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TBSC OFFICERS—Re-elected as officers of the Board of Trustees of Tennessee Baptist 
Service Corporation were (from left) Ralph McIntyre, chairman; Ed Meier, secretary; 
Kenneth Ross, vice-chairman.

TBSC accepts contractor's bid 
for Belmont Plaza construction

The Board of Trustees for the Tennessee 
Baptist Service Corporation has accepted a 
bid for the construction of a 123-unit resi
dence for elderly citizens to be built in 
Nashville.

The project, which is temporarily called 
“Belmont Plaza” would be constructed on 
property near the Belmont College campus.

In other action at its meeting Dec. 2 in 
Brentwood, the board re-elected its officers, 
clarified that funds raised by the current 
campaign would be used to pay for the 
campaign, and heard reports on several 
other projects.

Re-elected as officers of the TBSC were

The estimated total cost of Belmont Plaza 
was regarded as $3,052,500 by the board. 
This will include additional items, such as 
landscaping, carpeting, storm drainage, and 
“fixed equipment” items. Above this amount 
would be the cost of the property, the cost 
of financing, architect fees, and certain fur
nishings in the apartments. Board leaders 
emphasized that all of this would come 
within the $5-million debt ceiling imposed 
on the TBSC by messengers to the Tennes
see Baptist Convention which met last 
month in Jackson.

chairman, Ralph McIntyre, pastor of 
Brainerd Church, Chattanooga; vice-chair
man, Kenneth Ross, Brentw ; and sec
retary, Ed Meier, Memphis.

The board also na an executive com
mittee, composed of chairman, Gaye Mc- 
Glothlen, Nashville; L. B. Jennings, Tulla
homa; Mrs. Sam Weiland, Brentw >
Meier; and Ross. As chairman, McIntyre

The trustees authorized Gene Kerr, exec
utive director of the corporation, to pro
ceed with the arrangements for purchas
ing the property in south Nashville.

Kerr reported to the TBSC Board of Trus
tees that “everything seems to be go” on 
construction of Old Hickory Towers, a 210- 
unit, 12-story residence for the elderly in 
Old Hickory. Although this project would 
be managed by the corporation, it is being 
financed outside of the state convention

is an ex-officio member of the c •J II III ittee.
through a private loan insured by the U.S,

Selected as contractor for construction of 
Belmont Plaza was Joe M. Rogers and As
sociates with a bid of $2,775,000. The ac
ceptance is subject to the sale of bonds by 
the bank which is handling the project’s 
financing.

The trustees were told that the financial 
conditions could be worked out by Feb. 1, 
1977, so that construction could begin at 
that time. The contractor estimates the facil
ity would be completed in about 14 months.

Federal Housing Administration.
At last Thursday’s meeting, the board did

authorize $1, for a site survey, $3,
for soil testing, and up to $12,000 for a
feasibility study on the project. These 
amounts will be repaid to the board when 
the loan is secured.

The Tennessee Baptist Service Corpora
tion was authorized by the 1974 TBC to 
provide ministries and housing facilities for 
the aging. The 18-member Board of Trus
tees is elected by the convention.

Nov. mission gifts 
reach $905,847

Tennessee Baptists’ mission gifts through 
the Cooperative Program reached $905,- 
847.83 for the month of November, accord
ing to Ralph Norton, executive secretary
treasurer of the Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion.

Norton commended Tennessee churches 
and their members for what he described 
as a “tremendous expression of their mis
sion concern” in one of the highest months 
in mission giving in TBC history. He noted, 
however, that the five-Sunday month of Oc
tober perhaps had some influence on the 
large gifts.

November was the first month under the 
convention’s new budget which was adopted 
at the Jackson convention last month. Hie 
Cooperative Program goal was set at $9.4 
million, making a monthly goal of $783,- 
333.33. November’s receipts were 16 per
cent above this amount.

Cooperative Program receipts for No
vember 1975 were $491,980.94.

Baptists Surpass Goal 
For 1976 State Missions

Tennessee Baptists surpassed their 1976 
Golden State Missions Offering goal of 
$275,000 by raising $277,661.66 for mis
sion work in the State of Tennessee.

Announcement of the success of the offer
ing goal came from Ralph Norton, execu
tive secretary-treasurer of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention. The figure reflects 
monies given as of Nov. 30, 1976. State 
Missions Week was observed in Tennessee 
Sept. 12-19.

Allocations for the 1976 Golden State 
Missions Offering will go to various sum
mer missions and schools, disaster relief 
fund, mission center work, camps, United 
Tennessee League Inc., international stu
dents, the handicapped, Burney love gifts 
(aid to children of Tennessee missionaries), 
scholarship fund, student work with blacks, 
and special rural and mountain missions.

Owen Henley Announces 
Retirement In Dallas

Owen Henley, vice president and director 
in investments, mortgage loans and real 
estate, has announced his retirement, effec
tive Mar. 1, after 31 years of service with 
the Annuity Board, SBC in Dallas.

Beginning his tenure with the Board in 
1945, he was a bookkeeper, accountant, 
assistant to the treasurer, assistant director 
of investments, and vice president in 1970.
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Reports from State Conventions
During the last six weeks, most of the 

33 state conventions affiliated with the 
Southern Baptist Convention held their 
annual meetings.

Here is a summary of the major activities 
of the annual sessions, compiled from Bap
tist Press reports and state Baptist news
papers.

ALABAMA
Meeting in Birmingham, messengers to 

the Alabama Baptist Convention approved 
a $13.3-million annual budget (with 35.5 
percent shared with SBC Cooperative Pro
gram), passed a resolution for prayer and 
support of President-elect Jimmy Carter, 
and approved resolutions opposing violence 
on television, pornography, and alcohol 
abuse.

During the convention more than 5,000 
Baptists (from five different conventions) 
attended a Bicentennial “festival of Praise” 
and heard Oklahoma Gov. David Boren, 
Alabama Gov. George Wallace, U. S. Rep
resentative John Buchanan, and Gardner 
Taylor, black Baptist pastor in Brooklyn, 
N.Y.

ARIZONA
At their 48th annual session, messengers 

to the Arizona Southern Baptist Convention 
gathered in Tucson, adopted a record 
$1,673,944 budget, and asked their execu
tive secretary (Roy F. Sutton) to delay his 
retirement until 1978.

The record budget will share 22 percent 
with mission causes supported through the 
SBC Cooperative Program.

ARKANSAS
Messengers to the Arkansas Baptist Con

vention meeting in Little Rock passed a 
resolution aimed at eliminating seating of 
messengers from churches which practice 
alien immersion and voted down a proposal 
to build a new Baptist office building.

In other action the messengers approved 
a $5,462,191 budget for 1977 and author
ized a $1-million endowment campaign for 
Baptist student work.

CALIFORNIA
In a San Diego session, messengers to the 

Southern Baptist General Convention of
California approved a record $4.8-million 
budget, resolved to uphold President-elect 
Jimmy Carter “in our prayers,” appointed 
a committee to study salaries and suggest 
salary structures and policies within con
vention boards and agencies, and co: Hill

sioned California Southern Baptist editor 
Elmer Grey to write an up-to-date conven
tion history.

COLORADO
The Colorado Baptist General Conven

tion meeting in Greeley voted to convey 
prayer and concern for President-elect 
Jimmy Carter and approved a record budget 
of $1,149,967 for 1977. The messengers 
also heard reports that nine new churches— 
including two black congregations—had 
affiliated with the convention.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
The District of Columbia Baptist Con

vention voted to invite Ji iiiii Carter toy
address its 1977 centennial celebration. The 
convention was organized in 1877 at Wash
ington’s Calvary Church. The messengers 
also voted to remember the President-elect 
“in both our private and public prayers 
asking God to give him the moral courage, 
the spiritual vision, and the physical strength 
to lead our nation.”

FLORIDA
Meeting in Daytona Beach, the Florida 

Baptist State Convention voted to delete a 
requirement that associations be consulted 
in filling vacancies on state boards. Oppo
nents to the procedure (which had been 
used for three years) noted that it violates 
Baptist polity in that all bodies are to be 
autonomous.

In other actions the messengers approved 
a record $7.5-million budget with 47 per
cent shared with the SBC Cooperative Pro
gram.

GEORGIA
The Georgia Baptist Convention pledged 

prayer support to .President-elect Jimmy 
Carter, authorized a $13-million capital 
funds drive for its institutions, and approved 
a $10-million budget for 1977.

The messengers passed a resolution on 
openness in church life which stated, “the 
Lordship of Christ demands that churches 
support the New Testament principle that 
Christ lived and died for all persons and 
that all persons are, therefore, welcome 
into any and all expressions of the church.” 
The resolution was approved three days 
after racial barriers were removed at Car
ter’s home church in Plains, Ga.

HAWAII
Messengers to the Hawaii Baptist Con

vention approved a 1977 budget of $1,593,- 
077, resolved to pray for President-elect 
Jimmy Carter, and approved a mission out
reach strategy.

ILLINOIS
Meeting in Marion, messengers to the 

Illinois Baptist State Association approved 

a $2.3-million budget and authorized a $1- 
million funds campaign to provide “seed 
money for new churches” which are started 
as a part of the North Central Mission 
Thrust.

A motion to deny seating to churches that 
ordain women was ruled out of order by the 
president on grounds that the state conven
tion’s constitution does not recognize such 
practice as a test of fellowship. The mes
sengers sustained this ruling.

The messengers voted not to purchase a 
camp near Bloomington which would have 
been developed into a state Baptist assembly.

INDIANA
The State Convention of Baptists in Indi

ana voted to oppose pari-mutuel gambling 
and violence and immorality on television 
and to assure President-elect Ji Hilly Carter
of “prayers and concern” during its annual 
meeting in Fort Wayne.

