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Centennial Convention
Elects H. Eugene Cotey, President, 
Adopts Record Budget

H. Eugene Cotey, pastor of First Baptist 
Church of Murfreesboro, begins the second 
century of the Tennessee Baptist Convention 
as its newly-elected president, succeeding 
Grant Jones, pastor of First Church, Sevier
ville.

A native of Alexandria, La., Cotey has 
served the Murfreesboro church for the past 
13 years. He is a graduate of Union Uni
versity, Jackson, with the bachelor of arts 
degree and Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville, Ky., with the bachelor 
of divinity and doctor of theology degrees.

This year’s Convention, with 1,494 mes
sengers and 228 registered visitors, cele
brated its 100th anniversary in annual ses
sion in Murfreesboro, the city of its organi
zational site, in Murphy Center on the 
campus of Middle Tennessee State Univer
sity, Nov. 12-14. Convention messengers 
set in motion a new phase of work, adopted 
a record Cooperative Program budget goal, 
and took other significant action as Ten
nessee Baptists leave their first hundred 
years to history.

Other officers elected to serve with Cotey 
were: Edwin E. Deusner, pastor, First 
Church, Lexington, first vice president; Mrs. 
Bob Peek, the wife of the pastor of East 
Athens Church, Athens, second vice presi
dent; Ralph E. Norton, executive secretary
treasurer, TBC, (reelected); Wallace Ander
son, director, Program Services department, 
TBC, recording secretary (reelected); and 
Gene Kerr, assistant to the executive secre
tary-treasurer, TBC, statistical secretary (re
elected).

This year’s Convention opened with a 
parade of flags of 63 of the 69 cooperating 
associations of churches comprising the 
TBC.

Ministry to Elderly Begun
The second century of Tennessee Baptist 

growth sees the emergence of a ministry to 
the elderly as the messengers to this year’s 
Convention approved plans for the develop
ment of Holly Oaks Retirement Village. The 
new complex, one of several planned, is to 
be located on a 175-acre tract of land on 
Douglas Lake near Dandridge which has 
been donated by Mr. and Mrs. W. A. Cat
lett.

Messengers approved a charter and the 
establishment of the Tennessee Baptist Serv
ice Corporation which will be responsible 
for the retirement complex and will exist as 
a separate non-profit legal entity and re
sponsible to itself for funds and debts. No 
TBC funds are to be earmarked for the 
project.

A slate of 15 directors for the corpora
tion were also approved. They are: Tom 
Madden, pastor, First Church, Tullahoma 
(chairman of the Convention’s Aging Com
mittee); Gaye McGlothlen, pastor, Immanuel 
Church, Nashville; Virgil Peters, pastor,
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First Church, Franklin; Ralph McIntyre, 
pastor, Brainerd Church, Chattanooga; 
Clarence Stewart, pastor, First Church, Pu
laski; Robert Orr, pastor, First Church, 
Dyersburg; Marvin Robertson, pastor, 
Ebenezer Church, Bolivar; Mrs. Sam Wei
land, Brentwood; Bill Delaney, pastor, High
land Park Church, Columbia; W. A. Cat
lett, Dandridge; Harley Fite, Jefferson City; 
Hamilton Traylor, Maryville; David Stewart, 
Brownsville; Leonard Wedel, Franklin; and 
Ed Meier, Memphis.

Kerr has worked with the Aging Com
mittee as director of the special program 
since last year.

Record Budget Adopted
Messengers also adopted for the churches 

of the TBC a Cooperative Program budget 
goal of $7,600,000 for 1975, as compared 
to the goal of $7,000,000 for last year. In 
his presentation of the budget, Norton noted 
that Tennessee Baptists last year gave un
designated Cooperative Program gifts of 
$7,565,443.55. He pointed out also that the 
Annie Armstrong offering for 1974 was 
$532,631.26, the Lottie Moon offering was 
$1,468,149.79, the Golden State Mission 
offering, $235,366.02, reported gifts. $639,- 
296.24, and other income (camps, Home 
Mission Board, and the Baptist Sunday 
School Board, these two boards paying 
partial salary supplements in some cases), 
amounted to $500,482.19, for a total of

$11,542,213.83 for last year. The division 
of the overage of the total gifts of last year 
will be decided during next month’s meet
ing of the Executive Board, according to 
Norton.

Approval was given for 33.33 per cent of 
the 1975 budget to go to Southern Baptist 
Convention causes and 66.67 per cent to go 
to Tennessee Baptist causes. The division of 
any overage of the new budget goal will be 
decided at the December, 1975, meeting of 
the Executive Board.

Monologues, Pageantry
Monologues by Quinn Pugh, pastor of 

Calvary Baptist Church, Bel Air, Maryland, 
and a full drama presentation, “A Flame by 
Night,” written by Mrs. Loulie Latimer 
Owens of South Carolina and directed by 
Don Madaris, associate, Church Music de
partment, TBC, outlined the heritage and 
growth of Tennessee Baptists. A specially 
prepared Centennial film, “Co:Hillitted to the
Future,” edited by Mrs. Evelyn Strickland 
of TBC Public Relations office, was unveiled 
for the first time to the messengers and 
pointed to the various phases of work in 
which member churches are involved.

This was the Convention of special pre
sentations. One was the presentation by Paul
Darden of the Stewardship Co: ission ofHili

the Southern Baptist Convention of a copy 
of a film depicting the first 50 years of the
Convention’s Cooperative Program. The film 
was presented to W. C. Summar, director,
Stewardship department, TBC, and Norton.

Executive Board Enlargement
Approved for presentation for final con

sideration at next year’s Convention was the 
enlargement of the Convention’s Executive 
Board from 75 to 99 members with the ad
ditional 24 members to be chosen sectionally 
according to Baptist population.

David Q. Byrd, pastor, West Jackson 
Church, Jackson, expressed concern that 
more women and laymen be included on 
the Executive Board and other boards of the 
Convention. Byrd made a motion “That the 
Administrative Committee, the officers of 
the Convention, that is, the president, first 
and second vice presidents, the president of 
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Why Unbelief Is 
The Worst Sin

By Herschel H. Hobbs

“He that believeth on the Son of God 
hath the witness in himself, he that be
lieveth not God hath made him a liar; be
cause he believeth not the record that God 
gave on his Son.”—1 John 5:10

The person who believes in Christ has 
the witness in himself that He is God’s Son. 
Experience removes all doubt. But the one 
who does not believe God makes him a 
liar. On more than one occasion God said 
of Jesus, “This is my beloved Son” (Matt. 
3:17; 17:5). To refuse to believe that Jesus 
is God’s Son is more than an academic 
matter. It involves the very truthfulness

Devotional

Test Time
By Evelyn

Foote

A college campus is 
usually one of the hap
piest places imaginable. 
Being with enthusiastic, 
cheerful young people 
stimulates even the casual 
visitor, reminding him of 
his own youth. But one 
week of each semester is 
different. Tension and 
gloom settle over the 
community like a giant 

electric blanket with controls turned to 
highest heat. Everyone swelters; it is final 
exam time!

Those students who haven’t studied much 
all semester attempt to learn the contents 
of the course in one or two nights. Even 
the conscientious good students spend every 
waking moment over their books, fearing 
that their B might drop to a C, but hoping 
that it might become an A.

Far more strenuous than college exams 
are the tests of faith that unexpectedly come 
to all of us from time to time. An auto 
accident cripples a teenager. A tornado de
stroys the family home. A business execu-

Note: Mrs. Foote is the wife of William A. 
Foote, a former pastor and now director of 
Annual Support and Alumni Affairs, Union Uni
versity, Jackson.

of God.
Often one will say, “I believe in God, 

but I do not believe that Jesus Christ 
was/is His Son.” This sounds so sophisti
cated. When actually it is so foolish. For 
God’s record in His book plainly shows 
him acknowledging with pleasure that 
Jesus is His Son. Then to deny this while 
claiming to believe God is to say that God 
lied about Jesus. To call the One who is 
the pillar and ground of truth a liar is a 
serious sin indeed. This is why unbelief 
with respect to Jesus is the greatest of sins 
(John 3:18).

Carter Foote

tive realizes that his company faces bank
ruptcy. A husband deserts his wife and 
children. Such calamities may strike a faith
ful child of God as well as those who do 
not claim to be Christians. Can we stand the 
test?

When situations of grief are thrust upon 
us, it is dangerous to bottle it inside. Grief 
is normal and must Be- expressed. But to 
wallow in self-pity, to withdraw from life, 
to let resentment, jealousy, or hate rule 
over the heart is to invite destruction. What 
is the alternative? To lean on God and to 
draw from his infinite strength.

Dr. Norman Vincent Peale’s “prescription 
for heartache” is involvement in activity. 
One person who has triumphantly followed 
this formula is a young pastor’s wife who 
lost her only child to a dreaded disease. 
Almost daily, she works as a volunteer in 
a children’s hospital, playing with the young 
patients and counseling with their parents. 
Her compassion and understanding have 
blessed the lives of all who contact her. She 
has passed one of life’s hardest tests with an 
A.

When your testing time comes, God is 
near. “God is our refuge and strength, a 
very present help in trouble. Therefore will 
not we fear, though the earth be removed, 
and though the mountains be carried into 
the midst of the sea. (Ps. 46:1-2)”

*

By Jim Griffith

During recent election campaigns so 
many political speeches were made 
that they could have caused the Fall 
temperature to be several degrees 
warmer than usual.

Weathermen confirmed that there 
was a lot of hot air floating around.

It brings to mind the story of the 
convicted culprit, about to be hung for 
a capital crime, who was told that he 
could speak to the spectators for 30 
minutes before the hanging.

Not having anything in particular 
to say, he uttered a brief farewell and 
29 minutes remained of his allotted 
time. Suddenly a politician in the 
crowd stood up and asked if he could 
use the remaining time to address the 
audience.

The condemned man shouted: “He 
can have my time, but please hang me 
first! I’ve already heard this politician 
speak.”

There’s a lesson here: Those con
demned to hear a dry speech or a dry 
sermon will hardly hang on the 
speaker’s every word. 
—
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Speech Delivered to the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention, Wednesday Morning, Nov. 13,1974

THESE THINGS ENDURE
By James L. Sullivan

One hundred years ago this fall our fore
fathers met in this city. It was a very historic 
gathering, more meaningful than any of 
them realized. They came together to bring 
into being the Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion. By doing so they have left a heritage 
which has brought blessings to us, the king
dom of God, and indeed to our whole world. 
Today we meet to commemorate the vision 
and sacrifice demonstrated by those which 
have meant so much to us by what seemed 
a very simple act.

The circumstances under which these 
noble forebears met were quite different 
from ours today. It was like another world.

The clothes they wore were rural in style 
or they bordered on being gaudy in design. 
Either they had frilled lacy shirts and 
smokestack hats, or they wore bibbed over
alls and deerskin sandals. Perhaps some few 
of them still wore coonskin caps. They 
represented a cross section of Tennessee 
citizenship, for among our Baptist fore
fathers were the rich and the poor, the 
privileged and the underprivileged. Even 
then we were a grass roots people.

The language they spoke sounded more 
like Sir Walter Raleigh’s time than conver
sations in this atomic age. When it was time 
for dinner on the ground, they were apt to 
call the people together with words like 
“gather ’round folks, the vittles are ready,” 
or “John, fetch us some water from the 
spring.” Or if they wanted to express a 
thing precisely so and invariably true, they 
would conclude “Now that’s the way it ’tis, 
and it ain’t no ’tiser.” Many of the words 
meant different things then from what those 
same words mean today. Even the most 
educated people never heard of astronauts, 
Tel star, outer space missiles, television, 
automobiles, or even radio. Hundreds of 
thousands of new words have been coined 
since their time, which means that if they 
were to come back miraculously to attend 
today’s meeting, we would have great diffi
culty conversing with them. The language 
we speak is so different from the prevailing 
vocabulary of that time that it would be 
almost like speaking in another language.

Modes, Methods Different
The methods by which they came to the 

meeting were different also from the ways 
those of us assembled have come today. By 
train they could come, but many came in

Note: Sullivan is president, Baptist Sunday 
School Board, 127 Ninth Avenue North, Nashville, 
Tenn. 37234
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by surrey, buggy, wagon, horseback, or 
even walking. They counted themselves 
fortunate to be present in time for the 
meeting—and we’re not talking about the 
hour of beginning, but the day the meeting 
started.

The meeting place was quite different too. 
The first messengers would be awestruck 
to stand here in this massive meeting hall. 
They would be puzzled as to how the roof 
holds up without supporting posts and beams 
standing between them and the speakers. 
Many would get the impression that it was 
one of the largest assembly places of the 
country.

The governments who protected the peo
ple in their travels were small and under
developed. Back then government had never 
thought of relief programs or social welfare 
actions. Government consisted of a very few 
elected officials whose primary business was 
to carry on the rote nuts and bolts of daily 
activity, keep property records, collect taxes, 
and to provide protection of the people as 
they made their own way.

