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Record registration, recorded 
at annual WMU House Party

The Woman’s Missionary Union of Ten
nessee held its annual WMU House Party
at Belmont College, Aug. 19-21.

Registration for the three-day event 
reached about 800, which is the largest in 
history.

“A Story to Tell” was the theme of the 
House Party, which was presided over by 
Mrs. Claude Jennings of Lebanon, state 
WMU president. Major speakers were Bill 
Wakefield, area secretary for southeast Asia 
for the SBC Foreign Mission Board; Mrs.

ft -Creasman of Nashville, former na- 
^t^n^ WMU worker; Mrs. Bill Hamrick of 
Herfiaitage, who served with her husband in 
Wyq^pjhg; Kay Rodgers, former missionary 
journeyman in Taiwan; and Mrs. J. O. Wil- 

pi&ns of Nashville.
” I<%8dition to the general sessions, there 

W^r^cgnferences on Saturday for workers 
with th# various age groups in WMU or-

^Vak^ield was the closing speaker at three 
of the four general sessions. At the opening 
night session, he used the subject, “Being 
What God Wants Us To Be.”

SPEAKER—Bill Wakefield, FMB area sec
retary for southeast Asia, speaks to the 
WMU House Party as state WMU president, 
Mrs. Claude Jennings, watches.

DEVOTIONALS—Mrs. C. D. Creasman, 
retired WMU leader, led the devotional 
periods at all four sessions of the recent 
WMU House Party.

The FMB leader urged Baptists to resist 
being slaves to gods that are not God, 
noting several priorities of life which inter
fere with our allegiance to the cause of 
Christ.

Wakefield’s second message asked the 
House Party attenders to “See What God 
Wants Us To See.” He noted that the 
world’s population has passed 4 billion, with 
only about 1.3 billion claiming any form of 
Christianity. He noted that the Missionary 
Research Center estimates that 2 billion 
people in the world have never heard who 
Jesus is.

“It will take more than a radio broad
cast or a scattering of leaflets to confront 
one-half of the world with the gospel of 
Jesus Christ.”

Wakefield asked, “Are you moved with 
the compassion of Christ or is all this a 
bother to you?”

The closing message by the veteran mis
sionary called for a commitment by those 
attending to tell a lost world about Jesus 
Christ.

Mrs. C. D. Creasman brought the open-
(Continued ofi page 9)

Seminary extension sets 
registration at Union

Registration for the fall semester of 
the Union University Seminary Extension 
Center will be held at 7 p.m., Sept. 12.

Teaching Monday night classes in New 
Testament survey will be Bob Agee, dean of 
religious affairs for the Baptist college while 
Harold Bass, head librarian, will teach the 
Tuesday night class in educational adminis
tration. John Adams, pastor of McKenzie 
First Church, will be the instructor of the 
Thursday night class in evangelism.

The three classes will meet from 7-9 p.m. 
for 12 weeks, Agee said. Cost of the courses 
will continue to be $35 per course plus 
textbooks.

The three-year diploma program is being 
offered in evenings in cooperation with 
Union’s night classes and regular college 
entrance requirements are being waived. 
Under the supervision of the Union Office 
of Religious Affairs, curriculum recom
mended by the Seminary Extension Depart
ment of the Southern Baptist Convention is 
serving as curriculum for the center, Agee 
added.

Arthur Rutledge returns home 
after three heart attacks

ATLANTA—Arthur B. Rutledge, retired 
executive director-treasurer of the Southern 
Baptist Home Mission Board, has returned 
home following hospitalization for three 
heart attacks in July. Doctors said Rutledge 
has made encouraging progress and that 
after several weeks’ rest will probably be 
able to resume a regular schedule.

Since his retirement on Jan. 1, 1977, 
Rutledge has lived near Cumming, Ga., and 
has been writing and teaching.

