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F. M. Dowell Honored At Pastors’ Retreat
By Eura Lannom

More than 300 pastors, missionaries and others registered for the 20th 
annual Pastors’ Retreat held at Camp Carson Aug. 30-Sept. 3. The 
retreat is sponsored by the Evangelism department, F. M. Dowell, 
director.

Harper Shannon, pastor of Huffman Church, Birmingham, Ala., taught 
the Book of Romans which is the January Bible study book. He used the
morning and evening services along with 
Vance Havner who was the preacher for the 
week.

Havner, author and evangelist of Greens
boro, N.C., emphasized revival among 
Christians and stressed that it must precede 
revival to produce effective evangelism. He 
challenged the pastors to let revival begin 
with them. Havner shared experiences, 
quips, and poetry as he preached from vari
ous texts of the Bible.

Jim Lindsay, who has attended each of the 
20 Pastors’ Retreats, presented the Dowells 
with a silver tray from the group. Lindsay is 
pastor of Immanuel Church, Elizabethton.

Tuesday night the group honored Dowell 
with a “This Is Your Life” program under 
the direction of Joe Nickell, pastor of First 
Church, Crossville, and William J. Powell, 
pastor of First Church, Monterey.

Representing the six churches Dowell 
served as pastor before coming to the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention were Mrs. Emma 
Harrell Henry, Bishopville Church, near 
Knoxville; Mr. and Mrs. C. E. Stephens, 
Sparta Church, now of Tullahoma; J. S. 
Brown, Monterey First Church; Mr. and 
Mrs. Harold Gregory, First Church, Madi
son; Mrs. B. D. Hilliard and Jene Hilliard, 
First Church, Cleveland; and Dr. and Mrs. 
John McKenzie, First Church, Athens.

Mary Jones, daughter of Rev. and Mrs. 
Grant Jones of Sevierville, represented the 
youth who have attended the Youth Evan
gelism Conferences.

Following the program Jim Lindsay, 
pastor of Immanuel Church, Elizabethton, 
presented the Dowells with an engraved 
silver tray from the pastors attending the 
retreat.

Archie King, pastor of Southeast Church, 
Murfreesboro asked the Dowells to stand 
and on behalf of the Pastors’ Retreat, 
Evangelism Conference, Youth Evangelism 
Conference and friends told Dowell there 
was money for the difference between his 
present car and a Chrysler New Yorker.

Also from the same group was a trip to 
the Holy Land for the Dowells and Nelle 
Elder, secretarial assistant in the Evangelism 
department who came with Dowell when he 
became head of the department 20 years 
ago.

Ralph Norton, executive secretary-trea-

Nelle Elder, secretarial assistant and Betty 
Miles, stenographer in the Evangelism de
partment register the more than 300 at

tendants.

surer, Tennessee Baptist Convention, who 
was featured on the morning and evening 
programs with Shannon and Havner, pre
sented a Book of Letters from friends in 
Tennessee and out of state to Dowell.

At the close of the Wednesday night 
session a reception was held in the camp 
dining hall.

A. A. Carlton, retired pastor who serves 
as minister to adults at First Church, 
Lenoir City, led the singing. Carlton has 
served in this position for the Pastors’ 
Retreat each of the 20 years. Bill J. Ed
monds, pastor of Trinity Church, Knoxville, 
was in charge of the afternoon recreation.

Serving on the gift committee were King, 
chairman; Carlton, Kenneth Sparkman, 
director of missions, Gibson Association,

Chow time at the Pastors’ Retreat.

Trenton; Edmonds, W. L. Swafford, pastor 
of First Church, Elizabethton; Howard S. 
Kolb, pastor of Audubon Park Church, 
Memphis, and Powell.

Norton told the pastors on Monday that 
they were there to worship together, to find 
strength and comfort, feel strength of fel
lowship and relax. He said, “It is a time 
to strengthen, stimulate, advance our own 
commitment to the cause of Christ, and to 
have a deeper commitment of the ministry 
of God.”

Don Campbell, minister of music at First 
Church, Sevierville served as pianist.

Grace Dowell, sister, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert Shipley, cousins, all of Knoxville, 
were present for the program on Wednesday 
night.



A Glorious Affirmation
By Herschel H. Hobbs

“But now is Christ risen from the dead, 
and become the firstfruits of them that 
slept.”—I Corinthians 15:20

From his long descent into the depths of 
despair (w. 12-19), Paul turns about to face 
the sunrise of the certainty of Christ’s resur
rection and what it means for His people. 
The verb “become” is not in the best Greek 
texts. “But now is Christ risen out of the 
realm of the dead, firstfruits of the ones ly
ing in the cemetery.” The Greek verb for 
“slept” (kekoimenon) is the word whence 
comes “cemetery.”

“Now” comes first in the sentence, fol
lowed by the adversative “but.” This con
trasts Paul’s affirmation with the deductions 
coming from a denial of the resurrection.

“Firstfruits” is a figure drawn from Jewish 
religious life. Shortly after the passover the 
first heads of grain to ripen were plucked, 
and offered to God as an offering of the first- 
fruits looking toward the general grain har
vest which came several weeks later—about
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the time of Pentecost. This was the feast of 
the grain harvest.

Paul sees Jesus’ resurrection as the first- 
fruits out of the realm of the dead, which 
looks toward the general harvest of the final 
resurrection at the Lord’s return (v. 23). 
Thus as the denial of the resurrection is not 
simply an academic matter, so the affirma
tion of it is more than academic. It is the 
blessed assurance of our resurrection when 
Jesus comes again.

Because Jesus lives on after death, so 
shall we. Jesus says, “Because I live, ye 
shall live also” (John 14:19). Or “Because I 
keep on living, also ye shall keep on living.”

By Jim Griffith

Physicians at New York’s Metro
politan Hospital removed more than 
300 coins from {he stomach of a 
38-year-old man after x-rays showed 
he had swallowed quarters, dimes, 
nickels, and pennies.

Considering all of the coins this 
walking “piggy bank” has swallowed, 
it could be said that here is one U. S. 
citizen who has thoroughly digested 
the motto, “In God We Trust.” %

Doctors and surgeons who attended 
him reported no internal damage— 
but they were reluctant to give the 
usual advice and say that what he 
needed was a little change.

Still, even as careful as he has 
been to make regular deposits, it 
must be conceded that meeting the 
high inflation rate of today will be 
more than he can stomach.

Of course, no one knows exactly 
what his purpose is—he may be sav
ing for a rainy day—but you have to 
admit that he is one man who puts 
his money where his mouth is.

Devotional

Comfort For The 
Christian
By Mrs. James Bell

As a pastor’s wife, I’ve learned to brace 
myself for those counseling sessions which 
begin, “Nobody knows what I’m going 
through” and for the barrage of bitterness 
and self-pity which is likely to follow. Try 
as I may to sympathize and empathize with 
the troubled sister, I can only agree that 
I will truly never really know her heartache. 
Solomon was right when he wrote, “the 
heart knoweth his own bitterness” (Proverbs 
14:10).

The psychologist may say that it is both 
healthful and helpful for one to tell others 
about his problems, to “get them off his 
chest.” But even if the rehearsal of a prob
lem is a legitimate cry for help rather than 
a solicitation for pity, how much good does 
it do to share a problem with someone who 
could never completely understand or have 
the solution in his power? Why not take it 
to the “Man of sorrows, the One acquainted 
with grief,” Who alone can understand the 
heartache of our innermost being? Why not 
take our trouble to the One who longs to 
“heal the broken in heart, and bind up their 
wounds” (Psalm 147:3) in a way in which 
no human comforter can begin to heal. 
When we find ourselves between the pro
verbial rock and the hard place, why not 
rejoice in the fact that God is allowing us 
to be in situations which are too much for 
us to handle in order to teach us that no 
situation is too hard for Him to handle?

Because “man is bom unto trouble” 
(Job 5:7), it is safe to assume that each 
reader is presently experiencing some type 
of heartache or difficulty in life. To whom 
do you turn for comfort? “Blessed be God, 
even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Father of mercies, and the God of all 
comfort; Who comfortelh us in all our tribu
lation.” (II Cor. 1:3-4)

Mrs. Bell serves as director of WMV for Bledsoe 
Association and also vice president of Central 
Region. She is the wife of James W. Bell, pastor of 
Southside Church, Gallatin.
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Hobbs Retires From ‘The Baptist Hour’
FORT WORTH—Herschel H. Hobbs, the 

man who—through “The Baptist Hour”— 
has preached to more people than any 
other Southern Baptist pastor, has asked 
to be relieved of his duties on the long- 
running radio program heard on 394 sta
tions in the U. S. and around the world.

His final sermon on the program, a modi
fied worship service produced and syndicated 
by the Southern Baptist Radio and Tele
vision Commission, will be preached on 
Sept. 26, about one month short of his 69th 
birthday.

Hobbs, who has preached more than 700 
“Baptist Hour” sermons, described his work 
as “a privilege beyond description. It has 
also been a tremendous responsibility. And 
it has been a labor of love. I have neither 
received nor desired a salary for this assign
ment for my denomination and my Lord.”

