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Winners in the TBC ministers’ tennis tournament included: (front row 1 to r) John 
Billington, Billie Friel, and Ed St. John. Standing are Jim Sparks, Bill Henry, and 
Glenn Yarbrough.

Mt. Juliet Pastor Places First In Tennis Tourney
Billie Friel, pastor of Mt. Juliet First 

Church, took three matches without a de
feat to earn the championship of the first 
annual Tennessee Baptist Convention min
isters’ tennis tournament held recently at 
Cumberland College.

Friel defeated Memphis’ John Billington, 
BSU director of the University of Tennes
see Center for Medical Sciences, in the sin
gles finals for the title.

Third in the running was Ed St. John, 
minister of music, Lebanon First Church,

Concord Association Spring 
Meet In Mufreesboro

Lesley McClure, pastor of the Woodbury 
Road Church, Murfreesboro, was elected 
moderator of the Concord Association for 
the coming year during the association’s 
annual meeting recently. McClure succeeds 
James Davis, pastor of the Mt. Hermon 
Church in the position.

Elected to the post of associate moderator 
was Charles McKnight, pastor of Third 
Church. He succeeds Paul Dinkins, pastor 
of the Midland Church.

Sue Webb will serve as clerk, and Archie 
King, pastor of Southeast Church, Mur
freesboro, will serve as treasurer. They suc
ceed Joe Elliott and Harry Kellogg, respec
tively.

Meetings were held at the Third Church. 
Tom Bryant is director of associational mis
sions.

followed by Jim Sparks, BSU director at 
Vanderbilt University, and Tom Henry, 
pastor of Lebanon First Church. Others in
cluded Bill Henry, associate in the Student 
Department, TBC; Glenn Yarbrough, di
rector of the department; and John Cooke, 
BSU director for the Middle Tennessee 
area.

St. John and Sparks won the doubles 
championship in two straight sets over Friel 
and Yarbrough. Billington and Bill Henry 
took third, with Cooke and Lebanon’s Ar
gyle Faith placing fourth.

According to Henry, the singles competi
tors will be seeded next year, with doubles 
teams paired according to each player’s suc
cess in singles matches.

Ben Curtis To Write
Uniform Lesson Series

Ben Curtis, new associate professor of 
religion at Belmont College, will write 
the Uniform Lesson Sunday School series 
for Baptist And Reflector this quarter.

Curtis holds the B.A. degree from Mis
sissippi College, the B.D. degree from New 
Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary, the 
Ph.D. degree from Baylor University. He 
has served as a pastor and campus minister. 
Before coming to Belmont, he worked as a 
clinical chaplain at Central State Hospital 
in Milledgeville, Ga.

He is married to the former Cynthia Ann 
Rogers.

July 1—State Youth Bible Drill and Speak
ers Tournament, Executive Board Build
ing, Tennessee Baptist Convention, Brent
wood.

July 7-11—RA Camp, Linden.
July 11-13—Father and Son Camp, Linden. 
July 14-18—RA Camp, Linden.
July 18-20—Father and Son Camp, Linden. 
July 20-24—Full-time BSU Directors’ Con

ference, Pigeon Forge.
July 21-25—RA Camp, Linden.
July 25-26—Associational WMU Leader

ship, Camp Carson.
July 28-Aug. 1—Church Training Assembly, 

Camp Linden.
July 28-Aug. 2—Senior High Music Camp, 

Carson.
Aug. 1-2—Associational WMU Leadership, 

Camp Linden.
Aug. 4-8—Junior and Senior High Music 

Camp, Carson.

Minor Hill Pastor's Son 
Is Drowning Victim

Daniel Reese Chance, 13, son of Rev
erend and Mrs. Glen Chance, drowned 
while swimming in Shoal Creek in Giles 
County.

Funeral services were held from the Carr- 
Ervin Funeral Home in Pulaski. Robert 
Wilsford, director of associational missions, 
officiated. I

Chance is survived by his parents, two 
sisters, Edith Chance, Minor Hill, and 
Glenda Sue Chance, Knoxville; both sets of 
grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Reese Chance, 
Knoxville, and Mr. and Mrs. C. O. Dickey, 
Pulaski.

Memphis Children's Home 
Plans Homecoming

The Tennessee Baptist Children’s Homes 
will hold the third annual homecoming on 
the campus of the West Tennessee home in 
Memphis, Saturday, July 5.

Registration will be held from 9-9:30 a.m. 
followed by open house in each building. 
According to James M. Gregg, executive 
director-treasurer of the homes, visitors, 
former staff members, and former children 
of the home may attend. Gregg said that 
special interest will be directed toward the 
three new cottages and the remodeled Ellis 
and Creasman dormitories.

Other activities slated include a program 
in the Henry Lee Presley Park on the cam
pus, a devotional message by Gregg, a 
luncheon, and afternoon alumni meeting. 
Erba A. Butler is superintendent of the 
Memphis home.



Devotional

Love Is: A Gift Fom God
By Barbara Everett

worked very

Sometimes I wonder why God did not 
create me like a robot. Why? I would have 

hard. Never whining, com
plaining, nor tiring. Even 
producing. He could 
have programmed me to 
obey Him and love Him.

But God didn’t create 
an automaton that works 
mechanically and heart
lessly. He brought into 
existence a child with 
intellectual and emo
tional life- which He 
knew would fall under

Everett the control of instinct, 
association, and habit. 

He even gave to me the possession of self
determining power. And, as if that were not 
enough,—curiosity.

To watch a child examine a snowflake, 
A blade of grass or a fallen leaf; 
To watch a child’s astonishment 

at a dandelion puff
Or the soft fur of a kitten . . .
We can but marvel at God’s choice.
I remember climbing the tallest tree, crawl

ing out on the longest limb to feel the cool 
wind blow on my face. I remember untying 
my shoes, rolling my socks off to wade the 
creek and feel the mud ooze between my 
toes. I remember playing tag in a field of 
clover on a warm, spring night: running, 
running and never tiring. Then there came 
a time when I put away those childish 
things. No longer did I want to climb trees 
or wade the creek. Other things slowly 
moved in, made themselves at home and 
eventually became number one in my life— 
selfishness, jealousy, failures and fears.

In retrospect I can see God being very 
patient in wanting and waiting to hear from 
me about those things and even though the 
freedom to choose was lovingly created in 
me by Him, it produced “no, thank you’s” 
in response. But God knew, didn’t He? He 
knew all along I’d need that first and 
simplest emotion He had placed in my 
human mind. The marvelous gift, curiosity, 
became a lighted pathway for me. It caused 
me to think about the beginning and the 
end. It gave me the desire to seek and to 
find.

“We need have no fear of Someone Who 
loves us perfectly; His perfect love for us 
eliminates all dread of what He might do to 
us. If we are afraid, it is for fear of what 
He might do to us, and shows that we are 
not fully convinced that He really loves us.” 
(1 John 4:18). Be not afraid? God accepted 
me and loved me just like I was? I could 
tell Him about my failures and He would

Note: Mrs. Everett is the wife of Bobby Everett. 
They attend Pleasant Grove Baptist Church, Mary
ville, where she serves as director of library 
services and works in Church Training.

Age Appeals for Youth
By Herschel H. Hobbs

“Paul the aged ... I beseech thee for 
my son Onesimus, whom I have begotten 
in my bonds."—Philemon 9-10.

In Acts 7:58 Paul is called a “young 
man.” Here he refers to himself as “Paul the 
aged.” The word for “aged” was used by 
Hippocrates for a man from 49 to 56. So 
Paul must have been something under sixty 
years of age. Considering his difficult life, 
his body probably seemed older than his 
years. But as an aged man he appeals to 
Philemon for the young slave Onesimus. To 
his age he repeats the fact of his being “a 
prisoner of Jesus Christ” (v. 9).

Paul asks Philemon to do that which is 
“convenient” (v. 8). The Greek word means 
something meeting requirements, so “be
fitting” the occasion. Paul’s request required 
Christian grace on Philemon’s part. And 
“for (Christian) love’s sake” he implores his 
friend to show such grace. As an apostle 
Paul could have ordered; rather he appealed 
to love. If Philemon forgave Onesimus, Paul 
wanted it to be out of love rather than by 
coercion. This was more for Philemon’s 
sake than for Onesimus.

Children's Homes Receives 
$10,000 Bequest "

The Tennessee Baptist Children’s Homes 
has received a $10,000 bequest from the 
estate of William Jessie Brown, according 
to an announcement from James M. Gregg, 
executive director-treasurer of the homes. 
The bequest is to be divided equally between 
the four homes.

Brown was a member of the Brown 
Springs Church, Mosheim, Nolachucky As
sociation.

Gregg said in accepting the gift, “We are 
indeed grateful that this good man remem
bered our child care ministry in his will. 
This is a living memorial to Brother Brown. 
He will indeed continue to live through the 
lives of boys and girls who will benefit 
through his gift.” 

understand? Unreasonable fears and worries, 
too?