KANSAS-NEBRASKA
Messengers to the Kansas-Nebraska Con

vention of Southern Baptists adopted resolu
tions urging the convention’s churches to 
practice an “open door policy” to persons 
of all races coming to worship; assured 
President-elect Jimmy Carter of prayers; 
and adopted $1,291,387 budget for 1977.

A motion was defeated which would 
have reprimanded the convention Executive 
Board for a decision to proceed with con
struction of a new Baptist state office build
ing in Topeka.

KENTUCKY
Gathering in Lexington, the Kentucky 

Baptist Convention heard a report from a 
committee doing an in-depth study on the 
convention’s Board of Child Care and ex
tended the committee for three more years. 
The messengers asked the board to delay 
expenditures for capital needs until the study 
is completed.

A record $8.7-million budget was ap
proved, of which 34 percent will be shared 
through the Southern Baptist Cooperative 
Program.

LOUISIANA
Louisiana Baptist Convention messengers 

resolved to pray for President-elect Jimmy 
Carter and voiced concern over encroach
ments by government into Baptist life. The 
messengers raised the percentage of their 
state Cooperative Program being shared 
with the Southern Baptist Convention from 
32 to 33 percent, when adopting a record 
$7-million budget for 1977. ,

(Continued on page 3)
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Reports from 
State Conventions

(Continued from page 2)

MARYLAND
The Baptist Convention of Maryland 

passed resolutions which attacked racism, 
praised the Plains (Ga.) Church for ending 
racial discrimination, urged prayer for 
President-elect Jimmy Carter, praised pub
lic media for coverage of Southern Baptists 
during Carter’s campaign, and urged boy
cotts of both television shows which glamor
ize “crime, violence, and perverted sexual 
values” and products of these shows’ spon
sors.

The messengers approved a budget of 
$2-million. The convention will share 40 
percent of its Cooperative Program gifts 
with SBC mission causes.

MICHIGAN
The Baptist State Convention of Michigan 

noted its 25th year of Southern Baptist 
work during its convention in South Lyon, 
recalling the first efforts made in 1951. The 
convention now has 200 churches with 
almost 40,000 members.

A record $1,469,785 budget was approved 
for 1977.

MISSISSIPPI
Meeting in Jackson, messengers to the 

Mississippi Baptist Convention passed a 
resolution asking for effecting legislation 
against pornography, expressed appreciation 
for recent Mississippi legislation which gives 
clergy the right to “privileged communica
tion,” and passed a record $8.5-million 
budget.

MISSOURI
The Missouri Baptist Convention, meeting 

in Independence, passed resolutions sup
porting religious liberty and opposing unde
sirable television programming. The mes
sengers approved a record $6.5-million state 
convention budget.

NEW MEXICO
The Baptist Convention of New Mexico 

voted to approve the convention’s first $1- 
million budget and passed a resolution 
encouraging Baptist agencies to avoid busi
ness contracts with organizations which sell 
alcoholic beverages. The resolution grew out 
of a protest by some New Mexico pastors 
that commodities used by the Glorieta Bap
tist Conference Center were being purchased 
from firms that also sell alcoholic beverages. 
The manager of the center, which is owned 
by the Sunday School Board, said that as 
far as he knows, such was not the case.

NEW YORK
Messengers to the New York Baptist Con

vention voted their first $1-million budget, 
elected a black pastor as vice-president, and 
took stands on homosexuality, abortion, 
gambling, and Transcendental Meditation.

NORTH CAROLINA
A $12-million budget, plus another $1- 

million challenge goal, was approved by 
messengers to the North Carolina Baptist 
Convention, with one-third to be shared 
with SBC Cooperative Program mission 
causes. The messengers also authorized a 
committee to study the needs of the aging 
and report to the 1977 convention.

NORTHERN PLAINS
Roy W. Owen, new executive director

treasurer for Southern Baptists of the North
ern Plains, was inaugurated during the con
vention. He succeeds John Baker who will 
retire Jan. 1.

NORTHWEST
The Northwest Baptist Convention com

mended racial stands by President-elect 
Jimmy Carter, approved its first $1-million 
budget, and elected a Canadian pastor as 
its president. Som6 25 churches in south
west Canada are affiliated with the conven
tion.

OHIO
An amendment was presented to the con

stitution of the State Convention of Baptists 
in Ohio which would exclude a church from 
affiliation should that church lose member
ship in a local Baptist association. Vote on 
the amendment will come at next year’s 
session.

The messengers adopted a study commit
tee report establishing a retirement center 
ministry, which would be the first institu
tional ministry of the 22-year-old conven
tion. The convention has been given prop
erty for the construction of a retirement 
facility.

OKLAHOMA
Messengers to the Baptist General Con

vention of Oklahoma approved a $6.75- 
million budget (with 42 percent for SBC 
Cooperative Program) during their annual 
session in Oklahoma City.

Resolutions were passed opposing porno
graphic literature and violence, vulgarity, 
sadism, and sex on television and in movies.

PENNSYLVANIA-SOUTH JERSEY
The Baptist Convention of Pennsylvania- 

South Jersey pledged prayer support for 
President-elect Jimmy Carter and his admin
istration and urged the Pennsylvania legisla
ture to pass laws authorizing local govern
ment to control obscene literature.

SOUTH CAROLINA
South Carolina Baptists adopted a com

mittee report instructing college trustees that 
“none of our educational institutions should 
accept any further funds for acquisition or 
construction of buildings which would cause 
restriction of purpose.” The action grew out 
of a ruling by federal officials calling for 
an end of sectarian teaching and worship in 
facilities at Baptist College of Charleston 
funded by federal loans.

TEXAS
Messengers to the Baptist General Con

vention of Texas voted to deny the seating 
of four persons from two Dallas area 
churches. The charismatic churches has 
earlier been removed from the fellowship of 
Dallas Baptist Association because they were 
said to be “disruptive to the fellowship and 
worship of other churches in the area.”

The convention’s Credential Committee 
has recommended that the four persons be 
recognized as messengers to the state con
vention, but the convention defeated the 
recommendation.

UTAH-IDAHO
Messengers to the 12th annual Utah- 

Idaho Southern Baptist Convention adopted 
a record budget of $574,022 and approved 
a motion offering prayer support to Presi
dent-elect Jimmy Carter.

VIRGINIA
The Virginia Baptist General Association 

commended Virginia churches which have 
set aside sex role discrimination and have 
given official recognition to women as 
ordained ministers and deacons. The com
mendation, which came from a committee 
on service of women, was passed overwhelm
ingly after debate.

The messengers approved a $7,250,000 
budget, with 38 percent going to mission 
causes supported through the SBC Coopera
tive Program.

WEST VIRGINIA
Messengers to the West Virginia Conven

tion of Southern Baptists urged prayer sup
port for President-elect Jimmy Carter and 
other government leaders and approved 
plans to relocate the convention’s office 
from St. Albans to Charleston. The con
vention confirmed an action of its Executive 
Board to purchase a 48-acre tract near 
Charleston.

Thursday, December 9, 1976 Page 3



Associational Happenings
Grainger Assn. Holds 
Annual Session

All officers were re-elected during the an
nual associational meeting for Grainger 
County recently.

Those leading the association for the com
ing year include: moderator Herman J. Ellis, 
pastor, Rutledge Church; vice-moderator 
Paul Pate, member Mouth of Richland 
Church; treasurer Lloyd Rich, member, 
Bean Station Church; and clerk Samuel H. 
Acuff, member, Blue Springs Church.

Powder Springs and New Corinth 
Churches are slated to host the 1977 sessions 
of the association, Oct. 20-21.

Carthage Pastor To Lead 
New Salem Work

Jere Plunk, pastor, Carthage First Church, 
was elected moderator of New Salem Asso
ciation to succeed C. E. Hall, pastor, Hick
man Church, recently.

James Haynes, pastor, Brush Creek 
Church, was elected vice-moderator. Two 
laymen, Henry H. Smith and Elmer Wills, 
were elected to fill the posts of treasurer and 
clerk, respectively. Smith is a member of 
Carthage First Church, and Wills is a 
member of Hickman Church.

Rome Church is scheduled to host the 
1977 sessions of the associational meeting, 
Oct. 20.
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Concord Messengers 
Hold Annual Meet

Messengers to the Concord Association 
held their annual meeting recently. New 
officers, who were elected in the spring 
session, began their service at the meeting.

Officers included: moderator Lesley Mc
Clure, pastor, Woodbury Road Church; vice
moderator Donald McRae, pastor, Powell’s 
Chapel; treasurer Archie King, pastor, 
Southeast Church; and clerk Sue Webb, 
member of Taylor’s Chapel.

The 1977 sessions for the association are 
scheduled to be held April 26 at Smyrna 
First Church and Oct. 20-21 at Miracle 
Church and Murfreesboro First Church.

Layman Elected Moderator 
In Fayette Association

James Waldrip, a member of Hickory 
Withe First Church, was elected moderator 
of Fayette Association to succeed David 
Goode, pastor, Feathers Chapel Church, 
recently.

Messengers to the annual associational 
meeting also elected vice-moderator Bailey 
Houston, a member of Kirk First Church; 
treasurer and clerk Mrs. Layton Watson, a 
member of Gallaway First Church.

Oakland First Church and Williston 
Church are scheduled to host the 1977 
sessions on Oct. 20-21.

McCray Re-elected In
Jefferson County

Robert D. McCray, pastor, Dandridge 
First Church, wass re-elected moderator of 
Jefferson County Association at its recent 
annual meeting. The vice-moderator, also 
re-elected, was Harold Ball, pastor, Flat Gap 
Church.

A member of Piedmont Church, Mrs. 
Mary M. Seay, was elected to the post of 
treasurer; and E. L. Reese, pastor, Mill 
Springs Church, was re-elected clerk.

Emmanuel and Buffalo Grove Churches 
are slated to host the 1977 sessions of the 
association on Oct. 20-21.

