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Revolutionize your world, 
Wilson tells young people

Young people attending the Tennessee 
Youth Evangelism Conference in Nashville 
last week-end were faced with questions 
regarding their salvation and their disciple
ship from James Wilson, principal speaker 
for the occasion.

In his opening message at Vanderbilt 
Memorial Gymnasium, the young Orlando, 
Fla. evangelist asked the youth why they 
were Christians. “There are a multitude of 
other religions around us,” he related, “but 
most of you have chosen to follow Christ, 
and you should know why.” He then 
elucidated on the Christian’s life as being a 
happier life, a harder life, and a holier life. 
“Jesus Christ in your heart will war against 
those things in your life that war against 
happiness,” he promised them.

In his final message, Wilson asked the 
young people to think about the greatest 
single problem in their Christian life. He 
then suggested that most of the problems in 
the life of a Christian stem from immaturity 
and stunted growth. “If Jesus Christ occu
pies a place in your life, what is that place 
and have you grown since your salvation 
experience?” he questioned.
No alternative to growth

Basing his message on II Peter 3:18, 
Wilson said that Peter gave Christians an 
imperative statement. “He told us to grow 
in grace and in knowledge. He didn’t give 
us an alternative or an option.”

Wilson went on to say that Christians 
ought to be revolutionary. “We have heard 
the message that men without Jesus Christ 
are lost,” he said. “If you believe that mes
sage, are you doing anything about it?” He 
attributed the failure of winning the world 
to Christ to the “sheepishness of the sheep,” 
and compared some Christian young people 
to Communist young people who are dedi
cated thoroughly to the cause of Commu
nism. He suggested a more faithful level of 
prayer and Bible study in the lives of the 
youth.

Complementing the call to boldness from 
Wilson was the summons to love from 
author and lecturer Ann Kiemel. “God and 
you and me and love can win the world,” 
Kiemel testified. She stressed that the main 
objective for a Christian should be to reach 
out and touch people in everyday life.

During her testimony, she recalled in
stances of witnessing to pilots, attorneys, 

football players, and parking lot attendants. 
She told the young Christians that their 
world could be either a school or a job, 
but she stressed the importance of planting 
a seed of love within the hearts of those to 
whom they witnessed.”

Kiemel, who is based in Boston, Mass., is 
scheduled to speak again in Tennessee April 
7-9 at the Acteens Summit Meeting in 
Pigeon Forge.
Acknowledge Him

Mary Beth Benson, youth director at 
Hillcrest Church, Morristown, said during 
her testimony Saturday afternoon that every 
Christian young person could make a differ
ence for Christ in the world. “Acknowledge 
Him as Lord in everything you do,” she 
stressed, “and He will use you.”

Musical highlights of the Saturday after
noon session included an appearance by 
“The Trinity Singers” from Mobile, Ala. 
The seven-member group received a stand
ing ovation from the capacity crowd follow
ing their performance.

Larry McFadden, music evangelist, Or
lando, Fla., sang at both sessions.

Music for the conference was led by Guy 
Bates, minister of music at Lebanon First 
Church.

Saturday morning, the young people re
ceived instruction and ideas for witnessing 
during conferences at 13 locations through
out the Nashville area. Leaders for the 
conferences were pastors, ministers of 
music and youth, and other staff members. 
Programs included songs, puppet ministry 
displays, messages, musical presentations, 
and testimonies.

The Tennessee Youth Evangelism Con
ference is sponsored by the Evangelism 
Dept., Tennessee Baptist Convention. Tom 
Madden, director, Convention Ministries 
Division, TBC, presided at the sessions. 
Special recognition was given to F. M. 
Dowell, retired director of the Evangelism 
Dept. Ralph Norton, executive secretary- 
treasurer, TBC, led the opening prayer for 
the conference.

For complete photo coverage of the 
Tennessee Baptist Youth Evangelism 
Conference, see next week’s issue of 
Baptist and Reflector.

Members of Only Mission Church, Only, 
gathered in below-freezing weather for 
ground breaking services recently. Pictured 
left to right are: Kitty Barrett, co-chairman 
of the building fund committee; Lester 
Harville, chairman of the missions com
mittee at Centerville First Church; Charles 
Livengood, Alpha Association director of 
missions; William St John, Only Mission 
treasurer and building fund chairman; J. 
Arnold Porter, Centerville pastor; Tommy 
Cagle, mission pastor; and Glenn Osborne, 
finance chairman for Centerville First 
Church.

Construction underway 
on building at Only

Construction began on a new building 
for Only Mission Church, Only, following 
ground breaking services recently. The fa
cility will include a sanctuary and Sunday 
School rooms, according to pastor Tommy 
Cagle. The congregation is a mission of 
Centerville First Church.

Completion is expected for May 1 with 
total cost estimated at $50,000. Members 
are meeting at the Old Mt. Zion Primitive 
Church until facilities are complete.

J. Arnold Porter, pastor of the Center
ville Church, stated that the mission has no 
pews or pulpit furniture for use when the 
structure is complete.

C-N debate teams collect 
honors in state tourney

The debate team from Carson-Newman 
placed first in senior debate at recent state 
tournament judging with freshmen David 
Kelly and Pat Prill posting a 4-1 record. 
This team placed in nine of 11 tourna
ments during this school year.

In junior debate, the team of Ramona 
Frye and Susannah Williamson was the only 
undefeated team in the tournament. They 
held a 6-0 record. Both are freshmen.
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Second state career meeting
planned for Baptist women

The second annual state meeting for ca
reer Baptist women will be held Apr. 1-3 
at Pigeon Forge Smoky Shadows Confer
ence Center. Sessions will begin at 8:30 
p.m. Friday and end Sunday at 11:30 a.m.

Nan Owens, state Baptist Women direc
tor, said that the meeting is for women of 
any age who are employed outside the 
home. Owens will preside at the sessions.

Special features on the program will in
clude Bible studies led by Ernest Pippin, 
missionary messages, discussion groups by 
vocations, informal discussions with mis
sionaries, a missionary panel, and special 
prayer groups. In addition, the women will 
view “The Man Who Sang in the Dun
geon,” a film produced by the SBC Radio
and Television Cor ission on Baptist workIlli

in Grenada.
Foreign missionaries slated to appear on 

the program are: Hattie Gardner, retired, 
Nigeria; Pippin, Argentina; and Lorene Til
ford, retired, Taiwan.

Freddie Mae Bason, director of weekday 
ministries at Atlanta Baptist Center, At
lanta, Ga., will be in attendance, along 
with Eva Eldridge, director of immediate

Maple Valley Church begins 
reconstruction after fire

Construction is expected to begin im
mediately on a worship center for Maple 
Valley Church, Hickman County. The 
church’s entire facilities were destroyed by a 
fire last month.

Lost in the blaze were the sanctuary, 
Sunday School rooms, a nursery, and all of 
the furnishings. There were no injuries. 
Cause of the fire was undetermined, accord
ing to director of missions for Alpha Asso
ciation, Charles Livengood. Damage was 
estimated at over $20, 
no insurance.

OIL . The church had

The congregation plans to meet in the 
home of one of the members until the new 
structure is complete. William Thomas is 
pastor of the church.

child care services, Mur-Ci Home, Nash
ville, and Dr. and Mrs. Jack Fuson, Knox
ville. Fuson is a dentist who worked eight 
years in Guyana under the Volunteer Med
ical Missions program. Last summer he and 
his wife spent a week in Grenada Wind
ward Islands doing dental work.

Other program personnel will include 
Mrs. D. M. Laws, Christian Service Corps, 
Johnson City; Faye Brandon, minister of 
music, Crossville First Church; Mrs. 
Claude Jennings, president, Tennessee 
WMU; and Beulah Peoples, promotion di
rector, state WMU.

Prior to the opening session, the women 
are invited to gather for a picnic by the 
river at Smoky Shadows, Owens stated. 
The picnic will begin at 7 p.m.

Registration for the meeting should be 
made through the WMU office, she added.

Two added to faculty 
at Carson-Newman

Two faculty members have been added 
to the staff of Carson-Newman College, ac
cording to academic dean Roy Dobyns.

James R. Kautz was named associate pro
fessor of religion, and Frank B. Butte has 
been added to the physical education de
partment and athletic staff.

Kautz, former associate professor at Lou
isiana College, is a cum laude graduate of 
C-N. He earned the B.D. degree from Mid
western Baptist Theological Seminary and 
the Th.D. from Southern Baptist Theologi
cal Seminary. His primary academic field is 
in the Old Testament and the archaeology 
of the ancient Near East

Butte, also a C-N graduate, received the 
master’s degree from East Tennessee State 
University. He plans additional graduate 
work. In addition to teaching responsibili
ties, Butte will assist head football coach 
Johnny Wike.

Ridgecrest during April 
called 'Pastor's Month'

RIDGECREST, N.C.—The month of 
April could easily be labeled “Pastor’s 
Month” at Ridgecrest Baptist Conference 
Center with four continuing education op
portunities planned for pastors.

A seminar on Improving Pastoral Leader
ship Skills, for pastors with one to five years 
experience, will be offered April 11-15 and 
April 25-28. An Advanced Seminar in 
Leadership Skills also will be offered April 
25-28, and a Marriage Enrichment Work
shop for Pastors and Wives will be held 
April 28-30. All four seminars are sponsored 
by the pastoral section of the Southern Bap
tist Sunday School Board’s church adminis
tration department and will be directed by 
pastoral ministries consultants from the de
partment.

The seminars on improving leadership 
skills are “foundational courses in pastoral 
leadership that cover skills crucial to an 
effective ministry,” according to seminar 
director John Ishee.

Participants will study ways of motivating 
volunteer workers in a church, improving 
the effectiveness of various groups, construc
tively managing conflict and analyzing, and
improving courn unication skills.

The advanced seminar, planned for pas
tors with more than five years experience 
who have completed a basic seminar on 
pastoral leadership, will include some of the 
same topics at a more in-depth level, accord
ing to director Brooks Faulkner.

HCA sets scholarship fund 
from $6000 Kyker gift

A $6000 pledge from Granville and 
Mary Agnes Kyker of Oak Ridge has been 
used to establish the Charles Alonzo and 
Nancy Anna Kyker Scholarship Fund at 
Harrison-Chilhowee Baptist Academy in 
Seymour, according to academy president 
Hubert Smothers.

