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Compensation For Pastors Of Small Churches Studied
NASHVILLE—More than 70 percent of 

Southern Baptist pastors of churches with 
fewer than 300 members feel that their 
salaries are too low when compared to per
sonal and family needs or to salaries of 
other comparable educated professionals.

That statistic is included in the findings of 
a recent study of compensation provided for 
pastors of small churches, conducted by the 
research services department of the South
ern Baptist Sunday School Board.

The extensive survey, the first of its kind, 
gathered information from a sample of 
approximately 1000 pastors across the 
Southern Baptist Convention (SBC).

The purpose of the study, according to 
Reginald McDonough, supervisor of the 
church administration department’s church 
staff services section, is “to let churches 
know where they stand in comparison to 
other churches.”

More than 21,000 of the more than 34,900 
churches in the convention have member
ships of fewer than 300.

The survey findings are listed according 
to church size and geographical region.

In one significant category, the average 
salaries of pastors contacted in the survey 
were $3806 when the church had 1-99 
members, $5605 in churches with 100-199

Baptist And Reflector 
Is Seen By Many Eyes

Thomas Drake, pastor of McEwen Church, Truett Association, doesn’t believe 
in discarding old copies of his Baptist And Reflector.

For the past several years Drake and his wife have saved all of their copies of 
the state Baptist paper and have begun distributing them to prospects, to the sick, 
and to the elderly in the McEwen area. When other Baptists in Drake’s church 
became cognizant of their pastor’s project, they began bringing their previously 
read copies to him for distribution.

The Drakes take copies with them when they visit prospects for the church. 
They have also left numerous copies in Waverly and Dickson Hospitals. Some are 
taken to patients’ rooms.

“There are just too many valuable articles in our state Baptist paper to ever 
discard it,” Mrs. Drake explained. “Many times we leave several copies of the 
Baptist And Reflector in the lobbies of hospitals, and before we leave after visiting 
patients we notice they have all been picked up.” The Drakes believe that the state 
Baptist paper contains valuable information not only to Baptists and to Christians, 
but to lost people as well. They feel that the paper contains many articles which 
could help someone find Christ. “We need to get the paper out to the world and 
not just keep it to ourselves,” is the Drakes’ conviction.

It is their hope that others across the state will make further valuable use of the 
Baptist And Reflector in spreading Christ’s message.

Ircel Harrison Jr., left, former director of Baptist Student Ministries at Middle 
Tennessee State University, receives an appreciation plaque from Ed Phillips at a 
recent reception hosted by Concord Association honoring Harrison. The former director 
resigned the position to accept a similar position at Mississippi State University, Stark
ville. Phillips is a member of the Student Work Committee for the association. Also 
pictured are Dr. and Mrs. Glenn Yarbrough. Yarbrough is director of the Student Dept, 
Tennessee Baptist Convention.

members and $7294 in churches with 200- 
299 members.

More than half of the survey’s respon

dents reported income from non-ministerial 
sources.

Approximately 50 percent of the pastors 
contacted in the survey indicated that their 
church provides some type of retirement 
benefits, while 23 percent are provided 
hospitalization or medical insurance.

Total compensation (salary plus other 
benefits) tends to be highest in the North
eastern and Western regions of the country, 
according to the survey.

Other categories listed in the report in
clude benefits or provisions for car expense, 
travel, utilities allowance and time off for 
revivals and additional education.

“Smaller churches do not love their pas
tors less than larger churches,” McDonough 
says, “but they often have more difficulty 
providing adequate compensation. Although 
other factors are involved, inadequate in
formation is a big part of the problem.

“Hopefully,” he adds, “this information 
will help church members take a look at 
what they provide their pastor and then act 
responsibly to provide him with adequate 
compensation.”

The results have been published in a 
booklet by the board’s church administra
tion department, and copies are available 
for 50 cents each, which covers mailing and 
printing costs. (BP)



Devotional

The Reigning Christ "Why, God?
By Mrs. Stanley Smith

By Herschel H. Hobbs

“For he must reign, till he hath put all 
enemies under his feet.”—I Corinthians 
15:25

Not only is Christ risen from the dead; 
but He is reigning as king in His mediatorial 
kingdom. He is putting all enemies under 
His feet, the last of which will be death. 
Revelation 19:14 says that “death and hell 
[Hades, the abode of the dead] were cast 
into the lake of fire.” This will be even after 
the devil is cast into that lake (Rev. 19:10). 
Death will be destroyed or rendered in
operative following the final judgment.

But what is Christ doing now? He is 
putting down or rendering inoperative “all 
rule and all authority and power” which 
opposes God. When that is accomplished He 
will hand over “the kingdom to God, even 
the Father” (I Cor. 15:24).

Verse 27 says that Christ is putting “all 
things” or every single part of the universe, 
natural and spiritual, under His feet. “Hath 
put” renders a verb to live up in order as a 
troop of soldiers. When He has done this, 
even the Son will be subject to the Father 
“that God may be all in all” (v. 28). “Shall 
be subject” renders the same verb as “hath 
put” in verse 27.

Thus Paul looks farther into the future
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than any other in the New Testament. All 
other scenes picture Christ on the throne in 
His mediatorial kingdom. But here even He 
is subject to the Father. The scene is a 
military one. He will march an orderly 
universe into the presence of the Father. As 
its commander He and it will be subject to 
the Father.

Thus God shall be all in all. He will still 
be Father, Son, and Spirit. But He as such 
will be “all in all.” With no power in the 
universe to oppose Him, the triune God will 
reign supreme.

pulpit W
By Jim Griffith

A health care psychologist an
nounces this startling news: “People 
who complain live longer than those 
who quietly and passively accept life 
as it comes in today’s troubled world.”

This means, of course, that both 
you and I know some people who are 
going to be around for a long, long 
time.

Just think of it: if the theory of the 
psychologist is true, all those who 
were “born in the objective case and 
the kickitive mood” have many com
plaining years ahead of them.

As a matter of fact, I can just see a 
great number of husbands and wives 
as they read this, nodding knowingly, 
and saying to each other: “You are 
certain to outlive me!”

Still, you have to admit that this 
announcement by the psychologist is 
surprising. I did not know that the 
chronic gripers and complainers lived 
longer—I thought it just seemed 
longer.

MESSENGER CARDS AVAILABLE
Registration cards for messengers to 

the annual session of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention, Jackson, Nov. 
16-18, are available in the office of 
Wallace E. Anderson, Recording Sec
retary, P.O. Box 347, Brentwood, 
Tennessee 37027, OR IN THE ASSO- 
CIATIONAL OFFICE.

“Miz’ Jerry, why do you put the ink 
there? What are these numbers for? How 
do they know to go through one at a time?” 
These were questions 
from a young fellow who 
was watching as I ran 
the church bulletin.
Young as he was, there 
was an innate desire 
within him “to know”. 
And this is good, for 
through his questioning 
he will learn.

As I tried to answer 
his questions I saw my
self as God must some- Smith 
time see me . . . question
ing and wanting “to know”.

“God, why did my friend have to die in 
that accident?” He was so needed, a young 
father in the prime of life. “Lord, why must 
I sit by helpless as I watch my friend die 
slowly of cancer?” She is such a radiant 
Christian. “Why is it, God, that no matter 
how many people witness to my young 
friend, he seems to think, ‘Someday I’ll take 
Jesus as my Saviour, there’s plenty of 
time.’?” “Then there is my friend that is 
such a vibrant Christian. But Lord, why 
does he have this ugly sin that keeps re
occurring in his life? Why can’t he over
come it?” “And Lord, there’s my kindred 
spirit, cut to ribbons by malicious gossip, 
totally untrue. But the hurt is there just the 
same; Why?” “God, why would my friend’s 
husband leave her and his children for that 
‘fascinating other woman’?”

My heart is broken and burdened for 
those I love, and I ask, why? He says it is 
all right to ask “Why”, but He may not 
answer now . . . someday He will.

Eve wanted “to know” in the garden of 
Eden. She even insisted on it by eating of 
the tree of knowledge. She found out and 
then regretted it.

He says, “Trust me for the answers, 
Jerry” . . . and I must, just as I trusted Him 
for salvation.

“. . . And now, just as you trusted Christ 
to save you, trust Him, too, for each day’s 
problems; live in vital union with him.” 
Colossians 2:6 (Living Bible)

Mrs. Smith is church secretary at First Church, 
Henderson, TN 38340.
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Seminary Gets $250,000 
Toward Fitness Center

FORT WORTH—Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary here has received a 
$250,000 contribution to its “Eight by 
Eighty” campaign from the Mabee Founda
tion for meeting a challenge issued by the 
Tulsa-based foundation in January of this 
year.

The Mabee grant is to be applied toward 
a $1.3 million physical fitness center. The 
grant was contingent upon the seminary 
raising the balance of the cost of the build
ing in cash and pledges by August 15.

When the challenge was issued earlier this 
year, the seminary had $850,000 in cash and 
pledges earmarked for the proposed center. 
Of that amount, $447,000 was from the 
Southern Baptist Convention and $397,569 
had been contributed by friends and other 
foundations. The remaining $262,311 raised 
during the last seven months, was derived 
from gifts and pledges made by alumni, 
students, and parents.

The Mabee grant brings to over 
$2,000,000 the amount contributed to the 
“Eight by Eighty” campaign, which seeks to 
raise $8 million by 1980. Of that total, $3 
million has been designated for capital im
provements, which includes the proposed 
physical fitness center. The remaining $5 
million is expected to go into the seminary’s 
endowment fund.

John Cox, a Fort Worth member of the

Funeral Services Held 
For James Nunnery

Funeral services for James A. Nunnery, 
pastor of Unity Church, Luray, were held 
Saturday, Sept. 4, in Jackson with Clyde 
Tilley of Union University officiating.

Nunnery, 59, died at his home in the 
Malesus community.

Bom and reared in Rock Hill, S.C., he 
had lived in Malesus since 1956. He was 
graduated from the Southern Baptist The
ological Seminary in Louisville.

Nunnery had served as pastor of the 
Malesus Church, Madison-Chester Associa
tion, for 19 years. Prior to that time he 
served the Orlinda Church. For the past 
year he had been pastor of the Unity Church 
in Chester County.

Nunnery was a past moderator of Madi
son-Chester Association of Baptists (1961- 
62). He had served on several associational 
and state committees, including membership 
on the Tennessee Baptist Convention Execu
tive Board.

Surviving are his widow, Mrs. Frances 
Shackleford Nunnery; two daughters, Mrs. 
Sarah Melton and Mrs. Carol Colligan, both 
of Memphis; a son, James A. Nunnery Jr. 
of Tampa, Fla., and two grandchildren.

