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C-N Announces Establishment Of
Southern Baptist

The Executive Co Hill ittee of Carson-
Newman College Board of Trustees passed 
a resolution establishing a Chair of South
ern Baptist Studies at the East Tennessee 
Baptist college.

Walter B. Shurden, C-N associate pro
fessor of religion, is to occupy the Chair 
during 1975.

The resolution creating the Chair ex
pressed gratitude for Southern Baptists, 
their contributions and leadership. It was felt 
that such a Chair would contribute to the
education of C-N students as well as to the
total ministry of the Southern Baptist Con
vention.

Approximately $300, endowment willWL
be needed to underwrite the establishment
of the Chair of Southern Baptist Studies. 
The Chair, which will eventually be named 
as a memorial to an outstanding Southern 
Baptist personality, is believed to be the first 
of its kind in any Southern Baptist college 
or seminary.

Responsibilities of the occupant (Shurden) 
of the Chair will include development of a 
curriculum of Baptist studies within the 
C-N Religion Department, to act as a 
catalyst to procure Southern Baptist records 
and memorabilia for the C-N library, to 
serve as the center on the college campus 
for calling attention ot C-N as an integral

Mrs. Helen Kennedy, director of chil
dren’s work for the Church Training De
partment of the Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion, was honored recently by Women Pro
fessional International in Nashville. The 
organization presented Mrs. Kennedy with 
the executive recognition award for ac
complishments in the field of business she 
represents. It was the first time in the 
history of the organization that an award 
was presented to anyone in the field of 
religion. Seated with Mrs. Kennedy at the 
awards banquet is her husband, Ed Kennedy.

Studies Chair
part of Southern and Tennessee Baptist life, 
to spearhead convocations on the C-N 
campus where Southern Baptist scholars can 
be brought together to do in-depth studies 
of Southern Baptist life, to attend significant 
meetings of Southern Baptists on both the 
state and convention-wide levels, and to 
accept as many convention-wide speaking 
engagements as possible.

A native of Greenwood, Miss., Shurden 
is married to the former Kay Wilson of 
Greenville, Miss., who is assistant professor 
of education at C-N. They are the parents 
of three children.

In 1958 Shurden received his Bachelor’s 
degree from Mississippi College, where he 
was named the Outstanding Ministerial Stu
dent. He received the B.D. and Th.D. de
grees from New Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary.

Camp Space Taken 
At Linden, Carson

According to a recent announcement 
from the WMU office of Tennessee Bap
tist Convention, Camp Linden has no more 
space available for the weeks of June 9-13 
and June 23-27. Both of these weeks are 
scheduled for Girls in Action camps. In 
addition, all space has been taken at Camp 
Carson for the week of July 14-18, also for 
Girls in Action.

Linden Conference Of Deaf
To Be Held June 28-29

C. F. Landon, a former missionary to 
the deaf, will be featured speaker at the 
Tennessee Baptist Conference of the Deaf 
which will be held at Camp Linden June 28- 
29.

Jarvis Hearn, missionary to the deaf in 
Tennessee, reports that the theme for the 
program will be “A Christian and His Eth
ics.”

Registration will start at 9:00 a.m. Sat
urday, followed by a program and business 
meeting in the afternoon. A delightful eve
ning of entertainment will be provided. Mrs. 
C. F. Landon will present a chalk talk, 
which will be followed by skits, drama, fun
time and fellowship. Sunday morning wor
ship will conclude the program.

The conference is sponsored by the Mis
sions Department of the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention.

Coming Events
June 3—Sunday School Orientation, Bell 

Avenue Baptist Church, Knoxville.
June 5—Sunday School Orientation, Jud

son Baptist Church, Nashville.
June 5-6—Orientation for Tennessee Stu

dent Missionaries, Executive Board 
Building, Brentwood.

June 9-13—GA Camp, Camp Linden.
June 9-13—RA Camp, Camp Carson.
June 13-15—RA Father and Son Camp, 

Camp Carson.
June 16-20—RA Camp, Camp Carson.
June 16-20—Acteens Camp, Camp Linden.
June 19—Sunday School Orientation, West 

Jackson Baptist Church, Jackson.
June 23-27—Youth Camp for the Deaf, 

Camp Carson.
June 23-27—GA Camp, Camp Linden.
June 28-29—Tennessee Baptist Conference 

of the Deaf, Camp Linden
July 1—State Speakers Tournament and 

Bible Drills, Executive Board Building, 
Tennessee Baptist Convention, Brent
wood.

Youth Camp For Deaf 
At Carson, June 23-25

The Youth Camp for the Hearing Tm- 
paired (Deaf and Hard of Hearing), spon
sored by the Missions Department of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention, will be held 
at Camp Carson June 23-25. Registration 
will begin Monday afternoon, June 23.

A program of Bible study, skills, and 
recreation will be conducted with staff 
members skilled in the language of signs.

Jarvis Hearn, missionary to the deaf in 
Tennessee, will direct the camp. Neal Pey
ton, associate missionary to the deaf in 
North Carolina, will be camp pastor.

Children’s Homes

"REACH OUT"
By James M. Gregg, 

Executive Director-Treasurer
In our chapel service this morning one 

of our summer music workers sang “Reach 
out and touch—”. One phrase in that very 
fine song says, “Reach out and make a 
home for the homeless.” That is exactly 
what you fellow Tennessee Baptists are 
doing at this season through your Mother’s 
Day Offerings for the Children’s Homes. 
Thank you for every gift whether small or 
large. God will bless you for it.

Through May 29, we had received a to
tal of $37,183, for which we praise God.



Greetings And Benediction
By Herschel H. Hobbs

“By Silvanus, a faithful brother unto 
you, as I suppose, I have written briefly, 
exhorting, and testifying that this is the 
true grace of God wherein ye stand.”— 
1 Peter 5:12

This verse introduces the conclusion of 
the epistle. The Greek reads, “Through 
Silvanus, to you a faithful brother as I 
regard him.” “Silvanus” is Silas, who was 
Paul’s companion on his second missionary 
journey (Acts 15:27, 32, 40; 16:19, 25; 
17:4, 10, 14-15; I Thess. 1:1; 2 Thess. 1:1). 
Silvanus wrote I Peter as Peter dictated it. 
Note also that John Mark (Marcus) is with 
Peter (see Acts 12:12; 13:15; 15:37-39; Col. 
4:10; Philemon 24; 2 Tim. 4:11). Second- 
century Christian history relates that he 
traveled with Peter and was his interpreter 
among the Romans. Also, that he heard 
Peter preach and wrote down what he said. 
This is regarded as his main source for his 
Gospel. Peter’s sermon in Cornelius’ house 
is a good outline of that Gospel.

To what place does “Babylon” refer? 
Some see it as ancient Babylon; others as
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symbolism for Rome (Rev. 17:5). Strong 
arguments are made for each. I feel that 
Rome is the more likely place. So along 
with Peter, Silvanus, Mark, and the church 
at “Babylon” greet the readers.

The “kiss of charity” or “of love” (agape) 
was a kiss on the cheek or forehead to 
indicate goodwill as they observed the Lord’s 
Supper. Note “holy kiss” (Rom. 16:16; I 
Cor. 16:20; II Cor. 13:12; I Thess. 5:26). 
Robertson says that abuse of this kiss led it 
to be confined to men kissing men and 
women kissing women, and finally to its 
abandonment.

Peter began and closed this letter with 
a prayer that peace be with his readers. 
It is to all who are in Christ, the most 
blessed fellowship of all.

pulpit Jta
By Jim Griffith

As messengers gather this weekend 
for the opening of the Southern Baptist 
Convention in Miami Beach, Fla., we 
Baptists have much for which we can 
be grateful.

First, I am grateful to be a Baptist. 
To put it another way:
I had rather be a Baptist as I work 
every hour
Than be a Presbyterian and never 
feel the power.
I would rather be a Baptist and 
ready to run the race
Than to be a Methodist who fears 
to fall from grace.
I would rather be a Baptist and 
have to walk the rope
Than to be a Catholic and have 
to bow to the Pope.
But I would rather be a Christian 
and know I am in the right 
Than to be a Baptist and always 
in the fight.

Moreover, as we reflect on both the 
progress and purpose of our conven
tion, let us not forget the words of 
Jesus: “For unto whomsoever much 
is given, of him shall be much re
quired.”

Devotional

Mrs. Cottrell

Be Thankful
By Mrs. John L. Cottrell

“In everything give thanks: for this is the 
will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you” 
(1 Thess. 5:18 KJ).

I became all ears that 
Sunday morning when 
the minister read this 
Scripture and interpreted 
“everything” to include 
bad experiences as well 
as good. This was hard 
to believe and I began to 
enumerate instances in 
which one couldn’t pos
sibly give thanks.

And yet Rom. 8:28 LB 
states, “And we know 
that all that happens to

us is working for our good if we love God 
and are fitting into His plans.”

I decided to try it. That first morning I 
told God of my willingness to obey and 
asked Him to be in control and teach me. 
I had scheduled a full day—with dinner 
guests that night. Right off, I spilled flour 
on the floor. There was neither time nor 
hankering to clean flour off the floor. Irri
tated, the commitment made that morning 
came to mind. With real effort, I prayed, 
“Heavenly Father, this doesn’t make sense 
to me, but I want to be obedient; thank 
you.” Imagine the surprise when my annoy
ance disappeared; again content, I laughed 
and cleaned the floor.

Next came a hard-to-open can; then, 
spilled sugar. Later, my cake fell apart. 
There was not time to make another des
sert. God was certainly giving me oppor
tunities to practice on my commitment. 
After each mishap, I thanked God. There 
was no feeling of thankfulness before I said 
‘thank you;’ I was just willing to be obedi
ent. Each time upon obeying, calmness 
came. I fitted the cake together. Yes, it 
looked terrible—but tasted delicious.

