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Ex-Tennessean serves as Carter's pastor
WASHINGTON—First Baptist Church 

here has long been a historical landmark 
in its own right—even before the events of 
recent weeks thrust it and its pastor in the 
national limelight.

But those events, says Pastor Charles 
Trentham, have created excitement among 
the church’s 946 members about the op
portunities for ministry caused by an in
flux of persons from various levels of 
government.

The influx began with the decision by 
President Carter’s family to transfer their 
membership from the Plains (Ga.) Baptist 
Church, the small Southern Baptist congre
gation which has gained much national 
attention.

The Sunday after President Carter’s fam
ily joined the 175-year-old Washington con
gregation, newly confirmed U. S. Attorney 
General Griffin Bell, an active Southern 
Baptist deacon at the Second Ponce de 
Leon Baptist Church, Atlanta, and Mrs. 
Bell joined.

Nine-year-old Amy Carter, who made 
a profession of faith in Jesus Christ as 
Savior when the Carters joined, was bap
tized by Trentham, along with another per
son, Gladys Mbua, a 16-year-old black girl 
from the Cameroons, who had previously 
been scheduled for baptism on that day.

“Everyone at the church is excited about 
the many doors that have been opened to 
us for witness to our faith,” Trentham said, 
noting that people have been joining “from 
staffs of embassies and all levels of govern
ment.”

Although he admits that much of the in
flux of new members if attributable to 
President Carter’s membership there, he 
points out that there are changes with 
every administration—as new members 
come in and old ones leave.

And, he notes, the church has long

Campbellsville College reports 
highest enrollment since '72

David E. Gillespie, registrar at Camp
bellsville College, Campbellsville, Ky., an
nounced an enrollment of 669 for the 
spring semester.

This is the largest enrollment for spring 
semester since 1972. This figure includes 
581 full-time students and 88 part-time 
students.

Campbellsville College is a senior liberal 
arts college in central Kentucky affiliated 
with the Kentucky Baptist Convention.

PRESIDENT’S PASTOR—A native of Jef
ferson City and former pastor of four Ten
nessee churches, Charles Trentham is now 
pastor of First Baptist Church, Washington, 
D.C. (BP) photo by Joel Richardson, Wash
ington Post. Used by special permission of 
the Post.
served government leaders. It was organ
ized in the old U. S. Treasury Building in 
1802, he says, to serve government work
ers and has had its share of well known 
legislators and high ranking government 
leaders in its membership over the years.

“From the very beginning,” says Trent
ham, “pastors of the church have had close 
touch with Presidents and other govern
ment leaders. After the assassination of Lin
coln, the church’s pastor went to the White 
House to call on President Andrew John
son to assure him of the prayers of the 
congregation and its desire to be a recon
ciler during the conflict.”

The church, which also met for a period 
on the site of Ford’s Theater, the place of 
Lincoln’s assassination, has been attended 
by other Presidents. Harry Truman, a 
Southern Baptist, worshipped there but nev
er joined. Warren G. Harding and Lyndon 
B. Johnson have also attended services.

Besides its contact with the great and 
the near great in political realms, the church 
has a place in Baptist history. The Baptist 
Joint Committee on Public Affairs was 
formed there in the late 1930s, and pioneer 

Baptist statesman, Luther Rice, whose ef
forts led to the organizing of the prede
cessor of the SBC and ABC, was a promi
nent member in the early 1800s.

Trentham, who is very conscious of the 
difficult role of serving as a President’s pas
tor, comments: “The one thing I’m striving 
for is to make my preaching un-news
worthy. By that I mean, I don’t want to 
be a commentator on the political scene or 
an instructor of the President. I want to be 
a servant of the Word of God, bringing 
the resources of the Christian faith to those 
who are in leadership roles and who need 
spiritual sustenance and the prayers of a 
loving congregation.”

The 57-year-old minister, with white 
wavy hair and a unique style of public 
speech, is a native of Jefferson City, in east 
Tennessee, and has had a long tenure as 
pastor and professor.

Before coming to Washington, he served 
21 years as pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Knoxville, and for 12 years as dean of the 
school of religion at the University of 
Tennessee.

He also served as pastor of Piedmont 
Church, Dandridge; Ocoee Church, Ben
ton; and New Market Church. (BP)

Construction committee chairman Charles 
Vaught, Germantown Church, Germantown, 
cuts the ribbon for the opening of the 
church’s Christian Family Center. Shown 
with Vaught are: deacon chairman Thurman 
Walker, pastor Ken Story, CFC committee 
chairman Ron Eaton, and minister of music 
and youth Bill Spencer. Not pictured is Jack 
Knox, finance chairman. The structure was 
built at a cost of $380,000.



Baptist relief funds, supplies 
sent to northeastern states

ATLANTA—The economically crippled, 
snowbound northeast will receive money, 
clothing and blankets from Southern Baptist 
individuals, churches, and organizations 
across the nation.

The Home Mission Board of the South
ern Baptist Convention has sent $17,000 to 
the northeast ($10,000 to the Baptist Con
vention of New York, $5000 to the Baptist 
Convention of Pennsylvania-South Jersey, 
and $2000 to the State Convention of 
Southern Baptists in Ohio) for relief use.

The First Baptist Church, Conway, Ark., 
in cooperation with the Faulkner County 
Baptist Association, has shipped 33 cartons 
of supplies, including 107 blankets, to Home 
Mission Board missionary Gaynor Yancey 
in the inner-city in Philadelphia. The church 
plans a second shipment to Potsdam, N.Y.

First Baptist Church, Pasadena, Tex., sent 
Yancey $1000 for blankets and clothing, 
and churches in Columbia, S.C., and Ver
sailles, Mo., also sent supplies.

Washington, D.C., Baptists are collecting 
blankets, coats, sweaters, and gloves at 
four locations in the metro area to ship to 
Philadelphia for use in the Baptists’ ‘Opera
tion Snowblanket’ relief efforts.

The Home Mission Board disaster relief 
funds, according to Paul Adkins, who over
sees distribution of such funds for the 
board, “will go primarily for food, blankets, 
and gloves, although some may be used for 
rent and fuel.”

The $17,000 sent to the northeast brings 
the total disaster relief funds sent by the 
board this year to $27,000. The Florida 
Baptist Convention has already been sent 
$10,000 for blankets and food for migrant 
workers jobless because of ruined crops.

New York Executive Secretary Jack 
Lowndes reports, “Buffalo and the ‘up 
country’ have desperate situations.”

“When the Home Mission Board made 
the first $5000 available, we immediately 
sent it to directors of associational missions 
in the hard-hit areas.”

Lowndes says he also found out that the 
local Red Cross was feeding thousands of 
people who had been rescued from their 
homes. “They were running out of funds 
so we took them money. They were over
whelmed by our generosity and commended 
our organization for being aware of human 
need,” Lowndes says.

In Pennsylvania, the clothing and money 
are being routed to Frankford Avenue Bap
tist Church where Yancey serves as director 
of weekday ministries.

According to G. W. Bullard, executive 
secretary of the Pennsylvania-South Jersey 
Convention, “We are working through 
Yancey and Frankford Avenue because that 
work is in the southern part of the city, a 

low economic area hit hard by the severe 
weather.”

The Ohio Convention is directing funds 
into three areas, says Darty Stowe, assistant 
to executive secretary Ray Roberts.

The German Village Baptist Church in 
Columbus received $1000 to distribute to 
nearby areas, the West Side Baptist Church, 
also in Columbus, received $500, and the 
Baptist Mission Center in Dayton received 
$500.

“These places will act as a point of con
tact for pastors or churches in the area that 
have emergency needs,” says Stowe. (BP)

Georgia Baptists buy 
complex for elderly

ATLANTA—The Georgia Baptist Con
vention has purchased Paces Ferry Towers, 
a large apartment complex in downtown 
Atlanta, to expand its ministry to elderly 
persons.

The apartment complex, which cost the 
convention $1,850,000, contains 200 apart
ment units in three separate buildings, 4.5 
acres of land, a restaurant, a beauty parlor, 
and other facilities.

It is located on East Paces Ferry Road in 
northwest Atlanta, a short distance from the 
Georgia governor’s mansion and near Sec
ond Ponce de Leon Baptist Church.

Purchase was consumated by trustees of 
Peachtree on Peachtree Inn, a high-rise 
home for senior citizens which was given 
to the Georgia Baptist Convention in 1967 
by the Fred W. Beazley Foundation. About 
160 persons live at Peachtree on Peachtree 
Inn, which was at one time the Winecoff 
Hotel and later the Peachtree on Peachtree 
Hotel.

Trustees will take about one year to make 
final plans for policies and procedures for 
development of Paces Ferry Towers. 
Georgia Baptists also operate Baptist Village 
at Waycross, Ga., a home for the elderly, 
opened in 1955 and housing about 300 
persons. (BP)

Johnnie Lee accepts post 
in Union association

Johnnie Lee, director of missions in 
Stone Association for nine years, resigned 
to become director of missions for Union 
Association. He will assume the new post 
Mar. 6.

Lee succeeds Ralph Benningfield in 
Union Association. The former director 
resigned last summer to accept a Kentucky 
pastorate.

Offices for the association will be moved 
from Sparta to Doyle, Lee reported.

Four Tennesseans named 
to FMB disaster teams

Three Tennessee physicians and one sur
gical assistant have volunteered for disaster 
teams to be activated for immediate service 
when disaster strikes overseas.

Coordinated through the SBC Foreign 
Mission Board medical consultant’s office, 
the volunteer medical personnel include 23 
doctors, seven dentists, three registered 
nurses, a pharmacist, and a surgical assist
ant. These are from 16 different states.

Each member of a disaster team will 
serve for two weeks and will be responsible 
for his own expenses. The group has been 
divided into four teams, but members of 
one team serve as standby, for members of 
the other three teams.

Tennesseans who have volunteered to 
serve on disaster teams are Dr. and Mrs. S. 
Allen Truex of Jackson, Dr. Buford P. 
Davis of Pulaski, and Dr. William R. Lee 
of Ducktown.