Mabee Foundation board of directors, pre
sented the $250,000 check to Seminary 
President Robert E. Naylor. He indicated 
that this was the first time in his memory 
the foundation had made a contribution to 
a theological seminary.

“The seminary is indebted to the founda
tion for this challenge grant which has moti
vated other friends and foundations to 
participate to make this grant a reality,” 
Naylor said. “We believe this grant will 
provide additional impetus in the continuing 
phases of the ‘Eight by Eighty’ campaign.”

Seminary officials have begun developing 
construction plans with Geren and Asso
ciates, a Fort Worth architectural con
sultant. Officials hope to break ground for 
the 39,000 square foot center in late 1976 
or early 1977. Construction is expected to 
take less than 12 months.

The proposed center, presently designed 
to provide a full range of physical fitness 
and recreation activities, will contain a 
gymnasium, a junior Olympic size swimming 
pool, an indoor jogging track, a fully 
equipped classroom, a large exercise room, 
handball courts, and outdoor tennis courts.

Also to be included will be shower and 
locker areas, sauna and whirlpool facilities, 
a lounge area, a large game room, as well as 
a building control and office area. Prelimi
nary plans also call for an area in the 
immediate vicinity of the building that will 
have a softball field, picnic areas, and bike 
trails.

In addition to serving as a recreational 
facility, seminary officials indicate plans 
have been laid to include an academic train
ing program. Plans call for courses of in
struction which will train church recreation 
leaders and youth ministers. Instruction is 
also expected to include health care, physi
ology, and a well planned physical fitness 
program. (BP)

Mercer Buys INA Property To House Law School
MACON, Ga.—Mercer University, a 

Baptist school here, will purchase an his
toric building owned by the Insurance Com
pany of North America (INA) and valued 
at $4 million for $1 million to house the 
university’s law school.

INA will write off the remaining $3 
million as a gift to Mercer.

The three-story, 90,000 square foot 
Georgian Colonial building atop Macon’s 
historic Coleman Hill features a replica of 
the tower and clock at Independence Hall 
where the INA was founded in 1792. The

Outstanding Sermons 
To Be Recognized

NASHVILLE—In an effort to spotlight 
good preaching, the Church Administration 
Department and Broadman Press of the 
Southern Baptist Sunday School Board here 
are sponsoring a plan for selecting and 
recognizing outstanding sermons by South
ern Baptist pastors.

The joint project, which is the first of its 
kind to be sponsored by the board, accepts 
sermon manuscripts in one of five categories 
—evangelism, missions, family life, disciple
ship and outreach.

The sermons must have been preached to 
a Southern Baptist congregation in order to 
be considered. The deadline for submitting 
manuscripts is Dec. 1.

According to James Barry, pastoral min
istries consultant in the board’s church 
administration department, the project’s 
sponsors are seeking participation from pas
tors of small churches, as well as pastors of 
large churches who may be better known.

“There are many pastors of small 
churches who prepare excellent sermons 
week after week,” Barry explained, “and we 
are hoping that the work of some of these 
men will surface.”

Outstanding sermons will be selected in 
each category after evaluations by members 
of the Church Administration Dept., along 
with the help of professors of preaching at 
several seminaries.

Select sermons will then be collected into 
book form and printed by Broadman Press. 
Additional sermons, according to Barry, also 
will be printed in “Proclaim” magazine, the 
pastor’s journal for biblical preaching.

Plaques will be presented to authors of 
the outstanding sermons, and pastors will 
be paid for sermons that are printed in the 
book or magazine.

Sermon manuscripts should be mailed to 
the pastoral section, Church Administration 
Dept., Baptist Sunday School Board, 127 
Ninth Avenue, North, Nashville, Tenn. 
37234.

15 columns in front of the building repre
sent each of the states which formed the 
U.S. at that time.

Mercer officials said it will cost between 
$500,000 to $850,000 to convert the fa
cility, which will allow an eventual law 
school enrollment increase from the present 
250 to some 425.

The school will take possession of the 
building, which was completed in 1955 at a 
cost of $2 million, on Jan. 1, 1977. But it 
will be some months before the law school 
actually moves in, pending interior modifi
cations. (BP)
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He’s eMy ^Pastor;
You ^Better eNot Criticize Him

By John J. Hurt, Editor, Baptist Standard, (Texas)
He’s my pastor and you’d better not criticize him any 

quicker than you criticize my wife. I know he is not perfect. 
Neither is she, but I don’t want you to say so.

So long as he is my pastor he’s the best in the Southern 
Baptist Convention, or in the world for that matter. The one 
who preceded him was the best in his day. So will be the one 
who follows.

No other man must have the talents of a pastor. He deals 
with the individual and with the mass. He’s preacher, admin
istrator, counselor and friend all wrapped into one man—my 
pastor. Somewhere, there may be one who excels him in one 
category but certainly not in all.

There’s seldom a minute in any day he can call his own. 
He’s the first to bring comfort in hours of sorrow, the first to 
share in our joys. His ministry is not limited to our church. He 
serves all men at all times. Not even his secretaries know all 
these outside demands that take so much of his time and 
energy.

Then, tired of body, he must find the hours of prayer and 
study so essential in his ministry. He must find the time for 
twice on Sunday he stands in his pulpit and speaks as God’s 
servant.

He’s the best pastor of them all. I am proud of him and the 
invitations that come his way for services and revivals in other 
cities. I am glad to share him with others. To do otherwise 
would be selfish.

Don’t misunderstand. You can criticize him if you are 
decent enough to do it to his face—and in private. I reserve 
part of the privilege for myself. I prefer, however, to think of - 

these little chats as “suggestions to the pastor.” He’s shown me 
the error of some of my thinking. Some of it was good and he 
quickly agreed.

I have differed, too, over the span of years in some of the 
church conferences. But my argument was in the spirit of a 
friend, knowing that my pastor’s responsibility for the church 
program was greater by far than mine.

He’s my pastor, called by God into His ministry and led by 
Him to my church. I love and honor him as a man and as 
God’s servant.

He’s my pastor . . . His name? That’s not important, but I 
have an ambition—

I am the church member always in his pew when the doors 
are open. I always breathe a prayer for the service and the one 
who is to speak. I pray, too, as he pours out his heart in that 
invitation to the lost. I never hurry toward the door, always 
stopping to greet the stranger, speak to friends, welcome the 
new members and say a word of gratitude to my pastor.

I pride myself with the thought he knows I’m ready to serve 
whenever he calls. I’m busy but not too busy to help in my 
church. It hasn’t been long since I won a lost one to Christ and 
it won’t be long before I win another. That’s my first mission 
as a Christian, just as it is my pastor’s.

I hope I am worth enough to my church to be missed when 
my name is removed from the rolls. I would hate not to be 
missed.

You understand, I’m not all this now. Go back four para
graphs and you’ll see where I said, “but I have an ambi
tion—.”

(Reprinted from 1968 “Baptist Standard”).

CRare Evaluation Of Southern ^Baptists
The Christian Century is one of America’s best-known 

religious magazines, published in Chicago. It is generally 
thought to be the “liberal” counterpart of the more conserva
tive Christianity Today. The Christian Century has often been 
critical of Southern Baptists for many things.

However, in its July 7 issue, this prestigious magazine 
published an editorial about the annual Southern Baptist 
Convention session in Norfolk which bears repeating because 
of the source. It was titled, “Southern Baptists Shift Toward 
the Center.”

Concluding graphs are worth reprinting in their entirety: 
“Despite the bewildering array of meetings and the confusion 
endemic to a huge church gathering, there is strong evidence 
that the Southern Baptist Convention has outgrown the 
rather cruel epithets applied to it by unkind critics of past 
years.

“There seems to be a slow shift toward a centrist position

in American church life, though generalizations on such a 
trend need to be accepted with caution. Belligerent conserva
tives are listened to, but few of their recommendations are 
accepted in totality.

“If there is any particular danger the SBC faces, it is the 
possibility of succumbing to the subtle temptations of 
triumphalism and the efficiency experts’ siren call to centralize 
power. But Southern Baptists are possibly America’s last 
individualists and they ought to be able to negotiate these 
hazards.

“The Southern Baptist Convention is a megalopolis among 
all the Protestant cities of God, and while humility may be an 
elusive virtue in the church, we hope that Southern Baptists 
will pursue it vigorously as they build their kingdom.”

This evaluation speaks to churches as well.—Jack U. 
Harwell, editor, The Christian Index, (GA)
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Beirut Still At War; Baptists Still At Work
By Ruth Fowler

RICHMOND—With growing crops and 
crowded stores, life seems remarkably nor
mal in some parts of Lebanon—but in Bei
rut, lost lives, military troops and piles of 
garbage tell the story of a continuing war.

J. D. Hughey, the Southern Baptist For
eign Mission Board’s secretary for Europe, 
the Middle East and South Asia, visited 
Beirut for two days and nights during a 
recent tour of his administrative area. He 
wanted to see for himself what life was like 
in Beirut.

Hughey, along with Southern Baptist mis
sionaries Mr. and Mrs. William O. Hem, 
William T. (Pete) Dunn and the David W. 
King family, made the journey from Jordan, 
traveling for 13 hours—twice as long as the 
trip would have taken during normal times.

“We saw many Syrian troops and Phalan- 
gists along the way, but we also saw crops 
growing in the field,” said Hughey. “We saw 
many houses along the way that had been 
burned out or demolished. On the other 
hand, we saw many houses that were nor
mal.”

Americans United Director
Installation Set

SILVER SPRING, Md.—Andrew Leigh 
Gunn was formally installed as executive 
director of Americans United for Separation 
of Church and State at a dinner to be held 
today at 7:00 p.m., at the National Presby
terian Center in Washington, D.C.

Speakers at the dinner were Rep. James 
Corman (D.-Cal.) and United Methodist 
Bishop Edward G. Carroll. The invocation 
and benediction were pronounced by United 
Methodist Bishop James K. Mathews and 
Rabbi Richard S. Stemberger of the Union 
of Hebrew Congregations. Jimmy R. Allen, 
president of Americans United and former 
president of the Texas Baptist Convention, 
presided.

Gunn, formerly pastor of Grace United 
Methodist Church, Gaithersburg, Md., was 
named to head the 29-year-old religious 
liberty organization on April 5. He suc
ceeded Glenn L. Archer, who retired after 
having led the interfaith organization since 
its founding in 1947.

Gunn has long been active in social jus
tice matters in Maryland.

