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World Baptist population nears 33-million
WASHINGTON—-World Baptists contin

ued their long upward trend this past year, 
registering a gain of 381,797 church mem
bers and bringing their new figure to 
33,269,319, the Baptist World Alliance an
nounced here.

The “Baptist community” figure jumped 
nearly 2.5 million for the year ending Dec. 
31, 1976, reaching the current number of 
46,221,039.

Because Baptists accept into membership 
only persons who have reached an age of 
discretion and have voluntarily chosen to be 
identified as Christians, the membership 
figure is approximately the same in concept 
as the idea of “full, communicant, and 
confirmed membership” in some of the 
pedo-Baptist denominations, according to 
Carl W. Tiller, BWA associate secretary 
for study and research.

Thus, the “Baptist community” figure, 
which includes children and others under 
pastoral care, is roughly comparable to the 
“inclusive membership” figures of other 
denominations, Tiller said.

BWA statistics include all Baptists that 
the Alliance can find, according to Tiller, 
whether they have an affiliation with the 
BWA or not. He breaks the global total of 
Baptist church members as follows, on an 
affiliation basis:

The number of Baptist churches grew in 
the past year by 1,055, and the number of 
places with regular preaching by 5,149. The 
number of national Baptist conventions, 
unions, or unorganized groups of churches 
moved up from 539 a year ago to 556 in 
the latest count.

The largest Baptist populations (church 
membership) are: the United States, 
28,773,731; India, 810,327; U.S.S.R., 
545,000; Brazil, 432,436; Burma, 321,525; 
Zaire, 248,593; United Kingdom, 247,968; 
Canada, 195,085; Romania, 164,000; Ni
geria, 147,371.

Ten years ago the Baptists of the world 
numbered 27,183,622. The growth for the 
decade (6,085,697) comes to more than 22 
percent.

Highlights of the new data, by region, 
were cited by Tiller.

—North America: 29,016,036 church 
members. The United States outpaces all 
other countries in its Baptist strength, thus 
placing the continent far ahead of the 
others. Baptist churches in North America 
number 101,245.

—Asia: 1,421,109 church members. This 
is the third successive year that Asian Bap

tists have outnumbered those in Europe. 
Asia is the fastest-growing continent in 
percentage increase, with its 1976 to 1977 
gain over five times the growth rate in 
North America.

—Europe: 1,172,064 church members. 
Europe has now reversed its recent annual 
loss experience and showed a gain this time 
of more than 2.5 percent. However, two- 
thirds of its Baptists are in communist 
countries, and in most of these the official 
count of Baptists changes rarely or mini
mally, Tiller said.

—Africa: 829,421 church members. In 
22 of the 38 of the African countries which 
have Baptist churches, the membership 
count increased in the past year. However, 
armed hostilities in several parts of Africa 
have made the Baptist census difficult, Tiller 
noted.

—South America: 521,616 church mem
bers. The decade-long rise in Baptist num
bers on this continent came to a halt this

Tenn.. Cooperative Program, gifts 
pass $1-million for first time

The first $1-million month in Cooperative 
Program mission giving in the history of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention was reached 
in June, according to Ralph L. Norton, 
executive secretary-treasurer of the conven
tion.

June’s mission gifts through the Coopera
tive Program totaled $1,006,387.33. This is 
19.6 percent above the $841,435.55 given 
in June of 1976 and 28.5 percent above the 
1977 monthly Cooperative Program goal of 
$783,333.33.

Although he was obviously pleased at this 
milestone in mission giving by Tennessee 
Baptist churches and their members, Norton 
did note that June’s record receipts probably 
included May mission gifts from some Ten
nessee churches. May closed on the day 
after a holiday weekend which may have 
delayed delivery of some of that month’s 
Cooperative Program receipts. Norton added 
that May’s gifts were the lowest of the year 
($596,135.73).

The Tennessee executive secretary ob
served that July’s Cooperative Program mis
sion gifts would probably also be low, but 
August’s receipts might be very high—like 

year, and there was a slight decline. How
ever, growth continued in the Spanish
speaking and Dutch-speaking countries.

—Central America and the Caribbean 
Islands: 193,039 church members. This 
area also suffered a slight decline in mem
bership, particularly in the islands. On the 
mainland, Nicaragua was a leader in evan
gelistic results. Every political jurisdiction 
in Middle America now has Baptists with
in its boundaries.

—Oceania (Southwest Pacific): 114,163 
members. Baptists in Australia, New Zea
land and Papua New Guinea have increased 
in numbers this past year, while those in 
Indonesia have declined somewhat.

—Middle East: 1,871 church members, 
This, the smallest of the areas for which the 
BWA collects statistics, is the only region 
in which the Baptist population has more 
than doubled in the past decade. The num
bers increased by 133 this past year, accord
ing to Tiller. (BP) 

the May-June pattern. July’s books at the 
state convention office will close on July 29, 
the last working day of the month, which 
would be two days ahead of the last Sunday 
of the month, July 31.

In spite of this roller-coaster effect, Nor
ton said that Tennessee Baptists are headed 
for a record year in Cooperative Program 
mission support.

With two-thirds of the budget year passed, 
mission gifts are 11.3 percent ahead of last 
year’s pace. During the November 1976- 
June 1977 $6,658,947.41 has been received, 
compared to $5,983,950 during the same 
eight months of the previous budget year.

The annual goal adopted by messengers 
to the 1976 Tennessee Baptist Convention is 
$9.4 million. Two-thirds of that goal would 
be $6,266,666.67. Norton noted that re
ceipts for the eight-month period were 
$392,280.74 or 6.3 percent above the eight
month goal.

Norton commended Tennessee Baptists 
and their churches for their growing inter
est in missions as reflected in increased mis
sion giving.



Court upholds Ohio's parochial school aid
WASHINGTON—In its most complicated 

analysis to date of the constitutionality of 
state funding of parochial schools, the U.S. 
Supreme Court upheld most parts of a 
controversial Ohio plan designed to provide 
a wide range of services to children in such 
schools.

The high court ruled that Ohio did not 
violate the “no establishment” clause of the 
First Amendment by enacting a law which 
provides public funding for textbooks, stan
dardized testing and scoring services, diag
nostic services, and therapeutic services.

At the same time, the court struck down 
two sections of the Ohio law calling for 
provision of instructional materials and 
equipment and field trip transportation.

This, the most complicated decision ever 
rendered in the area of public funding of 
nonpublic schools, provided the following 
margins:

—Textbooks: upheld, 6-3
—Standardized testing and scoring ser

vices: upheld, 6-3
—Diagnostic services: upheld, 8-1
—Therapeutic services: upheld, 7-2
—Instructional materials and equipment: 

struck down, 5-4
—Field trip transportation: struck down, 

5-4

Perhaps the most obvious conclusion to 
be drawn from the decision is that the 
viewpoint advocating strict separation of 
church and state on this issue has seriously 
eroded, so much so that the change of only 
one vote would have upheld the entire 
Ohio plan.

Ironically, the only justice among the nine 
who voted to strike down every section of 
the Ohio law was the high court’s only 
Roman Catholic, senior Justice William J. 
Brennan Jr.

A 1974-75 school year survey of non
public school enrollment in Ohio showed 
that of 720 chartered nonpublic schools, all 
but 29 were sectarian. And 92 percent of 
all children attending nonpublic schools at
tended Roman Catholic parochial schools.

The new Supreme Court decision con
tained nine separate parts, including an 
item-by-item analysis of each category of 
aid challenged by a number of individual 
Ohio taxpayers and the state chapter of the 
American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU).

At one point, Justice Harry A. Blackmun, 
who wrote the majority opinion for the 
court, repeated an often-invoked set of 
standards issued by the court six years ago.

By Stan Hastey
It stipulates that state laws such as Ohio’s, 
in order to pass constitutional muster, must 
have a “secular legislative purpose,” must 
have the “primary effect” of neither ad
vancing nor inhibiting religion and “must 
not foster an excessive government en
tanglement with religion.”

Blackmun then analyzed each section of 
the Ohio law in light of those criteria, 
reaching the conclusion that while some 
forms of aid meet them, others do not.

The decision culminates nine years of 
efforts by the state of Ohio to circumvent 
previous high court rulings declaring most 
forms of aid to parochial schools uncon
stitutional. State officials argued before the 
court that their newest law, enacted two 
years ago, conformed with guidelines set 
down by the justices in recent years.

Besides Justice Brennan’s opposition to all 
forms of aid specified in the Ohio law, 
Justice John Paul Stevens also gave encour
agement to advocates of strict separation 
of church and state.

In a separate opinion, Stevens quoted the 
late Justice Hugo Black, a Southern Baptist,

Supreme Court reaffirms ruling 
against Sabatarians day off

WASHINGTON — The U.S. Supreme 
Court struck another blow against Sabba
tarians who believe employees ought to be 
given Saturdays off if their religious con
victions so dictate.

In a short order announced here, the 
high court voted to overturn itself in the 
case of a Kentucky man who last fall ap
parently won his case. The court ruled last 
Nov. 2 that Paul Cummins, an employee of 
the Parker Seal Co., of Berea, Ky., was 
entitled to demand Saturdays off from his 
employer.

The vote then was 4-4, with Justice 
John Paul Stevens abstaining because he 
once worked for a law firm which repre
sented Parker Seal Co. The tie vote, how
ever, meant victory for Cummins.

In a reversal of that decision, the court 
ruled in June that companies may dismiss 
or refuse to hire individuals who decline to 
work on Saturdays because of religious con
victions.

The court said then that to force com
panies to make such an accommodation 
would create an “undue hardship.” A fed
eral law passed in 1972 placed the burden 

who wrote in the famous Everson v. Board 
of Education case in 1947 that “no tax in 
any amount, large or small, can be levied 
to support any religious activities or insti
tutions, whatever they may be called, or 
whatever form they adopt to teach or 
practice religion.”

Stevens went on to say that efforts by the 
court to “improve on the Everson test” in 
the intervening years “have not proved suc
cessful.”

He denounced what he called “corrosive 
precedents” which have chipped away at the 
“high and impregnable wall” between church 
and state, reducing it instead to a “blurred, 
indistinct, and variable barrier.” In his dis
senting view, Brennan observed that Ohio’s 
“ingenuity in draftsmanship cannot obscure 
the fact that this subsidy to sectarian schools 
amounts to $88,800,000” for the first two 
years of the program’s existence, less the 
sums appropriated for instructional mate
rials and field trip transportation invalidated. 
Such expenditure of public money for sec
tarian purposes, Brennan said, raises the 
specter of a “divisive political potential of 
unusual magnitude.” (BP) 

of providing “undue hardship” on employ
ers, not employees.