Educational systems were in the early 
stages of development too with universities 
small, but doing a thorough work. The more 
prevalent system of education was the little 
red school house, if indeed it even had a 
coat of paint to give it the red hue. Many 
of the schools were one-room buildings with 
one teacher teaching all grades. Just learn
ing to read and write and to handle the 
routine business matters of their farms was 
quite an achievement within itself. Public 
education for all was a noble ideal but still 
an unrealized dream.

Industry was just beginning to be born in 
America. We were still an agricultural coun
try with most of the dollars coming from 
the soil produced by the sweat of the men 
who tilled the land. Endless hours they 
worked every day just to provide food, 
clothes, and housing for the large families 
they had.

Difficulties Were Real
Our forefathers came in the face of other 

difficulties we tend to forget. They were not 
imagined. They were real. They provided 
obstacles which at the time seemed insur
mountable, but our forefathers faced them 
with courage and commitment and over
came them one by one. Some of the more 
perplexing problems they faced were:

1. Rugged Individualism—The people 
were not accustomed to depending on each 
other outside of their own immediate fami

lies. They would take to the woods to get 
their own meat. They would grow the cot
ton and weave their own clothes or grow 
the sheep and spin their own wool. They 
depended on their own hands, hard work 
and the grace of God. If disaster came, like 
fire or flood, the neighbors pitched in. Other
wise each man was on his own and trusted 
God in his grace to see him through.

There had not been many opportunities 
for them to learn cooperative teamwork. 
This they had to learn. Their achievements 
came out of their individual actions. They 
were willing to explore and defend those 
things which had proved successful in their 
own endeavors. Democracy, therefore, had 
difficulty functioning much of the time 
when each man was fighting vigorously to 
have his own way. The matter of meshing 
human efforts on a broad scale to fulfill 
the purposes of a state Baptist convention 
was not something new and was not an 
easy undertaking.

2. To compound the problem, the state 
of Tennessee was geographically divided by 
nature. The Cumberland Mountains 
sloughed off the eastern part of the state, 
relating it more to the Carolinas than to 
Middle and West Tennessee. Then the Ten
nessee River cut off the western third of 
the state identifying it more with Mississippi 
and Arkansas. This enforced sectionalism 
caused by a vast river and mountains so 
rugged that transportation across them at 
times was next to impossible and caused 
those sections of the state to develop identi
ties of their own. Thus the loyalties of the 
people were more toward their sections than 
to the state of Tennessee as a whole.

3. The diversified backgrounds of the 
people only magnified the problem. The 
Middle Tennessee people were largely blue
grass folks of Virginia, Kentucky, and the 
Carolinas. They had eome to settle and de
velop this part of the country, bringing their 
wealth with them. Unusually they were pri
vileged in material things. In Middle Tennes
see they built mansions by the score, even 
in the earliest days of the state’s develop
ment. Not so up in the mountain coves or 
in the swamps of the western part of the 
state. They had problems peculiarly their 
own. They were different and each was pre
occupied with his own problems. Their oral 
and written expressions differed. Their psy
chology was different. Their modes of doing 
things were so contrasted that at times they 
were more like people of different nationali
ties rather than fellow citizens of one state.

(Continued on Page 6)
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By Eura Lannom
MURFREESBORO—Woman’s Mission

ary Union met at historic First Baptist 
Church where 855 were registered for its 
86th annual session Nov. 11. Theme of the 
meeting was “Forward Through the Ages.” 
Mrs. Bob Peek, Athens, president, presided. 
Mrs. Bob Baker, daughter of the late L. G. 
Frey and Mrs. Frey, was organist; and Wil
liam R. O’Brien, former missionary to In
donesia and now of Fort Worth, Texas, di
rected music.

Women wore the 1974 mode of dress 
such as mid knee, and above, length dresses 
and pant suits. Some wore long length 
dresses, hats and sunbonnets of past eras as 
part of the celebration of the 100th anni
versary of Tennessee Baptists. It was a rainy 
day with temperature in the mid 50s.

Women came in cars and buses to the 
meeting. Mrs. Fred Rolater, (Jeanette) and 
her committee provided shuttle bus service 
from the motels to the church, and to the 
various restaurants for lunch.

Eugene Cotey, host pastor, welcomed the 
group by saying, “Girls, we welcome you; 
and to the minority group, you men, we 
are glad to have you.”

Mrs. W. C. Summars, homemaker from 
Brentwood, brought the meditations on 
“Forward Through the Ages in State Mis
sions, Home Missions and Foreign Mis
sions.” Each session featured one phase of 
the mission work. The evening session was 
highlighted when 34 ladies, some in cos
tumes of the country they represented and 
carrying that country’s flag, came forward 
and. gave the country’s name and the num
ber of Tennessee missionaries serving in that 
area. The roll call revealed Tennessee had 
101 missionaries in 37 countries.

Mrs. Eugene Cotey led the prayer for 
various missionaries listed on the WMU 
prayer calendar. Included in the list was 
Miss Lorenc Tilford who was in an Atlanta 
hospital that day. Miss Tilford is a retired 
missionary to China.

Miss Jannie Engelmann gave a Girls in 
Action presentation while Miss Louise 
Sparkman presented Acteens. Girls in Ac
tion represents girls ages 9 to 11, and Ac
teens, girls 12-17. Miss Beulah Peoples was 
scheduled to give the Baptist Young 
Women presentation but was unable to at
tend because of surgery. All of these ladies 
are directors of their respective areas.

Tennessee Leads
In Church Study Diplomas

In Miss Mary Jane Nethery’s report as 
executive secretary of the state WMU, she 
discussed the three year goals leading up to 
this Centennial Year. Goals included an

increase in the three special offerings (State 
Missions, Lottie Moon and Annie Arm
strong), participation in enlistment enlarge
ment campaigns, 18% increase in enroll
ment, and 100% increase over 1970-71 of 
associational and local WMUs attaining rec
ognition on the WMU Achievement Guide.

Miss Nethery recognized Tennessee Val
ley Association, Mrs. Alvin Gravett, WMU 
director, as the only association which met 
every Centennial goal except the 18% in
crease in membership, but they reached 
17.4%, had an average increase of 58^% 
per year for three years, and 11 new or
ganizations.

Second place was Chilhowee Association, 
Mrs. Guy Hale, director, and third place 
Gibson Association, Mrs. Thomas King, di
rector.

First runner up was Stone Association, 
Mrs. Howard Smith, director, and coming in 
second was Madison-Chester, Mrs. George 
Clark, director. Special recognition went to 
Fayette Association, Mrs. Grady Carpenter, 
director, with 76% increase in membership 
over the three-year period. Midland, Mrs. 
Patsy Lett, director, had a 331^ % increase 
in membership.

There were 36 association WMUs partici
pating with approximately 400 new organi
zations. To date there are 41 associations 
out of 66 association WMUs to attain recog
nition on the WMU Achievement Guide.

Tennessee WMU has consistently led the 
Southern Baptist Convention in church 
study course credits and diplomas. In 1973- 
74 Tennessee earned 31% of all WMU di
plomas in the Convention, yet membership 
is only 7% of the SBC.

Officers Elected
Mrs. Peek was reelected president for a 

fourth term, and Mrs. Vern Powers, Brent
wood, recording secretary for the third 
term.

Regional vice presidents elected were 
Mrs. Mable Davenport, Rogersville, North
eastern; Mrs. Guy Hale, Maryville, Eastern; 
Mrs. Ted Wood, Cleveland, North Central; 
Mrs. James Howard Smith, Cookeville, 
North Central; Mrs. Jonas L. Stewart, 
Nashville, Central; Mrs. Robert H. Gay, 
Lawrenceburg, South Central; Mrs. James 
G. Phelps, Paris, Northwestern; and Mrs. 
George Clark, Jackson, Southwestern. Mrs. 
Claude D. Jennings, Lebanon, served as 
chairman of the nominating committee.

O’Brien not only led the music and sang 
special numbers but related some of his 
experiences while he was a missionary to 
Indonesia. He reminded the ladies that if 
they want to be engaged in the greatest, the 
most crucial warfare at the moment, it is 

prayer. He challenged them to go home and 
go to the Lord in prayer, because we need 
more missionaries today than ever before.

Miss Gertrude Hale who has served as 
director of missions in Watauga Association 
for many years, led the closing prayer at 
the morning session.

Mmes. Ginn, Creasman Recognized
Those attending the afternoon session 

were surprised to see Mrs. Douglas J. Ginn, 
retired office secretary of the WMU, along 
with Mrs. C. D. Creasman, who served 
several years as WMU president and long 
time writer for Royal Service.

Mrs. Ginn observed her 96th birthday 
Nov. 5. Both use a cane, but they went to 
the platform and spoke briefly. Mrs. Ginn 
told of her 72 years of friendship with Miss 
Mary Northington, retired WMU executive 
secretary now living in Clarksville, who was 
unable to attend. Paying tribute to Miss 
Northington, Mrs. Ginn said, “I worked 
for Miss Mary 30 years. There will never 
be another Miss Mary. She loved WMU, 
she prayed for it and gave to it.”

“Happy am I to be here in this WMU 
meeting. This is my 53rd Convention. I at
tended my first one in Chattanooga in 1913, 
when I gave the welcoming address,” stated 
Mrs. Creasman.

Miss Mary Mills, a former WMU execu
tive secretary now living in Florida, was 
recognized.

Mrs. E. H. Hudson, Jackson, shared ex
periences of how God gave them a wonder
ful opportunity of witnessing to others while 
her husband was doing agricultural work 
overseas.

“The women in the other parts of the 
world look to us to help them mature in 
the work of the Lord. Our reputation 
spreads for good or bad,” said Mrs. R. L. 
Mathis, of Waco, Texas, who is the Southern 
Baptist Convention WMU president.

W. Fred Kendall was introduced as the 
author of “A History of the Tennessee Bap
tist Convention” and was asked to lead the 
prayer for the closing afternoon session.

Missionaries Speak
Evening speakers were Mrs. James C. 

Redding (Marilyn), missionary to Peru, and 
Baker James Cauthen, executive secretary 
of the Foreign Mission Board, Richmond, 
Va. Mrs. Redding is the daughter of Rev. 
and Mrs. Ralph Moore of Cordova. Moore 
is a retired superintendent of missions for 
Shelby County Baptist Association.

Mrs. M. K. Cobble, Knoxville, and Mrs. 
Roy Babb, Nashville, were recognized as 
former presidents. They encouraged the 
ladies as they related their experiences in 
WMU work and how much it had meant to 
them.

Acteens serving as pages were Janie 
Knott, Donelson; Joy Seat and Sharon Fitz
patrick, both of Smyrna; Lori Bane and 
Joyce Van Hook, both of Lebanon.

Richard L. Allison, pastor of South Knox
ville Baptist Church, closed the annual ses
sion with prayer.
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EDITORIAL

Centennial Convention Observations
By Jonas L. Stewart

The committees that spent many months working toward 
the Centennial Convention of Tennessee Baptists can exhibit 
justified pride. The planning was complete. Every one present 
must have been impressed with the elaborate preparation.

Murphy Center provided space—much of which was not 
needed. This really was the only major problem. The twelve 
thousand seat building dwarfed the approximately 1,800 
registered attendance. Speakers had difficulty generating much 
enthusiasm with that many empty seats.

Being the Centennial year, pageantry was expected and this 
was a noticeable part of each session. Expressions of apprecia
tion are in order for those who produced and participated in 
the realistic presentations of our history. So real was the scene 
of an Indian attack that a security guard remarked, “When 
that chief came running by me, I started to pull my gun.” The 
only “goof” was when one of the participants fell off of a 
simulated church bench during the presentation of a pioneer 
church business meeting.

Those present did not have to be musicians to appreciate 
the music. If any part of the celebration was flawless, this 
surely was the one. Every number presented brought a thrill. 
As long as Baptists keep singing like that, people will keep 
coming to participate. Appreciation is expressed to Frank 
Charton and Don Madaris of the Church Music Department 
for their contribution to the Convention music and their en
listment of the choirs and others who so successfully presented 
the music.

The Convention sermon by Dr. W. A. Boston and the ad
dress by President Grant Jones will be found in last week’s 
edition of the Baptist And Reflector, but reading the printed 
word can never bring the personality into the message. These 
two men struck a high note in presenting a challenge for our 
next century.

President Jones and Vice-President Winfield Rich and 
Hiram LeMay get our vote for their impartial and relaxed 
way of conducting business.

A bit of irony might be noticed in the closing session on 
Thursday morning. The report of the educational institutions 
was given at this time. It was the most poorly attended of all 
the sessions. Did some one forget that at the meeting 100 years 
ago this was the major consideration in organizing the Con
vention. Too bad so many missed hearing those dedicated 
students eloquently express appreciation to this Convention.

