrs. Gabhardt is the wife of the 
president of Belmont College.
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Convention Sermon
(Continued from Page 3) 

provement did not follow. Kidnapping, sky 
hi-jacking, wanton killings, and crime of 
every description is on the increase.

Nature Must Change
Sin must be cured and man’s nature must 

be changed. The only cure for sin is the 
Atonement of Christ on the Cross.

There is a fountain filled with blood
Drawn from Immanuel’s veins;
And sinners, plunged beneath that flood, 
Lose all their guilty stain.
The dying thief rejoiced to see
That fountain in his day;
And there may I, though vile as he,
Wash all my sins away.
We must redefine the purpose of the 

Church and the True Meaning of Church 
Membership.

There are many vocal critics of the 
Church. The secular, permissive society of 
our day is trying to say it is no longer 
relevant. Many movements, organized by 
men, are seeking to bypass the church be
cause they say, “They want to be where the 
Action is.” And to my surprise these ideas 
are being accepted by some of our “would- 
be” leaders and writers. It seems to be 
popular to criticize the church.

We admit our weakness; we are guilty of 
many shortcomings, but the fact remains 
that the Church is the Divine Institution of 
God, founded by Christ while he was here 
on earth, and bought and purchased by his 
blood. Its relevancy is defined by the pur
pose for which Jesus founded it. It is to 
preach a message of forgiveness, of salva
tion, of hope, of victory over sin, sorrow 
and death and of eternity in heaven for all 
who know the Rock from which they are 
hewn.

Some one has rightly said:
The Church is God’t right hand, I must 

clasp it
The Church is God’s voice, I must 

hear and heed it
The Church is God’s school room, I 

must learn there.
Instead of listening to the prophets of 

gloom and doom, let us remember the 
Church is an institution born in the heart 
of God, planted on earth by Jesus Christ, 
nurtured through the centuries by devoted, 
dedicated saints of God.

Christ’s Church is no cold, shrinking, for
mal, lifeless, tepid, cowering institution. It 
is militant, dynamic and victorious. Dedi
cated to the task of bringing men to God 
through Christ, it will be in existence and 
doing business when the Lord comes.

Membership Calls For Discipleship
Let us redefine the meaning of our 

church membership in the light of this 
great and glorious, high and Holy institu
tion. It is worthy of the best love and 

loyalty we can bestow upon it. Member
ship in the church should mean discipleship 
for Christ. But we readily confess this is 
not always true. One can be in a church 
without the spirit of the Church and Christ 
being in him.

A woman, in conference with a pastor, 
asked, “What church should I join next?” 
She continued, “I was a member of a Bap
tist Church. They believe the Bible too 
literally. I can’t believe there ever was a 
fish large enough to swallow Jonah. I 
joined the Methodist Church. They didn’t 
have much time for Bible study; they were 
too busy doing good deeds to work out 
their salvation. I can’t agree with that. I be
lieve salvation is free. Then I found my way 
to the Presbyterian church and united with 
them. Their teaching of ‘Whatever is to be, 
will be’ (even if it never comes to pass) is 
not my philosophy so I soon became dis
satisfied there. The Episcopal church wasn’t 
any better . . . they are too ritualistic for 
me .... Where can I go? . . . What church 
shall I join now?”

The wise pastor answered, “Really, it 
doesn’t matter which church you join, be
cause it makes no difference what label you 
put on an empty bottle.”

Paul, in addressing the churches, always 
addresses them as Saints of God, faithful 
in Christ, followers of Christ. To acknowl
edge Christ as head of the church is to 
acknowledge the Lordship of Christ in our 
lives.

The church is civilization’s best, last and 
only hope for spiritual vitality. Halfheart
ed, listless, uncaring church membership is 
the tragedy of many so-called Christians. 
Membership to be powerful, must be pur
poseful.

I love thy Church, oh God 
Her walls before me stand 
Dear as the apple of thine eye 
And graven on thy Hand.

“Be Found Faithful”
If we remember the Rock from whence 

we are hewn, we will redeem our Steward
ship Responsibilities. Paul says in 1 Cor. 
4:2, “Moreover it is required in stewards 
that a man be found faithful.”

Faithfulness is constancy, honesty, de
pendability, steadfastness, and trustworthi
ness.

Faithfulness is Christian character in ac
tion—Christian behavior which matches 
Christian profession.

Faithfulness is faith blossoming into love 
and bearing fruit. Faithfulness is reliance 
upon the promises of God and unswerving 
obedience to the commands of God.

Faithfulness is fidelity to the moral and 
ethical standards of Christ.

Faithfulness is acknowledging the Lord
ship of Christ and following Him wherever 
He leads, at whatever the cost.

In John Steinbeck’s book, “The Moon is 
Down,” we find a beautiful illustration of 
the need for faithfulness in our day.

The setting of the story is the little 
Country of Norway during the Nazi Oc
cupation in World War II. The Nazi com
mander has told the elderly mayor and the 
beloved doctor of a small Norwegian vil
lage that their lives would be spared if they 
would renounce loyalty to their country. If 
not, they were to be shot at sunrise the 
next morning.

Needless to say, the Mayor and Doctor 
were together that last night drawing com
fort and strength from each other as they 
struggled for courage to face the execution 
squad at sunrise.

The Mayor interrupted the silence of their 
meditation by saying, “Doctor, we’re from 
a little country and we are little people, but 
there must be in little people a spark that 
will eventually burst into flame.”

That spark, fanned by courageous heroes, 
like the Doctor and the Mayor, did burst 
into flame and Nazism was defeated.

One hundred years ago when a handful 
of Baptists met to organize a state conven
tion, the only spark they had was God and 
his message.

Today we number almost one million; 
we have vast wealth, great institutions, mas
sive buildings and revolving machinery. In 
this second century with all our resources 
“that spark” should ignite into a mighty 
flame if we continue to Remember the Rock 
from whence we are hewn and that our 
message, given by God, reaches back 
through the winding centuries of time to 
Calvary . . . and reaches forward with open 
hand, warm tones and compassionate heart 
to all the peoples of the world.

enneMee

on 100 years of 
Dedication 

Service 

and 
Consecration
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Nashville, Tennessee 
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WELCOME TO THE
TENNESSEE BAPTIST CONVENTION

IS MONEY TIGHT IN YOUR AREA
During the past few months we have found that 
construction and long term money has become
difficult to find However

THERE IS A WAY !

For Information on How to Obtain Your Building Money 
Contact our Representative at Our Display During the Convention 

—Or— Call (615) 385-2663

SURETY FUNDING CORPORATION

Please use the coupon below for requesting information by mail.

Surety Funding Corporation
P.O. Box 15886
Nashville, Tennessee 37215

Date

Our church is interested in learning more about your offer to finance our building. Please 
send us, without obligation, one of your preliminary loan information forms.

Name of Church

Address City,

Telephone

State____ Zip Code

Name of person inquiring__ 

Estimate of financing needs

Position in Church

Date construction planned to begin

We are most interested in: □ Revenue Bond Issue 
(please check one) □ First Mortgage Issue

Directed Bond Issue 
Non-Directed Bond Issue

□ A Free Financial Appraisal of Our Borrowing Potential
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SURETY FUNDING CORPORATION
2120 Crestmoor Road, Nashville, Tennessee 37215

A Partial List Of Our Customers

The Two Rivers Baptist Church, Nashville, Tennessee.....................................................$ 1,000,000.00

Bible Baptist Church, Paducah, Kentucky.................................................................................. 700,000.00

Frayser Baptist Schools, Inc., Memphis, Tennessee................................................................. 700,000.00

Berean Baptist Church, Houston, Texas......................................................................................  625,000.00

Lamar Heights Baptist Church, Memphis, Tennessee............................................................ 400,000.00

First Baptist Church, Etowah, Tennessee.....................................................................................350,000.00

First Baptist Church, Smyrna, Tennessee.....................................................................................350,000.00

Second Baptist Church, Knoxville, Tennessee............................................................................ 340,000.00

Hillcrest Baptist Church, Austin, Texas...................................................................................... 325,000.00

Quint City Baptist Temple, Davenport, Iowa.............................................................................  310,000.00

Free Methodist Church, Bedford, Indiana.................................................................................. 300,000.00

Houston First Church of God, Houston, Texas.............................................................  225,000.00

First Baptist Church, Mt. Juiliet, Tennessee.............................................................................  200,000.00I 
Poplar Heights Baptist Church, Jackson, Tennessee.............................................................. 150,000.00

Brookside Free Methodist Church, Kokomo, Indiana.............................................................. 100,000.00

Fort Hill Baptist Church, Knoxville, Tennessee............................................................................90,000.00

Pressley Street Baptist Church, Atmore, Alabama....................................................................  85,000.00

South Shaver Baptist Church, Houston, Texas.............................................................................. 75,000.00

For Information on how Surety Can Assist Your Church with its 
Financial Arrangements for New Construction and 

Long Term Financing, Call or Write Today.
(615) 385-2663
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Memphis First Church To Commemorate 
50 Years Of Radio Broadcasting

First Baptist Church, Memphis, will 
recognize the 50th anniversary of its radio 
ministry on November 24, 1974. The ser
mons of R. Paul Caudill, pastor, have been 
broadcast in this radio ministry for 31 years. 
It is felt that both of these facts may repre
sent records in this country for continuous 
broadcasting by a church and by a pastor.

The ministry of First Baptist Church 
has been expanded greatly through the 
years by its radio broadcasting. Untold 
thousands unable to attend church services 
have heard the gospel by this means. A 
Bible study class is broadcast from 10:00 
to 10:30 a.m. and the church service from 
11:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon each Sunday. 
On Monday evening a devotional is broad
cast from 7:15 to 7:30 p.m. entitled “Mo
ments with the Master.”