The new ruling signals a serious setback 
to Jews, Seventh Day Adventists, and other, 
smaller Sabbatarian groups, such as the 
Seventh Day Baptists.

It also indicates a total reversal on the 
part of the high court from the days when 
the court was headed by the late Chief 
Justice Earl Warren. During the 1950s and 
1960s the Warren court ruled on numerous 
occasions that the free exercise of religion 
rights of individuals and religious minority 
groups supersedes the convenience of em
ployers and larger segments of American 
society affected by the granting of First 
Amendment rights.

The new action by the court was an
nounced in a short statement which indi
cated only that the case will be sent back 
to a lower federal court to be dealt with in 
light of the June decision.

The practical effect of the action is to 
require strict Sabbatarians whose employers 
require them to work on Saturdays as a 
condition of employment to choose between 
being employed or being loyal to religious 
conviction. (BP)
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SBC president promotes missions 
in first address since election

GALVESTON, Tex.—The new president 
of the Southern Baptist Convention chal
lenged the Mexican Baptist Convention here 
to help meet an ambitious goal of 5,000 
new short-term missionaries set by the SBC 
in Kansas City a week earlier.

Jimmy Allen, pastor of First Church, San 
Antonio, gave his first public address since 
being elected president of the nation’s largest 
Protestant denomination.

Ji
He accented a challenge by President 
III II y Carter, also a Southern Baptist, to 

have 5, Hill new one- and two-year mission
aries by 1982 and 25,000 by the year 2000.

“If we’re going to reach the goal, we’re 
going to have to get a host of Spanish
speaking people ready to go anywhere in 
the world,” Allen said.

“They don’t have to learn Spanish, and 
we should be sending them by the hundreds 
to minister in Central and South America.”

Allen also challenged Mexican Baptists to 
help lead in meeting basic human needs 
such as world hunger.

“This demonstrates our Christian love and 
authenticates the claims of our Christian 
witness,” he told more than 1,000 church 
leaders from across Texas.

Allen announced he is leading his church 
to demonstrate Christian love by sending 
doctors, dentists, construction people, and 
others to Honduras with 3,000-4,000 pounds 
of powdered whole milk for undernourished 
babies.

Publications, radio center 
planned for Ivory Coast

ABIDJAN, Ivory Coast—Baptist publi
cations and broadcasting for the five-nation 
area known as the Francophone (French- 
speaking) countries will be centered here in 
a new publications and mass media build
ing.

Buddy V. Norville, Southern Baptist mis
sionary press representative and director of 
publications here, said the new structure will 
not only enable Baptists to print their own 
materials cheaper, but also to have better 
control over their product.

The 50,000 publications building will be 
financed through the Lottie Moon Christmas 
Offering. Southern Baptists support foreign 
missions through gifts to the Cooperative 
Program and Lottie Moon Christmas Offer
ing. It will probably not be finished until 
next year. In the meantime, publications 
workers will continue to mimeograph what 
they can and send some printing to 
France.

The Southern Baptist president also called 
for new approaches by churches in missions 
work.

“Separate but equal didn’t work in public 
schools, and it won’t ultimately work in 
churches,” he said. The Spanish language 
department in churches will be replaced by 
a multi-culture, multi-language “family of 
faith” such as that at First Baptist Church, 
San Antonio, he said.

“This style is especially helpful in minis
tering to professional level people of Mexi
can-American heritage,” he said.

Allen also said “the dole system” of mis
sion support has seen its day and will be 
replaced by the self-supporting, self-deter
mining Christ-centered congregation. He 
said “the dole system” of supporting mis
sions through supplements rather than direct 
grants cripples initiative.

Allen also pointed to a need for “min
istry-centered” missions in which a church 
ministers to human need, holds Bible studies, 
but never expects them to lead to self- 
supporting congregations. (BP)

Plastic tote bags assist missionaries 
in sharing 'testimonies7 in Surinam

GRAND FORKS, N.D.—Twelve thou
sand “testimonies” resulted from a simple 
question asked of Leo Waldrop, Southern 
Baptist missionary to Surinam, during a 
recent world missions conference in North 
Dakota.

While Waldrop was eating dinner in the 
Bob Horski home here, Horski asked the 
missionary, “What can I do that would 
really help you in your work in Surinam?” 
The two discussed the missionary’s work 
in depth.

When Waldrop discovered that both Mr. 
and Mrs. Horski worked at a company 
which produces plastic bags the missionary 
asked if they could manufacture tote bags 
with a Christian message imprinted on them. 
The answer was a quick “Yes,” and the bags 
were shipped to Waldrop within a few 
weeks.

The bags are imprinted with “Ervaar de 
Levande Persoonlijke God,” Portuguese for 
“Discover the Living God,” followed by the 
Southern Baptist mission—Surinam (organi
zation of Southern Baptist missionaries) 
headquarters address.

Waldrop plans to take the tote bags 
to Surinam’s coming national fair where 
the 12,000 “testimonies” provided by the

FMB allocates funds 
for Filipino Bibles

MANILA, Philippines — An additional 
$29,800 for Bibles has been granted to the 
Philippine Baptist Mission from the South
ern Baptist Foreign Mission Board.

The new allocation supplements $10,000 
approved in January from the Ann Oldham 
Fund, which is set up for publication and 
distribution of Bibles around the world. 
The additional money is a re-allocation of 
funds formerly designated for work in 
Vietnam, according to William R. Wake
field, the board’s area secretary for South
east Asia.

The $40,000 will make possible the im
portation of 25,000 Good News Bibles from 
Korea.

Although a shortage of inexpensive 
English-language Bibles already exists, the 
coming Billy Graham crusades in November 
would increase the demand.

The shipment of Bibles is particularly 
important in light of a survey by the 
mission which revealed that more than 51 
percent of the Baptist church members 
attribute their conversion experiences to 
reading the Bible, according to Wakefield. 
(BP)

Horskis will be given away to fairgoers in 
this South American country.

“Surinamese love tote bags. Plastic tote 
bags are not available in Surinam,” said 
Waldrop. “I’m sure the people of Surinam 
will be grateful for a free tote bag and will 
keep these novel message-bearers which 
remind them to seek God.” (BP)

Central, Bearden, announces 
completion of $750,000 unit

Members of Central Church of Bearden, 
Knoxville, announced completion of a 
$750,000 educational unit and family ac
tivities building.

Dedication services were held June 26 in 
conjunction with a retirement banquet for 
Fred Rudder, associate pastor of the church.

Contractor for the project was Selvidge 
and Merryman, and the architectural firm 
was Galloway and Guthrey. The building 
houses a gymnasium, three adult education 
departments, dining room and kitchen. The 
membership pledged $460,000 toward the 
project through the “Together We Build” 
program. Additionally, they did not cut 
back in giving through the Cooperative Pro
gram or in local programming.
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64 from Tennessee named, 
as SBC seminary graduates

Sixty-two Tennesseans were among the 
May and June graduates of the six semi
naries owned and operated by the Southern 
Baptist Convention. In addition, two others 
from the state received diplomas from a 
Bible school related to one of these semi
naries.

The graduates and their home towns 
(listed by schools) are printed below:

GOLDEN GATE SEMINARY 
Mill Valley, Calif.

Master of Religious Education: James Lee 
Young, Nashville.

MIDWESTERN SEMINARY
Kansas City, Mo.

Master of Divinity: Thomas D. Lonas, 
Athens; Jerry L. Smothers, Huntingdon.

Doctor of Ministry: Bob Klutts, Knox
ville.

NEW ORLEANS SEMINARY 
New Orleans, La.

Master of Divinity: George F. Baldwin, 
Tullahoma; David E. Breeding, Kingston; 
Donald Sims, Murfreesboro; Harold A. 
Smith, Memphis; T. Michael Walker, Chat
tanooga.

Master of Religious Education: Mrs. Mary 
Lou Burch, Morristown; Dana A. Knott, 
Knoxville.

Master of Church Music: Keith B. 
Vaughan, Chattanooga.

Doctor of Education: Bob J. Neil, Athens.
Diploma of Pastoral Ministry: Eugene 

Wilson, Maryville.
SOUTHEASTERN SEMINARY 

Wake Forest, N.C.
Master of Divinity: William Kenneth 

Hall, Kingsport; Richard Hatcher Meek, 
Nashville; Johnny G. Walker, Turtletown.

Associate of Divinity: Billy E. Roy, Mary
ville.

Doctor of Ministry: Kenneth Karl Altom 
Jr., Knoxville.

SOUTHERN SEMINARY 
Louisville, Ky.

Diploma in Theology: Donald Estell Wil
son, Athens.

Master of Divinity: Kenneth Earl Elkins, 
Athens; John Edward Fox, Strawberry 
Plains; Ernest B. Myers, Nashville; Harold 
Wayne Nowell, Nashville; Russell M. 
Richardson, Nashville; Randy James Sim
monds, Memphis; Albert L. South Jr., 
Kingsport; John Leslie Torchick, Cleveland; 
Charles B. Watson, Nashville; Gary Lee 
Wingo, Memphis.

Doctor of Ministry: John S. Carpenter, 
Maryville; J. L. Ford, Nashville; William 

Fred Kendall II, Union City; Albert J. 
Lambert, Memphis; Joe R. Stacker, Con
cord.

Master of Church Music: Larry Eugene 
Earhart, Memphis; Jennifer Jo Freeland, 
Bruceton; Suzanne Joy Hearn, Nashville; 
L. Dean Luttrell, Knoxville; Darrell P. 
McCauley, Chattanooga; Melisa Tosh, 
Kingsport; Larry Eugene Wiley, Newport.

Master of Religious Education: Thomas 
Jackson Bell, Rockwood; Freeda Ann Davis, 
Cleveland; Don Edward Hancock, Knox
ville; Richard Thomas Roney, Smyrna; 
Bryan C. Stewart, Springfield; Linda Susan 
Tawzer, Chattanooga.

Boyce Bible School
Diploma in Christian Ministry: Jimmy 

Wayne Gray, Lebanon; Kenneth M. Tramel, 
Lebanon.