Howard Olive New 
Chilhowee Moderator

Howard G. Olive, pastor, Monte Vista 
Church, is the new moderator for Chil
howee Association. He succeeds Glenn 
Grubb, pastor, Madison Avenue Church, in 
the post.

Elmer Sharp, pastor, Cades Cove Memo
rial Church, was elected vice-moderator. 
John Kosier, pastor, Prospect Church, was 
elected clerk, and Tom Sawyer, was re
elected treasurer.

Steve Playl Elected 
Central Moderator

Stephen Playl, pastor, Shellsford Church, 
McMinnville, was elected moderator of 
Central Association at its annual meeting. 
He succeeds John Blevins, pastor, Gath 
Church.

The new vice-moderator is David Car
den, pastor, Barren Fork Church. Re-elected 
treasurer was Mrs. O. G. DeArmond, Mc
Minnville First Church.

Mrs. Sterling Rigsby, a member of Barren 
Fork Church, was elected clerk.

Messengers voted to bid on a building 
which could be used for an associational 
office.

The 1977 sessions are scheduled to be 
held Oct. 17-18 at Bethel Hill and Madison 
Street Churches.

Beulah Association Adds 
New Church

Broadway Church in Martin was voted 
into membership of Beulah Association dur
ing the recent annual meeting. The church 
is served by pastor Jim Rich.

In electing officers to lead for the coming 
year, messengers voted James Kinsey, pas
tor, Calvary Church, Union City, as mod
erator. Re-elected vice-moderator was 
Robert L. Dodson, pastor, Mt. Pelia Church, 
Martin. Richard Arnold, a member of 
Second Church, Union City, will serve as 
treasurer; and Sheri Preuett, a member of 
Calvary Church, will serve as clerk.

Union City and Troy First Churches are 
slated to host the 1977 sessions of the 
association on Oct. 17-18.

DePaul Succeeds Love 
In Lawrence County

Samuel J. DePaul, pastor, Leoma Church, 
succeeded J. G. Love, pastor, West Point 
Church, as moderator of Lawrence County 
Association at the recent annual meeting of 
the association.

Other officers elected were: vice
moderator Kenneth E. Brewer, pastor, Park 
Grove Church; treasurer Levon Jones, a 
member of Lawrenceburg First Church; and 
clerk June Sandlin, a member of Highland 
Park.

Leoma and Faith Churches are scheduled 
to host the 1977 sessions of the association 
on Oct. 20-21.

See next week’s issue of Baptist and 
Reflector for more reports from as
sociational annual meetings.
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Southern Baptist Schools Pass 
Half-Million Graduate Mark

NASHVILLE — Seventy-one Southern 
Baptist related colleges, seminaries, and 
schools across the nation passed the one- 
half-million mark in total graduates since 
the first one of them was founded in 1825, 
according to statistics compiled here.

The schools, which have continued to 
show enrollment increases, have recorded 
502,683 graduates through the end of the 
1975-76 school year, according to Ben C. 
Fisher, executive director-treasurer of the 
Education Commission of the Southern Bap
tist Convention.

The system of schools currently includes 
43 senior colleges, with 352,675 graduates; 
10 junior colleges, with 70,984 graduates; 
seven theological seminaries, with 40,321; 
seven academies, with 17,319; and four 
Bible schools, with 2,456.

The oldest institution on the list is Fur
man University, Greenville, S. C., founded 
in 1825 and showing 15,464 total graduates; 
and the newest is Palm Beach Atlantic Col
lege, West Palm Beach, Fla., founded in 
1966 and showing 258 graduates, according 
to George Capps, the commission’s associate 
executive director. Baylor University, Waco, 
Tex., founded in 1845, has the most gradu
ates. with 53,235.

Five-year enrollment comparisons, re
leased earlier, indicate that the 71 institu
tions have shown overall increases in total 
enrollment, from 110.143 to 141,554 be
tween the 1969-70 and 1975-76 school 
years. That represents a 28.5 percent in
crease.

James Lee, pastor, Highland Park Bap
tist Church, Lawrenceburg, was the re
cipient of a 1974 Opel car and a check for 
$500 recently. The gifts were presented by 
Dan Daniel, left, and Charles Howell, right, 
on behalf of the church membership. Lee 
celebrated his fifth anniversary as pastor 
of the church in October.

Senior and junior colleges rose from 
94,167 to 120,909 in that period, a 28.4 
percent increase; seminaries, from 12,041 
to 16,550, a 37.5 percent increase; Bible 
schools, 807 to 1,132, a 40.3 percent in
crease; and academies, 3,128 to 2,963, a 5.3 
percent decrease.

“More important than numerical totals,” 
said Fisher, commenting on the growth 
pattern of Southern Baptist schools, “is the 
need for our educational system to con
tinue to emphasize the Christian values 
which will make a difference in the quality 
of life of the students we graduate.” (BP)

Church Secretaries Fulfill 
Certification Requirements

Twenty-three church secretaries from 
Tennessee have completed certification re
quirements under the Church Secretary’s 
Personal Enrichment Program during 1975- 
76.

The program features a basic level of 
study and certification for persons who have 
limited background and experinece as 
church secretaries and an advanced level 
for persons with the experience and desire 
to advance. Beginning its third year in Oc
tober, more than 1700 Southern Baptist 
church secretaries are currently participat
ing.

The Tennessee secretaries include Annie 
Belew, E>yersburg First Church; Celia 
Brewer, Knoxville Second Church; Helen 
Brown, Eastland Church, Nashville; Katie 
Castleberry, Central Church, Hixson; Sarah 
Cather, Gallatin Road Church, Lebanon; 
Lois Ann Criss, Alamo First Church; Chris- 
teen Fields, Immanuel Church, Lebanon; 
Ann Freeman, Bellevue Church, Nashville; 
and Judy Gore, Edgefield Church, Nash
ville.

Others included Jean Halcomb, Tulla
homa First Church; Pat Kovsky, McCays
ville First Church; Ava McDaniel, Chatta
nooga First Church; Carolyn Monroe, Bell 
Avenue Church, Knoxville; Kathlene Pen- 
uel and Edna Rhea Vaughn, Murfreesboro 
First Church; Debbie Portwood, Meridian 
Church, Knoxville; and Ruby Rust, Saturn 
Drive Church, Nashville.

Others who have completed the require
ment are Carolyn McCreight and Penny 
Prince, Union Avenue Church, Memphis; 
Margaret Rose and Eva Woods, Broadway 
Church, Maryville; Patsy Shuford, Brent
wood Church, Brentwood; and Georgia Sin
clair, Cumberland Church, Knoxville.

Designed for church secretaries who want 
to improve their job performance, the proj
ect is coordinated by the Church Adminis
tration Dept, of the Baptist Sunday School 
Board.

Stewardship Commission 
Names New
Assistant Director

John Edward Rush, a former Broadman 
sales representative for the Baptist Sun
day School Board, has been employed 
by the Southern Baptist Convention Steward
ship Commission as assistant director of 
stewardship development.

Rush’s appointment was announced by 
Commission executive director-treasurer, A. 
R. Fagan. The position will entail assistance 
in planning, developing, coordinating, and 
promoting of objectives, policies, and pro
grams for stewardship development. One of 
the major responsibilities will be to con
duct material awareness conferences in 
and programs for stewardship development 
One of the major responsibilities will be to 
conduct material awareness conferences in 
metropolitan associations at the request of 
the state stewardship secretaries.

An ordained Baptist minister, Rush is a 
former pastor, associate pastor, and minister 
of education. He is a graduate of Oklahoma 
Baptist University and earned the master of 
divinity degree from Southern Baptist Theo
logical Seminary.

EUROPEAN BAPTIST CONVENTION 
PRESIDENT—Mrs. Wiliam C. (Helen) 
Ruchti was elected president of the Eu
ropean Baptist Convention at its 13th an
nual meeting held at Frankfurt, Germany. 
The Ruchtis are Southern Baptist mission
aries serving in Rome, Italy. She was a 
speaker at the Woman’s Missionary Union 
annual meeting held in Chattanooga in 
1975.
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Tennessee Dentist Serves In Rhodesia
SANYATI, Rhodesia—Both Dr. and Mrs. 

David Crossley are involved in activities far 
beyond that expected of “new folks,” but, 
busy they are. Together they are maintaining 
a vital outreach for Jesus Christ in Rhodesia.

Dr. Crossley, a dentist, and his wife of 
two years, are under appointment as special 
project missionaries with the Southern Bap
tist Foreign Mission Board and are serving 
in the Sanyati Baptist Hospital area for one 
year. They are in Rhodesia during the fur
lough of Dr. John Monroe.

Dr. Crossley is, in actuality, returning to 
Rhodesia, having served at the Sanyati Bap
tist Hospital as a dental receptor under the 
Foreign Mission Board in 1974. He also 
worked alongside Dr. Monroe during that 
service.

Paula (Mrs. David) Crossley is no begin
ner in the missions program herself. She 
served as a summer missionary with the 
Southern Baptist Home Mission Board in 
Detroit, Mich. She is now involved in the 
training program for children in the Sanyati 
area.
Helps In Church Work

She is also working with an African 
teacher to write a one-year curriculum for 

DENTISTRY IN RHODESIA—Special project missionary, Dr. David Crossley works 
on a tooth with the help of an African dental assistant. Crossley and his wife are serving 
at the Sanyati Baptist Hospital on the Sanyati governmental reserve. Mrs. Crossley is 
involved with children’s work and is working with an African teacher to write a 
curriculum for kindergarten. (FMB photo by Joey H. Williams)

kindergarten which encourages African 
churches to use available materials for local 
instruction.

She and the local kindergarten teacher are 
incorporating ideas from farm life, family 
and community helpers, food and animals, 
in relating their teaching materials to the 
students. Her background as a rural 4-H 
agent and home demonstration agent in 
Overton County, Tenn., has been helpful in 
exploring ideas for the African situation.

