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Dec. Cooperative Program 
falls below monthly goal

Mission giving through the Cooperative 
Program by Tennessee Baptists fell slightly 
below the monthly goal during December, 
but gifts for the first two months of the 
budget year were six percent ahead of the 
budget goal, according to Ralph Norton,

Association workers, 
TBC staff attend 
annual 'At Home Week'

Over 150 Tennessee directors of mis
sions, their associates, and employees of the 
TBC building in Brentwood gathered last 
week for the 1977 sessions of “At Home 
Week.”

Meetings and conferences were held Jan. 
3-7 at the board building. Attention was 
given to work of the various departments, 
agencies, and institutions with an emphasis 
on ways the convention could aid churches 
and associations throughout the state.

The directors were welcomed to the ses
sions by Ralph Norton, executive secre
tary-treasurer, TBC. Norton told the men 
that purpose of the sessions “is to coordi
nate and unify our program efforts.”

Information on “Let The Church Reach 
Out—Bold Mission,” the denominational 
emphasis for 1977, was presented to the 
group by Lynn Davis Jr., coordinator, co
ordinated promotion planning, Baptist Sun
day School Board.

Archie King, pastor, Southeast Church, 
Murfreesboro, and vice-president of the 
Executive Board, TBC, challenged the di
rectors and staff at a special chapel service 
on the final day. He informed those in at
tendance that if 1977 is to be a successful 
year for Southern Baptists, they must meet 
certain criteria. The criteria included: love 
for one another, being mission-minded but 
building a strong base at home, putting 
away all jealousy of other churches and 
associations, desiring the perfect will of 
God, confession faults to fellow Christians, 
avoiding spiritual growth by secular princi
ples, not limiting our ministry to a group or 
segment of people, setting men’s motives 
free to allow them to do as they are in
spired, promoting a collective witness, do
ing good for others, and getting excited 
about what Baptists are doing.

executive secretary-treasurer of the Tennes
see Baptist Convention.

December Cooperative Program receipts 
were $756,702.40, which is $26,630.93 be
low (3.4 percent under) the current monthly 
goal of $783,333.33. Messengers to the 
1976 TBC set the annual goal at $9.4-mil- 
lion.

Norton noted that Cooperative Program 
mission gifts for November and December 
reached $1,662,550.23, which is 6.1 percent 
above the two-month goal. This amount is 
$165,917.56 greater than receipts for the 
same two months of 1975, when $1,414,- 
600.90 was given by Tennessee Baptist 
church members. This is a gain of 17.5 
percent.

In comparing December 1976 with De
cember 1975, Norton observed that last 
month was $165,917.56 below the Decem
ber 1975 receipts of $922,619.96—which 
was one of the largest months in TBC 
history.

Norton expressed his appreciation for the 
growing concern of Tennessee Baptists for 
mission and ministry causes supported 
through the Tennessee Baptist Convention 
and the Southern Baptist Convention.

Members of the Carol Choir of Lebanon First Church were guests in the home of 
Governor and Mrs. Ray Blanton during Christmas vacation. The choir, under the direc
tion of Mrs. Guy Bates Jr., presented an arrangement of “Sunshine and Snowflakes,” for 
Tennessee’s first family. Accompanists were Mrs. Wayne Baines, Mark Brown, and Rick 
Heydel. Tom Henry is pastor of the Lebanon church.

Andersen Foundation gives 
$15,000 grant to Union

JACKSON—Union University has re
ceived a $15,000 unrestricted grant from 
the Andersen Foundation of Bayport, Min
nesota, college president Robert E. Craig 
announced.

“We are extremely grateful to the Ander
sen Foundation for their generosity to 
Union and consider it an honor to be con
sidered for the grant,” Craig said.

The grant is given on an annual basis to 
universities which are fully accredited and 
do not accept state or federal funds or 
loans of any kind for building or operating 
expenses.

Caretaker-Manager's Home 
Burns at Camp Linden

An early Monday afternoon fire last week 
destroyed the home of Mike Adams, who 
is caretaker-manager at Camp Linden. The 
house and contents were a total loss. No 
other buildings were damaged.

The residence was furnished by the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention. A spokesman 
for the camp said that it was believed the 
fire was caused by faulty wiring.

The Adams family consists of Adams, 
his wife, and a one-year-old child. Before 
going to Camp Linden, Adams was an em
ployee of Baptist Hospital, Nashville, and 
formerly worked at Camp Carson. He is 
a native of Bellevue.



PROGRESSIVE CARE—This is a drawing of the proposed Progressive Care Center 
which is being constructed at Baptist Hospital in Nashville. The center is scheduled for 
completion by October 1977.

Baptist Hospital begins work 
on Progressive Care Center

Construction and renovation work has 
begun on Baptist Hospital’s Progressive 
Care Center in Nashville, at the site of the 
former St. Thomas Hospital. Costs are esti
mated at $2.6-million.

The Progressive Care Center is designed 
to provide care for the patient who is too 
sick to go home, but not sick enough to 
require the services of an acute care hos
pital. By being planned specifically for 
patients requiring a lesser degree of care, 
physicians will be able to place their pa
tients in the facility which will be geared 
to meet the patient’s needs at a reduced 
cost.

Extensive renovation and remodeling of 
the former East Building of the St. Thomas

Death Claims Pastor
Of Quebec Church

Daniel Maples, pastor of Quebec Church 
near Doyle, died suddenly last month at 
his home in Doyle.

A pastor for over 25 years, he had served 
Beach Creek, Looney’s Chapel, and Persia 
Churches in Hawkins County; Oak Hill and 
Westel Churches in Cumberland County; 
Doyle First Church, and Spencer First 
Church, before coming to Quebec. He was 
ordained in 1951 by Springdale Church, 
Kingsport.

Survivors include his widow, Patricia 
Kauth Maples; two daughters, Barbara Jo 
Honeycutt, Memphis, and Linda Sue Turner, 
Sparta; one son, Ray Allen, Doyle; and 
three grandchildren.

Services were held from Quebec Church 
with Dennie Moore and Robert S. Markham 
officiating.

Hospital is estimated to be completed by 
October 1977. The Progressive Care Center 
will house 100 beds in both private and 
semi-private accommodations.

Gene Kidd, Baptist Hospital president, 
said, “to our knowledge no comparable 
facility exists locally that will provide tfie 
specific levels of care that will be provided 
in our Progressive Care Center.” The Pro
gressive Care Center concept will provide 
a more defined post hospital level of medi
cal care to patients who would benefit from 
such an environment prior to a discharge 
from an acute care hospital.

Baptist Hospital has sought for and 
gained approval for participation of Pro
gressive Care patients under Medicaid, 
Medicare, and commercial insurance pro
grams such as Blue Cross. Patients will be 
admitted to the new facility primarily from 
Baptist Hospital, at a point in their in
patient stay to be determined by the at
tending physician.

Patients may also be referred to the 
proposed facility from other health care 
institutions both locally and regionally.

The Progressive Care Center will share 
major hospital services such as dietary, 
housekeeping and laboratory through the 
existing service locations at the Baptist Hos
pital facility. In this manner, adequate 
medical care can be rendered to patients 
prior to their discharge from an inpatient 
status at a lesser cost to the individual 
patients. Room rate charges for the 100 
bed facility have not yet been determined, 
but will be less than the average room rate 
charges for acute care hospitals in the area. 
Baptist expects this to be a substantial 
savings to the patient, as room rates in 
Nashville range from $65 to $95 per day.

HISTORICALLY
FROM THE FILES

50 YEARS AGO
One of the most disastrous floods 

ever known in Davidson County had 
just passed. According to a report in 
Baptist and Reflector, “Whole streets 
were turned into canals, hundreds of 
manufacturing and other industrial 
establishments were inundated, and 
several thousand people were made 
homeless.” * * *

J. E. Skinner, pastor of Martin 
First Church for several years, re
signed. He was named secretary and 
evangelist for Union University.

25 YEARS AGO
George W. Schroeder of llinois was 

elected executive secretary of the 
Baptist Brotherhood Commision, suc
ceeding Lawson H. Cooke, who re
tired.

Big Springs Church, Cleveland, 
erected a new auditorium at a cost of 
approximately $75,000. Samuel Mel
ton had served as pastor for 26 
years.

10 YEARS AGO
Preliminary estimates of 1966 

Southern Baptist Convention statistics 
showed small increases in the number 
of churches and members, a large 
increase in music ministry enrollment, 
and decreases in baptisms. The statis
tics were computed by the Research 
and Statistics Dept., Baptist Sunday 
School Board.* * *

Wayne C. Newby resigned as pastor 
of Waynesboro First Church to move 
to Paducah, Kentucky.

Spanish Baptists enter 
office, seminary unit

ALCOBENDAS, Spain—The Baptist 
Center was recently completed and dedi
cated here. It houses offices for the Spanish 
Baptist Seminary, the Spanish Baptist Union, 
the organization of Southern Baptist mis
sionaries to Spain and the correspondence 
ceurse.

Apartments for student families and ad
ditional office space are on the second floor 
of the building.

Additional land is available for future 
construction and expansion of the seminary 
facilities.

In November, a mission church was be
gun in the building by one of the seminary 
students. The mission church is the first 
evangelical witness for this city of more 
than 80,000.
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BELMONT GIFT—Herbert C. Gabhart, president, Belmont College (second from 
left), receives a $10,000 check from Gary Sharp, director of personnel, Danner Foods. 
From left to right: Wayne Robbins, Belmont vice-president; Gabhart; Sharp; Lawrence 
Glover, acting chairman, Belmont’s school of business; and Robert Lambert, director, 
Belmonf s co-op program.

Belmont's restaurant management program 
receives contribution from Danner Foods

R. L. Danner, president of Shoney’s Big 
Boy Enterprises, Inc., has again given 
$10,000 to Belmont College’s restaurant 
management program, according to Herbert 
C. Gabhart, president of Belmont.

This is the third consecutive year that 
Danner has given a $10,000 gift to the 
program. The restaurant management pro
gram at Belmont is designed to prepare stu
dents for the growing field of food service 
management. It enables students who have 
the academic potential for college work but 
lack adequate financial resources to earn 
sufficient money to cover the cost of their 
education.

