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First Black Student Fellowship 
organized on Knoxville campus

KNOXVILLE—The first organized Chris
tian fellowship for black students on a 
historically white campus has been started 
at the University of Tennessee campus here.

Significant differences between worship 
experiences for blacks and whites make the 
new fellowship a vitally important tool for 
reaching black students, according to John 
Corbitt, part-time consultant for National 
Student Ministries at the Southern Baptist 
Sunday School Board and an ordained pas
tor of a National (black) Baptist church.

For blacks, Corbitt said, religion is more 
emotional, while still retaining the same 
basic intellectual requirements. Religion is 
a liberating force for black Americans, 
Corbitt added.

The new Black Student Fellowship of 
the Baptist Student Union will meet in the 
same building as the existing Baptist Stu
dent Union at the University of Tennessee, 
and will be led by the same campus minis
ter, Bill Lee.

Black students, however, will plan their 
own programs and religious experiences 
with the black religious culture in mind.

In the past, Baptist Student Unions have 
searched to find an effective means to minis
ter to black students on the white cam
puses, but blacks have not responded in 
large numbers. Only two black students were 
actively involved in the Baptist Student 
Union program at the University of Ten
nessee before the Black Student Fellowship 
was organized.

Three weeks after the Black Fellowship 
was organized a total of 47 students at
tended one of the meetings. Contact has 
been made with over 170 black students.

Black churches in Knoxville are providing 
funds to help the Black Student Fellowship 
in its effort to evangelize black students and 
help blacks grow spiritually while on the 
college campus.

Corbitt explained that the desire to es
tablish black student fellowships on his
torically white campuses is an expression 
of pluralism and should not be considered 
a return to segregation.

He added that most people realize that 
America is composed of many different 
and unique sub-cultures and not one sys
tem of thought. The new fellowships hope
fully will encourage blacks to plan and 
initiate programs of interest to allow blacks 
to maintain their heritage while ministering 
on campus.

Corbitt said that over 500,000 black stu
dents currently attend historically white 
colleges and universities, and that over 70 
percent of the blacks who are Christians 
are Baptists.

Distinctively black fellowships where 
students can plan and promote programs 
in the context of the black experience is 
the only way to reach black students ef
fectively, according to Corbitt.

The Knoxville Black Student Fellowship 
will be used as a model to explain the con
cept to campus ministers attending Student 
Weeks at Ridgecrest (N.C.) and Glorieta 
(N.M.) Baptist Conference Centers this 
summer.

Corbitt said he hopes to see at least a 
dozen new Black Student Fellowships 
similar to the Knoxville arrangement within 
the next year, and is optimistic that more 
will be added during upcoming years as 
the concept is more widely understood by 
campus ministers. (BP)

Somerville pastor named 
to Brownsville church

Thomas Pope, pastor of Somerville First 
Church since March 1969, has accepted 
the pastorate of Calvary Church, Browns
ville. He is scheduled to preach his first 
sermon on the new field June 19.

Active in denominational work, he has 
been a member of the Executive Board of 
the Tennessee Baptist Convention, a trustee 
for Union University, a board member 
for the Tennessee Baptist Children’s 
Homes, and a member of the religious 
.affairs advisory board for Union Uni
versity. Presently he is a trustee of the 
Tennessee Baptist Foundation.

Other pastorates have included Hunting
don First Church, Martin First Church, 
Park Avenue Church of Memphis, and 
churches in Kentucky. From 1962-64 he 
was assistant to the president at Union 
University.

Members of the Somerville church ex
pressed appreciation for Pope with a cash 
gift to him and his family. During his 
tenure at the church, there have been 422 
additions and the congregation established 
a mission which became Hickory Withe 
First Church.

May giving said 
lowest this year

Mission giving by Tennessee Baptists ex
perienced its lowest month this budget year 
during May, according to Ralph Norton, 
executive secretary-treasurer of the Tennes
see Baptist Convention. May’s receipts to 
missions through the Cooperative Program 
were $596,135.73, which is 23.9 percent be
low the monthly goal of $783,333.33.

The state Cooperative Program goal for 
the current budget year (November 1976- 
October 1977) as adopted by messengers to 
the 1976 TBC is $9.4-million.

Norton noted that May 1977 was 11 per
cent greater than the Cooperative Program 
mission receipts for May 1976, when $537,- 
167.20 was received.

In reviewing the budget year to date, the 
executive secretary observed that $5,652,- 
560.08 had been given by Tennessee Bap
tists to missions through the Cooperative 
Program during the first seven months of 
the fiscal year. This is 9.9 percent above the 
amount given during the same period last 
year and 3 percent above the convention- 
adopted goal pace for seven months. The 
seven month goal would be $5,483,333.33.

Norton said that the month of May 
closed on the day after a holiday weekend 
which may have delayed the delivery of last 
month’s Cooperative Program gifts from 
some of the churches.

Summer school registration set 
June 13 at Union University

Students planning to register for the sum
mer term at Union University may do so 
on Monday, June 13, according to Hyran 
Barefoot, academic dean. The first summer 
session is scheduled to run from June 14- 
July 15.

Registration for the second session will 
be July 18 for students who have not al
ready registered. The term will run July 18- 
Aug. 19.

Students may choose from 19 fields of 
study for the first session and 16 fields 
for the second session. Nearly 100 courses 
will be available during the two sessions.



CAMPUS—The spire at the entrance to the administration building will greet visitors 
to the campus of Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, as they tour the institution 
during next week’s Southern Baptist Convention in Kansas City.

Midwestern Seminary to observe 
20th anniversary at convention

As in any democratic system, it began 
with an individual recommendation. It was 
given to a committee who brought it, re
searched and polished, to the people. The 
people said “yes.” And Midwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary became, at least in 
Southern Baptist minds and hearts, a reality.

Before 1957, there were five theological 
seminaries owned and supported by the 
Southern Baptist Convention. But with the 
1950’s had come an increased demand for 
ministerial and theological training. Semi
nary enrollments were up all across the 
country. It was during the 1953 convention 
that Southern Baptists began to take a 
serious look at how well their organization 
was meeting its educational needs.

W. D. Hudgins, messenger from Mis
sissippi, began a four-year educational re
view when he recommended “that a special 
committee be appointed by the convention 
to make a study of our total program of 
theological, religious, and missionary educa
tion as it involves financial support from 
the Southern Baptist Convention.”

The recommendation was adopted and a 
12-member committee, designated “the 
Committee on Theological, Religious, and 
Missionary Education,” began its work. For 
two years, they examined the educational 
system of the convention as it was struc
tured.
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When the convention met in Miami in 
1955, the committee gave a lengthy report. 
Projecting future enrollments from the num
ber of ministerial students in Southern Bap
tist colleges, and considering the trend to 
increasing enrollments, they recommended 
the study be continued. They requested that 
it be specifically aimed at the question of 
the need for another seminary to be added 
to the system.

During the next year, the committee in
vestigated numerous suggestions and possi
bilities. Consideration was given, for ex
ample, of the Southern Baptist Convention 
undertaking joint support of an existing 
seminary with another Baptist body. How
ever, this idea along with many others, did 
not seem to fulfill ”the educational needs 
being recognized by the denomination.

When the committee made its recommen
dation to the 1956 convention, they were 
convinced that a new seminary, wholly 
owned and operated by the SBC, should be 
established. The people heartily agreed.

The question then was, “Where?” At
lanta, Memphis, Chicago, Denver, and 
Kansas City were among the top contenders 
for the school’s location. The committee 
went back to work.

On May 29, 1957, the committee brought 
what was to be its final report to the people 
attending the annual convention.

They recommended that the new semi
nary should indeed be established, sug
gested organizational guidelines and pro
posed Kansas City as its location.

The vote was unanimous. Midwestern was 
founded.

Southern Baptists had their sixth semi
nary.

Bible Society uses 
more comic books

NEW YORK—Traditional conceptions 
of Bible translation must expand to include 
work in new media such as comic books 
for newly literate readers and sign language 
for the deaf, five translators told the audi
ence attending the American Bible Society’s 
annual meeting here.

“Scripture cartoons are certainly an effec
tive means to communicate to the millions 
of new readers in the world,” Eugene A. 
Nida, ABS executive secretary for transla
tions, said. “Some estimate that nearly 50 
percent of the readers in Latin America’ 
learned to read through comics.”

He also added that the deaf often do 
not read much, because written English is 
different from the sign language which is 
their “native tongue.” Recent Bible Society 
Scripture publications in signed English 
make the Good News available to them in 
a form they can easily understand.

Nida also reported that the United Bible 
Societies provided assistance to translations 
projects in 560 languages in 1976. These 
languages comprise tongues spoken by ap
proximately 80 percent of the world’s popu
lation.

He also told the meeting that there has 
been a dramatic growth in Bible translations 
work in the 35 years he has worked for the 
ABS. One growth sign is the Bible Society’s 
expanding translations budget. When he first 
began work, it totaled $100,000. Today the 
world translations budget reaches almost $2 
million.

Another notable trend in those 35 years, 
he said, is the growing number of Bible So
ciety translation teams that include Roman 
Catholic and Orthodox members as well as 
Protestants.

The translators cited a rising ethnic con
sciousness throughout the world as one 
cause of this dramatic growth. As churches 
take greater pride in their own ethnic 
identities, they ask the Bible Societies to 
translate the Bible into their own tongues, 
they maintained. “The Bible Societies are 
not drumming up interest,” Nida added, but 
rather are responding to genuine demand. 
(BP)

Ex-Carson-Newman professor 
cited by Missouri college

Herbert J. Miles, emeritus professor of 
sociology at Carson-Newman College, was 
honored by Hannibal-LaGrange College, 
Hannibal, Mo., when they presented him 
with a Distinguished Service Alumnus 
Award at chapel service.

This was in recognition of his contribu
tions as pastor, college professor, and 
author.
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Summer camp dates set at Carson, Linden
Girls in Action and Royal Ambassadors 

will kick off the 1977 Tennessee camp sea
son at Camps Linden and Carson, accord
ing to a recently released schedule.

Summer camp dates begin June 13 at 
Linden and June 20 at Carson. The final 
week-long camp at Linden will end Aug. 
12, with the final day at Carson Aug. 26.

Camp dates, organizations involved, and 
key speakers for Camp Carson include the 
following:

June 20-24—for RAs, ages 9-17 or grades 
4-12. Key personnel scheduled include 
Robert L. Bausaum, retired missionary to 
China; Ralph Cordell, director of missions, 
Campbell County Association (Tenn.); Jere 
Plunk, camp pastor, Carthage First Church; 
Carlos Owens, camp pastor, missionary on 
furlough from Tanzania; and Stanley E. 
Berquist Jr., missionary on furlough from 
Taiwan.

June 27-July 1—Youth camp for the 
hearing impaired, sponsored by the Missions 
department of the Tennessee Baptist Con
vention. A camp for young people, ages 
13-19, the camp pastor will be David B. 
Richardson, missionary to the deaf, Ala
bama Baptist State Convention. Camp di
rector will be Jarvis M. Hearn, missionary 
to the deaf, Tennessee Baptist Convention; 
and assistant camp director will be Jerry 
Seale, Knoxville First Church. Bible teach
ers for the camp will include Ben Cox, 
Memphis First Church, and Doreen Max
field, Tennessee School for the Deaf, Knox
ville.