In spite of the very full day and a few 
other mishaps, I was rested and relaxed 
when my company arrived. I told them 
about my experience. Our discussion which 
followed was both exhilarating and profit
able.

Saying “thank you” in everything is now 
a way of life for me—even in serious 
matters.

Thanks is faith verbalized!
Note: Mrs. Cottrell is the former Ruby Ballard 

who served as office secretary in the Training 
Union Department and other offices of the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention. Her address is P. O. 
Box 40377, Nashville, TN 37205.

NOTICEI
No pictures are being returned unless 
a self-addressed stamped envelope is 
sent with the picture. This is due to 
the increase in postal rates.
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Baptist Laymen Contribute 
To Tennessee Baptist Life

This article is the first in a series of personality 
features to be published in your "Baptist And 
Reflector”. All feature articles in this series will 
focus on representative Tennessee laymen who 
have made outstanding contributions through TBC 
institutions to Baptist life in the state. They are, 
in a real sense, both faithful and effective—but 
too often are the "unsung heroes” of our de
nominational life.

A veteran educator, civic leader and 
denominational layman for many years, 
Daniel Harley Fite stands out as one of 

Tennessee’s outstanding 
leaders in Christian edu
cation.

A native Tennessean, 
born in Auburntown, 
Fite is married to the 
former Esther Robinson, 
also of Auburntown. 
They had four daugh
ters: Elizabeth, deceased; 
Lila, Esther and Bettye 
Ruth.

Obtaining his B.S. de
gree from Middle Ten

nessee State College in 1927, Fite continued 
his education at Peabody College in Nash
ville, where he received his master’s degree 
in 1931 and then his doctor of philosophy 
degree in 1942.

From 1922 to 1926, he served as princi
pal in several Tennessee high schools. Be
tween 1927 and 1931, Fite acted as assistant 
headmaster at Memphis University School 
before being appointed the director of 
teacher education at Austin Peay State 
College—a position he held for 10 years 
prior to becoming dean in 1942. Later, he 
served as visiting professor of education at 
Peabody College, as well as an education 
consultant for the Tennessee Valley Au
thority.

Was President 20 Years
In 1947, Fite was serving as head of the 

department of education at State Teachers 
College in Florence, Ala., when he was 
asked to come to Carson-Newman College. 
Upon his arrival at C-N in the fall of 1948, 
he was named the 18th president of the 
school. He served in that capacity until his 
retirement on August 31, 1968.

Commented John A. Fincher, current 
president of C-N, “Harley Fite’s contribu
tions to the growth and development of the 
college during his 20 years as president are 
too numerous to mention. His administra
tion alone is responsible for 10 new build
ings on campus.” Added president Fincher,

“He was a good planner with expertise in 
fund raising and has continued to be a wise 
advisor through the years that I have served 
the college as president.”

Fite holds membership in many learned 
and professional societies, including the 
Tennessee Education Association, the Na
tional Education Association, The American 
Association of School Administrators, the 
Tennessee Public School Officers Association 
and the Association of Higher Education.

Popular as a speaker and dedicated as a 
civic and church leader, he has served as a 
member of the board of directors and as 
president of the Jefferson City Chamber of 
Commerce, as well as president and lieu
tenant governor of the Civitan Club.

He has also served twice as president of 
the Southern Association of Baptist Colleges 
and as vice-president and president of the 
Tennessee College Association. Presently, 
Fite is serving as a director of the University 
Parks of America and as a vice-president for

Chestua Church, Madisonville, recently celebrated its 150th anniversary with all-day 
services. In February 1925, the church was organized, and George Snider was called as 
pastor. The first Sunday School was established in 1861, and in 1899, the Sunday School 
was reorganized and began using Southern Baptist literature. The BYPU and WMU 
were organized in 1920. Services were held in the church’s new building in April, 1950. 
During the anniversary celebration, the history of the church was read and 10 former 
pastors were recognized. Lester Young is pastor.

Morristown Federal Savings and Loan As
sociation.

Active Church Leader
A deacon and adult Sunday School 

teacher at the First Church of Jefferson 
City, Fite has served in this same capacity 
in other churches in Florence, Alabama and 
Clarksville, Tenn.

Additionally, Fite is active as a member 
of the Board of Trustees at the Midwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary. He has served 
six years on the Education Commission of 
the Southern Baptist Convention, and is a 
member of the Board of Directors of Holly 
Oaks Retirement Village, a project of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention.

Among the numerous honors and awards 
that he has received while at C-N, are the 
Lane Bryant Award for Community Service 
in 1968, and the Chamber of Commerce 
Citizen of the Year Award in 1974. In 1963, 
Fite was named the recipient of the Distin
guished Alumnus Award from Middle Ten
nessee State University.

The author of many articles, he is listed 
in Who’s Who In America, Who’s Who In 
American Education, Who’s Who In The 
Southeast And Southwest, Presidents Of 
American Colleges And Universities, Na
tional Social Directory, World Biography 
and Dictionary Of International Biography.
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C Messengers Plan Business, 
Two Birthday Observances

MIAMI BEACH—Amidst bell ringing 
and torch waving in observance of two 
birthdays, some 16,000 registered “messen
gers” from across the nation will gather 
here, June 10-12, to conduct the business 
of the Southern Baptist Convention (SBC).

The 118th annual session of the 130-year- 
old SBC will celebrate the nation’s bicenten
nial and the 50th anniversary of its multi
million-dollar Cooperative Program unified 
budget, which has played a major role in 
projecting it from a small, rural-based, 
southern body to the nation’s largest Prot
estant-evangelical denomination.

The SBC has 12.5-million-members in 
34,734 churches throughout all 50 states 
and conducts foreign mission work in 83 
countries through its Foreign Mission Board, 
the world’s largest missionary sending 
agency.

As of May 27, the Miami Beach Con
vention Bureau had assigned 5,500 rooms 
for the convention, with many others, a 
spokesman said, making their own arrange
ments. Plenty of rooms were still available, 
a convention bureau spokesperson said.

Before the main convention gets under
way on Tuesday morning, June 10, several 
major auxiliary meetings, with several thou
sand in attendance, will get underway Sun
day night, June 8, and conclude June 9.

The Southern Baptist Pastors’ Conference 
and Woman’s Missionary Union (WMU), 
SBC auxiliary, plan a joint session Sunday 
night in North Hall and will separate during 
morning, afternoon and evening sessions, 
Monday.

New WMU President To Be Named
At the WMU conference, Mrs. R. L. 

(Marie) Mathis, national WMU president, 
who has served 13 years in the office on two 
different occasions, will step down and a 
successor will be elected.

Other major side conferences, June 8-9, 
include the Southern Baptist Church Music 
Conference (at Central Baptist Church, 
Miami, on Sunday and the Miami Beach 
Hyatt House on Monday) and the Southern 
Baptist Religious Education Conference at 
the Hotel Seville.

Seemingly, when the main SBC session 
gets underway, no divisive issues loom 
on the horizon, and SBC President Jaroy 
Weber, pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Lubbock, Tex., hopes the convention will 
not debate “insignificant issues.”

A Committee of Seven, appointed last 
year to study the SBC Executive Committee 
(which operates SBC business in certain 
matters between sessions) and a possible 

name change for the SBC, will recommend, 
on the basis of extensive opinion surveys 
among Southern Baptists, no name change 
be considered at this time.

Weber said he hopes people will leave 
the SBC annual session—built around the 
theme, “Let Christ’s Freedom Ring”—with 
a greater compassion for the spiritual and 
physical needs of the world. “World con
ditions are so serious that we can’t debate 
insignificant issues,” said Weber, who will 
deliver his presidential address, Tuesday 
night, June 10.

World hunger and disaster relief will 
likely surface as a topic for discussion dur
ing the three-day gathering in Miami Beach.

SBC state and national agencies and indi
vidual Southern Baptists have shown a 
growing concern about world hunger and 
Southern Baptists’ ability to respond to 
various kinds of disaster throughout the 
world.

The role of women in the church was 
an issue during the past two annual sessions 
of the convention in Portland and Dallas. 
No actions on the subject have been pro
posed thus far this year, convention leaders 
say.

Bylaw Changes To Be Recommended

Other business will involve a series of 
recommendations on bylaw changes, in
cluding a suggestion that at least one year 
should elapse before a person is eligible for 
election to a board or agency after serving 
two previous terms on another board or 
agency; and a suggestion that the Committee 
on Boards give first consideration to those 
primarily involved in local church work 
when selecting members of SBC boards.

The latter recommendation would not 
preclude use of denominational persons 
(such as associational and state convention 
employees) on boards, but would ask that 
first consideration go to persons active in 
programs of the local church, such as staff 
members and laypersons.

Charles Colson, convicted Nixon presi
dential aide, who testified during the Water
gate trials to a life-changing experience with 
Jesus Christ, will speak to the Monday 
night, June 9, session of the SBC Pastors’ 
Conference at the Miami Beach Convention 
Center.

Two Vietnamese Baptists, Mrs. Le This 
Ngoc Lang and her husband, Trinh Ngoc 
Thanh, will speak at the Monday morning 
WMU session. Both were Baptist leaders 
in their country and escaped the Communist 
takeover.

Former Miss America, Vonda Kay Van 
Dyke, a performer and active Christian 
witness, will appear on the SBC program 
Wednesday night, June 11. She replaces 
Anita Bryant, who was announced earlier.