The enthusiasm for the radio ministry has 
not always been what it is today. One 
Sunday morning in 1923 B. B. Bowen, a 
member of the congregation, was discussing 
the outreach program of the church with 
A. U. Boone, then pastor of First Baptist. 
He commented to the pastor that the 
church’s services should be broadcast on 
radio. Boone replied, “Why, Mr. Bowen, if 
we did that no one would come to church.” 
Bowen prophesied that the pastor would live 

to see the day when he was proven wrong. 
And that he did when Boone began broad
casting his services on radio in November 
1924 and continued until 1931. Contrary to 
the pastor’s initial belief, the radio ministry 
did not hurt church attendance as the 
church membership grew from 1420 in 1924 
to 4559 today.

The station was started by the Radio 
Baraca Sunday School Class and, so far as 
is known, was the first church-owned radio 
station. The church was granted a license 
for the new station with the call letters 
WGBC on November 14, 1924. WGBC 
stood for “World’s Greatest Bible Class.” 
The station went on the air using 10 watts 
on 1130 kilocycles from its location in the 
church at 535 Linden Avenue. Other than 
during the broadcasting of services on Sun
day morning and evening, WGBC was nor
mally silent.

Some technical and governmental regu
lations caused some problems in the opera
tion of the station and, therefore, in 1930 
the Memphis Broadcasting Company ac
quired WGBC from the First Baptist 
Church and moved the broadcasting studio 
out of the church. As a part of this sale 
contract, First Baptist was given broad
casting rights for a 99-year period. The con

tract also made provision for five spot 
announcements per week by the church 
without charge.

Upon Boone’s retirement in 1931, Robert 
J. Bateman was called as the new pastor and 
continued the radio ministry until his death 
in 1943. The sermons of R. Paul Caudill 
have been broadcast from 1944 until the 
present time.

In 1931 the station began full-time opera
tion rather than specified hours. In 1937 
the station’s call letters were changed to 
WMPS and to this date is known by those 
call letters.

Today WMPS is Tennessee’s tenth oldest 
continuously licensed broadcast station and 
operates on a dial frequency of 680. It 
has a day power of 10,000 watts and a night 
power of 5000 watts. It is a contemporary 
music-formatted station owned by Plough 
Broadcasting Inc.

In recognition of 50 years of continuous 
broadcasting on this station, J. P. Allen, 
Vice President, Audience Response, for the 
Radio and Television Commission of the 
Southern Baptist Convention will be the 
guest speaker at the morning service on 
November 24. A Bible marker commemo
rating this event will be given to each 
member of the congregation and will also 
be made available to the radio audience. 
Certificates of appreciation will also be 
presented to all those who have had an 
active part in the radio ministry throughout 
the last half century.

BEST WISHES FOR THE NEXT 1OO!

to 
Tennessee 
Baptists

The only thing greater than turning 1OO is to 
look forward to the century ahead! 

*
The Annuity Board welcomes the opportunity 

to help Tennessee Baptists advance in the 
name of Christ during the coming 1OO years.

in 
Partnership

The Tennessee Baptist Convention and the 
Annuity Board work together as partners in 

providing retirement protection for ministers 
serving churches in Tennessee.

with May the Tennessee Baptist Convention 
accomplish great things for Christ in 

the years ahead!

ANNUITY BOARD / SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION 
511 NORTH AKARD BUILDING, DALLAS, TEXAS
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Read About Baptist People, Churches 

And The Denomination At Work In Your 

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR Each Week

THEN

ristian are

For Tennessee Baptists

NAME OF JESUS

1891 -1974

NOW

Home, NashvilleFirst

1891-1911

ennessee

One of the New Cottages, 1974

James M. Gregg, Executive Director-Treasurer 

Supported through Co-operative Program 

and Mother’s Day Offering

Brentwood • Chattanooga • Franklin • Memphis

• Min-Tom

ernes, <Jnc
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UNION UNIVERSITY.....
... on the horizon of a new era!

also include student housing villages and outdoor 
recreational areas.

I ACADEMIC FACILITIES — Union University's academic facilities 
| for the new campus are now under construction by Foster and 
« Creighton Construction Company of Nashville. The 160,000 square 

feet complex will be the center of the 140 acre campus which will
athletic and

STUDENT HOUSING — Union's student housing complex will fea
ture apartment-style living with a private bedroom for every student. 
Four or five students will share a common living room and a kitchen 
will be available in approximately half the units. Pedestrian “streets” 
will lead to commons buildings which will provide space for social 
activities as well as laundry and storage facilities. Watkins Invest
ments, Inc. of Jackson is developing the student housing villages.

SOMETHING REAL is happening 
at Union University.

After several years of planning and 
programming the new campus is now 
under construction. Scheduled com
pletion date of the new facilities is 
September 171975.

The new campus will serve as the 
catalyst for a totally new planned 
community. Areas surrounding the 
campus will be considered as com
ponents of a learning environment 
having academic, personal, , religious 
and social dimensions. The total com
munity atmosphere will be a vehicle 
of instruction and will include a re
tirement village, continuing education 
center, and several service, shopping, 
housing and recreational areas.

Union University thanks its many 
friends for helping make SOMETHING 
REAL for West Tennessee.

VICTORY EFFORT NOW UNDERWAY
Union University is now engaged in the Victory Effort 

of its Advancement Program to raise funds for completion of 
construction of its new campus. Goal of the Victory Effort is 
$1 million. Support in this program is anticipated from 
churches, businesses, industries, alumni, trustees, faculty, 
staff, students and other friends of the institution.

Union University
Jackson, Tennessee 38301
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Foundation

Some Observations
By Jonas L. Stewart

Executive Secretary-Treasurer
In recent days this writer has, like several 

co-workers, traversed the state several times 
attending the annual meetings of the associ
ations. Many things were observed, several 
of which seem worth revealing.

One noticeable thing about our state is 
the variety to be experienced across the 
six hundred miles from Golddust on the 
Mississippi to Mountain City in the 
Smokies. Variety in topography, scenery, 
economics, politics, church buildings, busi
ness sessions, and even in approach to the
ology.

The strength of our Convention is easily 
seen. There is a dedication to the same 
Lord and a diligent search to know His 
will. A common bond is built around the 
authority of the scriptures. Baptist preach
ers are still preaching the word—and they 
they are doing it effectively.

There is a growing awareness of our need 
for each other. This is noticed in local 
churches, among our institutions and in our 
denominational endeavors.

Especially obvious to the Tennessee Bap
tist Foundation office is the increased in
terest of directors of missions and pastors 
in promoting this work. Most are now in
cluding a special emphasis on wills and 
trusts during their annual stewardship em

phasis. This office is receiving a growing 
number of requests from pastors for mate
rials and from individuals for information.

The annual association meetings for 1974 
are over but their impact will live on as 
will the testimony of those who leave a 
legacy in trust with the Tennessee Baptist 
Foundation. Write our office for informa
tion about preparing a Christian will: Ten
nessee Baptist Foundation, Dr. Jonas L. 
Stewart, Executive Secretary-Treasurer, 
P.O. Box 347, Brentwood, Tennessee 37027.

• -

CJ.arch Lfurniture

Pews, Chancel Furniture, Stained Glass 
Windows, mfg. by

Lynchburg, Va.
Member Church Furniture 
Manufacturers Association

For Information or free design consulta
tion call or write:

R. L (Bob) VERRAN

P. O. Box 313, Madison, TN. 37115 
Phone 615-868-3912

now a popular price 
paperback!

THE HIDING
PLACE
BY CORRIE 
ten BOOM

The bestselling 
true story of one 
of the towering 
women of our 
time . . . and the 
amazing faith that 
turned a gentle spinster 
into a vibrant 
Christian activist 
who defied the 
Gestapo.

only

$1.50
Nearly two million copies sold 
... soon a major motion picture!

SPIRE

Order from your
Baptist Book Store

BOOKS
FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY

TENNESSEE BAPTIST FOUNDATION
Dr. Jonas L. Stewart, Executive

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT 
Mrs. Dorothy Fore

OFFICE SECRETARY
Mrs. Nancye Magee

ASSOCIATE BOOKKEEPER
Mrs. Joan Eakin

ASSISTANT BOOKKEEPER 
Mrs. Glenda Dillingham

Secretary-Treasurer
TRUSTEES
A. E. Batts, Chairman
Thomas W. Pope, Vice Chairman 
William E. Crook, Vice Chairman 
C. LeRoy Norton, Jr., Secretary 
Bernie W. Cobb
James A. Canaday
J. Ben Carson 
John 0. Ellis 
George H. Lockett 
T. L. Seeber 
John C. Stophel 
Milburn Templeton 
Jack B. Wyatt

CONGRATULATES

Tennessee Baptist Convention
Dr. Ralph Norton, Executive Secretary-Treasurer

on
100 years of service to our Lord

WE COMMIT OUR FUTURE
For information about preparing a Christian will to continue your personal witness into the next cen
tury write: Tennessee Baptist Foundation, P.O. Box 347, Brentwood, Tennessee 37027.
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In Our 95th Year Serving Baptist Youth

■ Since 1880 a residential, co-ed 
preparatory school.

■ Committed to Character Development and 
Christian Values.

■ Emphasis Upon Individual Attention.

■ Experienced in Identifying Student Needs.

■ Environment Conducive to Study and 
Achievement.

■ Close, Friendly Student-Teacher Relations.

