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Rev. and Mrs. Charles A. Collins Mr. and Mrs. J. Robert (Bob) Covington

FMB appoints two Tennessee couples
Mr. and Mrs. Charles A. Collins and Mr. 

and Mrs. J. Robert Covington were among 
18 missionaries appointed by the Foreign 
Mission Board in its Dec. 14 meeting held 
at Western Branch Baptist Church in Ports
mouth, Va.

The Collins live in Ripley where he is 
pastor of Curve Baptist Church. They will 
be assigned to general evangelism in Guate
mala.

The Covingtons will be employed as mis
sionary associates assigned to the Bahamas 
where he will be an English-language pas
tor. Presently they are living in Manchester 
where he serves as pastor of First Baptist 
Church.

A native of Jackson, Collins is a gradu
ate of Union University and Southern Bap
tist Theological Seminary. He has served as 
pastor of Clarkson and Locust Grove 
Churches in Elizabethtown, Ky., and Mt. 
Zion Church, McNairy, Tenn. Mrs. Collins 
is the former Jan Hollowell. She was born 
in Yuma, Tenn, and grew up in Trenton. 
She is a graduate of Union University and

McEwen resigns as chairman 
of C-N search committee

Jack H. McEwen has resigned as chair
man of the search committee to secure a 
new president for Carson-Newman College, 
Jefferson City. He had asked to be relieved 
of that responsibility, but will continue on 
the Board of Trustees.

McEwen is pastor of First Church, Chat
tanooga. Under his leadership the search 
committee had completed its preliminary 
guideline studies and submitted a list of 
qualifications for the new president. These 
were approved by the trustees.

John Fincher, president of the college 
since 1968, has announced his retirement in 
1977.

taught school in Halls. They have three 
sons, Paul Anthony, John Mark, and Bryan 
Nathaneal.

Covington is a native of Kentucky and 
is a graduate of Murray (Ky.) State Uni
versity and Southwestern Baptist Theo
logical Seminary. He also attended Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary. Covington 
served as pastor of Calvary Church, Knox
ville, for nine years. The former Laurie 
Burnette, Mrs. Covington is a native of 
Fulton, Ky., and is a graduate of Murray 
State. She also attended the University of 
Tennessee, Knoxville. They have three 
grown sons.

Home Mission Board, educators 
explore cooperative resources

ATLANTA—Southern Baptist Conven
tion educators and representatives of the 
Home Mission Board met here to brain
storm ways in which they can better co
operate. Both William G. Tanner, executive 
director-treasurer of the board, effective 
Jan. 1, and representatives of the SBC 
Education Commission, called the meeting 
a first.

The meeting, which took place during the 
annual meeting of the Southern Associa
tion of Colleges and Schools, the regional 
accrediting agency, fulfilled an objective 
Tanner voiced shortly after his election to 
lead the Home Mission Board. He said at 
that time, in an interview, that he planned 
to meet with representatives of other 
agencies, boards and institutions to “see 
what we can do for the kingdom of God 
today to win America to Christ . .

Tanner said he feels he “ought to be 
willing to try to relate the Home Mission

Colombia missionary 
jailed for accident

TULUA, Colombia — Southern Baptist 
missionary Daniel H. Rupp was involved in 
an accident near here which resulted in the 
death of a 42-year-old woman and a four- 
year-old boy.

On Dec. 16, Rupp was returning to his 
home in Manizales from Cali, when the 
two darted out from behind a truck, ac
cording to J. Bryan Brasington, the Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board’s area secre
tary for Western South America. The two 
apparently died instantly.

Rupp was not injured but was being held 
in jail here. Mission lawyers and insurance 
company representatives were working to 
reach a settlement.

“The Foreign Mission Board has provided 
very capable legal assistance and I’m sure 
Dan will be released soon,” Brasington com
mented. “Persons involved in accidents 
where deaths have occurred are auto
matically jailed.”

He continued, “We need to be much in 
prayer for our missionaries around the 
world who constantly drive in hazardous 
conditions. In many countries, the average 
person is not aware of the danger related to 
automobiles. Many people in these countries 
do not own autos, and therefore do not take 
necessary precautions where motor vehicles 
are concerned,” Brasington said. (BP)

Board and our resources to other organiza
tions who hopefully are willing to do the 
same thing.” He said “if winning America 
to Christ is our real purpose,” SBC leaders 
ought to be able to work together.

“There are great resources on the college 
campuses. You have the resources and we 
have the programs,” Tanner, former presi
dent of Oklahoma Baptist University and 
former chairman of the Education Commis
sion, told the educators.

“I feel there ought to be ways the col
leges and agencies of the SBC can relate 
in positive ways,” he added.

Ben Fisher, executive director-treasurer 
of the Education Commission, said: “I think 
that on our college campuses in the past, 
missions sometimes have largely been a 
committee affair. Our goal is to make mis
sions institutional policy, involving all the 
life of the school.”

(Continued on page 5)



1976 Annie Armstrong offering passes 
$9.5-million goal, HMB directors told

ATLANTA — The Annie Armstrong 
Easter Offering for Home Missions sur-

Court lets stand 
Mo. tuition case

WASHINGTON—In a brief, unsigned 
order, the U.S. Supreme Court let stand a 
ruling by the Missouri Supreme Court that 
a tuition grant program for the state’s col
lege students passes First Amendment re
quirements.

The 8-1 action of the high court, with 
only Justice William J. Brennan voting to 
hear the case, means that more than 10,000 
Missouri students will continue to receive 
state funds for use at the educational insti
tutions of their choice.

Among Missouri’s 57 colleges and uni
versities, 17 are affiliated with religious 
denominations. Three of the schools, Han
nibal-LaGrange College, Southwest Baptist 
College, and William Jewell College, are 
Baptist-related.

Missouri’s law, which took effect in 1972, 
provides the state’s students with “non
religious educational services in a public or 
private institution of higher education of 
their choice.”

Under the law, schools whose students 
participate in the program are prohibited 
from discriminating on the basis of race, 
color, religion, sex, or national origin in the 
hiring of administrators, faculty, and staff or 
in the admission of students. Schools must 
also be in compliance with federal civil 
rights laws to be eligible for participation.

The law further requires the schools to 
permit their faculty members to select text
books “without influence or pressure by any 
source.” (BP)

Four Tennessee Musicians
To Take Mission Tour

Four ministers of music from Tennessee 
who are members of “The Centurymen,” 
Southern Baptist Radio and Television 
Commission’s men’s singing group, will 
participate in a 15-day mision tour of Brazil 
in February and March.

The mission tour is co-sponsored by the 
Radio-TV Commission and the Foreign 
Mission Board. Approximately half of the 
100-member group will make the tour.

Members of the group from Tennessee in
clude: Harry Hampsher, Jack Kay, and 
David Richardson, all from Chattanooga, 
and Kent Jackson, Memphis.

“The Centurymen” will present musical 
concerts in Belem, Recife, Rio de Janeiro, 
Curitiba, Sao Paulo, and Brasilia.

passed its $9.5 million goal for 1976, Arthur 
B. Rutledge told directors of the Southern 
Baptist Convention’s Home Mission Board 
at their December meeting here.

Rutledge said the offering had reached 
$9,575,851, and he estimated it will top $9.6 
million by the end of the year.

The offering, sponsored by the Southern 
Baptist Woman’s Missionary Union, is more 
than $1 million above last year, when the 
total gifts amounted to $8,491,652.

“Dramatically increased financial support 
through the SBC Cooperative Program and 
the Annie Armstrong Offering has provided 
added resources for assisting in evangeliza
tion projects and in the starting of new 
congregations as a part of Bold Mission 
Thrust,” Rutledge said.

The Bold Mission Thrust strategy has the 
goal of evangelizing the nation by 1980, as 
part of the SBC’s Bold Mission effort for the 
remainder of the century, and starting new 
congregations throughout the nation.

The directors approved $350,000 in fund
ing of 29 Bold Mission Thrust projects in 
1977. These projects will be continued 
through 1978 with $700,000 of the $1 mil
lion already approved by the directors for 
Bold Mission Thrust projects being allotted.

The December meeting of the board’s 
executive committee was the last at which 
Rutledge will participate as executive 
director-treasurer. He will be succeeded by 
William G. Tanner, Jan. 1. (BP)

Jan. 3- 7—January Bible Study Week 
Jan. 9 —Witness Commitment Day. 
Jan. 14-15—Children’s Music Workshop, 

First Baptist Church, Cleve
land.

Jan. 17-18—State Evangelism Conference, 
Belmont Heights Baptist 
Church, Nashville.

Jan. 18—Laymen’s Night, Belmont
Heights Baptist Church, Nash
ville.

Jan. 20—Church Building Conference,
First Baptist Church, Madi
sonville.

Jan. 21-22—Drama Fellowship Conference, 
First Church, Memphis.

Jan. 24—Southwestern Region Church
Training Officers’ Banquet, 
Brownsville Baptist Church, 
Brownsville.

Jan. 24—Northeastern Region Coopera
tive Program and Stewardship 
Presentation, Grace Baptist 
Church, Morristown.

Jan. 25—Northwestern Region Church

MINISTERS’ WIVES PRESIDENT—Mrs. 
M. K. Cobble, right, newly elected president 
of the Ministers’ Wives Fellowship and Mrs. 
Adrian Rogers, immediate past president 
hands gavel to Mrs. Cobble. The fellowship 
is made up of wives of ministers and other 
church staff workers across the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention.

James Cox elected president 
of professors' association

PRINCETON, N.J.—James W. Cox, pro
fessor of preaching at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Louisville, was 
elected president of the Academy of Homi
letics at its annual meeting here.

The organization includes teachers of 
preaching in a number of Protestant and 
Catholic seminaries and divinity schools in 
the United States and abroad. (BP)

Invents

Training Officers’ Banquet, 
First Church, Paris.

Jan. 25—Eastern Region Program and
Stewardship Presentation, First 
Church, Clinton.