L. B. Stevens dies, 
Nashville layman

Lemuel Birthright Stevens, Nashville 
Baptist layman and business executive, died 
Feb. 6 at Baptist Hospital after a brief 
illness. He was 79.

A past chairman of the Belmont College 
board of trustees, Stevens had been a mem
ber of Baptist Hospital board of trustees 
and a past chairman of the board. He also 
was an executive committee member and 
past chairman of the Southern Baptist Foun
dation.

He was a member and an honorary dea
con of Immanuel Church, Nashville.

Stevens was a former president of Stevens 
& Co., a management engineering and 
financial reorganization firm; chairman of 
the board of Gray & Dudley Co., and 
chairman of the Oak Corp. He was a for
mer member of the Nashville Area Cham
ber of Commerce.

The son of the late Philip Henry Stevens 
and Mrs. Misniah Stevens, he was a gradu
ate of Vanderbilt University School of En
gineering.

In 1926 Stevens was married to the for
mer Cornelia Folk, daughter of Edgar E. 
Folk, a former editor of the Baptist and 
Reflector, who survives. Other survivors in
clude a son, Lemuel B. Stevens Jr.; a daugh
ter, Mrs. Cornelia Stevens Cargile, both of 
Nashville.

Services were held Feb. 8 at Immanuel 
Church with David C. George, pastor, offi
ciating.
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FMB, USA officials discuss 
disaster relief procedures

Jan. SBC giving 
sets new record

WASHINGTON—Disaster response offi
cials in the U.S. Office of Foreign Disaster 
Assistance met here with Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board staff members and 
two field representatives to discuss infor
mation-sharing procedures and coordination 
of relief efforts.

The special briefing, to inform board staff 
members concerning the OFDA operation 
and planning procedures, was arranged by 
Bill Dalton, OFDA assistant director for 
planning and evaluation, and W. Eugene 
Grubbs, the board’s disaster response co
ordinator.

The OFDA, a division of the U.S. 
Agency for International Development 
(AID), coordinates relief efforts in response 
to natural disasters and needs relating to 
civil strife.

“We were warmly received,” Grubbs 
said. “I got the impression that OFDA 
officials feel good about Southern Baptist 
responses in terms of immediate action and 
type of response.” Previously, Paul Bell of 
the Latin America desk in the State Depart
ment, had commended Guatemalan relief 
efforts in a letter to James Harris of Fort 
Worth, president of the Foreign Mission 
Board.

While most relief agencies have repre
sentatives assigned only to relief, Southern 
Baptists operate through missionaries who 
have other primary responsibilities.

Although OFDA must have an official 
request from the U.S. embassy in a country 
when a disaster occurs in order to provide 
assistance from the U.S. government, the 
Foreign Mission Board is free to move into

Knoxville pastor retires, 
serves for 35 years

Kerr Wolfenbarger will retire from the 
pastorate of Mt. Harmony Baptist Church, 
Knoxville, effective Feb. 27 after more 
than 17 years as pastor of the church.

Wolfenbarger has spent 35 years in the 
ministry with three of them at Sharon 
Church, 15 years at North Knoxville 
Church, and the others were at Mt. Har
mony, all in Knox County Baptist Associa
tion.

The Knoxville pastor has served as 
moderator of the Knox County Baptist 
Association, trustee of East Tennessee Bap
tist Hospital, president of Knoxville Area 
Baptist Pastors’ Conference, and as vice 
president of the Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion.

He will reside at Powell and plans to do 
interim work.

disaster areas to determine needs and make 
appropriate response.

When a disaster occurs, the board’s office 
of disaster response makes immediate con
tact with OFDA and with Southern Baptist 
missionaries to compile as much informa
tion as possible concerning the event, in
cluding amount and type of aid needed 
immediately, Grubbs explained. Information 
concerning a disaster in a nation is chan
neled to OFDA from embassy sources. 
Missionaries report directly to the Foreign 
Mission Board. In catastrophies of major 
proportions, a survey team from the Foreign 
Mission Board staff is sent.

Foreign Mission Board representatives at 
the meeting were Charles W. Bryan, area 
secretary for Middle America and the Ca
ribbean; the two field representatives, A. 
Clark Scanlon and William W. Graves, from 
Bryan’s area; Harold E. Hurst, assistant to 
the medical consulitant; and Grubbs, W. L. 
(Wimpy) Smith, Myrtle Wells and Mary 
Mountcastle of the hunger relief and disaster 
response office. (BP)

'Turn, the Television Off Week,' 
Feb. 27-March 5, said gaining

SOUTHHAVEN, Miss.—A minister here 
urging a national boycott of television, Feb. 
27-March 5, to protest violence and the 
distorted image of sex shown on network 
programming, says response to his “Turn 
The Television Off Week” project has been 
widespread.

Donald E. Wildmon said, “We have re
ceived support from people and groups all 
across America. This is not a movement 
confined only to the Bible belt.

He said the project, which urges people 
to turn off their television during that week 
and publicize their actions, has drawn wide
spread national attention from politicians, 
news media, the networks, and religious 
groups. He estimated that 1000 churches, 
synagogues, and clubs were participating in 
the effort as of Feb. 3.

“The effort will not end with this week,” 
he told Baptist Press. “If the networks dont’ 
respond, the battle has just begun.”

Wildmon said he’s not asking for a mas
sive letter writing campaign, just that par
ticipants publicize their activities as widely 
as possible.

Wildmon, pastor of First United Meth
odist Church, Southaven, Miss., said also 
that Feb. 27, the first day of the effort, has 
been designated as a national day of prayer

NASHVILLE—Contributions through the 
national Southern Baptist Cooperative Pro
gram unified budget topped the $5 million 
mark in January—the first time that figure 
has been reached in one month in Southern 
Baptist Convention history.

Cooperative Program receipts from 33 
state or multi-state Baptist conventions, with 
churches in all 50 states, totaled $5,328,221 
in January. That’s a 9.4 percent above 
$4,870,138 given in January of 1976, ac
cording to Billy D. Malesovas, director of 
financial planning and assistant to the trea
surer of the SBC Executive Committee.

Total receipts for the month—the fourth 
month in the SBC’s 1976-77 fiscal year— 
totaled $12,098,673, including the Coopera
tive Progarm unified budget figure and 
another $6,770,452 in contributions desig
nated to specific causes.

For the year-to-date, the national level 
of the Cooperative Program has collected 
$17,256,458, an 11.5 percent rise over the 
same point in the 1975-76 fiscal year, when 
the total was $15,474,310. (BP) 

for network programmers and advertisers.
He urges people of all faiths to partici

pate, noting that he has had response from 
many religious groups, including Baptists, 
Catholics, and Jews.

Violence and sex on television has been 
drawing widespread attention from many 
areas.

Three examples indicate reactions: A 
Church of God body has called for a tele
vision boycott, April 11-18, the Southern 
Baptist Convention’s Christian Life Com
mission has conducted a series of hearings 
across the United States on television pro
gramming, and the 32,000-member Screen 
Actors Guild recently passed a resolution 
deploring excessive violence in television 
programming. (BP)

Thailand seminary now offers 
bachelor of divinity program

BANGKOK, Thailand—For the first time 
in its history Thailand Baptist Theological 
Seminary, located here, is offering a full 
bachelor of divinity program.

Twenty students are currently enrolled in 
the program, according to Mrs. Robert R. 
Stewart.
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Our People and Our Churches . . .
LEADERSHIP...

Gilbert Adams, pastor of Ninth Street 
Church, Erwin, resigned to accept the call 
as pastor of Glenwood Church, Kingsport. 
He succeeds Freeman Wright, who was 
pastor at Glenwood for 25 years. Adams is 
already on the new field.

Kenton First Church called Jack Webb 
as minister of music and youth. He comes 
from Westover Church, Jackson, where he 
occupied the same position. He is a student 
at Union University.

Otis L. Hinton resigned as pastor of 
Poplar Corner Church, Brownsville to ac
cept the call of Obion First Church.

Gallatin Road Church, Nashville, called 
Terry Mayo as minister of music and youth. 
He comes to Gallatin Road from Lakeview 
Church in Old Hickory. Frank Kemper is 
pastor.

Jim Holloway, Louisville, Ky., accepted 
the call as pastor of Greenwood Church, 
Union Association. He is already on the 
field.

Leroy Ervin is the new pastor of Greene 
Hills Church, Greeneville. A student at
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Carson-Newman College, he is a former 
pastor of Flag Pond Church, Flag Pond. He 
and his wife are living in the new pastorium 
purchased recently by the church.

Jackson First Church extended a call to
Joel Dun to serve as minister of music.
He accepted the call and begins his duties 
at the church this month. He is a graduate 
of Oklahoma Baptist University and South
western Baptist Theological Seminary 
School of Church Music. R. Trevis Otey is 
pastor.

Carroll Clark, pastor of Greenwood 
Church, Johnson City, resigned after 10 
years on that field.

Bobby Russell, pastor of Temple Church, 
Kingsport, resigned. He plans to reside in 
North Carolina.

Ronnie Torbett accepted the call as pas
tor at Zion Hill Church, McMinn Associa
tion.

Harold Bryant resigned as interim pastor 
at Clingan Ridge Church, Cleveland.

S. J. Evans resigned as music director 
at Clifton Hills Church, Hamilton County 
Association. Clifford Davis is pastor.

James E. Graves resigned as pastor of 
Johns Memorial Church, McDonald.

Larry Ricketts resigned as pastor of 
Lighthouse Church, Soddy.

Henry Hollar resigned as pastor of New 
Salem Church, Clinton Association, to ac
cept the call of a church in Hickory, N.C.

Donelson First Church called Jeff Clark 
as special assistant to the pastor. He is 
currently a student at Vanderbilt Law 
School. He has served as associate pastor 
at Grace Church in Nashville and at a 
church in Louisville. Ralph Harris is pastor 
of the Donelson church.