It was fitting that this particular Convention provide a 
historic occasion of its own. This was accomplished in the 
official establishment of the Tennessee Baptist Service Corpora
tion. Under its direction will grow facilities to care for the 
aging. Mr. and Mrs. W. A. Catlett, who have given the 
property on which to build the first facility near Dandridge 
will forever be remembered by Tennessee Baptists. This is 
the beginning of what is expected to be one of our most elab
orate programs.

(Stewart is secretary-treasurer of the Tennessee Baptist Foundation, Ten
nessee Baptist Convention.)

The heart of all Baptist work is evangelism. No thrill could 
be greater than to know that we baptized 845 more people 
than the year before, making a total of 29,846 added to the 
churches. F. M. Dowell and those who work with him deserve 
much commendation for their leadership.

The ever growing stewardship response is indicative of a 
healthy spiritual life. It was easy to adopt a budget of 
$7,600,000 when the report indicated that almost that much 
was given last year by Tennessee Baptists to world missions 
through the Cooperative Program.

Tuesday afternoon’s session was highlighted by “Nuggets 
of History”, presented by Mary Jane Nethery, Charles Norton, 
Wendell Price, William C. Summar, Leslie Baumgartner, F. M. 
Dowell, Wallace Anderson, Glenn Yarbrough, Roy Gilleland, 
and Eura Lannom. They all sat on the platform at the same 
time. This writer observed that there is probably represented 
by this group more knowledge of and interest in the Lord’s 
work than in any gathered group to be found in the world 
today. Tennessee Baptists can be and are proud of their leader
ship.

Upon recommendation by the Executive Board, the Con
vention unanimously voted to notify the Executive Co: Hill ittee
of the Southern Baptist Convention that it opposes the recom
mendation of the “Committee of Fifteen” that would allow the
Southern Baptist Foundation to advertise its services and solicit 
clients in the states now being served by state Foundations.
This matter will be before the Executive Co nmiittee in Febru
ary and if approved at that time, it will likely be voted on at 
the Southern Baptist Convention. State Conventions do not 
need a duplication of any services already being provided by 
them.

Notice must be made of the welcome given and courteous 
reception at motels, restaurants and other public facilities. 
Parking, which was anticipated as a problem, was generously 
made available by the University and city. The churches, 
pastors and other leaders in Concord Association went the 
extra mile in making us comfortable.

Radnor Baptist Church, Nashville, provided bus transporta
tion to and from motels for each session—and weren’t the 
buses impressively lined up in front of the Convention Center?

These observations could not be complete without looking 
into the future. A vision of progress may be seen by calling 
the role of the leadership elected to begin our next century. 
Dr. Ralph Norton, Executive Secretary-Treasurer for two 
years, has already given steady, progressive, and positive di
rection. Elected Convention officers are well equipped by ex
perience, training and dedication to launch a new century. 
Mrs. Bob Peek, Second Vice-President, the first woman to 
occupy such a position in Tennessee Baptist Convention his
tory; Dr. E. E. Deusner, Vice President; and President Eugene 
Cotey will lead us into the second century with a knowledge 
of our tremendous responsibility.

Some day others may desire to reveal our contributions to 
the Kingdom. Let our prayer be that the scrutiny of history 
will declare that we were worthy of our heritage and faithful 
to our commitments.
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THESE
(Continued from Page 3)

All of this complicated unification in Baptist 
life because there was no unity in political 
or geographical state life because of the 
circumstances behind the founding of our 
state.

4. Established loyalties that people had 
to their local churches, their associations, 
and their sections were well known. Some 
felt it to be almost modernism, if not com
promise, to cooperate on a large base with 
thousands of churches and tens of thousands 
of members stretching from the Mississippi 
to the Blue Ridge Mountains. It was beyond 
their experience, and with some was beyond 
their comprehension.
Committed To New Testament

In spite of all the handicaps our fore
fathers faced, they still had an urgent sense 
of material need. They felt binding New 
Testament obligations to which they were 
all committed. From experience they had 
learned that their individual congregations 
could not carry out all of the mandatory 
worldwide missionary, eleemosynary teach
ing, evangelizing and rescue missions alone. 
Even the largest and most privileged associa
tions could hardly make a dent in vast world 
needs. Some of the associations had under
taken such movements on broad bases, but 
were neck-deep in debt and discouraged. 
They recognized the necessity for mutual 
support and prayers, the sharing of ideas 
that could be successful, and the joining of 
energies that could do more as a group than 
any of them could do as persons or local 
congregations.

The War Between the States had not been 
over long and the impoverishments of the 
reconstruction period were being felt in 
painful fashion. With many of the counties 
in the eastern part of Tennessee siding with 
the North but with most of the other coun
ties of the state siding with the South, the 
people as a whole were still suffering from 
the scars of conflict and the emotions of 
hatred which had swept the land in de
vastating fashion. Still the sense of need 
would not go away, and the feeling of faith 
that by God’s help we could in some way 
work through such difficulties to triumph 
for his glory was still there. It was in that 
spirit that the people came together driven 
by an inner consciousness somewhat like 
Nicodemus who was driven into Christ’s 
presence by the yearnings of his soul even 
in the shadows of darkness to find the an
swer to some of life’s most staggering prob
lems.

Many things are not changed from that 
day until now. Certain eternal truths are 
the same as they were when our forefathers 
met to bring this state convention into ses
sion. It needs to be remembered that there

THINGS ENDURE
is a difference between fact and truth. While 
facts change every day, truth is eternally 
the same. Never does it need revision or 
alteration. What it needs is understanding.

What are some of those things that have 
not changed in the course of this past cen
tury?

One is sin. It is forever the same. Cain’s 
killing Abel was the same sort of murder 
that was reported last Saturday night when 
in jealousy one brother was killed by one 
of his own blood kin. Sin as presented in 
Genesis is the same as that presented in 
Revelation. The sin that entered the Garden 
of Eden is just like the sin that will be 
existent when Jesus comes again. It is just 
as serious now as it was at Calvary. If it 
had been a violation of the rules of etiquette, 
it could have been apologized for. But it 
was a violation of the house of God and had 
to be atoned for. If the old Sphinx of Egypt 
could speak, it would have to say, “I’ve 
never seen a new sin invented in my time.” 
This is because sin has not changed. Thus 
our most basic human enemy still is very 
real and alive before us, the same enemy 
that our forefathers faced and the one their 
fathers before them faced. This has not 
altred. Still we must plan how by God’s 
power his power can be overthrown.
Human Nature Unchanged

2. Human nature has not changed. While 
situations around people have altered with 
the years, the nature of human beings them
selves is just like it has been since the fall 
of man that followed God’s magnificent 
creation. When we as human beings went 
our own ways, sought our own paths, tried 
to discover our own solutions, and felt that 
we were adequate for any eventuality, we 
found by experience Jiow wrong we were. 
Ours is a cry for help and forgiveness as 
was their plea.

3. The love of God has not changed. 
“Love never faileth.” It is consistent. It is 
eternal. God has never known an individual 
he did not love because the basis of his love 
has always been in him as the Creator and 
not in the people who were and are the 
objects of his affection. Because his love is 
eternally, the same, his provision of salvation 
is endless and changeless. People are saved 
today just like they always have been saved 
because God’s love is never altered. It 
never will be.

4. Christ is the same yesterday, today, 
and forever. He is the changeless Christ to 
meet the changeless needs of the people who 
live in a changing world. The Christ pro
claimed from our pulpits as the Lord of 
all, the King of kings, the Saviour of all 
mankind, is the same Christ who was 
preached in the first convention sermon 
ever heard before this body a century ago.

5. The Word of God has not changed. 
“Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my 
word shall not pass away, saith the Lord.” 
God’s revelation is a changeless revelation.

This does not mean that we do not need 
new translations and rewordings of the Bible 
as time passes. This is not because the reve
lation of God is being changed, but because 
the language to man moves off, and words 
come to mean different things. Therefore, 
they do not communicate the original idea 
given of the Scriptures. When this occurs, 
revision is needed to communicate the same 
truth today in the minds of people that were 
heard when the Bible was first given. It is 
not that the revision has left the Bible. 
Rather, revisions are needed to reinstate 
and recommunicate the original Bible mean
ings.

6. The presence of God is eternal. How 
blessed it is when he gave the Great Com
mission that he said, “Lo, I am with you 
always.” This means we never have to go 
it alone regardless of the place, difficulties, 
obstacles, wars, revolutions, depressions, re
cessions, inflation, or situations that provide 
dangers to us each and all. Even when there 
is a general falling away, God is still true 
to his promises. God is there to be with us 
to the end as we walk in his presence and 
seek to glorify his name.

Christ’s Church Eternal
7. The church is eternal. “The gates of 

hell shall not prevail against it.” Though 
the earth shall try to destroy the church, it 
stands preserved by Christ. Still with the 
same type of officers, doing the same kind 
of job, carrying on the same work, our 
commission from God has not altered. He 
told us to go into all the world, disciple all 
people. This is an unfinished job that has 
not been completed. His commandments 
have not been repealed or even altered. The 
records of this convention show that multi
plied thousands have been born anew and 
baptized in the course of the years. There 
are missions and new churches that have 
been established to proclaim the gospel in 
virtually every city and county seat town 
and village of this long-gaited state. Still, 
there are multiplied hundreds of thousands 
who have not responded to the gospel who 
are still our responsibility and our burden. 
As we continue to go forth to carry out the 
Commission of old, his promise to be with 
us to the end is our endless encouragement.

What our fathers have accomplished in 
the past has been amazing, even pheno
menal. The colleges they have begun and 
have supported, the orphaned children for 
whom they have cared, the missionaries 
they have supported, the hospitals they 
have erected, the evangelists they have sent

(Continued on page 7)
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UNIFORM LESSON SERIES
Sunday School Lesson for Sunday, November 24, 1974

Liberian Deacon Dies; 
Church Mourns Leader

The Living Gods Concern 
For All Men

By Dr. Robert O. Byrd, Asst. Prof, of Religion, Belmont College, Nashville
Bible Material: Jonah 1:1—4:11

n Text: Jonah 4:1-11L

Byrd

The casual manner in 
which “loving every
body” is claimed indi
cates a superficial view 
of both love and people. 
Like Lucy in the Charley 
Brown comic strip we 
want to avow, “I love 
humanity, it’s people I 
can’t stand.” The book of 
Jonah claims that God 
loves people and chal
lenges its readers to fol
low the examples which 

were established at their games.

BACKGROUND
The significance of two factors in the 

background and setting of the book of Jonah 
needs to be identified. First of all, there 
was spirit of superiority and exclusivism 
which, at times, appeared to be on the way 
toward a Jewish hostility to all the rest of 
the world. This attitude developed as the 
Jews and their leaders looked more and 
more to the keeping of the law as the es
sence of religious experience. In addition, 
there was the full development of the Jewish 
commitment to the service and worship of 
one God. This monotheistic faith had as its 

tility. The story of Jonah describes the kind 
of dilemma that a person encounters who 
wants to do good on his own terms.

GOD’S GRACIOUSNESS 
TO ALL PEOPLE

God’s generosity was, to begin with, di
rected at the prophet. God gave a second 
chance (3:1-2). Those who have received a 
second chance and more to hear the Word 
of the Lord ought to always recognize their 
responsibility to present God’s Word to all 
men. What better basis to build patience 
for other men than the awareness of the 
second chances we have from God.

The story of Jonah should be a constant 
reminder that God has pity for the Ninevehs 
of the world. The wickedness of Nineveh is 
described in the third chapter of Nahum. No 
matter how great the wickedness of the 
world may become, God remains constant 
in his concern for all men. In addition, God 
has chosen his people to be the instruments 
through which he might extend mercy. 
Although the threat of judgment always 
hangs over the wickedness of humanity, the 
ultimate concern of God is that not any 
“should perish but that all should reach 
repentance” (II Peter 3:9 RSV).

MONROVIA, Liberia—Sunday was to 
have been a special day at St. Simon Baptist 
Church here as plans were made for the an
nual program in memory of its founder. In
stead, the church mourned the passing of 
another founder, deacon Jacob Mason.

A week earlier, 76-year-old Mason had 
wept because he was hospitalized and un
able to help clean and prepare the church 
for a special service welcoming the nation’s 
president, William Tolbert. Mason died 
the next morning.

The death brought together and into the 
church building people who have been 
estranged for years, said Mrs. Robert N. 
Bellinger, Southern Baptist missionary. 
They may not have been reconciled, she 
said, but at least they were together.

Through the years Deacon Mason was 
the one to attest that a person was a mem
ber in good standing before the church 
would toll one’s death. On the day he died, 
the bell could not be tolled until the mis
sionary pastor, Tucker N. Calloway, ar
rived to say that Deacon Mason was a 
member in good standing.

Mason had long been a leader. He was 
called “a driving force in the conference” in 
his eulogy. His role had increased after 
the death of the founder, D. R. Horton, in 
1967 and the death of Mrs. Horton in 
1973.

