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Seventh Annual Youth Evangelism 
Conference, March 26-27

The seventh annual Youth Evangelism 
Conference, sponsored by the Department 
of Evangelism, TBC, will be held Mar. 
26-27 at Vanderbilt Memorial Gymnasium 
in Nashville. The first session will begin at 
7:30 p.m. Friday, according to F. M. 
Dowell, director of the department.

Self Ford

Featured speakers will be William L. Self, 
pastor, Wieuca Road Church, Atlanta, and 
Joe Ford, director of young adult evan
gelism, Home Mission Board. On Friday 
evening the bicentennial musical, “Fabric 
of Freedom” will be presented under the 
direction of Bill Cates and Bob Mulloy.

Self has been pastor of the Wieuca Road 
Church since 1964. He has averaged over

Baptist And Reflector 
Receives New Budgets

Three Tennessee Baptist churches have 
placed the Baptist And Reflector in their 
budgets.

The associations, churches and pastors 
are:

Central Association, Forest Park Church, 
Billy J. Robinson;

Western District Association, Cottage 
Grove Church, Janies E. Bean;

Bradley Association, Dalton Pike Chapel, 
Sam Melton (of Mt. Carmel Church, Doyle 
Suits, pastor).

Three additional Tennessee Baptist 
churches are receiving the Baptist And 
Reflector through the Trial Plan. The as
sociations, churches and pastors are:

Duck River Association, Highland 
Church, Jasper Jones;

Maury Association, Knob Creek Church, 
Harvel C. Stockard;

Central Association, Shellsford Church, 
Stephen L. Playl.

200 speaking engagements outside his own 
pulpit each year, the majority of these being 
in youth meetings. Additionally, he has 
conducted preaching missions and religious 
emphasis weeks on seminary, college, and 
university campuses. He has been a con
tinuing guest on WSB-TV “Today in 
Georgia” each week for the past 10 years.

Ford will lead the personal witnessing 
conference for college students on Saturday 
morning, in addition to speaking to the 
entire group. He has served as youth direc
tor in Louisiana and Texas and has been in 
youth evangelism in Washington and Ore
gon. He was associate in the Youth Evan
gelism Dept., General Convention of Okla
homa before going to the evangelism section 
of the Home Mission Board.

On Saturday morning there will be 13 per
sonal witnessing conferences held through
out the Nashville area. Locations will in
clude Van Ness Auditorium of the Baptist 
Sunday School Board, Vanderbilt gym, 
Woodmont, Two Rivers, Park Avenue, 
Judson, Immanuel, Haywood Hills, First, 
Eastland, Crievewood Churches and Bel
mont Heights Church and chapel. Leaders 
for the conferences will be pastors, staff 
members, and youth from churches through
out the state.

Don L. Madaris, associate, Church Music 
Dept., TBC, will be in charge of the singing.

The closing session will be held in the 
Vanderbilt gym beginning at 2 p.m. Satur
day.

Johnson Leading Work
In Ha II ilton County

Richard Lee Johnson, former superintend
ent of the East Tennessee and Min-Tom 
Children’s Homes in Chattanooga, is serving 
as interim director of missions for Hamilton 
County Association. He began serving fol
lowing the resignation of J. V. James re
cently.

Johnson served as superintendent for 12 
years before he retired in December 1971. 
He is a graduate of Ouachita Baptist Uni
versity and Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. In his 25 years as a pastor, he 
served churches in Tennessee, Arkansas, 
and South Carolina, and was a military 
chaplain during World War n.

He has been active in various phases of 
denominational work on the associational, 
state, and national levels.

Richard Ham To Lead 
Children’s Choir Clinic

A clinic designed for workers with chil
dren’s and pre-school choirs will be held 
Mar. 30-31 at Elizabethton First Church.

The clinic is sponsored 
jointly by Watauga As
sociation and the Church 
Music Dept., Tennessee 
Baptist Convention.

According to Frank 
Charton, director of the 
department, workers 
with pre-school and chil
dren in both Sunday 
School and Church 
Training programs are 
also urged to attend the 
clinic. “Several churches 

throughout Tennessee do not have separate 
choir programs for children,” Charton said. 
“Therefore we urge those who use music in 
Sunday School and Church Training to take 
advantage of the clinic.” Charton stated also 
that music programs overlap within various 
programs of the church.

Director for the sessions will be Richard 
Ham, consultant, Church Music Dept., Bap
tist Sunday School Board. Ham has served 
three churches as full-time minister of 
music, including Walnut Street Church in 
Owensboro, KY; Immanuel Church, Lexing
ton, KY; and First Church, Pine Bluff, AR. 
He has written numerous articles in church 
music periodicals and is the author of a 
book on church music for children.

The sessions will begin Tuesday at 1 p.m. 
and conclude Wednesday at 11:45 a.m.

Registration should be made through the 
Church Music Dept., TBC.

Humphreys

James Humphreys To Serve 
In Weakley County Post

James E. Humphreys is the new director 
of missions for Weakley County Association. 
He succeeds R. L. Newman, who retired 

recently.
For the past 10 years 

Humphreys has served 
as pastor of Forest Hill 
Church in Forest Hill. 
Prior to that time he was 
pastor of Toone Church 
in Toone. He has served 
as clerk-treasurer for 
Shelby County Associa
tion and has been active 
in associational work.

He is a graduate of the 
University of Tennessee 

and received the master of divinity degree 
from Southwestern Baptist Theological Sem
inary.



The Body Of Christ
By Herschel H. Hobbs

"For as the body is one ... so also is 
Christ.”—I Corinthians 12:12

Interpreters vary widely as to Paul’s 
meaning of the church as the body of Christ. 
But we must not become so involved in 
these that we do not see the forest for the 
trees. Certainly at times the apostle uses 
“body” to show the mystical union between 
Christ the Head and the church (all of the 
redeemed) as His body (Eph. 1:22-23; 5:23, 
30; Col. 1:18, 24).

But in this context Paul uses “body” 
metaphorically to show that as the human 
body, though comprised of many parts, is 
one body, so also is the body of Christ. 
“Many members” or parts of the human 
body are “one body;” they are a unity of 
interrelated parts. The same is true of the 
church as the body of Christ.

The apostle has just been listing certain 
gifts of the Holy Spirit which He distributes 
among Christians according to His will. 
Each of these gifts has a specific function. 
Likewise, God has framed the human body. 
Each part has its own specific function. If 
the parts work in harmony, the body is
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of Christ is both healthy and efficient.
If one part fails to function, the body’s use
fulness is impaired. If the various Christians 
work at odds against each other, the result 
is tragic. The body may be rendered helpless 
or useless in coping with the challenges for 
service which confront the church.

We are so careful to endeavor to keep the 
various parts of our physical bodies func
tioning properly. We should be equally 
concerned about the function of Christ’s 
body. Each Christian should determine what 
part of Christ’s body he is—and then func
tion accordingly.

II

By Jim Griffith

An ambitious young executive asked 
a wealthy businessman what he felt 
to be the secret of his success and he 
was told: “There is no secret to it. I 
simply jumped at my opportunities.”

“But,” asked the young man, “how 
did you know when your opportuni
ties would come?” " -

“I didn’t,” replied the elderly man, 
“I just kept jumping.”

This is good advice for church 
members if they will also heed the 
reminder that responding to opportuni
ties involves more than jumping at 
conclusions.

But the successful businessman’s 
word is particularly appropriate for 
that church member who considers 
himself steady when, in reality, he is 
just motionless.

Jumping at every opportunity for 
service through the church could do 
much to advance the Lord’s work. 
There are too many church members 
who will jump at everything and take 
everything the Lord gives them but 
responsibility.

Devotional

“So also is Christ” or His body. If Chris
tians as members of this body function ac
cording to each one’s gift of the Spirit, the

four-year-old boy

healthy. If not, the body is ill or impaired. 
It is illogical to think of the parts working 
against each other. To do so produces dis
order and defeats the very purpose of the 
whole.

Stewart

'Brotherly Love'
By Mrs. Dot Stewart

There was a picture in the paper recently 
that made an indelible impression on me. A 

was down on his hands 
and knees so that his 
little two-year-old sister 
could stand on his back 
to reach the water foun
tain.

The world could use 
more of this kind of 
brotherly love on the part 
of all of us. It made me 
stop to think just how 
long had it been since I 
had stooped down to help 
another reach up. Every 
day numerous opportuni

ties come our way to show concern for our 
fellow man. Usually it takes very little of 
our time, effort, or money. Just a phone call, 
a note, a visit, a prayer, a shared cup of 
coffee, can mean the difference between 
despair and hope, victory and defeat, some
times even life and death. Jesus said: “Let 
love be without dissimulation;” “Be kindly 
affectioned one to another with brotherly 
love;” “Rejoice with them that do rejoice 
and weep with them that weep;” “Pray for 
one another;” “Love one another,” “Bear 
one another’s burdens;” “Let brotherly love 
continue;” “Be not forgetful to entertain 
strangers;” “Remember them that are in 
bonds;” “Have compassion one of another, 
love as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous;” 
“Let us not love in word, neither in tongue, 
but in deed and in truth.” (Rom. 12:9, 10, 
15; James 5:16; John 13:34; Gal. 6:1, 2; 
Heb. 13:1-3; I Pet. 3:8; I John 3:18). And 
on and on we could go through the New 
Testament.

Oftentimes we get an impression from 
the Holy Spirit—a name that keeps coming 
back to mind, a need that keeps pushing 
its way into our thoughts. The day has been 
long, we are tired, there are things we want 
to do, we just want to sit down and have 
some time to ourselves, so we push back 
the wooings of the Spirit. He may have had 
a special mission in mind for you. If you 
don’t answer His call He will pass that 
blessing on to someone else, or there may 
be a need out there that will never be met, 
an opportunity may go by never to return, 
or it may be forever too late to speak that 
word of love and lend that helping hand. 
Don’t miss that blessing. Look around you. 
There is someone where you are who needs 
a word of encouragement, a pat on the back, 
a few minutes of your time. Respond to the 
leading of the Holy Spirit and have your 
cup filled to overflowing. You will never be 
so tall as when you stoop down to help 
another.

Note: Dot Stewart is a charter member of Two 
Rivers Church in Nashville where she has served 
as the pastor’s secretary for 10 years. Additionally, 
she is a Sunday School teacher of adult women.
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Baptist Business/Career Women To Gather First Time

Tilford Gammage Gammage Gardner
The first state-wide meeting for Baptist 

Business and Career Women in Tennessee 
will be held April 2-4 at Smoky Shadows 
Conference Center in Pigeon Forge, accord
ing to Nan Owens, Baptist Women’s direc
tor, Tennessee Baptist Convention.

The meeting will begin with a cookout 
supper and fellowship period on Friday 
night and close with worship services Sun
day morning.

