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16 vie in Bible drill, speakers' contest
Robbie Ross, Chattanooga, and Marie 

Hall, Memphis, teamed up to claim top 
honors at the 1977 Youth Bible Drill and 
Speakers’ Tournament held in Brentwood 
last week.

Ross, a member of Brainerd Church, 
demonstrated abilities in speed and accuracy 
in the Bible drill, which consisted of 35 
calls. Representing Hamilton Association 
and the Southeastern region, Ross partici
pated along with seven other contestants 
who had earned their places in the state 
drill.

Hall, who aspires to a career in youth 
ministries, gave her award-winning speech 
on “Are You There, God?” She represented 
Ardmore Church, Shelby Association, and 
the Northwestern region.

Basing her remarks on John 14:16-17, 
the high school graduate said that it is the 
duty of Christians to lead seearching people 
to the Holy Spirit, to Jesus, and to God. She 
compared the Holy Spirit to a light cord, 
and said that a searching person must 
merely “reach out, grasp the cord, and pull 
on the light.”

But, she said, “It is our duty as Christians 
to let the searching people know where the 
cord is and how to find it.” (The complete 
text of her speech is printed in this issue of 
Baptist and Reflector, page 13).

The Bible drill consists of a book drill, 
Scripture search, identifying verse search, 
and memory passage recitation.

In order to qualify for the state tourna
ment, a driller must take first place in 
church, associational, and regional drills.

Ross was the third young person in his 
family to earn his way to the state tourna
ment and the first member of his family to 
win state honors. An older brother, Jeff, 
participated in the state drills in 1973, ’74,

Belmont Heights Church member, 
Robert L. Barnes Jr., dies

Services were held July 5 for Robert L. 
Barnes Jr. at Belmont Heights Church, 
Nashville. He died July 3 following a long 
illness.

Barnes was a charter member of the Bel
mont Heights Church, where he had served 
as a Sunday School teacher.

He married the former Callie Howell in 
1922 who survives. Other survivors are two 
sons, Robert H. Barnes and John D. Barnes; 
three daughters, Mrs. Robert Gray, Mrs. 
Willie E. Siegrist, and Mrs. Carroll Smith, 
all of Nashville.

YOUTH WINNERS—Marie Hall and 
Robbie Ross relax for a few moments after 
earning first place awards in the State Youth 
Speakers’ Tournament and Bible Drill last 
week in Brentwood. The two are represent
ing Tennessee this week during Church 
Training Week at Ridgecrest Conference 
Center.
and ’75. Sister Debbie came to the state 
drifi in 1971 and ’72.

Committee outlines principles 
for 'Mission Service Corps'

NASHVILLE — The Mission Service 
Corps, designed to gear up the ambitious 
Southern Baptist Convention goal of enlist
ing 5,000 short-term volunteer missionaries 
by 1982, was born here amidst an unusually 
intense air of urgency and excitement.

A special Mission Volunteer Committee 
of leaders of SBC agencies and state con
ventions, meeting within about two weeks 
after the SBC voted in Kansas City to add 
the beefed-up short-term emphasis to the 
denominations Bold Mission effort, “met 
with the idea of unstopping the channels for 
money and personnel to flow to areas of 
need,” said W. Ches Smith, committee 
chairman.

Impetus for the eventual formation of the 
Mission Service Corps grew out of meeting, 
June 7 in the White House, between Presi
dent Jimmy Carter and various SBC agency 
leaders. Carter urged his denomination to 
strengthen the short-term volunteer mission
ary phase of its Bold Mission plan, voted 
into existence the previous year in Norfolk, 
to proclaim the message of Christ to the 
entire world by the close of the century.

While expressing the need to overcome 
barriers which would prevent the effort 
from undergirding the Bold Mission effort, 
committee members emphasized the effort

First alternate in the Bible drin was 
Donnie Hardwick, representing Emmanuel 
Church, Gibson Association, Northwestern 
region. The third place winner was Ricky 
Gray, Southside Church, Maury Associa
tion, South Central region.

Other drillers were: Donna Franks, 
Turkey Creek Church, Shiloh Association, 
Southwestern region; Neal Fisher, Im
manuel Church, Wilson Association, Cen
tral region; Sandy Davis, Oaklawn Church, 
Cumberland Plateau Association, North 
Central region; Susan Carpenter, Montvue 
Church, Nolachucky Association, North
eastern region; and Carolyn Hoffmeister, 
Cumberland Church, Knox Association, 
Eastern region.

First alternate in the speakers’ tourna
ment was Margie Dykes, Mt. Juliet First 
Church, Wilson Association, Central region. 
The third place winner was Elaine Richard-

(Continued on page 5)

must be organized properly to keep it from 
floundering and collapsing under its own 
weight.

The special committee laid out 10 prin
ciples; established three work groups (for 
enlistment and screening, identification of 
places of service and assignments, and 
financing and administration) and set the 
next committee for Sept. 1 in Nashville. It 
hopes to report to the SBC Executive Com
mittee at its meeting in Nashville, Sept. 19- 
21.

Among the 10 principles, the committee 
expressed the hope that the churches will 
follow through on the SBC’s action request
ing a percentage increase each year in Co
operative Program giving and that they will 
seek to double gifts to the Cooperative Pro
gram by 1982.

Other principles include statements:
—That all funds “flow through normal 

channels and that those not designated for 
specific activities or persons be divided by 
formulae to be agreed upon by the SBC and 
state conventions, recognizing the impor
tance of the identification of church or 
individual support with the Mission Service 
Corps personnel.”

—That the two missions boards and state 
(Continued on page 5)



State paper editorials:

SBC praised.
By Robert O’Brien 
for Baptist Press

Editorials in state Baptist newspapers gen
erally radiated a sense of excitement, plea
sure, and pride about events which trans
pired in mid-June at the 120th annual 
meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention 
in Kansas City, Mo.

Editors expressed enthusiasm over the 
SBC’s willingness to vote proposals calling 
for recruitment of 5,000 short-term mis
sionaries and doubling of financial resources 
by 1982 as part of the SBC’s Bold Mission 
effort to evangelize the world by the close 
of the century.

They used words like “openness,” “unity,” 
“unanimity of spirit,” “healthy,” and “whole
some” to describe the mood of more than 
16,000 registered messengers.

Lurking in the background—directly and 
indirectly—of evaluations of several editors 
are vestiges of the bitter doctrinal shoot-out 
at the 1970 SBC in Denver—the yardstick 
by which most editorial observers have 
measured the moods of succeeding conven
tions.

“Gone are the bitter days of Denver, 
1970,” wrote J. Marse Grant, editor of 
North Carolina’s Biblical Recorder, sound
ing a note several other editors alluded to 
indirectly in describing the positiveness and 
unity of the SBC’s 1977 edition.

Quite a few editors praised the SBC’s 
“openness,” characterized by its vote to 
instruct its agencies to reveal salary infor
mation of their chief executives when asked 
to do so and its decision to reject a proposal 
to withhold vote totals in elections during 
the annual meeting.

R. Gene Puckett, editor of the Maryland 
Baptist, predicted an avalanche of letters 
testing agencies on salary disclosure. He 
echoed another editor or two with this 
warning: “. . . woe be unto any agency that 
does not respond quickly and thoroughly. 
We doubt the issue is settled; it could 
appear each year for some time because 
openness is the mood of the times.”

Several of the 17 editors who have edi
torialized thus far commented that the 
lengthy but non-bitter debates on vote and 
salary disclosure exhibited the only contro
versy in a convention aimed at inspiring 
Southern Baptists to undertake unprece
dented worldwide goals in missions and 
evangelism.

“We conquered mountains (voting a $63.4 
million budget and Bold Mission advance) 
with little effort and muddled our time and 
enegies with the molehills” (such as the 
salary dispute), wrote William Crews, editor 
of the Northwest Baptist Witness, reflecting
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for openness,
views of several editors. “Southern Baptists 
can survive the molehills so long as we trust 
God to help us conquer the mountains,” he 
said. “I believe this was done in Kansas 
City.”

As usual, the editors varied in assessments 
of the convention’s place in history, but 
several spoke of the long-term significance 
which they believe may characterize the 
ambitious plans launched in Kansas City 
for Bold Mission.

“This year we have probably inaugurated 
the greatest plans in the history of our 
convention,” commented J. Everett Sneed of 
the Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine. “The 
convention took one of its greatest missions 
leaps ever in approving the Bold Mission 
Thrust,” declared John Roberts of South 
Carolina’s Baptist Courier.

rim
successful urging of SBC messengers to 
incorporate the 5,000 short-term mission
aries into the Bold Mission effort and his 
videotape message to the convention drew 
analysis from a number of editors.

James F. Cole, editor of Louisiana’s 
Baptist Message, was the only one to discuss 
the church-state implications of Carter’s 
participation in the convention, although 
C. R. Daley of the Western Recorder in 
Kentucky, said he would editorialize on it in 
the future.

“Some criticism was heard as to Carter’s 
challenge (to increase number of volunteer 
missionaries) since it originated from the 
Oval Office,” Cole wrote. “A few said that 
we as Southern Baptists would have criti
cized John Kennedy IT he had issued such a 
statement after meeting with Catholics in 
the White House (as Carter did with Baptist 
agency heads on June 7 about two weeks 
before the SBC voted to accept his pro
posal).

“This is probably true, but our criticism 
would not necessarily have been valid,” Cole 
said. “Carter’s challenge did not come as an 
executive order. That order was issued 
nearly 2,000 years ago when the head of the 
church (Jesus Christ) said, ‘Go ye.’

“Being President of the United States has 
not stripped Carter of laymanship,” Cole 
said of Carter, who has done volunteer mis
sion work himself and served as an SBC 
agency trustee.

Daley observed: “The prayers of Southern 
Baptists for an open door to world evan
gelization in this generation have been 
amazingly answered. A Baptist deacon, un
known beyond his own community a few 
years ago but now living in the White 
House, has been used of God to give South
ern Baptists their greatest visibility and 
opportunity in history. If we do not capi-

unity, spirit
talize on this opportunity, we do not deserve 
another.”

Hill

Carter’s proposal became SBC policy, Daley 
added, “As a veteran observer and partici
pant in Southern Baptist life, I would have 
said such an idea could not have bypassed 
established channels and won approval.”

“It was thrilling for the President of the 
U.S. to say he’d personally support a volun
teer missionary for two years,” wrote Robert 
Hastings of the Illinois Baptist. “Jimmy 
Carter didn’t think up the idea. It was 
already in the Bold Mission strategy. But 
the weight of his influence gave an air of 
excitement.”

Several editors pointed out, though, that 
all the ambitious plans in existence won’t 
work without dedicated implementation.

“It remains to be seen how effective we 
are in implementation—a problem which 
rests largely with the (SBC) agencies as they 
get the message into the churches,” said 
John J. Hurt, editor of the Baptist Standard 
in Texas.

“There will not be any 5,000 short-term 
mission volunteers without a gigantic re
cruitment program,” Hurt declared. “There 
will not be more big jumps in dollar giving 
without churches switching their prejudice 
for buildings and staff to mission boards.

“Baptists are long on projects and promo
tional efforts,” added Don McGregor of 
Mississippi’s Baptist Record. “Some of them 
live and some dwindle away for lack of 
interest. Bold Mission advance must be kept 
alive. Those who received the impetus ap
plied at this convention must be the ones to 
carry the enthusiasm to others throughout 
the convention and keep the interest at a 
high pitch.”

In other areas, the editors generally ap
proved1 SBC resolutions condemning homo
sexuality as a sin but calling for compassion 
for homosexuals and dealing with a wide 
range of other social ills.

They responded with enthusiasm and re
spect for the job done by James L. Sullivan 
as SBC president and the election of Jimmy 
R. Allen, pastor of First Baptist Church, San 
Antonio, as his successor.

