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Mothers Day offering to aid. 
Baptist child care ministry

Bellevue ranks 
2nd in members

Tennessee Baptists will open their hearts 
—and their pocketbooks—next Sunday and 
will share in their ministry of child care 
and related services to dependent and neg
lected children and their families.

The occasion is the annual Mother’s 
Day offering for Tennessee Baptist Chil
dren’s Homes. The goal for this year’s offer
ing is $375,000, which will provide about 
one-third of the operating budget for the 
child care program.

Tennessee Baptists own and operate four 
children’s homes, in Chattanooga, Memphis, 
and Franklin, under the director of a Board 
of Trustees elected by the Tennessee Bap
tist Convention. E. B. Bowen is executive 
director-treasurer.

The theme for this year’s Mother’s Day 
offering is “Child Care—Your Care.”

Bowen said that Tennessee Baptists’ gen
erosity in response to the 1976 offering re
sulted in $394,370, which is more than this 
year’s goal. Because of the detailed budget 
planning process, the 1977 goal was set be
fore the results of the 1976 offering were 
known.

The offering was started in 1961 and for 
the first two years was given at. Thanks
giving. Since 1963 the children’s homes 
offering has been received in connection 
with Mother’s Day. Bowen said that the 
offering has increased year-by-year since 
that time.

The 1977 offering will provide 33 percent 
of the operating budget of the child care 
ministry, with 42 percent coming through 
the Cooperative Program, 13 percent from

Psychology professor and wife 
to speak to ministers7 wives

John Drakeford, professor of psychology 
and counseling at Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, Tex., 
and his wife, will address the Southern 
Baptist ministers’ wives conference at a 
luncheon scheduled at William Jewell Col
lege, located near Kansas City in Liberty, 
Mo., on Tuesday, June 14, from 12:30 
until 2:00.

Theme of the ministers’ wives meeting 
will be “Together— in Mission.”

Tickets will be on sale, Monday, June 
13, in the Convention hall, and free trans
portation will be provided.

designated gifts from churches and individ
uals, and 12 percent from other sources, 
such as memorials and endowments. Addi
tional funds are given for capital improve
ments.

Bowen said that during 1976 the pro
gram assisted 447 different children with 
such services as group living on campuses, 
foster home assistance, mother’s aid, and 
social work services to individuals and fami
lies. At the present time there are 259 
children being cared for at the four 
campuses.

Tennessee Baptists became interested in 
the care of neglected and dependent chil
dren shortly after the state convention was 
organized in 1874. The first children’s home 
was opened in Nashville in 1891. This was 
later moved to Franklin. The West Tennes
see Home was started in 1950, and the East 
Tennessee Home opened in 1954.

Bellevue Church of Memphis continues 
to be the second largest church in the 
Southern Baptist Convention, according to 
statistics compiled from church letters by 
the research department of the Baptist Sun
day School Board.

Bellevue’s membership is listed as 11,407, 
which is second only to First Church, Dal
las, Tex., which reported 18,869 members.

No other Tennessee church was in the 
20 largest SBC churches.

Since the last compilation two years ago, 
Bellevue’s membership had increased 1604, 
or 16.4 percent, from 9803.

Seven of the top 10 largest SBC churches 
were in Texas. Third place in the member
ship ranking was First Church, Lubbock, 
Tex., with 10,445.

Statistics, compiled from 34,652 churches 
reveal 21,461 churches—or 61.9 percent— 
in the 299 member and below category;
10,779 churches—or 31.1 percent—in the 
300 to 999 category; 2242 churches—or 
6.5 percent—in the 1000 to 2999 category; 
and 150 churches—or four tenths of one 
percent—in the 3000 to 5999 category.

No other church exceeds the 10, •Illi
mark, although First Southern, Del City,

(continued on page 13)

Heart attack takes life 
of Russell T. Martin

Former Tennessee Baptist Convention 
Executive Board member Russell T. Martin 
died April 23 while vacationing in Tampa, 
Fla. The 66-year-old Nashvillian suffered an 
apparent heart attack.

Services were held at Eastland Church in 
Nashville where Martin was a deacon and 
had served as treasurer. Burial was in 
Woodlawn Memorial Park.

He rotated off the Executive Board of the 
TBC in 1975 after serving a six-year term. 
He was a former member of the Board of 
Trustees for Baptist Hospital in Nashville 
and for the Baptist Sunday School Board.

Survivors include his widow, Kathleen 
Hauser Martin; three daughters, Mrs. Jeff 
Bloomer, Shipman, Va.; Martha Louise 
Martin and Mary Ruth Martin, both of 
Nashville; a son, Russell T. Martin Jr., Old 
Hickory; and two grandchildren.



Baptist student ministries grow 
to 47 new campuses in past year

NASHVILLE—Evidences of steady 
growth in Southern Baptist student work, 
including 47 new campus programs and 673 
campuses with potential student ministries, 
highlighted the annual survey of state stu
dent directors taken by National Student 
Ministries of the Southern Baptist Sunday 
School Board.

Over a two-month period each year, 
Charles Roselle, secretary of the Sunday 
School Board’s National Student Ministries, 
meets individually with state directors to 
discuss current needs and future programs. 
Statistics then are compiled into a categor
ized report.

The 47 new student ministries reported 
bring the total to 1071 programs, which in
volve more than 127,000 students. Of the 
20 state conventions reporting increases, the 
two with the highest increases were in the 
New York and Northwest conventions.

In addition, “many untouched campuses 
are in newer convention areas,” Roselle said, 
referring to the more than 600 campuses 
identified for new work, “as well as in the 
‘traditional’ Southern Baptist convention 
areas.”

Traditional areas include states such as 
Alabama, Illinois and Texas, all of which 
reported campuses, many of which are new 
colleges or universities, where new student 
ministries could be started.

The number of students preparing for 
church-related vocations, estimated at 12,- 
840, is up from 1976, and is “in keeping 
with the overall growth and enrollment in 
Southern Baptist seminaries,” Roselle com
mented, adding that this growth could be 
a future “predictor” for seminary growth.

Anniversary celebration 
held at Lebanon church

The 125th anniversary of Rocky Valley 
Church, Lebanon, was celebrated by mem
bers, former members, and former pastors 
last month. Also present for the occasion 
was the church’s new pastor, Jerry R. Smith.

Established in 1852, the church was a 
member of Concord Association until 1921 
when it joined the newly formed Wilson 
Association. Thirty-seven pastors have led 
the church which now has approximately 
275 members.

Smith, a native of Tennessee, came to 
Lebanon from Bartow, Fla., where he was 
pastor of North wood mission of First 
Church.

Approximately 400 persons attended the 
celebration at the church, according to Mrs. 
R, E. Dunaway, church clerk.

One reason for consistent growth in stu
dent ministries, according to Roselle, is due 
to more than 350 volunteer directors who 
are currently serving. Volunteer workers, a 
relatively new concept in student work, are 
a “good solution in many places where needs 
are apparent and financial resources are not 
available in the near future,” Roselle said. 
A total of 376 full-time and 385 volunteer 
directors were reported.

Increased student involvement in missions 
also was apparent from state reports. In 
1976 approximately 1075 students were in
volved in student missions, in addition to 
those students appointed by state conventions 
and the Southern Baptist Home Mission
Board. Students financed mission opportuni
ties by raising $445,004, an increase of
almost $90, •IKI over last year.

Court upholds teachers right 
to use reasonable punishment

WASHINGTON—Local school officials 
and teachers cannot be forbidden to ad
minister corporal punishment to school 
children, the U.S. Supreme ruled here in a 
5-4 decision.

The slim majority concluded that the U.S. 
Constitution’s prohibition against “cruel and 
unusual punishment’” -does not apply to 
spanking pupils for disciplinary reasons and 
that students are not entitled under the “due 
process” clause to a hearing before a 
paddling is administered.

The majority opinion, written by Justice 
Lewis F. Powell, held that the practice of 
corporal punishment in the schools dates 
to Colonial days and that the founding 
fathers had no intention of banning it. The 
practice is rooted in English common law, 
Powell noted, and is governed by the “single 
principle” that “teachers may impose rea
sonable but not excessive force to discipline 
a child.”

Powell, joined by Chief Justice Warren E. 
Burger and Justices Potter Stewart, Harry 
A. Blackmun and William H. Rehnquist, 
argued further that the ban on cruel and 
unusual punishment contained in the Eighth 
Amendment to the Constitution “was de
signed to protect those convicted of crimes” 
and not “as a means of maintaining disci
pline in public schools.”

Justice Byron R. White, speaking for 
Justices William J. Brennan Jr., Thurgood 
Marshall, and John Paul Stevens, disagreed,

Monterey pastor named 
Watauga missions head

Bill Powell, pastor, Monterey First 
Church, has been named director of mis
sions for Watauga Association. He will 
assume the new post June 1, according to 
Leslie Baumgartner, director, Missions dept., 
TBC.

Powell served the Monterey church for 
11 years and was associate pastor at Grace 
Church, Nashville, prior to his tenure in 
Monterey. He is a graduate of Carson- 
Newman College and attended Southeastern 
Baptist Theological Seminary.

Active in associational work, he was also 
a member of the Executive Board of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention and a mem
ber of its Christian Services Committee.

The pastor will succeed Gertrude Hale as 
director of missions. Hale retired in De
cember 1975.

saying that if the Constitution protects con
victed criminals from beatings, it likewise 
ought to protect school children.

White accused the court majority of ad
vocating the “extreme view” that “corporal 
punishment in public schools, no matter 
how barbaric, inhumane, or severe, is never 
limited. . . .” He also said that he personally 
favors spanking in some instances.

The case decided by the court was 
brought by the parents of two students from 
Drew Junior High School in Dade County 
(Miami), Fla., who were subjected to re
peated paddling during the 1970-71 school 
year. (BP)

C-N schedules Clifton Allen 
for Southern Baptist studies

JEFFERSON CITY — Clifton Allen, 
former editorial secretary for the Sunday 
School Board, has been named the visiting 
professor to occupy the chair of Southern 
Baptist studies at Carson-Newman College.

C-N academic dean, Roy A. Dobyns said 
“The chair of Southern Baptist studies was 
established at Carson-Newman by a resolu
tion of the Board of Trustees. The chair 
makes a tremendous contribution to the 
education of our students as well as to the 
total ministry of the Southern Baptist Con
vention.”
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Georgia pastor to deliver messages 
at state family enrichment meeting

Tennesseans named 
as FMB journeymen

Albert Lindsey Cardwell, pastor, Macon 
(Ga.) First Church and a leader in mental 
health work, will deliver keynote addresses 
to the Tennessee family enrichment confer
ence, June 2-3 at Concord Church, Chatta
nooga.