Americans United has achieved promi
nence through litigation and educational 
campaigns in defense of religious liberty 
and church-state separation. The group has 
been a principal sponsor of successful suits 
before the Supreme Court in recent years 
defending the right of citizens to support 
religious institutions voluntarily. (C/SNS)

One of the first items on the agenda was 
a survey of the damages done to the Herns’ 
home.

“The house had actually been hit five 
times. There were gaping holes in the walls 
of the study and of the master bedroom. 
It is a one story house except for one bed
room on a second floor which was demol
ished. There was also a hole in the dining 
room,” Hughey said. “It was clear that if 
people had been in certain parts of the 
house when it was hit they would have been 
killed. But the Herns had left two weeks 
before the hits. The Kings had slept there 
two nights before the bombs hit.”

As soon as it was safe, the Herns’ remain
ing furniture and possessions were moved to 
the dining room of the Arab Baptist Semi
nary in the Monsourieh area.

“What impressed me most about the 
Herns,” Hughey said, “was not that they 
grieved over what they found ruined, but 
over and over again they exclaimed with 
joy over what was still there.”

Among the things found was Mrs. Hern’s 
favorite study Bible and a printed text which 
had hung on the office wall. It read, “the 
eternal God is our refuge and underneath 
are the everlasting arms” (Deut. 33:27).

Arab Baptist Seminary Damaged
The seminary itself has two holes in the 

roof where shells came through. “I had 
never realized how a building is affected. 
The shells evidently did not explode inside 
so there was not the damage expected. They 
came through the roof, making clean holes, 
peeling back the steel supports as if they 
were tin.”

All the windows of the seminary were 
broken in the front and the back by shells. 
“I don’t think any of them were aimed at 
the seminary,” Hughey said, “but the semi
nary is just a mile and a half from the 
recently fallen Tela’ Zaatar camp.

“It’s rather unlikely the seminary will be 
open in the fall,” Hughey continued. “An 
alternative will be to hold training courses 
for pastors and prospective pastors and lay
men in different places.”

The seminary continued last spring 
through all of its classes and graduated one 
student. The Beirut Baptist School remained 
open throughout the year and for the first 
time in its history held summer school, offer
ing courses in typing, English, music, art 
and preaching. Five young men studying 
preaching are conducting a service every 
afternoon in the church adjoining the school 
with about 30 people attending. They are 
doing the preaching themselves.

Emma Cooke and Mabel Summers, both 
Southern Baptist missionaries, have been 
teaching at the Beirut Baptist School.

All of the churches that have been heard 
from are continuing to meet, despite the 

death of the First Lebanese Baptist in early 
August. She ran outside to help her daugh
ter, who was hurt by sniper fire and was 
killed.

“I think the missionaries who have stayed 
have been a great encouragement to the 
Lebanese Baptists who have had to stay 
and to other people as well,” Hughey said. 
“The fact the seminary was able to com
plete its year’s program is a very, very 
significant thing. There’s nothing that seems 
much more important than training Christian 
leaders for that part of the world.

“I think the fact that the Beirut Baptist 
School was kept open so much of the year 
and was able to hold the graduation service 
a few weeks ago said something to the whole 
community,” Hughey continued. “The pres
ence of the missionaries has said, ‘We love 
Lebanon, we love the Lebanese people, we 
love the Lord. We are here because we are 
needed here.’ ”

Hughey went on to say he had made it 
clear the missionaries shouldn’t stay simply 
to protect property which might be occupied 
if they left, because the missionaries’ lives 
are infinitely more valuable than any prop
erty.

“I would be so much more comfortable, 
really, if they were all out and safe. Yet, 
I’m filled with admiration for those who 
have felt they ought to stay. I’m full of confi
dence, also, in those who have felt the time 
had come for them to leave,” Hughey said. 
“I think it would have been a terrible mis
take for the entire missionary group in 
Lebanon to have stayed.”

Hughey and some of the missionaries left 
safely after two days’ stay. Others were 
retained at the border, sleeping at an inn at 
night and waiting during the day to be 
allowed to cross. It was four days before 
they were permitted to go to Jordan.

Southern Baptist missionaries still in Leba
non are the Kings, Emma Cooke and Mabel 
Summers. (BP)

Seven Instructors Join 
Union Faculty

Seven new instructors have joined the 
faculty at Union University, according to 
college president Robert E. Craig.

The new faculty members include Philip 
Stephen Cary as music instructor; Meredith 
Luck Jr., assistant professor of art; Verne 
L. McCabe, instructor of English, journal
ism, and speech; and Cynthia Powell, lan
guage instructor.

Other appointments include Melanie Mc
Leod, Kathie B. Richardson, and Virginia 
Tomlinson as instructors in the Union 
Nursing Dept. The appointments bring the 
total faculty members to 70, Craig noted.
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Associations, Who Needs Them?
j:

By Harold D. Gregory

Associations, who needs them? Baptists 
and every Baptist Church and Convention, 
that’s who! At this time some 1200 asso
ciations of churches in the Southern Baptist 
Convention, are fully involved in planning 
and conducting their annual or fall meet
ings. The first such meeting of record was 
in Abergaveny, Wales in 1653, although 
there are indications that associations were 
organized and functioning there as early as 
the seventh century. Thus you see that 
associations are well established as the oldest 
cooperative unit in Baptist life, and were in 
operation 161 years before the first national 
or triennial convention in this country, and 
170 to 200 years before our state conven
tions. Today there are approximately 3000 
associations in all the Baptist conventions 
and unions of the world.

Varied opinions may be found as to the 
role and usefulness of the association. Some 
ill-informed persons have been heard to say 
that they have outlived their support. Those 
who are only nominally involved in the work 
of associations are rather indifferent to the 
whole subject. But what is the role of the 
association, and how important is its func
tion in Baptist life today?

Fellowship—is always listed as the basic 
purpose of an association. Associations are 
composed of churches of like faith and 
order in one or more counties or parts of 
counties. So an association begins with 
churches which feel the need of a fellow
ship. A New Testament Church is, strictly 
speaking, a “fellowship”, a “koinonia”, of 
baptized believers in Christ, called together 
out of the world, into an ecclesia under the 
leadership of the Holy Spirit, into a self- 
governing community. This fellowship of a 
church is based upon togetherness in doc
trine, a “fellowship of kindred minds” and 
is built and grows around common beliefs 
in “One Lord, one faith, one baptism”. So 
you see that a church is a fellowship.

If you want to kill the fellowship and 
hence the church, just let an individual or a 
group bring into that body some strange or 
heretical doctrine. A church has the scrip
tural right and responsibility to see that 
doctrinal purity is maintained, and should 
faithfully exercise New Testament discipline 
as a guardian of the truth.

Likewise, associations of churches are 
drawn together as a fellowship of kindred

*++***+**+***+*+*+*+m++*++++f++*+*++++ 
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minds-. An association is the only unit of our 
denomination which a church petitions for 
the privilege of fellowship. Associations are 
the only units in our Baptist structure 
(except perhaps a few newer state conven
tions), that require a doctrinal statement of 
faith from churches seeking fellowship. An 
association is but the extension of the 
fellowship of the churches, and like the 
churches, being autonomous—can accept, 
postpone or reject a petition from a church 
on the basis of doctrine or polity or if they 
feel the motive, spirit or location is wrong. 
They also have the right and responsibility, 
in love, to withdraw fellowship from a 
church out of harmony with established 
(constitution and by-laws) doctrine, or prac
tice, or if otherwise disorderly. The asso
ciation also, like a church, is responsible for 
restoring churches to fellowship—when they 
make proper amends. Associations do not 
exist for themselves or to maintain pro
grams, except as they benefit the churches.

Service—is the other general term used to 
characterize the purpose of associations. 
This has to do with work planned and 
undertaken by churches in association with 
each other. They pool their resources and 
efforts to conduct programs or projects 
together which no church however large, 
could do on their own. These programs 
involve the participation of churches in 
beginning new missions and new churches, 
in strategic locations; evangelism, steward
ship and educational programs designed to 
strengthen existing churches and to enlist 
and involve them in ministering to all types 
of needs of people. .We must continue to 
learn as associations to interpret the word 
service in compassion and concerted action.

Just how important are associations in the 
current scheme of things for Baptists. As 
you look at the various Baptist conventions 
and unions around the world, and prac
tically all of the churches in them work 
through associations, you will find their 
work progressing to the degree of usefulness 
they make of associations.

T. L. Holcomb and J. N. Barnett of the 
Baptist Sunday School Board, and J. B. 
Lawrence and Courts Redford of the Home 
Mission Board, saw the strategic importance 
and potential of associations in the early 
1940’s and began to emphasize them in new 
approaches to Southern Baptist life and 
work. S. F. Dowis joined the Home Mission 
Board staff in 1941, and in the next 20 years 
devoted his life sacrificially to the develop
ment of rural and metropolitan missions, 
through associations across the convention. 
We are deeply indebted to him for the 
tremendous thrust in associational mission 
work in that period, upon which we continue 
to build.

At the beginning of this awakened interest 
there were no more than sixty associations 
in the Southern Baptist Convention who had 
associational missionaries. Today there are 
approximately 800 directors of missions 
serving over 1000 of the 1200 associations 
in our convention. We have 66 in Tennessee 
alone. This has been the most effective single 
frontier in setting forward the total thrust 
of world missions in our whole denomina
tional structure. Of course this has been 
done through the cooperation of the State 
conventions and other Southern Baptist 
Convention agencies. We are deeply in
debted to this host of missions directors 
who have served so sacrificially in this 
strategic role.

Associations had been important all along 
and had quietly, unobtrusively been per
forming their vital functions, but because of 
their seemingly feeble, often poorly attended 
meetings with limited programs and support, 
they were often thought to be unimportant. 
Let us consider some of the ways in which 
they are vital. Associations, because of their 
strategic position and their doctrinal require
ments for fellowship have, in my opinion, 
had more to do with the unity, doctrinal 
integrity and stability of our convention than 
any other single factor. I believe they have 
been a more positive unifying force than our 
educational or publishing operations, as im
portant as their contributions may have 
been. While our conventions and associa
tions are structured alike—in that each is 
made up of messengers, for the most part, 
state conventions make no doctrinal require
ments of cooperating churches and, with 
few exceptions, make no effort to enforce 
them. It is also usually accepted practice 
that if a church is in fellowship with an 
association, they are almost always con
sidered in fellowship with the convention. 
Very few, if any, churches are affiliated with 
a convention and not an association. The 
number of messengers from churches to 
conventions is usually determined by the 
size of the church and the number of dollars 
given through the Cooperative Program. 
Associational affiliation is based on doctrine!