Hattie Gardner, a missionary to Nigeria 
for 38 years, is scheduled to be on the 
program along with other missionaries and 
Baptist leaders. Before retirement, Gardner 
conducted evangelistic work among the Ba- 
tonu tribe in the remote northwest corner of 
Nigeria. When she reached retirement age, 
she lacked two villages having a church in 
every village. Consequently, she spent an
other mission tour on duty, established the 
church, and saw the first Batonu pastor 
ordained.

Wrote First Reader
Her other responsibilities included over

seeing construction of Baptist schools and 
churches, advising teachers and pastors, 
helping plan associational meetings, and 
supervising literacy workers. She assisted in 
writing the first reader in the Batonu lan
guage and a supplementary reader of Bible 
stories. She began literacy classes for adults 
and a primary school for children.

Other missionaries will include Al and 
Nettie Gammage, Korea and Lorene Tilford, 
China and Taiwan.

Dr. and Mrs. Gammage were appointed 
by the Foreign Mission Board in 1957. He is 
president and professor of systematic studies 
at Korea Baptist Theological Seminary, 
which has recently received accreditation 
from the Korean government. Mrs. Gam
mage is a homemaker and also serves on the 
Board of Trustees of Korea Christian Acad
emy (missionary children’s school) and the 
mission’s executive committee. The former 
Nettie Oldham of Dixon Springs, TN, Mrs. 
Gammage received her nurse’s training at 
Baptist Memorial Hospital’s school of nurs
ing. Prior to missionary appointment she 
was a nurse at Oklahoma Baptist University. 
Gammage is a graduate of the University 
of Florida and received the bachelor of 
divinity and master of theology degrees from 
Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary.

He earned the doctor of theology degree 
from Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in 1972.
Taught At University

Tilford served the Republic of China on 
the mainland and in the province of Taiwan 
for 36 years. She retired from the Foreign 
Mission Board in April 1973. For 15 years 
she taught English at National Chunghsing 
University in Taiwan.

She also taught Bible and extracurricular 
English classes at the Baptist student center 
there. For 10 years, she and a fellow mis
sionary taught a class in English conversa
tion to the university professors. She was 
one of three professors selected to represent 
the university at a special reception given 
by President and Madame Chiang Kai-shek

Arlington, Knoxville, To Host
Children’s Worship Conference

Castle Brewer Price Evette
Arlington Church, Knoxville, will host the 

1976 Children’s Worship Conference, April 
12-13, according to Wendell Price, director, 
Sunday School Dept., TBC.

The conference is intended for leaders 
and workers in churches which hold a 
children’s worship period. Conference con
tent will include philosophy of worship, 
children’s worship demonstrations, children 
and conversion, age group sessions, and 
workshops in using music and the Bible.

Two members of the Sunday School 
Dept., Baptist Sunday School Board, and 
two state Sunday School Board Dept, mem
bers will lead the conference.

Al Brewer and Leon Castle, both chil
dren’s work consultants at the Board, will 

in 1969.
A Tennessean, she was born in Tullahoma 

and lived in Shelbyville and Murfreesboro. 
She is a graduate of Tennessee College for 
Women, Columbia University Teachers Col
lege, and Woman’s Missionary Union Train
ing School.
Other Personalities Slated

Other personalities are Mrs. Howard 
Vowell, University of Tennessee at Martin; 
Paul Hall, associate, Missions Dept., Ten
nessee Baptist Convention; Ruth Smith, 
Baptist Centers, Louisville and Knoxville; 
Mary Jane Nethery, executive secretary, 
WMU; and Melba Hutson, Cleveland.

Carolyn Weatherford, executive secretary 
of the SBC Woman’s Missionary Union, 
stated that the working women of our con
vention are the most neglected group in our 
missionary involvement. “This group prob
ably has the greatest potential of any seg
ment of our denominational life today,” she 
said recently.

Other features of the conference will be 
Bible study, discussions on organization, 
Christian Service Corps, a banquet, and 
fellowship periods.

According to Owens, the deadline for 
registration for the conference is March 25. 
Reservations should be made through the 
WMU Office, Tennessee Baptist Convention, 
Brentwood, 37027.

lead in various phases of the conference. 
Castle will focus on a worship feature 
demonstration, and will discuss the philoso
phy and theology of worship. Additionally 
he will lead an age group study with Bible 
Discoverers.

Brewer will lead the age group study with 
Bible Searchers.

Conference personnel will be available 
for individual conferences relating to chil
dren’s worship on Tuesday.

Ray Evette, director, preschool and chil
dren’s work, state Sunday School Dept., will 
preside along with Price.

Preregistration is requested and should be 
completed through the Sunday School Dept., 
TBC, Brentwood, 37027.
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'Bravo!' For Mora! Responsibility
Recently Nashville, Tennessee’s television station WTVF 

chose to pre-empt the CBS Network’s wife-swapping movie, 
“Bob and Carol and Ted and Alice,” because the station 
management said it was inappropriate for family viewing. 
Morally responsible people should let such stations know that 
we applaud this exercise in moral responsibility.

Parents concerned about the exploitation of sex and violence 
on television should say “Thank you.” Citizens outraged at the 
continuous snipping away at the moral fiber of our society 
ought to say “Bravo! Well done!”

There are many of us who are bone weary of the unhealthy 
programs being sent into our homes by the networks. We are 
tired of the presentations of abnormal sex, vicious sadism, 
dirty jokes, and gross profanity. We are sick of so-called 
entertainment in which human beings are tortured, wounded, 
raped, whipped, punched, knifed, hanged, beaten, sliced, 
jabbed, shot, maimed, and murdered.

We are weary of this violation of human decency. We need 
help! And stations such as Nashville’s Channel 5 are to be 
co:mu ended for taking steps to give us relief.

In response to WTVF’s action, a local professor of phi
losophy said on a guest TV editorial that the station had 
sacrificed what is right in the name of what is popular. 
Nonsense! He implied that the station had exercised a 
censorship contrary to American democracy. He is mistaken!

The exercise of morally responsible decision-making by tele
vision stations is our best hope of avoiding government 
censorship of the content of television programs. It is our best 
hope of preserving democracy by keeping the government from 
dictating what we see or hear or read.

If people want to see a wife-swapping movie, let them go to 
a theater and pay their money. The airwaves belong to the
American people. We have the right to be free from having
such i:mu orality sent into our homes.

On the same night that WTVF refused to show this immoral 
movie, another channel carried a network movie containing a 
homosexual rape scene which was a distasteful affront to the 
normal, decent people of the community. The showing of such 
movies demonstrates how serious a crisis we face. The 
grass-roots people of this country are morally outraged by such 
offensive programs.

Some television stations are making morally responsible 
decisions. I hope, and I believe, that these stations will not be 
deterred by those who falsely raise the issue of censorship. I 
encourage every television station in the land to reject the 
exploitation of sex and violence in all of their programing. 
And I trust that the people will affirm what responsible stations 
are doing in behalf of wholesome television programing by 
such actions as pre-empting this movie.—Harry N. Hollis Jr., 
director of Family and Special Moral Concerns, Christian Life 
Commission, SBC.

Further Education Is Available
IF WE WERE to survey all of the pastors of churches 

cooperating with the Southern Baptist Convention, I wonder 
what the average length of a man’s pastorate would be? Ten 
years? Twenty? Forty?

PERHAPS FOR THE majority, many of those years were 
spent on the verge. Anxious years of waiting and watching, 
waiting for some extra help, or some extra training, or some 
extra experience. Or perhaps waiting for the right moment or 
the right circumstance. How many days, or how much of a 
career, were spent watching from a distance while others 
seemed to be highly successful in a significant ministry.

THE HOPE WE have within us is often fashioned from 
our feeling of being on the sidelines. We are not in the pool 
yet, but we are on the verge. All it would take for us to be a 
big success is for someone to pick us up and place us in the 
pool. And next time may be that time.

SOMEHOW WE HAVE our own way of promising our
selves success. Right now the circumstances might not be 
quite right, but with just a little patching here and there, a 
little polishing there and yonder, we will arrive. The tragic 
thing is that if the “real thing” can’t happen here, it will 
happen in our imagination. For many, we just keep on dream

ing, and dreaming, and dreaming....

DO YOU KNOW someone who fits the above? If so, tell 
him about the SBC Seminary Extension Department. It just 
may be that some additional study will change dream to 
reality.—C. Eugene Whitlow, editor, “Baptist New Mexican”, 
New Mexico.

Play It Safe
Your church could have a major financial problem that may 

have escaped attention in these days when all struggle against 
inflation.

Our reference is to insurance if fire or some similar disaster 
should strike. Has the proper committee looked at replacement 
costs now as compared with five years ago—or even last year?

Building costs, just as all others, have skyrocketed in recent 
months. What was adequate last year isn’t as 1 now. Whatg
was adequate five years ago is definitely inadequate now.

A dozen or so churches will learn this year the value of 
insurance. They’ll learn it wasn’t enough unless the policy was 
upgraded recently.—John Jeter Hurt, editor, “Baptist Stand
ard”, Texas.
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Carson-Newman Receives 
$100,000 Scholarship Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Howell Bible Sr., of Morristown, recently presented Carson-Newman 
President John A. Fincher (center) with a gift of $100,000. The gift will be used to 
establish a scholarship fund.

JEFFERSON CITY—Mr. and Mrs. R. H. 
Bible Sr., of Morristown, have established 
a $100,000 scholarship fund at Carson- 
Newman College, according to C-N Presi
dent John A. Fincher. Bible has been a 
member of C-N’s Board of Trustees since 
1955 and served as chairman for four years.

Carson-Newman is currently engaged in 
a capital campaign to raise $10 million in 10 
years. The announcement of Mr. and Mrs. 
Bible’s gift coincides with C-N’s campaign 
kick-off in Jefferson County and the East 
Tennessee area.

Income from the Bible gift will be used to 
provide scholarships to academically quali
fied students of strong Christian character, 
with preference given to those students who 
show evidence of financial need.

The C-N administration will select the 
scholarship recipients each year giving pref
erence to residents of Hamblen County, 
otherwise to any student who is a resident, 
or whose parents are residents of East 
Tennessee.

In 1931 Bible married the former Ruth 
Jackson and together they founded Bible 
Insurance Agency. They are the parents of 
three children—two sons, Robert H. Jr. and 
Raymond Edward (both officers in the Bible 
Insurance Agency, Inc.), and a daughter, 
Mrs. Richard (Sarah) Demers of Chicago, 
IL.

Mr. Bible is the retired president of Bible 
Insurance Agency, Inc. He was the first East 
Tennessean to become a member of the 
Million Dollar Round Table and is a mem
ber of that international organization of

Life Underwriters. Bible served many years 
as chairman of the finance committee and is 
now chairman of the trustees of First Baptist 
Church in Morristown. The honorary Doc
tor of Public Administration was conferred 
upon him by C-N in 1969.