During the 18 years he has been record
ing sermons for “The Baptist Hour,” the 
now retired pastor and former Southern 
Baptist Convention president has never had 
to postpone a recording session due to voice 
trouble. A heart attack more than five years 
ago slowed him briefly but didn’t really stop 
him. Instead of his flying to Fort Worth 
to record, a Radio-TV Commission engineer 
moved equipment to Oklahoma City to re
cord him there.

Believes In Preparation
“A denomination is fortunate to produce 

a man like Herschel Hobbs at least once in 
every generation. Dr. Hobbs comes from 
the school of ministers who believes in the 
excellence of preparation,” said Paul M. 
Stevens, commission president, in express
ing regret at Hobbs’ decision to step down.

“He established himself as a pastor whose 
ministry was ‘textbook’ in its classical appli
cation and he applied himself to the life of 
the denomination—that is, to its growth and 
expansion throughout the world,” Stevens 
said.

“He is a man who has paid his dues in 
all areas of the Christian ministry and, as 
such, he made a superb contribution through 
‘The Baptist Hour’.”

Stevens said the Radio and Television 
Commission will “continue to use ‘The Bap
tist Hour’ as a great evangelical instrument 
in broadcasting and to select men with pas
toral experience to reach the people of 
America and the world.” He said Frank 
Pollard, pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Jackson, Miss., will preach on the program 
in October, November and December.

Hobbs became “Baptist Hour” speaker 
after he—and about 50 other Southern Bap
tist pastors—submitted taped sermons to the 
Commission’s trustees. The trustees listened 
to the sermons, identified only by a number,

Dr. Herschel H. Hobbs, for 18 years 
speaker on “The Baptist Hour,” produced 
by the Southern Baptist Radio and Televi
sion Commission, is relinquishing his duties. 
He will preach his last sermon on the Bap
tist radio program Sept. 26.

—Radio-TV Commission Photo by Rachel Colvin

selected Hobbs, then looked for the name 
of the winner.

Almost Missed The Opportunity
“I started not to record the sermon when 

Paul (Stevens) originally asked me to sub
mit it,” Hobbs said later. “He didn’t say 
what he wanted with it. I figured since he 
was in Louisville that he was probably 

Baptist And Reflector Testimony
By Robert Mizell 

Director of Missions 
New Duck River Baptist Association

My first recollection of the Baptist And Reflector was when I was a junior boy 
in the Temple Baptist Church in Memphis.

My father and mother and sisters and brothers were active in the life of the 
church.

My father was an active deacon in the church and often questions would 
arise about the church and certain Bible doctrines. The Baptist And Reflector 
helped to serve as a guide to keep our family in the main stream of Biblical truths.

Even while I was away in college and in the army, my mother would send me 
copies of the Baptist And Reflector. I remember the articles by Russell Bradley 
Jones on different subjects of the Bible.

After a stay in the army I returned to Union University where I continued my 
study for the ministry. While at Union I worked as youth director at Calvary 
Baptist Church in Jackson. The Baptist And Reflector was still a major help in 
guiding my Biblical understanding.

Later as a student pastor and in my various pastorates I have enjoyed the 
inspiration and information of our great state Baptist paper.

Now as director of missions I still look forward to the Baptist And Reflector 
that usually arrives each Thursday at my post office box.

I thank God for a Baptist paper as helpful and informative as our Baptist And 
Reflector.

teaching a course in radio preaching at the 
seminary and wanted an example of how 
not to do it. I’ve often shuddered, thinking 
of the opportunity for service I would have 
missed.”

Because he had to write out the “Baptist 
Hour” sermons to time them, Hobbs was 
forced to give up 18 of the 36 holes of golf 
he played weekly. “When I became presi
dent of the Southern Baptist Convention (in 
1962) I gave up the other 18,” he once said.

Hobbs said the hardest lesson in radio 
preaching was learning to visualize the peo
ple to whom he was preaching, and to re
member that it was a one-to-one basis as 
far as the listener was concerned.

He learned to visualize listeners by read
ing some of the Commission’s letters from 
them. “I’d read those letters until I began 
mentally to see and feel the needs of the 
writers. Then I’d preach with them in mind.”

One of the letters Hobbs received was 
from a young woman who thanked him for 
saving her life.

“She had checked into a hotel room and 
was prepared to turn on the gas when I 
asked, on the radio, a hook question, want
ing to know how things were going,” Hobbs 
recalled. “I had said, ‘Why don’t we talk 
about it?’ She listened to the sermon and 
didn’t turn the gas on.”

Hobbs also received numerous letters 
from missionaries telling him they used 
“The Baptist Hour” sermons to teach Eng
lish. Many other missionaries, away from 
their own church fellowships, considered 
him their special pastor. (BP)
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Our eNew Responsibility
Suddenly most of the nation and much of the world is ask

ing the question, “Who are these people called Southern 
Baptists, anyhow?” This gives us a marvelous opportunity to 
give a good testimony for our Lord. We should make the most 
of it

This question seems in the main to be asked in perfect 
sincerity. We should be prepared to answer it. And each one 
of us in all times and all places should have a manner of life 
worthy of the name Christian and the designation Southern 
Baptist.

Southern Baptists were at one time a fellowship of Baptist 
people who lived in the states of the old South and the South
west. But that day has long passed. Now we are in all 50 states 
of the nation—and we hope eventually for our churches to be 
in every city, town and countryside. Southern Baptists split 
off from the other Baptists of America in the period of contro
versy which preceded the Civil War (1845), and not at the 
time of the war as many mistakingly believe. We have for 
the most part maintained cordial relationships with other Bap
tists in the country, and there are a wide variety of them, but 
there are no organic ties with other Baptist groups although 
some individual churches in border states and the District of 
Columbia, as some Negro churches, are dually aligned with 
the SBC and their own conventions. We have also avoided s 
entanglement with other denominations. We have always been 
both urban and rural—and our churches have appealed to all 
classes, the poor, the rich, and, of course, the great middle 
class of Americans. We are the largest group of evangelical 
Christians in the United States. (Some people mistakingly refer 
to us as the largest “Protestant denomination” in America, and 
although we accept the designation in good grace it is techni
cally in error. The word “Protestant” is properly used to desig
nate religious groups which “protested” the teachings of the

Roman Catholic Church at the time of the Reformation and 
grew out of the Catholic Church, such as the Lutherans, 
Episcopalians, Presbyterians, Reformed Church, etc.)

The hallmarks of Southern Baptists are firm belief in the 
Bible as the inspired Word of God adequate and authoritative 
for both individuals and churches in faith and practice, and 
a strong emphasis on freedom for both individuals and 
churches. This does not mean you can believe anything you 
want to and really be a Southern Baptist and no one should 
ever be a member of one of our churches who does not share 
our basic beliefs. With other Christians we share belief in 
the Fatherhood of God, the fact of the Trinity, the presence 
of the Holy Spirit, prayer, the virgin birth of Christ, his sin
less life, his atoning death, his miraculous resurrection, his 
saving power. We differ from many other Christians in our 
insistence that immersion of believers is the only true form 
of baptism, the Lord’s Supper is symbolic in its significance, 
the clergy is not separate from the laity, there should be 
complete separation of church and state with religious liberty 
for all men, each church should be absolutely autonomous. 
The Southern Baptist Convention, the state conventions and 
the associations (often but not always grouped by counties) 
exist only to help the individual churches carry out their 
missionary, evangelistic, educational and benevolent work— 
things which one church by itself could not do but which 
several churches working together can accomplish—such as 
operate an orphanage or a university, etc.

In the main we are a simple, common, humble folk, firm 
in our own beliefs but with a kindly spirit toward all other 
Christian people and with a sincere desire that every unsaved 
man, woman and child on the face of the earth should come 
to know the Lord Jesus Christ as his Savior and Lord.

Now we have an opportunity to give a good testimony. 
Let’s do it!—Jack L. Gritz, editor, The Baptist Messenger.

Old ‘Receipt Received
Baptist And Reflector has received a copy of a 123-year-old 

receipt for a subscription to the paper which at that time was 
called TENNESSEE BAPTIST. The receipt was written April 
30, 1853, by A. B. Shankland of Nashville to Mr. Tafford 
French of Greenvale, Tenn. The price of the paper then was 
$2 a year. J. R. Graves was editor and Shankland, a deacon, 
assisted Graves in publishing the paper.

It was sent to Baptist And Reflector by Miss Gladys French 
who found it in her great grandfather’s Bible. Copyright date 
of French’s Bible is 1828.
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Miss French showed the receipt to Carl Ogle, associational 
missionary of Jefferson County Baptist Association, who sug
gested that she send it to the paper. Baptist And Reflector staff 
was delighted to see the receipt.

It is always good to receive old copies of Baptist And 
Reflector or one of its forerunners. Subscribers, you may have 
such items, but are not aware of it. When throwing away 
magazines and items of yesteryears found in the attic or else
where, check carefully what you are tossing away. Many items 
are of historic interest.