The choice was mine to make. After all, 
the Creator had given that self-determining 
power. He loved me enough to allow me to 
choose. The way had been painful. God 
knew it would be. He knew, too, there 
would be conflictive possibilities in creating 
a child to be free to respond. “So you see, 
our love for Him comes as a result of His 
loving us first.” (1 John 4:19).

Note that in verse 10 Paul calls Onesimus 
his “son” or, literally, “child”—his spiritual 
child. Paul was a proud spiritual father who, 
while in physical bonds, had won this bond
slave to Christ, rescuing him from spiritual 
bondage.

One must give Paul an “A” for tact in this 
letter. Every verse overflows with it. As a 
rebellious slave Onesimus was “unprofitable” 
to his owner. Now as an obedient Christian 
he is profitable to both Philemon and Paul 
(v. 11). Paul could have kept Onesimus with 
him to serve him. Instead he returned him to 
his owner (w. 12-13). So he asks Philemon 
to receive or welcome him as he would Paul 
himself. In verse 13 Paul infers that if 
Philemon were in Rome he would have 
helped Paul himself. So he says that had he 
kept Onesimus he would have served as his 
owner’s substitute (for, huper).

However, Paul would not have done this 
without Philemon’s permission (v. 14). He 
would want him to act willingly, not under 
duress.

This appeal of age for youth makes a 
beautiful picture. Age should always be 
concerned about youth, for in the young 
lies the hope of the future.

By Jim Griffith

A chaplain tells about the young 
preacher who thought it was his duty 
to preach at least one sermon a year 
on women’s dresses.

Finally, he had to give it up, ex
plaining that it got to where there 
wasn’t enough to take up half an hour.

Furthermore, when it came to short 
mini-skirts, his congregation probably 
did not want the preacher to get upset 
over a little thing like that.

One has to agree that some of the 
current female clothing is “nothing to 
speak of”—and even less to preach 
about.

If, as someone has said, “dress is the 
table of your contents,” then the book 
must be rather short.

The fact is, some little children can 
no longer hold on to their mothers’ 
skirts—they can’t reach them.
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Ministers’ Wives Elect 
Officers; Hear Criswell

By Mary Ann Ward

MIAMI BEACH—The Southern Baptist 
Conference of Ministers’ Wives heard W. A. 
Criswell talk about the woman’s role in the 
church, then elected new officers at their 
20th annual meeting here. The group is an 
auxiliary of the Southern Baptist Pastor’s 
Conference.

Criswell, pastor of the 18,000-member 
First Baptist Church of Dallas, said, “The 
woman is to have a glorious part in the 
church,” as he talked about how Scripture 
relates to women.

“The problem is the Bible lies not in what 
it says but in people not understanding what 
it says,” Criswell said. “You can’t take a 
passage out of context.

“All of the words in the Bible are in a 
context and come out of a historical as
sociation.”

Some biblical examples of women’s par
ticipation in the church have not caught on, 
he said. “Anytime a Baptist church wants 
to have deaconesses, it is perfectly Biblical. 
We don’t do it because of tradition.” He 
cited the biblical character of Phoebe as an 
example of a deaconess.

He also told of events surrounding a state
ment he made to a group in the Dallas 
Baptist Association about women partici
pating in glossolalia (speaking in tongues) 
that was picked up by international news 
media.

He was widely quoted as saying that if 
women would quit speaking in tongues the 
movement would die. He explained that the 

NEW OFFICERS—The Southern Baptist directors of missions organization (formerly 
known as superintendents of missions) elected new officers in their annual session Mon
day morning. They are (l-r) Richard Bryant, director of associational missions for Miami 
(Fla.) Baptist Association, president; John N. Brown, executive secretary of the Norfolk 
(Va.) Baptist Association, president elect; Ray McClung, director of missions, Pulaski 
County Association, Little Rock, Ark., secretary; and D. E. Strahan, director of missions, 
Central Baptist Association, Wisconsin, editor. (SBC Photo by Fon Scofield)

passage in 1 Corinthians 14 relating to 
women’s silence in church relates to speak
ing in tongues and not overall silence. He 
cited biblical examples of women having a 
voice in the early church and said Paul in 
1 Corinthians 11 gave instructions about 
how women should dress when speaking.

Asked how his wife copes with loneliness 
when he travels, he said he didn’t have much 
of an answer.

“She’s not inclined to go with me much, 
but if you want to go with him (your hus
band) that’s perfectly in order.” He said he’s 
currently installing burglar equipment and 
bars on the windows of their home so she 
will feel safe when he is away.

He stressed the importance of teaching 
the Bible by telling about his wife’s Sunday 
School class which started in a room about 
the size of a closet and grew to a present 
average of 550. “It’s because she teaches the 
Bible,” he said.

Elected officers of the ministers’ wives for 
1976 were Mrs. Robert L. Franklin of 
Cairo, Ga., president; Mrs. Walter N. Stock
burger of Norfolk, Va., vice-president; Mrs. 
W. Leray Fowler of Houston, Tex., cor
responding secretary; and Mrs. John Ram
sey of Washington, D.C., recording secre
tary-treasurer.

Officers-elect for 1977 are Mrs. John 
Lawrence of Raleigh, N.C., president; Mrs. 
Bruce Coyle of Memphis, Tenn., recording 
secretary-treasurer; and Mrs. Richard Hen
derson of Durham, N.C., corresponding 
secretary.

A Witness In The Sky
By Tai D. Bonham

I met a stewardess on a plane the other 
day who shared a most exciting experience.

At 9:00 a.m., a wealthy man boarded the 
first-class section of her plane and demanded 
a cocktail. This Christian stewardess sensed 
that the man was troubled and was well on 
his way to being intoxicated before the flight 
ended.

“May I share something with you that is 
far more helpful than a cocktail?” she asked.

Surprised, the man exclaimed, “Anything 
helpful you can share with me will be very 
much appreciated.”

She reached for a Gideon Bible in a 
nearby magazine rack and read the simple 
plan of salvation to the man. She left him 
reading the third chapter of John while 
attending to other passengers.

A few minutes later, she came back by 
the man’s seat and noticed that he was 
weeping. The Bible was open. His tears had 
stained the pages. However, they were tears 
of joy.

“I received Christ here this morning. I 
believe I’ve found the answer to all my 
problems,” he reported to the stewardess. 
He asked her to get off the plane with him 
at the next stop long enough to place a call 
to his wife and tell her the good news. The 
Christian stewardess was more than happy 
to report to this man’s wife that he had been 
saved on her flight.

Note: Bonham is secretary of Department of 
Evangelism, Baptist General Convention of Okla
homa.
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SBC Convention Miami Beach 1975

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OFFICERS—Officers elected by the Southern Baptist Executive 
Committee during their meeting Wednesday afternoon are (l-r) Charles Harvey, pastor of 
Sunset Acres Baptist Church in Shreveport, La., chairman; Dennis Lyle, minister of edu
cation at Haywood Hills Baptist Church, Nashville, Tenn., secretary; Porter Routh, Nash
ville, executive secretary-treasurer; and William Ches Smith III, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Tifton, Ga., vice-chairman. (SBC Photo by Floyd Craig.)

WEBER ADDRESS—Jaroy Weber, president 
of the Southern Baptist Convention and pas
tor of First Baptist Church, Lubbock, deliv
ered his presidential address before approxi
mately 15,000 Baptists Tuesday morning. 
(Warren Johnson Photo)

WMU OFFICERS—Officers serving the Southern Baptist Woman’s Missionary Union for 
1975-76 are (l-r) Mrs. William Ellis, Shelbyville, Ky., recording secretary, Mrs. A. Harrison 
Gregory, Danville, Va., newly-elected president and Executive Secretary Carolyn Weather
ford, Birmingham. (SBC Photo by David Clanton)

COLSON CONFERENCE—Charles Colson, 
convicted presidential aide, fielded questions 
during a press conference following his talk 
to the Southern Baptist Pastors’ Conference 
Monday night. W. C. Fields, public rela
tions director for the Southern Baptist Con
vention, moderated the conference. Also sit
ting in on the conference was Edmon W. 
Bloe, pastor of Trinity Bible Church In Mont
gomery, Ala., who helped direct Colson to 
Christ when Colson was serving a prison 
term. (SBC Photo by Warren Johnson)
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James Smith, left, pastor, First Church
Rochelle, visit with David Salley, pastor 
Association, and Mrs. Salley.

of Clear Springs Church, Knox County

Charles D. Earl, pastor of Lyons Creek 
Church, Strawberry Plains, and Mrs. Earl.

MOTHER’S DAY OFFERING: Praise God 
for good receipts. Through June 16, the 
amount was $172,694, $20,271 over the 
same period last year. I believe we will 
reach our budgeted goal of $341,000 by 
July 31. Thank you, Tennessee Baptists. 
Please pray for us. If we can help you in 
any way, please write me at Box 347, Brent
wood, TN. 37027, or call me at 615/373- 
5707.

James M. Gregg
Ex. Dir.-Treasurer
Tenn. Baptist Children’s

Homes

Delbert S. Nowell was elected a local 
member to serve a new term on the board 
of the Baptist Sunday School Board dur
ing the Southern Baptist Convention. His 
name was inadvertently omitted from the 
list in the June 19 issue of “Baptist And 
Reflector.”