Mr. and Mrs. Bible have been staunch 
supporters of Carson-Newman. Fincher said, 
“This magnificent gift symbolizes the sta
bilizing and supportive role this wonderful 
couple has assumed for the college.”

Top RA Award Goes To 
East Tennessee Boy

Glenn Ballinger, Jefferson City, was 
awarded the Service Aide National Award 
plaque from the Brotherhood Commission 
of the Southern Baptist Convention. Bal
linger received the recognition after he com
pleted five service aide awards in the areas 
of ministry, application, and worship.

The award required 750 hours of work in 
the program, and carried with it a scholar
ship to any of three Baptist colleges in 
Tennessee.

Ballinger is the son of Mrs. Bernice 
Ballinger of Jefferson City and is a member 
of Piedmont Church, Dandridge. He serves 
as assistant counselor for the RAs, and has 
worked in Vacation Bible School, church 
visitation, and participated in many youth 
activities.

James H. Royston is pastor at Piedmont, 
and Quinton Eslinger is RA counselor.

Cooperative Program 14.77% 
Ahead After Five Months

NASHVILLE—With five months gone in 
the 1975-76 fiscal year, the Southern Baptist 
Convention’s national Cooperative Program 
unified budget totals more than $19.9 mil
lion—a 14.77 percent increase over the 
same point in 1974-75.

Total giving—Cooperative Program and 
designated—amounts to $40,691,654 
through the first five months, a $4.9 million 
or 13.76 percent increase over last year. 
That figure includes $19,935,028 in Coop
erative Program receipts and $20,756,626 
in designated gifts.

February, the fifth month of the 1975-76 
fiscal year, meanwhile recorded $4,460,718 
in Cooperative Program funds—a 20.75 
percent increase over last February. It re
corded an additional $12,724,725 in desig
nated funds for a grand total of $17,185,443 
or a 15.78 percent increase over the previ
ous February. The $4,460,718 is the second 
highest month for Cooperative Program re
ceipts in SBC history. January 1976 set the 
record with over $4.8 million.

If the Cooperative Program continues at 
the 14.77 percent increase pace—which is 
difficult to predict—the Cooperative Pro
gram would yield over $47.1 million in 
1975-76 on a national level, according to a 
projection by Billy D. Malesovas, director 
of financial planning and assistant to the 
treasurer of the SBC Executive Committee.

That would not reach the total goal of 
$51 million, but would exceed the basic 
operating budget for the SBC agencies of 
$41 million and the capital needs budget of 
$1,080,000. The rest of the budget is “chal
lenge” funds. (BP)

Pre-Convention Conference Held 
For SBC Vocational Evangelists

ATLANTA—The Home Mission Board’s 
Department of Mass Evangelism is spon
soring a conference for Southern Baptist 
vocational evangelists, June 11-12, in Chesa
peake, VA, immediately preceding the an
nual meeting of the Southern Baptist Con
vention in Norfolk.

The conference will be held at Indian 
River Baptist Church, 1600 Laurel Ave., 
Chesapeake, VA 23325.

Special features of the conference include 
a seminar on basic evangelistic writing, led 
by John Havlik of the HMB evangelism 
staff, and a series of four sermons on “The 
Gifts of the Holy Spirit,” by Roy Edgemon, 
also of the HMB evangelism staff.

“Participants have been invited to lead 
simultaneous one day revivals in several 
Norfolk area churches, June 13,” said Bobby 
Sunderland, organizer of the conference. 
“Evangelists should indicate interest in par
ticipation upon registration.”

For registration information, write: Bobby 
Sunderland, Director, Department of Mass 
Evangelism, Home Mission Board, 1350 
Spring Street, N.W., Atlanta, GA 30309.
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What Our Baptist Forebears Hoped To Gain

What Are Challenges 
To Our Generation?

By Gaines S. Dobbins
The following Is the fifth in a series of 

six articles by Gaines S. Dobbins, one 
of Southern Baptists’ most distinguished 
writers-professors emeritus. The articles 
deal with Baptist history and the Bicen
tennial. The articles have been written 
by special request of the Committee on 
Special Articles of the Baptist Press As
sociation.

Colonial Baptists were possessed with 
profound convictions. They had read the 
New Testament. They had become disillu
sioned with the doctrine of divine rights of 
kings and inerrancy of pope and Universal 
Church and bishops and state churches. 
They were convinced that there was a better 
life for the people in a democratic govem- 
ment and congregationally ruled churches. 
They believed firmly that the only authority 
needed for faith and practice was the Bible. 
They rejected infant baptism, sacramental 
salvation, priestly intermediation between 
persons and God. They were opposed irrev
ocably to union of church and state.

How could they win with such revolu
tionary convictions? Humanly, no way! 
Mountains of error blocked them, centuries 
of tradition defied them, entrenched powers 
of church and state withstood them. Their 
efforts were met with irresistible opposition. 
What recourse did they have?

“If God be for us, who can be against 
us?” In this sublime confidence Colonial 
Baptists submitted to be fined, jailed, beaten, 
held under water until nearly drowned, in a 
few cases actually put to death on such 
flimsy charges as preaching and worshiping 
without a license, resisting an officer, dis
turbing the peace, “heresy.” Their principal 
defenses were non-resistance, refusal to re
taliate, public proclamation of their con
victions, friendly cultivation of higher-ups, 
non-violent demonstrations, petitions to leg
islative bodies, preaching the gospel without 
fear or favor. This living of what they be
lieved won for them wide public approval 
and support and many converts to Christ.

Their pleading was not just for their 
advantage and relief but to gain basic human 
rights for all people, as taught and exempli
fied by Jesus Christ and his inspired biblical 
interpreters. These basics included respect 
for personality, equality of privilege and 
opportunity, justice before the law, peaceful 
relationships, law-abiding citizenship, free
dom of worship and speech, forgiveness and 
non-retaliation, love for others as for oneself, 
unfeigned righteousness. In civil govern
ment, they held that the rulers should be the 
ruled; in the church, that every believer 
should exercise priestly functions.

From these and similar principles came 

the inclusive concept of the Kingdom of 
God, the rule of God in Christ in the lives 
of all men under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit. It was their dream and hope that 
America would be the New Israel, as pic
tured by the prophets and projected in Jesus’ 
prayer, “Thy kingdom come ... on earth 
as in heaven.” To be sure, not all these 
revolutionaries articulated their vision thus 
fully, but when thus synthesized these were 
basic elements of their creed.

Two hundred years later we look back to 
find that many of the principles which these

RA’s Hope To Raise $10,000 
At Congress For Kenya Welk
Union, WV, and

Reid

Orvil Reid, missionary to Mexico, K. J. 
Bowman, state highway patrolman from 

Carl Hall, missionary to 
Kenya, will be featured 
at the 22nd Tennessee 
Royal Ambassador Con
gress, April 16-17, in 
Chattanooga. East Ridge 
will serve as host church.

The 1976 Congress is 
sponsored by Hamilton 
County Baptist Associa
tion in cooperation with 
the Brotherhood Dept., 
Tennessee Baptist Con- 
vehtion.

Registration will begin 
at 8:30 a.m. on Friday at the church. The 
final session will begin at 7 a.m. Saturday. 

Reid and his wife, currently on furlough 
from Mexico, will retire from active service 
this spring. Prior to furlough, they were 
living in Tuxtla Gutierrez, Mexico, where 
he was a field evangelist for the southeast 
part of the country. Prior to moving to 
Tuxtla Gutierrez in 1971, they served in 
Guadalajara for almost 30 years as city 
missionaries. He was director and admin
istrator of a student home for men and 
administrator of a similar home for women.
Reid To Perform

In addition to his testimony on the 
Congress program, Reid will perform vari
ous feats of strength for the Royal Am
bassadors. These will include allowing a 
truck to run over him; resisting two horses, 
two cars, or 32 men trying to pull his 
clasped hands apart. He will sing while a 

valiant Baptist pioneers espoused and causes 
for which they suffered have been realized. 
Yet we are bound to recognize that much 
for which they stood remains unfulfilled. 
There are still vast areas of inequality, in
justice, lawlessness, economic unfairness, 
political corruption, religious error, biblical 
illiteracy, rampant materialism, inordinate 
self-seeking, unfaithfulness of church mem
bers to their Christian commitments, an 
increasing multitude of the unsaved. By no 
means has the New World fulfilled the hope 
that it might become the New Israel of God.

Our Baptist forefathers faced gigantic 
obstacles to the achievement of their mission 
in their day—and won! As difficult as was 
their task, is not ours even more tremen
dous? Shall we complacently settle down to 
the routine of maintaining the status quo? 
Or shall we gird ourselves to meet the 
challenge of the new era in the life of our 
nation, resolved to win for Christ in our 
day with no less courage and determination 
than our heroes of faith in their day? 
Destiny rides on our answer!

man breaks a large rock on his stomach 
with a 16-pound hammer.

Other activities at the Congress will in
clude advancement project displays, a pa
rade, Royal Ambassador Speak Out, pine
wood derby, campcraft rodeo, mission con
ferences, and a mission offering.

The offering will be used by Hall to help 
dig wells in Kenya, a country plagued by 
drought. According to Hall, the drought has 
caused the death of 90 percent of the cattle 
in some sections of the country. Cattle are 
the center and source of life for the Maasai 
people with whom he works. “As the vast 
grasslands of Southern Kenya are rapidly 
being transformed into dust bowls by the 
drought, the need is imperative,” he stressed. 
The offering goal is $10,000.

The pinewood derby is for RAs in grades 
one through nine. Competition will take 
place in the gymnasium of the East Ridge 
Church, with three categories of competi
tion. ’
Activities Judged

The campcraft rodeo will be for boys 
in grades one through 12, including four 
divisions of grades. It will be run simul
taneously with the pinewood derby. Ac
tivities will include packing and unpacking 
a back pack, making envelope beds, rope 
craft, firecraft, and compass.

The RA speakout competition is designed 
for boys in grades four through 12. Numer
ous subject titles have been made available 
from which the RAs may choose.

Campcraft, mission, and project displays 
will be viewed throughout the Congress,
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UNIFORM LESSON SERIES Lesson for Sunday, March 14,1976

Parables Of Repentance 
And. Obedience

By Roy A. Helton 
Professor Emeritus of Religion, Belmont College, Nashville, Tennessee

Basic Passage: Matthew 21:6 to 22:14; Focal Passage: Matthew 21:28-41

The two parables which form the focal 
passage of this lesson must be viewed in the 
entire setting of the basic passage. The 
Triumphal Entry and the cleansing of the 
temple both set the stage for the debate 
over authority. Viewed from the perspective 
of the basic passage as a whole Jesus is seen 
accusing the Jewish leaders of rejecting his 
authority as reflected in the preaching of 
John the Baptist (21:23-32), as witnessed in 
his own prophetic ministry (21:33-46), and 
as observed in their refusal to honor an 
invitation by the early Christians to the 
wedding feast of Christ (22:1-14). Matthew 
builds a cumulative case against the religious 
leadership as seen in these passages. Writing 
long after the actual happening of the 
events, he describes the religious establish
ment as rejecting the forerunner of Jesus, 
of rejecting Jesus himself, and of ignoring 
the witness of the early Christian church.