July 11-15 and July 18-22—Girls in Ac
tion Camps. Speakers and mission personnel 
for the first week will include Mr. and 
Mrs. John Griggs, Rhodesia; Martha Mor
rison, Alaska; Mrs. B. C. Thomas, Malaysia 
Singapore; Ruth Ford, China; Charlotte 
Hamrick, Wyoming pioneer missions. Dur
ing the second week, Pete Gillespie, Japan; 
Anne Margrett, Argentina; Ruth Smith, 
Western Heights, Knox County; Griggs, 
Morrison, and Ford, will head the pro
grams.

July 25-July 29—Acteens in junior and 
senior high school. Martha Morrison, 
Alaska; Pete Gillespie, Japan; Mr. and 
Mrs. Clifford Horne, Christian social min
istries, Nashville; Ruth Ford, China; Anne 
Margrett, Argentina; Michael Pearson, Salem 
Church, Liberty; and David Sapp, Christian 
Life Commission, Southern Baptist Conven
tion, will guide the sessions.

Aug. 1-6 and Aug. 8-12—Church Music 
department youth music camps for junior 
and senior high students who are seriously 
interested in music. Personalities scheduled 
for the first week include: junior high choral 

conductor Wesley McCoy, department of 
music, University of Arkansas at Little 
Rock; senior high cholar conductor John 
Sims, department of pastoral care and coun
seling, Baptist Medical Centers, Birming
ham, Ala.; band director Douglas Smith, 
school of church music, Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky.; and 
camp pastor Joe R. Stacker, Concord First 
Church.

The second week will be led by junior 
high choral conductor Eugene Sutherland, 
Walnut Street Church, Louisville, Ky.; 
senior high colar conductor Paul Hall, 
school of music, Samford University, Bir
mingham, Ala.; band director Douglas 
Smith, school of church music, Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary; and camp 
pastor Charles Earl, Lyons Creek Church, 
Strawberry Plains.

Aug. 15-19 and Aug. 22-26 — Church 
Training camps for every age group within 
the family unit. Classes will be offered for 
general officers, and various age groups. 
Each family is responsible for their pre
schooler. Conferences will be offered on 
Baptist doctrine. Don Pharris, Livingston 
First Church, is scheduled to serve as camp 
pastor the first week, and Joe Easterly, 
Robertsville Church, Oak Ridge, will be the 
minister of music. The second week will 
incluude staff members Earl Wilson, City 
View Church, Knoxville, camp pastor; and 
Gary Allen, Cookeville First Church, min
ister of music.

Dates for campus at Linden have been 
set as follows:

WMU president asks Baptists 
to join in prayer on June 12

BIRMINGHAM—While 20,000 conven
tion-going Southern Baptists are in Kansas 
City, Mo., praying for the launch of their 
Bold Mission campaign to evangelize the 
world in this century, Baptists at home are 
asked to pray also.

Mrs. A. Harrison Gregory of Danville, 
Va., issued a proclamation as president of 
Woman’s Missionary Union, inviting all 
Baptists to pray Sunday afternoon, June 12, 
as the activities of SBC week unroll in 
Kansas City.

“We invite Southern Baptists everywhere 
to join us in the spirit of prayer June 12,” 
Mrs. Gregory said. “We plan for inspiration 
and prayer to be the highlight of the rally 
Sunday afternoon. This will be the first 
major national event dedicated to our drive 
for bold. advances in missions. We think 
prayer is the only appropriate starting 
point,” she said. (BP)

June 13-17—Girls in Action camp—will 
include missionaries Martha Morrison, 
Alaska; Georgia Mae Ogburn, Chile; Ruth 
Ford, China; and Jarvis Hearn, missionary 
to the deaf, Tennessee.

June 20-24—Acteens in junior and senior 
high school—will hear Myrtice Owens, Tan
zania; Mr. and Mrs. Oz Quick, Taiwan; Chip 
Redding, military center, Millington, Tenn.; 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Pearson, Salem 
Church, Liberty; Richard Wakefield, Hen
derson First Church; Ford, and Morrison.

June 25-26—Tennessee Baptist Confer
ence of the Deaf for adults. Sponsored by 
the Missions department, the featured 
speaker for the conference will be Carter E. 
Bearden, field consultant for the Home 
Mission Board, SBC. Bearden will bring 
three messages to the group on “Faith, 
Hope, and Love.”

June 27-July 1 and July 4-8—Girls in 
Action, for girls grades 1-6. Speakers the 
first week will be Martha Morrison, Alaska; 
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Moseley, Brazil; Charlotte 
Hamrick, pioneer missions, Wyoming; and 
Mr. and Mrs. David Dorris, Bangladesh.

The second week’s camp will be led by 
Mr. and Mrs. Billy Graham, Taiwan; 
Charles Worthy, Israel; Archie Jones, 
Ecuador; Tom Everett, Western Heights, 
Knox County; Mr. and Mrs. James Gilbert, 
Ecuador; and Morrison.

July 11-15 and July 18-22—Royal Am
bassadors camps, for boys ages 9-17 or 
grades 4-12. Robert L. Bausaum, retired 
missionary to China; Jeanette Beall, retired 
medical doctor to China; James K. Rag
land, Lebanon; Joe L. Buckner, Kentucky; 
Matt Nevels, Hamilton County Association; 
and Ralph Cordell, Campbell County Asso
ciation, will lead the week’s sessions, July 
11-15.

Robert W. Campbell, Rockwood First 
Church; James O. Tell Jr., Stewardship 
Commission, SBC; and William Kaufman, 
Baptist Center, Louisville, Ky., will join 
Bausaum and Beall for the second week of 
camp.

Aug. 1-5 and Aug. 8-12—Church Train
ing camps for every age group within the 
family unit. Classes will be offered for gen
eral officers, and various age groups. Each 
family is responsible for their pre-schooler. 
Conferences will be offered on Baptist doc
trines. Staff for the first week will incluude: 
camp pastor Sidney Waits, Hickory Hills 
Church, Memphis; and minister of music 
Roger Winsett, Martin. Bill George, Leaclair 
Church, Memphis, will serve as camp pas
tor Aug. 8-12, and Randy Carson, Lincoya 
Church, Nashville, will serve as minister of 
music.
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Carter asks seven SBC leaders 
to discuss young adult plans

MEMPHIS—Seven Southern Baptist 
leaders, including Glendon McCullough, 
executive director of the Brotherhood Com
mission, were to meet with President Jimmy 
Carter at the White House on June 7 to 
discuss the denomination’s mission pro
grams for young adults.

The President reportedly issued the 
luncheon invitation following a discussion 
of Southern Baptist mission work with his 
Sunday School teacher, Fred Gregg, a 
Washington life insurance executive.

Other Southern Baptist leaders invited 
include Owen Cooper of Yazoo City, Miss., 
former SBC president; Porter Routh of 
Nashville, executive secretary of the SBC 
Executive Committee; Grady Cothen of 
Nashville, president of the Baptist Sunday 
School Board; William Tanner of Atlanta, 
executive director of the Home Mission 
Board; Baker James Cauthen of Richmond, 
executive secretary of the Foreign Mission 
Board; and Mrs. A. Harrison Gregory of 
Danville, Va., president of Woman’s 
Missionary Union.

Southern Baptists have two mission pro
grams for young adults—Journeyman for 
foreign mission volunteers and US-2 for 
home mission volunteers.

There are 268 missionaries on the field or
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in training in the Journeyman program and 
77 missionaries in the US-2 program.

Overall, the denomination has almost 5,- 
000 missionaries under appointment in the 
United States and 84 foreign countries.

Louisiana pastor named to lead 
congregation at Midway Church

Midway Church, Johnson City, called 
Kenneth Hodges as pastor. He will as
sume the new post this month, coming from 
Singer Church, Singer, La.

Hodges is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Ken
neth Jay Hodges, Johnson City. He at
tended McNeese State University in Lake 
Charles, La.

Student summer music specialists named
The Church Music department of the 

Tennessee Baptist Convention has an
nounced the selection of six Tennesseans 
and one Georgian as summer music special
ists for 1977. Six of the seven are students.

The young people are scheduled for 
orientation in Brentwood, June 9-11. Fol
lowing that, they will go to various churches 
and camps throughout the state, serving in 
the music ministry one week in each lo
cation. They conclude their activities Aug. 
19.

Those appointed included: Keith Guyton, 
Cartersville, Ga.; Mark Montgomery, Co
lumbia, Tenn.; Richard Murphy, Columbia;

Church musicians plan 
session prior to SBC

INDEPENDENCE, Mo.—The Southern 
Baptist Church Music Conference will cele
brate its first 20 years of existence as an 
organization at its 21st annual meeting, 
June 12-13.

The two-day program begins with a 6:30 
p.m. Sunday evening service of worship 
and praise in the auditorium of the head
quarters of the Reorganized Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Inde
pendence, Mo. It moves to Gano Hall, Wil
liam Jewell College, Liberty, Mo., for three 
sessions, Monday, June 13.

Besides a wide range of music, the con
ference will feature addresses, special inter
est conferences, and business sessions.

The Church Music Conference is divided 
into educational, denominational, and local 
church divisions. (BP)

Murphy Martin called 
to Manchester church

H
, Manchester First 
Church called Murphy 
Martin, pastor of Bruce
ton First Church, as pas
tor wr.

He is scheduled to 
leave the Bruceton pas
torate and be on the 
new field June 26. He 
has served in Bruceton 
over four years. In ad- 

Murphy Martin dition, he has held pas
torates in Kentucky and 

other Tennessee churches.

He received his education at the Uni
versity of Florida, Southern Baptist Theo
logical Seminary, and Vanderbilt University 
divinity school.

Wade Darby has been the interim pas
tor at Manchester.

David Renaker, Nashville; William Robin
son Jr., Kingsport; Marilyn Whittemore, 
Pulaski; and Charlotte Gale Williams, Nash
ville.

Guyton is a 1977 graduate of Belmont 
College with a church music major with 
voice principal. He is enrolled at South
western Baptist Theological Seminary for 
the fall of 1977.

Montgomery, who will be a senior at 
Belmont, is also a church music major with 
voice principal. Murphy is a junior at Mid
dle Tennessee State University with a ma
jor in instrumental education with clarinet 
principal.

A junior at Auburn University, Auburn, 
Ala., Renaker is a church music major with 
voice principal.

Robinson is a senior major in music edu
cation with violin principal at the Univer
sity of Tennessee at Knoxville.

Whittemore, a 1973 graduate of MTSU 
with a B.S. in music education, is teaching 
public school music in Pulaski. She is a 
native of Nashville.

Williams is a junior church music ma
jor at Belmont College.

Thomas Straka begins ministry 
at Greenwood in Johnson City

Thomas Ray Straka is the new pastor at 
Greenwood Church, Johnson City. He 
comes to the post from West End Church 
in Newport.

A native of Oklahoma, he is a graduate 
of Oklahoma Baptist University and South
western Baptist Theological Seminary.
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Religious bodies prefer 'Genocide Convention7
WASHINGTON—Arthur J. Goldberg, 

former justice of the U.S. Supreme Court 
and former U.S. Ambassador to the United 
Nations, testified on behalf of 52 religious, 
veterans, labor and ethnic groups in favor 
of U.S. ratification of the so-called “Geno
cide Convention” before the Senate For
eign Relations Committee.