Jan. 25—Baptist Men’s Day.
Jan. 27—South Central Region Church

Training Officers* Banquet, 
First Church, Shelbyville.

Jan. 27—Southeastern Region Coopera
tive Program and Stewardship 
Presentation, First Church, 
Athens.

Jan. 28—Central Region Church Train
ing Officers* Banquet, Judson 
Church, Nashville.

Jan. 28-30—International Student Confer
ence, Henry Horton State 
Park, Chapel Hill.

Jan. 31—North Central Region Church
Training Officers* Banquet, 
First Church, Cookeville.

Jan. 31—Northwestern Region Coopera
tive Program and Stewardship 
Presentation, Dresden.
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Executive Board 
Committees Named For 1976-77

New members of committees of the Exec
utive Board of the Tennessee Baptist Con
vention were elected during the Executive 
Board meeting held Dec. 9-10 in Brent
wood.

Election of the committees followed pres
entation of nominations by a nominating 
committee composed of Pat L. Landrum, 
chairman and pastor of Brighton Church, 
Brighton; John Adams, pastor, Springfield 
Church, Springfield; Jim Austin, pastor, 
First Church, Rogersville; George E. Capps 
Jr., associate executive director, Education 
Commission, SBC, Nashville; Larry Duke,

Hogue tells students 
to equip members

LOUISVILLE—“We need to take the 
pastor off the pedestal and let the people do 
it,” says C. B. Hogue, director of the Home 
Mission Board’s division of evangelism.

Speaking to evangelism classes at South
ern Baptist Theological Seminary here, 
Hogue says that effective evangelism must 
mobilize every member of the church.

“The people are discovering that they 
really want to be involved in this business of 
touching their world for Jesus Christ,” 
Hogue asserts.

The evangelism director believes that pas
tors have a responsibility to equip their 
members for personal evangelism, but he 
also contends that they should be given a 
proper motivation. (BP)

Heart Attack Claims Life
Of Long-Time Pastor

Long-time Tennessee Baptist pastor J. O. 
Carter died earlier this month at Baptist 
Hospital in Nashville following a heart at
tack. He was 70.

In the ministry since 1933, Carter served 
as pastor of Greeneville First Church, Gat
linburg First Church, Riverside Church in 
Nashville, and Miracle Church in LaVergne. 
From 1972-74 he was chaplain of the Vet
erans’ Hospital in Nashville. In 1974, Una 
Church in Nashville called him as asso
ciate pastor. He served there until his death.

Services were held from Una Church 
with Hiram A. LeMay, pastor, James M. 
Gregg, and Charles L. Norton, officiating. 
Burial was at Woodlawn Cemetery in Nash
ville.

Carter is survived by his widow Mrs. 
Esther F. Carter, Nashville, three sons, 
Jimmy Carter, Gatlinburg, Bob Carter and 
Joe Carter, both of Nashville; and four 
grandchildren.
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pastor, Grace Church, Morristown; Jerry 
Glisson, pastor, Leawood Church, Mem
phis; Archie D. King, pastor, Southeast 
Church, Murfreesboro; Jack May, pastor, 
Broadmoor Church, Memphis; and C. 
Henry Preston, pastor of East Ridge 
Church, Chattanooga.
Administrative Committee

(18 Members)
Archie King, Chairman (M)
George Capps, Vice- 

chairman (M)
Gayle Alexander, Chairman, 

Christian Services Com
mittee (W)

Bill Crook, At Large (M)
Larry Duke, Chairman, De

nominational Cooperation 
Committee (E)

Charles Earl, At Large (E)
Ray Fowler, Chairman, Edu

cation Committee (E)
Hayward Highfill, At Large 

(E)
Howard Kolb, At Large (W)
Pat Landrum, At Large (W)
Jack May, President Execu

tive Board (W)

Gaye L. McGIothlen, Chair
man, Tennessee Baptist 
Program Committee (M)

J. Ralph McIntyre, Presi
dent, Tennessee Baptist 
Convention (E)

Mrs. R. Trevis Otey, At 
Large (W)

J. Arnold Porter, At Large 
(M)

C. Henry Preston, At Large 
(E)

Paul Shell, Chairman, 
Public Affairs and Chris
tian Life Committee (W)

Gerald Stow, Chairman, 
State Missions Commit
tee (M)

Christian Services 
Committee

(16 Members)
Gayle Alexander, Chairman 

(W)
James Austin, Vice- 

Chairman (E)
J. Thomas Bryan (M) 
Paul Durham (M) 
James W. Hatley (W) 
Houston Inman (E) 
Jack Kilpatrick (E) 
Mrs. Mac Lambert (E) 
J. C. Parrott (E) 
Don Schultz (M) 
John Shepherd (E) 
Bill Sherman (M) 
Mrs. David Stewart (W) 
Matt Tomlin (W) 
Miss Osta Underwood (M) 
J. G. Wise (W)

Denominational Cooperation 
Committee

(17 Members)
Larry Duke, Chairman (E) 
Don Milam, Vice-Chairman

(W)
Jerry Boswell (W) 
Herman Callahan (E) 
Hayward Highfill (E) 
David Hyers (E) 
James Jennings (M) 
John D. Laida (M) 
Henry Linginfelter (E) 
Joseph D. May (W) 
Miss Margaret McSwain (W) 
J. B. Mount (E) 
Mrs. R. Trevis Otey (W) 
Donald C. Pharris (M) 
James Smith (W) 
Herschel Woodburn (E) 
Paul Woodford (W)

*The president of the Executive Board is an ex-officio 
member of all board committees.

Education Committee
(16 Members)

Ray Fowler, Chairman (E) 
Richard Wakefield Vice-

Chairman (W) 
M. L. Arbuckle (E) 
James Atchley (E) 
Norman Baker (M) 
George Becvar (M) 
Kester Cotton (W) 
Bill Delaney (M) 
Mrs. Robert Gay (M) 
Jerry L. Glisson (W) 
Tom Henry (M) 
Billy Kennedy (E) 
Howard Kolb (W) 
John Leeson (M) 
Jack May (W) 
Lee Morris (E)

State Missions Committee
(18 Members)

Gerald Stow, Chairman (M) 
Pat Landrum, Vice-Chairman 

(W)
Mack Bingham (E) 
Robert E. Brown (W) 
Robert Campbell (E) 
George Capps Jr. (M) 
James Chatham (W) 
William E. Crook (M) 
C. E. Harris (E) 
Mrs. Claude Jennings (M) 
Archie King (M) 
Paul Mayhew (W) 
J. Ralph McIntyre (E) 
Rudy Newby (M) 
John W. Outland (E) 
J. Arnold Porter (M) 
C. Henry Preston (E) 
Robert Stitts (E)

Public Affairs & Christian 
Life Committee

(17 Members)
Paul Shell, Chairman (W) 
Ray Mabey, Vice-Chairman

(M)
Ray Brown (E) 
J. C. Carpenter (M) 
Darrell Clarke (W) 
A. Bruce Coyle (W) 
Jack Cunningham (E) 
John Daley (M) 
Jerry Foust (W) 
Luke Martin (E) 
Earl McCosh (E) 
Carl Methvin (M) 
Roy Miller (E) 
Dennis Pulley (W) 
Raymond Smith (E) 
Oscar Trainer (M) 
Eual Ursery (M)

Tennessee Baptist Progarm 
Committee

(16 Members)
Gaye L. McGIothlen, Chair

man (M)
Jim Osborne, Vice-Chairman 

(W)
John Adams (M) 
Douglas Brewer (W) 
Paul Clark (W) 
Jim Dusek (M) 
Charles Earl (E) 
H. D. Hudson (W) 
Grant Jones (E) 
Raymond Langlois (M) 
Lloyd Lawrence (M) 
Richard Long (W) 
J. B. Morris (E) 
Robert Sharp (E) 
R. Richard Smith (E)

Roy GiUeland, left, and Morris Franks, 
orthodontist, deacon of First Church, 
Smyrna, and state Brotherhood president 
for 1977 at a surprise retirement dinner 
honoring Gilleland.

Laymen, RAs Honor 
Retiring Leader

A surprise recognition dinner honoring 
Roy Gilleland was given by the state Broth
erhood officers, associational Brotherhood 
directors, Royal Ambassador leaders, and 
associational missionaries at Union Uni
versity, Jackson, during the recent Tennes
see Baptist Convention.

Gilleland came to Tennessee from South 
Carolina Jan. 15, 1956 to begin his work 
as RA secretary. In April 1963 he became 
director of the Brotherhood dept, succeed
ing Paul Cates. He retires Dec. 31.

Gilleland was presented a monetary gift 
by Cates from the laymen and RAs from 
across the state. Jerald A. Arnold, Hum
boldt, a regional vice-president spear
headed the event.

Wendell W. Crews, Athens, is present 
state Brotherhood president, and Morris 
Franks of Smyrna is president-elect.

Pastor E. B. Cullum's Wife 
Dies Of Cancer

Mrs. E. B. Cullum, wife of the pastor of 
Grace Church, Knoxville, died recently of 
cancer. She was 49.

The former Jeanne McSwain, she was an 
administrator of a tour agency based in 
Massachusetts. Her husband has been a 
pastor in Tennessee for eight years.

Services were held from Grace Church 
in Knoxville, and burial was in Greenwood 
Cemetery. Mrs. Cullum’s brother, T. L. 
McSwain, Richmond. Ky., officiated.

In addition to her husband and brother, 
she is survived by three daughters, Mrs. 
James Albert White Jr., Candice Cullum 
and Mary Cullum, all of Knoxville; a son, 
Ridge Cullum of Knoxville; mother, Mrs. 
John Eaker of Earl, N.C.; two other broth
ers and a sister.
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Hospital Trustees Elect 
James H. Winters Head

The Baptist Hospital Board of Trustees 
held its annual meeting Dec. 15 at the 
hospital and elected officers for the coming 
year. James H. Winters, president of 
Winters & Koonce, Inc. of Nashville was 
elected chairman. Russell Birmingham, 
M.D., Nashville, was elected vice-chairman; 
H. Eugene Cotey, pastor of First Church, 
Murfreesboro, secretary; and G. Frank Cole 
Jr., Nashville, treasurer.