Another vital area in which associations 
function is in the collection, compiling and 
sharing of records from the churches. Each 
year, at this time, associational clerks who 
fulfill a tremendously important role as 
semi-volunteer workers, are engaged in the 
arduous task of distributing church letter 
forms to church clerks, and the still more

(Continued on page 13)

Gregory served as director of missions for Nash
ville Baptist Association from 1939-75. He is pres
ently retired and living in Madison, Tenn.

Baptist And Reflector



UNIFORM SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, September 26, 1976

Set Free To Serve
By W. Clyde Tilley 

Acting Chairman, Department of Religion and Philosophy 
Union University, Jackson, Tennessee

Basic Passage: Galatians 5:13-6:18
Focal Passages: Galatians 5:13-15; 25 to 6:10

In our previous lessons in Galatians, we 
have observed how the Judaizers presented 
a danger to Christian freedom, the danger 
that this freedom may be given up to 
bondage to the law. In this lesson, we must 
observe that there was yet another danger, 
the danger that this freedom might be given 
up to bondage to the flesh. It was certainly 
possible that the Christian’s freedom from 
the law might be interpreted in terms of a 
life-style that gave right of way to unbridled 
lust. People who advocated this interpreta
tion were called antinomians (anti—against; 
nomos—law). Paul is aware of this inherent 
danger when he urges the Galatians to “use 
not liberty for an occasion to the flesh” (v. 
13). Liberty was not to be interpreted as 
license.

Several preliminary considerations should 
be helpful in dealing with the antinomian 
tendency: (1) When Paul talks about, our 
being free from the law, he is primarily 
talking about the ceremonial law, the law of 
religious rituals and ceremonies. (2) Al
though our salvation depends upon our
keeping neither the ceremonial nor the
moral law, yet the moral law (the law
regulating our daily conduct in relation to 
other people), can give guidance for living a 
life of responsible freedom. (3) The right
eousness and freedom that Christ gives 
enables us not so much to avoid the right
eous demands of the law as it enables us to 
achieve those demands in a way that we 
could not part from his gift of grace. (4) 
Freedom can never be separated from re
sponsibility without endangering freedom. 
We are liberated for a purpose and that 
purpose is to serve. This means that our 
freedom is not an unconditioned freedom 
but has several conditioning factors placed 
upon it in order to safeguard and maintain 
it. In the ethical section of the letter, Paul 
indicates what some of these conditioning 
factors are.

The Law of Love (5:13-15)
What Paul says about love as a condition

ing factor upon our freedom reminds us 
that the purpose of our liberation is to free 
us for service which we are called to do in a 
spirit of love: “by love serve one another” 
(v. 13). He reminds us of the greatest com
mandment of love in terms of which the 
entire law is fulfilled (v. 14; Cf. Leviticus 

19:8; Matthew 22:35-40). How does the 
love-commandment fulfill the entire law? 
Presumably by compressing the essential 
feature of all of the seven hundred plus laws 
of the Old Testament so that a person who 
could live the life of love required by this 
commandment would automatically find 
himself above reproach with regard to the 
spirit and intention of the other laws. A 
popular translation of St. Augustine puts it 
this way: “Love God and do what you will.” 
However, one must be sure that his love for 
God is both mature and informed. Other
wise this becomes but another statement of 
antinomianism. The opposite of service 
through love is expressed in verse 16 in 
terms of a rather sophisticated cannibalism 
in which people “bite and devour” one 
another.

The Law of the Spirit (5:16-26)
The Spirit of God in which true freedom 

is found is opposed to both the flesh (w. 
16-17) and the law (v. 18). As such, walking 
in the Spirit (vv. 16, 25) assures that we will 
not err either in the direction of legalism or 
antinomianism. Paul catalogues a list both 
of the works of the flesh and of the fruit of 
the Spirit to show how antithetical they are 
to each other. It is instructive that he speaks 
of “fruit” rather than “works” of the Spirit. 
This choice of words is fortunate because it 
conveys the non-legalistic, spontaneous, 
God-centered approach to righteousness that 
Paul has urged throughout. One does not 
perform works; because of the Spirit of 
God in him he produces fruit.

The Spirit of God is non-legalistic but it 
is not illegalistic. That is to say that the fruit 
of the Spirit is not in violation of the law 
since “against such there is no law” (v. 23).

Since the Spirit is in opposition to the 
flesh the negative counterpart to walking in 
the Spirit is crucifying the flesh (v. 24). The 
Spirit of God is active and productive in us 
only when “passions and desires” have been 
nailed to the cross.

The Law of Maturity (6:1-7)
Serving through love involves a helpful 

and gentle disposition toward those who 
become guilty of moral failure. The goal of 
such helpfulness and gentleness should be 
that of restoring the erring (v. la). One will 
find this attitude encouraged in himself if he 

will but recall in humility that the same 
moral failure could have been his (v. lb). 
A famous evangelist of another generation 
is reported to have commented upon seeing 
a drunken man in the gutter: “But for the 
grace of God, there I lie.” The absence of 
such humility is strongly censored as self
deception (v. 3) and the suggestion is made 
that the reason why people are sometimes 
judgmental rather than helpful toward the 
weak is to make themselves seem morally 
superior (v. 4). Because of this, Paul urges 
a level of spiritual maturity and achievement 
that will not make it necessary for the 
Christian to find someone morally inferior 
with which to compare himself.

Verses 2 and 5 provide an interesting 
study in contrasts. The former verse tells us 
we are to “bear one another’s burdens”; the 
latter, that each man will have to “bear his 
own.” How are the verses to be reconciled? 
Verse 5 is setting forth an ideal, what each 
person should envision and expect of him
self. Verse 2 is reckoning with the realistic 
situation of our world in which many people 
are not that mature. Justice requires that 
each person bear his own load. Love in the 
face of injustice is willing to carry its own 
load and also that of a weaker brother. 
Humility is willing to accept help when it is 
needed. Although we tend to expect more 
of others than we do from ourselves, Chris
tian maturity would require us to reverse 
that expectation. The Christian growth pro
cess would move us from a relationship of 
dependence to one of independence to the 
supreme level of interdependence, giving 
and taking as love and need require.
The Law of the Harvest (6:7-10)

One variety of self-deception has been 
mentioned in verse 3. Another is mentioned 
here: the belief that because one is free he 
can avoid the law of the harvest. One does 
reap what he sows. This is applied to both 
the good harvest of the Spirit and the bad 
harvest of the flesh. Just as it is a warning to 
the fleshly sowers, it is an assurance to the 
spiritual sowers. Because of the promise of 
reaping eternal life, this should encourage us 
to prolong the time of our sowing (v. 9) and 
to enlarge the scope of our sowing (v. 10).
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Our People and Our Churches . . .
REVIVALS...

New Home Church of Boma, Stone Asso
ciation, reported revival services with Dan 
Maples, pastor of Quebec Church, Doyle, 
doing the preaching. James Anderson, minis
ter of music at New Home of Boma, led 
the music. Special music was presented by a 
quartet from Quebec Church and by the 
youth choir of the New Home of Boma. 
According to pastor Robert Markham, 75 
per cent of the church membership attended 
services every night

Rover Church, New Duck River Associa
tion, held revival services with Eual Ursery, 
pastor of Little Hope Church, Clarksville, 
doing the preaching. Song leader was John 
White, College Grove Church. There were 
four rededications, one life commitment to 
Christian service, and several other deci
sions. David R. Wall is pastor.

Freddie Gage, Houston, Tex., completed 
revival services in a crusade at Tennessee 
Avenue Church, Bristol. There were over 
70 professions of faith and many other 
decisions. Willard B. Tallman is pastor at 
Tennessee Avenue.

Giles County conducted an eight night 
county-wide crusade at the Sam Davis Park 
with Gerald L. Stow, pastor, Cookeville 
First Church, serving as evangelist. Don 
Madaris, Brentwood Church, Brentwood, 
was in charge of the music. Clarence K. 
Stewart, pastor of Pulaski First Church, was 
chairman of arrangements. There were 35 
professions of faith and over 100 rededica
tions.

Rose Hill Church, Memphis, reported re
vival services with Randy Bostick serving as 
evangelist. Bostick is son of the church’s 
pastor, R. J. Bostick. There were 20 deci
sions. The younger Bostick is pastor of Pine
grove Church in Mississippi.

Savannah First Church held revival ser
vices and reported 18 professions of faith, 
15 baptisms, and 31 rededications. John H. 
Humphrey and Paul Griz led the services. 
John Osborne is pastor.

Evangelist Jerry Spencer led revival ser
vices for West Paris Church, Paris. There 
were 10 professions of faith, one by letter, 
one surrender to mission work, and numer
ous rededications. Doug Braden led the 
revival music. Braden is minister of music 
at West Paris. Bill Robbins is pastor.

Southside Church, Dyersburg, held revi
val services with John Humphrey and Paul 
Griz. There were 25 professions of faith 
and many rededications. Joe T. Naylor is 
pastor.

Vincent Cervera, Greenville, S.C., served
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CHURCHES...
Members bf Main Street Church, Lake 

City, dedicated the new 1975 Baptist Hym
nal for the church. A gift from the family of 
Clay Foust launched the drive to secure the 
hymnals for the church. The Floyd Parks 
family added a substantial gift, and the 
remainder of the hymnals were pledged 
within a month. The special dedication ser
vice consisted of hymns and arrangements 
from the new hymnal. Darrell Hodge is 
minister of music. Ray Jones Jr. is pastor.

Hickory Grove Church, Fayette Associa
tion, held open house for the parsonage. 
Frank Wood is the church’s pastor.

Greenhills Church, one of the newest 
churches in Shelby Association, held ground
breaking ceremonies earlier this month. The 
church began as a mission sponsored by 
Collierville First Church. It was constituted 
into a church in March 1975 with Jesse 
Newton bringing the message. New facilities 
will be built on the land now owned by 
Greenhills and will include a temporary 
auditorium and educational facilities. It will 
be a two-story structure with a seating capac
ity of 237. Ted Downen, Downen Brothers 
Construction Co., will be the contractor. 
Michael O’Brien is pastor at Greenhills. The 
church has grown from 43 members to 160 
presently.

Fordtown Church, Holston Association, 
held note-burning ceremonies recently. 
Frank Proffitt, former pastor and leader in 
the building program, brought the message. 
Harold Reed is interirn pastor.

Keith Springs Church, Duck River Asso
ciation, is building a sanctuary from moun
tain stone. The construction is being done 
by various workers. Dedication is set tenta
tively for the third Sunday in November. 
Howard McGehee is pastor.

as evangelist for revival at Springfield 
Church, Springfield. There were nine profes
sions of faith, two additions by letter, sev
eral rededications, and 103 young people 
making commitments youth night. John D. 
Adams is pastor.