Baptist And Reflector



Colorado Flood Victims Report Financial Needs

LOVELAND, Colo.—Praying came easy, 
said Bill Grilling, after a 19-foot wall of 
water burst through his front door and left 
him clinging to the day-bed floating in his 
living room.

As the water level rose, “I could see I was 
getting closer to the ceiling,” recounted Grif- 
fing. “I was just wondering if I was going 
to be pushed against the ceiling and the air 
would be shut off.”

Griffing was one of thousands caught by 
the churning waters of the flash flood which 
ripped through Colorado’s Big Thompson 
Canyon near Denver late July 31.

“It was easy to pray,” said the elderly 
man.

“I never did ask for my life to be spared. 
I prayed the publican’s prayer: ‘God be 
merciful to me a sinner.’ ‘Save my soul for 
Christ’s sake’.”

In the wake of the flood, bodies of more 
than 130 dead—campers, tourists, residents 
—have been recovered.

A rescue team dug Grilling out of thigh- 
high silt which trapped him in his home 
after the flood waters receded. A helicopter 
airlifted him to Loveland Hospital.

Griffing was safe. But his problems had 
just begun. Like many living along the Big 
Thompson River, he is retired, living on a 
fixed income. His children are scattered.

Red Cross Met Emergency Medical Care
The Red Cross provided emergency medi

cal care. Several civic and religious groups 
around the state raised some money and 
offered canned goods and clothing. The 
Corps of Engineers now is clearing debris 
from property.

But damages are estimated from $30 
million to $50 million. The flood destroyed 
328 residences, 95 mobile homes and 52 
businesses. At least 100 small private bridges 
were wiped out.

And one month after the disaster, people 
like Griffing are stranded without homes 
and tangled in the red tape of obtaining fed
eral money to be loaned at 5 Vs per cent 
interest.

Colorado Baptist leaders contacted the 
Red Cross at the time of the flood to deter
mine needs of victims. Inundated with 
canned goods and clothing, the Red Cross 
discouraged further assistance.

The Colorado Baptist General Conven
tion will distribute $8000 sent by the South
ern Baptist Home Mission Board for flood 
relief.

Roy Owen, state missions director for 
Colorado, said few Colorado Baptists have 
responded with money or help. “We haven’t 
known what the needs are,” he explained.

Problems following the flood are on-

Thursday, September 16, 1976

By Celeste Loucks

going and will require long-range solutions, 
he thinks. “It’s not the kind of thing you 
can take care of overnight.”

Colorado Baptists Helpful
While state leaders maintain their watch- 

and-wait stance, some Colorado Baptists 
responded from the beginning.

In Loveland—only a few miles from the 
flood area, Charles Murray, the pastor of 
Trinity Baptist Church, led his members in 
a prayer chain the night of the flood. The 
following week, he worked day and night, 
identifying bodies and counseling families 
of flood victims.

His church members provided food and 
clothing. Later, they opened their homes to 
the homeless. Griffing, who had no church 
affiliation, moved into the home of a Trinity 
Baptist couple after he was dismissed from 
the hospital.

Trinity members David and Linda Con
ner, whose own home and property along 
the river was miraculously untouched by the 
flood waters, have been instrumental in 
obtaining names and needs of area flood vic
tims who will share the Home Mission 
Board funds in the state.

Conner, whose next door neighbor died 
in the flood, took off work for several days 
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Baptist And Reflector 
Subscription Rates Increase

<I During the past year, Baptist And Reflector has been hard hit by a num- ;; 
;; ber of postal increases. In addition to the postal increases, the costs of paper ! I 
;; and printing have gone up. The Board of Directors felt it necessary to increase the ;! 
!; rates, effective Oct. 1, 1976, as follows: ;;
;; Every Family Plan, $2.81 per family per year; Club Plan, $3.40; and
'! Individual, $3.75. ;;
;; Churches may subscribe to Baptist And Reflector through the Every <!
1; Family Plan for 51^ 0 per family per week, providing that 50% of the resident ; >
<! families participate. This plan may be paid monthly, quarterly, or yearly. How- ;; 
;> ever, it is easier for Baptist And Reflector to send bills at the end of each I; 
!; month. This is a more accurate way of keeping up with the adds and drops which ;! 
I; a church can make each month. Now, the Every Family Plan is the better buy. ;;
;• The Club Plan is available when a church does not send the paper to all of ; I
I; its church families or at least 50% of its resident homes. There must be at least ; > 
! I 10 subscriptions sent in at one time when the Club Plan is used, and the subscrip- ;; 
;! tions are payable in advance at $3.40 per subscription. :;
J; Individual subscriptions are $3.75 per year, payable in advance. ; >
;; Circulation of Baptist And Reflector is approximately 75,000. ; >
; > Baptist And Reflector pays off in better informed church members. 11
;; This results in better church attendance, increased departmental growth, increased ♦ 
! i giving, and better cooperation on church and denominational levels. *
; ‘m+m+f—++*m*f*fm***++m**+*+f*******++m**+***m**+m*f*A

and moved up and down the river, offering 
help and counseling for devastated neigh
bors.

As the initial shock of the disaster is 
wearing away, Conner notes an underlying 
desperation: “People are independent around 
here. They are shy to take money at first. 
They have said others need the money much 
worse than they do.

“But I think they are getting over that. 
Now they say what they need is money,” 
Conner said.

And, he said, “when they come down to 
the realization of what the government is 
going to do—it isn’t much.” His wife added, 
“there is a lot of anger at having to go 
through the paperwork—and not getting 
much money.”

Many of the retired people—in their six
ties and seventies—cannot afford the loans. 
And, across the board, young families and 
old depleted their savings in the first month.

“When we hear of a need, we send some
one to meet it, whether it is financial or 
spiritual,” said Murray about the 300- 
member congregation. “We could use ten 
times more, but the money (coming from 
the Home Mission Board) will help.

“We’re just doing what we can, with our 
limited resources. I believe a month from 
now is when the real crisis will be.” (BP)
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Food? Fellowship? Opportunities to serve? Qualified leaders? More?

What Do Students Look For In A Church?
If churches expect to attract and hold the 

attention of today’s college students, the 
leaders and workers of the church need to 
know what attributes the students appreci
ate. From the outset, let it be understood 
that there is no such creature as “the typical 
student” or other such overworked stereo
type. Any reference of this sort is used here 
merely for analytical purposes.

Generally speaking, students desire an 
atmosphere of acceptance from church peo
ple. Though this covers many areas of con
cern, at least two are significant: food and 
code of dress.

Students relax more when activities are 
related to eating—even coffee and donuts 
may help a Sunday School lesson to be more 
stimulating! An invitation to dinner in some
one’s home helps satisfy the student’s fre
quently suppressed desire for some type of 
love “home” environment.

Workers with students should also be 
aware of code of dress. Remember that some 
non-Christian students do not own, or, at 
best do not feel comfortable in “Sunday-go- 
to-meeting-clothes.” One day I met a student 
who lives in my apartment complex en route 
to the laundry room. After I introduced my
self, we began a conversation which later 
shifted to his apartment. Bill was not the 
neatest dresser in the world and his long hair 
would be offensive to some. I knew he might 
feel awkward, but I invited him to Sunday

To change or correct 
your address

Attach label from your latest copy 
here and show new address below— 
include zip code. When changing ad
dress please give two weeks notice. 
Please write, do not call address 
changes to insure accuracy.

AU correspondence relating 
to your subscription
should be accompanied by your address 
label. If you are receiving duplicate 
copies please send both labels.
Address all inquiries to:

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR 
Post Office Box 347 

Brentwood, Tennessee 37027

Name ...................................................
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By Frank Cofer
School and church the next Sunday.

To try to set the stage for him, I told 
him how I usually dress (sport coat and tie 
at the time) and let him know that he could 
dress as he chose. He showed up in jeans 
and his fraternity windbreaker. I remember 
his statement as he climbed into the car: “It’s 
all I have, man.” Thank God that Bill was 
welcomed by the people of our church.

Today’s college student wants someone to 
help him learn who he is in the world. We 
all come to think of ourselves (gain our self
concept) in relation to how others respond 
to us as persons. It is very similar to a bas
ketball player shooting against the back- 
board. The way in which the ball returns 
to the player is determined by the reflecting 
quality of the backboard—some are “harder” 
than others. So, if a gymnasium has several 
goals, a basketball player may test each of 
them before deciding which one to use. So 
it is with students; they will usually check 
the available churches to see which one gives 
the best response before deciding where to 
settle down.

And rest assured—students will “shoot!” 
Church workers must be flexible enough to 
allow the student time to find himself before 
he can be expected to become involved in 
the life of the church. One activity all age 
groups (but students especially) like this is a 
“feedback” session with the minister. Keep
ing in mind that the student spends a con
siderable amount, of his time being “lectured 
to,” a chance to engage the speaker (this 
case, the minister) in honest informal dia
logue can be quite exciting.

A Sunday evening “pizza with pastor” 
could become not only a time for Christian 
students to clarify points of the sermon, but 
also a forum where non-Christians, skeptics, 
and others could voice their ideas and hope
fully receive intelligent Christian responses.