Whiteville, Mrs. Smith and Nathan and

The convention adopted a motion pre
sented by Ray O. Jones, pastor of First 
Church, Fountain City, Knox County As
sociation, which called for a study of ways 
SBC institutions can show more tangible 
assistance to SBC pastors and ministers. 
Looking on is Stewart B. Simms, first vice 
president and pastor, First Baptist Church, 
Greer, S.C.

AssociationReece Harris, left, Sinking Creek Church, Watauga EarlPastors
Campbell, Cedar Grove Church, Johnson City; and at right, Robert Sharp, Washington 
Pike Church, Knoxville.

Ralph Norton, executive secretary-trea
surer, TBC, signs the declaration of co
operation in connection with the observance 
of the 50th anniversary of the Cooperative 
Program. Awaiting his turn behind Norton 
is James H. Landes, executive secretary
treasurer for Texas Baptists.

Pat Landrum, left, pastor, Brighton 
Church, Big Hatchie Association, looks over 
Pastors’ Conference program with John Bud- 
long, pastor of Mullins Station Church,
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SBC Approves Evangelism Change, 
IMPACT ’80s, Site Change

MIAMI BEACH—Elected messengers to 
the Southern Baptist Convention here ap
proved an alteration in their Home Mission 
Board’s evangelism program, adopted a de
nominational emphasis stretching into the 
mid-1980s and changed the site of the 1977 
convention.

The denominational emphasis, the “IM
PACT ’80s Emphasis Plan,” touches most 
areas of denominational life. It was adopted 
by messengers with no discussion and no 
voiced opposition.

The Home Mission Board’s restated pro
gram of evangelism also passed without 
comment from the floor, although the matter 
was discussed last year at the Dallas con
vention.

The two recommendations were part of a 
report by the SBC Executive Committee, 
which also included a recommendation to 
shift the site of the June 14-16, 1977, con
vention from Memphis. Tenn., to Kansas 
City, Mo.

“A serious room shortage has developed 
in Memphis with hotel closings and plans 
for motel expansion stymied,” said Doyle E. 
Carlton Jr., of Wauchula, Fla., a member 
of the committee.

“Since we will be out there for four or 
five days, it would not be a bad idea to have 
a place to stay,” he added. “So we turned 
our eyes to Kansas City.”

Messengers approved the convention site 
shift without opposition.

The IMPACT ’80s plan directs that 
themes and emphases in the years from

RELIGIOUS EDUC/tTION OFFICERS—Southern Baptist religious educators elected officers 
for the coming year during their annual meeting Monday. New officers are (kr) Bernie 
M. Spooner, Travis Avenue Baptist Church, Fort Worth, vice president; Robert O. Feather 
of Park Cities Baptist Church, Dallas, president; William E. Young, Baptist Sunday 
School Board, Nashville, Tenn., president-elect; Neta Stewart, Southwestern Baptist Theo
logical Seminary, Fort Worth, secretary-treasurer; Ellis Bush, Alabama Baptist Convention, 
Montgomery, vice-president; and Ralph Atkinson. Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Ky., vice-president. Not pictured is Peggy Merritt, Ridgecrest Baptist Church, 
Greenville, Tex., assistant secretary-treasurer. (SBC Photo by Warren Johnson)

1979-86 “be developed in keeping with the 
gospel relating to the several critical con
cerns.”

The concerns include family life, leader
ship development, Bible study, church plan
nings, study of Baptist doctrine and heritage, 
community involvement, mission involve
ment, church growth, and Biblical giving.

The Evangelism statement is a change in 
the program statement of the SBC Home 
Mission Board, which has the responsibility 
for national evangelism.

It spells out three broad areas of concern 
—evangelism development, personal evan
gelism and mass evangelism.

Arthur Rutledge, the Home Mission 
Board’s executive director-treasurer, told 
messengers: “A year ago in this convention 
a recommendation was introduced that a 
commission on evangelism be instituted. It 
was tabled to give the Home Mission Board 
time to study this matter.”

He said a study has been conducted and 
evangelism has been elevated within the 
HMB structure from a division to a section, 
reporting directly to the top administrator.

Rutledge said he believes the revised pro
gram statement and structure change “will 
strengthen evangelism within the Home 
Mission Board.”

The messengers also approved technical 
program statement changes for the Baptist 
Sunday School Board, Christian Life Com
mission, Baptist Committee on Public Af
fairs, Annuity Board and Stewardship 
Commission. (BP)

Weber Reports On Disaster 
Coordinating Committee

MIAMI BEACH—Southern Baptist Con
vention President Jaroy Weber told a meet
ing of the SBC Executive Committee here 
that Southern Baptists concerned about op
portunities for response to great disasters 
now have a channel for immediate action.

Weber is chairman of a Disaster As
sistance Coordinating Committee authorized 
by the Executive Committee last February 
and officially launched here. The Executive 
Committee renamed the committee, orig
inally designated as Disaster Relief Com
mittee.

Weber noted that the SBC already has 
channels for responding to disasters through 
the state conventions, Home Mission Board, 
Foreign Mission Board and Baptist World 
Alliance. But he said the advisory committee 
could assist the agencies and Southern Bap
tist church members by getting rapid and 
accurate information through the state Bap
tist papers so Baptists will know the scope 
of the disaster and the channels for response.

“The Disaster Assistance Coordinating 
Committee will also assist in coordinating 
the interests of the churches and in respond
ing through state conventions, regions or 
SBC agencies to disaster needs,” Weber said.

Other committee members are James G. 
Harris of Fort Worth, president of the SBC’s 
Foreign Mission Board; Russell H. Dilday 
of Atlanta, president of the SBC Home 
Mission Board; Paul Faircloth of Bladens
burg, Md., chairman of the SBC Stewardship 
Commission; Charles Harvey of Shreveport, 
La., chairman of the Executive Committee; 
P. A. Stevens of Louisville, Ky., chairman 
of the SBC Brotherhood Committee; Roy D. 
Gresham, executive secretary of Maryland 
Baptists and president of the organization of 
state Baptist executive secretaries; and C. 
Eugene Whitlow, editor of the Baptist “New 
Mexican” and president of the Southern 
Baptist Press Association. (BP)

Golden Gate Alumni Elects 
Hazen M. Simpson President

MIAMI BEACH—Hazen M. Simpson, 
pastor of Central Baptist Church, Burbank, 
Calif., was elected president of the Golden 
Gate Baptist Theological Seminary Alumni 
Association at their annual meeting here.

Other 1975-76 officers chosen included 
Wayne A. Eurich, superintendent of mis
sions, San Diego, president-elect; Max Kell, 
pastor of El Camino Baptist Church, Sacra
mento, vice president, and L. Arthur Nunn, 
pastor of First Southern Baptist Church, 
Petaluma, Calif., treasurer.

Receiving alumni-of-the-year awards 
were Stephen P. Carleton, academic dean at 
California Baptist College, Riverside, and 
Gordon E. Robinson, missionary to Nigeria.

The alumni heard a report of seminary 
progress from President Harold K. Graves.
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Basic Passage: Revelation 1:12 to 2:7
Lesson for Sunday, June 29,1975

When. A Sense Of Mission Is Lost
By Dr. W. R. White

Baylor University, Waco, Texas

Basic Passage: Revelation 1:12 to 2:27
Focal Passage: Revelation 1:12 to 2:7

.Laughs
Moe: “I understand John’s wife is an 

excellent authority on parliamentary law.” 
Joe: “She ought to be. She’s been ‘speaker 

of the house’ ever since they got married.”
* * *

“A large percentage of the accidents occur 
in the kitchen,” said the wife, reading from 
an insurance pamphlet

“Yeah,” said her hubby, “and we men 
have to eat ’em and pretend we like ’em!”

When a sense of mission is lost an 
individual or a nation will drift and de
teriorate. Momentum of a good character 

and worthy activities 
may go on for a while 
but decay will set in 
sooner or later.

A sense of mission and 
destiny will engender zest 
and virility. Adventurous 
activities will ensue and 
creativeness will be very 
evident but dedication 
will be strong.

An advanced and
White strong passion for free

dom seized America in 
its beginning. This grew and unfolded. It 
made a great impact on humanity around 
the world. It makes us the freest and most 
prosperous nation in the world. Yes, we 
became a great major power among the 
nations.

We are losing much of our sense of 
mission and destiny. We have come to have 
the foolish idea that we can be complacently 
secure in and of ourselves. In other words, 
we can shut the whole world out and take 
care of ourselves and all will be well.

Individuals do not want to be involved 
for the common good, and leaders do not 
want our nation to be involved for the 
common good of mankind. Therefore, crime 
flourishes at home and enslaving aggression 
goes on in the world. Some blunders at 
home and abroad have demoralized us 
considerably but a growing, selfish softness 
is our greatest enemy.

Banished Apostle Vitalized By Vision 
Rev. 1:12-20

John, the apostle who had been banished

2 Church Buses For Sole
1 good '66 Ford—54 Passenger

1 good '65 Chevrolet—54 Passenger 
Each has new tires. Will sell cheap.