Among others on the three-day program 
besides Weber, who is expected to be re
elected to a second one-year term as presi
dent, and Miss Van Dyke, are Jimmy R. 
Allen, pastor of First Baptist Church, San 
Antonio, Tex., who will preach the conven
tion sermon on Wednesday morning; enter
tainer Jerry Clower of Yazoo City, Miss., a 
Southern Baptist deacon, who will deliver a 
major address Thursday morning; and for
mer SBC president, W. A. Criswell, pastor 
of First Baptist Church, Dallas, who will 
speak Thursday afternoon.

Mississippi’s Bell To Ring Before Sessions
Each session will open with the ringing 

of a replica of the Liberty Bell, commemo
rating the nation’s bicentennial. Before the 
convention, the bell, loaned to the SBC by 
the state of Mississippi, went on a historic 
route to Baptist sites in Philadelphia, Wash
ington, D.C., Richmond, Raleigh and Sa
vannah. Stops along the way included rallies 
and remembrances of Baptist contributions 
to the nation’s first 200 years.

The convention will also feature emphasis 
on the Cooperative Program, which has 
produced nearly $1.6 billion for state and 
national SBC needs since its inception in 
1925. This is in addition to the billions 
more retained by local churches for their 
needs during this 50-year period.

Some 1,200 youthful runners, in the 
SBC’s Royal Ambassador (RA) program 
for boys operated by the SBC Brotherhood 
Commission, will relay a lighted torch 1,280 
miles from Memphis to Miami Beach during 
May and June in celebration of the Co
operative Program 50th anniversary.

The torch, symbolizing the gospel spread 
in the United States and 83 foreign coun
tries around the world by the Cooperative 
Program, was lighted May 13 in Memphis, 
birthplace of the Cooperative Program, and 
carried in relays to the convention. It will be 
presented to the SBC messengers June 10 
in a special feature on the Cooperative Pro
gram the opening night of the convention 
during the SBC Stewardship Commission’s 
report.

On a sadder note, messengers will mourn 
the death of Charles King, a Kentucky 
Baptist pastor, who died during his term as 
second vice president of the SBC. King was 
the first black national SBC officer in the 
convention’s history. (BP)
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Persia Youth Complete 25
Years Of Youth Week Work

Pictured are this year’s Youth Week officers from Persia: front row—(left to right) 
Linda Fletcher, music director; Norman Wright, Sunday School director; Jeffrey Hagood, 
assistant Sunday School director. Back Row—Eddie Williams, Youth Week pastor; 
Gregory Lawson, assistant pastor; Billy Nichols, educational director; Derward Rich
ardson, Church Training Director.
Twenty-five years ago Mrs. Bruce Turner, 

a member of Persia Church in Holston 
Valley Association, read about a relatively 
new idea for young people of the church. It 
was called “Youth Week.”

After reading the article, she recalls, she 
was thrilled with the opportunity that it 
would give the youth of the church to 
participate in leadership roles. Summoning 
the courage to talk with her pastor about the 
idea, she gained his support and began 
initiating the program at Persia.

Every year since then Mrs. Turner has 
promoted the work and enlisted a young 
man in the church to serve as youth pastor. 
Out of this group of young men have come 
four ministers, a lawyer, a doctor, engineers, 
and other professional men. In addition, 
many have gone on to serve as deacons.

“Each year I write the former youth 
pastors,” Mrs. Turner stated. “They try to 
be present for the youth service, but if they 
cannot, they send a note back to the church. 
We post the pictures of every year’s par
ticipants, and it is certainly a great history 
for our church.” She added, “The majority 
of our present church officers and teachers 
were former Youth Week officers.”

This year Mrs. Turner retires as head of 
this committee. In appreciation for her 

service, church members presented a silver 
tray to her. “It has been a glorious 25-year 
experience,” Mrs. Turner said. And, follow
ing her retirement, she was assured that the 
work would go on.

New Pastors’ Orientation Held In Brentwood
Twenty-four Tennessee pastors attended 

the orientation meeting for new pastors to 
the state May 19-20 in Brentwood.

Sessions were held under the direction of 
Ralph Norton, executive secretary-treasurer 
of the Tennessee Baptist Convention. The 
men learned of the work of the convention 
through discussion groups, presentations of 
convention programs, and visits to individual 
departments and agencies in the TBC build
ing. On Tuesday a covered dish luncheon, 
provided by the staff of the convention, was 
served to the pastors.

Those attending and their churches in
cluded: Ronald Arflin, Dunlap First Church; 
James A. Atchley, Lincoln Park Church, 
Knoxville; Richard Cassidy, Baileyton First 
Church; Larry Corder, Olive Branch 
Church, Ripley; Paul Gunn, Dotsonville 
Church, Woodlawn; George Hughes, Chris
tiana Church, Christiana; Houston Inman,

Autograph Parties Scheduled 
For R. Paul Caudill

Two autograph parties are being held in 
Memphis in honor of R. Paul Caudill. The 
first one will be held at the Baptist Book 
Store, 5150 Old Summer Road, June 13, 
from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. On June 14, he 
will be at the Family Book Store by Zonder- 
van at 3475 Raleigh Springs Mall from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Caudill retired March 2 as pastor of First 
Church, Memphis, on his 31st anniversary 
as its pastor. He is continuing his preaching, 
teaching, writing, and is available for speak
ing engagements, Bible lectures and evan
gelist services.

Belmont Names Two To Faculty
Glen E. Kelley, executive vice president 

and academic dean at Belmont College, has 
announced the appointment of two new 
members to the college faculty for 1975-76.

N. William Hazen, professor of marketing 
and international business at California State 
University, Long Beach, will join the faculty 
as professor of business administration.

C. Pat Taylor, student teacher supervisor 
at Memphis State University, will become 
assistant professor of education.

Hazen holds degrees from the University 
of Paris, Louisiana State University, and 
the University of California. His prior 
teaching experience includes service at the 
Universities of Kentucky, California, and 
Southern California.

Taylor is a native of Salem, Ky., and 
holds degrees from the University of Ten
nessee-Martin, Western Kentucky and 
Memphis State Universities. He previously 
taught in the Crittenden County School 
System, Marion, Ky., and at Geeter High 
School and Shelby State Community Col
lege, both in Memphis. He served as an 
admissions counselor at Union University 
for one year.

South Pittsburgh First Church; Doug Mc
Pherson, Cedar Grove Church, Maryville; 
Dale Martin, Clark Street Church, Johnson 
City; David Moore, Lincoya Hills Church, 
Nashville.

Also attending were Levi Parish, Allen 
Church, Brownsville; Henry H. Russell, 
Immanuel Church, Maryville; E. C. Haga
man, Big Creek Church, Rogersville; Fred 
Tubbs, Oak Grove Church, Covington; Ray 
Linville, Clear Branch Church, Erwin; Bill 
Davenport, West View Church, Rogersville; 
Ralph E. Hoover, First Church, Morrison; 
Steve Playl, Shellsford Church, McMinn
ville; Dearing L. Garner, Calvary Church, 
Erwin; Lon D. Shoopman, First Church, 
Madisonville; Walter Isley, Central Church, 
Kingston; Alfred Luffman, Walnut Grove 
Church, Dover; Grant Bishop, Buffalo 
Church, Jefferson City; and Dennis R. 
Stapleton, First Church, Summitville.
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Acteens Conference Doubles; 
Miss America To Speak

Shirley Cothran, Miss America, (left) plans with Beverly Sutton, WMU’s Acteens 
consultant, for the National Acteens Conference. More than 10,000 girls are registered 
for the conference June 25-29 in Memphis, and approximately 1,500 Acteens are 
registered from Tennessee.

Shirley Cothran, the reigning Miss Amer
ica and a former Acteens leader, will be in 
the lineup of more than 50 program per
sonalities in the National Acteens Confer
ence slated for Memphis June 25-29.

More than 10,000 Acteens and their 
leaders have registered, with scant room left 
for latecomers, according to Beverly Sutton, 
Acteens consultant for Southern Baptist 
Woman’s Missionary Union. Miss Sutton 
said the registration now stands at more 
than double the original projection. WMU 
has moved the meeting into larger quarters 
each time registration exceeded capacity.

Most NAC sessions will be held in the 
Cook Convention Center. Theme for the 
meeting is “In Touch,” designed to brief 
girls on how they can relate to worldwide 
crises through missions.

Special NAC features will relate to the 
fifth anniversary of Acteens, which is 
WMU’s missions organization for junior 
high and senior high school girls. A “time 
capsule” exhibit will involve girls in the 
Acteens anniversary celebration. Other ex
hibits will be built as streets of the world 
and will give girls a chance to meet and 
talk with 36 missionaries.

Miss America will give her testimony 
Wednesday evening, June 25th.

Multimedia theme interpretations pre

sented by the Home' Mission Board and 
Foreign Mission Board staffs will begin 
each session. Biblical dramas written and 
directed by Bob Oldenburg, minister of 
education at Leawood Baptist Church of 
Kansas City, Kans., will spark late-night 
discussion groups.

The Acteens will participate in the com
missioning of several young home and 
foreign missionaries who are en route to 
mission appointments.

Music will be directed by Forbes Woods, 
minister of music at North Phoenix Baptist 
Church in Arizona. Several singing groups 
from Southern Baptist ethnic groups will 
perform. Theme meditations feature Andrew 
Culverwell, a young recording artist from 
Somerset, England.

Wendell Belew, director of the Missions 
Division of the Home Mission Board, will 
lead the Acteens in a concluding service of 
commitment.

Mrs. Charles Caldwell, author and model
ing teacher from Houston, Texas, will lead 
creative prayer periods.

Juliette Mather, WMU’s first young peo
ple’s leader and long-retired editorial secre
tary of the organization, will present daily 
summaries of the news and will explain 
missions implications.

Other major speakers will be M. Thomas

Carson-Newman Summer School
Registration Is June 9

The 1975 Summer School at Carson- 
Newman College will begin June 10 and end 
July 11. Registration will be held on Mon
day, June 9, in the Stokely Building for all 
summer school students.