The Convention on the Prevention and 
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide was 
born in response to the deaths of 6 million 
Jews at Nazi hands in World War II. 
In December 1946, the United Nations 
General Assembly unanimously adopted a 
resolution declaring genocide a crime under 
international law. Two years later, the 
general assembly unanimously approved 
the Genocide Convention.

In international law, the term “conven
tion” means an agreement among sovereign 
nations. Broadly speaking, it is a treaty 
among many nations.

The Genocide Convention has been re
ported out of the foreign relations commit
tee four times in 1970, 1971, 1973 and 
1976. It has never reached a vote in the 
Senate. Every President since Truman has 
supported the convention.

Genocide is defined by the convention 
as the committing of certain acts with 
intent to destroy, wholly or in part, a 
national, ethnic, racial or religious group. 
The acts forbidden are actual killing, serious 
bodily or mental harm, imposed birth con
trol on such a group and forcible transfer 
of children out of the group.

Goldberg spoke for the ad hoc commit
tee on the human rights and genocide 
treaties which includes 22 religious organi
zations among its members. These include 
the American Baptist Churches, USA, 
American Friends Service Committee 
(Quakers), American Jewish Congress, 
Episcopal Church, Methodist Church, Gen
eral Board of Christian Social Concerns, 
National Catholic Conference for Inter
national Justice, Union of American He-

Ooltewah pastor's father dies
E. W. McMillan, father of Burl Mc

Millan, pastor of Ooltewah Church, Oolte
wah, died recently. Funeral services were 
conducted by Douglas McPherson, pastor 
of Cedar Grove Church, Maryville.

McMillan had served as a deacon, 
treasurer, Sunday School director, and in 
several other positions of leadership at 
Cedar Grove Church. He had missed only 
one service at the church in 20 years.

In addition to his pastor son, he is 
survived by daughers Verna Miller and 
Dorothy Claiborne of Seymour, and son 
Carl McMillan, Rockford.

brew Congregations, Unitarian-Universalist 
Association, and the United Church of 
Christ.

“Our country owes a particular obliga
tion to remember the holocaust in which 
6 million Jews lost their lives. We must 
symbolize our concern for human rights 
. . . the time is long overdue to symbolize 
our feelings about World War II,” Gold
berg pled after his formal statement.

“We now recognize the enormity of the 
offense—against the principle of human 
dignity as well as against Jews,” Goldberg 
said. “We recognize that human rights are 
the basis of democracy . . . (Our failure 
to ratify the convention) has gone on too 
long. Eighty-two nations have ratified it

EEOC seeks injunction 
against Baptist seminary

FORT WORTH—A suit expected to be 
a test case for all six theological seminaries 
of the Southern Baptist Convention (SBC) 
has been filed in federal district court here 
against Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary by the federal Equal Employ
ment Opportunity Commission (EEOC).

The suit, filed May 24, asks for a per
manent injunction which would compel the 
3,850 student seminary, largest seminary in 
the world, to provide data required by 
EEOC regulations, according to Robert E. 
Naylor, seminary president.

The action asserts that the seminary has 
failed to submit EEOC Form 6, which seeks 
data on the seminary’s staff and faculty. A 
seminary spokesman said the form in ques
tion is a six-part form, with six copies to a 
part, accompanied by a nine-page instruc
tion sheet, which seeks information on the 
male, female and racial composition and 
salaries of seven categories of employees.

The EEOC position, as stated in the suit, 
contends the seminary is required to abide 
by the agency’s regulations because it is 
an institution of higher learning and em
ploys more than 15 persons.

“We feel we are exempt from compli
ance with the regulations because as an 
integrated auxiliary of the church, and as a 
church instrumentality which does not ac
cept federal assistance we are exempted 
from the coverage of the EEOC act,” Nay
lor said.

(“Integrated auxiliary of a church” is a 
term coined by Congress in the Tax Re
form Act of 1969, which the Internal Rev

while we have the best human rights rec
ord in the world.”

U.S. Sen. William W. Proxmire testi
fied in favor of ratification of the conven
tion on moral and diplomatic grounds. 
“Our failure to ratify this treaty has been 
a constant source of embarrassment to us 
diplomatically that has puzzled our allies 
and delighted our enemies,” Proxmire told 
the committee.

Primary opposition to U.S. ratifica
tion in the past has been from the Ameri
can Bar Association (ABA), which raised 
constitutional questions. However, the ABA 
unanimously reversed its earlier position 
and now supports the Genocide Conven
tion. (BP) 

enue Service (IRS) has used in determin
ing relationships of religious organizations 
to churches. As an integrated auxiliary, 
Southwestern seminary is exempt from filing 
IRS’ Form 990.)

Naylor noted that government requests 
such as the one by EEOC are an infringe
ment upon First Admendment guarantees. 
“The result of a church institution being 
responsive and responsible to the federal 
government is clearly a violation of the 
U.S. Constitution, especially inasmuch as 
we do not receive federal money in any 
form,” Naylor stressed.

The Southwestern seminary president said 
all six Southern Baptist seminaries are 
faced with similar requests to submit data. 
“We would expect the suit filed against 
Southwestern would become a test case for 
all six seminaries,” Naylor said.

He said the decision for Southwestern to 
serve as the test case was made after dis
cussion with the other five seminary presi
dents, and after consultation with South
western Seminary trustees and legal coun
sel. (BP)

Pastorate offered to Isley
Walter A. Isley has accepted the call as 

pastor of East Chattanooga Church, Chat
tanooga. He comes from Kingston where 
he served as pastor of Central Church.

Ed Young was interim pastor at East 
Church.
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Conference focuses on churches 
in transitional communities

By Judy Touchton
ATLANTA—Many inner-city churches 

will die a natural death—and many should 
be allowed to do so—an authority on the 
urban church said here.

“If it were possible for us to see that 
communities in transition are really newly 
developing communities in disguise, we 
would begin to develop new congregations 
for new residents, rather than merely try 
to save the institutions of the group which 
have moved away,” Ezra Earl Jones told 
200 Baptist leaders.

Viewing such communities as opportuni
ties for new approaches, rather than as 
problems, would lead to less discomfort and 
greater chance of successful change, Jones 
declared.

Jones, associate secretary for the Gen
eral Council on Ministries of the United 
Methodist Church, addressed pastors and 
church, state and associational staffers at 
the first National Leadership Conference on 
Churches in Racially Changing Communi
ties, sponsored by the Southern Baptist 
Home Mission Board’s department of co
operative ministries with National Baptists.

“Churches exist in and reflect the charac
ter of their communities,” Jones said. “A 
church cannot exist apart from a com
munity. Churches develop as communities 
develop. Churches are their communities. A 
church that loses its community loses its 
life,” he declared.

“How a church defines its community 
will determine how it will act or react when 
the community begins to change,” Jones 
said. “As communities go through the tran
sitional process, churches often have only a

WANTED
(A) Secretary
(B) Supervisor of plant and property 

Must have experience and skill in 
work related area. Send biographical 
material to:

Hubert B. Smothers 
Harrison-Chilhowee Baptist Academy 

Seymour, TN 37865 
or call 

Phone 615-573-8321 

brief time in which to make an appropriate 
response. If the opportunity is missed, it is 
gone forever,” he noted.

Jones said all major mainline (white, 
middle-class) denominations in America are 

Tennessee radio stations 
to broadcast SBC reports

Tennessee Southern Baptists who are not attending the Southern Baptist Convention in Kansas 
City, June 13-16, will be able to hear radio news reports from the convention. For five days, 
June 12-16, a one-minute news broadcast will be aired directly from the SBC news room in the 
Roe Bartie Convention Center. Consult the radio station nearest you to secure the time of the 
SBC news broadcast.

This Southern Baptist Convention radio coverage from Kansas City, Mo., is made possible by 
a three-way partnership of the Radio and Television Commission, Fort Worth; the Public Rela
tions Office of the Executive Committee, Southern Baptist Convention, Nashville; and the 
Public Relations Office of the Executive Board of the Tennessee Baptist Convention, Brentwood.

Radio stations carrying the news coverage are:
RADIO STATION RADIO STATION RADIO STATION
CALL LETTERS TOWN CALL LETTERS TOWN CALL LETTERS TOWN

WEAG Alcoa WCPH Etowah WMTN-AM Morristown
WLAR Athens WYTM-FM Fayetteville WLAC Nashville
WENR Athens WIZ0-AM-FM Franklin WSM-AM-FM Nashville
W0PI Bristol WSMG-AM Greeneville WSIX-AM-FM Nashville
WFWL Camden WJKM-AM Hartsville WLIK Newport
WRKM-AM Carthage WHHM Henderson WBNT-AM-FM Oneida
WMBW-FM Chattanooga WIRJ-AM-FM Humboldt WTPR-AM-FM Paris
WMCH Church Hill WTJS-AM-FM Jackson WUAT Pikeville
WJZM-AM Clarksville WDEB-AM-FM Jamestown WTRB Ripley
WBAC Cleveland WETB-AM Johnson City W0RM-AM-FM Savannah
WYSH-AM-FM Clinton WG0C-AM Kingsport WSEV-AM-FM Sevierville
WPTN-AM-FM Cookeville WRJZ Knoxville WJLE Smithville
WLSB Copperhill WBIR-AM-FM Knoxville WSMT Sparta
WKBL Covington WCMT-AM-FM Martin WBGY Tullahoma
WAEW-AM-FM Crossville WBMC-AM-FM McMinnville WENK Union City
WDKN-AM-FM Dickson WHBQ-AM Memphis WAAN Waynesboro
WBEJ-AM Elizabethton WAZI-FM Morristown WBRY Woodbury
WEMB-AM Erwin

News will also be on the radio stations associated with the Tennessee Radio Network. This
includes 67 stations. These stations will have five minutes of news each hour during the day.
The SBC news may be carried on any one of several of the news periods. Stations on the
network include:

RADIO STATION 
CALL LETTERS TOWN

RADIO STATION
CALL LETTERS TOWN

RADIO STATION 
CALL LETTERS TOWN

WYXI-AM Athens WKBJ-FM Milan WKPT-AM Kingsport
WBIN Benton WTNN-AM Millington WINK Knoxville
WVST-FM Bolivar WMTS-AM Murfreesboro WSKT-AM Knoxville
W0PI-AM Bristol WMTS-FM Murfreesboro WEEN-AM Lafayette
WBHT-AM Brownsville WWGM-AM Nashville WBLC-AM Lenoir City
WTBG-FM Brownsville W0KI-AM Oak Ridge WDXL-FM Lexington
WRJB-FM Camden W0KI-FM Oak Ridge WTHJ-FM Lobelville
WRKM Carthage WMGL-FM Pulaski WKYZ-AM’ Madisonville
WHLP-AM Centerville WRGS-AM Rogersville WAKI-FM McMinnville
WIKA-FM Centerville W0RM-AM Savannah WMQM-AM Memphis
WDXB-AM Chattanooga W0RM-FM Savannah WWEE-AM Memphis
WM0C-AM Chattanooga WHIN-AM Gallatin WHAL-AM Shelbyville
WMS0-AM Collierville WHIN-FM Gallatin WTCV-FM Shelbyville
WHUB-FM Cookeville WGRV-AM Greeneville WEDG-FM Soddy
WCSV-AM Crossville W0FM-FM Greeneville WUCR-AM Sparta
WDKN-AM Dickson WHBT-FM Harriman WDBL-AM Springfield
WDKN-FM Dickson WHHM Henderson WDBL-FM Springfield
WTR0-AM Dyersburg WHMT-AM Humboldt WTNE-AM Trenton
WASL-FM Dyersburg WJPJ-AM Huntingdon WBGY Tullahoma
WIDD Elizabethton WDXI-AM Jackson WALR-FM Union City
WIXC-AM Fayetteville WDEB Jamestown WAAN Waynesboro
WAGG-FM Franklin WJFC-AM Jefferson City WCDT Winchester
WKBJ-AM Milan

faced with large numbers of congregations 
in changing communities. “It would not be 
stretching the statistics to estimate that up 
to one-third of the congregations of some 
denominations are now in communities ex
periencing significant and rapid transition,” 
he said.