Sponsored by the Church Training Dept., 
Tennessee Baptist Convention, the confer
ence is designed for all members of the 
family and for workers with the family unit. 
Sessions will begin at 7 p.m. Thursday and 
conclude Friday evening.

Individual conferences studies will be of
fered for church staff members in addition 
to sessions on marriage enrichment, parent 
enrichment, the total family, formerly mar
ried, singles, senior adults, senior and junior 
high, older and younger children, and babies 
birth through five years of age.

Howard Stevens Dr. Albert Cardwell
Leaders for the individual conferences 

will include Cardwell; Sunday School Board 
personnel Joe Hinkle, John Hendrix, Harold 
Bergen, and Horace Kerr; Howard Stevens, 
marriage and family counselor, Nashville; 
Mary Jane Allen, Chattanooga; Steve 
Byrum, professor, Chattanooga State Tech-

New endorse ii ent offered
to education students

Education students at Carson-Newman 
College will be able to receive a teaching 
endorsement in teaching the educable men
tally retarded according to provisions made 
at the East Tennessee school recently.

The EMR endorsement involves courses 
in the nature and needs of the mentally 
retarded, survey of exceptional children, 
and materials and methods. Also included 
will be three semesters of supervised student 
teaching in special education. The endorse
ment is available to students completing 
certification requirements in other teaching 
areas, according to academic dean Roy 
Dobyns.

The endorsement will be offered through 
1980, at which time a generic endorsement 
covering all areas of exceptionality will be 
available, pending approval from the Ten
nessee Department of Education.

nical Institute; Ferd White, chaplain, Er
langer Hospital, Chattanooga; Carol 
Mitchum, Hazel Dunn, and Mary Lou 
Harris, all of Chattanooga; and Leia Hen
drix, Nashville.

Special family care workshops will ex
plore work with senior adults, pastoral care 
and counseling skills, hospital care, the 
work of a ministering church, marriage en
richment experiences, and total family lead
ership.

Matt Nevels, director of education and 
promotion, Hamilton County Association, 
will lead the general sessions, along with 
Don Mauldin, adult director, Church Train
ing Dept., TBC, and Forrest Watkins, di
rector of missions, Hamilton County Asso
ciation.

Cardwell has been a pastor in Georgia 
since 1956. He also served churches in 
Kentucky, Virginia, and West Virginia, and 
has been active in denominational work on 
the state and associational level. Addi
tionally, he has spent much time in coun
seling and leading learning and therapy 
groups. He participates in and leads groups 
at the Alcoholic Rehabilitation Clinic, and 
the After-Care Program, Macon-Bibb 
County Health Dept.

Reservations for the conference should 
be made through the Church Training 
dept., TBC, Mauldin said.

Foreign Mission Board to recommend 
that SBC assist Baptists in Canada

ATLANTA—The Southern Baptist For
eign Mission Board voted here to recom
mend that “all appropriate Southern Bap
tist Convention agencies” be encouraged 
to extend a helping hand to Baptists in 
Canada.

The recommendations, made as the For
eign Mission Board met for its major meet
ing of the year outside its Richmond, 
Va. headquarters, will be presented to the 
Southern Baptist Convention annual meet
ing in June in Kansas City.

Action came in response to a motion 
made at last year’s convention in Norfolk, 
Va., by Hazen Simpson, a messenger from 
California. He moved that the conven
tion immediately extend encouragement to 
Southern Baptists dwelling and working in 
Canada by “financial assistance plus any 
and all other means of support made 
available” to areas outside the United States.

The convention referred the matter to the 
Foreign Mission Board for study and con
sideration.

At the meeting here, the Foreign Mission 
Board made a two-part recommendation to 
the SBC:

Nine Tennesseans were among 103 young 
adults approved for training as missionary 
journeymen by the SBC Foreign Mission 
Board. Journeymen are college graduates 
(26 years of age or younger) who serve 
overseas for two years.

The 103 approved, the largest number 
since the beginning of the journeymen pro
gram in 1965, will be joining Southern Bap
tist missionaries in 44 countries and terri
tories after completion of a six-week train
ing period at Meredith College, Raleigh, 
N.C., this summer.

Commissioning services are scheduled 
July 22 in Richmond, Va.

Those approved for training from Ten
nessee and their tentative assignments were 
Glen Byrd, Lenoir City, to Kenya; Becky 
Faulkner, Knoxville, to Jordan; Tom Jack- 
son, Erwin, to Tanzania; Randy and Betty 
Raines, Clinton, to Rwanda; Lois Sams, 
Kingsport, to the Philippines; Peter and 
Jennie Stillman, Lebanon, to Japan; and 
Robert White, Charleston, to Botswana.

The 103 journeymen trainees come from 
21 states and Canada. There are nine 
couples, 62 single women, and 23 single 
men.

The country receiving the largest number 
of journeymen is Kenya, where six have 
been assigned, pending training and com
missioning.

1. That all appropriate SBC agencies be 
permitted and encouraged to give assistance 
and resource help to all Baptist churches, 
associations, and organizations in Canada as 
requested, in keeping with the Southern 
Baptist agencies’ program statements and 
with appropriate consultation between agen
cies.

2. That no worker whose salary is paid 
wholly or in part by any SBC agency shall 
encourage any presently existing Baptist 
church in Canada to affiliate with the South
ern Baptist work.

Some 35 churches and missions in the 
four provinces of Western Canada, whose 
members identify themselves as Southern 
Baptists, are affiliated only with the North
west Baptist Convention (one of 33 state 
Baptist conventions) and have no affiliation 
with a Baptist organization in Canada. (BP)
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Sullivan, reviews year as SBC president
NASHVILLE—Southern Baptist Conven

tion President James L. Sullivan says he 
could not have predicted the work and 
pressure that suddenly confronted him with 
his election.

Sullivan, 67, has declined to be named 
for a traditional second term as SBC presi
dent. By his own admission, he is a hard- 
driving individual who was booked heavily 
even before assuming the highly visible and 
oft-quoted post of SBC president.

Actually, the SBC constitution bylaws 
give the convention president plenty to do 
as a member of the various agency boards, 
convention committees, and certain appoint
ive powers throughout the year. Sullivan, 
as SBC president, is automatically a member 
of the SBC Executive Committee, and pre
sides over the SBC annual sessions.

In recent years, however, the convention 
president has become also a roving public 
relations person, with his time taken up in 
speaking, writing, attending key meetings, 
and granting interviews.

Sullivan, also in the middle of a five-year 
term as vice president of the Baptist World 
Alliance, served over 20 years as president 
of the SBC Sunday School Board in Nash
ville, retiring from the board at the end of 
1975.

His time has been eaten up by more
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By James Lee Young
than 130 speaking engagements with only 
one week free since Labor Day 1976, writ
ing assignments, some 100 letters to write 
a week, plus multiplied news interviews for 
newspapers, magazines, radio, and tele
vision.

At one time, he recalled, six reporters 
were lined up, holding for telephone inter
views. One morning, phone calls interrupted 
his breakfast five times. Reporters still call 
on watts lines and talk at length. With few 
exceptions, Sullivan told Baptist Press, the 
media has been fair and accurate.

Looking toward the Southern Baptist 
Convention annual meeting in Kansas City, 
Mo., June 14-16, 1977, Sullivan said he 
believes a major issue could be the desire 
of 35 Canadian Baptist churches and mis

MUSICIANS—David Smith, Knoxville, (left) and Mark Williams, Paris, join in the trom
bone section of the all-state band, which performed at the recent State Youth Music 
Festival in Nashville.

Tennessee youth music festival draws 
2000 to choir and band competition

Nearly 2000 young people from across 
Tennessee converged on Nashville, April 
22-23, for the 1977 State Youth Music 
Festival.

Baptist youth choirs participated in ad
judication at three locations in the city Fri
day night. They were judged according to 
intonation, interpretation, tone quality, ac
curacy, diction, and appearance. Fifty-two 
choirs registered for the event.

The all-state band, composed of 85 mem
bers representing 26 churches, met for prac
tice at Belmont College. A combined con
cert, featuring band and choirs, was held at 
War Memorial Auditorium Saturday morn
ing.

Guest conductors were James Woodward, 

sions, who consider themselves Southern 
Baptists, to receive more assistance from the 
national agencies of the denomination.

Discussing another potential Kansas City 
issue, Sullivan said he has “no objection to 
full release of all votes” taken at the SBC. 
Under convention procedure in the SBC 
Constitution and Bylaws, the tabulation of 
the vote is “announced and recorded only 
on the request of a majority of the mes
sengers voting.”

The SBC Executive Committee has re
commended that all votes be released on 
issues but they not be released on officers 
unless a majority of the body asks for it. 
Sullivan said, however, “I think Baptists 
have a right to any information they wish

(continued on page 13)

dean of the Warren M. Angell school of 
music, Oklahoma Baptist University, and 
Douglas Smith, school of church music, 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary.

Judging was also held for solo division

ed from the Church Music dept, and the 
three Baptist colleges in Tennessee.

Entertainment was provided by singing 
goups from the three colleges. They in
cluded the Belmont Reasons, Proclamation 
(Union University), and Something Special 
(Carson-Newman College). Sharon Mabry, 
Austin Peay State University, was guest 
soloist.

The festival is sponsored annually by the 
Church Music dept., TBC.
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SBC HOST CITY—More than 16,000 messengers are expected in Kansas City, Mo., 
June 14-16 for the 120th annual session of the Southern Baptist Convention. The SBC 
last met in this city in 1963.

Kendall, Allen to decline 
re-election to SBC posts

NASHVILLE—Clifton J. Allen and W. 
Fred Kendall, two Baptist leaders who have 
long performed the arduous task of record
ing annual Southern Baptist Convention 
meetings and registering ever increasing 
numbers of messengers to those meetings, 
will step down at the end of the SBC an
nual session, June 14-16, Kansas City, Mo.

Allen, 75, retired editorial secretary for 
the SBC Sunday School Board, Nashville, 
was first elected recording secretary for the 
SBC at the Dallas convention in 1965. He 
will complete 12 terms in the post in Kan
sas City.