Belmont offers a degree in restaurant 
management with a curriculum including 
appropriate business administration courses 
as well as specialized courses in all aspects 
of restaurant management.

Shoney’s restaurants make possible a co
operative opportunity for students to re
ceive on-the-job experience in its restau
rants.

Specialized courses in the restaurant 
management program at Belmont include 
food service management, labor relations, 
institutional food preparation, business and 
industrial psychology, restaurant facilities, 
customer service, personnel management,

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR 
Brings You News First

and real estate. Basic business courses in
clude accounting, economics, data process
ing, business communications, marketing, 
finance, management, business law, and 
business policy.

The co-op program is available to Belmont 
students throughout the four-year course.

Belmont is a senior coeducational liberal 
arts college owned and operated by the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention.

State Evangelism Conference 
scheduled for Jan. 17-18

Denominational leaders from throughout 
the Southern Baptist Convention will be in 
Nashville Jan. 17-18 to address the 30th 
annual Tennessee Baptist Evangelism Con
ference.

Sessions will be held at the Belmont 
Heights Church, beginning Monday at 2 
p.m. The conference will close Tuesday 
evening following the “Layman’s Night” 
session at 6:45. The Evangelism Conference 
is sponsored each year by the Evangelism 
Dept., TBC.

Speakers scheduled for the gathering in
clude: C. B. Hogue, Home Mission Board, 
Atlanta; Jaroy Weber, Texas pastor and 
former SBC president; Edward V. Hill, 
pastor, Mount Zion Missionary Baptist 
Church, Los Angeles, Calif.; and Ramsey 
Pollard, evangelist, Memphis. Tennessee 
pastors on the program will include: Robert 
J. Norman, Belmont Heights Church; 
Robert C. Burch, Calvary Church, Knox
ville; and John David Laida, Clarksville 
First Church. Ralph E. Norton, executive

New Books
Romans—The Law; Its Functions and 

Limits by D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones, Zonder- 
van Co., 356 pp., $7.95. In this fourth 
volume of his expositional series on the 
book of Romans the author moves step by 
step through the apostle Paul’s reasoning 
on the Law. Exposition of chapters 7:1- 
8:4 ‘4

Hide or Seek by Dr. James Dobson, Rev
ell, 159 pp., $4.95. The author believes “that 
there are ways to teach a child of his genu
ine significance, regardless of his nose, the 
size of his ears or the efficiency of his mind.” 
He outlines these effective strategies in the 
book.

Impactivity: Youth Program Resources 
by Helen May, Broadman, 120 pp., $3.95. 
The author is convinced that a church pro
gram for youth is more than a frenzied 
charm of happenings. This book contains 
many successful programs and themes to 
help youth leaders.

The Christian’s Handbook of Psychiatry 
by O. Quentin Hyder, a spire book, 203 
pp., paper, $1.25. The book was written to 
help Christians to understand the basic 
principles of mental and emotional illness 
so that they can know the extent to which 
they can help others in need and how they 
should do it.

Bible Studies in Matthew’s Gospel, by J.
Oswald Sanders, Zondervan Co., 153 pp., 
$2.95, paper. A study manual with ques
tions for individual and group study of the 
First Gospel.

secretary-treasurer, TBC, is also scheduled 
to speak.

Roy J. Fish, professor of evangelism, 
School of Theology, Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, will lead a Bible 
study at each of the sessions.

Special music will be presented by 
Claude Rhea, dean, School of Music, Sam- 
ford University, Birmingham, Ala. State 
church music director, Frank Charton, will 
lead the music.

Several Tennessee laymen are slated to 
give personal testimonies. Included in the 
group are: Jesse Smith, Murfreesboro; Fred 
Pinckard, Cleveland; Walter Pearson, Mem
phis; Wendell Crews, Athens.

Prior to the Evangelism Conference, the 
Tennessee Conference of SBC Evangelists 
will meet at the church. The session will 
begin at 10:30 a.m. Monday. Sermons will 
be delivered by evangelists David Walker, 
Cleveland; Benny Jackson, Memphis; and 
Walter St. Clair, Kingsport.
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Anita Coleman Dr. Damon Mrs. Damon

First State Conference
Planned for GAs

The first state wide “Missions Adventures 
G-A-LAS” for Girls in Action will be held 
in Jackson, Feb. 19 and in Knoxville, Feb. 
26, according to Jannie Engelmann, state 
GA director.

The Jackson meet will be held at Engle
wood Church, and attendants in Knoxville 
will gather at Central Church, Bearden. 
Girls who have completed work on at least 
one adventure step may participate, Engel
mann stated. The purpose of the conference 
is to present mission education to the girls 
and to help them develop expertise in 
various areas for future missions adven
tures work, she added.

Ruth Ford, a retired Southern Baptist 
missionary to Indonesia, will be on the 
program at Jackson along wtih Anita Cole-
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man, SBC missionary to Japan. Coleman 
is a professor at Seinan Gakuin, a Baptist 
university in Fukuoka, Japan. She teaches 
English and Christianity and is involved in 
several home Bible studies.

A Tennessean, Coleman was bom in
Buena Vista and grew up in McKenzie. 
She is a graduate of Bethel College, Mc
Kenzie, George Peabody College, and
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. 
She was a teacher in Tennessee before 
going on the mission field.

Dr. and Mrs. William J. Damon, SBC 
missionaries to Brazil, will participate in the 
Knoxville conference. The couple is sta
tioned in Curitiba, where he is head of the 
department of religious education and she 
teaches at Parana Baptist Theological Semi
nary and A.B. Deter Baptist Bible Institute. 
Prior to their appointment, they were in
volved in denominational work in Texas 
and Oklahoma.

Teaching aids on the program will in
clude: mission conferences, helps in poster 
making and puppet making, displays of 
missions adventures work, and promotional 
material.

Registration must be made through the 
Woman’s Missionary Union Dept., Tennes
see Baptist Convention.

Former Tennessee Pastor 
Dies In Georgia

Former Tennessee pastor Kenneth M. 
Startup, Carrollton, Ga. died recently at his 
home there. He was 56. A native of Nash
ville he had lived in Carrollton for eight 
years and was director of missions for 
Carrollton Association.

He was a graduate of Carson-Newman 
College and Southwestern Baptist Theologi
cal Seminary. While in Tennessee he served 
as pastor of Bean Station First Church, 
Mooresburg Church, Mooresburg, and Mt. 
Juliet First Church.

Survivors include his widow Maurine Ep- 
perly Startup, a daughter, Mrs. Hugh Pres
ton, Conyers, Ga.; two sons, Kenneth Start
up Jr. and Greg Startup, both of Carrollton; 
and four grandchildren.

SBC mission gifts 
gain 12 percent

NASHVILLE—Strong giving in Decem
ber increased the Southern Baptist Conven
tion’s national Cooperatvie Program unified 
budget to more than $11 ^-million after the 
first three months of the 1976-77 fiscal, 12.5 
percent ahead of the same point last year.

National Cooperative Program receipts 
in December alone totaled $4,117,544, an 
18.8 percent increase over $3,465,179 given 
last December, according to a report from 
Billy D. Malesovas, director of financial 
planning and assistant to the treasurer of 
the SBC Executive Committee.

Executive Secretary-Treasurer Porter 
Routh, expressing gratitude for the strong 
giving in December, said the 12.5 percent 
pace during the first quarter of the fiscal 
year would leave the SBC “about $2.5-mil- 
lion short of its bold mission goal at the 
end of the year, but will take care of the 
basic operating and capital needs budgets.”

Including the $11.9-million Cooperative 
Program figure and over $1.27 million 
more in contributions designated to specific 
causes, Southern Baptists have given over 
$13.2-million to SBC national causes dur
ing the first three months of the fiscal year.

National Cooperative Program receipts 
represent about one third of the receipts 
received by SBC state and multi-state con
ventions from SBC churches. The amount 
received by the states represent about one
tenth of the contributions in the churches.

(BP)

Clowerchosen fora ward 
byRadio-TVCommission

Jerry Clower of Yazoo City, Miss., 
Grand Ole Opry comedian, will receive a 
Christian Service Award from the South
ern Baptist Radio and Television Com
mission Feb. 17.

The award will be presented during the 
Eighth National Abe Lincoln Awards ban
quet at Tarrant County Convention Cen
ter in Fort Worth, Texas.

Bill Moyers of CBS News, press secre
tary for Lyndon B. Johnson when he was 
President, will speak at the awards pro
gram. Mrs. Lyndon B. Johnson will be hon
ored with a Distinguished Communications 
Award.

Clower will be cited as “God’s Ambas
sador” and praised for “sharing his great 
gift for laughter in a world that desperately 
needs mirth.”
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Committee appointed to coordinate 
SBC funds campaign for seminaries

NASHVILLE—A 16-person committee, 
with former Southern Baptist Convention 
President Owen Cooper as chairman, has 
been named by SBC President James L. 
Sullivan to follow through on implementa
tion of a joint national fund raising cam
paign of the six SBC theological seminaries.

The SBC Executive Committee, which ap
proved the joint campaign last September, 
also called for the committee to determine 
ground rules, secure necessary consultation, 
and initiate and coordinate the campaign in 
keeping with Article VI of the SBC’s busi
ness and financial plan. The seminaries will 
share expenses of the campaign, which 
would not interfere with individual cam
paigns already approved for Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Fort Worth,

FOUNDATION

Do It Yourself, 
and Be Sorry
By Jonas L. Stewart

Executive Secretary-Treasurer
This is a “do it yourself” time. Would 

be plumbers, electricians, carpenters and 
other artisans are engaging in “money 
saving” activities. Now this is commendable 
if one knows what he is doing. However, it 
can be rather expensive when the house 
burns down from a poor connection in an 
electrical outlet.