The income from the fund will provide 
a scholarship for a boy or girl from Sevier 
County Baptist Association who “exempli
fies and emulates Harrison-Chilhowee Bap
tist Academy ideals and goals,” Smothers 
stated.

Established in honor and memory of Ky- 
ker’s parents, the scholarship will allow a 
minimum award of $500 a year. Provisions 
are made in the pledge for the award to 
be repeated to the same scholar, subject 
to the recommendation of the selection 
panel.

Charles Alonzo and Nancy Anna Kyker 
lived for many years on a farm in the Alder 
Branch community of Sevier County, and 
were members of Alder Branch Church. 
The elder Kyker remained active as a farm
er until age 86 and lived to be past 90. Mrs. 
Kyker will be 92 in July.
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Union trustees approve 
budget, salary increases

Union University’s Board of Trustees ap
proved a record $3.6 million operating 
budget today for the 1977-78 academic 
year.

The new budget, which goes into effect 
June 1, is a seven and one-half percent in
crease over the current year and is up 
$269,181. The action was taken during the 
annual spring meeting of the 48-member 
board presided over by Chairman J. A. 
Hadley of Humboldt.

During the session Union President Rob
ert E. Craig reported on the progress of the 
school’s various programs and announced 
a 12 percent increase in spring enrollment 
over the past four years. Spring enrollment

Members of Dyersburg First Church 
gathered recently following the retirement 
of their pastor, Robert L. Orr, to present 
him with the deed to the pastorium. Orr 
and his wife have lived in the house for 27 
years. The deed was presented by the trust
ees of the church in behalf of the entire 
membership. The couple also received a 
new car.

is up to 940 students from 919 students for 
last year and from 814 students in 1974.

The trutsees not only adopted the largest 
budget in the 152 year history of the school 
but also approved academic personnel for 
next year, heard long-range planning com
mittee reports, and selected two prominent 
individuals to receive honorary doctorates 
in the June 4 commencement exercises.

Named to receive the Doctor of Hu- 
manics degrees during the annual event were 
Cal Guy, professor of missions at South
western Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Fort Worth, Texas, and professor emeritus 
Elisabeth Jarrell Fossey of Memphis.

The trustees also approved a four-year 
nursing program, expanding the current 
two-year program. The new program will 
begin in the fall semester of the college.

In other business the board approved sal
ary increases for faculty and staff of the 
college which is operated by the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention.

Tennesseans featured on program.
of SBC Historical Commission

“Communicating Baptist History Through 
Contemporary Media and Art Forms” is 
the theme of the 1977 joint meeting of the 
Historical Commission of the Southern Bap
tist Convention and the Southern Baptist 
Historical Society. The meeting will be held 
in Nashville at the Baptist Sunday School 
Board Building, April 19-20.

The program will include two Tennessee 
pastors and a youth choir from Nashville.

Speakers and their topics include “Com
municating Baptist History Through Con
temporary Media and Art Forms,” J. Gor
don Kingsley, Jr., dean and professor Eng
lish, William Jewell College, Liberty, MO.; 
“Teaching Baptist History with Audio-Vis
uals,” Andrew B. Rawls, audio-visual librar
ian, Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, KY.; “The Artist Illustrating Bap
tist History,” Erwin M. Hearne, Jr., com
mercial artist, Dallas, TX.

Also included are “Communicating His
tory Through Television, Video Tape, and 
Films,” Bob Thornton, assistant vice presi
dent, television production, Radio and Tele
vision Commission, Dallas, TX.; “Communi
cating History Through Baptist Newspa-

Violence in Uganda 
appalls BWA head

WASHINGTON—A Baptist World Alli
ance leader said here that he is appalled by 
reports of savage violence in the African 
country of Uganda.

“We as a Baptist World Alliance are 
deeply committed to the right of all people 
to life and liberty,” said Robert S. Denny, 
general secretary of the BWA, which repre
sents some 33 million Baptist Christians in 
more than 100 countries.

“The reports coming from Uganda are a 
severe disappointment to all of us who seek 
worldwide recognition of human rights and 
the sanctity of all people before God,” he 
declared.

Denny said that latest reports show a 
total of 106 Baptist churches with 6366 
members in Uganda, “a very small minority 
of the country’s 12-million population.” 
Uganda’s overall population is believed to 
be about 50 percent Christian, 35 percent 
animist, and 15 percent Muslim.

He cited strongly-worded resolution 
against torture adopted by the BWA Execu
tive Committee last November in Valley 
Forge, Pa., as one of three statements deal
ing with concerns of the Baptist people for 
human rights. (BP) 

pers,” Robert J. Hastings, editor, Illinois 
Baptist, Springfield, Illinois.

Stan Rushing, pastor, First Church, New
port, will speak on “A Case for Art in Bap
tist Historiography” and Richard D. Patton, 
pastor, First Church, Portland, will speak on 
“Methods for Proclaiming Baptist History in 
the Local Church.”

A special program feature will be the pre
sentation of “Steams and Co.,” a historical 
musical drama, by the youth choir, First 
Church, Nashville.

“Contemporary media and art forms pro
vide creative outlets for sharing Baptist his
tory in churches and other settings,” said 
Lynn E. May Jr., executive director of the 
Historical Commission. “Special program 
features presented during our meeting will 
stress the values of using these outlets and 
suggest ways to use them effectively.”

In addition, J. D. Grey; former SBC 
president and pastor emeritus, First Church, 
New Orleans, Louisiana, will address the 
annual fellowship luncheon, and Sidney 
Hudson-Reed, pastor, Rosebank Union 
Church, Johannesburg, South Africa, will 
speak on “Historical Perspectives on Baptist 
Work in South Africa.”
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Our People and Our Churches . . .
People. •.

Greenfield First Church ordained Joyhl 
Legons as a deacon. J. R. Hamlin, Martin, 
preached the ordination sermon. John A. 
Harrison is pastor.

David Hill was licensed to the gospel 
ministry by Westside Church, McMinnville. 
He is a student at Carson-Newman College. 
The church ordained Marvin King, Thomas 
Lusk, and Garwin Rankhorn as deacons. 
Bratton Tucker is pastor.

Glenn Beeler and Gary Davis were or
dained as deacons by Manley Church, Mor
ristown. John Churchman, pastor, delivered 
the message, and Barry Lord, associate 
pastor, led the questioning.

Philip Goolsby, Billy Ferguson, and Paul 
Fish were ordained as deacons at Ramah 
Church, Wilson County Association. James 
Hutchings, pastor of Prosperity Church in 
the same association, led in the questioning. 
Director of missions Douglas Cather gave 
the charges to the deacons and to the 
church. Cecil Vantrease, Ramah pastor, led 
in the ordination.

W. Wayne Allen, pastor, East Park
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Church, Memphis, was invited to speak at 
the Greater New York Prayer and Praise 
Miracle Million Night in Carnegie Hall 
recently. The meeting spearheaded the open
ing of “Here’s Life, New York” emphasis.

Clark Street Church, Johnson City, or
dained Bobby Rasnick and Randy Ferrell 
as deacons. Dale R. Martin is pastor.

Donelson First Church ordained Phil 
Jones to the gospel ministry. Ralph Harris 
is pastor.

Shady Grove Church, Holston Valley 
Association, ordained Ralph Gibson to the 
gospel ministry. He is pastor of McCloud 
Church, Rogersville.

Reuben L. Trussell began his fifth year 
as pastor of Fayetteville First Church.

Fred Rutledge was ordained to the gospel 
ministry by Charity Church, New Duck 
River Association. Rutledge has been called 
by the Howell Mission in William Carey 
Association. Ruben Trussell, First Church, 
Fayetteville, brought the message. J. H. 
Pendergrass is pastor of Charity Church.

Mr. and Mrs. W. L. White, Mt. Juliet 
First Church, observed their 50th wedding 
anniversary. Billie Friel is their pastor.

Mrs. John Hardwick retired as a nursery 
worker at Cleveland First Church after 
completing 25 years of service. Members 
of the church presented her with a plaque 
of appreciation. Marvin R. Gibson is pastor.

Leon Ashmore, Shine Ballentine, and 
Herbert Henley were ordained as deacons 
at Avondale Church, Gibson County Asso
ciation. These are the first deacons for 
Avondale since its constitution as a church 
Jan. 30.

Mr. and Mrs. N. L. Somers, members of 
Walnut Grove Church, Kenton, celebrated 
their 73rd anniversary last month. He is a 
senior deacon at the church.

Dixie Hills Church, Bolivar, ordained 
Monroe Willis and Fred Durham as dea
cons.

Billy Pruitt was licensed to the gospel 
ministry by New Union Church, Hardeman 
County Association. He is the son of Don 
Pruitt, former pastor of the church.

Mansfield Gap Church, Jefferson City, 
ordained William Bradley to the gospel 
ministry.

Dale Denton was ordained to the gospel 
ministry by Good Hope Church, New Mar
ket. Denton is a student at Clear Creek 
Baptist School and is pastor of a church at 
Pennington Gap, Va.

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Stallings, New 
Market, were honored at a reception on 
their 50th wedding anniversary recently. 
The reception was held at Pleasant Grove 
Church in that city. The couple was mar
ried there Feb. 27, 1927 by pastor Thomas 
Marsh.

Big Spring Church, Bradley Association, 
ordained Ricky Geren to the gospel min
istry. He is pastor of Blythe Avenue Mission 
of Big Spring Church.

Sam Melton preached at Big Spring 
Church, Bradley Association, on Feb. 13, 
the 66th anniversary of his first sermon. He 
served the church as pastor for 29 years, 
and preached his first sermon at Union 
Church in Febraury 1911.

Mount Carmel Church, Bradley Associa
tion, gave pastor Doyle Suits and his wife 
a trip to Hawaii on the occasion of his 10th 
anniversary as pastor.

REVIVALS...
The Jerry Drace evangelistic team led 

revival services at Germantown Church, 
Germantown, recently. There were six pro
fessions of faith and four additions by let
ter. Other members of the team were Shirley 
Cothran and the music group, “Promise.” 
Ken Story is pastor.

Revival services were held at Stones River 
Church, Smyrna, with Billy Kennedy of 
Hixson serving as evangelist. Rick Baum
gartner, a student at Belmont College, 
served as song leader. There were nine pro
fessions of faith, one coming for baptism, 
two additions by letter, and three commit
ments to the gospel ministry. Lawrence 
Hadley is pastor of the Stones River Church. 
Kennedy serves Central Church in Hixson.