Clarence Kirk
Phone 615-762-2729

From 5:30 to 7:30 A.AA.

on the Island of Patmos, heard a wonderful 
and mighty voice. He turned to ascertain 
the source of the voice. Behold he saw the 
living Lord arrayed in the garments of the 
great high priest. His hair was snow white. 
His eyes like flames of fire, His countenance 
was like the midday sun and His feet like 
highly refined brass. His voice was like the 
sound of many waters. The sight of Him 
caused John to fall as dead.

He put His hand on John and bade him 
to fear not. Then He announced His identity 
as the One Who is the First and the Last 
even One who liveth that died but is alive 
forever more, holding the keys of hades and 
death.

He explained that the stars in His hand 
are the angels or messengers of the churches 
and that the seven golden candlesticks are 
the seven churches. He commanded John 
to write down what he has seen, the things 
that are now happening and the things yet 
to come.

A Church Loses Its First Love
Rev. 2:1-7

The risen exalted Christ addressed the 
church at Ephesus. It had many things to 
its credit. It was an active, hard-working 
church. It was a forbearing, patient church. 
On the other hand, it was a sound church, 
hating evil and exposing false apostles or 
leaders. It had rebuffed the Nicolaitans. 
These were perhaps followers of Nicolaus 
of Antioch—Acts 6:5. There was some form 
of perversion of real Christian faith and 
probity. Some think it included the clergy 
lording it over the laity. We do not know.

There was one big fault which Christ 
discovered about them. They have left their 
first love, the warm, outgoing of love for 
God and their fellows. This included fervent 
love of the brethren and a zeal to win the 
lost. There is no compensation for this loss 
but repentance and a rekindling of this com
passionate affection.

Pastors, laymen and women 
WOULD YOU LIKE A 
THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION?

Forty low cost seminary-type courses are
available through correspondence. Write to

Seminary Extension Home Study Institute
460 James Robertson Pkwy., Nashville, Tenn. 37219

* * *
Friend (viewing picture): “How realistic!

It makes my mouth water!”
Artist: “A sunset makes your mouth - 

water?”
Friend: “Dear me! I though it was a 

fried egg!”
* * *

An actress congratulated Ilka Chase on 
her book, Past Imperfect. “I enjoyed it,” she 
said; “who wrote it for you?”

“Darling,” clawed Ilka, “I’m glad you 
liked it; who read it to you?”

Southeastern Alumni Elects 
Charles F. Granger President

MIAMI BEACH—More than 250 alumni 
and friends of Southeastern Baptist The
ological Seminary met at the DiLido Hotel 
here for their annual alumni fellowship and 
business meeting.

Highlight of the meeting was the first 
annual report of president W. Randall Lolley 
to the group. In his “state of the seminary” 
address, Lolley gave a report on the events 
of his first year as president of Southeastern 
Seminary. He outlined the new administra
tive model which will become effective 
August 1, 1975.

Lolley also announced the Brooks Hays 
Lectureship, a new lectureship to be given 
at Southeastern. Mr. and Mrs. Brooks Hays 
were presented to the alumni.

The group heard a progress report on the 
$1,000,000 library expansion and renovation 
project now underway on the campus and 
voted to raise $200,000 during their 25th 
anniversary years, 1975-76, to assist with 
the cost of the library capital project.

Charles F. Granger, pastor at Wauchula, 
Fla., was elected president of the alumni 
association. Serving during the next year 
with him are Carter Morell of Kensington, 
Md., vice-president; Fate Thomas of Chat
tanooga, Tenn., secretary; and Jim Auch- 
muty of Birmingham, Ala., director.
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Our People and Our Churches . . .
LEADERSHIP CHANGES ...

Williston Church, Fayette County, called 
Jack Price as assistant pastor. Price is a 
graduate of the University of Tennessee at 
Martin. He will be ordained to the gos
pel ministry June 29. Don Evans is pastor.

Joe L. Layman has been called as pastor 
of Bells First Church. He is already on the 
new field coming from Marshfield, Mo.

Walker Leach has resigned as pastor of 
Atwood Church, Carroll-Benton Association 
to accept the pastorate of the Calvary 
Church in Brownsville.

Prospect Church, Carroll-Benton Asso
ciation, called Mark Merwin as youth di
rector. Merwin is a student at Union Uni
versity. Jimmy Allison is pastor.

Members of Tullahoma First Church 
have called Nolan Barham as interim min
ister of music and youth. Barham is serv
ing presently as professor of education at 
Middle Tennessee State University. He grew 
up in Lewisburg and has served as music 
director at First Churches in Manchester, 
Clinton, and Central Church of Oak Ridge. 
Tom Madden is pastor at Tullahoma.

Randy Parks, minister of music and 
youth, Ararat Church, Jackson, has re
signed to return to Oklahoma.

Clover Creek Church, Medon, called 
Randy Latch as pastor. He comes from the 
Midway Church in Hardeman Association.

Enville Church called Charles Pyles as 
pastor. He is already on the field, having 
recently graduated from Union University.

The new pastor at Palestine Church, 
Madison-Chester Association, is Robert 
McCullar.

Ronnie Davidson is the new pastor of 
Parkburg Church, Pinson. He comes to the 
position from Henry Church in Paris.

West Shiloh Church, Shiloh Association, 
called Danny Humble, a student at Union 
University, as minister of youth and music. 
Lynn Eagen is pastor.

Wes Kent resigned as minister of evange
lism at Towering Oaks Church in Mem
phis to accept a call from a church in Pine 
Bluff, Ark.

Sam White is the new minister of music 
and youth at Richland Church, Memphis. 
He comes from Millsap, Texas, where he 
served in the same position with Harvey 
Tingle, pastor of Richland Church.

Debbie Woody, a student at William 
Carey College, is serving as summer youth 
director at Red Bank Church, Chattanooga. 
Fred Steelman is pastor.

Paob 8

CHURCHES...
Covington First Church received a 

$10,000 unrestricted bequest from the 
estate of Mrs. Kathleen McFadden Price of 
Orlando, Fla. The bequest from Mrs. Price 
was in memory of her mother and father, 
Mr. and Mrs. Walter McFadden. McFadden 
was for many years a deacon in the Cov
ington church. Henry G. West is pastor at 
Covington.

New Hope Church, Carroll-Benton As
sociation, is planning to build a new educa
tional building. Perry Hardin is pastor.

The Choraliers, a choir composed of 
fifth and sixth graders of Chattanooga First 
Church, premiered the musical drama, “Da
vid’s Hotshot Slingshot” at the southwide 
music conference at Ridgecrest June 22. 
The group, directed by Mrs. Robert Dorrill, 
is composed of Lynn Avery, Ann Crisman, 
Sonya Dunn, Karen Finney, Jan Honey, 
Joni Jacobs, Julie Martin, Mary Ann Pedi
go, Linda Schonhoff, Maria Terrell, Anita 
Whittenburg, Beth Yantis, Steve Abercrom
bie, Philip Quinton, Andy Thacker, and 
Chris White. Jack McEwen is their pastor 
at First Church.

Highland Heights Church Memphis, has 
given 45 choir robes to foreign missionaries, 
Mr. and Mrs. James Redding, to be used 
by Baptist churches in Peru. Mr. and Mrs. 
Redding have served as Southern Baptist 
missionaries for 11 years. They plan to re
turn to the city of Arequipa, Peru, in July. 
In addition to evangelistic work there, the 
Reddings’ operate a bookstore and day care 
center. Mrs. Redding is the former Marilyn 
Moore, daughter of Dr. and Mrs. Ralph 
Moore. Moore served as associational mis
sionary for Shelby Baptist Association for 
19 years.

REVIVAL RESULTS ...
Highland Park Church was led in re

vival recently by Vance Havner. There were 
three professions of faith and baptisms, 
three additions by letter, numerous life com
mitments, and several rededications. James 
Wilson, minister of music, led the singing. 
James E. Lee is pastor.

Trinity Church, Chilhowee Association, 
had revival in which there was one profes
sion of faith and several rededications. John 
Haynes was the evangelist. George Hicks is 
pastor.

Revival results at Pleasant Site Church, 
Shiloh Association, included one profession 
of faith and several rededications. Herman 
Wolfe was the evangelist. John Westlake is 
pastor.

Calhoun First Church had revival services 
with Ansell Baker, pastor of Athens First

PEOPLE...
Grace Church, Carroll-Benton Associa

tion, ordained Charles Felts to the diacon- 
ate. John Hicks is pastor.

Tom Lee, son of James E. Lee, pastor of 
the Highland Park Church in Lawrence
burg, has been ordained to the gospel min
istry. He is attending Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary this summer and plans 
to enroll there this fall. Sam DePaul, pastor 
of Leoma Church, gave the message. Deryl 
Alexander, chairman of the deacons at 
Highland, gave the charge to the church; 
and James Lee gave the charge to the can
didate. Opening and closing prayers were 
led by Lou Don Sandlin and S. H. Lewis, 
respectively.