■ Unusual Opportunities for Participation.

■ Fosters Responsibility and Self Reliance.

■ In Scenic Mountain and Lake Region.

■ Nearby City and University Attractions.

INTERPRETERS FOR THE DEAF

Write for our catalog and other supporting evidence.
See article in the column to your right.

' SINCE 1880

• ' • . ■ . ; ... - . . ‘ - . • ;•• • • • • ( • • . • • * •
» “ , • • . A • • • • • •

■ . ■ / ■ ’ ■d •

(Should your child's 
school grades be better ?

‘ ' /. ' • • • .. • • • ’ * . . .
. .. . •-c t /.• -v ? •.

“Meeting youth ’s special needs in the formative years. ”

HARRISON-GHILHOWEE 
BAPTIST AC ADEMY
Inst off U.S. Route 44] at 4! 1^'12 fnil.e< south of Knoxville. lenh.

For further information call the Registrar: 615/573-8321 — or Write: Box BR, Seymour, Tennessee 37865

Chilhowee Academy 
Can Be the Way to 
Greater Achievement

Harrison-Chilhowee Baptist 
Academy has been “meeting 
youth’s special needs in the 
formative years’’ since 1880.

The academy, located in 
Seymour, near Knoxville, 
Tenn, has a revealing state
ment of purpose: “To provide 
for both resident and day stu
dents a standard four-year, 
coeducational high school 
founded upon Christian values, 
where the environment for 
learning motivates the student 
to excel in his academic pur
suits, to broaden his intellec- 
tural horizons, to know God’s 
Word better, to find vocational 
direction, and to deepen his 
capacity and desire for service 
to his fellowman.’’

The academy program, 
therefore, is directed toward 
successful college and voca
tional performance in the 
years after high school. “The 
best of higher education and of 
opportunities for employment 
go to those who have been 
best prepared for them,’’ said 
president Hubert Smothers. 
“Our commitment at Chilhow
ee is to what must come first: 
solid achievement in the prep
aratory years.’’

The academy is an accredit
ed secondary school—but with 
some important differences. 
One of the differences is the 
support the school receives 
from the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention—substantially re
ducing the cost to the student; 
and, according to president 
Smothers, the church relation
ship provides “a special im
pulse on the campus toward 
understanding and Christian 
love.”

The resurgence of the pri
vate school on the American 
educational scene, it is be
lieved, is due largely to its 
historic reputation for excell
ence in preparatory work, its 
emphasis upon individual de
velopment and its special at
tention to personal needs.

Chilhowee, it should be not
ed, is also the only school of 
its kind in the nation with in
terpreters for the deaf.
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UNIFORM LESSON SERIES
Sunday School Lesson for Sunday, November 17,1974

The Living God's Promise Of Renewal
By Dr. Robert O. Byrd, Asst. Prof, of Religion, Belmont College, Nashville

Bible Material: Ezekiel 36:1-37:28
Lesson Text: Ezekiel 38:22-32

From time to time, one encounters indi
viduals who promise a great deal more than
can be delivered. Very often a skeptical 

hearer will emphasize his 
doubts by saying some
thing like, “Promises, 
Promises, that’s all we 
ever get!” Perhaps the 
first hearers of the proph
et Ezekiel felt this way. 
They had not believed 
Ezekiel’s (or Jeremiah’s) 
proclamations of doom. 
It doesn’t appear likely 
they would have been 
very open to the promise 
of renewal for God’s 

people. Besides, the situation really seemed 
completely hopeless. “Promises, Prom
ises . . .!”

BACKGROUND
The public ministry of Ezekiel extended 

from about 593 B.C. to about 563 B.C. 
This means that he was active in the era 
preceding as well as in part of the period 
of the exile itself. The first twenty-four 
chapters seem to have reflected the time 
prior to the fall of Jerusalem inasmuch as 
this section is filled with threats concerning 
the destruction of that capital city. Chap
ters thirty-three (33) to forty-eight (48) 
promise great hope for the revival and re
newal of God’s people. Ezekiel himself was 
one of the captives who had been carried 
into captivity. The exiled prophet seems to 
have felt hampered in his witness until the 
news came of the fall of Jerusalem. A Pal
estinian fugitive brought the word to the 
captives that “the city has fallen” (33:22 
RSV). There was no longer any need for 
pronouncements of doom. The worst had 
virtually happened. This was a time to 
encourage God’s people with unabashed 
hope. This Ezekiel did ! !

PROBLEMS
The destruction of Jerusalem (586 B.C.) 

must have signaled the destruction of the 
highest hopes of the citizens of Judah. The 
holy city and the temple had been virtual
ly obliterated except in the hearts and minds 
of those who had become captives. It must 
have seemed to them that God’s power was 
sharply limited by national and geographi
cal boundaries. In response to the torments 
of their captors they wailed, “How shall 
we sing the Lord’s song in a foreign land?” 
(Psalm 137:4). The crushing defeat of their 
own nation made it appear to many of Eli

jah’s comrades that the power of Babylon, 
was almost invincible. The people, them
selves, had failed to be faithful to God. 
Their human leaders had failed to provide 
the nation with effective guidance. No won
der they cried, “Our hope is lost; we are 
clean cut off” (37:11 RSV).

PROMISES
The warnings from God which had been 

announced earlier (chaps. 1-24) both by 
Ezekiel and Jeremiah had been fulfilled. 
One of the first things that Eezekiel does is 
to assert that the hope of the people of 
God does not lie in their human leaders, 
but in their God. The promise of God to 
those discouraged departees was, “I myself 
will be the shepherd of my sheep” (34:15 
RSV).

Still another promise of hope was the re
versal of the desolation which was a result 
of their defeat by the Babylonians. This de
struction was rather graphically depicted in 
chapter six. However, God intended to al
ter this situation, and the result would be 
“more good to you than ever before” (36: 
11 RSV).

God’s judgment had fallen on the inhabi
tants of Judah because they “defiled it by 
their own way and by their doings” (36: 
17). Even in exile God’s people had brought 
reproach to Him (36:20-21). The real basis 
for God’s promise of renewal was not to be 
found in the character of the people, but in 
the character of God. The very best they 
could do was not an adequate basis to hope 
for renewal. Their only hope was as our is 
—God.

The essence of the revival which they 
were promised by Ezekiel was not simply 
a result of being established in a new en
vironment (36:12). Much more was involved 
than their returning “to dwell in the land 
that I gave to your fathers” (36:28). The 
really significant hope offered to them was 
twofold. First, they would be cleansed by 
God’s action (36:25). The real anticipation 
of regeneration was suggested. God’s mes
sage was “A new heart also will I give you” 
(36:26). Only as a result of God’s gracious 
redemptive action could they ever be God’s 
people (36:28).

When everything precious seems to be 
lost, there is a great need to hear God’s 
word of hope. We may be tempted to say, 
“Promises, Promises . . We need to re
member the experience of Ezekiel. “Can 
these bones live ...?.. .Lord God, thou 
knowest” (37:4).

You're passing a significant 
milestone in your life, and 
while we're a long way from 
your 100 years of service, for 
twenty-three of those years 
we've labored hand-in-hand 
with you to provide a dis
tinctive voice in higher edu
cation in middle Tennessee. 
In this time together we've 
proudly watched enrolment 
rise from 117 in 1951 to a 
present 1,075, while the fac
ulty has increased in number 
to 70, the annual budget has 
grown to $2,349,500, total as
sets have exceeded $12 mil
lion, and—undergirding it all 
your love and support 
have been manifested 
through Tennessee Baptist 
Cooperative Program gifts 
increasing annually at the 
rate of 250%. Belmont is a 
far better school than it could 
have been without you, not 
only for your financial assist
ance but because you have 
inspired us and given us 
purpose for what we are do
ing. We are proud of our 
parents, the Tennessee Bap
tist Convention, and the 
the churches and people rep
resented. We pledge to con
tinue a good return on the 
investment you are making 
in us through the lives of 
Christian young people we 
are educating today. Thank 
you, from an institution who 
cares.

Belmont College 
Nashville, Tennessee
A good place for becoming what you're 

going to be!
(Adv.)
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WWW
An equal opportunities institution, Car

son-Newman College is people-oriented 
—large enough to offer 34 majors, but 
small enough to personally know and care 
for all in its community of learners.

Carson-Newman College, proud 
to be an agency of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention, salutes the 
TBC on its Centennial Celebration.

At Carson-Newman a student 
pays approximately 65 cents out of 
every dollar it takes to provide his 
or her education—the remaining 
portion is provided by gifts from 
the TBC and friends of the institu
tion.

Opportunities for prospective 
students to be a part of this proven 
and trusted tradition may secure 
further information about Carson- 
Newman College by contacting the 
Director of Admissions, C-N-C, 
Jefferson City, Tennessee 37760.
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Tennessee Baptists Today
(Continued from Page 6)

imately involved with our work and do our 
homework, will take for granted many times 
that others know what we know and thus 
understand our conversations. Some have let 
develop in their minds the attitude that peo
ple don’t need to know too much. Our gov
ernment has followed this policy until con
fidence has reached a low for our nation. 
Leaders in churches and in the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention must keep our people 
fully aware and informed. An informed peo
ple will follow good leaders.

In our face to face confrontations the op
portunities for error and misunderstandings 
in interpretation is vast. I am told that the 
most common five hundred words of the 
English language have about fourteen thou
sand meanings. Many factors go together to 
determine the meaning of words. These 
things must be considered: the context of 
its use, the tone of the voice, the speed 
of the utterance, the volume generated, the 
ethnic background of both speaker and hear
er, and the geographical origin of each con
cerned. We also must be sure we use 
words that fit the other person’s vocabulary. 
Let me illustrate:

The lifeguard at the pool rushes up to a 
dignified father and says, “I just resuscitated 
your daughter.” To which the father quick
ly replied “Well by golly you’ll marry her 
then.”