“Plaudits must go to James Lv Sullivan for 
outstanding service . . . God’s hand must 
have been in his selection at a time when 
Jimmy Carter’s election turned the global 
spotlight on a people called Southern Bap
tists,” wrote Jack U. Harwell, editor of 
Georgia’s Christian Index.

Jimmy Allen “is a forceful and dynamic 
leader ... he knows how to present the

(Continued on page 3)
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Kansas executive director to join 
Annuity Board as vice-president

DALLAS—Pat McDaniel, executive di
rector of the Kansas-Nebraska Convention 
of Southern Baptists, has been named execu
tive vice-president and chief of operations 
for the Southern Baptist Annuity Board 
here, effective Aug. 1.

McDaniel, who has held Kansas-Ne
braska Baptists’ top convention post the 
past seven years, as operations chief will be 
the principle planning officer and advisor to 
Darold H. Morgan, Annuity Board presi
dent. The operations position was recom
mended by the board’s long-range planning 
committee several years ago “when the need 
comes to bear,” according to Morgan.

McDaniel, a 44-year-old layman, has had 
extensive training and experience in banking 
and finance. He was a bank, and savings and 
loan officer in Texas before moving to 
Michigan to work in pioneer missions. He 
worked in a Flint, Mich., bank while help
ing to begin a mission in Owosso, a Flint 
suburb.

He later became assistant to the executive 
secretary of the Baptist State Convention of 
Michigan. In 1967, McDaniel joined the 
Southern Baptist Home Mission Board in 
Atlanta as finance officer. While there he 
worked with the Kansas Convention to help 
direct its financial recovery after the young 
convention was placed under a five-man 
board of managers. The Kansas Securities 
Commissioner placed the convention in 
“virtual receivership,” because of a $1.6- 
million deficit in its Church Loan Associa
tion, a bond writing and selling auxiliary, 
according to a convention spokesman.

McDaniel directed the refinancing and 
calling of the bonds after a successful cam-

Foundation executive committee 
meets in Brentwood, hears report

The executive committee of the Tennessee 
Baptist Foundation Board of Trustees met 
last month in Brentwood and heard a report 
from executive secretary-treasurer Jonas L. 
Stewart.

Stewart told the committee that assets for 
the Foundation have increased $629,580 
during the first six months of the fiscal year. 
Total investments as of April 30, 1977, 
were $6,905,661, he told the committee.

Additional information shared included 
the facts that 11 new trust funds have been 
established since the beginning of the con
vention year on Nov. 1, 1976, and 23 wills 
and codicils were prepared and reported in 
which the Foundation was named as trustee. 
Six months income distribution amounts to 
$212,562, an increase of $34,729 over the 
same period last year, according to Stewart. 

paign to raise the deficit, the spokesman 
noted. And the recovery was completed five 
years earlier than planned, the spokesman 
added. (BP)

Business Federation 
plans July retreat

Tennessee Baptist Business Women’s Fed
eration will meet at Camp Linden, Linden, 
July 22-24 for its annual retreat, according 
to Betty Pettey, program chairman of Nash
ville. Registration begins at 5 p.m. Friday, 
July 22.

Theme of the week-end program will be 
“Tell the Good News.” Missionary messages 
will be featured along with an executive 
session.

Evelyn Epps, director of Friendship Bap
tist Center, Briceville, will speak on moun
tain missions at 8 p.m. Friday.

The executive meeting will be held at 9 
a.m. Saturday. Myrtice Owens, missionary 
nurse, will speak following the meeting and 
again at 7 p.m. She and her husband, 
Carlos, a native of Henry County, Tenn., 
serve as missionaries to Moshi, Tanzania.

Ernest C. Pippin, Nashville, who spent 
several years as a missionary to Argentina, 
will bring the Sunday message at 11 a.m.

The retreat closes after lunch Sunday.

Imprisoned Russian Baptist pastor 
Georgi Vins, said in'poor health'

KESTON, KENT, England—A letter said 
to be from the family of imprisoned Soviet 
Baptist Georgi Vins was released here that 
described him as “in a very poor state of 
health.”

The letter delivered by Soviet German 
immigrants to the Centre for the Study of 
Religion and Communism here, was thought 
to be dated May 3, 1977.

According to the letter, Vins, who is in a 
USSR prison, had written on Mar. 14 that 
“unnatural swelling over my whole face, the 
ride to the hospital with my fever, and on 
March 1 the strongest heart attacks, con
stant pain in my heart and the paralysis of 
my left hand all contributed to my hardly 
being able to sleep at night, for when I lay 
down my heart immediately began thump
ing.

“Only by staying sitting up could I get 
relief,” Vins reportedly wrote. “Mentally, 
I had already taken my leave of you.”

SBC praised
(Continued from page 2)

Baptist position in a tactful and yet effective 
manner,” wrote Jack Gritz of Oklahoma’s 
Baptist Messenger.

Hurt felt as if the convention used too 
much video and questioned the wisdom of 
spending $6,000 for a live satellite interview 
by a Southern Baptist television newsman 
on the convention platform with a mission
ary in Hong Kong.

Other editors commenting on that, though, 
applauded the multi-media effort, such as 
Julian Pentecost of Virginia’s Religious Her
ald, who praised a variety of media uses 
and commented: “This was the first known 
attempt (the satellite transmission) to “lit
erally wrap the world in prayer’ and it was 
an inspiration to share in it.”

The convention was constructive and 
“messengers were not diverted to side is
sues . . . ,” said Theo Sommerkamp of Ohio 
Baptist Messenger.

“The 1977 convention seemed to be more 
concerned about cooperating in witnessing 
to a lost world than arguing pet peeves,” 
said Edgar Cooper of Florida Baptist Wit
ness.

“If our denomination maintains its central 
thrust of missions and evangelism, if we 
continue concern for the whole person, and 
if we do all things openly and together, and 
above all, if we maintain our dependency on 
the Spirit of the Living God, Southern Bap
tists will be equal to this high calling of 
God,” concluded Bob Terry of Missouri’s 
Word and Way.

“But the Lord provided relief,” he con
tinued. “Last Friday, the blood pressure had 
already fallen. ... I feel much better again. 
I believe in the power of your prayers and 
the prayers of God’s people.”

The letter from the family, which in
cluded the quotes reportedly from Vins, said 
they had last visited him Feb. 12-14, 1977.

On the last day, they said, Vins became 
seriously ill. “He got a high temperature, 
his blood pressure went up, and he began to 
get strong pains in the heart. In addition, 
his face swelled up.”

Vins later wrote that he had been hos
pitalized and had three blood transfusions 
and 70 injections of penicillin “to keep him 
alive,” the letter said.

The family’s letter ended with a plea to 
pray for Vins and for his release from 
prison. “Please intercede for him with the 
authorities,” the letter pleaded. (BP)

Thursday, July 14, 1977 Page 3



NEWS ANALYSIS

Parochial aid ruling draws mixed reaction
WASHINGTON—A Baptist official here 

has joined others in praising the U.S. Su
preme Court decision in the Ohio parochial 
school aid case (Wolman v. Walters, June 
24, 1977).

But opinion is divided in reaction to the 
decision, with others, including the Southern 
Baptist Convention president, reacting nega
tively.

James E. Wood Jr., executive director of 
the Baptist Joint Committee on Public 
Affairs here, said that in the Wolman de
cision “the Supreme Court has again re
affirmed that public funds may not be used 
to support church schools.

“Any claim that the court has in effect 
paved the way for the use of public funds 
for church schools clearly ignores the sub
stance of the court’s decision and its ra
tionale,” Wood declared.

The Baptist executive pointed out that 
the Baptist Joint Committee on Public 
Affairs for 30 years has participated in 
briefs to the U.S. Supreme Court in oppo
sition to the use of tax funds for the support 
of parochial schools, as it did in the Wol
man case.

In these briefs, Wood continued, the

CIRCULATION THIS ISSUE—76,245

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR
Established 1835 

Post Office Box 347, Brentwood, Tenn. 37027 
Phone: (615) 373-2255

Alvin C. Shackleford....................................................Editor
Eura Lannom .................................. Assistant to the Editor
Bobbie Durham ...................................... Editorial Assistant

Published weekly except Christmas week by the 
Executive Board of the Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion at Brentwood, Tennessee, (Post Office Box 
347) 37027. Subscription prices: $3.75 Individual: 
clubs of ten or more, $3.40; church budget, five 
and one half cents weekly when sent to 50 
percent or more of church homes. Second class 
postage paid at Brentwood, Tennessee, and at 
additional mailing office.

Space forbids printing of resolutions and obitu
aries. Advertising rates on request.

Member of Baptist Press (BP) news service of 
the Southern Baptist Convention.

News-Journal of Tennessee Baptist Convention
Ralph E. Norton, Executive Secretary-Treasurer

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: Archie D. King, chairman; 
George Capps Jr., Gayle Alexander, Bill Crook, Larry 
Duke, Charles Earl, Ray Fowler, Hayward Highfill, 
Howard Kolb, Pat Landrum, Jack May, Gaye L. 
McGIothlen, J. Ralph McIntyre, Mre. R. Trevis Otey, 
J. Arnold Porter, C. Henry Preston, Paul Shell, and 
Gerald Stow.
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Baptist Joint Committee expressed its “long 
and consistent commitment to the guaran
tees of the First Amendment respecting re
ligious liberty and the separation of church 
and state, public control with expenditure of 
public funds, and the uniquely public func
tion of American public schools.”

In Wolman, the U.S. Supreme Court up
held parts of an Ohio state law and declared 
as unconstitutional other parts. It upheld 
parts that allocated public funds for the 
benefit of children in parochial schools, but 
which funds, in the view of the court, did 
not contribute to the educational programs 
of the schools. Declared unconstitutional 
were those parts of the law that, in the view 
of the court, went beyond aid to children 
and gave aid to the schools as such.

Upheld were those parts of the Ohio law 
that authorized the state to provide non
public school pupils with books, standard
ized testing and scoring, diagnostic services, 
and therapeutic and remedial services. The 
books are to be secular, state-approved 
books, and the services are for the most 
part to be performed by public employees at 
sites clearly identified as public premises.

Declared unconstitutional were those por
tions of the Ohio law that provided instruc
tional materials and equipment and field trip 
services that were, in the view of the court, 
integral to the educational program of the 
schools.

Reaction to the court’s decision, within 
the court itself and from sources outside the 
court, have been both favorable and un
favorable.

The court opinion was read by Justice 
Harry A. Blackmun. It declared that “in 
order to pass constitutional muster under 
the establishment clause a statute (1) must 
have a secular legislative purpose; (2) must 
have a principal or primary effect that 
neither advances nor inhibits religion; and 
(3) must not foster an excessive government 
entanglement with religion.”

The majority opinion of the court said, 
“We have acknowledged before, and we do 
so again here, that the wall of separation 
that must be maintained between church 
and state is a blurred, indistinct, and varia
ble barrier depending on all the circum
stances of a particular relationship.”

In 1968, in Board of Education v. Allen, 
the Supreme Court upheld state loan of 
textbooks to private school pupils under 
certain circumstances.

Dissenting with the current court deci
sion, Justice Thurgood Marshall said, “I am 
now convinced that (the) Allen (decision) is 
largely responsible for reducing the ‘high 
and impregnable’ wall between church and 

state erected by the First Amendment to a 
‘blurred, indistinct, and variable barrier’ in
capable of performing its vital functions of 
protecting both church and state.”

Also dissenting in the Wolman case, Jus
tice William J. Brennan attacked the Ohio 
law by saying that “ingenuity in draftsman
ship cannot obscure the fact that this 
subsidy to sectarian schools amounts to 
$88,000,000.” He also expressed the view 
that the Ohio program presents “a divisive 
political potential of unusual magnitude.”

Joining those who approved the Wolman 
decision was Andrew Leigh Gunn, execu
tive director of Americans United for Sep
aration of Church and State. He said that 
the decision represents another major vic
tory for the cause of church-state separa
tion. “There has been no fundamental de
parture from the principle that religious 
education may not be supported by tax 
funds,” he said. “The court is still firm and 
the wall of separation between church and 
state remains,” he added.