Ronnie Bright is the new youth and edu
cation director at Churchwell Avenue 
Church, Knox County Association.

In Chilhowee Association, Kagley’s 
Chapel called Paul Long as pastor.

Maple Grove Church, Maryville, called 
Bill Reed as pastor. Alexander Nisbet 
served as interim pastor.

In Campbell County Association, East 
Jacksboro Church called Everett Gaylor as 
pastor. He was pastor of Indian Creek 
Church and a former pastor at East Jacks
boro.

Indian Creek Church, Jacksboro, called 
Bill Wilson as pastor.

PEOPLE...
Buck Morton began his fifth year as pas

tor of Camden First Church earlier this 
month.

Paul Clark observed his 10th anniversary 
as pastor of Calvary Church, Jackson, this 
month. Church members honored their pas
tor and his wife with a reception and 
several gifts.

Rockwood First Church ordained Carl 
Wilkerson as a deacon. Pastor Robert W. 
Campbell delivered the charges to the 
candidate and to the church. St. George 
Jones Jr. led the ordination prayer, and 
Joe Howard presented a Bible to the can
didate.

Plautt Lindsey, a member of Darden 
Church, Beech River Association, for many 
years, died recently. He was active in the 
work of the association, and at the time of 
his death was adult director of associational 
Sunday School work.

Mr. and Mrs. John R. Claypool, Belmont 
Heights Church, Nashville, celebrated their 
50th wedding anniversary at a reception at 
the church last Sunday. Pastor Bob Norman 
attended the reception.

Members of Ridgedale Church, Chatta
nooga, honored Mrs. Geneva Tate, who re
tired as church secretary after 26 years. A 
reception was given in her honor at the 
church. Kenneth C. Hubbard is pastor.

CHURCHES...
Elkmont Church, Bradley Association, 

has begun a Church Training division. 
Gail Scoggins is pastor.

Greeneville First Church is holding two 
morning worship services, according to pas
tor James Best.

Patterson Church, Concord Association, 
paid off the note on a fellowship hall addi
tion and held note-burning ceremonies. 
Gerald Maggart is pastor.

A grand symphony carillon, to be custom 
built by Maas-Rowe Carillons of Escondido, 
Calif., will be installed in the facilities of 
Brainerd Church, Chattanooga, sometime 
this spring, according to pastor J. Ralph 
McIntyre. The 246-bill carillon was pre
sented to the church in memory of Mrs. J. 
Ralph McIntyre and in honor of McIntyre 
by Mr. and Mrs. Amos Swanger and family.
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Woodmont laymen to rebuild 
Guatamala church structure

Laymen from Woodmont Church, Nash
ville, will rebuild the facilities of Damascus 
Church in Guatamala City which were de
stroyed by an earthquake last year. Fifteen 
of the 30 workers will leave Sunday for 
eight days. The remainder of the group will 
depart the following Sunday.

The project is being coordinated through 
the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board. 
Accompanying the Woodmont group will be 
Pastor Bill Sherman and Clark Scanlon, who 
has served as a missionary in Guatamala 
for 21 years and is currently residing in 
Nashville while on furlough.

The 30-member team will include phy
sicians and all types of construction workers 
—brick masons, carpenters, and electricians.

The Damascus Church was one of 16 
Baptist church buildings destroyed by the 
earthquake. In addition to construction on 
the church building, the men will assist in 
rebuilding homes in the area where approxi
mately 90 percent of the residences were 
severely damaged by the earthquake.

The men will camp at the work site.
Scanlon says that the church had no dif

ficulty enlisting men to donate their services 
for a week—in fact there is a waiting list. 
Transportation for the team is being funded

Church opens doors 
when schools close

Calvary Church of Erwin launched a new 
idea for these icy, snow-filled, energy- 
rationed wintery days when children can’t 
go to school! The church’s halls and Sunday 
School classrooms are filled and bubbling 
over with school children, grades kindergar
ten through 12, who come there from 9 
until 2 for a day of activities.

Not knowing whether there would be 
two or 20 the day after this was announced, 
the pastor and the five volunteer teachers 
were pleasantly surprised when 50 warmly- 
dressed youngsters showed up the first 
morning. During the first week the lives of 
84 children were touched in this effort to 
serve; and there was an average of 63 chil
dren in attendance the first week. The 
learning of Scriptures, games, film strips, 
movies, handcrafts, baking, choir rehearsals, 
times of sharing, and actual school class
room learning activities fill the days.

As one little girl said: “I just can’t wait 
until I get home to tell Steven what a good 
time we had, and I know he’ll want to come, 
too!” And Steven did come the next day, 
and each day since.

Calvary entered this project with the idea 
that this would be an opportunity for 
service to children and parents and will 
continue this effort as long as the oppor
tunity exists.

by surplus funds given by church members 
above the 1976 budget needs.

The team members participated in orien
tation sessions during recent weeks, so that 
they will be prepared to begin work im
mediately on arrival.

More than 20,000 Guatamalans were 
killed in the massive earthquake which hit 
that country Feb. 4, 1976.

4,500 SBC Kansas City rooms 
reported already reserved

KANSAS CITY—About 4,500 hotel and 
motel rooms out of 7,000 available rooms 
have already been assigned to persons at
tending the annual meeting of the Southern 
Baptist Convention here in June, according 
to Billy D. Malesovas of the SBC Executive 
Committee.

Malesovas said all downtown hotels are 
now full and that persons who want reserva
tions should move quickly to get accommo
dations in hotels relatively near the conven
tion center which were not full as of Feb. 8.

SBC housing reservations forms are avail
able from executive secretaries of state Bap
tist conventions. (BP)

Ga. evangelism leader dies
DUBLIN, Ga.—R. T. Russell, former 

secretary of evangelism for the Georgia 
Baptist Convention, died here Feb. 3 after a 
long illness. He was 81 years of age.

Russell led the Georgia Baptist evange
lism program from 1955-64. He had previ
ously been pastor in Georgia, Florida, and 
Kentucky. (BP)

TENNESSEE CLUB OFFICERS—Members of the Tennessee Club at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Louisville, Ky„ recently elected officers for this year. They are 
(left to right): Linda Dedmon (Brownsville), publicity co-chairman; Freeda Davis (Cleve
land), president; David Sellars (Lebanon), program chairman; Karla Buhl (Knoxville), 
social chairman; and Linda Tawzer (Chattanooga), publicity co-chairman. There are 174 
students from Tennessee enrolled at Southern seminary this year.

NC Baptists urged 
to conserve energy

RALEIGH, N. C.—Churches affiliated 
with the North Carolina Baptist State Con
vention have been urged to limit volun
tarily their night activities and preferably 
to schedule them during the early evening 
hours by Cecil A. Ray, general secretary
treasurer.

Ray issued his appeal in response to 
N. C. Gov. James Hunt’s proposals to con
serve energy throughout the state.

“Churches must take the lead as good 
citizens by turning down thermostats and 
limiting the number of night meetings dur
ing these times of energy crisis,” Ray said.

Ray also urged churches to use already 
heated facilities, like members’ homes, for 
meetings whenever possible.

“I am confident the churches will exer
cise rigid discipline, each one deciding how 
it will respond to the present crisis,” said 
Ray, “The role of the church during these 
times should be an accelerated one. Can
celing a church meeting at night is not cut
ting back on ministries. In fact scheduling 
church activities to fit the energy crisis is 
in itself a ministry to all citizens.”

Ray also called on Baptists to increase 
their helping ministries to people hurt by 
the cold weather.

Ray also said that personnel of the Bap
tist Building in Raleigh are responding to 
the energy crisis with 62 degree thermo
stats and a four-day work week which be
gan Feb. 7.

Meanwhile, Gardner-Webb College began 
operating on a four-day week effective Feb. 
7 as an energy conservation measure, ac
cording to Craven E. Williams, president. 
(BP)
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Gas station profits to go to Union
Memphis layman William “Bill” Gurley 

enjoys helping people while sharing his 
faith with those around him.

Strongly missions-minded, the West Ten
nessee oil executive recently announced 
plans to make a unique gift to Union Uni
versity in Jackson—he plans to open a 
service station there and donate all profits 
to the Baptist college.

“This is just my way of serving the Lord,” 
the Mississippi native said in an interview 
last week. “He’s blessed me in many ways 
and this is how I feel led to respond.”

Gurley, owner of Gurley Oil Company 
of Memphis, came up with the idea “about 
a year ago and made the proposition to the 
college officials. I explained what I wanted 
to do to help Christian higher education and 
before long the details were worked out and 
plans formulated.”

Union President Robert E. Craig, in ac
cepting the offer, said, “We are extremely 
pleased to receive this manner of support 
from Mr. Gurley. He is certainly a man of 
missions and we appreciate being considered 
worthy to receive this gift.”

The self-service station is to be formally 
opened Feb. 17 on Highland Ave. Though 
the business will be owned and operated by 
Gurley Oil Company, all profits will be 
donated to the college on a regular and con
tinuing basis.

“The purpose of the station, named ‘Oil 
City USA’, is not to see how much I can 
do for myself, but how much I can do 
for a worthy cause. There’s a tremendous 
amount of mission work to be done in our 
nation, and my company wants to have a 
part,” Gurley explained. He is a member 
of Ridgeway Church in Memphis.

The Memphian has made a habit of being 
sensitive to mission work opportunities and 
is currently involved in several projects 
other than his donation to Union.

Through his company Gurley personally 
seeks to aid struggling and deserving semi
nary students as the need arises and fre
quently supports various Christian organiza
tions. He has additionally begun a founda
tion to help with home missions and has 
one man, Ira Craft, working full-time on 
the field in Columbia, S.C. Both Craft and 
the Gurley foundation work closely with 
the Home Mission Board of the SBC.

“Ira helps in all phases of mission work 
from helping supply in revivals to con
struction of new churches on the field,” the 
oilman noted.

“As a Christian businessman I feel I have 
a responsibility to support the Lord’s work 
as much as possible. I very strongly believe 
in personal evangelism; as laymen we should 
all feel the great responsibility to share 
Christ with those around us.”