Jesus Asserts His Authority 21:1-27
The question as to whether Jesus was 

consciously presenting himself as Messiah in 
the Triumphal Entry is debated by biblical 
students. It is clear, however, that Matthew 
so understood it, and it is equally plain that 
Jesus was at pains to make it clear that he 
was no leader of armed revolt or rabid 
nationalism. Jesus had chosen another way. 
It is a tribute to Matthew that he alone saw 
Zechariah 9:9 (See Matt. 21:5) as the 

along with exhibits from the Baptist Book
store. The annual parade of flags will be 
held Friday evening at 7:00.

Highway patrolman Bowman will speak 
to the group on living the Christian life 
every day.

Installation of new officers and presenta
tion of awards will be held Saturday at 9 
a.m.

The steering committee for the RA Con
gress is chaired by Matt Nevels, Hamilton 
County Baptist Association, and Max 
Thomas, a layman from Chattanooga.

The 1975-76 congress officers include: 
president Lamar Thomas, Chattanooga 
Central Church; secretary Eddie Myers, 
Northport Church, Newport; interest activ
ity leader Stan Smothers, Belmont Heights 
Church, Nashville; and mission activity 
leader Mark Scott, Belmont Heights Church, 
Nashville.

pertinent passage to describe the nature of 
Jesus’ Messiahship as that of a Servant, 
riding upon a domestic animal, rather than 
a white charger. Christ was a different kind 
of King from what the populace expected. 
He was no Saul of towering physical strength 
and beauty, he was no warrior-statesman as 
David, nor was he a Solomon of wisdom and 
wealth. He was a meek and lowly servant 
who came riding upon an ass which be
longed to some unknown friend. His escort 
bore palm branches, not spears. The shouts 
were the songs of children and happy peace
ful people, not the battle-shout of soldiers. 
Unpretentious as it was, this was Jesus’ 
presentation of himself as Servant-Messiah. 
What made it so galling to the establishment 
was that there was a tradition that if the 
nation were righteous when Messiah came 
he would be riding a white charger, but if 
the nation was not righteous he would ride 
an ass. This acted parable was all too clear 
to men who regarded themselves as the 
source of all authority. Little wonder they 
asked “who is this?” (21:10).

One of the traditions which centered 
about the Jewish understanding of the 
Messiah was that he was Lord of the 
Temple, and when he came he would set 
straight any wrongs in its ministry. It is no 
surprise, then, that the scribes and priests 
asked, “By what authority are you doing 
these things, and who gave you this au
thority?” (21:23). What had Jesus protested 
in his act. of “vandalism and desecration” 
as the religious leaders would view them? 
He had not protested the sacrificial system 
or the payment of the temple tax. He had 
protested the extortion and graft for the 
elements used in sacrifices. He had attacked 
the vested interests of the Sadducees and the 
high priestly family of Annas whose line had 
for years controlled the priesthood. He had 
attacked the selfish nationalism which be
lieved that Jerusalem was for the Jews. He 
was indignant that any should be called a 
“stranger” and barred from any sector of the 
Temple which was “a house of prayer for 
all nations.”

Responses To Jesus’ Authority 21:28-32
In response as te where he got his 

authority Jesus replied, “The baptism of 
John was from what source, from heaven 
or from men?” (v. 25). Jesus had prefaced 
this question by the proposition that if they 
would answer his question about authority, 

he would answer theirs (v. 24). When the 
“authorities” had held a “buzz session”, they 
replied that they did not know. This was 
because they were stuck on the horns of a 
dilemma. If they said it was from heaven, 
he would ask why they had not received it. 
If they said it was from men they feared the 
wrath of the populace who regarded John as 
a prophet. Having stalemated them, Jesus 
presented parables to prove their blindness 
to divine authority, or their unwillingness to 
accept divine authority.

The parable of the two sons (21:28-32) is 
a gem. It was a rapier thrust at the formal, 
legal religion of the Pharisees, and at the 
same time, a spear point to the pretended 
devotion of the Sadducees to the temple. But 
let us not leave this story in the past. There 
are first and second sons among us. The 
second son is a symbol of low profile re
ligion. He may have been sincere. He may 
have intended to obey the request of his 
father. Too frequently this is our case. We 
meant to do it, but we were so engaged in 
pursuit of self-interest and self-indulgence 
that we put it off until a later date. We never 
went. Today was always too soon. The first 
son betokens an awakened sinner who had 
been rebellious and self-willed, and vowed 
that he would take orders from no one. 
But then his conscience tortured him until 
he swallowed his pride and repented. But he 
did not stop at repenting, he went.

Consequences Of Rejection Of Jesus’ 
Authority 21:33-41

This story is an allegorized parable. If we 
assume that Jesus claimed to be Messiah, 
which is assumed here, it poses no problems. 
We then can identify the groups of charac
ters in the story. The vineyard is the nation 
of Israel, the owner of the vineyard is God, 
the messengers are the prophets of the differ
ent ages, and the son is Jesus. Those render
ing the fruits to the owner of the vineyard 
are probably intended to represent the 
church. Matthew has splendidly rewritten 
Isaiah 5:1-5 in this parable. In so doing he 
has touched upon great themes and left 
valuable lessons for us. (1) About God he 
has shown his trust in man by investing him 
with great responsibility, and exercising pa
tience in dealing with man’s refusal to accept 
his messengers. He teaches us that God 
judges, and removes from our hands that 
which he has placed in them when we no 
longer serve his purposes. We have reached 
our lowest when we are no longer useful to 
God. (2) About man we learn that he is 
privileged in being given responsibility, and 
that he is free in the exercise of that respon
sibility, but answerable to God for the way 
in which he does it, which in turn shows us 
the willful sinfulness of man. (3) About Jesus 
we learn that he is not classed simply as a 
prophet, but as a son who willingly sacrificed 
himself in the interest of rebellious, sinful 
people who defied his Father. (4) Finally, we 
learn that the bitter consequence of rejection 
of God’s messengers and Son is total loss of 
any relationship to God.
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Our People and Our Churches . . .
PEOPLE...

Mrs. Avis Windham, wife of James M. 
Windham, former pastor of First Church, 
Maryville, died Feb. 18 after an extended 
illness following a stroke. Funeral services 
were held Feb. 20 at First Church, Silver 
Spring, Maryland, where Windham serves 
as pastor. Interment was at Maryville.

Russell Hughes, deacon and Sunday 
school teacher at First Church, Sevierville, 
died Feb. 10 of a heart attack. A native of 
Nashville, he grew up in Judson Church. 
Funeral services were held Feb. 12 with 
Grant Jones officiating. Survivors are his 
widow, Mary Joyce Temple Hughes; daugh
ter, Amelia Susan (Amy), and son, Matthew 
Russell (Matt) all of Sevierville.

Signal Hills Church, Chattanooga, or
dained Dan Elrod Jr., Calvin Bell, and 
Lamar Hurley as deacons.

Gary Lynn Williams was ordained to the 
gospel ministry at Mt. Zion Church in 
Loudon. The son of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur 
Williams of that city, he is a second-year 
student at Clear Creek School in Pineville, 
KY. Williams is the new pastor of Fairview 
Church, Tazewell.

John Rosier, pastor of Prospect Church, 
Walland, was honored on his anniversary 
with the church. Members showered the 
Rosiers with a variety of gifts, including a 
new set of tires, cash, and kitchen carpet.

Mrs. Celia Terry was honored recently 
during worship services at Whitwell First 
Church. Mrs. Terry celebrated her 102nd 
birthday and is the oldest member of the 
church. She resides with her granddaughter, 
Mrs. Charles Kilgore in Chattanooga. Wil
liam Jackson is pastor at Whitwell First 
Church.

Members of Trenton Street Church, Har
riman, held “Pastor Appreciation Day” hon
oring John L. Shepherd Jr. on his fifth an
niversary with the church. Shepherd came 
to Trenton Street Church from Glen Oakes 
Church in Baton Rouge, LA. Special 
speaker for the day was George Capps, 
director of denominational relations, Edu
cation Commission, Southern Baptist Con
vention. The combined youth and adult 
choirs presented special music at the evening 
service. A reception followed in the church’s 
fellowship hall.

J. Harold Greene and Jack C. Presnell Jr. 
were ordained as deacons at Valley Hills 
Church, Holston Association. Louis Kincaid 
is pastor.

Members of Johnson’s Grove Church,
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LEADERSHIP...
Shellsford Church, McMinnville, has 

called Jerry Adamson of Chattanooga as 
assistant pastor in charge of music and 
youth. He has served as associate pastor 
at Glendale Church, Bowling Green; and 
Second Baptist Church, Madisonville; and 
was pastor of Richardsville Church, Rich- 
ardsville, all in KY. Adamson is a graduate 
of Western Kentucky University. Steve Playl 
is pastor.

Clyde D. Jones resigned as pastor of 
Fairlawn Church, Memphis, to accept a 
position as pastor of East Side Church, Pine 
Bluff, AR. The new pastor at Fairlawn 
Church is David Hollaway, former pastor 
at Fellowship Church.

Beulah Association, honored Roberta De
Myer at a pot luck supper at the church. 
DeMyer has served the church as pianist for 
50 years. She was presented a watch by 
members of the church. Harvey Evans is 
pastor.

East Park Church, Memphis, ordained 
Harry Bogard, Joe Gonyaw, Thomas Greer, 
Phillip Hudson, David Lewis, and Ralph 
Lyles as deacons. The ordination was part 
of the deacon family ministry plan for the 
church. W. Wayne Allen is pastor.

* - ■ 1 1 ■ ■ M ■ I ■ ■ »

Robert Young, long-time member at 
Clark Street Church, Johnson City, was 
ordained a deacon. Dale R. Martin is pastor.

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Scarbrough observed 
their 50th wedding anniversary March 6. 
Members of Piney Church, Big Emory As
sociation, Scarbrough spent 36 years in the 
ministry. He served the following churches: 
Piney, White Oak, Oakdale First, Sunbright 
First, Haleys Grove at Crab Orchard, Big 
Emory, Dyllis, Childs Memorial, and Emory 
Heights at Harriman, and First Church, 
Mayo, FL. He serves presently as clerk for 
Big Emory Association. Mrs. Scarbrough, 
formerly Delta Mayton, raised five children 
and retired from Roane Hosiery with 51 
years of service.