As the funeral procession formed to go to 
the cemetery, Mrs. Bellinger noticed Dea
con Mason’s grandson, Abraham, in the 
group. He is being trained for ordination 
and will become the next Deacon Mason.

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR 
Brings You News First

logical conclusion for the Jews the evan
gelization of all people. The people of God 
were responsible to announce His judgment 
and forgiveness upon all humanity. The 
narrative of the actions of Jonah served as 
a clarion call for the Israelites to accept 
the responsibility to call and be called back 
to God.

These Things Endure
(Continued from Page 6)

DESCRIPTION OF A DISCOURAGED 
DO-GOODER

The prophet was depicted as being angry 
and disappointed in God. A major problem 
appears to have been that the prophet could 
not get God to act as he desired. The God 
of Israel simply could not be categorized in 
a wholly acceptable manner. It is tragic 
when life becomes so sterile and meaning
less that it is nearly impossible to function 
(4:3). In spite of God’s call (1:1-2), the 
prophet was unwilling to accept the citizens 
of another nation as equals with Israelites 
(4:11). Most of the culture and some of the 
religion surrounding Jonah encouraged a 
dislike and distrust for non-Jews that some
times expanded into open rejection and hos- 

over hill and up hollow, the teaching of the 
Bible, the training of leaders, the singing 
of gospel truths, the proclamation of truth 
under every conceivable situation, these 
have been glorious accomplishments. There 
yet remains much to do before God calls 
us home.

While our thoughts and gratitude carry 
us into the past on this historic occasion, 
still our vision must be forward and our 
movements toward the future is yet ahead.

The motto that is ours this year is “Share 
His Love Now.” It is a timely message in a 
trying time, calling for a demonstration of 
love in a world of hate, encouraging people 
to promote peace in a world of war, chal
lenging those who have advantages to share 
their blessings with the underprivileged, 

calling for mutual respect between minori
ties and majorities as well as those of dif
ferent racial extractions. This is what the 
sharing of the love of God means in this 
day.

Paul makes it clear that even prophecy 
without love is nothing. The speaking of 
tongues without love accomplishes nothing. 
The message I would leave you on this 
significant occasion is a call to love all man
kind and for God who put us here that in 
mutual affection and respect we shall call 
the world to its finest hour. We are to give 
witness to God before man that those who 
see us at work for him may see him in us. 
They can know that Christ lives because he 
lives in the Christians who call his name 
Blessed and are seeking to do his bidding.
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Our People and Our Churches . . .
LEADERSHIP CHANGES ...

In William Carey Association, Don Boy- 
ett, pastor of West End Church, Fayette
ville, has resigned. Phillip Rosenbaum, pas
tor of Parkview Church, Lewisburg, has 
accepted the call of the William Carey 
Association to become superintendent of 
missions. He will begin his new work this 
week.

In Weakley County Association, Jack 
Mick has accepted the call of the Sidonia 
Church and is already on the field. James 
Harold Morgan has accepted the call of 
Moore’s Chapel Church. Dwayne Ervin has 
been called to the Old Bethel Church and 
has accepted. Bob Swift is the new pas
tor at Sand Hill Church. Gerald Smith is 
already on the field of the Bethel Church; 
and Lynn Walker is the new pastor at the 
Gleason First Church. James Harold Mor
gan is the new pastor at Moore’s Chapel 
Church.

Franklin Brown is the new pastor of Bell 
Buckle Church, New Duck River Associa
tion.

Calvary Church, Knoxville, voted to call 
Butch Bennett as permanent part time min
ister of music. He has accepted the call. Bob 
Burch is pastor at Calvary.

In Holston Association, Pinecrest Church 
called Harold Reed to serve as interim pas
tor. Russell Honaker is the new pastor at 
Mount Holston Church; and E. W. Barnes 
has resigned as pastor of Fall Branch 
Church to accept the call of the Boone 
Trail Church. He is the first full-time pas
tor at Boone Trail. Bucky Phillips, minis
ter of music and youth at Calvary Church, 
Bristol, resigned to accept the position of 
minister of music and education at Glen
wood Church in Kingsport. Freeman Wright 
is pastor at Glenwood. Danny Phillips is 
serving Hulen Church, Erwin, as interim 
pastor.

Kenneth Sullivan resigned as pastor after 
four years at East Walland Church, Chil
howee Association, and the church has 
called Eddie Tipton as pastor.

Terry Taylor, son of Rev. and Mrs. Wil
bert Taylor of Bartons Creek Church, Wil
son County, is serving as minister of youth 
and music at Carthage First Church.

In Gibson County, H. B. Woodward an
nounced his resignation and retirement as 
pastor of the Bethpage Church. The pas
tor of China Grove Church, J. R. Hamlin, 
retired recently, and J. O. Smothers has 
been called to serve. The new pastor at 
Westside is Ronnie Wilburn. He is already 
on the new field of service.

Page 8

PEOPLE...
L. P. Ford was ordained as a deacon 

at Norris First Church recently. Troy Chris
topher is pastor.

Highland Park Church of Columbia or
dained Mike Pennington to the gospel min
istry. A graduate of Union University, he 
has been on the staff of Parkway Village 
Church in Memphis since June. Bill De
laney, pastor of Highland Park, preached 
the ordination sermon.

Brainerd Hills Church, Chattanooga, or
dained Vernon Blankenship and George 
Farmer as deacons. The ordination service 
was led by J. V. James, superintendent of 
missions for Hamilton Association and the 
pastor, Marshall Vaughn.

Members of Piney Church, Hohenwald, 
honored their pastor Harvel Stockard and 
his wife and daughter with a surprise birth
day dinner earlier this month. The Stock
ard’s were presented with a money tree dur
ing the occasion.

Allie Tucker, John C. Locke, Ed Holton, 
and Eris Brown were ordained as deacons 
at the Rover Church, New Duck River As
sociation. Robert Mizell, superintendent of 
missions, delivered the ordination sermon, 
and Emery Farmer, pastor, Cornersville 
First Church, delivered the charge to the 
deacons. David R. Wall is pastor at Rover 
Church.

Miracle Church, Lavergne, ordained Jef
frey Phillips as a deacon. Carl L. Scarlett, 
pastor, preached the ordination sermon.

In McMinn Association, James Cranfield 
was ordained to the gospel ministry at New 
Zion Church. Also, at the same church, 
Don Steward, Bryan Harris, Lewis Bryan, 
and Claiborne Wilson were ordained as 
deacons. Oscar Watson is pastor.

Jerry Ridge was ordained as a deacon at 
Whitwell First Church. William Jackson is 
pastor.

In Weakley County Association, Mack’s 
Grove Church ordained Kenneth Williams 
to the ministry. He has been called to a

Whitten Memorial Church, Memphis, 
voted to call Thomas Baugh as assistant 
pastor. He is a graduate of Union Universi
ty and has served at the McLean Church. 
He is already on the new field of service. 
The pastor at Whitten Memorial is J .E. 
Tanksley.

David Lyles has resigned as pastor of 
Idlewild Church, McMinn Association to 
accept the pastorate of Wolf Creek Church 
in Tennessee Valley Association.

CHURCHES...
Idlewild Church, Idlewild, finished con

struction on the new steeple. Emmett Mc
Coy is pastor.

In Weakley County Association, Jolley 
Springs Church is building a pastorium. 
P. J. Scott is pastor. In the same associa
tion, Southside Church in Martin will begin 
having two morning worship services in the 
near future. W. C. Tuten is pastor. Pleasant 
View Church has completed construction on 
some additional educational space and other 
new facilities. Donald Doster is pastor. 
Ruthville Church is also adding new facili
ties and educational space. Billy Joe Pat
terson is pastor.

In Chilhowee Association, Zion Chapel is 
building a new sanctuary and Sunday School 
rooms. W. L. Henderson is pastor.

In Gibson County Association, Center 
Church observed 100 years of history. Wade 
Carver delivered the centennial day ser
mon. Installation of the baptistry is com
pleted.

Eastview Church, New Duck River As
sociation, has paid off the total debt on their 
church building. W. C. Carlton is pastor.

REVIVAL RESULTS
Three professions of faith were the results 

of a recent revival at Cohulla Church, Brad
ley County Association. Harold Long served 
as evangelist. Lon Gooden is pastor.

church near Pineville, Ky., where he is en
rolled at the Clear Creek School.

Larry Reynolds and Jimmy Taylor were 
ordained as deacons by Halls Westside 
Church, Halls, Dyer Association. Richard 
W. Owens is pastor.

In Holston Association, Bethel Church 
ordained Ronald D. Campbell and William 
D. Sluder as deacons. The ordination prayer 
was led by J. C. Seats, brother of the pas
tor, Ellis F. Seats.

Good Church Bus For Sale
’64 International, 54 passenger. Call 
Clarence Kirk at (615) 762-2729 between 
6 and 8 a.m. or between 5 and 10 p.m.
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Supreme Court Refuses 
New Obscenity Cases

By Stan Hastey

WASHINGTON—For the present, the 
U.S. Supreme Court has decided not to 
attempt defining precisely what constitutes 
obscenity in motion pictures and books.

That appears to be the clear message of 
nine 5-4 decisions by the court to refuse to 
schedule for oral arguments a new series 
of obscenity cases which had reached the 
docket of the nation’s highest tribunal.

The nine cases, which came to the high 
court from New York, California, Florida 
and Virginia, all stemmed from local bans 
on obscenity. In its 6-3 decision last year, in 
Miller vs. California, the court ruled that 
local communities may determine for them
selves what constitutes obscene matter in 
judging films and printed materials.

Earlier this year, in Jenkins v. Georgia, a 
case involving the film “Carnal Knowledge,” 
the court held unanimously that although it 
stood by its earlier Miller decision, “it would 
be a serious misreading” of that decision “to 
conclude that juries have unbridled discre
tion in determining what is ‘patently offen
sive.’ ”

Resting Stage
Following the Jenkins decision last sum

mer, the Supreme Court subsequently re
fused to hear 18 other obscenity cases in an 
action identical to that of the nine 5-4 
decisions. By disposing of such a large num
ber of similar cases, the court seems to be 
signaling a willingness to rest, at least tem
porarily, on the Miller and Jenkins rulings.

In a related action, the high court has al
ready heard oral arguments this fall in a 
case challenging the city of Chattanooga, 
Tenn., for refusing to allow the rock musi
cal “Hair” to run in a municipally-owned 
theater.

The promoters of “Hair” contended be
fore the court that the First Amendment’s 
guarantee of free speech encompasses a 
play, including actions as well as words. 
“Hair” gained fame in the mid-1960s as an 
anti-establishment production and is still 
running in several U.S. cities.

Part of the controversy surrounding the 
musical was its liberal use of four-letter 
words and a nude scene.

PARTNER
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BOOK 
STORE
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734 Charry St. • Chattanooga, TN 37402 • (815) 267-3845
706 S. Gay St. • Knoxvilto, TN 37902 • (616) 625-8131
24 N. Second St. • Memphis, TN 38103 e (901) 525-6848
3349 Wlntwook e Memphis (South). TN 38116 a (901) 396-6045
1010 Broadway a Nashville, TN 37203 a (615) 242-5647

By hearing oral arguments in the case, 
the court has expressed its willingness to 
consider for the first time an obscenity case 
involving the theater.

As for movies and printed matter, the 
court has for now decided not to decide fur
ther. (BP)

A Christian Message 
Aimed At Unbelievers

Baptists, concerned about a world in need 
of God, use the ministry of the Southern 
Baptist Radio and Television Commission 
to spread the Gospel.

The Radio and Television Commission 
“aims the Christian message at the individ
ual who has slipped through the fingers of 
institutional religious teaching,” said Dr. 
Paul M. Stevens, Radio and Television 
Commission president.

“These people are following a course of 
life which indicates a blithe unconcern to 
the possibility of God being alive or dead. 
We want them to know he is alive, with a 
better way for their lives.”

<Now in paperbacICY 
The No. 1 religious 

bestseller
“DAKTAR will bring people into a 
direct confrontation with a living 
God and how he works.”

—Hal Lindsey

DAKTAR
Diplomat in Bangladesh 

by Viggo Olsen, M.D.
with Jeanette Lockerbie

Watch for the movie!

moody press
THE NAME YOU CAN TRUST

Order from your Baptist Book Store

Where are they now?
Nicky, Maria, Israel . . . and 
others you met in THE 
CROSS AND THE SWITCH
BLADE?

And David himself?
Problems he faces as a pub
lic figure ... his “addiction” 
to the rat race . . . his 
marriage.

And what does he have to say 
about the “forgotten” teens 
of suburbia? The end times?
In this revealing sequel to 
THE CROSS AND THE 
SWITCHBLADE, David Wilk
erson answers these ques
tions . . . and more.

Read...