SOUTHWESTERN SEMINARY 
Fort Worth, Texas

Master of Divinity: James David Atkins, 
Woodlawn; Bobby Lawrence Bridges, Knox
ville; Harold Blake Bullock, Kingsport; 
James William Craft, Memphis; Melvin 
Dennis Felts, Nashville; Philip Ray Glisson, 
Memphis; Philip A. Pinckard, Cleveland; 
James Roy Wade Jr., Memphis; Don T. 
Wilson Jr., Bolivar.

Doctor of Theology: Robert Adams 
Couric, Lewisburg.

Diploma in Theology: M. Gary Swag- 
gerty, Knoxville.

Master of Religious Education: Robert 
Franklin Bragg, Memphis; William Ray 
Scott, Powder Springs; Robert Dwight 
Worden, Memphis.

Master of Church Music: Edwin Moore 
Hollis, Memphis.

Summer term registration set 
July 11 at Belmont College

Registration for Belmont College’s second 
summer term will be July 11 from 9:00 
a.m.-3:00 p.m. in the college’s Center for 
Business Administration.

Students enrolling for the summer only 
and for students enrolling at Belmont for 
the first time are asked to meet in room 
220, Center for Business Administration at 
8:00 a.m., July 11.

Courses will be offered in business, bi
ology, chemistry, education, English, health, 
history, math, music, philosophy, physical 
education, physics, psychology, religion, and 
sociology.

Additional information about courses and 
tuition is available from Belmont’s Admis
sions Office.

Memphis chosen to host 
unique D. Min. project

Memphis will be the site of a unique pilot 
project in advanced seminary education dur
ing 1978, according to David Garland of 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Fort Worth, Tex.

Although most of the six Southern Bap
tist seminaries have individually offered 
classes in their doctor of ministry program 
at off-campus locations, this is the first time 
that all six of the SBC seminaries have 
cooperated in a pilot project.

Credits earned in the Memphis classes 
will be accepted by any of the six SBC semi
naries.

The plan is for two professors, one from 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Ky., and one from Southwestern 
seminary, to teach courses during the 1978 
spring semester in Memphis. During the fall 
semester one professor from New Orleans 
(La.) Baptist Theological Seminary and one 
from Midwestern Baptist Theological Semi
nary will teach the courses.

Each student must enroll with his own 
respective seminary. Garland says there 
must be at least 18 people enrolled in the 
program to make it financially feasible.

The classes will meet only on Monday, 
which will make it possible for pastors and 

ute to Memphisothers interested to co;Hill

and participate in the program.
Further information and registration ma

terials can be secured from David Garland, 
coordinator of the project, or from any of 
the six Southern Baptist seminaries.
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iJesus salva! proclaimed in Memphis
“Porque el Hijo del Hombre vino a buscar 

y a salvar lo que se habia perdido.” (San 
Lucas 19:10)

The Spanish translation of Luke 19:10 
may mean nothing to many Tennessee Bap
tists. But to Emilio Saumell it meant hope 
instead of despair.

Saumell is one of 3,921 Latin Americans 
living in Shelby County who claim Spanish 
as their native language. In his 70’s and a 
native of Cuba, Saumell speaks no English.

A few months ago, through the efforts of 
Temple Church in Memphis, and in co
operation with Shelby County Association, 
the Home Mission Board, and the Southern 
Baptist Convention, a ministry to the 
Spanish-speaking was begun in that city— 
the only one of its kind in Tennessee.

After weeks of prayer and work, Elias 
Pantoja, pastor of a Spanish-speaking con
gregation in Carrollton, Tex., was recruited 
to lead the Spanish work. Pantoja, who had 
already heard about the new Bold Mission 
program of the Southern Baptist Conven
tion, had a firm conviction that the gospel 
should be preached in Spanish throughout 
the United States—not just in Texas or in 
the Southwest.
Saw great need here

“I saw a great need in Tennessee,” he 
recalled. “I knew that there was no work in 
the state of this type, and I felt that the 
Lord was leading us to Memphis for a spe
cific reason.”

Most Tennesseans do not think of Latin 
Americans when they think of minority 
groups. But in Memphis alone, the Spanish
speaking community is one of the largest 
ethnic groups. Their geographical heritage 
includes Mexico, Cuba, Puerto Rico, and 
Central and South America. Several of the 
people speak English, but many speak only 
Spanish. Vocationally, the number includes 
professionals, white and blue collar workers, 
and students.

Following Pantoja’s transition to West 
Tennessee, he planned to initiate work in 
home Bible studies as a first project. He 
did not believe that there would be enough 
interest to justify also holding Sunday wor
ship services at the beginning of his min
istry. But during his first two months in the 
community, he made contact with about 40 
family units, using newspaper articles, per
sonal visits, and contacts through families 
and friends. He did not expect the results 
which he gleaned.

‘‘From the very first Sunday we have 
had a group for Sunday School and worship 
service,” he said. The groups meets at 
Temple Church in the mid-town area. The 
church has provided a Sunday School de
partment and a chapel and has purchased 
Spanish hymnals and Bibles to help in the 
worship.

“I have not measured our progress in 
terms of numerical growth,” the young 
Spanish pastor conjectured. “About 15 
families have responded favorably by at
tending services, but others that we contact 
are not willing to listen to us because we 
are Baptist and they are of a Roman Cath
olic background.”

Saumell was reached through the Sunday 
services. Pantoja recalled that Saumell could 
not attend in the beginning of the ministry. 
A victim of cancer, he has fought several 
recurrences of the disease and has under
gone treatments and surgery. “His wife was 
a Christian, but Saumell had never made a 
profession of faith in Christ,” Pantoja said.

His wife attended the services, and 
Pantoja began sending tapes in Spanish 
home to her husband. The tapes contained 
the Bible study and worship service in his 
native language. After hearing some of the 
tapes, Saumell attended a service at the 
church. While listening to his second mes
sage in person, he accepted Christ as Savior.

Gained new trust
Since his conversion, he has undergone 

surgery again and is recuperating at home. 
“He expressed confidence and trust in the 
Lord before his operation this time,” a 
family member told Pantoja. “This is some
thing he has never had before.”

We will continue to minister to Saumell, 
Pantoja promised. “We want to reach out 
more and more to lead Spanish-speaking 

Elias Pantoja, pastor of the Spanish-speaking congregation, Temple Church, Memphis, 
explains a Scripture verse to a prospect for the church. At left is Mrs. Pantoja and son, 
E. J.

people to the knowledge of Jesus Christ as 
Savior and to develop mature Christians in 
the Lord.”

In addition to Sunday services, Pantoja 
has begun a home Bible study in Hughes, 
Ark., about 50 miles from Memphis. Pres
ently, there are 49 persons in the small 
Spanish community of farm workers en
rolled in the study which meets once a 
week. Twelve of these persons have been 
saved since beginning the study. Eight of 
the 12 are adults. The lessons are taught in 
Spanish.

Particularly appreciative of the studies is 
a young man and his mother and father. 
All three have made professions of faith 
since the lessons began.

“The young man has come to the study 
every time,” Pantoja said. “Since he made 
his profession of faith, he has been writing 
all through his Bible and taking notes at 
every study.”

The Spanish ministry has also engulfed 
the use of tapes in Spanish, fellowship for 
Spanish-speaking persons, and counseling 
sessions.

One of the hopes of the Spanish pastor 
is to obtain copies of the Spanish Bible on 
tape. He said that this method would be of 
great help in working with those who cannot 
read or who do not have a Spanish Bible.

As the ministry continues to grow, other 
Spanish-speaking people will join Emilio 
Saumell in finding that the message of San 
Lucas 19:10 will turn despair into hope.
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Annuity participants to receive 
specific information on change

DALLAS—About 23,000 participants in 
basic retirement plans will receive a com
parative Member Benefit Statement from 
the Southern Baptist Convention’s Annuity 
Board in September.

Annuity Board President Darold H. 
Morgan said the statement is designed to 
help members of retirement plans A-10 and 
A-11 decide whether to remain in their 
current program or transfer to the new 
Southern Baptist Retirement Program.

Assembled specially for career ministers, 
the new program goes into effect Jan. 1.

The statements will supply details about 
a member’s current coverage in Plan A, as 
well as information on what the same basis 
of participation would provide under the 
new program.

Not all Plan A members will receive the 
statements. They will go only to those who 
are active in Plans A-10 and A-ll.

Even though a member may be partici
pating in supplemental plans, the statements

Judge gives option: 
church or jail

FRESNO, Calif.-—Hugh Wesley Good
win is a black, Bible-toting judge who is 
fighting church-state separation, while legal 
authorities deplore his religious alternatives 
to jail.

“You can separate religion from govern
ment or any other phase of life, but you 
can’t separate God,” explained Goodwin, a 
Baptist.

Last year, California Gov. Edmund 
Brown appointed Goodwin as municipal 
judge. Since that time he has offered more 
than 200 misdemeanor defendants the option 
of attending church or Bible-study classes 
instead of going to jail.

He emphasizes that offering a defendant 
the option of attending church in no way 
threatens religious freedom.

He insists that attending church is more 
rehabilitative than prison. He said only five 
of the more than 200 defendants who have 
chosen church instead of jail have com
mitted crimes again.

“There was an initial fear in the com
munity over having crooks in the congre
gation. But people ended up loving them, 
and businessmen offered them jobs. We have 
more people in the churches involved in 
rehabilitation than the probation depart
ment. And it’s not costing the county a 
dime.” (BP)
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will contain only information about Plan 
A.

Plan A participants who want to trans
fer to the new program are asked to notify 
the Board before Dec. 1. After the new 
program takes effect on Jan. 1, Southern 
Baptist ministers will have access to one of 
the finest retirement plans available.

“We are excited about this new protec
tion,” Morgan said about the development 
of the new retirement program.

The new program provides retirement 
and protection benefits for career ministerial 
personnel. A church contributes to a mem
ber’s retirement section. The protection sec
tion, including survivor and disability bene
fits, is paid by the state convention.

Young Colombian's conversion, concern 
leads to medical missions excursion

BARRANQUILLA, Colombia — Elena 
Cuesta grew up in the jungle village of 
Bellavista on the Bojaya river. She was the 
third of 12 children and knew the hope
lessness of remaining in the jungle.