Kendall, 69, retired executive secretary
treasurer of the Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion, Brentwood, was elected at the Atlantic 
City convention in 1964 and will complete 
13 terms as registration secretary.

Mrs. W. W. Davis dies, 
Crossville WMU leader

Mrs. Walter W. Davis, Woman’s Mis
sionary Union director of Cumberland 
Plateau Association for the past eight years, 
died recently of cancer.

An active member of First Church, Cross
ville, she was a member of the choir, a 
Sunday School teacher, and had previously 
served as church clerk.

Services were conducted by Joe T. 
Nickell, pastor, and Earl Northern, retired 
minister of Crossville.

Survivors include her husband; a daugh
ter, Mrs. Orion Miller, Memphis; and two 
sons, Robert, Norfolk, Va.; and Richard, 
Murfreesboro.

Both men cited appreciation for the op
portunities their offices have given them 
over the years but told Baptist Press that 
they feel it’s time to step down and allow 
a younger person to take over their respon
sibilities.

Earlier, SBC President James L. Sullivan 
of Nashville, retired president of the de
nomination’s Sunday School Board, an
nounced that he would not allow his name 
to be placed in nomination for a traditional 
second term as SBC president.

Kendall, who retired as chief executive 
of Tennessee Baptists in 1972 after 16 years, 
said part of his reason for stepping down 
in Kansas City is that it will give him the 
chance “to bow out in a place that’s meant 
so much to me over the past 50 years.” His 
first pastorate began in the area on July 1, 
1927, when he served concurrently as pastor 
of two churches—in Amsterdam, Mo., and 
Slater, Mo.—about 60 miles south of Kan
sas City.

The Kansas City convention will mark 
his 50th year in the ministry and the 46th 
year of his marriage. He married in Kansas 
City, June 6, 1931.

Allen, who retired from the Sunday 
School Board in 1968 after 41 years of 
service, now lives in Winston-Salem, N.C. 
Kendall lives in Nashville.

Combined, the two men have attended 
85 annual SBC sessions—45 for Allen (in
cluding the last 42 in a row) and 40 for 
Kendall.

The offices of recording secretary and 
resignation secretary are filled each year by 
a vote of the messengers. The recording 
secretary also serves as an ex officio member 
of the SBC Executive Committee. (BP)

Baptist leader objects 
to deprogramming

WASHINGTON—Deprogramming of ad
herents to various religious cults poses a 
serious violation of religious liberty, not 
only for cult members but also for those 
in other groups, a Baptist executive said, 
here.

James E. Wood Jr., executive director 
of the Baptist Joint Committee on Public 
Affairs, said in a statement released here, 
“The current phenomenon of deprogram
ming of adherents to various religious cults, 
such as the Unification Church, Hare Krish
na, and the Church of Scientology, among 
others, must be viewed as constituting seri
ous violations of religious liberty.

“Deprogramming is, in fact, “Wood con
tinued, “incompatible with all of the guar
antees of the First Amendment—the no
establishment and free exercise of religion, 
freedom of speech, freedom of press, free
dom of assembly, and the right to petition 
the government for redress of grievances.”

Recent news stories have revealed that 
“deprogrammers” have kidnapped mem
bers of Catholic groups, as well as two 
young Greek Orthodox women, whose par
ents had them kidnapped because they left 
home to take jobs.

In light of the spread of deprogramming 
to groups other than cults, Wood said, this 
could become a serious threat to everyone. 
“When the rights of any religious adher
ents are abridged, the rights of all religious 
members are threatened. As Baptists, we 
must be firm in our commitment to the free 
exercise of religion for all,” he declared. (BP)

Philippine fire victims 
receive $7,000 in aid

OZAMIS CITY, Philippines—To aid 
victims of an 11-hour fire which destroyed 
7000 homes here on March 31, the South
ern Baptist Foreign Mission Board has 
made available $7000 from relief funds.

Forty-two Baptist families lost posses
sions in the 21-block area, according to 
William T. Roberson, Southern Baptist mis
sionary press representative.

Robert N. (Bob) Nash, administrator of 
the Philippine Baptist Mission, requested 
the money for housing, medicine, food, 
clothing and miscellaneous expenses.

Southern Baptist missionaries Mr. and 
Mrs. Samuel M. Waldron, have helped to 
supply food for the estimated 35,000 left 
homeless.

Ninety-seven percent of the congregation 
of the Ozamis City Baptist Church lost 
homes in the fire. Of the request, $3400 
will go to help in housing reconstruction.
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Our People and Our Churches . . .
Leadership •..

David Ford, minister of music at Nash
ville First Church for the past five years, 
resigned effective July 3. He plans to return 
to the field of concert work on a full-time 
basis. He will be based in Nashville. Frank
lin Paschall is pastor at Nashville First 
Church.

Vernon Turner is the new pastor at 
Philadelphia Church, Indian Creek Asso
ciation. He comes to the post from Point 
Pleasant Church, Buchanan, where he was 
pastor for over 10 years.

Antioch Church, Humboldt, called Rich
ard Woodall as pastor. He comes from the 
position of assistant to the pastor at White
haven Church, Memphis. Samuel R. Wood- 
son was interim pastor at Antioch.

Andersonville First Church called Charles 
Hobbs as interim pastor. He is a former 
pastor of the church.

has served as minister of education at 
Oakhaven, Frayser, and Germantown 
Churches.

Clyde Crocker resigned as pastor of 
Oak Grove Church, Gibson County Asso
ciation, to go to Mt. Pisgah Church, Brad
ford.

Poplar Springs Church, Gibson County 
Association, called Jimmy Yarbrough as 
pastor. He comes from Reelfoot Church, 
Beulah Association.

People...
Wallace E. Johnson, deacon at Union 

Avenue Church, Memphis, gave his testi
mony in the April 1977 issue of The 
Saturday Evening Post. In his testimony he 
said that the Bible gives its reader the 
proper attitude toward life and strength for 
daily survival. Lee Prince is his pastor.

Southside Church, Maury Association, 
held deacon ordination for Dalton Hayes.

Mr. and Mrs. Calvin Denton were hon
ored on the occasion of their 50th wedding 
anniversary at Old Hickory First Church. 
They have been members there for over 30 
years. Norris G. Hite is their pastor.

Robert Maness was licensed to the gospel 
ministry by Pleasant Hill Church, Madison- 
Chester Association. Maurice Hays is pastor.

Cloverport Church, Hardeman County, 
licensed Roger Hatch and James Lynn King 
to the gospel ministry.

Ridgedale Church, Chattanooga, hon
ored Mr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Hight on 
their 55th wedding anniversary. Kenneth 
C. Hubbard is pastor.

Cecil Hopson resigned as pastor of Red 
Hill Church, Clinton Association.

James Kinser resigned as pastor of North
port Church, East Tennessee Association, 
to accept a call to Talbott Church, Jefferson 
County Association.

Key US cities announced 
for Bold Mission thrust

Elvis C. McCord resigned as pastor of 
Essary Springs Church, Hardeman County 
Association.

Porter’s Creek Church, Middleton, called 
H. B. Roane as interim pastor.

Omer Crowder resigned as pastor of 
Shandy’s Church, Bolivar.

Durwood Howard is the new minister of 
education at Broadmoor Church, Memphis. 
Jack May is pastor.

Rugby Hills Church, Memphis, called 
Emmett Wade as minister of education. He
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ATLANTA—Six major cities have been 
selected as “key cities”—major targets of 
concern—in the first phase of the Southern 
Baptist Home Mission Board’s Bold Mis
sion Thrust to “evkngelize and congrega- 
tionalize” the nation by the end of the 
decade.

The six cities—New York, Chicago, Los 
Angeles, Baltimore, Seattle, and Houston— 
are phase one of a three-phase project in
volving 16 other cities. New York City is 
included in each phase.

Other phase two cities besides New York 
are Detroit, Washington, D.C., St. Louis, 
Atlanta, San Francisco/Oakland, Portland, 
and Denver. Other phase three cities are 
Minneapolis/St. Paul, Salt Lake City, Phila
delphia, San Diego, Boston, Miami, and 
Kansas City.

“We are committed to giving high pri
ority to these areas,” declared M. Wendell 
Belew, director of the board’s missions 
ministries division, who announced the se
lections.

“The selections are not a minimizing of 
other Bold Mission Thrust opportunities, 
but an effort to select national priorities 
for evangelistic and church extension ac
tivities,” Belew said.

Gerald Palmer, director of the board’s 
missions section, said the key cities are one 
facet of overall BMT strategy, which in

cludes projects and programs in many other 
cities and counties across the nation, in 
conjunction with Baptist associations and 
state conventions.

“The key cities project is really supportive 
of the ongoing Bold Mission Thrust plan
ning which is well underway by state con
ventions and associations across the nation,” 
added Leonard Irwin, director of the board’s 
planning section.

Palmer and Belew said much of the 
board’s effort in the key cities will center 
on consultation and planning and will not 
feature much additional funding.

Belew elaborated: “There will not be a 
lot of new financial resources. We will, 
however, work with local leaders to discover 
needs and find ways of meeting those 
needs.”

Palmer added: “The success of this ef
fort is not to be measured in the number 
of dollars, but on whether we can join with 
these other cooperating units to share in 
the planning as well as in the discovery and 
provision of resources to meet the needs 
of the cities.”

Key cities make up one of four primary 
targets of concern for BMT.

Others are areas without an effective 
evangelistic witness, cultural and lifestyle 
groups, and transitional communities with 
churches in crisis. (BP)
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teypreta tion

Jesus foster-father
By Herschel H. Hobbs

"Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on 
this wise.”—Matthew 1:18

God chose Mary to be the mother of his 
Son. He also chose Joseph to be his foster- 
father. Since Matthew wrote primarily to 
prove to Jews that Jesus was their King, 
he tells of the virgin birth from the stand-

HISTORICALLY
FROM THE FILES

£ 50 YEARS AGO
First Church, Martin, called Mark 

Harris of Ridgely as pastor.

Good Spring Church, Etowah, re
ceived enough money to pay off the 
last $1000 note of indebtedness on 
the new church building which was 
built two years earlier at a cost of 
$7000. Fred R. Webb was pastor.

£ 25 YEARS AGO
J. Curtis Erwin, pastor of Mace

donia Church, near Owensboro, Ky., 
was called as pastor of Magness Me
morial Church, McMinnville. A na
tive of Chattanooga, Erwin succeeded 
E. L. Smothers.