According to the Home Mission Board’s 
cooperative ministries department, an esti
mated 2,000 of the 35,073 Southern Baptist 
congregations are located in transitional 
communities and 1,045 of those are in 
“hard-core racial change.” (BP)
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Caribbean. Islands said 'hungry' 
for 'Soul Food' New Testament

By Elaine Herrin 
SBC foreign missionary

GRENADA — Prisoners’ lives are 
changed. A housekeeper finds Christ. Men 
and women in government positions are 
“feeding” on printed Soul Food.

The diet readily consumed by peoples of 
the Caribbean is Soul Food, the Living 
New Testament pictorial edition which fea
tures black persons in the illustrations. 
Young people are asking for it. Men have 
walked several blocks with the missionaries 
to pick up copies of “the Bible with the 
black pictures in it.”

Missionaries in the Windward Islands 
say they are enthusiastic about the “over
whelming response of the local people” to 
the publication, published by Tyndale.

“We can’t keep enough of them to satisfy 
the demand,” said Southern Baptist mis
sionary Donald G. Overstreet. The girl who 
helps in his home found Christ through 
reading the words of Soul Food and talking 
with the new missionary couple.

More than 400 copies of the illustrated 
edition were presented to Caribbean ath
letes at a recent banquet in Barbados. 
Missionary Jerry Harris arranged for a copy 
of Soul Food to be “served” beside each 
plate.

Soul Food is also included in the 
spiritual diets of the people of Dominica. 
Southern Baptist missionary Fred Walker

SBC religious educators 
to meet in Kansas City

KANSAS CITY, Mo.—Religious educa- 
tors will gather for the 22nd annual meet
ing of the Southern Baptist Religious Edu
cation Association here, June 12-13, at the 
Sheraton Royal Hotel.

Emphasizing the SBC’s “bold mission” 
objective to evangelize the world by the 
close of the century, the SBREA meeting 
will confront “the bold mission of religious 
education” through Bible teaching, missions, 
discipleship development, and personal in
volvement.

The conference gets underway at 7 p.m., 
Sunday, June 12. Monday’s program in
cludes sessions at 8:15 a.m., 2 p.m. and 
6:45 p.m., and a 12:15 p.m. luncheon in 
tribute to two long-time denominational 
leaders. The luncheon will honor Phillip B. 
Harris and A. V. Washburn, who are 
retiring this year after long service as 
secretaries respectively of the church train
ing and Sunday School departments at the 
Sunday School Board. (BP) 

said he has no problem interesting people 
in the Word of God when they see copies 
of Soul Food.

The first persons in the Windward Islands 
to receive the New Testament edition were 
prisoners on the Island of Grenada. J. P. 
Allen of the Southern Baptist Radio and 
Television Commission in Fort Worth sent 
copies to the Richmond Hill Prison and 
“hardened criminals” were “softened” by 
the Scriptures.

Missionary Manget Herrin shares copies 
of Soul Food among the prisoners and in 
the local chapel. Government authorities 
have asked for copies. After seeing the 
response, Charles W. Bryan, the Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board’s area secre
tary for Middle America and the Caribbean, 
arranged for copies to be sent to other area 
islands. (BP)

MK's offer skills 
for summer jobs

Do you need a young disaster relief 
worker for the summer who speaks English, 
French, Indonesian, and Swahili?

How about a young woman for general 
assignments who speaks English, Portu
guese, Spanish, and French?

This young man and woman are among 
73 sons and daughters of Southern Baptist 
missionaries who want to swap college books 
for jobs for the summer.

The 36 men and 37 women, ranging in 
age from 17 to 26, list a wide range of 
work interests varying from manual labor 
to law clerk.

Other interests include social work, hos
pital work, writing, library work, nursing, 
youth worker, science related computer 
technician, theater technician, restaurant 
worker, piano teacher, hotel worker, vet
erinary assistant, fork lift driver, and “any
thing.”

Almost 25 percent indicated no job pref
erence. All have driver’s licenses except six.

While all speak English, those who 
also speak Spanish total 25; French, 15; 
Portuguese, 12; Japanese, 5; Swahili, 3; 
Indonesian, Italian, German, Arabic, and 
Chinese, 2; and Vietnamese, Indonesian, 
Korean, and Thai, 1.

Persons interested in employing a “mis
sionary kid” should write or telephone 
Norman Godfrey, Brotherhood Commis
sion, 1548 Poplar, Memphis, TN 38104, 
phone (901) 272-2461.

TBC retiree dies after 
fire engulfs residence

Herman Walden, 67, a maintenance 
worker for the Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion for 25 years before his retirement in 
1975, died early Saturday morning, May 
28, when a fire swept through the boarding 
house where he was living in Nashville.

Four other persons living in the house 
escaped the blaze. It was reported that 
Walden helped at least two of the survivors 
escape before he was overcome in the 
smoke and flames. His body was found in a 
hallway near a rear door. Exact cause of 
the fire is under investigation.

Services were held May 29 at Ellis Fu
neral Home in Nashville, with Howard See 
officiating. Burial was in Castleman Ceme
tery, Davidson County.

Walden is survived by two brothers, I. V. 
Walden and Vester Walden, both of Nash
ville; and one sister, Virgie Mae Beard, 
Louisville, Ky.

Missionaries to Israel 
reorganize structure

BAPTIST VILLAGE, Israel—The Baptist 
Convention of Israel (organization of 
Southern Baptist representatives), meeting 
in its annual business session here, voted to 
suspend its constitution adopted in 1965, 
and to restructure the organization.

The 24 Southern Baptist representatives 
on the field adopted a statement of purpose 
and set forth a list of objectives to be in
corporated into the new constitution. The 
document is to be written and submitted for 
approval within the next two years.

Future emphasis will be placed on the 
ministries of various institutions and proj
ects in three geographical areas of the 
country where Baptist representatives work.

Other business at the four-day meeting 
included a report from Ibrahim Sim’an, 
Arab Baptist leader from Haifa, on the 
work Baptists are doing to aid Lebanese 
refugees at the “Open Fence” on Israel’s 
northern border.

SHARE BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR 
WITH A FRIEND

LONDON CHURCH FURNITURE
Attn; adv. R. G. Ketron 615-577-8716

3401 Montlake Dr. 
Knoxville, Tennessee 37920

□ Send me, free church furn. BROCHURE
Church ------------------------------------------- -—-
Name-------------------------.-------------------------
St. or P. O. Box ----------------------------------
City --- --------------------------------------------------
State____________________Zip----------------
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EDITORIAL

Matters for messengers in Kansas City
When 16,000 messengers from Southern Baptist churches 

gather in Kansas City next week, there will be several im
portant issues on the agenda.

Of course, it is impossible to predict what will be debated 
and voted upon, since any one of those messengers is free to 
present a motion or resolution on almost any subject. From 
what we hear and read, here are some of the matters that 
will confront the messengers.

NEW PRESIDENT FOR ONE-TERM?
The announcement in April from James L. Sullivan of Nash

ville that he would not accept a second one-year term as SBC 
president has produced a lot of interest in this year’s election. 
The second term has been virtually automatic.

Sullivan’s unexpected announcement has resulted in some 
hurried-up “campaigns” for those perennial and rising hope
fuls who thought they had to wait until 1978.

Here is a list of possible nominees listed in alphabetical 
order):

Jimmy Allen, pastor of First Church, San Antonio, Tex.
Clift Brannon, evangelist from Longview, Tex.; nominated 

in 1974 and 1976.
Kenneth Chafin, pastor of South Main Church, Houston, 

Tex.; nominated in 1974 and 1976.
Jesse Fletcher, pastor of First Church, Knoxville.
Warren Hultgren, pastor of First Church, Tulsa, Okla.
Richard Jackson, pastor of North Phoenix (Ariz.) Church.
Dotson Nelson, pastor of Mountain Brook Church, Birm

ingham, Ala.; current first vice-president; nominated for 
president in 1972 and 1974.

James Pleitz, pastor of First Church, Pensacola, Fla.; nomi
nated in 1972, but withdrew.

Adrian Rogers, pastor of Bellevue Church, Memphis; nomi
nated in 1976, but withdrew.

Olan Runnels, pastor of Swope Park Church, Kansas City, 
Mo.

Arthur Rutledge, recently retired executive director of SBC 
Home Mission Board, Atanta, Ga.

William L. Self, pastor of Wieuca Road Church, Atanta, Ga.; 
preacher of this year’s convention sermon.

Jerry Vines, pastor of Dauphin Way Church, Mobile, Ala.; 
current president of SBC Pastors’ Conference.

Add to this other lesser-known favorite sons who might de
cide to allow a friend to nominate them.

In a related issue, there seems to be a growing movement 
to limit the president to one one-year term. This would require 
a change in the SBC Constitution, meaning that the amend
ment would be presented this year and voted upon by the 
1978 SBC. We fail to see the wisdom of this step at this time, 
and doubt that there is enough interest in the issue to pass it.

CANADIANS IN THE SBC?
Since 1954 Southern Baptists have not known specifically 

what to do with the churches in western Canada which co
operate fully with the Northwest Baptist Convention (Oregon 
and Washington). These churches do support our work finan
cially and are “Southern Baptists” in every way except one— 
the SBC Constitution permits messengers only from churches 

in “the United States and its territories.”
Last year in Norfolk a motion was presented that we extend 

“encouragement” and “financial assistance” to churches in 
Canada. The motion was referred to the Foreign Mission Board 
for study and for a report to the 1977 SBC.

Involved in the issue is the Southern Baptist Convention’s 
fraternal relationship with the Baptist Federation of Canada. 
Both conventions are active in the North American Baptist Fel
lowship.

The FMB has released their recommendation (Baptist and 
Reflector, May 5, 1977, page 3). Basically the recommenda
tion, if approved by the messengers, would permit all ap
propriate SBC agencies to assist Baptist churches, associa
tions, and organizations in Canada “as requested.” However, 
no agency personnel is to encourage any presently existing 
church to affiliate with Southern Baptists.

Are Southern Baptists ready to become an international or
ganization, rather than a national body with worldwide mis
sion activities? Our policy has been to develop indigenous 
churches which related to other such churches in their geo
graphic locales. Let us be careful to see all the ramifications 
of this recommendation, and to be certain that this is the di
rection we want to move.

AGENCY STAFF SALARY DISCLOSURE
Apparently there will be a motion brought to the conven

tion asking SBC agencies to publish or otherwise make avail
able a list of salaries paid to their employees.

