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Johnnie Hall Jr. To Assume 
Church Training Directorship

Johnnie Hall Jr., associate in the Church 
Training Department of the Tennessee Bap
tist Conventioun for the past 15 years, will 
assume the directorship of the department 
upon the retirement of Charles Norton, 
Dec. 31, 1975, according to an announce
ment from Ralph Norton, executive secre
tary-treasurer, TBC.

The executive secretary’s recommenda
tion of Hall was approved by the State Mis
sions Committee in its meeting Jan. 16.

Hall, a native of Rogersville, attended 
Carson-Newman College, is a graduate of 
Belmont College, and received the master 
of religious education degree from Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in 1964. He 
has been director of adult work and as
sociate in the Church Training Department 
since June 1, 1959. Prior to that time he 
was director of recreation and youth at 
Judson Church in Nashville where he was 
ordained as a deacon. He has served as a 
consultant in church administration and 
family ministries. He served interim pastor
ates at the Lincoln Road Church, Fayette
ville; Highland Church, Pulaski; and Maple
wood Church, Paris.

The son of Mrs. Mary Deliah Cook Hall 
and the late John Hall, he is married to the 
former Phyllis Hessey of Nashville. The 
couple has four children, Cynthia Anne, 
Letina Denise, Gregg Burton, and John 
Leroy.

Norton has served as director of the 
Church Training Department since 1943. 
He is a graduate of Carson-Newman Col
lege and attended Southern Baptist Theo
logical Seminary. Carson-Newman award
ed him the honorary doctor of divinity de
gree in 1968.

In denominational service, Norton was 
an associational missionary for the Ocoee 
Association from 1935-41; a trustee of the 
Baptist Sunday School Board for nine 
years; and was pastor of the Tyner Church 
in Chattanooga and the Tabernacle Church 
in Chattanooga.

He is a member of the Judson Church in 
Nashville where he is an ordained deacon.

Layman Travels To Honduras To Witness, Work
Because of what he felt was a Christian 

obligation and because of what he con
sidered a God-given talent in the field of 
carpentry, Bill Cunningham, a layman from 
Union City First Church is spending two 
weeks in Honduras witnessing and aiding 
in the reconstruction of houses and 
churches.

The “call” came to Cunningham and to 
other members of First Church when they 
heard of the recent disasters, sickness, and 
death in that small country. Members of 
the church expressed concern, according 
to R. L. Armour, director of associational 
missions, and Cunningham went into action. 
A department foreman at the Goodyear 
Plant, he requested permission to take a 
two weeks’ vacation at this time in order 
to travel to the country and offer his serv
ices along with the missionaries serving 
from the Foreign Mission Board. Permis
sion was granted, and church members 
voted to finance his venture.

While on the site, (Jan. 27-Feb. 10), Cun
ningham will aid in the reconstruction of 
schools, houses (relocation of 230 families 
in San Pedro Sula), a church in Las Brisas, 
and a church in San Pedro Sulaj The trip 
will be climaxed by a special mission to 
Tegucigalpa, Honduras, Feb. 8-10.

W. Fred Kendall II, pastor of the Union 
City Church, stated, “The prayer of First 
Baptist Church, Union City, is that doors 
of witness to the transforming power of

Coming Events

Feb. 9-16—WMU Focus Week.
Feb. 19, 20, 21—Choral-Instrumental 

Workshop, Carson-Newman College, 
Jefferson City.

Feb. 21, 22—State And Associational 
Brotherhood Officers Meeting, TBC 
Building, Brentwood.

Feb. 21-22—Handbell Festivals, Smoky 
Shadows Conference Center, Pigeon 
Forge.

Feb. 21-22—Handbell Festivals, Highland 
Heights Baptist Church, Memphis.

Feb. 27-28—Choir Festivals.
Feb. 28-Mar. 1—State BSU Sports Week

end, Cookeville.

Christ be opened or entered through the 
presence, work, and witness of Bill Cun
ningham. Our church desired to minister di
rectly to the wounds of the world.”

Belmont Students To Share
In Abe Lincoln Awards

Four Belmont College students will be 
among eight Buryi Red Singers appearing 
at the sixth national Abe Lincoln Awards, 
Feb. 13 in Fort Worth, Tex., according to 
information from the Southern Baptist 
Radio and Television Commission.

The annual Abe Lincoln Awards, spon
sored by the commission to honor broad
casters who have made paramount achieve
ment to their communities and their indus
try, will be filmed this year by ABC for 
editing and airing on Feb. 23 during the 
network’s “Directions” program.

The Belmont students include Andra and 
Sandra Bradley, Nashville, members of the 
Two Rivers Baptist Church in Nashville; 
James Gorin, Port Arthur, Tex., a mem
ber of Nashville First Church; and Warren 
Peterson, Beeville, Tex., a member of the 
McKendree United Methodist Church in 
Nashville.

The young people will work under the di
rection of Buryi Red, the New York com
poser who is a consultant with the Radio 
and Television Commission.



interpretation

Loving The Unseen Lord
By Herschel H. Hobbs

“Whom having not seen, ye love; in 
whom, though now ye see him not, yet be
lieving, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and 
full of glory: receiving the end of your 
faith, even the salvation of your souls.”—1 
Peter 1:8-9

Peter’s readers who lived in Asia Minor 
had not seen Jesus in the flesh. Neverthe
less they loved Him. “Love” translates the 
Greek verb for the highest kind of love, 
that which God has for us and which Chris
tians should have for Him. It was this 
love to which Jesus challenged Peter, and 
which at the time he failed to respond (John 
21:15-17). This cited passage hinges on 
different words for love. Twice Jesus used 
the word for the highest love; twice Peter 
responded with a lower word for love as 
a friend. The third time, Jesus used the 
word Peter used. When Peter failed to rise 
to Jesus’ level, He came down to Peter’s. 
This was what grieved Peter. Who better 
than Peter could emphasize the need for 
this highest love?

They loved the unseen Lord through their 
faith in Him. The “unspeakable” joy is 
one which cannot be uttered in human lan
guage. It was a glorified joy too deep 
and/or high for words.
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The result of this faith and love is that 
they received the “end” of their faith, the 
salvation of their souls. “End” renders 
a word meaning “goal.” So salvation is the 
culmination of their faith. Though they 
had not seen Jesus they had experienced 
Him.

These verses in a peculiar sense speak to 
Christians today. Not having seen the 
Lord, yet they believe in Him. Thus they 
have present salvation, and look forward 
to the goal of their faith—full salvation 
when in their resurrected bodies they shall 
see Him face to face. And then the re
joicing and glory of the present will be en
hanced beyond measure. Peter’s words here 
reflect Jesus’ words to Thomas in John 
20:29. He had heard them, and here refers 
to them even before John’s Gospel was 
written.

By Jim. Griffith

“Waging a war against noise,” the 
Environmental Quality Board is re
quiring churches of Puerto Rico to 
take steps to reduce the volume of 
sound produced by their services.

Apparently, the powers that be feel 
that no noise is good noise. They 
don’t mind having a little enthusiasm 
in church—just so it isn’t noised 
around.

But the mystery is how the Board 
ever heard what it considers as exces
sive noise. There is so much noise 
today that it is difficult to notice any
thing short of the testing room at the 
bass drum factory.

Admittedly, some do prefer a quiet 
church service which may be condu
cive to worship and is certainly con
ducive to sleep. Others will take some 
commotion in preference to no emo
tion.

Still, the Environmental Board 
should enjoy success until the lead 
soprano in a church choir is told that 
she must cut down on her “noise.” 
After that, there may be some ques
tion as to whether the board succeeded 
in decreasing the noise or causing a 
loud explosion.

Devotional

The Majesty Of Differences
By Mrs. James E. Lee

Some time ago we read in the Baptist And 
Reflector of one of our music conferences 
that was held out West. No plainer example 
can be given to show God’s dealing with 
His creation in spite of all their differences 
of emotional and intellectual expression. 
The music conference revealed this fact 
in an impressive manner.

On the program we found simple gospel 
music, “high” church anthems, staunch tra
ditional hymns. All were presented as 
varying examples of man’s expression of 
worship to Him we love. The music was all 
different in spite of their unifying theme of 
praise for our God and His Son Jesus 
Christ.

Why? Clearly because we are each cre
ated with a “majesty of differences”; differ
ences in intellect; differences in the expres
sion of our emotions; But most important, 
differences in our spiritual development and 
personality. A good example of these dif
ferences of human vessels can be found 
by looking at Amos and Hosea of the Old 
Testament. On one hand we see the hard
hitting, condemnation of Amos while over 
against this was the loving, tender under
standing expressed by Hosea. Both were 
godly men; both were committed to service 
to God. These men were strong in their 
differences.

Such strength will come to us too as we 
recognize how we differ. For it would seem 
that if we can make a positive recognition 
of the existence of these differences we can 
take the first step to a new era of spiritual 
dedication and cooperation. We can have 
a new era of Christian service. For if we 
can see these differences as expressions of 
God’s creativity, we can begin to blend 
them into a type of unity.

This blending of our differences can only 
be done through God’s power. And it needs 
to be done so that the supreme objective of 
Christs’ as given in the Great Commission 
can be vitally carried out.

Note: Mrs. Lee is wife of the pastor of the 
Highland Park Church in Lawrenceburg.

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR 
Brings You News First

Page 2 Baptist And Reflector



An Inside View Of BSU
By Dave

I was a 98-pound weakling. At least I 
felt like one. Actually I was a new fresh
man at the University of Tennessee, Knox

ville.
Two and a half years 

ago this month, I came 
to UT. I was lonely and 
anxious; in need of 
friends and affirmation. 
Beginning then and con
tinuing ever since, the 
Baptist Student Union 
has met my needs.

BSU has meant many 
things to me. Probably 
the single most impor
tant thing it has meant 

has been fellowship. Fellow BSUers have 
shared my joys, eased my pain, accepted 
me into their lives, and opened themselves 
to me. Without such a fellowship, I could 
not have accepted the risks of venturing 
out, of growing, of becoming.

Once I became secure enough to seek 
growth, I found that BSU provides many 
opportunities for growth. It provides op
portunities because it is a student organi
zation. It is not only designed for students, 
but it is largely run by them too.

Students plan programs, lead study 
groups, analyze the effectiveness of present 
programs, and set goals. As I became in
volved in the activities of the BSU, I found 
that I was called upon to help with some 
of these activities. Soon, I was in charge 
of a weekly noon luncheon program called 
Noonday.

As I struggled with the responsibilities of 
this position, I discovered just how much 
other BSUers loved me. My fellow students 
and the BSU director were willing to help 
at any time, but more than that, they were 
willing to give me enough freedom to fail.

I quickly learned that this freedom to 
fail was essential if I was to learn and 
grow in new situations. As I assumed vari
ous positions of responsibility, I found that 
I was free to try new approaches, to work in 
each situation in my own unique way. There 
were no restrictions, but there was always 
support and understanding when things 
went wrong.

Each experience of growth seemed to 
open on another. Noonday chairman, 
youth director in a local church, spring 
missions, speaker on a student team to 
local churches, BSU president: each of these 
responsibilities called forth new abilities, 
new gifts.

As I reflect back over two years of BSU 
involvement, I would like to express my ap-

Shearon is president of the Baptist Student 
Union, University of Tennessee, Knoxville.

Shearon

preciation to the Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion and to the Knox County Association 
of Baptists for making possible a BSU at 
UT-Knoxville. I know other BSUers across 
the state have similar feelings of thankful
ness for the BSU on their campus.

I feel that my experiences pretty well 
typify the meaning and purpose of BSU. 
Many students come to college feeling like 
98-pound weaklings; many of us feel that 
way time and time again during our years 
in school. BSU is there as a spiritual gym
nasium to help us grow to where our old 
fears and limitations can no longer kick 
sand in our faces.

Each student has different needs and dif
ferent abilities, and BSU offers each a 
unique place to love and be loved, to ven
ture out in new areas of service. After all, 
that’s what growing is all about.

Meade Named BSSB
Guidance Consultant

Robert D. Meade, assistant to the presi
dent at Midwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Kansas City for the past six 
years, was named vocational guidance con
sultant in the Baptist Sunday School Board’s 
Church Administration Department, accord
ing to Howard Foshee, secretary.

In his new position, Meade will be re
sponsible for implementing plans to assure 
a maximum number of church vocations 
volunteers and will also work with leaders 
of SBC agencies, programs and institutions 
regarding vocational guidance needs.

A native of Missouri, Meade has served 
as a pastor and youth director and was on 
the faculty at Ridgecrest and Glorieta Bap
tist Conference Centers.

The first conference for Tennessee Baptists* full-time evangelists was held prior to 
the convening of the State Evangelistic Conference in Nashville. The group’s out
going president David Walker of Cleveland, second from left, congratulates incoming 
president Jack Custer of Lebanon. Henry Linginfelter, center left, Alcoa, was elected 
vice president, and Roy Corum, Corryton, secretary-treasurer. Dick Barrett, Bremen, 
Ga., was guest singer for the conference.

John A. Fincher (left) Carson-New
man president, receives a check from 
Herbert J. Miles (center) establishing a 
memorial scholarship in memory of 
Miles’ wife Dorothy Wilson Miles. The 
scholarship will be awarded to an out
standing voice major. Looking on is 
Louis Ball, chairman of C-N’s Music 
Department.

English Baptists, Anglicans & 
Methodists Share Church

NORTHAMPTON, Eng.—A sunken 
baptistry for observance of baptism by 
immersion and an 18th century marble font 
for christening stand side-by-side in Em
manuel Church here, where leaders of three 
denominations took part in dedication 
services.

Baptists, Anglicans and Methodists share 
ownership, membership and ministry in the 
new church, located in the Weston Favell 
Centre with shopping mall, schools, com
munity theater and sports center.

Financing of the church facility came 
from local Baptist congregations, Anglican 
Church commissioners and the Methodist 
Rank Trust.

The church is staffed by a Baptist, 
Methodist and two Anglican ministers, a 
report by European Baptist Press (EPBS) 
noted. (BP)
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Cooperative Program

Golden Anniversary
Almost one and one-half billion dollars for missions!

That is the record of Southern Baptists in their giving 
through the Cooperative Program, in the fifty years since it 
was adopted as the convention budget program in 1925.

It is probable that this is a record unmatched in the annals 
of Christendom.