Laymen from Germantown Church, Ger
mantown, led a week-end revival at Martin
dale Church in Little Rock, Ark. There were 
six professions of faith and more than 20 
rededications.
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Former Chargers quarterback 
to speak at RA Congress

Former San Diego Chargers quarterback 
Neal Jeffrey will speak to Royal Ambassa
dors attending the 1977 Tennessee RA Con
gress, Apr. 8-9, at the Belmont Heights 
Church in Nashville. Registration for the 
two-day event will begin at the church 
Friday morning at 8:30.

Jeffrey, presently enrolled at Southwest
ern Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort 
Worth, was varsity quarterback for Baylor 
University from 1971-74. He was the unani
mous choice for all-Southwest Conference 
quarterback in 1974 and set a career passing 
record that same year with 4341 yards, 
surpassing a record set by Don Trull. He 
was the recipient of numerous sports 
awards, and in 1975 was named collegiate 
Christian athlete of the year by the Na
tional Fellowship of Christian Athletes. Fol
lowing his graduation from Baylor in 1975, 
he was drafted by the San Diego Chargers 
of the National Football League.

Robert Norman, pastor of the host 
church, will deliver a message on “A Chal
lenge to Commitment.” Norman has been 
a pastor in Nashville since 1964. Other 
churches he served include Atmore (Ala.) 
First Church and Prichard (Ala.) First 
Church. He was also youth pastor at Dallas 
First Church.

Several activities will be held throughout 
the day preceding the opening session which 
begins Friday night at 7:00. Two special 
displays will portray the work of a mis
sionary and education on the use of drugs 
in America. The displays will be explained 
by Bill Henry, Student Dept., Tennessee 
Baptist Convention, and Fred Dies, United 
Tennessee League, Nashville.

Other activities will include first aid dem
onstration, training in summer RA camps, 
films, campcraft display, election of officers, 
bookstore exhibits, instruction on camping, 
and bus tours of Nashville.

Jeff Reynolds, state congress president, 
will preside at the Friday evening session. 
Highlights will include the parade of flags, 
a drama, and devotional.

Baylor University student Les Marshall, 
will give his testimony at the Saturday 
morning session. Marshall is a former mem
ber of Belmont Heights Church. Corbie 
Stone, Chattanooga, will lead the final de
votional period.

Presiding at the final session will be Mark 
Scott, Chattanooga. Ricky Denton, state 
Congress secretary, will give the annual 
report.

Special music will be presented by Bill 
and Linda Cates, Nashville.

Pre-registration should be made through 
the Brotherhood Dept., TBC. Motel reser
vations must be made through local motels 

and should be confirmed by Mar. 21, ac
cording to Roy Gilleland, general chairman 
of the RA congress committee. Gilleland 
added that motels will be crowded due to 
the opening of Opryland the weekend of 
Apr. 8-9.

Neal Jeffrey

Tennessee's Cooperative Program gifts 
said nearly 4 percent above last year

of last year when $2,828,535.53 was con-Mission giving through the Cooperative 
Program by Tennessee Baptist churches and 
their members during February were “tre
mendous,” according to Ralph L. Norton, 
executive secretary-treasurer of the Tennes
see Baptist Convention.

Receipts for February were $832,782.58, 
Norton said, which is 6.3 percent above the 
TBC-adopted monthly god of $783,333.33. 
Messengers to the 1976 state convention 
set the yearly Cooperative Program goal 
at $9.4-million dollars.

Norton noted that Cooperative Program 
gifts for February of last year were 
$527,910.51.

Concerning the budget year to date, the 
TBC executive secretary said that after 
one-third of the year (Nov. 1976-Feb. 1977) 
mission gifts through the Cooperative Pro
gram had reached $3,255,674.89. This total 
is 15.1 percent above the same four months

Child care executives hear
Tennessean at annual meet

“The need for services provided by South
ern Baptist Children’s Homes throughout 
the nation arises from the so-called progress 
of our day,” E. B. Bowen, executive di
rector-treasurer of the Tennessee Baptist 
Children’s Homes told child care executives 
meeting in Winston-Salem, N.C. recently. 
Bowen went on in his address to point out 
that the present generation has produced 
knowledge, but not wisdom; houses, but not 
homes; speed, but not direction; and medi
cine, but not health. He reminded those at 
the annual meeting that Southern Baptists 
had 1462 men and women caring for nearly 
5000 dependent and neglected children last 
year.

Bowen was one of several speakers deal
ing with problems and concerns of child 
care at the meeting.

The child care leaders elected George 
Norton, superintendent of the Baptist Home 
For Children, Jacksonville, Fla., as presi
dent of the group. Other new officers are: 
Bill Amos, executive director, Kentucky 
Baptist Board of Child Care, Middletown, 
Ky.; second vice-president, Howard Meyer, 
superintendent of the Missouri Baptist Chil
dren’s Home, Bridgeton, Mo.; secretary
treasurer, Tom Collier, superintendent of 
the Alabama Baptist Children’s Home, 
Troy, Ala.; and historian, Roger Williams, 
director of the eastern area for the Baptist 
Children’s Homes of North Carolina, Inc., 
Thomasville.

tributed.
Norton observed that Tennessee Coopera

tive Program gifts for the past four months 
are nearly four precent greater than one- 
third of the convention-approved goal for 
the year, which would be $3,133,333.33.

He commended Tennessee Baptists for 
their faithfulness and consistency in mission 
support through the Cooperative Program, 
especially during a time that many churches 
had experienced curtailed services and extra 
expenses because of the unusually cold 
winter.
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Baptist leaders discuss ways 
to cooperate with Canadians

NASHVILLE—More than 50 Southern 
Baptist leaders and agency representatives 
met here to share their views on the best 
ways to encourage some 35 congregations 
in western Canada who identify them
selves as Southern Baptists.

The fact-finding meeting was called by a 
special Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board committee which is seeking to pre
pare a recommendation for presentation to 
the Southern Baptist Convention in June.

Representatives of the Northwest Baptist

Devotional

Housekeeping And 
Soulkeeping

By Veta Sherman
I’m not sure where my mother took her 

text in teaching the virtue of cleanliness 
and housekeeping. Perhaps she had read 
from John Wesley: “Cleanliness is indeed 
next to Godliness,” or maybe she read in 
I Cor. 15:40, “Let all things be done de
cently and in order.” Regardless from 
whence it came, I have learned that taking 
care of one’s home is important and has 
parallels to the Christian life. You may 
not always find my home as clean and in 
order as I would like it, but it is important 
to me. So are the parallels to living.

Have you ever had the fun and excite
ment of planning and moving into a new 
home? Conversion can be likened to this. 
We feel clean and new inside when we ex
perience God’s grace that first time.

Just as a new home collects dust and 
clutter as we live in it, so does the Chris
tian life. Both need daily care. Things must 
be kept in place. I’ve found the best daily 
care of the Christian life to be prayer, 
reading God’s Word, and acting upon op
portunities of service. Seem trite? Quite 
the contrary. These are as essential to a 
Christian’s life as picking up daily in a 
home. Weekly chores are also essential. As 
Christians, we must worship and fellowship 
with others if we are to enjoy living with 
ourselves and God.

Cleaning closets, drawers, and washing 
windows eventually must be done. Usually 
one finds satisfaction when these jobs are 
done. Revivals, retreats, conferences, and 
Bible studies are not chores, but seasonal 
experiences with God that give us renewal.

Just as our houses look better when we 
spend time and effort keeping them, the 
same is true with our souls. It takes time 
and effort to renew the spirit.

May we diligently pursue the excellence 
in maintaining both!

Mrs. Sherman is the wife of Bill Sherman, 
pastor of Woodmont Church, Nashville.

SBC Cooperative Program 
shows no gain in Feb.

NASHVILLE—February receipts of the 
national Southern Baptist Convetnion Co
operative Program registered virtually no 
increase over February of 1976, but the 
Receipts are running over nine percent 
ahead of last year after the first five months 
of the 1976-77 fiscal year.

State Baptist conventions, which receive 
state Cooperative Program receipts from 
SBC churches, forwarded $4,484,795 for 
worldwide SBC mission causes in February 
—only a little over one half of a percent 
more than February 1976.

The national Cooperative Program, the 
denomination’s unified budget, has collected 
$21,741,253 during the first five months, 9 
percent ahead of $19,935,028 at the same 
point last year. Receipts were running 11.5 
percent ahead after four months but dipped 
2.5 percentage points after the virtual 
standstill in February, according to the 
financial planning office of the SBC Ex
ecutive Committee.

Total. SBC receipts, including the 
$21,741,253 Cooperative Program figure 
and another $21,903,227 in designated con
tributions, amount to $43,644,480—a 7.3 
percent increase over the $40,691,654 given 
last year.

The designated receipts alone show a 5.5 
percent increase over $20,756,626 given in 
the first five months of the 1975-76 year. 
(BP)

College's no tuition offer 
for senior adults expanded

BLUEFIELD, Va.—Bluefield College’s 
tuition-free senior citizen program which 
received wide recognition at its inception 
last September has now been broadened to 
include more people.

According to Gary Poulton, the Baptist 
college’s director of development, the pro
gram now defines senior citizens as any 
person who has reached the age of 60 and 
has been extended by the college administra
tion to any person permanently disabled and 
retired for health reasons. The original pro
gram admitted only persons 65 and older 
on a tuition-free basis.

A college spokesman said he believes 
Bluefield College’s program is the only one 
of its kind among private colleges in the 
country, although the Virginia legislature is 
considering legislation which would institute 
a similar program in state schools. (BP)

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR

Brings You News First

Convention, with which the Canadian 
churches in question are affiliated, suggested 
at the meeting that the committee could 
recommend ways to free SBC agencies to 
provide further assistance to the Canadian 
Baptists. Expressions from others at the 
meeting favored that suggestion.

The Northwest convention did not re
quest that the SBC constitution be changed 
to allow seating of Canadian Baptist mes
sengers at SBC annual sessions, but ex
pressed a concern that further avenues of 
assistance be open to them.

At last year’s SBC annual meeting, Hazen 
Simpson of California moved that the con
vention “immediately extend encouragement 
to Southern Baptists dwelling and working 
in Canada by financial assistance plus any 
and all other means of support that we 
make available to ministry outside of the 
United States and its territory.”

After discussion and an attempt to refer 
the matter to SBC members of the North 
American Baptist Fellowship, convention 
messengers voted to refer the motion to the 
SBC Foreign Mission Board for study.