Switchblade

Cloth $5.95 
Order from your 
Baptist Book Store 

a chosen book
FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY

F Beyond 
the Cross

’•» * »<•IIIFZ VM»

Switchblade
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Christian Bookseller says it’s

"Without a doubt one of the most 
beautiful, wefl-arranged, and read*

—Carl Armerding
& Ward Gasque

Christianity Today

“If you buy‘one book this year 
this should be the one “

^member of the family. A beauti
ful co nib I nation of full-color 

t photography and easy-to-runder- 
stand commentary, it brings a 
freshness to Bible reading never 
before experienced.

Ill Acclaimed as the best one- 
volume Bible reference ever 
published, the EERDMXnS’ 

J® HANDBOOK includes;

Beautiful color photographs, 
maps and charts
Fascinating articles placing 
-the Bible in historical context 
Intriguing facts about every-

imaginable questl
■ ■■ ■ ••

EERDMANtf*^ , ", < ; 
HANDBOOK TO THE BIBLE 
is the unique Bible reference 
that makes the world of the 
Bible come to life . .. for every

r • ... v» *»- *
• • <•

rr^t.,,it r 7 •» <

Bring the 
fascinating 
world of the 
Bible 
into your 
home this 
Christmas.

Fabric Printing 
Set At Belmont

Fabric printing by Keiko Coles will be ex
hibited in Belmont College’s Leu Art Gal
lery Dec. 2-19, according to Miss Elizabeth 
Wall, gallery curator.

Mrs. Coes is the wife of Nonathan Coles, 
a student in erectobiology at Vanderbilt Uni
versity.

Born in 1941 in Manchuria, Mrs. Coles 
moved to Tokyo in 1945 where she studied 
music, then spent a year at Stanford Uni
versity.

While in high school she began to study 
traditional Japanese fabric printing. In Lon
don, where she lived from 1966-71, she 
studied western silk screen printing.

Two of her works were selected for in
clusion in an exhibition shown in several 
Japanese cities by the Kooyoo Society in 
1972. This year her fabric printing was se
lected for exhibition at Vanderbilt Gallery. 
She was also recipient of the Purchase 
Award at the Tennessee Arts and Crafts 
Association Fair in Centennial Park earlier 
this year.

The Leu Gallery is open Monday through 
Friday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and there is no 
admission charge. The public is invited to 
the gallery, located on the second floor of 
Belmont’s Williams Library.

Kindergarten Training 
Enrolls Eight In Saigon

SAIGON, South Vietnam—Miss Olive 
Allen, a Southern Baptist missionary to 
Vietnam, is retired now, but a training pro
gram for kindergarten teachers, a continu
ation of a long-range program she started, 
enrolled eight young Vietnamese women this 
fall.

Miss Allen was instrumental in establish
ing six kindergarten and nursery schools 
throughout the country, according to Wil
liam T. Roberson, Southern Baptist mission
ary press representative. She was among 11 
emeritus missionaries honored Oct. 7 during 
a program at Foreign Mission Board head
quarters in Richmond, Va.

The women, ranging from 18 to 22 years 
in age, come from four churches in the 
Danang and Saigon areas. Missionary Mrs. 
Gene V. Tunnell will direct the teacher 
training program, assisted by Miss Do Thi 
Kim Ngan, a recent graduate of a special 
kindergarten training school sponsored by 
the government.

Miss Ngan, a native of Danang, was an 
honor student in the government class of 
specially selected women from across Viet
nam, according to Roberson. Three other 
missionary women will also serve on the 
faculty of the eight-month school.

Baptist And ReflectorPage 10



Four Convention Employees 
Honored For Service

Four Tennessee Baptist Convention em
ployees received special recognition last 
week for service to the convention.

For 10 years of service, Mary Allen and 
William Lee both received a desk pen set. 
Allen serves as director of youth work in 
the Church Training Department, and Lee 
is student director at the University of Ten
nessee at Knoxville.

For 15 years of service, Johnnie Hall, 
director, adult work, Church Training De
partment, received an inscribed plaque. 
When he began work with the department 
on June 1, 1959, he was an associate.

Gene Kerr, assistant to the executive 
secretary-treasurer, was honored for 20 years 
of service. He began his work at TBC as 
business manager in 1954, and in 1956 was 
given the title of administrative assistant in 
charge of promotion. He was promoted to 
his present position in 1964. He received 
a certificate of appreciation.

Officers elected during this year’s annual meeting of Holston Association included, 
left to right: Omer Painter, moderator; E. W. Barnes, vice moderator; Mrs. Tenna

Subscribe Now To 
BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR

Eades, clerk; Mrs. Sarah Tydings, assistant clerk; and Luther Reed, treasurer.

Qifts to share to Showyou care!
Quality Christmas Gifts at Super Savings

Christmas Album Special
JOY TO THE WORLD
Baptist Book Store’s own NEW album designed just for you *10 
selections by top recordings artists: Julie Andrews—“Away in a 
Manger;” Ray Conniff Singers—“Little Drummer Boy;” Mahalia 
Jackson—“Go Tell It on the Mountain;” more • Quality stereo 
album—the kind you’d expect to cost at least $5.98 • Great for
gifts! Only, $1.00

THE LIVING BIBLE
The world’s most readable Bible—paraphrased by Ken Taylor.
Deluxe cloth edition; words of Christ in red or black. Specify red or
black letter edition. (Tyndale) k Regular price, $10.95

Super Star Special, $8.88

CHILDREN’S LIVING BIBLE
The Living Bible paraphrase with beautiful full color pictures by 
Richard and Frances Hook. A treasured gift. (Tyndale)

Regular price, $6.45
Y23Y Super Star Special, $4.95

THE BIBLE IN PICTURES FOR LITTLE EYES
Kenneth N. Taylor. Great truths from the Bible for ages 3-6. 190 
color pictures with descriptive text. (Moody) Regular price, $4.95 

Super Star Special, $3.95

THE BIBLE STORY BOOK
Bethann Van Ness. 298 exciting stories, 130 pictures—85 in full 
color, 70 pages of Bible facts. A gift of beauty, quality, and value.
Ages5-up. (Broadman) Regular price, $6.50

Super Star Special, $4.95

NELSON GIANT PRINT BIBLE
A wonderful gift for anyone who needs extra large print. Features 
16-pt. type; family record, maps. Red letter edition. Cushioned blue
binding. (Nelson) No. 582B Regular price, $1 3.95

Super Star Special, $10.88
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Show you care ... choose gifts from 
our wide variety of rewarding books, 
jewelry, unique gift items, Bibles, 
cassettes, gift books, and recordings. 
You’ll find many of these items in 
our 1974 Baptist Book Store Christ
mas Catalog. Ask for your Free cata
log, today.

STORE
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Foreign Board Appoints 17:
Votes $25,000 For Honduras

RICHMOND—The Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board, at its November 
meeting, appropriated an additional $25,000 
for relief and reconstruction in Honduras, 
commended Texas Baptists for their re
sponse to recent hurricane destruction in 
Honduras and appointed 17 missionaries.

Baker J. Cauthen, the board’s executive 
secretary, reported that from January until 
November, $371,575 has been made avail
able for relief as a result of gifts from 
Southern Baptist Churches and individuals 
and Foreign Mission Board appropriations. 
Included in this amount is $100,000 ap
propriated by the board in October from 
Cooperative Program challenge funds.

Of the $371,575 total, $280,880 has been 
appropriated for relief efforts in various 
countries where Southern Baptists have 
mission work. As recommendations from 
the mission fields are approved, Cauthen 
said, the remaining $90,695 will be avail
able for appropriation.

“When disasters occur,” Cauthen ex
plained, “the Foreign Mission Board ascer
tains from the missionaries the circumstances 
they are facing and what they believe can 
be done. Based on recommendations from 
the missions, funds are appropriated and 
relief steps are taken.”

Of the $25,000 appropriated to Honduras
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City ..........................................................
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during the November meeting, $14,631 
came from donations from Southern Bap
tists designated for Honduras relief and 
$10,369 from board-designated relief funds. 
That brings the total Honduran appropria
tions to date to $35,000.

$8000 Appropriated For Peru
In addition, the board appropriated 

$8,000 of relief funds to repair churches 
and other buildings damaged when earth
quakes shook Peru in October.

In other action, the board approved a 
shifting of responsibilities for two of South 
America’s field representatives, awarded 
medical receptorships to five students and 
reappointed a missionary couple.

To be consistent with the recent division 
of South America into two administrative 
areas, Don R. Kammerdiener, presently 
field representative for southern Spanish
speaking South America, will assume simi
lar duties for Spanish eastern South America 
(Argentina, Paraguay and Uruguay), and J. 
Bryan Brasington, presently field representa
tive for northern Spanish-speaking South 
America, will be responsible for western 
South America (Chile, Columbia, Ecuador, 
Peru and Venezuela).

Medical receptorships, an arrangement in 
which the board provides short-term over
seas opportunities for qualified medical stu
dents, were awarded to Thomas Elkins, 
Giles Fort III, and Robert A. Moore Jr., 
students at Baylor College of Medicine, 
Houston, Tex.; Andy M. Norman, Medical 
College of Georgia, Augusta; and Mark 
Thompson, Medical College of Virginia, 
Richmond.

Mr. and Mrs. Olin ,D. Boles of Texas, 
who served in Brazil from 1966 to 1973, 
were reappointed to Brazil.
17 Missionaries Appointed

The 17 new missionaries appointed will 
serve in nine countries.

Among those appointed were Mr. and 
Mrs. Gerald W. Burch of Alabama, as
signed to Japan; Mr. and Mrs. Donald L. 
Davis of Virginia, to Uruguay; Mr. and 
Mrs. Larry E. Davis of Kansas and Tennes
see, to Nigeria; Dr. and Mrs. Charles L. 
Deevers of Mississippi and Louisiana, to 
Ivory Coast.

Also, Mr. and Mrs. R. W. (Bill) Hayes 
of Texas, to Mexico; Miss Pauline Parrish 
of Florida, to Chile; Mr. and Mrs. James 
L. Rice of Florida and Virginia, to Uganda; 
and Mr. and Mrs. Daniel H. Rupp of In
diana and Texas, to Colombia.

Employed as missionary associates were 
Mr. and Mrs. Philip R. Overton of Illinois 
and Louisiana, to Panama. (BP)

Churches of Big Hatchie Association paid 
tribute to retiring superintendent of mis
sions Teddy Evans, second from left, with a 
testimonial, “This is Your Life” dinner re
cently at First Church, Covington. James 
Williams, moderator, presented Evans a 
check for over $2000 on behalf of the 
churches. At left is Paul Woodford, Ripley, 
vice moderator and chairman of the mis
sions committee and at right is host pastor 
Henry West, also serving as associational 
clerk. Pat Landrum, pastor, Brighton 
Church, presented Evans an inscribed plaque 
during the program.

Fiber Glass Baptistries 
Repair Old and Build New 
Call 292-4029 or Write 
Ashbaugh Fiber Glass 

P.O. Box 894, Nashville, Tenn. 37202

If you’re buying 
a Bible handbook, 
buy THE BEST.
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BIBLE 

HAND

“ Easily 
the best 
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type” —Wilbur M. Smith

of facts right at yourA mountain
fingertips . . . including a book-by: 
book commentary on the entire 
Bible • pertinent archeological 
discoveries • historical back
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of how we got our Bible • statis
tics, weights and measures • an 
outline of church history. •

930 pages $4.95
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Past, Present, Future Explored 
At TBC Pastors’ Conference

By Bobbie Durham

Pastors attending the Tennessee Baptist 
Pastors’ Conference in Murfreesboro last 
week approved the nomination of Bill Mor
ris, Dayton First Church, to serve as presi
dent for 1974-75. Also elected were vice 
president H. K. Sorrell, Brownsville 
Church, and secretary Bob Johnson, Saturn 
Drive Church, Nashville. The pastors, ad
ditionally, voted to accept a recommenda
tion from the nominating committee that 
future officers be nominated from the floor 
and elected by popular vote.

The newly elected officers succeeded this 
year’s president Virgil Peters, Franklin First 
Church, vice president Archie King, Mur
freesboro, and secretary Reuben Trussell.

Held preceding the 100th annual Tennes
see Baptist Convention, the pastors reflect
ed on the past, assessed the present, and es
tablished priorities for the future in the life 
of the minister.

Marvin R. Gibson, Cleveland First 
Church, speaking on “Preaching In The 
Past,” cited our ancestors as great preachers 
who spoke the truth of God with clarity 
and passion. Listing eight specific attributes 
of the great preachers, he said that each 
had a decisive conversion, a significant 
sense of a divine call, a passion for preach
ing, a boldness of conviction, a compassion
ate heart, a distinctive personality, a self 
disciplined study life, and a profound de
votional life.

Robert Orr, Dyersburg First Church, told 
the pastors that if they were preaching 
Christ and Him crucified, then they could 
count themselves as good preachers. He 
warned that pulpiteers of the present are 
losing a vital sense of the primacy of preach
ing and said that there is a content drought 
resulting in an excessive amount of topical 
preaching from today’s pulpits. He also 
cited the glut of sensationalism in the 
church, including jazz concerts, dramatic 
readings, and plays which are all putting 
the preacher and the pulpit in second place.