What a mighty service this program has rendered, as it has 
been used of God in leading Southern Baptists into great mis
sion advance through this half century.

Meaning
What does this Cooperative Program anniversary mean?

It means fifty years of service of a great budget plan for 
what is now America’s largest evangelical denomination.

It means fifty years of mission support all across America, 
and literally around the world.

It means fifty years of the existence of a lifeline for vast 
areas of Baptist work beyond the local churches.

It means fifty years of efficient operation of the program of " ~ 
a great convention.

It means fifty years of opportunity for the smallest church 
to have part in world missions.

It means fifty years in which a single individual could have 
a part in everything that Southern Baptists are doing across 
America and to the ends of the earth.

It means fifty years of preaching, teaching, building, minis
tering and serving.

It means fifty years of growth of mission work in the as
sociations, in the state, across the nation, and in more than 
eighty foreign countries.

It means fifty years of glorifying God by a denomination 
which had heard the words of Jesus, “As the Father hath 
sent me, even so send I you.”

God Leading
God was surely leading Southern Baptists in 1925 when 

they adopted the concept of the Cooperative Program as the 
plan for mission support in the convention.

Prior to that time mission giving had been more or less 
spasmodic, with one agency getting the most funds in one 
area, and another in another. It often was according to who 
got there first, and had the most effective fund raiser.

Then came the Seventy-Five Million Campaign from 1919- 
24 when Southern Baptist mission giving took a giant step 
forward. In that five years the churches gave about as much 

to missions, or possibly more, than they had given in the 
previous seventy-five years of their history. Moreover, they 
had given it to be divided proportionately among the agen
cies. It was true that not all of the pledges of $93,000,000 
were paid, and institutions and agencies made the mistake of 
going into debt on the basis of pledges. Yet, the $58,000,000 
that actually was given, brought great mission advance and 
God taught Southern Baptists the lesson of making gifts for 
all departments of the work, and dividing it proportionately 
according to need, by a set plan.

This was one of the factors from which the Cooperative 
Program came into existence, and now, after fifty years, it 
still continues to be the very best plan that Southern Baptists 
have found for carrying on their mission work.

The Cooperative Program is a voluntary giving program, 
supported by the churches on the basis of their own autono
mous decision. It does not take away any privilege of direct 
gifts to certain agencies or causes. Indeed, under Southern 
Baptist practice, designated giving is encouraged.

A Basic Plan
Yet, thousands of churches have found the Cooperative 

Program to be the best basic plan for their sharing in mission 
giving, and support of the program has grown through the 
years. Adjustments and changes according to needs are made 
by convention messengers year by year, on recommendation 
from the Executive Committee.

As a result of the broad support of the Cooperative Pro
gram the undesignated gifts for missions have increased from 
$4,336,312 in 1925 to $100,583,695 in 1973. The Anni
versary goal for 1975 is $128,500,000 and the goal of 1976 
is $150,000,000.

During the fifty years, total gifts through the Cooperative 
Program have been $1,441,304,000. This is almost one and 
one-half billion dollars. More than one-half billion of this 
has gone for Southern Baptist Convention causes, while the 
remainder has been used in the states.

This is a mission giving record unequaled by any other 
group in this same period.

Moreover, the Cooperative Program has been a mighty 
unifying force for Southern Baptists.

It also has led the convention in continuous expansion of 
its Christian witness.

4

It has kept Southern Baptist programs balanced.
It has provided strength and security for all of the agencies 

and institutions, in that assurance was given of adequate sup
port for approved programs. ’

Such a program is worthy of praise. I

God should be given glory for leading the convention into 
it, and in the continuing use of it.

The fiftieth anniversary celebration should be a glorious 
one, since the program has meant so much in the convention 
life.—Joe T. Odle, editor, The Baptist Record, Miss.
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Do Baptists Have a Creed?

The Baptist Faith and Message — Creed or Confession?
Recently I received a letter from the 

editor of one of our state Baptist papers. 
He referred to “The Baptist Faith and 
Message” adopted by the Southern Baptist 
Convention in 1963 as a “magnificent” con
fession of faith generally held by Southern 
Baptists. But he also pointed out that 
“some of the brethren are taking the posi
tion that Southern Baptists are becoming 
a creedal denomination because of the mis
use of the statement.”

This brief article is not intended to take 
sides in various doctrinal problems faced 
by some churches, associations or state 
conventions. Rather it is to point out that 
to endeavor to make “The Baptist Faith 
and Message” a creed is to ignore the in
tent of the committee which presented it 
and of the Southern Baptist Convention 
session which adopted it.

In order to understand any book one 
should first read its “Introduction.” For 
it is here that the author states his ap
proach and purpose in writing it. The same 
holds true with “The Baptist Faith and 
Message.” In seeking to interpret and ap
ply this statement one should read the 
preamble. Otherwise he may find himself 
abusing rather than using this statement. 
Such procedure may easily distort a con
fession into a creed, something that was/is 
never intended for it. The preamble colors 
the correct interpretation and use of the 
body of the statement.

The committee which drew up this 
statement relied heavily upon and fol
lowed the spirit of the preamble to the 
1925 statement of the Southern Baptist 
Convention. This original statement recog
nized “that any group of Baptists, large 
or small, have the inherent right to draw 
up for themselves and publish to the world 
a confession of their faith whenever they 
may think it advisable to do so.” This is 
preceded by the avowal that the commit
tee did not regard this or any other con
fession as “complete statements of our 
faith, having any quality of finality or in
fallibility.” They further pointed out “that 
the sole authority for faith and practice 
among Baptists is the Scriptures of the Old 
and New Testaments.” (The 1963 commit
tee stated that the “criterion by which the 
Bible is to be interpreted is Jesus Christ.”) 
Confessions are only guides in interpreta
tion, having no authority over the con
science.

The 1963 committee added for empha
sis and summary the following statement. 
“A living faith must experience a growing

By Herschel H. Hobbs

understanding of truth and must be con
tinually interpreted and related to the 
Sneeds of each generation. Throughout 
their history Baptist bodies, both large 
and small have issued statements of faith 
which comprise a consensus of their be
liefs. Such statements have never been 
regarded as complete, infallible state
ments of faith, nor as official creeds carry
ing mandatory authority (writer’s bold
face type). Thus this generation of South
ern Baptists is in historic succession of 
intent and purpose as it endeavors to state 
for its time and theological climate those 
articles of the Christian faith which are 
most surely held among us.

“Baptists emphasize the soul’s compe
tency before God, freedom in religion and 
the priesthood of the believer. However, 
this emphasis should not be interpreted to 
mean that there is an absence of certain 
definite doctrines that Baptists believe, 
cherish and with which they have been 
and are now closely identified.”

Now it is one thing to write and adopt 
a confession of faith. It is quite another 
thing to apply it in given situations. It 
should be noted, however, that a misap
plication defeats the very purpose of the 
statement. However, some observations 
may be appropriately made.

Certainly this statement should be in
terpreted in terms of the Scriptures, not

The author was formerly pastor of First 
Church, Oklahoma City. He served as chairman 
of the committee which drew up the statement of 
faith adopted by the Southern Baptist Convention 
at Kansas City in 1963. He is recognized as an 
outstanding preacher and author among Southern 
Baptists.

statement. However, some observations 
by any one school of thought derived 
from a man or group of men. “What 
saith the Scriptures?” Not “What says 
tradition?” Neither should any person or 
church just believe anythiing it wishes and 
claim to be “Baptist.” The Bible inter
preted in the light of Jesus Christ under 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit should be 
the determining factor, not convenience 
or expediency. Like the Bereans one 
should search the Scriptures to see if these 
things are so (Acts 17:11). Furthermore, 
no one Baptist or group of such should 
endeavor to force his or their particular 
shade of belief upon another or others. 
To do this is to violate the very heart of 
our faith which is soul competency before 
God.

Each Baptist body (local church, associ
ation, convention) is autonomous. No one 
exercises authority over another. But each 
determines its own constituency. “The 
Baptist Faith and Message” reads, “This 
local church is an autonomous body, oper
ating through democratic processes under 
the Lordship of Jesus Christ.” This may 
be said of each Baptist body. Which means 
none should do as it pleases but as Christ 
pleases or wills. “Unity in diversity” is at 
the heart of all Baptist fellowship. Speak 
the truth as one feels led of the Spirit to 
see it. But speak it in love (Eph. 4:15).

As the committee drawing up “The 
Baptist Faith and Message considered the 
“Lord’s Supper” one member proposed a 
statement of close communion of the tight
est sort. Another said, in effect, “That 
would please the Baptists of my state. But 
we must remember that we are drawing 
up a statement of faith, not for one state 
or region, but for all Southern Baptists. 
It must be flexible enough for all of them 
to live with it.” If such an attitude prevails 
among Southern Baptists they can and will 
resolve any problems of faith.

But by all means do not ignore the 
preamble. Without it the Southern Bap
tist Convention would not have adopted 
the statement. No Baptist or group of 
Baptists should ignore it in interpretation. 
For to do so makes it a creed and not a 
confession of faith. Cut out a man’s heart 
and he dies. Cut out the preamble and this 
statement dies as to its intent and purpose. 
—Reprinted from Baptist Messenger, Janu
ary 9, 1975.

Note: Dr. Hobbs is also the author of “In
terpretations," weekly feature carried in the Baptist 
And Reflector. /

Thursday, February 6, 1975 Page 5



First in Series

Southern Baptist Convention
Pioneer Movement Beginnings

By Everett Hulltim Jr. and Kim Watson For Baptist Press

No air conditioning existed then, and the 
4,774 registered “messengers” to the 1942 
annual meeting of the Southern Baptist 
Convention—their shirts and dresses wet 
with sweat—sat in the oven-dry confines of 
San Antonio’s Municipal Auditorium. 
Listening, nodding, amening, dozing, they 
kept alive the paper-shuffling, humming 
undercurrent of all conventions as they 
talked to old friends, neighbors and new 
acquaintances.

On the afternoon of the third day—a hot, 
cloudless Monday—J. B. Rounds a mes
senger from Oklahoma, made his crucial 
motion.

Many in the hall had looked to avoid a 
floor fight when, moments before, the com
mittee that had been studying the question 
under debate moved to continue its work 
an additional year. But Rounds would have 
none of that.
Precedent-Setting Motion

“After a careful study of the situation 
and in consideration of the provisions of 
the constitution and by-laws of this conven
tion,” Rounds moved in his minority re
port, “we recommend that the Southern 
Baptist General Convention of the State of 
California be admitted to membership in the 
Southern Baptist Convention.”

More followed, but few heard it. The de
bate that had been anticipated for weeks— 
state Baptist papers had trumpeted its pros 
and cons—was begun. And the vote, when 
it finally came, was close.

No one ever seemed to notice it was prec
edent setting in that a state convention— 
not messengers from churches—was ad
mitted to SBC membership. Nevertheless, 
the motion carried.

“That may have been the most meaning
ful decision in Southern Baptist Convention 
life since it was founded in 1845,” says 
Bill Hunke, a regional coordinator for the 
SBC Home Mission Board, reflecting on 
the significance of the vote.
Conditions, Growth Influence Vote

Among other things, the vote was a prod
uct of the times. The conditions of the 
1930s had begun hurling Southerners, in
cluding thousands of Southern Baptists, 
around the nation. In the fierce, desperate 
heat of the depression and the dustbowl, 
Texans’ and Oklahomans’ and Arkansans’ 
roots dried up and they were blown toward 
California. In a decade, the Pacific coast 
Editor’s Note: This is the beginning of a three- 
part series on the Southern Baptist Convention 
expansion from 19 state conventions in 1942 with 
3.7 million members to 33 state conventions with 
12.3 million members covering 50 states in 1974. 
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state grew by a million people, more than 
one third of them from the Southwest.

They came from what was then a pre
dominantly rural-oriented, deep South- 
saturated Southern Baptist Convention, 
made up of 15 state conventions and bom 
in the 1800s. Four newcomers, formed be
tween 1906 and 1928, were beginning to 
indicate the broader approach of years to 
come.

The 15 older state conventions were 
Alabama, Arkansas, District of Columbia, 
Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, 
Maryland, Mississippi, Missouri, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas 
and Virginia.

The newer conventions, founded even 
before the expansive pioneer thrust into 
new areas, were Oklahoma (1906), Illinois 
(1907), New Mexico (1912) and Arizona 
(1928).

With those 19 state conventions in the 
fold with some 3.7 million members, the 
stage was set for expansion which has re
sulted, today, in 33 state conventions 
covering 50 states and counting 34,665 
churches with 12.3 million members. This 
makes up the nation’s largest Protestant
evangelical denomination.

The numbers do not include the SBC’s 
foreign missions enterprise, the world’s 
largest overseas missionary program, which 
has 2,579 missionaries in 81 nations and 
some 6,900 overseas churches with some 
807,356 members.

The Home Mission Board has about 2,200 
missionaries under appointment throughout 
the U.S.,

The people who started that great thrust, 
propelling Southern Baptists off dead cen
ter, were primarily plain, farming people. 
As the nation’s conditions launched them 
into new territory throughout the United 
States, they brought their own culture, tra
ditions, lifestyle and religious expression.

But they found no churches like they had 
at home, so these 1930s Johnny Apple
seeds planted the seeds of eventual SBC 
growth by starting new ones. They began, 
almost by accident, an expansion program 
in the U.S. which the Home Mission Board 
and workers in the new areas now pursue by 
design.

The first new church of the SBC Pioneer 
Movement was begun at Shafter, Calif., in 
1936, where the California conventions 
was organized in 1942.
Avenues Opened

The beginnings of SBC expansion in 
Shafter were followed by that 1942 vote 
which proved a pivotal decision in the SBC

By William C. Summar
It was on a cold Tuesday morning in 

January at the Evangelism Conference of 
the Tennessee Baptist Convention. While 
enjoying a complimentary cup of hot cof
fee with friends from across Tennessee a 
pastor friend of long standing proudly 
said, “Our church has increased Co-opera
tive Program giving for this year, we are 
giving a $1000 a month.” To whom I re
plied with a happy, “Thank you, knowing 
your interest in missions, I am not sur
prised, tell me about it.”