The problem of words and understanding 
have been with the church through the cen
turies. When discussing the origin of the 
Son, the nature of the Son, and the Trinity, 
the church became involved with words and 
shades of meaning. Athanasius was banished 
by the religious leaders during the discus
sion of the two natures of Christ only to 
return later and be accepted by the group. 
These discussions have seemingly been 
with us from time to time through the cen
turies.

Every generation seems to have issues of 
this nature to face. Today we have the 
watchers of orthodoxy who will consign you 
to a heretical position over one word. They 
will insist when you have declared your be
lief in the Bible as the Holy inspired Word 
of God that you add their adjectives or you 
are not a true believer in the Bible. They are 
also taking a very free and certainly lim
ited statement of certain beliefs and apply
ing creedal principles to them. We as 
Baptists have been very clear in our state
ments that the Bible has fairly stated our 
faith and is sufficient for our practice. Any 
attempt to put a Baptist into a position of 
accepting words about the Bible as their 
creed will fail. We must not let this hap
pen in our Baptist life. Creedalism could be 
fatal. As much as I agree with the state
ment we refer to as “The Baptist Faith and
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Message”, I must say it is not a creed. Bap
tists will have none of that.

In the preparation of our guidelines for 
our Tennessee Baptist Convention we have 
been too anxious to have checks and bal
ances placed upon us, like the branches of 
government, lest a power structure be 
created. In an effort to make the organiza
tion run smoother we must not create a 
structure and rules which eliminate the best 
leaders from places of service. On the other 
hand we must not be afraid of an organi
zation which reaches out and uses every 
available and capable person within our fel
lowship. We profess with our lips to believe 
in the leadership of the Holy Spirit. Let us 
put that to work in all our convention pro
cedures. Why should Christians be afraid 
of one another?

In this area of thought it is my observa
tion that a great deal of discrimination is 
practiced in our Baptist life. This we would 
not do in our local church. When we con
fine the direction of the Holy Spirit in the 
selection of leaders for our convention to a 
given geographical area we practice sec
tionalism and breed distrust. It will be per
petuated as long as that continues to be 
true. I long to see the time in Tennessee 
Baptist life when nominations for office, 
boards, committees or any other persons 
needed are made on the basis of qualifica
tions, interest and concern of the person in
volved and the need of the convention at 
the time. The leadership of God’s Spirit is 
able to accomplish this oneness in our life. 
Paul said in Col. 3:11a, “But Christ is all, 
and in all.” In Christ there is no Middle, 
East or West.

Just imagine my announcing to First Bap
tist Church, Sevierville, that you must vote 
only for men as deacons this year who live 
on the South side of the Pigeon River.

Suggestions Offered
There have been many thoughts which 

have crossed my mind during this year. Per
haps I can formulate some suggestions that 
may be valid and useful in our Tennessee 
Baptist life. These may be only the thoughts 
of one man and may not be feasible, but 
nevertheless I shall make a few.

The first suggestion that I shall make is in 
the area of selecting leadership in our Con
vention. We have seemingly structured the 
selection of leaders in our convention by tra
dition, and by this we have failed to use 
enough women in the activities of our 
boards and committees. We are all aware of 
the contribution to our local churches that 
women make. We also know how they were 
used in the New Testament. We have many 
capable women who have the knowledge, 

tune and ability to be used more widely in 
our work.

There are others also who are denied, by 
rules and regulations, involvement in the 
decision making of our convention. One 
group that caught my attention this year is 
the dedicated faculty members of our col
leges. Often people comment that these peo
ple are not interested beyond the walls of 
their own institution. Could this be because 
they have not been used or sought out for 
their knowledge? One way of creating in
terest is involvement in the activity. They 
have much to give to us. Why should we 
not use them?

Another group which is denied involve
ment are the Superintendents of Missions in 
the associations. This is done because they 
receive a very minor part of their income 
from the state convention. Of course what 
the state gives on their income came origin
ally from the local churches. Many of these 
could serve well and would be the very best 
contact with the local church, upon which 
we must depend. Some will cry conflict of 
interest. However, these could be selected 
in areas of service where there is no person
al or emotional involvement. There could 
not be as much conflict here as when insti
tutions do business with board members. 
This does happen you know.

It is my conviction that every person 
who is a member of our churches and is 
capable of leadership should be committed 
to the whole of our work. They should have 
vision enough to see that no area of our 
work suffers to the enhancement of an
other part. We are not politicians with a 
special precinct to uphold or votes to get. 
We serve one convention and must be 
united in our effort.

Let me seriously suggest a return to our 
pulpit ministry. I urge upon us that we 
concentrate upon great pulpit ministry in 
our churches. This will take soul-searching 
on my part and the cooperation of our 
people throughout our convention. The lay 
movement in our church life is the ideal 
time to loose our pastors for in-depth study 
and prayer. Let there be a deepening of the 
relationship between the laymen and their 
pastors. All of us know that this relation
ship has not always been good. Our people 
will lessen their petty demands if we will 
only feed them from the Word of God. 
Some are afraid of this because it may de
mand that we take a fresh look at our 
comfortable traditions. Too long we have let 
our people write our job description. Let’s 
rewrite it by a fresh look at the call of 
God. Change is difficult for anyone. Let 
there be creative change in this area before 
it is too late.

Let us not be carried away by every 
emotional passing fad masquerading as su
perior Christianity. We must remember that 
true scholarship has always kept us an
chored in our faith. It is only when the head 
controls the heart that lasting and effective

(Continued on Page 20)
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Tennessee Baptists Today
(Continued from Page 19)

work has been done in any area of life. God 
does not cancel His call or refuse His lead
ership just because one has an opportunity 
for advanced learning. We are to-be “wise as 
serpents and harmless as doves.” There must 
continue to be emotional content and social 
action in our ministry, but all emotional ex
perience and social action programs will be 
shallow and will fail without a theological 
reason for being.

This suggestion may be only for me but 
I feel it is important. As we launch this 
second century of organized Baptist life in 
Tennessee may we never be satisfied with 
mediocrity. We are told in God’s Word that 
He is first and demands the best. Too often 
we are enamored by the average. Let us 
examine our commitment to the Lordship of 
Christ and His special task for us. Anything 
short of this is to fail in our stewardship.

Finally, we must never forget that every

Abilene Laymen Build
Benches For Mexicans

OAXACA, Mexico—Because 14 laymen 
from First Baptist Church of Abilene were 
not content to sit idly by and waste their 
God-given skills, messengers to the Mexico 
Baptist Convention here didn’t have to 
stand at their annual meeting this year.

The 14 men, led by an expert cabinet
maker, donated a week of their time to con
structing 41 pews for the First Baptist 
Church of Oaxaca, Mexico, so that the 
church could host the national convention.

Now that the successful convention (more 
than 600 in a church with only half that 
many members) is history, it is difficult 
to tell who received the biggest blessing from 
the mission project—the church members 
of Oaxaca or the men from Abilene.

“I learned this,” said Guy Shaw, a prom
inent Abilene attorney and one of the “pew 
crew” members. “If any layman wants 
to be used of the Lord, all he has to do is 
just be willing and take the first step. The 
Lord will take over from there.”

The six-day trip to Oaxaca, 1,500 miles 
south of Abilene, was “one of the biggest 
blessings of my life,” he said with feeling.

In the summer 1973 Eugene Grubbs of 
the Southern Baptist Convention Foreign 
Mission Board received a request from 
James Philpot, Southern Baptist representa
tive to Oaxaca, to recruit a group of men 
from the U.S. to build pews for the church 
in the city of about 100,000.

“The church could provide materials for 
the pews but did not have the skilled work
men to build them and did not have funds 
to pay others to do the construction,” 
Grubbs explained. (BP)

program and activity must be for the pur
pose of bringing men, women, boys and girls 
to faith in Jesus Christ as Saviour and the 
strengthening of the disciples. The training 
and strengthening of our members makes 
effective our evangelism and missions. We 
begin at home and go to the ends of the 
earth.

Tennessee Baptists have come to this 
great day because of their commitment to 
evangelism, missions and churchmanship. 
May we never let minor issues divide us, but 
may we major upon the power of God’s 
Word and Spirit controlling us and uniting 
us. The God we worship and serve leads 
willing followers in one direction not in 
fragmented isolation projects. Let it be so 
with us as we enter this second century.

Jerusalem Baptists
Help South Africans

JERUSALEM, Israel—Baptists here are 
helping two South Africans who have come 
to Jerusalem to study Hebrew and translate 
the Bible into the Vanda tribal language.

The South African Bible Society sent 
them to study and translate. They needed 
a library to do their work so the Baptist 
House library was offered.

The West Jerusalem Baptist Congregation 
was impressed by the ability and need of 
the two South Africans so the congregation 
made a monetary contribution to help off
set the expenses of translation, according to 
Charles C. Worthy, Southern Baptist mis
sionary press representative.

When completed, the Bible will serve a 
population of 600,000 Vanda-speaking 
South Africans.
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Foreign Fields Request 1,014 New Missionaries
RICHMOND—Evangelistic response, de

veloping opportunity and replacement needs 
in the 81 countries where Southern Bap
tists far 2,579 missionaries were major con
siderations as the Foreign Mission Board 
studied 527 requests for 1,014 new mis
sionaries.