Harmony Church, Dyer Association, was 
led in revival by W. W. Shanklin, evangelist, 
and William Parnell leading the singing. 
There was one addition by letter and three 
rededications. Fred Vantrease is pastor.

Dennis Beal led revival services for Enon 
Church, Halls. There were several rededica
tions, one addition by letter, and other deci
sions. Virgil Presley is pastor.

PEOPLE...
Members of Temple Church, Memphis, 

honored Mrs. Cubie Gresham who has 
served the church1 in the library ministry for 
25 years. She has served as an officer in 
Shelby County and as vice president in the 
state library association.

Bruce Coyle, pastor of Highland Heights 
Church, Memphis, observed his fifth anni
versary as pastor of that church. He began 
there on Sept. 1, 1971.

Bethel Church, Beulah Association, or
dained Eddie Powell and Buddy Cochran as 
deacons. Richard McCarver is pastor.

R. Lloyd Rich, Sunday School teacher of 
adults at Bean Station First Church, received 
a Sunday School attendance pin for 36 years 
of perfect attendance. Rich has traveled in 
48 states, including Hawaii and Alaska. He 
has made two trips to the Holy Land. L. C. 
Davis is his pastor.

Two Rivers Church, Nashville, licensed 
Tierce Green and Jerry Allen to the gospel 
ministry. Green attends Samford University, 
and Allen is a student at Belmont College. 
The service was led by Jim Henry and Fer
ris Jordan.

Clyde Fritz, Richard Halcomb, and 
Weeks Eggers were ordained as deacons at 
Ball Camp Church, Knox County Associa
tion. Jim Ely, Valley Grove Church, brought 
the message.

Seminary Names Pitt
To New Development Post

LOUISVILLE—Phillip R. Pitt, former 
assistant to the president of Belmont Col
lege, a Baptist school in Nashville, Tenn., 
has been named director of institutional 
support at The Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary here, according to Wesley M. Pat- 
tillo, vice-president for development.

Pitt will be primarily responsible for cul
tivating support for the seminary among 
business corporations and charitable founda
tions.

He holds the bachelor of arts degree from 
Union University in Jackson, Tenn., and the 
master of divinity and doctor of ministry 
degrees from The Southern Baptist Theologi
cal Seminary.

In addition to five years on the adminis
trative staff at Belmont, Pitt was pastor of 
several churches in Tennessee and Ken
tucky. His most recent post was with Don 
Elliott and Associates, a development con
sulting firm in Nashville. (BP)

Baptist And Reflector



The Day The Mountain Exploded
By W. C. Fields 

Director, Baptist Press

A volcano in the Caribbean is threatening 
to blow a mountain apart and rain destruc
tion and death on the green and fertile 
countryside around it.

La Soufriere, towering over the butterfly
shaped islands of Guadeloupe, has been 
shaking in agony from primordial fires deep 
within its bosom.

Molten lava, boiling mud, toxic gases, 
volcanic ash and projectiles have been hurled 
from its depths, arousing fearful memories 
of a catastrophe which once rocked a 
neighboring island.

At 7:50 on the morning of May 8, 1902, 
the nearby green island paradise of Marti
nique was shattered by massive volcanic ex
plosions which wiped out the seaside city 
of St. Pierre.

In three minutes, 30,000 people died in a 
huge fireball of gas and volcanic dust. Only 
one person, a prisoner in a hillside dungeon, 
survived.

Photos taken a few days later remind one 
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. The tumbled 
ruins of St. Pierre’s cathedral still attest to 
the violence in which the city died.

A modest museum there today contains 
fragments of the horror which fell upon the 
people and their proud “little Paris of the 
West Indies”: a blackened flute with melted 
keys; a trumpet twisted grotesquely; nails 
fused into a blob; a bunch of keys welded 
into a mass; the poor box from a church 
with the coins run together; and a headless 
statue of Christ with arms still outstretched.

The visitor can ponder other evidence of 
this frightful holocaust: a molten spiked 
fence; books with blackened leaves; singed 
checks on the Banque de France, never 
cashed; spaghetti, rice and coffee carbonized 
in the bowls from which they were about 
to be served.

Ships in St. Pierre’s harbor, ignited by 
the incandescent, sulphurous cloud, burned 
to their waterlines and sank.

Most poignant of all the museum relics 
are blackened wedding rings, the body of a 
child charred into a pathetic cinder, and 
pocket watches that stopped at the moment 
the world ended for these tragic people.

That eruption of Mt. Pelee ranks among 
the most awesome displays of nature’s 
destructive power ever seen by man.

Mt. Vesuvius, which dominates the Bay 
of Naples, the most famous of killer vol
canoes. broke open with apocalyptic force 
in August, 79 AD. It buried Pompeii, which 
had a population of 20,000. Mud flows like
wise covered Herculaneum and Stabiae.

Krakatoa, on an island in the Sunda 
Strait between Sumatra and lava, erupted 
catastrophically August 27, 1883. The ex
plosion was heard 2500 miles away. It 
blasted a depth of 1000 feet in the ocean 
and set off a tidal wave that killed 35,000.
Thursday, September 23, 1976

ST. PIERRE, MARTINIQUE, and 30,000 inhabitants were wiped out in minutes when 
Mt. Pelee erupted in 1902. Threats of a similar eruption on nearby Guadeloupe have 
put missionaries on emergency schedules working with thousands of evacuees.

There have been many other lesser calami
ties when the molten rock cauldron inside 
the earth’s shifting crust broke out and 
played havoc among scurrying, frightened 
people.

In Guadeloupe, Southern Baptist mission
aries are among those now assisting the 
72,000 people evacuated from the fissured 
slopes and foothills of 4813-foot La Sou
friere. Scientists at the scene are able to 
make only educated guesses as to whether 
there will be a monstrous eruption, or when 
the danger will pass.

The guessing game has potentially fatal 
consequences for the worried refugees from 
Basse Terre, the island’s capitol which sits 
by the sea with the great groaning mountain 
hanging over it.

The homes of the well-to-do at St. Claude 
higher up on the slopes now can be death
traps. And humble villagers in the danger 
zone for miles around the smoking, spitting, 
splitting, tormented “sulphur mine,” wait 
disconsolately at a distance for a safe time 
to return to their sugar cane patches and 
banana groves.

And they remember Mt. Pelee and the 
unfortunate victims of St. Pierre!

Martinique, like Guadeloupe, is an un
likely looking place for vast tragedies. To
day, as in 1902, it is a green island paradise 
in many respects, blessed by nature with 
permanent June weather, an abundance of 
fruit and flowers, breath-taking mountain 
scenery, a jewel set in a background of 
cobalt blue seas.

Both island-states are provinces of France. 
Their social, educational and economic 
problems are somewhat camouflaged by 
sunshine, gentle trade winds and thousands 
of smiling tourists whose involvement with 
these friendly people seldom extends beyond 
a week or two.

The local residents, not unlike other tropi
cal peoples, have a rather lighthearted view 
of many things, often including religion. 
Missionaries and other religious leaders 
work hard for victories that measure small 
on the world’s scales.

But La Soufriere and Mt. Pelee are star
tling reminders of ultimate realities—and 
mysteries—of life. For all of us!

Smoking volcanoes, bone-jarring earth
quakes, hurricanes and typhoons, drouths, 
and other uncontrollable forces around us 
pose some searching questions about who 
we are and where we are headed.

In a time that seems to be fraught with 
calamities, so frequently marked by catas
trophes that are almost biblical in their 
scope, it is rather clear that frail and fragile 
man is still not much more than that tiny 
millimeter against the sky.

Far from ruling the earth, we are still 
at the mercy of many forces which we can 
not fully comprehend nor control.

Mt. Pelee and the doomed people of St. 
Pierre—and La Soufriere and those who 
wait and watch around it—are sobering re
minders that we earthlings are still perilously 
perched between our planet and heaven, 
always on the edge of eternal mysteries that 
point us beyond the creation to the Creator. 
(BP)
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Praying Just Isn’t All That Difficult
By Robert S. Scales

One reason that the average person does 
not pray more is that to many praying is a 
very difficult spiritual exercise—and it need 
not be.

We come by this false conception easily. 
Some have drawn their opinion from their 
observation of public praying, which to most 
is quite difficult, and to many is impossible, 
at least in their own thinking. Others get 
their conception of prayer from their ex
perience in around-the-clock type prayer 
meetings in which they have participated. 
Most have found that after a few minutes 
they have run out of anything to say, and to 
continue, even for a fifteen or thirty minute 
period, becomes trying and burdensome.

Our conceptions of prayer are also in
fluenced by the examples that are held up 
before us of “great” men or women of 
prayer. Usually these are persons who spend 
great lengths of time in praying, some of 
them long before dawn or late into the 
night. Many of these are eloquent and 
persuasive in their pleadings before God.

We also have been conditioned to believe 
that we must be prepared to “pray through” 
whatever time or however much strenuous 
effort is required.

But prayer is just not all that difficult.
Praying is not a matter for just the 

polished persuasive pleader. Praying is for 
all of us. Sometimes it does not require 
words at all. Who has not had the experi
ence of being so overcome that words failed 
but the heart cried out unto God deep feei
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ings of need or of praise or thanksgiving.
Paul wrote, “Likewise the Spirit also 

helpeth our infirmities: for we know not 
what we should pray for as we ought: but 
the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us 
with groanings which cannot be uttered.” 
(Rom. 8:26)

The New Testament reveals to us that 
when we do use words they do not have 
to be many.

This applies to all kinds of praying. In the 
examples of petition recorded in the New 
Testament we see the effectiveness of the 
briefest and simplest of prayers.

Look at the publican who simply cried, 
“God be merciful to me a sinner.” Jesus 
said he went away “justified,” saved. Any
one can say that much. The thief on the 
cross requested, “Lord, remember me when 
thou comest into thy kingdom,” and Jesus 
said they would be together that very day 
in his kingdom. Two blind men cried out 
to Jesus, “Thou Son of David, have mercy 
upon us.” This is typical of the brevity and 
yet sincerity of most of the New Testament 
prayers of petition.

Could there be anything more natural and 
easy to do than what Jairus did? He came to 
Jesus and said, “My daughter is even now 
dead: come lay your hand upon her, and she 
shall live.” (Matt. 9:18) That was an inter
cessory prayer to which Jesus responded. 
The prayer of the centurion was very similar 
when he said to Jesus, “Lord, my servant 
lieth at home sick of the palsy, grievously 
tormented.” (Matt. 8:6) He thought just 
telling Jesus the need, was enough. And it 
was.