J. G. Miller was the new pastor at 
Parkway Church, Memphis. He suc
ceeded Bob Rochelle.

10 YEARS AGO
First Church, Chattanooga, ex

ceeded its building fund renewal cam
paign goal of $500,000 by more than 
$100,000. The renewal campaign was 
led by the church’s own members 
with Harry C. Carbaugh serving as 
general chairman. The church was 
making plans to move into its new 
facilities on an eight and one-half acre 
tract in Chattanooga’s Golden Gate
way in June. Luther Joe Thompson 
was pastor.

Dallas C. Bivins Jr. resigned as 
pastor of South Knoxville Church, 
Knoxville, to become pastor of First 
Church, Beaumont, Tex.

point of Joseph. But he is careful to show 
that he was not Jesus’ real father (1:16).

According to Jewish custom a couple was 
betrothed. It was something like our en
gagement, only more so. This period lasted 
for some time, maybe even a year. The 
couple lived apart. But during this period 
sexual infidelity on the part of the woman 
was considered as adultery. At the end of 
the betrothal period the couple was married.

When Mary returned to Nazareth from 
her three-months visit with Elisabeth, it 
was evident to Joseph that she was with 
child. Knowing that it was not by him, he 
concluded that she had been untrue to him. 
He is described as a “just” or righteous 
man (1:19). This means that he lived strictly 
by the Mosaic law and expected others to 
do likewise. According to that law Mary 
was subject to be stoned to death. But if he 
so chose, the rabbis taught that he might 
put her away privately. Though he felt that 
she had betrayed his trust, his love prevailed 
over law. So he decided to follow the latter 
course.

Evidently Joseph had wrestled with his 
problem at night. So having decided on his 
course of action, he slept. In a dream an 
angel of the Loid revealed to him the true 
nature of Mary’s condition (v. 20). Also he 
said that her son should be called “JESUS: 
for he shall save his people from their sins” 
(v. 21). “His people” are not Jews only but 
all people. Though he wrote primarily for 
Jews, Matthew presents Jesus as the uni
versal Savior (11:28-30; 28:18-20). Matthew 
notes that this experience of Mary fulfills 
Isaiah 7:14 (v. 22-23). “Jesus” is the Greek 
equivalent of the Hebrew “Joshua” or 
Yeshua. It means “Jehovah is salvation.”

So knowing the situation Joseph without 
delay completed the marriage to Mary. But, 
it was not consummated in sexual union 
until after Jesus’ birth (v. 25).

People without understanding of God’s 
plan would look with scorn upon Mary. At 
her they would hurl their barbs of criticism. 
But Joseph placed his body between her and 
them. Before they could strike Mary they 
must first pass through Joseph’s body.

In Mary’s time of trial Joseph shared 
her shame. But forever he will also share 
in her glory.

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR 
Brings You News First

Devotional

'What's a mother like?
By Josephine Pile

Have you had time to check out the 
women in the recently released Good News 
Bible? They show up beautifully!

When I read about 
that super-lady de
scribed in Proverbs 
31, first I saw en
tirely too much to 
live up to. Then I 
thought of a mother 
who has embodied 
much that is there:

“She keeps herself 
busy making wool 
and linen cloth.

“She gets up before 
daylight to prepare 
food for her family.

“She is strong and respected and not 
afraid of the future.

“Her children show their appreciation.
“Give her credit for all she does. She 

deserves the respect of everyone.”
Right there is one of my friends: Mrs. 

Addie Craver, mother of five.
Mama Craver’s husband died when her 

youngest child was only two. The eldest, a 
son, was a young teenager. Mama set to 
work to support the family with her sewing. 
She made it a privilege for the children to 
help out and to earn money. At the same 
time, she taught them love of beauty, the 
joy of real quality in contrast to the imita
tion.

She took them to church and prayed 
each of them into the Kingdom.

She built a family team who love one 
another and work together.

A New Testament super-lady is de
scribed this way: “Your beauty should 
consist of your true inner self, the ageless 
beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is 
of the greatest value in God’s sight” (1 
Peter 3:4).

That’s my mother: Mrs. Irene Pile. She, 
too, has been granted extra years of life, 
and she continues in ageless beauty. She 
bears the grace of a long life spent in 
service to her Lord.

Long before women began to break into 
new vocational fields, she was a pioneer 
hospital chaplain, serving at Baylor Uni
versity Hospital in Dallas, winning countless 
persons to Christ. For many years she was 
an effective Sunday School teacher.

No one ever doubted that Christ lived in 
our home or that our purpose was to honor 
Him.

In paying tribute to two godly mothers, 
I salute yours as well—still young, middle- 
aged, or grown old. We children appreciate 
them.

Pile is senior design editor of youth materials 
for the Baptist Sunday School Board and a teacher 
in the youth division of First Church, Nashville.
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EDITORIAL

For evil to triumph, just do nothing
“For evil to triumph, it is only necessary for good men to do 

nothing.”
If you doubt the truth of this statement made by British 

statesman Edmund Burke, you need only to examine the politi
cal scene in Tennessee as the threat of pari-mutuel gambling
grows in our state.

The issue is extremely critical. SB 250 was introduced by 
Sen. Jim White, Memphis, and was referred to the State and
Local Government Co niii ittee. That co llill ittee gave their ap-
proval to the proposal and referred it to the Senate Finance
Co iiin ittee, which voted 4-4 on the matter. The bill was ap-
parently killed when Lt. Gov. John Wilder took a stand—
then considered “co inn endable”—and refused to vote to send
the controversial bill to the Senate floor.

Wilder later reversed his stand, and on April 26 the Finance
Committee was to re-consider SB 250. The only “re-considera
tion” by that co muittee on that day was to honor White’s
request to refer the bill back to the State and Local Govern
ment Committee. White had utilized a rarely-used legal tactic 
to get the bill to a committee where he feels he has enough 
votes to get it passed on to the full Senate for a vote. That 
committee is supposed to consider SB 250 this week.

If White has correctly assessed his support in the State and
Local Government Committee (of which he is a member), a bill
to permit legalized gambling in Tennessee could come to the 
Senate in the very near future.

Technically, the bill as it now reads would allow residents 
of Shelby County to have a referendum on whether or not that

local government could operate a horse racing track which 
permitted gambling on the races through a pari-mutuel system.

Memphis and Shelby County officials have placed tremen
dous pressure on our legislators to pass this questionable bill. 
Forget their arguments about entertainment values and tour
ist attractions—the west Tennessee metropolitan area needs 
money! How tragic it is when government (whose purpose is 
to serve the citizens) uses fund-raising tactics which prey on 
the citizens’ weaknesses. Just think how much tax money 
comes from the sale of beverage alcohol and tobacco—and 
now they want to add gambling to the list.

Our legislators are elected by the people of Tennessee to 
do what is best for our state. We should expect them to 
withstand pressures from special interest groups and to pro
tect our citizens from the menace of gambling.

Is there interest in pari-mutuel gambling in Tennessee?
Yes. The legislators are being constantly pressured by 

those who stand to gain financially from permitting gambling 
and the related evils it will attract.

But what about the people of Tennessee? What about your 
friends? What about your church members? What about you?

Frankly, if our legislators depended only on their mail and 
telephone contacts which urged opposition to SB 250, the bill 
would pass overwhelmingly.

Lt. Gov. Wilder told us that between the time (April 12) 
that he kept SB 250 from coming to the Senate vote and the 
time (April 19) when he stated he would not interfere, he re
ceived ONLY FIVE LETTERS SUPPORTING HIS AC
TION. Surely, more than five of the 4,400,000 citizens of our 
state would agree with and appreciate what he did on 
April 12.

Sen. White told us that he has had only a “handful” (less than 
eight) letters opposing his bill to permit pari-mutuel gambling 
in Shelby County. Surely, more than eight of the 4,400,000 
citizens of our state are apposed to SB 250.

Do your senator and representatives know how you feel 
about permitting pari-mutuel gambling in Tennessee? They 
need to hear from you personally. Resolutions passed by groups 
and petitions signed by many names carry very little weight, 
when compared to die impact of a personal letter from you.

If you don’t know the names of your senator and represen
tative, call your local court house.

Write to your senator or representative at their home address 
or to the State Capitol, Nashville, TN 37219.

Be courteous. You can disagree without being mean or nasty.
Be brief. There is no need to explain all your arguments— 

they have heard them numerous times.
Simply explain in a brief letter why you are opposed to pari

mutuel gambling in Tennessee and urge them to vote against 
SB 250 or HB 675 or any similar attempts to legalize gambling 
in our state.

Sign your letter and give your full address.
And—most important—do it NOW.
“For evil to triumph, it is only necessary for good citizens 

to do nothing.”
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Cicero’s 
comment

By the editor
“Cicero, I need your help in making my 

unofficial announcement that I am available 
to be drafted as the next president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention,” said my 
telephone caller, who identified himself as 
Camp Payne, pastor of the Big Deal Baptist 
Church.

Cicero reminded the caller that tradition
ally Baptists did not campaign for such 
offices.

“Yes, I know,” Payne groaned, “but I 
cannot turn my back when the tide of 
popular opinion demands one’s service.”

Cicero stated several sentences that didn’t 
seem to have endings, then stammered, 
“Tell me about this ‘tide of popular opin
ion’ you are feeling.”

Brother Payne broke with emotion. “It’s 
so unbelievable, that I have a hard time 
believing it myself. If I were not known to 
be so humble and unassuming, it might ap
pear that I planned it all.”

I wondered, “What all?”
Camp cited that he had been in telephone 

contact with a number of pastors through
out the country (he didn’t say who placed 
the calls), and he had asked each one the 
question, “Don’t you think that either you 
or I ought to be elected president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention?” Payne 
cleared his throat, “Would you believe that 
78 percent of them answered Yes.”

Payne eased out the information that he 
had been writing a lot of letters to his 
friends—especially those likely to show up 
in Kansas City—complimenting them on 
their birthdays, Sunday School attendance, 
anniversaries, grass on their lawns, printing 
in the church newsletter, sermon titles, etc.

Camp also noted that his name had ap
peared in his state paper 17 times during 
the past year.

“I have asked—ah, have been asked by— 
several prominent pastors to put my name 
in nomination,” Payne pulsed.

Cicero was cautious, but did manage to 
agree that a new president would be elected 
in Kansas City, since James Sullivan did not 
want a second term.