North Athens Church, Athens, licensed 
Steve Colieman to preach the gospel min
istry. He is a senior at McMinn High 
School and is active in the youth program 
of the church. He has already preached his 
first sermon at the church. Dillard Hagan 
is pastor.

Cookeville First Church ordained Craige 
A. Steele to the gospel ministry earlier this 
month. Leslie Baumgartner, director of mis
sions, TBC, was the moderator for the 
examining council. Charles Treadway of
ficiated, and George Capps preached the or
dination sermon. Steele is a graduate of 
Belmont College and earned the master of 
religious education degree from South
western Baptist Theological Seminary. He 
has served as minister of education for the 
Cookeville church since 1970. Having been 
appointed with his wife as a missionary by 
the Foreign Mission Board, his expected 
type of service in the South Brazil Mis
sion will be in the area of religious educa
tion promotion.

Elmer Cole, the first man called out of 
Highland Park Church in Lawrenceburg to 
enter the ministry, graduated recently from 
Baptist Bible Institute in Graceville, Fla. 
His future plans include furthering his edu
cation and preaching.

Mr. and Mrs. Brad Owen, members of 
the Inglewood Church in Nashville, cele
brated their 50th anniversary recently. James 
D. Hopkins is their pastor.

Church, serving as evangelist. Olney Toom
ey, music director at Calhoun First, was in 
charge of the music program. There were 
three professions of faith and four additions 
by baptism. Ron Sorah is pastor.

Niota First Church reported eight per
sons coming for baptism, six by letter, and 
numerous rededications during a recent re
vival there. E. Warren Rust, Home Mission 
Board, Atlanta, was the evangelist. Robert 
Kelley is pastor. ,
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Baptists Urged To Help 
America Live Up To Dream

/

By Catherine Allen

MIAMI BEACH—Southern Baptists were 
challenged here to help their nation live up 
to the American dream and to “redeem the 
time” for Jesus Christ.

Flags of the 50 states and Puerto Rico, 
each of which has Southern Baptist work 
supported by the Home Mission Board, 
decked the platform for the presentation and 
music was provided by gaily robed French 
and Spanish-speaking choirs.

William E. Pinson, professor of Christian 
ethics at Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Fort Worth, Tex., told messengers 
that the crying need of America is to live up 
to the American dream.

“The best way Southern Baptists can make 
Christ’s freedom ring is by answering the 
cry of America’s need for this unfinished 
dream,” he said.

He urged messengers to admit the faults 
of the nation and seek improvement. “To 
^accentuate the positive and ignore the 
negative is a ploy to avoid reality,” he said.

Pinson said the American dream consists 
of faith in God, of pursuit of life, liberty 
and happiness, of cities undimmed by hu
man tears, of prosperous rural areas, of 
government by and for the people, and of 
brotherhood.

Citing failings of these dreams, he said, 
“One nation under God is not a reality. 
Unbelievers increase at twice the rate of 
believers.”

Pinson said that the nation is a maze, not 
a melting pot, with one-third of the popula
tion oriented toward ethnic groups and with 
minorities growing at a faster rate than the 
anglo population.

“Insofar as the patriot’s dream is com
patible with a Christian’s vision, we must 
strive for it,” Pinson told the more than
16, M3 messengers.

Russell Dilday, pastor of Second-Ponce de 
Leon Baptist Church in Atlanta, and presi
dent of the Home Mission Board, urged the 
denomination to commit itself to offer ful
filment of the American dream through

Tiedemann $nduMd>, 
P.O. Box 672. Muscatine, IA 52761 • Phono 319/263-6642 
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various programs of the Home Mission 
Board.

“Each generation of believers has a 
specific segment of time to redeem for Jesus 
Christ,” he said. “On the brink of the 
national bicentennial, we are not responsible 
for the past. We cannot redeem it. We can’t 
redeem the future. We have only this time.”

Dilday said that Southern Baptists know 
how to win America to Jesus through their 
missions and evangelism programs. Only 
commitment is lacking.

Jimmy Anderson, Indian missionary in 
Oklahoma, said that Christian Indians 
should get the public ear to be spokesman 
for Indian problems.

“I’m tired of AIM (American Indian 
Movement) getting all the attention. AIM 
fans flames of discontent and says that 
Christianity is the Indians’ greatest enemy.

“When they say that Christianity is the 
white man’s religion, I say ‘Don’t give the 
white man so much credit.’ No white man 
is that smart or red or black man.”

Anderson works with three Indian tribes 
in nine counties in central Oklahoma. One 
of fewer than a dozen Indians who have 
graduated from a Southern Baptist the
ological institution, he said that trained 
Indian pastors and straight words about the 
gospel of Jesus Christ are the main needs in 
Indian missions.

“Indians are looking to see if the white 
man means it when he says love,” he said.

Chattanooga First Church 
Begins New Construction

Chattanooga First Church has begun 
construction on the enlargement of the fel
lowship hall and the enclosing of the breeze
ways connecting the educational building 
with the sanctuary.

Included in the proposed construction is 
a two-story connecting walkway which will 
serve as a fellowship breezeway. The ca
pacity of the dining room will be increased 
from 350 to 600. With the use of portable 
walls, the same area will be converted into 
educational space for adult Bible study. The 
cost of both projects is approximately 
$335,000.

Plans were drawn by the Selmon T. 
Franklin and Associates Architectural 
Firm. Collins and Hobbs will complete the 
construction in time for the church to en
tertain the Tennessee Baptist Convention 
meeting there in November 1975. Members 
of the building committee are B. Franklin 
Davis, chairman, John Ling, Mrs. Tom 
Pendley, A. J. Poston, and John Sutton. 
Drew Haskins Jr. is chairman of the finance 
committee. Jack McEwen is pastor.

Cooperative Program Testimony
I believe in the Cooperative Program. 

During the years since 1925 the Cooperative 
Program has proved itself to be the lifeline 
of missions, the best plan of financial sup
port of missions, and I believe, the hope of 
future missions.

I believe in the Cooperative Program. As 
Sunday by Sunday I place my tithe in the 
offering plate of my church, I know that a 
portion of it will be channeled through the 
Cooperative Program. This channeling gives 
me the opportunity to join others in sharing 
Christ’s love. Alone I could do practically 
nothing, but by cooperating with others God 
multiplies my tithe in a miraculous way.

I believe in the Cooperative Program. Not 
only has the Cooperative Program proved 
to be very effective and to offer opportunities 
for sharing in a material way; I receive a 
great blessing. The deaf child in my state 
hears about Christ—the Cooperative Pro
gram made it possible. On the other side of 
the world a man hears about Christ—the 
Cooperative Program helped make it pos
sible. So joy fills my heart—a joy that I can 
have a part, a joy that Southern Baptists 
participate in such a program, a joy that I 
believe will continue to increase.

I believe in the Cooperative Program.
Mrs. Gilmer Cross
Lexington, North Carolina
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Openness Is Emphasized 
At Missions Consultation

By Charlie Warren

MIAMI BEACH—Openness was the 
major emphasis here as nearly 300 Southern 
Baptist leaders, missionaries and Baptist 
nationals gathered with administrative staff 
and members of the Foreign Mission Board, 
for a consultation on foreign missions, an 
intensive study of world missions.

Information and ideas presented at the 
consultation, held June 4-8, prior to the 
Southern Baptist Convention meeting here 
(June 10-12), will serve as study material 
and input for the board’s report to the 
convention in 1976 concerning “bold new 
plans” for foreign missions during the next 
25 years, plus other uses.

In stating the purpose of the consultation 
during the opening session, Baker J. 
Cauthen, executive secretary of the spon
soring Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board, said:

“God has a way of letting us see things 
from different perspectives. For God has 
called many to serve him from many 
varieties of backgrounds and cultures. We 
gather to benefit from each other as we 
reach out to find what God is saying.”

Jesse C. Fletcher, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Knoxville, Tenn., and formerly 
director of the board’s Mission Support 
Division, reported the results of a similar 
consultation held in 1965 in Miami Beach.

In his report it was evident that although 
progress had been made in the 10-year 
period, many specific suggestions from the 
previous consultation were never imple
mented.

Therefore, following Fletcher’s report, 
Norvell G. Jones, a layman from St. Louis, 
Mo., and Cal Guy, professor of missions at 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary 
in Fort Worth, called for the 1975 consulta
tion to be an “action oriented conference.”

Guy stated that all such a meeting can 
possibly be is “pure consultation. But con
sultation ought to reap implementation,” he 
said. “This consultation is too important for 
any of us who have an overriding concern 
to play possum.

“I’m grateful for the kind of openness to 
discussion which Dr. Cauthen projected and 
for the honesty for which Jesse (Fletcher) 
has prepared his paper,” Guy said.

SBC Messenger Suffers 
Heart Attack In Miami Beach

MIAMI BEACH—Thomas R. (Bob) 
Allen Jr., 69, of Scottsdale, Ariz., retired 
superintendent of buildings and grounds of 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary at 
Louisville, Ky., suffered a heart attack in 
the exhibit area of the convention center 
here June 9 and died a short time later.