In a similar vein, Leo Pfeffer, noted 
church-state constitutional lawyer, said that 
“the court has re-emphasized its adherence 
to the basic principle that tax-raised funds 
may not be used to finance educational 
services in religious schools.”

However, Pfeffer warned, “It can be 
expected that parochial school authorities 
and legislators opposed to the constitutional 
prohibition of aid to religious schools will 
continue their efforts to find other means to 
evade the constitutional prohibition.”

Jimmy Allen, newly elected president of 
the Southern Baptist Convention and for
mer national president of Americans United 
for Separation of Church and State, reacted 
negatively to the Wolman decision. He 
charged that the court “relaxed its tension 
toward a consistent application of the prin
cipal of separation of church and state,” 
that the decision will result in “excessive 
entanglement” between government and re
ligion, and that the public schools are the 
real victims by draining off public funds for 
nonpublic school education.

Allan Reitman, associate director of the 
American Civil Liberties Union, was “dis
tressed by the decision.” He said that the 
Supreme Court is trying “to slice too finely” 
and that “any form of aid to parochial 
schools is a violation of the constitution.” 
(BP)
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23 from. Tennessee serve 
as Ridgecrest staffers

RIDGECREST, N.C.—Twenty-three of 
more than 350 people working on the staff 
here at Ridgecrest Baptist Conference Cen
ter this summer are from Tennessee Baptist 
churches.

The young people are Susan Ruth Ran
dall, a University of Tennessee at Martin 
student from First Church, Bolivar; Jennice 
Wood, a Samford University student from 
Brentwood Church, Brentwood; Lester 
Bishop Jr., a Union University student from 
First Church, Camden; Donald A. Sullivan, 
a Samford University student from Brainerd 
Church, Chattanooga; Jerry W. Allen, a 
Belmont College student from Two Rivers 
Church, Donelson; Vanessa A. Church, an 
East Tennessee State University student 
from Immanuel Church, Elizabethton; Den
nis Erwin and Mike Williams, both Union 
University students from Englewood 
Church, Jackson; R. Garland Young, a 
Union University student from North Jack- 
son Church, Jackson; and Angie English, a 
Carson-Newman College student from First 
Church, Jefferson City.

The list also includes Susan D. Dance, an 
East Tennessee State University student 
from Boone Trail Church, Jonesboro; 
Thomas B. Franklin, a Carson-Newman 
College student from Main Street Church, 
Lake City; Thomas E. Leuze, a University 
of Tennessee student from First Church, 
Lenoir City; Debra Alice Hinson, a Uni-

Crossville congregation 
to observe anniversary

Members of Cumberland Homestead 
Church, Crossville, are scheduled to cele
brate the church’s 40th anniversary on 
Sunday, July 17.

Former pastor L. C. Meadows, Monti
cello, Ky., is slated to bring the morning 
message. Other former pastors are included 
on the afternoon program.

The church was constituted July 30, 
1937 with Noel Smith of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention presiding. William 
Beasley was called as the first pastor. Other 
pastors serving the church included Ray 
Brown, Robert Ritchie, Glenn Toomey, 
Archie King, Meadows, Jim McPherson, 
and the present pastor, William C. Stock- 
ton.

During Meadows’ tenure as pastor, the 
church building was completed, remodeled, 
and then destroyed by fire on Sept. 4, 1960. 
Within six months a new building was com
pleted, and a pastor’s home was constructed 
on the lot adjoining the church. A new 
educational building was begun in 1973 
and completed the following year.
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versity of Tennessee at Martin student 
from First Church, Lexington; Yvonne 
Love Kirksey, a Middle Tennessee State 
University student from First Church, 
Memphis; Owen Jarrett, a Memphis State 
University student from Graceland Church, 
Memphis; Carol Galey, a Union University 
student from Highland Heights Church, 
Memphis; Lori Lyn Smart, a Mars Hill 
College student from Judson Church, Nash
ville; Rhonda Jessie, a Coastal Carolina 
College student from Dumplin Valley 
Church, New Market; Joseph Northcut, a 
Tennessee Tech University graduate from 
First Church, Waverly; and Denise Eidson, 
a Western Kentucky University student 
from First Church, White House.

Working on the adult staff are Mr. and 
Mrs. Ercell Lowrance, who are members of 
First Church, Union City.

As Ridgecrest staffers, these people will 
help accommodate an estimated 35,000 
guests during the summer.

Ridgecrest is a year-round religious re
treat and conference center owned and 
operated by the Southern Baptist Sunday 
School Board, Nashville. The conference 
center is located in the heart of the Blue 
Ridge Mountains of western North Caro
lina.

Committee outlines
(Continued from page 1) 

conventions administer all personnel as
signed to them.

—That the state conventions be encour
aged to take the leadership in planning with 
churches and associations in cooperation 
with the SBC agencies involved in develop
ment of the Mission Service Corps.

—That the two mission boards, the 
Woman’s Missionary Union, the Brother
hood Commission and the Sunday School 
Board work with state conventions in the 
promotion of the Mission Service Corps and 
enlistment of volunteers.

—That the SBC Executive Committee 
relate to the Mission Service Corps, in 
keeping with SBC actions, to work with 
various agencies to secure full implementa
tion of SBC actions, evaluate the project, 
report periodically and make any needed

endations beyond 1982.recOThhi

—That the two mission boards, the 
WMU, Brotherhood Commission and Sun
day School Board review Mission Service 
Corps principles and develop more specific 
models for implementing the corps and that 
these be reviewed by the committee’s work
group, a representative group of pastors and 
others at the Sept. 1 meeting. (BP)

16 vie in Bible drill,
(Continued from page 1)

son, Rogersville First Church, Holston Val
ley Association, Northeastern region.

Other youth speakers were: Judy Smith, 
Camden First Church, Carroll-Benton Asso
ciation, Northwestern region; Leland Parks, 
Shelbyville Mills Church, New Duck River 
Association, South Central region; Brenda 
Rhoton, Boiling Springs Church, Union 
Association, North Central region; Greg 
Powell, Brainerd Church, Hamilton Asso
ciation, Southeastern region; and Judge 
Pippin, West Lonsdale Church, Knox As
sociation, Eastern region.

Each of the speakers was awarded a $250 
scholarship to attend one of the three Bap-. 
tist colleges in Tennessee, should they desire 
to do so. Hall received an additional $250 
scholarship and plans to attend Belmont 
College.

The state Bible drills for children were 
held in each region, according to Helen 
Kennedy, director of children’s work for 
the department.

Kennedy reported that 532 children, 
grades 4-6, participated in the state Bible 
drill. These represented 181 churches and 
47 associations. Of that number, 160 ranked 
state winner perfect by making no mistakes 
in the state drill. Fifty-six received a three- 
year award for being state winners three 
consecutive years.

Johnnie Hall, director of the Church 
Training department, presided at the tourna
ment in Brentwood. Tom Madden, Conven
tion Ministries division director, led the 
Scripture reading and prayer.

Overstreet begins ministry 
for Brunswick congregation

Darrell Overstreet is the new pastor of 
Brunswick Church, Brunswick, Shelby 
County Association.

Overstreet is a former pastor of Merton 
Avenue Church, Memphis, and was a Ken
tucky pastor before coming to Tennessee.

A graduate of the University of Arkansas, 
he also attended Oklahoma Baptist Uni
versity. He earned the master of divinity 
degree from Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. He succeeds Louis Minner as 
Brunswick pastor.

Anna Kerr funeral services held
Anna Kerr, mother of Gene Kerr, execu

tive director of the Tennessee Baptist Ser
vice Corp., died Monday, July 4, at the 
Chilhowee Nursing Home in Maryville. She 
was 86.

Funeral services were held Wednesday, 
July 6, from the Miller Funeral Home, 
Maryville. Michael H. Travis and M. D. 
Cabe Jr. officiated at the services. Burial 
was in Morganton Cemetery near Maryville.

In addition to her son, she is survived by 
a daughter, Mildred Rogers, Greenback; 
two grandchildren; and four great grand
children.
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Independent study praises Baptist colleges
MOBILE, Ala.—One of the most en

couraging “report cards” ever issued to 
Southern Baptist colleges and universities 
was presented here by one of the nation’s 
leading evaluators of educational effective
ness.

“Southern Baptist institutions, though like 
all colleges and universities today confronted 
with educational and financial problems, 
are as a group in sound condition,” Earl J. 
McGrath, director of the Program in Liberal 
Studies at the University of Arizona, told 
the annual meeting of the Association of 
Southern Baptist Colleges and Schools here.

McGrath and his associates were given 
$100,000 last year by the Lilly Endowment 
of Indianapolis, Ind., to make a major study 
of Southern Baptist educational institutions.

That study, using data gleaned from Bap
tist faculty, staff, trustees and students, grew 
out of the National Colloquium on Christian 
Education in Williamsburg, Va., in June of 
1976, under the direction of the Southern 
Baptist Convention Education Commission.

“These SBC institutions are in remarkably 
good shape, comparing them with other 
private institutions around the country. No 
other denomination, as a whole, can com
pare with Southern Baptists, as a group,” 
McGrath told the ASBCS.

“It would be hard to find a group of 
schools, especially a church group, where 
the esprit in the educational family is so 
uniformly high as that we found in these 49 
SBC schools studied,” said McGrath, a 
long-time educator and former U.S. Com
missioner of Education.

“In my judgment this institutional esprit 
de corps is a remarkable asset,” he said. “It 
is worth a lot of money to a school in a day 
when so many educators are whining and 
griping and protesting.”

McGrather’s exhaustive study of 49 of the 
53 Southern Baptist schools surveyed such 
topics as statements of purpose, clarity of 
goals, long-range planning, financial stabili
ty, faculty freedom, student opinion, trustee 
relationships, denominational involvement, 
service to the community, shared decision
making, openness to innovation, and other 
such educational criteria.

More than 132 different items were used 
to describe and analyze each of the 49 
schools individually and all of them col
lectively. Included in the study were 12 
comprehensive universities, 28 liberal arts 
colleges, and nine junior colleges.

Trustees of Lilly Endowment have been 
so impressed with findings of the McGrath 
study team that they have allocated another 
$50,000 for McGrath and his associates to 
visit various campuses and confer with 
administrators about detailed analyses of 
their particular school.
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By Jack U. Harwell
One of the study team’s strongest state

ments came in the section related to church
college relationships. One finding stated:

“To use a Biblical metaphor, those col
leges that blow either hot or cold stand the 
best chance of meeting the hard days ahead. 
Their lukewarm sister institutions are al
ready experiencing profound academic tra
vails that threaten their survival.”

McGrath elaborated: “In the past 10 
years, private institutions have increased 
their enrollments about 10 percent, on the 
average. Several denominations have ac
tually lost enrollment. But Southern Baptist 
institutions have increased their total enroll
ment by 31 percent in the past 10 years. 
There must be reasons for this growth.”

He said: “Our year-long studies clearly 
indicate that one major factor in this growth 
among Southern Baptist schools is directly 
related to the clarity of their purpose and 
mission.”

McGrath explained: “Our nation is hun
gry for moral, ethical, spiritual moorings. 
Our educational institutions have been criti
cized by the general public for not giving 
the people more help in solving these di
lemmas. They want the kind of education— 
the kind that stresses values as well as 
knowledge—which your Baptist schools are 
clearly giving,” the report continued.

And, he added with emotion, “It is not 
honest to claim to be a religious institution 
and not do anything to be distinctively and 
aggressively religious. Many other denomi
national schools have failed in this most 
fundamental loyalty, but the 49 Southern 
Baptist schools we studied have not failed.

“As a group, the^-have maintained the 
strongest church and denominational ties of 
any body of schools in the nation. This has 
to be a major factor in their general good 
health in the educational sphere.”