“I’ll talk to you later, Cicero,” Camp 
Payne continued. “I need to make a few 
more phone calls to people about their 
plans to draft me.”

to ScUt&i...
Letters on any religion-related subject are welcomed. Letters of over 300 words 
will not be used. Other letters may be shortened at the discretion of the editor. 
No unsigned letters will be printed, but writer’s name will be withheld for 
sufficient reason. Letters must contain complete address.

Changing attitudes
Dear editor:

In our society today where we have made 
increasing strides in medicine, transporta
tion, and communication, we have also wit
nessed a changing attitude in women’s roles. 
Many women have since then excelled in 
careers which were once open only to men.

Yet there is an increasing reluctance to 
accept women in the church as being equal 
in spiritual matters. Many Baptist men and 
women alike feel they are justified in pre
venting women from taking leadership roles 
in the church for fear that this action is not 
Christian. I feel this is a misconception in 
interpreting the Bible for its implied mean
ing of spiritual equality.

I believe the New Testament to be the 
inspired Word of God, yet it is a human 
interpretation, subject to the historical per
iod in which it was written. When Paul 
wrote his epistles, women were considered 
inferior and subject to their husbands. Many 
of Jesus’ teachings show a revolutionary 
break from this tradition. Few men in 
Jesus’ time were concerned with the spiritual 
plight of women, much less prostitutes. His 
actions showed that God loves all people 
equally regardless of sex and makes no dis
tinction between the spiritual ability of 
either men or women.

Many people have forgotten our debt to 
women who were the true base of Chris
tianity during the first century. It seems 
ironic that we would discriminate against the 
very ones who greatly helped generate the 
first church.

I feel that God speaks to each generation 
through many different and unorthodox 
methods. It seems to me that the sin lies 
not in the acceptance of women deacons, 
but in the rejection of new revelations that 
God constantly gives to our church.

Jim Cochran,
Box 5305, St. B, 
Vanderbilt University, 
Nashville, TN 37235

The use of gifts
Dear editor:

I was amazed at an article (April 21, 
page 16) about Oak Hills Church in Ohio. 
Are we to understand from that article that 
we as Baptists might be “asked to leave a 
church if we should happen to be given the 
gift of tongues” or believe in “footwashing,” 
and what is meant by alien immersion?

Matthew 18:19 says to baptize in the 
name of the Father, Son, and the Holy 
Ghost, yet Peter did it in the name of the 

Lord Jesus. Matthew 3:16 and Luke 3 say 
Jesus was baptized, but not how He went 
into the water or what position He was in 
when He came up.

As for speaking in tongues, I Corinthians 
12-13 are on the gifts of the Holy Spirit. 
If we are to believe the whole Bible as we 
are taught, then we will believe it all, not 
just what suits us. And if the Holy Spirit 
should give us the gift of tongues or proph
esy or healing instead of preaching or teach
ing, what are we to do—keep it to our
selves and not use it? That sounds like a sin 
of omission. I for one want all that God 
and the Holy Spirit have in store for me, 
and the Bible says Jesus prays for us in 
groanings to the Father.

Are we to become the seventh church in 
Revelation 3, neither hot or cold? And what 
happened to the word “autonomous”?

I would that God would see fit to give me 
any gift He chooses, so that I will become 
stronger or “hot” as it were for the cause 
of Christ.

Like Jimmy Davis, Savannah, TN, I find 
it in the Holy Bible. There’s an old saying, 
the Bible says it, I believe it, that settles it, 
or to coin a phrase of today’s teens, “That’s 
heavy.”

Mrs. Joan Erickson 
Rt. 9, Billon Dr.
Crossville, TN 38555

Status of servants
Dear editor:

With amazement I read the letters of 
men whose purpose seems to be to relegate 
women to the status of servants, without 
feelings, desires, or the ability to serve God. 
Obviously, these men are the gods to be 
served. How strange that they have so lately 
discovered convenient passages in Paul’s 
letters. I am aware of these, but I also 
know that it takes a lot of mental gvmnas- 
tics to get this attitude from the words 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Only these are 
the undisputable words of God. I believe 
that Paul was inspired, but he was not God, 
hence not infallible.

Paul approved of the works of Phoebe, 
the deaconess, as well as the work of 
other women in the church. He seems to 
have welcomed their help wholeheartedly. 
Strange that he could do this and still not 
permit women to teach, etc. We must know 
that Paul was faced with the deeply em
bedded mores of the period. If the disciples 
asked Jesus why men should marry under 
restraints of Christianity, what must have 

(continued on page 12)
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Two Missouri Baptist colleges
cited, in. church-state aid case

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo.—In the wake 
of a court suit against two Missouri Baptist 
schools’ involvement in a state student aid 
program, the Missouri Baptist Convention’s 
Executive Board voted here to express “full 
confidence” in a convention-elected com
mittee studying impact of public funds going 
to colleges.

Southwest Baptist College, Bolivar, and 
William Jewell College, Liberty, were 
among several defendants in the suit, filed 
by Missourians for Separation of Church 
and State, charging that the Missouri Col
lege Student Grant Program is being ad
ministered unconstitutionally and in viola
tion of the laws of Missouri. F

Joining the two Baptist schools as de
fendants are the commissioner of higher 
education, the nine members of the Missouri 
Coordinating Board on Higher Education, 
and seven other church-related colleges.

The Missouri Executive Board’s state
ment said, “We regret the lack of coopera
tion and confidence expressed by the recent 
legal action taken by critics who are by
passing due process as adopted by demo
cratic and Baptist procedures . . . We call 
our brothers and sisters to await the report 
of the special study committee.”

A. L. Palmer, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Trenton, Mo., is president of Mis
sourians for Separation of Church and State 
and a trustee of Southwest Baptist College.

Among those joining in the suit are former 
Missouri Baptist Convention President Hugh 
Wamble, a professor at Midwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Kansas City; W. Ross 
Edwards, retired editor of the Word and 
Way, news pubheation of Missouri Baptists; 
Roger D. Briggs, pastor of First Baptist

SHARE BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR 
WITH A FRIEND

Church, Bethany, Mo.; and James Tatum 
of Anderson, Mo., a former member of the 
Missouri Convention’s executive board.

In a news release about the suit, Palmer 
said the student aid program is administered 
unconstitutionally because “grants are going 
to students which attend schools which dis
criminate on the grounds of religion and sex 
in hiring administrators, faculty or staff, or 
in admitting students.”

The news release stated the state con
stitutional provisions are violated because 
the program “is being administered in such 
way as to support religion directly or in
directly, to entangle the state with the 
church-related schools, and to encourage 
church-related schools to give up or slacken 
their religion-related practices in exchange 
for public funds.”

In November of 1976, Southwest Baptist 
College and William Jewell College were 
found to be in compliance with the state 
laws pertaining to the Missouri Grant pro
gram. Students attending those schools were 
declared eligible for continued participation.

The next month Hannibal-LaGrange Col
lege, a Baptist school, was ruled ineligible 
because it openly discriminated in hiring 
practices on the basis of religion. (BP)

Sullivan names Resolution Committee, 
gives suggestions for presentations

KANSAS CITY, Mo.—Daniel Grant, 
president of Ouachita Baptist University, 
Arkadelphia, Ark., has been appointed chair
man of the Committee on Resolutions which 
will report to the Southern Baptist Conven
tion, which meets in annual session here, 
June 14-16. Grant was once a professor at 
Vanderbilt University, Nashville.

SBC President James L. Sullivan of Nash
ville appointed the committee in consulta
tion with SBC vice presidents Dotson M. 
Nelson of Birmingham and Mrs. Carl E. 
Bates of Charlotte, N.C.

Sullivan urged all persons submitting 
resolutions to (1) do so in advance in writ-
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Buses, child care 
planned for SBC

KANSAS CITY, Mo.—Arrangements for 
preschool child care, bus shuttle service and 
postal service have been announced for the 
annual meeting of the Southern Baptist Con
vention here, June 14-16.

The preschool child care center, located in 
Bartie Exposition Hall just west of the SBC 
registration desk, will open 30 minutes be
fore each session and close 30 minutes after.

Costs are $3.50 per child for each session 
and $2.50 for each additional child in the 
same family, with an additional charge for 
late pickup. If the child eats a noon meal in 
the facility, the charge will be 50 cents 
extra.

Bus shuttle service between the convention 
center and most hotels will be provided. As 
in previous years, tickets will be sold to 
those riding buses.

Shuttles will operate for the morning and 
evening sessions. Since automobile parking 
will be difficult to find within three to five 
blocks of the Convention Center, a spokes
man in Kansas City encourages SBC mes
sengers to use the shuttle service.

The Kansas City postmaster will provide 
a postal station in Bartie Exposition Hall, 
located near the registration desk, with full 
postal service from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. during 
the convention. (BP) 

ing, wherever possible, to help streamline 
the procedure; (2) check resolutions passed 
by previous conventions (in convention an
nuals found in many church offices) to avoid 
repetition; (3) consult whenever possible, 
with the chairman or members of the Reso
lutions Committee before a resolution is 
submitted to the convention; (4) be prepared 
to turn in a written copy of the resolution 
at the platform if it is made from the floor.

“These simple steps will avoid confusion 
and overlapping,” Sullivan said.

Resolutions to be submitted should be 
sent as soon as possible to Daniel Grant, 
SBC Resolutions Committee, Ouachita Bap
tist University, Arkadelphia, Ark. 71923.

Time and place of the committee’s pre
convention session will be announced.

Two Tennesseans were named to the 10- 
member Resolutions Committee. They are 
Henry E. Love, minister of education at 
First Church, Memphis, and Al Shackleford, 
editor of the Baptist and Reflector, Brent
wood. (BP)
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By Jim Griffith
When asked which they liked better—their TV sets or their daddies, a whopping 44 

percent of 156 four-to-six-year-olds preferred their television sets to their fathers.
Shocking, isn’t it? Or is it?
After all, the TV set is always available as a companion.
The TV lights up when the child enters the room and the TV always speaks to the child 

which is in contrast to the father who is often glum, grouchy, and pre-occupied.
With daddy busy with other things, it is not unusual for the television to show 

more warmth toward the child.
Say what you will, it must be shocking to many fathers of small children to realize 

that in the contest for the affections of their children, they have lost out to what is 
commonly called “the boob tube.”

Of course, the problem may not be too hard to understand. Obviously, the fathers and 
the children are not on the same channel.