We would acknowledge Baptists have just as much right 
to know what their employees are paid as they have the 
right to know what their pastor receives.

Several agencies do share freely salary information with 
anyone who writes requesting it. Others are reluctant to 
share such information even with the convention-elected 
board members.

Our concern is the method that these figures are shared.
Some study must be given to a proper procedure, so 

that the figures reflect salary, housing allowance, fringe bene
fits, etc., lest comparable compensations appear to be wide
ly varying.

It would also be well to remember that all agency execu
tives and professional staff members do not have the same 
responsibilities, so salaries and benefits should not be com
pared. And when there are similar responsibilities (such as 
professors at different seminaries), we must understand that 
there are various circumstances which influence compen
sations, and these in no way reflect on the quality or skill 
of the individual professor.

We frankly do not know what our demonimational work
ers are paid for their services, but we would doubt that very 
few of them are “overpaid” when you consider the responsi
bility and the leadership carried.

If such disclosures will remove suspicion and increase 
confidence, then let’s have it. If, however, the desire is to 
try to embarrass certain individuals or bring jealousy and 
contention among agency employees, the motion should be 
defeated.
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Cicero’s 
comment

By the editor

My trip to Kansas City to attend the 
Southern Baptist Convention next week 
sparks a lot of memories. The 1963 SBC 
was held in that city, and that was the first 
Southern Baptist Convention I ever at
tended—and I have not missed one since.

Through a cooperative venture between 
the public relations office of the Baptist 
General Convention of Texas (where I was 
then employed) and the SBC Executive 
Committee, I went to the 1963 convention 
to operate a closed-circuit TV (owned by 
the BGCT) to monitors in the press room.

Messengers to that gathering adopted the 
significant Baptist Faith and Message State
ment—which has proven to be an instru
ment of unity for most (and division for a 
few) since that time. A committee com
posed of presidents of the various state 
conventions, chaired by SBC president 
Herschel H. Hobbs, presented their report, 
word by word. Surprisingly, there was little 
debate—except by those of “Landmark” 
leanings who weren’t sure the Bible referred 
to any kind of “church” but a specific, 
geographic local church.

Another live issue at the 1963 SBC was 
the handling of a seminary professor at 
nearby Midwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Ralph Elliot, and his book, The 
Message of Genesis, which had been 
published by Broadman Press. After heated 
debate, the messengers left the professor in 
the hands of the convention-elected trustees. 
The BSSB had already decided to cease 
publication of the controversial book.

Then there was the election of the presi
dent—which took three ballots. Fourteen 
(that’s right: 14) nominations were made. 
Seven of the 14 withdrew—one of them 
AFTER the first ballot which had named 
him in the run-off. So, we started over with 
the remaining seven, narrowed it to two, 
and elected K. O. White.

The problem of withdrawing after being 
nominated led to a motion (which carried) 
“strongly suggesting that in the future no 
name be placed in nomination for president 
without previous consent of the nominee.”

Now, I’m going to another SBC in Kan
sas City. I learned a lot about Baptists at 
that 1963 SBC and at those since—and I 
expect to find out a few more things about 
us next week.

Committee appointed to nominate 
new general secretary for BWA

WASHINGTON—A search for the next 
general secretary of the Baptist World Al
liance is underway, anticipating the retire
ment of Robert S. Denny, following the 
meeting of the 14th Baptist World Con
gress in Toronto in July 1980.

Paul Madsen, chairman of the personnel 
committee named by BWA President David 
Y. K. Wong on authority of the BWA 
General Council at Stockholm in 1975, said 
that his committee is considering criteria to

SBC mission gifts 
note May increase

NASHVILLE—Strong giving to the 
Southern Baptist Convention national Co
operative Program unified budget in May 
rallied year-to-date giving to 9.6 percent 
ahead of last year, after eight months of 
the 1976-77 fiscal year.

Worldwide mission causes of the SBC 
received $4,268,543 in May—some $538,- 
297,or 14.4 percent, above giving in May, 
1976.

Through the first eight months, the Co
operative Program has collected $34,509,- 
155—more than $3 million above receipts 
at the same point last year.

Total gifts through May, including the 
$34,509,155 in undesignated Cooperative 
Program funds and $36,669,328 in 
designated contributions, totals $71,178,433. 
That figure is 8.6 percent above last year.

Cooperative Program national receipts 
have rallied since they slipped to 8.9 
percent ahead of last year at the seven
month mark, after registering a 10 percent 
increase at the six-month checkpoint. (BP)

Cleveland members celebrate 
church's 120th anniversary

Dinner-on-the-ground, a debt retirement 
offering, and the release of a special choir 
album highlighted the celebration of the 
120th anniversary of Cleveland First Church 
last month.

The church was oganized July 15, 1857, 
according to pastor Marvin R. Gibson. A 
printed church history was compiled by 
William Snell, a member at Cleveland and 
professor of history at Lee College in that 
city.

Members of the anniversary committee 
were Joan Baker, Leo Black, Brooke Heat
ley, Beecher Hunter, Eva Lasater, Alene 
Pannell, Don Dillingham, Marion Cook, 
and Snell.

be used as guidelines in seeking names of 
able persons from whom a general secre
tary and other staff personnel may be se
lected.

Proposals for the criteria will be presented 
to the BWA General Council at its meeting 
in Miami Beach, July 11-15, 1977. The 
guidelines will be used in seeking a nominee 
for presentation at the Council’s 1979 meet
ing in Brighton, England.

If the council agrees on a nominee in 
1979, he will be invited to work with the 
personnel committee in choosing other staff 
members to be elected, along with the new 
general secretary, by the congress in 1980.

Denny and associate secretaries C. Ronald 
Goulding and Carl W. Tiller will have 
reached their 65tb birthday by the end of 
1980, the year of the Toronto congress, and 
are subject to retirement under present per- . 
sonnel policy.

Any of these three may be retained on 
special arrangement on an annual basis, 
however, if the council chooses.

Denny has been general secretary of the 
alliance since the death of General Secre
tary Josef Nordenhaug in 1969. He was as
sociate secretary from 1958 until that time.

Madsen said that his committee will wel
come suggestions from Baptists in all parts 
of the world both as to criteria and to per
sonnel. They may contact him at American 
Baptist Churches, Valley Forge, Pennsyl
vania, 19481. Other members of the com
mittee are Floyd W. Harris, Mrs. A. Harri
son Gregory, Fred B. Rhodes, Charles 
Roselle, and M. L. Wilson. (BP)

New Baptist church building 
dedicated in Galilee hills

GALILEE, Israel — Several hundred 
church members, village dignitaries and 
Christians from throughout the country 
participated in the dedication of a new 
building for the Baptist church in this 
Christian-Druze village of Rama, high in 
the hills of Galilee.

The new building is the fourth meeting 
place of the church which was started as a 
preaching station of the Nazareth Baptist 
Church in 1962. With 25 charter members 
the church was formally constituted in 
1964. The members met in homes or rented 
halls until they could build a permanent 
meeting place.

Much of the actual construction was 
done by members themselves. A natural 
spring on the grounds has been encircled 
with a wall of hand-hewn stone and will 
serve as the baptistry.

Thursday, June 9, 1977 Page 9



Devotional -

The Great Physician.
By Herschel H. Hobbs

“They that are whole need not a 
physician; but they that are sick. I came 
not to call the righteous, but sinners to 
repentance.’’—Luke 5:31-32

Jesus called Levi or Matthew (see Matt. 
9:9; Luke 5:27) to follow Him. Levi was. 
a publican or a tax-collector. Under the 
Roman system the job of collecting taxes 
was sold to individuals. They had to get 
back the price paid plus a profit. This often 
led to corruption and oppression. Further
more, since they worked for foreign op
pressors, they were regarded as traitors to 
their own people. Jews linked them with the 
lowest element in society. “Publicans and 
sinners” was the term used for this.

To celebrate his call to follow Jesus, Levi 
gave a dinner. Naturally he invited his own 
friends, other publicans. The scribes and 
Pharisees, of course, were not guests. But 
in keeping with custom, outsiders stood 
about and watched. It has been suggested 
that this may have been a lawn party. The 
scribes and Pharisees complained about and 
to Jesus’ disciples that He and they were 
eating and drinking with publicans and 
sinners. (See Matt. 9:11; Luke 5:30). To 
them this implied that Jesus approved of 
their way of life.

Hearing their complaint Jesus replied, 
“They that are whole [strong, well] need 
not a physician; but they that are sick.” In 
the Greek text “not” is emphatic. It is not 
the well but the sick who need a physician. 
Morally and religiously the scribes and 
Pharisees regarded themselves as well or 
strong and publicans and sinners as sick. So 
Jesus asked where did they expect to find 
a physician. Obviously He would be among 
the ill. He took His critics’ own diagnosis 
and used it against them. Then He applied 
it spiritually.

“Not I am come to call righteous ones 
but sinners unto repentance.” Note again 
the emphasis upon “not.” “Repentance” 
means a change of heart, mind, and atti
tude. The critics regarded themselves as the 
righteous who needed no repentance. They 
needed it, but would not admit it. But they
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would readily agree that publicans and 
sinners needed to repent. It is much more 
difficult to lead a self-righteous person to 
Christ than an avowed sinner. But they need 
Christ as much as admitted sinners. Thus 
again using their own appraisal, Jesus turned 
the tables on His critics. As a doctor will be 
found among the sick, so the Great Physi
cian will always be found among sinners, 
His purpose being to make them whole. It 
is in this fact that there lies the hope of 
every lost person.

HISTORICALLY
FROM THE FILES

50 YEARS AGO
T. J. Watts, associate secretary, Re

lief and Annuity Board, was named 
corresponding secretary to succeed 
William Lunsford, who died May 24.

H. P. Hurt, pastor of Union Avenue 
Church, Memphis, observed his 25th 
anniversary as pastor in that city.

25 YEARS AGO
Maurine Elder was the new associ

ate in the Sunday School department 
of the Tennessee Baptist Convention. 
She came from Bethel Woman’s Col
lege, Hopkinsville, Ky.

Charles Dinkins resigned as pastor 
of Westover Church to accept the call 
to Royal Street Church. Both churches 
are in Jackson.

10 YEARS AGO
Merrill D. Moore Jr., Southern Bap

tist missionary to Gaza, decided to 
remain in Gaza to keep the Baptist 
hospital open in spite of the current 
Middle East crisis. Moore, a Nash
villian, began his ministry there in 
1965.

David G. Peach, assistant pastor 
of Magness Memorial Church, Mc
Minnville, resigned to accept a similar 
position with Sevier Heights Church, 
Knoxville, Gordon Greenwell, pastor.

Keep on. ^truckin'?
By Imogene Hutson

On a recent Sunday morning, the word 
“perseverance” came up in our Bible study. 
I asked my class of women to translate 
“perseverance” into ev
eryday language, and one 
of them came up with— 
“keep on a-truckin’!” We 
all had a good laugh, 
and that expression has 
stuck in my mind ever 
since. On several Sun
days since then, it has 
been mentioned in class 
discussions.

In “trucking” terms, 
we might say that per- Hutson 
severance means driving 
towards our destination. To a Christian, 
“keep on a-truckin’ ” means that hourly, 
daily, weekly, yearly, we serve the Lord 
gladly and joyfully. Each day is met with 
a sense of re-commitment to Christ.