Such activity demands a great deal of 
openness on the minister’s part so as not to 
become unnecessarily defensive. And obvi
ously the sermon or lesson material must 
be spiritually “meaty” enough to invite dis
cussion. Remember, church worker, your 
response to a student tells him something 
about himself—with what kind of self-con
cept does he leave your church?

Students universally appreciate the recog
nition of their individuality. On campus 
they’re usually dealt with via an impersonal 
numbered system. One of the best means of 
recognition comes by letting the student 
apply his major course of study off campus. 
Music majors have already been enlisted in 
the church’s regular program of choir as 
pianist or organist. But have you considered 
a brass ensemble for worship services or a 
folk/rock group to be used in mission out- 
reaches for your church in such places as 
resort areas and shopping centers?

Drama students could produce and/or 
direct productions with the cast made up of 
both high school and university students. 
Working together should eliminate some of 
the friction which frequently arises between 
these two age groups.

Physical education majors could partially 
staff outreach ministries in the community 
where recreation could serve as an entree 
to a presentation of the gospel through Bible 
stories (dramatized perhaps, with the aid of 
the above mentioned group), films, and in 
other ways.

Students interested in sociology, psychol
ogy, management, and related fields might 
conduct a research project on the church as 
an organization structure, its interpersonal 
relationships, and report findings and recom
mendations to the church’s regular business 
meeting. The openness and honesty of the 
congregation would be brought under severe 
test here, so this project should not be under
taken without adequate preparation.

Regardless of his major, a student some
times enjoys involving himself in a tutorial 
program—be it reading, mathematics, or 
history. Even non-Christian students may 
become interested in a church with a pro
gram which offers tutoring opportunities.

Another quality students appreciate in 
church activities and their leaders is prac
ticality. Many church workers get defensive 
when students remind them of the high level 
at which classroom material is presented. 
The point is well made—few churches have 
a college Sunday School department which 
parallels the campus in number of PhD 
level instructors. But leaders, don’t get 
slouchy in your preparation. Students 
quickly notice when lesson or sermon ma
terial is not well thought, through.

But practicality is still the point. Many 
times class lectures do not seem applicable 
to daily life. It is here that the church can 
“redeem” itself. Content material may not 
always equal the campus course material, 
but it can always be applicable to the stu
dent. Whatever we do for college students, 
it must be intensely practical.

The above ideas can, if implemented, aid 
your church in its outreach to students. But 
remember, the persons behind any method, 
program, or structure are the key to their 
success.—Reprinted from The Baptist Pro
gram.

Cofer was a student at Southern Baptist Theo
logical Seminary, Louisville, Ky., when he wrote 
the article. He was formerly a state BSU president 
in Georgia and US-2 worker at Northwestern Uni
versity and the Chicago area. This article was 
adapted from a speech at the Conference for work
ers with Students held in Elgin, III. Cofer is now 
director of student ministries, Chicago Metropolitan 
Baptist Association, 329 Madison Street, Oak Park, 
IL 60302.
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UNIFORM SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, September 19,1976

Set Free!
By W. Clyde Tilley

Acting Chairman, Religion Department
Union University, Jackson, Tennessee

Basic Passage: Galatians 4:8-5:12
Focal Passages: Galatians 4:8-11; 5:1-10

Imagine a person sitting in an unlocked 
cell, unwilling to accept his freedom. Or 
worse still, imagine the same prisoner who 
leaves prison temporarily and soon comes 
back to his cell voluntarily to take up per
manent residence.

Some years ago the newspaper contained 
a story of a man in an American city who 
did just that. Unable to cope with the r&- 
sponsibilities of society, a former but harm
less prisoner held up a service station, took 
money he didn’t need, and went quietly 
across the street to wait until the police came 
to arrest him. He wanted to experience the 
“security” of prison life once again.

What is it that makes people want to 
“cop out” like this in response to the pres
sures and demands of freedom? In 1941, 
Erich Fromm, American psychoanalyst, ex
plored the psychological dimensions of this 
experience in this book, Escape from Free
dom. He pointed to the difference between 
negative freedom (freedom from) and posi
tive freedom (freedom to). Because we 
sometimes have the former before we have 
the latter, we often cannot cope with our 
newly-found freedom in a positive victori
ous manner.

The Galatians were having this problem. 
Having discovered freedom from an earlier 
bondage, they were in danger of losing it 
because they did not recognize all that was 
involved in the positive freedom that Christ 
gives. Galatians, and particularly the focal 
passages in today’s lesson, is Paul’s distress 
signal to the Christians of Galatia.

Love’s Labor Lost? (4:8-11)
When Paul writes to troubled churches 

which he had established and to troubled 
converts which he had made, he frequently 
expresses fear that the trouble will be their 
undoing, that his labor will be lost, and that 
his work will be in vain (I Thess. 3:5, Phil. 
2:16, Gal. 2:2). Once again, for the second 
time in Galatians, he expresses this fear 
(v. 11). In Galatians 4:3, Paul had men
tioned “the elemental spirits of the uni
verse” (RSV) to which Jews like himself had 
formerly been enslaved. With his attention 
now directed toward his Gentile readers, he 
speaks of “the weak and beggerly elemental 
spirits” (v. 9, RSV) to which they too had 
been enslaved. He fears a reversion to this 
old bondage if they become enamoured with 
the legalistic requirements of the Judaizers.

Their legalistic and ceremonial observance 
of special days and seasons (v. 10) is a spe
cial object of his concern. Since grace can
not be mixed with legalistic requirements 
and still be grace, Paul is fearful of the pres
ent trends and expresses concern that love’s 
labor will be lost.

Life’s Liberty Lost? (5:2-4)
A second fear that Paul had, in addition 

to the fear that his labor might be lost, is 
the fear that the liberty which the Galatians 
had found in Christ might be lost. To accept 
circumcision as advocated by the Judaizers 
as a way of salvation is to renounce one’s 
freedom from the law. Not only is circum
cision of no value if accepted by the believer 
as a means of salvation; it is actually a detri
ment since it makes Christ of no avail (v. 2). 
It signals a renunciation of faith and a de
pendence upon the law for salvation. It puts 
one under obligation to do the impossible 
task of keeping the whole law. Paul uses 
strong terminology such as being “severed 
from Christ” and “fallen away from grace” 
(v. 4).

This stern warning of Paul need not be 
interpreted as destroying or challenging the 
Biblical teaching of eternal security of the 
believer. Eternal security is for those who 
want it just as salvation is for those who 
want it. This instance has nothing to do with 
the loss of salvation which is what eternal 
security assures us against. It is a clear-cut 
instance of the repudiation or the “throwing 
away” of salvation. It is what is called 
“apostasy” in the New Testament, and in 
Christian doctrine.

The Loss of the Lump’s Leaven (5:7-10)
In the preceding passages, Paul has been 

in a questioning frame of mind. Will his 
labor among the Galatians be lost? Will the 
liberty of the Galatians come to nothing? 
In the present passage, he writes about 
things concerning which he has greater con
fidence. Paul appears not to be certain about 
the identity of the false teachers that have 
disrupted the Galatians (v. 7) but he is cer
tain about their destiny (v. 10b). He is cer
tain that the source of their misdirection is 
not the one “who called them”, i.e., Christ. 
Apparently the Judaizing teachers were but 
a small group as is evidenced by Paul’s 
quotation of a familiar proverb: “A little 
leaven leavens the whole lump” (v. 9). Paul 

is furthermore confident that these false 
teachers shall come under the judgment of 
God and that the Galatians shall find his 
own defense of the truth convincing.

The Loss of the Law’s Limitations (5:1, 5-6)
Against the background of confidence 

that Paul has in the Galatians but ultimately 
in Christ who sustains them, Paul urges the 
Galatians to “stand fast” in their freedom 
and to avoid becoming entangled again in 
legalistic requirements. Christ has not liber
ated us so that we might become entangled 
again but so that we may be free, i.e., live 
freely and fully.

Every imperative in the Christian life (in 
this case: “stand fast”) has an accompany
ing indicative (in this case, the truths that 
are expressed in vv. 5-6). The way of authen
tic salvation centers in several crucial con
cepts that are referred to in these verses: 
“the Spirit”, “faith”, “Christ Jesus”, “love”, 
and “the hope of righteousness”. (“Hope” 
in the New Testament is not a weak word 
of risking something that is uncertain; it is 
a strong word denoting the anticipation of 
something that is assured.) These two verses 
are instructive in showing how these central 
concepts relate to each other and hang to
gether in the Christian gospel. It is of this 
good news that we sing:

Free from the law, O happy condition! 
Jesus hath bled, and there is remission. 
Cursed by the law and bruised by the fall 
Grace hath redeemed us once for all.