Registration for the second term is sched
uled for Friday, July 11, with classes run
ning from July 14 until Aug. 14.

Summer school is open to all regular 
students, as well as public school teachers, 
beginning freshmen, and anyone else wish
ing to further their education at C-N during 
the summer months.

High school juniors having outstanding 
scholastic records and who wish to graduate 
early are encouraged to apply for the early 
admissions program at C-N.

Special activities scheduled for this sum
mer will be freshman counseling sessions, 
boys and girls basketball camps, Upward 
Bound, Youth Leadership Conferences and 
a Student Science Training Program spon
sored by the National Science Foundation.

Annuity Board To Use 
Info Dial This Summer

DALLAS—A toll free telephone system 
designed to improve communications with 
Southern Baptists will be tried this summer 
by the denomination’s Annuity Board here.

“Info Dial,” as the system will be known, 
will be in service Monday-Friday from 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. (Central Time) in the 
continental U.S. during June, July, and 
August.

“The experimental system is designed to 
provide immediate help to members of our 
retirement and insurance plans, as well as 
furnish general information about the Board 
to anyone interested,” said Darold H. Mor
gan, Annuity Board president.

“Operators assigned to answering the calls 
will be qualified to assist you,” he added.

For all states in the continental U.S. ex
cept Texas, the toll free number to dial is 
1-800-527-4767. Texans must dial a differ
ent number: 1-800-492-2182.

“We will evaluate the effectiveness of this 
service to determine if we should consider 
this telephone system as a permanent 
method of communication with Southern 
Baptists,” Morgan said.

Starkes, Campus Minister at Southwestern 
Missouri State University; Beverly Ham
mack, Christian Social Ministries Depart
ment of the Home Mission Board; Sam 
DeBord, Mission Support Division of the 
Foreign Mission Board; Jerry Scruggs, Home 
Mission Board; Carolyn Weatherford, WMU 
executive secretary; and Alma Hunt, former 
WMU executive secretary.
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, June 8,1975

In. A Disturbed Fellowship
By Dr. W. R. White 

Baylor University, Waco, Texas

Basic Passage: Acts 6:1-7
Focal Passage: Acts 6:1-7

Laughs
A well-known author chanced upon a 

large number of copies of a long, incredibly 
dull book, which contained no index. Since 
they were cheap, he bought them up and 
mailed them anonymously to his friends, 
with the comment: “I think you will find 
this book interesting, especially the refer
ences to you, which, I hope, you will not 
consider offensive.”

The Holy Spirit is very sensitive to 
disturbing conflicts in the fellowship of the 
church. The Lord is very much interested 
in unity of the spirit in the bonds of peace.

There are many things conducive to di
vision and conflict in the churches. Human 
nature is one of them. The old flesh is full 
of potentials along this line.

We are environed with divisive influences 
in society. There are many problems that 
create friction. The most difficult are fixed, 
age-long divisions, crusted over with deep 
prejudices.

There are many bases for building amity 
in the church of our Lord. The idea of one 
Lord, one faith and one baptism, one Spirit, 
and one big objective, operates powerfully 
toward unity.

The impact of our witness to the world 
is made more dynamic if there is a beautiful 
spirit of unity in our fellowship.

An Early Disturbance Acts 6
Rapid growth of the young church created 

a serious problem rather early. There were 
two types of Jews in the church in Jerusa
lem. Ilie Hellenistic Jews were those who 
had lived outside of Jerusalem for many 
years and had come under considerable 
influence of Greek culture. Perhaps they 
had been born elsewhere and had moved to 
Jerusalem. Then there were Palestinian Jews 
who had stayed in the homeland and had 
kept very close to the great Hebrew culture 
and tradition. Perhaps there was a rather 
strong prejudice or sensitivity among them. 
They were called Grecians and Hebrews.

The increase in the number of disciples 
made the ministry to those in need very 
difficult. It was easy for the Grecian widows 
to feel that they were not being treated as 
well as the other group. There could have 
been some justification for this.

Problem Faced Immediately Acts 6:2
The apostles assembled the disciples and 

placed the matter before them. They ex
plained to the believers that the daily ad
ministration of such duties had grown so 
heavy as to divert them from their major 
responsibility of preaching and prayer.

Thus, the apostles made it clear to the 
brethren that someone should be selected 
from the congregation to look after this 
matter.

Special Personnel Selected Acts 6:1-7
The idea presented by the apostles pleased 

the congregation. After prayerful considera
tion they selected seven men of good report 
who were filled with wisdom, faith and the 
Holy Spirit. They were set before the 
apostles for ordination.

It is interesting to observe that each man 
selected had a Greek name. The brethren 
under the leadership of the Holy Spirit saw 
to it that there would be no ground for 
suspicion on the part of those who had 
complained of neglect.

Pentecost was fresh in their minds, yet, 
they were human enough to create prob
lems, but Christian enough to resolve them 
readily.

We are rather sure that these new or 
special servants of the Lord were deacons. 
They not only took care of practical prob
lems, but released the ministry to function 
to the fullest degree in preaching and 
praying. These deacons became a great 
spiritual force as well.

The Happy Results Acts 6:7
The difficulty in the fellowship was readily 

and properly resolved. In addition, three 
delightful results ensued: the word of God 
spread and prospered; the number of 
disciples grew rapidly; many priests were 
obedient to the faith. They enjoyed a 
glorious and resounding victory.

Tennessee RAs Chosen 
To Serve As SBC Pages

Six Tennessee Royal Ambassadors have 
been selected to serve as official pages at the 
Southern Baptist Convention meeting in 
Miami Beach, June 9-12.

The Tennessee RAs will make up more 
than one fourth of the 21-boy page corps 
which assists SBC officials and messengers 
during the annual business session.

Tennesseans appointed include Tim Atch
ley, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Atchley, 
Germantown; Robert Minor Jr., son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Robert Minor, Memphis; Lee 
Porter II, and Lane Porter, sons of Dr. and 
Mrs. Lee Porter, Nashville; Peter Powell, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. James Powell Jr., 
Nashville; and Lamar Thomas, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Max Thomas, Chattanooga.

♦ * ♦

“Your finances are in terrible shape,” the 
banker stated. “Your checking account is 
overdrawn, your loan is overdue. Why do 
you allow your wife to spend more money 
than you make?”

“Frankly,” replied the man with a deep 
sigh, “because I’d rather argue with you 
than with her.”

♦ • ♦

Bandit: “Give me your money or I’ll 
blow your brains out!”

Victim: “Fire away. A guy can live these 
days without brains, but not without 
money.”

♦ • ♦

Suitor: “Sir, I’ve been going with your 
daughter for five years.”

Father: “So? What do you want—a pen
sion?”

Weber Urges Day of
Prayer By SBC Churches

MIAMI BEACH—The president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention has asked the 
denomination’s 34,734 churches in all 50 
states “to set aside a few minutes of their 
worship services on June 8 to pray” for the 
SBC’s annual meeting here, June 10-12.

Jaroy Weber, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Lubbock, Tex., said that pastors 
and other elected messengers who may not 
be in their churches, Sunday, June 8, “are 
not on vacation but have gone to conduct 
the business of the Southern Baptist Con
vention.

“Let us pray that this will be a signifi
cantly spiritual convention which will ex
press our compassion for the troubled 
world,” Weber said.

“Let us pray that the convention will not 
occupy its time with divisive, incidental 
matters which negate our positive witness to 
a world desperately in need of redemption 
and cleansing. Let us pray for personal 
cleansing so God can work through us to 
bring renewal to our nation and world.”

The 118th annual session (130th year) of 
the SBC will be preceded by auxiliary 
meetings, June 8-9. (BP)
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Our People and Our Churches . . .
PEOPLE...

Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Johnson celebrated 
their 50th wedding anniversary at the Con
cord Church in Chattanooga recently. A 
reception in their honor was given by Mr. 
and Mrs. Silas Leroy Johnson. B. Carter 
Elmore is pastor at Concord.

Joseph Yuen-Chuen Yip was ordained to 
the gospel ministry in services at Memphis 
First Church. Born in Hong Kong, he be

came a Christian at an 
early age and received 
his education at the 
United College of Hong 
Kong and his theological 
education at the Hong 
Kong Baptist Theological 
Seminary. He is now en
gaged in further studies 
at Southern Baptist The
ological Seminary. Be
fore assuming his present 
position as interim pastor 
of the Chinese fellowship 

of First Church, Memphis, he was an in
terim pastor at Kowloon Grace Church and 
minister of youth at Kowloon Tsim Sha 
Tsui Church, Kowloon, Hong Kong. He 
served as acting chaplain, BSU director, 
and instructor of religion at Hong Kong 
Baptist College before coming to the United 
States.

Walter Sims, Brotherhood director for 
William Carey Association, died last month 
in Fayetteville. He was a member of Fay
etteville First Church. Services were held 
at Ralston Funeral Home. Burial was at 
Rose Hill Cemetery in Fayetteville. Reuben 
Trussell officiated.

CALLING OUT THE CALLED. Author: H. 
Leo Eddlemon. Three Chapters: The 
General Call, the Particularistic Call, The 
Christian Calling and World View. Fol
lowed by some fifty biographical sketches 
and pictures of individuals, most of whom 
entered church vocations from 1942 to 
1952 from one church. They now serve 
in 21 states and four foreign countries. 
Several sketches are of quality suggest
ing them for novel of the year or film. 
Coming from the arena of life itself, 
practically all are unusual illustrations for 
Sunday school teachers, public speakers 
and devotional leaders.
ORDER DIRECT FROM:

BOOKS OF LIFE PUBLISHERS 
P.O. Box 1647

Dallas, Texas 75221 
174 pages—Price $6.00 

(15% discount for order of 3 or more 
volumes)

REVIVAL RESULTS ...
Collinwood Church, Indian Creek Associ

ation, held revival services recently. There 
were three professions of faith and several 
rededications. Wade Trimmer, Murfrees
boro, led the services. Junice Ackley is 
pastor.