The report of McGrath’s study group did 
cite some changes of emphasis in the finan
cing of SBC educational institutions.

One was a growing dependence on gov
ernment tax funds for financial support.

The financial analyses were made by John 
Minter Associates of Boulder, Colo., one of 
the best-known institutional financial anal
ysts in the nation.

The report cited a trend that in 1974 
Baptist schools got eight percent of their 
total income from government tax sources. 
By 1976 that percentage had grown to nine 
percent. Some Baptist schools accept no 
direct government financial aid.

Minter’s report conceded: “Favorable 
progress made by all the Baptist colleges 
and universities as a group must not conceal 
the fact that a few institutions are experi
encing financial stress. Some may even be in 
serious financial difficulty.”

McGrath said that Southern Baptist 
schools appeared to earn low grade marks 
in two extremely touchy areas of educational 
evaluation—academic freedom and institu
tional innovation—but that “to me, what 
might appear to be low marks are actually 
compliments to the Baptist schools.

“Freedom is interpreted to cover such 
areas as openness to new ideas, inviting 
controversial speakers on campus, com
pletely free student newspapers, dress codes, 
hair lengths, new programs, etc.,” he said.

McGrath interpreted: “This apparent cur
tailing of individual freedoms is exactly in 
line with what amounts to the strongest 
feature of Baptist schools; e.g., they stand 
for a special Christian distinctive, they are 
true to their sponsoring bodies and they 
insist on the teaching of moral values.

He did concede: “I think administration, 
faculty, trustees, and students need to have 
long and open discussions about campus 
freedoms, so that no one fails to understand 
what the limits are. But, once those limits 
are agreed upon, they should be observed. 
Otherwise, a so-called Christian school loses 
its reason to be.”

One area in which SBC schools rated low 
in the McGrath team’s study was in “con
cern for advancing knowledge”—specifically, 
basic research and writing for scholarly pub
lications.

“Actually, this low score is another com
pliment to Baptist institutions. It means that 
administrators and trustees are requiring 
faculty and students to stick to the school’s 
basic functions, and that small private Bap
tist schools are not trying to compete with 
huge, tax-supported, research-publication- 
oriented universities in areas where Baptist 
schools can’t hope to compete,” McGrath 
said.

“In short, this means that your teachers 
are open to their students in the classroom 
and on campus, and not tied down to the 
laboratory or library,” he said.

Another area drawing strong praise in the 
McGrath team study was “meeting local 
needs,” or ongoing adult education and cul
tural programs serving businessmen, indus
try and others in continuing education.

“There is nothing in our report that I 
would find really damaging—and that’s 
most unusual for a study of this type. It is 
a most encouraging report to Baptists from 
an outsider,” said McGrath, a layman of the 
United Presbyterian Church, U.S.A.

The most glaring need revealed by the 
study is the urgent necessity for trustees, 
administration and faculty—and in some 
cases students—to fully understand the in
stitution’s basic purposes and for all to 
come to a meeting of the minds as to how 
to meet those purposes. (BP)
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Baptists' refugee ministry in Thailand 
adds Thais to Cambodians, Vietnamese

RICHMOND—Relief efforts by Southern 
Baptist missionaries in Thailand are not 
directed just to Cambodian and Vietnamese 
refugees, but also to displaced Thais.

In April, four Southern Baptist mission
aries were granted permission by the Thai
land government to visit Thai refugees at 
two public relief centers, according to Mrs. 
Robert R. Stewart, Southern Baptist mis
sionary press representative who was among 
the group.

Since that time, the Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board has appropriated 
$8,000 for relief efforts with the Thai people.

The refugees left their homes along Cam
bodian borders because of raids by Cam
bodian soldiers, according to William R. 
Wakefield, the board’s area secretary for 
Southeast Asia.

Ban Laem was one of the villages at
tacked by the soldiers, previously known as 
Khmer Rouge. “It appears the intruders 
were seeking food as they shot and stole 
the water buffalo and chickens,” Mrs. 
Stewart said. The homes were ransacked, 
she said, and 20 of the some 100 houses 
were destroyed by fire and others left almost 
bare.

The villagers had been harassed by the 
soldiers for a long time, reports noted. They 
share a canal between Thailand and Cam
bodia. The canal served as the village’s main 
water supply during the dry season. Several 
times, the soldiers plugged or dammed the 
water supply to prevent villagers from 
having water from it, Mrs. Stewart said.

The missionaries learned the villagers’ 
greatest physical needs were rice, dried fish, 
fish sauce and clothing. In their rush to 
leave, most had only the clothing they were 
wearing at the time of the attacks.

500 attend open house 
at Deer Lake Center

More than 500 people attended an open 
house June 19 at the Deer Lake Retirement 
Center in Nashville. The complex, located 
in the Bellevue community, will ultimately 
offer 140 personally-owned one or two bed
room units.

Deer Lake Retirement Center will be 
managed by the Tennessee Baptist Service 
Corporation.

Harpeth Heights Baptist Church provided 
refreshments for the June 19 visitors, who 
toured three furnished models which have 
been completed.

Residents at the retirement center will 
purchase their own units, with current 
prices ranging from $20,000 to $31,000.

The project is a coordinated effort of the 
Tennessee Baptist Service Corporation and 
Retirement Housing Services.

“Through this act of kindness the door 
is opened for friendship,” she said. 
“Through friendship, we hope to have an 
opportunity to offer them the Lord Jesus 
Christ.”

A government official was impressed that 
Baptists came offering help, Mrs. Stewart 
said. (BP)

On Matters of

Family Living
By Dr. B. David Edens

Director, Marriage and Family Program 
Stephens College—Columbia, Missouri 65201

Pre-marriage marriage?
Is experience the best teacher in marriage? 

Is “living together” a valid experiment to 
determine whether or not a couple is suited 
for marriage?

Apparently not, according to a sociologi
cal study conducted in part by a University 
of Utah doctoral candidate J. K. Martin. 
Martin, with help from three investigators 
from Indiana and Alabama, studied 51 
couples at a midwestern university. He 
discovered that there was little difference 
between the marital and cohabiting life
styles in levels of emotional support, mutual 
understanding and satisfaction even though 
married couples were scored slightly higher.

The data Martin uncovered served to 
reject the researchers’ original hypothesis 
that cohabiting couples would test higher. 
The researchers isolated the following fac
tors explaining why unmarried couples did 
not demonstrate greater satisfaction:

—lack of commitment to the relationship
—absence of parental, employer and com

munity sanction
—social isolation and alienation
—financial problems
—“hassles” of everyday life, such as mail 

delivery
—inflated expectations for the nonmarital 

union.
Eighty-one percent of the married individ

uals claimed a religious faith, while 80 
percent of the cohabiting men and 56 per
cent of the women reported having no 
religion.

The researchers indicated that the most 
salient difficulty for the cohabiting couple 
is the absence of positive sanction for the 
relationship. Peer acceptance may be high, 
but the bulk of important social forces are 
indifferent or hostile to their lifestyle.

Woodmont’s deacons urge 
morality at Vanderbilt

The deacons of Woodmont Church, Nash
ville, have written a letter to the chancellor 
of Vanderbilt University, Alexander Heard, 
expressing deep concern “about the drift of 
the moral climate” at the university.

The letter Was signed by Willard Sledge, 
chairman of deacons at the church.

Noting that Vanderbilt was once a strong 
moral force “for things that were right,” 
Sledge’s letter stated that “the years have 
brought about an erosion of these principles 
and position.”

The letter cited such examples as the 
university chaplain proclaiming the harm
lessness of smut and pornography; the uni
versity hosting a dance for homosexuals; 
and the university giving recognition and 
status of an organization of homosexuals.

“We wish to request that you, as chancel
lor of Vanderbilt University, along with the 
members of the Board of Trustees, give 
strong moral direction to your university,” 
the letter added. “We firmly believe that 
some immoral elements of our society have 
no place in, much less the endorsement of, 
a leading university.”

In conclusion, the deacon’s letter said, 
“The presence and influence of your uni
versity in this community has in the past 
been a positive moral force. In the light of 
recent trends, we of the general community 
have reason to question whether or not the 
university will remain as such or will be
come an unwholesome liability.”

Bill Sherman is pastor of Woodmont 
Church.
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EDITORIALS

What is the average’ for Tennessee?
Statistical information—compiled from 1976 church letters— 

about Tennessee Baptists is contained in the current issue of 
The Quarterly Review.

Although such figures are only one test of the health and 
concerns of our churches and their members, a look at these 
statistics do give us some indications of where our strengths 
and weaknesses are.

There are 2,758 churches related to the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention with a combined membership of 970,619. However, 
only 733,975 are considered by these churches to be resident 
members.

These churches had 537,124 enrolled in Sunday School; 
236,963 in Vacation Bible Schools; 156,684 in church training; 
75,208 in WMU organizations; 30,147 in Brotherhood organi
zations and 99,861 in church music programs. The total value 
of these churches’ property was estimated at $484,261,087. 
Total gifts were $108,601,494—with $8,914,949 (8.2 percent) 
going to missions through the Cooperative Program.

Those are big figures. Maybe we can see them in a better 
light if we break them down to averages.

The average Tennessee Southern Baptist church has 352 
members (Remember: 63.9 percent of our churches have less 
than 300 members). Of these, 266 are resident members.

Our average church had 195 enrolled in Sunday School with 
an average attendance of 113. There were 57 enrolled in church 
training with an average attendance of 33. Other enrollments in 
our average church were: 86 in VBS; 27 in WMU; 11 in 
Brotherhood; and 36 in church music.

During the past year the average church reported 10 
baptisms and 12 other additions. 

I

The property value of the average Tennessee church is about 
$175,000—on which it owes about $65,000. The total gifts for 
the past year were about $39,380—of which $3,232 was shared 
with the Cooperative Program mission support.

So much for our average Tennessee Southern Baptist church, 
but what about the “average church member?”

Using The Quarterly Review’s tables, we were able to 
determine these items about the average of our 970,619 church 
members. 

/
The average members gave $111.89 to his church in tithes, 

offerings, and special gifts. (This compares to $119.63 for the 
whole SBC).

Of that $111.89, his local church retained $102,71 for local 
needs and shared $9.18 through the Cooperative Program. Of 
that $9.18, two-thirds was retained in Tennessee, and $3.04 
(one-third) was shared with missions supported through the 
SBC Cooperative Program.

Our average church member also gave $2.67 to designated

SBC offerings and causes and $1.67 to Tennessee offerings and 
causes.

Did you wonder what happened to the $3.08 of the 
average church member’s offering that went through the SBC 
Cooperative Program?

Well, of that $3.04—3 cents went to convention operating 
expense; $1.48 to the Foreign Mission Board; 56 cents to the 
Home Mission Board; 69 cents to be divided by our six 
seminaries; 14 cents to the Radio and Television Commission; 
3 cents to the Brotherhood Commission; 2 cents each to the
Christian Life Commission and the Annuity Board; about 
Wz cents each to the Education Commission, Historical
Co mu ission, Stewardship Commission, and Baptist Joint Com
mittee on Public Affairs; and about 1 cent each to the American
Baptist Seminary and the Baptist Foundation.

So much for the average Tennessee church and its average 
member—but who is satisfied with being just average?

Liberal drift?
By W. A. CRISWELL, pastor 

First Baptist Church, Dallas, Tex.
Often I am asked about a supposed and so-called liberal drift to 

the left in our Southern Baptist Convention. Uncounted letters 
come to me concerning the subject, besides personal confrontations 
and telephone calls.

There is always a positive and assuring answer from my deepest 
conviction and from my observations that cover half a century.

If you had all 13 million members of the Southern Baptist 
' Convention in one review before you, you would find 12,990,000 

of them are as true to the Word of God, as committed to an 
evangelistic program, as desirous to open the services of the church 
for spiritual response as is the pastor and all of the people of First 
Baptist Church in Dallas. <

It is that little handful of termites who dig at the foundation of 
the historical conviction and doctrines and practices of our beloved 
denomination that give some of the impression that our whole 
group is turning half-infidel and half-liberal.