Other members of the Executive Commit
tee include Stirton Oman Sir., Lem B.
Stevens, and Fred D. Wright. Gene Kidd is 
hospital president, and C. David Stringfield 
is executive vice-president.

The 27-member Baptist Hospital Board of
Trustees is comprised of business, medical 

TBC EMPLOYEES HONORED—Eight persons were recognized for tenure of service 
during the Executive Board meeting held in Brentwood recently. L to R, front row; 
Helen Clifton, Ruth Bradley, and Mauricette Howell. Second row: Bobbie Durham, Bill 
Henry, Cleo Hooper, and Minnie Dorris. Wallace Anderson was not present for the picture.

Eight Employees Recognized 
At December Board Meet

and community leaders and is elected each 
year by the Tennessee Baptist Convention, 
owner of the Baptist hospitals in Nashville,
Memphis, and Knoxville. The board is re
sponsible for the operation of Baptist Hos
pital, Nashville, which is Middle Tennes
see’s largest hospital with 600 beds and 70 
bassinets and yearly patient admissions 
totaling more than 28,000.

Eight Tennessee Baptist Convention em
ployees were honored for years of service 
during the Executive Board meeting in 
Brentwood last week.

Minnie Dorris and Wallace Anderson
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were recognized for 15 years, and Mauri
cette Howell for 10 years. Others recog
nized for five years were Helen Clifton, 
Cleo Hooper, Bill Henry, Ruth Bradley, 
and Bobbie Durham.

Durham serves on the staff of Baptist and 
Reflector as editorial assistant.

Anderson, Howell and Clifton are in the 
Program Services Department where An
derson serves as director of the department, 
Howell is addressograph operator, and Clif
ton serves as office secretary.

Hooper is purchasing secretary in the 
Business office. Henry serves as associate 
in the Student Department, and Bradley 
is secretary in the Administrative Depart
ment with Ralph Norton, executive secre
tary.

Dorris is associate bookkeeper in the Ac
counting office of the Administrative De
partment.

Scholarship fund established 
to honor SBTS 'first lady'

LOUISVILLE—A $27,932 scholarship 
fund has been established at The Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary here in honor 
of “First Lady” Marguerite McCall, wife of 
the school’s president.

The Marguerite McCall Scholarship 
Fund, established by the Woman’s Commit
tee at Southern, exceeded a $25,000 goal in 
pledges and funds collected, a spokesman 
said.

Duke K. McCall, her husband, has been 
president of Southern seminary 25 years. 
(BP)

Cleveland BSU Director
Appointed To MTSU Post

Jimmy Joseph, Baptist Student Union di
rector at Cleveland State Co: unity ColHill

lege, was appointed by the Executive Board 
of the Tennessee Baptist Convention to fill 
a similar position on the campus of Middle 
Tennessee State University in Murfreesboro.

Joseph began his work at Cleveland in 
1972. Prior to that time, he served for a 
year as seminary intern on the campus. 
During his work there, a new Baptist Stu
dent Center was erected.

He is already on the new field of ser
vice, according to Glenn Yarbrough, direc
tor, Student Dept., TBC.

WELCOME — Forrest (Woody) Watkins, 
new director of missions for Hamilton 
County Association, and his wife are wel
comed to Chattanooga by John Ashby, 
moderator, during a reception held Dec. 
12 at the association’s office.
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FMB to continue support 
for Ruschlikon seminary

RICHMOND — The Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board voted to reaffirm its 
support of the Baptist Theological Seminary 
in Ruschlikon, Switzerland, during the 
board’s December meeting here.

The seminary has been hit hard by dollar 
devaluation, according to J. D. Hughey, the 
board’s area secretary for Europe, the 
Middle East and South Asia. “Small 
amounts are contributed to the seminary by 
European Baptist unions, churches and indi
viduals, but the Foreign Mission Board must 
bear most of the cost,” Hughey said.

In reaffirming its support, the board listed 
several conditions or understandings that 
were to accompany the support. The first 
understanding was that the property will be 
used for a Baptist Center, which, in addition 
to the seminary activity, will be used for 
conferences, short term courses of study, 
extension courses, and as headquarters for 
the board’s field representative for the area.

This was coupled with a later understand
ing that no new building for the Baptist 
Center can be anticipated in the “foresee
able” future.

Two more of the conditions concerned 
the student body. The seminary is to accept 
students from all parts of the world, espe
cially for graduate work, but American stu
dents are not to constitute more than about 
10 percent of the student body. American 
students will be personally responsible for 
their fees, rent, and meals. Other students 
are sometimes subsidized.

The board also requested that emphasis 
be placed on financial management and on 
increasing income from students and from 
European sources, stating in the recom

BOARD—Jack May (right), president of the Executive Board of the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention, presides over the Dec. 10 session in Brentwood. This was the first meeting 
of the 99-member board, which was expanded from 75 members at the November 
state convention.

mendation that only minimal increase of the 
annual board subsidy to the seminary can be 
expected.

A maximum of six seminary professors 
will be supported by the board, in addition 
to the president. Other persons may be 
assigned to Ruschlikon for non-academic 
programs.

The seminary’s president, C. Penrose St. 
Amant, a Southern Baptist missionary as
sociate, announced his retirement a few 
months ago. Hughey said that a new presi
dent hopefully would be elected by the 
board in January, with ratification later by 
the seminary trustees. (BP)

Home Mission Board
(Continued from page 1)

George Capps, associate executive direc
tor of the commission, added: “When you 
consider the forces on the campus, in the 
administration, faculty, student body, and 
trustees, you are talking about a lot of 
resources. We are interested in seeing our 
schools committed to making missions a 
part of the overall program ... to reaffirm
ing our historic commitment . . .”

Last year, the Education Commission and 
other educators met with the Foreign Mis
sion Board to map out areas of cooperation. 
Such a meeting with the Southern Baptist 
Woman’s Missionary Union is in the plan
ning stage.

Southern Baptists operate 43 senior col
leges or universities, 10 junior colleges, six 
theological seminaries and 12 other schools 
on the high school academy and Bible 
school levels. (BP)

By Jonas L. Stewart 
Executive Secretary-Treasurer 
Tennessee Baptist Foundation

The month of January is designated in 
the Southern Baptist Convention calendar 
as “Make Your Will Month.” This is a 
Christian concept based upon our obliga
tion to be good stewards of all that we 
possess. It is a Christian’s duty to make 
the best possible provisions for those of his 
household.

Through a Christian will one can make 
his or her own decisions about the dispo
sition of hard earned and sacrificially ac
cumulated assets. A wife may find it much 
easier to settle the family affairs if the hus
band leaves her with a carefully prepared 
will. Children can be adequately protected 
by having parents designate a trustee to pro
tect their part of the estate. A guardian for 
the children can be named by the parents. 
Without prior provisions any or all of these 
matters may become the decision of the 
courts. Expensive and time consuming prob
lems can arise, many of which can be 
eliminated by a properly prepared will.

Our films are still available as schedule 
permits. We have bulletin inserts and posters 
available to be used for this emphasis, all 
without cost. Write our office for films to 
be shown or other materials needed.

As an individual matter, why not see your 
attorney about getting a will prepared dur
ing January or as soon as possible?

As you consider this, just remember that 
not one dime of your estate can be used 
for the Lord’s work at your death without 
prior planning. Write us for information 
about preparing a Christian will: Tennes
see Baptist Foundation, Jonas L. Stewart, 
Executive Secretary-Treasurer, P.O. Box 
347, Brentwood, TN 37027.
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Our People and Our Churches . . .
LEADERSHIP...

Clyde C. Rogers is the new pastor at 
Lucy Church in Millington, coming from the 

Rogers

pastorate of Como 
(Miss.) Church. A native 
of Birmingham, Ala., he 
is a graduate of Samford 
University and New 
Orleans Baptist Theolog
ical Seminary. He has 
served churches in Ala
bama, Louisiana, and 
Mississippi. He has also 
been active in denomina
tional affairs, serving as a 
member of the Missis

sippi Baptist Convention Board; chairman 
of various committees, a moderator, coun
selor, and Royal Ambassador camp pastor.

Rutland Church, Mt. Juliet, called Terry 
Humbard, a student at Belmont College, as 
pastor. He is a member at Belmont Heights 
Church in Nashville where he will be or
dained.

Wallace Memorial Church, Knoxville, 
called Tyson Garrison as associate pastor/ 
activities-youth. He is already on the field, 
coming from Mount Olive Church in Knox
ville. James MlcCluskey is pastor.

W. D. Leach, pastor at Calvary Church, 
Haywood Association, accepted the call as 
pastor of West Side Church, Dyersburg.

Vernon Turner resigned as pastor of Point 
Pleasant Church, Western District Associa
tion, effective Dec. 12.

Larry Carte resigned as pastor of Alder 
Springs Church Campbell County Associa
tion, to become pastor of Newcomb Church, 
Newcomb.

Owen Hatmaker resigned as pastor of 
East Jacksboro Church, Campbell County 
Association, after serving there over five 
years.

Judson Church, Nashville, called Bob I. 
Johnson as interim minister of education. 
Raymond Langlois is pastor.

Frank Davis, Cosby, is serving Basinger 
Chapel, East Tennessee Association, as pas
tor.

Paul Mayfield resigned as pastor of 
Holders Grove Church, East Tennessee As
sociation.

Murray Mathis resigned as pastor of East 
Commerce Church, Lewisburg, to accept the 
call to Joelton First Church. He is already 
on the new field of service.