WILLIAM (BILL) GURLEY 
Gasoline-powered gift

Baptist missionaries said 'safe/ 
continuing work in Rhodesia

GATOOMA, Rhodesia—Southern Bap
tist Convention foreign missions leaders 
have expressed “shock” and “sorrow” at the 
slaying of seven Roman Catholic mission
aries in Rhodesia, Feb. 6, and report that 
all Southern Baptist missionaries in the 
country are safe and that their work is con
tinuing normally.

“We are all shocked, of course,” said 
Southern Baptist Missionary Edmond B. 
Moses Jr., during a Feb. 8 phone call to 
SBC Foreign Mission Board headquarters 
in Richmond. Moses, chairman of the 
organization of Southern Baptist missionaries 
in Rhodesia, added, however, that there has 
been no change of plans for Southern Bap
tist work.

In Richmond, Baker J. Cauthen, the 
board’s executive director, said, “The For
eign Mission Board extends our deepest 
sympathy in this hour of sorrow. We grieve 
with all who have been touched by this 
tragedy and pray that God may bless the 
families of those who have lost their lives 
and those who have lost their colleagues 
and their labor. We pray that God may 
bring out of this tragedy witness to His 
grace, love, and redeeming power.”

The Roman Catholic missionaries were 
lined up and shot at the St. Paul’s Mission

“That’s why I believe in helping our 
Baptist colleges . . . they’re just as im
portant a part of missions as other areas. 
As with other missions we’ve supported, 
we feel Union is doing a fine job of culti
vating strong Christian convictions in our 
future leaders.

“In addition to producing good students 
academically our Baptist colleges are also 
supplying us with citizens who can per
petuate Christianity in an increasingly non
Christian world,” Gurley explained. “We 
shouldn’t neglect them.”

“I’d like to see more Baptist businessmen 
become missions-minded in their own com
munity. The Bible doesn’t teach that I’m to 
be preoccupied with making all the money 
I can as quick as I can. It does teach it’s 
more blessed to give than to receive so 
we’re trying to return a portion of what 
Christ has given us,” he added.

“For that reason we will not open Sun
days,” the layman asserted.

“We want no credit or praise for what 
we’re doing in Jackson—we’re just trying 
to be faithful to Christ and meet needs 
where we see them.” 

in bush country on the Mangwende Tribal 
Trust Land about 40 miles east of Salisbury. 
Dunstan Myerscough, the only survivor, 
said black guerrillas were responsible for 
the killing of three Jesuits and four Domini
can nuns.

No Southern Baptist missionaries are 
stationed in the northeast area of the country 
where the killings took place. All Southern 
Baptist missionaries are in centers of popu
lation and communication, with the excep
tion of the Sanyati and Sessami stations, 
which are not in military operational areas.

Davis L. Saunders, the board’s area sec
retary for eastern and southern Africa, re
ported that phone calls had been received 
from two other African areas.

Edwin Lee Mason, a lay non-missionary 
volunteer serving for one year as business 
manager in Ethiopia, called from Addis 
Ababa to report that all board personnel in 
that country were safe and work was con
tinuing after an aborted coup.

Missionary Eucled Moore reported from 
Arusha, Tanzania, that there had been some 
inconvenience caused by Tanzania’s closing 
of its borders with Kenya. The action was 
taken after the East African Airways Corp., 
jointly operated by Kenya and Tanzania, 
was dissolved by Kenya. (BP)
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SBC Annuity Board trustees
told of progress, changes

DALLAS—The year 1976 will go down 
in the history of the Southern Baptist Con
vention’s Annuity Board as “one of the 
most important years in the areas of new 
policies and plans affecting retirement an
nuities,” Darold H. Morgan, board presi
dent, told trustees attending the agency’s 
59th annual meeting here.

Morgan pointed to “substantive changes 
in the church and agency retirement plans 
which we believe make them innovative, 
marketable and fully geared to meet the 
needs of our constituency for many years 
to come.”

He explained the Annuity Board 
launched a new “fixed income” retirement 
fund January 1, 1977, and continued prep
arations to open a new retirement plan 
for Southern Baptist ministers and church 
employees Jan. 1, 1978.

He also told trustees the board’s church 
insurance plans were “fully evaluated with 
far-ranging administrative changes result
ing.”

Changes in church insurance plans re
sulted in an overall premium increase of 15 
percent—a figure significantly less than the 
35 percent feared imminent last October, he 
said.

He said other key accomplishments in
clude change in annuity rates from four to 
six percent, which means larger retirement 
benefits; issuance of the “13th check” to 
annuitants for the 11th time; and gearing 
up for a major communications thrust called 
“route 10,” the “now way” for financial 
security for the new program.

A catalog “do-it-yourself” firm received 
the following letter from one of its cus
tomers.

“I built a birdhouse according to your 
stupid plans, and not only is it much too 
big, it keeps blowing out of the tree. Signed, 
Unhappy.”

The firm replied: “Dear Unhappy: We’re 
sorry about the mix-up. We accidentally 
sent you a sailboat blueprint. But if you 
think you are unhappy, you should read the 
letter from the guy who came in last in the 
Yacht Club regatta in a leaky birdhouse!”

* * *
Many fathers want their children to have 

things they didn’t have, like straight A’s on 
report cards. 

♦ * *
The trouble with being punctual is that 

nine times out of ten, there’s nobody around 
to appreciate it.

In the report, the trustees learned funds 
held in trust (assets) again reached record 
proportions: $472,218,669, an increase of 
more than $71,066,728 over 1975. The 
Annuity Board administers these funds for 
about 45,000 participants in church and 
agency retirement plans.

Morgan noted the board added 840 new 
annuitants to its rolls in 1976. There were 
429 age, 162 widow, and 84 disability an
nuitants, as well as 74 education benefici
aries and 91 who received child benefits. 
(BP)

Turning the first spade of dirt at ground
breaking ceremonies for Nashville’s Grace 
Church recently was Mrs. Maggie Lea Wil
loughby, who holds membership in the 
church for the most years. Assisting her is 
pastor Fred E. A. Johnson. The $1 million 
structure will be located on Old Hickory 
Blvd, at Brick Church Pike.

Grace church breaks ground
for $1 ii illion structure

Members of Grace Church, Nashville, 
broke ground on a ten-acre site recently for 
its new $1 million dollar building. The 
edifice will be located on Old Hickory Blvd, 
at Brick Church Pike, about seven miles 
from the church’s present location on 
Lischey.

The ground breaking took place follow
ing a Sunday morning worship service. 
Members of the church comprised a 100-car 
procession from the old church in northeast 
Nashville to the new site to participate in the 
ceremonies.

According to pastor Fred. E. A. Johnson, 
the new facilities will contain a 1000-seat 
auditorium, educational unit, library, and 
activities building with full gymnasium. 
Kennon Construction Co., Nashville, will 
serve as general contractor. Completion is 
scheduled for late this year or early 1978.

Members of the property development 
committee of the church include: Paul 
Roberts, Kenneth Petty, Gene Phillips, 
Barbara Howell, Bill Crook, and Sterling 
Bridges.

CHURCH FURNITURE 
From Factory to Church 

RAINSVILLE CHURCH PEW 
COMPANY

Route No. 1, Box 405
Rainsville, Ala. 35986

Phone 205-638-2467 or 638-3882 
Also we upholster old pews.
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EDITORIALS

Weather crisis calls for faithfulness
The “Cold War of 1977” was not waged against ideologies 

—but against the bitter cold weather that has repeatedly 
assaulted most of the nation. The frigid temperatures are 
bringing many difficulties into the lives of our citizens.

Many families will have economic pressures caused by 
larger-than-normal utility bills. Not only has the cold weather 
called for increased fuel, but also some utility companies are 
increasing their rates because of the difficulty in securing these 
fuels.

As we despair over our personal heating bills, we must also 
consider what financial burdens these cold days have placed on 
our churches and our Baptist institutions.

Some pastors have reported their churches’ heating bills are 
almost double the same month of last year. Our Tennessee 
Baptist institutions—children’s homes, hospitals, and schools— 
are facing similar situations. Southern Baptist ministries and 
schools are also feeling the utility cost crisis.

At the same time of these increased operating expenses, many 
churches have cooperated with local officials by curtailing 
services and other activities. Some services were cancelled 
completely; others were shortened.

Also, bad weather brings icy roads and increased illness— 
both of which have an adverse influence on church attendance.

Your church may be facing financial frustration for two 
results of the cold weather: (1) large, unanticipated utility bills 
and (2) an unbiblical concept by some church members who do 
not contribute unless they attend.

THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS 
SHOULD INFLUENCE THE WORDING 
OF OUR LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT*

OF LASTING CONSEQUENCE

We commend many Tennessee Baptist church members who 
recognize that their tithes and offerings should go to their 
churches—whether or not they can attend and whether or not 
church services are even held. The Scripture, “The tithe is the 
Lord’s,” is not dependent on the weather report.

However, some members have the attitude that they give only 
when they attend. Unless they are confronted by an offering 
plate, they somehow feel that they are exempt from con
tributing.

Churches often face this “no come, no give” problem during 
summer vacation times. Now, weather has made it a winter 
problem as well.

May we urge you to be faithful financially to your church 
and its program. You don’t have to wait until Sunday to catch 
up—your tithe and offerings can be mailed today. Perhaps 
some who are regular tithers will recognize the need for 
additional finances to meet these unexpected needs and decide 
to give an additional gift this week.

God’s people will be concerned that no crisis will handicap 
the work of His church.

Valuable asset
By Robert E. Craig, President, 

Union University, Jackson
Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse—money, time, and 

talents, too. That’s great, necessary, Scriptural, and is essential for 
our missions programs to prosper. But if we stop there, aren’t we 
forgetting an even more valuable asset?