In essence this is what he told me.
This church has been giving $800 per 

month for a few years. The pastor had 
thought that a $100 a month increase 
would be about right. While the budget 
planning committee was meeting the Co
operative Program came under considera
tion. Nothing had been said about an 
increase in mission support until now. What 
was to be done about it? In the discussion, 
one of the men expressed a deep and 
sincere conviction about the responsibility 
a church has in the support of missions. He 
thought this church had been selfish in 
spending too much on herself and sharing 
too little of her funds for world missions. 
To him this was not taking seriously the 
Great Commission. His suggestion was to 
increase the Cooperative Program giving 
from $800 per month to $1,000 per month. 
This was agreeable with the committee, and 
it was enthusiastically approved by the 
church.

This pastor acted wisely. He let them 
do it.

A wise pastor, with even one concerned 
and knowledgeable layman, can make a 
big difference in what a church does about 
the Great Commission.

development. It shattered the unwritten 
comity agreement between Southern and 
Norhern Baptists and opened wide avenues 
for SBC action in states outside the tra
ditional southern tier.

Yet it is doubtful that the messengers 
realized the full implications or full im
pact of that moment. At stake was more 
than the traditional geographic bastion be
hind which Southern Baptists had tarried for 
a century.

By accepting messengers from churches 
so far from its established borders, the con
vention, tacitly, not only jeoardized al
ready strained Baptist interregional relation
ships but also forced Southern Baptists to 
forge a new philosophy of growth.

In years ahead, their structures, plan
nings, ideas of themselves and understand
ing of their faith would be reexamined and 
clarified. And, at the least, they would 
stumble into a new consciousness of their 
place and direction, a consciousness that 
would color all their judgments, goals, 
understandings, attitudes—a consciousness 
that would become their future.

Baptist And Reflector



UNIFORM LESSON SERIES
Sunday School Lesson for Sunday, February 9,1975

A Serving People
By Dr. Roy Helton, Prof. Emeritus of Religion, Belmont College, Nashville

LESSON TEXTS: I Peter 2:9; 2 Cor. 8:1-7; James 2:14-17

If people of God are to be a Serving 
People they must work together, excel in 
self-giving, and practice as well as profess 
their faith.

Working Together as a People of God 
I Peter 2:9

A Spartan king boasted to a visiting mon
arch about the walls of Sparta. The visiting 
monarch could see no evidence of walls 
about the city. So he asked, “Where are 
these walls about which you boast?” The 
Spartan king pointed to his bodyguard of 
stalwart Spartan soldiers. “These,” he re
plied, “are the walls of Sparta, and every 
man of them a brick.”

Peter (2:5) had said, “like living stones 
be yourselves built into a spiritual house.” 
A brick or a stone lying by itself is of little 
consequence. It is only as it is built into a 
useful structure that it realizes its function 
and reason for existence. Likewise the in
dividual Christian who chooses to remain 
alone in his Christian endeavors is of little 
help in carrying out the mission of a people 
of God. To fully realize his destiny he must 
be built into the fabric and edifice of the 
church. Peter draws upon the Old Testa
ment vocabulary to describe Christians as 
a people of God in four ways: (1) A 
“Chosen Race” takes us back to the giving 
of the Covenant (Lev. 19:5, 6) in which 
God promised the Hebrews that they should 
be specially his people and He would be 
uniquely their God upon condition of their 
obedience. From this reference to the cove
nant relation with the Hebrews, we learn 
that the Christian is chosen for the privilege 
of a unique relationship to God as Father, 
for complete obedience to the will of God 
as revealed in Jesus Christ, and for service 
as an expression of his gratitude for being 
chosen. (2) A “royal priesthood” offers both 
a privilege and a responsibility. The priv
ilege of access to God was rare and precious 
and belonged only to the priest and the 
High priest. But the right of this access im
poses upon the Christian the responsibility 
to offer his work, his worship, and himself 
to God. (3) A “holy nation” imposes upon 
the Christian and the Christian body the 
obligation to be different from the world. A 
Christian or a church conformed to the 
pattern of the world is of no help to a world 
in darkness. (4) “God’s own people” is 
an expression which enhances the worth 
of those to whom it is applied. Many an 
object is quite ordinary until we are told 
that it was owned by some person of high 
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position and great esteem. To be God’s 
own is to be of great value.

All of these titles point to one great 
mission for the people of God: “that you 
may declare the wonderful deeds of him 
who called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light.” This can best be done by 
working together.

Excelling in Self-Giving 2 Cor. 8:1-7
The offering for the poor at Jerusalem 

was much on Paul’s heart. He had planned 
for it for a long time. Due to trouble and 
poverty in the churches in Macedonia and 
Greece the plans had been interrupted. 
Corinth had been especially troublesome 
for Paul. He had made at least one special 
visit to try to quell the trouble.: He had 
written two or three letters before writing 
this one. Things had finally straightened out 
at Corinth and Paul makes a fivefold plea 
for them to complete their interrupted plans 
for the offering. First he appealed to the 
superb example of the Macedonians who 
were in extreme poverty, yet they begged 
for the opportunity to share in this offer
ing, and did so even beyond their means. 
More importantly, they first gave them
selves to the Lord (w. 1-5). Second, he 
cited the example of Christ (v. 9) who 
though he was rich became poor for their 
sake so that by his poverty they might be
come rich, Third, he appealed to their own 
past record (v. 6) in which Titus had led 
them before the interruption. Fourth, he 
pointed out the necessity of putting good 
impulse ino good action, (v. 7). How many 
good impulses die every day because we 
fail to put them into action. Fifth, Paul 
hints that life has a way of evening up the 
score in the end (v. 15).

The most important statement in Paul’s 
plea to these people in Corinth was, “first 
they gave themselves to the Lord.” (v. 5). 
No one knows how many gave so com
pletely. No one knows just how poor they 
were, but we know that they longed to 
share with the church at Jerusalem. It has 
been observed that it is the poor who give 
to the poor because they know the meaning 
of poverty.

Professing and Practicing Janies 2:14-17
All kinds of arguments have been used 

to assert that James and Paul contradict 
each other about the place of faith and 
works in salvation. There is little need for 
such debate. James is not attacking Paul’s 
theory of salvation by grace through faith.

Union Bible Conference
Set For March 10-12

The Fourth Annual Spring Bible Con
ference will be held at Union University 
March 10-12.

Theme of the three-day meeting will be 
“People of God.” Daily study sessions, 
musical presentations, and special worship 
programs will be featured with outstanding 
personalities leading in the events.

Huber Drumwright, dean of the school 
of theology, Southwestern Baptist The
ological Seminary, Ft. Worth, Texas, will 
serve as the teacher for the New Testament 
studies.

Joe Tuten, pastor, Calvary Baptist 
Church, Jackson, Miss., will lead the Old 
Testament studies.

Wayne Dehoney, pastor, Walnut Street 
Baptist Church, Louisville, Ky., will be 
the biblical preacher with Russell Newport, 
businessman from Springfield, Mo., pre
senting the special music. Carlys Scates, 
minister of music, First Church, Jackson, 
will lead the congregational singing.

Climax of the conference will be on 
Wednesday evening with services led by 
Ramsey Pollard, pastor emeritus, Bellevue 
Church, Memphis. His sermon will be re
lated to the “People of God” theme.

More than 2500 church workers and lay
men throughout West Tennessee and sur
rounding states are expected to attend the 
annual affair.

He is attacking a perversion of the right 
relation between faith and works. The situ
ation with which Paul and James begin are 
different. In James’ case people were in dire 
need due to famine and persecution. Jewish 
Christians had shut up their hearts and re
fused to help them. James says that their 
faith is empty pretense because it does not 
demonstrate its reality in deeds. Paul was 
dealing wih a people who were trying to 
make works the way of salvation. James 
was dealing with a people who were trying 
to make orthodoxy a way of salvation. Paul 
was speaking against the gospel of works. 
James was talking about the works of the 
gospel.

What about your faith? Who knows you 
have it? Faith is invisible as long as it is ex
pressed in a confession, a creed, or a state
ment of faith. James says, “even the devil 
is orthodox. He believes in one God.” 
(cf. 2:19). Look at the list of particulars 
which James posts against people who pro
fess, but do not practice. One may claim 
faith but (1) does not bridle his tongue 1:26, 
(2) does not visit the needy 1:27a, (3) does 
not keep himself unspotted from the world 
1:27b, (4) does not carry out the royal law 
of love 2:8. (5) shows partiality 2:20-24, (6) 
withholds mercy when people need it 2:18. 
How many of these examples have some
thing to say to you? Does your answer to 
your self-examination allow you to be called 
a serving person?
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Mrs. Dorothy Fore Honored. At 
Foundation Board Meeting

Jonas L. Stewart, executive secretary-treasurer, Tennessee Baptist Foundation, 
presents Mrs. Dorothy Fore an engraved plaque in appreciation of her 20 years’ 
service to the Foundation office. Mrs. Fore is executive assistant and head book
keeper. The presentation was made during the annual meeting of the Foundation’s 
Board of Trustees, held recently at the TBC Executive Board office building in Brent
wood.

The Board of Trustees of the Tennessee 
Baptist Foundation met in annual session at 
the Tennessee Baptist Convention Building 
in Brentwood Jan. 24, and heard the report 
of executive secretary and treasurer Jonas 
L. Stewart.

Stewart reported the total value of re
corded permanent assets as of Oct. 31, 1974 
at $6,346,154.17 with short term invest
ments for Union University at $468,053.96 
amounting to total assets of $6,814,208.13. 
In income paid out, Stewart said that the 
strong cash position gained earlier, plus 
new money and the sale of other assets, 
gave the Foundation an opportunity to 
profit from the recent high interest rates. 
“This, together with other activities of the 
investment committee, has given us our best 
year in earned income,” he pointed out.

Total income distributed was $382,066.34.
At a luncheon for the trustees and their 

wives, Mrs. Dorothy Fore, executive assis
tant and bookkeeper, was presented with a 
plaque, and sterling silver candelabra from 
the board in appreciation for 20 years of 
service with the Tennessee Baptist Founda
tion. She received a corsage during the 
Board Meeting, and the meeting and lunch
eon were dedicated to her.

The pool fund returned 8.85 percent 
earnings on book value and 7.77 percent 
on market value. This does not include 
capital gains distribution. Return on total 
assets held was 7.70 percent. Income dis
tributed to all causes since the Founda
tion was chartered in 1938 has been $3,- 
459,038.57. Distribution from 1968 
through 1974 was $1,994,558.98.

Regarding contributions to existing funds, 
Stewart said that three individual clients 
have made contributions to their existing 
funds, with gifts ranging from $200 to 
$56,500. Information was provided during 
the year to clients and/or their attorneys 
that resulted in the preparation of 71 wills 
and trust agreements reported to the 
Foundation and in which they were named 
as beneficiary.

Trustees learned also that the sale of 
the Butler Farm in Arkansas (210 acres) 
was completed with net proceeds to the 
Foundation of $189,000. This was accom
plished in spite of a lease contract for 
$6000 annually to the Foundation that runs 
through $1975. The new owner will honor 
the existing contract. The farm came to 
the Foundation several years ago through 
the will of the late Louise Butler of Ripley, 
Tenn. The income is paid to Union Uni
versity.

Stewart reported that the Wert Hanks 
estate, Tipton County, was settled with the 
Foundation named as trustee of a testa
mentary trust fund of $31,069.68 cash and 
96 acres of farm land. Lucie Van Balken- 
burg, Nashville, left most of her estate to 
the Foundation in trust. The final account
ing of her estate left them with cash as
sets of $34,069.

Stewart’s report stated, further, that in
dividuals and churches through the years 
have established student loan and scholar
ship funds with most scholarship funds paid 
to the designated school. Loans are made 
and collected through the Foundation Of
fice, with a present figure of 78 loans out
standing. Since 1951 there have been loans 
made to 365 students totaling $105,327.97.

Named to the executive committee were 
A. E. Batts, Nashville; James Canaday, 
Johnson City; Bernie W. Cobb, Brownsville; 
George H. Lockett, Harriman; C. LeRoy 
Norton Jr., Nashville; and John Stophel, 
Chattanooga. Officers elected included: 
chairman, A. E. Batts, first vice chairman, 
Thomas W. Pope, Somerville; second vice 
chairman, William E. Crook, Nashville; and 
secretary, C. LeRoy Norton Jr. Named to 
the investment committee were: A. E. 
Batts, John O. Ellis, Nashville; and C. 
LeRoy Norton Jr. Ellis was appointed as 
chairman of a special committee to study 
organization and committee assignments for 
the board of trustees. Other members of 
the committee are Canaday and Cobb.
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Residents of Knox, Sevier, Biount, and Jefferson Counties registered for the new 
Bible Study Program at Harrison-Chilhowee Academy recently, according to academy

Pastor Of Central Church, 
Fountain City To Retire

Charles S. Bond, pastor of Central 
Church, Fountain City, Knox County As
sociation, has announced his retirement, 
effective July 31 when he will complete 30 
years at the church.

He preached his first sermon at Central 
on Aug. 5, 1945. During his 30 years of 
service, a new sanctuary has been con
structed, present facilities remodeled, and 
the Broadway and Lynnwood annexes 
built to provide facilities for the growing 
church. Total monetary receipts have in
creased from $34,000 to $421,000. In 1945 
the church budget was $20,000. The budget 
for 1975 is $324,000. Church membership 
has increased from 1200 to approximately 
2300; and Sunday School enrollment is up 
from 900 to 1600.

A graduate of Carson-Newman College 
and Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Bond has served as vice president of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention; a trustee of 
Carson-Newman College; and a member of 
the Home Mission Board. He is retiring 
for health reasons.

president Hubert Smothers.
Aimed at providing an opportunity for intensive Bible study for any interested 

East Tennessee resident, the program will continue during the next several months with 
meetings scheduled each Saturday morning from 9:30 until 12 noon. Led by Jerry 
Heflin, a Bible teacher at the academy, the first nine weeks’ program of study will 
cover the theme “The Wealth and Walk of the Christian.”

For Sale New and Used Church Buses
POST and Co.

617 24th Street-Knoxville, Tenn. 37921
We paint and letter your bus your color 

CALL COLLECT—615-523-2102

EUREKA SPRINGS, ARK. 
THE GREAT PASSION PLAY

1

a WHY?
WHY DID OVER 200 CHURCH GROUPS LAST SEASON CHOOSE Mount Air Lodge, “INN OF 
THE OZARKS”, FOR THEIR ACCOMMODATIONS WHILE ATTENDING THE GREAT PASSION 
PLAY IN EUREKA SPRINGS, ARKANSAS?