REVIVALS...
North Jackson Church, Jackson, held 

revival services with David Burton serving 
as evangelist. Don Holland was guest singer. 
There were five additions by baptism, one 
by letter, and one surrender to full time 
Christian work. James Glisson is pastor.

Bible Grove Church, Jackson, reports two 
additions by baptism, three by letter, and 
many rededications. James Glisson, pastor, 
North Jackson Church, was the evangelist. 
Bill Burks is interim pastor.

Wartburg First Church was led in revival 
with Don Long recently. There were three 
professions of faith, one addition by letter, 
and one surrender to full time Christian 
service. Long is pastor of Calvary Church, 
Oak Ridge.

Campaign First Church held an eight-day 
revival with Ray Maynard, director of mis
sions, Central Association, serving as evan
gelist. Mike Cantrell, Northside Church, 
McMinnville, was in charge of the music. 
There were eight decisions. Garvin Haley is 
pastor.

The retired ministers fellowship of north
west Tennessee conducted a week-end revival 
at Troy First Church. The messages were 
brought by: D. L. Hemphill, Union City, 
Alton Farmer, Como; R. Clayton Ryan, 
Martin; and R. L. Newman, Dresden. The 
fellowship is composed of retired pastors 
from Beulah, Weakley, Carroll-Benton, and 
Western District Associations. They have 
held two week-end revivals. Ryan is presi
dent of the fellowship.

Luther B. Dyer, director of missions, 
Nashville Association, and Fred Doerge, 
evangelist from Joplin, Mo., were the 
evangelists for revival services at Franklin 
First Church. There were five professions 
of faith, four additions by letter, and 
numerous rededications. Don Norris, min
ister of music, Franklin First Church, led 
the revival choir. Virgil Peters is pastor.

Bob Johnson is the new pastor at Park
view Church, Lewisburg.

New Midway Church, Loudon County 
Association, called Homer Hooks as pastor.

Clarksville First Church called Vernon 
Lamonte Ezell as minister of activities. He 
comes to the position from Bolivar (Mo.) 
First Church, where he serves as director of 
recreation. He is a graduate of Southwest 
Baptist College in Bolivar, Mo., with a major 
in church recreation and religious studies. 
John David Laida is pastor at the Clarks
ville church.

PEOPLE...
Longview Church, Bell Buckle, ordained 

Larry Smith and James Rittenberry as dea
cons. Bruce Smith is pastor.

Bethel Church, East Tennessee Baptist 
Association, ordained Tom Suggs, Freddie 
James, and Eugene Hall as deacons. Harvey 
Evans, pastor, Ransom Hall, Billy Bush, 
Frank Bell, and J. H. Stogner participated in 
the service.

Clear Creek Church, Tennessee Valley 
Association, ordained Marty .Collins as a 
deacon. Felix Harris is pastor.

Mr. and Mrs. Harry K. Hodge, members 
of Brainerd Church, Chattanooga, celebrated 
their 50th wedding anniversary. Both have 
been active members of the church since 
1953 and worked with married young peo
ple. He is an honorary life-time deacon. 
J. Ralph McIntyre is their pastor.

Golden Lawson was ordained as a deacon 
by Wallace Memorial Church, Knoxville. 
James McCluskey is pastor.

Joseph Easterly observed his 10th anni
versary as minister of music at Robertsville 
Church, Oak Ridge, recently. Lee Morris is 
pastor.

Rick Frazier was ordained to the gospel 
ministry at Indiana Avenue Church, La- 
Follette. He is pastor of Elk Valley First 
Church.

Earl Chapman was ordained to the gospel 
ministry at Eagan Church, Eagan. He is a 
student at Cumberland College, and will be 
serving as pastor at Eagan.

Russell Caldwell was ordained as a deacon 
by Union City First Church. W. Fred 
Kendall H is pastor.

Southside Church, Humboldt ordained 
James Brisentine, Billy Baker, and Jesse 
Melugin as deacons.

Two Rivers Church, Nashville, licensed 
Wayne Huff to the gospel ministry. He is a 
junior at Belmont College. His father, L. M. 
Huff, participated in the service. He is a 
former Tennessee pastor and is now pastor 
of a church in Illinois. Jim Henry is pastor 
at Two Rivers.

In Beulah Association, Pleasant Hill #1 
Church licensed Tommy Mount to the 
gospel ministry. Wayne Perkins is pastor.

West View Church, Stone Association, 
ordained Frank Massa and Ron Chambers 
as deacons.
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On Matters ot

Family Living
By Dr. B. David Edens

Director, Marriage and Family Program 
Stephens College—Columbia, Missouri 65201

Don't Rely On Praise As 
Problem-Solver

Has praise become the educator’s equiva
lent of the medicine man’s snake oil, a uni
versal remedy for all that afflicteth a child’s 
mind, spirit and works? If so, it doesn’t 
help—and may hurt—the kids being but
tered up. Research on the effects of praise 
on pupils’ self-esteem and school per
formance shows accumulating evidence that 
unmerited, indiscriminate or too frequent 
praise has the opposite effect from the en
couragement intended.

Among the study findings:
* Unearned, “kindly” praise can kid 

some kids—especially low achievers—into 
believing that they’re doing fine when 
they’re actually doing poorly, and leaves 
their real learning problems unsolved.

* Unmerited praise convinces more per
ceptive youngsters who aren’t doing well 
that the teacher obviously doesn’t expect 
much of them since even a wrong answer 
brings cheers.

* Constant, “encouraging” praise dilutes 
some students’ zest for inquiry and prob
lem-solving and detours them from difficult 
paths of thought.

* Too much praise creates a dependency 

that make pupils work for teachers’ com
mendation rather than the satisfaction of 
mastering the material.

Alison Wolf of the National Institute of 
Education, reviewing studies on praise in 
Learning, reminds that “none of this re
search indicts praise and its ability to stimu
late and help a child. It suggests, rather, 

Wi STATION GUIDE

I am a young woman seeking pur
pose and motivation for life. Your 

TV program concerning God's love for all people, even the mentally dis
abled, moved me to tears. Thanks to the HUMAN DIMENSION, I have determined to give 
my life ministering to the mentally retarded."
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Southern Baptist Radio-Television Commission / P.O. Box 12157 / Fort Worth, Texas 76116
Paul M. Stevens, President

that praise, like love, should be bestowed 
wisely and well.”

To be valued and valuable, praise should 
be earned and given sparingly, she says. 
“Make sure the standards for earning praise 
are clearly related to the activity or subject 
matter in question.”

A lot of hard work goes into good work.

FOR PROGRAMS 
BY YOUR 

RADIO-TV COMMISSION
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EDITORIALS

Alcoholic beverages for university dormitories?
Concerned Tennessee Baptists and other responsible citizens 

need to express their views on the drinking of alcoholic bev
erages in dormitory rooms at our tax-supported colleges.

A proposal to permit students to keep and consume alco
holic beverages in their dormitory rooms is under considera
tion by the Board of Regents and also by the Board of the 
University of Tennessee System. The regents’ decision would 
effect regional and community colleges, while the UT trustees’ 
decision would effect those campuses related to the University 
of Tennessee.

The issues have been active about 18 months.
Earlier this month the Student Life Committee of the state 

Board of Regents voted to recommend to the full board that 
the ban on such beverages in dormitories be lifted.

At the present time, each campus is determining how this 
new policy would operate; in such areas as, separate housing 
for those who wish to drink and for those who do not.

The proposal is expected to come before the Board of Re
gents in March. Under its provisions, each university would 
decide for itself whether or not to allow alcoholic beverages 
on campus with the final decision to be made by the university 
president.

If approved, the permissive policy would become effective 
with the fall 1977 term.

Concerning those campuses under the University of Tennes
see System, the matter would likely come through the trustees’
Student Affairs Committee. At the present time, this co:Hill it-
tee has not passed a formal proposal to bring the controversial 
issue to the Board of Trustees. However, since the matter defi
nitely will come to the Board of Regents, its is expected to 
be faced by the UT System trustees in the near future.

It is imperative that you share your views on this vital issue 
with the presidents of tax-supported Tennessee universities and 
to members of the Board of Regents and to the members of 
the Board of Trustees of the University of Tennessee System.

Roman resolutions
Next week many of our churches will be participating in one 

of the outstanding events of the church year—January Bible 
Study. The 1977 study will be especially rewarding, since it 
uses Parfl’s epistle to the Romans.

Speaking of Romans, if you have not made your New Year’s 
Resolutions, may we suggest these from chapter 12 (Phillips 
translation).

' _ Let us have no imitation Christian love. Let us have a gen
uine break with evil and a real devotion to good. Let us have a 
warm affection with one another as between brothers and a 
willingness to let the other men have the credit.

Let us not allow slackness to spoil our work, and let us keep 
the fires of the Spirit burning as we do our work for God.

Base your happiness on our hope in Christ. When trials 
come, endure them patiently. Steadfastly maintain the habit of 
prayer.

Give freely to your fellow Christian in want, never grudging 
a meal or a bed to those who need them. And as for those who 
try to make your life a misery, bless them. Don’t curse, bless.

Share the happiness of those who are happy, and the sorrow 
of those who are sad. Live in harmony with each other. Don’t 
become snobbish, but take a real interest in ordinary people. 
Don’t become set in your own opinions.

Don’t pay back a bad turn by a bad turn to anyone. Don’t say 
“it doesn’t matter what people think,” but see that your pub
lic behavior is above criticism.

As far as your responsibiliy goes, live at peace with every
one. Never take vegeance into your own hands, my dear 
friends. Stand back and let God punish, if He will.

Don’t allow your self to be overpowered by evil. Take the 
offensive—overpower evil by good!
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Cicero’s
comment

By the editor
Cicero was waiting anxiously for his an

nual year-end visit from that noted prophet, 
predictor, and seer, G. N. Dickson. Each 
year about this time, G. N. comes to make 
his predictions for the coming year.

My excitement increased when I heard 
“thump, thump,” and I knew G. N. Dickson 
was dribbling his crystal ball toward my 
office.