Without friend or acquaintance for com
pany, she left on the four-day journey to 
this South American city. Here she found 
work in the home of Southern Baptist mis
sionaries and also found Jesus Christ as a 
personal Savior. Miss Cuesta wanted to 
become a nurse, and finally, after several 
years at other jobs, she was employed as a 
nurse’s aid.

While working as an aid she lived with 
Southern Baptist Missionary Diana L. Hall. 
The two women became friends and at 
Christmas when Miss Cuesta visited her 
family, Miss Hall went with her.

In her village there are no bathrooms, no 
church buildings, no electricity. But the 
women , felt the need for a special service. 
Since Miss Cuesta’s heart had long been 
burdened for her people, they brought 10 
Bibles to give away. Four men accepted 
Christ at the invitation. During the visit 
Miss Cuesta’s uncle talked to Miss Hall 
about the medical and spiritual needs of the 
people in his nearby village of La Loma.

Within a few days after their return here, 
a request had come to Clinica Bautista, the 
Baptist medical ministry, from the village of 
La Loma. The villagers wanted a medical 
caravan to visit their area. Plans soon were 
under way and the trip was scheduled for 
May.

Miss Cuesta couldn’t return to her home 
area with the medical group. Her prayers 
to become a nurse had at last been answered 
as she was accepted into nursing school.

Ex-Tennessean to lead 
Illinois' evangelism

John W. Somers, a native of Rutherford, 
Tenn., where he attended First Church, has 
been named director of evangelism for the 
Illinois Baptist State As
sociation, Springfield, 
Ill., effective June 1.

Somers had been pas
tor at First Church, Du 
Quoin, Ill., since 1971. 
A graduate of Ouachita 
Baptist University and 
Southwestern Baptist 
Seminary, Somers had 
attended Union Univer
sity at Jackson, Tenn., 
three years.

He and his wife Judy have two sons, John 
Mark, 15, and Jeff, 13. They will make their 
home in Chatham, Ill., a Springfield suburb.

She was chosen as one of the 150 students 
from 700 applicants.

Even though Miss Cuesta couldn’t go, 
Miss Hall and five others—including a sur
geon, a dentist, a nurse, a pharmacist, and 
a pastor—made the trip by plane, motor 
launch, and canoe.

The team arrived at La Loma about sun
down. The villagers had cleaned out the 
largest building in the town—it had four 
rooms and a tin roof instead of the usual 
thatched one. Two rooms became bedrooms 
when they hung up their hammocks. An
other became a dentist’s office and the 
largest was divided by rope for a waiting 
room and an examining room-pharmacy 
area.

At a service the first night, the large room 
was packed. When the invitation to accept 
Christ was given, everyone raised his hand. 
Pastor Jose DeMoya asked them to put their 
hands down and talked some more about 
what it means to be a Christian. Again he 
gave the invitation and again all hands were 
raised. He gave them each a copy of the 
Gospel of John to study before the next 
night.

During the days, the team saw patients. 
The dentist saw about 60 people and pulled 
“countless teeth,” according to Miss Hall. 
The missionary doctor, Robert L. Edwards, 
examined about 360 patients and made 
about 30 house calls. Helping him was 
Southern Baptist Missionary Nurse Jeni 
Hester.

The team left a New Testament for each 
home, in addition to tracts and children’s 
pamphlets.

And it all happened because God led an 
ambitious young girl to seek hope in the 
city.
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EDITORIALS

Long-term pastorates and low salaries
Could it be that the pastors with the longest tenure in their 

present church are the most underpaid? Logically it would 
seem that the longer a pastor remains with a church, the more 
useful and more valuable his service is to that church and to the 
Lord.

But unfortunately this is often not the case.
Recently a pastor retired after many years in a difficult and 

demanding pastorate. He was appreciated and loved by church 
members—but they took him more or less for granted.

Over the years as living costs rose, the pastor’s salary had 
remained about the same, and he was too nice to push for a 
raise for himself.

Then came the pastor’s retirement and the search by the 
church for a replacement. To the shock and chagrin of the 
church membership, the “pastor’s salary” item in the church 
budget had to be increased more than $3,000 annually to get 
another acceptable pastor.

And, the sub-standard salary the retiring pastor had received 
over the years meant that he and his wife had worn-out 
possessions and little savings with which to face the future.

We wish this was an isolated occurrence—but it is not!
A pastor usually comes to a new pastorate with an adequate 

salary—although sometimes it is small, but with promises that 
adjustments will come when the church “gets on its feet.”

However, as the church grows, the congregation often fails 
to make these proper adjustments. Oh, raises are given—some 
perhaps even in the range of the cost-of-living—but seldom do 
these increases reflect the need to move these salaries up to 
where they should be.

You see, as the church grew, there were other demands—

For the One Who Actively Seeks It

more apparent to the membership—on the church budget and 
income. More members required new or remodeled facilities; 
more literature was needed; sometimes other staff members or 
services were added; and inflation reflected in increased costs 
for utilities, supplies, and operating expenses had to be paid.

The pastor was simply taken for granted.
A pastor is unique among the men of this earth. The Internal 

Revenue Service classifies him as “self-employed,” but he is a 
servant of God called by vote of a congregation.

A pastor belongs to no union which can use collective 
bargaining or threat of strike to obtain a just compensation. 
Rarely is there a contract with stated increases.

A pastor has no denominational board nor executive which 
can order a church to pay its employees a certain amount.

A pastor by tradition is never supposed to give any indication 
that he needs financial help, nor is he to ask for a raise. Instead, 
he is to work his long days and act grateful for whatever the 
church desires to pay him.

Yes, the pastor’s salary is set by the congregation which he 
serves and is paid out of funds given by members through their 
tithes and offerings. But we would predict that over 90 percent 
of the church members do not know the salary, housing 
allowance, and fringe benefits he receives—without having to 
hunt up this information.

It is tragic that the only way most pastors and other church 
staff members can get a significant raise is to change churches!

Could we challenge you to find out what is the salary and 
other compensation being paid to your pastor? Would you 
compare this with what he received last year?—five years ago? 
—10 years ago?

Then ask yourself—and your fellow church members, “Has 
v-our pastor’s salary at least kept pace with the economy, OR 

have we been taking him for granted?”

Gambling loses
As Tennesseans await next January’s reconvening of the 

General Assembly and its consideration of legalized gambling, 
it would be well for us to consider a ,934-page study conducted 
by Cornell University on the states which have sanctioned the 
questionable practice.

The report concludes that states with such operation fail to 
produce the anticipated revenues, that they provide smaller 
payoff than illegal operations, and that illegal operations persist 
because they can offer better odds.

The nation is headed for the “worst of both worlds” if it 
relaxes gambling laws with an eye on more tax revenue, says 
the report. And it adds: “Organized crime and professional 
gambling will endure, and the corruption and inefficiency of law 
enforcement and the obstruction of the courts will continue.”

The report offers two suggestions for states considering 
legalized gambling: (1) forget about making money since there 
is better competition with illegal gambling, and (2) strengthen 
laws against illegal gambling.

That sounds like excellent advice for Tennessee lawmakers.
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Cicero’s 
comment

By the editor
“Cicero, we did it again,” announced 

N. Lister, chairman of the Nominating 
Committee at Stagnant Quo Baptist Church. 
“We were the first Tennessee church to 
enlist officers and teachers for the coming 
church year.”

Cicero asked the caller to help other 
committees by sharing his principles.

“First, always assume that everybody who 
has a job will continue next year. Don’t even 
bother to ask—it is unlikely they will object 
when the committee brings its report to the 
church. To publicly object would imply they 
were admitting to doing a poor job in the 
past!”

Cicero interrupted, “But doesn’t this mean 
that some workers get into a rut?”

“Possibly,” N. Lister admitted. “But it 
seems to work all right. Why, Mrs. Dynah 
Steed has been superintendent of the inter
mediate department for 41 years! This also 
gives continuity—not having to tell her that 
she is supposed to be called director of the 
youth division.”

The second principle, according to Lister’s 
list, is to enlist people who can’t perform 
the assigned task—so they won’t feel guilty 
for failure. “Our new outreach director is 
Mr. Perry Lyles. Since he is an invalid, no 
one expects him to visit prospects or absen
tees, so he readily agreed to the task.”

The committee’s third procedure is to 
trap—rather, enlist—new members of the 
church. “They are unaware what all is 
involved, so you can capitalize on their 
eagerness to serve. Brother Newt Comer 
will be our Brotherhood director—and he’s 
never even been to a Brotherhood meeting.”

The fourth principle is to seek out those 
non-regular church members and give them 
a job. “Our new Sunday School director is 
Ebb Santee—who hasn’t been to Sunday 
School in seven years. Now that he has the 
job, he might start coming.”

N. Lister said that the fifth principle is 
related—enlisting indifferent members, such 
as Brother “Hoot” Carres as church training 
director. “Since he doesn’t give a ‘hoot,’ it is 
unlikely he will do anything wrong—or 
otherwise.”

The last principle is really a warning. 
“Avoid giving positions to those who have 
a special interest or training for that task. 
They usually do such a good job that it 
embarrasses the other workers—and makes 
it hard to re-enlist them next year!”

to t&e ScUton, • • •
Letters on any religion-related subject are welcomed. Letters of over 300 words 
will not be used. Other letters may be shortened at the discretion of the editor. 
No unsigned letters will be printed, but writer’s name will be withheld for 
sufficient reason. Letters must contain complete address.

Rights violated
Dear editor:

What is happening to those great docu
ments of American Freedom—the very 
foundation of our country—the Declara
tion of Independence, the Constitution, and 
the Bill of Rights? Not only is there dic
tatorship rule in America’s judicial system, 
but one of the most cruel and inhumane 
acts ever used in all mankind is the Habitual 
Criminal Law. What crime have we com
mitted to have judgment passed on our 
poor misguided souls? They are saying we’re 
not fit to live among society any more!

Now the Habitual Criminal Statute, court 
records, and prison records will show that 
Tenenssee and 38 other states are violating 
the 8th and 14th Amendments by letting 
one person, the prosecutor, use despotic dic
tatorship rule and pick and choose who to 
try as habitual criminals.

Since the statute is used randomly and 
vindictively by prosecutors without guide
lines or standards, this constitutes cruel and 
unusual punishment. The 8th Amendment 
prohibits cruel and unusual punishment and 
incorporates the “equal protection clause” 
of the 14th Amendment and requires that 
punishment be handed out uniformly.