Executive Director Baker J. Cauthen of 
the Foreign Mission Board and J. R. White 
of Alabama, chairman of the board’s spe
cial committee studying the motion, said the 
fact-finding meeting had been both inspir
ing and fruitful. The eight-person committee 
expects to meet again before completing its 
recommendations.

In the past 20 years the work in Canada 
has grown from one church to some 35 now 
listed as members of the Canadian Baptist 
Conference (SBC). Total membership in 
these congregations, as reported in 1976, 
was 1631, with 2415 enrolled in Sunday 
School. (BP)

SBTS doctorate degree receives 
full recognition from agency

LOUISVILLE—The doctor of ministry 
(D.Min.) degree at Southern Baptist The
ological Seminary here has completed the 
final phase of its accreditation process by 
receiving full accreditation without nota
tion of any kind.

The action means that Southern semi
nary’s D.Min. holds the highest possible 
official rating on the basis of nationally 
recognized accreditation standards.

The Commission on Accreditation of the 
Association of Theological Schools (ATS) 
is the agency responsible for accreditation 
of theological education. Southern’s D.Min. 
program, begun in 1972, had earlier re
ceived “preliminary accreditation” status 
pending the latest round of hearings by the 
commission on a large group of ATS mem
ber institutions. (BP)

Page 6 Baptist And Reflector



'll SBC sessions to focus 
on world evangelism

KANSAS CITY, Mo.—The Southern 
Baptist Convention goal to evangelize the 
entire world by the close of the Twentieth 
Century will be the major focus when the 
SBC meets here, June 14-16, at the Roe 
Bartie Convention Center.

Evangelist Billy Graham will close out a 
three-day emphasis featuring a combined 
effort of SBC agencies “to portray the 
unity and singleness of the objective of the 
denomination for this goal,” said Wayne 
Dehoney of Louisville, Ky., chairman of the 
SBC committee on order of business.

The committee is urging persons attend
ing the 120th annual session of the 132- 
year-old SBC to remain to the end to get 
the cumulative effect of a three-day buildup 
to the closing challenge by Graham.

During that closing service, SBC mis
sionaries will be commissioned and all 
Southern Baptists in every area of denomi
national life—lay and ordained—will be 
urged to commit themselves to the SBC 
goal, which will call for unprecedented 
mobilization of denominational resources.

Among other items of business, mes
sengers will vote on a proposed $63,400,000 
total national Cooperative Program unified 
budget. That includes $55,080,000 in basic 
operating and capital funds needs of SBC 
agencies and another $8,320,000 in “bold 
advance” funds to finance unmet needs of 
the SBC’s worldwide missions program be
yond basic needs.

The agenda of the nation’s largest evan
gelical body, with some 12.9 million mem
bers in over 35,000 churches across the 
nation, will center around “Let the Church 
Reach Out.” Some 16,000 persons are 
expected to register as messengers. An all- 
time record of 18,637 registered last year 
in Norfolk.

Besides Graham, leading pastors will 
close afternoon and evening sessions with 
inspirational messages aimed at showing the 
centrality of the church to SBC efforts.

They are W. A. Criswell, former SBC 
president and pastor of First Church, Dallas, 
speaking on “Our Reason for Being;” Frank 
Pollard, pastor of First Church, Jackson, 
Miss., “The World God Loves;” William 
E. Hull, pastor of First Church, Shreveport, 
La., “The Gospel, the Power of God Unto 
Salvation;” Richard A. Jackson, pastor of 
North Phoenix (Ariz.) Church, “By His 
Spirit;” and William Pinson, pastor of First 
Church, Wichita Falls, Tex., “Our World 
and the Gospel.”

James L. Sullivan of Nashville, expected 
to be re-elected to the customary second 
one-year term as SBC president, will deliver 
the president’s address on Tuesday morning, 

June 14. William L. Self, pastor of Wieuca 
Road Church, Atlanta, will preach the 
convention sermon during the Wednesday 
morning session.

Besides business sessions, reports from 
SBC agencies and the SBC Executive Com
mittee, election of officers, and introduction 
of resolutions, messengers will hear com
bined reports of major agencies during 
evening sessions.

The Home and Foreign Mission Boards 
and the Radio and Television Commission 
will combine on Tuesday evening, the six 
seminaries and the Sunday School Board on 
Wednesday evening, and the Woman’s Mis
sionary Union and Brotherhood Commis
sion, also Wednesday evening.

“An innovation in programming this year 
will be the correlation of the agencies to 
show how they fit together in the task of 
winning the world to Christ in this cen
tury,” Dehoney said.

“We hope the convention will show how 
the agencies work together, motivate and 
inspire messengers, and give pastors some
thing they can take back to their church to 
show their people what Southern Baptists 
are doing.”

In striving for the combined reports of 
what the results of missions are around the 
world, rather than just the SBC structure, 
Dehoney said the committee on order of 
business believes that Southern Baptists are 
more interested in the “biscuit—the end 
product—than in the mechanics of the 
reaper or the baking of the flour.” (BP)

Sunday School's ACTION enrollment plan 
offers opportunities to find prospects

NASHVILLE—Southern Baptist churches 
today are discovering new places and new 
ways to enroll people in Bible study through 
ACTION, a reach out enrollment plan for 
Sunday Schools.

At a recent wedding reception, for exam
ple, a pastor’s wife enrolled three wedding 
guests in Bible study while the bride and 
groom were having their pictures made.

On another occasion, a Japanese woman 
promised a visitation team that she would 
attend church on Sunday even though she 
probably would not be able to understand 
much. She “happened” to take a seat behind 
a Methodist woman who had served as a 
missionary to Japan for 10 years and spoke 
Japanese fluently.

And a gray-haired grandmother must have 
established some kind of record for South-

Missionary in Malaysia 
dies of heart attack

KUCHING, SARAWAK, Malaysia— 
Southern Baptist Missionary G. Harold 
Clark, 58, died at his home here Feb. 28 
after suffering a heart attack.

Before appointment, he lived in Tennes
see for two years, serving as pastor of 
Fairview Church, Ooltewah.

Mr. and Mrs. Clark were appointed as 
missionaries in 1954 and have served since 
1956 in Malaysia, where he has been a 
general evangelist. In addition to pastoral 
duties he had preached in revival meetings, 
spoken in youth camps and served on the 
executive committee of the Baptist associa
tion which he helped form. He also had 
served on a number of committees of 
Malaysia Mission. (BP)

Positions are available 
for summer workers

Applications are being accepted for sum
mer work at Camp Carson and Camp 
Linden.

The two camps, owned and operated by 
the Tennessee Baptist Convention, are in 
need of summer workers from June 6 to 
Sept. 2, according to James McDonald, 
business manager and camp director.

Camp Linden is located at Linden in 
Middle Tennessee, and Camp Carson at 
Newport in East Tennessee.

Positions available are cook, waiter, 
waitress, lifeguard, crafts instructor, and 
housekeeper. Other areas where help is 
needed include yard, canteen, and first aid. 
All applicants must be at least 14 years of 
age.

Applications should be sent to McDonald 
at the Tennessee Baptist Convention, P. O. 
Box 347, Brentwood, TN 37027.

ern Baptists when she enrolled her one-day- 
old grandson in Sunday School.

All of these events took place recently in 
one church, the Chapel by the Sea Church 
in Savannah Beach, Ga. During the ACT
ION campaign, task forces or visitation 
teams, braved bone-chilling temperatures on 
Kickoff Sunday as some workers walked 30 
to 40 blocks making door-to-door contacts. 
The following week on Welcome Sunday 
there was a record attendance of 101 people 
in Sunday School although it was another 
unseasonably cold day.

Similar incidents and comparable succes
ses are occurring in other cities across the 
Southern Baptist Convention as churches in
crease enrollments and inject new enthusi
asm into Bible study programs with the aid 
of ACTION.
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EDITORIAL

‘Our Land for Christ’—but when?
Sometimes we who live in Tennessee where there is a Baptist 

church almost at every crossroads forget that there are parts of 
our nation which do not have an evangelical church in every 
city.

It is hard for us to imagine how it would be to live in a 
community in which there was not a Baptist church.

Thirty-seven years ago Mrs. Ethel Brooks left our state and 
moved to Fowler, Ind. She was a Christian, but soon discovered 
that there was no Baptist church—nor evangelical church of 
any description—in this town of 3000 people or the surround
ing county.

So, she began to pray that God would lead Baptists to start 
a congregation in Fowler.

After 35 years of faithful prayer, the Fowler Baptist Church 
was constituted in July 1975 with 63 charter members—in
cluding Mrs. Brooks!

In the midst of our rejoicing that Mrs. Brooks’ prayer has 
been answered and there is now a Southern Baptist church in 
Fowler, one question haunts and shames us all—Why were 
Southern Baptists so slow in reaching this community?

Southern Baptists were slow to move into the entire nation 
because of our background, our culture, and our agreements 
with the Northern Baptist Convention (now called “American 
Baptist Churches”).

However, because of the economic depression of the 1930’s 
and the employment opportunities of World War II, many 
Southern Baptists moved into what was then considered non- 
SBC territory. Unable to find a church of “like faith and order,” 
these groups began to fellowship together, worship together, 
organize churches. Out of this came associations and eventually 
state conventions. However, the SBC could not recognize these 
churches and could not assist them in their mission activities.

Two historic votes by messengers to Southern Baptist Con
ventions broke these barriers and established once-and-for-all 
that the SBC was a national denomination concerned about all 
of the United States.

In 1940 (about the time Mrs. Brooks started praying for a 
Baptist church in Fowler) the Southern Baptist General Con
vention in California was organized, and the next year this 
group sent a petition to the SBC session asking for recognition. 
The debate at the 1941 SBC revolved around our denomina
tion’s “invasion of Northern Baptist territory.” However, the 
1942 SBC voted to give full recognition to the California 
convention.

There was still the question of whether or not the SBC 
agencies could actively assist those living in the new areas. 
Recognition was one thing; evangelism and missions were other 
matters.

As requests for assistance increased from scattered congrega
tions in the North and West, an SBC committee was appointed 
to examine “Southern Baptist relations with other religious 
bodies.”

The committee’s report to the 1951 SBC dissolved all terri
torial limitations on the agencies of the Southern Baptist
Convention, stating, that our co:Hill ission to preach the gospel

- to the uttermost parts of the earth includes the total United 
States. That report was adopted.