WE OFFER MORE!
WE OFFER MORE “REST”—“RELAXATION”—“RECREATION”. OUR FACILITIES INCLUDE 
LARGE OVERSIZED ROOMS, TWO RESTAURANTS (One an OUTDOOR PATIO), TWO POOLS, 
TENNIS COURT, LARGE RECREATION AREA, 34 ACRES TO RELAX ON. YET—WE ARE ONLY 
5 MINUTES FROM THE GREAT PASSION PLAY.

-LET US SHOW YOU-
SEND FOR FREE INFORMATION AND BROCHURES. WE HAVE MANY EXCITING PACKAGE 
PLANS TO OFFER YOUR GROUP.

BEST Western 
MOTELS.

Mount Air Lodge 
“INN of the OZARKS” 

P.O. Box 431 B 
Eureka Springs, Ark. 72632

S

Thursday, February 6, 1975 Page 9



Impact ’80 Conference
Points Toward Next Decade

NASHVILLE—More than 200 persons 
from across the spectrum of Southern Bap
tist Convention life have completed three 
days here at an “Impact ’80s National 
Leadership Conference” planning denomi
national objectives and goals for the next 
decade.

Dealing with such areas as church objec
tives, denominational objectives, critical 
concerns and emphases for the 1980s, the 
participants from churches, associations, 
state conventions and SBC agencies painted 
with a broad brush to set the agenda for a 
16-person Impact ’80s Group subcommit
tee of the SBC Inter-Agency Council.

That group of the Inter-Agency Council, 
sponsor of the three-day meeting, repre
sents step three in winnowing, distilling and 
summarizing massive input, which began, 
in step one, with 25 committees, which each 
met twice throughout the United States to 
gather grass roots grist for the Impact ’80s 
conference mill.

In May, the Impact ’80 Group will bring 
a summary of the conference and of further 
data gathered in surveys of pastors, lay 
persons and denominational leaders to the 
Inter-Agency Council, which will make 
recommendations for the SBC Executive 
Committee to act upon and bring to the 
SBC annual sessions for action in June in 
Miami Beach.

Proceeding much as the 70 Onward Study 
Group did for the SBC objectives of the

In that context, the group reflected 
major concern about how to help the de
nomination’s 34,665 churches do a better 
job of reaching people.

Participants experienced a degree of 
frustration in coping with how the SBC, 
which reaches into 50 states and 82 coun
tries around the world, could come to grips 
with multitudes of needs and opportunities 
for ministry.

“We may be frustrated,” declared con
ference speaker, Dotson Nelson, a pastor 
from Alabama, “but it is nothing compared 
to the frustration Jesus’ disciples must have 
felt when he pointed to them and said, 
‘There is the world.’ ”

The conference expressed concern in the 
areas of family relationships, Bible study, 
training of leaders at all levels, church 
growth, church purpose and planning, 
Christian discipleship, Baptist distinctives, 
community ministry, stewardship develop
ment, missions, Christian fellowship and 
evangelism.

Grady Cothen, president-elect of the 
SBC’s Sunday School Board, a conference 
speaker, reminded the participants, “People 
want to speak their piece. Rather than 
diminishing their voices, I think we need to 
tune them in until we’ve heard them all. 
The potential of this meeting is that of 
those of us charged with responsibility will 
hear the voices.

Great Strength Noted
“The wide divergence of opinions among 

Southern Baptists,” Cothen said, “consti
tutes one of our greatest strengths.”

Citing fragmentation of society and the 
need to deal with people who cannot cope 
with it, Cothen said, “Increasing fragmenta
tion will require a change of structures. We 
cannot be bound by the structures of yester
day, if we meet the needs of tomorrow.

“All we’ve said comes back,” he added, 
“to the centrality of the Great Commission” 
of Christ to win the world.

E. Harmon Moore, executive secretary 
of Indiana Baptists, outlined the urgent 
need for Bible-based objectives and goals 
for Southern Baptists and reminded his 
listeners of great responsibilities they face 
as planners who have the attitude of serv
ice to the churches. He declared that plan
ners “need to be prophets in the wrestle 
with goals and objectives.”

One man, James Goodson, a Missouri 
pastor, rose to urge that agencies examine 
their method of task assignments so as 
not “to hamstring” the churches by making 
members have to attend multiple programs 
to get everything they need for growth.

He suggested agencies examine depart
ments of work to find which ones are out
moded or need restructuring and he urged 
that changes coming out of the Impact ’80 
study be “staggered” so as not to “shock 
the churches with massive programming 
changes,” as he said the ’70 Onward study 
did.

Goodson also suggested that SBC agen
cies shorten publication schedules of peri
odicals to enable them to react on shorter 
notice to needed emphases.

1970’s, the Impact ’80s conference sur
faced concerns about how the nation’s larg
est Protestant-evangelical denomination 
can continue to expand its multitude of 
ministries around the world in a changing, 
complex society.

Major emphasis centered on accom
plishing that aim with a program which will 
“continue to be rooted in the Baptist her- 
tage,” present since the now nationwide, 
130-year-old SBC was a small, struggling, 
rural-based denomination.

Reaching People Emphasized
“We must face the changes of the mod

ern world,” a participant declared, reflecting 
the group’s consensus, “but with minis
tries anchored in the unchanging message 
of Jesus Christ.”

WOLFE BROS. & CO.
I PINEY FLATS, TENN.

WE HELP TO PUT IT
ALL TOGETHER

Our Baptist seminaries, colleges, and schools 
have been helping students to put it all together 
for more than a century and a half.

Support “Baptist Seminary, College, and 
School Day”

February 16, 1975

■ CHURCH FURNITURE
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cBc®ks ^Received
The Wider Place by Eugenia Price, Zon- 

dervan, 205 pp., $1.95, paper. A book en
couraging Christian freedom of the in
dividual where God offers freedom from 
anything that limits our growth.

What They Did Right by Virginia Hearn, 
Tyndale, 294 pp., $3.95, paper. Thirty- 
eight Christians share from their childhood 
the good and bad they remember about 
growing up as they reflect on their parents.

The Spirit Filled Trauma by Robert L. 
Hamblen, Broadman, 170 pp., $3.50, paper. 
A candid plea for biblical understanding in 
the matters of the spirit.

God is My Record by James L. Sullivan, 
Broadman, 145 pp., $3.95. A book of heart
warming reflections from one of America’s 
outstanding Christian leaders.

Payday Everyday by Robert G. Lee, 
Broadman, 146 pp., $3.95. A compilation 
of incomparable memoirs of a pulpit giant.

A Layman’s Handbook of Christian Doc
trine by Herschel H. Hobbs, Broadman, 
141 pp., $2.50, paper. Scores of words and 
phrases pointing to doctrinal ideas are de
fined and explained briefly.

Motivating Laymen to Witness by James 
A. Ponder, Broadman, 109 pp., $1.95, 
paper. A series of messages by state 
evangelism secretaries.

Jesus was a Jew by Arnold Fruchten- 
baum, Broadman, 156 pp., $2.95, paper. 
This book deals with the question as to 
exactly where Jesus fits into Jewishness.

What Bible Can You Trust?, Broadman, 
116 pp., $2.50. This book deals with ob
jections there have been to certain transla
tions and tells why new translations are 
needed.

Truths That Transform—Christian Doc
trines for Your Life Today by Dr. James 
Kennedy, Revell, 160 pp., $4.95. A won
derful book for those who yearn for a 
deeper understanding of Christian truth 
and what it can mean in their lives.

Who Is Jesus? by Katherine K. Davis, 
Broadman, 24 pp., paper, $1.65. An Easter 
cantata for children’s voices.

Strings And Things, by Phillip C. Posey, 
Convention, $2.95, paper. It contains basic 
information needed for organizing and main
taining instrumental ensembles in a church 
situation.

Fireside Chats by Dan Harless, Baker, 
91 pp., $4.95. A book, timeless and ap
peals to all ages, which can be read a page 
at a time. Excellent for gifts.

1974-75 Church Library Record and Plan 
Book by Jacqulyn Anderson, Convention, 
$1.00, paper. Containing the Church Li
brary Achievement Guide, 1974-75, the 
book will assist in planning for the year.

When You Get to the End of Yourself by 
W. T. Purkiser, Baker, 91 pp., paper, $.95. 
Here is encouragement for the sick, cheer 
for the depressed, challenge for those of 
advanced age, and suggestions on how to 
turn troubles into triumphs.

Adventures in Family Living by Muriel 
F. Blackwell, Convention, 42 pp., paper, 
$1.25. Family Enrichment Series for ages 
8-11. A church study course book for use 
by older children.

Crosspoint: Your Life and Your Family 
by Eugene Chamberlain, Convention, 42 
pp., paper, $1.25. Family Enrichment 
Series for ages 15-17. A textbook for youth 
study course.

Climb Aboardthe VBS Express

It's bound for a journey of planning 
promoting, and administering.

COOOCWi....
Jweoowcc:

Get plans rolling by ordering a VACATION BIBLE 
SCHOOL ADVANCE PLANNING KIT, 1975 NOW

You can save 9% by ordering the Kit

The Kit contains one each of the Church Series VBS materials for 
teacher, pupil, and parent. Titles this year are: Thank You, God, for 
Preschool age 3; Pleasing God, for Preschool ages 4-5; My Church, 
for Children ages 6-7; Things We Do at Church, for Children ages 
8-9; My Church at Work, for Children ages 10-11; HELP Helping 
Empty /Lonely People, Music Music Music, Up and Down and AH 
Around, for Youth; Studies in Revelation, for Adults. The Kit also 
includes a self-mailing order form, VBS Plan Book, Joint Service 
Book, and a VBS Catalog. (Convention) $29.95

Be prepared for these important days in your church. 
Complete this order form and mail today.

Baptist Book Store, please send a VBS Advance Planning 
Kit, 1975, for Church Series, $29.95.

Enclosed $ 
handling.)

(On cash orders add 750 for delivery and

Charge □ (On charge orders actual delivery costs will be billed to 
customer.) 

Baptist Book Store Acct. #_ ------------------------------------------  

BankAmericard #____________________  Expiration date

Master Charge #______________________ Expiration date

(If Master Charge, give 4-digit bank #

Name

Address

City State
(Prices subject to change without notice.)

Send order form to your nearest
BAPT ST 
BOOK 
STORE
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cBc©ks ^Received
The Joy of Housekeeping by Ella May 

Miller, Revell, 162 pp., $4.95. In addition 
to covering the basic rules for a well-run 
home, the author delves into the house
wife’s relationship with her most important 
Helper, Jesus Christ.

Success, Motivation, and the Scriptures 
by William H. Cook, Broadman Press, 
paperback, 170 pp., $3.95. The book teach
es that Bible principles, properly applied, 
will make every day practical and exciting.

C. S. Lewis, Speaker and Teacher by 
Carolyn Keefe, Zondervan Co., paperback, 
190 pp., $1.75. A compilation of personal 
portrayals by C. S. Lewis as a warm per
sonable human being.

Great Women of the Bible; Great Inter
views of Jesus; The Way of a Man with a 
Maid; Bible Epitaphs. Each book in the 
MaCartnery Bible Characters Library by 
Baker and Company, paperback, 185 pp.,

$2.95. Each title expresses the content of 
the book.

The New International Dictionary of the 
Christian Church, J. D. Douglas, Ph.D. 
General Editor, Zondervan Co., 1074 pp., 
$24.95. A very comprehensive one volume 
reference work which traces the develop
ment of the Christian Church from a sound 
historical and evangelical perspective.

Behold the Man by George Cornell, 
Word Book Co., 205 pp., $5.95. The author 
weaves a tapestry of reality around the life 
of Jesus and his times.

You and Communication in the Church, 
edited by B. F. Jackson, Jr., Word Book 
Co., 270 pp., $5.95. This book takes a 
look at the ways we communicate and how 
we can do it more effectively.

Why Live the Christian Life? by T. B. 
Maston, Nelson Co., 204 pp., paperback,

$3.50. A very stimulating book on the 
Christian life and Christian ethics in to
day’s world.

Abortion: The Trojan Horse by Janet 
Patterson and R. C. Patterson, M. D. Nel
son Company, 178 pp., paperback, $3.50. 
This book reveals abortion’s many trau
matic effects, both physical and psycho
logical.

Gary Player, World Golfer by Floyd 
Thetcher, Word Books Co., 182 pp., $6.95. 
Here are intimate glimpses of his action- 
packed life in achieving mastery of his pro
fession.

How to Stay Younger While Growing 
Older, by Revel L. Howe, Word Book Co., 
168 pp,, $5.95. The author draws upon his 
experience as a clergyman, counselor, and 
educator in offering some helpful insights 
in aging.

from
NEW DELUXE AUTO POLICY

^Preferred ClPisL Insurance Company

The Company of Non-Drinkers... for Non-Drinkers
S’

for Accident free drivers 30-65 years old 
We're Tired of High Insurance Rates for Non-Drinkers

Coverage— 
30/65/15 Liability (Higher Limits Available) 
$14,000 No-Fault Medical (Includes Loss of Wages) 
$50 ded Comprehensive (No deductible $5 more) 
$100 ded Collision (Higher Limits Available) 
10/20 Uninsured Motorist 
$12 day Child Care or Maid Service

Plus many other Preferred Extras

Mail To: Preferred Risk Insurance Co.’s Preferred Risk Insurance Co.’s
1007 Murfreesboro Rd., Suite 101 4826 Summer Ave.
Nashville, Tn 37217 Memphis, Tn 38122

Name---------------------------------------------------------- Phone --------------------------- -
Address----------------------------- City------------------- State-------------- Zip----------
Cars [Makes & Models]---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
No. Drivers Dates of Birth  Use of car -----  

. Pleasure  Work  
Present coverage now with ---------------------------- Date of Expiration -----------

I 

Other Coverage Available: Home Owners___Church Life-----  
Agency Opportunities Now Available in Many Areas 

—

Cost for 1974 Standard Ford 
or Chevy

Memphis $67.90
Nashville $69.70
Knoxville $69.70
Chattanooga $79.00
Remainder of State $64.20
Farm Rate $55.80

Special Rates for 
Young Drivers— 

Married or Single- 
Discounts—Multi-car, bumper, 
drivers training, good student
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IJWiW expand

J$do|i:W3^

gBlllle F^te hMWlectM • 
some of her prose pieces and 
icei^a«dMa^

this portrayal of |
young adults.