“I’m glad you have come,” Cicero ex
claimed. “Many of my readers will not lift 
a finger until you have made your predic
tions. In fact, some of them won’t lift a 
finger anyway.”

Cicero thought it might be well to review 
some of G. N.’s predictions for 1976—to 
establish his creditability.

“I had a great year,” Dickson defended. 
“I predicted that Thanksgiving would be on 
Thursday—and it was! I predicted that 1976 
would seem longer than most other years— 
and, sure enough, it had 366 days! I pre
dicted there would be a lot of national 
fireworks—and surely you must have seen 
and heard the displays on the July 4 Bi
centennial!”

Cicero gasped in amazement, “That’s 
true! What a record! But what about 1977?”

G. N. Dickson began to stare into his 
crystal ball which was deftly spinning on his 
index finger. With quivering voice, he began 
to speak, “Even though 1976 was the elec
tion year, the United States will have a 
change in the Presidency during 1977.”

Cicero almost dropped his pencil in ter
ror, until he realized that Jimmy Carter 
wouldn’t become President until Jan 20.

G. N. continued, “I predict that there will 
be a breakup of a Hollywood marriage; a 
record national debt; 40 percent of the 
churches will change pastors; and that in
flation will continue to increase.”

Cicero interrupted, “But, G. N., these 
things happen every year.”

Dickson sighed impatiently, “I have one 
more. I predict that unless I can come up 
with better predictions, you won’t be nearly 
as anxious to see me next year.”

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR

Brings You News First

to Sdttoz . . .
Letters on any religion-related subject are welcomed. Letters of over 300 words 
will not be used. Other letters may be shortened at the discretion of the editor. 
No unsigned letters will be printed, but writer’s name will be withheld for 
sufficient reason.

God calls leaders
Dear editor:

I would like to say “amen” to the letter 
of J. Pope Dyer (Dec. 9).

The three points that were made for 
supplying sufficient leaders for our denomi
nation were very good. However, I feel that 
the most important thing that we as Chris
tians should do to provide leaders in our 
churches was omitted. The fact that this 
point was omitted may be the reason so 
many are leaving the work of the church.

Jesus said in Luke 10:2, “The harvest 
truly is great, but the laborers are few: pray 
ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he 
would send forth laborers into his harvest.”

Let us never forget that we are to pray 
that God will call workers. I am not con
cerned when the worker gets the call— 
before starting to college, in the middle, or 
at the graduation—but there must be a call 
from God. He may even call some that don’t 
go to college.

Thomas J. Mayberry 
Fairfield Baptist Church 
Highway 100 North 
Centerville 37033

Not so accurate
Dear editor:

Your reply to Dirk Van Dam (Letters, 
Dec. 2) caused my eyebrow to twitch a 
little. Like him, I, too, am a member of a 
Southern Baptist church, and I must admit 
that he has an accurate observation, but 
yours—well, not so accurate.

I believe Jesus described we Southern 
Baptists in the letter to the church at 
Ephesus. Our first love has become the 
organization. Our first work has become 
service to the organization. We no longer 
exalt Jesus but the organization. We put 
social functions ahead of soul-winning. We 
have lost our zeal for real evangelism. We 
have sacrificed soul-winning evangelism for 
organizational involvement. We are so busy

2825 West End Avenue, Nashville, Tenn. 37203 
615-383-3363

organizing the organization that lost people 
get lost in the process.

Southern Baptists and Independents have 
one thing in common; both baskets have 
good apples and bad apples. So by no means 
can we say that one is right and the other is 
wrong, but somewhere along the way we 
Southern Baptists have let a few bad apples 
get on top and casue the whole basket to 
rot. We have a choice: get rid of the bad 
ones, stay in the basket and rot with the 
rest, or else get out of the basket.

John W. Blackwell 
Route 1
Martin 38237

You didn’t mention the other choice: in
dependent apples stealing the basket!

When you use “we” in your second 
paragraph, you must mean you and your 
church. Please don’t include the rest of us 
Southern Baptists who follow the principle 
and practice that Southern Baptist organiza
tions (within and outside a church) exist 
ONLY to help churches accomplish their 
Christ-given tasks, (editor)

To change or correct 
your address

Attach label from your latest copy 
here and show new address below— 
include zip code. When changing ad
dress please give two weeks notice. 
Please write, do not call address 
changes to insure accuracy.

All correspondence relating 
to your subscription
should be accompanied by your address 
label. If you are receiving duplicate 
copies please send both labels.
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Post Office Box 347 
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interpretation

The Glory of the Resurrection
By Herschel H. Hobbs

"So also is the resurrection of the 
dead.”—I Corinthians 15:42a
“So” also refers back to Paul’s three

fold analogy (w.36-41). He is still talking 
about the “how” and “what” of verse 35. 
Thus he applies the truths set forth. He 
gives a marvelous comparison between the 
body that is buried and the resurrection 
body (w. 42-44).

Read verses 42b-43. Note the contrast: 
corruption, dishonour, weakness; incorrup
tion, glory, power. Everyone who has stood 
by the grave of a loved one knows the sad 
truth of the first three words. Like a sown 
seed the body will decay. All a mortician’s 
art cannot hide the “dishonour” of a dead 
corpse. Its “weakness” is evident in that it 
has been overcome by death.

But we also know by faith the glory of 

PASTOR, do you need help in developing 
a Christian Stewardship program in your 
church?

Boyce Bible School in Louisville offers short term courses to help 
with the practical elements of the local church. Courses are also 
available to help you with biblical interpretation, current theological 
issues and counseling techniques. All are taught for the individual 
without a seminary or college degree.

Courses begin February 7.
Application deadline: January 12.

Write today:
Boyce Bible School 
2801 Lexington Road 
Louisville, Kentucky 40206

A division of Southern Baptist Theological Seminary

the last three words—a body immortal and 
not subject to decay, a glorified body no 
longer subject to the power of death. Note 
the punctuation marks. Not a period but 
semicolons and a colon. Of course, these 
are not in the Greek text. But they express 
the assurance that there is no period after 
death. A brief pause as man sees it. But 
“absent from the body . . . present with 
the Lord” (2 Cor. 5:8), as the spirit is with 
Christ awaiting the bodily resurrection at 
the Lord’s return.

“There is a natural body, and there is 
a spiritual body” (v. 44b, see also vv. 45- 
49). The former we know in the present. 
The latter we anticipate through faith. But 
as certainly as we have a natural body in 
time, just as certainly will we have a spir
itual body in eternity.

Devotional

Each Writes A Permanent Record
By Marie W. Deusner

“What I have written I have written.” 
John 19:22 When Pilate spoke these words 
he uttered a greater truth than he realized. 
What he had done was done and could 
never be undone. What he had written he 
had written, and what a bloody chapter it 
was! He had done a cowardly and unjust 
deed. He had crimsoned his hands with the 
blood of an innocent man. Face to face with 
the opportunity of doing a big thing he 
chose to do something mean and unseemly.

As we close out one year and begin an
other let us turn the searchlight away from 
the Roman Procurator and let it shine upon 
our own lives. Two questions emerge: what 
have we written in 1976; and what will we 
write in 1977?

Each of us is writing a permanent record. 
Dr. William Hersey Davis of sainted mem
ory used to interpret the passage: “What I 
have written is on the record.” Pilate’s act 
coult not be undone, nor can ours. We all 
are writing a book. With the passing of the 
year another chapter has been finished.

That record once written is irrevocable. 
What is written is written. Remorse cannot 
alter the copy. Wishes are vain. Repentance 
will not tear out the pages.

“The moving finger writes; and having 
writ,

Moves on; nor all your piety nor wit 
Can lure it back to cancel half a line, 
Nor all your tears wash out a word of it.” 

It is said that in his last days Thomas 
Paine deeply regretted having written The 
Age of Reason. His regrets could not undo 
his act. What he had written was part of 
his record.

Someday we must face our record and be 
judged by it. This is strongly suggested by 
Revelation 20:12.

We must not let this awesome truth blind 
us to the fact in His goodness our Heavenly 
Father has placed before us a new book. Its 
pages are clean and unspotted. The year 
into which we enter offers us golden op
portunities to write something good and 
worthwhile. Let us strive to make the most 
of these marvelous days.

Mrs. Deusner is the wife of Edwin E. 
Deusner, pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Lexington.

POST and CO.
FOR SALE

Church NEW Buses
USED 

Reconditioned 
Painted & Lettered (Church Colors) 

Call Collect—615-523-2102
617 24th St., Knoxville, TN 37921
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THE ATLANTA

FORUMS CAN HELP YOU STRENGTHEN 
THE FAMILY LIFE OF YOUR CHURCH.

There is something you and your church can do to help marriages and families.

The CHURCH & FAMILY Forum in Atlanta could 
well be the most significant opportunity you will 
have in the next year to help relationships and 
homes in your church.

The CHURCH & FAMILY Forum takes up where 
the Congress on the Family left off—practical help 
for Christian families and marriages—content- 
planned so that you can use it in your own church 
programs.

These are “share-able” conferences. They are 
planned so that you and others from your church 
will have the experiences and materials to be 
catalysts in your own church for strengthening rela
tionships. Family specialists from around the 
country will work with you to develop a strategy for 
building an effective family enrichment program. 
They will help your church minister to people where 
they need help most—in their homes.

The conference in your area will equip you and 
your church to help others—

• enhance their communication and resolve 
conflicts

• experience sexual fulfillment in their marriages
• build self-esteem in their families
• encourage family unity
• develop a positive identity as singles
• deal with many practical issues unique to singles

The most far-reaching social problem in our gener
ation is the decay of the family. Social scientists are 
now becoming concerned and predict that in the 
next decade every element of our society must be in
volved in a family strengthening effort. This is good 
news—but dhe spiritual quality of the family must not 
be overlooked.