Following revival services at First Church, 
Donelson, pastor Ralph Harris reported 28 
professions of faith, three additions by letter, 
and one addition by statement. The evange
list was Angel Martinez, and the song leader 
was Jimmy Snelen.

Eastwood Church, Nashville, was led in 
revival by Tommy Sesler, Nashville evange
list. There were 14 professions of faith and 
28 rededications. Robert Holt, minister of 
music at the church, led the music. Roy L. 
Gilley is the pastor at Eastwood.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES...
Gary Rickman, a recent graduate of Bel

mont College, has resigned as pastor of Burt 
Church near Woodbury and plans to attend 
Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary. 
He has served as pastor there approximately 
18 months.

James E. Binkley has been called as pas
tor of Madison Heights Church in Madison. 
He is already on the field. He is a former 
pastor of the Southside Church in Gallatin, 
where he served for 11 years.

Members of Robertsville Church, Oak 
Ridge, honored their pastor, Lee Morris, 
and his wife, on the occasion of his fifth 
anniversary as pastor of the church. He has 
been in the ministry for 25 years. The 
Morris’ were presented with a silver dish 
and a set of the Interpreters Bible Com
mentaries.

Campaign Church, Central Association, 
ordained Lewis Hillis, F. C. Hillis, Carl 
Matheny, and Ardward Redmon as deacons. 
Garvin Haley is pastor.

Madison Street Church, McMinnville, 
held a reception for Pastor and Mrs. Carl 
Smith on the occasion of their 25th wedding 
anniversary.

James M. Knott was ordained to the 
gospel ministry by Two Rivers Church in 
Nashville. The sermon and charge to the 
candidate was given by Jim Henry, pastor. 
The recommendation to ordain and the 
prayer of ordination was delivered by Don 
Davis, chairman of the deacons.

CHURCHES...
Members of Lookout Mountain Church, 

Hamilton County Association, celebrated 
the church’s 30th anniversary on June 1. 
Organized on July 8, 1945, at Lookout 
Mountain, there were 57 charter members. 
J. B. Tallent served as temporary pastor 
until November of that year when Frank 
A. Tobey was called. The present pastor is 
Maurice Blanchard. During special services 
celebrating the anniversary, Frank Perkins, 
charter member now residing at Cullamn, 
Ala., spoke on early personalities and ac
tivities. The 30th anniversary address was 
given by former pastor Jack McEwen, now 
pastor of Chattanooga First Church. During 
church services, former pastor Jack Ken
nedy, now professor at Northern Virginia 
College, delivered the message.

Members of Trenton Street Church in 
Harriman dedicated new $500,000 facilities 
recently. The two new buildings will be 
used for recreational space and educational 
training. A multi-purpose gymnasium is in
cluded in the structure. The existing audi
torium was completely remodeled in addi
tion. The dedication sermon for the new 
facilities was preached by pastor John 
Shepherd. Three former pastors present in
cluded D. C. Sparks, Branson C. Wiggins, 
and O. C. Rainwater. Lunch was served on 
the ground.

Belmont Is Recipient 
Of $10,000 Grant

Belmont College has been awarded a 
$10,000 grant from the Charles E. Merrill 
Trust. The grant is to be used as scholarship 
money for students of the Baptist faith.

The grant will enable several students, 
who otherwise would be unable to attend, 
to receive partial tuition. Awards will be 
made to students on the basis of scholarship, 
character, and general achievement, as well 
as family financial status which reflects a 
need for scholarship assistance.

FOR SALE: 10 x 15 Itek offset press, Mul
lens metal plate maker, Elliott automatic 
addressing machine, metal storage cabinet 
with trays. Contact Outreach Ministries, 
Lebanon, TN 37087. Phone 615/444-7104.

Page 8 Baptist And Reflector



Bicentennial Convocation 
Slated In Nation’s Capital

WASHINGTON—“Baptists and the 
American Experience” will be the theme of 
a Baptist National Convocation on the 
Bicentennial in Washington, D.C., Jan. 12- 
15, 1976, according to James E. Wood Jr., 
executive director of the Baptist Joint Com
mittee on Public Affairs.

More than two years ago, the North 
American Baptist Fellowship (NABF) de
termined that the nation’s bicentennial ob
servance provided various Baptist groups 
with an opportunity to cooperate in a joint 
celebration.

The NABF, an alliance of Baptist bodies 
on the North American continent (including 
Southern Baptists), asked the Baptist Joint 
Committee to take the lead and coordinate 
plans for the observance at the Shoreham 
Americana Hotel in Washington.

Since that time, an ad hoc committee of 
leaders from several conventions and con
ferences of Baptists in the U.S. has met five 
times with the staff of the Baptist Joint 
Committee to lay the groundwork for the 
convocation.

Wood’s announcement indicated that the 
convocation will focus not only on the past, 
but on the present and future as well. 
“While Baptists have had a significant role 
in the development of America,” he said, 
“we feel that we must not dwell primarily 
on our past. Rather, the speakers and the 
seminar groups will address themselves to 
the present and the future as we seek on 
the occasion of the bicentennial to discern 
the role of Baptists in the life of the nation.”

Five Sessions Planned
Under the general theme, five plenary 

sessions are planned, each of which will deal 
with a distinct element of the Baptist con
tribution to the religious and social fabric 
of the nation. Topics for the plenary sessions 
include: “Baptists, Liberty, and the Ameri
can Revolution”; “Baptists and Human 
Rights in the American Experience”; “Bap
tist World Mission Outreach and American 
International Affairs”; “Religious Liberty 
and Public Policy”, and “Baptist Pluralism 
and Unity”.

Besides attending the plenary sessions, 
participants will be divided into four seminar 
groups on three separate occasions for 
discussion.

Preceding the first plenary session, a 
keynote speech, “The Meaning of Liberty 
in the American Experience,” will be de
livered by a major figure in public life.

Another highlight of the convocation will 
be a mass worship service at the National 
Baptist Memorial Church, a church built 
jointly in 1906 by the Southern Baptist 
Convention and the Northern Baptist Con
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vention (now the American Baptist Churches 
in the U.S.A.) and dedicated to religious 
liberty. The occasion will feature special 
bicentennial music and preaching.

Among major speakers who will appear 
during the convocation are Winthrop S. 
Hudson, Colgate professor of American 
Christianity at Colgate Rochester Divinity 
School, Rochester, N.Y.; Edwin S. Gaustad, 
professor of history at the University of 
California, Riverside; Gardner Taylor, pas
tor of the Concord Baptist Church of 
Christ, Brooklyn, N.Y.; James Ralph Scales, 
president, Wake Forest University, Winston- 
Salem, N.C.; C. Penrose St. Amant, presi
dent, Baptist Theological Seminary, Rusch- 
likon-Zurich, Switzerland; and W. Morgan 
Patterson, dean of graduate studies and 
professor of church history at Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville.

Invitations to the convocation are now 
being sent out to a large number of Baptists 
throughout the nation. An open invitation to 
the Baptists of the U.S. will be extended 
in June. (BP)

Hal D. Bennett Announces
Retirement June 30

Hal D. Bennett, director of public rela
tions at Baptist Bible Institute, Graceville, 
Fla., will retire June 30. He has served at 
the Florida school since August 1, 1959.

This will be his second retirement, as he 
retired from the Army Reserves as a full 
Colonel (Chaplain) in 1970, after 2916 
years. This included five years active duty in 
and following World War II, including 30 
months overseas, and four battle stars on his 
European Theater combat ribbon.

Bennett has served school pastorates in 
Alabama and Texas, as assistant editor of 
The Alabama Baptist, as instructor in 
Christian journalism at New Orleans Semi
nary. Before going to Baptist Bible Institute, 
he was pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Vardaman, Miss.

Bennett is an ardent rosarian, an exhibitor 
and judge at rose shows, and an instructor 
in classes on rose culture. He has 275 rose 
bushes in his yard. He and Mrs. Bennett 
plan to reside in Graceville.

CHURCH FURNITURE 
From Factory to Church 

RAINSVILLE CHURCH PEW 
COMPANY 

Route No. 1, Box 405 
Rainsville, Ala. 35986 
Phone: 205-638-2467 or 638-3882 
Also we upholster old pews.

To change or correct 
your address

Attach label from your latest copy 
here and show new address below— 
include zip code. When changing ad
dress please give two weeks notice. 
Please write, do not call address 
changes to insure accuracy.

All correspondence relating 
to your subscription
should be accompanied by your address 
label. If you are receiving duplicate 
copies please send both labels.
Address all inquiries to:

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR 
Post Office Box 347 

Brentwood, Tennessee 37027

Name .......................................................
please print

Address ...................................................

City ..........................................................

State........................ Zip Code................
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Photo by James Lee Young

THE LIBERTY BELL, enroute to the White House in Washington, D.C., stopped at 
the Southern Baptist Convention Building in Nashville, where it was rung by Fred 
Moseley of Atlanta (left), assistant executive director-treasurer of the Home Mission 
Board, SBC and Porter Routh of Nashville (right), executive secretary-treasurer of the 
SBC Executive Committee. A replica belonging to the State of Mississippi, the bell is on 
a roundabout journey to Miami Beach for the Southern Baptist Convention, June 10-12, 
where it will be rung in each opening session. The bell will be featured in rallies 
highlighting Baptist contributions to the nation, in Philadelphia, Richmond, Raleigh and 
Winston-Salem, N.C., Greenville and Charleston, S.C., and Washington. (BP)

Mrs. O’Hair Says She 
Will Sue W. A. Criswell

DALLAS—Atheist Madalyn O’Hair said 
she is going to sue W. A. Criswell, pastor 
of First Baptist Church here.

