
Baptist And Reflector
Vol. 142 I Thursday, September 30, 1976 / No. 40 News-Journal Of Tennessee Baptist Convention

Alvin C. Shackleford Elected
Baptist And Reflector Editor

Alvin C. Shackleford, editor of the Indi
ana Baptist, Baptist journal for the State

jon of Baptists in Indiana, was 
Bitor of the Baptist And Reflector 
ge Executive Board meeting held in 
Bd Sept. 21. He will begin his duties

iris

ition to serving as editor of the 
baptist, Shackleford is director of 
Nations for the convention and 

Life consultant. He has served 
baptists for 11 years.

eviously, he was technical director in
I? the public relations office of the Baptist 
to General Convention of Texas. Other posi- 
^tions he has held include editor of “The 

at Athens. He is also a graduate of South
western Baptist Theological Seminary where 
he received the master of divinity degree.

He is married to the former Tommye 
Griffith. They have two daughters, Tina 
Lynn, 14, and Dee Ann, 11.

Shackleford holds membership in the 
Southern Baptist Press Association where he 
served as secretary-treasurer from 1970-74; 
Baptist Public Relations Association; South
ern Baptist Historical Society; and history 
committee for the State Convention of Bap
tists in Indiana. Additionally he is member

ship vice-president of the Religious Public 
Relations Council, Central Indiana chapter.

Eura Rich Lannom, a member of the 
Baptist And Reflector staff for 33 years, has 
served as acting editor of the paper since 
August 1974.

Shackleford was elected editor upon the 
recommendation of the Baptist And Reflec
tor search committee composed of J. Ralph 
McIntyre, chairman; James A. Canaday, 
vice-chairman; John R. Churchman, James 
G. McCluskey, Gaye L. McGlothlen, Car
roll C. Owen and Clarence K. Stewart.

Beam,” Southern Baptist Radio and Televi
sion Commission; printer for the Radio-TV 
Commission; sportswriter, Fort Worth 
(Texas) Star-Telegram; and pastor of Glen- 
loch Church, Franklin, Ga.

A native of Georgia, he received the B.A. 
degree from Mercer University and a B.A. 
in journalism from the University of Georgia

Alvin C. Shackleford

Executive Board Approves 
$9,400,000 Budget For 1977

The Executive Board of the Tennessee Baptist Convention, meeting in 
its annual fall session in Brentwood, elected Alvin Shackleford editor 
of the Baptist And Reflector, approved a Cooperative Program budget 
goal of $9,400,000 for 1977, and approved sponsorship of two retirement 
projects by the Tennessee Baptist Service Corp.

In other action the Board adopted a 
program statement from the Tennessee Bap
tist Program Committee calling for a Ten
nessee Baptist Historical Society “to en
courage Tennessee Baptists in preserving, 
knowing, and utilizing their Baptist heri
tage. .

A recommendation was approved from 
the Denominational Cooperation Committee 
requesting an updated study of church staff 
salaries by the Church Staff Salary Study 
Committee. It was requested that the Com
mittee on Committees ask the previous 
Church Staff Salary Study Committee to 
make the report and that findings of the 
study be distributed to the churches of the 
convention at a cost not to exceed $15,000.

Shackleford, who will assume the editor’s 
duties on Nov. 1, is editor of the Indiana 
Baptist, news journal for the State Conven
tion of Baptists in Indiana. (See story 
above.)

On a motion from R. Paul Caudill, it was 

voted to send a letter of appreciation from 
the Executive Board to Eura Lannom. Lan
nom, a staff member of the Baptist And 
Reflector for 33 years, has served as the 
paper’s acting editor for the past three years. 
She was honored with a standing ovation 
following the motion.

Regarding the TBSC, the Board approved 
sponsorship and management of the “Deer 
Lake” and “Old Hickory Towers” projects 
with the two not applying against the $15 
million debt ceiling as proposed by the 
Executive Board. The approval also gives 
authorization for the TBSC to enter into 
purely “management contracts” with all 
ownership and liability resting with someone 
else. (See additional story on page 12.)

As in previous years, the Cooperative 
Program budget goal included the recom-

(Continued on page 4)



Devotional

Useless Zeal? kFs Authority
By Mrs. Stanley Smith

By Hetschel H. Hobbs The rain came down in torrents as the

“And why stand we in jeopardy every 
hour?”—I Corinthians 15:30

In this verse and verses 31-32 Paul raises 
another vital question—if the dead rise not. 
He lived in constant danger as he preached 
the gospel of a risen Lord. If there be no 
resurrection then his is a nonsensical act. He 
says that in his conviction about the resur
rection, “I die daily” or he lives in constant 
danger of death. All this is to no avail if 
there is no resurrection.

Paul wrote I Corinthians from Ephesus. 
One has but to read Acts 19 to see what a 
hard time he had there. He refers to this in 
verse 32.

“If after the manner of men I have 
fought with beasts at Ephesus, what ad- 
vantageth it me, if the dead rise not?” Some 
see this to mean that he actually fought 
beasts in the arena in Ephesus. But since he 
was a Roman citizen, he would not have 
been forced to do this. So he evidently uses 
this as a figure referring to the mob in 
Ephesus which was like a wild beast. In his 
list of sufferings in 2 Corinthians 1 l:23ff he 
does not mention fighting with animals.

“After the manner of men” probably 
refers to the reason why some men become 
professional fighters of beasts. They did it
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for applause, glory, and reward. For his 
trouble Paul has received only infamy, 
insults, and poverty.

So he concludes that if the pagan philoso
phers are right, he might just as well have 
followed the worldly course of “Let us eat 
and drink; for tomorrow we die” (v. 32). Of 
course, this is a part of Paul’s argument 
before the jury to refute those who deny the 
resurrection.

Paul’s words are applicable today. If you 
deny the resurrection what incentive is there 
for righteous living? If this life is all there is 
we should drink of it to the full—evil and 
all. But grounded in faith in the resurrec
tion, we have a heavenly incentive to live 
for the Lord. For there is more beyond this 
vale of tears!

There is a direct ratio between human 
conduct and one’s attitude toward the resur
rection from the dead.

pulpit W
By Jim Griffith

Like almost everything else in re
cent years, preaching has come in 
for its share of criticism.

However, let it be understood that 
preaching is very much alive, and 
men still receive, through the procla
mation of the Good News of Christ, 
that revelation of Divine truth that 
sets life upon new paths.

Of course, it is true that preaching 
doesn’t always find its mark. Shaking 
hands with the minister after the ser
vice, a woman exclaimed: “Wonderful 
sermon! Everything you said applies 
to somebody or other I know.”

But “preaching at people” may not 
be the answer. To preach at someone, 
is like trying to fill a long-necked bot
tle by throwing a bucket of water over 
it.

Yet, if preaching is to be well bal
anced, it must be aimed at specific 
needs and cannot be addressed to an 
indefinite, “Boxholder U.S.A.”

A message on a church bulletin 
board said it this way: “Some Sermons 
Have to Be Blunt So You Will Get the 
Point.”

lightning flashed and the thunder echoed 
through the valley between the mountains.
There was no electricity 
in the campground, so 
there was total darkness 
between the flashes of 
lightning. It was so good 
to be able to lie there in 
the tent trailer and thank 
God for the thunder
storm. It hasn’t always 
been that way. I can re
member times in the past 
when fear was my only 
emotion. But a growing Smith 
knowledge of the author
ity of God has helped change that fear to 
trust.

As the rain continued falling we became 
more conscious of the water steadily rising 
in the spring branch which was only a few 
feet from our tent trailer. It soon became 
very important to us to know what the park 
ranger felt about the rising water. He was 
the man of authority in the campground. 
It really didn’t matter what our neighbor 
campers felt or even members of our own 
group. What was important was the ranger’s 
word. Sure enough, when he came through 
he brought word to evacuate. Some may 
have questioned, but no one dared resist for 
he was the authority in the campground.

The wall of water came through and we 
stood safe and sound on high ground and 
watched.

Why do we rebel against authority? Only 
the day before this same park ranger had 
stopped some campers from shooting fire
works in the park, and they had questioned 
this rule. Yet they were anxious to trust his 
word when the water got high. Even in our 
rebellion we feel the need of a “comfort 
blanket” of authority over us . . . the need 
of someone wc can trust in the time of 
storm.

We have that someone in the person of 
Jesus. “Jesus came to them and He said, 
‘All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given me.’” Matt. 28:18 (Berkley 
version) As we accept him as our personal 
Saviour, we are accepting Him as our au
thority.

Mrs. Smith is church secretary at First Church, 
Henderson, TN 38340.
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GA, Acteens Leadership Workshops Offered Here
Leaders and directors of Girls in Action 

and Acteens will have the opportunity to 
participate in the first workshop on state 
missions adventures and studiact to be 
offered in Tennessee. Sponsored by the 
Woman’s Missionary Union of the Tennes
see Baptist Convention, the workshops will 
be held Oct. 11-22 at six locations through
out the state.

In addition to church leaders and direc
tors, all local and associational GA and 
Acteens leaders and directors may attend. 
WMU directors are invited, should they 
desire to participate. Each participant is 
asked to bring a Studiact booklet and/or 
Missions Adventure book.

The workshops will be directed by 
Mickey Martin, Girls in Action consultant, 
Southern Baptist Convention, Birmingham;

Knott Martin

Sparkman Engelmann
Linda Knott, state WMU staff, Brentwood; 
Jannie Engelmann, state GA director; and 
Louise Sparkman, state Acteens director.

Sessions will be held from 7-8:30 p.m. 
and from 10-11:30 a.m. The morning con
ference at each location will be a repeat of 
the evening session held the night before

Liquor Deadly To Children
Many may not realize it, but liquor is a 

deadly poison to children and there is no 
known antidote, the Health Insurance Insti
tute says. It advises parents of small chil
dren to rinse out. all glasses and place liquor 
out of children’s reach after a social gather
ing at home to avoid temptation for any 
early-rising small fry the next morning.

(The Tennessean, Sept. 1, 1976) 

and will be scheduled for those unable to 
attend the evening session.

Reservations for the workshops must be 
made through the state WMU office by 
either writing or calling and specifying 
which session the participant desires to 
attend.

Times and locations of the workshops are 
as follows:

7 p.m. Oct. 11
10 a.m. Oct. 12
7 p.m. Oct. 12

10 a.m. Oct. 13

7 p.m. Oct. 14

10 a.m. Oct. 15

7 p.m. Oct. 18

10 a.m. Oct. 19

7 p.m. Oct. 19

10 a.m. Oct. 20

7 p.m. Oct. 21

10 a.m. Oct. 22

First Church, Trenton 
First Church, Trenton 
Parran’s Chapel, 

Bolivar
Parran’s Chapel, 

Bolivar
Third Church, 

Murfreesboro
Third Church, 

Murfreesboro
First Church, 

Madisonville
First Church, 

Madisonville
Emmanuel Church, 

Jefferson City
Emmanuel Church, 

Jefferson City
First Church, 

Greenbrier
First Church, 

Greenbrier

New Church Organized 
In Big Emory Association

Clymersville Mission, Big Emory Asso
ciation, was organized into a Southern Bap
tist Church on Sunday, Sept. 12, under the 
leadership of Rockwood First Church.