If it is possible for us to remember the truism that “it is unwise 
to burn down the barn to get rid of the rats,” we would know that 
we ought to stand behind our institutions, our agencies, and our 
boards and not funnel them to that infinitestimally small group 
that seeks to make us conform to the patterns of those who have 
emptied all the churches of Europe, who have almost destroyed the 
main line historical denominations of America, and who are 
incapable of carrying through a great evangelistic crusade. Herein 
lies the very life and breath and extension of our faith.

As we pray for the Southern Baptist Convention . . ., let us do 
so with the firm assurance that not only is the Holy Spirit bearing 
witness to the diety of Christ and to the infallibiluity of the Holy 
Scriptures, but that, also, the millions of our people stand shoulder 
to shoulder, committed to the same doctrinal faith.

Reprinted from church newsletter
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Cicero’s
comment

By the
“Cicero, we’ve got a new pastor at our 

church, and things are really taking off,” 
announced Land N. Fields, deacon at Happy 
Landings Baptist Church.

Cicero was pleased, noting that the 
church had had a hard time because of its 
location—right in the middle of the mu
nicipal airport.

“That’s right,” Fields said. “Every time 
the planes would buzz off, so would the 
members. But we’ve always had a pretty 
good ministry to the deaf.”

“Tell me about your new pastor,” Cicero 
inquired.

“Since we couldn’t out shout the airport, 
we decided to join it,” Land allowed. Our 
new pastor is A. V. After, a former airline 
pilot.”

“Has his former occupation made any 
changes in your church,” I asked.

“Quite a few,” Fields found. “He has 
installed seat belts in the pews. He flashes a 
‘Fasten Seatbelts’ sign when the service 
starts, and cautions us to ‘Remain in your 
seats until the benediction comes to a com
plete stop’.”

Fields added that Brother A. V. Atter 
just preaches the plane gospel, but he does 
let some of his old language and procedures 
slip in.

I asked for examples.
“You know how the stewardess always 

says, ‘In the event of an emergency, just 
reach up and pull down the oxygen mask 
and breath normally.’ Well, A. V. says, ‘In 
the event of an emergency, just reach up 
and pull down your faith and live nor
mally.’ ”

“He also says things like, ‘Life is like an 
airplane flight—they both go on for a long 
time, but they finally reach the terminal.’ ”

Fields also noted that their new pastor 
had made some changes in the Lord’s 
Supper observance. He had two steward
esses to push a cart down the church aisle, 
passing out the bread and grape juice to the 
worshippers.

“All in all, it has been good for the 
church,” Land N. Fields observed. “There’s 
just something exciting about a pastor who 
begins his sermon each Sunday, ‘This is 
your captain speaking. . .

Yettem to Sditot'. .
Letters on any religion-related subject are welcomed. Letters of over 300 words 
will not be used. Other letters may be shortened at the discretion of the editor. 
No unsigned letters will be printed, but writer’s name will be withheld for 
sufficient reason. Letters must contain complete address.

The Virgin Mary
Dear editor,

On the subject concerning the Virgin 
Mary, I wish to reply to your footnote 
(June 30).

You referred to Matthew 13:55. His ene
mies say, “Is not this the carpenter’s son?” 
That is not a positive statement. They say 
also “are not these his brothers James, 
Joses, Simon, and Judas?” They were his 
disciples and were called brothers because 
of their ministry with him, and because they 
were his cousins (Matthew 10:2-4).

They also say, “Is not his mother called 
Mary?” There were four Marys. The Virgin 
Mary; Mary, the mother of James the 
lesser, sister to the virgin; Mary Magdalene; 
and Mary, sister to Martha and Lazarus. 
The name is used many times in the New 
Testament.

The Christians were called “brother” or 
“brethren” 160 times.

The word “brother” was applied to 
Abraham’s clan, to Isaac’s household, to 
people of a nation, to family groups, etc.

Christ’s accusers lied twice. Joseph was 
not his father, neither were James, Joses, 
Simon, and Judas his brothers.

Mr. editor, you say you chose the Bible 
as your source of information—so do I.

A. B. Pierce
301 28th Ave., N.
Apt. 1407
Nashville, TN 37203

Training for pastors
Dear editor:

I made a great discovery.
A few weeks ago I received a brochure 

in the mail telling about the Belmont Sum
mer Preacher’s School at Belmont College, 
Nashville. Looking over the program I was 
interested in the Bible study on Exodus led 
by Page H. Kelley, professor of Old Testa
ment at Southern Baptist Theological Semi
nary. I was particularly interested in the 
session, “The Pastor Leading His Church 
to Become Effective,” led by Bruce Grubbs, 
a consultant for pastoral ministries, church 
administration department, Baptist Sunday 
School Board.

The school was super in every respect. 
The sessions for pastors and wives “Keeping 
Marriages Healthy” led by Robert Dale, 
and the sessions on “The Pastor’s Wife 
Continuing To Grow as a Person” led by 
Mrs. Marguerite Babb, and the worship 
sessions led by Robert Byrd, professor at 
Belmont College, were all exceptional.

The Tennessee Baptist Convention did the 

ministers a real service in providing two 
meals each day for the week, as well as 
Belmont College in providing lodging for 
the week. The week’s school only cost $7.50 
for the pastor alone and $10 for the pastor 
and his wife. We couldn’t have gone any 
place in the nation and had a better con
ference than this at this price. This school 
would have been a bargain even before 
today’s inflated prices. I feel that my church 
will benefit from the inspiration, renewal, 
and continued training I received from the 
conference.

While saying this, I want to say a word 
about the Pastor’s Retreat at Camp Carson 
and the training opportunities at the Church 
Program Training Center of the Sunday 
School Board. Both of these are great 
opportunities for fellowship, inspiration, and 
training. I have never understood why more 
of our pastors don’t take advantage of these 
great opportunities. The cost is minimal 
and benefits the church as well as his own 
personal growth.

I hope other pastors will discover these 
training opportunities.

Bob C. Hardison, pastor 
Calvary Baptist Church 
101 Bowling Ave. 
Nashville, TN 37205

More to SBC causes
Dear editor:

I have written to some of our leadership 
in the Tennessee Baptist Convention about 
increasing the percentage of mission gifts 
through the Cooperative Program that 
leaves our state. All the replies to my 
letters were pretty much a defense of the 
status quo. “Our state is doing as much or 
more than other states.” This is poor cri
teria for determining a standard of mission 
giving.

My position for increase is based upon 
the following thoughts:

(1) There is nothing sacred about 33 1/3 
percent that a state convention should year 
after year stay with that figure.

(2) Since Southern Baptists have gradually 
decreased our percentage to missions since 
1925, it is now time for our leadership to 
break the “pattern” and do something great 
and good that would challenge the “grass 
roots” in mission giving.

(3) A state convention (or church) that 
year after year stays with a plan where 
increase comes only from increased receipts 
is contributing to and cultivating a selfish, 
anti-missions attitude.

(Continued on page 12)
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Devotional

A normal childhood
By Herschel H. Hobbs

'Who Answers 
the Knock?

By Linda Bunch
“And the child grew, and waxed 

strong . . ., filled with wisdom: and the 
grace of God was upon him. . . . And 
Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and 
in favour with God and man."—Luke 
2:40, 52

After the death of Herod the Great in 4 
B.C., Joseph, Mary, and Jesus returned to 
Palestine and settled in Nazareth (Matt. 
2:23). Jesus was at least two years old at the 
time. Only Luke records a sketch of his 
childhood (2:40-52). Non-Biblical writings 
relate silly stories about this period: such as 
due to His divine power He was a problem 
child; one story relates how He became 
angry with his playmates and called a bear 
out of the woods to eat them; another as to 
how He made birds out of clay, threw them 
into the air, and they flew away. By 
comparison Luke’s sober account is both 
beautiful and remarkable.

With one verse he covers about ten years 
of Jesus’ childhood. “And the child grew, 
and waxed strong [‘in spirit’ not in best 
texts], filled with wisdom, and the grace of 
God was upon him” (v. 40).

Then Luke relates Jesus’ visit to Jerusalem 
when twelve years of age (w. 41-51). At 
that age a Jewish boy became a Bar Mitzva, 
son of the law. Thereafter, he was supposed 
to observe the Mosaic law as if he were an 
adult. It was thus that He attended the 
passover in Jerusalem.

Mary and Joseph on their return journey 
to Nazareth assumed that Jesus was in the 
caravan, perhaps playing and running with 
other children. But gathered together for the 
night they could not find Him. For He had 
remained in Jerusalem. Early the next 
morning they started back to Jerusalem, 
spent another day searching for Him, and 
on the third day found Him in the temple 
area. It was customary following the pass-

PLAN NOW’!! for . . .
Church Construction
CHRISTIAN BUILDERS, INC. Write for
P.O. Box 571, Brentwood, TN 37027 free
CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT Dr . iro
FINANCIAL CONSULTATION Brochure
SPECIALIZED ARCHITECTURAL

PLANNING Phone (615) 373-3084

FIBERGLASS
• STEEPLES
• WALL CROSSES
• STAINED FIBERGLASS WINDOWS 
• BAPTISTRIES
• BAPTISTRY 

HEATERS

Write for free 
color brochure.

A/C 214 657-6524 Box 931 Henderson, Texas 75652 

over for the priests to teach those who 
remained in the city. They found Jesus 
“sitting in the midst of the doctors [teach
ers], both hearing them, and asking them 
questions” (v. 46). The groups were amazed 
at Jesus’ understanding and answers to 
questions put to Him.

There is a note of rebuke in Mary’s 
words to Him (v. 48). Had He been dis
obedient? Knowing His sinless nature the 
answer must be “no.” Perhaps they had not 
told Him they were leaving. Or they had not 
told Him He could not remain in Jerusalem. 
Now as a “Son of the Law” He must be 
learning the deeper things of the law. His 
responsibility in such was to God.

Jesus replied, literally, “Why is it neces
sary that you were seeking Me? Did you 
not really know that in the things of My 
Father it is necessary Me to be?” (v. 49). 
“The things of My Father” could mean the 
Father’s house (temple) or His business. 
Probably the former is correct here. Had 
they come straight to the temple area they 
would have found Him without a search.

At the age of twelve Jesus shows His 
Messianic consciousness, His special relation 
to God as Father. When He arrived at this 
awareness is subject to speculation. It is my 
judgment that He had it as soon as He was 
able to reason about anything.

Note, however, that upon their return to 
Nazareth Jesus was “subject unto them”— 
Mary and Joseph His foster-father (see v. 
48b, 51). The verb for “subject” was used of 
troops lined up under their commanding 
officer. Though Jesus was God’s Son, still 
He respected and obeyed parental authority. 
To have acted otherwise would have violated 
the fifth Commandment.

“And Jesus increased in wisdom and 
stature, and in favor [grace] with God and 
man” (v. 52). With this verse Luke covers 
eighteen years of Jesus’ life—from twelve to 
thirty. “Increased” means to cut one’s way 
forward as through jungle growth. It con
notes hard toil. As Jesus grew He had to 
learn to talk and walk. He learned the 
Scriptures and other things through brain
sweat as does any child. Thus He completely 
identified with us, apart from sin.

As He grew in wisdom and size Jesus also 
grew in grace alongside (para) both God 
and man. And so should we.

615-383-3363
2825 West End Avenue, Nashville, Tenn. 37203

The sermon is completed, the invitation 
begins with the organ playing, while the 
choir softly sings, Christians are praying, 
and someone is walking down the aisle. 
Perhaps you know them and have been 
praying for them. Maybe you taught them 
in Sunday School, visited in their home, or 
sat next to them at a church social. God has 
answered your prayer. Your job is finished, 
or wait a minute, maybe it has just begun.