(Philip P. Bliss)

Afraid You’re 
Going Deaf?
Chicago, Ill.—A free offer of spe
cial interest to those who hear hut 
do not understand words has been 
announced by Beltone. A non
operating model of the smallest 
Beltone aid of its kind will be 
given absolutely free to * anyone 
answering this advertisement.
Send for this non-operating model 
to see how tiny hearing help can 
be. It’s yours to keep, free. The 
actual aid weighs less than a third 
of an oimce, and it’s all at ear 
level, in one unit.
These models are free, so write for 
yours now. Thousands have al
ready been mailed, so write today 
to Dept. 4125 Beltone Electronics 
Corp., 4201 W. Victoria St., Chi
cago, Illinois 60646.
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Our People and Our Churches . . .
LEADERSHIP...

Gallatin Road Church, Nashville, called 
Frank Kemper as pastor. He will be on the 
new church field Sept. 22, coming from 
Antioch Church, Humboldt. He attended 
Union University and graduated from Mem
phis Technical Institute and Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary. He has served 
pastorates in Medina and Pinson, Tenn., and 
Emory, Tex.

John Shillington is the new minister of 
music at Two Rivers Church in Nashville. 
He comes to the position from Wayside 
Church, Miami, Fla. where he served as 
minister of music. He is a graduate of 
Grand Canyon College in Phoenix, Ariz., 
where he majored in music education. While 
in Phoenix, he served as minister of music 
and youth at Maryland Church.

Kevin Kilbreth, a native of Greensboro, 
N.C., is the new adult education and music 
director at Cedar Grove Church, Kingston. 
Raye Maddox is pastor.

Joe E. Franklin resigned as pastor of 
Walker Memorial Church, Franklin, to be
come pastor of Newton Creek Church near 
Paducah, Ky. He has served the Franklin 
church almost 10 years. His wife, Fran- 
chelle, has been employed as office secretary 
in the Protection Plans Dept., Tennessee 
Baptist Convention for nine years.

John Frost has accepted the position of 
minister of music and youth at Woodbury 
Road Church, Murfreesboro. He is already 
on the field, coming from the pastorate of 
Rucker Church in Concord Association. Ht 
is a senior at Middle Tennessee State Uni
versity. Lesley McClure is pastor at Wood
bury.

Robert L. Orr announced retirement plans 
to his congregation at Dyersburg First 
Church, effective the first Sunday in Febru
ary 1977. The retirement date will also be 
his 27th anniversary as pastor of the church.

Gary Aslin resigned as pastor of Mt. Ver
non Church, Halls.

Ray Ridgeway accepted the call to serve 
as pastor of Ridgeview Church, Chatta
nooga. He has been serving as interim 
pastor of Riverland Hills Church, Colum
bia, S.C. while completing his doctor of 
ministry degree. C. H. Petty served the 
Ridgeview Church as interim.

Alpine Church, Chattanooga, called 
David Clay as pastor. S. A. Jones has served 
the church as interim pastor.
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Gennis Best is the new pastor at East 
View Church, McMinn Association. Best is 
from Tellico Plains, Tenn.

Ron Boling resigned as minister of music 
at Clark Street Church, Johnson City. The 
church elected Rosemary Motteri to the 
position. She is a music major at East Ten
nessee State University.

Martha Church’s new pastor is Tim Jones. 
Martha Church is in Wilson County Asso
ciation.

Nilon Elliott is the new part-time director 
of junior and senior high, college and career, 
and recreation consultant at Radnor Church, 
Nashville. He serves with the Baptist Sun
day School Board as conference center pro
gram representative of Church Program 
Services.

Jim Sears resigned as pastor of Maxwell 
Church, Duck River Association.

Harvey Evans was called as pastor of 
Fairview Church, Beulah Association and is 
already on the field. He served as pastor of 
Johnson’s Grove and Bethel Churches.

Robert Wall resigned as pastor of New 
Home Church, Beulah Association. He 
served New Home Church almost four years.

Hobart Loy, minister of music at Bethel 
Church, Clinton Association, for 19 years, 
has retired. J. C. Parrish is pastor.

Filmore Strunk, interim pastor at Central 
Church, Clinton Association, accepted the 
call to serve the church as pastor.

Gary Calloway accepted the call of Glen
wood Church, Clinton Association, to serve 
as minister of music. Tom Clay is pastor.

A. L. Kiser resigned as pastor of Laurel 
Grove Church, Clinton Association.

Charles Stephens resigned as pastor of 
Willowbrook Church, Clinton Association. 
The church called Elbert Baird as pastor.

Ken Bradley is the new pastor at Hickory 
Withe First Church. He comes from New 
Garden Church, Independence, Miss., and is 
already on the field.

Brentwood Church, Brentwood, called 
Don Madaris as interim minister of music 
and Gary Gibson as interim minister of 
youth. Bill Wilson is pastor at Brentwood.

Rex Eledge is the new pastor at Holston 
Memorial Church, Jefferson County Asso
ciation. He has served as pastor of Bell’s 
Camp Ground Church, Powell, for over 12 
years and has served five churches in his 
26 years in the ministry. He has also been 
clerk and treasurer for Midland Association 
for six years.

Bethel Springs Church, McMinn Associa
tion, called Jack Presswood as pastor.

South Liberty Church, McMinn Associa
tion, called Wesley Miller as pastor. The 
church is presently in a building program.

Dewey Jones resigned as associate pastor 
of Brentwood Church, Brentwood, to enter 
private business. He has served the church 
for four years.

Elwyn Raymer resigned as church music 
director at Brook Hollow Church, Nashville. 
He has been on a leave of absence. In sub
sequent action, the church called Fes Rob
ertson as music director. He has been serv
ing as interim since earlier this year. John 
Daley is pastor.

Becky Sanders is retiring from the child 
development center at Red Bank Church, 
Chattanooga, after serving there for 20 
years. Fred Steelman is pastor.

Gilley Andrews resigned as pastor of Hill
top Church, a new church in Hamilton 
County Association. It is located near 
Chattanooga.

Two new staff members have been added 
at Concord Church, Chattanooga. Eddie 
Harris is director of education, and Louis 
Kincaid is director of youth and recreation.

Donald Holder resigned as pastor of 
Denny Hill Church, Harrison.

Michael Bailey accepted the call to serve 
as pastor of Falling Water Tabernacle 
Church, Hixson. He is already on the field.

Richard DeHart was called as pastor of 
Riverside Church, Chattanooga. He has 
been serving as interim pastor at Union 
Fork Church, Soddy, while pastor Jack May 
was on leave of absence.

Ernest Pilgrim resigned as pastor of 
Evansville Mission, Dyer Association, due 
to a back injury. John Edwards is serving as 
pastor. The mission is sponsored by Dyers
burg First Church.
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WOULD YOU BELIEVE

you could have
a better informed 
a better working

a better cooperating 

church membership?
WE DO!

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR has had this conviction 
since 1835. But don’t take our word 

for it. Watch it work by providing your state
Baptist paper for all your church 

families under our Every Family Plan for just 
pennies per family per week.

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR
P.O. Box 347

Brentwood, Tennessee 37027 Phone 615-373-2255
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Birmingham Pastor To Head 
Baptist Retirement Centers

BIRMINGHAM—Andrew W. Tampling, 
pastor of First Baptist Church here, has 
been elected executive director of the Ala
bama Baptist Retirement Centers, an agency 
of the Alabama Baptist State Convention 
charged with establishing a retirement homes 
ministry in Alabama.

Tampling, 48, will be the first person to 
fill the position since the retirement centers 
ministry was instituted by the Alabama Bap-

STEEPLES 
AND 

BAPTISTRIES

Fla..
Box 133 Phone 277*1551

Dalton, Ga. 30720
Write or Call For Free Color Brochure 

tist State Convention last year. He began his 
new work on Sept. 13.

The first retirement center could be built 
in Dothan. Earlier this year, Mrs. B. W. 
Connell of Dothan deeded 44 acres of land 
in Dothan to the Alabama Baptist State 
Convention on which to build a retirement 
center, and the First Baptist Church of 
Dothan deeded 3.2 acres to the convention 
to use funds from the sale of the property 
toward building a center in Dothan.

Tampling has been pastor at First Baptist 
Church, Birmingham, since January, 1972. 
Previously he was pastor at First Baptist. 
Church, Sylacauga, Ala., seven years; First 
Baptist Church, Opp, Ala., four years; and 
First Baptist Church, Fort Meade, Fla., 11 
years. (BP)

FIBER GLASS BAPTISTRIES
Repair Old and Build New 

Call 292-4029 or Write
ASHBAUGH FIBER GLASS

P.O. Box 894, Nashville, Tenn. 37202

Cooperative Program Ahead 
11-Month Check Point

NASHVILLE—With one month remain
ing in the 1975-76 fiscal year, the Southern 
Baptist Convention’s national Cooperative 
Program unified budget has collected more 
than $43.08 million—a 13.54 per cent in
crease over the same period a year ago.

At the current rate of giving, Billy D. 
Malesovas of the SBC Executive Committee 
projects a final figure of about $46.5 mil
lion, which would be well over the basic 
operating and capital needs of the SBC’s 
worldwide missions program but under the 
overall goal. The basic operating and capi
tal needs budget for 1975-76 is $42,080,000.
The total budget, which includes $8,920, lllll
in challenge funds to meet unfunded mis
sion needs, is $51 million.