Now, Southern Baptists through our churches, associations, 
state conventions, and our Home Mission Board have grown to 
the point where this 1951 declaration can become a reality. 
The object of “Bold Mission Thrust” for 1977-79 is to let 
every person in our nation have an opportunity to hear and to 
accept the gospel of Jesus Christ and to let every person in our 
nation have an opportunity to share in the witness of a New 
Testament fellowship of believers.

A large part of the support for this emphasis will come this 
week as Southern Baptists pray for Home Missions and give 
through the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering. The theme for 
this year’s observance is “Our Land for Christ.”

The national goal is $11,250,000. Our Tennessee goal, as

WEEK OF PRATER FOR HOME MISSIONS 
MARCH 6-13,1977 

ANNIE ARMSTRONG EASTER OFFERING 
NATIONAL GOAL $11,250,000.00

set by the TBC Executive Board, is $700,000.
Perhaps the main reason that it took Southern Baptists 35 

years to start a congregation in Fowler was because of our 
weak commitment to capture “Our Land for Christ.”

But what about the other thousands of “Fowlers” throughout 
our nation who do not have a Southern Baptist witness to the 
saving gospel of Jesus Christ? A part of the answer to that 
question will come in your personal response to the Week of 
Prayer for Home Missions and the Annie Armstrong Easter 
Offering.
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Cicero's 
comment

By the editor
“Cicero, I hope you will attend our sec

ond annual Baptist Awards Presentation 
next week,” my caller said. He identified 
himself as C. Will Head.

“What awards?,” I asked.
“I got the idea from all the award shows 

on TV. In fact, I named mine by taking 
the first letter from the three major enter
tainment awards—Emmy for television, 
Grammy for records, and Oscar for movies. 
Ours will be called the E.G.O. Awards,” C 
Will’s voice swelled with pride.

He went on to explain that this year’s 
award ceremonies were being held in the 
New Orleans Dome, since it was the only 
building that could accommodate the EGO’s 
—that is, the EGO Awards.

“Do you have categories like those other 
awards?,” Cicero asked.

Head nodded. “For instance, we have 
Best Performance in a Dramatic Sermon. 
This was won last year by E. Moe Shun.”

Head went ahead and listed some of the 
other EGO Awards that would be presented.

Special Effects Award in Illustrating Ser
mons. This was won last year by Hughes 
Flood for his sermon on Noah during which 
the auditorium sank.

Best Sermon Based on Original Material; 
won last year by Stu D. Hall.

Best Sermon Based on Other Material, 
presented to Copp E. Katt in 1976.

Most Visiting Pulpit Committees. This 
was given last year to Drew Peoples.

Best Costuming in Pulpit Attire, given to 
the pastor’s wife who picks out his clothes. 
The 1976 EGO went to Mrs. Bess Dressier.

Shortest Sermon, presented last year to 
N. A. Short.

Longest Sermon; won in 1976 by Lott A. 
Wynn.

“Two categories are being dropped from 
this year’s presentation. The Annual Award 
to the Person Who Best Exemplifies the 
Spirit of EGO was given to Pastor Hugh 
Mility—and he kept it. And we are also 
dropping the Sermon of the Year. Last year 
we had a tie with 35,073 pastors getting one 
vote each.”

to ^ditoz . . .
Letters on any religion-related subject are welcomed. Letters of over 300 words 
will not be used. Other letters may be shortened at the discretion of the editor. 
No unsigned letters will be printed, but writer’s name will be withheld for 
sufficient reason.

Infallible Word of God
Dear editor:

Like most other Southern Baptists, those 
in the Baptist Faith and Message Fellowship 
believe that the entire Bible is the infallible 
Word of God.

The SBC messengers were not splitting 
hairs when they voted unanimously by 
standing vote in 1962 reaffirming their faith 
in the entire Bible as the infallible Word of 
God.

And Southern Baptists have always be
lieved that every college and seminarv 
teacher and every writer of our literature 
should also have the same faith in the Bib’c 
as the infallible Word of God.

One of the major goals of the Baptist 
Faith and Message Fellowship is to encour
age removing teachers and writers from our 
nayrolls who believe that the Bible contains 
serious errors. And then to replace them 
with Baptists who believe the Bible is the 
infallible Word of God.

And that’s not hair splitting either. It’s 
only good common sense and sound Baptist 
doctrine and policy.

William A. Powell, 
president

Baptist Faith and 
Message Fellowship 

P. O. Box 468 
Buchanan, GA 30113

Astounded at letters
Dear editor:

I want to commend you for the way you 
conduct yourself as editor. I do not under
stand why some people would be astounded 
and shamed (Feb. 24) by your response to 
Morine P. Cheney.

Christians should be astounded that a 
church would violate God’s Word and or
dain women deacons. I agree that theo
logians tell us that Phebe was a deaconess 
(servant). Tradition teaches that they were 
to serve the needs of women in the 
church. However, nowhere can we find 
that they possessed the authority of a dea
con. It would be impossible for them to 
have the authority of a deacon and not 
violate I Timothy 2:11-15 (this is not what 
someone thinks, but what God said).

Your response to Odas H. Hall (Feb. 
24) illustrates your fairness to both sides. 
Nowhere in the Bible are we commanded 
to elect women as deacons. However, we 
are men (Acts. 6:3). I will not take up a 

lot of space listing several Scriptures why 
a woman can not be a deacon (Readers 
can read my letter of Jan. 6).

Jimmy H. Davis 
P. O. Box 237 
Savannah, TN 38372

Could a part of the confusion be that we 
have changed the “deacon” from the Scrip
ture’s position of “service” to tradition’s po
sition of an “authority”? (editor)

Missed the point
Dear editor:

You missed the point (Feb. 24, “Astounds, 
shames”).

The point is that you replied in a rude, 
arrogant, and unChristlike manner. You 
owe Morine P. Cheney an apology.

Patt Snow
Rt. 1
Finger, TN 38334

I did not intend to be “rude, arrogant, or 
unChristlike.” I will apologize to you, to 
Mrs. Cheney, and to others who were of
fended by inability to phrase a legitimate 
question, (editor).

Question Russian sources
Dear editor:

In response to the article, “Russian Bap
tists declare no persecution” (Jan. 27), I 
am requesting equal time.

First, I want to question the credibility 
of its source, Michael Zhidkof, senior pastor 
of Moscow Baptist Church and Alexei Bich- 
kov, general secretary of the All-Union 
Council of Evangelical Christians and Bap
tists. The AUCECB, like all other official 
organizations in the USSR, is operated by 
the Soviet government, and therefore any 
information given by it is likely to be com
munist propaganda or doubtful credibility.

Zhidkof makes the statement that many 
believers refuse to keep their activities 
within the law. Here is the general frame
work:

(1) No person may witness or otherwise 
propagate his faith outside the church.

(2) All religious materials, especially 
children’s literature, is illegal.

(3) Minors may not attend a worship 
service.

(4) Sunday School and other groups like 
the WMU, Brotherhood, RA, GA, etc., 

(Continued on page 10)
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Scripture publication reaches 
1603 languages through 1976

NEW YORK—By the end of 1976, at 
least one book of the Bible had been pub
lished in 1603 languages and dialects since, 
the invention of printing, according to the 
American Bible Society’s annual Scripture 
language count. Twenty-nine languages 
which have never appeared on the list be
fore were added in 1976.

The Gospel of Mark is the Biblical book 
that most frequently appeared first in a 
language, the report showed. In 19 of the 29 
new additions, the Gospel of Mark was the 
first book printed.

Asked why the Gospel of Mark is so 
frequently translated first, Eugene A. Nida, 
executive secretary of the Bible Society’s 
translation department, responded, “Mark 
tells the story of Jesus in a direct, dynamic 
way.”

Nida also noted that the choice of the first 
book to be translated varies according to 
the culture. In the Muslim world Matthew 
is preferred, in Latin America, Luke, and in 
India, John.

The official language count, which the 
Bible society releases annually, keeps a run
ning tally of all new Scripture publications 
appearing in a language for the first time.

To change or correct 
your address

Attach label from your latest copy 
here and show new address below— 
include zip code. When changing ad
dress please give two weeks notice. 
Please write, do not call address 
changes to insure accuracy.

AU correspondence relating 
to your subscription
should be accompanied by your address 
label. If you are receiving duplicate 
copies please send both labels.

Address all requests to:

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR 
Post Office Box 347

Brentwood, Tennessee 37027

Name . . ....................................................
please print

Address ...................................................

City .........................................................

State...................... Zip Code.................

It is compiled from copies of the new Scrip
tures received from various organizations 
by the society’s library, which is the largest 
Scripture collection in the Western Hemis
phere.

The report also listed 19 languages in 
which the New Testament was reported pub
lished for the first time. They range from 
Aguaruna spoken in Peru to Wantoat spoken 
in Papua New Guinea. A New Testament 
in Fali is the first part of Scripture ever to 
be published in that language which is 
spoken in Cameroon.

The list indicated that the complete Bible 
is now available in 262 languages, the New 
Testament in 401, and portions of the Bible 
in 940.

Among the 29 languages newly added to 
the list were five languages spoken in Ni
geria and three Native American languages 
spoken in the United States: Koyukon 
(Alaska), Tewa (Ariz., N.M.), and Tiwa 
(N.M.). New Testaments were reported pub
lished for the first time in six languages 
spoken in Papua New Guinea.

The United Bible Societies, an interna
tional fellowship of 59 Bible Societies of 
which the American Bible Society is a mem
ber, provided support to more than 500 
Bible translation projects in 1976. Of that 
total, 238 received financial support. The 
others received published helps and train
ing programs for translators.

Laughs
Angry Motorist: “Say, this car won’t 

climb a hill! You said it was a fine machine!”
Dealer: “I said, ‘On the level, it’s a good 

car’.”

2nd Lt.: “I’ve been trying to see you all 
week. When may I have an appointment?”

Col.: “Make a date with my secretary.”
2nd Lt.: “I did sir, and we had a grand 

time, but I still want to see you.”

A young lad asked his father if he had 
any work he could do around the house to 
replenish his finances. The father assured 
him that he could think of nothing.

“Then,” suggested the lad, “how about 
putting me on welfare?”

A lady said she had a glow worm mar
riage.

“What’s that?” inquired a friend.
“The glow has gone,” said the lady, “but 

the worm remains.”

More letters
(Continued from page 9) 

especially the teaching of children, is 
illegal.