In Gibson County Association, Wendell 
Smith was ordained to the gospel ministry. 
He is serving Rock Hill Church in Beech 
River Association.

Wesley Beavers was licensed to the gos
pel ministry by Southside Church, Gibson 
County Association. He is a student at 
Mid-America Seminary in Memphis.

Bob Swift, pastor at Walnut Grove 
Church, Kenton, moved into the new pas- 
torium. The home was built and almost 
paid for in four months.

Walter Phillips is the new minister of 
music and education at Homestead Church, 
Crossville. A graduate of Belmont College, 
Phillips has worked with churches in Nash
ville, Bristol, and Kingsport. He comes to 
the Crossville position from Chandler, AZ. 
Denominational activities include work as 
student advisor, recreational director, and 
Vacation Bible School leader. William
Stockton is pastor.

Berryville Church, Old Hickory, called 
Robert H. Old as pastor. He comes to the 
position from Charlotte First Church, where 
he has served since Oct. 1975.

Henry Russell, pastor of Immanuel 
Church, Maryville, resigned to accept the 
call as pastor of Immanuel Church of 
Wilmington, Ohio, effective April 4.

S. A. Jones is serving Alpine Church, 
Chattanooga, as interim pastor.

Neal Resue has been called as minister 
of outreach at Avondale Church, Chatta
nooga. James Walker is pastor.

Bill Hartley Jr. resigned as pastor of 
Central Church, Chattanooga, to accept the 
call of the Ridgecrest Church in Birming
ham, AL.

Glenn Ellis resigned as pastor of Falling 
Water Tabernacle in Hixson.

Mount Carmel pastor, David Bromley, 
resigned as pastor. The church is in Signal 
Mountain. Frank Perry is serving as interim 
pastor.

J. D. Pittman has been called as interim 
pastor at Mountain Creek Church, Chatta
nooga. He is a former pastor there.

Members at Parkers Gap Church, Oolte
wah, called Charles Fiorello as pastor. 
He has been serving as interim there for 
several months.

Richard Blalock has been called as pastor 
of Stuart Heights Church, Chattanooga, and 
is already on the field. He comes from 
Sylvania Church, Sylvania, Ohio.

SBC REGISTRATION CARDS 
Registration cards for the Southern 
Baptist Convention, June 15-17, 1976, 
in Norfolk, Virginia, are available at 
the office of Wallace E. Anderson, 
Tennessee Baptist Convention, P.O. 
Box 347, Brentwood, Tennessee, 
37027.
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Deadline Near For Home Mission Board Exhibit 
To Travel 17,000 Miles

Young Women’s

Cates Cates

Final reservations are being accepted by 
the Woman’s Missionary Union of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention for the 1976 
Baptist Young Women’s House Party. The 
sessions will be held March 19-21 at Fair- 
field Glade Retreat Center, according to 
Beulah Peoples, promotion director and 
Baptist Young Women’s director.

A “Missions Marathon,” “Home Missions

Missions Director Resigns, 
Will Return To Pastorate

Phillip E. Rosenbaum resigned as director 
of missions in William Carey Association 
and plans to return to the pastorate.

A graduate of Clear Creek Baptist Bible 
Institute, he came to Middle Tennessee in 
1972. Prior to that time he served churches 
in Kentucky.

Rosenbaum has been called as pastor of 
Southside Church in Shelbyville, and has 
accepted the call.

Members of Southside Church, Dyers
burg, broke ground for a 42 by 100 foot, 
two-story educational building. They plan 
to remodel and enlarge the inside of the 
auditorium also. The cost of both projects 
will be approximately $180,000, according 
to pastor Joe T. Naylor. Building committee 
members and other leadership shown above 
include (left to right) James Willoughby, 
Billy Brewer, Naylor, Paul Stephens, Earl 
Carter, Lamarr Gibson, and William Pierce.

House Party
Spectacular,” missions travelogue, messages, 
singing, and meditations are scheduled to 
be included on the program.

Meditations will be brought at each ses
sion by Mary Jane Nethery, executive sec
retary-treasurer, WMU. Special music will 
be brought by Jenny Estes, a member of 
Crievewood Church in Nashville. Mrs. Estes 
has brought the special music at the House 
Party for the past several years.

Speakers and leaders scheduled are: Mrs. 
Merrel P. Callaway, missionary to Morocco; 
Mrs. Wayne E. Emanuel, missionary to 
Japan; R. Keith Parks, Foreign Mission 
Board; Ruth Ford, emeritus missionary, 
now living in Memphis; and Bill and Linda 
Cates Jr., Home Mission Board.

February 27, 1976 
Dear Editor:

I received the Baptist And Reflector dated Feb. 
26, 1976, on Feb. 25, but I received the copy for 
the previous week dated Feb. 19 on Feb. 26. On 
some occasions I have received two papers on the 
same day.

I have had similar experience with the Religions 
Herald from Richmond, VA.

Thanks for your paper. It is a good publication. 
Respectfully yours, 
C. V. Cochran 
1608—6th Street Ext.
Bristol, TN 37620

February 26, 1976 
Dear Eura:

I feel like I know you.
Congratulations and hooray! Baptist And Re

flector dated today (February 26) arrived today!
Thank you very much. You were very kind to 

keep trying to get the papers delivered on time. 
Sincerely,
Nell Kernsowski
1736 Virginia Avenue
Kingsport, TN 37664

(Editor’s Note: Subscribers, if you are not re
ceiving your Baptist And Reflector on schedule, 
please let us know. It may take a while as it did 
in the above case, but remember that we and the 
postal authorities are trying. Other states are having 
the same problem.)

February 26, 1976 
Dear Editor:

I hate to complain, but I just don’t enjoy my 
Baptist And Reflector as much as I did. It comes 
so late. It has come late all this year, I think, but 
later here lately. I received the one Feb. 12 on 
Friday, Feb. 20. I enjoyed the comments on 
Sunday School Lessons, but when they come 
after you have already had the lesson you don’t 
want to read them. I have always enjoyed Baptist 
And Reflector, and I hope will enjoy it a long 
time to come.
Sincerely,
Mrs. Jack Campbell
Rt. 3, Box 235-A
Kingsport, TN 37664

“Faces of America,” a Home Mission 
Board bicentennial art and photo exhibit will 
come to Tennessee during its 17,000-mile 
trip across the country, according to Dick 
Parlier, HMB coordinating officer.

The exhibit will be on the road for an 
eight-month tour which will include 48 cities 
in 23 states. Two college students, Jim 
Brewer and Joe Godfrey, will drive the van 
load of equipment. To be displayed in 
shopping malls, college campuses, and na
tional parks, “Faces of America” will depict 
Americans playing, working, loving, and 
worshiping.

Tennesseans may view the exhibit in 
Memphis, March 26-28 at the Raleigh 
Springs Mall; at 100 Oaks Shopping Center 
in Nashville, May 4-6; and at Northgate 
Mall in Chattanooga, May 8-9. A tentative 
viewing has been set for the Gatlinburg area 
in July, but no location has been announced.

e Editor

February 27, 1976 
Dear Editor:

GOOD NEWS!
Received Feb. 26 Baptist And Reflector on 

Thursday, Feb. 26 (First time in several weeks have 
received same during current week).
Mrs. Raymond Long Sr.
Rt. 7, Hiwassee Hgts. Dr.
Johnson City, TN 37601

Dear Mrs. Lannom,
I’ve intended to write you before now. We want 

you to send us a subscription to the Baptist And 
Reflector. We miss it and want to continue to 
receive it as we minister here. Thank you for the 
good job you are doing there. We watch with 
great interest the work in Tennessee. Thanks for 
your help.

Enclosed is $3.25. Please give my regards to 
Dr. Norton and all the staff.
Sincerely,
Don Bouldin
Carmel Baptist Church
2101 Carmel Road
Charlotte, NC 28211

Dear Editor:
We have been getting your newspaper about 

three weeks, and I just want to say I enjoy it. 
Many articles have been an inspiration. My hus
band and I are new Christians.

In one of your articles it told how to pray, and 
it was a great help to me.

Thank you for your paper.
Sincerely,
(Mrs.) Marcus Hanks
800 Lewis
Dyersburg, TN 38024

Editor’s Note: Mrs. Hanks is a member of 
Second Baptist Church, where J. W. Vaughan is 
pastor, and the church has Baptist And Reflector 
in its budget.

FOR SALE: 22, 12 foot pews; 2, 14 foot 
pews; 2, 6 foot pulpit chairs; pulpit; com
munion table; 2, 6 foot prayer benches. 
Furniture is solid oak, and is available 
from Miracle Baptist Church, La Vergne, 
TN. Call 615-793-7011 or 615-793-7244.
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Executive Committee Votes 
To Study Seminary Campaign

NASHVILLE—The Southern Baptist 
Convention’s (SBC) Executive Committee, in 
semi-annual session here, approved a study 
to determine the feasibility of a joint fund 
raising campaign for the six SBC theological 
seminaries and recommended record SBC 
Cooperative Program and convention oper
ating budgets for 1976-77.

The 65-person committee also approved a 
fund raising campaign for Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, approved an SBC 
Sunday School Board request for launching 
a magazine for senior adults, and recom
mended St. Louis as the site of the 1980 
SBC meeting, June 10-12.

Among other actions, the committee also 
approved a complex formula for distribution 
of Cooperative Program unified budget 
funds to the six seminaries and recom
mended a change in the SBC constitution 
which would decrease the number of local 
members serving as trustees of SBC boards 
and agencies.

Actions on the budgets, the 1980 SBC site, 
and the proposed constitutional change on 
local members will be among items needing 
final approval by “messengers” to the 1976 
SBC in Norfolk, June 15-17.

The feasibility study would determine the 
need for a joint fund raising campaign by 
the seminaries of up to $30 million, which 
would be divided equally among the semi-

To change or correct 
your address

Attach label from your latest copy 
here and show new address below— 
include zip code. When changing ad
dress please give two weeks notice. 
Please write, do not call address 
changes to insure accuracy.

All correspondence relating 
to your subscription 
should be accompanied by your address 
label. If you are receiving duplicate 
copies please send both labels.
Address all inquiries to:

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR 
Post Office Box 347 

Brentwood, Tennessee 37027

Name .......................................................
please print -

Address ...................................................

City ...........................................;............

State........................ Zip Code................  

narias. The study grew out of an earlier 
request by Owen Cooper of Yazoo City, 
MS, an Executive Committee member and 
former SBC president, that the seminaries 
be allowed to launch a $100 million joint 
campaign.

Any such campaign would not go to 
churches but seek out support from individ
uals, business organizations and foundations.

In September, the Executive Committee 
allowed Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Fort Worth, to launch a $8 mil
lion fund raising campaign in accordance 
with the SBC’s business and financial plan.