The writer recently listened on his car 
radio to an advertisement soliciting pay
ments of only one dollar for a “do it your
self will form.” You just fill in the blanks. 
Thousands of beneficiaries can testify that 
this can be more costly than faulty electrical 
outlets. A will is a very technical and 
thoroughly legal document. One cannot pos
sibly be certain that his will is going to do 
what he intended without legal knowledge 
or advice. The cost of legal advice in pre
paring a will is small in comparison to the 
cost to the estate when one is careless in 
the use of a “will form.” Some may do it 
and get by; others may put their estate and 
heirs in jeopardy. Such mistakes are too 
costly to take a chance. Have a competent 
attorney prepare your will and you have 
more peace of mind.

Every child of God should have a Chris
tian will. The Tennessee Baptist Foundation 
provides services for working with Christian 
stewards and/or their attorney to advise in 
establishing a continuing Christian testi
mony to last until Jesus comes by a simple 
provision in a will. Contact us: Tennessee 
Baptist Foundation, Dr. Jonas L. Stewart, 
Executive Secretary-Treasurer, P.O. Box 
347, Brentwood, Tennessee 37027.

and Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville.

Besides Cooper, other committee members 
include Ben R. Murphy of Dallas; C. C. 
Hope of Charlotte, N. C.; R. Paul Henry of 
Tulsa; Mrs. F. Tyler Easley of Bluefield. 
W. Va.; and Mrs. Doyle E. Carlton Jr., of 
Wauchula, Fla., all laypersons.

Also, George E. Bagley, executive secre
tary, Alabama Baptist Convention, Mont
gomery; R. Eugene Puckett, editor, Mary
land Baptist, Lutherville, Md.; W. O. 
Vaught, pastor, Immanuel Church, Little 
Rock; Charles E. Harvey, pastor, Sunset 
Acres Church, Shreveport; and the six semi
nary presidents.

The six presidents are Duke K. McCall, 
Southern seminary, Louisville; Robert E. 
Naylor, Southwestern seminary, Fort Worth; 
Landrum P. Leavell II, New Orleans semi
nary; W. Randall Lolley, Southeastern semi
nary, Wake Forest, N. C.; Harold K. 
Graves, Golden Gate seminary, Mill Valley, 
Calif.; and Milton Ferguson, Midwestern 
seminary, Kansas City. (BP)

NOBTS professor dies
NEW ORLEANS—James D. Mosteller, 

61, professor of church history at the New 
Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary here, 
died suddenly at his home here Jan. 1.

Mosteller joined the faculty of the New 
Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary in 
1967, after 20 years as professor of church 
history at the Northern Baptist Theological 
Seminary of Chicago, Ill., at which he served 
also as dean for nine years.

Mosteller served as pastor and interim 
pastor in churches in Florida and Georgia 
and in the Chicago area and authored several 
books. (BP)

Head-on collision kills 
son of Cleveland pastor

Bobby Suits, 42, son of Doyle Suits, 
pastor of Mt. Carmel Church, Cleveland, 
was killed in a head-on collision near Cleve
land last month. He was traveling to work 
on his father’s farm at the time of the 
accident.

Suits spent 21 years in the U.S. Air 
Force and served in the Korean and 
Vietnam wars.

Services were held from the Fike Funeral 
Home in Cleveland with Archie King, pas
tor, Southeast Church, Murfreesboro, offi
ciating. Burial was in Mt. Carmel Cemetery.

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR 
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(BP) photo by Clara Brincefield

RECEIVING FOOD—Two young citizens 
of Neltume, Chile, found Baptists helpful a 
few months ago when there was no food on 
the table. Southern Baptist Missionary Wil
liam Andrews discovered that the 3000 peo
ple in Neltume had been left bankrupt by 
the Socialist-Marxist government of former 
President Salvador Allende. Although the 
residents did not ask Andrews for help, he 
gathered $1000 from Chilean Baptists, 
$5000 from the Southern Baptist Foreign 
Mission Board and $3000 from Baptist 
individuals in the States. The missionary 
purchased approximately three tons of flour, 
sugar, cereal, soap and animal fat and gave 
it away in quantities similar to these shown. 
Today, the government of Chile has set up 
a minimum wage program and the basic 
needs of the people here are being provided 
for, according to Andrews.

Church building conference 
offered at Madisonville

A Church Building Conference for all 
churches interested in remodeling or build
ing will be held Jan. 20 at Madisonville 
First Church. Charles Norton, Nashville, 
will officiate.

Attendants at the conference will explore 
such subjects as “Church Beautiful,” cost 
recovery services, planning a building 
project, space requirements in a building, 
use of land, money matters, borrowing, rais
ing donated money, the building budget, 
and alternatives to building.

Leaders for the sessions will include 
Roland Smith, Baptist Sunday School Board, 
W. C. Dudley, Home Mission Board, and 
Norton.

Benny Creel, director of missions, Sweet
water Association, will give the devotional, 
and Lon Shoopman, pastor of the church, 
will welcome the participants.
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Our People and Our Churches . . .
LEADERSHIP . . .

Rodney Burnette is the new pastor of 
Pine Orchard Church, Oakdale. A native of 
Kingston, he is a student at Clear Creek 
School, Pineville, Ky.

Rutherford First Church called Deryi 
G. Watson as pastor. He is already on the 
field.

Jack Barron resigned as minister of edu
cation at Donelson First Church.

George Wadlington accepted the call as 
minister of music at Whitehaven Church, 
Memphis. He served previously at Bartlett 
Church, Bartlett.

Meridian Church, Madison-Chester As
sociation, called Jerry W. Smith as pastor. 
He comes from Milan.

Lehrer

Fred Lehrer is the 
new associate pastor at 
Morristown First 
Church. He comes to the 
position from Southside 
Church, Savannah, Ga., 
where he was minister of 
education. He has served 
churches in Tennessee, 
Georgia, North Carolina, 
and Texas. William L. 
Palmer is pastor of 
Morristown.

Poplar Heights Church, Jackson, called 
Larry Murphy as youth director. He is a 
junior at Union University. Douglas Brewer 
is pastor.

Jim Hightower is on the church field full 
time at Liberty Hill Church, Ethridge. He 
comes from Shiloh Association.

Neal Price is the new pastor at Hanna 
Church, Prospect. He succeeds James A. 
Collins who served the church for 11 years.

Argine Hughes, Columbia, is serving as 
pastor of New Zion Church, Pulaski.

The new associate pastor at New Hope 
Church, Lawrenceburg, is Terry Williams. 
Mack Pinkelton is pastor.

Glenn Dunnivant resigned as pastor of 
Oak Grove Church, Goodsprings.

Jerry Eggenberger resigned as pastor of 
New Haven Church, Oneida, to accept the 
call as pastor of Trimble First Church. He 
is a graduate of Clear Creek School and 
attended Cumberland College.

Tim Christian was called as pastor of 
Hatchie Church in Hornsby. He is the son 
of Pastor and Mrs. John H. Christian, 
Riverview, Ala. The elder Christian is 
pastor of Beulah Church there. Christian 
is a student at Mid-America Baptist Theo
logical Seminary.

PEOPLE...
Winchester First Church ordained Wil

liam Elmer Crosby Jr. to the gospel min
istry. Jewell Pruitt is the new pastor of 
the church.

Fred Witty observed his 20th year as 
director of the Baptist student ministry at 
East Tennessee State University. He has 
served longer than any student worker in 
Tennessee.

Dan Gibson, Sonny Chandler, and Roger 
Smith were ordained as deacons at Calvary 
Church, Sullivan Association.

Adam Hall was ordained to the gospel 
ministry by Bartlett Church, Memphis. He 
is director of the Baptist Student Union at 
U.T. Martin.

Emmanuel Church, Bradley Association, 
ordained Homer Roberts to the gospel 
ministry.

Lamar King completed 25 years as or
ganist at Memphis First Church. He served 
as part-time organist in the old church 
facilities at Linden and Lauderdale and 
then assumed the roll full time when the 
church was moved to its present location 
25 years ago. Earl Davis is pastor.

Robert D’Wain Ervin, a deacon at West 
Jackson Church, Jackson, was licensed to 
preach by the church. He is serving cur
rently as pastor of Enville Church, Enville.

Riverside Church, Big Emory Associa
tion, called Wayne Vespie, Wartburg, as 
music director. Mason Goodman is pastor 
of the church.

Harold D. Mains is the new pastor of 
Big Springs Church, Elizabethton. He is a 
graduate of Northeastern Bible College in 
Essex Falls, N.J. and attended Nyack Mis
sionary College in Nyack, N.Y., Milligan 
College, and East Tennessee State Uni
versity.

Richard Owens is the new pastor at Spring 
Hill Church, Gibson County Association.

James Green, pastor of Tiptonville First 
Church, resigned last month to accept the 
call of New Home Church, Beulah Associa
tion.

Dale Fletcher resigned as pastor of New 
Salem Church, Beulah Association.

Henry Callison was called as pastor of 
Reelfoot Church, Troy. He is already on the 
new field.

Bill Wenzler was called as pastor of 
Walnut Log Church, Beulah Association. He 
is a student at Dyersburg State Community 
College.

A commissioning service and reception 
were held at Wallace Memorial Church in 
Knoxville for Dr. and Mrs. Carter Davis, 
appointed recently as Southern Baptist mis
sionaries to Grenada. They will attend 
missionary orientation in Georgia from 
January to April and Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary during June and 
July. Carter was a dentist in Knoxville.

James E. Bridges and Tony Slayden are 
scheduled to be ordained as deacons by 
Columbia First Church.

Old Hickory First Church ordained Jack 
Birdwell and Glenn Fisher as deacons. 
Norris G. Hite is pastor.

Trenton First Church ordained Gaines 
Hedges as a deacon. Carroll Owen, pastor, 
Paris First Church, preached the ordina
tion sermon. Robert Brown is pastor at 
Trenton.

Hornbeak Church, Beulah Association, 
ordained Jim Holloway, Jerry Fluty, and 
J. L. Alexander as deacons. Richard An
drews is pastor.

Troy First Church ordained Bill Wenzler 
into the gospel ministry. He is pastor of 
Walnut Log Church, Beulah Association.

James Lon Everett, William Holloway, 
and Larry Pierce were ordained as deacons 
at Pleasant Grove Church, Chilhowee As
sociation. Dan J. Dunkel is pastor.