At the Sermon on the Mount Jesus told 
His disciples, “ask, and ye shall receive; 
seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall 
be opened unto you” (Matt. 7:7). This 
Scripture speaks to every person—rich or 
poor, young or old—claiming Christ as 
Lord. But what about that new Christian? 
Do they know how to ask, seek and knock?

God’s Word speaks to all of us in different 
ways and at different times. Bible study 
should play an active role in every Chris
tian’s life. But isn’t Sunday School enough? 
Is it necessary to attend Sunday evening ser
vices and again on Wednesday night? And 
what about visitation and singing in the 
choir?

God has a plan for every Christian, a 
plan that will help him to grow spiritually 
while serving his Lord. Churches plan pro
grams to fit each member’s needs. A young 
Christian or a new member looks to other 
members to see how they serve Christ in His 
church as the church serves them by meet
ing their needs. That junior boy may have 
forgotten when his RA class meets, but a 
postcard will remind him. The teen-age girl 
who accepted Christ on the youth retreat 
needs to hear about the youth hayride the 
day before instead of the day after. Why not 
see if her Sunday School teacher has her 
phone number? And that new family that 
joined the church and lives only two streets 
over from you, why not ask them to ride to 
the church picnic with your family. I be
lieve it is our place to see that each new 
church member receives and finds an open 
door everywhere he knocks.

Mrs. Bunch is a member of Green Hill Baptist 
Church, Mt. Juliet.

Madrid seminary graduates 12
MADRID, Spain—Twelve students were 

graduated from the Spanish Baptist Semi
nary here recently. The class included five 
couples, all of whom completed a three-year 
course of study, and two other persons who 
received diplomas after six years of part- 
time study.

Four have already accepted pastorates.
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Julpit <0 Jhin
By Jim Griffith

With many new ministers graduating from seminaries and now set free to com
mit their own ecclesiastical errors, here are words of advice:

Don’t forget to receive the offering before you preach. If you wait until after the 
sermon to take the collection, somebody might take something out of the plate.

Try never to look too prosperous. This is resented by some church members who 
have as their daily prayer: “Lord you keep him humble and we will keep him poor.”

Do not habitually scold your people from the pulpit. If you “whip” your folks twice 
every Sunday, then you had better convince them that you love them Monday through 
Saturday.

If, on a given Sunday, you have nothing to say when you get up to preach, don’t take a 
long time to say it.

Don’t take seriously the kind remarks people make about your sermon as they 
pass through the church door. They may only be grateful that they will get to the 
cafeteria before the Methodists.

HISTORICALLY
FROM THE FILES

50 YEARS AGO

Bible puzzle
Answers on page 14

ACROSS

1 2 3 4 5 6 • 7 8 9

10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19 - * .. ••

20 •• 21
J

22 23 * • 24

. -

25 26 27

28
.

29 30 31

32 33 34

35 36 37 •• ’• • • •

•J'9 .
38 39 40 41 42

43 44

•

45

46 47 48

49 * * 50 51

1 O.T. book: abbr.
4 Sacred song: abbr.
7 “— of the Father” 

(2 John)
10 Word before body 

or place
11 Sicilian sizzler
13 Place (Isa. 43:3)
14 Used for postage: 

abbr.
15 “he — my soul” 

(Psa. 7)
16 Lascivious look
17 “for ye------- ” 

(Col. 3)
20 Tunes
21 Letter
22 Time periods
24 Pallid

25 “make ye this —” 
(Mark 5)

28 Iron, for one
29 “at Jerusalem at 

the —” (John 4)
31 Ship’s record
32 Body part
33 Printer’s measures
34 Afflictions
35 Diamond
36 Depots: abbr.
38 Death (1 Cor. 15:26;

3 words)
43 Sunny
44 Father of mighty 

men (1 Chron. 8:40)
45 Sense organ
46 Region
47 Coarse hominy
48 Bookkeeper’s abbrs.
49 Sea (Acts 7:36)

50 Precipitate: abbr.
51 Day of the week: 

abbr.

DOWN

1 Girl
2 — over, children’s 

game: var.
3 “Hear-----” 

(Psa. 143)
4 He was grieved 

(John 21:17)
5 Printer’s words
6 He found the mules 

(Gen. 36:24)
7 Samuel

(1 Chron. 26:28)
8 Ruth’s son 

(Ruth 4:17)
9 Wide’s opposite: 

abbr.
12 King (2 Cor. 11:32)
13 Wild plum
18 Force
19 Religious season
22 Female deer
23 Macaw
24 Existed
25 “least of-----” 

(Matt. 13)
26 Unit of money: abbr.
27 King (Josh. 9:10; 

poss.)
29 Sense
30 Village (Luke 24:13)
34 Hostel
35 He was removed

(1 Chron.8:7)
36 “I did — them”

(2 Sam. 22)
37 Try
38 Biblical weed
39 Sped
40 — in the face
41 City of Lycia 

(Acts 27:5)
42 The day last past: 

abbr.
43 Distant

CRYPTOVERSE
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Today’s Cryptoverse clue: X equals U

Center Point Church was organized 
at Center Point Schoolhouse, Robert
son County. It was the outgrowth of a 
10-day revival, first to be held in the 
community. Paul Baisch of Springfield 
and a student at Union University, did 
the preaching. Assisting him in orga
nizing the church were A. M. Nichol
son, pastor of Orlinda Church, and 
William Goodman, pastor of Cedar 
Hill Church. R. J. Ratcliffe, pastor of 
Barren Plains Church, was called as 
pastor with meetings to be held on 
the second Sunday afternoon of each 
month.

The American Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Nashville, held its first sum
mer school for Christian workers. 
W. T. Amiger was dean at ABTS.

£ 25 YEARS AGO <
The congregation of Riverside 

Church, Nashville, entered its new 
$100,000 auditorium. M. F. Pedigo 
was pastor.

Glenwood Church, Nashville, was 
organized with 45 charter members. 
Grady Randolph was elected interim 
pastor, and the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
T. B. Tichenor was chosen as the 
temporary meeting place.

10 YEARS AGO
Kendall Berry, of Blytheville, Ark., 

was named executive secretary- 
treasurer of the Southern Baptist 
Foundation, effective Aug. 1. He was 
to succeed J. W. Storer, who was 
retiring after lO1/^ years.

First Church, Humboldt, observed 
its 100th anniversary, which included 
a note-burning ceremony denoting 
liquidation of bonded indebtedness 
incurred in the erection of the edu
cation building in 1954. W. C. Gar
land was pastor.
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Cuba approves importing Bibles
NEW YORK—The Cuban government 

has granted the Protestant churches in that 
country permission to import 5,000 Bibles 
and New Testaments, according to a report 
issued by the United Bible Societies’ Amer
icas Regional Center in Mexico City.

The center states that it has received a 
letter from Raul Fernandez Ceballos, presi
dent of the Ecumenical Council of Cuba

Erwin church commissions three 
for foreign missions service

Erwin First Church held a special com
missioning service last month for three 
members of the church who are going to 
serve on foreign fields for the next two 
years.

Glen Byrd, Concord, and Becky Faulkner 
and Tommy Jackson, both of Erwin, were 
accepted by the Foreign Mission Board for 
overseas service under the journeyman pro
gram. At the present time they are in special 
training at Meredith College, Raleigh, N.C. 
They are scheduled to depart for their fields 
of service on Aug. 1.

Byrd will serve in Nairobi, Kenya; Faulk
ner in Ajloun, Jordan; and Jackson in 
Arusha, Tanzania, according to Erwin pas
tor Melvin G. Faulkner.

Worth tootling 
into...

The secret of serenity, says 
Gordon Powell, is a mental 
and spiritual attitude which 
accepts the past, others 
and ourselves. Here are 
constructive solutions to the 
problems of stress, anxiety 
and inferiority. $4.95

In this entertaining collec
tion, Kenneth Wilson, editor 
of Christian Herald, ex
plores our struggles with 
daily Christian living and 
penetrates the barriers of 
our occasionally stuffy 
lives! $4.95

Ideal for "sermon starters” and 
adult Sunday School classes!

Order from your 
Baptist Bookstore

Christian Herald Books

(formerly the Council of Protestant 
Churches), who wrote that the council is 
authorized to import 2,500 Bibles and 2,500 
New Testaments.

The Scriptures will be donated to the 
council by the United Bible Societies, the 
international fellowship of 59 Bible socie
ties who carry on Scripture translation, 
publication, and distribution in 150 coun
tries of the world. They will be shipped 
from Kingston, Jamaica, through the aus
pices of the Bible Society of the West 
Indies.

One hundred of the Bibles will be bound 
in fine leather for presentation to newly- 
graduated theology students.

SBC mission gifts 
increase over '76

NASHVILLE—Through nine months of 
the 1976-77 fiscal year, giving to the South
ern Baptist Convention national Coopera
tive Program unified budget is running 9.9 
percent ahead of the same point last year.

The undesignated Cooperative Program 
funds tally $38,594,179 through June 30, 
compared to $35,127,028 at the same 
point last year, while total gifts, includ
ing $40,132,459 in designated gifts, have 
reached the $78,726,637 mark. Total 
gifts, which exceed last year’s figure by 
$6,191,863, are 8.5 percent ahead.

Cooperative Program receipts have con
tinued on an upswing since they slipped to 
8.9 percent ahead of last year at the seven
month mark, after registering a 10 percent 
increase at the six-month point. After eight 
months, the undesignat^d receipts to fund 
the SBC’s worldwide missions program 
stood at 9.6 percent ahead of the same 
point last year.

In June, Southern Baptist state con
ventions forwarded $4,085,024 in Coop
erative Program receipts for use in world
wide causes—12.3 percent ahead of the 
$3,637,350 given in June of 1976.

Total receipts for June, including the 
undesignated Cooperative Program funds, 
and another $3,463,131 in designated re
ceipts, tallied $7,548,155—some 7.9 per
cent ahead of total contributions last June. 
(BP)

More letters
(Continued from page 9)

(4) Can a state convention that keeps the 
percentage the same year aftter year sin
cerely promote increased percentage in the 
local church? If “home needs” are to be 
a wall of protection to the convention, how 
much more may “home needs” become a 
wall of protection tp the local church? (Our 
parking lot is unpaved, our educational 
building is without air-conditioning, we 
need an additional staff member, and we 
have pressing debt payments).

(5) Is it not sad, indeed, for us to 
“preach” about “Bold Giving” and “Bold 
Mission Thrust” and keep on “practicing” 
the same old percentage?

I say, let Tennessee Baptists rise up 
and do something that will challenge our 
churches and other state conventions to do 
something extraordinary in an era when 
men are lost, lonely, and sick in ever in
creasing numbers.

Clay Frazier, pastor
Oak Grove Baptist Church 
Cypress St.
Mount Carmel, TN 37642

Your challenge is worthy of considera
tion and discussion—especially in view of 
expanding stewardship needs of Bold Mis
sion needs which were presented at the re
cent Southern Baptist Convention, (editor)

Youths arraigned

Maryville pastor's son 
dies of gunshot wounds

Two 17-year-old youths were arraigned 
July 5 at Blount County Sessions Juvenile 
Court, Maryville, in connection with the 
shooting death of Gary C. Self, son of 
pastor Fred C. Self, Maryville.

Self died as a result of gunshot wounds 
to the head on July 1. Following arraign
ment of the two youths, bond was placed at 
$25,000 on each. A hearing was scheduled 
for July 12. Information on that hearing 
was not available at press time.

Self, 22, was the son of the pastor of 
Salem Church in Maryville. He was an 
active church member and participated in 
various youth programs.

Funeral services were held at the Smith 
Funeral Home in Maryville with Glen 
Grubb and Fred Garner officiating. Grubb 
is pastor of Madison Avenue Church in 
Alcoa, and Garner is pastor of Friendsville 
First Church. Also assisting was Gary Al
bright, a friend of the younger Self. Burial 
was in Grandview Cemetery in Maryville.