Speaking on “Preaching In The Future,” 
Baker James Cauthen, executive secretary, 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board, 
predicted that in the remaining 25 years of 
this century we will witness an even greater 
population explosion, rise of great cities, 
drive for education, food scarcity, and a 
shaky peace situation. “We have no words 
for the next 25 years if those words do not 
come from a heart of love,” he said. He 
challenged Tennessee Baptists to help see 
that every individual in the world hear the 

word of God before the year 2000, and said 
that the witness must be clear, confident, 
and compassionate.

Lewis Drummond, professor of evange
lism, Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
spoke before the group on two occasions 
and defined evangelistic preaching as a ser
mon that has done something, not merely 
said something. He said that in a real 
preaching experience, God becomes a liv
ing party between the pastor and the con
gregation, and there is an encounter be
tween God, preacher, and sinner. “There is 
power in preaching Christ alone,” he stated. 
In his second meeting with the group, 
speaking on “How to Build an Evangelistic 
Church,” he stressed that preaching alone 
will not bring an entire generation to a 
confrontation with Christ because the whole 
generation will not come to hear the preach

Ground breaking services were held recently for the Whitwell First Church’s new 
pastorium. The pastorium is the second phase of a three-phase building program of the 
church. The first phase was the purchase of 13% acres, and the third phase will be a 
new sanctuary and educational building. William Jackson is pastor of the church. 
Pictured above left to right are: Mrs. June Rich, Mrs. Odell Minter, Ronald Namanny, 
Jerry Ridge, B. L. McClendon, Gettis Hudson, Donald Roberson, and Will Hancock.

er preach. “The entire church must become 
mobilized, and it is our responsibility to 
gear our members to this action,” he con
cluded.

To qualify for the “Preachers Hall of 
Fame,” Adrian Rogers, Bellevue Church, 
Memphis, said that a preacher’s whole be
ing should be dedicated to Christ. “If we 
take a message that the world considers 
foolish (I Cor. 1:26-31) and a messenger 
who is despised of the world, but who is 
wholly dedicated to Jesus, then God will be 
glorified,” he said.

Special music at the sessions was brought 
by Jim and Delores Cooley, Signal Moun
tain Church.

During one session, pastors and guests 
viewed the sacred opera, “Pay-Day, Some
day” based on the sermon by R. G. Lee. 
See story on page 15.
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Executive Board Elects
George E. Capps Jr., President

Executive Board members of the Ten- 
see Baptist Convention elected George E. 
Capps Jr., pastor of First Church, Cooke
ville, as president. He succeeds James G. 
McCluskey, pastor of Wallace Memorial 
Church, Knoxville.

John R. Churchman was elected vice 
president. He is pastor of Manley Church, 
Morristown.

J. Arnold Porter, pastor of Parkway Bap
tist Church, Madison, was relected record
ing secretary.

Ralph E. Norton, executive secretary
treasurer of the Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion, was reelected.

Churchman succeeds Raymond A. Bos
ton, pastor of First Church, Humboldt.

The annual December meeting is sched
uled for Dec. 12-13 at the TBC building in 
Brentwood.

Send the BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR to:
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The meeting of the Executive Board mem
bers was held Wednesday following the 
afternoon session of the Convention.

RETIRING MISSIONARY HONORED— 
Miss Olive Allen was among 11 missionaries 
honored by the Foreign Mission Board at 
their retirement recently. Baker J. Cauthen, 
executive secretary, presents her with a 
gift recognizing her 23 years of service as 
a Southern Baptist missionary to Thailand, 
Hawaii and Vietnam. She is a native of 
Elizabethton, Tenn., where she taught high 
school. She was graduated from Carson- 
Newman College, Jefferson City, Tenn.
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N.C Convention Defeats
Alien Baptism Issue

Sixth Presentation Of “Pay-Day, Someday” 
Given At Pastors’ Conference

The musical sacred opera, “Pay-Day, 
Someday”, written by Evelyn Gibbs, a mem
ber of the Brainerd Church in Chattanooga, 
was presented at the Monday night session 
of the Tennessee Baptist Pastors’ Confer
ence meeting at Murphy Center in Mur
freesboro. It was the sixth presentation of 
the opera.

Introduced by R. G. Lee, author of the 
sermon, “Pay-Day, Someday”, the opera 
consisted of seven scenes. The first six 
scenes dealt with the story of Ahab, King 
of Israel, portrayed by Kent Fortenberry, 
tenor; Queen Jezebel, played by Artie Born, 
contralto; Naboth, owner of a vineyard 
coveted by Ahab, portrayed by Russell 
Davis, dramatic tenor; Elijah, the emissary 
of God and Ahab’s mortal enemy, played 
by David Cornett, baritone, and Jehu, who 
becomes the new king, played by Glenn 
Stophel. The cast are members of the 
Brainerd Church. Harry F. Hampsher, min
ister of music at Brainerd, gave the recita
tives; and the choruses were sung by mem
bers of the chancel choir. Ralph McIntyre, 
pastor of the Brainerd Church, read portions 
of the script. The last scene of the opera 
dealt with an experience in Lee’s ministry 
which told the story of “Toni Jo Henry.”

Lee preached the sermon for the first 
time 55 years ago in a small church in the 
South Carolina hamlet of Edgefield. World 
War I had come to an end, American 
soldiers were coming home, and prosperity 
and good times abounded in the U.S. The 
preacher was advised that it did not seem 
the proper time to preach a sermon on 
death, the wages of sin, and retribution. 
But young Lee preached the sermon, the 
first of over 1150 times.

Taken from the 21st chapter of First 
Kings, and the ninth chapter of Second 
Kings, the opera revealed the “self” in man 
resulting in conflict, deceit, jealousy, self 
pity, and covetousness.

The story opened in Naboth’s vineyard 
as King Ahab visited Naboth and asked him 
for his vineyard. The second scene is in the 
palace when Ahab returns and tells his wife, 
Queen Jezebel of Naboth’s refusal to give 
him the vineyard because it was an inheri
tance from Naboth’s father to him.

In scene three, the King and Queen have 
ordered the stoning death of Naboth and 
the resulting possession of his vineyard.

The climax is reached in scene four when 
the question is asked, “Where Is God?” At 
this point the choir and soloists take the 
words of Lee and build to the peak of his 
sermon and the opera.

A scene from the sacred opera “Pay-Day, 
Someday” shows Ahab and Jezebel discus
sing plans for the death of Naboth. The 
opera was presented at the Tennessee Bap
tist Pastors’ Conference this week.

Following God’s instructions to Elijah to 
visit Ahab in the vineyard, the next scene 
opens with Elijah fulfilling the orders of 
God. The ending of the tragedy shows the 
death of Ahab and the later death of Queen 
Jezebel.

Miss Gibbs holds the bachelor of music 
and the master of music degrees from the 
University of Chattanooga. Her piano study 
was with Harold J. Cadek, and she studied 
organ with Bonnie Christie, Isa Mcllwraith, 
and Adele Dieckmann of Atlanta. She is a 
member of the Tennessee Music Teachers 
Association and the Music Teachers National 
Association where she is nationally certified 
as a teacher.

’68 International, Greyhound type overland 
bus. 41 passenger, factory air-conditioning 
549 cu. gas engine, 5 speed transmission, 
reclining seats, excellent overland traveling, 
50,000 miles, new cost: $32,000. Selling for 
$14,500.
’59 International, 40 passenger, $950.00
'57 Ford, V8, 40 passenger, $700.

Berclair Baptist Church
4584 Summer Avenue
Memphis, Tennessee 38122
Phone: 901-683-3585

RALEIGH, N.C.—The Bapist State Con
vention of North Carolina soundly defeated 
a proposal which would have ousted those 
churches not requiring re-baptism of mem
bers coming from other denominations.

Margin of the defeat, on a standing vote, 
was estimated by some to be as much as 3-1. 
The proposal fell far short of the two-thirds 
majority it needed for enactment, since a 
constitutional change was involved.

The issue has caused more floor debate in 
the convention than any other single ques
tion during the past four years. It was the 
third time the issue has been defeated, and 
was the worst defeat it has suffered.

The amendment was turned down in 
1971 and 1973, while in 1972 a special 
committee was appointed to make a year
long study of the issue. The committee 
found that only 11 of the convention’s 
3,456 Southern Baptist churches accept 
members from other denominations without 
re-baptism.

With such an overwhelming defeat, the 
issue is considered dead although the con
vention parliamentarian, James M. Bulman, 
who introduced this year’s amendment, 
vowed to bring it back next year in Ashe
ville when a new general secretary-treasurer 
for North Carolina Southern Baptists will be 
elected.

This year’s 144th annual session featured 
three joint sessions with the General Bap
tist State Convention, a predominantly black 
body. A joint resolutions committee from 
the two conventions introduced a series of 
sweeping resolutions which were accepted 
by the final joint sessions with very little 
debate.

An effort by Cecil E. Sherman, pastor of 
First Baptist Church in Asheville, to change 
the Cooperative Program unified budget per
centages was defeated by a wide margin. He 
proposed to take one per cent of the $10.5 
million budget from the convention’s seven 
colleges and add it to the Southern Baptist 
Convention percentage, making it 35 per 
cent. By turning down the motion, the con
vention held to its present division of 66.66 
per cent to state causes and 33.34 per cent 
to world missions through the national SBC 
Cooperative Program. (BP)
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State Men’s Convention Draws 1700 Home Mission Board Votes 
Church Loan "Slowdown"

Approximately 1700 men gathered at 
Riverdale High School in Murfreesboro last 
week for the State Baptist Men’s Conven
tion.

Wendell Crews, state brotherhood presi
dent, presided at the meeting. Music was 
under the direction of William A. Cox Jr, 
music sales and promotion consultant, Bap
tist Sunday School Board. The call to wor
ship was brought by the Two Rivers Bap
tist Church, Nashville, Mack Moore, min
ister of music. Paul Pratt, life president of. 
state Brotherhood read the Scripture and 
led in prayer. Owen Cooper, past president 
of the Southern Baptist Convention, and di
rector of Mississippi Chemical Corp., Yazoo 
City, Mississippi, was the first speaker. 
Cooper spoke on “Missions Is Now,” ex
pressing the needs of the world and em
phasizing that they are our responsibilities. 
He also stated that there are two-and-one- 
half billion people in the world who have 
not heard of Jesus Christ, and several 
countries such as India with over 300 mil
lion people lost to the cause of Christ. He 
also stated that in Africa, Christianity is 
growing faster than in any place in the

Frederick P. Billings, 
Former Tennessee Pastor, Dies

Former Tennessee pastor Frederick P. 
Billings, 58, died last month in Chattanooga 
where he had been hospitalized since late 
September. Pastor of Highland Church, 
Portsmouth, Va., he had conducted a week- 
long revival at Middle Valley Church in 
Hixson. During the prayer at the close of 
his last message he was stricken with a 
cerebral hemorrhage.

He was a graduate of Moody Bible In
stitute and was a pastor in Dallas and in 
Tennessee where he served Grace Church 
of Elizabethton. He served there for eight 
years and was also moderator of Watauga 
Association and president of the United Dry 
Forces.

Funeral services were held at Grace 
Church with Leslie L. Bruce, pastor, and 
Glen Blevins, pastor of Middle Valley 
Church, in charge of the service. Pall
bearers were deacons from the Highland 
Church and the Grace Church. Burial was 
in Elizabethton.

Survivors include his widow Elizabeth; 
two sons, Fred Jr., and John, and a daugh
ter, Mary Martha.
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world. Cooper went on to say that as South
ern Baptists we must be willing to share 
with other groups resources in spreading 
the Gospel. We are told there are over 
175,000 Radio Stations in the world and 
that Baptists have programs on 2000. 
Cooper said, “I believe in ‘Missions Now’ 
because resources are abundant.” The men 
were challenged to get involved in the total 
mission enterprise now.

Following Cooper, Cox presented a con
cert of sacred music.

The closing message was brought by Ken
neth L. Chafin, pastor of South Main Bap
tist Church in Houston. He spoke on the 
layman witnessing. He told the men of 
their responsibility to witnessing, and stat
ed several reasons why many men do not 
witness. We feel many times we are going 
to witness alone, he said. We think God just 
says go, but He says “go and come.”

Chafin said many times we are afraid 
because we are not aware of what God is 
doing in the life of the person we are going 
to witness to. We do not know what God 
has in mind when we witness to people 
day by day, he concluded.

Chafin, in closing, told the men that the 
Holy Spirit should move them from the 
reluctant witness to the available witness.

Centennial Convention
(Continued from Page 1)

the Woman’s Missionary Union Convention 
and the president of the Brotherhood Con
vention, be formed into a special committee 
to do a prayerful study of how we might 
further erase any lines that might divide us, 
and how we might further involve more 
laymen and more ladies in the affairs of 
the boards and agencies of our Convention.”