The Continental Congress on the Family in 1975 
revealed how churches of all denominations share 
this increasing concern and are beginning to lead 
the way in new strategies to help the greatest num
ber of couples, parents and singles. I am delighted to

see a significant follow-up to that national congress so thousands of pastors 
and leaders in every part of the continent can be trained to expand their own 
church family life programs.

Family Concern's CHURCH & FAMILY Forums are a fresh, innovative ap
proach and will provide the practical help churches need. It is my prayer that 
they might be a catalyst for a significant family strengthening movement in 
North America.

Billy Graham

FORUM

Clip and mail this coupon 
today for complete information

Yes, please send me complete information 
on the CHURCH & FAMILY Forum near me.• Philadelphia—January 25-28/77

• Atlanta—February 8-11
• Dallas—March 1-4
• Pasadena—March 29-April 1
• Chicago—April 12-15
• Seattle—May 3-6
• Toronto—September 6-9
• Minneapolis—October 11-14

Name — 
Address 
City___ State
CHURCH & FAMILY
P.O. BOX 14249 OMAHA NE 68124
An outreach of Family Concern, Inc.
The continuation of the Continental Congress on the
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Church. Music Department 
Plans 1977 Seminars

Three simultaneous seminars will be con
ducted in Nashville Feb. 28-Mar. 4 by the 
church music department of the Southern 
Baptist Sunday School Board. Included will 
be one seminar each for ministers of music, 
preschool-children’s choir coordinators and 
church organists.

Leaders for the Ministers of Music Semi
nar will include Charles C. Hirt, nationally- 
known choral clinician from California;

James A. Sheffield, church administrator, 
First Baptist Church, Beaumont, Tex.; and 
Thad Roberts, minister of music, South 
Main Baptist Church, Houston.

The Preschool-Children’s Choir Coordi
nators Seminar will be held for persons who 
coordinate two or more preschool choirs, 
children’s choirs or both. Leaders for this 
seminar will be Linda Boyd, associate to 
the state music secretary of Missouri; Mrs.

JANUARY
JUBILEE

Martha Kirkland, preschool and children’s 
choir coordinator, Belmont Heights Baptist 
Church, Nashville; and Mrs. Muriel Black- 
well, supervisor of the children’s section, 
Sunday School Department, Sunday School 
Board.

The Church Organists Seminar, led by 
James W. Good and Clyde Holloway, will 
feature practical tips on how to improve 
playing, ideas for worship services and or
gan literature for church services. The 
seminar will feature organ recitals by the 
two clinicians and “organ crawl,” visiting 
some of the churches in the city of Nash
ville.

Additional information may be secured 
from the Church Program Training Center, 
127 Ninth Ave., North, Nashville, TN 
37234.

HISTORICALLY
SALE Savings of up to 

50% on many items
FROM THE FILES

throughout the store
Visit the Baptist Book Store nearest you today for these and other 
specials. Or, if you choose to order by mail, clip this ad and send 
to the Baptist Book Store nearest you.
Check item(s) desired. For more than one copy of an item, write 
quantity desired on line. -------

NEW AMERICAN STANDARD REFERENCE 
STUDY BIBLE (Holman)____ Black Brown

Reg. $42.50 Sale Price, $27.95
____ WORD PICTURES IN THE NEW TESTAMENT 

by A. T. Robertson (Broadman/WHSE) -
Reg. $39.95 Sale Price, $24.95

____ AN INTERPRETATION OF THE ENGLISH BIBLE 
by B. H. Carroll (Baker/WHSE) Six volumes.

Reg. $75.00 Sale Price, $37.50
STRONG’S EXHAUSTIVE CONCORDANCE OF
THE BIBLE Plain Edges (Abingdon/WHSE)

Reg. $16.95 Sale Price, $9.95
____ TOTAL JOY by Marabel Morgan (Revell)

Reg. $6.95 Sale Price, $4.95
_____ BORN AGAIN by Charles Colson (Revell)

Reg. $8.95 Sale Price, $6.95
(Paper Edition will be available in March, 1977)

_____I LOVE THE WORD IMPOSSIBLE by Ann Kiemel 
(Tyndale/WHSE) Reg. $5.95 Sale Price, $3.95

____ RICHEST LADY IN TOWN by Joyce Landorf
(Zondervan/WHSE) Reg. $4.95 Sale Price, $2.75

____ TO UNDERSTAND EACH OTHER by Paul Tournier
(John Knox/WHSE) Reg. $3.50 Sale Price, $1.95

____ I HAVE HEARD THE RAINBOW by Wilda Fancher 
(Broadman/WHSE) Reg. $3.95 Sale Price, $2.75

____ THE MANTLE by William Stephens (Tyndale/WHSE)
Reg. $7.95 Sale Price, $4.95

Amount of order----------------------
Sales Tax----------------------

L A ’Postage and Handling----------------------A A TOTAL----------------------

ALA AZA BAPTIST BOOK STORES
PARTNERS/ I %IN GROWTHI

Celebrating our 5Oth year

‘On all cash orders please add the following for delivery and handling: 
Orders $2.00 or less, add 50C; orders $2.01 to $5.00, add 75C; orders 
over $5.00, add $1.00.

50 YEARS AGO
The Women’s Christian Temperance 

Union celebrated their 53rd anniver
sary. The organization began in Hills
boro, Ohio in a “side-walk” praying 
campaign.

Furman University in South Caro
lina observed its 100th anniversary. 
W. J. McGlothlin was president.

25 YEARS AGO
Hoyt Vassar, pastor for three years 

at El Bethel Church, New Duck River 
Association, accepted the call of Sec
ond Church, Chattanooga.

Immanuel Church, Nashville, cele
brated its 64th birthday with a “Vic
tory Day,” prayer meeting with fund 
pledges. Gaye McGlothlen was pastor.

10 YEARS AGO
An editorial by Richard Owen 

warned Christians not to miss the true 
meaning of Christmas because of an 
unfriendly world. “Jesus was not born 
into a warm, friendly welcoming 
world. Constantly He has met shut 
doors.” Victory was declared, though, 
because as the editor said, “He still 
comes, despite the closed entry. Those 
who open to Him, discover life’s radi
ance and find a world wrapped in 
wonder.”
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PULPIT TO PEW
by Jim Griffith

It was a few days after Christmas “and all through the house not a creature was stir
ring” they were all tired out.

The journey to Christmas is often a tiresome one—with tensions and anxieties obscur
ing the joy of the season.

But some one has said that the first Christmas also had frenzy as well as faith.
And we must do now, what the shepherds did then: sort things out and decide whether 

we are going to describe life as “scared” or “sacred.”
Life is sacred when Christmas turns all wise souls from shallow unbelief to the true 

depth of faith in the crucified and risen Saviour.
Although there was no room for the Christ child in the inn, the sins of man made room 

for the Saviour on the Cross.
We hear much in our day about the quest for peace, but peace of mind and heart are 

not possible without the Prince of Peace.

By Ralph Norton
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ACROSS

1 2 ■ 5 • 8 9 10

11 r

14

117 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

32 33 34

35 36

37 38 39 40 41

42 ■ ■■ 45 46

47 ■ ■
50 ■

1 Straw or panama
4 Fireplace part
7 It is not to the swift 

(Eccl. 9:11)
11 N.T. book: abbr.
12 “be thou — also”

(2 Tim. 4)
13 Place (Josh. 12:14)
14 Hive dweller
15 Evils
16 Kind of green or blue
17 “and----------”

(Phil. 1)
20 What Peter began to 

do (Matt. 26:74)
22 Famous general
23 Touch
24 It could be eaten 

(Deut. 14:5)
26 It works wrath 

(Rom. 4:15)

29 Plexus of nerves
30 Eagle
31 Glacial ridge
32 Bat wood
33 Exude
34 The well (Gen. 26:20)
35 Stowe character
36 Hearth
37 Eden (Ezek. 28:13;

3 words)
42 Butter substitute
43 “in the king’s —”

(2 Sam. 18)
44 Macaw
47 Broccoli brown
48 Greek goddess
49 Tree
50 Sheriff’s men: abbr.
51 Time in the summer: 

abbr.
52 Girl of song

DOWN

1 N.T. book: abbr.
2 Ship’s cargo

(2 Chron. 9:21; sing.)
3 “and-----is not in 

us” (1 John 1)
4 Border (Josh. 19:25)
5 Heraldic border
6 “and let us----- 

there” (Jer. 8)
7 Roam
8 Melody
9 South American 

capital
10 See 37 Across
12 “for — is the gate” 

(Matt. 7)
18 Bone: comb, form
19 Heard from the pul

pit: abbr.
20 Cush-cush
21 Japanese city: poss.
24 Requisitioned
25 Son of Gad

(Gen. 46:16)
26 “in the---- perilous 

times” (2 Tim. 3)
27 Father of Hushim 

(1 Chron. 7:12)
28 Revive
31 Mexican coin
33 Formed after Adam 

(1 Tim. 2:13)
35 Esau’s land 

(Gen. 32:3; poss.)
36 Teen and golden
37 Cankered (Jas. 5:3)
38 Kind of hemp
39 “— in mercy”

(Hos. 10)
40 Boat movers
41 Flutter
45 The tumeric
46 Piercing tool

The first meeting of the newly enlarged 
Executive Board was held here in Brent
wood on December 9 
and 10 with an excellent 
attendance. Great inter
est and a good spirit pre
vailed throughout the 
sessions. Increased from 
75 to 99 members this 
year, your Executive 
Board is made up of men 
and women from across 
the state, all of them will
ing to take time from 
their busy church and
business responsibilities to serve Tennessee 
Baptists through the activities of the Board.

It was spiritually rewarding to me just to 
observe the concern and genuine interest 
displayed during this two-day meeting. Their 
willingness to study and become involved in 
the programs of our state lead me to believe 
that this will be a progressive and rewarding 
year for our convention. Pray for these 
members that they may be given wisdom 
and understanding as they seek to make de
cisions through the year.