Survivors, in addition to his parents, 
include a twin brother, Larry; another 
brother, Darrell, 19; a sister, Margaret 
Cooper, Maryville; and his maternal grand
parents, Mr. and Mrs. W. L. Rogers, Mary
ville.
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Printed below is the first-place speech given by Marie Hall at the 1977 Youth Speakers* 
Tournament, July 5, in Brentwood. Hall, representing Ardmore Church in Memphis, Shel
by Association, and the Southwestern Region, is representing her state during Church 
Training Week at Ridgecrest this week.

Are You There, God?
I was working with some underprivileged 

children once in a mission vacation Bible 
school, and we were talking about the 
omnipresence of God. When the impact of 
such an idea hit them, they began to ask, 
“Is God sitting beside me?”; “Is God beside 
that tree over there?”; “Is God beside me, 
too?” Suddenly, one little boy began to 
giggle; and, peeking inside his tennis shoe, 
said, “God, are you in there?”

God is everywhere. To the eye that is 
sensitive to His presence, He can be seen in 
a giant redwood reaching for the sky; in a 
field of daisies rippling in the breeze; in the 
clouds as they roll and glide around the 
earth, sculpting people and animals in the 
sky; and in the brilliance and majesty of a 
sunset on the ocean as the colors of orange, 
and rose, and purple shimmer across the 
surface of the water. His voice can be heard 
in the laughter of children as they run and 
play; in the music of instruments and voices 
as they swell, reaching toward heaven and 
sending chill bumps over your body; and in 
the wind as it whispers through the trees on 
a soft summer evening. His love and good
ness can be seen in the face of a mother 
caressing her newborn child; in the life of a 
person who has found a whole, new exist
ence with Christ in control; and in the 
peace of one who has walked from day to 
day with Jesus for many years. Yet, there 
are people who experience all of these 
things, and still turn their faces to heaven 
crying, “Where are you, God? Are you 
alive? I can’t see you or hear you; I can’t 
even feel your presence! Are you there, 
God?”

A sixteen-year-old sinks down behind the 
steering wheel of his car, and pulls out a 
bottle wrapped in a paper bag. He takes a 
big gulp from the bottle. The alcohol bums 
as it goes down, almost taking his breath 
away, until it finally hits bottom, causing his 
stomach to knot and churn. He smiles 
weakly, and passes the bottle on to the next 
boy in the car, pretending that he is having 
a “great time,” yet knowing all the while 
that in the morning his head will throb and 
his stomach will still be churning. He’s 
searching for something to make his life 
complete. He’s crying out, “Are you there, 
God?,” and looking for the answer in the 
bottom of a whiskey bottle.

A seventeen-year-old girl climbs silently 
out of the car, and walks toward the house. 
Her date doesn’t even say goodbye. A 
hamburger, a nothing movie, then a stop at 
the friendly neighborhood motel, all for the 
sake of popularity, because if she ever were 
to say “no,” she just might be left at home 
on a Friday night with no date and nowhere 

to go. But there’s a hole in her life that 
she’s trying to fill, and everything she’s do
ing just seems to corrode what’s left a little 
more. She’s crying out, “Are you there, 
God?,” and looking for the answer in false 
popularity.

A businessman works and scrapes all his 
life to save enough money to buy that 
special ski boat and camper. His wife works 
too, and together they finally build that 
dream house and fill it with new furniture. 
Every day is spent on getting more, getting 
more, until, finally the only thing they have 
time for is making more money. But, they 
are searching for something that will give 
life meaning and worth. They are crying 
out, “Are you there, God?,” and looking 
for the answer in a big bank account and 
all the things that it will buy.

Searching—they are all searching, like 
someone who is shut inside a pitch-dark 
room searches for the light switch so that 
he can have light to find the door to the 
outside. They are searching in the corners, 
under furniture, in musty closets, while all 
the time the light bulb, with the cord to pull 
to turn it on, hangs from the ceiling in the 
center of the room. All they have to do is 
reach out, grasp the cord, and pull on the 
light. Yet, how can they ever find the cord, 
when they don’t even know that it’s there?

The night before He was crucified, Jesus 
said to His disciples, “And I will pray the 
Father, and he will give you another Coun
selor, to be with you for ever, even the 
Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot 
receive, because it neither sees him nor 
knows him; you know him, for he dwells 
with you, and will be in you” (John 14; 
16-17, RSV).

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR 
Brings You News First

BIG BEAUTIFUL

ISLANDS
10 Days

Depart from Knoxville, Dec. 28, 1977

Round trip jet air transportation via regularly scheduled United Airlines flights 
with Royal Hawaiian Service

Contact: Rev. M. W. Bodlien, Route 2, Box 84, Lake City, TN 37769 
Phone: 615-426-2350

“(For the world) neither sees him nor 
knows him; . . .”—the cord, the Holy 
Spirit; the tug on the cord?—belief in Jesus 
as Savior and Lord: the light bulb?—God, 
the Father; the door?—God’s plan that 
would lead every Christian to a full life. 
But who brings all of this together with the 
person searching in the darkness? We do.

“You know him, for he dwells with you, 
and will be in you.” Because God is living 
within us, his people, our lives should reflect 
His love, His goodness, and His power in 
the way we talk, in the ways we react to 
different situations, and in the ways that we 
let Jesus lead us from day to day. It is our 
duty as Christians to let the searching 
people know where the cord is and how to 
find it. It is then left for them to decide if 
they will switch on the light or not. But if 
we really “walk and talk” our faith, then 
those searching people won’t have to stand 
there crying, “Are you there, God?” They 
will know where God is. They will see Him 
in us.

Church Buses for Sole
2 Good '67 Chev.z 54 passenger; 1 Good '67 
Ford, 60 passenger, 2 speed rear end; 2 '69 
Fords, new motors, new tires, 54 passenger. 
Ideal travel buses. Clarence Kirk, Route 2, Box 
112, Ethridge, TN 38456. Phone 615-762- 
2729.

THIRD ANNUAL REFORMATION 
HERITAGE TOUR

September 16 - October 1 
Switzerland, Germany,.Holland, England, 

Scotland
Guest Lecturer Dr. Douglas
Wayne Oldenburg, Minister of 

; ■ J. Covenant Presbyterian Church,
Charlotte, N. C.

? Visit: Calvin’s Church, Geneva;
< Martin Luther’s Monument,

Worms; Jerusalem Chamber, 
gM Westminster Abbey. London; St.

I Giles Church and John Knox
** House, Edinburgh, etc.

•Tour Organizer and Director: Rev. Harold J. Dudley, D.D., 
Tour Host and Director of 20 tours to the British Isles/ 
Ireland/Scotland/Europe/Middle East (Holy Land) 
Address Communications to Rev. J. Harold J. Dudley, D.D., 

2726 Anderson Drive, 
Raleigh, N. C. 27608 
Phone (919) 782-1171

Under the aegis of Wholesale Tours International, lncM 
387 Park Avenue South, New York N. Y. 10016.

KAUAI 
OAHU 

HAWAII 
MAUI

$797
includes 

taxes
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UNIFORM SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, June 17

Fulfillment of promise delayed
By Don H. Olive

Coordinator of the Philosophy Department 
Carson-Newman College, Jefferson City, Tennessee 37760

TEXT: Numbers 13:30-14:10

The story of Israel’s failure to claim the 
promises inherent in the covenant relation
ship is an old one. However old, though, it 
is ever the story of faithless men. The cove
nant adventure, as Israel perceived, is not an 
easy one. It wears on even the most faithful. 
Often men break down. It happened to 
Israel, when poised on the border of the 
Promised Land. Israel’s actions there are 
not surprising, for we see all too well a 
foreshadowing of our own actions. The 
adventure of the new covenant is many 
times frightening and always dangerous.

When Israel could have claimed the 
Promised Land, a land flowing with milk 
and honey, a land abundant in fields and 
vineyards, she hesitated. Standing on the 
brink of something great, she drew back. 
Touched by the breath of something new 
and exciting, Israel wasn’t nearly so sure, as 
she had been a few months before standing 
on the mountain of God.

This step, whether the step into the

To change or correct 
your address

Attach label from your latest copy 
here and show new address below— 
include zip code. When changing ad
dress please give two weeks notice. 
Please write, do not call address 
changes to insure accuracy.

All correspondence relating 
to your subscription
should be accompanied by your address 
label. If you are receiving duplicate 
copies please send both labels.
Address all requests to:

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR
Post Office Box 347

Brentwood, Tennessee 37027

Name .......................................................
please print

Address ...................................................

City ..........................................................

State.......................Zip Code.................

Promised Land of Moses’ time or the step 
into conformity to the image of Christ in 
our’s, often makes our brave talk of the 
adventure of faith hollow and thin. It’s easy 
to say, “Here am I, Lord.” It’s a different 
matter entirely when it becomes, “There I 
will go, Lord!” What a difference between 
“here” and “there.” We balk at that differ
ence, and often for the same reasons as 
Israel.

Fear
Israel’s refusal to be “there” came out of 

fear. The evil report of the ten spies came 
out of timid souls. For such men, the land 
was populated with giants. Even the good 
land was seen as “a land that devours its 
inhabitants.” They were saying in effect, 
“We can’t take the land; and, even if we 
could, we wouldn’t want it.” The adventure 
of covenant living was too much for them. 
They were scared of living with God. They 
wanted no outward journey. They preferred 
to hover over shallow surfaces.

How pleasant it would be if we could 
point back and say they were alone in their 
fears, that they had no kinsmen. But we 
know it’s not so. We, too, are afraid of 
living with the presence of God, afraid of 
where it will take us and what it will require 
of us. It is a fear that clouds our vision, too. 
The obstacles appear like giants and the 
destination of God as a treat. It is a fear 
that we too shall be devoured by the land 
where God would direct us. It is a fear, 
supremely sane, but unchristian: “I might 
die to myself and lose myself.” Such fear 
paralyzes the people upon the border of 
God’s “there.”

Self-Depreciation
Isarel sought to justify the refusal of the

Promised Land by depreciating herself. 
Again and again the spies claimed that Israel 
“was not able to go up,” for the inhabitants 
of the land were stronger than they. The 
giants of great stature were said to look on 
the Israelites as grasshoppers. But worst of 
all, they seemed to themselves like grass
hoppers.

In this self-depreciation the Israelites ob
viously discounted God’s delight in them as 
His people. They believed their own propa
ganda. They were worthless slaves whom no 
self-respecting God would deliver and pro
tect. In depreciating themselves they depre
ciated the grace of God. Certainly, they 
had not been worthy of deliverance; but, 
just as certainly, God found them worth 
delivering. So, it is today. The one who 
continually depreciates himself belittles 
God’s magnificent act of covenant.

Israel also obviously discounted God’s 
promise upon their behalf. Joshua and Caleb 
argued, “The Lord is with us.” But the 
Israelites were so preoccupied with them
selves that they could not hear. Pride and 
self-depreciation are not opposites. They are 
both functions of self-preoccupation and 
ultimately self-worship. Covenant demanded 
more. Israel failed. Often, so do we.

Desire for Past Security
Some, rebellions are for the purpose of 

establishing a new order; some for the 
purpose of preserving the old. Israel’s re
jection of the Promised Land, her rejection 
of the covenant adventure with God, was of 
the latter sort. When Joshua and Caleb 
offered the promised new order, “all the 
congregation said to stone them with 
stones.” “Would that we had died in the 
land of Egypt.” “Let us choose a captain, 
and go back to Egypt.” Over and over they 
affirmed how much better to be slaves than 
explorers of God’s new land.

Israel was a sad spectacle, as she vainly 
tried to reach back and clutch the past. The 
past is always too much with us anyway. 
It too readily shapes us and makes us too 
much like we were. But how sad for Israel 
and us when we desire such bonds. This 
desire holds us transfixed and immobile 
before the promise of God. God offers 
something better than the enslaving security 
of the past. He offers an adventure with 
him, a claiming of promises, and a changing 
every whit as complete as the full provision 
in Christ.