$10 Million Campaign Approved 
For Southern

At the February meeting here the commit
tee approved a similar $10 million campaign 
for Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, during the period of January 
1977-January 1, 1980.

Either campaign could be coordinated 
with a nationwide effort but each seminary 
would keep whatever it raised in local cam
paigns and divide the proceeds of any joint 
effort.

The Executive Committee recommended 
a record $55 million Cooperative Program 
budget for 1976-77, which would include 
a $49 million basic operating budget, 
$1,080,000 for capital needs and some 
$4,920,000 in challenge funds.

The proposed budget exceeds the 1975-76 
goal, which calls for a $51 million total 
budget, including a $41 million basic oper
ating budget, $1,080,000 for capital needs 
and the remainder in challenge funds.

A convention operating budget of 
$909,000 was also approved for 1976-77. 
That includes the ahhual budget of the 
Executive Committee, the cost of operating 
the annual SBC meeting, the SBC’s contribu
tion to the Baptist World Alliance and other 
items.

The Sunday School Board won approval 
to launch “Mature Living,” a monthly maga
zine with large type for senior adults, with 
a first-issue target date of April, 1977. A 
spokesman said the board projects a monthly 
circulation of 100,000 by the end of the 
first year of circulation.

The formula for distribution of Coopera
tive Program funds to seminaries grew out 
of an increasing need to devise a manner 
of distribution which would more adequately 
fund the needs of the seminaries.

Subscribe Now To 
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The formula, which includes a number of 
complex factors, was based on a long study 
by SBC leaders and educational consultants 
and was unanimously approved by the six 
seminary presidents.

The basic alteration in the SBC con
stitution’s Article VI on the question of 
local trustees would change the number of 
trustees from “the city or vicinity of the state 
in which the board is located” from 18 to 
12. It would also reduce the number of local 
members from any one church from 5 to 3.

The recommendation grew out of a mo
tion at the 1973 Southern Baptist Conven
tion by Kenneth Barnett, then a messenger 
from Oklahoma, which would have had the 
effect of abolishing local boards altogether 
and seeking wider representation.

Barnett, now pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Springer, NM, attended the hear
ings and told the Executive Committee’s 
administrative subcommittee that he would 
support the revised proposal at the con
vention.

Last year, an Executive Committee rec
ommendation to the convention that the 
figures be reduced from 18 to 16 and 5 to 4 
was referred back for further study.

The 1976 recommendation, in addition to 
lessening the local board members, would 
also lower membership requirements for 
representation in much the same manner as 
the original 1973 motion on the convention 
floor requested.

If approved, boards of trustees would be 
allowed an additional member from each 
state with 250,000 Southern Baptists, instead 
of the current 500,000. Each state would 
also be allowed an additional representative 
for each additional 250,000, as the SBC 
constitution now stipulates.

Another suggested change, for Commis
sions whose trustees are not determined by 
charter requirements, would reduce local 
members from 10 to 8 and representatives 
of the same church from 5 to 2.

The original motion grew out of a feeling 
that SBC boards and agencies need wider 
representation. The latest recommendation 
seeks to incorporate that feeling but not 
abolish local members because of the need 
of agencies to have members close by to 
assist with corporate work that a board made 
up of only distant members would find more 
difficult to accomplish.

In other action, the Executive Committee 
agreed to recommend to the convention in 
Norfolk that the Home Mission Board be 
allowed to change its charter so that its 
church loan division could guarantee loans 
to churches from other lending institutions 
when advisable. The change is in keeping 
with the laws of Georgia, where the Home 
Mission Board was chartered.

The Executive Committee also voted to 
sponsor a Consultation on Program Budget
ing to give SBC agency heads, state execu
tive secretaries and other appropriate per
sonnel more detailed information on the 
nature and value of program budgeting. (BP)
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VOCATIONAL GUIDANCE
• Cancellable Loan Program—On the basis 

of need, students may receive $50.00 per 
month for two semesters. This loan is 
billed five years later. However, if the 
student is in full-time church-related work 
at that time, loan is cancelled and it be-

COLLEGE SENIOR (GEORGIA): I feel 
God is calling me into the preaching min
istry. I am considering going to the semi
nary, but after four years of college this 
will be a financial struggle for me. Can a 
Southern Baptist Seminary help a family 
man during this time of preparation?
ALICE: The six Southern Baptist Semi
naries provide personnel to help students 
sustain themselves and their families during 
years of preparation. Financial assistance 
varies with each seminary, but you will find 
the following programs indicative of the 
many ways seminaries try to ease the 
financial strain:
• Loans—The long-term loans are paid after 

graduation.
• Gifts and scholarships—Designated funds 

awarded to specific students selected by 
the donors.

• Employment on the Campus—Grounds 
maintenance, housekeeping, and library 
services.

• Fellows and Teaching Assistants—Em
ployed by professors to grade papers, 
administer tests, fill in as teachers in an 
emergency, and perform other duties.

• Local Mission Ministries—Work done 
through local churches and missions.

• Seminary Aid Funds—For crisis such as 
death in the family or major medical 
problems.

• Scholarships Awarded by the Seminary— 
Application for these scholarships may be 
obtained from the director of student aid.

• Foreign Student Funds—Awarded to for
eign students endorsed and supported by

*#*#****#+#*##***##*<###<**#<#«**<**#*«

k—church furniture

Pews, Chancel Furniture, Stained 
Glass Windows, mfg. by

^UJin e Lar ger
orp.

Lynchburg, Va.
Member Church Furniture 
Manufacturers Association

For information or free design con
sultation, call or write:

the Foreign Mission Board.
• Funds for National Baptist Convention 

Students—Awarded to students in co
operation with the Home Mission Board.
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1 Egyptian king 
(2Ki. 17:4; poss.)

4 New Zealand vine
7 “If my—hath 

turned” (Job 31)
11 Scrap
12 Seed covering
13 Protagonist
14 American humorist
15 Close eyes by sewing 

lids together
16 Like the Anakim 

(Deut. 2:10; sing.)
17“---------with God” 

(Rom. 5)
20 Inclined
22 A man was sought for 

it (Ezek. 22:30)
23 Concerning

24 It stayed 
(Josh.10:13)

26 Hebrew tribe
29 Taro
30 “and cause my 

people to —”(Jer.23)
31 Biological factor
32Manuscripts: abbr.
33 Guy rope
34 Suffix denoting col

lected items
35 Feminine name
36 “there are priests 

that — gifts” (Heb.8)
37 The just shall 

(Gal. 3:11; 3 words)
42 Fetid
43 Jason’s ship
44The same: abbr. (L.)
47 Frog genus
48 Descendant of Shem 

(Gen. 11:18; poss.)

comes a gift.
• Campus Housing and Day-Care Facilities
• Medical Services at Reduced Rates
• Placement—Assistance in finding jobs in 

churches and in local business firms.

49 Wallaba
50 What Christ did for us 

(Rom. 5:8)
51 Letter
52 Crimson

DOWN

1 God gave His 
(1 John 5:10)

2 Suffix denoting 
place of

3 They must be faithful 
(1 Cor.4:2)

4 Field
5 Russian city
6 “Which things are an 
-”(GaI.4)

7 Animal
8 Place (Jer. 25:23)
9 Medieval Irish fine

10 Metal ball
12 Sooty
18 Worthy of reverence: 

comb, form
19 Kitchen need
20 Thong: Africa
21 Football players
24 “in judgment, in —” 

(Lev.19)
25 Money of account
26 “the----- ” (Luke 7)
27 Girl’s name
28 Close by
31 Talent
33 It was made for man 

(Mark 2:27; abbr.)
35 He prophesied in the 

camp (Num. 11:26)
36 Bonefishes
37 English title
38 The Ahohite 

(iChron. 11:29)
39 Jesus (John 15:5)
40 Unrestrained
41 Disease (Lev. 26:16)
45 Mimic
46 Family member

R. L. (Bob) VERRAN
P.O. Box 313, Madison, TN. 37115 

Phone 615-868-3912
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Today’s Cryptoverse clue: W equals R
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Southwestern Seminary
Sets Budget, Names Faculty

FORT WORTH—The board of trustees 
of Southwestern Baptist Theological Semi
nary here adopted a record budget, elected 
new faculty, and participated in the launch
ing of an $8 million fund drive, during their 
semi-annual meeting.

The 36-member board approved a record 
$5.6 million budget for 1976-77. The pro

jected budget represents a 23 percent in
crease over the current operating budget.

Seminary officials noted the budget is 
based upon projected revenues from four 
sources—61 percent from the Southern 
Baptist Convention’s Cooperative Program, 
14 percent from student fees, 16 percent 
from endowment earnings, and the remain-

ome relive the
exciting, 
unfolding 
drama or 
America.*.
and renew 
your faith in 
the God who 
made her great.
Here, in a lavishly illustrated 

chronicle, is the story of a special kind of 
American—the Christian men and women who made 

our nation what it is today.
Open this large (81/2" x 11"), colorfully illustrated (150 
photographs and drawings) volume, and thrill to the 
courage and influence of your Christian forefathers. It 
will renew your faith in your country . . . and your God.
AMERICA: God Shed His Grace on Thee 
by Robert Flood Cloth $9.95

Order from your Baptist Book Store 
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der from gifts and grants.
In other financial matters the trustees 

approved the employment of a consultant to 
study and make recommendations on the 
structure of faculty and staff salaries.

Trustees also authorized plans to be 
developed for the expansion of married 
student housing. The seminary’s business 
affairs division was authorized to proceed 
with plans and the construction of 48 units 
in the J. Howard Williams memorial student 
village.

During consideration of personnel mat
ters, trustees elected seven persons to the 
teaching faculty, renewed teaching contracts 
on six part-time instructors, and promoted 
seven faculty members.

Among the newly elected faculty were 
A. Joseph King, current minister of music 
at Fort Worth’s University Baptist Church, 
as an associate professor of church music 
education; William Caldwell, church train
ing consultant, Southern Baptist Sunday 
School Board, Nashville, as an associate 
professor of church administration; Bruce 
Corley, pastor, Bethany Baptist Church, 
Breckenridge, TX, as an assistant professor 
of New Testament; and Bobbie E. Adams, 
currently on the faculty of the New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary, as an asso
ciate professor of Christian ethics. James 
Bartley, furloughing Southern Baptist mis
sionary from Montevideo, Uruguay, was 
elected guest professor of missions for 1976- 
77.

Two current instructors promoted to fac
ulty status were Lorin Cranford, as an as
sistant professor of New Testament, and 
Oscar Thompson, as an assistant professor 
of evangelism.

During the two-day meeting trustees par
ticipated in a community-wide kickoff of the 
seminary’s “Eight by Eighty” $8 million 
fund drive. The kickoff dinner, which drew 
over 700 of Fort Worth’s leading business, 
civic and religious leaders, was the beginning 
of a three-month fund drive to raise $2 
million in Fort Worth. It was announced 
that $993,000 had been raised in cash 
and pledges. Included were two grants of 
$200,000 each from the Sid Richardson 
Foundation and the Amon Carter Founda
tion.