Robert W. Campbell, pastor of Rock
wood First, served as moderator for the 
occasion. J. W. Bargiol, director of mis
sions, read the scripture and led in prayer. 
Also participating in the organization pro
gram were Paul Hall, state Missions Dept., 
TBC; E. H. Howard, former director of 
missions; and Howard Hicks, former mem
ber of Rockwood First Church and leader in 
organizing the.mission; and several members 
of the new church.

The new church begins with 150 resident 
members and two units of educational space 
built by the mother church and deeded to 
the new church debt free. The mission began 
in 1966, and soon thereafter called Charles 
Kelley as mission pastor. The church gave 
a unanimous call to Kelley as pastor of the 
new church. Dolly Cofer was elected church 
clerk, and Eva Jean Smith was elected 
treasurer. Amos Graves, Lonnie Huskins, 
Foyd Jennings, and Bill Waugh will serve 
as deacons.

By vote of Clymersville members, the 
church will be affiliated with the Southern 
Baptist Convention, Tennessee Baptist Con
vention, and Big Emory Association.

Reach Them Now Or Never, 
Missionary Challenges

> LOUISVILLE—Millions of people around the world must be reached with
; the gospel now or they may never be reached, asserts Robert C. Davis, a former 
; missionary to Viet Nam.
; Davis’ remarks came while he was speaking on the campus of Southern 
; Baptist Theological Seminary here as part of the seminary’s Missions Emphasis 
! Week program.
; “Of four billion people in the world, 2.7 billion are not now being reached 
! with the gospel,” Davis says. He cites Viet Nam as an urgent example of how 

; • more nations are being closed to Christian missionaries.
n “There are countries just like Viet Nam now—they (missionaries there) 
;> don’t know how much time is left” before they are sent out of the country, 

; Davis said.
> The former missionary in Southeast Asia believes that region of the world 
; must be reached now, and that God has opened the doors to evangelization there 
; today.
; “Thailand has asked for 25 new missionary couples to assist in evangelism 
; there. The pressure of all the communist aggression opens people’s hearts—now 
I is the time to go,” Davis asserts.
; To accomplish this goal of reaching the world with the message of Christ, 

11 says Davis, “we’re going to have to give top priority to world evangelization in 
; • every local church.”
! I The former missionary to Viet Nam challenged his audience of seminary 
;; students to be open to serving God in remote areas of the globe.
'! “The best students in this seminary ought to be the ones to serve in the 
;' unreached areas of this earth,” Davis said. (BP)
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Oct 7—Mission Education Dialogue for 
Pastors (with or without Brotherhood) 
and State and Associational Brother
hood Officers, Unaka Avenue Church, 
Johnson City.

Oct 11—Mission Education Dialogue for 
Pastors (with or without Brotherhood) 
and State and Associational Brother
hood Officers, McCalla Avenue 
Church, Knoxville.

Oct 15-16—Retreat for Mentally Retarded, 
Camp Linden.

Oct 18-19—Children’s Workshop Confer
ence, Rugby Hills Church, Memphis.

Oct. 25—Mission Education Dialogue for 
Pastors (with or without Brotherhood) 
and State and Associational Brother
hood Officers, Spring Creek Road 
Church, Chattanooga.

Oct. 25—Southwestern Regional Church 
Training Upgrade Clinic, First Church, 
Selmer.

Oct 26—Northwestern Regional Church 
Training Upgrade Clinic, First Church, 
Milan.

Oct. 28—South Central Regional Church 
Training Upgrade Clinic, Highland 
Church, Pulaski.

Oct. 29 Central Regional Church Training 
Upgrade Clinic, First Church, Mur
freesboro.

Oct. 29-31—BSU State Convention, High
land Heights Church, Memphis.

Executive Board 
Approves Budget

(Continued from page 1)
mendation that 33.33 percent of budget 
receipts be distributed through the Southern 
Baptist Convention and 66.67 percent be 
distributed through the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention. Distribution of any surplus of 
receipts above the budget of $9.4 million 
would be recommended by the Executive 
Board, meeting in the December 1977 ses
sion.

The Cooperative Program budget goal for 
1977 will be presented to messengers at the 
1976 Tennessee Baptist Convention meeting 
in Jackson for approval.

Baptists Urged to 
Vote Intelligently

NASHVILLE—-“Southern Baptists must 
neither support nor oppose Jimmy Carter 
simply because he is a fellow Southern Bap
tist,” a Baptist specialist in Christian citizen
ship development declares in the first of a 
four-part series of articles on moral issues in 
the 1976 elections.

Neither, he said, should Episcopalians 
support or oppose Gerald Ford because he 
is an Episcopalian.

In the series, which will be carried by 
Baptist Press, the Southern Baptist Conven
tion (SBC) news service, C. Welton Gaddy 
of the SBC Christian Life Commission 
urges potential voters to base their decisions 
on a wide range of information.

The first article, on informed voting, calls 
for Christians to study the issues, investigate 
the candidates, raise moral questions, avoid 
the “one issue fallacy,” and carefully dis
tinguish between campaign promises and 
campaign realities.

“Our purpose in producing the series is to 
nurture Christian citizenship in a non-parti
san manner, which will, in turn, encourage 
more intelligent voting at the polls at all 
levels,” said Gaddy, the commission’s direc
tor of Christian citizenship development.

Other articles in the series will focus on 
economic issues, civil and religious liberties 
and responsible government. (BP)

Lester Named to Faculty 
Of Southern Seminary

LOUISVILLE—Andrew D. Lester, direc
tor of the department of pastoral care and 
the school of pastoral care of North Caro
lina Baptist Hospital, Winston-Salem, has 
been named associate professor of psychol
ogy of religion at The Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary here.

A graduate of Mississippi College and 
Southern Baptist Seminary, Lester has held 
his current post since 1971. He also serves 
as visiting lecturer in religion for the gradu
ate school of Wake Forest University and 
visiting professor of pastoral care at South
eastern Baptist Theological Seminary, Wake 
Forest, N. C.

Lester is the author or editor of three 
books and has written a number of articles 
for several periodicals. He is a former pastor 
and minister to youth at churches in Tennes
see, Mississippi and Kentucky.

The Coral Gables, Fla., native will assume 
his teaching duties at Southern Seminary 
in the spring semester. His appointment 
brings to nine the number of new faculty 
members added during this academic year. 
(BP)

Nashviue Banner Photo

Ralph Norton, executive secretary-treasurer, Tennessee Baptist Convention, Eura Rich 
Lannom, and Alvin C. Shackleford, look over the latest edition of “Baptist And Reflec
tor.” Shackleford is the newly elected editor of the 75,000 weekly news-journal of the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention. Lannom has been serving as acting editor.
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Singles Draft Proposals
For Churches And Agencies

NASHVILLE—Single adults, meeting in 
simultaneous Single Adult Conferences at 
the two Southern Baptist conference centers 
in Ridgecrest, N. C., and Glorieta, N. M., 
adopted a series of recommendations for 
consideration by Southern Baptist churches 
and agencies.

For the first time, the Southern Baptist

West Tennesseans Plan
Senior Adult Day, Nov. 21

Eleven associations were represented in a 
meeting with W. E. Darby of the Tennessee 
Baptist Service Corporation on Tuesday, 
September 7, at the Madison-Chester Baptist 
Center in Jackson. The new ministry of 
Tennessee Baptists to the aging was the 
theme of the meeting.

Plans were laid for the churches of West 
Tennessee to observe Senior Adult Day on 
Sunday, Nov. 21. Every church in West 
Tennessee will be urged to honor their 
Senior Adults on that day and to take an 
offering to help launch a program of min
istry to the elderly.

Leadership from 11 of the 15 associations 
in West Tennessee agreed to contact every 
church and encourage their participation. 
Posters promoting the program will be 
distributed by the associational missionary’s 
office.

Every pastor in West Tennessee will be 
contacted by letter, and other promotional 
materials including a filmstrip, will be avail
able through the offices of the associational 
missionaries.

Mitchell Bennett of Beeoh River, Kenneth 
Sparkman of Gibson County, Ira Perkins of 
Big Hatchie, Fulton Robertson of Harde
man, Joe Harris of Carroll-Benton, Shirley 
DeBell of Shiloh, James Humphreys of 
Weakley, Bill Smith of Western District, and 
Tom Lewis of Madison-Chester were the 
participating missionaries. James Daniels 
represented W. W. Shanklin who was ill 
and Gayle Alexander represented Crockett 
Association.

Leslie Baumgartner, director of missions, 
and Carroll Owens, president of the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention, were also 
present.

The emphasis in West Tennessee is part 
of a statewide program. The churches of 
East Tennessee will be approached during 
the first half of 1977 and the churches of 
Middle Tennessee the latter half of 1977.

W. E. Darby, assistant executive director 
of the Tennessee Baptist Service Corpora
tion, gave a report on several facilities over 
the state which are at various stages of 
development and expressed the hope that 
specific announcements concerning construc
tion could be announced soon.

Sunday School Board’s Sunday School de
partment asked for the single adult recom
mendations and will study them.

Single adult committees presented the 
recommendations to 1245 of their number 
at Ridgecrest Baptist Conference Center 
and some 2000 at Glorieta Baptist Confer
ence Center.

Both committees expressed need for 
increased support materials, specifically in 
the form of a leisure-reading periodical for 
single adults. Also, it was noted that Bible 
study curriculum applications should more 
closely consider the lifestyles of singles.

Training emerged as a needed priority, 
with the Ridgecrest singles requesting the 
Sunday School Board to train selected lay 
single adults as specialists to assist churches 
and associations in single adult work. The 
Glorieta recommendations committee re
quested a task force from the convention, 
which would function to assist in formulat
ing local church ministries to singles.

Both committees recognized the impor
tance of single adult work at all denomina
tional levels, from Southern Baptist 
Convention (SBC) agencies to the local 
church. The Sunday School Board was asked 
to define and communicate areas of responsi
bility for single adult work assigned to its 
various departments.

All state Baptist conventions were asked 
to provide materials and personnel for single 
adult work, as well as a list of resource 
persons on state and local levels.

Associations of churches were asked to 
develop guidelines for a referral list of 
Christian experts in the fields of law, medi
cine and other areas of everyday concern.

Committee members noted the reciprocal 
relationship of the local church to single 
adults, in that singles need both to be minis
tered to and the opportunity to minister. 
Singles were encouraged to participate in 
available training sessions, and church lead
ers were asked to be aware of qualified 
singles who want to serve in the total minis
try of the church.

Ridgecrest committee members voiced a 
need for indepth Bible study opportunities 
to be made available by the local church on 
weekdays.

Other areas of concern were the identity 
and visibility of singles within the local 
church, criteria for churches to determine 
whether they need a singles ministry, and 
publicity of single adult work.