May I encourage each of you to feel at 
liberty to ask questions of these men and 
women. With 99 members scattered across 
the state, you are certain to be within easy 
access of one or more who will be happy to 
discuss any of our programs with you. If 
there is a phase of the work which you do 
not understand, or if some information has 
come to your attention about which there is 
a question, please feel free to call on these 
members. If they cannot answer your ques
tions, they will be happy to assist you in 
getting the proper information. We sincerely 
hope you will not remain uninformed when 
these board members can be made available 
to you.

A word of appreciation is in order to the 
many churches whose pastor, staff member, 
or lay worker takes time from the many 
activities in which he is involved. Our 
thanks to you for sharing these busy people 
in order that they may help us better serve 
all of Tennessee Baptists.

CRYPTOVERSE

FAN PI MBFXX MUG UI FAN CVAN UI

Today’s Cryptoverse clue: F equals A

♦ STAINED fIBERGim WINDOWS
♦ "DELHI" MAGNETIC TAPE 

CARILLON SYSTEMS
* WALL CROSSES

Roswell, Ga.,30075

WRITT FOR 
NEW FREE 12 
PAGE COLOR 
BROCHURE 
404*993*9560

CHURCH STEEPLES
'FIBERGLASS WITH STEEL STRUCTURES*

« 15 TEARS MFC. EXPERIENCE • 1001 OF MODEL!
• COMPLETE ERECTIONS BT GLAXSTECH
• 10 TEH WARRAMTT 'IN-PUCE*

MODELS
BAPTISMAL POOLS

P.O. Box 135GlasstecfP
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UNIFORM LESSON SERIES
Lesson for January 2, 1977

Jesus Affirms His Sonship
By W. Clyde Tilley

Acting Chairman, Department of Religion, Union University, Jackson, Tennessee

Basic Passages: Luke 1:80; 2:39-52
Focal Passage: Luke 2:39-52

What was Jesus like in the years of his 
childhood and youth? People have often 
asked why the Gospels don’t give us more 
information on this period. The imaginative 
and suspenseful curiosity of people in the 
second and third centuries led them to pro
duce fanciful and sometimes far-fetched 
stories about the “silent years” of Jesus’ 
life. These stories were not included in the 
Bible and have perhaps very little basis in 
fact.

Maybe we need to remind ourselves that 
the Bible was not written to satisfy our 
curiosity. Its purposes are much loftier than 
that. It is Luke’s Gospel alone that keeps 
us from having a complete dearth of ma
terial about these early years. In this Gos
pel the otherwise silent years are amplified 
into a soft whisper. Do we know all we 
want to know about Jesus as a child and a 
lad? Perhaps not. Do we know all that we 
need to know? Indeed we do! We are given 
three glimpses of Jesus affirming his divine 
sonship.

Affirmation as Process 
(Luke 2:39-40, 51-52)

Thirty years of otherwise silence are di
vided into two brief stretches by an event 
that Luke records. This interesting and in
sightful event is the visit of Jesus to the 
Jerusalem temple at the age of twelve. 
Both the twelve year chasm before it and 
the eighteen year chasm after it are neatly 
bridged by summary statements concern
ing the process of his growth and develop
ment during these early years.

Both summary statements come after

BIBLE PUZZLE PAGE 
ANSWERS

“And ye shall seek me, and find me” 
(Jer. 29:13).

visits of Jesus to the temple and his return 
to Nazareth. The first (2:40) is after his tem
ple visit at the age of forty days for the 
purpose of his dedication. The second 
(2:52) is after his visit at the age of twelve 
for the purpose of his induction into the 
congregation of Israel. Twelve was the age 
when the Jewish male was recognized as 
an adult from the standpoint with all re
ligious benefits and responsibilities, the time 
of life reflected in the “bar mitzvah” of 
contemporary Judaism.

The two summaries are reminiscent of 
similar statements made concerning Sam
uel (I Samuel 2:21, 26) and John the Bap
tist (Luke 1:80). We have already observed 
in earlier lessons Luke’s literary dependence 
and interest in observing the relationship 
between the circumstances surrounding the 
births of these three young men. The sec
ond summary statement is the most com
plete and comprehensive. Jesus’ growth 
process is depicted on four fronts: physical 
(“in stature”), mental (“in wisdom”), social 
(“in favor with . . . man”), and spiritual (“in 
favor with God”). The completeness of his 
humanity and the fulness of his incarnation 
necessitated the growth in Jesus’ life that 
was normal in any other life. Like the four 
parts of musical harmony, the fourfold 
growth of Jesus represents a wholeness and 
a harmonious fulness and balance which 
enables us to see the life of our Lord from 
the standpoint of a perfection that is dy
namic. His perfection was not a static un
changing one but a developing, emerging 
perfection (Hebrews 5:8).

The Y. M. C. A. and countless committed 
Christians have seen in this example an 
ideal for our own growth and development. 
Taken out of context we might assume his 
growth to have been normal and no more. 
Placed within the contexts of both the entire 
gospel witness and this larger passage, we 
know his growth to be unique despite its 
normalcy, much greater than that of Sam
uel and John. His growth is a part of his 
commitment to affirming his sonship.

Affirmation as Priority (Luke 2:41-47)
Jesus was not without human encourage

ment in his course of development. His 
family was a devout one who went to the 
Jersualem temple at Passover time annually 
(v. 41) and according to custom (v. 42). 
This is not to say that they were either 
totally informed or totally sympathetic with 
all that was being unfolded to the young 

man who grew up at their house. Verse 50 
and other incidents would appear to suggest 
the contrary (Mark 3:31-35; John 2: 1-4). 
But the plain simplicity of their devoutness 
provided a stimulus to which the growing 
awareness of this youthful prodigy could 
respond and an atmosphere in which it 
could expand.

Although Luke speaks of Mary and Jo
seph as “his parents” (vv. 41, 43), Jesus 
is depicted here as being aware of a higher 
parental claim upon his life and as ex
periencing a tension between these two 
claims. He resolved this tension by heed
ing the higher claim and giving priority to 
that of his heavenly Father. This is re
flected in the fact that he “stayed behind” 
(v. 43) while they were returning to Naza
reth. This divine priority is dictated by his 
absorption and obsession with what was 
going on among the scholars and teach
ers of the law at the temple. They were 
amazed at the understanding and wisdom 
that he shows well in advance of his years. 
This understanding is reflected by (1) the 
intensity with which he listened, (2) the 
earnestness with which he asked questions, 
and (3) the profundity with which he gave 
answers. Observe that understanding is 
shown not only in knowing how to give ap
propriate answers but also knowing how to 
ask the right questions.

Affirmation as Pronouncement 
(Luke 2: 48-51)

The modern pilgrim or tourist in Israel 
today is shown the likely town where Mary 
and Joseph missed Jesus and turned back. 
The town is Beeroth and has been deter
mined by its distance of one day’s journey 
from Jerusalem along the road to Naza
reth. Mary’s question to Jesus upon finding 
him at the temple both expresses and con
fesses her anxiety (v. 49). The tension is 
felt and acknowledged as Mary speaks of 
“your father and I” and Jesus replies in 
terms of his need to be in “my Father’s 
house” (v. 49, RSV). What is unique about 
this pronouncement is not the use of the 
word “father” in referring to God. The 
Jews had long recognized him as their 
Father as a people and could say “our 
Father”. What is unique is its appearance 
in conjunction with the personal singular 
possessive pronoun: “my Father”. The pro
nouncement must be taken as affirming a 
budding awarenes of Jesus’ identity as God’s 
unique son.

Affirmation is the process not only of as
serting something to be true but of doing it 
with resoluteness and commitment. Jesus 
both recognized his unique divine connec
tion and commited himself to it. How much 
better on this New Year occasion that we 
follow his example of affirmation rather 
than our custom of empty resolution. Let 
us affirm our basic commitment to Christ 
not only with our pronouncement but also 
with our priorities and our process of be
coming.

Baptist and ReflectorPage 14



LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, January 2

Mary-Faithful in Life's Perplexities
By David C. George, Pastor 

Immanuel Baptist Church, Nashville
Basic Passages: Luke 1:26 to 2:52; John 2:1-5; Mark 3:31-35; John 19:25b-27; Acts 1-14
Focal Passages: Luke 1:38; 2-41-51; Acts 1:14

It is hard for us to do justice to Mary, 
the mother of Jesus. She was a very special 
person. She conceived and bore a child by 

the miraculous working 
of the Holy Spirit. The 
physical and genetic 
processes of her life be
came the means for God 
to become flesh in the 
person of her son Jesus. 
To some, that means 
that she took on a super
human nature herself, 
and so they give her spe
cial devotion. Others re
act to the opposite ex

treme and ignore Mary. The Bible itself 
does not go to either extreme. A careful 
study of this lesson can restore Mary to her 
rightful place as one of the great examples 
of faith and obedience.
THE COURAGE TO COOPERATE 
WITH GOD—(Luke 1:38)

What made Mary a special person was 
not some super-human quality in her own 
nature. It was the fact that God chose her 
for his special purpose, and she had the 
deep faith and humility to take God at his 
word and say yes. Mary described herself 
as the handmaid of the Lord. She under
stood that the purpose of life is to serve 
God and do his will, whatever that costs. 
She was willing to say, in effect, “All right, 
Lord, if that is what you want for my life, 
that is what I want.”

We do not know just why God chose 
Mary for this role, except that she had the 
necessary kinship with the family of David. 
But we can see that the mission required 
someone with this kind of faith. There is a 
striking similarity between Mary’s state
ment, “Be it unto me according to thy 
word,” and the prayer of Jesus in Geth
semane, “Not my will, but thine be done.” 
In his divine nature, Jesus would certainly 
have this kind of commitment to the will 
of the Father. But in his human nature he 
had to come to such commitment the way 
any man comes to it. What better source 
for learning total dedication to the will of 
God than a mother who, from the very 
first, had said, “Be it unto me acording to 
thy word”?