Other presentations made were Centen
nial plaques, presented to Norton and Jones 
by O. M. Dangeau, pastor, First Church, 
McKenzie, and chairrhan of the Conven
tion’s Administrative Committee, on behalf 
of the 15-member body.

The Convention accepted a recommenda
tion by the Executive Board, unanimously 
voting to notify the Executive Committee 
of the Southern Baptist Convention that it 
opposes the recommendation of the “Com
mittee of Fifteen” that would allow the 
Southern Baptist Foundation to advertise 
its services and solicit clients in the states 
now being served by state Foundations.

Statements of Concern
In other action, messengers approved a 

resolution presented by Joe Stacker, pastor, 
First Church, Concord, which asked them 
to express disapproval to television net
works of programs and movies which de
pict violence. Stacker called for citizens to 
“. . . exercise their option and turn the tele
vision off at home and notify the sponsoring 
agencies of your action.”

R. Paul Caudill, pastor, First Church, 
Memphis, made a plea to the messengers to

ATLANTA—A 60-day slowdown on re
ceiving new loan requests for church con
struction was approved by the Southern 
Baptist Home Mission Board at its directors 
November meeting here.

The directors approved the slowdown to 
allow time for processing of some 100 pre
liminary requests for loans, totaling about 
$7 million, already received by the division 
of church loans.

More than 100 loans for some $8 mil
lion already have been made in 1974, ac
cording to Robert H. Kilgore, director of 
the division.

Tight money and soaring interest rates 
have doubled the number of loan inquiries 
received by Kilgore’s office. Last month the 
board’s directors approved a raise in the 
interest charged on church loans to 9 per
cent and authorized the borrowing of $2 
million to augment the loan fund.

Directors accepted the resignation of one 
staff member and approved the appoint
ments of eight missionaries and 13 mission
ary associates.

Jack Stanton, director of the department 
of mass evangelism ministries in the division 
of evangelism, resigned, effective Dec. 31, 
1974, to become director of the Institute 
of Evangelism and professor of evangelism 
in the Redford School of Theology, Bolivar, 
Mo. 3

Home Mission Board Executive Director 
Arthur B. Rutledge reported to the directors 
the 1974 Annie Armstrong Easter Offering 
now totals $7,932,000, or 16.7 per cent 
more than 1973’s total. The offering possibly 
will exceed $8 million for the year when all 
the receipts are in, he said. One state has 
not sent in its offering to date. (BP) 

write to incoming Tennessee governor Ray 
Blanton and to legislators, stating opposi
tion to parimutuel gambling, a matter of 
pending legislation in the Tennessee legis
lature.

In an address on Wednesday evening, 
Norton told attendants, “Tennessee Baptists 
are committed to the future as we are united 
in the proclamation of the gospel.” He 
continued, “. . . our challenge is to move 
forward . . . God expects us to do more 
than keep alive the memory of our fore
fathers.”

The Centennial Convention was brought 
to a close by a message by Ramsey Pollard, 
retired, who served for years as pastor of 
Bellevue Church, Memphis. Pollard told 
the faithful remnant which remained for 
the closing hours of the Convention, “No
thing takes the place of love in the pastor’s 
heart.” Pollard continued, “There seems to 
be evidence that some believe the Holy 
Spirit has just come into existence.” The 
former West Tennessee pastor said he 
doesn’t like the idea that God is a buddy, 
the old man upstairs.” He indicated there 
needs to be more respect for our Lord.
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Week Of Prayer For 
Foreign Missions, Dec. 1-8

The annual Week of Prayer for Foreign 
Missions will be held Dec. 1-8 and will 
come at a time when many of the 2536 mis
sionaries in 81 fields are facing political and 
economic situations unlike any other time in 
their careers.

The Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for 
Foreign Missions has a national goal of $23 
million. Tennessee’s goal for this year is

CM
The annual foreign missions emphasis 

gives Southern Baptists an opportunity to 
aid in the worldwide program to proclaim 
the news of Christ’s coming at the same 
time they celebrate his birth.

Theme for the observance this year is 
“Grace So Amazing .... Love So Divine.”

Secretaries of two foreign missions areas 
have pointed out critical needs for prayer 
during this season. Frank K. Means, secre
tary for South America, and Davis L. Saun
ders, secretary for Eastern and Southern 
Africa, pointed out that the missionaries in 
headline-making countries face overwhelm
ing opportunity along with danger because 
of turmoil.

Saunders requested special prayer for 
missionaries and Baptists in Ethiopia, 
Uganda, Rhodesia, Mozambique, and An
gola. Ethiopia missionaries have told 
Saunders that their urgent need is prayers 
for mission volunteers, rather than prayers 
for personal safety during the change in 
government.

The Cooperative Program and the Lottie 
Moon Christmas Offering each provide ap
proximately half of foreign mission support. 
The first $14,500,000 of the Lottie Moon

Executive Board Members 
Honored For Service

Certificates of appreciation were pre
sented to rotating Executive Board members 
last week during the Tennessee Baptist Con
vention in Murfreesboro. Executive secre
tary Ralph Norton presented the certificates 
to those who have served at least one three- 
year term.

Those honored included: Carl B. Allen, 
Hohenwald; Gordon T. Greenwell, Knox
ville; James B. Henry, Nashville; John P. S. 
Humphrey, Clarksville; Archie D. King, 
Murfreesboro; Wilson Lonas, formerly of 
Knoxville and now out of state; Pat L. 
Landrum, Brighton. Also honored were 
James Nunnery, Malesus; Richard D. Pat
ton, Portland; William E. Purdue, Kings
port; C. Winfield Rich, Memphis; Marvin 
T. Robertson, Bolivar; Robert Sanders, 
Knoxville; H. K. Sorrell, Brownsville; Joe 
R. Stacker, Concord; and Courtney Wilson, 
Hendersonville.

Offering will blend with Cooperative Pro- 
gram allocations to maintain the basic op
erating budget for foreign missions.

It will pay salaries for 700 missionaries, 
will place new missionaries on the field, 
will educate missionary children, and will 
cover a listing of specific budget items run
ning for more than 30 pages.

Christmas offering money beyond that 
amount will be allotted according to a pri
ority listing to special advance projects, to 
purchase of new equipment and property, 
and to improvement of missions facilities. 
These new items would be sacrificed in fav
or of maintenance if the Lottie Moon 
funds did not provide sufficient supplement 
to offset inflation.

Sammie Meek Honored 
For 19 Years of Service

Sammie Meek, director of preschool 
work for the Sunday School Department of 
the Tennessee Baptist Convention, was 
honored during sessions of the convention 
in Murfreesboro last week for 19 years of 
service to Tennessee Baptists. Mrs. Meek 
will retire Dec. 31.

She began her work in 1955 as director 
of nursery, beginner, and primary work 
with the Training Union Department. Be
fore that time she was a state approved 
worker. She directed the first children’s 
workshop in Tennessee in April 1955 and 
also led a similar workshop for the Southern 
Baptist Convention. She led Tennessee as 
the first state in the Souhern Baptist Con
vention to have a seminar for workers with 
the mentally retarded.

In 1971 she joined the Sunday School De
partment staff as director of preschool work 
and special education.

She has served on the faculty of Ridge
crest Baptist Assembly every year since 
1940 and has served at Glorieta several 
years.

Mrs. Meek received a plaque and a cor
sage in behalf of Tennessee Baptists.

Lawrence Steiner New Supt. 
For Indian Creek Assn.

Lawrence Steiner, Ethridge First Church 
pastor, will become the director of associa- 
tional missions for Indian Creek Associa
tion on Dec. 2, according to an announce
ment from the Missions Department of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention.

A pastor in Tennessee for the past 18 
years, he served the Ethridge Church for 
14 months and was also pastor at Rock 
Springs Church in Robertson Association. 
He attended Austin Peay State University.

Ministers' Wives Elect
Officers At Convention Meet

A luncheon was held in Murfreesboro 
last week for the wives of ministers and 
church workers. Theme for the occasion 
was the changing role of the minister’s 
wife.

Attending the special meeting at First 
Church were wives of pastors, ministers of 
music, ministers of education, youth work
ers, and other church staff.

Officers elected to serve the group for 
1974-75 included: president Mrs. Louis O. 
Ball, Knoxville; vice president and program 
chairman Mrs. James McCluskey, Knox
ville; and secretary-treasurer Mrs. James 
Hutson, Knoxville. They succeeded Mrs. 
Eugene Cotey, Murfreesboro, Mrs. Tom 
Henry, Lebanon, and Mrs. Don McRae, 
Murfreesboro in the respective posts.

Celebrating the 100th anniversary of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention, Mrs. J. O. 
Williams, Nashville, spoke to the group on 
living as a pastor’s wife in the past. Mrs. 
Don Bouldin, Columbia, spoke on living as 
a pastor’s wife in the present.

Special music was brought by Mr. and 
Mrs. Jesse Newcomer, Murfreesboro.

The 1975 luncheon for ministers’ wives 
will be in Chattanooga.

Mrs. Thomas Robinson, 
Church Music Secretary, Dies

Mrs. Thomas A. Robinson, office secre
tary in the Church Music Department of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention for the past 
four years, died in Nashville’s Donelson 
Hospital, Nov. 13 following a brief illness.

A charter member of Crievewood Church 
in Nashville, she was a Sunday School 
teacher in the adult department and was a 
member of the choir. From 1946-52, she 
was secretary to Harold Ingraham, business 
manager of the Baptist Sunday School 
Board. Later she served as a secretary in a 
physician’s office.

A native of Owensboro, Ky., she was the 
former Bettie Gene (Beegee) Sauer, a daugh
ter of Mr. and Mrs. E. Paul Sauer. She 
was a graduate of Blue Mountain College in 
Mississippi where she received the B.A. de
gree in 1946.

Services were held Friday, Nov. 15, at 
Crievewood Church with Pastor Herman 
Jacobs, officiating. Burial was in Nashville.

In addition to her husband and parents, 
she is survived by a daughter, Paula Carol, 
and a son Thomas Dale, both of Nashville; 
and a sister, Mrs. James Smith, Gadsden, 
Ala.

BIBLES BEAUTIFULLY REBOUND 
Name stamped in gold free. Also, religious 
pamphlets and magazines bound in. flat 
opening permanent books. Send for illus
trated price list.

SPECIALTY BINDING COMPANY 
P. O. Box 1208 Tupelo, Miss. 38801
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Sunday School Lesson for Sunday, November 24, 1974

Manner Of Giving
By Dr. W. R. White, Baylor University, Waco, Texas

Basic Passages: 1 Cor. 16:1-4; 2 Cor. 8:10-24
Focal Passages: 1 Cor. 16-1-4; 2 Cor. 8-10-21

The occasion of the 
distress of the brethren 
in Jerusalem and Judea 
caused Paul to conduct 
a rather significant cam
paign for these saints. It 
was largely among the 
Gentile Christians and 
all the brethren in the 
mission fields that he 
made his appeal and pur
sued this worthy objec-

White tive. We learn much 
from it and from the in

spired record and references.
Paul was very much interested in regular, 

systematic giving. He did not want to de
mand or just beg for high-powered collec
tions. He was concerned for proportionate 
giving. He wanted them to give as God was 
prospering them and as they were able.

He commended those who were willingly 
and cheerfully sacrificial. He was concerned 
that there be equality of sharing. He hoped 
that each would do his part. He felt that it 
was unfair for some to be burdened while 
others were making token gifts or none at 
all.

Regular Systematic Giving
1 Cor. 16:1-4; 2 Cor. 8:10a

The divine injunction is to do all things 
in order. Irregularity often goes with irre
sponsibility.

We can give more and give it more easily 
in the long run if we give each Lord’s Day 
a proportionate part. It can be an act of 
weekly worship.

This takes care of the needs of the cause 
of Christ more promptly and more ade
quately. It makes for a more happy, busi
ness-like operation. In one place Paul seems 
to make this method a commandment but 
in another place he terms it just advice. Of 
course he wants it to be willing and from 
the heart. In any case, it turns out to be the 
wisest plan.
Carry Out Good Intentions
2 Cor. 8:10-17

A year before, the brethren at Corinth 
had not only reacted immediately in a most 
favorable response, they had pledged to do 
more in the future.

The apostle is urging the faithful to per
form their good intentions with the same 

high enthusiasm. It is so easy to cool off 
with the lapse of time but sporadic gen
erosity is not enough. Sustained zeal and 
consistency are so essential.

Beautiful Reciprocity
2 Cor. 8:12-15

Each one is expected to give according 
to his resources and income. No one is ex
pected to give what he does not have. Some 
may give beyond what anyone has a right 
to expect, on rare occasions, as a great act 
of faith and sacrifice as did the Macedonians 
but that is the exception and is not re
quired. Habitual, consistent giving is what 
Paul is talking about here.