Laura Styles of Atlanta, Ga., presided 
over the Ridgecrest committee and David 
Potts of Fort Worth led the Glorieta com
mittee. Leaders of the Sunday School Board’s 
Sunday School department chose a random 
sample of churches, and staff members 
within each church recommended the com
mittee representative. (BP)

ADVERTISEMENT 

Hearing Loss is not 
a Sign of Old Age 
Chicago, Ill.—A free offer of spe
cial interest to those who hear but 
do not understand words has been 
announced by Beltone. A non
operating model of the smallest 
Beltone aid of its kind will be 
given absolutely free to anyone 
answering this advertisement.

True, all hearing problems are 
not alike . . . and some cannot be 
helped by a hearing aid. But audi
ologists report than many can. So, 
Aend for this non-operating model 
now. Wear it in the privacy of 
your own home to see how tiny 
hearing help can be. It’s yours to 
keep, free. The actual aid weighs 
less than a third of an ounce, and 
it’s all at ear level, in one unit.

These models are free, so we 
suggest you write for yours now. 
Again, we repeat, there is no cost, 
and certainly no obligation. Thou
sand have already been mailed, so 
write today to Dept. 41 36 Beltone 
Electronics Corp., 4201 W. Vic
toria, Chicago, Ill. 60646.

HISTORIC BELMONT MANSION !

Guided Tours

Every Friday and Saturday

10:00 A.M.-4:00 P.M.

Belmont College Campus

Nashville

(Adv.)

Subscribe Now To
BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR
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CLC Urges Public School 
Action, TV Morality Research

By Robert O’Brien

NASHVILLE — The Southern Baptist 
Christian Life Commission, in annual ses
sion here, launched comprehensive programs 
of research and action on television morality 
and beverage alcohol abuse and passed 
resolutions calling for national action bn 
public schools and urging careful attention 
by Christians to the moral issues in the 
national elections.

Members of the Southern Baptist Con
vention (SBC) social concerns agency also 
voted a $450,000 budget for 1976-77, includ
ing six percent salary cost of living adjust
ments for staff, and elected Forest H. Siler, 
pastor of First Baptist Church, Lawton, 
Okla., as chairman.

During three days of sessions, the com
missioners also heard addresses by SBC 
President James L. Sullivan of Nashville, re
tired head of the SBC Sunday School Board, 
and James M. Dunn of Dallas, head of the 
Texas Baptist Christian Life Commission.

Sullivan praised the commission’s “con- 
science-probing on critical issues,” such as 
race, which, he said, “brings unity to SBC 
agencies and churches” by causing them to 
preoare for crisis by thinking out the issues 
—“even when we are afraid to think.” Dunn 
challenged Southern Baptists to be certain 
they have matched their much-publicized 
“born again religion” with a “born again 
ethic” which will truly apply biblical teach
ings to all areas of life.

The action on television morality will 
involve a comprehensive survey of television 
programming content, a series of public 
hearings on Christian morality and television 
programming in selected cities across the 
United States, and conferences with network 
officials, Federal Communications Commis
sion members, and U. S. Congressmen. Com
mission staff will also prepare literature, 
including a special packet for denominational 
leaders.

The resolutions on public schools and 
moral issues in the national elections will 
be distributed widely to many persons, in
cluding the Democratic and Republican 
candidates for president and vice president.

The moral issues resolution urged 12.7

million Southern Baptists throughout the 
nation’s largest Protestant denomination to 
“study carefully the positions of the political 
parties, the presidential candidates, and 
others seeking public office on moral issues 
related to concerns such as underemploy
ment, inflation, family, race, taxes, health, 
energy, ecology, separation of church and 
state and peace with justice.”

It further urged members of the 34,902 
Southern Baptist churches across the nation 
to “participate at every level of the political 
process actively and prayerfully—sensitive 
to those who would substitute religious 
rhetoric for moral behavior, conscious of 
the difference between campaign promises 
and political realities, concerned for the 
actual development of liberty and justice for 
all, and committed to a citizenship which 
fosters private and public morality.”

The public schools resolution, which will 
go to both President Gerald Ford and presi
dential candidate Jimmy Carter, calls on 
the President “to convene a White House 
Conference on Public School Education to 
bring together a cross section of interested 
and qualified Americans to consider ways to 
deal with the crisis faced by the public school 
systems.”

The resolution, which also called on “all 
Southern Baptists to work to strengthen 
public school education throughout the na
tion,” grew out of a one-day consultation 
the Christian Life Commission staff held last 
April to explore the public school situation.

The consultation grew out of an increas
ing public school crisis across the country, 
involving such issues as busing, moral values, 
the quality of education in public schools, 
and the loss of confidence by many in pub
lic school education.

The resolution noted that “the public 
school system has made a significant contri
bution to America’s greatness as a nation” 
and that it “is essential to the continuing 
strength of our country.”

In other action, the commissioners voted 
to begin extensive research and development 
of materials dealing with alcohol abuse.

Foy Valentine, commission executive sec
retary, said, “Southern Baptists are asking 
for more help with the growing problems 
related to beverage alcohol, and we are 
determined to respond to the need. As soon 
as the materials are completed we will dis
tribute them to Southern Baptist churches 
and leaders.”

John Harris, pastor of Pineville (La.) Park 
Baptist Church, was elected vice chairman 
of the commission, and Chevis F. Horne, 
pastor of First Baptist Church, Martinsville, 
Va., recording secretary. (BP)

East Africa Missionaries
Mark 20-Year Anniversary

NAIROBI, Kenya—The Baptist Mission 
of East Africa celebrated its 20th year at the 
annual mission meeting and prayer retreat 
held recently.

On hand for the celebration were the 
Southern Baptist missionaries who pioneered 
the work in Kenya and Tanzania. These spe
cial guests included the G. Webster Carrolls 
and the Earl R. Martins now serving in 
Uganda and Kenya; Mr. and Mrs. Sammy 
DeBord, former missionaries now living in 
Louisiana where he is a pastor; Mr. and 
Mrs. Davis L. Saunders, former missionaries 
now living in Richmond. Va., where he is 
the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board’s secretary for Eastern and Southern 
Africa; and Mrs. Juanita Harper, former 
missionary.

Also present was Mr. and Mrs. H. Cor
nell Goemer. Goemer was the board’s secre
tary for Africa when the mission formed and 
is now secretary for West Africa.

The Baptist Mission of East Africa is the 
largest in Africa with more than 180 mis
sionaries, but will divide in January 1978 
into two missions, one for Kenya and one 
for Tanzania.

Special events included an address by the 
U.S. Ambassador to Kenya, the Honorable 
Anthony D. Marshall, plus a film and a 
musical. The film, “The Short. Full Life of 
Wimpy Harper,” commemorated the work 
of one of the first, three missionaries to open 
work in East Africa. The musical was writ
ten especially for the celebration by South
ern Baptist Missionarv Journeyman Dave 
Stevens and sung by a 70-voice youth cho
rale.

The mission approved a budget of $853.- 
385 for the coming year and collected 
$6112. for their annual missions offering 
which supports the work of both the Home 
and Foreign Mission Boards of the Southern 
Baptist Convention.

Baptist Missionaries 
Are Back in Uganda

SOROTI, Uganda—The three Southern 
Baptist missionary couples assigned to 
Uganda have all returned following a brief 
evacuation to Kenya.

The missionaries reported that churches 
have continued to grow and attendance is 
high.

They left Uganda on business and re
mained in Kenya until recent political ten
sion subsided. Some of them returned within 
a few weeks.

Back in Uganda are Mr. and Mrs. G. 
Webster Carroll of West Virginia and 
Florida; Mr. and Mrs. Harry B. Garvin of 
Texas; and Mr. and Mrs. James L. Rice of 
Virginia. (BP)
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UNIFORM SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, October 3, 1976

Our Need. To Be Reconciled
By W. Clyde Tilley

Acting Chairman, Department of Religion 
Union University, Jackson, Tennessee

Basic Passage: Romans 1-3
Focal Passage: Romans 1:28-2:11

One dictionary says that “reconcile” 
means “to restore to friendship or favor 
after estrangement.” The words “restore” 
and “estrangement” in the definition indi
cate that reconciliation involves bringing 
about a relationship that previously existed 
but has been lost. In dealing with the human 
need for reconciliation with God, we must 
raise the question about the nature of this 
estrangement (i.e., this condition of being 
made a stranger) that makes reconciliation 
necessary. The Bible speaks of this estrange
ment in terms of sin. In other words, it is 
sin that makes reconciliation necessary. Our 
focal passage will show us that the need for 
reconciliation is universal because sin, en
lightenment, and judgment are all universal.

All Have Sinned
The major thrust of Romans 1-3 is to 

demonstrate the universality of human sin. 
In the third chapter, Paul expresses this 
conclusion both negatively (“There is none 
righteous . . .”—v. 10) and positively (“All 
have sinned . . .”—v. 23). On the path that 
leads through these chapters, Paul takes no 
short cut. He carefully argues that all Gen
tiles (non-Jews) are sinners (ch. 1) and that 
all Jews are sinners (ch. 2-3).

In the first part of today’s focal passage, 
it is obvious both from the text (1:28-32) 
and from the context (1:18-32) that Gentiles 
are being discussed. Their condition under 
sin is described. Their lewd behavior and 
their refusal to acknowledge God prompted 
God to abandon them in their sin. “God 
gave them up” (v. 28) is the third occur
rence of this expression in the context (cf. 
vv. 24, 26). God’s abandonment of them is 
the result of their participation in a rather 
vigorous “exchange program”: they ex
changed the glory of God for images 
(idolatry—v. 23), the truth of God for a lie 
(heresy—v. 25), and the natural use of their 
bodies for unnatural uses (perverted prom
iscuity—v. 26). God’s giving man up to 
his sin signals the withdrawal of God’s 
mercy so that the destructive tendencies 
inherent within sin may proceed without 
restraint. Verses 29-31 catalogue twenty-one 
different varieties of sin of which the 
Gentiles were guilty. Not only were they 
guilty of practicing these wrong-doings but 
also of putting their approval upon those 
who did likewise, (v. 32).
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In the second paragraph of the focal pas
sage (2:1-11), it becomes gradually but un
mistakably clear in several ways that Paul’s 
charge of universal sin has shifted to the 
Jews: (1) His claim that all are without 
excuse “whoever you are” (2:1) would have 
certainly included the Jews. (2) His shift 
from third person (“they”) in 1:28-32 to 
second person (“you”) indicates a shift in 
audience. Although the recipients of the 
letter are primarily Gentile Christians, they 
have, like Jews and unlike Gentile pagans, 
come to possess the Old Testament and with 
it a knowledge of what the law required. 
(3) He is no longer talking to those who 
approve of wrongdoers (1:32) but to those 
who judge wrongdoers while they do the 
same things (2:3). (4) By the end of the 
paragraph (2:9-11) and throughout chapters 
2 and 3 the Jews are being specifically men
tioned and charged with sin. AU mankind, 
Jew and Gentile alike, is guilty of sin.
All Have Been Enlightened

Coupled with the truth that all men are 
sinners is the truth that all sin is against 
light. Every man has received some light 
and his living contrary to that light consti
tutes his sin. To be sure, not all people have 
received the same amount of light. The most 
obvious difference in degrees of light is that 
between Jew and Gentile. The Jews have 
received vastly more light than the Gentiles. 
This is not to say that the Gentiles have an 
excuse, since they too have received a mea
sure of light. They have the light that comes 
through creation (1:19-20) which they have 
ignored (1:18, 21, 32).