Allen, a messenger to the Southern Baptist 
Convention, was given cardio-pulmonary 
resuscitation by Baptist Sunday School 
Board personnel who were working at a 
nearby exhibit, and who had taken a CPR 
course at the Board.

The Miami Beach Fire Department 
Rescue Squad arrived shortly, and worked 
for about an hour before Allen was taken 
to Mt. Sinai Hospital. (BP)

During the meeting’s first open discussion, 
four national Baptists from countries where 
Southern Baptists have mission work, made 
comments and suggestions.

Chris Marantika of Indonesia said that 
even though there is an all-time high of 
2,600 Southern Baptist missionaries, in light 
of the total of 12.5 million Southern Bap
tists, that number is actually very small.

Cauthen called on the participants to 
“saturate the meetings in prayer” and for 
each person to freely share his own think
ing. (BP)

PARTNERS
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Religious Education Association 
Hears Elkins, Atkinson

MIAMI BEACH—Members of the South
ern Baptist Religious Education association 
Sunday were urged to re-think the role of 
women in their field and in the denomina
tion.

Cliff Elkins of University Baptist Church 
in Fort Worth, Texas, told the group, “when 
we speak of women in religious education 
in the broadest sense, we must recognize 
the tremendous contribution women have 
made , to the cause of Christ throughout the 
history of Southern Baptists.

“Can you imagine our mission work with
out the contribution of women? Can you 
imagine what the educational organizations 
in our church would be like without 
women?

“We still cast women in the historic and 
cultural setting of the past,” he said. “By 
our man-made limitations we waste, dis
courage, and limit a vast reservoir of God
given talent.”

He suggested that the organization, and 
local churches, take a “page” from the 
operating manuals of government and busi
ness which has “learned that women can do 
more than type, make coffee and keep an 
appointment book.”

Elkins suggested ways the local church 
could improve the status of women. He 
said it should:

1) Examine its staff structure to encour
age women to participate in the de
cision making process at a staff level;

2) Correct present inequalities where men 
and women are being paid different 
salaries for substantially the same 
type work;

3) See that all administrative staff mem
bers—male or female—have the same 
access to secretarial work;

4) When an opening occurs, look for the 
best qualified person, regardless of 
age or sex;

5) Become familiar with the government’s 
laws and regulations in the area of 
women’s rights and respond, not be
cause of the law of the land, but be
cause of the love of God.

Elkins reminded that the “basics” for 
the person whose personal commitment is 
to Christ and His way are still powerful 
forces for following those suggestions.

He told of one woman religious educator 
who wrote him, “The pastor of my church 
has attempted to relegate me to secretarial 
status, has told me he ‘let’ the church call 
a woman so the salary would be less than 
if they called a man, and that he believed 
women should not hold places of leadership 
in the church.”

Elkins was followed by Dr. Ralph C. At
kinson Jr., professor of religious education

Thursday, June 26,1975

at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Louisville, who reminded the group that only 
one-fourth of the people working in re
ligious education are members of the 
SBREA.

Tracing a history of the Southern Bap
tist Religious Education Association, Atkin
son said the organization needed to look 
at ways of cooperating with other organiza
tions within the denomination, seek ways 
of organizational growth, and establish 
standards of professional ethics. He also 
urged the group to seek ways of disseminat
ing information about religious education 
methods and to establish a structure ade
quate for future needs.
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ACROSS

1 Egyptian king 
(2 Ki. 17:4; poss.)

4 Kind of soul 
(Prov. 19:15)

8 upon his name” 
(Isa. 12)

12 Fringefoot
13 Time of day
14 He had an Irish Rose
15 “walk in---------” 

(Rom. 6)
18 Part of the cargo

(2 Chron. 9:21)
19 Color (Ezek, 1:4)
20 Call on
23 Trees
25 Official acts
26 — of Solomon

27 Serviceman's mail
ing address: abbr.

30 “And have tasted the 
---------” (Heb. 6)

33 Soluble nucleo
protein: abbr.

34 Card games
35 Used for measuring 

(Ezek. 40:5)
36 Chimney partition
37 Continues
38 “their laying — was 

known” (Acts 9)
41 House space
43. “sacrificed and

----- ” (2 Ki. 15)
48 A deliverer

(Judg.3:15)
49 The well (Gen. 26:20)
50 Money of account

51 Abner’s friend: poss.
52 Centers: abbr.
53 “Prepare —,wake up 

the mighty” (Joel 3)

DOWN*

1 It stood still
(Hab. 3:11)

2 Noun suffix 
denoting mass

3 Maxim
4 Bungling
5 Measured quantity
6 “I counted-------- ” 

(Phil. 3)
7 Wine: comb, form
8 Periods free 

from storms
9 Hebrew month

10 It is in the blood
(Lev. 17:11)

11 Wanton look
16 Greek river nymph
17 Wells —
20 Homeless men
21 Sacred image
22 Cease
24 Inductions: abbr.
26 Fly ash
27 “’Rockof-”
28 Longfellow, for one
29 — and ends
31 “a great — throne” 

(Rev. 20)
32 “he knoweth our —” 

(Psa.103)
36 They were contrary 

(Acts 27:4)
37 There were seven

(Judg. 16:13)
38 Place (2 Sam. 20:14)
39 Chinese city
40 Herb genus
42 Unique thing
44 Calendar abbr.
45 At this time
46 Spanish lady: abbr.
47 Sense organ

CRYPTOVERSE
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Today’s Cryptoverse clue: Y equals H
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The HOME MISSION BOARD

the Word 
Unmi Home

in pioneer areas. 
in hospitals...
to military personnel
Establishing new churches and missions in pioneer areas of the SBC is a major thrust of the 
Home Mission Board. The Board assists many new congregations by giving them pastoral 
support until they can achieve full self-support. Missionary personnel of the Board help 
set up Bible study groups in pioneer areas. Often these groups develop into new churches. 
The Board also provides financial aid for construction of church buildings in pioneer areas.

The Home Mission Board carries on an effective 
work through the chaplaincy. Eight hundred and 
fifty full-time Southern Baptist chaplains minister 
to military personnel and their families and serve 
in hospitals (civilian and military), institutions, 
and industry.

%

Short-term mission volunteers—students working 
on summer mission projects in pioneer areas—also 
play a key role in the Board's work. Greater

emphasis, indeed, is being placed on the enlist
ment and utilization of lay volunteers to assist in 
meaningful mission services.

Whether through evangelism, helping form new 
churches, or serving people in the military and in 
hospitals, the Home Mission Board is a sturdy 
arm of Christ reaching out to people. Your 
church contributions through the Cooperative 
Program help support the work of the Board. 
Simply stated, the Board provides the WAY; 
you provide the MEANS.

COOPERATIVE 
PROGRAM 
50th ANNIVERSARY

Fourth in a series of twelve ads on the Cooperative Program.
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Messengers Extend Study
Committee; Sidestep Name Change

MIAMI BEACH—Messengers to the 
Southern Baptist Convention voted here to 
grant another year for a Committee of 
Seven to study the role of the SBC Execu
tive Committee.

Chauncey Daley, editor of the “Western 
Recorder”, Kentucky Baptists’ newsmaga
zine, and chairman of the study committee, 
said a report would be given at the 1976 
Convention in Norfolk, Va. He said the 
report would be released for study by 
Southern Baptists well before the Conven
tion.

The messengers also supported a commit
tee recommendation that the name of the 
Southern Baptist Convention not be changed 
at present.

An effort to get the messengers to con
sider for a year another name, “Cooperative 
Baptist Churches,” failed decisively. The 
substitute motion was offered by Donald 
Brown, a Baltimore, Md., pastor. Surveys 
showed that a decisive majority of Southern 
Baptists oppose any change in the name, 
Daley said.

Surveys by 32 state Baptist newspapers 
showed 35 percent favoring a name change 
and 65 percent opposed it.

Announcing The Availability Of 

81/2%—91/2% First Mortgage Bonds 
Through 

c^feoSurety Funding Corporation 
12120 Crestmoor Road, Suite 31

P.O. Box 15886 , 
Nashville, Tennessee 37215

SfPC
SECURITIES INVESTOR PROTECTION CORPORATION 

This announcement is neither an offer to sell nor a solicitation of an offer to 
buy. The offer is made by Prospectus only.

Surety Funding Corporation 
2120 Crestmoor Road, Suite 31 
P.O. Box 15886
Nashville, Tennessee 37215

Please send me information on bonds available 
through your company.

Name ______________________________________

Street

City.

A professional survey showed about 25 
percent of Southern Baptists for and 75 
percent against a name change, Daley said.

States where the majority of Southern 
Baptists favored a name change were the 
newer areas of Southern Baptist work in 
New England, Michigan, Hawaii, West Vir
ginia, Oregon, New York, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Kansas, and District of Co
lumbia, Daley said.

Reasons given for opposing the name 
change included the danger of other groups 
claiming the name and capitalizing upon it, 
the problem of communicating a name 
change, and the absence of a consensus on 
a suitable name change.