New Packet Offers Aids 
For YW Emphasis

NASHVILLE—Churches across the 
Southern Baptist Convention are already 
making preparations for this year’s Youth 
Week emphasis, scheduled for March 13-20.

A special packet, Youth Week Pak ’77, 
has been prepared by the church training 
department of the Southern Baptist Sunday 
School Board to assist churches in planning 
and promoting the emphasis.

Materials in the packet are designed to 
support the week’s theme of Youth Explor
ing Discipleship. A guidebook is included 
with suggestions for schedules, activities and 
creative worship services.

Churches will be placing youth in various 
positions of leadership during the week. 
The new packet offers a list of job descrip
tions and a specially designed game, “It’s 
Your Job Now,” to help youth become bet
ter acquainted with staff positions.

The packet is available at Baptist Book 
Stores and the Materials Services Depart
ment, Sunday School Board, 127 Ninth 
Ave., North, Nashville, TN 37234.
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Pastors, lay persons to lead 
38 crusades in 21 countries

RICHMOND—In the next two years, 
more than 2,700 Baptist pastors and lay 
persons from the United States and other 
countries will be participating in at least 38 
different evangelistic emphases in 21 coun
tries.

Most of these persons will be coming 
from Southern Baptist churches in the 
United States, according to James W. Cecil, 
Southern Baptist missionary associate cur
rently under assignment in the Foreign 
Mission Board’s department of evangelism 
and church development. These people, who 
pay their own transportation to and from 
the field, will work alongside missionaries 
and national Baptists for periods of one to 
four weeks.

Emphases include major city evangeliza
tion campaigns, countrywide evangelism 
outreach efforts, lay evangelism schools, 
home Bible studies, stewardship develop
ment projects and Sunday School enlarge
ment and outreach programs. Youth rallies 
and music events will also relate to the 
evangelism projects.

All of these emphases will be working 
toward the Total Mission Thrust goal of 
every person having the opportunity to hear 
the gospel by the year A.D. 2000. Special 
efforts in these campaigns are directed 
toward urban evangelism and youth evan
gelism, two main areas of concern in 
Southern Baptist foreign missions for the 
last quarter of this century.

“Major city evangelism will be a driving 
force for the next 25 years in Southern 
Baptist foreign missions work,” Cecil ex
plained. In the next two years, major city 
evangelization campaigns are being planned 
in at least four different countries. These 
are involving some 12 to 14 cities with a 
combined population of at least 35 million 
people, according to Joseph B. Underwood, 
the Foreign Mission Board’s consultant in 
evangelism and church development.

Adopted by the Foreign Mission Board, 
the two primary objectives of Underwood’s 
Major City Evangelization are to penetrate 

and saturate every segment of major cities 
with the gospel and to develop a plan of 
evangelization that provides church mem
bership training for immediate and continu
ing values in every area of church life.

“As we contemplate the major cities, we 
are overwhelmed with the possibility of our 
goals until we remember the power of God 
to feed the multitudes with two fish and five 
little loaves,” Underwood explained.

His evangelization program includes 
special seminars and Bible conferences, 
home meetings, films, literature and the use 
of mass media. This stage is followed by 
simultaneous campaigns in churches, coun
seling and cultivation of church fellowships, 
follow-up visits and establishing “house
churches” (continuing home Bible study and 
fellowship groups).

Another major part of the evangelization 
program will deal with evaluation. Per
iodically, aspects of the programs will be 
assessed and modified if changes are needed 
for greater effectiveness.

TAPES

State Evangelism Conference 1977

Complete conference 
(sermons and testimonies)

$16.50*

Cassette □ or Reel Q

Order at Conference 
or 

Mail order to:

Smith Brothers Recordings 
Bolivar TN 38008

*Add 99 cents Sales Tax if not for 
church or association
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A lady was somewhat disturbed to find 
herself seated at the left of her host instead 
of at the right where she thought she should 
have been. “I suppose,” she said, “It isn’t 
always easy for you to seat people in their 
proper places.”

“Oh,” said the host, “I find that those 
who matter don’t mind, and those who mind 
don’t matter.”

—Letourneau ‘Now’ 
* ♦ *

A preacher, about 25 pounds overweight, 
went to his physician for some reducing 
advice. The doctor wrote out a prescription 
and also gave him a bottle of little blue pills.

“These are not to be swallowed,” he di
rected the patient. “Spill them on the floor 
several times a day and then pick them up.” 

* * *
The government gives a man a lot of 

freedom in this country—he can pay his 
taxes by certified check, cashier’s check, 
money order or cash.

CHURCH FURNITURE
LYNCHBURG, VIRGINIA 24502

Uhnebai^cr 7

★ Pews 
★Cushions 

★Stained Glass 
★ Chancel Furniture 

★ Folding Chairs & Tables
★ Design & Renovation Service
Area Representative:

Don Sowder
115 Hardaway 

Goodlettsville, Tenn. 37072 
Telephone '615-865-1070

I

from a Hitler Youth JlndAH fkA 
to a committed Christian ... mIIUvI ll/V

by Traugott Vogel 
with Shirley Stephens

Sba

From the privileged position as son of an SS major to the 
life-threatening risks of being a refugee in the aftermath of 
World War II, young Vogel’s life is fascinating reading for 
adults and young people alike.

Read about this exciting true adventure of Christianity 
changing a life. Illustrated with 27 photographs.
$6.95

Order from your Baptist Book Store
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EDITORIALS

Did Jesus really mean every creature?
What Jesus said was, “Go ye into all the world, and preach 

the gospel to every creature” (Mark 16:15).
That’s quite a chore—“all the world”—more than 200 na

tions—more than four billion people! Perhaps the main reason 
we do so little about this commandment is that we consider it to 
be literally impossible.

Just suppose that instead of lumping “all the world” together, 
Jesus had chosen to use another approach. Suppose He had 
broken the world down into units and came to your church 
with His command, “Go ye into Niijama, Japan, and preach the 
gospel to every creature.”

To a neighboring church He may have assigned Richfield, 
Idaho. To other congregations, such towns as Wittlich, Germany; 
Fort Wayne, Indiana; Gombe, Nigeria; Bellow Falls, Vermont; 
Belterra, Brazil, were specifically and exclusively given as a 
responsibility.

In order to “preach the gospel” to your assigned town, you 
would need to get your congregation together to decide on a 
strategy.

First, there would need to be someone from your church to 
go to that far away city to preach the gospel. Prayers would be 
used to ask God to lead you to the person He has called for this 
ministry.

After your missionary is found, education and training would 
need to be provided, so that he would be prepared for this 
tremendous task. Therefore, you would need to start a college 
and a seminary.

Arrangements would need to be made to get this person and 
his family to your assigned town—tickets purchased, belongings 
shipped, housing secured.

After he arrived in the town, some place would be found 
where the gospel could be preached—maybe rented, maybe 
constructed.

Next, Bibles and literature would be needed. Perhaps these 
could be purchased; perhaps these would need to be translated 
and printed by your church.

As you look at the commandment to preach the gospel to 
“your town,” you might consider the use of a radio (and tele
vision) ministry. An intensive examination of the local needs 
could lead your congregation to start a medical clinic, a mission 
center, a school for children, a seminary or Bible institute to 
train ministers, or any number of other necessary ministries. 
Of course, each of these services would require additional 
missionaries which your church would need to find and to 
finance.

There may be some Tennessee churches who could undertake 
such a project to “preach the gospel to every creature” in one of 
the towns of the world. For most of our congregations, it would 
be .physically and financially impossible.

But there is a way that you and your church can “preach the 
gospel” in the millions of cities of this world as you contribute 
week-by-week through the Cooperative Program. What you 
would do to evangelize and to minister to a city is exactly what 
Southern Baptists are doing throughout our world.

As God opens doors and as you and your church sacrificially 
share through the Cooperative Program, in reality we can “go” 
into more and more cities, towns, and villages of this world— 
and ultimately “into ALL the world.”

Spiritual highlight
One of the spiritual highlights of Tennessee Baptist life is 

the annual State Evangelism Conference—and the 1977 version 
will not be an exception, judging from the program personalities.

The conference, which will gather Monday and Tuesday at 
Belmont Heights Church in Nashville, will be filled with heart
warming messages and music.

After a busy fall of launching the new church year, planning 
and pledging the budget, attending association and state con
vention meetings, promoting the foreign missions offering, and 
participating in the various Christmas activities—church leaders 
frequently express appreciation for the Evangelism Conference 
for providing a spiritual uplift. Not only does the conference 
provide a time of personal renewal, but also it serves to focus 
our attention on our first priority—evangelizing the lost.

Pray that God will use next week’s State Evangelism Con
ference to set the pace for Tennessee Baptists’ greatest year in 
evangelistic outreach and baptisms.
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Cicero’s 
comment

By the editor
“Cicero, we’ve got a great new pastor 

coming to our church,” said C. A. Dollar 
as we chatted in the hall of the Baptist 
building.

“I’m glad for you and your church,” 
Cicero responded, remembering that Dollar 
and the rest of the pulpit committee of 
Pennypinch Church had been searching for 
a pastor for three years.

Cicero took a note pad to get information 
for the Baptist and Reflector. “What’s his 
name and where’s he now serving,” I 
asked.

“His name is Rev. Hugh Mility. And, 
uh, he’s not serving a church right now— 
that’s the reason we were able to get him 
so cheap—I mean, quick,” C. A. noted. 
“Just say, ‘He’s between pastorates’.”

Cicero continued with pencil in hand, 
“Where has he served?”

“Talk about experience!,” Dollar added. 
“Brother Mility has been pastor of 10 
churches in six different states—and he’s 
only been in the ministry for 14 years!” 
Dollar began to itemize—rather, list, the 
churches Hugh Mility had served.

“That’s quite a list,” I observed. “I guess 
you found out why he’s moved so much.”

C. A. cleared his throat. “Not exactly. 
We did ask him about that. You wouldn’t 
believe the string of rascally congregations 
he’s run into! But he’s adapted to it mar
velously. They now live in a house trailer— 
which incidentally will SAVE us having to 
provide a parsonage or a housing allowance.