Secretaries for the seven overseas admin
istrative areas briefed personnel secretaries 
on the current requests for new mission
aries during the administrative staff’s annual 
review of missionary personnel needs.

Many of the requests were the result of 
recently-opened areas and increasing evan
gelistic response in such countries as Ko
rea, Malawi, Brazil and the Philippines.

James Belote, secretary for East Asia, 
pointed to needs for evangelistic workers 
for Korea, “where response to the gospel 
is dramatic.”

But new opportunities in Laos, Brazil, 
Togo and Uganda also pressed the person
nel secretaries, who processed 229 new mis
sionaries last year.

A Great Opportunity
“Clouds of uncertainty are on the horizon, 

but now we have a great opportunity,” said 
R. Keith Parks, regarding the requests for 

missionary evangelists in Laos. Parks is 
secretary for Southeast Asia.

“Some of the most emotional discussion,” 
said Jesse C. Fletcher, director of the mis
sion support division, “related to calls for 
personnel replacement where losses due to 
resignation or retirement have left key sta
tions bereft of missionary workers and the 
remaining missionaries with overwhelming 
work loads.”

Frank K. Means, secretary for South 
America, said of one such missionary, “He 
has an impossible task. We must find him 
help.”

“Vietnam deserves Southern Baptist re
sources now that the war is over,” Parks 
said. “People want to forget, but the need 
is greater than ever.”

While calls for field evangelists dominat
ed the list, calls also came for theological 
teachers, religious education specialists, mu
sicians, women’s workers, literacy workers, 
agriculturists, mass media specialists, busi
ness managers and social workers.

In addition, a large number of medical 
needs continue to exist. Physicians were re
quested for 12 countries where Southern 
Baptists have medical work. Most of the 
calls represented needs growing more critical 

day by day and imposing health-threatening 
responsibilities on doctors currently serving 
those posts. Dentists were requested for six 
countries and nurses for 13. Calls also came 
for pharmacists, x-ray technicians, hospital 
administrators, dietitians and public health 
workers.

Seven different countries called for agri
culturists, with an eighth requesting a veter
inarian.

Maintenance workers, pilots, a builder, a 
printer and several office secretaries were 
included in the list.

In summary, Winston Crawley, director 
of the board’s overseas division, pointed out 
that any real advance beyond the levels 
now occupied will call for a dramatic es
calation of new missionary personnel. “We 
especially need young men and women who 
are graduates of our seminaries with some 
experience in pastoral work and church de
velopment,” he said. (BP)

Subscribe Now To 
BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR
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life and work series
Sunday School Lesson for Sunday, November 17,1974

THE GRACE OF GIVING
By Dr. W. R. White 

Baylor University, Waco, Texas *

Basic Passages: Romans 15:25-27; 2 Corinthians 8:1-9
Focal Passages: Romans 15:25-27; 2 Corinthians 8:1-9

To too many people the very idea of 
giving produces an unpleasant reaction. To 
many others it carries the idea of stern 
duty. To some it is a grace, a virtue of joy.

There are some people 
to whom it is a means 
toward a selfish end. 
They are willing to un
dergo any unpleasant
ness about it to get 
something they want. It 
is really a form of buy
ing.

There are a few people 
who give as a compensa
tion for certain deficien
cies or it is done to salve 
a guilty conscience.

There are many reasons why giving 
should be a satisfying, meaningful, joyous 
experience. It makes us better in the qual
ity of our very being. The reaction on 
us is edifying.

It spreads joy among others, both in 
meeting their needs and in showing them we 
really care for them.

It expresses appreciation for the mar
velous things that God in Christ has done 
for us. God wants us to show our love 
for Him by bestowing our love on others.

Gracious Reciprocity Romans 15:25-27
Paul reminded the Romans that they 

were in debt to the saints in Jerusalem 
due to the spiritual blessing they had shared 
with the Gentile world. Now the Gentiles 
should reciprocate with their material 
blessings to their brethren who were in sore 
distress.

Superior Sympathy 2 Cor. 8:1-4
We are thinking of the word, “sym

pathy”, in its true meaning. We refer to the 
concept of “suffering with” to the point of 
“sharing with”.

The Christians in Macedonia and Achaia 
were so moved with compassion for their 
brethren in Judea that in spite of their own 
agonies and poverty they had a joy in the 
Lord and love in their hearts that made 
them very generous.

The Basic Gift 2 Cor. 8:5-7
They gave not only up to their ability 

but beyond. They even begged for the 
privilege of giving. It was far beyond what 
even Paul had any ground to hope for.

They first gave themselves to the Lord 
without reservation. When we give our
selves fully to the Lord, then we give our 
all. Besides they trusted Paul and his associ
ates as faithful servants of the Lord so they 
gave themselves as well. In other words, 
they said to Paul, “Tell us what we should 
do and we will make any sacrifice to do it.”

Practical Action 2 Cor. 8:6-9
Paul emphasized the fact that he has 

recited the marvelous generosity of the 
brethren in Macedonia and Achaia to in
spire them to a generous response also. 
He encourages them to cooperate with 
Titus in completing the promising begin
ning they had already begun.

Then the apostle made his most basic 
appeal of all. He urged them to remember 
Christ and how when He was rich in all 
values and glory, He became a literal pau
per that through His impoverishment we 
might become fabulously rich in everything

In Haywood Association, Calvary Church dedicated its new sanctuary on Oct. 13. 
Participating in the special program were: (left to right) Jim Douglas, speaker; Bill 
Robbins, pastor; Romus Hight, music director; Jerry Foster, contractor; and Paul 
Williams, church historian.

A

New Cost Recovery Services 
Added To Architecture Program

NASHVILLE—Two new cost recovery 
services in landscaping and acoustics are 
now being provided by the church archi
tecture department at the Southern Baptist 
Sunday School Board here.

With these new services churches can 
secure professional guidance and counsel 
relating to construction, remodeling, or re
decorating church building interiors, land
scaping and building acoustics. The services 
will include on the site consultation and 
follow-up plans in these areas on a cost 
recovery basis.

“Since we introduced the interior design 
service last year, many Southern Baptist 
churches using that service also have asked 
for help in landscaping and acoustics,” said 
Rowland Crowder, secretary of the board’s 
church architecture department. “Due to the 
widespread requests, we have added these 
two services in an effort to meet the ar
chitectural needs of our churches.”

Churches desiring any of these services— 
interior design, landscaping and acoustics— 
should contact the Church Architecture De
partment, Southern Baptist Sunday School 
Board, 127 Ninth Ave., North, Nashville, 
Tenn., 37234, or telephone (615) 254-5461.

real and lasting. Such generosity he hoped 
would move them to great liberality.

Paul named many lovely virtues which 
they had manifested and urged them to add 
to them the grace of giving.

Page 22 Baptist And Reflector



Executive Secre
By Ralph Norton

As I pen these comments one week before 
our Centennial Convention meets in Mur
freesboro, may I tell you that I am looking 

Norton

prevailed across

forward to this occasion 
with much excitement 
and anticipation.

As you read these 
comments, at or near the 
end of the Convention, 
I hope those attending 
its services will have a 
reaction of joy and satis
faction over what they 
have seen and felt and 
heard. If you were not 
privileged to attend, I 
hope the spirit which has 
our state during recent 

months will continue to warm your hearts 
and lives as we have concentrated on com
memorating our heritage. A proper aware
ness of that which others have handed down 
to us during the years of Baptists’ existence 
in our state should urge us forward to 
greater accomplishments during the next 
one hundred years.

Many, many people deserve our thanks 
for a program well-planned. Whether you 
contributed little or much, if you were in
volved in any way with the activities of this 
week, we want you to know that your time 
and efforts are deeply appreciated.

We are indebted to Dr. M. G. Scarlett, 
President of Middle Tennessee State Uni
versity, for his generosity in allowing us 
to use the facilities of the Murphy Athletic 
Center for this Convention.

Hawkins Elected Moderator 
To Succeed Davidson

Jesse L. Hawkins, pastor of the Fairview 
Church, Western District Association, was 
elected moderator of that association dur
ing its recent annual meeting. Elected to 
serve with Hawkins were vice moderator 
H. D. Hudson, pastor of the Puryear 
Church; treasurer Charles Conger, a mem
ber of the Maplewood Church; and clerk 
Charles Orr, a member of Paris First 
Church. Ronnie Davidson was the former 
moderator.

Union Friendship Church and Springhill 
Church will be the sites for the 1975 ses
sions, Oct. 23-24.

On Matters of

tJsiving
By Dr. B. David Edens, 
Director, Marriage and 
Family Program 
Stephens College 
Columbia, Missouri 65201

Putting On False Front Can 
Build Parent-Child Barrier

Parents who try to sell a false image of 
themselves to their child eventually find 
that the youngster isn’t buying it, warns psy
chologist Marvin Dunn. By that time, they 
and the youngster may be strangers to each 
other.

Instead of trying to create an illusion of 
perfection and infallibility “gradually reveal 
yourself and your faults to your child,” he 
advises, “Then your shortcomings won’t sur
prise or disillusion him and he won’t think 
you’re a hypocrite.”

Parents’ reluctance to be themselves with 
their child builds a serious communications 
barrier, Dunn stresses in National Enquirer. 
The cynical youngster begins to play along 
with these “perfect” adults and reveals only 
the “perfect” child the parent wants to see.

“A child must get to know his parents if 
they are ever going to know him.”

Portuguese Baptists Meet; 
Largest Attendance Ever

LISBON, Portugal—More messengers 
were present than ever before in the history 
of the Portuguese Baptist Convention at its 
40th annual meeting here recently.