At your 
Baptist Book Store

KROADMAN

BAPTIST BOOK STORE

Chattanooga, TN 37402 • 734 Cherry St. • (615)267-3845 
Knoxville, TN 37902 • 706 S. Gay St. • (615)525-8131
Memphis, TN 38116 • Box 161121 • (901)396-6045

South • 3349 Winbrook
East • 5150 Old Summer Road

Nashville, TN 37203 • 1010 Broadway • (615)242-5647

VISUALIZED MISSIONARY STORIES 
I0 Stories with original missionary 
choruses. $2.50

And Many Others

Order From your

BAPTIST BOOK STORE

CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS, INC.

£

FLANNELGRAPH
LESSONS

Prepared in color on flocking stock 
Ready to cut and use 
Furnished in handy file-folder

LIFE OF CHRIST
No. I Earlier Events in Jesus’ Life
No. II Later Events in Jesus’ Life 
Each $3.50

PARABLES OF JESUS
I0 Lessons for juniors and intermediates. 
$3.50

f 
i

\y:

OLD TESTAMENT STORIES
No. I Creation to Jacob
No. II Joseph to Elijah
No. Ill Elisha & Elijah, Captive Maid, 
Jonah, etc.
Each $3.50

STUDIES IN ACTS
I0 Lessons from Acts $3.50

TEN COMMANDMENTS
No. I Introductory, 4 Com.
No. II 6 Com.
Each $3.50

Jock R. Taylor 
has a 

New Book!

After the Spirit Comes
The Holy Spirit con chan

nel your energy into abun
dant power for well-rounded 
Christian living. Here is 
guidance for the Spirit- 
filled Christian. $3.95

Other Books by Taylor

One Home Under God
This is the personal account of 

the happiness and unity brought 
to the Taylor home by the Holy 
Spirit. $4.95
Study and Discussion Guide, $ 1.00 
Guide and 3 C-60 Cassette Topes,

$16.50

Victory Over the Devil
The Christian's handbook on what 

to do about Satan, paper, $2.25

The Key to Triumphant Living
The story of Castle Hills Baptist 

Church in San Antonio told for every
one. $3.95

Much More!
Further discussions on spiritual 

truths concerning, among others, 
faith, prayer, family life, evange
lism, and death to self. $4.95

At your Baptist Book Store

ffiROADMAN
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‘Let Christ’s Freedom Ring’
By R. G. Puckett

Plans are complete and only a few de
tails remain to be worked out for the 1975 
meeting of Southern Baptists in Miami 
Beach next June. It promises to be one of 
the very finest conventions we have known.

In the very first session of the Committee 
on Order of Business, SBC President Jaroy 
Weber expressed the desire for an annual 
meeting where “we left discussing the things 
that unite us rather than divide us—mis
sions, evangelism, world witness and min
istry.” With that urgent request from our 
president from Texas, the committee began 
putting together an annual meeting that 
will focus attention on our mission in 
Christ’s name to our nation and around the 
world.

The completed, detailed program will be 
released to the press soon. It would be 
appropriate to wait until then to discuss 
the fine points of the session, but at this 
juncture it is in order to stress the over-all 
objectives.

The already-adopted theme for Southern 
Baptists in 1975-76 is “Let Christ’s Free
dom Ring.” The choice of words suggests 
our basic responsibility and the context of 
the meetings for the next two years—the 
Bi-Centennial Celebration for our Nation. 
As the largest evangelical group in America, 
Southern Baptists should not only partici-
Note: Puckett is editor of The Maryland Baptist.

To change or correct 
your address

Attach label from your latest copy 
here and show new address below— 
include zip code. When changing ad
dress please give two weeks notice. 
Please write, do not call address 
changes to insure accuracy.

All correspondence relating 
to your subscription
should be accompanied by your address 
label. If you are receiving duplicate 
copies please send both labels.
Address all inquiries to:

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR 
Post Office Box 347 

Brentwood, Tennessee 37027

Name ........................................................
please print

Address ...................................................

City .........................................................

State........................ Zip Code................  

pate as fully as possible in the celebration, 
but we should use every influence for the 
success of the event and share in the direc
tion of our Nation to proper goals and 
standards.

America needs some repair! No one can 
deny that, and the time has come to stop 
analyzing and start the reconstruction. No 
group in our vast land is in a better position 
to share in that burden than Southern 
Baptists. Our resources are immeasurable, 
if we think they are. We have the man
power, the methods and the prayer-power. 
It is time—the needs demand it—that we 
draw on these to the fullest.

The annual meeting of the Southern Bap
tist Convention has a two-fold objective: 
inspiration and business. Some messengers 
want it to be heavy on one or the other, 
but the ideal is to balance the two and the 
plans for the 1975 session suggest balance.

Southern Baptist business is important 
and big! We have reports to hear and we 
ought to stay in the convention hall and 
hear them. We have decisions to make and 
every messenger should put forth a maxi
mum effort to be informed before he ar
rives and think and vote responsibly during 
the sessions. Anything less is not Baptistic. 
If we leave the decisions to others, we have 
no right to complain about them.

Inspiration is most important. We need 
motivation. We need the strength of one 
another. We need the fellowship to enrich 
our lives and enlarge our ministry. Those 
of us who do a lot of preaching need to be 
preached to, and those who listen to us 
will certainly enjoy hearing someone else 
for a cha'nge.

Two special projects for the 1975 con
vention are tremendous symbols of what 
we are about.

First, a series of runners will carry a 
flaming torch from Memphis to Miami 
Beach in recognition of the 50th anniversary 
of the Cooperative Program. The “life-line” 
of Southern Baptist mission work was born

The Children's Homes Dollar
“Dollars given graciously should be spent 

wisely.”
Our hearts overflow with joy at the re

sponse we have had to the Mother’s Day 
offering for homeless children. Our four 
homes in Tennessee are seeking to give a 
real home, in a normal life setting, for 
these children who are in need of a friend. 
Tennessee Baptists have sought to become 
that friend and have made provisions to 
take care of these children.

We are aware of the fact that many of 
your love gifts to the Children’s Homes were 
sacrificial and deserve special considera
tion in spending distribution. As Chairman 
of the Board of Trustees, I feel our obliga
tion to see that your money is spent wisely 
and economically. We want our children 
well cared for but at the same time to 
avoid excess waste in spending. We want 
to make your dollars count so that when 
Mother’s Day Offering time comes around 
again, we may be able to count on the gen
erous spirit of giving that you have ex
hibited in the past.
D. M. Renick, Chairman
Tennessee Baptist Children’s Homes, Inc.

in Memphis in 1925 and the Brotherhood 
and Stewardship Commissions have been 
working for some time to dramatically 
illustrate this event.

The runners will carry the torch across 
each of the states between Memphis and 
Miami Beach, with stops for local rallies 
and programs planned and directed by 
Baptist leadership in the area. The project 
promises to spark interest and enthusiasm 
for the Cooperative Program. Likewise, it 
will be a great opportunity to share the 
message of missions through the Coopera
tive Program with literally thousands of 
people.

Also, plans are nearing completion for 
the moving of a bell, representative of the 
Liberty Bell, from Independence Hall in 
Philadelphia to Miami Beach with inter
mediate stops along the Eastern Seaboard 
for rallies with Baptists in those states. Ford 
Motor Company has built a special vehicle 
to carry the bell, a request has been made 
for an audience with President Ford and 
the search is underway for the most ap
propriate bell for the project.

Preachers enjoy talking about “ringing 
the bell” when someone preaches. Well, 
we’re going to ring the bell in Miami Beach, 
and ring it big!
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Torch Run To Celebrate 50th
Cooperative Program Year

(Photo by Tim Fields, Brotherhood Commission.

John Bob Gilbert, member of Union Ave
nue Baptist Church, Memphis, and winner 
of the highest mission service award pre
sented to Royal Ambassadors (RAs), makes 
a test run of a lighted torch to be relayed 
by RA boys from Memphis to Miami in 
celebration of the 50th anniversary of the 
Cooperative Program, unified budget of 
Southern Baptists, The RAs, members of 
the Southern Baptist mission organization 
for boys in grades 1-12, will begin the 1280- 
mile relay May 13 and end the run June 10 
when they deliver the torch to the opening 
session of the SBC annual meeting in Miami 
Beach. (BP)

anniversary of the SBC’s basic unified Co
operative Program budget.

The torch, symbolizing the gospel spread 
in the United States and 82 countries 
around the world by the Cooperative Pro
gram, will be officially lighted May 13 in 
Memphis during a major birthday celebra
tion for the unified budget. The 1976 Co
operative Program goal is $150 million.

Royal Ambassador boys will leave dur
ing the celebration to begin the 1280-mile 
torch run, stopping for rallies along the 
way. One month later, the lighted torch 
will arrive in Miami Beach, site of the 1975 
SBC annual meeting and be presented to 
SBC messengers, June 10, during the SBC 
Stewardship Commission report the open
ing night of the convention.

Each RA will run the torch one or more 
miles. RA chapters from local churches 
across the Southeast will be responsible for 
designated segments along the route.

Cooperative Program rallies are planned 
at five cities en route. Each rally will spot
light one aspect of Cooperative Program 
supported ministries.

The highlight of each rally will be the 
entrance and exit of a Royal Ambassador 
runner carrying the lighted torch. Most rally 
programs will include brief addresses by the 
state Baptist Convention’s stewardship sec
retary and executive secretary. A multi
media drama on the history of the Coopera
tive Program will be presented by the SBC 
Stewardship Commission.

Rally sites and dates include: Nashville, 

May 15, SBC emphasis, Gadsden, Ala., 
May 17, mini-rally; Atlanta, Ga., May 20, 
home missions; Augusta, Ga., May 24, for
eign missions; and Jacksonville, Fla., June 
3, state missions.

Other major cities on the torch route are: 
Jackson, Chattanooga, Huntsville, and Au
gusta. The route through Florida will gen
erally follow Highway 1 and 1A.

Mike Speer, associate executive director 
of the SBC Stewardship Commission, and 
Jay Chance, director of the SBC Brother
hood Commission’s Royal Ambassador divi
sion, are convention coordinators for the 
“Carry the Torch” project. They will be 
assisted by Brotherhood and Stewardship 
secretaries of state Baptist conventions, who 
will coordinate runners along the route.

The torch route will follow non-inter- 
state highways. A mobile home unit and 
safety car will accompany the runners the 
entire route.

Chance says RA boys who wish to take 
part in the relay still have a chance to do so 
by contacting their state Brotherhood or by 
writing “Carry the Torch,” Southern Baptist 
Brotherhood Commission, 1548 Poplar 
Ave., Memphis, Tenn. 38104. (BP)

fflMFMWKS!
At a price 

Any Church Can Afford 
Write or call 

WAGONER BROS. 
MFG. CO.

Mont: OR 5-2468 
Booneville, Arkansas

MEMPHIS-—More than 500 youthful 
runners, in the Southern Baptist Conven
tion’s Royal Ambassador (RA) program 
for boys, will relay a lighted torch 1280 
miles from Memphis to Miami Beach during 
May and June in celebration of the 50th

Q°/ * 1 A°/ first mortgage 
Zz/o t0 lv/o church bonds

intorflct nor annuminterest per annum
. . . with maturity dates ranging from 1 to 10% years and 

interest payable semiannually.
This announcement is neither an offer to sell nor a solicitation 
of an offer to buy. The offer is made by prospectus only.

Culbertsori and Company^

1408 Continental Life Building
Fort Worth, Texas 76102 Call 1-800/433-2423 (toll free)

Church Furniture For Sale
18 Pews, 13 ft., 6 in. long; 36 Pews, 

9 ft. long. Pews are pine and in fair con
dition. Call Bill Keebler, Associate Pas
tor, Glenwood Baptist Church, Powell, 
TN. (615) 947-2611 or (615) 947-8990.

Gentlemen: Please send information on available first mortgage church bonds.

Name

Address

City, State & Zip
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Where Are The Handles?
By Albert McClellan

The mood of America is not despair 
but helplessness. We have not lost our hope 
but we appear to have lost the handles. 
Our public problems seem to be bigger 
than the combined effort of everyone to 
solve them.

Take television for example. Profanity 
turns up in the most innocent places. 
“Hells” and “damns” are spoken simply 
for adornment and at times there is a 
fearful use of God’s name in vain. The 
terrible thing is that all this rings in the 
child’s ears from the day he is born.

Risque scenes are now commonplace 
in the American living room, naughty little 
innuendos that are slowly hammering into 
our youth a whole new set of decadent 
values.

Some television scenes are not innuendo, 
but open defiance of God’s laws. Sex is 
the constant wearying preoccupation dis
played with vulgar public violation of all 
that is high and holy in woman-man rela
tionships. Marriage vows lie broken on the 
screen. Bitter adultery is masqueraded to 
appear innocent.

When it is not sex, it is murder. The 
shooting and the killing goes on in defiance 
of the public outcry of a few years ago 
against violence. Night and day blood 
spills in a million different ways. It is all 
there for the tenderest eyes to see.

This insidious perversion coming from 
that little black box with big glass eye in 
the living room reminds me of a story 
John Ehle told in one of his novels. A 
young couple erected a beautiful cabin 
on a big rock. When winter came they 
built a fire in their new fireplace. Grad
ually the heat went down into the rock. 
Slowly the earth under it warmed. One 
night there came suddenly crawling out of 
the crevices of the rock hundreds of rattle
snakes. The man and his wife were struck 
and killed.

That little black box with the big glass 
eye is the fire that is generating evil on 
our own hearths. The rattlesnakes are 
coming. What on earth are we going to 
do? Something surely, but what? Don’t 
we see that what goes into a child some
day will come out?

But where are our handles?
Call the television station, it blames the 

network. Call the network, it blames “the 
. industry.”

Who is the industry? Who knows? It is

(Note: McClellan is assistant executive secre
tary and program planning director of the Execu
tive Committee, SBC, Nashville, Tenn. This is 
taken from the December 1974, Baptist Program, 
of which he is editor.)

the non-person responsible for the whole 
mess.

Time is running out for American 
morality. Surely there are handles. One 
of them is the knob on your television 
set. Another is the dollar you refuse to 
spend on the program sponsors. Another 
is your angry letter to the stations, the 
^network, and the sponsors. Another is 
your support for the Christian Life Com
mission as it leads the denomination to 
specific action. Check your recent state 
papers for its splendid articles on this 
subject.