Before Abraham gave his tithe to the Lord through Melchizedek, 
our Heavenly Father chose him to be the physical father of the 
Jewish and Arabian peoples and the spiritual grandfather of Chris
tians because, as stated in Genesis 18:19a, “For I know Abraham, 
that he will command his children and his household after him, 
and they shall keep the way of the Lord. . . .”

Southern Baptists need to tithe money, time, and talents, but 
even more we must be faithful stewards of our children. If disaster 
came and all of our physical properties were destroyed, we would 
rebuild. Even if our Southern Baptist organizations as they now 
exist would cease to operate, we could re-group and go forward for 
the Lord. But if we do not properly care for our young people, one 
generation untrained for Christianity could mean no more Southern 
Baptist witness and a great loss for Christian causes.

Our Sunday Schools, Training Unions, Girls in Action, Royal 
Ambassadors, and other youth organizations are among the world’s 
best. But so very often when a young person reaches the most de
cisive time in his life, 17 to 22 years of age, his Christian educa
tion is neglected. It is not true that a child makes a majority of 
his most important decisions by the time he is six or 12 years of 
age. A young person must decide who his master will be, what 
occupations or profession to prepare for, and who his life’s com
panion will be, and these decisions are usually made during the 
latter adolescent and early adult years.

Because of these decisions, we must see that our Baptist young 
people attend Christian colleges. There they can be guided by born 
again, competently trained faculty members. One only has to visit 
a Christian college and then a non-Christian campus to see the 
great difference in academic, spiritual, and social activities.

After our own souls, the most important possessions we have 
are our Christian young people. Therefore, we must be faithful 
stewards by religiously educating them in our local church organi
zations and in our Baptist colleges.
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Cicero’s

comment

By the editor
Cicero was invited to a press conference 

to announce the publication of a new book 
on ministry to the ill. At the session were 
the co-authors of the new volume, Pastor 
Hale Fellows and Pastor Win Mett, who 
had written the new literary masterpiece, 
“Everything You Always Wanted to Know 
About Hospital Visitation, But Were Afraid 
to Ask, and Thus Remove Your Excuses 
for Not Knowing How to Visit”

“The important thing is to be cheerful— 
have the same attitude that you have in the 
hallway at a Baptist convention or all
church picnic,” Fellows offered.

“It is important to have some jokes. Un
less you can get the patient to laugh, you 
have failed. This is especially true after 
surgery; laughter helps stretch the stitches 
for faster healing.”

Hale cautioned that visits should not be 
cut too short, although many patients—out 
of thoughtfulness—will insist that “you 
move along on your busy schedule.”

“After all, if you leave, these patients 
have nothing to do but rest!”

Commenting on the need to encourage 
patients, Fellows said to often repeat the 
phrase, “I know how you feel.” If the pa
tients don’t seem to believe you, tell them 
how tired you are, how your feet hurt, or 
about your arthritis. “This will also let the 
patient know how grateful he should be that 
you came.”

Another encouraging tactic is to tell them 
about other church members who are sicker 
than they are.—OR how much sicker they 
might be in the future.

“Assure them that they should not wor
ry about their jobs, making a statement like, 
‘They’ve learned to get along without you’ 
or ‘Your boss said he didn’t care if you 
ever come back.’ ”

Mett suggested that you take them some
thing to eat, since hospital food is rather 
bland. Possibilities include peanuts, cotton 
candy, and Mexican food.

The counselors said that the visitors 
should offer to help by arranging for an 
attorney to update his will; finding a new 
insurance agent, since his policy might be 
cancelled, or contacting a real estate agent 
so his home can be sold to pay the bill.

In closing the discussion of successful 
visitation techniques, Hale Fellows said he 
always uses this sure-fire line, “You lucky 
thing—lying here in this nice bed with all 
these beautiful nurses looking after you!”

to Sdctoz . . .
Letters on any religion-related subject are welcomed. Letters of over 300 words 
will not be used. Other letters may be shortened at the discretion of the editor. 
No unsigned letters will be printed, but writer’s name will be withheld for 
sufficient reason.

Influence of a pastor
Dear editor:

God has used three persons to exercise 
a profound effect on my spiritual life: a 
saintly mother, a truly great wife, and a man 
who served as my pastor during college 
days. It is the last of these I wish to write 
about.

“Preacher” E. F. Hallock was my pastor 
when I was a student at the University of 
Oklahoma and set my steps right in the way 
of Bible reading, promises, and prayer. He 
served as pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Norman, Okla., for 46 years and only eter
nity will reveal the thousands of OU stu
dents who received the deeper note in their 
lives through his ministry.

There is a new book entitled Preacher 
Hallock by E. F. Hallock with a foreword 
written by LeRoy Ford of Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. This book would be 
a priceless addition to any believer’s library. 
I would urge any person with a hunger for 
the deep things of God to buy this book 
which sets forth the way of life of a man 
who has been likened to David Brainerd 
or George Mueller of Bristol fame.

Bill Delaney, pastor
Highland Park Baptist Church 
Columbia, TN 38401

Brainwashed Baptists
Dear editor:

I could not believe such an article as 
“Russian Baptists declare no religious per
secution” (Jan. 27) would be printed in the 
Baptist and Reflector. Nor that these two 
men from the AUCECB would be allowed 
to come to Southern seminary campus and 
make the statements that they did.

True, there are churches of all denomina
tions in the Soviet Union. However, the 
State appoints the pastors and controls what 
they preach. Also, one must be 18 years old 
before he can even attend a church. I would 
also ask has anyone heard of great revival 
meetings in the Soviet Union with many 
being won to the Lord?

The statements quoted from these two 
men showed plainly that they are being 
brainwashed into thinking that the govern
ment is always right.

A missionary from Rhodesia recently 
visited our church and stated that Rhodesia 
needs our prayers because of the commun

ist infiltration. Yet these two members of 
the AUCECB say that the persecution is 
based on political reasons alone. If it is not 
persecution, it is suppression. What else 
could it be called when a country does not 
allow Christian missionaries or Bibles into 
that country?

I feel that a stand must be taken for those 
members of the CCECB, our brothers and 
sisters in Christ, who are held in prisons be
hind the Iron and Bamboo Curtains. We 
must pray for them, their countries, and 
their fellow countrymen, that all may be 
released from the bonds of slavery that now 
holds them.

Billy Ray Mills
100 Dirl St.
Jefferson City, TN 37760

I am told by an official of the Baptist 
World Alliance who has spoken in several 
Soviet churches that these churches are free 
to choose their pastors, but the pastor must 
have the “tolerance” of the government to 
continue. The pastor is free to preach what 
he wishes, but he cannot make subversive 
statements (nor can any citizen, for that 
matter).

In Russia the age of 18 is the legal age. 
No one can join a church or most other 
organizations until he reaches this age. 
Those under 18 can and do attend church 
services and participate in these services. 
Many Soviet Baptist churches have youth 
choirs and youth orchestras, (editor)

Hospital helpers lost
Dear editor:

In the past few weeks, we have lost two 
great Baptist ministers in the Nashville area.

J. O. Carter, associate pastor at Una, died 
on Dec. 10, and L. W. Hart followed on 
Jan. 16. Hart was associate pastor at Locke
land at the time of his death.

As a volunteer at VA Hospital in Nash
ville, I worked closely with both of these 
fine men. Carter was chief of chaplains, and 
Hart was his assistant (1972-74).

I can only say their Christian influence on 
myself and many others is a living memorial 
to these great sons of God.

Troy Oswell
107 33rd Ave. South 
Nashville, TN 37212
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Jesus and the Spirit's Power
By Herschel H. Hobbs

“And Jesus returned in the power of 
the Spirit into Galilee.”—Luke 4:14

While all the Gospels teach it, Luke 
places the greatest emphasis upon the work 
of the Holy Spirit in Jesus’ ministry. He 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit (Luke 
1:35). At His baptism the Spirit in bodily 
form as a dove came upon him (Luke 
3:22). Thus He was anointed by the Spirit 
for His ministry (Luke 4:183. He resisted 
temptation in the Spirit (Luke 4:1). He 
worked in the Spirit’s power (Luke 4:14). 
He never worked a miracle until after the 
Spirit came upon Him. He went to the 
cross in the Spirit (Heb. 9:14). He was 
raised from the dead by God’s power 
through the Spirit (Rom. 1:4).

It is impossible for us by reason alone 
to understand the union of Deity-Humanity 
in Jesus of Nazareth. The Bible teaches it, 
and we must accept it by faith. In His 
humanity Jesus fully identified Himself with 
man, apart from sin. So He voluntarily ac
cepted the limitations of human flesh. This 
is not an expression of His weakness but of 
His strength. It was necessary if He was 
to be man’s Savior. The Spirit of God is a 
person of the Godhead sent forth to do 
God’s work. So He worked in Jesus as He 
provided redemption for a lost humanity.

This should not be construed to mean 

is hindrance comes

Park Baptist Church in Memphis,

| One of the great hindrances to 

one’s knowledge of His will. Removing
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believer’s union with Christ.
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that Jesus was/is any less God. As the 
Spirit works for the Father, so He worked 
through the Son. So that the triune God is 
involved in effecting God’s redemptive pur
pose. Romans 8:9 calls the Holy Spirit the 
Spirit of both God and Christ.

Before His death Jesus promised that the 
Spirit would come upon His followers in a 
special way (John 14:16-18, 26; 16:7-14). 
He does not point to Himself but to Jesus. 
Any system of religion which magnifies the 
Holy Spirit above Jesus is not of the Holy 
Spirit (see I John 4:1).

Prior to His ascension Jesus told His 
disciples to wait in Jerusalem until they got 
themselves clothed (true reading of Luke 
24:49) with power from on high (see Acts 
1:8). Thereafter, He would work in them as 
He had done in Jesus (see “began” in Acts 
1:1). Throughout Acts the Spirit is seen 
working through Christians. He still does 
the same today.

The Holy Spirit did not come to replace 
Jesus. He is Jesus in spiritual power in
dwelling His churches (Matt. 28:20; Rev. 
1:13-20). He is present today. And His 
churches will achieve only to the degree that 
they submit to His power. If we depend 
upon man, we get only what man can do. 
If we rely upon the Holy Spirit we get 
what God in Christ can do. Herein lies the 
greatest need of our churches.