However, it is the Jews who are sinning 
against the greater light because “unto them 
were committed the oracles of God” (3:2). 
In sinning against the greater light, they sin 
against God’s kindness by presuming upon it 
(2:4). They do not know that God’s kindness 
which they are interpreting as his “cuddling” 
is really meant to lead them to repentance. 
It is not that his wrath toward their sin is 
non-existent; rather God is “storing up 
wrath” (v. 5, RSV) every day that man fails 
to repent and obey. Like a giant dam that 
backs up a river into a huge reservoir which 
constantly threatens a destructive deluge of 
water, so God’s kindness delays his wrath, 
giving opportunity for repentance but in
tensifying his wrath when this opportunity is 
ignored.

Theologians have distinguished between 
general and special revelation. General reve
lation is the dimmer light that all men 
receive through nature, reason, and con
science; special revelation is the brighter 
light that God’s chosen people receive 
through the law, the prophets, and the 
scriptures and ultimately through his son, 
Jesus Christ. But all have received some 
light and are thus without excuse (1:20; 2:1).
AU Shall Be Judged

A good formula for God’s judgment upon 
man must include a consideration of both 
man’s works (2:6) and of the amount of 
light he has received. The amount of light 
one sins against determines the seriousness 
of his sin. The seriousness of his sin de
termines the harshness of God’s judgment 
(2:8-9). This applies not only to the harsh
ness of judgment upon sin but also the bliss 
of reward for righteousness and obedience 
(2:7, 10). There will be degrees of judgment 
and degrees of reward because there are 
degrees of light and degrees of sin.

The matter of degrees of judgment and 
reward is made subtlely but surely. Tribula
tion and distress will be to the disobedient 
Jews first and also to the disobedient Greeks 
(v. 9). Glory and honor will be to the 
obedient Jew first and also to the obedient 
Greek (v. 10). Why? Because the gospel (the 
greatest light) is “the power of God to 
salvation to the Jew first and also to the 
Greek” (1:16).

Because man sins against God’s light and 
awaits God’s judgment, he is in need of 
God’s reconciliation.
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Our People and Our Churches . . .
PEOPLE...

Loyd Shelton, pastor of Peabody Church, 
Memphis, completed 25 years of service at 
that church this month. He and Mrs. Shel
ton came to Peabody from Zion Hill Church 
in Mississippi in 1951. In observance of his 
anniversary, the church held homecoming.

Howard Stevens and Harry Rowland were 
ordained as deacons at Woodmont Church, 
Nashville. Pastor Bill Sherman presided.

New Hope Church, Gibson County Asso
ciation, ordained Tommy Pierce and James 
King as deacons.

Cleveland First Church ordained Leon 
Conner, Tom Frazier, George Nerren Jr., 
and James Roberson as deacons. Marvin R. 
Gibson is pastor.

Jo Ann Wright, Winchester, Va., joined 
the staff of Fifth Avenue Church, Knox

ville, as a home mission
ary under the US-2 proj
ect. She is a graduate of 
Radford College, Rad
ford, Va., and is the 
daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. P. W. Wright of 
Winchester, Va. She has 
been assigned by the 
Home Mission Board of 
the Southern Baptist 
Convention to work in 
and through the local 

church in the field of Christian Social Min
istries under the supervision of pastor F. G. 
Schlafer.

Michael Crain, manager trainee in the 
bookstore division of the Baptist Sunday 
School Board, was named manager of the 
Baptist Book Store in Carterville, Ill. Crain 
is a graduate of Middle Tennessee State 
University and began his training with the 
Nashville store in January of this year.

Ridgedale Church, Knoxville, ordained 
Larry Day as a deacon. Johnny Gray is 
pastor.

Members of Grace Church, Springfield, 
celebrated their pastor’s 30th anniversary in 
the ministry with a week of doctrinal preach
ing at the church. Pastor Edwin R. Alexan
der was honored by the members during 
the special week. Featured speakers included 
T. E. Mason, Lacy Freeman, H. R. Higdon, 
Ralph Norton, F. M. Dowell, Jonas Stewart, 
E. E. Deusner, James Gregg, and W. Paul 
Hall.

Terry Brock, a recent graduate of Bel
mont College, assumed duties as admissions 
counselor at the college. Brock and his wife,

LEADERSHIP . . .
Dennis Lewis resigned from West End 

Church, Fayetteville. He plans to enter full 
time preaching and music evangelism.

W. A. Boston, has announced his retire
ment as pastor of Raleigh Church in Mem
phis, effective Oct. 31 at which time he will 
have served that church over 23 years. He 
came to Raleigh from Union City First 
Church where he served for over nine years. 
He has also served on the executive board 
of the Tennessee Baptist Convention, the 
Board of Trustees of Union University, and 
various boards and committees of Shelby 
Association. His future plans include con
tinuing to preach.

Piedmont Church, Jefferson Association, 
called Don Frazier as pastor. He previously 
was a missionary to Nigeria.

Edgar Johnson resigned as director of 
outreach and youth activities at McCalla 
Avenue Church, Knoxville, to enter New 
Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary.

Concord First Church called Rhonda 
Huff as director of children’s ministry. Huff 
will coordinate all Christian education pro
grams for the preschool and children’s divi
sions. She is a graduate of Southeastern 
Oklahoma State University and South
western Baptist Theological Seminary. Joe 
Stacker is pastor at Concord.

Jewel, are houseparents at the Tennessee 
Baptist Children’s Home in Franklin. He is 
a native of Cleveland and a member of 
Brentwood Church.

Belmont Heights Church, Nashville, or
dained E. E. Johnson, Murry Reeves, and 
David Zinn as deacons. Bob Norman is 
pastor.

Members of Judson Church, Nashville, 
honored their pastor, Raymond Langlois, on 
the occasion of his fifth anniversary as pas
tor of the church.

Michael Bundon was ordained as a deacon 
at Dandridge First Church. Robert D. Mc
Cray is pastor.

Westwood Church, Nashville, ordained 
Carl Rigsby, Howard Anderson, Fred Quin
tanilla as deacons. Frank Ingraham gave the 
ordination sermon. Pastor James Gregg pre
sided.

Mrs. J. B. Crowe, a member of Elizabeth
ton First Church for 62 years, celebrated her 
94th birthday Sept. 15. Her daughters, Mrs.

CHURCHES...
Members of Temple Church, Memphis, 

dedicated the north educational building of 
the church to the late C. O. Barbour, a 
charter member of the church. Barbour 
served for 17 years as Sunday School super
intendent, 63 years as a deacon, 68 years 
as church trustee, and on many church com
mittees. A resolution was adopted concern
ing the occasion and was presented to Mrs. 
Barbour and her son, Oliver. Barbour was 
one of several men who mortgaged his home 
during the depression in order to keep the 
church financially sound. He was responsi
ble for enlisting more Bible teachers than 
anyone else in the church. James Pardue 
is pastor at Temple.

In Gibson County Association, Bethel 
Church, constructed a fellowship hall and 
purchased a new organ for the church.

Cross Roads Church, Alpha Association, 
announced that the church had begun a 
Church Training organization on Sunday 
nights. Bill Hancock is pastor.

Rockwood First Church purchased two 
pieces of property. One is near the educa
tional building and another is north of the 
present church property. Members plan to 
construct an activities building on the prop
erty in the near future. Robert Campbell is 
pastor.

Members of Brentwood Church, Nash
ville, voted that a previously approved build
ing expansion plan be amended to include 
a sanctuary in addition to the educational 
space already approved. It is estimated that 
the combined facility will cost approxi
mately $900,000. Bill Shelton, AIA, will be 
employed as architect for the project. Bill 
Wilson is pastor.

Ralph Lusk and Mrs. Roy Wheeler are also 
active members of the church.

Round Lick Church, Wilson Association, 
ordained John Hardcastle as a deacon. 
Eugene Schmid is pastor.

Wilburn Young, an active deacon at Mif
flin Church, Madison-Chester Association, 
died earlier this month of a heart attack.

Highland Heights Church, Memphis, or
dained Gerald Stamps to the gospel ministry. 
E. Gordon Crocker, director of associational 
missions, preached the ordination sermon, 
and Bruce Coyle, pastor, brought the charge 
to the candidate. A native of Memphis, he 
has served as minister of music and educa
tion in various churches for the past 20 
years. He surrendered to preach in March 
of this year.
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Illinois Baptists Vote Fund
Drive, Legislative Liaison

BLOOMINGTON, DI.—Illinois Baptists’ 
board of directors, meeting in semi-annual 
session at East Bay Camp near here, ap
proved a special $1 million campaign to 
provide seed money for new churches, 
named a legislative liaison to the Illinois 
General Assembly and adopted a 1977 Co
operative Program unified budget of $2.3 
million.

In other action, the board of the Illinois 
Baptist State Association (IBSA) heard a 
proposal to purchase the 500-acre East Bay 
Camp, okayed purchase of a $40,500 air
plane for staff travel, approved a one per
cent increase in percentage of Cooperative 
Program funds going to the Southern Bap
tist Convention’s worldwide missions causes, 
and authorized two new staff positions.

The $1 million campaign for 1977-80, 
part of the denomination’s “North Central 
Mission Thrust,” is modeled after the SBC 
Stewardship Commission’s “Together We 
Build” technique. It will be church-centered 
but also allow for direct approach to indi
viduals or foundations, both in and out of 
the state.

The board enlarged the responsibility of 
Robert J. Hastings, the IBSA’s director of 
communications and editor of the “Illinois 
Baptist,” to serve as a liaison with the state 
legislature.

The role, a spokesman said, does not call 

of information only, leaving to the churches 
and the IBSA any initiative they may wish 
to take on legislative concerns.

Of a total annual budget of nearly $4 
million, the IBSA expects $2.3 million to 
come through the state’s Cooperative Pro
gram from participating churches, with the 
IBSA keeping 59 percent for its work and 
sending 41 percent, up one percent from 
1976, to SBC causes.

The IBSA named a five-person committee 
to study the advisability of purchasing the 
East Bay Camp for $335,654 and assuming 
a loan for the camp’s sewage system of 
$210,000.

Executive Secretary James H. Smith pro
posed the purchase and asked the board also 
to authorize construction of a $750,000 
year-around living accommodation and a 
$225,000 multi-purpose building at the site.

Based on a study showing it would be 
more economical, the board approved pur
chase of the airplane from South Central 
Aviation, Inc., Springfield, with an agree
ment for a $30 per hour lease-back to that 
company when not in use by IBSA staff.