The messengers came from 31 of 39 
churches, plus representatives from the four 
new churches voted into the convention.

Gunter Wieske from Norway, chairman 
of the committee on evangelism for the 
European Baptist Federation, was the 
official inspirational speaker. He challenged 
Portuguese Baptists to “be strong” and let 
God use them now in Portugal. Another 
guest was Antonio Gomes, pastor of the 
Cordoba Baptist Church in southern Spain, 
who represented the Spanish Baptist Union.

Manuel Alexandre Jr., dean of the Portu
guese Baptist Seminary, was elected new 
president of the convention, and a pastor, 
Luis Valerio, was elected vice-president.

The first National Youth Congress met 
two days before the convention at the Grace 
Baptist Church here with almost 100 young 
people attending from all over the country. 
For one afternoon of the congress, permis
sion was granted by authorities to hold a 
rally outdoors, near the church.

HISTORICALLY:
FROM THE FILES

50 YEARS AGO
McMinn County Association met in 

annual session with superintendent 
Mrs. Moody presiding. A special me
morial strvice was conducted in honor 
of Mrs. T. R. Waggoner whose fun
eral was being held in Chattanooga at 
the time of the associational meeting. 
Her husband had been a pastor in 
Chattanooga for many years.

Mt. View Church, Nashville Asso
ciation, ordained D. S. Smith, George 
C. Cone, and Carl Neil. Scripture 
read by S. N. Fitzpatrick, and the 
sermon and charge to the deacons was 
given by Pastor Kuykendall.

20 YEARS AGO
Messengers totaling 809 from Ten

nessee Baptist churches heard reports 
of the largest contributions in the con
vention’s 80 year history while they 
were attending sessions at the TBC in 
Nashville. Roy A. Greene was presi
dent of the convention.

The presidents of the four Baptist 
schools of higher education in Tennes
see were scheduled to address messen
gers at 64 associational meetings. The 
sessions were to be a cooperative ef
fort to develop the campaign of the 
local church.

10 YEARS AGO
The Brotherhood and Evangelism 

Departments of TBC were combining 
their efforts for a first: the bringing 
together of laymen and pastors at the 
state-wide Evangelistic Conference. It 
was to be called Laymen’s Night.

The 2800-member Belmont Heights 
Church in Nashville called Robert J. 
Norman as pastor. He came from 
First Church, Pritchard, Ala.

New Books
Something More by Catherine Marshall, 

McGraw-Hill, 316 pp., $6.95. Dealing with 
topics as timeless as the Scriptures and as 
contemporary as the “Jesus freaks” and 
Satan worshipers, one finds searches for 
eternal truths and new answers.

The Hiding Place by Corrie ten Boom 
with John and Elizabeth Sherrill, Revell, 
219 pp., paper, $1.50. The story of Corrie 
ten Boom and her indomitable spirit—a 
story filled with drama, courage and power.
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(jjake my yoke upon yon...
MATTHEW 11:29

When you have heard the call, Clear Creek 
Baptist School can help you prepare for God’s 
service. Provision can be made for families, 
if necessary. Employment opportunities. High 

School diploma not 
required.

Qualify for pastoral 
ministry, mission 
work, or evangelism. 
Write for free catalog: 

President
D. M. ALDRIDGE

CLEAR CREEK 
BAPTIST SCHOOL

Pineville, Ky. 40977
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Missionary Says Costa Rica 
Is Open To Christian Work

SAN JOSE, Costa Rica—With a newly- 
elected government in Costa Rica, includ
ing a new president, basic liberties are still 
respected, according to Sydney L. Goldfinch 
Sr., Southern Baptist missionary.

“Interest in the social welfare of the 
people is very manifest, and openness to
ward Christian work in general, both evan
gelical and Catholic, is evident,” he said.

Baptist work in Costa Rica, Goldfinch 
said, continues to capitalize on opportuni
ties resulting from such openness. Both 
missionaries and nationals are pleased with 
the growth of such areas of work as a 
campground, a student center, an English- 
language ministry, a theological institute 
and a Spanish language school.

Missionary S. D. Sprinkle Jr., director of 
the Baptist campground in the country, and 
his co-workers hosted more than 200 lead
ers from evangelical churches at the camp
ground recently.

Southern Baptist missionaries headed for 
Spanish-speaking countries study at the 
locally-directed Spanish Language Institute 
in San Jose. Goldfinch reports that the in
stitute now has the largest student body in 
its history, including 29 Southern Baptist 
missionaries.

A student center, operated by University 
Baptist Church here, is located just 100 
yards away from the main entrance of the 
University of Costa Rica, a school with 
20,000 students. Joe Mack Schmidt, a mis
sionary journeyman from Texas, is work
ing at the center full-time.

University Baptist Church also has a min
istry to North Americans in the San Jose 
area. A Bible school is held in the morn
ing and a vesper service is conducted in the 
afternoon by Baptist students at the lan
guage school. Classes are also held for chil
dren of all ages. Goldfinch said that visitors 
who are nearly always present each Sunday 
bring greetings to the congregation from 
churches in the United States.

In the coastal city of Limon, an English- 
speaking Baptist church provides a place of 
worship for North Americans and Jamai
cans living there. A lot has been donated 
and projected plans call for a center for re
ligious meetings and vacations.

A new mission point was begun on the 
Pacific side of the country where Mr. and 
Mrs. Clive R. Buttemere are now serving. 
They live in San Ramon and with the pas
tor of the Baptist church there, visit four 
other centers.

600 Assorted Sweet Onion Plants begin
ning January, $6.00 postpaid. TONCO, 
"Home of the Sweet Onion/1 Farmers
ville, Texas 75031.

Three men will be graduated from the 
Baptist Theological Institute soon, includ
ing two local pastors. Missionary C. Donald 
Doyle, director of the institute, is look
ing forward to a continuing program which 
includes five months of local teaching and 
five months of extension work each year.

CONGRA TULA TIONS

TENNESSEE BAPTISTS 
AND

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR

on your 100th anniversary year.

Your significant contributions 
to foreign missions include:

239 Tennessee missionaries appointed by the 
Foreign Mission Board since 1845

105 Tennessee missionaries currently serving 
Many Tennesseans who have served in leadership 

roles for the Foreign Mission Board
Millions of dollars given to foreign missions 
through the Cooperative Program and Lottie

Moon offering
The continuing daily prayers of Tennesseans 

for worldwide missions
Awareness and encouragement of foreign 

missions through the pages of the 
BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR

Thank you on behalf of missionaries and 
national Christians in many lands.

Foreign Mission Board, SBC 
Baker J. Cauthen, Executive Secretary

• STEEPLES • CROSSES
FIBERGLASS

• STAINED FIBERGLASS WINDOWS
• LIGHTED SIGNS
• BAPTISTRIES
• BAPTISTRY 

HEATERS 
Write for free 
color brochure.

A/C 214 657-6524 Box 931 Henderson, Texas 75652
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For Sale New and Used Church Buses

Fort Worth, Texas

Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary

Providing a trained ministry 
for Southern Baptists churches 

since 1908,

POST and Co.
617 24th Street-Knoxville, Tenn. 37921
We paint and letter your bus your color 

CALL COLLECT—615-523-2102

Bonds of 
Apathy?

\Nill 
Unlock 

Them!

TRAVELERS REST MOTEL

Brentwood, Tennessee 37027

On U.S. Highway No. 31

1/3 Mile North of Tennessee Baptist Convention

Take Brentwood Exit From 1-65 Phone 832-4800

David Haney, Director of Lay Re
newal for the Brotherhood Com
mission and the former pastor of 
Heritage Baptist Church in Anna
polis, presents the stirring account 
of his church’s renewal over a 
five-year period. Be inspired to 
BREAKTHROUGH INTO RE
NEWAL yourself. $3.95

At Your Baptist Book Store 

EROADMAN

PARTNERS

BAPT ST 
BOOK 
STORE

N GROWTH

734 Cherry St. • Chattanooga, TN 37402 • (615) 267-3846
706 S. Gay St. • Knoxville, TN 37902 • (615) 525-8131 .
24 N. Second St. • Memphis, TN 38103 • (901) 525-6848
3349 Wlnhrook • Memphis (South), TN 38116 • (901) 396-6045
1010 Broadway • Nashville, TN 37203 • (615) 242-5647
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Foreign Missions Hotline; Latest News By Telephone
RICHMOND—Need to know the correct 

time? Or the temperature? Are you in 
trouble? What about the latest sports 
scores? In many locations, this is as close 
as the dial of a telephone. And for Southern 
Baptists preparing for the Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering, the latest, fast-breaking 
news about foreign missions is as close as a 
call to Foreign Missions Hotline 1974 in 
Richmond, Va.

For the fourth consecutive year, Foreign 
Missions Hotline will give news from over
seas for the price of a three-minute call to 
Richmond. The prerecorded message is 
changed each Tuesday and is running until 
Dec. 31.

The voice of Foreign Missions Hotline is 
William R. Smith, pastor of Chamberlayne 
Baptist Church in Richmond. This is the 
third year that Smith, a former broadcaster, 
has lent his voice to foreign missions. A 
native of Fort Lauderdale, Fla., Smith was 
an announcer for WBAP-TB in Fort Worth, 
Tex., while attending Southwestern Baptist 
Theological seminary there.

The Foreign Missions Hotline will carry 
fresh news soon after it happens and repre

sentative prayer concerns. The hotline will 
also try to zero in on at least one missionary 
with a specific need or reason for praise.

Smith comes to board headquarters each 
week to record the tape.