Mary’s example also shows us that such 
faith is not knitted in a rocking chair. It 
is hammered out on the anvil of difficult de
cisions. What God asked of Mary required 
her to suffer the suspicion of Joseph and 

the criticism of the community. It meant 
that she would endure the anguish of seeing 
her son suffer and die. Like Abraham, she 
was called to venture into the unknown 
and risk danger and discouragement. As 
someone has said, “Faith is walking to the 
edge of all the light you have and taking 
one more step.”
A MOTHER’S MISSION (Luke 2:41-51)

In many ways, Mary’s calling was the 
same as that of any mother. She cared for 
the needs of the young life that was so de
pendent on her. She provided the spiritual 
nurture that included taking her son to 
Jerusalem when he was old enough to ful
fill the requirements of maturity in the 
faith of Israel. She had the same worries 
any mother would have about the where
abouts and safety of her son.

The incident in Jerusalem illustrates a 
basic transition that all parents experience. 
Mary had to learn to let go. She had to face 
the fact that her son had a responsibility 
to fulfill God’s purpose for his life, some
thing she could not do for him. Letting go 
is always hard, but it is much easier when 
you know that your child is in God’s hands.

The passage gives us a beautiful descrip
tion of Mary hiding in her heart the experi
ences which were so difficult to understand. 
Each of us needs the ability to accept life 
with patience and to wait for God’s good 
time to see how it will all come out. We 
need to be willing to live with the risk and 
the suspense of letting others find God’s

BUILD ,

KING'S INC.includes social area, offices, Sunday
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(803) 235-7031 nights
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to 400 people and sanctuary furnishings. Greenville, South Carolina 29608

Built 17 times to date. We also build metal buildings.

^This church on your lot for less Gymnasium Plan - masonry 
* than $19.00/SF complete. construction - basic building 

cost $15.00/SF. Expandable 
Christian school structure 
also available.

write for free 
information 

or call

Nashville Pastor Writes
Life And Work Series

David C. George, pastor of Immanuel 
Church, Nashville, will write the Life and 
Work Series Sunday School lessons carried 
weekly in Baptist and Reflector, beginning 
Dec. 30, 1976.

A native of Louisiana, he is a graduate 
of Howard Payne College in Brownwood, 
Tex., and earned the bachelor of divinity 
and doctor of theology degrees from South
western Baptist Theological Seminary.

George became pastor of Immanuel 
Church last January. He came to Nashville 
from Stuttgart, Ark. where he served as 
pastor for six years. He also served as pas
tor of Willow Point Church in Jack County, 
Texas; and assistant to the pastor, First 
Church, Shreveport, La.

way for them without manipulation by us.
THE FAMILY OF FAITH (Acts 1:14)

We last see Mary in the fellowship of the 
church. After the death and resurrection of 
Jesus, she did not retreat into lonely isola
tion. She continued to be a part of the mis
sion and ministry of Jesus in the church. 
Jesus did not belong to her alone, he be
longed to the world of God.

Jesus had prepared her for this. On one 
occasion when the family came to see Je
sus, he had pointed to his disciples and 
said, “Whosoever shall do the will of God, 
the same is my brother, and sister, and 
mother” (Mark 3:34-35). Jesus meant that 
the family of faith is ultimately a truer 
family than the family of flesh. Mary, who 
gave up her son to God’s redemptive pur
pose, found him again in the redemptive 
fellowship. Many a person since then has 
found the church to be his spiritual family. 
This is especially meaningful to persons 
who, like Mary, have suffered the death of 
members of their physical family.
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Redemption to the Redeemed
By Tai D. Bonham 

Director of Evangelism

A sightseer was driving through the coun
tryside admiring the beautiful scenery when 
he stopped his car to get a better look at 
an unusual sight. There was a bam with 
targets all over it. In the center of each 
target, exactly in the bull’s eye, was an 
arrow. He was so intrigued with this expert 
marksmanship that he decided to meet the 
farmer who lived there.

When he inquired about the “excellent 
marksman” the farmer replied, “No one 
around here is an excellent marksman. 
That was done by the village idiot. He 
comes out here and shoots arrows in the 
side of my barn, and then he paints tar
gets around them.”

And so men are today! So many have 
reached the goals they have set for their 
own lives. They have hit their targets and 
spent a lifetime trying to explain to God 
why they never bothered to consider his 
target for their Eves. In the final analysis, 
the most important matter in this life is 
one’s reaction to Jesus Christ. As soon as 
he was bom, men began to react in one 
of three ways to the Savior.

I. Leave Me Alone
There is the reaction of Herod (Matt. 

2:1-3, 8). Herod was suspicious of anyone 
who might interfere with his fife. If he 
suspected anyone as a rival to his power, 
that person was exterminated. He had mur
dered his wife and his mother. It is gen
erally agreed among historians that Herod 
also assassinated three of his sons. Em
peror Augustus once said, “It is safer to be 
Herod’s pig than Herod’s son.”

Herod knew no one would shed a tear 
when he died. Therefore, he gave orders 
to arrest some the most distinguished citi
zens of Jerusalem and put them in prison 
on false charges. He ordered that they 
should all be killed at the moment of his 
death. It is no wonder, then, that “all 
Jerusalem” was troubled when Herod 
learned about the birth of Jesus.

Herod’s reaction to Jesus was, “Leave me 
alone and let me live my life as I please.” 
But Jesus later said, “If any man will come 
after me, let him deny himself and take up 
his cross daily and follow me” (Luke 9:23). 
The Christian no longer lives as he pleases 
but as God pleases. Herod is still with us 
today in the person of those who refuse 
to commit their lives to Jesus Christ. If 
Herod lived today, he would probably be 
a member of some church. For, you see, 
the church would be a good “cover up” for 
him as he tried to make others believe he 
wanted to worship Christ (Matt. 2:8).

II. I’m Too Busy
There is the reaction of the chief priests 

and scribes (Matt. 2:4-6). The chief priests 
were the religious aristocracy and the 
scribes were the theologians and scholars 
of that day. But they didn’t get too ex
cited about Jesus. Herod asked them a sim
ple question: “Where is Christ to be born?” 
They simply quoted Micah 5:2 indicating 
that the Messiah would be born in Bethle
hem. But they were too busy with their 
religious activity to be concerned with 
Christ.

The chief priests and scribes are still 
with us today. Many Christians who never 
witness for Christ are loaded down with 
denominational affairs, social problems, 
theological issues, vocational interests, civic 
responsibilities, recreational activities and 
even religious activity.

III. Worship the King
There is the reaction of the wise men 

(Matt. 2:11). Their chief desire was to lay 
at the feet of Jesus Christ their best gifts. 
In his presence, they were struck down 
with the realization of their own unworthi
ness.

They brought three gifts: gold, frankin
cense and myrrh. Gold is the gift for a 
king. It was so fitting that the king of 
metals should be given to the King of kings.

Frankincense is the'gift for a priest. The 
sweet perfume of frankincense was used in 
the Temple sacrifices. This one who makes 
direct communion with God possible was 
recognized later as the “great High Priest.” 
He is called “the High Priest of our pro
fession” (Heb. 3:1). He is the High Priest 
who does not need to go into the Holy of 
Holies once a year to offer a sacrifice for 
our sins because he offered himself on the 
cross (Heb. 7:26-28). Now, through him, 
any person can pray directly to God for 
forgiveness (Heb. 10:19-22).

Myrrh is the gift for one who is about 
to die. Christ was bom to die. Redemption 
for man’s sins was possible only through 
the death of our kingly priest (Heb. 9:22).

Everyone who hears of Jesus Christ re
acts in one of three ways: (1) hostility, (2) 
indifference, or (3) commitment. The Herods 
are many. The priests and scribes are legion. 
But the Magi have never been numerous. 
What can Christians do? We must tell the 
story of Jesus to as many people as possi
ble. Some will reject him. Others will neg
lect him. It is worth it all, however, when 
we see a few who crown him King and 
make him the High Priest of their lives.
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Laughs E
A Vacation Bible School worker was 

talking to some children about how people 
can remember familiar proverbs.

To demonstrate her point she asked, 
“Cleanliness is next to what?”

A little boy exclaimed with feeling, “Im
possible!”

* ♦ ♦
The eye doctor patiently tried lens on 

an elderly woman. Nothing seemed to be 
right for her.

“Now don’t become discour
aged,” the doctor reassured her. 
“It’s not easy to get just the 
right glasses, you know.”

“It certainly isn’t,” the wom
an replied. “Especially when 
you’re shopping for a friend.” 

* * *
Pop: ‘Tm just conceited 

enough to think our son gets his 
intelligence from me.”

Mom: “Well, he must. I’ve 
still got mine.” 

* * *
Did you hear about the man 

who thought he would like to 
make gardening his hobby?

He planted some 25-watt 
bulbs, hoping by fall to get some 
75- and 100-watt sizes. During 
the summer there was a lot of 
lightning, and all he got was 
flash bulbs.♦ * *

A fisher sent his catch from 
Florida to his home in North 
Carolina.

He wrote on the box: “If not 
delivered in three days, forget 
it.”

African child rescued 
by missionaries' son

GABORONE, Botswana—Gill Davidson, 
16-year-old son of Southern Baptist mis
sionaries Mr. and Mrs. Roy G. Davidson 
Jr., is credited with saving the life of an 
African child here.

Davidson was attending a December 
prayer retreat with the Baptist missionaries 
of Botswana when the group was alerted 
that someone was drowning in the Holiday 
Inn swimming pool.

Davidson immediately dived into the 
pool, reports said, pulled the young Bot
swana boy from the water and gave him 
mouth-to-mouth resuscitation. After the 
child regained breathing, Southern Baptist 
missionaries took him to the local hospital 
where he reportedly responded to treatment.

The Davidsons are stationed in Gaborone, 
assigned to general evangelism and radio 
work. Roy is a native of Memphis. (BP)
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