The new staff positions involved authori
zation to employ a director of the state 
convention’s foundation and an associate 
director for Sunday School work. (BP)

NEW YORK—Porter Routh, completing 
25 years of service as executive secretary
treasurer of the Executive Committee of the 
Southern Baptist Convention (SBC), was 
honored for distinguished service to the SBC 
and the Bible cause by the board of man
agers of the American Bible Society during 
its quarterly meeting here.

Routh, a member of the board of man
agers since 1967, was presented a specially 
inscribed copy of the “500th Anniversary 
Pictorial Census of the Gutenberg Bible,” 
which contains pictures and descriptions of 
every extant copy of the Gutenberg Bible, 
the Latin Bible which was the major work 
and masterpiece of Johann Gutenberg, who 
invented printing with moveable type in the 
15th century.

“Throughout the years Dr. Routh has 
represented us among Southern Baptists,” 
Edmund F. Wagner, ABS President, com
mented at the presentation, “and he is 
largely responsible for the marked increase 
of support we have received from that 
denomination.”

In 1951 the ABS received contributions 
from Southern Baptist churches totaling 
$90,000. In 1975 Southern Baptist contribu
tions totaled $238,554. It marked the 12th 
consecutive year that Southern Baptists 
topped the list of more than 80 denomina
tions and churches who support the Bible 
society each year. (BP)

for him to serve as a lobbyist but as a source

100 Golfers Participate 
In Baptist Tourney

The 1976 Tennessee Baptist Golf Tourna
ment was held Sept. 16-17 at Henry Horton 
State Park with 100 golfers participating. 
Officers elected to serve for the coming year 
included: chairman Virgil Peters, vice chair
man Glen Yarbrough, and treasurer Beryl 
Vick. Frank Charton, Arnold Porter, Gene 
Kerr, Clarence Stewart, Jerry Krohn, and 
Ray Conners serve on the tournament com
mittee.

Winners included Mike Willard, Signal 
Mountain; Don Morris, Jackson, Virgil 
Peters, Franklin, Jack Smith, Knoxville, 
Steve Streeter, Huntsville, Ala., Daniel 
Knight, Warrior, Ala., Ray Green, Lebanon, 
Bill Kennedy, Hixson, Archie Fendley, John
son City, and Lester Hall, Chattanooga.

‘Where To Designate?’

o

o 
o 
o

The 1977 tournament is scheduled to be 
held on Sept. 15-16.

SHARE BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR 

With A FRIEND

“Tell me, Pastor,” asked a layman, “why do Baptists talk so much about the 
Cooperative Program?”

“That is the way our churches pool their money to do mission work,” the 
pastor replied.

“But our church is small, and we don’t have much money.”
“Through the Cooperative Program, a small, poor congregation can have a 

share in the work of hundreds of missionaries in many parts of the world.”
“But how do we know that the money is handled properly?”
“The money given through the Cooperative Program is allocated by respon

sible committees. All Baptist causes receive an equitable share of each dollar 
contributed.”

“That sounds well enough, Brother Pastor, but do you really think it’s 
scriptural?”

“The Cooperative Program is scriptural. The admonition to go into all the 
world motivated the Cooperative Program. It is the best plan ever used to launch 
a worldwide program of missions. I’m sure you have noticed that our budget 
reflects a strong concern for world missions. The Cooperative Program and asso- 
ciational missions are the first items on the list.

These are means by which Baptists express concern for a lost world. The 
question of where to designate money is solved when the church gives the 
Cooperative Program a prominent place in the budget.” '

o

OCTOBER IS COOPERATIVE PROGRAM MONTH
ey 0 Q 0 0 0-0-00-0-0 o 0 0.0 00 p 0 0 0 0 0 pg 0 fl 0 ft SLSLSLSLSLQ.Q.SL QQgCQQQOQgQQQ 0 ft 31g 0 Q P 0 0 Q °

Thursday, September 30, 1976 Page 9



Teaching Missions Will Be Big WMU Push
Southern Baptists are rolling up their 

sleeves to get a big dose of missions educa
tion.

A three-year round of inoculations will 
begin Oct. 1, when Woman’s Missionary 
Union begins pumping its emphasis on 
teaching missions.

“Injecting new life into the study of mis
sions is the best way WMU can fortify the 
Southern Baptist Convention’s bold mission 
strategies,” says Carolyn Weatherford, 
WMU executive director.

So the casual church member who usually 
thinks of missions only at Christmas and 
Easter is likely to find himself in a missions 
book club, in a missions reading contest, or 
studying a missions book.

“WMU is going to give mission study 
the image it deserves. Mission study is eye
opening, life-changing, entertaining, and ab
solutely basic to Christian living, personally 
and in the church-,” she told WMU staff in a 
recent meeting.

Miss Weatherford promised that WMU- 
sponsored mission study will be staged in 
new ways for better quality learning and 
wider participation.

WMU drew up plans for a Teach Mis
sions emphasis two years ago. “We took a 
look at the denomination’s emphasis on 
sharing Christ through bold missions. We 
knew that missions cannot become bold 
until more Southern Baptists learn what 
missions is. That’s why the WMU Executive

ORDER: MANLEY BEASLEY SERMON TAPES
Preached and Recorded at Leawood Baptist Church, Memphis.

A series that will transform your life.

Cost $3.00 per tape (postage included)

Range: 30 to 60 minutes in.length.

From: Glisson Cassettes, 1168 N. Graham, Memphis, Tenn. 38122

1. Knowing Jesus
2. God’s Plan For You
3. Key To Spiritual Growth
4. Being What You Are
5. Learning How To Trust The Lord
6. How To Hear The Voice Of God

Order one at $3.00, all 12 tapes $35.00

Board chose the emphasis,” explained a 
WMU staffer.

For the next twelve months, while the 
SBC emphasis is “Let the Church Stand 
Up,” WMU' will have this theme: “Teach 
Missions To Know, To Grow.”

“To Know, To Grow” stresses personal 
and church development through the study 
of the biblical basis and history of missions.

When the SBC has a two-year round of 
special projects under “Let the Church 
Reach Out—Bold Missions,” WMU themes 
will be “Teach Missions To Be, To Do,” 
and “Teach Missions Boldly.” Projects in

Union Enrollment Up 5%; 
Highest In Forty Years

The fall enrollment at Union University 
in Jackson is up five percent over the previ
ous year and is the largest in the past 40 
years.

A record 1028 students registered for 
classes for the 152nd school year for Union, 
Milburn W. Blanton, director of admissions, 
announced.

“We’ve seen a significant increase in the 
number of transfer and commuting students 
enrolling at Union this past week,” Blanton 
said in commenting on the area of increase.

Maggie Nell Brewer, dean of students, 
reported dorms were filled to capacity and a 
few students are being housed temporarily 
in two dorms on the former campus.

7. Trusting The Lord
8. The Ways Of God
9. Getting A Report

10. Personal Testimony
11. Going On With The Lord
12. Faith And Finances 

these years will sign up men and women for 
short-term mission study groups, for prayer 
retreats, and for other churchwide missions 
information blitzes.

Already WMU has launched the Round 
Table Book Club. In cooperation with Bap
tist Book Store Division of the Sunday 
School Board, WMU is promoting the 
missions book club to get missions reading 
systematically into the hands of Southern 
Baptists.

The first quarterly mailing of Round 
Table Book Club selections went to more 
than 3000 persons. The majority of sub
scribers are WMU members who are in 
Baptist Women book discussion groups. 
Others include pastors and women who are 
not regular WMU participants.

Book Stores will offer three books a 
quarter to club members at a discount. The 
first selections included books on Ecuador 
missions, Bangladesh missions, and witness
ing.

Both WMU and Book Store officials are 
elated over the success of the new missions 
reading plan. “Apparently people are hungry 
for missions reading,” one said. “This is a 
remarkable beginning.”

WMU will urge its officers to promote 
study of the Foreign and Home Mission 
Graded Series churchwide. That means that 
twice a year, the entire church membership 
will have an opportunity for a concentrated 
study of a missions book.

Next February, during WMU Focus 
Week, WMU will invite all church members 
to sign up for a Missions Readathon. Pro
moting a little friendly competition, WMU 
officers will encourage Baptists to read a 
varied slate of missions books and magazines 
for a year. Awards will be presented to 
winners in 1978.

Meanwhile, in WMU organizations of all 
ages, the business of teaching missions to 
1.2 million members will not be as usual. 
WMU’s eight magazines will be loaded with 
missions quizzes, and incentives for indi
vidual missions learning, along with the 
usual stories and studies.

“It’s what we do all the time plus-plus,” 
says Lawrence Webb, director of the WMU 
editorial department. “Baptist Women and 
Baptist Young Women studies will be pre
sented in popular reading style. Then three 
different plans for study will be outlined,” 
he said.

The three study plans range from a simple 
use of what’s in the magazine to a sophisti
cated spin-off into deep inspections.

The first year of the Teach Missions 
emphasis will be augmented by another 
focus called “Minding the Future.” This 
theme calls for churches to expand teaching 
missions to those who should be Acteens, 
Girls in Action, and Mission Friends.
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WMU And Brotherhood Chart Joint Strategy
ROGERSVILLE, Ala.—National staffs of 

the Southern Baptist Woman’s Missionary 
Union (WMU) and the Brotherhood Com
mission pooled their muscles for boosting 
missions education during a joint retreat 
here.

In their first across the board staff con
sultation since 1968, WMU and the Brother
hood leaders pledged themselves to funnel 
missions information through every possible 
medium in a jointly prepared and jointly 
led strategy for missions education.

The proposals for strategy planning will 
ultimately be reported to the Southern Bap
tist Convention (SBC) and its Executive 
Committee.

Leaders also charted a “bold mission’’ 
leadership conference at Glorieta (N.M.) 
Baptist Conference Center, July 9-15, 1977. 
The two missions organizations will offer 
training in major projects for the SBC’s 
1977-79 emphasis on bold mission.

Brotherhood and WMU will jointly spon
sor new approaches to study, prayer, and 
support of missions during the emphasis. 
The bold mission leadership conference will 
be beamed to pastors, church staff, associa- 
tional directors of missions, Brotherhood 
leaders, WMU leaders, church missions 
committees and others who will lead the 
bold mission activities in churches.

In addition, during the Glorieta confer
ence, WMU and Brotherhood will offer a 
full range of training for their officers and 
their leaders. The two organizations will 
jointly stage evening sessions.

“The shared conference at Glorieta is just 
one evidence that WMU and Brotherhood 
are joining hands to expand missions sup
port in churches,” said Carolyn Weatherford 
and Glendon McCullough, executive direc
tors of WMU and Brotherhood respectively 
in a joint statement. “We will put more 
force behind joint sponsoring of church
wide missions activities in order to involve 
people who are not now on WMU or 
Brotherhood roles. At the same time we will 
expand our distinctive activities for men and 
for women,” they said.