Bible puzzle
Answers on page 14

ACROSS

1 “—of edifying” 
(Eph. 4)

4 Organic structures: 
abbr.

8 Window part
12 Fenced city 

(Josh. 19:35)
13 “all manner of —” 

(Neh. 13)
14 Size
15 “even unto---- ” 

(Acts 26)
18 Arizona city
19 Hill (Josh. 24:30)
20 Tanker
23 Passage: abbr.
25 Formerly Persia
26 Ivan, for one

27 Man of the Punites 
(Num. 26:23)

30 “he------- ” (Mark 1)
33 Letter
34 Chemical suffix: pl.
35 So as to include
36 Fastener
37 Son of Caleb

(1 Chron.2:18)
38 Perpendicularly
41 Give a —
43 “------- unto the 

mountain” (Deut. 33)
48 Great man 

(Josh. 14:15)
49 Major or Minor
50 Be ill
51 Place (Josh. 19:13)
52 Son of Mushi

(1 Chron.23:23)

53 Color: abbr.

DOWN

1 Job’s land 
(Job 1:1; poss.)

2 Prepared
3 Sin
4 Proprietor
5 Teases
6 Jesus 

(Heb. 13:20; 2 words)
7 Time unit: abbr.
8 He entered Judas 

(Luke 22:3)
9 Tune

10 Comprehends
11 Jumble
16 Catkin
17 A Nigerian people
20 French river
21 Chief ruler

(2 Sam. 20:26; poss.)
22 “I will put my —” 

(Heb. 8)
24 Diminutive of 

Rachel: poss.
26 “for - sake” 

(Gen. 18)
27 Arch in Edinburgh
28 “and came — him” 

(John 4)
29 “---- of Abraham” 

(Luke 19)
31 Source of evil 

thoughts (Mark 7:21)
32 Zodiac sign
36 Ashur’s wife

(1 Chron. 4:5)
37 Close: archaic
38 A radar display
39 Rabbit
40 Mediterranean island
42 Church part
44 Asian city
45 Day or check
46 — in one’s teeth
47 Old cloth measure

CRYPTOVERSE
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Today’s Cryptoverse clue: D equals R

On Matters of

Family Living
By Dr. B. David Edens 

Director, Marriage and Family Program 
Stephens College—Columbia, Missouri 65201

Future statistics
Changing Times Magazine (Dec. 1976) in 

an article titled, “What Future for the 
American Family?” did its own speculating 
as follows: smaller families, but more of 
them.

That’s the prospect for the next couple of 
decades. The stream of babies born during 
the 1950’s and early 1960’s is moving into 
prime marrying age, and the number of 
husband-wife households in the country will 
grow at the rate of about a million a year, 
allowing for the effect of death and divorce 
on existing families.

What will future families be like? Trend
watchers project this picture:

—Most will live in the suburbs. Subur
ban populations are growing at twice the 
rate of the population as a whole.

—They’ll live in smaller homes. Apart
ments and townhouses will become far more 
common. More two-bedroom houses will 
appear.

—Nearly half will have total household 
incomes equivalent in buying power to 
$20,000 or more today. Nearly a third will 
earn better than $25,000.

—The divorce rate will remain histori
cally high. Couples will be less constrained 
by social sanctions against divorce and more 
confident of the wife’s ability to earn a 
living on her own.

The article continues, “Far from the 
verge of collapse, then, the American family 
appears to be in a period of adjustment. 
When the smoke clears, most authorities 
expect that the family will still occupy the 
central position in most people’s lives. Its 
contours may be changed, but the institu
tion will be readily recognizable.”

MWBTS professor dies
KANSAS CITY, Mo. — Clifford Ingle, 

professor of religious education and church 
administration at Midwestern Baptist The
ological Seminary here, died suddenly of a 
massive heart attack, April 18, at his 
suburban Kansas City home.

The 62-year-old professor joined the 
Midwestern Seminary faculty in 1959, just 
two years after the school’s founding. (BP)
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Baptists' historians examine 
techniques of communication

NASHVILLE — The Southern Baptist 
Historical Commission and its auxiliary 
Historical Society spent two days here con
ducting business and examining techniques 
and implications of “Communicating Bap
tist History Through Contemporary Media 
and Art Forms.”

The Historical Commission re-elected 
Richard D. Patton, pastor of First Church, 
Portland, Tenn., as chairman; approved a 
1977-78 budget of $246,950, which in
cludes $17,000 from the commission’s pro
gram reserve funds; and proposed a 1978- 
79 budget of $282,750.

The 1977-78 budget represents a $31,211 
decrease from the originally proposed bud
get of $278,161. The new budget figure is 
based on Historical Commission income 
and a $200,000 allocation from the South
ern Baptist Convention Cooperative Pro
gram unified budget which the SBC Execu
tive Committee will recommend to the 
annual session of the SBC, June 14-16, in 
Kansas City, Mo.

The commission also voted to launch a 
major pamphlet series over the next several 
years on significant events, movements and 
leaders in Baptist history to help Baptists 
and others gain a better understanding of 
Baptist history and heritage and its impli
cations for contemporary life and issues.

In other action, the commission discussed
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long-range plans and presented its 1977 
Norman W. Cox Award for outstanding 
historical writing in either the commission’s 
publication, Baptist History and Heritage, or 
The Quarterly Review, published by the 
SBC Sunday School Board. The award, 
which is open to all writers, went to 
Thomas R. McKibbens Jr., associate pastor, 
Broadway Church, Louisville, for an ar
ticle, “The Life, Writings and Influence of 
Morgan Edwards,” in Jan.-Feb.-March 1976 
issue of The Quarterly Review.

Other Historical Commission officers are 
Walter B. Shurden, associate professor of 
church history, Southern Baptist Theologi
cal Seminary, Louisville, vice chairman; 
and Marguerite S. Babb, Nashville, editor 
of The Quarterly Review, secretary-trea
surer. Shurden is a former professor at 
Carson-Newman College, Jefferson City.

Next year’s meeting of the two organiza
tions is set for April 24-26 at Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Fort Worth. 
(BP)

Ethiopia missionaries 
plan to continue work

RICHMOND—Southern Baptist mission
aries stationed in Ethiopia presently plan 
to continue their work, using the capital, 
Addis Ababa, as their base.

No missionaries have had to leave Ethi
opia as a result of recent political develop
ments which caused the Ethiopian govern
ment to request some’ American govern
ment personnel to leave. Also, missionaries 
to Ethiopia, now on furlough in the U.S., 
plan to return as scheduled.

In a telephone conversation, April 25, 
with Davis L. Saunders, the Southern Bap
tist Foreign Mission Board’s area secretary 
for eastern and southern Africa, mission
aries indicated they do not plan at this 
time to move back into the countryside, but 
they will be working in the rural areas from 
Addis Ababa.

Missionaries in recent weeks have moved 
their families, at the request of the Ethio
pian government, from bases in rural areas 
affected by political upheavals.

Plans are continuing for Charles A. 
Hampton, missionary associate, who has 
just completed missionary orientation, to 
go to Ethiopia in the immediate future to 
become pastor of the English-language con
gregation at Christ Chapel in Addis Ababa. 
“Even with some American personnel leav
ing, there are enough English-speaking peo
ple in Addis Ababa to make Hampton’s 
ministry very important and timely,” Saun
ders said. (BP)

More letters
(continued from page 9) 

been the questions of Paul’s followers? His 
objective was to preach Christ and Him 
crucified. Hence, he temporized with the 
rules as had Moses “due to the hardness of 
their hearts.” He makes a weak case for 
men’s domination and women’s low estate. 
Obviously, this attitude has led to the double 
moral standard that still plagues the whole 
world. You know from secular history that 
where the lowest esteem for women is 
found, you find the most backward nations 
which are sadly lacking morally, economi
cally, and politically.

My dictionaries say that “deaconess” is 
the female of “deacon,” both positions of 
service. The two groups complement each 
other, not compete. Should women be rele
gated to a secondary position because she 
is a deaconess and not a deacon? I believe 
that God is no respector of persons.

Mary G. Pittman 
2947 Falkirk Rd. 
Memphis, TN 38128

Can't come home
Dear editor:

Now and then I have a bit of nostalgia 
for the “land of my birth.” But my reading 
of the Baptist and Reflector serves to re
mind me that, like Wolfe said, there is no 
way to go home and, in this case, I am 
glad. I am even hesitant to go through 
home. My reminder usually comes in the 
form of a “cute” editorial or some legalis
tic letter to the editor and a response.

I know. I am not a Tennessee Baptist 
either, so I have no right to expect the edi
torials to be serious attempts to reflect on 
the intersection of gospel and contemporary 
issues, and I have no right to expect re
sponses to be more helpful. But I can wish.

R. N. Sanders, pastor 
First Baptist Church (ABC), 
Carbondale, IL 62901

If this paper has kept you away from 
Tennessee and Southern Baptists, let me say, 
“Prodigal, come home!” (editor)

Jerusalem newspaper praises 
missionary-led choir concert

JERUSALEM, Israel—Following a pres
entation of Mendelssohn’s “Elijah” in a 
church here recently, members of the Sing
ers of Praise choir were described by a 
leading music critic as “committed per
formers.” The group is conducted by South
ern Baptist representative Martha Murphey.

“This was a commendable effort by the 
Baptist community in Israel,” wrote Yo- 
hanan Boehm in the English-language news
paper Jerusalem Post. He cited the “volun
teer spirit, the love of music and the devo
tion to the cause” evident among the 60 
singers.
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Sullivan reviews
(Continued from page 4)

concerning their own operation.”
On the so-called debate between “con

servatives” and “liberals” in the denomina
tion, Sullivan cautioned against identifying 
anyone as a liberal, “unless we recognize 
that it depends on what subject you’re 
talking about.” He called such debate, how
ever, “potentially healthy” for the de
nomination:

“It’s the cross fertilization of ideas and 
testing of facts that enables 80 percent of 
the people we refer to as the ‘silent middle’ 
to make up their minds as to what is right 
. . . It’s best that discussion be underway 
rather than explode without knowledge. You 
can’t always interpret what’s happening 
when emotions reach a certain pitch.”

Addressing some other issues, Sullivan 
said he could not get as excited as some 
about the “latest wave” of the charismatic 
movement: “It comes and it goes away,” he 
said, noting also that this is the third such 
movement he has seen in his lifetime.

On Bold Mission strategy—Southern Bap
tists’ efforts to evangelize the world by 
2000, he said the goals and ideals are ideal
istic and perhaps unreachable, “but this 
isn’t bad ... we should always reach be
yond ourselves, to enable us to reach further 
than we would otherwise.”