Mrs. Janelle Scott, religion editor of the 
Dallas “Times Herald”, reported that Mrs. 
O’Hair says she plans to sue Criswell for 
libel because she says during their much- 
publicized Jan. 31 radio confrontation, the 
Southern Baptist pastor called her a Com
munist.

Criswell said, in fact, that the famed 
atheist reminded him of Communists he had 
met in Russia.

Criswell’s office said the news story did 
not bother him and he would make no 
comment.

Mrs. O’Hair said, “I would not have gone 
into a discussion with him if I had known

WOLFE BROS. & CO.
i PJHEY FLATS, TENN.

/yn Manufacturers of DlSTINCTIViE

CHURCH FURNITURE 

the low level of his intellect. It was a bizarre 
thing from beginning to end.”

She said if Criswell represented the Bap
tist mind, she has “nothing to fear from 
Baptists.” (BP)

Can Your Church 
AFFORD NOT to Build?

Let us show you our 
unique presentation.

WRITE or CALL 

CHURCH 
SECURITIES, 
INC.
Registered Broker/ 
Dealer
4095 Clairmont Road 
Atlanta, Georgia 30341

CALL COLLECT 
1-404-451-5431

Baptists Of Africa Continue 
Upward Numerical Growth

WASHINGTON—Baptists of Africa now 
number 787,692, according to completed 
1974 statistics released here by the Baptist 
World Alliance (BWA), compared with 
716,032 reported for 1973. They are in 
6,811 churches.

Zaire, which has the largest number of 
Baptists on the continent, showed a slight 
decline in membership in its 1,015 churches; 
church members there now number 246,469. 
Nigeria, second largest Baptist field, in
creased its baptized believers from 134,550 
to 146,339. Cameroon, number three coun
try on the Baptist list, stayed steady at about 
89,000 members.

“One of the most exciting Baptist fields 
in Africa,” according to BWA officials, “is 
Angola, where a church was opened this 
past year with more than 5,000 charter 
members, moving the colony’s total up to 
9,518 Baptists.”

Large increases were also posted for 
Malawi and Rhodesia, but these mainly 
represent discoveries of hitherto unreported 
numbers, rather than genuine increases, the 
BWA explained.

One country entered the Baptist list of 
church membership for the first time— 
Swaziland, with 197 reported. The smallest 
figure now listed for Africa is in Senegal, 
where two baptized believers are noted, but 
no church. (BP)

Page 10 Baptist And Reflector



Memphis Pastor’s Widow, 92, 
Active Church Member ’Til Death

Funeral services for Mrs, Hurt were 
conducted at the Union Avenue Church on 
May 10 with Lee Prince, pastor, officiating. 
He was assisted by William Brayan, minister 
at large, and Leroy Summers, minister of 
music. Interment was in the Forest Hill

Lillian Bell Hurt, wife of the late H. P. agent in Memphis, carrying with her a 
Hurt of Memphis, died May 8 at her home devotion and faithfulness to the cause of
in that city. She was 92 years of age. Christ.

Mausoleum.
She is survived by a daughter, Mrs. Carrie 

Hurt White, Muskogee, Okla.
Hurt was the organizing pastor of the 

Bellevue Church in Memphis, assuming his 
duties there in 1903. It was two years later 
that he married Lillian Bell of Memphis and 
baptized her in the Bellevue Church bap
tistry. In 1917 he resigned because of ill 
health and spent a year in recuperation at 
Hot Springs, Ark. He returned to Memphis
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in 1918 to accept the pastorate of the Union 
Avenue Church, where he served until 1941. 
He retired from the active pastorate in 1941 
and died three years later.

A record of the witness and ministry of 
Dr. and Mrs. Hurt shows faithfulness, con
sistency, and effectiveness. Mrs. Hurt, as a 
pastor’s wife, both at Bellevue and Union 
Churches, stood at the door beside the 
ushers to receive all who came.

She considered her home a gift from God 
to be used as a stewardship, and she shared 
it with anyone who needed it. There were 
always aged relatives, the sick, the sad, and 
the lonely sharing the family life. It was her 
custom at Thanksgiving and Christmas to 
have persons share her home who were 
alone or away from home.

A unique occurrence in his career took 
place in 1906 at the annual meeting of the 
Shelby Baptist Association. Hurt introduced 
a resolution calling for the active interest of 
all Baptists in the tri-state area toward the 
building of a Baptist hospital. A committee 
to study the feasibility of such a project was 
appointed, and that study resulted in the 
present facilities of Baptist Memorial Hos
pital in Memphis.

After her husband’s death, each pastor 
following him at Union Avenue had her un
divided and loyal support. She remained ac
tive in church work until the last Sunday 
before her death. In her later years, she was 
a well known and successful insurance
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49 Number of Haman’s 
sons (Esth. 9:10)

50 Double columns: 
abbr.

51 Double stitches: 
abbr.

NEEDING PEWS?
Send for Complete Details 

□VERHOLTZER 
Church Furniture, Inc.

P. O. BOX 4039 
MODESTO, CALIF. 95352

1 It overflows 
(Psa. 23:5)

4 Advertisements
7 Much traveled 

roads: abbr.
10 Macaw
11 Prudish
13 “letters to — on the 

Lord” (2 Chron. 32)
14 Roman household 

god
15 Quechuan system 

of exchange
16 Suave
17 It turned every way 

(Gen. 3:24; 2 words)
20 Kind of place

(2 Pet. 1:19)
21 “he did — with the 

Gentiles” (Gal. 2)
22 Labor

24 Lever
25 “wherewith I may 

(Luke 17)
28 Heraldic metals
29 Talks to God
31 Peter Gynt’s mother
32 It is in the land

(Isa.7:18)
33 Letters
34 Man in the Bible

(1 Chron.7:35)
35 Air: abbr.
36 Inactive
38 “make you to become

---------” (Markl)
43 Son of Benjamin 

(Gen. 46:21)
44 Costly
45 Columbian people
46 A priest (Neh. 12:7)
47 The seventh shallbe

a sabbath (Lev. 25:4)
48 No: law

DOWN

1 “they made a — in 
those days” (Acts 7)

2 Russian mountain 
range

3 “he was caught up 
into —” (2 Cor. 12)

4 “----- of turtledoves” 
(Luke 2)

5 Swallow
6 — one’s praises
7 It is for a covering 

(ICor. 11:15)
8 Untamed
9 Word to describe 

a fox
12 Distress
13 Dried up (Hos. 9:16)
18 O.T. book: abbr.
19 — and means
22 Land (Judg. 11:3)
23 Unrefined metal
24 Right of precedence
25 “Be of the----- ” 

(Rom. 12)
26 50 states: abbr.
27 Clay: comb, form
29 Way of life
30 Cure
34 Man’s nickname
35 Mast tree
36 He was offered up 

(Heb. 11:17)
37 Glacial troughs
38 Woman: law
39 Metal
40 Like a rod

(Rev. 11:1)
41 Old French coins
42 Giant reeds
43 Pistol: slang

LITTLE GIANT
The name to remember for

FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRIES Fl®

WATER HEATERS
SPIRES-CROSSES

Church credit plans available. 
Free colored brochure 

LITTLE GIANT MANUFACTURING CO. 
Box 518 / Orange, Texas 77630 

Phone: 713-8834246

CRYPTOVERSE

IPR RQA RYTOPA KGT TY HGT RGHA FR

FV GT PTDPXB ACFX MPXX YM ZAGZXB

JYFVYT

Today’s Cryptoverse clue: B equals Y
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For a quick reply 
to your question just dial 

the toll free number below!
8:30 a.m.~4:30 p.m. (Central Time Zone)

ANNUITY BOARD

Now through August, you con 
telephone the Annuity Board by 
dialing direct using the new toll 

free INFO DIAL number
<-800-527-4767. We are 

experimenting with this 
telephone system to determine if 

we can improve service 
between us and you who are 

members of retirement and 
insurance programs and Baptist 

laity,. Our evaluation will 
determine if we should consider 

this telephone system as a 
permanent method of 

communication with you.
So,if you need information 

quickly on your retirement and 
insurance programs or, if you 

hove a question on any phase 
of the ministry, just dial toll free, 

ANNUITY BOARD, INFO DIAL 
<-800-527-4767.

I 1-800-527-4767
For faster 
service, please give the operator 
your personal Annuity Board 
identification number.
ANNUITY BOARD INFO DIAL 
<-800-527-4767 is open coast 
to coast between the hours of 
8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.
(Central Time Zone), Monday 
through Friday. We hove 
qualified people on call to help 
you.
Also, please tell us if this 
telephone service is helpful to 
you. We want your comments 
os we evaluate this 
communications system. Our 
desire is to perform faster and 
more efficiently for all who 
serve the Lord.

DAROLD H. MORGAN, 
PRESIDENT.

ANNUITY BOARD, SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION/511 NORTH AKARD BUILDING/DALLAS, TEXAS 75201
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FMB Sends Relief Money 
For Refugees In Angola

RICHMOND—The Southern Baptist 
Foreign Board has appropriated $30,000 for 
relief aid for refugees in the African nation 
of Angola in response to a request from 
missionaries there.

The largest group of refugees have re
turned home after 14 years of living in exile 
in the forests to the north of their villages.

They are centered in the Ambrizete- 
Musserra area in Northwestern Angola and 
around the city of Carmona. Another group, 
those left homeless in fighting between the 
nation’s three political factions in the capital, 
Luanda, may develop later.