No matter what happens to us, how 
discouraged we may become, what diffi
culties lie ahead of us, we keep on. We 
refuse to quit. We started the race with 
enthusiasm, and we intend to cross the 
finish line. We endure.

How do we know we can keep on when 
we come to detours, roadblocks, and un
wieldy burdens? Paul mentions some re
sources for the Christian. “Praying always 
with all prayer and supplication in the 
Spirit, and watching thereunto with all per
severance and supplication for all saints.” 
Eph. 6:18

Paul also says: “I press on,” or in another 
paraphrase of the same verse, “I strain to 
reach the end of the race and receive the 
prize for which God is calling us up to 
heaven because of what Christ Jesus did for 
us.” Phil. 3:14 LB That is enough reason 
and motivation for me to endure!

Christian, keep on a’truckin’!

Mrs. Hutson is the wife of James A. Hutson, 
pastor of Meridian Baptist Church, Knoxville.

Golden Gate music enrollment 
doubles; Jones to join staff

MILL VALLEY, Calif.—Harold Jones 
Jr., of Fort Worth, Tex., has been appointed 
to the church music teaching staff of Golden 
Gate Baptist Theological Seminary.

The addition to the staff was made in 
response to continued increases in enroll
ment at Golden Gate. The number of 
church music degrees awarded by the semi
nary this year will more than double the 
1976 figure.

Jones, a bass baritone, will be assigned 
voice teaching at Golden Gate.
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Jhxlpii Jem
by Jim Griffith

Southern Baptists begin gathering this week end in Kansas City for the annual con
vention and related meetings.

Kansas City is located near Independence which, as you know, is where Baptists have 
always been located.

They believe in, practice, and sometimes demand independence. This unique South
ern Baptist Convention fellowship is held together by common consent, cooperation, 
and unified dedication to the Christian cause.

As the old saying goes, “You can always tell a Baptist, but you can’t tell him much.”
But in this drowsy and complacent age we can be grateful that we have something to 

get excited about and thankful for all the Baptists who are intensely loyal to the de
nomination, its commitments, and its causes.

A Baptist, Methodist, and Presbyterian preacher were discussing which denomination 
Jesus would choose if He returned today. Naturally, the Methodist said “Methodist” 
and the Presbyterian said “Presbyterian.” “Well,” said the Baptist preacher, “If Jesus 
should return today, there wouldn’t be any reason for Him to change denominations 
now.”

Bible puzzle
Answers on page 14

ACROSS

1 Female one
4 Saul spoke to him 

(1 Sam. 14:18)
9 Law: abbr.

12 “are-----” (Psa. 12)
14 Long time period
15 of his Son” 

(Rom. 8)
16 “Be — therefore” 

(Jas. 5)
18 Roman statesman
19 Female: abbr.
20 Work unit
21 Wine: comb, form
22 Favor
24 Prefix for run 

or draw
26 “— of the righteous

ness” (Rom. 4)
27 Females

29 Season
32 Most pallid
33 Enter
34 Remember it 

(John 15:20)
35 Dog sound
36 “refuge from the —” 

(Isa. 25)
38 Mix
41 Consumed
43 British aircraftman
44 Presidential dog
45 “— fire” (Jude 7)
47 Stranger
48 Sentence part: abbr.
49 “every — of man”

(1 Pet. 2)
51 Possesses
52 Literary composition
53 Suffix denoting 

small one: pl.

DOWN

1 Kind of merchants 
(IKi. 10:15)

2 — nature
3 Muse of poetry
4 Reverence
5 An Indian people
6 City of Benjamin 

(Josh. 18:27)
7 “— transgression” 

(Rom. 5)
8 Presidential 

monogram
9 “I must also-----” 

(Acts 19)
10 “— are for a sign”

(1 Cor. 14)
11 Carpenter, for one
13 Self
17 That is: abbr.
19 Ensign
22 Curves
23 “— of bees” 

(Judg.14)
25 Explosive
26 Address for a knight
28 “his — sins”

(2 Pet. 1)
29 Standard beam 

approach: abbr.
30 Son of Haman 

(Esth. 9:8)
31 Roof supports
32 Swine meat
34 “— were framed” 

(Heb. 11)
37 “with many —”

(2 Cor. 2)
38 State
39 “- of God” (Col. 3)
40 Narrow tracks
42 Judah’s firstborn 

(Gen. 38:7)
44 Sunshine state: abbr.
45 N.T. book; abbr.
46 “days of —”

(Matt. 24)
47 Indefinite number
50 State: abbr.

CRYPTOVERSE
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Today’s Cryptoverse clue: K equals 0

On Matters of

Family Living
By Dr. B. David Edens

Director, Marriage and Family Program 
Stephens College—Columbia, Missouri 65201

Pity or sympathy?
The difference matters

Self-pity is an emotion as unattractive as 
it is destructive, yet many adults uninten
tionally cultivate it in children, the late Dr. 
Rudolf Dreikurs noted Children: The Chal
lenge (Duell, Sloan and Pierce). When a 
youngster is experiencing tragedy or simply 
going through a hard time, grownups often 
make the mistake of showing pity, “which 
saps the very courage the child urgently 
needs” by spawning self-pity.

There is a critical difference between 
sympathy, which strengthens the child, and 
pity, which weakens him, the psychiatrist 
stresses. Sympathy says “I understand what 
you are going through, how hard it is, how 
it must hurt, and I’ll help you overcome 
this—because, of course, you’re going to be 
okay.” Pity says “you poor thing,” and 
leaves child feeling sorry for himself, a 
habit that can persist a life time.

“If we hope to lead our children into 
courageous acceptance of life, to teach them 
the satisfaction of overcoming handicaps 
and strengthen their ability to do what has 
to be done next, we most forego the 
indulgence of pity,” warns Dreikurs.

Respect for the child demands that we 
support his sense of dignity, not lower it by 
stimulating self-pity, he emphasizes.“ In 
times of crises, children look to adults for 
a clue as to how to deal with the unfamiliar 
situation. They sense our attitude and use 
it as a guideline.”

How can we be sure we’re reacting with 
sympathy and not pity? Sympathy, reminds 
Dreikurs, expresses concern over the “it” 
that is happening to the child and conveys 
the confidence that the youngster, with help, 
will win through to better times. Pity centers 
on the child.
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Our People and Our Churches . . .
PEOPLE...

John Kurtz was ordained to the gospel 
ministry by East Brainerd Church, Chatta
nooga, where he serves as minister of music 
and youth. Participating in the service were 
pastor Thomas C. Townsend, Clarence 
Schaerer, Ted Masengil, Jim Stephenson, 
and Frank Charton. The charge to the can
didate was given by his father, John W. 
Kurtz, pastor of Tulip Grove Church, Mt. 
Juliet.

Lewis D. Gourley 
marks his 10th anniver
sary as pastor of Mt. 
Olive Church, Knoxville, 
this Sunday. During his 
tenure as pastor, the 
church membership has 
experienced a net growth 
of approximately 900. 
There have been 1,656 
additions, including 929 
by baptism. A new sane- Gourley 
tuary and educational 
space were dedicated in November 1969.

Harry Kellogg, Jr., pastor, Smyrna First 
Church, was commended for his service to 
his denomination in a resolution passed by 
the House of Representatives of the general 
assembly of the State of Tennessee last 
month. The resolution praised Kellogg as 
a pastor, civic leader, and artist.

Vic Brown celebrated the 35th anniver
sary of his ordination to the gospel minis
try. He is pastor of Central Church, Weak
ley Association.

Higgins Chapel, Holston Association, or
dained Carrol Harris to the gospel ministry. 
At the same service, Talmadge Higgins, 
Nolan Bailey, John Benton, and Jerry Ed
wards were ordained as deacons. Burgess 
Shelton is pastor at Higgins.

William F. Malone, elected recently as 
associate pastor of Lockeland Church, 
Nashville, is scheduled to be ordained to 
the gospel ministry this month at that 
church. Herbert Higdon is pastor.

Two couples at Eastland Church, Nash
ville, observed their 50th wedding anniver
saries recently. They were Mr. and Mrs. Al
fred E. Mason and Mr. and Mrs. Clarence 
J. Perry. Perry is an active deacon at the 
church and has served as a church training 
director and leader. Mrs. Perry is president 
of the WMS at the church. J. L. Ford is 
their pastor.

Grant L. Jones, pastor, Sevierville First 
Church, was awarded the honorary doctor 
of divinity degree from Carson-Newman 
College during recent commencement exer

cises there. He received the B.A. degree 
from C-N in 1943 and is also a graduate 
of Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
where he earned the B.D. and M. Div. de
grees.

REVIVALS...
Avondale Church, Chattanooga, was led 

in revival services by John P. S. Humphrey. 
Louie McDaniel directed the music. There 
were 26 rededications, six professions of 
faith, and one addition by statement. James 
Walker is pastor.

Frank Floyd led revival at Bulls Gap 
Church, Bulls Gap, recently. There were 
nine additions to the church. The music 
director was Bob Harber. Otto Giles is 
pastor.

Gatlinburg First Church completed a 
revival crusade which resulted in over 18 
baptisms, six additions by letter, and 31 
public rededications. Wade E. Darby, Ten
nessee Baptist Service Corp., was the 
preacher for the crusade. Charles Maples 
is pastor at Gatlinburg.

Madison Creek Church, Goodlettsville, 
reported 20 for baptism, three additions by 
letter, and 40 rededications following their 
recent revival. John Humphrey, Dandridge, 
was the evangelist, and Clarence Jackson, 
minister of music at the church, led the 
music. W. W. Harrison is pastor.

Revival services at Greene Hills Church, 
Holston Association, resulted in six pro
fessions of faith and over 80 rededications. 
Charles Cash was the evangelist. Leroy 
Ervin is pastor.

Union Church, Beech River Association, 
had spring revival with Don Franks, pastor 
of Decaturville First Church, serving as 
evangelist. There were two professions of 
faith and one addition by letter. David 
Walker is pastor.

Revival was led at Wildersville Church, 
Wildersville, by Murphy Martin, pastor of 
Bruceton Church, Bruceton. Eddie Cox 
directed the music. There was one pro
fession of faith and several rededications. 
Wilford Hunter is pastor.

Bible Hill Church, Parsons, held revival 
with Allen Carter serving as evangelist. 
Carter is pastor of Parsons First Church. 
There were three professions of faith, two 
additions by letter, and several rededica
tions. Cletus Duke is pastor.

Ronnie Wilburn, pastor of West Side 
Church, Trenton was the evangelist for re

vival services at Faith Church, Big Hatchie 
Association. Pastor Harry Wilburn reported 
six professions of faith and one addition by 
statement.

Don Saveli, Forrest, Miss., was the evan
gelist for revival at Trinity Church, Big 
Hatchie Association. There were seven pro
fessions of faith, according to pastor 
Charles Potter.

LEADERSHIP...
Cedar Springs Church, Polk County As

sociation, called Charles Mike Goble as 
associate pastor. His wife, Sue Ann Goble, 
was called as youth worker. Their duties 
will be teaching classes, directing music, 
working with youth, and supplying the pul
pit on occasion. Both attended Belmont 
College in Nashville. John J. Smith is pas
tor.