Dollar continued to add up the new 
pastor’s benefits (to the church). “He has 
been supporting himself by working as an 
auto mechanic and a carpenter—which 
means he can keep the building repaired 
and the church bus running—saving us 
money. And, since he can fix his own car, 
we can cut back on the ‘Automobile Ex
pense’ in the budget.”

Cicero interrupted, “But that will take 
a lot of his time.”

“That’s all right,” Dollar calculated. “He 
won’t need time to study, since he’s got a 
stack of old sermons he’s accumulated over 
14 years. And we can cut ‘Book Allowance’ 
out of the budget because he won’t have 
time to study.”

Cicero wondered about Hugh Mility’s 
doctrinal beliefs.

“I don’t know much about that—but he 
does believe in fairness. He’s even paying 
his own moving expenses!”

to ^cUto^ . . .
Letters on any religion-related subject are welcomed. Letters of over 300 words 
will not be used. Other letters may be shortened at the discretion of the editor. 
No unsigned letters will be printed, but writer’s name will be withheld for 
sufficient reason.

Lift up Jesus
Dear editor:

Praise the Lord there are still some 
Southern Baptist churches left that are 
gaining members from other Southern Bap
tist churches; not because they are “steal
ing” them or leaning independent, but 
simply because they are lifting up Jesus.

Jesus said, “And, I, if I be lifted up from 
the earth, will draw all men unto Me.” 
Those churches with Jesus as head are still 
drawing men to them.

Churches can remain true to an organiza
tion and still keep Jesus as head. The love 
of Jesus flowing through a church with the 
ensuing friendliness that permeates it just 
naturally draws men to it.

Those who supposedly are “stolen” make 
their own decisions to worship in a church 
that uplifts Jesus. They are not coerced or 
brainwashed. What a poor excuse for shep
herds who let their sheep scatter in the 
first place.

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Allen
Rt. 1, Box 158
Huntland TN 37345

To Jesus or Caesar
Dear editor:

Perhaps it’s coincidental that two letters, 
namely “Full rights for women” and “Midst 
of upheaval” should appear in the same 
issue (Dec. 16). T. C. King’s letter suggests 
a direct scriptural violation, and “Midst of 
upheaval” is surely representative of the 
price we pay for disobeying heaven’s man
dates.

Government, the second institution orig
inated by God, was His medium in the Old 
Testament of unveiling His will. According
ly, Israel (the nation) was sought by kings, 
anointed and appointed by God. However, 
history and the scriptures have taught us 
that in man’s allowed freedom of choice, 
governments have rarely sought the will of 
God. Theocracy didn’t work.

God in Jesus Christ purchased the church 
with His own blood. Thus every redemptive 
force that God chooses to use must spring 
through His church. God’s called preachers 
are earthly instruments chosen by Him to 
proclaim the Saviour through this institu
tion.

No, Mr. King, (a minister of the gospel 
must decide if he will give his tribute to 
Jesus or Caesar); the preacher is not called 
by God to preach and then enter the 
political arena. Thank God, there are many 
Christians in public office, but during the 
dispensation of grace the pulse of heaven’s 
primacy will not be in the governments of 

men but in the Lord’s churches.
As a preacher I have every right that 

heaven gives and every right that the Consti
tution of this great nation guarantees each 
citizen. If my government conflicts with my 
God, my tribute must go to my God.

Thus, the entire concept of a preacher
politician is a conflict from the start. If 
more strict adherence was given to the 
gospel, church upheavals would be fewer.

Apart from the facts above, my pastorate 
doesn’t leave me time to try to look for a 
political office to run for—I don’t even have - 
time to argue with the independents.

F. Darrel McAlister, pastor 
Woodland Baptist Church 
953 Beason Dr.
Chattanooga, TN 37405

Southern Baptist pastor
Dear editor:

Please advise “Mr. Name Withheld” (Let
ters, Dec. 16) that Dirk VanDam has a 
pastor who is probably more “Southern Bap
tist,” whatever that really is, than 99 percent 
of Southern Baptists—from the Cradle Roll 
even! And while he knows how devastating 
the word “independent” can be when used 
to describe some folks, he also knows 
hundreds of fine Christians and dozens of 
methods that are just wonderful and yet, 
not labeled “SBC.” Actually, he is so in
dependent himself that he will use “STP,” 
“BBD,” “SVC,” or countless other things if 
they can be used to bring men to God. The 
label “SBC” will not be required on a 
permit to heaven.

As pastor of a wonderful Southern Bap
tist church, I am not nearly so worried 
about termites in Southern Baptist churches 
as I am the presence of Rip Van Winkles. 
We have a cure for the termites, but the 
Van Winkles have been sleeping and falling 
out of windows since New Testament times. 
If someone has termites, perhaps the pas
tor’s name is Van Winkle. Or, maybe we 
need the termites to wake up the Van 
Winkles!

By the way, VanDam trains pilots who 
fly our missionaries and some of those good 
old independents on all the mission fields of 
the world. I am just delighted and blessed 
to be his pastor.

Jim W. Lindsey, pastor 
Immanuel Baptist Church 
Elizabethton, TN 37643

“Name withheld” was speaking of that 
church’s pastor, not Dirk VanDam’s pastor. 
The letter stated, “Obviously he never had 
a pastor that was more independent’ than 
‘Southern’ Baptist.” (editor)
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Devotional

Jesus the Carpenter
By Herschel H. Hobbs

Trade-in Your
Teen-age Faith

By Peggy Hays Walker

“Is not this the carpenter?’’—Mark 6:3

This question was asked in the synagogue 
in Nazareth. Matthew’s account reads 
“carpenter’s son” (13:55). Evidently both 
questions were asked by different people. 
Joseph, Jesus’ foster-father, had been the 
village carpenter. Doubtless the lad Jesus 
helped him and at his death, when Jesus 
was probably about sixteen, succeeded him 
in this role. The people could not understand 
how such wonderful teachings could come 
from their former village carpenter. Truly 
“a prophet is not without honour, but in his 
own country, and among his own kin, and 
in his own house” (Mk. 6:4).

However, our focal interest is this 
glimpse of Jesus’ life from age 12 to 30. He 
followed an honorable but lowly trade, and 
for some years at least was the main source 
of financial support for His widowed mother 
and half-brothers and half-sisters (Mk. 6:3).

The word rendered “carpenter” (tekton, 
note “technical”) means a woodworker or
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carpenter. It is so used often in current 
non-biblical writings. So Jesus was one who 
worked with His hands. He was and is the 
friend of all who labor for a living. His 
trade also tells us that He was a strong man. 
With no mechanical tools He did His work 
with sheer strength and skill. His was not 
the occupation of a weakling. His strength 
stood Him in good stead in His rigorous 
ministry. Using His strong arms, hands, 
shoulders, and back muscles He turned 
ugly, shapeless pieces of wood into useful 
instruments such as yokes, tables, chairs, 
beds, and, perhaps, houses.

Someone notes that Jesus’ carpenter shop 
was not only full of logs but of parables, 
as was his mother’s kitchen, the garden and 
fields.,All these things are later seen in His 
matchless teachings. Thus when He left the 
carpenter shop for his public ministry, He 
laid aside His apron, hammer, plane, and 
saw—but not the lessons He had learned 
there.

It is said that Michelangelo once looked 
at a rough piece of marble, and said that in 
it was an angel he must set free. Jesus did 
the same with wood. In a rough log He saw 
things of beauty and usefulness which His 
patient, skilled, strong hands transformed 
into reality.

But, even more, He looks at a life that is 
shapeless and meaningless, rough, gnarled, 
and twisted by sin, and says, “There is in 
that a child of God, and I must set him 
free.” In this sense the carpenter of Naza
reth became the Carpenter of the whole 
world. Is He the Carpenter of your life?

Gymnasium Plan - masonry 
construction - basic building 
cost $15.00/SF. Expandable 
Christian school structure 
also available.

write for free 
information 

or call

Box 3661 Park Place
Greenville, South Carolina 29608

“I no longer have the faith in God that I 
once had as an energetic teen-ager. Doubts 
keep creeping into my mind about God, 
heaven, hell, and the 
Bible,” confessed Carol. 
It was obvious the young 
mother was unhappy 
about her spiritual status.

My husband lovingly 
suggested to her, “Carol, 
perhaps you are still 
clinging to your teen-age 
faith, trying to make it 
work in your adult 
world. You and your 
world have outgrown 
your faith. It is necessary for you to re
linquish your youthful faith for a deeper, 
more abiding faith in God—a faith that can 
see you through the demands thrusted your 
way in an adult world.”

Perhaps this is why so much apathy 
abounds today, why there are so many 
inactive Baptists, and why numberless 
people respond to the question, ‘Are you a 
Christian?’ with the sorrowful reply, ‘I used 
to be.’ These folks mature physically and 
emotionally, but their faith is stunted in 
growth because it has not been fed.

Are you asking yourself, “How can I 
make the trade-in?” The answer is that time 
alone with God through personal Bible study 
and prayer have top priority over the daily 
pressures in your adult world. Reading 
Christian books and magazines should be 
your first choice over soap operas or the 
newspaper crime reports. Take time for 
fellowship with other Christian believers. 
These are “musts” if you are to trade-in 
your teen-age faith for a deeper, abiding 
faith in God that will see you through the 
workaday world of an adult.

Christ’s very own words stressed the im
portance of giving Him pre-eminence—no 
matter what our age—if we are to have a 
producing faith:

“Abide in me, and I in you. . . I am the 
vine, ye are the branches; He that abideth 
in me and I in him, the same bringeth forth 
much fruit: for without me ye can do 
nothing.”—John 15:4-5

Mrs. Walker is the wife af John R. Walker, 
pastor of Calvary Church, Lenoir City.

615-383-3363
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pulpit <n JJeiu
JIM GRIFFITH

Maintaining that he was simply “too fat,” a Canadian teachers college has expelled 
a student on the charge of “gross obesity.”

It’s a good thing none of our denominational colleges and seminaries ever followed 
this pattern.