Devotional

Friendship with God
By Edith Gallaher

Route 2, Box 5, Waynesboro, Tennessee
As Baptists, we very frequently use the 

terms “relationship to God,” referring to re
generation which makes one a child of God 
for time and eternity, 
and “fellowship with 
God” referring to un
broken communion of 
the child of God with his 
Heavenly Father.

But do we often think, 
or speak, of Friendship 
with God? We may think 
it irreverent, impractical, 
or impossible, but ac
cording to the Scriptures 
it is none of these.

In Isaiah we find God speaking of 
“Abraham My friend”. And how does one 
arrive in such an honored position? Jesus 
states in John, Amplified Translation: “You 
are My friends if you keep on doing the 
things which I command you to do.”

Then to qualify for the appellation, 
“Friend of God,” obedience must be the 
habitual pattern of the life of the child of 
God.

The tendency of the old Adamic nature 
is to disobey, and frequently a believer en
deavors to please God by sacrifice instead 
of obedience. But this is unacceptable. For 
I Samuel declares: “Behold to obey is 
better than sacrifice, and to hearken than 
the fat of rams.” Obedience was in force 
before the national sacrificial system, ac
cording to Jeremiah!

Obedience is not always easy. It was not 
easy for Abraham to rise early in the morn
ing and begin the journey to Mt. Moriah, 
where God had told him to offer Isaac as a 
burnt offering. It was not easy for Ezekiel 
to forbear mourning for his wife and stead
fastly follow his instructions.

It was not easy for Peter to follow his 
risen Lord when he already knew the price 
of obedience.

We obey Him because we love Him. And 
we love Him because He first loved us. In 
II Peter He tells us that He has bestowed 
upon us all that we need to live a life of 
godliness, and this is to the extent and 
degree that one may be called “the friend 
of God.”

Mrs. Gallaher serves as Woman's Missionary 
Union mission support chairman for Indian Creek 
Baptist Association and teaches a ladies’ Sunday 
School class at Leatherwood Church.

FIBER GLASS BAPTISTRIES
Repair Old and Build New 

Call 373-0710 or Write
ASHBAUGH FIBER GLASS

P.O. Box 22894, Nashville, Tenn. 37202
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By Jim Griffith
Extremely cold weather, resulting in a shortage of natural gas, has forced the lowering 

of thermostats to such an extent that many cold-natured Christians are wondering if 
they are not members of “God’s frozen race.”

Of course, all those fortunate enough to have fireplaces and wood to burn have again 
discovered that “there is no fuel like an old fuel.”

Still, as long as this crisis exists, all Christians should be reminded of the stewardship of 
responsibility: making the most and best of the least that we have.

With the wants of people increasing and supplies diminishing, perhape we need to 
adopt the system used by a nurse in admitting new patients to the hospital.

As the patient is shown to a room, in an effort to relieve any anxiety, she remarks: 
“Now we want you to be happy and enjoy yourself while here, so if there is anything 
you want that we haven’t got, let me know and I’ll show you how to get along without 
it.”

Bible Puzzle
Answers on Page 14
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37 38 39 40 41

42 1 ■■ 45 46

47 ■

50
• H£

1 Father of Canaan 
(Gen. 9:18)

4 “which is — better” 
(Phil. 1:23)

7 “— them in pieces” 
(Mic. 3)

11 Fish
12 Roof border
13 It is of God

(1 John 4:7)
14 Haven: abbr.
15 Brazilian coffees
16 Augur
17 Beware of them 

(Phil. 3:2; 2 words)
20 Period of usefulness: 

poss.
22 Sediment
23 Join
24 “Spirit like a —” 

(Mark 1:10)

ADVERTfSEMENT

Don’t blame your age 
for poor hearing
Chicago, Ill.—A free offer of 
special interest to those who 
hear but do not understand, 
words has been announced bv * 
Beltone. A non-operating 
model of the smallest Beltone 
aid of its kind will be given 
absolutely free to anyone 
answering this advertisement.

True, all hearing problems 
are not alike . . . and some 
cannot be helped, but many 
can. So—if you have trouble 
hearing—send for this non
operating model now. Wear 
it in the privacy of your own 
home to see how tinv hearing 
help can be. It’s yours to keep, 
free. The actual aid weighs 
less than a third of an ounce, 
and it’s all at ear level, in one 
unit.

These models are free, so 
we suggest you write for yours 
now. Again, we repeat, there 
is no cost, and certainly- no ob
ligation. Thousands have al
ready been mailed, so write 
today to Dept. 4607 Beltone 
Electronics, 4201 W. Victoria 
St.. Chicago, Ill. 60646.

26 Tons per day: abbr.
29 Greedy ones
30 Greeting
31 Chinese communist
32 Compass reading: 

abbr.
33 Border of Asher 

(Josh. 19:26)
34 Age
35 O.T. book: abbr.
36 of the eye” 

(Psa. 17)
37 “eat the----- ”

(1 Cor. 11)
42 Musical instrument
43 American Indian
44 Negro people of the 

Niger delta
47 Girl’s name
48 “we have not — this 

power” (1 Cor. 9:12)
49 N.T. book: abbr.
50 And others
CRYPTOVERSE

51 Girl of song
52 Japanese outcast 

class

DOWN

1 The king or queen: 
abbr.

2 Defense weapons: 
abbr.

3 The Lord (Psa. 91:2;
2 words)

4 “— of the grace of 
God” (Heb. 12)

5 “----- unto the Lord” 
(Isa. 19)

6 “I am —” (Luke 16)
7 “a — of covetous

ness” (1 Thess. 2)
8 “Go — to thy 

friends” (Mark 5)
9 Word before work 

or weight
10 Enclosures
12 Goddess of discord
18 Animal doctors
19 Ankara
20 Winds
21 Wading bird
24 Paul’s destination 

(Acts 9:3)
25 Eggs
26 “----- of blood” 

(Matt. 27)
27 By the sheep market 

(John 5:2)
28 Twine
31 Verde or Ferrat
33 “sitting upon an —” 

(Matt. 21)
35 Goal
36 Copied
37 “The — Eagle”
38 Death notice
39 Roll
40 Minor or Major
41 Rind
45 Tittle’s companion 

(Matt. 5:18)
46 Palm leaf: var.

Drexel
Church Furnishings

Pews, Pulpit and Chancel Furniture
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Today’s Cryptoverse clue: R equals U
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Baptist Joint Committee head 
repeats attack on IRS ruling

WASHINGTON—The executive direc
tor of the Baptist Joint Committee on Pub
lic Affairs here has again attacked a ruling 
by the Internal Revenue Service for its 
attempted definition of an “Integrated Aux
iliary of a Church.”

CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION 
RECOGNIZES

• All truth is from God

• Education is for the total 
person

• Excellence in education is 
required

• Each student is a person of 
worth

• All vocations must be 
Christian

Observe 
Baptist Seminary,

College, and School Day

February 20, 1977

Sponsored by
Education Commission, S.B.C.

460 James Robertson Pkwy. 
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

In an article on “The Churches and the 
IRS” in the February issue of Report From 
the Capital, James E. Wood Jr. charges that 
the government through the IRS regulation 
has entered the religious realm that consti
tutionally has been reserved to the churches 
alone.

The focal point of Wood’s objection, ac
cording to his article, is that “The IRS has, 
in effect, arrogated to itself the highly ques
tionable role of determining what is and 
what is not ‘religious’ activity of church 
agencies and institutions. In doing so, the 
IRS has violated both the letter and the 
spirit of the First Amendment,” he said.

“The IRS regulation on ‘Integrated Aux
iliary of a Church’ must be regarded as a 
serious encroachment of government on re
ligion and an exercise of political authority 
totally unacceptable to the churches,” Wood 
declared.

The IRS, in the Jan. 4 Federal Register, 
published its official rule defining an “In
tegrated Auxiliary of a Church.” In doing 
so the IRS claims that it is merely carrying 
out the mandate imposed by Congress in 
the Tax Reform Act of 1969.

In 1969, Congress used the term, “Inte
grated Auxiliary of a Church,” for the first 
time in legislative history. Neither the 
churches nor legislation had previously used 
this expression to describe church-related 
agencies. IRS says that since this is a new 
term in tax law, it must be defined. The 
churches, on the otherhand, say that in 
attempting such a definition the govern
ment is invading the exclusive domain re
served for religion itself.

The IRS rule says that an organization’s 
principal activity must be “exclusively re-

SINGLE ADULTS
8 DAYS in HAWAII S598

Charter Jet from LOUISVILLE—May 7 or 
ATLANTA—May 14

8 Fun-filled days in a Tropical Paradise
7 Nights at Sheraton-Princess Kaiulani 

Hotel on Waikiki
Optional: Morning Seminars on Coping with 

Life as a Single from a Christian Per
spective

A Holiday and a Spiritual Renewal for. you 
in fellowship with other Christian Single 
Adults

MAKE RESERVATIONS NOW — SPACE 
LIMITED — PHONE OR WRITE TODAY 
Kathy Dehoney, Director, Christian Recrea

tional Holidays, 2103 High Ridge Rd., 
Louisville, KY 40207

Phone (502) 896-2745

ligious” if it is to be considered an “Inte
grated Auxiliary of a Church.” It then says 
that it will not be considered to be exclu
sively religious if that activity is educa
tional, literary, charitable, or of another 
nature (other than religious).

Church-related organizations that are not 
classified by IRS as an “Integrated Church 
Auxiliary” will be required to file Form 
990 annually. “It should be noted,” Wood 
points out, “that Form 990 would require 
information relating to annual income, ex
penditures, and salaries and that this in
formation would be available to the press 
and any other persons requesting it.

“Inevitably,” he continued, “the regula
tion would impermissibly entangle the state 
in the affairs of the churches. The informa
tional returns would provide a basis for 
audit and a concomitant mandate to moni
tor the internal affairs of the churches.”