As for the establishment of private pub
lishing houses; there is no other way except 
to bring in from the West (illegally) for be
lievers to obtain religious materials. Also, 
they are used for communications among 
the believers. Although several of these op
erations are rather large (several workers 
and a small press), they are usually one per
son operating a mimeograph machine. Usu
ally the material is typed or hand-printed. 
Also, there are not commercial operations.

As for the statement that many Christians 
believe that the persecuted church is the 
true church, this viewpoint compares the 
persecuted church, which is like steel that 
is put in the furnace and made stronger to 
the official church, which is like lead that is 
soft and easily pounded into shape.

This article tried to make us see faithful 
believers as criminals when actually they are 
saints and martyrs.

Steve Nelson 
Box L
Bells, TN 38006

I understand that minors may attend wor
ship services, but may not join a church 
(nor most other organizations in the Soviet 
Union) until they reach the legal age of 18. 
(editor)

Preaching to Presidents
Dear editor:

I was interested in Charles Trentham’s 
statement (Feb. 17) about the apparent 
difficulty in his preaching to the President, 
his family, and other government people, 
lest he try to advise rather than inspire. I 
think we all can understand his situation 
and appreciate it.

It brought to my memory a statement I 
read about Daniel Webster on being asked 
why he attended church in the country 
rather than attend in Washington where 
other important men attended. He replied 
that when he attended church in Washing
ton, the preacher preached to him as Dan
iel Webster, the senator; but when he at
tended in the country, the pastor preached 
to him as Daniel Webster, the sinner.

If I were to advise Trentham regarding 
his preaching, I should say, “Preach to Jim
my Carter, the sinner.” Frankly, I think 
this is how he would want it. If not, it 
would be all the better reason why it should 
be this way. The gospel is the power of 
God unto salvation to everyone that be
lieves, to the Democrat as well as the Re
publican. For therein is revealed God’s 
way of righting wrong.

A. A. Carlton
First Baptist Church
P. O. Box 467
Lenoir City, TN 37771
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By Jim Griffith
In an all-out attempt to break the world’s record, an eleven-year-old boy in Mor

ganton, N.C., has jumped on his pogo stick a total of 26,439 times during a period of four 
hours and 26 minutes.

Say what you will, it must be admitted that here is a boy who knows what it means to 
get on the stick.

No doubt, when he was born, his parents thought he was a bouncing baby boy, 
but they never expected him to carry it this far.

Think of it—a new pogo stick jumping record! Perhaps there is a sense in which this is 
something of a commentary on our times. Nowadays, even the Christian life is 
a series of ups and downs.

But still, even with such a display of endurance and determination, it will be difficult to 
attract very much attention with this feat. World conditions being what they are, 
everybody is a little jumpy.

Bible Puzzle
Answers on Page 15

ACROSS

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 6 9 10 11

12 13 14

15 16

18 20

21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34

35 36 37 38 39 40

41 42 43 44

45 46 47

48 ■49 50

51
L

53

1 Article
4 “wifeof-” (Matt. 1)
9 Before the bloom

12 “— and godly fear” 
(Heb. 12)

14 Chemical suffix
15 my heart”

(Psa. 86)
16 It dried up 

(Mark 11:20)
18 Jesus’ ancestor 

(Luke 3:35)
19 With David 

(1 Sam. 20:35)
20 Hostel
21 Kind of ship: abbr.
22 Flower
24 June words
26 Dispatched
27 One-time performer

29 “— be revealed” 
(2 Thess. 2)

32 “— of filthy lucre”
(1 Tim. 3)

33 Dripping
34 of fire” (Rev. 19)
35 Herb
36 They shall be 

ashamed (Mic. 3:7)
38 Son of Noah
41 O.T. book: abbr.
43 Mortar mixer
44 Roster
45 “— of good works” 

(Tit. 2)
47 Mount (Hab. 3:3)
48 Old auto
49 Biblical character 

(Gen. 37:36; poss.)
51 Sense organ
52 “with barbed —” 

(Job 41)
53 Direction: abbr.

CRYPTOVERSE

PXJ WHGR JDHJ HSC AMSQJ QDHUU

UHQJ HGV JDC UHQJ AMSQJ

Today’s Cryptoverse clue: A equals F

DOWN
1 “- in the Lord” 

(Prov. 3)
2 City

(Isa. 37:13: poss.)
3 “all the-” (Luke 3)
4 Mist in Scotland
5 Concerning
6 “an — of days” 

(Isa. 65)
7 Sulphuric and others
8 Segment: abbr.
9 She came to Caes

area (Acts 25:13)
10 Unfinished
11 Letter
13 Greek letter
17 Asian tree
19 It was sold 

(Acts 4:37)
22 Sandpipers
23 English city: poss.
25 Ending for observat 

or compulsat
26 Winter sport’s 

equipment
28 Born
29 “— with the Lamb” 

(Rev. 17)
30 Place (Mark 3:8)
31 “a faithful —”

(1 Pet. 4)
32 Dress
34 Building wing
37 “— of his way” 

(Jas. 5)
38 Trees of Ceylon
39 Perfumes: var.
40 Clergyman’s 

residence
42 Football player: 

abbr.
44 Cheer
45 Prefix meaning 

before
46 Slender finial
47 Letter abbr.
50 At home

P C

Mexico Baptists accept 
seminary, hospital

MEXICO CITY, Mexico— Two giant 
steps were taken by the National Baptist 
Convention of Mexico recently.

In separate ceremonies the Mexican 
Baptist Theological Seminary, located here, 
and the Mexican American Hospital, Gua
dalajara, passed from the management of 
the Mexican Baptist Mission (organization 
of Southern Baptist representatives) to the 
National Baptist Convention of Mexico.

The convention, in accepting the semin
ary and hospital also accept responsibility 
for them. National Baptists were challenged 
to support the institutions with their 
prayers, time, talents, and finances.

Librado Ramos, president of the Mexi
can National Baptist Convention, added, 
“Please tell our brothers in the United 
States who have supported the work here 
in Mexico for many years that there is 
deep gratitude in our hearts for all they 
have done. Southern Baptists have not 
only given us institutions, they have given 
us their hearts. We will continue their 
work with faith in the God of heaven fol
lowing the principles of God’s word.”

Write for free 
color brochure.

FIBERGLASS
• STEEPLES
• WALL CROSSES
• STAINED FIBERGLASS WINDOWS 
• BAPTISTRIES 
• BAPTISTRY 

HEATERS

A/C 214 657-6524 Box 931 Henderson, Texas 75652
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Religious press spokesman 
hits high postal increases

WASHINGTON—Postage rates for non
profit, church-related publications will ex
ceed 1000 percent of pre-postal reorganizar 
tion rates when current law is fully imple
mented, according to a religious editor testi
fying before the Postal Study Commission 
here.

David E. Kucharsky, senior editor of 
Christianity Today, an interdenominational 
publication, told the commission, “The non
profit, church-related press is facing a real 
and critical problem with respect to soar
ing postage rates . . . not matched by the 
for-profit press.

“We do not believe that the Congress in- 
tended that its delegation of authority to the 
Postal Rate Commission included a man
date to penalize the non-profit, church-re
lated press,” he continued in his testimony 
on behalf of four national press associations 
representing Catholics, Protestants, and 
Jews.

FOR SALE
1973 Ford Bus, 391-4 barrel engine, 
automatic transmission, 40 passenger, 
with air, 23,000 miles. Call Mr. Fred 
Wells, Memphis, Tenn., Phone 901- 
743-5174, or write to the Audubon 
Park Baptist Church, 4060 Park Ave
nue, Memphis, Tenn. 38111.

ANNOUNCEMENT OF
TOUR TO EUROPE

AND THE HOLYLAND
DATES: June 23-July 11 (19 Days)

PLACES: England, Italy, Egypt, Israel, 
Greece, Switzerland

COST: $2079 Round Trip From New York
FEATURES: Regularly scheduled jet flights, 

deluxe and superior first-class 
hotels; limited enrollment, fully 
escorted.
Planned by Clyde Bryan Tours, 
Jackson, MS

LEADER: Dr. David 0. Byrd, Jr., Pastor 
West Jackson Baptist Church 
Jackson, TN 38301

For Further Information Write: 
Dr. David Q. Byrd, Jr.

Kucharsky went on to accuse the Postal 
Rate Commission of “irrationality” and “in
equity” in establishing policies which “re
sulted in spiraling postage rates for non
profits far outstripping the increases visited 
upon ‘for-profit’ publications in the same 
mail classification.”

He further charged that administrative 
proceedings which determine rate increases 
have been made so expensive that the non
profit religious press is effectively frozen out 
of the process.

Kucharsky recommended “the elimination 
of the Postal Rate Commission and the sub
stitution of a Postal Rate Setting Forum, 
whose members are responsible to the Con
gress and, thereby, responsive to mail 
users.”

As a further measure, Kucharsky urged 
“the restoration to non-profit mailers of the 
historical postage rate equivalent to one- 
half that paid by the for-profit second-class 
mail publishers.”

Kucharsky noted that there is no “ade
quate substitute vehicle . . . for distribut
ing . . . news” of wide interest to readers 
of religious publications. “When one publi
cation closes down because of soaring costs 
another publication does not move in to 
pick up the slack. That source of news is 
lost forever,” he said. (BP)

I

Retirement home planned 
on Union's old campus

Union University, Jackson, is giving a 
12-month option on a portion of its former 
campus to a group of businessmen who are 
considering the construction of a high-rise 
retirement home, according to Robert E. 
Craig, president of the Baptist college.

Receiving the option will be the WLKN 
Corporation, a partnership of Memphis
based land developers whose plans call for 
construction of a twin-tower residential 
complex estimated to cost more than $10- 
million.

The corporation plans to use a nine-acre 
triangle portion of the former downtown 
campus of the university. Three of the four 
buildings on this portion of the property 
would be renovated to provide support 
services for the retirement center.

Union University moved from this site 
to its new 150-acre campus in north Jackson 
in the summer of 1975.

Tennessee pastor writes 
book for senior adults

Robert Burns, pastor of Powell First 
Church, is the author of a new book for 
senior adults, A Program for Older Adults 
in the Church. The book was published by 
Baker Book House.

The book deals primarily with how a 
church can meet the needs of senior adults 
and the various aspects of growing older. 
Burns is a graduate of Belmont College and 
Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
and has completed further training in clini
cal pastoral care.