In America all citizens are created equal, 
governed, and judged by the same laws.

On behalf of America’s founding fathers 
and all Americans past and present who 
have given their sweat, blood, limbs, very 
lives, and “sacred honor” for these docu
ments—I would like to issue a challenge to 
anyone on the “Whole United Judicial Sys
tem” to deny these allegations publicly. 
Truth conquers all things.

Thomas Joseph Smith Jr.
Station A West
Tennessee State Prison 
Nashville, TN 37203

• *

Answers Southern's critics
Dear editor:

Recent letters in Baptist and Reflector by 
L. F. Aldridge Jr. (June 16) and Earl Lane 
(June 23) are in need of some critical com
ment.

First, concerning their view of a woman’s 
limited role in the church, I must say that I 
disagree, while still affirming their right as 
fellow Baptists to hold to such a perspec
tive. It would seem that time is definitely on 
the side of women in the ministry.

Secondly, I wish they would get their 
facts straight about Southern Baptist Theo
logical Seminary. My wife and I have been 
students here for a year and have failed to 

find all the unorthodox teaching to which 
they allude. Their blanket statements re
garding this school’s graduates involve the 
personal reputations of some 14,000 men 
and women around the world who have 
dedicated their lives to the proclamation of 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. If Aldridge and 
Lane were to evaluate the seminary on the 
basis of firsthand knowledge instead of 
innuendo, they would discover that our 
classes begin with prayer, that our faculty 
and students believe in the Bible as the 
Word of God, and that a dynamic relation
ship with Jesus is central to all that is 
taught.

I would encourage these gentlemen to 
rethink their positions before making any 
more outlandish statements. I am sure the 
Southern seminary community would join 
with them in a desire to return to the 
basics” of the Bible, yet they should not be 
disturbed if some Baptists hold to interpre
tations different from their own. As Paul 
tells us, diversity within the body can be a 
very good thing.

John Miller Finley, 
Box 1045 
Southern Baptist Seminary 
Louisville, KY 40206

Principle of ordination
Dear editor:

I have just read an article in your paper 
concerning the husband and wife team as 
pastors of a Louisville church (June 2 issue).

I have a question to ask you concerning 
women being pastors or deacons in the 
church; do the Southern Baptist Convention 
and their schools teach or uphold this prin
ciple?

If so, I disagree wholeheartedly and feel 
they have deceived their people in this case.

I am a Southern Baptist minister and 
have been associated with it and am proud 
of it, but I sincerely hope they haven’t 
taught this subject since it isn’t Scriptural.

I would very much appreciate an answer 
to this as would several other pastors in this 
area.

Gary Higgins
Ridgeview Baptist Church 
1440 South Church St. 
Cleveland, TN 37311

The Southern Baptist Convention has 
never voted to uphold the principle of 
women being pastors or deacons. I have not 
heard that any SBC seminary teaches this 
subject. As you are aware, ordinations are 
conducted by and upon the authority of a 
local Baptist church—not the Southern Bap
tist Convention nor its seminaries, (editor)
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Fetation

Proof positive
By Herschel H. Hobbs

“Whether is it easier to say to the sick 
of the palsy, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or 
to say, Arise, take up thy bed, and walk? 
But that ye may know that the Son of 
man hath power on earth to forgive sins 
... I say unto thee, Arise, take up thy 
bed, and go thy way into thine house."— 
Mark 2:9-11

Four friends brought to Jesus a man on 
his pallet. The man returned home walking 
and carrying his pallet. The account is all 
the more remarkable because the man had 
“palsy” or was a paralytic (paralutikon, 
Mark 2:3). But behind this is an even greater 
truth. Jesus began by forgiving his sins 
(v. 5). Certain scribes (Pharisees) who were 
present accused Him of blasphemy, since 
He claimed a power which belongs only to 
God. But note that Jesus dealt with the 
man’s spiritual need before that of his 
physical condition. Even where we begin 
with one’s physical needs it should be a 
means of meeting his spiritual need.

Knowing the scribes’ thoughts Jesus chal
lenged them. They might dispute His power 
to forgive sin. But He gave them a visible 
lesson to prove them wrong. They could not 
successfully deny an act of healing this 
paralytic before their very eyes.

So He commanded this crippled man, 
“Arise [present imperative verb], and take 
up [aorist imperative, immediate action], thy 
bed, and go [present imperative] thy way 
into thine own house” (v. 11). “And im
mediately he arose, took up the bed, and
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went forth before them all” (v. 12). All 
three verbs in verse 12 are aorist tenses. 
This plus “immediately” shows that this 
was no gradual healing but a miracle. The 
people were astonished at what they saw. 
But this was the lesser of two miracles, the 
greater one being the forgiveness of the 
man’s sins. Since the scribes could not deny 
the lesser, they could not deny the greater.

The scribes had said that only God can 
forgive sins. True! But in Jesus’ acts He 
proved that He was God in the flesh among 
them. Unless we see this truth we miss the 
heart of this Scripture.

HISTORICALLY
FROM THE FILES

50 YEARS AGO
Austin Crouch, pastor of First 

Church, Murfreesboro, was elected 
secretary of the new Executive Com
mittee of the Southern Baptist Con
vention, Nashville.

George B. Daws of Memphis was 
the new minister of Bethel Church 
near Humboldt.

25 YEARS AGO
Meridian Church, Knoxville, called 

Elmer J. Foust as pastor. He suc
ceeded R. P. Hamby who had ac
cepted a church in Blount County.

Antioch Church, near Humboldt, 
dedicated its new educational build
ing. Henry J. Huey, pastor of First 
Church, Milan, was the speaker. Wal
ter M. Martin was pastor.

10 YEARS AGO
Bill Henry, a junior at Belmont 

College, Nashville, was elected presi
dent of the Tennessee Baptist Student 
Union. His election came during the 
State spring retreats held at Camp 
Linden and Camp Carson.

T. Phillip Heard accepted the call 
to become educational director at 
Northside Church, Chattanooga. He 
was serving West Corinth Church, 
Corinth, Miss.

On Matters of

Family Living
By Dr. B. David Edens

Director, Marriage and Family Program 
Stephens College—Columbia, Missouri 65201

Know the man who spends 
time with your young sons
Sexual abuse of boys as young as nine 

by male adults in the role of “friends” is a 
growing problem of national proportions, 
reports the Christian Science Monitor. Boys 
without fathers in the home are particularly 
vulnerable to advances from predatory 
adult men.

The extent of the problem is becoming 
clear as reports of police investigations in 
more than seven states are compared, and 
the data appear to be the proverbial tip of 
the iceberg, according to Monitor writer 
Robert M. Press.

The FBI has no separate statistics on the 
situation because this type of abuse is not 
a federal offense “unless it occurs on an 
Indian reservation,” he observes. Very few 
government agencies at national, state and 
local levels are dealing with the problem 
and only a few private social service agen
cies are grappling with the reality.

“Though national data are lacking, the 
scope of the problem is suggested by the 
pattern of arrests within the past year in 
Washington, Utah, Massachusetts, New 
Orleans, Tennessee, and California.” In the 
Los Angeles area alone, “reliable and prob
ably minimal estimates” show some 30,000 
children between nine and 17, mostly boys, 
are being sexually-abused by adult males.

Parents are urged to be conscious of the 
possibility that their boys may be prey for 
certain adult males, and are advised to pay 
more attention to the men who spend time 
with their sons. Boys themselves should be 
matter-of-factly informed of the possibility 
of such incidents, it is generally agreed. 
Parents should also spend more time with 
their children, making sure that their sons 
receive the same warm, casual physical 
show of affection that daughters do.

Five Tennesseans serve 
on staff at Glorieta

GLORIETA—Five Tennesseans are ser
ving this summer at Glorieta Baptist Con
ference Center.

They include Mona Banks, Millington, 
pre-school; Rita Gresham, Bartlett, dining 
room; Martin Hill, Hermitage, media cen
ter; Angela Keck, Soddy, hall girl; and Jan 
Mosley, Nashville, staff program leader.

Glorieta Baptist Conference Center, lo
cated 20 miles east of Santa Fe, N.M., is a 
year-round religious retreat owned and oper
ated by the Southern Baptist Sunday School 
Board, Nashville, Tenn.
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Jhdpit Utt
By Jim Griffith

These words recently appeared on a church bulletin board: “TO YOU WHO HAVE 
BEEN ON DIAL-A-PRAYER, WELCOME BACK TO LIVE ACTION.”

Except for shut-ins, no church members should carry on their religion via telephone 
or television.

“Dial-to-pray” can never replace “kneel to pray.”
There are many advantages in using the old system. For one thing, those who pray 

directly to God never get a busy signal.
Furthermore, one can pray any time—he does not have to pray at night because 

“the rates are cheaper.”
Moreover, there is much to be said for “assembling with other church members to wor

ship and pray.” It is not a very happy ending to have one’s funeral announced with the 
words once used by a young preacher: “The funeral of Mr. John Brown will be held to
morrow in this church—and Mr. Brown will be here himself, in person, for the first time 
in three years.”