Total contributions for the year-to-date 
amount to $82,068,059, a 12.28 per cent in
crease over some $73,089,286 collected last 
year. The total contribution figure includes 
the $43.08 million Cooperative Program 
figure and another $38.99 million in desig
nated contributions.

For the month of August, Cooperative 
Program contributions totaled $3,861,409, a 
6.00 per cent increase over last August, 
designated gifts amounted to $535,191, a 
7.57 per cent decrease. The two amounts 
totaled $4,396,599, an overall 4.14 per cent 
increase for comparative months. (BP)

HAL 
LINDSEY’S 

most important book—a prophetic 
message of HOPE for...

THE TERMINAL 
GENERATION

By the author of THE LATE GREAT PLANET EARTH
/ $6.95 hardback • $3.95 paperback

Order From Your Baptist Bookstore —
Published by W

FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY 1

Page 10 Baptist And Reflector



Tennessee College Alumnae To Meet Next Week
The alumnae of Tennessee College for 

Women, who will hold their 1976 annual 
reunion in Murfreesboro Sept. 24-25, will 
focus their attention on the Belmont Col
lege $4 million campaign, according to 
alumnae president Mrs. Lillian Long.

The college, which closed in 1946, was 
Baptist owned and operated. Alumnae of 
the institution have maintained close ties 
With Belmont College, according to Her
bert Gabhart, Belmont president. The 
women have promoted trust funds each 
year to perpetuate the memory of indi-

WHO
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FOR 

DEVICE 
/©OUT 

am
ORGIN?

Choosing pipes or electronics 
is the first decision you’ll 

have to make when buying an organ. 
It isn’t easy.

You can’t expect a company 
that sells only one kind of organ 

to give you impartial advice 
about the other.

But you can get the truth from us 
because we represent 

the best of both worlds:
RUFFATTI—the world’s most 

distinguished pipe, organ builders, 
and

RODGERS—the world's most 
authentically voiced 
electronic organs.

ASK US.

ROY WARDEN
Piano & Organ Co.

162—8th Ave. N.
Nashville, TN 37203

Exclusive representative for 
RODGERS ORGANS 

viduals connected with Tennessee College 
for Women. Income from the trust funds 
is paid annually to Belmont to be used as 
scholarship aid for students.

This year’s alumnae will meet for an 
open house on Friday evening at 7:30 at 
the home of Annie Byrn Roberts, 346 East 
Main St., in Murfreesboro. Saturday morn
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ACROSS
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12 13 14

15 16 17
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21 22 23 24 25
• |26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34

35 36] 37 38 39 40

* 41 42 43
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r

48 149 50

51 n 53

1 O.T. book: abbr.
4 Food (2 Sam. 17:28)
9 Some records: abbr.

12 “as one that had —” 
(Mark 1)

14 Man in the Bible 
(Gen. 46:16)

15 Kind of pigeon
16 love hath no 

man” (John 15)
18 Every man fled to 

his (1 Sam. 4:10)
19 The urial
20 Address abbrs.
21 Before
22 Sodom, for 

one; poss.
24 Electroencephalo

gram: abbr,
26 Rodents
27 Feminine name

29 in me a clean 
heart” (Psa. 51)

32 Animals
33 “I sent you without

—” (Luke 22)
34 “not a — of the law” 

(Jas. 4)
35 An altazimuth
36 He roasts it

(Isa. 44:16)
38 Fahrenheit: abbr.
41 Measure: abbr.
43 Winches: abbr.
44 Verdi opera
45 Kind of room
47 Ancestor of Jesus 

(Luke 3:33)
48 Usual: abbr.
49 “a grove in —”

(Gen. 21)
51 Phones: abbr.
52 Old Flemish tapestry

CRYPTOVERSE
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Today’s Cryptoverse clue: R equals U

ing, registration will be held at the educa
tional building of First Church beginning 
at 10:00. A business session will follow the 
registration.

Reservations must be made through Lur- 
leen B. McMinn, 903 Temple Court, Mur
freesboro, 37130, no later than Sept. 20, 
Mrs. Long said.

53 Japanese monetary 
unit

DOWN

1 “And he made — ” 
(Luke 19:6)

2 External
3 “the — which the 

builders" (1 Pet. 2)
4 European country: 

abbr.
5 Place Abraham left 

(Gen. 11:31)
6 Illuminates
7 Wander -
8 “every — shall see 

him” (Rev. 1)
9 “wrote — in Ahab's 

name” (1 Ki. 21)
10 it to himself” 

(Eph. 5)
11 Form of address
13 Vehement
17 many as are 

led” (Rom. 8)
19 Locate
22 Act with special 

consideration
23 Weather word
25 Fuel
26 Headland
28 Boatman’s need
29 Keeper of 

accounts: abbr.
30 Trash
31 Chamberlain

(Rom. 16:23)
32 Overseer
34 of eternal 

damnation” (Mark 3)
37 The ox knows his

(Isa. 1:3)
38 Kindles
39 Building material
40 Mordecai’s enemy 

(Esth. 3:5)
42 Half time: abbr.
44 Burn residue
45 Dine
46 Philippine tree
47 Letter
50 Egyptian sun god
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Baptist Relief ‘A Testimony’ 
In Philippine Disaster Area

COTABATO CITY, Philippines—A local 
Baptist pastor has praised the financial help, 
that the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board and national Baptists have given to 
earthquake and tidal wave victims in this 
Filipino city.

“I feel that this is a very good Baptist 
testimony,” declared Romeo Palmer, pastor 
of the Cotabato City Baptist Church which 
was severely damaged by the Aug. 17 
earthquake and subsequent tidal waves that 
hit the Philippine Islands. Palmer’s home, 
the church parsonage, was also seriously 
damaged.

“I regret that we as a Baptist church 
cannot give money to help,” Palmer said. 
“I am just so happy to hear that there 
are friends from the Foreign Mission Board 
available for this vital thing, this calamity.”

The church building and parsonage both 
sank between two and three feet and the 
lower floors stand in two feet of water. 
More than $2000 has been given to the 
West Central Mindanao Church, according 
to Robert N. Nash, chairman of the Philip
pine Baptist Mission (organization of South
ern Baptist missionaries). He said if both 
strustures are condemned, as expected, 
additional funds will be needed.

Another $1000 has been given to the 
city government of Cotabato in behalf of 
Baptists. Government officials said food is 
plentiful and medicine has been pledged. 
The priority at this time for the money’s 
use is temporary housing. The board au
thorized $50,000 in relief funds to be used 
as needed in the Philippines.

Destruction in Pagadian, a city north
west of Cotabato City, was also severe. 
Three national Baptists lost their lives there 
and one elderly lady associated with the 
Pagadian church has still not been located. 
The tidal waves completely destroyed her 
home.

Members of First Baptist Church, Wartburg, Big Emory Association held note- 
burning services declaring all church properties debt free. The church was organized 
in 1892, and the present church structure was build in 1969. The parsonage was built 
in 1964. The Building Committee, front row from left to right: J. H. McCartt, chair
man; Gerrald Bland, pastor; second row left to right: Ava Perkins, Ruth Kidd, Ray 
Schubert, Buna Schubert, C. A. Emerson, Bill Hart, and Mildred Dillon.

The Pagadian church building, however, 
was not damaged by the earthquake or 
waves and has served as a refuge for those 
families which had no other shelter, ac
cording to William Roberson, Southern 
Baptist press representative for the Philip
pines. Approximately $2000 was presented 
to the provincial governor for relief work 
in Pagadian by Southern Baptist mission
aries.

“Continued assistance will be provided 
by follow-up ministries through the local 
churches and associational groups,” Rober
son reported. “No Baptist missionaries are 
currently residing in the most heavily af
fected areas but Mr. and Mrs. Samuel M. 
Waldron are scheduled to arrive in Paga
dian in early October.”

Southern Baptist missionary Paul B. 
Johnson, faculty member of the Mindanao 
Bible School and chairman of the Mindanao 
executive committee of the Philippine Bap
tist Mission, will lead in extensive and pro
longed ministries among the people who 
were in the area of widespread devastation.

Ratliff Joins
Seminary Staff

LOUISVILLE—F. William Ratliff Jr. has 
been named director of admissions and 
financial aid at Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary here, according to dean of student 
affairs Arthur Walker. - _

A native of Gallup, N. M., Ratliff was an 
instructor in Christian philosophy at the 
seminary last year. He is a graduate of the 
United States Naval Academy and Southern 
Seminary, where he earned the doctor of 
philosophy degree in 1975.

The former pastor and campus minister is 
a member of the American Academy of 
Religion. (BP)

90-Year-Old Prof Talks 
To Students About Future

LOUISVILLE—When a 90-year-old pro
fessor speaks to an audience of young semi
nary students, what does he talk about?

Why, the future, of course.
At least that was what Gaines S. Dobbins, 

emeritus professor of religious education, 
discussed recently with a crowded chapel 
audience at Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary here.

The pioneer religious educator, who has 
returned to Louisville this fall to resume his 
teaching duties at the seminary’s Boyce 
Bible School, issued a challenge to students 
and faculty to respond to the needs of a 
changing world.