BLUEFIELD CHURCH FURNITURE
206 SHAW STREET

GALAX, VA. 24333 PH: 703/236-2931

Manufacturing the finest in 
PEWS and CHANCEL 

FURNITURE
Modern and Traditional 
CALL OR WRITE —

16 DAY TOUR 
ISRAEL-GREEK ISLAND CRUISE- 

ROME-SWITZERLAND
May 28 - June 12

Join DR. JAMES F. EAVES, Professor at 
Southwestern Baptist Seminary, for 
this wonderful trip. We will visit all of 
Israel, Athens, Corinth, Rhodes, Crete, 
Patmos, Ephesus, Rome, and make a 
grand tour of the Swiss Alps. Write 
for information.

Dr. James F. Eaves
P.O. Box 22, 000

Forth Worth, Texas 76122 
817-923-1921 Ext. 240 817-293-4293

Page 12 Baptist And Reflector



Shepherd’s Seminar 77
The Euclid Avenue Baptist Church of Bristol, Virginia will host May 1-4, 1977 the first Shepherd’s 
Seminar of the Mountain Empire area. Some of the nation’s most effective men of God will serve on 
the seminar faculty. Shepherd’s Seminar will attract pastors, staff members, and laymen from all across 
the Southeastern United States for four days of deeper teaching In God’s Word and instruction of the 
dynamics of the local church. There will be great evangelistic services each night in addition to morn
ing and afternoon sessions. Please pray every day for Shepherd’s Seminar 77.

Jack Taylor W. A. Criswell Jerry Vines

Andy Anderson Jamall Badry Rich Liner

Seminar Personalities
Andy Anderson
Jamall Badry 
W. A. Criswell

Action Promotion Specialist of the Sunday School Board.

Southern Baptist Evangelistic Singer from Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.

Pastor of the 20,000 member First Baptist Church, Dallas, Texas.

Rich Liner
Jack Taylor

Jerry Vines

Host Pastor, Euclid Avenue Baptist Church, Bristol, Virginia.

Author, popular Conference Speaker, former Pastor. His books have 
sold more than any other author in the history of the Broadman Press. 

Pastor, Dauphin Way Baptist Church, Mobile, Alabama. Present Presi
dent of the Southern Baptist Pastor’s Conference.

REGISTRATION FORM
NAME

ADDRESS _________________________
ACCOMMODATION PREFERENCE:
Registration Fee: $10.00
Send today to: Shepherd’s Seminar 

Euclid at Park Street 
Bristol, Virginia 24201

MOTEI_______
PRIVATE HOME

$7.50 (and up) 
__ (no charge)

Euclid Avenue Baptist Church
Send in your reservation today. Only a limited number can be accepted for this seminar.

Thursday, March 10, 1977 Page 13



UNIFORM SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, March 13

The way of genuine prayer
By W. Clyde Tilley

Acting Chairman, Department of Religion 
Union University, Jackson, Tennessee

Basic Passages: Luke 11:1-13; 18:1-14
Focal Passage: Luke 11:1-13

The Way to Pray (Luke 11:1-4)
The most desirable teaching situation 

ever is that which is created by a burning 
question. The teachings of our Lord con
cerning prayer in this setting came in re
sponse to the disciple’s inquiry about the 
way to pray. Their express interest in pray
ing attests to a general, pervasive desire on 
the part of man for communion with his 
Source as well as the special consideration 
that John the Baptizer had recently in
cluded this topic in his course of in
struction.

The request, “teach us to pray” (v. 1), 
which these learners (disciples) addressed 
to their teacher (master), contains a two
fold implication. It certainly means teach 
us how to pray. But because man’s knowl
edge of how to do something sometimes 
exceeds his willingness to put that knowl
edge to use, the request may also mean 
more. It could be an appeal for help in 
employing the knowledge about prayer 
which one has. Nevertheless, the response 
that Jesus gave shows that he interpreted 
it, and his disciples intended it, primarily 
in the former sense. It is true, however, 
that man often needs help in both areas of 
his prayer life.

The first part of Jesus’ response is what 
has been traditionally called the Lord’s 
prayer or, perhaps more appropriately, the 
model prayer (vv. 2-4). Luke’s account of 
this model differs from the account found 
in Matt. (6:9-13) in two significant ways. 
It is somewhat shorter due to omissions 
and it is delivered in a different setting, 
being given in response to the disciple’s 
inquiry. In Matthew, it is a part of an ex
tended teaching session, the Sermon on the 
Mount.

Jesus’ model for praying makes two 
major contributions to our knowledge about 
how to pray: it creates a proper perspective 
for prayer (v. 2) and it tells us the sorts of 
petitions that ought to be made (w. 3-4). 
First, what is the true perspective for

Bus For Sale
70 model, 60 passenger Chevrolet 

bus, good condition. Excellent for travel. 
Call Clarence Kirk, Ethridge, TN. Phone 
61.5-762-2729 or 615-762-6606.

prayer? God is to be regarded and ad
dressed as Father. This refers both to the 
intimate filial relation we enjoy with him 
and to the wise, solicitous concern he has 
for us. Our perspective upon God as the 
one who hears and answers our prayers is 
more clearly focused when we approach 
him as one whose name deserves to be 
hallowed and whose kingdom deserves to 
prevail. Our commitment in prayer is to 
the furtherance of both interests. Although 
English translations usually obscure the 
fact, in Greek these two acknowledge
ments are completely parallel:

Your name be hallowed.
Your kingdom come.

Matthew’s account contains yet a third line: 
Your will be done.

Ultimately these lines are not only paral
lel but are indeed synonymous. When any 
one of these conditions prevail, the other 
two are effectually present. What, for in
stance, is God’s kingdom but the hallowing 
of his name and the doing of his will?

From the perspective just given, we are 
invited to address our petitions to God. 
When our commitment is to the hallowing 
of his name and our first allegiance is to 
his kingdom, this will-no doubt condition 
our praying and dictate the petitions that 
we make. There is a sense in which even 
the distinction between material and spirit
ual needs is lost when viewed from this 
perspective. Even our petition for daily 
bread (v. 3) ceases to be merely material 
when our commitment in life is to seek 
God’s kingdom. This is the very purpose 
and the end for which we would be sus
tained by that bread. The simplicity of the 
petition (we want bread and not cake, for 
one day and not for a week) testifies to our 
determination not to let the kingdom of 
mammon replace God’s spiritual kingdom 
in our lives. The daily stipend of bread 
bespeaks an attitude of trust even as it did 
for the children of Israel who were to 
gather only enough manna for each day.

There is a petition that deals with sin 
(v. 4) even as there is one that deals with 
bread. First, we are to pray that sin be 
forgiven. Yet the measure for our forgive
ness to forgive those who intrude upon us. 
For us to ask for more would be pre
sumptuous; for God to give more would be 
indulgent. Second, we are to pray that sin 
be forestalled: “lead us not into tempta
tion.” We not only want our past sins to 

be forgiven but we want our future sins 
to be prevented by having them “nipped 
in the bud.” We will neither regard the 
willingness of God to forgive as indulgence 
for further sin nor will we enjoy those en
ticements that lure us as close to the brink 
as possible without our falling over the 
bluff.
The Way to Trust (Luke 11:5-13)

The model prayer contains enough to 
suggest that prayer is a matter of trust. 
The way we address God and the amount 
of bread we ask for underlie this. One 
could, therefore, know the mechanics of 
prayer without having achieved the atti
tude of trust that is fundamental to pray
ing. Perhaps it was this need that Jesus had 
in mind in these verses. Here he reminds 
us of three things about God which, if 
taken seriously, would make it easier to 
trust him.

1. Our Father’s willingness (w. 5-8). 
The point of this story about the person 
who kept begging his neighbor for bread 
until the neighbor complied is sometimes 
missed. This is not a story of comparison 
which says that God is like this and, if 
begged long enough, he too will comply. 
It is rather a story of contrast which shows 
how different God is. The point seems to 
be that if an uncaring neighbor will event
ually comply if one is persistent enough, 
how much more will a caring and willing 
Father give us the burdens of our hearts 
and the needs of dedicated lives. The story 
about the harsh judge and the wronged 
widow (Luke 18:1-8) makes the same point 
in relation to a more specialized need.

2. Our Father’s wealth (w. 9-10). Jesus 
makes some bold promises in these verses. 
It seems best to take them in the same 
perspective of God-allegiance which begins 
the chapter rather than as blanket promises 
for our reckless and selfish exploitation. 
The actions of asking, seeking, and knock
ing suggest different grades and shades of 
meaning that cover dedicated efforts as 
well as passive petitions. The kind of ac
tion they refer to is a continued, persistent 
action but this again refers more to our 
need for the discipline than to God’s need 
to be persuaded. It is a promise of such 
confidence that it calls attention to God’s 
great resources of wealth which stand be
hind his promise (Ps. 24:1; Phil. 4:19). 
God doesn’t have to worry about his checks 
bouncing!

3. Our Father’s wisdom (vv. 10-13). 
Jesus appeals to the strong parental senti
ments of his hearers in these verses. None 
of them as parents would deceive their 
trusting children who innocently ask for 
good things (fish and eggs) even if they 
could get away with giving them bad things 
with remote similarities (serpents and scor
pions). Even imperfect parents are too 
wise for this; they “know how” to give 
good gifts. How much wiser is our heav
enly Father who gives not only good gifts, 
but the best gift of all—His Holy Spirit.
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, March 13

Peter—
the disciple who denied Jesus

By David C. George, Pastor 
Immanuel Baptist Church, Nashville

Basic Passages: Luke 22:31-34, 54-62; 24:33-34
Focal Passages: Luke 22:31-34, 54-62

The title of this week’s lesson is incom
plete. Peter is not just the Disciple Who 
Denied Jesus, he is the disciple who failed 
yet overcame his failure and obtained a 
new chance. In fact, that is the major 
lesson of this story. None of us need be 
characterized only by our failures if we 
are willing to learn and change and grow. 
Jesus understands our weakness and our 
struggle. He is actively involved in helping 
us achieve victory, if we will stay in such 
a relation to him that he can help us. Even 
when we fail him, Jesus seeks to change 
us and use us to serve his people.