Devotional
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ACROSS
I

1 Ancestor of Jesus 
(Matt. 1:7)

4 Possesses
7 Incandescence

11 Revolutions per 
minute: abbr.

12 The commandment 
(Prov. 6:23)

13 City in Europe
14 Prefix in Scotch 

names
15 Lamb
16 Arab garments
17 “obtained---------” 

(Heb. 11)
20 Mount (Hab. 3:3)
22 Female ruff
23 Fuzz
24 Implement

26 Menu item
29 Esau’s wife 

(Gen. 36:2)
30 Conform
31 Measure of distance
32 Communication: 

abbr.
33 Storage places
34 Concerning
35 Lettuce
36 Man (1 Chron. 2:18)
37 “----- with all men” 

(Heb. 12)
42 Medley
43 Swan genus
44 Sacred vessel
47 “settled on his — ” 

(Jer. 48)
48 Man’s name
49 Joram’s father

(2 Sam. 8:10)

50 Prescribed amount
51 Family members: 

abbr.
52 Layer

DOWN

1 “— of the Lord” 
(John 12:38)

2 Hot springs
3 “I----” (Rom. 7:14)
4 Nimbus
5 Among
6 “five - sold” 

(Luke 12:6)
7 “pure blood of 

the —” (Deut. 32:14)
8 Timber wolf
9 Duke (Gen. 36:15)

10 Direction
12 Mexican city
18 Goliath’s home

(1 Sam. 17:4)
19 Moray
20 Quadrat
21 Assistant
24 “audience unto------” 

(Acts 22)
25 Wine: comb, form
26 “Jesus spake

of----- ” (John 11)
27 Choir member
28 “Nebo, and Baal—” 

(Num. 32)
31 Fruit residue
33 Half of a boner
35 “kept it —” (Luke 9)
36 Swiss river
37 “Sharon shall be 

a —” (Isa. 65)
38 Butter substitute
39 “full of (Nah. 3)
40 Petition
41 Time periods
45 Hind
46 Ancient Tartar 

people

By Melody Gill
Almost everyone knows Snoopy, Charles 

Schultz’s lovable beagle. He tries his hand 
at many of our own ambitions: expert 

tennis player, fighter 
pilot, world-famous con
ductor, and best-selling 
author. After a never
ending series of rejection 
cards from publishers, 
Snoopy the author finally 
gets a letter that looks 
promising. It reads, “We 
have accepted your 
story and will pay you 
one thousand dollars.” 
Snoopy is overcome with 
joy—until he notices

another line in fine print: “April Fool.” We 
laugh because often life does seem to trick 
us, and we can understand Snoopy’s feelings 
of frustration.

I have to admire Snoopy’s bounce-back 
ability. When one ambition doesn’t work 
out, he tries to develop other talents. He 
doesn’t withdraw from the world and feel 
sorry for himself. He is constantly engaged 
in a search for meaning and fulfillment, and 
he gives his all to the pursuit he follows. 
When life around him changes, he adapts, 
gracefully slipping into the new patterns 
required of him. Yet he maintains his 
individuality.

There is a very Christian message in 
Snoopy’s way of life. Christ expects us to 
continually pursue meaning and fulfillment 
according to His will. His will for us at 
one time of our lives may change at another 
period of life. No matter where He leads 
us, we are to adapt to the new situation 
and give of ourselves in a Christlike man
ner. When we are hurt by those who may 
not understand that Christ is our first pri
ority, we resist the temptation to yield to 
self-pity and to avoid those persons. Re
siliency is an essential part of the Christian 
bearing.

The philosopher William James said, 
“The greatest use of life is to spend it for 
something that will outlast it.” Surely there 
is no greater use of life than spreading 
Christ’s name everywhere—whatever our 
occupation and wherever our search for 
meaning takes us. There is nothing that 
outlasts the love of Christ for the world.

Gill is a copy editor of Broadman books at the 
Baptist Sunday School Board. She also serves as 
acteen leader at First Church, Nashville.

CRYPTOVERSE

NVtt GA YEZG HIFH HIA SFG BO WZZT BC

F UFE VOA BH SFGCVSSP

Today’s Cryptoverse clue: V equals U

MONUMENT LETTERING
Monuments lettered throughout Middle 
and West Tennessee. Write or call Mike 
Thompson Monuments, P. O. Box 1110, 
Dyersburg, TN 38024 901-286-1766.
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Baptist leader urges: 'Abandon, 
wagons, launch some rockets

KANSAS CITY, Mo.—A Georgia pastor 
who was re-elected here as chairman of the 
Southern Baptist Executive Committee is 
committed to the thought that “Baptists- 
need to abandon wagons and launch some 
rockets.”

W. Ches Smith III, pastor of First Church 
in Tifton, Ga., the past 12 years was named 
to a second term during SBC sessions here 
in June.

The Executive Committee was given 
“strong administrative leadership” in pro
moting and coordinating all aspects of Bold 
Mission, Southern Baptists’ efforts to evan
gelize the world by the year 2000.

And convention messengers asked the 
Executive Committee’s chairman, Smith in 
this case, to appoint the committee to give 
the leadership they asked for.

Bold Mission “may easily become the 
most significant single missionary endeavor 
in Southern Baptists’ history or any other 
organized religious body,” Smith reflected 
following his re-election in Kansas City. 
“I feel a deep need for prayer as we con
template the personnel, structures, finances, 
and scope of Bold Mission among Southern 
Baptist churches and agencies.

“The first five years will be crucial. If we 
can capture the excitement and zeal I feel 
all across the nation, and give it workable 
tools for involving Mr. Average Baptist in 
Bold Mission, the dimensions are beyond 
our imagination.”

He added, “Just the thought of doubling 
total Cooperative Program gifts by 1982, 
and doubling them two more times by the 
year 2000 is an energizing thought. Think 
what our mission boards and state conven
tions and SBC commissions could do if 
their present resources were doubled in five 
years.”

Smith’s talk of commitment to Christ 
through Bold Mission is more than just talk, 
even on a family and personal level. “My 
family and I will make a prayerful personal 
commitment. We are going to double our 
family giving to the cause of Christ in the 
next five years—and that won’t be easy with 
two girls in college,” he said.

“And I am going to give everything I’ve 
got to lead my church and my state con
vention to double their giving to the Co
operative Program by 1982. I believe in 
Bold Mission with my whole being.”

The Tifton pastor added: “I was deeply 
moved when SBC messengers in Kansas City 
gave their warmest ovation to Bill (William) 
Self of Atlanta when, in his convention 
sermon, he passionately called on all SBC 
agencies to be bold, innovative, daring, and 
risky in devising new programs for world 
missions.

“This response spoke volumes to me. Our 
people are eager to get on with Bold Mis

sion, and they are hungry for their leader
ship to tell them how to be bold in getting 
it done.”

“This innovation I am talking about 
doesn’t mean putting new wheels on an old 
wagon, as far as I am concerned. It means 
getting out of the old wagon and launching 
some rockets for the gospel. We live in a jet 
age; let’s reach that age with the relevant, 
current, timely demands of the eternal 
gospel of Jesus.” (BP)

Court's parochial aid decision 
hurts public schools, Allen says

SAN ANTONIO, Tex.—Southern Bap
tist Convention President Jimmy Allen de
cried here a U.S. Supreme Court decision 
which upheld most parts of a controversial 
Ohio plan that includes public funding for 
textbooks and other services for parochial 
schools, calling the action a “fierce blow at 
the public school system.” (See article on 
Page 2).

Allen, recently elected SBC president in 
Kansas City, Mo., expressed regret for the 
high court’s decision, which is said by some 
observers to be a major defeat for separa
tion of church and state.

In its decision, the court ruled that Ohio 
did not violate the “no establishment” clause *
of the First Amendment by enacting a law 
providing state funding for textbooks, stan
dardized testing and scoring, diagnostic and 
therapeutic services in parochial schools.

The decision is viewed by observers as the 
court’s most complicated analysis to date 
of the constitutionality of state funding of 
parochial schools.

At the same time, the court struck down 
two parts of the Ohio law that had called for 
providing instructional materials, equipment, 
and field trip transportation.

Allen, in a telephoned statement to Bap
tist Press, said: “I regret that the U.S. 
Supreme Court relaxed its tension toward a 
consistent application of the principal of 
separation of church and state in its recent

CHURCH FURNITURE 
From Factory to Church 

RAINSVILLE CHURCH PEW 
COMPANY 

Route No. 1, Box 405 
Rainsville, Ala. 35986 

Phone 205-638-2467 or 638-3882 
Also we upholster old pews.

Jaroy Weber hospitalized 
after 'mild' heart attack

LUBBOCK, Tex.—Former Southern Bap
tist Convention President Jaroy Weber is 
resting comfortably in Methodist Hospital 
after suffering what doctors call a “mild 
heart attack” here June 28.

Weber, pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Lubbock, is listed in serious but stable con
dition.

He served as SBC president for two terms 
1974-76.

SHARE BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR 
WITH A FRIEND

hairsplitting decision of parochial aid in the 
State of Ohio.-

“However,” Allen said, “Baptists have 
always been more concerned about what is 
right than about what is legal. I believe that 
persons committed to religious liberty will 
continue to press in their communities to
ward maintaining public funds in public 
channels for public purposes.

“Historically,” Allen said, “we have op
posed taxing one taxpayer to pay for the 
propogation of another’s faith.

“The rhetoric in this Ohio decision,” he 
continued, “is far from being realistic. On 
the one hand, the court has declared that 
furnishing textbooks, standardized testing 
services and diagnostic services to parochial 
schools is allowable.

(Continued on page 13)

SENIOR CITIZENS, live happily among 
fellow Christians. Have good food and 
modern conveniences in scenic beauty 
and fresh air—with access to city. Cost 
$12.50 per day. For more information 
write Mr. T. R. Harris, 305 N. Maple 
St., Lebanon, TN 37087.

Drexel
Church Furnishings

Pews, Pulpit and Chancel Furniture

Phone 704/322-8380
Dept. J. P.O. Drawer 2187 

Hickory, North Carolina 28601
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Our People and Our Churches . . .
PEOPLE...

Darrell L. Headrick was ordained to the 
gospel ministry by Knoxville First Church. 
A student intern from Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Headrick is director 
of college ministries for the church. Jesse 
Fletcher, pastor, gave the ordination charge, 
and Dave Ward, associate minister, led the 
ordination liturgy. Also participating in the 
service were Nancy Crider, Carl Perry, 
Mary Hutson, Gerry Jack, and Mary 
Eleanor Pickle. Headrick plans to return to 
Southern to complete work on the master 
of divinity degree.

Calvary Church, Knoxville, ordained 
Norris McMullen to the gospel music min
istry. Bob Burch is pastor.

Mill Creek Church, Stone Association, 
ordained Dale McCloud to the gospel min
istry.

Bath Springs Church, Beech River Asso
ciation, ordained Henry Martin as a deacon. 
E. E. Deusner, pastor, Lexington First 
Church, preached the ordination sermon. 
Mitchell Bennett, director of missions for 
the association, led the questioning. Dennis 
Smith is pastor.

June 29 was the 65th wedding anniversary 
of Mr. and Mrs. A. R. Pedigo, Asbury Acres 
Health Center, Maryville. Members of 
Meridian Church in Knoxville, Pedigo was 
pastor of Immanuel Church in that city for 
33 years. He also served other churches 
and preached until after his 90th birthday. 
He observed his 93rd birthday on the same 
day as his wedding anniversary. James A. 
Hutson is his pastor.