The examples of prayers of thanksgiving 
and praise are about as scarce in the New 
Testament as they are in life. People were 
evidently no different then than now.

Some think of prayer as difficult because 
they believe they must see some solution 
before they ask. This is definitely not neces
sary as demonstrated in the experience of 
Mary with Jesus at the wedding in Cana of 
Galilee. When she learned that the host was 
without wine she simply went to Jesus and 
said to him, “They have no wine.” She had 
no idea how he would go about solving that 
problem. She believed, however, that he 
would do something for she said to the 
servants, “Whatsoever he saith unto you, do 
it.”

Some may think that I have oversimplified 
the matter of prayer—but not so. Praying 
is just not all that difficult! Jesus said we are 
not heard for our vain repetitions or our 
much speaking. Prayer should be a natural 
thing.

There are times when we should “enter 

into our closets” and carry on a lengthy 
conversation with our Heavenly Father but 
this is only a part of the experience of 
praying. Paul advised us to “pray without 
ceasing.”

Driving in the car, standing at the sink 
washing dishes, wherever we are at any 
given moment, it can become a.natural thing 
to talk to God. Whenever you have some
thing for which to be grateful, mention it to 
the Lord right then. You don’t have to wait 
to get into the closet to thank him, or 
petition him, or praise him.

Even on those occasions when the circum
stances call for persistence in praying, it is 
just not all that difficult, for we are talking 
to our Heavenly Father. We are talking to 
one who loves us more than we do our
selves. We are not talking to one whose will 
has to be broken down. God wants more 
than anything to bless us.

We don’t have to shout for God to hear 
us.

We don’t have to crawl for God to know 
whether we are humble.

We don’t have to shed tears for God to 
know whether we are sincere.

Praying just isn’t all that difficult.
Therefore, pray.
Reprinted from the Baptist Messenger, Okla.

Scales is pastor of Trinity Church, Oklahoma 
City, Okla.
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§ Laughs I
Patient: My right foot hurts, doctor.
Doctor: Nothing to worry about. It’s just 

old age.
Patient: “But doctor, my left foot is just 

as old. How come it doesn’t hurt?”
* * ■*

“To what do you attribute your remark
able health?”

“Well,” replied the old farmer, “I reckon 
I got a good start on most people by bein’ 
born before germs were discovered, thereby 
havin’ less to worry about.”

* * *
Jimmy: “Miss Jones, didn’t you say you’d 

give me a kiss if I would bring you some 
flowers for the classroom?”

Miss Jones: “Yes, I did.”
Jimmy: “Well, here’s the flowers. I’ve sold 

the kiss to my big brother for fifty cents.”
* * *

The trouble with the guy who talks too 
fast is that he often says something he 
hasn’t thought of yet..
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Noble Van Ness 
Dies In Maine

VINALHAVEN, Me.—Noble Van Ness, 
former employe of the Southern Baptist 
Sunday School Board and son of the late 
I. J. Van Ness, third executive secretary of 
the board, died Sept. 13 at his home here. 
He was 79 years old.

A Georgia native, Van Ness worked at 
the Sunday School Board in Nashville, 
Tenn., for 43 years before his retirement in 
1965. He served in several capacities, in
cluding managing editor of Sunday School 
Board periodicals and Broadman Press, 
publication director, head of the production 
department, manager of the operations de
partment and manufacturing consultant.

Van Ness was a member of the Immanuel 
Baptist Church, Nashville, for more than 
40 years, where he served as a deacon and 
Sunday School teacher and held several 
other positions.

On Vinalhaven, an island off Maine’s 
coast, he had been a member and chair
man of the school board, secretary-treasurer 
of the Lion’s Club and director of fund rais
ing for the Red Cross for the state of Maine. 
He was instrumental in establishing and 
active with the local chapter of National 
Conservancy to preserve islands and did 
occasional preaching in the local church.

Before he began work at the Sunday 
School Board, Van Ness was an instructor 
at Mars Hill (N. C.) College.

He was a graduate of Vanderbilt Univer
sity, Nashville, where he earned the B. S. 
degree. He had done graduate study at sev
eral universities.

His widow, Mrs. Bethann Van Ness, is 
an author and former executive director of 
the Nashville YWCA and manager of the 
Nashville Symphony.

He is survived by his wife; two daughters, 
Mrs. Thomas F. Bridges Jr., Port Washing
ton, N. Y., and Mrs. William Monin, 
Anchorage, Ky.; a son, John Van Ness, 
Jacksonville, Fla.; and a brother, Dr. Edwin 
Van Ness of Gulf Stream, Fla.

Funeral services were held on the island 
of Vinalhaven. (BP)

Middle State Pastors
To Meet October 4

The Middle Tennessee Baptist Pastors’ 
Conference will be held on Monday, Oct. 4, 
in the business administration building at 
Belmont College. The session will convene 
at 11 a.m., according to president Dwayne 
Sheumaker. Future meetings are scheduled 
for the first Monday of each month, Octo
ber through May, Sheumaker said.

The October program will feature a group 
discussion on “The Call to the Ministry” led 
by Roger Abington, pastor of Goodlettsville 
First Church. Tom Mosely, pastor, White 
House First Church, will bring the devo
tional; ...................... ....... U ... .

Thursday; September 23, 1976

30th Reunion An Event For Special Group
Members of the Girls’ Auxiliary and the 

Young Women’s Auxiliary of Nashville 
Third Church from 1916-23 will hold their 
30th annual reunion on Saturday, Oct. 2. 
The group will meet at Trevecca Towers in 
Nashville, according to Mrs. Robert Turner, 
a member of the group.

The first reunion was held in 1947 at the 
home of Mrs. C. D. Creasman in Donelson. 
Twenty-seven of the former members at
tended. Creasman served as pastor of Third 
Church from 1916-23, and it was through 
his and Mrs. Creasman’s efforts that the two
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4 European mountains
8 “not of corruptible

—” (1 Pet. 1)
12 Pub speciality
13 Descendant of Esau 

(Gen. 36:22)
14 Fail to win
15 “and------unto 

them” (2 Chron. 25)
18 Man’s name
19 Biblical character

(1 Ki. 4:10)
20 Insulting remarks
23 Fellow
25 Color
26 Desiccate

27 Gree« or oolong
30 “and out--------------”

(Rev. 22)
33 Old car
34 Kind of raiment 

(Luke 7:25)
35 Man’s name
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37 Astral bodies
38 Debate
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—” (Acts 7)
43 “spread------ in the 

way” (Matt. 21)
48 Collapsible shelter
49 Skin disease
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51 “for necessary —” 
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organizations grew in numbers and activities, 
Mrs. Turner pointed out.

There are 52 ladies on the roll with 
attendance at the reunion coming from nine 
states. There are five members who have 
never failed to attend, one being Mrs. 
Douglas Ginn, age 97. Death has claimed 
14 members since 1947. Most of the 
remaining members are in their 70’s.

In paying tribute to two of the members, 
Mrs. Turner stated, “The Christian princi
ples instilled by Mrs. Creasman and Mrs. 
Ginn have molded our lives and are exem
plified into the second and third generation.”

52 “ then — many of 
the Jews” (John 19)

53 Intersperse

DOWN

1 O.T. book: abbr.
2 Eskimo knife
3 Fenced city

(Josh. 19:35)
4 Man in the Bible

(1 Chron. 7:12; poss.)
5 Kind of star or stone
6 His name

(Isa. 9:6; 3 words)
7 Transgression
8 Slumber
9 Long time periods

10 Being
11 “counsel and — of 

them” (Luke 23)
16 Direction (Luke 13)
17 Cautious
20 Storage: abbr.
21 “Prince of —”

(Acts 3)
22 Preposition
24 Part of the multitude

(John 5:3)
26 Not waxen old 

(Deut. 29:5)
27 Row
28 Mountain in Sicily
29 Affirmatives
31 Chemical compound
32 Small jar
36 Prayers
37 “And Saul — David” 

(1 Sam. 17)
38 Aleutian island
39 The reciprocal of 

poise: pl.
40 Biological factor
42 Wild water buffalo
44 Fish
45 Land (Gen. 4:16)
46 Boxing term: abbr.
47 Pure essence of 

being: Hinduism
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Missionary’s Mother Killed In Accident
ARUSHA, Tanzania—Mrs. Eula Howell 

of Waco, Tex., mother of Mrs. Keith L. 
Oliphint, Southern Baptist missionary, was 
killed in a one-car accident near here Sept. 
12.

The Oliphints’ daughter, Wanda, who was 
driving the car, was not seriously injured.

A memorial service was held at Arusha 
Baptist Church. Burial will be in the United 
States.

The accident occurred when the car over
turned as Miss Oliphint swerved off the road 
to avoid hitting a pedestrian. They had been 

traveling to the Baptist Theological Semi
nary about 10 miles from Arusha.

Oliphint is administrative secretary for the 
organization of missionaries in East Africa 
(Kenya and Tanzania) and stewardship and 
evangelism secretary for the Tanzania Bap
tist Convention.

Mrs. Oliphint was born in Fort Worth, 
Tex., and grew up in Waco. Oliphint was 
born in Hemphill, Tex., and grew up in 
south Houston.

Mrs. Howell, who had been visiting in 
Tanzania for the summer, is survived by her 
daughter and three sons. (BP)

Union University Opens 
Seminary Extension Center

Ministers and laymen throughout West 
Tennessee who never had an opportunity to 
attend seminary can now receive advanced 
theological training at Union University, 
according to Bob Agee, dean of religious 
affairs at the Jackson college.

“Union has opened its new Seminary 
Extension Center as a means of helping 
area churchmen who would like to continue 
their theological education but never had a 
chance,” Agee said.

The three-year diploma program will be 
offered in evenings in cooperation with the 
college’s night classes at a cost of $35 per 
course per semester. Regular college en
trance requirements for enrolment will be 
waived.

Under supervision of the Union Univer
sity Office of Religious Affairs, curriculum 
recommended by the Seminary Extension 
Department of the Southern Baptist Conven
tion will serve as curriculum for the center.

At least one course each semester in the 
areas of Biblical, theological, and practical 
studies will be offered, making it possible for 
a student who wishes to carry a full load to 
complete the diploma requirements in three 
years. Some students, under certain condi
tions, will be able to complete the program 
in two and one-half years.

Graduates of the Union University Semi
nary Extension Center will be awarded a 
diploma in Pastoral Ministries or a diploma 
in Christian Leadership, Agee said. The pro
gram is open to laymen and ministers alike 
and will offer three courses each semester.