The board voted unanimously to express 
appreciation to these foundations as well as 
to the Mabee Foundation of Tulsa, OK, for 
a $250,000 challenge grant. The Mabee 
grant will be paid in August if the seminary 
raises the balance of money needed to con
struct a proposed $1.3 million physical 
fitness center. Seminary officials said that 
approximately $800,000 in cash and pledges 
is in hand, leaving about $250,000 to be 
raised to qualify for the grant.

The Jesse J. Northcutt Lecture Series on 
Preaching and Pastoral Ministries was also 
approved. The series will honor Northcutt, 
vice president for academic affairs, who was 
formerly professor of preaching and who 
has been on the seminary staff since 1939. 
(BP)
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Court To Rule On State 
Aid To Church Colleges

By Stan L. Hastey

WASHINGTON—Attorneys for propo
nents and opponents of state financial aid to 
denominational colleges argued their cases 
before the U.S. Supreme Court here. The 
high court will now decide on the consti
tutionality of such aid before its adjourn
ment in late Spring.

The case in question came to the court 
from Maryland, where a program of direct 
financial aid to all private colleges and 
universities, including sectarian institutions, 
has been in effect since 1971. The disputed 
public funds may be used largely at the 
discretion of college officials.

One important exception imposed by a 
federal district court stipulates that the state 
funds may not be used to pay the salaries of 
professors teaching theology or religion 
courses. The lower court, however, upheld 
the constitutionality of the remainder of the 
Maryland law.

Opponents of the Maryland plan brought 
the case to the Supreme Court on grounds 
that the “no establishment” clause of the 
First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution 
is being violated due to excessive govern
ment entanglement with religion.

In a number of cases during the past 
several years, the high court has said that 
the establishment clause is breached unless 
the law in question (1) has a “secular legis
lative purpose,” (2) does not have the 
“principal or primary effect” of advancing 
or inhibiting religion, and (3) does not foster 
“an excessive governmental entanglement 
with religion.”

Only once before has the Supreme Court 
dealt with the question of the constitution
ality of government funding of private 
colleges and universities. In 1971, a divided 
court held that private schools were free 
to accept federal construction grants under 
the Higher Education Facilities Act of 1963.

That decision, by a 5-4 margin, left the 
court subject to change in the other direction 
by the shift of only one vote. The recent 
retirement of Justice William O. Douglas, 
who staunchly opposed all programs of aid 
to nonpublic schools, may turn out to be a 
key factor in the direction the court takes.

The Baptist Joint Committee on Public 
Affairs here entered the case as a friend of 
the court on behalf of the opponents to the 
Maryland plan, along with a number of 
other organizations belonging to a national 
coalition opposed to public funding of 
nonpublic schools at all levels.

Among those supporting the Maryland 
plan was U.S. Solicitor General Robert H. 
Bork, who submitted a written brief on 
behalf of the federal government.

During the oral arguments, American

Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) attorney 
Lawrence S. Greenwald said that the Mary
land plan fosters excessive entanglement of 
church and state. He argued that the four 
sectarian schools in Maryland receiving the 
aid, all of them Roman Catholic, show 
preference to Catholic priests and sisters in 
hiring policies and provide automatic schol
arship grants to Catholic applicants.

Greenwald also argued that the breadth 
of the Maryland plan, which provides fund
ing for teachers’ salaries and maintenance 
and repair of buildings, violates the prohi
bition against excessive entanglement.

Two attorneys for the state of Maryland 
argued that despite their religious affiliation, 
the four colleges involved are largely secu
lar. They also contended that the schools 
respond to no ecclesiastical authorities, un
like parochial elementary and secondary 
schools.

In addition, they held that there is no 
excessive entanglement when the religious 
and secular purposes of schools are kept 
clearly distinct. (BP)

Perry Assu es Post
In Promotion Section

NASHVILLE—Roy E. Perry, manuscript 
editor in the Sunday School department at 
the Baptist Sunday School Board, since 
1968, has been named copywriter in the 
promotion materials section at the board.

Prior to his board employment, Perry 
served as pastor of Nolensville Church, 
Nolensville; First Church, Huntland; and 
Williams Chapel Church, Springfield.

Perry, a native of Hermitage, received the 
bachelor of arts degree from Belmont Col
lege, and the bachelor of divinity degree 
from Southern Baptist Theological Semi
nary.

Committee On Committees
To Meet April 4 At Brentwood

The Committee on Committees will meet 
at 10 a.m., April 4 at the Executive Board 
Building, Tennessee Baptist Convention, 
Brentwood. Robert D. McCray, Dandridge, 
was named temporary chairman during the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention in Chatta
nooga last November.

The purpose of the meeting is to make 
nominations for members to serve on the 
various committees including committee on 
arrangements, committee on audits, commit
tee on boards, committee on credentials, 
committee on the journal, committee on 
resolutions, and the constitution and bylaws 
committee.

Serving with McCray on the committee on 
committees are Mike G. Davis, Dresden; 
Herschel R. Lindsey, Gibson; James E. Lee, 
Lawrenceburg; Damon Patterson, Corry- 
ton; Harlan F. Reynolds, Lafollette; Melvin 
Faulkner, Erwin; Alvin Gilliand, Jackson; 
Glenn Hester, Clarksville; Kenneth Story, 
Germantown; Joe Mayberry, Huntland; 
Lloyd Bardowell, Madison; William W. 
Cope, Pigeon Forge; Raymond Langlois, 
Nashville; and Dillard West, Covington.

According to Ralph Norton, executive 
secretary-treasurer, TBC, the meeting is 
open to anyone who would like to attend.

BIBLE PUZZLE PAGE 
ANSWERS

“A good name is better than pre
cious ointment” (Eccl. 7:1).
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, March 14,1976

Are You Ready?
By Dr. W. R. White

Baylor University, Waco, Texas

Basic Passage: Matthew 24:42-25:13
Focal Passages: Matthew 24:42-44; 25:1-13

too late. They were shut out—not in with 
the wedding party.

They had sought to get the wise virgins 
to share their oil with them. Many things 
we can share but each must make his own 
preparation. Even wise parents cannot act 
for us in preparing to meet God.

It does not matter when the door shuts 
if we are shut in and not outside. Con
tinuing expectancy restrains and constrains. 
It is both purifying and creative.

Many people are not ready to live. They 
are merely existing. They are not ready to 
live meaningfully. They are ready to live 
like pagans but not ready to live like com
plete human beings. The higher dimensions 
of life are either dormant or dead.

Many are not ready to die. They know 
that it is inevitable and could come any 
minute but refuse to take it seriously. They 
prepare for other less drastic eventualities 
but refuse to confront the reality and un
certainty associated with death. We should 
not be morbid about it. We are to be merely 
realistic and sensible about it.

So few are ready for the coming of Christ. 
The imminent coming of Christ behooves 
us to be sure of our foundation and faithful
ness. Christ’s blood and righteousness con
stitute our only hope of salvation or our 
foundation. If we are to be happy and not 
astonished at His coming we must be alertly 
faithful. Are you ready?

WATCHFULNESS URGED—Matthew 
24:42-44

The hour or even the moment of Christ’s 
coming again is not known to us. Therefore, 
constant alertness is to be our attitude.

Christ refers to the practical precaution 
men of this world take as to the stealthy 
advent of thieves who tear up and steal.

Why can we not be just as realistic about 
the glorious coming of Christ? The way to 
avoid an embarrassing surprise is to be 
ready all the time.

WISDOM OF THOROUGH PREPARA
TION—Matthew 25:1-13

Jesus took a well-known situation, as the 
marriage customs, and used a parable de
velopment to illustrate the wise and foolish 
reaction to His imminent coming to earth 
again.

Five wise virgins made thorough and 
complete preparation for the coming of the 
bridegroom. They did not know just when. 
They not only took their lamps in good 
order; they took an adequate supply of extra 
oil.

They had to wait for the groom longer 
than anticipated. They fell asleep and were 
awakened at the announcement that the 
groom had arrived. They went in promptly 
in proper order. The door was then shut but 
all was well because they were shut in with 
the bridegroom and bride and ready for the 
wedding.

There were five foolish virgins who went 
out with their lamps in order but with no 
extra oil. They were caught and were not 
ready for the big occasion when the bride
groom arrived. Their belated knock was

ATS Reaffirms New Orleans 
Seminary Accreditation

NEW ORLEANS—The Association of 
Theological Schools in the United States and 
Canada has voted to “reaffirm the institu
tional accreditation of the New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary for the next 
10 years,” a seminary spokesman said.

Every 10 years regional accrediting agen
cies (the Southern Association of Colleges 
and Schools in the case of New Orleans 
Seminary) and the Association of Theologi
cal Schools require self-study and reapplica
tion for accreditation.

The Southern Association issued a similar 
10-year renewal of accreditation for all pro
grams of New Orleans Seminary last De
cember, the spokesman said.

The same procedure is followed by all 
accredited schools, including the other five 
theological seminaries owned and operated 
by the Southern Baptist Convention. (BP)

For Sale New and Used Church Buses
POST and Co.

617 24th Street-Knoxville, Tenn. 37921
We paint and letter your bus your color
CALL COLLECT—615-523-2102

\Ne have a church music specialist avail
able to any church without charge.

Our products are ledgers

rgan, <Jiammond and jine pianos.

ROY WARDEN PIANO & ORGAN CO. 
162 8th AVENUE NORTH 
NASHVILLE, TENN. 37203 
Phone (615) 244-3596
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On Matters of Irom. the

Family Living
By Dr. B. David Edens, 

Director, Marriage and Family Program 
Stephens College—Columbia, Missouri 65201

Fast Turnover Of Friends 
Part Of Growing Up

Most young children switch partners so 
frequently that yesterday’s friend is tomor- 

, row’s stranger. Although the shifting social 
scene may cause parents to fear that their 
child lacks the capacity for lasting friend
ship, it is a normal, even necessary, part of 
youngsters’ discovery of themselves as indi
viduals, concludes Myron Brenton.

“Early childhood friendships can be con
sidered experiments. They give youngsters 
the chance to test themselves against a va
riety of personalities—to ‘borrow’ these per
sonalities for a short while to see how they 
feel,” the writer explains in the new Public 
Affairs Pamphlet, Playmates: The Impor
tance of Childhood Friendships. Copying 
each new friend’s mannerisms and attitudes 
is part of the try-on and often trying to 
parents.

Not until the age of eight or so are most 
kids ready for longer, more deeply rooted 
relationships. Even then, friends will come 
and go as growth brings changes in the 
children involved. The partings will be less 
frequent than in earlier years, and may be 
accompanied by considerable pain.