Fairview Church, Western District As
sociation, called Freddie Castleberry as 
minister of education in charge of bus 
ministry and children’s church. He comes 
from Immanuel Church, Mayfield, Ky.

Bob Evans was called as associate pas
tor at Fairview Church, Wilson County As
sociation.

Bobby Pruitt resigned as pastor of Pub
lic Wells Church, Martin.

Jack Mick resigned as pastor of Sidonia 
Church, Sharon.

Oakwood Church, Knoxville, called Tony 
Spencer as associate to the pastor and minis
ter of music and youth. Aubrey Hay is 
pastor.

CHURCHES...
Stock Creek Church, Chilhowee Associa
tion, held its first homecoming day in more 
than 60 years. Special music and messages 
from former pastors were included on the 
day’s agenda. James Lauderback is pastor.

A note burning service was held at Pleas
ant Site Church, Shiloh Association. The 
church observed its annual homecoming 
with Shirley DeBell, director of missions 
for the association, bringing the message. 
Participating in the service were Orville 
Gardner, Lola Gardner, Thomas Little
john, and Larry Franks. DeBell led the 
prayer of dedication.

Members of West Jackson Church, Jack- 
son, voted to purchase two houses and lots 
to add to the church’s property. Both fa-

(Continued on page 13)
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Union announces schedule, leadership 
for July 11-15 preachers' school

JACKSON—The annual West Tennes
see Summer Preachers’ School will be held 
at Union University July 11-15 and will 
focus on the pastor’s counseling ministry.

Theme of the week long program is 
“Shepherding the Flock of God,” announced 
Bob Agee, Union’s dean of religious af
fairs and co-ordinator of the event.

“Preachers and church staff members are 
invited to participate in the activities of the 
week, and special emphases are planned for 
the wives,” Agee explained. “Even though 
it is called the West Tennessee Preachers’ 
School, we anticipate having numerous 
ministers from surrounding states as we do 
each year.”

The school will feature a week of doc
trinal, Biblical, and practical studies for 
pastors and church staff members.

The leading program personality will be 
J. D. Grey, pastor emeritus of First Church 
of New Orleans, La., and former president 
of the Southern Baptist Convention. Grey 
will be speaking on the preachers’ school 
theme for the week.

Also on the program will be Robert L. 
Hamblin, pastor of Harrisburg Church in 
Tupelo, Miss., and current president of the 
Mississippi Baptist Convention. Hamblin 
will present studies in the Pastoral Epistles.

North Carolina reaches 300 
in seminary extension drive

ASH, N. C.—The 300th Seminary Ex
tension Center among Southern Baptists 
was organized by the Dock Baptist Asso
ciation here, for a record high in the pro
gram of Seminary Extension Department of 
the six Southern Baptist theological semi
naries.

The Dock Association’s center met in 
Palymyra Baptist Church, Ash, with eight 
chu”ch pastors and 38 lay leaders enrolled 
in a study of “Great Doctrines of the Bible.” 
Thirteen of 18 association churches had 
members enrolled. Dock Association 
churches average 105 resident members with 
nine of the congregations having less than 
100, an associational spokesman said.

Seminary Extension Centers numbered 
208 in 1972-73 and 292 in 1975-76, ac
cording to an SED spokesman. (BP)

Riddle named pastor in Erwin
John Riddle, former pastor of State Line 

Church, Watauga Association, began his 
ministry with Good Shepherd Church, Er
win, recently.

A native of North Carolina, he attended 
Clear Creek Bible School in Pineville, Ky. 
He has served churches in Holston and 
Watauga Associations.

Thursday, June 9, 1977

Others on the program include Walter 
Jackson, chaplain of Kentucky Baptist 
Hospital in Louisville, Ky., and Mrs. Betty 
Crocker, children’s director of Rugby Hills 
Church in Memphis.

Jackson will be conducting workshops 
dealing with the pastoral ministry while 
Mrs. Crocker will be conducting studies 
for women.

Additional information may be obtained 
from the office of the dean of religious af
fairs at the college.

CHURCHES...
(Continued from page 12) 

cilities were designated as memorials. One 
home, to be used for furloughing mission
aries, is from the estate of Mrs. Amy Wake
field Tomlin and her husband, Paul Tomlin. 
The other house, which will be adapted to 
use as a Sunday School department, will be 
paid for out of a memorial gift given by 
Mrs. Jackie Rogers in memory of S. B. 
Rogers, her husband. David Q. Byrd is pas
tor at West Jackson.

Broadway Church, Knoxville, has begun 
a Thursday evening service at the church 
for people who are unable to attend Sun
day services. Marion Barnett is pastor.

Pinecrest Church, Holston Association, 
purchased eight acres adjoining the church 
property. John Perkins is pastor.

Members of Bluff City First Church cele
brated the church’s 50th anniversary. Den
nis Kenney is pastor.

New Victory Church, Jonesboro, organ
ized a Baptist Men’s group and a Royal 
Ambassador chapter. Jack Coggins is pas
tor.

East Lake Church, Chattanooga, cele
brated the 70th anniversary of the church. 
Elmer Piper is pastor.

A note burning service was held at High 
Point Church, Ooltewah, for the church’s 
educational building. The church is now 
debt free. C. E. Blevins is pastor.

FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRY color: green 
single entry (steps at one side) new, never 
been used. 10'6" long (including steps) 
7'0" X 4'0" inside baptistry. Write or call: 
R. G. Ketron 3401 Montlake Dr.
Phone 615-577-8716 Knoxville, TN 37920

Laughs
Two foremen were comparing notes. 

“Do all the boys in your shop drop their 
tools the moment the whistle blows?” asked 
one.

“No, not at all,” replied the other fore
man. “The orderly ones have their tools 
all put away before that time.”

A young lad asked his father if he had 
any work he could do around the house 
to replenish his finances. The father as
sured him that he could think of nothing.

“Then,” suggested the lad, “how about 
putting me on welfare?”

A little old lady was sightseeing in Wash
ington, D.C., and wasn’t sure which side 
of “C” Street the State Dept, was on. She 
stopped a passing Marine and queried, 
“Which side is the State Dept, on?” He 
replied, “Ours, I think!”

ADVERTISEMENT 

Afraid You’re 
Going Deaf?

Chicago, Ill.—A free offer 
of special interest to those 
who have trouble hearing has 
been announced by Beltone. 
A tiny modern hearing aid 
often can help. And—to show 
you how small such an aid can 
be—a non-operating model of 
the smallest Beltone aid of its 
kind will be given absolutely 
free to anyone answering this 
advertisement.

Send for this non-operating 
model, put it on and wear it 
in the privacy of your own 
home. It will show you how 
tiny hearing help can be, and 
it’s yours to keep, free. The 
actual aid weighs less than 
a third of an ounce, and it’s 
all at ear level, in one unit.

These models are free, so 
we suggest you write for yours 
now. Again, we repeat, there 
is no cost, and certainly no 
obligation. Thousands have 
already been mailed, so write 
today to Dept. 40 30 Beltone 
Electronics, 4201 W. Victoria 
St., Chicago, Bl. 60646.
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UNIFORM SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, June 12

4 leader called
By Don H. Olive 

Coordinator of the Philosophy Department 
Carson-Newman College, Jefferson City, Tennessee 37760

Text: Exodus 3:1-12

Most of us prefer magnificent distances 
between us and God. It was not to be so for 
Moses. Hiding on the east side of the 
wilderness for forty years, he was well away 
from the ungrateful Israelites, the frighten
ing Egyptians, and the crazy schemes of 
whatever gods might be. But the God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob wanted a leader 
for His purposes. Without the least explana
tion of why, He decided to use a human 
instrument to lead His people. And when 
He decides, no wilderness is big enough to 
hide in.

There are a few moments in time which 
literally rumble and shake with the presence 
of God. The call of Moses is one. Out of 
the dimness of 400 years gone by, out of 
ceturies of silence, God once again spoke. 
On the backside of nowhere to an incon
sequential fugitive, God spoke. In a flame of 
fire, God spoke! Moses and the Hebrews 
were never the same again. And neither 
are we. For God picked Himself out a leader 
to change the course of the entire world.

Criterion of Leadership
Out of curiosity Moses turned aside to 

see a burning bush which did not go out. He 
got more than he bargained for. Barefooted 
on holy ground, Moses hid his face in fear
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to look at God. But his name was called, 
an Egyptian name about rivers and baskets 
and drawing out. His name was called to be 
the greatest figure of all Israel of all time. 
His name was called to be prophet and 
lawgiver, intimate speaker with God. His 
name was called to lead the people of Israel 
out of the land of bondage. Moses said, 
“Here am I.”

It need not be suggested that Moses’ 
response to the call of God was some great 
moment of spiritual commitment. Likely, it 
meant little more than the student’s “Here” 
when the teacher calls the roll. But it was a 
“here.” And with this simple response Moses 
got closer than most of us ever get to 
fulfilling the criterion for a leader of God. 
Before the capable, the able, the talented, 
the doer, God chooses the one who answers 
“Here!” This is a being, not a doing. 
Christian leadership begins in the passive 
voice. When there is no deep experience of 
the passive voice, life is thin. It is little 
more than one’s own effort and activity.

Certainly God’s leader is pushed and 
prodded to great activity and expenditure 
of energy. There is that which William 
James calls the “heave of the will” involved 
in being a leader. Still, the criterion is to 
“be there.” It is, in Paul’s words of II 
Corinthians 12:15, “to be spent.” Most of us 
can stand a little activity for God, where 
we initiate and control the outlay. But to be 
used up, to be spent until we feel like a 
moist rag dropped from the wringer, that is 
another matter altogether. But the leader of 
God is the one who precisely can realize this 
passive dimension in his life. He is the one 
who, before all things else, has the ability 
to “be there.”

Nature of God’s Leader
Moses was not called to be a self-starter. 

God called his name because God was al
ready at work, having seen the affliction of 
His people in Egypt. Having heard their 

i
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cry because of their taskmasters, God an
nounced, “I have come down to deliver 
them out of the hand of the Egyptians, 
and to bring them up out of that land to a 
good and broad land, a land flowing with 
milk and honey. . . . Come, I will send you 
to Pharaoh that you may bring forth My 
people, the sons of Israel, out of Egypt.”

God’s leader is not an initiator. He does 
not sense himself to be the beginner of 
God’s work. He is no salesman, drumming 
up God’s business. Rather God’s leader is 
co-worker, one who senses a deep privilege 
in having a part in the ongoing activity of 
God. As the doings of God swirl by, the 
leader is caught up in the redemptive rush. 
He seeks to engage others as well in the 
work which God performs. So many of our 
problems can be traced to that self-impor
tance deriving from the assumption that I 
am doing the work of God. How wrong can 
we be? God does His work. He has seen, 
He has heard, He knows, and He has come 
to deliver. The nature of leadership under 
God is to understand this. The true leader 
is the one who is used; he is not a user.

The Leader in Use
If Moses was not allowed the satisfaction 

of doing something well through his own 
initiative, he did receive another satisfaction. 
He received a signed promise, the special 
token of God’s leaders in all times. The 
role of leader is uniquely a lonesome role. 
To be used in the service of God, to be 
spent by others, to be wrung out by the 
needs and demands of others imposes a 
dimension of loneliness not experienced by 
afl.