If they had, our institutions of learning might not have been privileged to educate 
some of our “biggest” preachers.

Certainly it’s a matter of common knowledge that the curriculum is not the only thing 
in our seminaries that can be called “expansive.”

Many there be who come for broader knowledge and many there be who leave both 
broadened and widened.

And although all of us who attended seminary may not have been suitable vessels for 
the storing of knowledge, it cannot be denied that many of us—upon graduation—went 
away with large pots.
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1 They did not believe 
(Acts 17:5)

5 Kind of home: abbr.
8 “an — soul shall 

suffer hunger” 
(Prov.19)

12 Esau’s wife 
(Gen. 36:4)

13 Biblical yes
14 Rip
15 Beverage
16 Ann or Cecilia: abbr
17 “— evil” (Psa. 97)
18 “no murderer 

hath- ” (1 John 3)
21 Kind of cart or bag
22 Title of respect
23 N.T. book: abbr.
26 Desert region
28 Ancestor of Jesus 

(Luke 3:33)
32 Man’s name

34 Time period
36 Man of Ephraim

(1 Sam. 1:1)
37 “and the moon 

into (Acts 2)
39 Judge (Psa. 75:7)
41 “without the word 

be (1 Pet. 3)
42 Gazelle
44 Kind of soup
46 “take care of 

the---- ” (lTim.3)
51 River (Dan. 8:2)
52 Cut down
53 Shrub genus
55 Kind of spirit

(Mark 9:25)
56 Land measure
57 Thread: comb, form
58 Eye
59 Neither’s comple

ment
60 Belgian river

DOWN

1 Kind of teeth 
(Prov. 30:14)

2 Singer Adams
3 “he began to be 

in —” (Luke 15)
4 Household item
5 “taken in----- ” 
(Ezek. 12)

6 Greek letter
7 Father of a chief 

(Num. 3:24; poss.)
8 What Jesus said 

(John 19:28; 2 words)
9 “Thou shalt not 

curse the—” (Lev. 19)
10 Tardy
11 Before
19 Ankara
20 Prevaricate
23 Sea gull
24 Bird (Psa. 102:6)
25 Zodiac sign .
27 Buried in Hamon-gog

(Ezek. 39:11)
29 Move a boat
30 Interjection
31 Old English street 

roisterer
33 “in whom is----- ” 

(John 1)
35 “second death 

hath- ” (Rev. 20)
38 Region (1 Ki. 4:11)
40 Party in a trial: 

abbr.
43 He took of the ac

cursed thing 
(Josh. 7:1)

45 “being in an —” 
(Luke 22)

46 Encumber
47 Pull
48 Demigod
49 Madrid cheers
50 Knight’s mate
51 Flying saucer
54 Arid: comb, form

CRYPTOVERSE

AQQ LXEL IQ MEYZ PVUPSDAWQPLYI TRL

EA ORRYA GSL EA MVAQ

Today’s Cryptoverse clue: R equals O

On Matters of

Family Living
By Dr. B. David Edens

Director, Marriage and Family Program 
Stephens College—Columbia, Missouri 65201

Study shows children 
already fear aging

So alienated are our children from the 
elderly that they fear aging even more than 
their parents do—and that’s saying some
thing. “Old” appeared to be synonymous 
with “sick, tired, sad, dirty and ugly” in the 
minds of the 180 youngsters, 3 to 12, inter
viewed in depth for a year-long University 
of Maryland Center on Aging study.

While some of the children also used 
“friendly, good and kind” as adjectives to 
describe the elderly, their passionate de
termination never to grow old themselves 
was an indication of their gut feelings about 
aging. “The majority feel very badly about 
growing old,” Richard K. Jantz, director and 
Carol Seefeldt, co-director, concluded.

Why do kids have such negative feelings 
about old people? Probably because they 
haven’t known many, or even any, older 
folks personally. Few of the youngsters 
interviewed by the two early childhood edu
cators had close relationships with an older 
person. Even grandparents were gift-bearing 
visitors, appearing once or twice a year, 
rather than intimate, much loved and loving 
members of the family.

The study leaves no doubt that attitudes 
toward aging are born in childhood and 
influence youngsters throughout life. Be
cause they have no idea of the tremendous 
individual differences among older people, 
children accept the stereotypes derived from 
society’s general attitudes toward the old, 
and the insulting picture of passivity and 
physical deterioration presented in children’s 
literature.

It is clear that for their own sakes, 
youngsters must be helped to understand 
that the vigor of the human spirit is a 
wonder to behold, whatever the state of its 
physical envelope.

New Books
The Southern Baptist Convention and Its 

People 1607-1972 by Robert A. Baker, 478 
pp., $11.95. Dr. Baker has worked through 
a mass of complicated material and pre
sented it chronologically in a clear and vigor
ous manner while very accurately and 
fully.

Seven Words Of Love by Herbert Lock
yer, Word Books Co., 168 pp., $5.95. The 
author deals in a unique way with the 
seven statements by Christ on the Cross.
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Groundbreaking ceremonies were held by the members of Highland Church, Whites
burg, for their first new church building. Glenn A. Toomey, director of missions for Nola- 
chucky Baptist Association, led in the services.

Tennessee Baptist Convention made a grant to the church from the lot fund, and a por
tion of the land was donated by Ralph Grigsby Sr. The congregation meets in a local fu
neral home, and Edward Shanks serves as pastor.

Shown breaking ground from left are Shanks, Toomey, Kenneth King, Billy Paul 
Long, Donald Estes, Larry Pruitt, Bill Southern, and Vernie Cook, all trustees.

Ohio executive board proposes 
church affiliation guideline

COLUMBUS, Ohio—The executive board 
of the State Convention of Baptists in Ohio 
has adopted a guideline to follow in con
sidering whether a church should lose 
privileges and participation in the state con
vention.

The guideline stipulates that when the 
executive board has “reason to believe that 
any church is out of fellowship in practice 
or doctrine, that an effort be made to inter
view such church and pastor by a committee 
appointed by the executive board ... If it is 
found that such church is out of fellowship.

The convention, meeting in the 1976 an
nual session in Fairborn, Ohio, last No
vember, requested a guideline. That request 
stemmed from the eviction of two churches 
by the Greater Cincinnati Baptist Associa
tion because of issues related to charismatic 
gifts and baptism. These issues were not de
bated by the convention or the executive 
board. No action has been taken against the 
two churches on the state or national levels.

The executive board, however, indicated 
that it must make its own guidelines and 
cannot base its decision on a statewide mat
ter by what a district association determines 
concerning its membership. It also recogniz
ed that whatever decisions are made by a 
state body would not be binding at national 
level in the Southern Baptist Convention 
(SBC) since each autonomous.

PREPARE THE WAY THROUGH CHURCH OUTREACH

The World Is Waiting... 
to See if Christians Care
How can we show that we do? 
Evangelism is the church’s answer. 
These new evangelism materials 
offer a fresh, contemporary 
approach to evangelism.

I

i

I 
I

THE EVANGELISTIC CHURCH
John Havlik speaks out of his experience as director of 
evangelism, Home Mission Board, to help this generation of 
Christians rediscover and redefine evangelism. (Convention)

$1.45
THE EVANGELISTIC CHURCH:
FLIP CHART/TEACHINC GUIDE
Mike Speer. A helpful visual tool for the learning experience 
and a practical guide for the how-to study. (Convention) $1.75

I 
I
I 
I
I

I 
I
I 
I

PRAYER MEETING RESOURCES:
LIGHTING REVIVAL FIRES
The packet of materials contains: 3 copies of the project 
guide, pastor's guide, bulletin inserts, post cards, posters, clip

I

art, and a wall calendar. (Convention) $4.50 i

C.A.R.E. a joint project of Church Administration and 
Evangelism Section Home Mission Board.

I 
I

Support this program 
with WIN and Deacon 
materials available at 
your Baptist Book Store 
or Mail Order Center.

PARTNERS IN GROWTH

BAPTIST 
BOOK 

STORES

Use this convenient order form.
Please send:
Quantity Item

THE EVANGELISTIC CHURCH @ $1.45

FLIP CHART/TEACHING GUIDE @ $1.75

LIGHTING REVIVAL FIRES @ $4.50

CARDS
REALIFE WITNESSING

Set of 5, 160

50 sets, $7.50
Shipping and handling charges:
Orders $2.00 or less, add 500; $2.01 $5.00 
add 75tf; over $5.00 add $1.00

TOTAL
I enclose $____________________

Charge: Baptist Book Store account #

BankAmericard #

Master Charge #_

exp. date „ 

exp. date .
(If Master Charge, give 4-digit bank no.

Name___________________________

Address

City State

Total

I
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Korean Baptists agree 
to support seminary

TAEJON, Korea—After more than 20 
years of strong financial support from the 
Korea Baptist Mission, the Korea Baptist 
Theological Seminary has decided to pur
sue complete national support and control.

Since its founding here in 1954, the 
seminary has been jointly sponsored by the 
Korea Baptist Mission (organization of 
Southern Baptist missionaries) and the Ko
rea Baptist Convention, but financial sup
port has come primarily from mission 
funds.

However, because of a 20 to 30 percent 
annual inflation rate and a rapidly growing 
student body, the mission has been unable 
to provide the financial resources needed 
in the past few years. A crisis was reached 
this year when 16 out of 116 new appli
cants had to be refused admission to the 
seminary because of limitations in faculty 
and facilities.

In response to this critical situation, the 
mission recommended that the convention 
and the seminary board of trustees assume 
full responsibility for operating the semi
nary, beginning in January 1977. They also

We teach such things as

COURSES AT BOYCE have a strong emphasis 
on Bible Study Skills 
and Practical Ministry.

How to build a strong Bible teaching pro- 
School” and “How to develop Christian

Vfiaill Baaw ___ _______

stewardship in the local church.” Our teachers have years of exper
ience serving Southern Baptist churches. All courses are for the 
minister without seminary or college training.