The 36 WMU and Brotherhood staff 
members discussed mutual concerns in 
camping, missions organizations on college 
campuses, promoting the home and foreign 
missions graded series of mission books, 
WMU and Brotherhood in language 
churches, and maintaining missions organi
zations in small churches. Task forces laid 
plans for prayer and study projects that will

300 Theater Seats for Sale 
Excellent Condition 
Green Naugahyde 

Contact: Business Office 
Belmont College 

383-7001 (Ext 287) 
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be promoted jointly during the bold mis
sions emphasis in 1977-79.

Both executives addressed the staffs on 
“winds and trends” affecting the organiza
tions. They mentioned the woman’s move
ment, growing missions interest in the de
nomination’s grass roots, para-churches 
groups and interdenominationalism, renewal 
evangelism, changing worship habits, needs
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1 City of Benjamin 
(Josh. 18:24)

5 Pod
8 Where Elijah carried 

the boy (1 Ki. 17:19)
12 Adam’s son
13 Wing: comb, form
14 Whitebeam
15 His head was 

brought to Gideon 
(Judg.7:25)

16 Given to others 
(Mark 12:9)

18 Ocean: abbr.
19 Insect
20 Where Joram went

(2 Ki. 8:21)
22 Money: slang
26 “for we are made a

(1 Cor. 4) 

30 Black bird
31 African garment
32 Irritate
33 Old time laborer
34 South American herb
35 Unlike the leopard
37 “Only — not ye 

against the Lord” 
(Num. 14)

39 The fowls do not 
(Matt. 6:26)

40 King of Assyria 
(Isa. 20:1)

43 Summer drink
46 Houses
49 Watch’s partner 

(Mark 14:38)
50 Hararite

(2 Sam. 23:11)
51 Thoroughfare
52 Diminutive suffix
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Today’s Cryptoverse clue: H equals T

of senior citizens, crisis in the family, and 
the “minister in the pew” or lay persons in 
missions.

Following discussion of how Brotherhood 
and WMU might deal with these forces, 
Miss Weatherford said, “We haven’t decided 
anything yet, except that we will be careful 
to help each other to confront these chal
lenges.” (BP)
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53 Time of day 
(Matt. 28:1)

54 Basin, et al: abbr.
55 Tribe (Rev. 7:6)

DOWN

1 — Strip
2 Encourage
3 Prince of the devils 

(Matt. 12:24)
4 Liturgical vestment
5 “and the heaven — 

(Jas. 5)
6 “that they should be

lieve --- ”
( 2 Thess. 2)

7 Suffix for pepper 
or spear

8 Stratum
9 Mouth: pl.

10 Tree
11 Small child
17 European river
19 Bridle part
21 Golf score
23 “that lie on the —

—” (Num. 10)
24 England’s princess
25 What Christ did for 

all (2 Cor. 5:15)
26 One differs from 

another (1 Cor. 15:41)
27 Lump
28 On the heads of 

kings: abbr.
29 Naaman’s disease 

(2 Ki. 5:27; poss.)
33 Outcast class of 

Japan
35 River (Dan. 8:2)
36 Wine: comb, form
38 German city
41 Brawls
42 Insect
44 Fruit
45 Ogier
46 Utterly foolish
47 Turkish title
48 “put on the — 

man” (Eph. 4)
49 Black-eyed or sweet
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Executive Committee Approves 
Seminary Fund Campaigns

NASHVILLE—The Executive Committee 
of the Southern Baptist Convention semi
annual meeting here, recommended a na
tional 1977-78 Cooperative Program unified 
budget goal of $63.4 million and authorized 
the SBC’s six theological seminaries to con
duct parallel fund raising campaigns with a 
national theme.

In other action during the two-day meet
ing, the Executive Committee honored its 
executive secretary-treasurer, Porter Routh, 
who is completing 25 years as the body’s 
chief executive, and set an Executive Com
mittee operating budget of $611,700 for 
1975-76.

The committee also accepted an offer of 
$200,000 a year, for up to five years, from 
the SBC Sunday School Board to be trans
ferred to the Southern Baptist Foundation 
and divided equally between two of the 
smaller SBC seminaries to build up their 
endowments. The contributions of $100,000 
each will strengthen the programs of Mid
western Seminary in Kansas City and Golden 
Gate Seminary in Mill Valley, Calif., and 
consequently have the effect of strengthen
ing the Sunday School Board’s efforts in 
Christian education, an executive Commit
tee spokesman said.

The recommended 1977-78 Cooperative 
Program budget will be presented to the 
1977 Southern Baptist Convention annual 
meeting in Kansas City for approval. The 
recommendation calls for not more than 
$54,000,000 of that amount for the basic 
operating needs of SBC agencies, $1,080,000 
for capital needs and $8,320,000 in challenge 
funds for “bold advance.”

The 1976-77 national Cooperative Pro
gram figure, already approved, is $55 mil
lion, with $49 million of that amount as the 
basic operating budget. The 1975-76 Coop
erative Program goal was $51 million, with 
$41 million ticketed for basic operating 
needs. The 1975-76 fiscal year ends Sep
tember 30.

The seminary fund-raising campaigns will 
be implemented by a 16-member commit
tee, including the seminary presidents, which 
will be named by SBC President James L. 
Sullivan to plan the campaigns in keeping 
with Article VI of the SBC’s business and 
financial plan.

Southwestern and Southern Campaigns 
Already Underway

Two seminaries, Southwestern in Fort 
Worth and Southern in Louisville, already 
have $8 million and $10 million campaigns 
underway respectively.

The Executive Committee’s 1976-77 oper
ating budget of $611,700 represents a $42,- 
700 increase over the 1975-76 budget and 
includes a six percent cost of living adjust
ment for Executive Committee staff salaries.

The Executive Committee also approved 
a recommendation that the Cooperative 
Program Forum be continued to operate in 
cooperation with the task force authorized 
by the convention to assist in undergirding 
the denomination’s “Bold Mission Thrust” 
projected for the last quarter of the century.

The Forum is comprised of representatives 
of SBC agencies and state conventions and 
coordinates Cooperative Program promo
tion, under the leadership of the SBC 
Stewardship Commission.

The Radio and Television Commission 
was given full responsibility for setting up 
closed circuit television image magnifica
tion for annual convention sessions, when 
needed, with the SBC Pastors’ Conference 
and agencies of the convention reimbursing

Progress Report Given On 
Ministry To The Aging

By Wade Darby

J. Ralph McIntyre, chairman of the board 
of directors of the Tennessee Baptist Ser
vice Corporation, gave a progress report to 
the Executive Board of'the Tennessee Bap
tist Convention during its meeting in Brent
wood, Sept. 21, and announced the possibil
ity of four facilities in the near future.

“Two years of tedious and frustrating 
work on the part of Gene Kerr and his 
18-member board of directors will soon re
sult in ov^r 500 units of housing to the 
retired and the elderly,” said McIntyre. The 
TBSC, which is less than two years old, has 
considered and studied 20 or more sites 
across the state.

TBSC has the responsibility for a state
wide ministry, and studies are underway in 
all three major sections of the state. Of all 
the possibilities, four specific facilities are 
projected at this time.

TBSC also feels a responsibility to minis
ter to all segments of Tennessee Baptist life 
and is projecting facilities which will meet 
the needs of varied groups, McIntyre said.

Some will want to purchase and own their 
retirement quarters. Deer Lake (a Baptist 
retirement village) which will be located on 
a 19-acre site at the corner of U. S. 70 South 

the commission for special services as they 
have in the past.

The Executive Committee approved an 
action to transfer $30,000 each year to the 
Radio and Television Commission for the 
next three years for image magnification, 
which has been used at SBC annual sessions 
for the past three years.

Other Executive Committee business in
cluded granting of permission to the Sunday 
School Board to publish a new magazine, 
“Living with Children”, selection of the At
lanta Hilton as the 1978 SBC headquarters 
hotel, and adoption of resolutions on the re
tirement of six Southern Baptist leaders.

The committee expressed appreciation for 
the service of John P. Baker, who will retire 
Dec. 31 as executive secretary of the North
ern Plains Baptist Convention; O. L. Bay
less, who will retire Feb. 28 as editor of the 
“Rocky Mountain Baptist”; Kendall Berry, 
who will retire Dec. 31- as the executive 
secretary of the Southern Baptist Founda
tion; C. E. Boyle, who will retire Dec. 31 
as editor of the “Northwest Baptist”; John J. 
Hurt Jr., who will retire early next year as 
editor of the “Baptist Standard”; and Arthur 
B. Rutledge, who will retire Dec. 31 as 
executive director-treasurer of the Home 
Mission Board. (BP) 

and Hicks Road in the Bellevue section of 
Davidson County will meet this need. The 
village will consist of 150 units of one and 
two bedroom residences built on a duplex 
and triplex plan. Residents will purchase 
their residence and own it. Prices will range 
from $21,000 to $31,000. The developers, 
Bill Gregg and Harry Rowland, Retirement 
Housing Services, project ground breaking 
within a few weeks.

Belmont Plaza (a temporary name) con
sists of 123 units within a facility adjacent 
to Belmont College. Residents will pay a 
founders fee at entrance and a monthly 
maintenance charge which will include two 
meals per day as well as some health care 
services. Announcement of exact amounts 
await progress in studies now underway.

Old Hickory Towers (a Baptist retirement 
center) will be located in the Old Hickory 
community of Davidson County and will 
have 211 units. This facility will be a 12- 
story high-rise and will be available to those 
who are eligible for federal assistance.

Holly Oaks, (a Baptist retirement village) 
near Dandridge is at a crucial financial 
stage of development, and a detailed 
announcement cannot be made at this time.

Page 12 Baptist And Reflector



Indiana Baptists Defeat 
Encampment Fund Drive

INDIANAPOLIS—A proposal to con
duct a $2 million capital funds drive for the 
development of Highland Lakes Baptist 
Center was soundly defeated by elected 
“messengers” to the first special called 
session in the 18-year history of the State 

. Convention of Baptists in Indiana.
The campaign had been proposed by the 

convention’s executive committee and a 
Highland Lakes development committee as 
a way to complete the facility on the 400- 
acre site located 25 miles southwest of 
Indianapolis. The master plan of develop
ment, approved by the convention in 1972, 
calls for all types of facilities at the camp
ing, conference and retreat center.

The motion to conduct a capital funds 
campaign lost by a vote of 176-108. An 
earlier procedural motion from the cam
paign steering committee was approved stat
ing that a 75 percent approving vote would 
be necessary before the fund drive would be 
attempted.

The drive would have asked individuals 
to give a “share” which would be $1 dollar 
per day for 3 years. The proposed goal 
would have been 2000 shares.

The fund drive was proposed as an al
ternative to the financial plan approved by 
the 1972 state convention, which would 
have paid for facilities with funds borrowed 
over an eight-year period. However, infla
tion in construction costs would have raised 
the proposal from $1.3 million to over $2 
million.

Opposition to the proposed campaign cen
tered in fears of what this drive might do to 
finances in local churches and the state con
vention. One messenger pointed out that 
Indiana Southern Baptists were being asked 
to give nearly as much each year of the 
campaign ($720,000) as they are now giving 
to missions through the denomination’s Co
operative Program unified budget. The 
state’s 1976 Cooperative Program goal is 
$750,000.