To those who live here by the act of God, 
God offers His “I am with you always to the 
ends of the earth.” To Moses He said, “I 
will be with you.” This is the sufficient 
treasure of the used. Moses was given the 
promise of a return to the place of calling, 
Horeb, the mountain of God. Other moun
tains, other places are given to other lead
ers. But common to all is the deep aware
ness of being accompanied, even when ter
ribly alone. The leader enters into the 
fellowship of Christ’s suffering for the sake 
of those oppressed by evil taskmasters. He 
is heir and joint-heir with Christ in God’s 
act. He walks with God in redemption. He 
will stand on the mountain again.

“Blessed are the merciful: for they 
shall obtain mercy” (Matt. 5:7).
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, June 12

The faithfulness of God
By David C. George, Pastor 

Immanuel Baptist Church, Nashville, Tennessee

Basic Passage: II Timothy 2:1-13
Focal Passage: H Timothy 2:1-13

Throughout the first chapter, Paul has 
been leading up to something. He laid a 
foundation with reminders of Timothy’s 
past resources. From his family and from 
his association with Paul, Timothy had 
drawn a basic knowledge of the Gospel and 
the Christian ministry. Now, in chapter 2, 
Paul focuses on Timothy himself. The text 
for this week urges Timothy to be faithful 
and bases this plea on the faithfulness of 
God in Christ.

Continuity of Teaching (verses 1-2)
" The aim of Paul’s ministry to Timothy, 
and his letters to him, was to equip Timothy 
to carry on Paul’s mission. Now, with the 
end at hand, the apostle addressed his son 
in the ministry, encouraging him to be 
strong. The source of his strength was the 
same as the source which had sustained 
Paul, Jesus Christ and his grace.

Paul’s strategy was simple but effective. 
He multiplied his ministry by involving 
others. Timothy, too, was to extend the 
work which they shared by passing on the 
torch to others. These others, in turn would 
do the same, and the missionary process 
would go on and on. It is never enough 
for a Christian to bear his own witness and 
be satisfied with his own accomplishments. 
Each one is to train others and prepare them 
to do the same. This basic process explains 
the extension of Christianity into all the 
world across twenty centuries.

The Concept of Discipleship (verses 3-7)
To illustrate the life of Christian service, 

f aul compared the Christian life to other 
examples of human endeavor.

Like a soldier, the Christian voluntarily 
accepts suffering. He does this knowing that 
others are enduring their share of suffering, 
too. The soldier is single-minded. Military 
discipline involves separating oneself from 
civilian life, leaving behind involvements 
that would hinder the carrying out of 
orders and military objectives. Always, the 
supreme rule is to carry out the will of the 
commander-in-chief.

Like an athlete, the Christian is com
peting for a reward within the rules of the 
game. The disciplines he endures are not 
arbitrary restrictions. He welcomes them as 
the principles that make the sport or the 
ministry meaningful and effective. Like an 
athletic event, the Christian life is directed 
toward a goal, the accomplishment of God’s 
will.

Like a farmer, a Christian must work 
hard. He is involved in sowing seed, culti
vating growth processes, producing living 
values. And, as the farmer enjoys the bene
fits of his labor, the Christian can also 
expect significant rewards for his effort.

Commitment to Christ (verses 8-10)
The real motivation for the Christian to 

be faithful is the example of Jesus Christ. 
His faithfulness to his mission made pos
sible the Gospel which is the source of our 
life and the goal of our effort. His power, 
in ton, comes from the faithfulness of God, 
who raised Him from the dead. The faith
fulness of God is further alluded to in the 
mention of Jesus’ descent from David. The 
God we serve is the same God who has 
worked in the history of His people from 
earliest times. He was faithful in fulfilling 
the promises made to David and the nation 
of Israel. He can be depended upon to 
continue to keep His commitment to His 
people, the church.

Paul reminded Timothy that this Gospel 
had been validated by Paul’s own suffering. 
Even though his commitment to the Gos
pel had resulted in his imprisonment, the 
word of God could not be imprisoned. The 
value gained by Paul’s efforts, the salvation 
of persons, far outweighed any price he 
had to pay. In the light of the eternal glory 
of Christ, other considerations are slight.

Consistency in Christ (verses 11-13)
The previous train of thought led Paul 

to cite a poem, which may have been a
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Christian hymn or a formula for baptism. 
The lines describe certain conditions and the 
consequences which will certainly result. 
The faithfulness of God expresses itself in 
certain inevitabilities of life. As Paul wrote 
to the Galatians, “Whatsoever a man sow- 
eth, that shall he also reap.”

There is the certainty of resurrection 
which follows the condition of crucifixion. 
Those who participate in Christ’s death by 
faith are assured of participating in his 
resurrection.

There is the certainty of victory which 
follows the condition of endurance. This is 
a major theme of Revelation where those 
who are faithful to death rule with Christ 
in His kingdom.

There is also a reverse, or negative side, 
to the principle of inevitability. Those who 
deny Christ and choose to live without Him, 
must accept the consequence of their 
choice. As C. S. Lewis says, there are only 
two classes of people, those who say to God, 
“Thy will be done,” and those to whom 
God says, “Thy will be done.” God allow 
us the freedom to choose against Him, and 
He allows the choice to stand.

Finally, there is one inevitability that - 
seems illogical. Even though we are faith
less, God remains faithful. This is one area 
where the result is not conditioned by our 
actions. It is conditioned only by the nature 
of God. It is God’s nature to be faithful. 
He will always be consistent with His own 
nature. He will always follow through on 
His promises.
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Cannata says prison is journey of faith
By Roth Fowler

ADDIS ABABA, Ethiopia—Samuel R. J. 
Cannata Jr. spent 16 days in prison here 
in April, but says his jail term was “really 
a journey in faith.”

Cannata, a Southern Baptist missionary, 
was arrested along with his family in their 
home in rural Ethiopia on April 3. The 
family was released after a night of house 
arrest here, but Cannata was imprisoned 16 
days on a firearms technicality. At the con
clusion of the investigation, Cannata was 
released with no charges filed.

The missionary said he knew the im
portance of “praising the Lord” in all cir
cumstances and did keep on praising the 
Lord. But he admits it was praise without 
much enthusiasm or faith at that time.

“Especially that first night in prison,” 
Cannata remembered, “it was such a humili
ating and helpless feeling. There was noth
ing to do but trust the Lord, because no 
one else could do anything anyway.”

Although he knew he was innocent of 
any wrongdoing against the Ethiopian gov
ernment, Cannata said, during this period 
“the Lord made me more aware of the 
shortcomings and sin in my life.” God be
gan to “show me that the victory was His,” 
Cannata said. “I was not a prisoner of the 
government. He had allowed the whole 
thing to happen. Because it was of Him, 
I would be blessed, His body, the church, 
would be strengthened, and in the end He 
would get the glory.

Cannata continued, “God showed me that 
I was always praying to be more like Jesus, 
but when He starts really doing something 
about it, I get all upset.”

Cannata says he is convinced more than 
ever that prayer was the answer to his 
release: “Prayer alone can turn the tide 
against our only enemy—Satan.”

During his imprisonment, Cannata said 
he handed out New Testaments and Bible 
correspondence school books to prisoners 
and policemen as he gave his testimony 
about “my Lord’s love.”

His wife, Ginny, also a missionary, has a 
story of faith too.

“Not until I heard our police driver tell
ing people along the road that he was carry
ing prisoners in the car (referring to us) 
that day on April 3, did I really realize 
what freedom meant to me,” Mrs. Cannata 
said. “Never again will I take freedom 
lightly.”
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“The children rallied around me and 
helped me as never before,” she said. “We 
knew the strength and peace we had and 
experienced each day was from God alone, 
and we give him all the praise.”

The nights were the hardest for Mrs. 
Cannata, “because I couldn’t see Sam. But 
I experienced much peace and found many 
new promises in God’s word to claim, as I 
read, prayed, and praised God when sleep 
was impossible.

I read though the Psalms and wrote 
down all the things God says He will be for 
us each day if we claim these in our lives,” 
she added.

Mrs. Cannata and their children were al
lowed to visit Cannata and bring him food. 
As she drove to the police station each

Georgia Church 
Ordains Woman

COLUMBUS, Ga.—Sally Carter, who 
will become the first woman chaplain of 
Sweetbriar College in Virginia on Sept. 1, 
was ordained to the ministry by her home 
church, Waldrop Memorial Baptist Church, 
here.

A 1977 graduate of Yale Divinity School, 
Carter is a graduate of Mercer University, 
a Baptist school in Macon, Ga., where she 
served as coordinator and counselor to 
students in Project Upward Bound and as 
instructor in the alternate freshman pro
gram. (BP)

Lottie Moon offering 
short of 1976 goal

RICHMOND—The 1976 Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering reached $28,763,810 as 
final tabulation of the annual offering for 
Southern Baptist foreign missions was 
made May 31.

Although short of the $29 million goal 
by $236,190, the 1976 offering was an 
increase of $2,594,389 over the $26,169,- 
421 given in the 1975 offering.

The 1976 figure includes one more month 
of contributions than the 1975 offering. 
The Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board, upon consultation with the 
Woman’s Missionary Union (WMU), de
cided to keep the books open on the offer
ing through May beginning this year, 
instead of closing them at the end of April 
as in former years. During May, $449,293 
was received.

The change allows the May receipts 
to be counted and have figures available 
for sharing at the annual meetings of the 
WMU and the Southern Baptist Conven
tion. The meetings are now held in June, 
instead of May as in earlier years. (BP) 

morning, she sang “praise songs,” so that 
when she arrived the “knot in my stomach 
was gone,” and she could greet her husband 
happy and relaxed.

“As I waited in officials’ offices and met 
these top officials, doing what I could to 
follow Sam’s case, I had only peace,” Mrs. 
Cannata said. “I experienced such a won
derful presence of the Lord each day 
I will never be the same again.

“Even though it was the 
most frightening experience of 
our lives, it was also the most 
wonderful experience for each 
one of us. Thank you for your 
prayer support which made it 
possible for us to call it a most 
wonderful experience.”

The Cannatas are one of 
four Southern Baptist mission
ary families still hoping to ob
tain permission from the Ethio
pian government to continue 
work in the rural areas of the 
east African country.

Each of the families will 
travel to Nairobi, Kenya, later 
in June to attend an agricultural 
missions conference. On July 
11, they will meet with Davis 
L. Saunders, area secretary for 
eastern and southern Africa, to 
discuss the continuation of 
Southern Baptist mission work 

that

in Ethiopia.
In recent 

aries in the 
have moved 
the nation’s 
are confining

months, mission
outlying districts 
to Addis Ababa, 
capital city, and 
their work to this 

area, Saunders said. (BP)

Cross Roads Mission 
constitutes church

Fifty members of Cross Roads Mission 
near Springfield constituted the Cross 
Roads Baptist Church in recent ceremonies. 
The church has been a mission of East
land Heights Church, Springfield, since 
the summer of 1971.

Jack Goodwin, pastor of Indian Hills 
Church, Gallatin, and a former pastor of 
Eastland Heights Church, spoke at the 
service. Lacy Freeman, director of mis
sions, Robertson County Association, served 
as moderator. Several pastors and deacons 
of sister churches comprised the organiza
tion council.

John Norris has served as pastor of the 
congregation since June 1973. The late 
Floyd Carroll led the mission in its early 
days.
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