Learning To Know Ourselves 
(Luke 22:31-34)

The disciples of Jesus were pupils in a 
remarkable school. Jesus was constantly 
teaching them. At this point, Peter was re
ceiving his most advanced lesson yet. Peter 
had many gifts for Christian service. He 
was strong, aggressive, expressive, and a 
natural leader of men. But he did not 
know his own weakness, and he did not 
appreciate the strength of the enemy. Jesus 
tried to help him see that the events sur
rounding the cross were going to be too 
much for him. Jesus saw beneath the sur
face of Peter’s life a deadly struggle be
tween Christ and Satan.

With his word of warning, Jesus gave a 
word of hope. He was praying for Peter, 
mobilizing God’s resources in Peter’s be
half. Furthermore, beyond the crisis, he 
foresaw a life of usefulness for Peter. He 
would be able to strengthen others because 
he had discovered God’s strength in his 
own weakness. This prophecy recognizes 
Peter’s role as leader among the twelve, 
but it portrays him as one of a band of 
brothers rather than as a ruling authority.

There are many in the ranks of believers 
who can verify what Jesus was saying be
cause they themselves have come through 
significant failures with God’s help to be
come wiser and more committed. Many of 
us have seen young people on a collision 
course with trouble who just could not 
seem to realize what was about to happen 
to them. In some cases we have seen those 
same youth survive their mistakes and go 
on to become better persons. Others turned 
out more like Judas than Peter. Of the 
ones who made it, we can say they man
aged to stay open enough to let God and 

others help them. Jesus’ word to Peter in
dicates that a major failure, even a great 
sin, doesn’t have to finish anybody. The 
possibility of repentance and the power of 
conversion are available.

Jesus contradicted Peter’s boastful claim 
of total loyalty, surely with a deep sadness 
in his voice. He knew that no man is so 
strong that he does not need to face his 
own weakness.

Experiencing Our Limitations 
(Luke 22:54-60)

One thing was in Peter’s favor. He did 
follow Jesus, even though from afar. Ever 
since the day he had said, “Depart from 
me Lord, I am a sinful man,” (Luke 5:8), 
and Jesus did not depart, Peter had stayed 
close to Jesus. Later, meeting the resur
rected Lord in Galilee, he was the first one 
out of the boat to get to the Master (John 
21:7). He instinctively realized that the 
most important thing in any situation was 
to be as near to Christ as he could. It was 
this, in the end, that saved him.

When they came to the high priest’s 
house, Peter moved into the crowd that 
waited outside. Probably he had not 
thought about people noticing him or rec
ognizing him. He was always reckless. 
When the conversations began, he was 
caught off guard. That’s a strange thing 
about crises and temptations. They do not 
happen the way we expect. We imagine 
how strong we will be, how clever the 
answers we will give, and then we hear 
ourselves saying things we never dreamed 
we would say. Courage and self-control can 
fail so quickly when the unexpected hap
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pens. Peter never expected it to happen as 
it did.

In addition to his pride and undue op
timism, Peter was suffering shock and de
pression due to the sudden loss of so many 
things he had been depending on. Jesus 
was arrested. Judas had turned traitor. And 
where were the other disciples? Apparently 
they had not come along. And what about 
the future? Was everything coming to an 
©nd? Such a time of stress is a time of 
grave moral and emotional crisis. Jesus 
knew it would be like this. Peter didn’t. 
As the Master had forecast, Peter denied 
that he even knew him, and did it not once 
but three times.

Facing Our Failures With Christ 
(Luke 22:61-62)

At the final moment of crisis, Peter saw 
Jesus looking at him. Even though Peter 
had not been strong enough to handle 
what happened to him in the crowd around 
Jesus, at least he was within reach of his 
source of help. Apparently Peter had found 
a position where he could observe Jesus 
and thus was looking when Jesus looked 
at him. Bad as Peter’s denial was, it was 
not a bad place for it to happen.

Peter went out and wept bitterly. He 
had learned a painful lesson, and he had 
betrayed a friend who was more than just a 
friend. The realization of what he had done 
came flooding in on him, and the tears 
came flooding out. There was more than 
just remorse in his weeping. There was 
recognition. The light had finally dawned, 
and the lesson Jesus had tried so long to 
teach had come home. Such a lesson can 
never be learned through words alone. You 
cannot inject insight. It comes only by 
personal experience.

That the lesson was learned can be in
ferred from Peter’s subsequent behavior. 
He did not let this destroy him. He remem
bered Jesus’ promise of prayer and later 
turning to help others. He kept on in spite 
of his failure, and his example can help us.

2825 West End Avenae, Nashville, Tenn. 17203 
615-383-3363
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Anita Bryant's stand on homosexuality 
results in cancellation of TV series

MIAMI BEACH—Anita Bryant’s vehe
ment anti-gay rights activities have cost her 
a potentially lucrative job hosting a daytime 
television show. The Singer Company vice 
president Edward Trevorrow said Bryant’s 
television contract has been cancelled.

At a press conference, she charged that 
the cancellation was “blacklisting. ... I 
have been blacklisted for exercising the 
right of a mother to defend her children, 
and all children, against their being re
cruited by homosexuals,” she said. Bryant

HISTORICALLY
FROM THE FILES

50 YEARS AGO
Clifton Bridges of Dover accepted 

the call of the church at Erin. He 
was to serve both churches on a 
half-time basis.

Grandview Heights Church, Nash
ville was destroyed by fire on Satur
day night preceding the Sunday when 
S. W. Kendrick was to preach his 
farewell sermon as pastor. The Sun
day morning services were held in 
Junior Hall, and the evening services 
were at the invitation of the Wood
bine Methodist Church in its build
ing. The Grandview church was sev
enth in strength of the Baptist 
churches in Nashville.

25 YEARS AGO
Twenty-three nurses were recog

nized in capping exercises by Mid 
State Baptist Hospital School of 
Nursing, Nashville in a ceremony at 
Woodmont Baptist Church.

has been spearheading a petition drive ex
horting the Metro Commission to revoke 
a month-old ordinance prohibiting discrimi
nation against homosexuals.

Singer and the film company making the 
series pilot decided they would prefer a 
hostess whose activities were less contro
versial. The telegram cancelling the contract 
cited the “extensive national publicity ar
riving from the controversial political ac
tivities” Miss Bryant has engaged in.

The show is planned to be a talk show 
with an emphasis on sewing, fashion, and 
arts and crafts. “We want this to be a 
pleasant show,” said Trevorrow. “We’d like 
to have as little difficulty as possible in any 
direction.”

Despite this setback, she said she is un
daunted in her fight to have homosexuals 
“keep their perversions in the privacy of 
their home.” She said she will continue her 
fight in Dade County and expects to launch 
a national campaign to stop a similar bill 
introduced this month in the U.S. Congress.

“I am accountable to God first,” said 
Bryant, a Southern Baptist. “Those who do 
not share in my conviction may continue to 
blacklist my talent, but with God’s help, 
they can never blacken my name.”

Bryant also does commercials for the 
Florida Citrus Commission and First Fed
eral Savings and Loan. Both organizations 
have said they have no plans to cancel her 
contracts, although they have been besieged 
by letters from homosexuals and their sym
pathizers urging the cancellation of the 
contracts. Similar letters have gone to the 
Orange Bowl Committee because she has 
done the television commentary on the 
Orange Bowl Parade. (BP)

Southern Baptists' mission work 
in Uganda started 15 years ago

Foundation

They Did It Long Ago
By Jonas L. Stewart

Executive Secretary-Treasurer
Even in the days of long ago a will was 

considered to be necessary for those who 
were careful in the handling of their financial 
affairs.

It is reported that Prince Nekure of Egypt 
executed the oldest will known to exist. As 
reported, he caused to be written his will on 
the wall of a tomb in the year 2601 B.C. 
The report indicates that it would meet most 
of the legal requirements of a 
modern day will.

We are supposed to have pro
gressed far beyond that ancient 
day. However, many of our 
people do not use their ad
vanced wisdom to properly dis
pose of their earthly possessions. 
Too many estates are left to be 
squandered by careless relatives 
or to be tied up in expensive 
legal wranglings. It is sad to see 
assets so carelessly dissipated 
after being accumulated by a 
lifetime of toil, sweat, and tears.

A Christian will, leaving a 
part or all of one’s estate in 
trust with the Tennessee Baptist 
Foundation as trustee, indicates 
careful planning, spiritual con
cern and a desire for a con
tinuing testimony to the love of 
God.

For information about prepar
ing a CHRISTIAN will, write 
Tennessee Baptist Foundation, 
Jonas L. Stewart, Executive Sec
retary-Treasurer, P.O. Box 347, 
Brentwood, TN 37027.

Walker Memorial Church, Frank
lin was constituted with 37 charter 
members. Loyd Lawrence was pastor.

10 YEARS AGO
G. Frank Cole Sr., 94, a member 

of First Church, Nashville for 73 
years died. Before retirement Cole 
was employed by the periodical de
partment of the Baptist Sunday 
School Board for 45 years.

In a special progress report Carson- 
Newman College had received 
$980,573.21 in cash, pledges, and 
commitments from Baptist churches 
in East Tennessee to build a science 
complex.

RICHMOND—Since Southern Baptist 
Convention missionaries began work in the 
East African nation of Uganda in 1962, 
their work, in cooperation with national 
Christians, has resulted in 75 Baptist 
churches with 5850 members and 67 na
tional pastors.

Southern Baptists first opened work in 
Uganda with a mobile medical clinic. Mis
sionaries are now assigned to the cities of 
Jinja and Soroti. Also, in the capital, Kam
pala, missionaries report encouraging re
sponse to work in several evangelistic cen
ters.

In 1970, the Baptist Convention of 
Uganda was formed and, with its leaders, 
has continued Baptist work and witness. 
Although a number of Southern Baptist 
missionaries were reassigned to other coun
tries because of the uncertainties of future 

development in Uganda, the three couples 
remain under appointment to serve there.

At present four Bible schools operate at 
Jinja, Mbala, Fort Portal, and Soroti. Mr. 
and Mrs. James L. Rice and Mr. and Mrs. 
G. Webster Carroll are stationed at Jinja. 
Rice is business manager and treasurer for 
the organization of Southern Baptist mis
sionaries in Uganda. Both he and his wife 
are also in language study. Carroll is an ad
visor for local churches in evangelism and 
membership training.

Mr. and Mrs. Harry B. Garvin are sta
tioned in Soroti, where he is field evangelist 
and principal of a Baptist Bible School. Area 
pastors attend the Bible School five days 
each month and are graduated after a two- 
year course of study. Mrs. Garvin conducts 
a Bible School for the pastors’ wives two or 
three days each month. (BP)
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