The IRS regulation cited examples of 
church-related organizations that are not 
to be considered “Integrated Auxiliaries of 
Churches.” They are a hospital, a school, 
an orphanage, and a university.

“Interestingly enough,” Wood observed, 
“parochial schools are exempted under the 
discretionary power of the secretary of the 
Treasury.”

“The churches’ acceptance of the regula
tion would be tantamount to their accept
ance of the authority of the state to define 
the role and mission of the churches,” he 
continued. He was emphatic that under the 
Constitution, as interpreted by the Supreme 
Court, “Each church is the sole source of 
the definition of its mission and the church 
alone is capable of determining those agen
cies or auxiliaries which are integral to that 
mission.”

Michigan pastor accepts 
call to east Tennessee

Yadon Howard was called as pastor of 
Underwood Grove Church, Cumberland 
Gap Association. He has been a pastor in 
Tennessee and Michigan for 28 years, but 
was on health disability recently due to a 
heart attack.

His last pastorate was Monroe Missionary 
Church, Monroe, Mich.
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FMB meeting emphasizes 
more laymen involvement
RICHMOND—By the end of a two-year 
period ending in December, 1977, the 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board 
hopes to have involved some 3,000 volun
teer lay personnel in short-term projects 
overseas, members of the board were told 
here.

About 1,500 such lay volunteers went 
overseas last year, and an equal number is 
expected in 1977, Executive Director Baker 
J. Cauthen pointed out. The volunteers will 
work alongside more than 2,700 Southern 
Baptist missionaries in strengthening South
ern Baptist outreach.

The board is moving toward rapid esca
lation of its involvement of lay volunteers 
around the world, Cauthen said. He noted 
that three programs at the Foreign Mission 
Board which work with lay volunteers— 
medical missions, evangelism and church 
development, and the laymen overseas of
fice—are coordinating their efforts in a 
program which is “achieving something of 
even greater significance than most of us 
now realize.”

The emphasis on lay volunteers came as 
the board invited three couples and two 
former missionary journeymen to spend a 
year assisting mission work in places 
stretching from the Baptist Spanish Pub
lishing House in El Paso to such distant 
points as Zambia, Thailand, and the Philip
pines.

In other action, the board expressed sym
pathy to the families and fellow workers of 
seven Roman Catholic missionaries slain 
Feb. 6 in Rhodesia. Board members also 
authorized early release of $166,300 in 
1976 Lottie Moon Christmas Offering funds 
for 14 urgently needed projects and ap
propriated $112,200 from relief funds.

The Foreign Mission Board also voted to 
give up its 15-month attempt to obtain visas 
for missionaries to enter the island of Ma
dagascar off the East Coast of Africa and 
turned instead to open new work in 
Rwanda, also in East Africa.

Mr. and Mrs. Earl R. Martin, who have 
been serving temporarily in Nairobi, Kenya, 
while awaiting a visa to Madagascar, will 
go to Rwanda, a small but heavily popu
lated country of some three million people 
located between Zaire and Tanzania.

Southern Baptists have been invited to

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR 
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the country by the Rwanda Baptist Union 
and Danish Baptist missionaries now serv
ing there, according to Davis L. Saunders, 
area secretary for Eastern and Southern 
Africa.

Cauthen also announced that plans are 
being made for a fact-finding meeting in 
Nashville, Feb. 23, on the proposal made 
at the Southern Baptist Convention last 
year to accept some 36 churches and cha
pels in the western provinces of Canada 
into the SBC.

A Foreign Mission Board committee will 
meet with representatives of the Northwest 
Baptist Convention and the Canadian 
churches, as well as representatives of the 
different Southern Baptist agencies which 
might be affected by such a move. The pro
posal was forwarded to Foreign Mission 
Board for study because it related to Bap
tist work outside the United States. (BP)

Former Tennessee pastor 
retires from Ohio church

Former Tennessee pastor J. Harold 
Stephens, pastor of Fairborn (Ohio) First 
Church, announced plans for his retirement, 
effective April 3. He plans to return to 
Tennessee and reside in Shelbyville.

A pastor in Tennessee for 28 years, he 
has led the Ohio church in various phases 
of growth for the past six-and-one-half years. 
While serving in the Volunteer state, he was 
president of the convention, a member of 
the executive board of the convention, a 
trustee on the founding board of trustees 
for Baptist Hospital, and a trustee of the 
Baptist Sunday School Board. He was pastor 
of Inglewood Church in Nashville for 20 
years and Cookeville First Church for eight 
years. The remainder of his 42 years in the 
ministry were spent in Florida and Mis
sissippi.

Stephens and his wife, Janie, plan to 
move to Shelbyville the first week in April.

JOIN A CHRISTIAN TOUR GROUP
June 27 - July 11, 1977 

visiting 
Spain, Portugal, North Africa 

15 days — First Class — $1078 from N.Y. 
(Meet Southern Baptist Missionaries)

For Complete Details Write 
Ansell T. Baker 

First Baptist Church 
Athens, TN 37303

Mississippi 'Baptist Record' 
notes 100th anniversary
JACKSON, Miss.—The Baptist Record, of
ficial journal of the Mississippi Baptist Con
vention, is celebrating its 100th anniversary 
in 1977.

The paper, edited by Donald T. Mc
Gregor, is the fifth largest of 33 state papers 
of Southern Baptist-affiliated conventions 
covering 50 states. Eight of the 33 papers 
are more than 100 years old, including 
Georgia’s Christian Index, the oldest, which 
is in its 155th year.

The Baptist Record’s first editor was J. B. 
Gambrell, who edited the paper 1877-1896. 
A remarkable Baptist statesman, Gambrell, 
who had the distinction of serving as Rob
ert E. Lee’s personal scout during the Civil 
War, also served as a pastor, president of 
Mercer University, state superintendent of 
missions in Texas, editor of the Baptist 
Standard (publication of the Baptist Gen
eral Convention of Texas), professor at 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
and executive secretary for Texas Baptists.

McGregor is the paper’s ninth editor. 
Others have been J. A. Hackett, J. B. 
Searcy, T. J. Bailey, P. I. Lipsey, A. L. 
Goodrich, W. C. Fields (now public rela
tions director and assistant to the executive 
secretary of the Southern Baptist Executive 
Committee), and Joe T. Odle, who retired 
last year. (BR)

Clarksville church calls
Roger L. Oldham as pastor

Roger L. Oldham will begin his work as 
pastor of Little West Fork Church, Clarks
ville, Feb. 20. Oldham has served the past 
six years as minister of youth and music at 
Ormsby Heights Church, Louisville, Ky. 
Many of the families serving in the military 
at Fort Campbell, Ky. make up the mem
bership of the church. W. Fred Kendall has 
served as interim pastor of the Clarksville 
church since May 1976.
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UNIFORM SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, February 20,1977

Jesus transforms life
By W. Clyde Tilley

Acting Chairman, Department of Religion 
Union University,. Jackson, Tennessee

Basic Passages: Mark 8:34-38; Luke 19:1-10
Focal Passages: Luke 19:1-10; Mark 8:34-36

These lessons from the gospels present 
Jesus as a person of power. He never 
flaunted His power but always directed it 
against those forces in the world that are 
destructive and dehumanizing. He not only 
aligned Himself with those forces that are 
creative and constructive against these evil 
powers but posited Himself as the Leader 
and the Champion of those forces. This is 
His Kingdom: the awakening, the alliance, 
and the coordination of all powers that are 
creative and humanizing against those 
powers that are destructive and dehumaniz
ing to the end that God’s righteous power 
may hold unrivalled sway.

Power over demonic forces, power over 
disease, power over sin—the ultimate goal 
of it all is the transformation of life. This 
lesson gives both a picture of life being 
transformed and the paradox that is true in 
the transformation of life.
The Picture of a Transformed Life
(Luke 19:1-10)

Like a garment that is made to be “let 
out” so it can be worn by its owner at 
various stages of growth is this story of 
Zacchaeus. A favorite of little children who 
are intrigued with this “wee little man” to 
whom Jesus said “I am going to your house 
today!”, this simple story also contains pro
found truths yet to be learned by our adult 
world.

The profound but simple truth that we 
have been so slow to learn from this story 
is this: Hatred and rejection of others bring 
out the very worst in them. When we reject 
another because of something undesirable in 
him, our rejection of him simply tends to 
confirm, deepen, and perpetuate that un
desirability. On the other hand, love and 
acceptance of others bring out the very best 
in them. To love and accept another in spite 
of his imperfections creates the kind of 
situation in which a person can break out 
of the vicious circle of his compounded 
failures and his rejection. The warmth and 
acceptance he has been shown causes good 
to increase and flourish in his life.

How does this story demonstrate that 
truth? Tax collectors were among the most 
despised people among the Jews in the first- 
century Palestinian world. They were re
garded as traitors because they collected 
Roman taxes, a symbol of Jewish oppres
sion, from their fellow Jews. In addition, 
they were usually dishonest and greedy.

Zacchaeus must have been the most 
despised person in Jericho because he was 
chief tax collector. All of the rejection and 
ostracism he had received as a result of his 
disloyalty and greed had not made him any 
less disloyal or greedy. To the contrary, 
this rejection had no doubt worsened it. 
But observe what happened in response to 
Jesus’ show of interest and affection toward 
him.

Jesus could have chosen anyone out of 
the large crowd as the special object of His 
attention and love. He chose the most 
despised person in town who was isolated 
not only by his perch in the sycamore tree 
but by the common hatred of the town 
populace. Jesus chose to be a guest in his 
home in violation of a prevailing social 
custom (Mark 2:16) and drew the criticism 
of those present by doing so (v. 7). He 
called Zacchaeus by name (v. 5) and Zac
chaeus responded quickly and joyfully (v. 
6). He responded to Jesus’ loving acceptance 
of him with a startling gesture of generosity 
(v. 8). The punitive hatred of the people of 
Jericho had not even diminished his greed, 
but the redemptive love of Jesus trans
formed his greed into generosity.