CHURCHES...
Bulls Gap Church, Bulls Gap, is engaged 

in remodeling part of the church facilities. 
Otto Giles is pastor.

Pleasant Ridge Church, Talbott, voted to 
organize a Baptist Men’s organization. 
George Cochran was elected director. Dar
rell Seal is pastor.

Chattanooga Second Church celebrated 
the 97th anniversary of the church. T. J. 
Youngblood is pastor.

Twin Hills Church, Westmoreland, re
ported a record Sunday School attendance 
of 139. The church was organized two years 
ago. Paul R. Gunn is pastor.

Spring Creek Church, Clarksville, com
pleted remodeling of the church which was 
organized in 1808. Bill Tober is pastor.

New Salem Church, Hamilton County 
Association, began work on a new nursery.

Courfs Parochial
(Continued from page 12)

“On the other hand,” Allen said, “furnish
ing instructional materials and equipment is 
disapproved. At the same time, the court 
upheld separation of church and state by 
demanding that there be ‘no excessive en
tanglement’ between church and state in the 
field of education.

“The very machinery for monitoring this 
complicated decision will constitute ‘exces
sive entanglement’,” he said.

“The deepest tragedy of this decision, 
however, is that it strikes a fierce blow at the 
public school system in a day when public 
education is struggling for economic sur
vival. It will multiply sectarian political 
pressures on already beleagured state legis
latures.

“Sectarian strife is tragic in a time when 
Christians of various backgrounds are learn
ing to work together sharing the gospel in a 
secularized age,” Allen said.

The Supreme Court decision on the Ohio 
plan will also have impact on similar plans 
in at least two other states, observers say.

The high court announced it was sending 
back three similar cases from Minnesota 
and New York for lower courts to decide in 
light of the Ohio decision. (BP)

Members of Baileyton First Church voted 
to go full time beginning this month. A full 
church program is planned, according to 
pastor Richard Cassidy.

Beulah Church, Kingsport, purchased 
three acres for future expansion and parking 
area. The church has undergone remodeling 
recently. Kenneth Kyker is pastor.

Midway Church, Whiteville, is remodeling 
the auditorium and educational facilities.

Plans call for work on a new sanctuary in 
the future. James T. Painter is pastor.

Calvary Church, New Duck River Asso
ciation, celebrates its 25th anniversary this 
month with homecoming. Wayne Bassette 
is pastor.

Members of Shelbyville Mills Church, 
Shelbyville, voted to begin two Sunday 
Schools and two worship services this month. 
Bob Ledlow is pastor.

Educational space and a new baptistry is 
being added to Rover Church, Eagleville. 
David Wall is pastor.

Members of Mount Vernon Church, Ten
nessee Valley Association, honored their pas
tor, David Cunningham, with a new Buick 
Century. Cunningham has served the church 
for over 10 years and has recently gone full 
time in the service.

Members of Norris First Church cele
brated the church’s 25th anniversary last 
month. Homer C. McElyea, Atlanta, the 
church’s first pastor, was scheduled to give 
the main message at special services. The 
church was organized in 1952 with the 
assistance of Clinton First Church. Wayne 
Provence is pastor.

Island Home Church, Andersonville, be
gan a Woman’s Missionary Union with the 
organization of a Baptist Women’s group. 
T. R. Oaks is pastor.

Mountain View Church, Lake City, is 
scheduled to dedicate new Sunday School 
rooms and renovated facilities this month. 
George Lindsay is pastor.

Construction has been completed on a 
pastor’s home for Fairview Church, Dyer 
Association. Conyer Walker is pastor.

11-DAY HOLY LAND, BELGIUM, 
SWITZERLAND, GERMANY TOUR
Departs Nov. 8,1977 and March 14,1978.
Tour director is Donald E. Wildmon, well- 
known minister and author. He has led 
ten tours to the Holy Land. His tours are 
recognized as being among the finest 
available. Write for brochure. Five Star 
Tours, Box 68, Southaven, Miss. 38671. 
Phone 601-342-0677. Plenty of refer
ences.
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UNIFORM SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, July 10

A worshiping people

worshipper spends too much time talking 
about himself, it only indicates inordinate 
amount of self-preoccupation. In Israel the 
talk was about the one who brought them 
up out of the land of Egypt. This dimension 
of worship we can learn, too.

By Don H. Olive 
Coordinator of the Philosophy Department 

Carson-Newman College, Jefferson City, Tennessee 37760

TEXT: Exodus 33:9-16, 35:29

The text for today’s lesson contains one 
of the most striking passages in the Old 
Testament. In the account of the com
munication between Moses and God, one 
is struck by how the conversation between 
them proceeded. The text notes that God 
used to speak to Moses face to face, “as a 
man speaks to his friend.” There is some
thing robust, honest, and open about the 
way friends talk to one another. There is 
little of false modesty, a self-aware humil
ity, which surreptitiously elevates the “sup
plicant” through abasement. Moses stood 
as a friend to talk with a friend.

Moses made requests without groveling, 
for he was not in the presence of a benevo
lent despot. He frankly asked to know God 
better by being shown God’s ways. He even 
reminded God that God is obligated to 
demonstrate that Israel is truly His people 
by His presence among them. Moses said, 
“If Thy presence will not go with me, do 
not carry us up from here. For how shall it

To change or correct 
your address

Attach label from your latest copy 
here and show new address below— 
include zip code. When changing ad
dress please give two weeks notice. 
Please write, do not call address 
changes to insure accuracy.

All correspondence relating 
to your subscription
should be accompanied by your address 
label. If you are receiving duplicate 
copies please send both labels.
Address all requests to:

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR
Post Office Box 347

Brentwood, Tennessee 37027

Name .......................................................
please print

Address ...................................................

City .........................................................

State...................... Zip Code................. 

be known that I have found favor in Thy 
sight, I and Thy people? Is it not in Thy 
going with us, so that we are distinct, I 
and Thy people, from all other people that 
are upon the face of the earth?” How 
utterly confident and friendly such a con
versation was! How very lacking in sticky- 
sentimentality! It contains in it the very 
essence of worship.

Worship: An Attitude of Confidence
One of the striking features of today’s 

passage is the contrast between the response 
of Isarel to the presence of God in the 
pillar of cloud and the customary response 
of other peoples to the divine. While Moses 
talked with God face to face, the pillar of 
cloud stood at the door of the tent. Upon 
these occasions the people of Israel would 
rise up and worship, every man at his tent 
door. God came as a friend, to be recog
nized and met as a friend.

The Israelite in worship stood in the 
door of his own tent. He did not crawl with 
his face to the ground. He did not cut 
himself with sharp knives to indicate his 
worthlessness. He did not fearfully ap
proach, afraid to look straight ahead. He 
did not abase himself in all the many and 
various ways of the worshippers of other 
gods. He confidently stood before his worthy 
friend.

Worship is the act of confidently affirming 
the worth-ship of God. Simply and con
fidently done, it testifies of a friend. It 
speaks easily of his accomplishments. Noth
ing is added to him or what he has done 
by the worshipper’s self-abasement, by con
stantly repeating and belaboring how un
worthy the worshipper is. Indeed, if the

“But we know that the law is good, if a 
man use it lawfully” (1 Tim. 1:8).

Worship: A Recognition of Distinction
Israel found favor in the sight of God. 

We are not told why. But they did. And as 
Moses recommended to God, this favor was 
confirmed by the fact that God would go 
with them. This made Israel distinct. That 
God went with Israel had significance in 
that the God of Israel was not bound to 
some mountain in the wilderness or to any 
particular locale. Unlike the gods of the 
Egyptians who could not leave Egypt, the 
God of Israel went with His people.

In this Israel was distinct. Her worship, 
then, was a recognition of this distinction. 
She knew and affirmed that she was differ
ent, because her God was different. The 
God who still goes with His people thereby 
makes them different, too. All the gods of 
space and time—things, money, success, 
family, education—never allow their wor
shippers any distinction. Locked into space 
and time, these gods never go anywhere. 
Their worshippers die in their tracks.

Worship: An Act of Voluntarism
The old army saying, “Never volunteer!” 

did not apply in Israel in the days of her 
making. Worship was an act of voluntarily 
responding to the task given by God. In the 
historical instance of Sinai it consisted in 
giving an offering, an offering given by men 
and women whose hearts told them to give. 
This offering was their freewill offering to 
the Lord.

In this account the centrality of giving 
in worship can be seen. When the complaint 
is raised that giving is not an appropriate 
part of the worship of the people, the one 
who makes such a complaint should review 
the history of the people of God. When 
one’s attention is directed towards the source 
of many benefits, the response of giving is 
only natural and commendable.

On the other hand, it is noteworthy that 
emphasis is placed in the account of Israel’s 
giving upon the voluntaristic nature of it. 
This is an act of worship, that one responds 
of his own accord. Coercion may be effec
tive in enlarging the amount given; it is 
never appropriate, however, in worshipful 
giving. Taxes may be extracted, but worship 
in giving must be voluntary. Anything less 
is not worship. This must be recognized by 
those who worship and by the leaders in 
worship, as well.

Thus, from Israel’s example worship is 
seen as an attitude of confidence, a recogni
tion of distinction, and an act of volun
tarism. In all of these worship is seen as 
concrete and natural. It is the human re
sponse to God’s gracious presence. It is 
adult and constructive, because it calls us 
beyond ourselves in the affirmation of a 
friend. In worship we can be self-forgetful. 
It is the healthiest moment of our lives.

Page 14 Baptist and Reflector



LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, July 10

The law in Christian perspective
By Earl C. Davis, pastor 

First Baptist Church, Memphis, Tennessee

Basic Passage: Matthew 5:17-20; Mark 12:28-34
Focal Passage: Matthew 5:17-20; Mark 12:28-34

It is obvious to even the casual reader 
that the noblest and best in an unredeemed 
society can but stump their idealistic toes 
on the stone of the Sermon on the Mount. 
The primary audience, the inner ears for 
which the sermon was intended, was the 
disciples. This group, wider than the Twelve, 
was the nucleus of a race of men like Jesus. 
And, in the sermon as we have it in 
Matthew, Jesus first delineated the character 
of these Beatitude people, then moved to 
illuminate their relationship to the Old 
Testament Law.