The most popular names listed in the polls 
were Cooperative Baptist Convention, Con
tinental Baptist Convention, United Baptist 
Convention, World Baptist Convention and 
Baptist Convention of America.

In its progress report on the Executive 
Committee the Committee of Seven noted 
that the Executive Committee “provides 
checks and balances to protect the historical 
principles of the Baptist liberties and au
tonomy.” (BP)

CALL US AT 
(615) 385-2663

State. Zip.

Afraid You’re 
Going Deaf?

Chicago, BL—A free offer of spe
cial interest to those who hear but 
do not understand words has been 
announced by Beltone. A .non
operating model of the smallest 
Beltone aid ever made will be 
given absolutely free to anyone 
requesting it.

Send for this non-operating 
model now. Wear it in the privacy 
of your own home to see how tiny 
hearing help can be. It’s yours to 
keep, free. The actual aid weighs 
less than a third of an ounce, and 
it’s all at ear level, in one unit. Nd 
wires lead from body to head.

These models are free, so we 
suggest you write for yours now. 
Again, we repeat, there is no cost, 
and certainly no obligation. Thou
sands have already been mailed, 
so write today to Dept.4623. 
Beltone Electronics, 4201 W. Vic- 

. toria Street, Chicago, Ill. 60646.

Boyce Bible School Grants 
First Diploma To Tennessean

Boyce Bible School, Louisville, held its 
first commencement exercises recently grant
ing the first diploma to a Tennessean, Joseph 
C. Cody of Morristown.

The historic graduation was held in the 
school’s facilities on the campus of the 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. 
Housed in the building once used by the 
Carver School of Missions, the school was 
approved by the SBC meeting in Dallas last 
year. Since then, enrollment has climbed 
from 48 to above the 100 mark. More than 
125 ministers are participating in off-campus 
courses taught by Boyce faculty members.

Cody was able to complete the two-year 
program in half the time by transferring 
credits from Carson-Newman College. He is 
married to the former Julia Stubblefield of 
Morristown.

BIBLE PUZZLE PAGE 
ANSWERS

“Neither yield ye your members 
as instruments of unrighteousness 
unto sin” (Rom. 6:13).
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UNIFORM LESSON SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, June 29, 1975

A New Person. In. Christ
By Dr. Ben Curtis, Assoc. Prof, of Religion, 

Belmont College, Nashville, Tennessee
Lesson Text: John 15:1-11

To become a new person in Christ is to 
experience a new birth, i.e., a remaking of 
oneself with new values and commitments. 
To experience a new birth is to start all over 
again spiritually, which presumes that a 
Christian begins in a state of religious im
maturity. This is scary. Yet the promise of 
Jesus in these Scriptures is that it is all right 
to be dependent, to lean and receive nurture, 
to be shaky in learning how to walk. How
ever, the demand of Jesus is that maturity 
is not automatic and some branches may 
experience the discipline of the vinedresser 
because they did not become strong enough 
to bear fruit.

The True Vine
Jesus used the analogy of vine and 

branches to describe His relationship with 
Christians: “I am the true vine” (15:1). 
Consistently in the Old Testament the vine 
represents the nation Israel. On their coins 
and on the front of the Temple, Jews used 
the emblem of the vine to picture their 

Introducing from Moody Press!

A complete resource of 
Bible facts in two big volumes.

Completely new and up-to-date, this comprehensive 
Bible reference includes:

• Every proper name and place mentioned in the 
Bible • Discussions of all important doctrines
• Explanations of theological terms • Historical and

cultural backgrounds • Over 900 photographs and 
diagrams • A 16-page full-color map section 
• Cross references

2 volumes
1875 pages
Cloth
Regular price $29.95

identity. The vine, however, became a 
symbol of degenerate Israel that was not 
fulfilling its purpose in the plan of God, i.e., 
a vineyard running wild. Therefore, Jesus as 
the true vine is the true Israel who shed His 
blood to bring into existence the new people 
of God, which links the image of the vine 
with the celebration of the Lord’s Supper: 
“this is my blood of the covenant, which is 
poured out for many. Truly I say to you I 
shall not drink of the fruit of the vine . . .” 
(Mark 14:25). Furthermore, the branches 
(Christians) of the Vine (Christ) must be 
responsible or they are cast out to wither up 
(15:6), reminiscent of Jesus cursing the 
unproductive fig tree (Mark 11:12-14). These 
rejected branches may refer to unbelieving 
Jews or apostate Christians under persecu
tion, but most likely they refer to unfaithful 
Christians who show leaves not fruit, i.e., 
words not deeds.

Christian Mysticism
Jesus used the word meno, to abide, ten

SPECIAL 
INTRODUCTORY 
OFFER
$24.95 

Order from your Baptist Book Store

moody pRess
gf THE NAME YOU CAN TRUST

times in this passage to emphasize the inti
mate relationship between Christ and the 
Christian. This is the closest that any of the 
four gospels comes to describing the relation
ship with God through Christ as a mysti
cism. In general mysticism is a strand in 
most religions that contains two main ele
ments: (1) union with God in such a way 
that the personality of the worshiper is 
absorbed into God; (2) contact with God 
coming through His immediate presence in 
such a way that no external aids, such as 
Scripture and church, are needed. The up
shot of mysticism is often a selfish ecstasy 
where the worshiper indulges in a constant 
“spiritual high” to the neglect of the needs 
of the world. If John is presenting a Chris
tian mysticism, he is modifying the notion 
of union with God in several ways. In the 
first place, the personality of the believer is 
never obliterated; indeed, it is heightened 
through maturity. Secondly, the believer 
knows God through “my words abiding in 
you” (15:7) or the proclamation of the 
Gospel and through “keeping my command
ments” (15:10) or an ethical responsibility 
to the world.

The fruits of abiding in Christ are three
fold: (1) an effectual prayer life where one 
prays in accord with the will of God, having 
been purged of selfishness (15:7); (2) glori
fication of God through character and ser
vice stemming from fruitfulness (15:8); (3) 
fullness of joy flowing from Christ to those 
who know union with Him (15:11).

The Test Of Love
The love of God for Jesus and the love of 

Jesus for the disciples stand as the supreme 
examples for us of the kind of love that 
makes spiritual maturity. They showed love 
that was vulnerable, non-protective, not 
avoiding pain or evil. Also, they showed love 
that was abundant, not flowing from de
ficiency, not needing the affirmation of man 
to save face or inflate their importance. God 
and Jesus knew who they were and they 
loved from strength, not weakness. Jesus 
recognized the need to carry the disciples in 
their initial dependence and anxiety: “for 
apart from me you can do nothing” (15:5). 
He also granted them the freedom to grow 
in their own unique fashion and even stand 
without His constant physical presence—the 
ultimate salute of a tough-minded love (“no 
longer do I call you servants, but I have 
called you friends,” 15:15).

Conclusion
The new person in Christ, then, has 

aligned himself with the people of God not 
through ancestry or nation, but through 
participation in the True Vine. He has the 
privilege of abiding in Christ and being 
dependent in his fledgling weaknesses, in 
addition to the responsibility of growing up 
into the maturity of love. Christian love 
cares for the other out of a spontaneous 
reaching out that does not measure the 
response, yet beckons the person to move 
from “servant” bondage to “friend” eman
cipation.
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On Matters ot

Family Living
By Dr. B. David Edens,

Director, Marriage and Family Program 
Stephens College—Columbia, Missouri 65201

The Master Key: Communication
The heart of all marriage failures, say 

veteran marriage counselors David and Vera 
Mace, is communication. A relationship in 
depth, they comment, can only be achieved 
and sustained through communication in 
depth. They discuss the vital issue of com
munication in their book, We Can Have 
Better Marriages.

They compare marriage to a large house 
with many rooms. Couples hope to be able 
to enjoy all the rooms but they often find 
many of the doors locked, in effect, areas 
in their relationship which they are unable 
to explore together. The result is that 
couples resign themselves to living in a few 
comfortable rooms and never explore or use 
the many other rooms in the house.

But, the Maces say, there is a master key 
capable of opening every door—and that 
key is the “great art of effective marital 
communication.” The problem is that the 
key has to be forged by the couple acting 
together and this is not always an easy thing 
to do.

The Maces offer six reflections on some 
of the areas of marital communication which 
couples need to understand.

1. Honesty of a deep and open kind is 
required in any relationship of shared 
intimacy—especially marriage. You 
cannot share life unless you know 
each other, and nowhere is this more 
true than in marriage.

2. Especially, there must be honesty 
about feelings. Couples must learn 
how to communicate their anger hon
estly and work together to resolve it.

3. Self-awareness is an essential if there 
is to be effective communication. 
Growth in self-awareness comple
ments and reinforces the ability to 
relate to another.

4. Distorted perception of yourself and 
the other often impedes effective mari
tal communication. The Maces quote 
Oliver Wendell Holmes’ distinction 
that there are really three Johns—the 
real one, known only to his Maker, 
John’s ideal John, and Mary’s ideal 
John. There are also three Marys and 
all six of these persons are interacting, 
a factor which makes perception of 
each other a complicated affair.