He cautioned that the use of too many 
terms or themes for the various segments 
of the Bold Mission strategy might confuse 
people trying to understand what the de
nomination is doing in terms of mission 
strategy.

He predicted that for the near future not 
many women will become pastors of South
ern Baptist churches but that many could 
and likely will become professors and in
structors in Baptist seminaries and colleges, 
institutional chaplains and church staff 
members.

“I think, traditionally, people are going to 
prefer men pastors,” he said.

“. . . In the SBC, we have quite a few 
women ordained as deacons, but it’s still a 
matter of controversy and differences of 
interpreting Scriptures.”

Eventually, Sullivan said, women and 
ethnics will come “to have more positions of 
leadership at all levels of SBC life . . . it’s 
moving in that direction. I think it will 
come in time, and we’ll be logical and ac
cept it when it does come.”

On taxation of churches, Sullivan said: 
“Religious institutions and churches ought 
to pay taxes on any area of their work that 
isn’t related to their charter purpose ... If 
you put in some facility in general competi
tion with the public, you ought to pay taxes 
on it . . .” But, “We should not be paying 
taxes in areas where a church is being the 
church with its own spiritual ministry . . . 
The power to tax is the power to destroy,’ ” 
he said, quoting John Marshall, 19th cen
tury U.S. Supreme Court Justice. (BP)

BSU teams aid in relief work 
after floods recede in South

“We walked into homes and saw nothing 
but piles of mud. We had to shovel it out. 
All the furniture had been either washed 
away or thrown out into the street for 
someone to pick up. The floors were buck
led, and it was dangerous to walk on them.

“The health department was asking peo
ple to move out of their homes and into 
other places of shelter, but most of the 
people wouldn’t go.”

Lynn Wilson, a student at East Tennessee 
State University and member of the Baptist 
Student Union there, described to Baptist 
and Reflector her initial reactions of the 
scene in Williamson, W. Va. where she and 
several other BSU members volunteered to 
work following recent floods in the area.

Another BSU team from Carson-Newman 
College worked in the southeast Kentucky 
area.

Relief efforts in Williamson, which is 
located in extreme eastern W. Va., were 
centered in the Tug River area disaster 
center. Wilson and her companions spent 
their first few hours organizing food in the 
stock room and cooking for over 2000 per
sons who crowded into the center during 
the day.

Afternoon efforts centered around shovel
ing mud out of homes and into the streets

Bellevue ranks
(continued from page 1)

Okla., ranks fourth with 9935, and First 
Church, Amarillo, Tex., holds fifth spot 
with 9244.

Others, ranked sixth through tenth re
spectively, are First, Houston, Tex., 9049; 
First, San Antonio, Tex., 8961; Dauphin 
Way, Mobile, Ala., 7276; First, Wichita 
Falls, Tex., 7188; and Travis Avenue, Fort 
Worth, Tex., 7132. No other churches 
exceed 7000 members.

The 10 Southern Baptist churches in the 
6000-member range, which comprise the 
second 10, are First, Jacksonville, Fla., 
6918; First, Atlanta, 6784; North Phoenix 
(Ariz.), 6657; South Main, Houston, 6562; 
First, Tulsa, 6522; Walnut Street, Louis
ville, 6373; First, Jackson, Miss., 6356; 
Cliff Temple, Dallas, 6226; First, Midland, 
Tex., 6188; and First, Lawton, Okla., 6048.

ALLEN ORGAN FOR SALE
Church or chapel size, two manuals, 
complete pedal board, self-contained 
speakers, walnut finish, like new, $3000. 
Write S. F. BAKER, 177 Boxwood Dr.,
Franklin, Tennessee 37064

and hosing down floors. Attics were con
verted into living quarters in order for 
families to be able to remain in their 
homes.

Fred Witty, BSU director at ETSU, said 
that 395 homes were destroyed, 1152 homes 
suffered damage, and nearly 6000 families 
were affected. There were no deaths or 
injuries reported.

Officials in Williamson told the BSU 
group that the immediate need is for work
ers to come into the area and help in indi
vidual homes. The only item needed is 
money.

Ricky Hester, BSU director at Carson- 
Newman College, said his group worked in 
Loyall, Ky. at the First Baptist Church.

People in the small southeast Kentucky 
town had been working in their homes and 
had not had time to clear debris from the 
church.

“We waded through 12 inches of mud on 
the church’s first floor in order to clean 
chairs and tables,” he said. “And furniture 
made of wood had to be thrown out.” The 
ceiling had caved in on the first floor.

Efforts of the two groups were aided by 
the short-term missions program of the Stu
dent dept., TBC, according to Bill Henry, 
associate in the department.

Both groups expressed a desire to return 
to the areas they had served. Wilson, re
calling the scenes she had observed, said, 
“The people knew why we were there. We 
witnessed to them by working side-by-side 
in a situation which seemed hopeless. Yes, 
I will go back.”

MINISTERS
How would you like to 

lead a pilgrimage to the 
Holy Land, flying directly 

from Knoxville to Jerusalem 
in January, 1978?

If interested please write 
or call:

MENESES TRAVEL 
AGENCY

P. O. Box 11606 
315 Mohican Street 

Knoxville, Tennessee 37919

Tel: Knoxville, Tennessee 
615-588-3577
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UNIFORM SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, May 8

A faith that works
By Don H. Olive 

Coordinator of the Philosophy Department 
Carson-Newman College, Jefferson City, Tennessee 37760

“By the power vested in me by the state 
and as a minister of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ, I pronounce you man and wife!” It 
is by those frequently heard words, pro
nounced by the right person in the right 
situation, that John and Mary are married. 
Note how different such a statement is 
from one which merely reports that “John 
and Mary are married.” The first statement 
performs the marriage; the second reports 
it. The first statement is active; the second 
is passive.

It is this sort of contrast that James 
made in the faith-work passage in his 
epistle. Supposing that James’ emphasis 
upon works destroyed faith, Martin Luther, 
the founder of the Protestant Reformation, 
said the book of James is without substance. 
He called it a “strawy” epistle in some of 
his earlier writings. But this need not be 
the conclusion, when it is understood that 
James was drawing just such a contrast 
illustrated above. To say “Jesus is Lord” is 
to do something, rather than to report 
something. This was James’ point.
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Dead Faith
James called a passive, reporting faith, 

dead faith. According to the example given 
by James, such a faith reports that Jesus is 
Lord. Even the demons do this. Such faith, 
obviously, does not affect the behavior of 
the one who makes this report. A dead 
faith sees and pronounces blessing, but it 
does not perform its task. It says, “Go in 
peace, be warmed and filled”; but it does 
not give “the things needed for the body.” 
It notes the fact that Jesus is Lord, but it 
does nothing about it.

Of course, dead faith is no faith. James 
recognized this. Dead faith is like a square 
circle. It is a contradiction of terms. And 
only a fool contradicts himself. So, James 
noted the “foolish fellow” that maintains 
that he has faith to confess Jesus as Lord, 
but does not the will of God. The one who 
shouts, “Jesus is Lord” and does not what 
he did, is at best foolish and at worst 
demonic. To say “Jesus is Lord” and 
behave towards those to whom he min
istered—the little, the poor, the sinner—in a 
pious and calloused way is to deny faith 
altogether. Fools or demons say to the 
hungry, the tired, the poor, the dispossessed, 
the powerless, and the needy, “Go in 
peace.”

Living Faith
To have a livng faiths on the other hand,
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is to confess Christ. It is to perform two 
actions like the acts of a two-act play. The 
first action is that of commitment, commit
ment to Jesus the Christ. It is to acknowl
edge that in him only do we know what 
God is like. He is God to whom promise 
and pledge are appropriate. He is the 
definition of God for us, and as such we 
have our being in him. The second action 
of living faith is that of behavior. Because 
God behaved toward us in such fashion as 
he did in Jesus, we respond with like be
havior.

The illustrations which James provided 
are those of Abraham and Rahab. In telling 
both these stories James resisted the tempta
tion to divide a man up into what he is and 
what he does. We even talk about the 
person and the work of Christ, as if these 
were and could be different things. We talk 
about being a Christian but behaving in an 
unchristian way. Such a division is foreign 
to the Biblical understanding of man. We 
are what we do, and this is James’ testi
mony of Abraham and Rahab.

For each of these to have been the indi
viduals of faith means that they behaved 
in a certain way. They did certain things. 
They did the will of God. Abraham would 
have been a fool or a demon to say, “I 
believe God” and not offer Isaac upon the 
altar. Rahab’s action in receiving the mes
sengers and preserving their lives are in
separable from what she was. She was what 
she did. This is living faith—Abraham and 
Rahab each were whole.

In su iiiii ary, then, we note James’ recog
nition that to confess Jesus as Lord is to do 
something, rather than to state a fact. The 
Christian must pledge and promise the 
whole of life to Jesus and behave in the 
ways which were and are his ways. Only this 
is living faith, the only real faith at all. 
This faith strips us of that “cheap grace” 
which is supposed only to change what 
we are and not what we do. We minister 
as he ministered. We do as he did. He is 
still the Christ, Messiah, inasmuch as His 
followers still give the report given to John’s 
messengers: “The blind receive their sight, 
the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf 
hear, the dead are raised up, the poor have 
good news preached to them.”

believe me not” (John 10:37).
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, May 8

Qualifying as a church leader
By David C. George, Pastor 

Immanuel Baptist Church, Nashville, Tennessee

Basic Passage: I Timothy 3:1-15
Focal Passage: I Timothy 3:1-13

Church leaders should measure up to 
high standards. That does not mean that 
other Christians do not need to measure up 
to high standards. There is no double 
standard for leaders and members. But 
there is progress in the Christian life, and 
those wo lead must exemplify the kind of 
life that is the goal for all Christians.

Qualifications for leaders are the subject 
of much discussion and concern in churches 
today. Changing standards in society have 
affected people in churches. Churches which 
have taken in new members often face the 
same problems the first-century Ephesian 
church faced. Those who are in Christ and 
in the church need to uphold a standard of 
morality and conduct that is different from 
that in the world. Those who become 
members of the church need instruction in 
such standards. We cannot assume that their 
background in the world has prepared them 
f^r li^ in the church.
The Office of Bishop (I Timothy 3:1-7)

While the New Testament does not clearly 
spell out the number, nature, and duties of 
church officers, scholars generally recognize 
that there are two such offices described, 
bishop (equivalent to elder) and deacon. 
Bishop is the English form of the Greek 
word episkopos, meaning overseer. As 
church officers developed in the second 
century and later, this office evolved into a 
position of authority over a number of local 
congregations, but there is no evidence for 
such a practice in the New Testament itself. 
The overseer described in I Timothy is the 
pastor or leader of a local congregation. 
Thus it is misleading to translate episkopos 
as bishop as the King James Version does. 
For this lesson we will use the term over
seer.