Concern was also expressed that a capital 
funds drive during the next three years 
would focus attention away from the “North 
Central Missions Thrust,” which is an effort 
to double the number of churches in the 
seven north central states, including Indiana.

None of the speakers at the day-long con
vention opposed development of the state 
Baptist assembly or questioned the need for 
such a facility.

Widespread interest in the capital funds 
drive throughout the state was reflected by a 
registration of 306 messengers, the second 
highest registration in the young state con
vention’s history, a spokesman said.

After the vote on the proposed funds 
campaign, the messengers passed a motion 
that the matter of development and of 
financing Highland Lakes Baptist Center be 
referred to the state convention’s executive 
board for further study. (BP)
Thursday, September 30, 1976

The Christian And Politics
By J. Pope Dyer

It has been many years since a student 
in my high school sociology class gave a 
very wise statement. He said, “Bad officials 
are elected by good people, who do not 
vote.”

This candid observation is especially appli
cable today when in 1974 only 36 percent 
of the qualified voters participated in the 
election of officials as compared with 63 
percent in 1960.

To be sure, officials today are targets for 
all types of criticism—some deserved and 
some partisan. It is exceedingly alarming to 
read that estimates indicate that 70 million 
of the 146 million Americans aged 18 and 
older will not vote November 2.

This statement should frighten every 
American and especially Christians. We 
know that the gamblers, racketeers, and 
criminals, as a whole, will go to the polls. 
They will also carry others of their kind 
to vote.

Christians have a great responsibility to 
participate in the election of officials. They, 
too often, are the victims of dirty tricks 
campaigns, untrue statements or criticisms 
and innuendoes. Christians, above all citi
zens, should fortify themselves with the 
facts and freely express their opinions so 
that we may have an informed electorate.

Christians should have house forums in 
which the experience, qualifications, and 
character of the various candidates are 
fully discussed. Few Christian leaders are 
found attending public political rallies, but 
more should attend. I feel that the Christian 
should be aware of the issues, candidates, 
and strengths and weaknesses of those aspir
ing for office.

In a recent survey the following conclu
sion was made, “What this country needs 
most, more than laws and political programs, 
is a few courageous, tireless, devoted lead
ers, in whom the people can put their faith.”

BIBLE PUZZLE PAGE 
ANSWERS

The Christians should recruit candidates. 
They should then frequently contact those 
candidates with words of commendation and 
counsel. Our political environment will 
never get higher than the source that coun
sels the official. If a group of non-political 
citizens put a candidate in the race, raise 
money to finance his campaign, and advise 
him after the election, then we can expect 
that official to be loyal to his constituents.

Christians must become aware that select
ing good candidates, contributing to cam
paigns of good candidates, and advising 
good candidates is one way to improve our 
government.

I am not advocating that the candidate do 
his political endeavors in the church. All 
political activities of the candidate must be 
separate from the church program.

The candidate may go to church on Sun
day and participate in the various activities 
of the church without political emphasis.

I am especially eager to see Christians 
vote, to select high class candidates, and to 
give frequent advice and counsel to them. .

Christians cannot divorce themselves from 
the numerous complex problems—social, 
economic, educational, and others.

The answer to improvement of our politi
cal ills is not dissatisfaction, condemnation, 
and alienation. The answer is through full 
participation—not as ward healers but as 
honest, informed, courageous citizens.

The Christian has a great responsibility to 
participate in political activities—not abdi
cate to those who have selfish and unchris
tian motives.

Dyer is a lawyer in Chattanooga and a member 
of Red Bank Church.

Laughs
One secretary to another at the Internal 

Revenue office, “Here’s another good one, 
Mabel. Bachelor, no dependents, $35,000 a 
year.”

* ♦ ♦

Joe: “Sorry to keep you waiting. I’ve been 
setting a trap for my wife.”

Bob: “Heavens! What do you suspect?” 
Joe: “A mouse in the pantry.”

♦ ♦ ♦

Two nuns were caught in a shower of rain 
as they walked down the street. They darted 
in the entrance to a building which hap
pened to be headquarters for the Unemploy
ment Compensation Commission. While 
waiting for the rain to stop two men came 
in, who had been laid off from work, to get 
their unemployment checks. One said to the 
other, “things must really be bad if the Pope 
is laying ’em off, too.”
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, October 3, 1976

The Priesthood Of All Believers
By Dr. W. R. White 

Baylor University, Waco, Texas

Basic Passages: Exodus 19:3-6; Revelation 1:4-6; Hebrews 7:26-27; 4:14-16; Romans 
12:1-2

Focal Passages: Revelation 1:4-6; Hebrews 7:26-27; 4:14-16; Romans 12:1-2

One of the revolutionary emphases of the 
New Testament was the advocacy of the 
priesthood of all believers.

The priesthood of the Old Testament was 
a select group chosen from the Levites. 
They alone functioned as priests.

Now every believer in Christ as Redeemer 
and Lord is a priest. That is, he can go to 
God through Christ without any human 
intermediary. It is sometimes referred to as 
the “competency of each soul before God.”

We have pastors, teachers and evangelists 
and even servants, or deacons, but no special 
official called “priest” any more in the New 
Testament church. Others may expound the 
Word to us, instruct us, exhort, encourage 
and serve us but we are to have that sacred 
moment when we meet God in Christ our
selves. The way to God is open to each true 
believer at any time.
REDEEMED ROYAL PRIESTHOOD— 
Revelation 1:4-6

The message is given through John to the 
membership of the seven churches in Asia. 
The message is from God the Father, the 
Holy Spirit and the risen Christ. Seven 
carries the idea of completeness and in
clusiveness.

We have been redeemed or washed from

POST and CO. 
FOR SALE

Church NEW Buses
USED 

Reconditioned 
Painted & Lettered (Church Colors) 

Call Collect—615-523-2102
617 24th St., Knoxville, TN 37921

our sin and made kings and priests unto 
God. Peter refers to us as a royal priest
hood. Each is a member of the royal family. 
Each is a priest. We are equal in authority 
and equal in our right to direct approach to 
God. (See I Peter 2:9)
THE SUPERIORITY OF OUR HIGH 
PRIEST—Hebrews 7:26-27

Our High Priest is so unlike the high 
priest of the Old Covenant. He is holy, 
harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners 
and made higher than the heavens.

He need not make a sacrifice for His own 
sins. He need not make repeated sacrifices 
for the sins of the people, for He is a 
once-for-all sacrifice for them. Such a High 
Priest we have!
WE HAVE UNINHIBITED DIRECT
ACCESS TO GOD—Hebrews 4:14-16

Our High Priest has passed into the 
heavens and is at the right hand of God.

He is not stern and foreboding. He can 
be touched with the feeling of our infirmi
ties. He has been tempted in all points like 
as we are—yet without sin. He knows our 
tests but overcame them that He might be 
qualified to help us. Otherwise, he would be 
either absorbed with His own fatal blunder 
or cold and aloof.

%

OUR PRIESTLY SACRIFICE—Romans 
12:1-2

We are to present our bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God. This 
is to inspire and motivate others and point to 
the redeeming sacrifice of Christ. Our sacri
fice has no atoning efficacy but is our 
reasonable service.

W. Marvin Watson To
Chair Seminary Campaign

FORT WORTH—W. Marvin Watson, 
former U.S. postmaster general, has been 
named national chairman for Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary’s “Eight by 
Eighty” campaign which seeks to raise $8 
million by 1980.

His most immediate involvement in the 
campaign is expected to come with the 
soon-to-begin fund drives in Dallas and 
Houston.

Serving with Watson will be evangelist 
Billy Graham, who has agreed to serve as 
honorary national chairman. Graham is ex
pected to lend his support and influence as 
the campaign begins to go into select target 
cities around the country.

Watson, who served in the cabinet during 
the administration of President Lyndon B. 
Johnson, most recently served as executive 
vice president for corporate affairs of the 
Occidental International Corporation. He is 
vice chairman of Southwestern’s advisory 
council and a member of the board of 
directors of the Billy Graham Evangelistic 
Association.

Last March, Watson was keynote speaker 
for the kickoff of the Fort Worth phase 
of the “Eight by Eighty” campaign. At that 
time he cited the need for trained ministers 
who will carry the missionary message of 
Christ around the world.

The “Eight by Eighty” campaign seeks to 
raise $3 million for capital improvements 
and $5 million for the seminary’s endow
ment fund. The fund drive is divided into 
three stages. The initial Fort Worth phase, 
with a $2 million goal, is expected to be 
concluded this year. Campaigns for selected 
Texas cities, including Dallas and Houston, 
are slated to begin in early 1977. The 
national phase, with a $3 million goal, is 
expected to begin in 1978. (BP)

Fourteen Exposed To Rabies 
At Thai Baptist Hospital

BANGKLA, Thailand — Fourteen em
ployees of the Thailand Baptist Mission Hos
pital here were recently exposed to rabies.

After being admitted to the hospital, a 
Thai woman showed definite signs of having 
rabies. She was transferred to a rabies hos
pital in Bangkok where the disease was 
confirmed.

The exposed employees who had to take 
the 14-day-series of rabies shots included 
a Thai doctor, two Thai nurses, one Ameri
can nurse and 10 nurses aides, one who was 
eight months pregnant.

Rabies is not uncommon in Thailand, 
according to Maxine (Mrs. Robert) Stewart, 
Southern Baptist missionary press represent
ative. She reported that rabies kills 280 
persons annually in Thailand.
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On Matters ol

Family Living
By Dr. B. David Edens

Director, Marriage and Family Program 
Stephens College—Columbia, Missouri 65201

Food Allergy
The following comments are from Dr. 

Claude A. Frazier. He is the author of 
Parent’s Guide to Allergy in Children and 
Coping with Food Allergy:

Allergy is a strange business. Even a good 
many physicals outside of this medical spe
cialty find it somewhat mysterious, even 
suspect. Victims of allergy sometimes find 
themselves treated as hypochondriacs by 
relatives and friends and even, on occasion, 
by their own doctors. Yet, allergy is very 
real and can be, although rarely is, fatal. In 
the'main, it is an uncomfortable, persistent, 
an.d often debilitating disease. It is capable 
of breaking up a courtship, of destroying a 
marriage, of exacting a job, of causing 
fa’rlure in school, even of losing an election.

Incredible?
Not really, although perhaps a bit exag

gerated. Some lovers have undoubtedly been 
turned off by the sniffles and sneezes of their 
beloved’s hay fever or by an unpredictable 
outcropping of eczema. Some husbands, 
when forced to choose between their smok
ing habit and their wives’ allergy to tobacco, 
have been known to go the divorce court 
route. Many a worker allergic to industrial 
fumes or chemicals has had to seek other 
employment. Youngsters beset by asthma 
often lose too many classroom days, while 
others suffering from the strange allergic 
tension—fatigue syndrome have spent so 
many hours in the principal’s office because 
of aberrant behavior that they have fallen 
behind their peers. Finally, although I have 
no statistics to prove it, I am sure that there 
have been politicians so allergic to a number 
of things ranging from chicken a la king to 
cigarette smoke that they have lost their 
bids for public office.