“A recent study of the geographical area 
surrounding Union reveals there are 579 
Southern Baptist churches located in 16 
associations. Nearly 375 of these churches, 
the study reported, are rural and many are 
served by pastors who have not had the 
opportunity for college or seminary educa
tion,” Agee explained.

“It is the desire of the Seminary Exten
sion Center to offer a plan of advanced 
theological study for these area ministers 
and laymen, regardless of denominational 
background, who want more intensive formal 
study without leaving their church field.”

Courses being offered this semester at 
Union are Pastoral Ministries, Christian 
Doctrine, and Old Testament Survey.

FOR SALE—22 Church Pews, 11 feet long, 
upholstered seat, used 4 years. Matching 
pulpit, front screens, platform furniture and 
altar. Also metal baptistry.

New Bethel Church
Harrison Bay Road
Harrison, Tenn. 37341
Phone 615/344-9283 or 344-3207 
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Associations, 
Who Needs Them?

(Continued from page 6)

difficult task of getting them back in time to 
get them compiled for associational minutes. 
These individual church records are vitally 
important in almost every area of our con
vention life, and there is simply no other 
plan or method for getting this information. 
Our state and convention-wide agencies 
would be hopelessly lost without this as
sistance.

Another vital role of the association is 
that of a channel through which organiza
tional structure state and convention-wide 
agencies transmit information and sugges
tions to the churches. Yes, in these impor
tant ways the role of the association is 
essential.

When you attend a Southern Baptist Con
vention and they have 20,000 messengers 
present, this is tremendously impressive and 
the fellowship is wonderful, but it would 
usually be less than one fourth of the 
35,000 churches represented. If you would 
be able to gather all the messengers in one 
vast football stadium from all the 33 state 
conventions within the Southern Baptist 
Convention this fall, you would exclaim 
“this is marvelous” and you would be 
greatly impressed, but these messengers 
would represent less than half of 35,000 
churches. But if you should be able to 
gather all the messengers who will attend 
all the twelve hundred district associational 
meetings in the Southern Baptist Convention 
this fall in one place—you would be over
whelmed. They would number over 225,000 
and there is no stadium in our land that 
would accommodate them. Over ninety per 
cent of the 35,000 churches would be repre
sented in these meetings.

Even in the more than 1000 associational 
executive committees held each month 
across our convention, you would have 
from half to two-thirds of all our 35,000 
churches represented. So do not underesti
mate the purpose, the programs, the per
formance, the power and importance of 
your association and the combined might 
of all the associations. This is where the 
action is closest to the churches.

Years ago I saw a drawing of a Boston 
Bull pup about to swat a bumble bee on a 
clover blossom. Underneath was the caption, 
“To be big, don’t belittle little things.”

When your church elects messengers for 
the fall meeting of the association, keep in 
mind that it is tremendously important that 
without fail they attend. Faithfully attend 
your associational meetings. Support them 
with your presence and your prayers. You 
and your church will be better for it, and so 
will your association, and all our state and 
convention-wide programs.

John Hurt Announces 
Retirement From Texas Paper

DALLAS—John J. Hurt, editor of the 
375,000-circulation Texas “Baptist Stan
dard” and dean of Southern Baptist state 
paper editors with almost 30 years’ tenure, 
has announced his retirement.

Hurt, who succeeded E. S. James in 1966 
as the first layman to edit the Texas Baptist 
news weekly, will reach the “Standard’s” 
mandatory retirement age of 68 in April, 
1977. He suggested to the “Standard’s” 
board of directors that it is time to begin 
the search for his successor.

He set no date for relinquishing the 
editorship. “Realizing your election of the 
next editor may be quick,” he said to the 
directors, “the date of retirement is at your 
convenience and that of the one you select. 
In effect, this is my resignation effective at 
your pleasure.”

Hurt began his career in journalism in 
1931 as reporter and later news editor for 
the “Jackson Sun.” He later became an 
Associated Press writer in Nashville and was 
chief of Associated Press bureaus in Chatta
nooga and Memphis. His father, John Jeter 
Hurt Sr., served as pastor of First Church, 
Jackson and became president of Union 
University in 1932.

Hurt came to Texas 10 years ago after 19

Baptist And Reflector
Subscription Rates Increase

During the past year, Baptist And Reflector has been hard hit by a num
ber of postal increases. In addition to the postal increases, the costs of paper 
and printing have gone up. The Board of Directors felt it necessary to increase the
rates, effective Oct.

Every Family 
Individual, $3.75.

Churches may 

1, 1976, as follows:
Plan, $2.81 per family per year; Club Plan, $3.40; and

subscribe to Baptist And Reflector through the Every 
the residentFamily Plan for 5Vi0 per family per week, providing that 50% of

families participate. This plan may be paid monthly, quarterly, or yearly. How
ever, it is easier for. Baptist And Reflector to send bills at the end of each 
month. This is a more accurate way of keeping up with the adds and drops which 
a church can make each month. Now, the Every Family Plan is the better buy. 

The Club Plan is available when a church does not send the paper to all of 
its church families or at least 50% of its resident homes. There must be at least 
10 subscriptions sent in at one time when the Club Plan is used, and the subscrip
tions are payable in advance at $3.40 per subscription.

Individual subscriptions are $3.75 per year, payable in advance.
Circulation of Baptist And Reflector is approximately 75,000.
Baptist And Reflector pays off in better informed church members. 

This results in better church attendance, increased departmental growth, increased 
giving, and better cooperation on church and denominational levels.
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years as editor of the Georgia Baptist paper, 
“The Christian Index.” He has the distinc
tion of having served the oldest in the net
work of the Southern Baptist state papers, 
the “Index”, and the largest, the “Standard.” 
He has served longer than any other active 
editor.

“Not a day has passed I did not thank 
God for the responsibilities and opportuni
ties for the service you and the ‘Standard’ 
have given me,” he told the directors.

He said Texas Baptists “are the world’s 
greatest, gracious with commendation and 
tolerant with failings” and praised the “Stan
dard” directors “for not once placing any 
limitations on the editors’ editorial freedom.”

Widely known among Texas Baptists and 
across the Southern Baptist Convention for 
his editorial style and his replies to letters 
to the editor, Hurt has also contributed to 
the news style approach utilized by most 
state Baptist papers today.

When Hurt became editor of “The Chris
tian Index” in 1947, the papers were largely 
journals edited for preachers. A veteran 
journalist, he changed the “Index” to a 
news magazine approach edited for laymen 
as well as preachers—thereby influencing 
approaches of other state Baptist papers.

Thursday, September 23, 1976 Page 13



LIFE AND WORK SERIES 
Lesson for Sunday, September 26,1976

Sustained By Hope
By Dr. W. R. White 

Baylor University, Waco, Texas

Basic Passages: Jeremiah 32; Ezra 1
Focal Passages: Jeremiah 32:1, 6-11; Ezra 1:1-4

The exiles were sustained by hope of 
return and restoration. It is more amazing 
that they had been sustained by the hope of 
return to Palestine during the last long 
dispersion.

Living either as captives or exiles and 
strangers in many lands over the whole 
earth must have been a terrible strain on 
the Hebrew people. Yet, they never de
spaired.

Hope is a great tonic to morale. The hope 
of Israel, as incredible as the situation 
seems, has proved to have been well 
founded.

We have the promises and presence of 
Christ as the basis of our hope as Christians. 
We may confidently persevere with great 
confidence, regardless of the outlook at 
times.

JEREMIAH EXHIBITS FAITH IN THE
FUTURE—Jeremiah 32:1, 6-11

The Lord revealed to Jeremiah that he 
should buy the property coming to him by 
an inheritance right through his nephew. 
To buy an inheritance right in a land under

To change or correct 
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include zip code. When changing ad
dress please give two weeks notice. 
Please write, do not call address 
changes to insure accuracy.
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a foreign power was a-great act of faith by 
Jeremiah who had so repeatedly predicted 
the captivity. He knew of the temporary 
domination of his country by a foreign 
power. Yet, he predicted the capture and 
recorded it.

REALISTIC BUT OBEDIENT—Jeremiah 
32:16-44

After Jeremiah’s great act of faith and 
prompt obedience, he confronted the fore
boding grimness of the facts before him. 
There was not a ray of hope in the darkness 
except through faith in God’s justice, in
tegrity and power. His faith seems to be 
almost wavering, yet he pours out his heart 
and stands by his action.

GOD KEEPS HIS WORD—Ezra 1:1-4
Cyrus, the Persian who had faith in one 

God very similar to the faith of Israel, was 
moved of Jehovah to build Him a house in 
Jerusalem.

He challenged any one among the cap
tives in exile to make a journey to Jerusalem 
in Judah and build a house for the Lord 
God of heaven.

He promised a special gift and called on 
his people to make an offering to the 
captives on their journey to Jerusalem to 
rebuild this temple.

This action must have stirred up a great 
hope in the hearts of the exiles from Judah. 
It was most reassuring.

DR WAYNE WARD

More Than a Travel Tour— 
An in-Depth Spiritual & Study Experience

COLLEGE AND SEMINARY CREDIT

DR. JERRY VARDAMAN
With Daily Lectures & Study Seminars 

Pastor, Layman, S.S. Teacher, Student—

Make This Trip of a Lifetime
NOW!

BIBLE LANDS SEMINAR & TOUR
With DR. WAYNE DEHONEY
Former President Southern Baptist Convention and

DR. DALE MOODY

HOLY LAND TOUR—11 DAYS—Departure, December 28
Write: Bible Land Travel, 2103 High Ridge Road

Louisville, Ky. 40207 Phone: (502) 893-5424

Paul Waters Dies In Jackson
Funeral services for Paul Waters, 59, 

Baptist minister, were held Wednesday, 
Sept. 1, at the First Church, Bemis, with 
David Q. Byrd and Pat Kough, pastor, offi
ciating. Burial was in Hollywood Cemetery, 
Jackson,

Waters died at Jackson-Madison County 
General Hospital after a long illness.

A native of Georgia, he attended Ten
nessee Temple College, Chattanooga, and 
was a member of the West Jackson Baptist 
Church, Jackson.

Waters held several pastorates in Ten
nessee, including Bartlebaugh Church, Chat
tanooga; Fort Sanders, Knoxville; Highland 
Park, Columbia; Bemis First; Walnut 
Grove, Harriman; and Bradford. His last 
pastorate was at Bethel Church, Henderson.

He leaves his widow, Mrs. Mary Suddarth 
Waters of Jackson; a daughter, Mrs. Jimmy 
Thrasher of Jackson; a son, Charles A. 
Waters of Memphis; his mother, Mrs. Sallie 
Mae Waters of Chattanooga; four sisters; 
three brothers; and two grandchildren.