Parents have been warned so often not to 
interfere with chilldren’s choice of friends 
that there is danger that they may go to the 
other extreme and carry a policy of neu
trality too far for their child’s own good, 
Brenton suggests.

Three situations, in particular, may re
quire firm adult intervention in a friendship:

— If the youngsters are engaged in dis
turbing or compulsive sex play.

— If one of the friends tends toward 
violence.

— If the friends tend to engage in law
less behavior when together.

Instead of routinely blaming the other 
child’s bad influence in such unhealthy 
alliances, parents must ask themselves why 
their child is choosing a companion who 
seems to bring out the worst in him or her. 
“What need does that friend satisfy?” The 
answer is vital to their own youngster’s 
emotional health.

1 *
In any event, the rewards and agonies of 

childhood friendships help youngsters “to 
understand something about the reciprocal 
nature of human relationships,” reminds 
Brenton. “Children constantly ‘use’ their 
friends and mostly in very constructive 
ways: to accept themselves, to live in the 

, world with others—and to love.”
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HISTORICALLY

FROM THE FILES

50 YEARS AGO
H. A. Todd, for several years the 

faithful and efficient pastor of the 
church at Trenton, assumed his duties 
as shepherd of the church at Athens.

Secretary W. D. Hudgins of the 
Educational Department of the State 
Mission Board, suffered an attack of 
influenza while he was engaged in a 
Bible Institute at Rogersville. He was 
compelled to leave for home in order 
to recover.

20 YEARS AGO
Warren F. Jones, president of Union 

University, presented the Founder’s 
Day address at Belmont College. He 
spoke on “The Mission of the Chris
tian College in Our Times.”

Jacksboro First Church celebrated 
its 90th anniversary in special services. 
Speakers were Deaver M. Lawton, 
missionary to Thailand, associational 
missionary John Brown, and several 
pastors. C. H. Robinson was pastor.

10 YEARS AGO
An attitude and opinion survey 

among a group of Southern Baptists 
was authorized in an effort to deter
mine sentiment toward the possibility 
of changing the name of the SBC. The 
Executive Committee of the conven
tion authorized the poll, which was to 
be conducted by Research and Statis
tics of the Sunday School Board.

NOTICE!
Photographs submitted for use in 

“Baptist And Reflector” must be black 
and white glossy prints. We cannot 
use color. No pictures are returned 
unless a self-addressed stamped enve
lope is sent with the picture. This is 
due to the increase in postal rates.

Executive Secretary

By Ralph Norton

Capitalizing on a rare five-Sunday Febru
ary with the theme FIVE FABULOUS 
SUNDAYS, Sunday schools across our state 

have soared to record at
tendances. The emphasis 
placed on this slogan, 
along with some unusu
ally beautiful weekends, 
resulted in a new en
thusiasm for outreach as 
goals were reached or ex
ceeded. Flu epidemics in 
some areas had a notice
able effect, but failed to 
dampen the enthusiasm 
for the total program. As 
I visit in churches each

week and share some of this excitement, I 
am convinced that the year has gotten off to 
an excellent start.

Norton

A typical example of a church which has 
responded well to a dynamic program of 
outreach is the Immanuel Baptist Church of 
Lebanon. Under the leadership of its able 
pastor, Rev. Donald Owens, this church 
has been involved in three building pro
grams during his thirteen years there. Pro
viding space for the ever-increasing at
tendance has been a constant challenge and 
led to the construction of a beautiful and 
spacious activities building which was dedi
cated on February 29. A testimony to the 
spirit of the people of Immanuel was 
Brother Owens’ statement that “the people 
did it.” Our congratulations go to both 
pastor and congregation for their continued 
program of outreach and ministry.

The month of March finds many churches 
with programs for mission activities and 
plans for spring revivals. These are busy 
days for all of us and the responsibilities we 
share are strategic to the work of Tennessee 
Baptists, whether that work be in our indi
vidual churches or on a state-wide level. 
Here in Brentwood your convention com
mittees are constantly meeting in an effort 
to fulfill their tasks as your representatives. 
We will appreciate your prayer support for 
us and want you to know of our concern 
for the program of each of our churches.

Write for free 
color brochure.

A/C 214 657-6524 Box 931 Henderson, Texas 75652
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Record Relief Funds Total
$1.67 Million In

RICHMOND—In 1975, Southern Bap
tists gave $1.67 million to world relief 
through their Foreign Mission Board. Of 
that total, almost $1.4 million has been 
appropriated, including $145,000 so far in 
1976.

The balance is available for emergency 
use in response to times of crisis or natural 
disasters such as Guatemala’s recent earth
quake. These funds enabled the board to 
send money, now totaling $100,000, im
mediately to Guatemala rather than having 
to await money given for the disaster, ac
cording to Baker J. Cauthen, the board’s 
executive secretary.

“In the administration of relief,” Cauthen 
said, “we do well to have in hand at all 
times funds which can be called upon with
out delay. It is our purpose to administer 
these funds wisely so that immediate as
sistance can be given to suffering whenever 
it occurs and response can be immediate to 
disasters when they strike unexpectedly.”

The 1975 appropriations went to 19 differ
ent countries and included purchases of 
food, seed, medical supplies, clothing and 
tools; funding of water wells and irrigation 
projects; construction of homes and re
building of churches.

The country receiving the largest amount 
of aid was Bangladesh, which received 
$729,194. In the wake of a devastating flood 
in 1974, missionaries sought to help some of 
the more than 15 million persons left home
less and hungry.

Included were irrigation and farming proj
ects to help Bengali families provide for the 
present and the future, food-for-work pro
grams, the distribution of fish and ducks to 
provide a high protein diet, and construction 
of small sturdy homes that will not be 
washed away.

Relief Money Distributed
Relief work with war refugees and victims 

received the next largest appropriation. 
Vietnam received $165,000 and Thailand 
received $39,000 for use with Vietnam and 
Laotian refugees. Angola, split three ways 
by civil war, received $110,000 and Angolan 
refugees in Portugal received $20,000. Mis
sionaries had to leave Vietnam, Laos, An
gola and Mozambique during the course of 
1975. Lebanon received $30,000 to aid vic
tims of the civil war there.

In circumstances where missionaries could 
not complete relief plans, relief dollars 
appropriated were returned to the board’s 
reserve for relief.

Africa continued to suffer through drought 
in some areas and floods in other parts of 
the continent.

Nations in both West and East Africa 
experienced continued droughts and short
ages of water. Upper Volta, Benin (Da
homey), Kenya and Rhodesia received aid

1975
for well-digging and drought relief. Uganda 
received money for vitamins, food supple
ments, salt, fertilizer and trees.

Botswana received an appropriation for 
permanent flood relief equipment. In Ethi
opia, a dam, irrigation system and well were 
provided.

Recife, Brazil, received $57,000 for flood
relief, and Korea received an appropriation 
for the permanent flood relief fund main
tained by missionaries.

Hurricane relief work in Honduras, begun
in 1974 with appropriations of $40,Kia was
completed in 1975 with an additional 
$10,000. Earthquake relief work was done
in Turkey.

Other relief work included better breeding 
goats for the Philippines and aid to victims 
of a bus wreck in Dominica.

Money for Southern Baptist foreign mis
sions comes from individuals and churches, 
primarily through the denomination’s Co
operative Program unified budget and the 
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering. In addition, 
gifts earmarked for world relief continue to 
increase. All gifts designated for world relief 
are used on mission fields for that purpose, 
board officials stressed. The Foreign Mission 
Board will provide information about the 
use of relief funds in a special pamphlet, 
“The World Is In Trouble: Southern Baptist 
Response,” a spokesman said. (BP)

Union University Trustees 
Approve Record Budget

The board of trustees of Union University 
held their annual spring meeting Feb. 27 
and adopted a record $3.3 million budget 
for the 1976-77 academic year.

The new budget which goes into effect 
June 1, is a seven and one half percent 
increase over the current year’s budget, 
which is approximately $3.1 million.

Union president Robert E. Craig reported 
on the progress of the school’s various 
programs and emphasized an almost 10 
percent increase in spring enrollment. Spring 
enrollment is 922 students.

The trustees not only adopted the largest 
budget in the 150-year history of the school 
but also approved academic personnel for 
next year, heard long-range planning com
mittee reports, and selected two West Ten
nessee personnel to receive honorary doc
torates in the annual commencement exer
cises.

Named to receive doctor of divinity 
degrees May 29, were H. K. Sorrell, pastor, 
Brownsville Church, Brownsville, and Teddy 
Evans, retired associational missionary for 
Big Hatchie Baptist Association.

Insurance benefits were also increased for 
college employees by the trustees and plans 
for the sewage and road work for the 
planned married student and Greek fra-

Goal Of Involving
Inactive Members Studied

Representatives from 15 state Baptist 
conventions attended a recent Covenant 
Fellowship Seminar in Nashville to study 
ways of reinvolving inactive 
church members in church or
ganizations.

According to figures compiled 
by the Church Training Depart
ment of the Baptist Sunday 
School Board, at least 30 per
cent of resident church members 
could be classified as inactive. 
The goal of Covenant Fellow
ship is to regain these members 
back into active fellowship in the 
church.

Persons attending included 
directors of associational mis
sions, state church training sec
retaries and associates, pastors, 
and ministers of education.

“The Covenant Fellowship 
Emphasis provides guidance and 
training for enlisting inactive 
resident church members,” ac
cording to Philip B. Harris, sec
retary of the board’s Church 
Training Department. A guide
book was used by the group.

Persons at the seminar learned 
of various ways to prepare 
church leaders to conduct the 
Covenant Fellowship Emphasis 
with local congregations attempting to re
involve disinterested, missing, inactive and 
drop-out resident church members in church 
activities.

Attending the seminar from Tennessee 
were: Norman Willie, minister of education, 
Brainerd Church, Chattanooga; Paul Peak, 
minister of education, Murfreesboro; David 
Moore, pastor, Lincoya Church, Nashville; 
and Johnnie Hall, Don Mauldin, Mary 
Allen, and Helen Kennedy from the Church 
Training Dept., TBC.

Dale Named Supervisor
Of New Board Section

Robert D. Dale, pastoral ministries con
sultant at the Baptist Sunday School Board 
the past three years, has been named super
visor of the newly established career guid
ance section in the board’s Church Admin
istration Dept.

Prior to his employment at the board he 
served pastorates in Kansas, Missouri, Okla
homa, and Texas. A native of Missouri, he 
earned the doctor of philosophy degree from 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary 
with earlier graduations from Southwest 
Baptist College and Oklahoma Baptist Uni
versity.

ternity housing areas were approved.
Trustees received the report that the col

lege’s Advancement Program Victory Effort, 
which had a goal of $1 million, had been 
reached.
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