Perhaps the best handle is the simple 
teaching of God’s word to our little chil
dren while they are still young enough 
to be influenced by its truth. Teaching 
it to youth and adults might help, too.

Subscribe Now To

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR

BOOKS
HOW THE SPIRIT FILLED MY LIFE
Bertha Smith $3.95
JOURNEY INTO FULLNESS
James Mahoney $2.95
THE HOLY SPIRIT TODAY
Frank Stagg $1.95
THIS GIFT IS MINE
Ralph W. Neighbour, Jr. $1.95
AFTER THE SPIRIT COMES...
Jack R. Taylor $3.95

FILMSTRIPS
THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE OLD 

TESTAMENT
THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE LIFE OF JESUS
THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE TEACHINGS

OF JESUS
THE HOLY SPIRIT SINCE PENTECOST 
$8.50 each $30.50 per set

These books and filmstrips on the Holy 
Spirit are available at your local Baptist 
Book Store.

BROADMAN

FLY FROM ATLANTA, June 21/Mem- 
phis July 10 to Rome. Live on Greek 
Luxury Liner 21 days. Southwestern 
professors Drumwright, Tolar, New
port lecture daily linking growth of 
Christianity to wondrous sights of 
Europe to Christian life today. Attend 
BWA in Stockholm. Visit Russia. All 
for $1499. Write for brochure: V. L. 
McGIocklin, 5433 Edmondson Pike, 
Nashville, 37211.

CONFUSED?
Are you baffled by the num

ber of translations of the Bible 
available today? Confused 
about the appropriate transla
tions for your specific needs?

WHAT BIBLE CAN YOU 
TRUST? can clear the confu
sion. Ten of the most widely 
used translations are discussed 
by pastors and other Christian 
leaders. The choice is left up to 
you. paperback, $2.50

AT YOUR BAPTIST BOOK STORE

BROADMAN
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Bible Puzzle Page
Answers On Page 20

ACROSS

1 is confounded” 
(Jer. 50)

4 Trodden way
8 Kind of carpet

12 Mimic
13 Tennis great
14 Vehicle
15 “but for----- ”

(John 11)
18 He fiddled
19 Cheeps
20 “drink the waters 

of —” (Jer. 2)
23 Never
25 Esrom begat him 

(Matt. 1:3)
26 Fruit

27 Son of Abdiel 
(1 Chron. 5:15) 

30 “who received
the------” (Acts 7)

33 Direction
34 Man’s name: poss.
35 Air: comb, form
36 Vestige
37 “I — toward the 

mark” (Phil. 3)
38 Flash
41 “Whither have ye 

made a — today” 
(1 Sam. 27)

43 “when----------” 
(Matt. 3)

48 Article

CRYPTOVERSE

XYA PTRY RQAH RQGR GDA XFVA FT

RQAFD YXT ABAV GTZ JDPZATR FT

RQAFD YXT VFOQR

Today’s Cryptoverse clue: X equals W

Former Tennessee pastor Paul Brown, 
presently on the faculty of Clarke College in 
Mississippi, was awarded the doctor of 
philosophy degree at the University of Mis
sissippi last month. He holds the B.A. de
gree from Mississippi College, the Th.M. 
from New Orleans Baptist Theological Sem

49 Those that excel
50 “the beginning and 

the —” (Rev. 22)
51 Flat topped hill
52 “whosoever shall — 

me” (Matt. 10)
53 Residence: abbr.

DOWN

1 “the lapwing, and 
the —” (Lev. 11)

2 NT book: abbr.
3 Famous general
4 Dimmer
5 It had ten strings
6 “come boldly unto 

the-------” (Heb. 4)
7 Interjection
8 More secure
9 Very large

10 Upon
11 “which by nature are 

no —” (Gal. 4)
16 Aphorism
17 Musical drama
20 “count the years of 

the —” (Lev. 25)
21 Rainbow
22 “whom I — chosen” 

(Matt. 12)
24 “now in the — of the 

people” (Ex. 11)
26 American journalist
27 On the lee
28 Pronoun: poss.
29 Egyptian goddess
31 Birds
32 Heart: comb, form
36 Play
37 Sucker
38 Level up
39 Man’s nickname
40 Reverent wonders
42 Kind of door

(Rev. 3:8)
44 “whether it be good 

or (2 Cor. 5)
45 Fenced city 

(Josh. 19:35)
46 Direction
47 Medical degree

inary, and the M.A. from the University of 
Mississippi. While in Tennessee, he served 
for nine years as pastor of Oakhaven Church 
in Memphis and for two years as admissions 
counselor for Union University. He was in
terim pastor at several Tennessee churches.

Colson To Join Seminary 
Extension Department

NASHVILLE—Howard Colson, editorial 
secretary for the Southern Baptist Sunday 
School Board, will join the denomination’s 
Seminary Extension Department here as 
assistant to the director, May 1.

Colson, who has directed the board’s 
overall editorial function since 1969, will 
retire at the end of April after 26 years of 
service.

Previously, Colson, who holds master of 
theology and doctor of philosophy degrees 
from Southern Baptist Theological Semi
nary, Louisville, was pastor of churches 
in Indiana, Kentucky, Tennessee and Mis
souri for 17 years and served for a time 
as a professor at the University of Mis
souri.

With the Seminary Extension Depart
ment, operated by the six Southern Baptist 
seminaries, Colson, will assist its director, 
Raymond M. Rigdon, in planning, develop
ing, editing, revising and evaluating courses 
offered by correspondence and through ex
tension centers throughout the United 
States.

He will also assist in further developing 
and supervising the Seminary Extension 
Department’s credit transfer to degree pro
grams of colleges and universities and di
ploma programs of seminaries. Many 
colleges and universities accept Seminary 
Extension credits on their degree programs. 
Five of the six Southern Baptist seminaries 
accept credits on their diploma programs.

The Seminary Extension Department 
currently offers 50 courses in its basic and 
college-level series and additional study in 
its personal-career development series. Its 
Home Study Institute is fully accredited by 
the National Home Study Council and the 
total Seminary Extension program has full 
membership in the National University Ex
tension Association. (BP)

Jackson Promoted
At Sunday School Board

NASHVILLE—Neil Jackson Jr. was 
promoted recently to consultant of general 
field services in the general officers section 
of the Sunday School department at the 
Southern Baptist Sunday School Board.

Included in his new responsibilities will 
be interpreting and promoting People 
Search and Hello Baptists. He will work 
also with Sunday School records and 
achievement guide promotion.

A native of Cedar Lake, Ind., Jackson 
holds the master of religious education de
gree from Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Fort Worth.

Before assuming his present position, 
Jackson was a consultant in the church 
recreation department at the Sunday School 
Board. Prior to that he was an audio-visual 
consultant in Broadman Films for the 
board.
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Observe Baptist Seminary, College

And School Day February 16, 1975

“Everything that is nailed down is coming 
loose.” It is an old statement, and who of 
us has not felt its truth at some time or 
other! Every pastor knows the experience. 
Every parent has faced it. Eventually, every 
person is troubled by it.

1975

CHURCH MUSIC
WORKSHOP

Make Plans to Attend

For further information 
please contact 

Dr. Paul Hammond, 
Chairman 

Church Music Department

Ouachita Baptist 
University

February 27- 
March 1, 1975

Featuring:
Mable Sample,
Children's Choirs

Phillip Landgrave, 
Composition 

Worship Leader
Jack Coldiron,

Voice
Nathan Carter, 

Conducting 
Morgan State College, 

Baltimore, Md.

Ouachita Baptist 
University

Arkadelphia, Arkansas 71923

Perhaps never before in American his-
tory have so many people been so desperate 
to find individuals and institutions who can 
help to put things together for them. The 
search has led many along uncertain paths 
—from demons to gurus, 
seems to be looking for 
character and institutions 
and purpose.

I believe, in a unique

The whole world 
individuals with 
with high ideals

and divine way,
Baptist seminaries, colleges and schools 
have been helping people put it all together 
for a century and a half. In the Southern 
Baptist Convention there are seven semi
naries, 43 senior colleges and universities, 
10 junior colleges, seven academies and 
four Bible schools. Their record of accom
plishments brings hope and light to an 
otherwise bleak picture. These schools have 
graduated more than 449,000 persons. Cur
rently, there are 126,768 students enrolled, 
including over 1,600 mission volunteers and 
10,000 ministerial students.

WE HELP TO PUT IT ALL TO
GETHER is not just the theme of the 
1975 Baptist Seminary, College and School 
Day; it is a way of life for these institutions 
and for the dedicated " faculty who staff 
them. On February 16, which is designated 
on the denominational calendar as Baptist 
Seminary, College and School Day, many 
churches will conduct special services. 
Many will give additional emphasis at other 
times throughout the year.

I would encourage you to observe this 
special day in your church. Resources are 
available directly from Baptist schools 
located in your area, state convention of
fices, or the Education Commission.

Sincerely, 
Ben C. Fisher 
Executive Secretary-Treasurer 
Education Commission, SBC 
460 James Robertson Parkway 
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

Former Tennessee Pastor Elected 
New York Executive Secretary

Jack P. Lowndes, former Dandridge, 
Tenn, pastor, has been elected executive 
secretary-treasurer of the Baptist Conven
tion of New York. He is the second person 
to serve in the position in the convention’s 
seven-year history.

He succeeds Paul James, who retires 
March 1 as chief executive of the conven
tion, one of 33 state or regional conven
tions covering 50 states. He also succeeds 
James as editor of the “New York Baptist,” 
convention news journal. Lowndes serves 
presently as pastor of the Memorial Church 
in Arlington, Va.

The convention covers all of New York 
State, the northern half of New Jersey, and 
a small portion of Connecticut. Member
ship exceeds 15,400 and the total budget, 
which continues to include a supplement 
from the Home Mission Board, is currently 
$762,000.

Lowndes, immediate past president of 
the Home Mission Board’s directors, has 
served the Arlington church since 1967. 
He was also a pastor in Kentucky and 
Georgia. A native of Atlanta, he has been 
active in denominational life as former vice 
chairman of the Southern Baptist Christian 
Life Commission and the SBC’s ’70 Onward 
Study Group.

He is a graduate of Furman University, 
Greenville, S.C. and Southern Baptist The
ological Seminary.

James, who is scheduled as the alternate 
for the SBC convention sermon at the 
Southern Baptist Convention in Miami in 
June, will spend retirement preaching, 
teaching, and writing. He is scheduled to 
teach urban evangelism at New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary in June.

Belmont Enrols 991;
All Time High In Spring

The highest enrolment for a spring sem
ester in the history of Belmont College 
was established recently with 991 students 
registered, Ronald E. Underwood, admis
sions director, has announced. It surpasses 
the previous record set in 1966 of 967.

The spring semester will conclude May 9 
with graduation ceremonies.
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Foreign Missionaries Set 
Up Panama Baptist Mission

PANAMA—The Panama Baptist Mis
sion has been organized here by Southern 
Baptist foreign missionaries who will work 
in the Republic of Panama and the Canal 
Zone.

Six missionary couples and a single wom
an formed the new team of missionaries as 
the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board, which now has work in 82 coun
tries, inherits the work in Panama and the 
Canal Zone from the Southern Baptist 
Home Mission Board.

The Home Mission Board began a min
istry to the Canal workers in 1905. Recent 
figures indicate that Panama now has 6,755 
Baptists in 47 churches and 82 missions.

Six of the missionary couples transferred 
to Panama from other countries. Mr. and 
Mrs. Ervin E. Hastey arrived from Mexico 
in January, 1974, to cooperate with the 
Panama Baptist Convention in evangelism 
and the seminary program. Mr. and Mrs. 
Harold E. Hurst came from Honduras in 
response to the need for an administrator 
at the Marvel Iglesias Hospital on the San 
Blas Islands.

From the Bahamas, Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
V. Myers will be responsible for camp 
ministries, and Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. 
Hensley will serve in business administra
tion of the newborn mission.

Mr. and Mrs. Hubert N. (Ted) Lindwall 
came from Guatemala. He will direct the 
seminary. Mr. and Mrs. Alex F. Garner 
came from Argentina to work in general 
field evangelism.

The single woman in the mission is Miss 
Naomi Page of Nashville, Tenn., a regis
tered nurse who served for six years at the 
Marvel Iglesias Hospital with the Home 
Mission Board. Mr. and Mrs. Marshal Dur
ham and Miss Helen Stuart were named 
honorary members of the mission for their

Board Of Nursing 
OK's Belmont Plan

The Tennessee Board of Nursing has 
granted Belmont College’s Department of 
Nursing full approval status, according to 
an announcement by college officials this 
week.

According to Dorothy Scott, chairman of 
Belmont’s Department of Nursing, the Bel
mont program graduated about 50 young 
men and women in its first class in May 
1974. These students received the associ
ate of science in nursing degree and were 
eligible to take the state board exam to 
become registered nurses.

About 50 additional degree candidates 
are expected to graduate in the May class 
this year, Scott reported.

remaining time of service in Panama under 
the Home Mission Board.

Three additional couples for Panama are 
currently in foreign missionary orientation. 
Dr. and Mrs. Daniel D. I. Gruver, former 
home missionaries, and Dr. and Mrs. W. 
Tom Kent of San Mateo, Calif., will serve 
in the hospital following orientation. Mr. 
and Mrs. Philip R. Overton are missionary 
associates from Texas and will work in con
struction and maintenance at the hospital.

These missionaries will minister to four 
distinct cultural groups—West Indian, 
American, Spanish-speaking and Cuna In
dians—and serve three vital institutions, 
the hospital, the seminary and the Baptist 
camp. (BP)

POlDERUfiE
R /traight Line to Youth

FEAR OF FAILURE REDUCES SUCCESS

This problem is not uncommon in our achievement-orien
ted society.

I am taking the college entrance exam this spring. I am really 
scared. If I don't do well, I am finished. I really want to go to 
college, but I have to get a good score to be accepted. I am very 
good in sports and I make average grades. But under pressure I 
just go blank. What can I do?

A more optimistic frame of mind and some positive action 
can help.