Even after the tape is recorded, if a crisis 
occurs overseas, Smith is called back to 
rerecord the message with the updated crisis 
information.

If this year is typical, hotline will receive 
more than 3,000 calls. Because the demand 
was so great and many people were finding 
the line busy, a second backup line was in
stalled.

“The values of the Foreign Missions 
Hotline are twofold—to provide current 
and fresh information about foreign mis
sionaries and their work around the world 
and to motivate Southern Baptists to per
sonal prayer involvement,” said Samuel A. 
DeBord, secretary for the board’s depart
ment of promotion and furlough ministries, 
which coordinates Foreign Missions Hot
line each year.

It is used by both individuals who have 
a personal interest in foreign missions and 

by churches and mission organizations who 
call the number as part of a service or meet
ing.

Information for the recording is received 
from various sources at the Foreign Mission 
Board, including the area secretaries who 
keep in close contact with missionaries; field 
representatives stationed in each area; and 
from missionaries themselves.

DeBord said that he was sure that those 
who have called the number have had 
meaningful experiences as a result and sug
gests that “reports as to the use and value 
of the hotline would be welcome from 
callers.”

There have been instances when Foreign 
Missions Hotline has mentioned a prayer 
request and then in a later week reported 
that the prayer was answered. This hap
pened for two missionary couples destined 
for Malaysia who waited a considerable 
time for their visas to be processed. This 
was mentioned as a prayer concern and the 
very next week the visas came through.

What can happen this year is up to the 
response of Southern Baptists.

See and hear the remarkable new Specification 110 and 
the full line of Rodgers organs for the church and home at

NEW FROM

The first organ 
in the moderate

price range 
with all these

Features:

your nearest authorized Rodgers dealer.

ROY WARDEN HANO & ORGAN CO.
162 8th AVENUE NORTH 
NASHVILLE
Pheno (815) 2558149

PFUND’S, INC.
1610 UNION AVENUE 
MEMPHIS
PhtHlB (901) 272-1708

AGO Console and Pedalboard
Standard Couplers
Double-touch Preset Action
Celestes on each manual
Harp and Carillon
Flute Chiff
Locking Roll-top
5 Speaking Channels
Available Self-contained or with External

Tone Cabinets
Rodgers Quality Throughout

McKEEHANROSE 
ALCOA HWY. AT LAKEMONT 
NEAR AIRPORT
Maryville Phone (615) 3824M8
Knoxville Phone (615) 546-6330
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Cumberland Plateau WMU 
Observes 20th Anniversary

Haley’s Grove Church, one of the oldest 
Baptist churches in Cumberland County, 
located at Crab Orchard, was host for the 
Baptist Women’s Quarterly Meeting on Oct. 
10. The group was celebrating its 20th an
niversary. Since this was the Centennial 
Year for Tennessee Baptists, many repre
sentative groups from most of the churches 
in the association were present.

The ladies were dressed in old-fashioned 
clothes and sunbonnets of past eras. The 
church used coal oil lamps and candles, 
Mrs. L. E. Minton gave the devotional. 
She wore a hat from her “wedding finery” 
of 50 years ago, handmade with wide pic
ture brim, red band and cut steel beads. 
Mrs. D. L. Holmon spoke on “From Then 
Until Now.”

Recognition was given to the five direc
tors who have served the past 20 years. 
They were Mmes. Minton, Harry Halstead, 
John Bristow, Holman and W. W. Davis, 
current director. Each director was pre
sented a silver tray, engraved with their 
names and the dates of their tenure in of
fice.

Others participating on the program were 
Mmes. Floyd Jones, W. E. Selecman, Bris
tow and Russell Honeycutt.

The attendance award went to Fairview 
Church.

E. M. Sherwood Elected
Loudon County Moderator

E. M. Sherwood, pastor of the Dixie 
Lee Church, was elected moderator for 
Loudon County Association to succeed Dil
lard Hagan. Other officers elected were vice 
moderator R. L. Davis, pastor, Corinth 
Church; Charles B. White, treasurer, a

The heritage of
Tennessee Baptists
is something to read about . . •
A History of the Tennessee Baptist Convention by W. 
Fred Kendall relates this history of Baptists in the 
Volunteer State from their beginning two centuries ago 
to the present. The 384-page book, written to com
memorate the 1974 Centennial of the Tennessee Bap
tist Convention, is available to you through November 
15 at the pre-publication price of only

$4.95
(After November 15 It will be sold for $5.95—so buy 
now, while this reduced price is still in effectl)

Discover for yourself the heritage of Tennessee Bap
tists.

Order today from any Tennessee

BAPTIST BOOK STORE

Emery Farmer Moderator 
For New Duck River

Emery O. Farmer, pastor of Cornersville 
First Church, was elected moderator of the 
New Duck River Association to succeed 
Joe McGehee. Jack Jones, pastor, South
side Church, will serve as vice moderator. 
The treasurer and clerk, both re-elected, 
were Paul Rogers, a member at Southside; 
and Mrs. Robert H. Mizell, member of 
Shelbyville First Church.

The new associational flag was presented 
and a note burning ceremony was held in 
recognition of the payment of the associ
ational home.

The 1975 fall sessions will be held Oct. 
27-28 at Rover and Smyrna Churches.

Layman Elected Moderator 
In Watauga Association

Over 320 persons were present for the 
first day of meetings in Watauga Associ
ation recently. Messengers elected J. B. 
Mount, a member of Pleasant Grove 
Church, to serve as moderator. He suc
ceeds Victor Wallace. Also elected for the 
first time was the vice moderator, Leslie 
Bruce, pastor of Grace Church. Mrs. Mar
tha Maugans, a member of Oak Street 
Church, was re-elected treasurer; and Burna 
Buckles, a member of North Side, was 
elected clerk.

The 1975 sessions will be held Oct. 23- 
24 at Mountain City First and Doe River 
Churches.

member of Lenoir City First; and clerk, 
Charles Wheeler, a member of Dixie Lee 
Church.

Lenoir City and Loudon First Churches 
will be the sites for the 1975 sessions Oct. 
23-24.

Beulah Messengers Hold 
121st Annual Session

The 121st annual session of the Beulah 
Association met at the South Fulton Church 
recently and elected George M. Horton, 
pastor of the Union City Second Church as 
moderator. Elected to serve with Horton 
were assistant moderator, James A. Kinsey, 
pastor, Calvary Church; treasurer, Thurman 
Sage, a member of Union City First Church; 
and clerk, Mrs. Freddie R. Preuett, member 
of Calvary Church.

Messengers passed resolutions opposing 
alcohol and other harmful drugs, pornog
raphy, and sexual immorality; and requested 
the missionary and executive board of the 
association to begin making plans for the 
125th year of the Beulah Association in 
1978.

Next year’s sessions will be held Oct. 23- 
24 at First Church, Union City.

Goode Succeeds Pope 
As Fayette Moderator

David Goode was elected moderator of 
Fayette Association recently to succeed 
Thomas W. Pope. Goode is pastor of 
Feathers Chapel Church. Elected vice mod
erator was Allen Lazenby, a member of the 
Williston Church. The treasurer and clerk, 
who was re-elected, was Mrs. Layton Wat
son, a member of Gallaway Church.

Oct. 23-24, 1975 sessions will be held at 
the Kirk and Gallaway First Churches. 

cWomeii... 
New paperbacks to help 
you be the woman you 
want and God intends.
THE FRAGRANCE OF BEAUTY

by Joyce Landorf
You can be more beautiful! And 
Joyce Landorf tells how, with God’s 
help, to release the beauty in both 
your personality and appearance.
$1.25 Leader’s Guide 950
YOU CAN BE
THE WIFE OF A HAPPY HUSBAND

by Darien B. Cooper
“Your honeymoon needn’t be over!” 
Sharing personal insights from her 
own experiences, Darien Cooper tells 
how to find God’s principles for a last
ing, happy marriage. $1.95

Leader’s Guide 950

THE HAPPY HOUSEWIFE
by Elizabeth Baker

An “average” housewife, writing with 
humor and honesty, helps you see 
yourself . . . and find God’s answer 
for yourself. $1.75

VICTOR BOOKS
! Order from your V

Baptist Book Store .7
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Teddy Evans Honored McMinn Association Accepts 
Pope Avenue Church

At Testimonial Dinner
A “This Is Your Life” presentation, an 

award of distinguished service, and a mone
tary gift for a new car purchase, were fea
tures a testimonial dinner given Nov. 5 at 
First Church, Covington, for Teddy Evans, 
superintendent of missions, Big Hatchie As
sociation.

Evans, who will retire Dec. 31 of this 
year, has served in the post since 1966. The 
Big Hatchie Association, composed of 32 
area Baptist churches, has shown growth 
and stability under his leadership, stated 
Paul Woodford, pastor, Ripley First 
Church. From 1951-66 Evans served Mc- 
Nairy and Hardeman Associations after 
having pastored a number of churches in 
the West Tennessee area.

Grace Church Applies 
For Concord Membership

Grace Church applied for membership 
into the Concord Association at its recent 
annual session, according to moderator 
James A. Davis, pastor of the Mt. Herman 
Church. Grace is pastored by Robert Fes- 
ler.

Davis was re-elected to the post of mod
erator and will serve with vice moderator 
Paul Dinkins, pastor of the Midland 
Church; treasurer Harry Kellogg, pastor, 
Smyrna First Church; and clerk, Joe Elliott, 
pastor of the Belle Aire Church.

1975 sessions wil be held Oct. 16-17 at 
the Hillview and Powell’s Chapel Churches.