Perhaps in a more striking way than 
anywhere else in all Scripture, the dynamic 
of love to transform life is shown. This is 
the way that God’s love serves to redeem 
and transform the life of the sinner who 
responds to Him in faith. This is the way 
that human love, especially when purified 
and placed in the service of divine life, 
can assist in liberating and transforming the 
lives of those toward whom it is extended. 
How we need to learn and apply this truth 
in such areas as family life, race relations, 
class consciousness, penal systems, and 
many others! To do so is transforming. To 
do less is sin!
The Paradox of a Transformed Life 
(Mark 8:34-36)

We have learned from the story about 
Zacchaeus that life is transformed in a re
sponse to God’s love. We now need to 
know more about the nature of our re
sponse to God’s loving call. This response 
is described for us here in the form of a 
paradox. (A paradox is a statement that 
appears to be contradictory but is true in 
experience.) Jesus’ paradox is that those 
who attempt to hold on to life for them
selves will lose it and those who are willing 

to hazard the loss of life for something 
worthwhile are the ones who find it (v. 35).

1. Saving life by losing it Jesus had just 
expressed the demands for being His fol
lower in terms of self-denial and taking up 
one’s cross (v. 34). Immediately before that 
he had declared his own intention to face 
suffering, rejection, and death by going to 
Jerusalem (v. 31), only to be rebuked by 
Peter for making this declaration (v. 32). 
It is against the backdrop of this experi
ence that Jesus affirms that it is necessary 
not only that he carry out the mission of his 
life in that way but also that all who are 
serious about being His followers do so. It 
was His contention that only those who 
take the risk of committing themselves to 
something beyond themselves shall find life. 
Furthermore, this “something beyond” must 
be for the sake of Christ and the gospel 
(the good news of His liberating Kingdom).

2. Losing life by saving it. The converse 
is also true. One loses his life when he un
dertakes to hold on to it too tightly. This 
is precisely what Peter had wanted Jesus to 
do. Jesus spoke of this person as one who 
“forfeits his life” (v. 36, RSV), not as one 
who “loses his soul” (KJV). The idea is not 
of one who lives his life in such a way 
(gaining the world) that it results just in his 
being lost in eternity. It is rather that one 
fails to live his life in the first place be
cause of his inability to see what life is all 
about. A team may forfeit a game by failing 
to show up for the contest. A person may 
forfeit his life for the same reason—never 
making the risk of losing the game (his life) 
and so never winning it.

Three men were scaling a high mountain. 
One slipped into a deep chasm below. One 
of the friends decided to risk his life by 
descending into the chasm to rescue his 
friend. The other, unwilling to abandon his 
life to the project, waited in sub-zero tem
perature above. Hours later, when the 
friend and his fallen buddy had completed 
their painstaking climb, they discovered the 
frozen body of the third party who had 
sought to save his life. In the attempt to 
save life, life is lost. In the willingness to 
lose life, it is found. And that, according 
to Jesus, is the way it always is.

“But if ye do not forgive, neither will 
your Father which is in heaven forgive 
your trespasses” (Mark 11:26).
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, February 20,1977

Rich young ruler, misplaced trust
By David C. George, Pastor 

Immanuel Baptist Church, Nashville, Tennessee

Basic Passage: Mark 10:17-27
Focal Passage: Mark 10:17-27

The story of the rich young ruler is 
amazingly contemporary. There were not 
many such people in biblical times. There 
are multitudes of them in our affluent so
ciety. Because the Bible focuses on the 
central issues of person’s lives, it becomes 
more relevant in each succeeding generation. 
Self-centeredness, materialism, and superfi
ciality will always be pitfalls of human 
existence, and the call to self-sacrificial ser
vice will always be the way to real life.

The Seeker Situation (Mark 10:17-20)
This man had money, power, and youth, 

but he did not have eternal life, the kind of 
life that comes when one is in full fellow
ship with God. The fact that he recognized 
his lack is to his credit. Many people are 
satisfied with money, power, and youth. 
They do not look any further—at least until 
they are in danger of losing their money, 
their power, or their youth.

The young man seems to have had a mild 
case of religion, enough to make him dis
satisfied but not enough to make him 
happy. Jesus’ response, “Why do you call 
me good?” seems to be addressed to this 
superficiality. Many seemingly religious peo
ple are satisfied to have a good church, a 
good pastor, a good teacher, without ever 
really coming to grips with the more ulti
mate question of God. Jesus is saying that 
such people need to look beyond the im
mediate religious situation and focus on the 
real utilmate concern of life, the God Who 
is holiness and love in action.

Having established this, Jesus started with 
him where he was, a characteristic of good 
spiritual leadership. He started with the 
basics, the fifth through the tenth command
ments. These deal with certain specific 
things a person should do and not do. 
Mostly they are negative commandments, 
the religious “no-no’s.” They are fairly easy 
to keep. They are good business to keep. 
Any respectable person would do so, until 
it becomes socially acceptable to break 
them, as in certain social, business and 
political circles in our own day. It is fairly 
easy to construct a “no-no” religion. It 
leaves you free in all the areas that are not 
specifically prohibited.

It is significant that Jesus did not include 
the first four commandments. These were 
the ones the young man had not kept—no 
other gods, no graven images, no taking 
God lightly, no disregard for the sacred 

stewardship of life symbolized by the sab
bath. These are harder to keep because they 
are ultimate. They include so much. The 
man’s problem was really related to God. 
He was his own god, and his money and 
power were the appropriate means for serv
ing this god.

Christ’s Challenge (Mark 10:21-22)
The young man’s approach was so pa

thetic, that Jesus experienced a rush of 
emotion. His heart went out to the man. He 
was so near and yet so far from the king
dom. The Master announced His diagnosis, 
“One thing thou lackest.” The rich young 
ruler must have wondered what that was, 
and many people still miss the point when 
they read the story. The one thing he lacked 
was God. He had no serious regard for Who 
God is or what demands the nature of God 
placed on him. He had phrased his question 
in terms of eternal life. Jesus phrased His 
answer in terms of the kingdom of God. 
Eternal life comes only when the authority 
of God is recognized and life comes to be 
controlled by Him.

Jesus challenged the young man to enter 
a life of discipleship. The number of verbs 
in verse 21 is indicative of how much is 
involved in such a life: go, sell, give, have, 
come, take, follow. Emphasis is placed on 
giving up his money because that was the 
particular form his idolatry had taken. The 
emphasis of Christ’s call will be different 
in different lives, but it will always be a 
call to kingdom obedience, cross bearing, 
and discipleship.

One thing we can say for this man, he 
seems to have understood the cost of dis
cipleship. He did not make the common 
mistake of accepting Christ on false pre
tenses, of bargaining for cheap grace. Jesus 
made it clear that it costs a lot to have 
eternal life and enter the kingdom. It costs 
everything. On those terms, the man decided
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he would rather have his possessions than 
to have eternal life. The choice is not 
usually so clearly stated. Many don’t seem 
to realize that they are deciding against 
Christ when they decide for selfishness and 
materialism, but that is what this story 
teaches.

God’s Hard Job (Mark 10:23-27)
Jesus followed up on this encounter for 

the disciples’ sake, and ours. He taught that 
it is extremely difficult for a rich man to 
enter the kingdom, or rather that it is im
possible for one who trusts in riches to enter 
the kingdom. This was contrary to common 
Jewish thought, in which wealth was a sign 
of God’s favor. It is also contrary to com
mon American thought, in which wealth is 
a sign of God’s favor.

This caused the disciples to ask, “Who 
then can be saved?” The answer is that, in 
terms of earning salvation, nobody. But in 
terms of the Gospel, anybody who receives 
God’s unmerited favor through Jesus Christ 
and is willing to respond to that grace by 
letting Christ be the Lord of his life. The 
question of possessions is secondary and 
relative. If they stand between you and a 
life of discipleship, they have to go. If you 
can use them to serve God and minister to 
the needs of people, He wants you to use 
them. Clearly, anything to which we attach 
value will always be a potential obstacle. 
The only way to deal with such things is to 
settle once and for all the question, “Who is 
Lord of my life?”
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New Orleans conference 
to highlight mission

New Orleans, the city in which the Home 
Mission Board has it’s largest missions em
phasis will host two great events during 
Feb. 18-20—Mardi Gras and the Student 
Missions Conference at the New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary.

Participants in the missions conference 
will be given a first-hand look at the work 
of the Home Mission Board and opportuni
ties to witness to the throngs of people who 
annually come to New Orleans for the 
Mardi Gras festivities.

The missions conference is 
designed to present a practical 
look at student involvement in 
missions. The program will in
clude sessions on topics such as 
“Getting to the Mission Field,” 
“God’s Wifi for My Life,” and 
others.

Program personalities will in
clude Glenn Ingleheart of the 
Home Mission Board, and Keith 
Parks of the Foreign Mission 
Board. Inspirational music will 
include the Stone Brothers of 
Samford University.

The Student Missions Confer
ence is a program for students 
and adults interested in service 
on the mission field.

Ui 
»On Matters of

Family Living
By Dr. B. David Edens 

Director, Marriage and Family Program 
Stephens College—Columbia, Missouri 65201

Protest Against Frauds
Older people are targets of the “con

fidence games” practiced by operators who 
are anxious to separate them from their 
money. A popular technique of this kind 
of fraud is the “bank examiner swindle.”

How it works: The swindler calls and 
tells you that shortages have been found in 
a number of accounts and the bank needs 
your help. It will pay a bonus if you help 
uncover a dishonest employee. You are told 
to withdraw a sum of money and wait at 
home for a further call. An “examiner” calls 
and tells you a “bank messenger” will pick 
up your money as “evidence” and give you 
a “receipt.” This occurs, but you never see 
your money again.

You can help people understand this 
“game” so that it does not occur. By realiz
ing that such frauds exist and using com
mon sense, you can help protect persons 
from serious financial loss.
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