BOYCE BIBLE SCHOOL
2801 Lexington Road
Louisville, Kentucky 40206 
1-800-626-5525 (Toll-Free) 

A division of Southern Baptist Theological Seminary

Memphis-area pastor asks public 
to turn off TV Feb. 27-March 5

SOUTHAVEN, Miss.—A United Metho
dist minister in this Memphis suburb has 
called on his members and all concerned 
people to observe a national “Turn The 
Television Off Week” (TTTOW), Feb. 27- 
March 5, in protest to violence and 
general low moral quality of programming 
on television.

Donald E. Wildmon, pastor of First 
United Methodist Church, Southaven, Miss., 
urged the observance in a letter to his mem
bers and has also asked for wide support 
in promoting TTTOW through the media.

In Nashville, Foy Valentine, executive 
secretary of the Southern Baptist Conven
tion’s Christian Life Commission, which has 
been conducting a series of hearings across 
the country on television sex and violence,

recommended that mission financial sup
port be gradually decreased over the next 
10-year period.

said he wished Wildmon well in his project.
“Sex and violence have increased alarm

ingly in television,” said Valentine. “I, for 
one, wish television sets across the country 
had been turned off on Wednesday, Dec. 29, 
when the night court judge on the TV series, 
Sirota’s Court, performed a marriage be
tween two homosexuals. That show, which 
was aired on NBC, 8 p.m.-8:30 p.m. Central 
Standard Time, is just one example of the 
low moral quality of much television pro
gramming,” Valentine declared.

In his letter, Wildmon cited a Better 
Homes and Gardens magazine report, which 
said that a typical child will witness 13,000 
people die on television before he or she is 
15 years old.

He said the report also pointed out that 
if a person watched every show on network 
prime time, he would witness murders, beat
ings, rapes, muggings, and robberies at the 
rate of eight an hour, with three out of four 
programs featuring violence.

Wildmon called many of the programs 
on television “insulting to anyone with nor
mal mentality and decent morality. It is 
indeed a shame that we must continually be 
insulted and embarrassed when, as a family, 
we chose to watch television,” he said.

Television, he continued, can be a “very 
enjoyable and helpful medium. It could be 
one of the most beneficial mediums of all 
time. But the quality of many programs now 
offered serve no decent purpose at all,” he 
said.

“It is time that people with normal men
tality and decent morality speak out. It is 
time we were heard. The television industry’s 
self-imposed ‘Family Viewing Time’ is a 
shame and a farce,” Wildmon charged. “We 
may not be able to tell the networks what 
to show, but we can certainly tell them that 
if they do not improve the quality of their 
programs they will be showing them to an 
ever increasing number of viewers.”

Wildmon sent letters noting the TTTOW 
observance to all three national networks. 
(BP)
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UNIFORM SERIES
Lesson for January 16,1977

Jesus declares His mission
By W. Clyde Tilley, Acting Chairman, Department of Religion 

Union University, Jackson, Tennessee

Basic Passages: Mark 1:14-15; Luke 4:14-30 
Focal Passage: Luke 4:14-24

The Return to Nazareth (4:14-16b)
An air of eager anticipation pervaded the 

Nazareth synagogue. The attendance was 
perhaps better than usual and by the time 
the attendant of the synagogue presented 
Jesus with the scroll of Isaiah, the suspense 
was climactic.

This was the first time since the beginning 
of his ministry that Jesus had been back to 
Nazareth, the city where he had spent almost 
all of the first thirty years of his life. Initial 
success had accompanied his earliest preach
ing, teaching, and healing. Word had filtered 
back to his hometown people and now they 
were about to have an opportunity to hear 
and to see for themselves.

Just how much time had elapsed since his 
baptism, temptation, and first preaching can
not clearly be determined. It is the first 
event that Luke records in Jesus’ public 
ministry but he does so only after a general 
statement concerning Jesus’ initial preach
ing in Galilee (vv. 14-15). Mark and 
Matthew both record it somewhat later indi
cating a passage of time and Jesus refers to 
his earlier Capernaum ministry even in 
Luke’s account of this incident (v. 23). Per
haps because the event is so representative 
and explanatory of the nature of Jesus’ min
istry and of Luke’s own purpose in writing a 
gospel, Luke records it at the outset. Luke 
wants to emphasize that the gospel is for all 
people without exception and this story, 
especially in the way Luke records it, 
champions that truth.
The Reading of the Scriptures (4:16c-19)

In keeping with the custom of the day, 
Jesus stood up to read (v. 16c) and sat down 
for the discourse (v. 20). The synagogue had 
no appointed official whose responsibility it 
was to deliver the discourse on a Sabbath. 
The task devolved from one man in the 
congregation to another or to some guest 
who may be present. The passage to be read 
was perhaps pre-selected for each Sabbath 
and was uniform in all the synagogues 
throughout much of the Jewish world.

Fortunate for Jesus’ purposes, the scrip
ture to be read for that Sabbath was Isaiah 
61:1-2. The prophetic passage is describing 
the activities of “the acceptable year of the 
Lord” (v 2, or “the year of the Lord’s favor”, 
RSV). Judging from the liberating activities 
being described, it appears to reflect the Old 
Testament practice of the year of Jubilee, 
every fiftieth year at which time all land 

reverted to the original owner and all those 
in bondage were set free (Leviticus 25:8-17). 
The historical context in Isaiah connects it 
with the promise to Babylonian exiles con
cerning the restoration of Jerusalem. It be
comes descriptive of the Messianic age, or 
the dawning kingdom, in Jesus’ Nazareth dis
course.
The Revelation from Jesus (4:20-27)

The crux of Jesus’ message was his asser
tion that this scripture was now being ful
filled in their midst—in his very person. Let 
us observe how this might be so. “The Spirit 
of the Lord is upon me” is reminiscent of 
the descent of the Spirit like a dove at 
Jesus’ baptism. “He has anointed me” should 
remind us that the title Messiah (or Christ) 
means “anointed one”. This would be a 
strong suggestion of Jesus’ Messiahship but 
will by no means make it obvious since it 
will be a secret yet for some time in the 
Synoptic gospels. This anointing by the 
Spirit is related in the passage to such tasks 
as preaching good news (the gospel) to the 
poor, the proclaiming of release to the cap
tives, the restoring of sight to the blind, and 
the liberating of the oppressed. These are all 
accurately descriptive Of Jesus’ preaching 
and healing ministry, making it like the 
announcement of a perennial year of Jubilee. 
Jesus was committed to liberation from all 
that enslaved people. When they were en
slaved by ignorance, he taught them. When 
they were enslaved by hunger, he fed them. 
When they were enslaved by guilt and sin, 
he forgave them.

It has yet to dawn upon most of us just 
how radical is the liberating force of his

BIBLE PUZZLE PAGE 
ANSWERS

“See that ye walk circumspectly, not 
as fools, but as wise” (Eph. 5:15).

gospel. A modem disciple in a commentary 
upon our warring and hording society said: 
“While Jesus gave sight to the blind, we 
spread blindness. While Jesus fed the five 
thousand, we take food from the mouths of 
millions. While Jesus loved His enemies, we 
kill ours. While Jesus was crucified, we 
crucify. While Jesus emptied the grave, we 
fill it.” This commentary could well become 
an epitaph.

Surprisingly enough, Jesus’ identification 
of his ministry with the passage was received 
quite well (v. 22). But one thing is noticeably 
missing from his Nazareth ministry: miracles 
of healing. He anticipates their query with 
a well-known proverb (v. 23) and answers 
it by claiming that no prophet gets accepted 
by his own people. Perhaps they are too 
close to the trees to see the forest. They are 
so intrigued with “Joseph’s son” (v. 23) that 
they fail to see God’s son.

Jesus could have “let well enough alone” 
and have been satisfied with their super
ficial compliments. However, he sensed a 
failure to comprehend the true magnitude of 
his ministry on the part of his hometown 
people and proceeded to document his state
ment about a prophet’s rejection by those at 
home with two Old Testament stories: the 
aid to Elijah from the widow of Zarephath 
(in Phoenicia) and the healing of Naaman by 
Elisha. These are both instances of Israelite 
prophets who were better received by non
Israelite subjects than they were by their 
own nation.
The Rejection of the Hearers (4:28-30)

Those who had received his initial inter
pretation so well became indignant at the 
later comments. It was as though a favorably 
impressed pulpit committee suddenly became 
a lynch mob. They marched him out of the 
city with every intention of throwing him 
over a bluff. The modern pilgrim to Naza
reth is still shown the “Mount of Precipita
tion” where this event likely occurred. 
Perhaps it was Jesus’ fearless certainty of 
himself in contrast to the uneasy sense of 
their own wrongfulness that enabled him to 
walk away from them without being touched. 
There seem to be close parallels to this in 
his cleansing of the temple where they were 
helpless to resist and in his disarming of the 
angry mob who were about to stone the 
woman taken in adultry.

What was there in Jesus’ words that make 
them so angry? It must be something that is 
of special interest to Luke since he is the 
only one who records these words. Recall 
that Luke is taking pains to write a Gospel 
that shows the good news about Jesus to be 
for every man without discrimination. No
tice also that the two stories Jesus told have 
to do with very high compliments Jesus is 
paying to Gentile people who received the 
prophets better than had the Jews. This is 
very obviously an instance of incensed racial 
hatred. The people from Nazareth, much 
like us, could take the general principle of 
the liberating gospel better than they could 
the practical application!
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Life and Work Series for 
Sunday, January 16, 1977

James—A Son of Thunder
By David C. George, Pastor 

Immanuel Baptist Church, Nashville

-Basic Passages: Mark 3:13-19; 10:32-45; Luke 9:28-36, 51-55; Acts 12:1-2
Focal Passages: Luke 9:28-29, 52-55; Mark 10:35-40; Acts 12:1-2

One of the marks of the truthfulness of 
the Bible is its absolute honesty about its 
heroes. Their weaknesses as well as their 
strengths are shown, and this makes it easier 
for all of us to believe that what happened 
to them can happen to us. James was a 
Galilean fisherman whose temper and ambi
tion made it hard for him to learn the way 
of Christ, but he did learn. Instead of devot
ing his life to revenge and worldly success, 
he took up the cross like his master and gave 
his life for the sake of the gospel.