“The seminary of the past and present 
must become the seminary of the future,” 
the well-known author of 32 books said. 
“The churches of tradition must become the 
churches of action; the ministry of the irrele
vant pulpit must become the ministry of 
dynamic change.”

The next 25 years could determine the 
shape of the next 100 years, Dobbins told 
the young ministers.

“On you will fall the tremendous burden 
not only of a fruitful ministry during your 
brief lifetime but of determining the course 
of the next century,” said Dobbins, whom 
many Southern Baptists believe is the 
denomination’s greatest teacher in religious 
education.

Dobbins sees a revolution taking place 
today in the breaking down of rigid divisions 
between the “clergy” and the “laity.” This 
return to the New Testament concept of 
“the priesthood of all believers,” he told the 
seminarians, makes their future call to ser
vice a call to be a “learner leader,” not a 
“loner leader.”

“By 2001 world population, at the present 
rate, will have doubled, so we’ll be right 
where we are now; and a multiplied force of 
ordained ‘clergy’ and appointed missionaries 
will be all but helpless in the face of insuper
able difficulties of Christianizing the multi
plied masses of unsaved,” he asserted.

With clergy and laity working together, 
however, the world can be reached for 
Christ, Dobbins believes.

“For the first time since Christ gave the 
commission it is now literally possible to go 
into all the world with the good news of sal
vation for all who will believe,” he declared. 
“For the first time there are enough Baptists 
alone and enough money in their possession 
to obey the commission. For the first time 
the breakdown of the pagan religions and 
the repudiation of ritualistic and sacramental 
religion in many lands have created a vac
uum into which the simple but powerful 
Baptist faith can be welcomed.” (BP)
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BWA Sharply Increases Allocations For Outreach
MELBOURNE, Australia — The Baptist 

World Alliance general council, meeting 
here, boosted the Alliance’s 1976 budget by 
53 per cent and its proposed 1977 budget by 
70 per cent in actions aimed at greatly in
creasing the BWA worldwide programs.

The BWA had begun 1976 operating on 
a budget of $264,000—a figure long judged 
to be far inadequate for a world organiza
tion, a spokesman said. Actions by the 
general council in Melbourne increased the 

•, and set objectives1976 figure to $405,333
of $488,700 for 1977 and $518,070 for 
1978.

Despite great distances separating Austra
lia from traditional Baptist origins in North 
America and Europe, 187 Baptist leaders 
from 31 countries participated in meetings 
of the BWA general council and of BWA 
study commissions at Whitley Baptist Col
lege in Melbourne. The BWA is made up of 
106 member bodies, with 28.6 million mem
bers in some 80 countries.

Fred B. Rhodes of Washington, D.C., 
BWA treasurer, said that the increases have 
been made possible by increased contribu
tions to the Alliance, partly in allocations 
from its 106 member bodies and partly in 
gifts from individual Baptists in all parts 
of the world.

Laughs |
There’s a new office machine that takes 

the place of three clerk-typists. It goes to 
the washroom 26 times; takes 5 coffee 
breaks; makes 48 personal phone calls, and 
takes up a collection every other day.♦ ♦ ♦

An elderly man from out of state made 
the mistake of trying to drive in New York 
traffic. The man got on a freeway and sud
denly found himself beset by roaring, missile
like automobiles. He was creeping along, 
much slower than the minimum speed, when 
a policeman halted him.

“I suppose you know why I stopped you,” 
said the officer.

“Yeah,” said the senior citizen. “I was the 
only one you could catch!”♦ ♦ ♦

Teacher: “Dan, I understand your hobby 
is magic. What’s your favorite trick?”

Dan: “Sawing a girl in two.”
Teacher: “Wonderful! Are there any other 

children in your family?”
Dan: “Yes, six half sisters.”♦ * *
Rich people miss one of the greatest thrills 

in life—paying the last installment.

The largest part of the budget increase 
will go to a new program of evangelism and 
education, aimed at assisting Baptist con
ventions and unions to promote preaching, 
soul-winning, and Bible study programs 
within their own framework and geographi
cal area.

Other increases will go to a program of 
communications, helping Baptists of the 
world to know each other better, a program 
of study and research which brings together 
scholars from all parts of the world for the 
exchange of ideas, and the development of 
regional programs within continental areas. 
The BWA program of relief and develop
ment operates outside the regular budget.

Rhodes estimated that a total of $214,000 
will come from member unions and conven
tions in 1976, to be supplemented by $130,- 
500 in other gifts, and $40,500 in miscel
laneous earnings.

A major portion of the “other gifts” item 
is expected to come from a special fellow
ship of individuals known as Friends of the 
Alliance. The volunteer movement is chaired 
by W. A. Criswell, pastor of the First Bap
tist Church of Dallas, Tex., and a past presi
dent of the Southern Baptist Convention.

The general council also gave approval 
to increased goals for its relief and develop
ment program. Needs originally estimated at 
$577,150 for 1976 were judged at the meet
ing here to increase to $638,150. A goal of 
$610,000 was envisioned for 1977.

The relief program, which includes self
help and developmental projects as well as 
disaster relief, operates strictly within the 
limits of money received. Administrative 
costs generally are borne by the BWA budg
et, and all designated gifts are transferred 
in their entirety to points of need. Chester 
Jump of Valley Forge, Pa., is chairman of 
an international committee that evaluates 
needs and disburses available funds.

In other action, the general council gave 
final approval to the moving of its European 
office from London, England, to Hamburg, 
West Germany, on October 1. Gerhard 
Claas will become the BWA’s associate sec
retary for Europe at that time, and C. 
Ronald Goulding, associate secretary in the 
London office since 1965, will move to 
Washington as a member of the headquar
ters staff in October. The BWA also has an 
office for Asia, in Sydney, Australia.

Besides housekeeping chores conducted by 
the general council, the assembled Baptist 
leaders worked together in “division com
mittees” to advance the Alliance’s world
wide programs, in departmental meetings 
for men, women and youth, and in four 
study commissions. The commissions dealt 
with Christian ethics, church life, doctrine 
and interchurch cooperation, and freedom, 
justice, and peace.

Each of the various groups is international 
in membership, and the periods provided for 

a sharing of concepts and for international 
planning in each of the various areas.

Council approved plans by the BWA’s new 
division committee on evangelism and edu
cation for an international program of shar
ing and encouragement in these areas of 
spiritual and study outreach. The division is 
headed by Goulding. James L. Sullivan of 
Nashville, Tenn., president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention and a BWA vice presi
dent, is division chairman.

Enlarged programs in communications, 
protection of religious liberty and human 
rights, world relief, and international study 
forums also were approved.

A report on BWA President David Y. K. 
Wong’s travels to five continents during his 
first year in office highlighted the council’s 
opening session. On a trip to Mainland 
China early in his term he said he “met 
many Christians who hold to their faith” 
despite the existence of a communist gov
ernment. He noted that “some Christians 
copy verses from the Bible and circulate 
them among people who long for something 
more than material benefits.”

His travels took him to six other countries 
of Asia, and then to North and South Amer
ica and Eastern Europe. Churches he 
attended in the USSR “were filled with peo
ple; many stood in the aisles, by the walls, 
and on staircases.”

The BWA general council received and 
approved preliminary plans for a 2nd World 
Conference of Baptist Men at Indianapolis, 
Indiana, USA, April 5-9, 1978; for a 9th 
Baptist Youth World Conference at Hong 
Kong, July 19-23, 1978; and for the 14th 
Baptist World Congress at Toronto, Canada, 
July 6-13, 1980.

Guatemala City, Guatemala, was selected 
as the meeting place for the July 11-15, 
1977, meeting of the general council; and 
Brighton, England, for the July 2-7, 1979, 
meeting of the council. The 1978 meeting 
place is still undecided. (BP)

BIBLE PUZZLE PAGE 
ANSWERS

good soldier of Jesus Christ” (2 Tim. 
2:3).
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, September 19,1976

Keeping The Faith
•

By Dr. W. R. White
Baylor University, Waco, Texas

Basic Passages: Daniel 1,6
Focal Passages: Daniel l:3-5b, 9-10, 18-19; 6:10, 21-22

would defeat the king’s intentions. A more 
simple and temperate diet would produce a 
better result.

The prince of the eunuchs was very dubi
ous but finally gave his consent. The result 
was as Daniel had predicted.

The king had the young men presented 
unto him after the period of preparation. 
He was profoundly amazed with the superior 
appearance and ability of the daring, up
right, young Hebrews.

Enemies Set An Apparently Fatal Trap—
Daniel 6:10

Paul in his closing days could truthfully 
say, “I have kept the faith.” He had not 
added to it or taken from it. He had ago
nized for it as it had been delivered once for 
all to the saints. He had not compromised 
it in any way. He had been true to it at 
the risk of his own life.