In addition to her teaching program Mrs. 
Crossley is involved in the local Girls In 
Action and Woman’s Missionary Union pro
grams in her church. Both the Crossleys are 
from Tennessee.

In practicing his dentistry skills in Rho
desia, Dr. Crossley has learned to become a 
matter of improvisation. His truck clinic 
serves as a dentist’s chair, with the patient 
sitting on the bumper, leaning back against 
the grill.

His dental station away from the hospital 
may not have the latest equipment, espe
cially without a much-needed portable 
dental unit and generator, but he meets the 
dental needs of hundreds who are finding 
care through his ministry.

In addition to running the dental program 
at Sanyati Baptist Hospital, Dr. Crossley 
takes trips out into the bush at least twice 
a week. At present, the dentist is embarking 
upon an enthusiastic school health program. 
He hopes to examine all the children (ap
proximately 5,000) on the reserve, as well 
as maintain a flight clinic to Sessami, a 
mission station 65 miles from Sanyati. He 
has already seen approximately 2,400 of the 
children. In case the young doctor should 
run out of things to do, he also works 
through the hospital’s well-baby clinic, in 
which he examines the mothers, as well as 
others who come desiring his services.
Delayed Study In Order To Serve

Following his current tour of service in 
Rhodesia, Dr. Crossley hopes to enter the 
field of pedodontics, children’s dentistry. 
This study will involve an additional two- 
year study program. He could have begun 
further studies instead of serving in Rho
desia, but he and his wife felt God’s leading 
in their decision to seek appointment by the 
Foreign Mission Board.

“Besides,” Dr. Crossley said, “if God 
wants me in that kind of venture, he will 
provide for such a school when we return 
home. We don’t know if God wants us career 
missionaries at this point, but if we feel He 
wants us to return to the mission field, we 
will abide by His will.”

They are not sure as to what God wants 
for them in the future. However, there is 
one thing of which they are certain. Wher
ever He wants them, they are committed in 
their decisions to do His will.

Carson-Newman Debaters Win 
First-Piace Trophy

The Carson-Newman debate team trav
eled 600 miles, fought 22 schools, to win the 
recent prestigious debate tournament at No
tre Dame University.

C-N freshman David Kelly, a graduate 
of Memphis’ Frayser High, was the sixth 
place individual speaker, in the tournament. 
Kelly along with colleague Pat Prill of Ok
mulgee, Okla., won first place in the tour
nament by defeating Marietta College in the 
semi-finals and John Carroll University in 
the finals. Through five tournaments this 
year, Kelly and Prill have amassed an 85 
percent won-loss record and have placed in 
four tournaments.

C-N received the first place trophy on a 
four to one ballot in the finals and entered 
their name for the 1977 Notre Dame Coun
cil Traveling Trophy along with such pres
tigious schools as Northwestern, Kentucky, 
and John Carroll Universities. The C-N 
team also won 17 speaker award trophies 
through five tournaments this year.

Dick Finton serves as C-N debate coach.
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Editor’s Note: This is the Christian testimony of Louis Hamada, music professor at Lane 
University, Jackson, who found Christ through the ministry of our Southern Baptist mis
sionaries. Those wishing to enlist him for speaking engagements can contact him at 189 
Old Hickory, L-2, Jackson; Telephone (901) 668-8350.

My Greatest Discovery
By Louis B. Hamada

Although I was reared as a Druze, I 
found myself wrestling with the question of 
God’s existence.

I had good home training, and my re
ligious roots came from my mother’s side. 
Her father was the head of the Lebanese 
Druze cult. My first form of instruction 
about God was received from my grand
father. The precepts and practices of my 
old religion permeated my life and my so
ciety, and I had no reason to question its 
claims and commandments.

Druze religion is an outgrowth of Islam. 
It was organized by Ismail ad-Darazi, dur
ing the eleventh century AD. Ad-Durazi, 
was a Muslim Shi’ite who rebelled against 
most of the teachings of Muhammed the 
prophet. Druze teaches that Allah is not 
only far above the world he has created 
but is also far from every human being. 
He keeps an accurate record of our daily 
deeds in order to reward or punish us on 
the last day. This kind of teachings filled 
my heart with terror, because I knew I had 
often fallen short of the requirements of 
true virtue and righteousness.

I was also told that when we die an 
angel stands ready to assist us in the 
process of being reincarnated to a better 
or lesser new life, depending on our past 
achievements, until we reach perfection. 
Otherwise, we are destined to spend eternity 
on earth.

It was from this perspective that I viewed 
the world around me.

Does God Exist?
When the time came for me to go to 

college, I decided to enter a private Mos
lem college in Beirut. During my first year 
I became very fond of one of my profes
sors who was an atheist. He had come to 
the persuasion that matter was eternal, and 
he saw no need to believe in God.

I never thought I would come to the 
point in my life where I would seriously 
entertain doubts about the reality of God. 
However, I found myself in college ab
sorbed in one of the greatest mental strug
gles of my total being. Did God exist or 
not? That was the burning question that 
occupied my mind for a long long time.

My professor had been a believer in Is
lam, but he made no point of concealing 
the abandonment of his religious views in 
favor of atheism. Due to his subtle and 
powerful charismatic influence, many of 
the students begun to view the idea of God 

as unscientific and outdated. Although I 
fell under the sway of his opinions, atheism 
left too many unanswered questions in my 
mind. Therefore, I was determined to find 
convincing answers through reason.

As I learned that there was no evidence 
that the universe is not eternal, I became 
convinced that there must be a powerful 
and intelligent Being who created the whole 
world and every life on it. He also created 
order, and that is why rhythm and order 
are found everywhere and are sustained by 
the Creator. My reflective reasoning of the 
great design of all matter and living things, 
served to restore and strengthen my con
viction of the reality of God.

New Birth Occurred
Up to that point in my life I had never 

heard about the true gospel of Christ, until 
I met a Southern Baptist missionary in 
Beirut in the late 1940’s. This beautiful 
man started to tell me how Jesus came 
from heaven to die for me, and he con
tinued to see me, until I came to America 
in 1953. Then, my admiration for Jesus 
began to grow as I kept hearing and read
ing about Him. Furthermore, the turning 
point in my life was the time when I was 
reading the dramatic account of the cruci
fixion of Christ—how He willingly and 
selflessly laid down His life on the cross 
for me. Suddenly, I came to see that it was 
only by His death and resurrection that I 
could be forgiven and accepted by God. 
At that time I was ready, and the Lord 
led me to a minister of the gospel who re
peated the same thing I heard in Lebanon, 
and my new birth took place on Sept. 11, 
1955, and I was baptized by immersion. 
Praise the Lord!

Many missionaries are sowing the seed 
all over the world, and they are forsaking 
everything in order to obey the Great Com
mission. They are also faced with many 
hindrances overseas. For instance, any mis
sionary who approaches a Moslem in Leba
non or elsewhere in the Middle East with 
the intention of converting him to Chris
tianity, may be in serious trouble because 
this is considered to be a great offense 
against the state.

The opposition to evangelical Chris
tianity by Eastern and Catholic churches 
has been manifested by various forms of 
persecution, which at times has been quite 
violent.

A Moslem or one belonging to an Eastern

Orthodox or Catholic church has much to 
consider when it comes to his personal con
version. He will automatically be ostracized. 
His own family will turn against him, and 
he might be subjected to physical harm 
and even death.

In conclusion, may I say that millions 
who were lost lilce me, were led to the 
Lord by selfless missionaries who left the 
comfort of their homeland in order to 
spread the gospel of Christ to the four 
corners of the earth, “. . , that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life” (John 3:16).

Crews

William O. Crews Elected 
Northwest Baptist Editor

William O. Crews, pastor, of Metropoli
tan Church in Portland, Ore., was elected 
editor of the Northwest Baptist Witness, 
news publication of the 
Northwest Baptist Con
vention succeeding C. E. 
Boyle. He will also head 
the convention’s newly 
formed communications 
division.

A native of Texas, 
Crews is a graduate of 
Hardin-Simmons Univer
sity and Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Sem
inary.

The Northwest Baptist
Convention, formed in 1947, has churches 
in Oregon, Washington, and northern Idaho 
and has admitted some 25 churches in the 
four western-most provinces of Canada.

Crews will join the staff Jan. 1, 1977.

Pastor Named To Post
At ETBC, Marshall

Harvey D. Lewis Jr., pastor, Central 
Church, Marshall, Tex., was elected vice- 
president for college development at East 
Texas Baptist College, Marshal, during a 
board of trustees meeting recently.

Pastor of the Marshall church since 1963, 
he has been a member of the college’s board 
of trustees for nine years. As director of 
development, he will be concerned pri
marily with locating new sources of finan
cial support for the Baptist school.
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EDITORIALS

The question of Jesus’ authority

The central question of the gospels—and even life itself—is 
the one asked of Jesus by the chief priests, scribes, and elders, 
“By what authority doest Thou these things?” (Mark 11:28).

From the outset of His ministry on earth, Jesus faced the 
question of authority.

Satan in the temptations sought to cause Christ to misuse 
His authority—even surrender that authority to the authority 
of Satan (Matt. 4). Jesus was promised all the kingdoms of 
the world if He would fall down and worship Satan. Of course 
this was a lie, but Satan has never been known for telling the 
truth!

Next Jesus preached his first sermon. The people of Naza
reth, His hometown, questioned His authority—“Is not this 
Joseph’s son?” (Luke 4:22).

There was authority in His teaching. At the conclusion of 
the Sermon on the Mount, the hearers were astonished at His 
doctrine, “for He taught them as one having authority, and 
not as the scribes” (Matt 7:28-29).

Jesus was never far from his adversaries.
When He cast out demons, Jesus was accused of perform

ing this miracle by the authority of Beelzebub, the chief of 
devils (Luke 11:14-15).

When Jesus forgave sins, He was charged with blasphemy 
(Matt. 9:1-8).