CLOSENESS TO CHRIST (Luke 9:28-29)
The essence of Christianity is closeness to 

Christ. Personal virtue, doctrinal knowldege, 
and organizational participation are import
ant, but the one essential is to be close to 
Christ. James, along with his brother John 
and their friend Peter, made up the inner 
circle of the disciples. They were with Jesus 
in such crucial moments as the transfigura
tion and the last night in Gethsemane.

Fellowship with Christ and fellowship 
with his people are the means God uses to 
transform character and develop ability. 
Jesus knew that these three key disciples 
had shortcomings, but he knew that they 
would grow as they participated in meaning
ful experiences in a group under his leader
ship. The way of Christ is more caught than 
taught. Learning by experience and learning 
in small groups have become prominent 
themes in modern church life, but they are 
as old as the Bible.

DEVELOPING A NEW SPIRIT 
(Luke 9:52-55)

Jesus sent his disciples into some assign
ments where they would fail. Failure helps 
us learn about ourselves and provides op
portunity for change and growth. When a 
Samaritan village rejected their mission, 
James and John reacted quite naturally. 
They wanted to punish those who rejected 
them. Jesus firmly confronted their desire 
and let them know that their response was 
based on a completely different spirit than 
his. What they needed was a new spirit, the 
spirit of Christ, the spirit of the cross.

Why did Jesus choose men like this for his 
chief disciples? Partly because there aren’t 
many other kinds available. And partly be
cause their agressiveness was a quality he 
could use when it was transformed into 
redemptive commitment. Jesus did not want 
passive men who never asserted themselves 

or who always waited to see what someone 
else would do. He chose active men because 
he was training leaders. A wise church ad
ministrator once said of an agressive staff 
member who often got himself in difficulty, 
“I’d rather have one I have to hold back 
than one I have to push.” Jesus was confident 
of his ability to change these rough and 
ready fishermen into apostles. He alternately 
gave them a free reign and pulled them 
back with a firm hand.

DEALING WITH SELF (Mark 10:35-40)
James and John were so open and frank 

about their own ambition that they discussed 
their desire for first place with Jesus on the 
way to Jerusalem for the last time. Had 
Jesus failed in all the effort he had spent to 
convert these selfish men? No, it is just that 
the one decisive lesson was still to come. In 
the final analysis, the only thing that can 
conquer man’s selfishness is the cross.

Jesus indicated that they were on the right 
track in wanting to be at his side in his hour 
of glory. What they did not understand was 
that his glory, and theirs, would consist in 
giving sacrifically of themselves to accomp
lish the will of God for the sake of others. 
As Elizabeth Clephane wrote, “My sinful 
self my only shame, my glory all the cross.”

Because God created us as free personali
ties whose highest good is to choose his will 
freely, the basic issue of life is the relation 
of self and God. Jesus taught that the only 
way we can save our life is to be willing to

• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••, 
POST and CO.

FOR SALE
Church NEW Buses
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Reconditioned 

Painted & Lettered (Church Colors) 
Call Collect—615-523-2102

617 24th St., Knoxville, TN 37921

A/C 214 657-6524 Box 931 Henderson, Texas 75652

let go of it. He does not propose to destroy 
the selfhood of the individual. He intends to 
make of each of us the very best that we 
can be. But he sees that as long as we cling 
to our selfishness, we are living with a false 
self. When we let go of that, we can discover 
the true self, the person we were meant to 
be.

TAKING UP THE CROSS (Acts 12:1-2)
The apostle James was executed by Herod 

Agrippa I who sought to gain favor with 
Jewish leaders by striking against the Christ
ians. James literally did drink the cup of 
suffering that his master drank. He was the 
first of the apostles to die as a martyr.

During the early years of World War II, 
a German Christian named Dietrich Bon
hoeffer wrote a book, The Cost of Disciple
ship, in which he said, “When Christ calls 
a man, he bids him come and die.” Just be
fore the war ended, Bonhoeffer himself was 
hanged by the Gestapo for his resistance to 
Hitler. His death, like James’, reminds us 
that our commitment is serious. It is worth 
dying for.

John, the brother of James, lived a long 
life according to early church history. He 
may have been the only apostle not to die 
as a martyr. Apparently Jesus did not mean 
that we all must suffer martyrdom. He 
simply meant that we must follow him all 
the way to death and do so with a commit
ment that is willing to put the will of God 
first and our own security and desires last.

I
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Wasting Sunday School
By Robert A. Proctor Jr., Professor of educational psychology, Southern Baptist Seminary
“Sunday School is a waste of time.”
So said Wesley Schrader of Yale Divinity 

School in an article published in Life maga
zine almost 20 years ago.

During the last decade an increasing 
number of Southern Baptists have come to 
agree with him. In 1965 almost half of our 
membership was in Sunday School on a 
typical Sunday, but in 1975 for every one 
Southern Baptist present in Sunday School 
two were absent!

What are some of the reasons (or ex
cuses) given for this alarming decline in 
interest in Bible study? Are there any 
remedies?

First, it is said that the Sunday School is 
ineffective. Often some research is quoted 
to show that children who attend Sunday 
School regularly know very little, if any, 
more about the contents of the Bible than 
their classmates who do not attend. This 
may be because many of the tests used 
measure only a superficial level of Bible 
knowledge which most children absorb from 
our culture.

However, a recent study conducted at 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
showed a very significant difference be
tween regular Sunday School attenders and 
non-attenders in their understanding of 

* biblical concepts, especially after ages 10 
or 11.

If Sunday School is ineffective it may be 
because we have “loaded it down” with too 
many tasks. In addition to teaching the 
Bible we have come to expect it to train 
members in various skills including wor
ship, evangelism, ministry, and missions. It 
is unrealistic to expect any one organization 
to achieve all these tasks. In order to free 
the Sunday School to achieve its major task 
of Bible teaching, it must be relieved of 
most other responsibilities. Adequately 
trained teachers, ample resources and teach

RIDGECREST 1977 
CHURCH TRAINING LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 

JULY 9- 15

Leadership conferences are for the entire family. Major 
attention will be given to a series of new age-group books 
to be published by the Church Training Department on 
June 1, 1977. These books, referred to as the Developing 
Series, contain “how to” suggestions for Church Training 
leaders, whatever their leadership role may be.

F

Special training sessions will be offered also on a variety of 
subjects and for specific target groups.
For reservations or more information, please write: 

Ridgecrest Baptist Conference Center 
P.O.Box 128 
Ridgecrest, North Carolina 29770 
Phone (704) 660-8022

ing aids, and sufficient time must be pro
vided to achieve effective Bible teaching.

Paralleling this is needed a great revival 
of the church training program (or Baptist 
Training Union) to achieve many of the 
other tasks, such as skill training and the 
teaching of Baptist history, doctrine, and 
Christian ethics.

A second criticism of Bible study in 
general and the Sunday School in particular 
is that the Bible and its messages are not 
relevant to the pressing problems of today’s 
world.

When one makes only a surface study of 
the Scriptures, their relevance may not be 
immediately obvious. However, if through 
disciplined, serious study one comes to 
understand the principles set forth in the 
teachings of Jesus and at the same time is 
able to define clearly the major issues con
fronting modern man, the gospel no longer 
appears irrelevant.

Rather, the problem becomes one of 
unwillingness to make the obvious applica
tions of Christian principles. When the 
Bible is really understood, it is its offensive
ness and not its irrelevance which causes 
one to lose interest in Bible study.

To overcome this criticism a new ap
proach to Sunday School curriculum design 
is needed. Instead of studying the same 
familiar Bible passages over and over on 
the same introductory level, opportunities 
need to be provided for more advanced 
study. This is especially true for older youth 
and adults.

A far more serious problem may underlie 
excuses for not studying the Bible: a rejec
tion of the authority of the scriptures. One 
source of this rejection is our radical em
phasis on individual rights and personal 
freedom. The “it’s my life, I can live it as I 
please and no one has any right to tell me 
how to live!” attitude tends to question all 

authority, even the authority of God.
Another source of the question of au

thority of the Bible is the pluralism of our 
culture.

In recent years Americans have become 
much more aware of other cultures and of 
their living non-Christian religions. With 
this increased awareness many persons have 
realized that these religions are 
not altogether false but do con
tain some truth. With this insight 
have come the questions, “Do I 
as a Christian have a right to 
brand other religions as false at 
every point where their teachings 
differ from those of the Bible?”

As Christians we not only 
have a right, we have a responsi
bility to do so. The challenge to 
the authority of Holy Scripture 
can best be answered by Chris
tians living lives which demon
strate our full acceptance of the 
Lordship of Christ.

Finally, the excuse which 
some offer for not studying the 
Bible is that contemporary bib
lical scholarship has destroyed 
their faith in the Bible. These 
persons may refer especially to 
the controversies surrounding the 
20th century “search for the his
torical Jesus.” To them the idea 
that the gospels may be the 
writer’s interpretation of what 
they had seen and remembered 
or had heard and read about 
Jesus, rather than a transcript of 
His exact words, is unthinkable 
and may serve as a basis for re
jecting the Bible as the Word of 
God.

Such reactions are at least partially the 
result of religious education materials which 
have not acquainted readers with the rich 
fruits of the reverent work of competent 
Bible scholars. Our failure to deal openly 
and honestly with the nature and sources 
of biblical literature in curriculum materials 
has undoubtedly caused some of our 
brightest and most gifted youth to lose 
interest in Sunday School. This, too, calls 
for a spiral curriculum moving from intro
ductory lessons to more advanced levels 
of Bible study.

Southern Baptists dare not let the current 
trend in Sunday School attendance continue.

Our theology has always been based 
firmly on the teachings of the Bible.

Our commission for evangelism and mis
sion is straight from the Bible.

Our moral guidelines must remain 
anchored securely in the Bible.

A laity that is ignorant to the true mes
sage of the Bible will be easily “tossed to 
and fro by every wind of doctrine” and 
will soon begin to drift from God and our 
churches. We must take whatever action is 
necessary to make Bible study attractive and 
meaningful to our people.
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