Jess Moody To Accept
Pastorate In Van Nuys

WEST PALM BEACH, Fla.—Jess C. 
Moody has announced his resignation as 
pastor of the 5000-member First Baptist 
Church, a Southern Baptist congregation 
here, to accept the pastorate of the First 
Baptist Church, Van Nuys, Calif.

He will assume the pastoral responsibili
ties for the 12,000-member independent 
Baptist church, Oct. 10, succeeding Harold 
Fickett Jr., who resigned last year to become 
president of Barrington (R. I.) College.

Moody, a former president of the South
ern Baptist Convention’s Pastors’ Conference 
and pastor of the West Palm Beach church 
for 15 years, spearheaded the effort that 
founded Palm Beach Atlantic College about 
five years ago and served as the college’s 
first president. (BP)
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On Matters ot

Family Living
By Dr. B. David Edens

Director, Marriage and Family Program 
Stephens College—Columbia, Missouri 65201

Two For The Money
Money magazine (1/76) advises us “How 

To Stop Arguing About Money” and sug
gests what to do when the argument gets 
fiscal.

Usually the issue comes down to who 
spends what how. More money doesn’t 
mean fewer fights, more love and under
standing does, according to Abigail Van 
Buren. The 54% of American couples who 
fight about money are usually engaged in a 
power struggle; what is really at stake is 
who’s in charge here. The traditional power 
roles were that the man controlled the 
money and the woman controlled the sex. 
These still remain two of the most used 
weapons.

Working wives and liberated couples don’t 
use this tradeoff in the same way their 
parents did, but use fighting about money 
as a way to achieve intimacy. The only way 
some couples can get together is in the heat 
of conflict.

Money is a family affair. Just as children 
need to be told the facts of life, they need to 
know the economic facts of life. Discretion 
can be cautioned, but children should know 
what kind of financial condition the family 
is in and should be allowed some influence 
in family money decisions. This is especially 
true if there is some financial crisis or 
sudden change.

Money offers some specific techniques for 
talking more and fighting less. Hold a meet
ing. Make it informal, but if that doesn’t do 
it, make it formal and structured. Just so it 
is taken seriously. Write it down. Writing 
tends to commit people out in the open and 
helps many families. If literacy is not your 
strong suit, try taping it. Hearing aids, you 
might call the tapes.

Two other basic general rules: Using “I” 
language, taking full responsibility for the 
way one feels is important, as is not making 
the assumption you understand too quickly. 
Finally, negotiate a contract. Everybody 
give, everybody gets. That’s the way money 
—and people—work.

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR

Brings You News First

HISTORICALLY
FROM THE FILES

50 YEARS AGO

From the editorial column, “The 
most interesting thing that can be 
related to the average Baptist Con
gregation is some story concerning 
the salvation of the lost. We wonder 
why they do not hear more such 
stories and less speeches about current 
events of which they have already 
read in the daily newspapers.”

A new church was organized in 
Knoxville, the West View Church. 
D. W. Lindsay was called as pastor. 
The church was organized with 15 
members.

> 25 YEARS AGO <

Porter Routh was unanimously 
elected as executive secretary-treasurer 
of the Executive Committee of the 
Southern Baptist Convention by that 
committee. The special committee was 
headed by J. W. Storer.

L. S. Sedberry of Nashville was 
scheduled to do the preaching for re
vival services at Alamo. W. Floyd 
Cates was pastor of the Alamo 
Church.

10 YEARS AGO

The State Missions edition of Bap
tist And Reflector was featured. Work 
of various departments within the 
convention was shown.

West Jackson Church, Jackson, 
commemorated its 60th anniversary. 
It was organized Sept. 23, 1906 with 
12 charter members. David Q. Byrd 
was pastor.

Home Mission Board 
Makes Staff Changes

ATLANTA—Three new staff members 
were elected and two staffers were given 
new assignments during the September meet
ing of directors of the Southern Baptist 
Convention (SBC) Home Mission Board 
here.

The directors also appointed 31 persons 
as missionaries and approved financial aid 
for 28 mission pastors.

Elected to the staff were Kenneth Carter, 
as director of small church and revival 
evangelism; Frank Crumpler, as director of 
evangelism planning and consultation, and 
Michael David (Mike) Robertson, as assist
ant director of the department of special 
missions ministries.

Given new assignments were Roy Edge- 
mon, who becomes director of volunteer 
projects correlation, and David Benham, 
who becomes assistant director of church 
extension.

Carter has been director of evangelism 
for the Illinois Baptist State Association 
since 1974.

Crumpler has been secretary of evangelism 
for the Baptist General Association of Vir
ginia since 1973.

Robertson, who has been campus minister 
at Murray State University in Murray, Ky., 
since 1973, will work in correlation of 
volunteer projects in the special missions 
ministries department. He is a graduate of 
Memphis (Tenn.) State University and 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville.

Benham has been assistant director of the 
language missions department of the Home 
Mission Board since 1974.

Edgemon has been planning and consul
tation director since 1975, following his 
resignation from the Foreign Mission Board. 
He was a missionary in Okinawa and Japan. 
(BP)

BIBLE PUZZLE PAGE 
ANSWERS

“O give thanks unto the Lord” (Psa. 
136:1).
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Texas Baptists Elect 
Stewardship Leader

Foundation

There Was No Will
By Jonas L. Stewart

DALLAS—The adoption of a record 
operating budget of nearly $25 million for 
1977 and the election of a pastor to head 
the state’s stewardship program were the 
main items of business of the Texas Baptist 
Executive Board meeting here.

Lory Hildreth, 59, pastor of the 2500- 
member First Baptist Church, Texarkana, 
Texas, was elected director of the steward
ship commission of the Baptist General 
Convention of Texas.

He succeeds Cecil A. Ray, who left the 
position in January to become general 
secretary-treasurer of the North Carolina 
Baptist Convention.

Tn other business, a charge of unhealthy 
government encroachment upon Baptist in
stitutions was leveled by an educator-layman.

Don Anthony, ending his term as chair
man of the Texas Baptist Christian Educa
tion Coordinating Board, said the federal 
government is extending its controls into 
areas which have traditionally been the pre
rogatives of the institutions.

“In all sincerity, I believe that the greatest 
threat to religious freedom in America is 
the growth of a massive federal bureaucracy 
whose regulations take on the force of law 
and have resulted in an increasing interfer
ence in the affairs of our institutions,” he 
said.

The ambitious $24.6 million budget for 
1977 represents a 10 percent increase over 
the 1976 budget. Receipts received thus far 
in 1976 total almost $1 million over the 
budgeted amount.

HISTORIC BELMONT MANSION

Guided Tours

Every Friday and Saturday 

10:00 A.M.-4:00 P.M.

Belmont College Campus

Nashville

The 1977 budget includes 34.75 percent, 
or $8.5 million, for world wide causes 
through the Southern Baptist Convention’s 
national Cooperative Program unified budg
et.

In addition to the regular operating budg
et, Texas Baptists will be challenged to dig 
down a little deeper and give $1 million 
toward an advanced budget, which is pro
portioned in the same manner as the operat
ing budget.

The latter includes an allocation for 
“Good News Texas,” the intensive evan
gelistic effort being readied to reach every 
Texan with the gospel in 1977. (BP)

‘Faces Of Hope’ Re-Run 
Scheduled For October 3

Yugoslavia, its people, customs and cul
tures, will be featured Oct. 3 when NBC 
presents “Faces Of Hope” from 5-6 p.m. 
EST.

The documentary was produced by NBC 
in cooperation with the Southern Baptist 
Radio and Television Commission. It was 
first aired in January 1976.

Highlighted in the hour-long film will be 
a study of the role Yugoslavia (Macedonia) 
played in the spread of Christianity in 
Europe and the United States.

“You may recall the Biblical notation of 
the Macedonian vision where people asked 
the Apostle Paul to “come and preach to 
them,” noted Truett Myers, the Commis
sion’s senior vice president of television 
production.

Featured in the film are many of the 
world-famous frescos in the monasteries 
where monks translated the scriptures from 
Greek into Slavic languages.

Viewers can learn about the country’s free 
education system, credited with Yugoslavia’s 
progress since the war, and about its agri
culture and industry as well as a study of the 
country’s religious climate.

Freedom of religion is guaranteed by 
Yugoslavia’s Constitution. More than 30 
religious bodies, including Baptists, are ac
tive in the country where religion meets 
neither persecution nor privilege.

“Faces Of Hope,” produced by Doris 
Ann, manager of NBC’s religious programs, 
is directed by Joseph Vadala from a script 
by Philip Scharper. Paul M. Stevens is 
president of the Radio and Television Com
mission.

It is reported that Peter Marshall, chap
lain of the U.S. Senate for many years, died 
without a will. The difficulty incurred by his 
widow is said to have caused much anxiety: 
the checking account was frozen, insurance 
policies were in a bank lock box 
which could not be opened for 
three weeks, only a fraction of 
the expected estate went to her 
—the remainder went to the 
children, an expensive bond was 
necessary for her to qualify as 
administratrix of the estate. It f- 
took nearly all of the cash in the 
checking account to meet all 
requirements of the probate .' 
court. -j

Peter Marshall could not have . 
known of the trouble, expense 
and time consuming problems to 
be faced by his wife. If he had 
known, he surely would have 
made different arrangements.

It is said that more than one- 
half of the property owners of 
Tennessee who die leave no 
will. A will is not a difficult 
document to prepare. Your 
lawyer will do the work. He 
just needs information from you. 
The expense of preparing a will 
is small compared to the heart
ache and financial problems the 
family might encounter if a will 
is not available.

Too many people have forgotten the Lord 
when preparing a will. We say we are only 
stewards of our possessions—that He gave 
us all that we have. Why not give a portion 
of it back to Him when you no longer need 
it? For information about including the 
Lord’s work in your will, write: Tennessee 
Baptist Foundation, Jonas L. Stewart, exec
utive secretary-treasurer, P.O. Box 347, 
Brentwood, TN 37027.

EBPS Returns To 
Original Offices

RUSCHLIKON, Switzerland — After a 
time of frequent office changes and provi
sional arrangements, the European Baptist 
Press Service (EBPS) will operate from its 
original address in Ruschlikon, Switzerland, 
as of October 1, 1976.

The news agency of the European Baptist 
Federation was first established here and 
carried on its functions from 1961-1972 and 
again during an interim period in 1974-75.

From early 1973 to the present, its offices 
have been located in the Paris area.

EBPS should bear the following address: 
European Baptist Press Service, Gheistrasse 
31, CH-8803 Ruschlikon Zh, Switzerland.
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