The most important step is to stop thinking in terms of failure 
and think rather of success. This is not magic, but the powers of 
positive thinking have been demonstrated as effective. If you pic
ture your failure, you are more likely to fail. The same is true 
of success.
A mental picture of doing the right thing also helps you get down 
to studying and preparing, rather than merely worrying. Get to 
work and don't entertain any ideas except that you are going to 
make it!
Try to look at this test not as a stumbling block but as a stepping 
stone to success. It can help you learn more about yourself and 
how to make the most of your abilities.

•

Remember, too, that prayer is often the practice of positive think
ing. God is not some harsh judge who demands a certain level of 
achievement. On the contrary, he stands ready to assist in the un
folding of the unique personality he has created in you!

A weekly radio program for youth broadcast nationwide by 
So. Baptist Radio-TV Commission. For information write POWERLINE, 
Fort Worth, Texas 76116. Dr. J. P. Allen, Director, Audience Response.

Church Training

'Now Is The Time To Begin. . .
A church should begin now to work with 

its youth for participation in the 1975 Bible 
Drill and Speaker’s Tournament, according 
to Mary Allen, director, youth work, Church 
Training Department, TBC. Benefits cited 
by Allen for Bible Drill include: helps a 
youth develop skills in use of his Bible as 
an effective tool; helps a youth know where 
books of the Bible are located; trains a 
youth to commit passages to memory; 
knows scripture he can use in time of 
stress; develops a habit of using the Bible; 
and develops a continued desire to search 
the scriptures.

Youth Speaker’s Tournament benefits 
are: helps a youth to think seriously about 
his Christian commitment; helps a youth to 
express his Christian commitment verbally; 
deepens his Christian commitment; aids in 
finding God’s will for his life; and allows 
God to speak to him, she said.
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Memphis, Pigeon Forge, Sites 
Of 1975 Handbell Festivals

The state handbell festivals, sponsored 
by the Church Music Department of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention, will begin 
the 1975 “Festival Time” Feb. 21-22, meet
ing simultaneously in the Fortner Activities 
Building, Highland Heights Church, Mem
phis, and at the Smoky Shadows Confer
ence Center, Pigeon Forge. Each confer
ence will include a time for adjudication, 
for demonstration of bell techniques, and 
for effects; and all participants will be a 
part of the Concert Bell Choir which will 
perform together at the conclusion of the 
festival weekend.

Beginning Feb. 27 and continuing 
through the middle of April, other regional 
festivals will be held in 26 locations 
throughout the state. These festivals are 
for choirs, ensembles, soloists, instrumental 
groups, and hymn players. Anyone desir
ing further information about the dates, 
locations, and divisions of these festivals, 
should contact the Church Music Depart
ment, TBC. Frank Charton, state director, 
stated that in order to be eligible for the 
State Festival, a choir must first participate 
in a regional one. He also reminded those 
interested that Feb. 17 is the registration 
deadline for regional festivals, and April 1 
is the deadline for the state festivals.

This year, the state festivals for older 
children will be held April 18-19 at the 
Smoky Shadows Conference Center and the 
First Baptist Church of Pigeon Forge, and 
only on the 19th at Milan First Church.

According to Don Madaris, associate, 
Church Music Department, the purposes 
of the church music festivals are to give 
choirs and their directors the experience of 
meeting and having fellowship with other

Offered by prospectus only 
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choirs; to provide inspirational moments 
of worship through the gift of music; to 
allow participants to share their music with 
each other, and thus be exposed to several 
different musical ideas and a varied reper
toire; and to give musicians a goal toward 
which to work, thereby challenging them 
to improve the quality and flexibility of 
their singing and playing.

Homecoming '75 Dates 
Announced At Union University

Homecoming ’75 dates have been set 
for Feb. 14-15 at Union University. A va
riety of activities will greet alumni and 
guests at the two-day event, according to 
Mrs. Nancy Farmer, homecoming alumni 
chairman.

“This will be the last Homecoming after 
150 years on the present campus,” said Mrs. 
Farmer, graduate of the class of 1965, “and 
we hope that as many former students as 
possible will return for this nostalgic event.”

Theme of Homecoming ’75 will be “Lest 
We Forget” and the activities will include a 
musical presentation of the theme, and a 
reception honoring retired faculty and staff 
members on Friday. Saturday will be high
lighted with student display competitions, 
class reunions, awards luncheon, class pic
tures, special tours of the new campus, re
ceptions and meetings.

Climax of the annual program will be 
the basketball game between the Union 
Bulldogs and Indiana State University and 
the crowning of the 1975 Homecoming 
Queen.

Classes to be recognized include the 50 
year class, 1925; and 1930, 1935, 1940, 
1945, 1950, 1955, 1960, 1965 and 1970. 
Approximately 1,200 alumni of the col
lege’s 6,500 are represented in these classes.

BIBLE PUZZLE PAGE 
ANSWERS

“Woe unto them that are wise in 
their own eyes, and prudent in 
their own sight” (Isa. 5:21).

A school teacher reports that she was lec
turing her class on the history of immigra
tion and asked, “Do any of you know that 
many of the foreigners who came here were 
brought as indentured servants? Do any of 
you know what an indentured servant is?” 
There was a pause and a faint voice ans
wered: “Isn’t that a slave with false teeth?”

Then there was the computer that re
fused to work until it was promised at 
least two circuit breaks a day.

A little boy had been pawing over a 
stationer’s stock of greeting cards for a long 
time when a clerk asked him, “Can I help 
you find what you’re looking for, son? 
Birthday card? Get-well card? Anniversary 
congratulations to your mother and dad?”

“Not exactly,” said the little bok, shak
ing his head. Then wistfully, “You got 
anything in the line of blank report cards?”

“What did you learn in school today?” 
the mother of a first-grade student asked. 
“I learned that 4 and 4 make 9,” he told 
her. “But that’s wrong,” the mother said. 
The youngster answered: “Well, in that case 
I didn’t learn anything.”

Hoyle Minor, Pastor 
For 42 Years, Dies

Hoyle Minor, pastor of McKinneys 
Chapel Church, Holston Valley Associ
ation, died recently following a brief ill
ness.

Ordained by the Glenwood Church, 
Kingsport, in 1932, Minor has pastored 
churches for 42 years. In Mulberry Gap 
Association, he served the Cedar Grove, 
Central, Grassy Springs, Chestnut Grove, 
Cobbs Chapel, Davis Chapel. Idas Chapel, 
Mountain View, New Hope, Richardsons 
Creek, and Solomons Temple Churches. 
Pastorates in Holston Valley included 
Beech Grove, Compromise, Kyles Ford, 
and McKinneys Chapel.

A native of Hawkins County, he was 
married to Nora Shaw and is survived by 
his widow and five children: two daughters, 
Mrs. Doris Wilder and Mrs. Judy Mark
ham; and three sons, Kenneth Minor, pas
tor of Compromise Church in Holston 
Valley Association, and Sergeant Marlin 
C. Minor, U.S. Army in Germany, and 
Hoyle Minor Jr.
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Our People and Our Churches . . .
LEADERSHIP CHANGES ... PEOPLE... CHURCHES...

First Church, Oliver Springs, has called 
Leland Thomas as assistant pastor. Richard 
Smith is interim pastor.

Frost Bottom Church, Clinton Associ
ation, has called W. N. Hensley as pastor.

Jerry Vittatoe has resigned as pastor of 
Ballards Chapel Church in Loudon Coun
ty

McCary

The new minister of 
music and youth at 
Central Church, Hixson, 
is Donald C. McCary. 
He came to Tennessee 
from Delaney Street 
Church, Orlando, Fla. 
A graduate of Samford 
University, University of 
Alabama, and Southern 
Seminary, he has served 
churches in Alabama, 
Kentucky and Florida. 
McCary is married and

Mr. and Mrs. Kermit Welch, charter 
members of Central Church, Hixson, were 
honored by the church Jan. 5. They were 
presented a plaque, Resolutions in script 
concerning them (framed), and a dozen red 
roses for Mrs. Welch. Welch, deacon and 
trustee, was on the committee that pur
chased the land in 1951 where the church 
is located. Mrs. Welch has served as church 
secretary, clerk, Sunday school teacher, di
rector of Church Training, and director of 
the WMU. Bill N. Kennedy is pastor.

Hickory Hills Church, Memphis, has 
ordained Dale Gravett to the gospel min
istry. Gravett, now serving as pastor of 
First Baptist Church, New Athens, Ill., 
served for one and one-half years as youth 
director at Hickory Hills. Sidney Waits is 
pastor of the Memphis church.

Second Church, Dyersburg, has ordained 
Jerry Beasley and Bobby Runions as dea
cons. J. W. Vaughan is pastor.

Round Lick Church, Watertown, has 
dedicated a new educational building. 
Eugene Schmid is pastor.

First Church, Shelbyville, held dedica
tion services recently for the Upper Room, 
a new youth center. Housed on the third 
floor of the educational building, the cen
ter includes recreation area, snack bar, 
lounge and other facilities, Alfred T. Royer 
is pastor.

Jolley Springs Church, Weakley County 
Association, has completed construction on 
a new pastorium. Pastor P. J. Scott and 
family are now living on the field.

Friendship Church, Medina, held a 
$44,000 note burning service recently. Their 
building was constructed and paid for in 
one year. R. J. Akin is pastor.

has three children.

Jere H. Plunk, Immanuel Church, Mur
freesboro, has accepted the call to become 
pastor of First Church, Carthage, effective 
Feb. 23.

Royal Walton is the new pastor of War
wicks Chapel Church in Northern Associ
ation. He was formerly pastor of Mount 
Eager Church, Grainger County.

Lon Shoopman, Jr. has been called as 
pastor of First Church, Madisonville. He 
comes to Tennessee from First Church, 
Sebree, Ky. Ron Holland is minister of 
music and youth at the Madisonville 
Church.

Delbert Payne has resigned as pastor of 
Black Oak Church, Clinton, where he served 
20 years. He accepted a call as pastor of 
Mt. Pleasant Church, Clinton Association.

John Outland is the new pastor of Fair
view Church, Oak Ridge. He was pastor 
of Sulphur Springs Church in Holston As
sociation.

First Church, Briceville, has called Ed
win Phillips as pastor.

First Church, Clinton, has called David 
Hale as minister of music. Hayward High
fill is pastor.

Staff changes among churches of New 
Duck River Association are: Marvin Mar
shall has resigned as pastor of Charity;

First Church, Bolivar, ordained J. Hall 
Brooks as a deacon recently. E. B. Bowen 
is pastor.

U. A. Walker, a member of First Church, 
Rockwood, died Jan. 21. A member of the 
Rockwood Church since 1938, Walker had 
served in many church positions. A life 
deacon and at 78, he attended every serv
ice of the church.

North Fork has called Bill Smith of Paris, 
as pastor; and Frank Thompson has re
signed as minister of music and education 
at Shelbyville Mills.

First Church, Dyersburg, has called 
Steve Smith as minister of music and youth. 
Smith is a recent graduate of New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary. Robert L. 
Orr is pastor.

Ed Crawley has been called as minister 
of music at First Church, Newbern. He 
served First Church, Dyersburg, for 12 
years. Max Walker is pastor.

Harold Burroughs has become pastor of 
First Church, Trimble. Burroughs comes to 
Trimble from Macedonia Church, Beulah 
Association.

Middleton Church, Hardeman County 
Association, has called W. W. Clark as 
interim pastor.

Two long-time members of First Church, 
Carthage, died in January. Miss Mai 
Baugh, a member since 1909, died Jan. 15. 
Lofton Fisher, a member for 49 years and a 
deacon died Jan. 21.

In Holston Valley Association, Maple 
Hill Church ordained Glenn Bradley to the 
gospel ministry and Melvin Johnson as a 
deacon. Milum Livesay is pastor.

Ben Philbeck, associate professor of re
ligion at Carson-Newman College, and a 
native of Memphis, has been named co
ordinator of the Department of Religion at 
the East Tennessee Baptist school. Philbeck 
is a graduate of Mars Hill Junior College 
and is a magna cum laude graduate from 
Wake Forest University. He received the 
bachelor of divinity degree from South
eastern Baptist Theological Seminary and 
the doctor of theology degree from South
ern Baptist Theological Seminary. He has 
done further study in archaeology and 
Semitic languages at Johns Hopkins Uni
versity. Active in denominational affairs, he 
has held numerous pastorates and teaching 
positions and has held leadership roles in 
civic and professional organizations.

Nolensville Church, Concord Associa
tion, ordained Gene Bennett, A. L. Neely, 
William Scales to the office of deacon. 
Stones River Church in the same asso
ciation ordained J. C. Church as a dea- 
deacon; and Ward’s Grove Church or
dained Forrest Paschall as a deacon.
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, February 9, 1975

Expressing A Devoted Life
By W. R. White

Baylor University, Waco, Texas

Basic Passages: Matthew 27:55-56; 28:1-10; Luke 8:1-3; John 20:1-18
Focal Passages: Matthew 27:55-56; Luke 8:1-3; John 20:1, 11-18

An unrelated life is a derelict life. An 
undevoted life is an empty life. Both are 
more or less adrift without any sense of 
committed direction.

A devoted life is one of warm loyalty 
with intense attachment. It is a life with 
dedicated emotion. This is exactly what 
our Lord needs and craves.

How to express that devotion wisely and 
adequately is another matter. It is possible 
but not always easy.

It can be done too emotionally at times. 
Yes, it can also be done in a coldly prac
tical way. After all the gift without the 
giver is bare.

It should be expressed in a sane but 
contagious manner. Our devotion should 
be manifested in a persistent, unwavering 
spirit.
Devotion Expressed Through Material 
Ministry Luke 8:1-3

Christ is traveling at an intense pace, and 
a material ministry is greatly needed. It is 
gladly supplied by a group of devout wom
en. Some had been greatly blessed of the 
Lord. Others were among the servants of 
the royal household.

Since Jesus Christ was God manifest in 
the flesh, He had physical wants just as we 
do. This passage gives us some insight as 
to how His needs were met. The cause 
of Christ still requires material ministries. 
We can show our devotion to our Lord by 
supporting those material needs.
Devoted to the End Matthew 27:55-56

There were certain women who kept on 
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following Jesus to what seemed the bitter 
end. They followed Him through the worst 
—even to Calvary. Many had dropped be
hind and some had deserted Him. A faith
ful few could not be turned back. They 
must have been a great comfort to Him as 
He saw them present at the end.

Devoted Beyond Death Itself
John 20:1, 11-18

Jesus had been crucified and buried. It 
seemed that it was all over. Yet some, 
like Mary Magdalene, continued their min
istry of love and respect by visiting His 
grave and carrying out the customary cere
monies.