5. Tuning each other out is a common 
difficulty. We are accustomed to tun
ing out much of the extraneous com
munication that comes our way each 
day—experts say we get about 1600 
messages daily, but act on only about 
12 of them. It takes effort on the part
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HISTORICALLY
FROM THE FILES

50 YEARS AGO
Highland Park Church, Chatta

nooga, increased the salary of its 
pastor, J. B. Phillips, from $5000 to 
$6000. It was done as a birthday 
present while the pastor was in revival.

After serving three years, H. E. 
Watters, Jackson, resigned as pastor 
of the church at Friendship, effective 
in August. His resignation was due to 
a demand for full-time service as 
president at Union University.

20 YEARS AGO
Frank G. Charton, Memphis, was 

elected director of music for the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention.1 He had 
served previously as head of the music 
department at Union University, min
ister of music at Chattanooga First 
Church, and minister of music at 
Union Avenue Church in Memphis.

Helen Jarrett, a recent graduate of 
Belmont College, became office secre
tary for the Church Training Depart
ment of the Tennessee Baptist Con
vention.

10 YEARS AGO
After more than 19 years as pastor 

of the Oakwood Church in Knoxville, 
L. C. Roberts resigned. He had come 
to the position from the Hall Street 
Church in Owensboro, Ky.

Wendell Price was scheduled to as
sume his duties as superintendent of 
adult work for the Sunday School 
Department of the TBC. A native 
Tennessean, he served as pastor in 
several churches in the state.

6.

of couples to learn to listen carefully 
to each other and to share their 
thoughts and feelings honestly.
Beyond verbal communication there 
is the entire area of body language 
and sensory awareness. It is important 
for marriage partners to learn how 
their mates express themselves non
verbally as well as verbally.

%

Executive Secretary
By Ralph Norton

On several occasions during the past two 
and one-half years I have become aware of 
the efforts on the part of many Tennessee 

• • .

Norton

pastors to obtain further 
training by returning to 
one of our seminaries for 
periods of study. This 
was specifically brought 
to my attention last week 
when I spoke at the First 
Baptist Church of Co
lumbia. I learned that 
their pastor, Brother Don 
Bouldin, along with his 
wife, is spending the 
month of June at South
eastern Seminary, Wake

Forest, N.C., fulfilling requirements for a 
Doctor of Ministry degree.

It has been my conviction from the 
beginning of my pastoral ministry and con
tinuing into the time I have been serving as 
your Executive Secretary-Treasurer, that 
pastors can profit immeasurably by taking 
advantage of opportunities for further study. 
It is commendable when a pastor is allowed 
to return for work leading to a degree, but a 
pastor and his people are to be congratu
lated also when arrangements can be made 
for a pastor to attend preachers’ schools, 
retreats, etc., where additional knowledge is 
gained and encouragement received.

May I direct a challenge at this point to 
any pastor who is interested in further study 
to consider this possibility seriously. Ob
viously this cannot be accomplished with
out the cooperative efforts and willingness 
of the church members as they allow him 
time off and share in the expense of such a 
program. I heartily endorse this suggestion, 
for I have witnessed a more confident min
istry on the part of pastors when this has 
been done.

urniture
Pews, Chancel Furniture, Stained 

Glass Windows, mfg. by

arg er orp
Lynchburg, Va.

Member Church Furniture

For information or free design con
sultation, call or write:

R. L. (Bob) VERRAN
P.O. Box 313, Madison, TN. 37115 

Phone 615-868-3912
>+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++*+++
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Allen Urges SBC Strategy
On Physical, Spiritual Hunger

Foundation

The Cooperative Program 
And The Foundation

By Jonas L. Stewart 
Executive Secretary

By Roy Jennings

MIAMI BEACH—A leading Texas min
ister recommended to Southern Baptists here 
a series of strategies designed to still spiritual 
and physical hunger pains and shore up 
society’s “sagging morality.”

In the keynote address at the 118th 
annual meeting of the 130-year-old South
ern Baptist Convention, Jimmy R. Allen of 
San Antonio urged messengers to attempt 
the innovative and “risk failing without fear
ing that we would be failures.

“Some of our finest moments are coming 
under creative leadership which is willing to 
do something different,” said Allen, pastor 
of First Baptist Church, and former presi
dent of the Baptist General Convention of 
Texas.

“In international missions we are discover
ing the day of lay involvement in missions, 
acceleration of crusade evangelism utilizing 
laymen, natural disasters as days of oppor
tunity for service and change in strategy, 
and hunger as an urgent responsibility,” 
he said.

“Our strength as Baptists has always been 
the openness of our people at the grass roots 
to sense the wind of the Spirit and respond. 
That breath of mission awareness and will
ingness to give of themselves is moving in 
fantastic proportions.”

Allen called for a national missions strate
gy which would involve fitting programs to 
the various publics discovered in communi
ties and training lay Christians to “impact” 
each public.

Southern Baptists also need to develop 
people who will work in the tough places of 
racially changing neighborhoods and inner 
cities, Allen added.

He also proposed a network of Christians 
who would counsel politicians in making 
decisions affecting society.

Other strategies Allen put forward in
volved using dinner theaters and dramatic 
groups to share the Christian message and 
a better use of the talents of women execu
tives.

Allen also saw a need for Christians who 
would supplement the work of chaplains in 
the military, law enforcement and medical 
ministries.

The Texas minister characterized spiritual 
and physical hunger and a sagging morality 
as an overwhelming opportunity.

“In the last few decades we have followed 
a path of license rather than liberty, of 
unrestrained greed breeding injustice, of 
political leadership by deception. Families 
fragment in a society in which non-married 
has become a defensible life style,” Allen 
said.

“Into these graveyards of rotting corpses, 

of consciences mutilated and eternal prin
ciples rejected, we are called to go with a 
resurrection message.”

Southern Baptists need to be on the tip toe 
of alertness for direction from God, Allen 
said.

Christmas Heads Alumni 
At New Orleans Seminary

MIAMI BEACH—Charles Merry Christ
mas Sr. of Birmingham, Ala., was elected 
president of the New Orleans Baptist Theo
logical Seminary alumni during the associa
tion’s annual luncheon meeting here 
Wednesday.

Receiving the Faculty Distinguished 
Alumnus Award for 1975 was Miss Carolyn 
Weatherford, also of Birmingham.

Christmas, who is pastor of Philadelphia 
Baptist Church, succeeds Gil Barrow of 
Leesburg, Fla. Elected to serve with him 
were Frank Gunn of Biloxi, Miss., presi
dent-elect; Mrs. Thomas Hill of El Paso, 
Tex., secretary; and Frank Ling of Moncks 
Comer, S.C., treasurer.

Miss Weatherford, who is executive 
secretary of the Southern Baptist Woman’s 
Missionary Union (WMU), was named the 
outstanding alumna s for 1975 by Russell 
M. McIntire, vice-president for development 
and chairman of the committee on alumni 
affairs. In presenting the annual faculty 
award, he cited Miss Weatherford for “dis
tinguished denominational leadership in 
missionary education.” The WMU execu
tive is the second woman to receive the 
award.

In his keynote address to the alumni, 
seminary president Landrum P. Leavell 
discussed the completion of campus con
struction and renovation projects, the in
auguration of doctor of ministry seminars 
in Jackson, Miss., and Birmingham, Ala., 
and the increased student enrolment which 
now stands at 916.

Pointing out that New Orleans Seminary 
is the only one of the six Southern Baptist 
Convention seminaries where faculty and 
students live together on the campus, he 
told the alumni: “The theological education 
at New Orleans Seminary is unique. Its 
uniqueness is centered in its family spirit 
and the mission challenge of southern
Louisiana and adjacent areas.”

Outgoing alumni president Barrow re
ported that the total on the alumni student 
aid fund had reached $9,118.

During the business session, 
adopted a new goal of $15,00C 
1975, through Sept. 30, 1976.

the alumni 
for Oct. 1,

There is no limit on the causes 
one can support by a trust 
through the Foundation as long 
as it is of interest to Tennessee 
Baptists. All of our institutions 
are receiving income from such 
trust funds.

The largest recipient of funds 
from trusts placed with us is the 
Executive Board with instruc
tions to use it through the Co
operative Program. Last year we 
paid more than $83,000 for this 
purpose. By establishing a liv
ing or testamentary trust fund 
through the Foundation for the 
Cooperative Program one can 
support all of our institutions 
and mission projects for all time 
to come.

For more information write or 
call the Tennessee Baptist Foun
dation or Dr. Jonas L. Stewart, 
Executive Secretary-Treasurer, 
P.O. Box 347, Brentwood, Ten
nessee, phone 373-2255.
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CALL COLLECT—-615-523-2102
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Building Committees

(NEVER WAX FLOORS)
Poured Wall To Wall 

Ideal for nurseries, educational 
buildings, corridors and all 
Sunday School rooms, etc.
See our beautiful floors at

CAMP CARSON AND LINDEN
Call or Write

Surfaces Unlimited, Inc.
719 North 1st Street 
Nashville, TN 37206 
Phone 615-256-0989
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