Even some of the questions asked of Jesus to entrap Him 

dealt with authority, such “Is it lawful to give tribute unto 
Caesar or not?” (Matt. 22:17).

The question of authority is NOT confined to the New 
Testament era. This is also a 1976 problem for all of us. In 
our day of freedom and individuality, the concept of submis
sion to authority is not at all popular.

Yet, if we are to be a disciple of Jesus Christ, we must 
submit ourselves to His authority. “If any will come after Me, 
let him deny himself, take up his cross, and follow Me” (Matt. 
16:24). By so doing, we receive His authority to do His work.

In spite of all the questions and challenges to the power of 
Jesus, His authority has never been disproved. So it was at 
the end of His ministry on earth that Jesus could declare with
out qualification, “All power (authority) is given unto Me in 
heaven and in earth” (Matt. 28:18).

Faced with the demands of Christ that we submit to and 
minister under His authority, we must then answer His con
demning question (Luke 6:46), “Why call ye Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ 
and do not the things I say?”

Pray for the President
According to reports from recent annual meetings of state

conventions affiliated with the Southern Baptist Convention,
messengers in at least 16 of these gatherings—including Ten
nessee—voted specifically to pray for President-elect iiiii

Carter. Two other conventions called for prayer for all gov
ernment officials, but did not mention Carter by name.

It is safe to say that not all Southern Baptists voted for their 
'fellow Southern Baptist in his campaign for our nation’s high
est office. Some were openly critical of his statements and 
actions. Others found political party ties too strong to break 
for any reason.

No Baptist state paper—including the Baptist and Reflector 
—officially endorsed Carter’s candidacy. This is altogether 
proper, since we are religious, rather than political, journals.

Regardless, it is gratifying that James Earl Carter, an un
ashamed Born-again Christian and an active Southern Bap
tist churchman, will be inaugurated next month as President 
of the United States of America.

Under the U.S. Constitution the government is divided into 
three branches—executive, legislative, and judicial. No one 
person—not even the President—can bring drastic changes in 
our nation. Yet, a President can do much to set the moral and 
spiritual tone of the citizens.

Who can really envision what can happen to our nation if 
all Southern Baptists—or even just those who voted in recent 
conventions—would pray continually for Jimmy Carter?

His election has been described by some observers as a 
“political miracle.” With the fervent prayers of committed 
Christians, America could also have a moral and spiritual 
miracle.
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Cicero’s 
comment

By the editor
“Cicero, I would like to place an ad in 

the Baptist and Reflector,” my vistitor an
nounced as he entered my office. Then, I 
realized that he was Oscar Goldman of OSI 
who appears in the two television series— 
“Six Million Dollar Man” and “Bionic 
Woman.”

“What kind of ad do you want?” Cicero 
asked.

“You will recall that OSI rebuilt Steve 
Austin after a missile crash and also re
built Jaime Sommers after her parachute 
failed to open. We exchanged damaged or 
inferior parts of their bodies with bionic, 
atomic-powered replacements.”

Cicero nodded.
“OSI has been looking for other bionic 

uses,” Goldman continued. “Now we are 
ready to advertise our newest project—
THE BIONIC PASTOR!”

‘Who would want a Bionic Pastor?” I 
asked.

“Everybody,” assured Oscar, “and most 
especially church budget committees.” He 
began to list the values of a Bionic Pastor.

By having bionic legs, the pastor could 
run at 55 miles per hour—just like Steve 
Austin—thus saving travel expense for the 
pastor.

Bionic vocal cords would free the church 
of the need to buy a public address sound 
system.

A bionic heart couldn’t be broken by un
kind remarks and attitudes.

Bionic eyes would permit the pastor to 
read books over someone’s shoulder, thus 
eliminating the need for a book allowance.

A computerized bionic brain could re
member all the details and so would elimi
nate the need for records keeping systems.

Bionic muscles would assure that the 
pastor would never get tired, even after 
long days of hospital calls, committee meet
ings, study times, etc. In fact, he probably 
would have so much energy that he could 
work at a second job—thus making it pos
sible for the church budget to completely 
eliminate any pastor’s compensation.

Cicero interrupted. “That sounds great! 
How much would a Bionic Pastor cost a 
church?”

Goldman paused. “Well, Steve Austin 
cost $6,000,000. . . .”

When they finally revived Cicero from 
shock, Goldman had gone.

to ScUtet . . .
Letters on any religion-related subject are welcomed. Letters of over 300 words 
will not be used. Other letters may be shortened at the discretion of the editor. 
No unsigned letters will be printed, but writer’s name will be withheld for 
sufficient reason.

Guiding prospective students
Dear editor:

In a recent associational meeting where 
I was a messenger, one of the speakers re
lated the great number of Baptist ministers 
who had left the denomination during 1975. 
His remarks shook me. I wondered what 
contribution I could make to improve the 
situation in the Southern Baptist denomina
tion.

My spontaneous thought was that there 
must be a great visitation program to our 
Baptist college campuses so that parents 
may take their sophomore and junior high 
school students to the campuses of the Bap
tist colleges for visits before the young be
come seniors and choose a college or uni
versity to attend without parental guidance.

The second suggestion deals with semi
nars that Baptist pastors hold in then 
churches, inviting instructors and guidance 
counselors to participate. These should be 
for sophomores and juniors mainly. Seniors 
are always invited to attend; so are their 
parents.

The third suggestion deals with offering 
financial assistance to those who wish to 
attend Baptist colleges. This should be an 
integral part of the church budget.

When a student from a Baptist church is 
attending a Baptist college, he should meet 
with the 10th, 1 Ith, and 12th grades of his 
home church and speak to the group about 
some of the desirable features of attending 
a Baptist college.

Each Baptist church should have an edu
cational committee to keep in contact with 
those in Baptist colleges. The committee 
should be able to encourage the students 
from that church by sending programs, by 
printing news about the achievements of 
Baptist youth in various colleges, and by 
lending financial aid when it is needed.

Ministers, missionaries, and ministers of 
education and music must be trained in 
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these colleges before they attend the semi
naries. These persons will provide the lead
ership of the Southern Baptist denomination 
in the years ahead. These young people, 
as a rule, will be trained to endure hard
ships, will know that the service of Christ 
is more important than the accumulation 
of wealth, and will remain faithful to the 
Southern Baptist churches.

Our denomination must have vision, and 
we must work diligently to assure a suffi
cient number of leaders for the future.

J. Pope Dyer
1418 First Tenn. Bank Building 
Chattanooga, TN 37402

by N. P. Grubb paper $2.50 
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relation
Devotional

The ‘How’ of the Resurrection
Herschel H. HobbsBy

“How are the dead raised up?”—I Cor
inthians 15:35a

Paul had finished his arguments in proof 
of the resurrection. Now he anticipates two 
questions as to the “how” and “what” of 
that event. We shall deal with the “what” 
in the next article. But what of the “how”?

It is as though the plaintiffs or doubters 
say, “Well, assuming that you are right how 
are the dead raised up?” This is the last line 
of defense of agnostics. “We do not know.” 
So in verses 36-38 Paul answers the “how.”

Paul fixed his eyes upon each doubter as 
he said, “Fool” or senseless one (v.36). The 
Berkley version renders it “simpleton!” It 
means one with no mind or who does not 
thank a thing through to a logical conclu
sion.

Then he used an example from nature. A 
seed sown is not made alive again except it 
dies. Jesus expressed the same idea in John 
12:24. A seed is sown, covered up, and dies 
to itself. But in it God has placed the princi
ple of life. And that life comes from the 
ground, the seed’s grave, to produce a living

HEBREWS, THE LIFE THAT 
PLEASES GOD.This homiletical 
verse-by-verse exposition of He
brews by James T. Draper, Jr. is 
faithful to the text and very practical 
for everyday Christian life. Writing 
with a scholar’s eye and a pastor’s 
heart, the author provides a clear 
presentation of the doctrine of “re
demption” as taught in the Book of 
Hebrews. Cloth, $7.95.

A Tyndale
House 

Publication

IN GROWTH

BAPT ST 
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plant far more wonderful than the “bare 
grain” (v. 37) which is planted. It is only 
thus that the grain can keep on living, per
petuate, and enhance itself. It dies in order 
that it may live.

So is the resurrection from the dead. A 
dead body is planted in the ground, and 
returns to the dust whence it came. But by 
God’s mysterious power it has in it the 
principle of life. If you look at a bare, hard 
seed, you do not see the life contained in it. 
We can no more explain logically the seed 
producing life than we can a dead body 
coming to life again.

The answer is “God giveth it a body” 
(v.38). It is done as God wills. Men may ex
plain the process, but they cannot explain 
the reason back of the seed. The farmer 
saws in faith, and reaps in fulfilment.

In like fashion it is true of the resurrec
tion. “God giveth it a body.” Apart from 
God there would be neither a harvest nor 
a resurrection. Thus we can sow our dead 
loved ones in faith. The “how” of the 
resurrection we must leave with God.

By Jim Griffith
During a revival meeting, the elo

quent evangelist brought a man to his 
feet.

“Brethren,” he said, “I’ve been a 
contemptible sinner* for years—but I 
never knew it before tonight.”

“Sit down, Brother,” yelled a dea
con, “the rest of us knew it all the 
time!”

It is difficult to hide our sins and 
shortcomings from our fellowman. But 
in this day there aren’t many who even 
try to sin in secret. They flaunt their 
sins. Today’s sinners have gone public.

In a special Bicentennial sermon, a 
North Carolina pastor said, “This na
tion is going to hell and needs to be 
awakened.” And to make sure every
one heard him, the preacher had all 
the dozing pew occupants prodded 
with a long cane pole.

“It’s the first time no one has gone 
to sleep on me in 12 years,” declared 
the preacher.

This is one way to get over the 
point: If we would be our Lord’s true 
servants, and our brother’s keepers, we 
must be more than tranquil sleepers.