Those who give of their abundance while 
others give out of spiritual abundance, hav
ing little of this world’s goods, complement 
each other in beautiful reciprocity. In the 
apostles’ time the Christians who had been 
won for Christ saved the home base which 
had sent them the gospel.

Penn-Jersey Baptists 
Elect Frank Bowman

McMURRAY, Pa.—The Baptist Conven
tion of Pennsylvania-§outh Jersey, in its 
fourth annual meeting," elected Frank E. 
Bowman, the pastor of Main Street Baptist 
Church in Boylestown, Pa., as their new 
president.

Messengers also approved a record 1975 
budget of $653,700, recognized the forma
tion of a new association of churches, 
Northwest Baptist Association in the Erie, 
Pa., area and heard that 18 new congrega
tions had. been formed in the convention 
since the 1973 annual meeting. The con
vention now has four associations with 
more than 12,000 members in 108 congre
gations.

The Penn-Jersey convention, formed in 
1971, raised its percentage of Cooperative 
Program (unified budget) giving to 24 per 
cent for national Southern Baptist Conven
tion causes. A. C. Queen, editor of the 
“Penn-Jersey Baptist,” said convention mes
sengers had increased the SBC giving one 
per cent annually since the convention’s 
founding. (BP)
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When Tennessee Baptists recall the many 
highlights of the Centennial Convention, the 
pageant “A FLAME BY NIGHT,” will 
surely be a part of that recollection. Loulie 
Latimer Owens, the writer of the pageant, 
was among thousands of Tennessee Bap
tists and friends who saw history come a- 
live through dialogue and music.
As staged by Don Madaris, the pageant 

“happened” not only on the central plat
form, but up and down aisles, and in the 
entranceways to the Arena, itself. With only 
a few benches, and a couple of chairs, he 
allowed the audience to add their own 
imaginations to create the settings for such 
scenes as the Pioneer Village, a printing 
shop, a brush arbor revival, and the Baptist 
Book Store. Madaris is associate in the 
Church Music department, Tennessee Bap
tist Convention.

The pre-recorded sound track gave us 
many familiar voices, as churchmen from 
over 25 middle Tennessee churches re-enact
ed the scenes. Often, a costumed narrator 
would describe a scene on one part of the 
stage, while we saw it happening on an
other. Characters stepped in and out of 
these scenes, taking the audience with them, 
as they became part of an Indian attack, an 
early church business meeting, a church 
trial, and other important events of the last 
hundred years.

The Combined Choirs of approximately 
20 churches was directed by Frank Char
ton, secretary, Church Music department, 
TBC. The singing of early songs and hymns 
of faith provided fitting musical interludes, 
and the words of hymns helped continue 
the thought of the dialogue and meaning of 
the scenes. The Volunteer Chorale and the 
Carson-Newman Concert Band and Men’s 
Chorus also added music to the production.

The words to that Centennial Hymn, writ
ten by Rev. Charles Earl, provided not only 
a fitting climax to the production, but should 
serve to send us seeking “the light that 
shines in the darkness” as we go into our 
next hundred years:

“Our future has become our past:
One hundred years are gone;
We turn our eyes to days ahead, 
and face them with a song.”

CHURCH FURNITURE 
From Factory to Church 

RAINSVILLE CHURCH PEW 
COMPANY 

Route No. 1, Box 405 
Rainsville, Ala. 35986 
Phone: 205-638-2467 or 638-3882 
Also we upholster oM pews.
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From
Executive ^Secretary

By Ralph Norton

Norton

I wish I could give you 
a report of the highlights 
of our convention. No
thing would please me 
more than to be able to 
tell you that we had a 
great convention, which 
I’m sure we will have. 
However, this column is 
being written before the 
sessions begin, and it 
would be presumptuous 
for me to venture a re
port at this time.

On occasion I have written paragraphs in 
church bulletins in which I projected a re
port of certain events before they took place. 
But on one occasion when I made a glow
ing report of a New Year’s Eve watch 
service, I suffered great embarrassment when 
a heavy snow fell on the day of the service 
and it had to be cancelled. I shall never for
get this incident, nor will I ever presume 
that a particular meeting will bring forth 
certain results.

But I believe I can say without any hesi
tation that the Convention which I am an
ticipating at this point, and the one which 
you are looking back on as you read this, 
will be perhaps the most significant we have 
ever known. And as we begin a second cen
tury for Christ, may we be led by His Spirit, 
upheld by His strength, and empowered by 
His love.

HISTORICALLY
FROM THE FILES

50 YEARS AGO
J. D. Moore, editor of Baptist And 

Reflector, acknowledged receipt of an 
invitation from Dr. and Mrs. George 
W. Truett of Dallas, Tex., to be pres
ent at the marriage of their daughter, 
Mary, to Thomas West Gilliam II, on 
Nov. 25, at Dallas First Church.

Pastor W. M. Bostick wrote from 
Memphis that the Bellevue Church had 
just closed a very successful revival 
under the leadership of Millard Jen
kins of Abilene, Tex. They reported 
45 for baptism and 20 by letter.

20 YEARS AGO
The charter of the Tennessee Bap

tist Children’s Homes was amended 
to comply with improved practices 
and to clarify the program in the field 
of child care. The new name given 
was the Tennessee Baptist Children’s 
Homes Inc. with each of the three 
homes, Franklin, Memphis, and Chat
tanooga, being designated by the name 
and its location.

A teacher of 15-year-old girls found 
that her class wanted to learn more 
about the Baptist faith. She acquired 
a copy of “Basic Beliefs” by Editor 
Richard N. Owen and began teaching 
it on Tuesday nights to her class of

On Matters of

By Dr. B. David Edens, 
Director, Marriage and 
Family Program 
Stephens College 
Columbia, Missouri 65201

Mini-Bikes Are Cited As 
Maxi-Dangerous

Parents should be firm in their refusal 
to allow their children to own or operate a 
minibike, says the American Academy of 
Pediatrics Joint Committee on Physical Fit
ness, Recreation and Sports Medicine. The 
committee also calls on manufacturers of 
minibikes to “cease the exploitation of chil
dren” that is implicit in sales promotion 
aimed at parents below driver-license age.

The reason: minibikes “most emphatic
ally” are not safe. In 1973 more than 
75,000 children were injured riding them.

Features which make the minis maxi- 
dangerous, according to the Committee, 
include: short wheelbase and small tires; 
insufficient acceleration; inadequate brakes; 
small size which decreases visibility, and 
inadequate protection of drivers against 
collision.

The Committee statement recommended 
that “state legislatures outlaw the opera
ion of any motor vehicle by a person who 
does not have a full operator’s license for 
which he has qualified by an approved 
driver training program.”

At present approximately 2 million 
minibikes are in operation in the U.S., 
most with 10- to 14-year-olds astride.

NEW BOOKS

Thirty Days to a New You by Bruce Lar
son, Zondervan, 175 pp., $3.95. Each day 
will become an adventure in discovering 
God in new ways and seeing Him with new 
eyes as with a new heart if one follows this 
book.

Beyond the Cross and the Switchblade 
by David Wilkerson, Revell, 189 pp, $5.95. 
The long-awaited followup to the chilling 
best seller The Cross and the Switchblade.

Single by Marilyn McGinnis, Revell, 159 
pp., $4.95. At last, here is a guide for 
women who are both single and Christian 
that will help them make the most of their 
single years.

If Christ Is the Answer, What are the 
Questions by Tom Skinner, Zondervan. The 
author candidly and forctfully answers a 
variety of questions about controversial 
realities in our society.

Divorced by Suzanne Stewart, Zondervan, 
224 pp., paperback, $2.95. Share in the 
struggles the author encounters with this 
problem.

10 YEARSAGO t
Alexander Chavis, 72, a member of 

the Carson-Newman College faculty 
for 31 years died at his home in Jeffer
son City. He had been professor emeri
tus of physics and was recipient of the 
College’s Distinguished Alumni Award 
in 1962. He graduated from there in 
1922.

DREXEL CHURCH FURNISHINGS 
(Formerly Southern Desk Company)

Pews
Pulpit and Chancel Furnishings

Cataloguesand Design Assistance 
upon request

Phone: 704/322- 8380 
Dept. J, P. 0. Drawer 2187

Hickory, North Carolina 28601

Manley Chapel, mission of First 
Church, Morristown, organized into 
a church. Hudson Hicks was pastor 
of First Church and John Churchman 
was pastor of the new church.

For Sale New and Used Church Buses
POST and Co.

617 24th Street-Knoxville, Tenn. 37921
We paint and letter your bus your color 

CALL COLLECT—615-523-2102

(MM FMWi
At a price 

Any Church Can Afford 
Write or call

WAGONER BROS.
MFC. CO.

Phone: OR 5-2468 
Booneville, Arkansas
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At The Time You Need

Life-Saving Help The Most!
Send coupon below for FREE 
Information on An Intensive 
Care Policy that pays you up . 
to $100.00 A DAY FOR UP 
TO 30 DAYS.

Many of the Americans who 
go into the hospital every day 
with a serious sickness or injury 
are in a bad financial spot. In 
most cases, their present health 
insurance is not enough to cover 
today’s record-high medical 
costs, and especially the extra
ordinary costs of “intensive 
care” treatment!

But now, you can get a 
$100.00-a-day “intensive care” 
plan that can help solve this 
big financial problem at budget 
cost. This protection plan could 
make a big difference for you 
in a real emergency, when you 
need the best medical treatment 
money can buy! And, it’s avail
able to age 80.

This Intensive Care Policy 
doesn’t cover mental distur
bance, dental care, war or any 
act thereof, childbirth, abor
tion, miscarriage, injuries or 
sickness covered by Workmen’s 
Compensation, any services of 
the federal or state governments 
that you don’t'have to pay for, 
or any loss caused by the use 
of non-prescribed narcotics.

The coupon below will bring 
you—without cost or obliga
tion—the full story of how you 
can now get benefits of up to 
$100 A DAY for up to 30 days 
when a covered sickness or in
jury puts you in the Intensive 
Care or Cardiac Unit of any 
regular, general hospital. As 
long as your sickness or injury 
originates after the policy is in 
force, you receive full benefits 
from the very first day!

And, whether you need “in
tensive care” treatment or not, 
you also receive $7.14 a day 
for up to 50 weeks in the hos
pital to help with your other 
expenses. This plan includes 
benefits to help pay for blood 
transfusions and for emergency 
accident treatment. And all of 
your benefits are paid in addi
tion to your other insurance, 
including group or Medicare. 
So, you can spend the money 
wherever you think most neces
sary. The Intensive Care Plan 
is underwritten by Union Bank
ers Insurance Company, with 
assets of over 67 million dollars.

Just fill out and mail the cou
pon below for a free brochure 
that has all the facts about this 
wonderful plan. There’s abso
lutely no cost or obligation to 
get the whole story.

GET FREE INFORMATION ■ MAIL TODAY!

| Union Bankers Insurance Company
I P. 0. Box 11112
I Nashville, Tennessee 37211
I Please see that I get all the free facts on your new UB-774 
i Hospital Intensive Care Plan. I understand there is no 
I obligation.

NAME_________________________________________________

I ADDRESS ____________________________________________________________

| CITY—______________________ STATE____________________ ZIP_______________

UB-774B_J

Willed To The Devil
By Jonas L. Stewart 

Executive Secretary-Treasurer
The Beacon, published by 

Broadway Baptist Church of 
Memphis, reveals facts concern
ing an interesting will left by an 
infidel in Finland. The infidel 
willed his farm to the devil. The 
courts decided that the best way 
to carry out the wishes of the 
infidel was to permit the farm 
to grow up in weeds and briars, 
to allow the house and bam to 
remain unpainted and to rot 
down, and to permit the soil to 
erode and wash away. The court 
said, “The best way to let Satan 
have it is to do nothing.”

Many people don’t even go as 
far as the infidel. They die with
out a will. Some have a poorly 
prepared will. In some of these 
circumstances the waste is more 
disastrous than in the will of the 
infidel. The erosion of an estate 
by taxes, administrative costs 
court settlements can completely 
destroy its usefulness.

Most people have never con
sidered a Christian will whereby 
the cause of Christ which they have pro
fessed to love, continues to be supported 
after they are gone. Every Christian should 
consider whether Christ, taxes, courts, law
yers—or Satan will profit most by their 
estate.

Write Tennessee Baptist Foundation for 
information about preparing a Christian 
will—Dr. Jonas L. Stewart, Executive Secre
tary-Treasurer, P.O. Box 347, Brentwood, 
Tennessee 37027.

CHURCH FURNITURE
by LINDSEY

DIRECT FROM THE 
FACTORY—PEWS, PULPIT 
TABLES, CHAIRS, FIBRE- 
GLASS BAPTISTRIES AND 
CLASSROOM EQUIPMENT

PHONE 41S-742-2249 

BOX 429
LAWRENCEBURG, TENN. 28444
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