Allergy is an environmental disease. Its 
causes are to be found in what its sufferers 
eat, drink, inhale or contact. It is generally 
defined as a sensitivity to substances ordi
narily harmless for most people.

Why are some people allergic while others 
are not?

Because some people appear to possess 
an overabundance of a certain antibody, 
IgE. Antibodies protect against foreign in
trusion, but a plethora may overprotect. 
Thus, when IgE antibodies clash with some 
substances (called allergens), chemical medi
ators such as histamine are released to 
various body organs and systems. They can 
be damaging, and the symptoms they pro-
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HISTORICALLY
FROM THE FILES

50 YEARS AGO
Italian Baptists in Memphis con

stituted a church. The new church was 
the result of the missionary vision and 
zeal of Pastor A. U. Boone and Mem
phis First Church. The new church 
had 40 members and a pastor, Joseph 
Papia.

George W. Truett preached his 
29th anniversary sermon to members 
of Dallas First Church. It was a 
capacity crowd.

£ 25 YEARS AGO
The day following Pastor W. Fred 

Kendall’s sixth anniversary at Jackson 
First Church, a leading clothier 
phoned him and conveyed the news 
that a new $100 Kuppenheimer suit 
awaited him, a gift from the church.

L. W. Hart, pastor of Athens First 
Church (Alabama) accepted the call 
to Old Hickory First Church and was 
already on the field.

10 YEARS AGO
Valley View Chapel, Nashville, was 

constituted into a church with 118 
charter members. The chapel was 
started in 1957 under the sponsorship 
of Riverside Church, Nashville. Dan 
Farmer was called as pastor of the 
new church.

Paris First Church was preparing to 
dedicate an educational unit. Cost of 
construction was $210,000. Carroll C. 
Owen was pastor.

duce can range from eczema to asthma, 
from stomach upset to abnormal behavior. If 
it is anything, allergy is versatile!

Certain factors play a role in when, if, 
and how badly such allergy symptoms will 
be,—the presence of infection, the amount 
and duration of exposure to an allergenic 
substance and that substance’s allergenic 
potency, an inherited tendency, weather 
changes, heat, cold and light, and even 
emotional stress. Allergy often keeps trou
blesome company!

RNA Elects W. A. Reed
To Presidency

MINNEAPOLIS—W. A. (Bill) Reed Jr., 
religion news editor for the “Nashville Ten
nessean”, was elected here as national presi
dent of the Religion Newswriters Associa
tion (RNA), succeeding Richard Ostling of 
“Time” magazine.

Reed, who challenged the RNA in a 
1971 speech in Milwaukee to make its 
membership'fully racially inclusive, became 
both the first Southerner and the first black 
to serve as RNA president. He is a Baptist 
layman.

RNA, organized 28 years ago, is made up 
of reporters covering religion for the secular 
press throughout the United States and 
Canada.

In other action, Marjorie Hyer of the 
“Washington Post” succeeded Reed as RNA 
first vice president and president of the 
RNA’s Supple Board of Managers, which 
supervises the organization’s annual national 
awards.

James Adams of the “St. Louis Post Dis
patch” was elected second vice president and 
membership chairman of RNA. and Ben 
Kaufman of the “Cincinnati Enquirer” was 
elected treasurer of both the RNA and the 
Supple Board of Managers.

Reed, a veteran newsman, joined the 
“Tennessean” in 1961 and became religion 
news editor in 1965. He is a graduate of 
Fisk University and has done additional 
graduate study. He is also a former RNA 
second vice president.

The RNA met in Minneapolis in con
junction with the Triennial General Con
vention of the Episcopal Church, which the 
members covered for their respective news 
organizations. (BP)

Southern Seminary Tops 
Past Enrollment Records

LOUISVILLE, Ky.—One hundred and 
seventy-four Tennessee students are part of 
a record-breaking enrollment at Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary here this fall.

Total fall enrollment this year stands at 
2033 students, an increase of seven percent 
over last fall’s record-breaking enrollment. 
An even higher increase was noted among 
students in the degree programs of the semi
nary’s schools of theology, religious educa
tion and church music. There the total 
reached 1696, an increase of more than 
11 percent over last fall. The remainder of 
the students are enrolled in the Boyce Bible 
School or evening school programs.

Total enrollment for the 1975-76 aca
demic year exceeded 2400 students, making 
Southern Seminary the largest private col
lege or graduate school in Kentucky. Semi
nary officials predict that enrollment in this 
academic year may approach 3000 students.

This marks the 16th consecutive year in 
which Southern Seminary has shown an 
increase in enrollment.
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Grace Church In Thailand 
Observes 25th Anniversary

BANGKOK, Thailand — Grace Baptist 
Church, the first Baptist church to be orga
nized in Thailand as a result of Southern 
Baptist work there, recently celebrated its 
25 th anniversary.

Part of the celebration included the dedi
cation of an educational building, according

Annuity Board Will Send 
Representative To TBC

DALLAS—Gene P. Daniel, vice presi
dent of development—agencies, will repre
sent the Southern Baptist Convention Annu
ity Board at the Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion in Jackson, Nov. 16-18.

Daniel will explain the Board’s retire
ment and insurance programs for Southern 
Baptists in church-related vocations.

Daniel also will be available to answer 
questions and offer counseling on the Board’s 
entire ministry.

He will place special emphasis on encour
aging participation in a new church retire
ment program which becomes effective Jan. 
1, 1978.

The Annuity Board provides retirement 
protection for more than 40,000 ministers 
and other church employees in the SBC.

The Board also administers life, as well 
as medical and disability insurance.

Benefits are paid to more than 10,000 
annuitants, including retirees, widows and 
disabled persons.

Claypool Accepts
Mississippi Pastorate

JACKSON, Miss.—John R. Claypool, 
pastor of the 5000-member Broadway Bap
tist Church in Fort Worth, has resigned to 
accept the pastorate of the 500-member 
Northminster Baptist Church here, effective 
Dec. 12.

Claypool, 45, a speaker heavily in demand 
around the Southern Baptist Convention, 
said he made his decision to move because 
his new position will allow him to devote 
more time preaching, counseling and writing.

Before coming to Broadway Church, 
where he was pastor for five years, Claypool 
served for 11 years as pastor of Crescent 
Hills Baptist Church, Louisville.

A native of Franklin, Ky., he is former 
chairman of the SBC Christian Life Commis
sion and preached the annual SBC sermon 
at the 1971 convention in St. Louis. He is 
a graduate of Baylor University and holds 
a doctor of theology degree from South
ern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louis
ville. (BP)
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to Maxine (Mrs. Robert) Stewart, Southern 
Baptist missionary press representative.

Mu Heng-Jui, former pastor of the Bang
kok church and current pastor of the 
Nineteenth Avenue Baptist Church, San 
Francisco, Calif., led in a series of meetings 
and morning Bible studies which were a 
part of the observance. Highlighting the 
week’s activities, he spoke at the Sunday 
morning worship and baptized three new 
members.

In the special Sunday afternoon program, 
Miss W. C. Chao, a former Woman’s Mis
sionary Union president, spoke, and Khun 
Udom, a home missionary sponsored by 
Grace Church, led in a prayer of thanks
giving.

Charter members of Grace Baptist in
cluded three Chinese who had been con
verted on the China mainland, two East 
Indians, two Americans and seven Southern 
Baptist missionaries and one missionary 
child. Southern Baptist Missionary Frances 
Hudgins was one of two charter members 
who was able to attend the anniversary cele
bration.

In the early days of its history, the church 
conducted three worship services—one in 
Mandarin Chinese, one in English and one 
in Thai. Growth made it possible for two 
other churches to be formed from the mem
bership. The Thai language members orga
nized into the Immanuel Church and the 
English-language group became the Calvary 
Baptist Church.

Deaver Lawton, emeritus Southern Bap
tist missionary, and Rudolph Russell were 
co-pastors of Graces Church immediately 
after it was organized in 1951.

Southern Baptist Missionary J. Glenn 
Morris was called as pastor in March 1952 
and served there until May 1960 when Mu, 
a foreign missionary for the Taiwan Baptist 
Convention, became the pastor. Under his 
leadership a new church building, jointly 
financed by the church and by the Foreign 
Mission Board, was constructed.

Mu served the church until 1967 when 
he had to leave Thailand because of visa 
problems. He finally obtained a student visa 
to America and enrolled in Golden Gate 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Mill Valley, 
Calif. After completing his studies, the 
church invited him back but because of 
further visa difficulties, he took the pastorate 
in California.

Morris has served as an advisor and 
spiritual helper since Mu left. “During these 
years the church has continued to grow in 
every way, depending on a strong and capa
ble lay leadership for the carrying on of all 
its work,” Mrs. Stewart reported.

Home Mission Board
Names 28 US-2ers

ATLANTA—For the next two years, 28 
young adults will test their faith, education 
and maturity in settings which range from 
glamorous ski resorts to garbage and crime 
infested inner cities.

They also will test their commitment to 
full-time Christian vocations.

The 28 were commissioned US-2 mission
aries by the Southern Baptist Convention 
(SBC) Home Mission Board. US-2 is 
Peace Corps-like program for 
young people interested in 
giving two years of their lives to 
home mission work.

Of those appointed, some will 
be teachers, others will work 
with apartment dwellers, the 
deaf, students, language and 
ethnic groups and church mem- ® 
bers. They will make efforts to 
minister to young and old, afflu
ent and poverty stricken. They 
will range from Alaska to At
lanta and from Arizona to the 
Eastern Seaboard.

Thirteen will work in Chris
tian social ministries areas. One 
is assigned to church extension 
work, five to language missions 
and nine to special missions min
istries.

Jo Ann Wright of Winchester, 
Va., will work at Fifth Avenue 
Church in Knoxville, in Chris
tian social ministries. She is a 
graduate of Radford College.
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Aid Given Lebanese 
By Israeli Christians

JERUSALEM—A national interfaith re
lief committee for aiding the victims of the 
Lebanese civil war has been set up here.

Among the members are Jews, Muslims 
and Christians. Marcus C. Reed, chairman 
of the Baptist Convention of Israel, was 
named to represent the Christian com
munity. Reed is a Southern Baptist repre
sentative to Israel.

Baptists of the West Jerusalem congrega
tion are contributing food and money. 
Robert L. Lindsay, Southern Baptist repre
sentative in Israel, is pastor of the church. 
The congregation is made up of people of 
many nationalities. Wes Brown, American 
Baptist Churches representative in Jerusalem 
and a member of the congregation, is chair
man of the project.

“Some refugees from Lebanon who come 
to the border need medical attention. Some 
of them come to work in Israel,” said James 
W. Smith, Southern Baptist representative to 
Ashkelon, Israel. “The Baptists in Israel 
have been assisting in transporting people 
from the border to medical aid stations. In 
some cases the children of Baptist repre
sentatives care for the Lebanese children 
while mothers are receiving medical help.”

Baptist And Reflector