Self^ Or GodUReliant
By Mrs. Ray W. Hester

In this bicentennial year of our nation’s 
history, our attention has been focused on 
events and people in our past that have 
helped to shape the destiny of our country.

Those people we respected and revered the 
most were the strong, independent, “self- 
made” men who knew what they wanted and 
went after it. They believed the saying, “God 
helps those who help themselves” and set 
out to change the course of the world. 
Through the years, we have continued to 
emphasize those qualities which make men 
self-reliant. Perhaps in this retrospective 
time, we should question the value of the 
pattern that has emerged.

It is true that in the pioneer stages of our 
development, families could go for weeks 
without seeing other human beings and so 
were totally independent as far as their 
physical needs were concerned. In their 
rugged environment there was no place for 
the weak or indecisive. So, it seems, that 
in our eagerness to mold individuals into 
responsible citizens, we have led them to 
believe that they are not responsible to or for 
anyone but themselves, and that each per
son must carry his own burden regardless of 
the weight or worry. Indeed, we have even 
come to believe that it is almost unAmerican 
if we do not carry our share of the load. 
It is no small wonder that we have trouble 
“casting all our cares upon Him.” For years 
we have been doing everything ourselves! 
How we need to come to the realization that 
God helps those who know they cannot 
help themselves!

When our Lord Jesus was here among 
men, He lived in unbroken dependence upon 
the Father. He said in John 5:19, “The Son 
can do nothing of Himself”. He calls us to 
live in the same total dependence upon Him. 
It is in our weakness that His strength is 
made perfect (2 Cor. 12:9, Heb. 11:34), 
and in John 15:4, 5, we are told—“Without 
me, you can do nothing.”

As we celebrate the two hundredth an
niversary of the signing of the Declaration 
of Independence, perhaps God would have 
us let go of the reins of our lives and sign 
a declaration of dependence upon Him. 
When we make this commitment to let Him 
be the Lord of our lives and pledge to walk 
by faith where He leads, then this can truly 
be a year of celebration, and the phrase “In 
God We Trust” can have new meaning for 
this generation of American Christians.

Note: Mrs. Hester is a member of Brentwood 
Church, Brentwood, where she and her husband 
teach a couple’s class in Sunday School. Addition
ally, she is Baptist Women’s director for the church.
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Naylor To Retire 
As SW President

FORT WORTH—Robert E. Naylor, 
president of Southwestern Baptist Theologi
cal Seminary since 1958, has announced his 
plans to retire from that post in August 
1978. The announcement was made during 
the fall meeting of the seminary’s Board of 
Trustees here.

A presidential search committee will be 
appointed by trustee officers in early 1977. 
Hie committee will be composed of seven 
trustees and a student and a faculty repre
sentative.

At the meeting the trustees named Mrs. 
Hal Brooks as instructor in communication 
arts and Chester D. Grounds as instructor 
in psychology of religion as additions to 
the faculty.

The board also heard a report on the 
current status of the seminary’s Eight by 
Eighty drive, which is seeking to raise $8- 
million by 1980 for capital improvements 
and endowment needs. It was reported that 
over $2-million has been raised during the 
first year of the drive. Trustees approved 
plans for 14 area campaigns to be held in 
1977 and 1978, with Texas sites used in 
1977 and other states the following year.

Naylor served as pastor in Arkansas, 
Oklahoma, South Carolina, and Texas be
fore being elected as SWBTS president in 
1958. During his tenure a president’s home, 
a student center, a children’s center, a medi
cal center, and 350 housing units have been 
added, and every building on campus has 
been renovated.

Faculty members have increased from 
54 to 103, the operating budget has in
creased from $2.2 million to $5.6 million, 
and endowment funds have grown from 
$3-million to $10 million. (BP)

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR

Brings You News First

I have a few more sets of the King James 
Version of the New Testament on cas
sette tapes for $39.95 each ppd. Give 
one to your pastor for Christmas. J. M. 
McCarter, Route 1, Box 167, Rockford, 
TN 37853.

Baptist Youth Is First God And Life Recipient
Nancy Evans, a member of Nashville 

First Church, was the recipient of the first 
God and Life recognition presented in the 
nation during services at the church re
cently.

The new God and Life Explorer recog
nition is the third in a series of the new 
God and Country program established by 
the Church Commission on Scouting (Na
tional). The Association of Baptists on 
Scouting administers the God and Coun
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ACROSS

1 Manna container 
(Heb. 9:4)

4 It was broiled 
(Luke 24:42)

8 “And the child —” 
(Luke 1)

12 A Nigerian people
13 Princely house

of Italy
14 Jealousy is man’s 

(Prov. 6:34)
15 Tread: comb, form
16 Axillary (Bot.)
17 Eager
18 “Love---- ” (Luke 6)
21 Religious body; abbr.
22 A Thai people
23 Jesus washed the 

disciples’ (John 13:5)
25 Obtain 

26 Shamed built it 
(1 Chron. 8:12)

29 Kind of lamp
30 Silk
32 Month: abbr.
33 Stadium sound
34 Roman household 

god
35 King of Midian 

(Num. 31:8)
36 Gull sound
37 Target
38 “are as the------- ” 

(Matt. 22)
43 Father of Sadoc 

(Matt. 1:14)
44 Bridge position
45 Teachers organiza

tion: abbr.
47 “that will — you” 

(1 Pet. 3)
48 Dirk

try program for Baptist youth.
Evans is an active Sea Explorer of Ship 

121, charter by Woodmont Church in 
Nashville. She and eight other scouts and 
explorers have been in a special field test
ing class under the direction of Charles 
DeWeese, who was appointed by Wood
mont’s pastor, Bill Sherman.

H. Franklin Paschall, pastor of Nash
ville First Church, presented the recogni
tion to Evans.

49 Scatter
50 “Thy prayers and 

thine —” (Acts 10)
51 Asa was angry with 

him (2 Chron. 16:10)
52 Time periods: abbr.

DOWN

1 Fastener 
(Judg.16:14)

2 Comply
3 “the fire-----”

(2 Ki. 23)
4 Dreads
5 Man, for one
6 “The Man”
7 Reject him 

(Tit. 3:10; var.)
8 Wheat
9 Rant

10 Shield
11 Marry
19 Underdeck tonnage: 

abbr.
20 “My doctrine is not

—” (John 7)
23 Distant
24 Baseball abbr.
25 “all the men of —” 

(Joel 3)
26 “cut off in---- ” 

(Zech.11)
27 City of the priests 

(1 Sam. 22:19)
28 Eggs
30 Merriment
31 Unruly
35 An outfit
36 Milligrams: abbr.
37 “Come ye — me” 

(Mark 1:17)
38 Place (Zech. 14:5)
39 Type
40 Logical
41 Hosea in the N.T.

(Rom. 9:25)
42 Bambi, for one
43 Exclamation
46 Paid notices

Address Needed
Would Mark Berlin from Memphis who 
applied to work at Camp Linden con
tact the Business Office, Tennessee Bap
tist Convention, P. O. Box 347, Brent
wood, TN 37027. (Adv.)

CRYPTOVERSE

MYD FM BA MYDOFCA HAT RQAFD 

RDAVJGVVAV BYPD QAGCATXB MGRQAD LFXX 

GXVY MYDOFCA BYP

Today’s Cryptoverse clue: C equals V
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YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW

Annuity Board 
decisions 
will affect 

retirement plans, 
positively!

by 
Darold H. Morgan

Major policies approved by Annuity 
Board trustees during 1976 definitely 
will influence retirement planning 
and funding for decades to come. 
Some of these policies pertain to 
internal administration. But three 
decisions will have great impact on 
retirement benefits of members in a 
very positive way. Here are the deci
sions:
New Retirement Program. The 
new program, announced early in the 
year, goes into operation on January 
1, 1978. The state Baptist conventions 
have approved it and are recom
mending it to their churches. After 
that date, any minister or church 
employee who joins the retirement 
program will be in the new plan.
The new program has two sections. 
One section pertains to the disability 
and survivor benefits in the event of 
a member’s death. The state conven
tion contributes up to $200 a year 

into this section for all eligible active 
career ministerial personnel. In the 
other section, the church is asked to 
pay a minimum of 10% of total com
pensation for the retirement of each 
minister and salaried employee.
Some current members may find it 
advantageous to participate in the 
new plan. If you stand to gain, you 
will have the opportunity to transfer 
during 1977.
We’ll let you know in ample time! 
New Fixed Income Plan. All Plan 
B participants will have a choice of 
the kind of investments they want the 
Board to make in their plan. They may 
choose the new Plan Bll with fixed 
income investments only, or Plan 
BIO, which is a combination of equity 
and fixed income investments. Fixed 
income investments are those where 
earnings remain at a relatively stable 
rate, while equity investments vary.
New Annuity Rates. Retirement 
benefits for Plans B and C will be 
larger in the future because a new 
annuity rate will be used to figure 
these benefits. For persons retiring, 
benefits will be computed on 6%, up 
from 4% previously. Most persons 
currently retired will get larger 
checks in 1977 also.

An Urgent Appeal. Regardless of 
where a member serves, he has a first 
class retirement program. Our pri
mary objective is to make it even 
better. Thousands of staff members 
in our churches need the benefits of 
this pension program. May 1 again 
appeal to each layperson to see that 
his church provide all staff members 
protection benefits based on an 
amount equal to 10% of total com
pensation. Each employee will need 
at retirement all the benefits the full 
10% will yield.

We’re always glad to serve you. If 
you have any questions about the 
Annuity Board programs, write me. 
I’ll see that you get an answer as 
quickly as possible. Or you may 
call our toll free number any time 
between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 
(CST) Monday-Friday.
Dial 1-800-527-4767.

Serving Those Who jerve The Tord

ANNUITY BOARD, SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION / 511 NORTH AKARD / DALLAS, TEXAS 75201.