All need security. Adventure itself is 
rather empty, unless grounded in some 
security. Nevertheless, some decision must 
be made concerning the basic quality of 
living, some decision must be made con
cerning how one is going to live. After all, 
in covenant God opens the future as an 
estate to be claimed. The past is the time 
of slaves; the future the time of sons and 
daughters of the covenant.
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, July 17

A new morality
By Dr. Earl C. Davis, Pastor 

First Baptist Church, Memphis, Tennessee

Basic Passages: Romans 13:8-10; Galatians 5:13-26
Focal Passages: Romans 13:8-10; Galatians 5:13-26

This lesson title could easily be confused 
with “The New Morality,” a term being 
thrown around rather loosely in recent years 
with reference to “situation ethics.” “The 
new morality” has a tendency to elevate 
love—defined by each individual as he 
wishes—above any other consideration of 
law or duty. Our text for this lesson does 
not elevate unexamined love in such a 
fashion. Christian morality is based on love; 
however, it is a Christ-reflecting love whose 
source is God. This lesson seeks to examine 
the place of such love in our lives, and its 
effect on our morality.

The Debt of Love (Romans 13:8-10)
Christian morality is “therefore” morality, 

based on our covenant responsibility to 
respond to God’s love and grace. “I beseech 
you therefore, ... by the mercies of God” 
(Romans 12:1). Our text background affirms 
that there are certain areas in which Chris
tians are not to be debtors, but our moral 
stance of love is not one of them. We bear 
witness, by our loving even the unlovely, 
that God is love, and that He first loved us 
and implanted both the desire and possibility 
within us to share His love.

A heavy emphasis is seen in this passage 
on loving others. The term “neighbor” is 
used several times, and one remembers the 
role-playing in the WIN School seminars: 
“How would you, as a Christian, go about 
loving the Philippian jailer . . .” The kind of 
love enjoined in this lesson is the God-kind 
of love; a love that seeks the spiritual well
being of my neighbor, regardless of who he 
is, or the color of his skin.

Living out this kind of love discharges 
daily the cherished debt of love, and at the 
same time fulfills the Law. For it is the 
positive expression of the intent of the Law 
expressed negatively in the prohibitions of 
the Ten Commandments. Note that we are 
not told that our love for the neighbor 
replaces or negates the Law; rather it ful
fills the Law.

The Liberty of Love (Galatians 5:13-15)
In Paul’s day, most of the new Christians 

were of Gentile background. Many of these 
people resented the efforts of the Judaizers 
to fasten the chains of legalism and ritual 
on the young church. Unwisely, some 
Gentile Christians had become almost anti- 
nomians, and others apparently were flaunt
ing their spiritual freedom and insulting the 
more tradition-bound brethren.

Saint Augustine expressed concisely the 
principle of liberty, “Love Christ and do as 

you please.” The controlling factor is that 
the sincere Christian will not “please to do” 
things which offend the brother. Make no 
mistake about it, the Christian is called to 
freedom and liberty, but equally important 
is the realization that only the truly free 
man can choose to curtail his individual 
freedom for a higher good.

Perhaps the twin concepts of brother and 
serve need to be recognized. The Christian 
is to consider as his neighbor the man in 
need, whoever he is. The New Testament 
gives an even stronger emphasis to love for 
the brethren. It is logical that if Christians 
do not love each other, it is doubtful they 
either can or will love the unlovely world. 
The Church Covenant, so prominent in 
many churches, includes in its phrasing an 
illustration of the tragedy of a church with
out inner love to each other. The Covenant 
speaks of “tattling, backbiting, and excessive 
anger.” These lead to self-destruction.

To serve one another in the context of the 
church means to cease guarding our own 
privileges and rights jealously, and to openly 
put the edification and upbuilding of the 
Body of Christ first. Our acknowledged 
spiritual leaders in the church are called 
ministers and deacons—servant terminology. 
It was in love that Jesus took up the towel 
and basin and washed His disciples’ feet.

The Behavior of Love (Galatians 5:16-21)
The “expulsive power of a new affection” 

is clearly seen in the life-style of the Chris
tian who walks in the Spirit. What is meant 
by “walk in the Spirit” (verse 16)? Surely

Groups Reserve Now for 
The GREAT PASSION PLAY

America’s No. 1 Drama!
Tickets, lodging, recreation and meals 

only $12 a person at
Keller’s Country Donn Resort

Route 1, Eureka Springs, Ark. 72632
Phone 501-253-8418 

* STAINED FIBEBCLAU WINDOWS
* W MiGNETIC TAPE 

CARILLON STSTEUS
* WALL CROSSES

GlasstecfP
write for 
NEW FREE 12 
FACE COtOR 
BROCHURE 
404<Hl'99S0

CHURCH STEEPLES 
"FIBERGLASS WITH STEEL STRUCTURES* 

* 15 YEARS MFC. EXPERIENCE- 100’S OF MODELS 
* COMPLETE ERECTIONS BI GUSSTECR 
♦ io year wMiuin -m-pucr

baptismal POOLS
P.O. Box 135

32
MODELS

Roswell, Ga.,30075

not a mandatory manifestation of the char
acteristics of the current “charismatic” 
movement. Rather, to talk in the Spirit may 
best be described as the lifestyle of one 
whose character is shaped by the qualities 
of the Beatitudes. They walk in the Spirit 
whose commitment to the Lordship of Jesus 
includes His daily companionship. Those 
whose lives are led by the Spirit produce 
quiet, deep, inner reflections of Christ’s 
loving character and acts: love, joy, peace, 
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
meekness and temperance (verses 22 and 
23).

This fruit of the Spirit, these telltale signs 
of the presence of the invisible Jesus, are 
in stark contrast to the rotten fruit of the 
flesh (see verses 19-21). The behavior of 
love is the opposite of the misbehavior of 
the flesh. The term “flesh” in this passage 
denotes a life lived solely in the strength of 
man, with no goals beyond the lures of the 
world, and the lusts of the body as the 
ultimate master. Paul lists four categories of 
these works of the flesh: acts referring 
to sexual sins, practices characteristic of 
heathen religion, sins of self-assertion and 
strife, and sins of intemperance.

These have no part nor place in the life 
of one who realizes his debt of love to and 
from God. The believer’s life is character
ized by responsible relationships based on 
Christlike love.
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John. Hurt, dean of Baptist editors, retires
By Jennifer Bryon

After 30 years of attending Southern 
Baptist Conventions and upsetting Baptist 
applecarts, John J. Hurt reflected on his last 
SBC here as a Baptist state paper editor: 
“Things were different when I came on the 
scene,” said Hurt, 68, who retires as editor 
of the Baptist Standard, Dallas, on July 15. 
“We’ve changed and, for the most part, it’s 
for the better.”

“When I came on the scene,” the “dean” 
of Baptist state paper editors recalled, “a 
half dozen men largely charted the course 
for the SBC and its Executive Committee. 
If they agreed on something it would go 
through.”

But a few areas haven’t changed, Hurt 
noted. For example, he is tired of every 
speaker calling the convention “great.” 
There have been no new jokes and few new 
illustrations, he added.

One of the great moments Hurt has seen 
at SBC meetings was in 1954 when J. B. 
Weatherspoon, then chairman of the SBC’s 
Christian Life Commission, brought a report 
to the convention to endorse the Supreme 
Court ruling on civil rights. The report 
stated that the New Testament demanded 
that much and more. After debate, the SBC 
passed the report.

“That may seem like a small thing, but 
you never move a democracy with great 
strides,” Hurt pointed out. “You must keep 
the tension on over a period of years. We 
get there more slowly but more effectively.”

The convention now has a much larger 
body, which is better educated, better in
formed, and is a body which has ideas, Hurt 
said.

The SBC’s size is one of its greatest 
problems, believes Hurt. Only seven or eight 
thousand people attended the convention 
when Hurt became editor of The Christian 
Index, Atlanta, in 1947. He feels such 
large groups as the ones now respond more 
to emotion than to logic.

“Our committees have gotten so large 
that they are a congregation instead of a 
deliberative body trying to make decisions,” 
he said.

The SBC has always been preacher- 
oriented and will be, he believes, as long as 
it opens on Tuesday and closes on Thurs
day. “My editorial of convention week said
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30 years as Baptist editor
it was a convention of preachers and de
nominational staff, not the people. I’d like 
to see the convention sessions extend over 
the weekend so more laymen and women 
could attend.”

“Most of the SBC presidents have not 
dealt with anything he has had to get after 
them about,” Hurt said.

“Each president has filled the role in his 
own way. Sullivan was one of our best 
leaders. By his background and experience 
he was an able spokesman in the year when 
Baptists have been attracting national at
tention.”

One of Hurt’s most memorable conven
tions was the time the, president, R. G. Lee, 
had to leave the president’s chair to make 
an appeal to the convention to keep from 
splitting over a motion that had been pre
sented to the body.

“That’s the only time I recall such a 
thing having to be done, but Lee put his 
reputation on the line and appealed to the 
convention for peace. The motion was de
feated,” recalled Hurt.

Hurt said the SBC has had some “duds” 
for presidents, but because of the conven
tion’s democracy, it has survived. “However, 
the overall level of our presidents has been 
exceptionally high.”

It’s time that a democracy the size of the 
SBC recognize that most presidents it elects 
are more than “merely available.”

“There is nothing wrong with a man 
wanting an office of influence if his motives 
are for Christian leadership,” said Hurt. 
“I’m skeptical of these nominating speeches 
which insist God has inspired the nomina
tion.”

Three decades of conventions have taught 
Hurt that anything can happen at an SBC 
business session.

for

“I’ve been at every convention for 30 
years but not at all the sessions,” he con
fessed. “But I’m always at the business 
sessions. A good journalist does not miss 
those.”

He feels the SBC is primarily a time for 
fellowship and inspiration.

“We fight our battles, forget them, and 
go home with a greater deterir 
missions.”

Missions is what comes to 
Hurt’s mind when he thinks of 
Southern Baptists and the word 
frequently appears in his con
versations about them.

“It started with Missions Ad
vance under Theron Rankin, 
former executive secretary of 
the Foreign Mission Board,” 
said Hurt. “Now we have it 
through Bold Mission Thrust.”

Hurt attributes his love for 
missions to a personal relation
ship with Rankin and to having 
traveled in many of the coun
tries where missionaries are lo
cated. He has great respect for 
Southern Baptist missionaries.

“It’s much deeper than that,” 
says Jack Harwell, editor of 
The Christian Index, who 
served as associate editor under 
Hurt. “He has a soft spot for 
missions. It’s his concept of the 
gospel. He believes the call to 
be a Christian is a call to world 
missions. Hurt believes foreign 
missions holds Baptists to
gether.”

“Southern Baptists have neve 
luctant to make decisions and get involved 
if they are informed,” said Hurt. “We must 
get them mobilized for Bold Missions.”

He has taken upon himself to keep 
Southern Baptists informed over the years. 
He has prodded agencies and boards and 
attacked issues to get the facts for the 
people. Because of this, Hurt has been 
labeled crusty, stubborn, and outspoken. He 
agrees.

He doesn’t think an editor has any busi
ness being popular. And it really doesn’t 
bother him that he has the reputation for 
being crusty. “I don’t care. An editor gets 
called crusty by writing the facts and saying 
what needs to be said. The ‘hierarchy’ 
doesn’t like it, but the people do.”

Hurt began his career in journalism in 
1931 as a reporter and later news editor of 
the Jackson (Tenn.) Sun. He later became 
an Associated Press writer in Nashville and 
was chief of AP bureaus in Chattanooga 
and Memphis, before becoming editor of 
The Christian Index.

He is a graduate of Union University, 
Jackson. (BP)
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