To their surprise they found an empty 
tomb and a risen Lord. By their loving 
devotion they were the first to see Him 
after His resurrection. In fact they were 
the first to tell the good news to the apostles. 
They witnessed with great joy to the reality 
of the risen Lord.

Remember that they were not expecting 
this glorious event. With broken hearts and 
crushed spirits they were continuing their 
loyalty and devotion. How richly all this 
was rewarded!

We know that He is alive. We know that 
He is in glory looking after our highest in
terests and coming again to receive us to 
Himself.

How much more should we be loyal and 
devoted in our enthusiastic discipleship to 
Him until He comes again in great glory 
with the angels to reward us!

SBC Radio And TV Presents
'The Human Dimension'

Documentaries on the lives of an astro
naut, a pastor in Communist Yugoslavia, 
and a POW returned from Vietnam, are 
among the subjects to be presented in the 
12 new half-hour segments of “The 
Human Dimension.”

“The Human Dimension,” an award
winning series of documentaries and dra
mas, is produced by the Southern Baptist 
Radio and Television Commission.

The series emphasizes the spiritual point 
of view in its approach to current issues so 
that aspects of the human dilemma emerge 
from each episode as relevant and urgent 
matters of concern for contemporary 
America.

The new episodes are:
HORAK—The story of Josip Horak, a 

Baptist minister in Yugoslavia and his 
Christian experiences in a Communist 
country.

THOUGH I WALK THROUGH THE 
VALLEY—This deals with death and 
teaches that one cannot really begin to live 
until he is prepared to die.

CATHEDRALS—A study of man’s ex
pression of his feeing for God as demon
strated in the great cathedrals of Europe.

IN THE PRESENCE OF MINE 
ENEMIES—Ex-POW Captain Howard E. 
Rutledge details how his faith helped him 
survive long periods of inhumane treat
ment.

SANDCASTLES—This documentary ex
plores child abuse and possible solutions 
to a menacing problem.

WINGS WITHIN—An account of the 
positive changes in the life of an Air Force 
officer after he became a Christian.

THE ANNIVERSARY—A documentary 
exploring the problem of boredom in a 
mechanized society. A close look is taken 
at the work habits and ethics of a 20th
Century America.

A WALK UP THE HILL—-This drama 
traces the moral and spiritual aspects of 
medical ethics as they relate to euthanasia.

SPARROW—An examination of the 
pressures and changes in rural life as caused 
by rapid communications and increasing 
urbanization.

HIGH FLIGHT—Astronaut James B. 
Irwin, lunar module pilot on the Apollo 15 
moon mission tells how his historic journey 
changed the direction of his life.
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Executive Secretary
By Ralph Norton

Following closely behind the Evangelistic 
Conference which was held last week are 
definite plans for Associational Evangelistic 

Conferences to be held 
across the state during 
the next few weeks. I’m 
sure it is not by accident 
that they are scheduled 
so close together, for the 
inspiration received at 
the state conference is 
so vital to the success 
of the meetings which 
are now being planned.

The attendance at the
Norton state conference was sig

nificant in that laymen 
from many of our churches attended in 
large numbers and much enthusiasm was 
expressed. It is most encouraging to note 
that increasing numbers of laymen are 
becoming involved in our evangelistic and 
lay-witnessing efforts, and this fact perhaps 
explains the reason why Tennessee was 
one of the few states last year which re
ported an increase in baptisms over the 
previous year. This is a trend which we 
hope to see continue each year. And we 
believe that evangelistic conferences pro
vide much stimulation among the lay peo
ple in our churches without whose ded
icated efforts very little can be accom
plished.

All churches should have information 
concerning the associational rallies, and we 
encourage pastors to make every effort pos
sible to attend and see that many of the 
members be present. We believe this will 
be the key to successful revivals and soul
winning efforts.

600 Assorted Sweet Onion Plants with 
free planting guide, $6.00 postpaid. 
TONCO, “Home of the Sweet 
Onion,” Farmersville, Texas . 75031.

HISTORICALLY
FROM THE FILES

50 YEARS AGO
James T. Harris resigned as Sun

day school superintendent of New
bern Church after a period of 20 
years. During that time of service, he 
was present every Sunday.

Bellevue Church, Memphis, report
ed the greatest year in its history with 
a total given to all causes of $40,000. 
There were 275 additions to the 
church. W. M. Bostick was pastor.

20 YEARS AGO
The B. B. McKinney Music Re

search Foundation, an organization 
for the perpetuation of the memory 
of the late B. B. McKinney, church 
music editor and secretary of the 
Church Music Department of the 
Baptist Sunday School Board for 
nearly 20 years, was established on 
the campus of Oklahoma Baptist Uni
versity in Shawnee.

In an editorial on “Evil Always De
mands We Don’t Disturb It,” Richard 
N. Owen stated that the cry “Leave 
us alone!” has always been the de
mand of those doing the devil’s busi
ness. “Sin will fight anybody who 
tries to break its grip on human life,” 
he emphasized.

10 YEARS AGO
Baxter First Church voted to begin 

construction of a new building. The 
facility was to consist of an auditori
um and educational plant. John L. 
Shephard was pastor.

Philip Dougan resigned as pastor of 
Collinwood First Church and ac
cepted the call of Jones Chapel 
Church in Paris. He served the Col
linwood Church for two years.

On Matters oi

Family Living
By Dr. B. David Edens,

Director, Marriage and Family Program 
Stephens College—Columbia, Missouri 65201

Squabbling Of Siblings Reflects 
Good Parent-Child Relationship
In a happy family, fighting among 

brothers and sisters erupts when a parent is 
present, disappears when another adult is in 
charge, says Dean of the Erikson Institute 
of Early Education.

Far from being a sign of parental failure, 
sibling squabbling shows children’s love for 
their parents, says Dr. Maria Piers. Each is 
fighting for a place in the sun, a stint as the 
“favorite.” “A measure of jealousy among 
children is a testimonial for their parents. 
It means the parents have conscientiously 
and consistently loved and disciplined 
them.”

Another reason brothers and sisters battle 
when mother or father is around is that they 
feel free to go at each other because the 
parent will stop them before anyone is 
seriously hurt, noted the educational psy
chologist. When no parent is present, broth
ers and sisters unite for mutual protection. 
“It’s reassuring that children do discover 
brotherly love and sisterly loyalty when 
they’re on their own.”

Battle-fatigued parents should not use 
this “entente cordiale” as an excuse for 
leaving the scene too often, however, cau
tions Piers. She believes that in order for 
children to make the vital, gradual dis
covery that they can do with less mothering 
they need to have mother around quite a 
lot.

How does the only child fight for his or 
her place in the sun of parental affection? 
Where there is no brother or sister to be 
jealous of, a child may show resentment of 
parents’ attachment to a pet, or their ab
sorption in outside activites, says Erikson 
Institute co-director Barbara Bowman.

If sibling rivalry is often an expression of 
love for the parents, should parents inter
fere? Both Piers and Bowman stress that 
youngsters should not be permitted to in
flict pain on each other.

Hope For Modern Man 
Available Free

In cooperation with the American 
Bible Society, the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention is making available, with
out cost, copies of Hope For Modern 
Man (The Gospel of John in Today’s 
English Version).

Requests for as many copies as 
needed may be made to: Tennessee 
Baptist Convention, Box 347, Brent
wood, Tn., 37027.

Baptist World Alliance and Scandinavia 
July 3-17

$1198 Round Trip from Chattanooga 
Brochure Available

with full details of hotels, meals, sight
seeing, etc.

Ansell T. Baker 
First Baptist Church
Athens, Tennessee 37303 

Experienced Tour Organizer and Director

Drexel
Church Furnishings

Formerly Southern Desk Company

Superior Seating-Solid wood and 
Deepfoam Cushioned Pews 

Pulpit and Chancel Furniture
Phone 704/322-8380 

Dept. J. P. O. Drawer 2187 
Hickory, North Carolina 28601
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A Gun At Your Throat 
Leaves Little Time To Think’

By Robert O’Brien

BALTIMORE — Kenneth Mullins 
thought of his wife and four children and 
“just wondered where they would find my 
body.”

A gun, pressed to his throat, forced him 
to look out of the passenger’s side in the 
front seat of a car which picked its way 
through the dark streets of Baltimore’s 
ghetto.

Just minutes before, the 52-year-old 
Baptist minister from Nashville, Tenn., had 
parked his rental car outside a Ramada Inn 
in Baltimore, about 9:45 p.m., Jan. 27. 
He had come from a meeting at Shelbourne 
Baptist Church, where he had traveled, on 
assignment from the Nashville-based South
ern Baptist Convention Stewardship Com
mission, to help launch a fund raising 
campaign for the church.

Two young black men, in their early 
20’s, converged from both sides. One 
stuck a gun in his stomach and said, “Get 
back in the car or I’ll kill you.”

“My only thought at that moment,” de
clares Mullins, assistant director of church 
capital funding for the Stewardship Com
mission, “was: ‘Can I be as lucky as Mike 
Speer?’ ”

In late 1971, Speer, the Stewardship 
Commission’s associate executive director, 
was shot in the head during a robbery by 
two men on the streets of Los Angeles. 
Miraculously, the bulletin, which entered 
behind Speer’s left ear, exited through his 
mouth, with no permanent damage.

Now, a little more than three years 
later, Mullins, a Stewardship Commission 
staffer for about three-and-a-half years, was 
certain he was ready for the same fate.

In the car, the two Baltimore thugs took 
his wallet, containing $100, and removed 
his glasses. They returned the wallet and 
credit cards.

“What kind of watch is that?” one de
manded.

“It’s a Timex,” Mullins replied.
“Well keep the thing, then,” the man 

snapped.
“I said to them, ‘I regret that you fellows 

feel like this is the only way that you 
have to exist,’ ” recalls Mullins, a pastor 
in Texas and his native Oklahoma before 
joining the Stewardship Commission.

“You shut up,” he was told. “We don’t 
want any talking.”

“One of them did say,‘We don’t have 
much of a chance. We’ve got to make our 
own chance this way,’ ” Mullins recalls.

Continually repeating profanities and 
threats to kill him, as one drove and the 
other sat in the back seat holding the gun 
in Mullins throat, the two men angrily de
manded more money and the title to the 
car.

Mullins, at first in vain, explained that 
he had no more money, because he charged 
most of his expenses, and that the car was 
a rental car.

Going through papers in his briefcase, 
the men discovered the car rental agree
ment and his files on work with Southern 
Baptist churches in fund raising.

“What do you do?” he was asked. “I’m a 
Baptist minister, and I work with churches,” 
Mullins responded.

At any moment, he felt, they would 
shoot him and dump his body, but a sur
prising thing happened.

“When I said I was a minister, the one 
in the back—thankfully the one with the 
gun—calmed down and even handed me 
back my coin purse.”

The driver continued abusive threats but 
his companion said, “Man, just hush. This 
fellow isn’t going to try to do anything. He 
told you he was a Baptist preacher.”

For the first time Mullins began to have 
some hope. After about 30 minutes of 
driving—it seemed much longer to Mullins 
—the driver pulled the car over. They got 
out, instructing him to turn the car around 
and leave without looking back. He didn’t 
stay to argue.

Back at the Ramada lnn, about 10 miles 
away, he reported the incident to Baltimore 
police and then decided to remain to finish 
his work with Shelbourne Baptist Church.

“I’m just glad all they got was $100,” he 
said managing a laugh as he summed up his 
reactions.

How did he come to grips with the idea 
of death?

“At that particular time, with a gun at 
your throat, there’s not much time to think, 
and it’s cerainly no time for heroics. 
There’s not much you can do except leave 
it in the hands of the Lord.” (BP)

Mrs. H. R. Jernigan
Dies In Springfield

Funeral services were held recently for 
Mrs. H. R. Jernigan, a member of the Or
linda Church, Robertson County Associ
ation. Mrs. Jernigan died of a heart at
tack Jan. 14.

A retired elementary school teacher, she 
was active in the church program having 
served as Girls Auxiliary leader, Woman’s 
Missionary Union president, and a Sunday 
School teacher in the intermediate depart
ment for more than 25 years. Her husband, 
Raymond and son, Gene, both of Spring
field, both serve as deacons at the Orlinda 
Church.

Other survivors include a son, William 
Raymond Jernigan, Madisonville, Ky., and a 
sister, Mrs. Rosabel Welden, Springfield.

Lester Morriss Heads Texas 
Baptist Evangelism Division

DALLAS—Lester L. Mor
riss, 54, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Midland, Tex., for 21 
years, has been named director 
of the evangelism division for 
the Baptist General Convention 
of Texas.

He succeeds C. Wade Free
man, who retired on Dec. 31 
after 28 years in the position.

Morriss has served as pastor 
of the Midland church since 
1954, during which time the 
chucrh has recorded more than 
3,000 baptisms.

Since 1969, the 6, -mem
ber church has been spotlighted 
by “Christian Life” magazine 
as having one of the 50 largest 
Sunday Schools in the United 
States, with a current enroll
ment of 3,170.

He is a former chairman of 
both the Texas executive board 
and its human welfare commis
sion, has served as parliamen
tarian for both the Southern 
and Texas Baptist Conventions, 
has been a member of the 
Southern Baptist Home Mission 
Board and has served as trustee 
for several Texas Baptist colle- 
leges (BP)

Tennessean Attends 
Counseling Clinic

NEW ORLEANS—Joe Harris of Hunt
ingdon, superintendent of associational mis
sions for Carroll-Benton Association, was 
one of 17 superintendents of missions from 
seven states who convened at New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary here for a 
recent counseling clinic. The five-day work
shop, held Jan. 20-24, was sponsored joint
ly by the seminary and the Division of As
sociational Services of the Home Mission 
Board.

Purpose of the clinic was to aid the 
superintendents in dealing with various 
counseling situations. Such topics as “How 
Superintendents of Missions Can Open 
Channels for Counseling,” “Types and Ap
proaches to Counseling,” “The Pastor and 
His Career Problems,” “The Pastor and 
His Family Problems,” and “Developing 
an Associational Counseling Ministry” 
were discussed.

Seminary faculty members who par
ticipated in the clinic included Carroll 
Freeman, S. J. Watson, Harold Rutledge, 
and Thomas J. Delaughter.
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