New England Aims At Status 
As State Convention By 1981

MIDDLETOWN, R.I.—In moves aimed 
at gaining status as a Southern Baptist state 
convention by 1981, the Baptist General As
sociation of New England, in its ninth an
nual meeting here—adopted a new consti
tution with more provision for growth— 
and accepted the report of a long range 
planning committee.

The association, which covers six New 
England states, is currently under the spon
sorship of the Maryland Baptist Convention.

In other action, the body also approved 
a total 1977 budget of $156,176, including 
a goal of $104,060 in receipts from New 
England churches through the Southern 
Baptist Cooperative Program unified bud
get. Twenty percent of the association’s Co
operative Program goal will go to world
wide mission causes of the Southern Bap
tist Convention (SBC).

Besides the 1981 target date for con
vention status, goals included construction 
of new office facilities for the association 
(now underway in Northboro, Mass., with 
a Jan. 1977 target date), receipts of 10 
percent from all member churches through 
the Cooperative Program, acquisition of 
assembly facilities, and participation in the 
SBC’s Bold Mission Thrust which would 
evangelize and congregationalize the nation 
by 1980.

Other goals include increasing associa
tion staff from the present six professional 
staff as funds are available, increasing the 
number of pastors in the association, and 
increasing communications efforts.

A group of Baptists may start a state con
vention whenever it wishes, but, under 
guidelines from the Southern Baptist Home 
Mission Board, a convention must meet 
several requirements to receive financial as
sistance in launching itself.

It must have either 70 churches with

10,000 members or 50 churches with 
12,500 members. The New England Asso
ciation—at the end of 1975—had 44 con
stituted churches, 15 chapels and 6,931' 
members.

Its churches must establish a fund with 
which to begin a state convention and give 
an average of 10 percent of their receipts 
to the Cooperative Program. New Eng
land is working on these goals.

It must have a record of five years of 
cooperative relationships with Southern

Your Friends and Relatives Can
Open This Christmas Gift. . .

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR
... 51 Times Each Year

AN IDEAL CHRISTMAS GIFT
• Our subscription rate is $3.75.
• A gift card will be sent with each Christmas subscription.

Send the BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR to
Name

Street or P.O. Box

City

Name

Street or P.O. Box

City

Name

Baptists and two years of a relationship of 
churches in a regional fellowship spon
sored by the state convention with which it 
is affiliated. New England has accomplished 
these two requirements.

After it becomes a state convention it 
must have 25,000 members, under the 
Southern Baptist Convention constitution, 
before it is eligible to have trustees elected 
to SBC boards and agencies.

The Baptist General Association of New 
England is currently divided into three “lo
cal” associations, with a division into four 
planned for 1977. Its churches are in 
Maine, Vermont, New Hampshire, Con
necticut, Massachusetts, and Rhode Island.

Southern Baptists now have 33 state con
ventions, with 34,902 churches and 12.7 
million members in all 50 states.

ZIP Code

State

ZIP Code

State

Street or P.O. Box ZIP Code

City State
BIBLE PUZZLE PAGE 

ANSWERS

“For if ye forgive men their trespass
es, your heavenly Father will also for
give you” (Matt. 6:14).

This gift subscription order is from:
Please indicate if you would like to be notified at expiration.
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Street

City

Please do □

notify me at expiration

ZIP Code

State
BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR 

P.O. Box 347
Brentwood, Tennessee 37027
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UNIFORM LESSON SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, December 12,1976

The Coming Anticipated
W. Clyde Tilley, Acting Chairman, Department of Religion, 

Union University, Jackson, Tennessee

Basic Passage: Luke 1:39-79
Focal Passage: Luke 1:39-55

The Meeting with Elizabeth (1:39-45)
The drama of this week’s lesson centers in 

the hill country of Judea. Mary has gone on 
this southward journey for a three month 
visit. Here she will be with her older relative, 
Elizabeth, who shares a similar but lesser 
role in that particular and central scene of 
God’s redemptive drama. The excitement of 
being chosen for a part in God’s play propels 
us into shared warmth with other cast mem
bers.

Just as we observed the role of the Holy 
Spirit last week as being the source of the 
virgin’s pregnancy, the role of the Holy 
Spirit continues to dominate throughout the 
entire narrative. Elizabeth is filled with the 
Holy Spirit at the approach of Mary, the 
movements of the six-month fetus within 
Elizabeth being interpreted as a leaping for 
joy. (v. 44).

The superiority of Jesus over John, a care
ful theme that is belabored throughout the

To change or correct 
your address

Attach label from your latest copy 
here and show new address below— 
include zip code. When changing ad
dress please give two weeks notice. 
Please write, do not call address 
changes to insure accuracy.

All correspondence relating 
to your subscription
should be accompanied by your address 
label. If you are receiving duplicate 
copies please send both labels.

Address all inquiries to:

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR 
Post Office Box 347 

Brentwood, Tennessee 37027

Name .......................................................
please print

Address ...................................................

City .........................................................

State...................... Zip Code................  

narrative, is evidenced here both in Eliza
beth’s amazement that “the mother of my 
Lord should come to me” (v. 43) and her 
threefold blessing upon Mary. Mary is 
blessed for her chosen status among women 
(v. 42a), for the anticipated and exalted fruit 
of her womb (v. 42b), and for her belief, 
shown in her assured acceptance of God’s 
promise (v. 45). Although this blessedness is 
but the beginning of the blessedness that is 
to be accorded her by all generations (v. 
48b), it is hardly any justification for the rise 
of Mariolatry, or the elevation of Mary as an 
object of worship, that developed within the 
Roman church. It has keenly been observed 
that Luke later depicts the role of Mary in 
the early church as one present alongside 
the worshipers rather than as an object of 
special reverence (Acts 1:14).
The Magnificat of Mary (l:45ff)

The lovely poem which extends through 
verse 55 is placed in the context of Mary’s 
joyful meeting with Elizabeth. For many 
centuries it has been called “The Magnifi
cat”, the first word in the Latin version of 
this poem. Its striking similarities with the 
prayer of Hannah (I Samuel 4:1-10) reveal 
what many scholars interpret as a literary 
dependence upon it. Hannah’s prayer was 
uttered on the occasion of the presentation of 
his son, Samuel, to the priest, Eli. Samuel 
was God’s gift to the hitherto barren woman 
who had implored God for a son. Her joy 
at having a son to dedicate to God is un
bounded and her prayer of praise exudes 
with her personal gratitude. The joy of 
both Mary and Elizabeth in a similar cir
cumstance suits this poem remarkably as 
a model for this occasion.

As a vehicle of personal praise, the poem 
magnifies and extols God both for his bene
fits to Mary (w. 46-49) and to Israel (w. 
50-55). His goodness to Mary has reinforced 
her basic confidence in God’s goodness to 
all of his people, collectively and individual
ly. We have seen the attitude of Mary to 
the whole episode advance from one of per
plexity (w. 29,34) to one of passive resigna
tion (v. 38) and now to one of active jubila
tion. The total thrust of the poem is one of 
emphasis upon the mercifulness of God 
expressed in such a way that lends itself 
to a special theme that Luke will want to 
develop throughout his gospel.
The Mercy of God (1:50, 54-55)

The attribute of God that stands out in 
Mary’s experience with Him is His mercy.

Because “he has regarded the low estate of 
his hand-maiden” (v. 48) and “has done 
great things for (her)” (v. 49), she praises 
him. Although his might and his holiness (v. 
49) do not escape her notice, yet it is with 
his mercy that her encounter with God has 
most impressed her. An abstract knowledge 
of God’s attributes is no substitute for a 
vital awareness that is borne of religious ex
perience.

Mary’s personal experience of God’s 
mercy enables her to appreciate him more 
fully as a God of mercy is his dealings with 
all of Israel. His mercy is of long duration 
(“from generation to generation”) and it has 
special application to “those who fear him” 
(v. 50). The fear of God that elicits his 
approval is not a cowering, cringing fear 
that destroys personal value but a whole
some reverence of God that enhances it. 
His mercy is rooted historically in his prom
ises to Israel as He sustains her in his 
faithfulness to those promises (w. 54-55).
The Motif of Luke (1:51-53)

God’s dealings with man are depicted in 
these verses as being not only merciful but 
sometimes judgmental. The same is true 
of Hannah’s prayer (see above). Mary’s 
Magnificat makes tow advances beyond the 
passage in I Samuel 2. (1) It softens the 
emphasis upon judgment in preference for 
a greater stress upon the mercy of God. 
(2) It offers possibilities for understanding 
God’s judgment at times as a special category 
of his mercy.

Let us observe how the theme of mercy 
and judgment is handled here. Not only has 
God shown strength with his arm; he “has 
scattered the proud”. Not only has he exalted 
those of low degree; he “has put down the 
mighty”. Not only has he “filled the 
hungry”; he has sent the rich away empty. 
His mercy is extended to the low and the 
hungry; his judgment is directed toward the 
proud, the mighty, and the rich. But who 
can deny that God’s very judgment can 
sometimes be a vehicle of his mercy? His 
scattering of the proud, his debaning of the 
mighty, and his depravation of the rich may 
sometimes be the most merciful thing that 
he can do. Like discipline upon the erring, 
paths are often straightened and ways 
mended by God’s exercise of judgment upon 
pretentious lives.