Daniel would not turn from the true faith 
which he had received. He fearlessly

POST and CO.
FOR SALE

Church NEW Buses
USED 

Reconditioned 
Painted & Lettered (Church Colors) 

Call Collect—615-523-2102 
617 24th St., Knoxville, TN 37921

CHURCH FURNITURE 
From Factory to Church 

RAINSVILLE CHURCH PEW 
COMPANY

Route No. 1, Box 405 
Rainsville, Ala. 35986 

Phone 205-638-2467 or 638-3882 
Also we upholster old pews.

espoused that faith in his own personal life. 
He practiced it without fear or favor. He 
held a unique position in a public way in 
the government though he was a foreigner 
in Babylon. Yet, he did not falter before 
God or man. When a decree was issued con
trary to his faith and practice, he did not 
fail to stand up and be counted. He made 
no boast or fanfare about it. He just went 
on as before, doing right.

Four Hebrews Surmount Severest Test—
Daniel l:3-5b, 9-10, 18-19
Nebuchadnezzar had the prince of his 

eunochs select four Hebrew captives who 
gave the greatest promise for distinguished 
service in the royal administration.

Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah 
were selected. They were to be given very 
special treatment after the fashion of the 
royal court. This was particularly true as 
to a very sumptuous diet.

Daniel and his companions knew that this 
would violate their consciences. Besides, it

October, Cooperative Program Month, are
available at no charge for use by the 
churches. Order from your Associational 
Director of Missions, or the Department of 
Cooperative Program & Stewardship Pro
motion, Box 347, Brentwood, TN 37027.

Bulletin covers for the five Sundays of

The jealous enemies of Daniel and his 
friends seek to ruin them completely. They 
have an impressive image of the king made 
and a law passed that all must worship this 
image only. Those who violated this decree 
should be thrown into a den of lions.

They knew how devoutly Daniel and his 
companions worshipped Jehovah. They were 
right. Daniel continued to lead by praying 
openly three times a day to his God, Jeho
vah, in utter indifference to the decree.

Strict Fidelity Vindicated—Daniel 6:21-22

The king was greatly concerned about the 
outcome of Daniel’s plight. He went to the 
den of lions and called to see if Daniel had 
survived. Daniel answered that Jehovah, his 
God, had preserved him, unharmed. This 
was good news to the king. He honored the 
Lord’s faithful servant as never before.

Such courage, conviction and character 
as exemplified in Daniel and his companions 
was a tremendous witness not only at the 
time but for the ages.
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On Matters of

Family Living
By Dr. B. David Edens

Director, Marriage and Family Program 
Stephens College—Columbia, Missouri 65201

Non-Verbal Communication 
Holds Cue For Child

In working with the very young, “the real 
trick is to understand how you’ve been 
understood,” an authority on non-verbal 
communication told the Kentucky Associa
tion on Children Under Six. We adults 
have to become more aware of the things 
we are saying to children without words— 
by our behavior.

Behavior communicates our real feelings 
to others no matter what our mouths are 
saying, reminded Dr. Charles Galloway of 
Ohio State University. From the first, it is 
important that we try hard to make good 
guesses about what a baby or toddler means, 
what he intends, from his behavior.

“If a baby doesn’t develop some stabilized 
means of communicating non-verbally,” he 
explained, “he often doesn’t communicate 
very well verbally when he’s older because 
he distrusts his own ability to communicate 
his needs effectively.”

Touch communicates either warmth or 
rejection to a child, cautioned the educator
researcher. We can impart a sense of dis
tance, a “stay away” feeling, by the way 
we touch him. Very early a child comes to 
rely on the cues we “give off” physically and 
it is vital that we teach ourselves to recog
nize and respond to the physical cues given 
off by the youngster.

Kindergarten and primary grade teachers 
should be especially alert to the little “good 
girl-good boy” performances the child uses 
to communicate to the teacher how he likes 
to be viewed, says Galloway. Don’t be too 
quick to pounce on the child who is putting 
on an act (studious, attentive, cooperative) 
because you think he’s trying to deceive you, 
he advises.

“Sometimes it is very important to be 
accepted for what you look like you are 
because that’s what you may become! While 
trying to take you in by his performance, 
the youngster may get taken in by his own 
performance. If he has a believer, he may 
make it—and become the eager reader and 
responsive learner he’s pretending to be.”

Eye-to-eye contact is a powerful means 
of non-verbal communication, the specialist 
reminded. “We discriminate among kids by 
the way we look at them—or don’t look at 
them. We look at the bright, responsive 
child and a mutual glance is exchanged 
which says ‘This is new, but you’ll be able 
to do it’ and ‘Yes, I know I can do it!’ ”

Try looking at one of the slower, less

HISTORICALLY
FROM THE FILES

50 YEARS AGO

A revival meeting at Chalk Level 
Church near Camden closed with 29 
conversions, 27 additions, and 20 bap
tisms. J. Murray Rogers, Columbia, 
did the preaching. T. M. Boyd was 
pastor.

W. M. Bostick, pastor of Memphis 
Bellevue Church for six years, re
signed to accept the call to First 
Church, Portsmouth, Va. Final action 
on the acceptance of his resignation 
was to be taken at a church meeting.

25 YEARS AGO

McCalla Avenue Church, Knox
ville, announced plans for the con
struction of a $300,000 auditorium. 
E. Warren Rust was pastor.

Carl J. Giers, pastor of Chattanooga 
First Church, was assisting in the 
Home Mission Board’s Simultaneous 
Revival for Southern Baptists at Port
land, Ore.

10 YEARS AGO

Edwin Erskine Huey, youngest son 
of Dr. and Mrs. Henry J. Huey, died 
in Nashville after a heart attack. 
Huey, 33, grew up in Milan where his 
father was pastor of First Church 
before his father came to Nashville 
as executive secretary and treasurer of 
the Tennessee Baptist Foundation.

Tennessee native Mrs. Otha Win
ningham, Indiana Baptists’ first WMU 
secretary, resigned. She had served 
since 1959. *

attractive kids in the group in that special, 
inclusive way, urges Galloway.

“There’s about 90% probability that 
sometime that same day this newly included 
kid is going to find some way of contacting 
you. He’ll ask a question, stand close to 
you, or maybe just smile at you. He’s check
ing it out to see if you really meant it, if 
you’re really going to like him and include 
him. The way we look at a child is a give
away about the way we feel about him, 
even if we’re saying the right things aloud.”

Once we realize how much we communi
cate to a child by eyes, touch, even our 
stance, we can come to grips with the feel
ings we don’t express in words.

Georgia Denominations 
Fight Bingo Bill

ATLANTA—About 60 prominent Geor
gians of all denominations have joined in 
sponsorship of a statewide movement to 
defeat a proposed Georgia constitutional 
change which would legalize bingo-gam
bling for non-profit groups.

The bingo-gambling amendment was 
passed by the Georgia General Assembly 
last winter and will be on the general elec
tion ballot Nov. 2.

The Georgia Council on Moral and Civic 
Concerns has been a leader in arousing 
opposition to the suggested amendment. 
W. Lowry Anderson, Methodist minister, is 
executive director of the council.

The Georgia Council on Moral and Civic 
Concerns held public rallies against the 
bingo-gambling amendment at Norman 
Baptist Assembly and at the Baptist Center 
in Atlanta. (BP)

Jesse Fletcher Writes 
WMU Study Material

Jesse C. Fletcher, pastor of First Baptist 
Chureh, Knoxville, is writing a yearlong 
Bible study feature for Contempo beginning 
with October’s issue.

The series of Bible study features will 
contain the curriculum material for Baptist 
Young Women Bible study groups.

The first article in the series focuses on 
perceptions of God described in Isaiah. 
Fletcher observes that God can be known 
through senses of sight, smell, taste, touch, 
and hearing.

Contempo is Woman’s Missionary Union’s 
magazine for young women 18 to 29.
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BARTON BARRETT REMEMBERED
By Jonas L. Stewart

Executive Secretary-Treasurer
Barton Barrett, an evangelistic singer, was 

killed in a small plane crash near Nashville, 
Tennessee on November 27, 1972. His 
home church, Powell’s Chapel Baptist, 
Murfreesboro, Route 3, remembers him in 
a special way each year with a 
“Barton Barrett Day” on the 
third Sunday in May.

The special observance each 
year includes a special offering 
to be added to the “Barton Bar
rett Church Music Scholarship 
Fund.” The fund is administered 
by the Tennessee Baptist Foun
dation with income earned desig
nated to provide scholarships for 
worthy music students attending 
Belmont College. The total 
amount in the fund presently is 
$10,358.41. Terry Taylor was 
the first beneficiary of the fund.

Barrett’s father, Allen Barrett, 
who is a retired Baptist pastor, 
and a brother, Barry Barrett, are 
still members of the Powell’s 
Chapel Church.

Throughout the ages to come 
Barton Barrett’s music will be 
heard throughout the land as 
students who receive the annual 
scholarship from the fund pro
vide the sound.

For information about how to 
establish other memorial funds 
to perpetuate the memory of a 
deceased loved one, write: Tennessee Baptist 
Foundation, Jonas L. Stewart, Executive 
Secretary-Treasurer, P.O. Box 347, Brent
wood, Tennessee 37027.
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