“The appropriation is to meet emergency 
needs while a complete evaluation is being 
made,” said Davis L. Saunders, the board’s 
secretary for eastern and southern Africa.

Southern Baptist missionaries, after visit
ing the refugee areas, have devised a plan 
for refugee aid.

“We found them hungry, nearly naked, 
with poor eyesight. The children showed 
signs of malnutrition,” said Mrs. Harrison 
H. Pike, Southern Baptist missionary. “The 
women hid themselves because they did not

It's here!

The N EW 
Baptist 
Hymnal 

have adequate clothing to cover themselves,” 
Mrs. Pike said.

In 1961, the refugees took shelter in the 
forests during the fighting between the 
terrorists, now called liberation forces, and 
the Portuguese soldiers. Since the Portuguese 
military coup in April, 1974, this overseas 
state of Portugal has enjoyed greater free
dom. Many refugees were able to return 
home safely.

No Rain, No Hoes, No Food
Relief efforts began immediately, even 

before the completion of the missionaries’ 
trip. Pike described the situation as “no 
rain, no hoes, no gardens, no food.”

They purchased 300 hoes in Ambrizete 
for $1 each and took 200 to Musserra. They 
gave the rest to refugees in the Carmona 
area. “The women clutched the hoes to their 
breasts and tears streamed down 
cheeks,” Mrs. Pike said.

The relief program outlined by 
involves persons belonging to all 
political parties.

their

Pike 
three

Relief efforts included the purchase of 
1,000 pieces of cloth to be used as wrap
around skirts for the women. The mission
aries also distributed 200 kilos of powdered 
milk, which was received through the Swiss 
Phil-African Mission.

Ten tons of potatoes arrived in Luanda, 
May 10. Thirty sacks were taken immedi
ately to Musserra and 120 sacks were dis
tributed the next day to the rest of the 
Carmona area. Ten tons of com flour has 

been arranged for, and cuttings of manioc 
(used to make flour) will be provided by 
Christians in Luanda and Carmona for the 
refugees. Manioc will be part of the refu
gees’ first crop.

Some of the potatoes will be planted and 
the rest eaten, as will pineapples soon to be 
received. Peanuts will also be planted and 
another order has been placed with a hoe 
factory, since there were not enough hoes 
for each woman.

A former Angola evangelist, who is also 
a male nurse, will go to the areas to assist 
and to administer whatever medicine can be 
secured.

School will be set up in churches and 
taught by young Christians who have had 
some education, using the gospel of John as 
a reader. The refugee children must learn 
to speak, read and write Portuguese to 
communicate in Angola. (BP)

BIBLE PUZZLE PAGE 
ANSWERS

“But the tongue can no man tame; 
it is an unruly evil, full of deadly 
poison” (Jas. 3:8).

a hymnal "that will sing us 
into the twenty-first century.'

Baptist Hymnal 1975 is the finest 
ever for congregational singingl It 
was designed for the person in the 
pew. Songs are included that have 
never before appeared in any 
hymnal.

Some familiar songs added to this 
hymnal include: How Great Thou 
Art; All That Thrills My Soul; The 
Saviour Is Waiting; Sweet, Sweet 
Spirit; I Have Decided to Follow 
Jesus; Here Is My Life; Set My 
Soul Afire; and many, many 
others.

For the greatest congregational 
singing order the NEW Baptist 
Hymnal. Contact us about prices, 
and ask for a color swatch book. 
Special editions are available also. 
We want you to see these hymnals 
at your

BAPT ST
Address

Fl®* O°/ 1 A0/ first mortgage
□ /o t0 lv/o church bonds

norinterest per annum
with maturity dates ranging from 1 to 10% years and 
interest payable semiannually.
This announcement Is neither an offer to sell nor a solicitation 
of an offer to buy. The offer is made by prospectus only.

o54/S Culbertson and Company^
1408 Continental Life Building
Fort Worth, Texas 76102 Call 1-800/433-2423 (toll free)

Gentlemen: Please send information on available first mortgage church bonds.

Name------- ----------------------------------------------------- .

City, State & Zip
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UNIFORM LESSON SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, June 8,1975

What Is The Bible?
By Dr. John H. Tullock, Chairman, 

Department of Religion and Philosophy, Belmont College, Nashville

Bible Material: Deuteronomy 6:1-4; Luke 1:1-4; II Timothy 3:10-17; II Peter 1:16-21 
Lesson Text: Deuteronomy 6:1; Luke 1:1-4; II Timothy 3:14-17; II Peter 1:20-21.

Volumes have been written about the 
nature of the Bible. The passages in this 
week’s lesson give some suggestions as to 
its nature and purpose.

A Guide For Living 
Deuteronomy 6:1

A favorite uncle of mine has often com
mented that as Baptists we often have been 
guilty of “dippin’ and drappin’ ” new con
verts. That is, we win them but fail to teach 
them anything about the meaning of their 
new commitment to Jesus Christ. If the 
Bible contains God’s message for man then 
as Deuteronomy 6:1 points out, one must 
be taught before he can do what is required. 
None of us would think of putting a rank 
amateur on a complicated machine to oper
ate it without first giving him some basic 
instructions on how to operate it. Likewise, 
we have no right to expect new Christians 
to be instant experts in the message and 
principals of the Bible. For it to be a guide 
for living it first must be learned.

A Presentation Of The Truth 
Luke 1:1-4

Luke was writing to a friend to make 
known “the truth concerning the things” 
which he had heard about Christ and the 
Christian experience (v. 4). This introduction 
(1:1-4) informs us that there were a number 
of attempts to tell the story of the Christ, 
some of which have come down to us and 
others, perhaps, which did not survive. The 
passage further tells us that these writers 
made use of sources of information that 

AT IS THE SECRET IN SUMMER SCHOOL?
Why Do So Many Outside Students Come to Chilhowee?

Summer School Is almost as large as the regular term ■ 
Most students come from other schools ■ Boy-girl dis
tribution: 50-50 ■ One-third take catch-up courses, 
two-thlrds advanced studies ■ Up to 2 units of credit; 
nominal charges; books may be rented ■ Features: See- 

• nlc setting, small classes, personalized Instruction, com
plete recreation program, weekend trips ■ Visit campus.

HARRISON - CHILHOWEE BAPTIST ACADEMY 
Off US 441 At 411,12 Miles So. of Knoxville

June 9—July 4; July 7—Aug. 1; CALL: 615/573-8321—WRITE: Box R, Seymour, Tn. 37865

were available to them from eyewitnesses 
to the events which had taken place in 
Palestine in the early years of the first 
century. This passage also gives us insight 
into the personal nature of much of the 
Bible. Much of it was written by Christians 
to their friends and co-workers either to 
convince them of their need to be a follower 
of Christ, or to instruct them more fully 
in the Christian way of life. This then is 
“authentic knowledge” (NEB on 1:4) which 
Luke is trying to present.

An Instruction For Salvation 
II Timothy 3:14-17

Biblical principles must not only be 
learned, but they also must be lived (3:14). 
It is because we have been taught the 
Scriptures that we become knowledgeable 
enough to accept Jesus Christ through faith 
(v. 15). In addition, this inspired word has 
value beyond leading us to Christ for 
salvation; it also is valuable for “teaching, 
for reproof, for improvement and for edu
cation in righteousness so that the man of 
God may be fit and prepared for every good 
work.” (3:16-17 Dibefius). Salvation is not 
just an instant decision; it is also a process— 
a way of life—and a promise of its final 
climax in the life beyond the grave (see I 
Peter 1:5). While it is true that Christ died 
to save our souls, our souls cannot be 
separated from our lives which also need 
to be redeemed for His service here on 
earth. As someone has wisely observed, 
“We must not be so heavenly-minded that 
we are no earthly good.”

Three Receive Honorary 
Degrees From Union

Two Tennessee men and a Missouri man 
received honorary degrees during com
mencement exercises at Union University 
in Jackson last week.

F. M. Dowell, director of the Department 
of Evangelism, Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion, and J. Victor Brown, pastor Central 
Church, Martin, represented Tennessee, re
ceiving the doctor of divinity degree. Russell 
Tuck Jr., a 1956 graduate of Union, serv
ing as a high school principal in St. Louis, 
Mo., received the doctor of humanics de
gree.

Brown, a 1944 graduate of Union, holds 
the Master of Theology degree from South
ern Baptist Theological Seminary. A writer 
for the “Religion in Life” column for the 
Nashville “Tennessean” for over 20 years, 
he has also served as moderator of the 
Maury Baptist Association, and is presently 
chairman of the Missions Committee of 
Weakley County Baptist Association. He is 
former vice president of the Pastors’ Con
ference of the Tennessee Baptist Convention 
and member of the executive board of the 
convention.

Dowell, who has been in his present 
position almost 20 years, is a 1932 graduate 
of Carson-Newman College. He also holds 
the Master of Theology degree from South
ern Seminary. He has served on numerous 
committees of the Tennessee Baptist Con
vention and the Southern Baptist Conven
tion, and has been a trustee of Belmont 
College and Southern Seminary.

Tuck holds the master’s and doctors de
grees from George Peabody College, where 
he majored in curriculum, instruction, and 
administration. A former member of the 
Southern Baptist Convention committee on 
boards, he is active in Missouri Baptist 
Convention activities as well as civic and 
community projects.