This rhythm of judgment and mercy pre
sents an interesting pattern for study. God’s 
dealings with men are represented in terms 
of an elevation of those who are low and a 
demotion of those who are high. Luke is 
fascinated with this pattern and calls atten
tion to it throughout his gospel. In fact, it is 
sometimes called the “Lukan motif”. Jesus is 
indeed a child who “is set for the fall and 
rising of many in Israel” (Luke 3:5-6). The 
mountainous advantages enjoyed by scribes, 
Pharisees, the rich, and men have to be 
equalized with the deeply depressed valleys 
of the publicans, sinners, the poor, and 
women. It is a special project of Luke’s 
gospel to show this process at work.
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES
i

Lesson for Sunday, December 12, 1976

Teach. Us To Pray
By Dr. W. R. White

Baylor University, Waco, Texas

Basic Passages: Luke 11:1-4; Ephesians 3:14-21; 6:18-20
Focal Passages: Luke 11:1-4; Ephesians 3:14-21; 6:18-20

may be strengthened with all might in the 
inner man. He prays that they may be rooted 
and grounded, comprehending with all saints 
what is the height, depth and length—even 
all dimensions—that they might know ex
perientially the love of God that passeth all 
knowledge. He further prays that they may 
receive beyond what they are able to think 
or imagine. Also, that the glory of Christ 
shall rest in His churches world without end.
COLLECTIVE CHAIN PRAYERS OF 
THE SAINTS—Ephesians 6:18-20

Prayer has been defined for many years 
as the sincere desire of the heart going out 
to God, whether uttered or unuttered. It is 
an experience wherein the very breath of 
spiritual life is inhaled.

Breathing is a continuous process. Some
time we fix our minds on it and breathe 
deeply. This is good and wholesome.

The achievements of prayer are many. In 
fact, the results are often greater than we 
think. It is true that we do not always get 
positive answers to our prayers. Apparent 
answers are sometimes coincidental. Fre
quently, the connection between prayers 
and answers is casual. Prayers do change 
things and people.

The disciples had just observed Jesus 
pass through a glorious prayer experience 
and wanted to enter into His secret.
THE IDEAL CONCEPT—Luke 11:1-4

It addresses itself directly to God. The 
first phrase identifies us as children and God 
as Father. We are His children by creation 
and recreation. The relationship is intimate 
and spiritual before it is dynamic. It ap
proaches God as heavenly and hallowed.

The first request is the coming of the 
kingdom of God. Earthly kingdoms will not

so much be transformed but replaced. It 
means the rule of God on earth as it is in 
heaven.

We are still here on earth with our 
material needs. We need our daily bread. 
This does not mean that our Father will feed 
us as young birds are fed. Yet, it means that 
if we seek the will and kingdom of God first 
a set of circumstances will ensue in which 
we will receive proper care and security.

A ready spirit of forgiveness elicits a for
giving grace from our heavenly Father. God 
does not forgive an unforgiving spirit.

Life is full of tests and trials. God does 
not tempt to sin, but sometimes He permits 
us to be severely tested. Deliver from evil 
carries the larger connotation of activity in 
circumstances.
PAUL’S EXALTED PRAYER—Ephesians 
3:14-21

In great humility, Paul bows before the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

He prays for the rich indwelling of Christ 
in the hearts of God’s children, that they

Paul calls on all of God’s people every
where that they may work and pray per
sistently for him and his great mission of 
unfolding the mysteries of the gospel of 
grace with freedom and clarity of utterance. 
He felt keenly the staggering responsibility 
that was his, and the overwhelming privilege 
of Christ’s ambassador in chains.

Write for free 
color brochure.

A C 214 657-6524 8o« 931 Henderson, Texas 75652
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HEATERS

PASTORSZ WIVES
The PERFECT STOCKING FILLER for 

your husband
Cassette tape by Martha Nelson 

The Wife in Your Life
". . . received standing ovation, 
Miss. Baptist Pastors' Retreat" 

$3 from
Wayne Long Taping Service 
Box 145, Lambert, MS 38643

FOR SALE
A 1965 Dodge Superior Bus, 40 ca
pacity, Good Condition. Price $1200. 
Please call Calvary Baptist Church 
901/422-3407 if interested.

Wincbonier
CHURCH FURNITURE

LYNCHBURG, VIRGINIA 24502

★ Pews 
★ Cushions 

★Stained Glass
★ Chancel Furniture 

★ Folding Chairs&Tables
£ ★ Design & Renovation Service
j Area Representative:

Don Sowder
115 Hardaway 

Goodlettsville, Tenn. 37072

BUILD

than $19.00/SF complete.

KING'S INC.includes social area, offices, Sunday

(803) 268-6164
(803) 235-7031 nights

I 
I

This church on your lot for less Gymnasium Plan - masonry
construction - basic building 
cost $15.00/SF. Expandable 
Christian school structure 
also available.

write for free 
information 

or call

school rooms, nursery, choir, sanctuary Box 3661 Park Place
to 400 people and sanctuary furnishings. Greenville, South Carolina 29608 

Built 17 times to date. We also build metal buildings.
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On Matters ot

Family Living
By Dr. B. David Edens

Director, Marriage and Family Program 
Stephens College—Columbia, Missouri 65201

Marital red flags
In the Sunday, June 13, 1976 issue of the 

Chicago Sun Times, Joanne and Lew Koch 
tell how to decide if you need a marriage 
counselor—and how to pick one. The au
thors of The Marriage Savers provide a 
compact list of “marital red flags” to alert 
the couple:

—Continual fighting. This one is usually 
recognized.

—Feelings of being unloved or unlovable. 
If this continues for any prolonged 
time, outside help is advisable.

—Avoidance, either physical or psycho
logical. Hordes of guests and reruns 
of TV are ominous symptoms.

—Boredom. Bored to death is not just a 
metaphor when discussing a marriage. 

There are classes of problems within one 
framework. When the pain level gets too 
high, these are the things we do, so these 
red flags tell us of pain we may not have 
let ourselves feel.

After noting the red flags, then what? 
Kochs suggest a careful consumer-like ap
proach to counselors. Look for assistance 
with the same finicky attitude you would 
have in buying a car or hat. Don’t adopt the 
stance of a suffering helpless supplicant. 
Not only will this prevent your getting 
taken, it is likely to help you get the most 
out of your time and money. Don’t be afraid 
to get help getting help—contact institutions 
to locate a counselor. The American Associ
ation of Marriage and Family Counselors, 
225 Yale Ave., Claremont, CA is one of 
the foremost organizations of accrediting and 
certifying marriage counselors.

In addition, trust your feeling. People in
stinctively know when they can work with 
someone. Let that be important, even over
riding objective credentials (desired) and 
recommendations from friends (also valu
able).

The Kochs end on a practical note. 
Though your marriage is invaluable, money 
is a serious reality and no shame is involved 
in inquiring thoroughly into the rates, times 
and objectives of each prospective counselor.
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••a*

POST and CO.
FOR SALE

Church NEW Buses
USED

Reconditioned
Painted & Lettered (Church Colors) 

Call Collect—615-523-2102
617 24th St, Knoxville, TN 37921

FROM THE FILES

HISTORICALLY
50 YEARS AGO

W. E. Wauford, Clinton, Ky., ac
cepted the calls of Jonesboro and 
Boone’s Creek Churches and planned 
to locate at Jonesboro by the first of 
the year.

Word came from Knoxville bringing 
news of the death of one of the oldest 
subscribers to Baptist and Reflector, 
W. R. Cooper. He had been a regular 
reader of the state paper throughout 
its history and of its predecessors for 
a number of years.

25 YEARS AGO
Pleasant Dale Church, Tennessee 

Valley Association, was sponsoring 
three missions and had recently or
ganized another mission into Liberty 
Hill Church.

Members of John Sevier Church, 
Knoxville, entered their new facilities. 
A. F. Baker was pastor.

10 YEARS AGO
The formal opening of a new resi

dence hall for women at Union Uni
versity honored a Jackson couple, Mr. 
and Mrs. Frank Blythe. The newest 
building was named Blythe Hall in 
recognition of the more than 27 years 
of service by the Blythes to the college.

Dillard Hagan was the new pastor of 
Forest Hill Church, Maryville. He had 
served other churches in Kentucky and 
Tennessee.

11-Day 
HOLY LAND 

and 
Switzerland Tour

Departs March 15, 1977
Join minister and author Donald 
E. Wildmon on his 11th tour of the 
Holy Land. His tours are consist
ently the finest. Send your min
ister. Write for info.

Donald E. Wildmon 
Box 68

Southhaven, Miss. 38671 
601-393-7945 or 601-342-0677

Baptist Youth To Tour 
Europe On Bicycles

Baptist youth and young adults from 
throughout Tennessee will have the oppor
tunity to participate in a cycling tour of five 
European countries next summer, June 20- 
July 9, according to Ken McNutt, minister 
of recreation at Two Rivers Church in 
Nashville, and tour director.

The tour is under the sponsorship of a 
Christian cycling organization, “Spinning 
Spokes,” headquartered in Perrine, Fla. 
Tom Watson, pastor, Perrine 
First Church, is president of the 
group.

Participants will ride 10-speed 
bikes throughout the duration 
of the 20-day trip. The majority 
of the days will be spent on 
backroads in the five coun
tries of Belgium, Luxembourg, 
France, Holland, and West Ger
many. Over 1400 youth and 
adults have made the trip in 
previous years. Transportation 
from Nashville to Luxembourg 
City, will be by bus and plane.

“One of the primary aims of 
the trip will be to provide oppor
tunities to share Christ with the 
people in cities, hamlets, and 
campgrounds,” McNutt stated. 
The group will utilize tracts 
printed in the language of each 
country, a puppet ministry, and 
campground activities for wit
nessing.

The tour is open to any Bap
tist young person and young 
adult in Tennessee, McNutt 
said.

C
LB-

Laughs
New Math

A teacher of Beginner pupils said to her 
class on the Sunday nearest Independence 
Day: “Here in America all of us are free!”

“I’m not free!” piped up one little boy.
The Sunday School teacher asked, “Why 

not?”
The little boy replied, “Because I’m four.”

A man arrived at the church just as the 
worship service was concluding. He asked 
a member of the church, standing outside 
the sanctuary door, “Am I too late for 
the service?”

“No,” replied the layman. “The worship 
hour is over—but our service is just begin
ning.”

2825 West End Avenue, Nashville, Tenn. 37203 
615-383-3363
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