The position of overseer is called an 
office and a good one. The man who 
desires or aspires to the office is com
mended. In other words, the concept of 
being called to the ministry does not rule 
out the person’s own healthy motivations 
for a satisfying career.

The lengthy list of qualifications given by 
Paul is fairly general and covers many 
areas. It bears some resemblance to lists 
of official standards for secular offices in 
the first century. In general, the overseer 
must be blameless. This does not mean 
perfect, else who could serve? It means not 
open to criticism, not vulnerable to accusa
tion of wrong doing. The various character

istics could be arranged in ever-widening 
circles beginning with personal qualities, 
extending to family relationships, then 
church relationships, and finally a man’s 
reputation in the outside world. A citizen 
of Dallas once said of George W. Truett, 
“It would be worth what the church pays 
him just to have a man of his quality 
walking the streets of Dallas.”

The area of family life is given special 
emphasis. A man’s conduct of his home life 
is the acid test of his character and his skill 
in human relationships. Paul apparently 
regarded the church as an extended family, 
requiring the same moral and spiritual quali
ties of its leader as the family requires of a 
husband. Here again, we could not expect 
perfection, but it should be clear which way 
the balance is tilted. A Christian leader 
should present a high standard of Christian 
family life.
The Office of Deacon (I Timothy 3:8-13)

The word “likewise” in verse 8 implies 
that the deacon should have virtually the 
same qualifications as the overseer. In fact, 
many items are the same in both lists. Both 
deacons and pastors should be proven and

Myers, ex-Vietnam missionary, 
to aid FMB overseas division

ATLANTA—Lewis I. Myers Jr., South
ern Baptist missionary who served in Viet
nam, has been elected associate to the di
rector of the Foreign Mission Board’s over
seas division, effective July 1. He was elected 
to the newly-created position during the 
April meeting of the Foreign Mission Board 
at the Wieuca Road Baptist Church here.

As associate to the overseas director, he 
will work under the supervision of the 
director to augment the effectiveness of the 
division. He will work closely with the 
consultants in the division to assist them in 
coordinating and strengthening their pro
grams of responsibility. (BP)

CHURCH FURNITURE
From Factory to Church 

RAINSVILLE CHURCH PEW 
COMPANY 

Route No. 1, Box 405 
Rainsville, Ala. 35986 

Phone 205-638-2467 or 638-3882 
Also we upholster old pews. 

tested, not new or immature believers. Both 
must set a good example in family life.

The word deacon is a word that English 
has borrowed from the Greek. It literally 
means servant. It is often used for any 
person who serves, not just for church 
officers. In its verb form it is even used 
of Jesus himself. Acts 6:1-6 is generally 
thought to be the record of the beginning 
of the office of deacon, although the noun 
deacon is not used there as an official title. 
The office seems to have been designed to 
perform various acts of ministry which 
supported the work of the apostles and 
elders and freed them to give primary 
attention to the ministry of the word. 
However, Acts 7 and 8 indicate that two 
of the seven extended their deacon ministry 
into active preaching and evangelism.

One word of warning which Paul has 
for both overseers and deacons concerns 
the use of wine. No drunkard could be an 
overseer, and a deacon should be one “not 
addicted to much wine.” (RSV) Even 
though moderate use of wine was nearly 
universal in that day and time in the 
Mediterranean world, the dangers of alco
hol were clearly recognized. In our modern 
world those dangers have been multiplied 
many fold by distilled liquors, the hazards 
of automobile travel, and other pressures of 
modern life. For those who would set a 
high example, total abstinence from alcohol 
is the most effective stance a Christian 
can take.

Having required high standards of dea- 
cone, Paul goes on to promise high rewards. 
By serving well in this capacity, a man will 
achieve a good standing in his relation to 
the church and the world and he will 
achieve a stronger faith and a more satis
fying relationship with his Lord.
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FMB approves new areas for missionary endeavor '"""‘“I0"
RICHMOND—Reaching toward the goal 

of missionaries in at least 125 countries by 
the end of the century, the Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board recently approved 
work in five new areas.

Only one, the Cayman Islands, will be 
immediately listed officially as one of the 
political and geographical entities where 
Southern Baptists have missions work. The 
others will not be added until personnel are 
assigned to them, said J. Winston Crawley, 
director of the board’s overseas division.

The board also heard reports of moving 
ahead with efforts to open work in Swazi
land. Approval to enter that country was 
given by the board in April 1975.

Active Baptist work began in Rwanda, 
approved as a mission field by the board in 
March, with the arrival of the Earl R. 
Martins in Kigali, the capital. At first, the 
Martins will be engaged part-time in study 
of the Nyarwanda language. (That language 
and French, in which the Martins already 
have some proficiency, are the official lan
guages). The Martins, formerly missionaries 
in Tanzania and Kenya, will begin their 
ministry with seven congregations in the 
Kigali area. No established churches are 
there. An estimated 200 additional Baptists 
have moved to the area, but have no one to

North Central emphasis 
notes 109 new churches

INDIANAPOLIS—Since the North Cen
tral Missions Thrust got underway at the 
beginning of 1974, one new Southern 
Baptist church has been organized every 10 
days in the seven participating states.

E. Harmon Moore, executive secretary 
of the State Convention of Baptists in 
Indiana, made the announcement here at 
a meeting of the North Central steering 
committee.

Reports show a total of 109 new churches 
in Iowa, Indiana, Illinois, Ohio, Michigan, 
Wisconsin, and Minnesota during that pe
riod, “which averages out to almost exactly 
one new congregation every 10 days,” 
Moore said.

The North Central Thrust is a cooperative 
effort of the seven states to double Southern 
Baptist work in their area by 1990.

Robert Wilson, executive secretary of the 
Baptist State Convention of Michigan, who 
will serve as chairman of the 1978 em
phasis, said the 1978 goal is for 397 new 
churches and chapels.

Robert J. Hastings, editor of the Illinois 
Baptist and publicity chairman for 1977, 
reported that “The Idea Book” will be 
ready for distribution at the Southern Baptist 
Convention in Kanstas City in June. “The 
Idea Book,” believed to be the first of its 
kind, gives the exact location and brief 
description of all 397 sites for potential 
new churches in the seven states. (BP) 

work with them.
The Herbert W. Neelys have been trans

ferred from Rhodesia to the Cayman Is
lands. They will be stationed on Grand 
Cayman, the largest of the three-island 
group, working with a number of Baptists 
on the island, most of them from Cayman 
Brae.

The new work on Grand Cayman will be 
an outreach of the association on Cayman 
Brae, although distance will preclude more 
than a limited participation.

In South Africa, the Baptist Union of 
South Africa has extended an invitation for 
Southern Baptists to work among the more 
than four million “coloureds” (persons of 
mixed race) in that country. Three couples 
have been requested initially, one in theo
logical education and two in evangelism and 
church development.

In Swaziland, South African Baptists 
asked Southern Baptists to assume responsi
bilities for an English-language congregation 
in the capital of Mbabane. South African 
Baptists have filled this need for the past 
two years. Swaziland is enclosed on the 
northwest and south by Transvaal and on 
the east by Mozambique and Natal.

In the Seychelle Islands, work will begin 
on the main island of Mahe, with emphasis 
on a youth ministry in Victoria, the capital. 
These islands are located east of Northeast 
Tanzania.

One of two Baptists groups at work in 
Bolivia has invited Southern Baptists to 
initiate work in that country. The invitation 
came from the Baptist Convention of Bolivia 
(related to Brazilian Baptist work) which 
sponsors a school of more than 1400 stu
dents and a riverboat^ ministry. Five mis
sionary couples are engaged in convention 
work. (BP)

May 30 set as day of prayer by President Carter
WASHINGTON—President Jimmy Car

ter has designated Memorial Day, Monday, 
May 30, as a Day of Prayer for Permanent 
Peace. He has asked that at 11:00 a.m. on 
that day the people in every locality in the 
nation unite in prayer.

The action comes in response to an act 
of Congress in 1950 asking the President 
to proclaim Memorial Day in memory of 
the men and women who have died in battle 
in defense of the ideals of the American 
nation.

President Carter asked that both govern
ment and private persons fly the flag at 
half-staff until noon on Memorial Day.

“The greatest honor we can pay those 
who have given their lives in our nation’s 
defense is to serve the ideals for which they 
died,” Carter said.

The proclamation continued: “We

What have I done?
By Jonas L. Stewart 

Executive Secretary-Treasurer

An article in a recent church bulletin had 
the above title. It was very provocative. The 
question was asked, What have I done with: 
my Bible, my tithe, my church, my tongue 
and my Christ?

These are legitimate questions and should 
be seriously asked by every pastor and 
cautiously answered by every Christian.

There is one matter left out 
of the above list that pastor 
and people have neglected all 
too long. The question: What 
have I done with my estate?

Most people have done noth
ing to conserve their estate or 
to use their estate to benefit the 
Lord’s work. We forget from 
whom we received it and leave 
it as if the Lord were a for
eigner. Brethren, this ought not 
to be!

Every pastor should urge ev
ery member of his church to 
prepare a Christian will. This 
is a part of total stewardship. 
Our people should know that 
the Tennessee Baptist Founda
tion will help them conserve 
their estate and make it useful 
as a Christian testimony for all 
time to come.

Write or call for more information: Ten
nessee Baptist Foundation, Jonas L. Stewart, 
Executive Secretary-Treasurer, P.O. Box 
347, Brentwood, TN 37027.

properly honor these men and women on 
Memorial Day—as we honor those who 
fought and lived, to continue the struggle 
for peace, freedom, justice, and human 
rights.

“Those of us who have survived the bat
tle, or who never had to bear it, must work 
to assure that no American will ever be 
asked to offer up his or her life in war unless 
the survival of our nation or of democracy 
itself is at stake.

“Let us remember on Memorial Day those 
who have lived and died in pursuit of a just 
peace. Let us pray that, like them, we will 
leave behind us a stronger nation and a 
better world.” (BP)
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