A Spirit-Inspired Prophecy 
H Peter 1:20-21

It is the conviction of Christians that the 
Bible came to us through divine initiative 
when God through the Holy Spirit met men 
in their times. Men reacted to that meeting 
with God in various ways and the Bible is a 
record of their reactions (Hebrew 1:1). This 
was prophesy in the Biblical sense of the 
word—God’s word for man for the time in 
which he lives. The ancient prophets viewed 
themselves as God’s spokesmen; they were 
God’s voice in the world giving God’s mes
sage for their day, dealing with their human 
problems. Just so today the Bible is Spirit- 
inspired prophecy, not because it talks about 
events in a far-off future; instead, it is 
prophecy because its eternal principles can 
be applied to today’s human problems, since 
human nature is still creating the same kinds 
of problems as it always has and always will 
create.
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On Matters of

Family Living
By Dr. B. David Edens,

Director, Marriage and Family Program 
Stephens College—Columbia, Missouri 65201

Pride May Prejudice Parents On 
Seeking Help

Parents who have been troubled about 
their pre-schooler’s behavior for a longish 
time should ask themselves whether it is 
patience or pride that is keeping them from 
seeking outside help, suggests child psychia
trist Stanley Morgenlander of the Pittsburgh 
Diagnostic and Evaluation Clinic.

While some kids do outgrow troubling 
behavior, many others develop serious emo
tional disturbances because parents find the 
idea that their child has a problem is too 
disturbing to act on, he has observed.

Usually the first place of official discovery 
is in school because pride has kept parents 
from finding help before that, points out 
Dr. Morgenlander.

The kind of behavior that parents shrink 
from reporting generally defies explanation. 
The child’s strange actions aren’t linked with 
such obvious upsets as a new baby, moving, 
illness or divorce in the family. Parents are 
puzzled and usually feel guilty. They play 
for time instead of using it, notes the 
psychiatrist. Ironically, if there is a real 
problem the outlook is brightest for the 
pre-schoolers who receives help early.

After a reasonable period of observation 
and thoughtful appraisal of the home en
vironment for possible sore spots, “let the 
professional decide,” urges Dr. Morgen
lander.

It is possible that congenital damage to 
the tissues of the nervous system, so slight 
that a layman could never spot it, may be 
producing the unaccountable behavior. The 
hyperactive child, for instance, is often 
treated as “bad” by parents and neighbors 
who are unaware that the youngster is 
struggling with a very physical problem.

“The defect will burn itself out by ado
lescence,” says Dr. Morgenlander, “but in 
the meantime the child may suffer severe 
psychological damage because of the way 
he has been treated for so long.”

CBM inm
At a price 

Any Church Can Afford 
Write or call

mom bros.
MFC. CO.

Phone: OR 5-2468 
Booneville, Arkansas

HISTORICALLY
FROM THE FILES

50 YEARS AGO
Jackson First Church announced 

the setting apart to the full work of 
the gospel ministry Robert Kimbrough 
Bennett. The ordination service took 
place at the church with pastor J. J. 
Hurt officiating. He was assisted by 
George W. Hurt and John D. Free
man.

The church at Perryville called 
L. W. Carlin for full-time service and 
announced plans for the construction 
of a new church building.

20 YEARS AGO
The new president of the Southern 

Baptist Convention was Casper C. 
Warren, pastor of First Church, Char
lotte, N.C. Several Tennesseans were 
elected to serve on convention com
mittees, including Fred Kendall, 
Leonard Stigler, E. Gibson Davis, G. 
Allen West Jr., and others.

The Beverly Hills Church at Mem
phis began revival services with their 
new pastor, Vernon R. Dutton. The 
church had recently purchased addi
tional facilities and planned an en
largement campaign.

10 YEARS AGO
J. N. Barnette died in Nashville. 

Barnette served 30 years in the Sun
day School Department of the Sunday 
School Board as secretary of the de
partment and editor of “The Sunday 
School Builder.” Under his leadership, 
Southern Baptist Sunday School en
rolment grew from 2,683,331 in 1927, 
to 6,823,713 in 1957.

Woodland Heights Church, Chatta
nooga, celebrated the 22nd anniversary 
of its pastor, W. L. Smith, with special 
services.

Executive Secretary
By Ralph Norton

Norton

This issue of the “Baptist And Reflector” 
will be arriving in your home at the time 
many of us will be en route to Miami, Fla., 

to attend the annual ses
sion of the Southern Bap
tist Convention. This is 
an important event in the 
life of the churches as 
well as pastors and other 
staff members who will 
be attending. Reports 
given and recommenda
tions to be made not only 
will reflect what has been 
done in the name of 
Southern Baptists, but 
should awaken us to the

grave responsibility which rests upon all of 
us today.

One important highlight of the conven
tion will be the signing of the Declaration 
of Cooperation. I will represent Tennessee 
Baptists in the signing of this document, but 
I hope each of you will feel that you have 
a part in this significant occasion. In con
nection with the celebration of the Fiftieth 
Anniversary of the Cooperative Program, 
the torch which began its journey on May 
13 from Memphis will be arriving in Miami 
in time for this special occasion, having 
been carried by RA’s through several states.

I hope you will be much in prayer for the 
work of Baptists across our convention, that 
we may be stimulated to a renewed sense of 
urgency for our witness and ministry during 
these days.

For Sale New and Used Church Buses

POST and Co.
617 24th Street—Knoxville, Tenn. 37921 
We paint and letter your bus your color 

CALL COLLECT—615-523-2102

Church Furnishings
Formerly Southern Desk Company

Superior Seating-Solid wood and 
Deepfoam Cushioned Pews 

Pulpit and Chancel Furniture
Phone 704/322-8380

Dept. J. P. O. Drawer 2187 
Hickory, North Carolina 28601
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Foundation

Baptists In North America 
Approach 30 Million Mark

WASHINGTON—Baptists in North 
America now number 29,681,927—up 
82,884 over the previous year—according to 
1974 statistics released here by the Baptist 
World Alliance (BWA).

The statistics, covering both BWA affili
ates and non-BWA bodies, represent only

What Are
People Builders?

E. Stanley Williamson fo
cuses on the problems off ev
eryday Christian living in his 
new book

$4.95
In the tradition of C. Roy 

Angell, fifteen sermons are 
presented by Dr. Williamson, 
director of the stewardship 
development division of the 
Stewardship Commission of 
the Southern Baptist Conven
tion.

Each is based on a biblical 
narrative or teaching and each 
emphasizes a personal com
mitment to Christ as the basic 
concern.

Learn how to become a 
people builder today.

EROADMAN
At your Baptist Book Store 

baptized believers. Baptists do not practice 
infant baptism and the data is not compar
able to statistics for denominational groups 
which do.

If the Baptist data embraced all members 
of Baptist families and unaffiliated Baptist
preference church goers, the total Baptist 
community would number about 80 million 
in North America, according to Carl Tiller 
of the BWA staff.

Baptist churches in North America num
ber 101,088, according to the BWA.

“Most of the growth is accounted for by 
the Southern Baptist Convention, which is 
the largest Baptist body in the world,” the 
BWA said. The SBC, the USA’s largest 
Protestant-evangelical denomination, num
bers 12,515,842, according to 1974 statis
tics, up 218,496 over the previous year.

The BWA said seven other Baptist bodies 
also showed increases—American Baptist 
Churches in the USA, Baptist General Con
ference, General Association of General 
Baptists, General Association of Regular 
Baptist Churches, National Association of 
Free Will Baptists, North American Baptist 
General Conference and Convencion Na- 
cional Bautista de Mexico.

Four Baptist bodies declined, probably 
indicating a correction of previously re
ported figures, the BWA said. They are 
National Baptist Convention USA, Inc., 
Seventh-Day Baptist General Conference, 
Baptist Bible Fellowship and Progressive 
National Baptist Convention, Inc.

The United States has 17 conventions, 
conferences and fellowships with more than 
100,000 Baptists each. In addition, numer
ous smaller bodies exist, some of them with 
names which attract attention in the press 
though they are nearly extinct, Tiller points 
out.

Canadian statistics disclose one large Bap
tist body—the Baptist Federation of Canada, 
with 132,864 members—and eight smaller 
groups of Baptists, one of them all-Cana- 
dian, three of them portions of USA-based 
conventions, and four of them missions of 
the USA-based bodies.

In Mexico, besides the Convencion Na- 
cional Bautista de Mexico, which has 21,410 
members, 14 other groups of Baptists may 
be identified, most of them clusters of 
churches of USA-based missions, rather than 
autonomous Mexican conventions, the BWA 
said.

Bermuda is also included in the Baptist 
statistics for North America, in keeping 
with the geographers* tradition of classifying 
it with the continent, whereas other insular 
areas east and south of the United States 
are treated as part of the Caribbean Islands, 
the BWA pointed out.

Student Loans Available
By Jonas L. Stewart 

Executive Secretary-Treasurer

The Tennessee Baptist Foundation has 
student loan funds available for worthy 
students attending college preparing for 
any vocation. Interest rates vary 
depending on the type of loan, 
beginning at 216% per annum, 
with the highest rate presently 
charged being only 4%. This is 
simple interest and paid only on 
the unpaid balance at any time. 
A monthly repayment schedule 
begins after the student has dis
continued full-time school at
tendance.

A special loan-scholarship is 
available for junior and senior 
pre-law students attending one 
of our Tennessee Baptist col
leges. This loan is canceled when 
the student completes law 
school, is admitted to the bar 
and has practiced law for one 
year.

Loans are available for semi
nary and graduate students in 
any school preparing for a voca
tion related to Southern Baptist 
church or mission work.

Inquiries about student loans 
should be addressed to Tennes
see Baptist Foundation, Dr. 
Jonas L. Stewart, Executive Sec
retary-Treasurer, P.O. Box 347, 
Brentwood, Tennessee 37027.

Four USA-based bodies have missions or 
churches in Bermuda, but the figures for 
Bermuda are at best only estimates, Tiller 
said.

Two portions of North America are not 
known to have any Baptist churches. Both 
are European possessions. They are the 
Danish territory of Greenland and the 
French territory of St. Pierre and Miquelon. 
(BP)
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