We.follow in their train, and feel impelled 
to t ask many of the same questions they 
asked as we seek the relationship of the 
twentieth century disciple to the law.

ce of the Law (verses 17-19)
Taken on the surface, Jesus’ actions are 

injcqptradiction to His words here. But 
which law, or how much law, is meant? It 
is obyious that Jesus did not have in mind 
the iVual and ceremonial Law of the Old 
Testament or the oral regulations of the 
scribal schools (see Matthew 12:1-8; John 
5:8; Mark 7:1-5).

Two groups are in the background of 
these verses; the Pharisees on the one hand, 
and on the other, those who were anti- 
nomians. The one group watched Jesus 
with anger and misgiving as He swept away 
the fences men built around the Old Testa
ment Law. The other group chafed under 
any restrictions of law and hailed Jesus’ 
carelessness to tradition as a boon to free
dom. Both groups failed to realize that 
while Jesus did not always take the law 
literally, He did always take it seriously.

The Fulfillment of the Law (verse 17)
Jesus came to fulfill the law. This state

ment, so simple yet so profound, means at 
least two things: He came to set forth clearly 
the deeper intent of the law, and He came 
to perfectly obey the law.

One way of expressing the fulfillment of 
the deeper meaning of the law by Christ is 
to think of a coloring book before the 
crayons have been at work. The outline is 
there, but the depth and intensity of the 
picture awaits the addition of colors. With 
the birth of Jesus came the “color” into the 

• understanding of the law, in a manner of 
speaking. Jesus claimed to understand the 
law better than anyone before Him.

Jesus went beyond the letter of the law, 
to its heart—the intent of the law. Men— 
“of old”—traced the external demands of 

the law in terms of actual murder, literal 
adultery, overt oaths, and carefully mea
sured retaliation—to name a few illustra
tions. But Jesus uncovered the roots of 
these sins, the hideous attitudes harbored in 
men’s hearts (see Matthew 5:21-48). Jesus 
set His “I say unto you” not against the 
law but against the Pharisaical and surface 
interpretation of that law. Jesus did not set 
up a new legalism.

Where Freedom Begins (verses 18-19)
If literal adherence to all the Old Testa

ment Law is meant by Jesus’ statement that 
not even an iota (the smallest letter of the 
Greek alphabet) or a keraia (the tiny addi
tion on some Hebrew letters) would pass 
away until the law be fulfilled (verse 18), 
then Jesus was a breaker of the law. By 
the same token, literal adherence to all the 
law would exclude Jesus Himself from 
heaven, according to verse 19. Clearly, 
Jesus went deeper than the letter of the law.

It is important to understand, however, 
that Jesus was not teaching open disregard 
for the Old Testament Law. The beatitude 
community was to be free from the shackles 
of ritualism and legalism, but freedom 
begins in keeping the intent of the law. 
Not flagrant disregard, as the anti-nomians 
would have it, but deeper fulfillment is the 
stance of Jesus, and the only proper attitude 
for His followers. The Ten Commandments 
are never obsolete, for the Christian goes 
beyond the letter to the heart of the com
mandments.
Righteousness and Reputation (verse 20)
The Pharisee’s righteousness was con

cerned with reputation. He desired to be 
seen of men, to be proper of form and 
appropriate of action. Jesus’ righteousness 
was concerned with character, the inner 
man. The intent of the Old Testament Law 
was a help and a strength to the inner man, 
beautifuly described in the Beatitudes.
The Summary of the Law (Mark 12:28-34)

Jesus not only went beyond the externals 
of the law and reaffirmed its deeper intent, 
He also summed up its essence. And how it 
needed summing up! The rabbis said there 
were 613 separate commandments, and a 
lively discussion constantly surrounded 
them. So, then, the question of the scribe 
in this passage is quite appropriate: “Which 
is the first commandment of all?” That is, 
which is the most important; which heads 
the list?

The law, said Jesus, is summed up in the

Broadman representative 
explains book writing

GLORIETA—How does one go about 
getting a religious book published?

Participants in the Sunday School Lead
ership Conference at Glorieta Baptist Con
ference Center learned the answer to this 
and other questions during a conference 
sponsored by Broadman Press, the general 
publishing arm of the Southern Baptist 
Convention.

“At Broadman we’re looking for good 
books that will sell and that meet a need,” 
explained Johnnie Godwin, manager of 
Broadman’s products department. “The 
books also need to be religious. They don’t 
have to be stain-glass, but they do need to 
have an ethic or a moral.”

Godwin emphasized that authors should 
write informally and use “people talk,” the 
language that they use in everyday conver
sation. He also encouraged them to write 
with clarity and simplicity so as to com
municate their ideas more effectively.

“Be yourself,” advised Godwin. “Write in 
the style that is most comfortable for you, 
but always write on this assumption: if mis
communication can occur, it will. So re
member, always say what you mean, but 
make certain it’s in a way that others will 
understand.”

Shema (Deuteronomy 6:4-5). The chief re
quirement is total commitment to God—the 
dedication of heart, soul, and mind. The 
call here is to total obedience and trust, and 
the stark, vivid faith of Abraham looms in 
the background. The second requirement, 
“Love thy neighbor as thyself” (verse 31), 
brings the triangle nature of the religious 
life into focus. How Jesus stressed the 
vertical and horizontal relationships joined 
together! “Our Father, which art in heav
en . . .” It is impossible, says John, to love 
God and hate our brother.

WOLFE BROS. & CO.
1 PINEY FLATS/ TENN.
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Washburn, to retire Aug. 1 after 44 years
By Jim Lowry

NASHVILLE—A. V. Washburn, “Mr. 
Sunday School” to Southern Baptists for the 
past 20 years, will retire as head of the 
Sunday School Board’s Sunday School de
partment, Aug. 1.

Washburn, a board employee of 44 years, 
has invested his life in promoting Bible 
study because of a conviction that “reaching 
people for Christ is a tremendous chal
lenge.”

He has worked with many outstanding 
Southern Baptist leaders, including four 
presidents of the Board, I. J. Van Ness, T. L. 
Holcomb, James L. Sullivan, and Grady 
Cothen.

Sunday School leaders with whom he has 
worked include Hight C Moore, Prince E. 
Burroughs, Arthur Flake, and J. N. Bar
nette, the only other person to head South
ern Baptists’ Sunday School program which 
now has almost 7.5 million members en
rolled.

His first position at the Sunday School 
Board was superintendent of young people’s 
work, which he assumed two months after 
he was graduated from Wake Forest Uni
versity.

Foundation

Greatest investment
I ever made
By Jonas L. Stewart

Executive Secretary-Treasurer
Communication from a friend of the Lord 

who has an interest in our total Convention 
program stated “The trust fund which I have 
with the Tennessee Baptist Foundation is the 
greatest investment I ever made.” This is 
not an unusual expression but it does reveal 
her love for things eternal as well as her 
trust in this agency.

This dear lady is now in a retirement 
home. She realized years ago that the in
firmity of age may bring on senility and a 
need for protection of her funds. She placed 
assets with the foundation knowing that she 
and her money would be protected. We pay 
her a regular income from the investments. 
Upon her death the proceeds will go to the 
Christian cause which she has designated in 
a trust agreement. Her estate will be pro
tected and her testimony perpetuated into 
the ages.

No wonder she is pleased!
For information about establishing such a 

trust fund now or in a will write: Ten
nessee Baptist Foundation, Jonas L. Stewart, 
Executive Secretary-Treasurer, P.O. Box 
347, Brentwood, Tennessee 37027.

A. V. WASHBURN 
Baptists’ “Mr. Sunday School”

After a three-year stay in the U.S. Naval 
Reserves from 1943-1946, Washburn re
turned to the Sunday School Board as 
secretary of teaching and training in the 
Sunday School department and associate 
editor of the Sunday School Builder.

He was named secretary of the Sunday 
School department when Barnette retired 
in 1957.

Washburn’s theory of operating for his 
years in Sunday School work probably is 
best explained in his paraphrase of one of 
Barnette’s sayings: “If you will work to grow 
a great Sunday School, in that process, you 
will have already developed a great church, 
because the basic element of reaching 
people and teaching them the Word of God 
is what Sunday School work is all about.”

“Sunday Schools have always played an 
important role in establishing new churches,” 
he said, “and the cooperative spirit that 
exists now between Southern Baptist agen
cies as related to establishing new congrega
tions through new Sunday Schools is one of 
our most exciting prospects for the future.

“Growing momentum in the numerical 
growth of Sunday School enrollment and 
attendance, plus current reports of churches 
using the ACTION Sunday School enroll
ment plan to increase enrollment and at
tendance are two of our most encouraging 
signs of things to come,” he added.

“However,” Washburn injected, “I believe 
the most promising point for the stability 
and continued growth of Sunday Schools is 
the strong emphasis on improving the qual
ity of Bible teaching and learning.”

After his retirement, he expects to be at 
least as busy as he is now.

First, the Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board has of
fered Washburn and his wife, 
Kate, the opportunity to work 
in Scotland for a year, beginning 
in April, 1978. While there, he 
will serve as a general consul
tant to the Baptist Union of 
Scotland in the field of religious 
education.

He also has received numer
ous offers from state Baptist 
convention executive secretaries 
and Sunday School secretaries to 
work with them in establishing 
new Sunday Schools and con
ducting ACTION campaigns.

Several associational directors 
of missions have asked Wash
burn to work with them to im
prove the quality of Bible teach
ing in their particular areas.

Working in areas where South
ern Baptist work is still in the 
pioneer stage particularly ap
peals to him, possibly living in 
his trailer in an area where no 
church exists.

Washburn, a believer in Bible 
study for everyone, may now 
retire to do what he has done faithfully
across the years, tell more people about 
Bible study. (BP)

Annuity representative named 
to Missouri convention staff

DALLAS—Harvey J. Wright, associate in 
the Sunday School department of the Mis- 
ouri Baptist Convention, has been named 
annuity secretary for the Missouri conven
tion.

Wright’s appointment was announced 
jointly by Annuity Board President Darold 
H. Morgan and Rheubin L. South, executive 
director-treasurer of the Missouri Baptist 
Convention. Wright, who assumes duties 
Aug. 1, succeeds J. W. Fisher, retiring 
after more than 14 years with the Annuity 
Board.

As Missouri’s secretary, Wright will direct 
all annuity work in the state. He also will 
enroll new participants in Annuity Board 
insurance and retirement plans, and will co
operate with Southern Baptist state repre
sentatives in promoting board programs.
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