Floyd Powell, left, pastor, West LaFol- 
lette Church, LaFollette, was elected mod
erator during the recent annual meeting of 
CampbeU County Association. Other of
ficers elected included Dale Smith, pastor, 
First Church, Caryville, vice moderator, and 
Linda Cordell, clerk.

Z
 CELEBRATION SUNDAY

High Attendance Day z-'
Sunday School -J

November 17, 1974

Among the more than 200 guests at the 
dinner were: Leslie Baumgartner, state mis
sions director; Jonas Stewart, executive sec
retary-treasurer, Tennessee Baptist Founda
tion; Bob Elliott, Union University official; 
and Lewis Ferrell, pastor of White Haven 
Church. Special guests were Evans’ sisters,
Mrs. Raymond Lofton and Mrs. E. F. Keb- 
schuall, life-long members of Hollywood 
Church in Memphis.

Evans’ future plans include interim and 
supply work in Tennessee.

Tennessee Valley Messengers 
Plan For 80th Session

Messengers to the Tennessee Valley As- 
sociational meeting made plans for the 80th 
annual session of the association to be held 
Oct. 16-17, 1975, at Mt. Vernon and Grand
view Churches. In business session, they 
elected Kenneth Clayton, pastor of the 
Spring City First Church, to serve as mod
erator. Clayton had been elected previously 
to fulfill the term of Harlan Williams who 
moved.

Other officers elected were vice mod
erator J. B. Crisp, pastor, Smyrna Church; 
treasurer, Marion Denton, member of 
Smyrna Church; and Mrs. Alvin Gravett, 
member of New Union Church.

The Cranmore Cove Church, served by 
pastor Al Levengood, made application for 
membership into the association.
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ATLANTA LIFE STYLE 
Women who work or study in 
Atlanta can live the good life 
for as little as $24 a week.
Churches Homes has 
comfortable accomodations, 
including morning and 
evening weekday meals. 
CHURCHES HOMES 
For Business Girls

1043 West Peachtree St , N E„ Atlanta, Ga 30309

THE CURE FOR PROCRASTINATION
A tape cassette outlining the experiences and successful method used 
by a noted physician in overcoming the defeating habit of procrastina
tion. The method he developed has helped hundreds of his patients 
and friends and is now available for the first time on a cassette. This 
tape can very effectively and quickly change your life by eliminating the 
causes of procrastination.
Available from: Lertoc Corp., P. O. Box 50377, Nashville, TN. 37205

Please send________cassettes on THE CURE FOR PROCRASTINATION at $9.95 each.

Name________________________________ _________________

Street_________________________________________________

City_________________________________________ _

State______________________________________ Zi p__________
Payment is enclosed or charge to my bank credit card as indicated below:

BankAmericard No___________ Master Charge No______________ Bank No-------------------

(The bank number for Master Charge cards Is the four numerals above your name)

Pope Avenue Church was voted into 
membership of the McMinn Association 
during its recent annual session, according 
to moderator Fred Wohlwend, pastor of 
Englewood First Church. Pope Avenue is 
served by pastor David McNabb.

Wohlwend was elected moderator at the 
meeting and will serve with vice moderator 
Bdb Peek, pastor, East Athens Church; 
treasurer, Eugene Sadler, member of Athens
First; and clerk Dillard Hagan, pastor, 
North Athens.

A day and night session will be held Oct. 
23, 1975 at East Athens and Lakeview 
Churches.

To change or correct 
your address

Attach label from your latest copy 
here and show new address below— 
include zip code. When changing ad
dress please give two weeks notice. 
Please write, do not call address 
changes to insure accuracy.

All correspondence relating 
to your subscription 
should be accompanied by your address 
label. If you are receiving duplicate 
copies please send both labels.
Address all inquiries to:

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR
Post Office Box 347 

Brentwood, Tennessee 37027

Name .......................................................  
please print

Address ...................................................

City .........................................................

State.........................Zip Code................
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Missionary
Parable

group of
Southern Bap- 

tist missionaries in V "A
a far-away country were I \ 

having financial problems. The 
worth of a United States dollar had 
shrunk 20%> during the past three years. Inf la- \ 
tion was rampant. So the missionaries wrote to the \ \
Foreign Mission Board requesting more funds. \ /

And they got more, because the people in churches^ / 
back home had given generously tneyear before tothe^ 
Cooperative Program and the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering.

But they didn’t get enough money. The increase in stateside giving 
was only half the inflation rate in the country where they served, and ether 
missionaries hurting financially were asking for additional funds.

What could be done? Cut corners on travel to remote areas for oreachino

on

Decrease the radio ministry thereby reaching fewer people for Christ?
Postpone that, needed addition to the Student center ? Wait another year 

the piece of medical equipment which could save lives in the/ Baptist
hospita I ?

All these things were done due to lack of funds.
After all, weren’t people back home also sacrificing and denying themselves?

Reprints available from Foreign Mission Board, Richmond Virginia
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BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR

DAYS FR.EE TR.IAL
1. Baptist And Reflector will send each resident family in 
your church a free subscription for 60 days.

3. If your church decides to continue the subscriptions, 
Baptist And Reflector will bill the church on a monthly, or 
yearly basis, whichever the church prefers.

2. During that time your church is requested 
business meeting whether or not to continue

Family Plan at the cost of per family

to vote in 4. At the end of the third month your church will be billed 
the Every beginning with the third month unless our office has been 
per week, notified to drop the paper at the end of the trial period.

INTERESTED
Phone us, or fill out the form below and mail it to us today. We will send 
you additional information.

No church is too small, no church is too large for this free trial offer.

CHURCH NAME

Baptist Association

Pastor’s Name

CHURCH ADDRESS

Reflector

(615)833-4220
Do you need additional information about the free trial offer yes □ no □

Mail to: Baptist And Reflector, P.O. Box 347, Brentwood, Tenn. 37027.
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Let Baptist And Reflector 

Do Your Christmas Shopping

When you start to think about Christmas, remember what BAPTIST 
AND REFLECTOR can offer in spiritual and practical benefits.

Christmas Gift Subscriptions offer you convenience, economy, use
ful and timely news information about Tennessee Baptists, Southern 
Baptists, and the world in religion.

For 51 weeks and 51 issues thereafter, BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR 
will give your relatives and friends reports on all the important news 
developments concerning Tennessee and Southern Baptists . . . and 
world-wide news about Baptists.

You can put a good portion of your shopping into our hands via 
Gift Subscriptions. When you send us your order, you can dismiss 
all worries about wrapping, and getting the gifts delivered.

Our subscription rate is $3.25. A gift card will be sent with each 
subscription.

I

Use the Gift Order Form below to list the names and addresses for 
your Gift Subscriptions.

Send the BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR to:

Name.........................................................................................................................................
Street or P. O. Box......................................................................... ZIP Code...................
City ........................................................................................................State........................

Name.........................................................................................................................................
Street or P. O. Box......................................................................... ZIP Code...................
City ........................................................................................................State........................

Name........................................................................................................... .V........................
Street or P. O. Box......................................................................... ZIP Code...................
City ....................................................................................................... State........................

Name........................................................................................................................................
Street or P. O. Box......................................................................... ZIP Code...................
City ........................................................................................................State........................

Name........................................................................................................................................
Street or P. O. Box......................................................................... ZIP Code...................
City ....................................................................................................... State........................

SBC Cooperative Program 
Giving Continues To Rise

NASHVILLE—National Southern Bap
tist Convention Cooperative Pro
gram unified budget receipts for 
October—the first month in the 
1974-75 fiscal year—exceeded 
the October, 1973, total by more 
than $240,000.

The National Cooperative 
Program receipts, funneled by 
Southern Baptists churches 
through 33 state Baptist conven- H 
tions covering 50 states, totaled 7
$3,132,304 for this October, ac- 
cording to figures released by 
John H. Williams, director of 
financial planning and assistant 
to the executive secretary of the 
SBC Executive Committee.

That total represents a 15.66 o 
percent—or $424,216—increase 
over the previous October and 
amounts to approximately one 
third of total Cooperative Pro
gram receipts received by state 
conventions. The remaining two- 
thirds goes to state convention 
supported missions ministries.

Designated giving to causes of 
the SBC, the nation’s largest 
Protestant evangelical denomi
nation, showed a dramatic 67.42 
per cent increase over the same month in 
1973, rising $162,965 from the $241,719 
given last October to $404,684 given this 
October.

Total national Cooperative Program and 
designated giving for October increased 
19.91 per cent over last October, rising 
from $2,949,807 to $3,536,988. That repre
sents a $587,181 increase. (BP)

NOTICE!
No pictures are being returned unless 
a self-addressed stamped envelope is 
sent with the picture. This is due to 
the increase in postal rates.

CONGRATULATIONS 
TENNESSEE BAPTISTS 

Midwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary

This gift subscription order is from:
Please indicate If you would like to be notified at expiration.

Name........................................................................................................................................

Street ..................................................................................................ZIP Code

City......................................................................................................... State..

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR
Post Office Box 347, Brentwood, Tennessee 37027

WRITE FOR FREE 
COLOR BROCHURES

* STAINED FIBERCLASS WINDOWS
♦ -BELFRY” MAGNETIC TAPE 

CARILLON SYSTEMS
♦ WALL CROSSES

CHURCH STEEPLES
"fiberglass with steel structures"

* 10 YEARS MEG. EXPERIENCE - 100‘S OF MODELS
* COMPLETE ERECTIONS BY GLASSTECH
* 10 YEAR WARRANTY IN-PLACE*

32 
MODELS 

BAPTISMAL POOLS

GLASSTECH roswh. u boon
P0 Ba. 135 ' 404 993 9960
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