Mrs. Rutledge, who has been ill for some 
time, was hospitalized for one week longer 
than her husband, but was also able to 
return home. (BP)

Mary Thomason Services Held
Services for Mary Thomason, wife of 

W. O. Thomason, former executive vice- 
president of the Baptist Sunday School 
Board, Nashville, were held Aug. 24 at 
First Church, Nashville. Morton Rose, a 
Baptist Sunday School Board employee; 
John Jeffers, Auburn, Ala.; and Franklin 
Paschall, First Church pastor, officiated.

Mrs. Thomason died Aug. 22 in Baptist 
Hospital of multiple sclerosis.

In addition to her husband, she is sur
vived by a daughter, Linda Thomason 
Brown, Washington, D.C.; and a brother, 
William J. Roberts, Los Angeles, Calif.



'The Mission of Your Church' announced 
as theme of SBTS October conference

LOUISVILLE—“The Mission of Your 
Church” is the theme of the next Con
tinuing Theological Education Conference 
at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
here, set for Oct. 17-21.

Pastors, church staff members, and de
nominational staff members will come to 
the campus for the week-long session which 
will feature lectures, dialogue sessions, times 
for study, and fellowship.

In sessions on “Foundations for Our Ven
ture,” E. Glenn Hinson, professor of church 
history, will review the historical develop
ment of the missionary church.

Hugo Culpepper, professor of Christian 
missions and world religions, will lead a 
session entitled “Dimensions of Confronta
tion.” He will assess the current import of 
other religions upon the Christian move
ment.

“Procedures for Redemption” is the title 
of sessions to be led by Larry McSwain, 
associate professor of church and com
munity. McSwain will deal with practical 
methods for implementing the mission of 
the local church, with attention given to the 
missions program of the Southern Baptist 
Convention.

Other conferences scheduled for coming

D. D. Smothers dies
Funeral services were held for Dewitt D. 

Smothers, former Tennessee pastor and 
denominational servant, at First Church, 
Lake Charles, La., Aug. 21, prior to return
ing the body to Rutherford, Tenn., for 
services and burial on Aug. 23. Thomas 
Pope, pastor of Calvary Church, Browns
ville, and Teddy Evans, Covington, officiated 
at Rutherford. Burial was in Rutherford 
Cemetery.

A native of Buena Vista, Tenn., Smothers 
had served as pastor of the Beech Grove and 
First churches at Dyer; China Grove and 
Northern Chapel at Rutherford; Bethpage 
in Kenton; First, Bartlett; First, Trezevant; 
West Helena in Arkansas; and First, Fayette
ville, Term. He left Fayetteville after a 
14-year pastorate to become associate pastor 
of First Church, Lake Charles, La.

Smothers died Aug. 19 after a brief 
illness in Lake Charles following a heart 
attack.

While in Tennessee, he served as a mem
ber of the Executive Board of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention; and a member of the 
Board of Trustees of Belmont College.

Survivors include his widow, Lillian Helen 
Flowers Smothers, Lake Charles; a son, 
Thomas, Jackson, Tenn.; a daughter, Mary 
Helen King, Lake Charles; two brothers, 
Jesse Hubert, Alexandria, Tenn.; and James 
Otis, Rutherford; two sisters, Eva Castleman, 
Dyer; and Estell Taylor, Metropolis, Ill.

months include: “Healing the Hurts of 
Humanity” (Dec. 5-9), “Meaning in the 
Pulpit” (Feb. 27-March 3), and “Why 
Some Churches Are Growing” (May 1-5).

ACTION campaigns 
bring early gains

NASHVILLE — Significant statistical 
gains in several categories have resulted in 
churches using the Southern Baptist Con
vention Sunday School Board’s ACTION 
program, according to reports received here.

ACTION—the Sunday School enrollment 
plan to enroll anyone, anywhere, anytime, 
as long as they consent to being enrolled— 
was used in 1,666 churches last year. During 
the first nine months of the 1976-77 church 
year, 2,729 churches conducted ACTION 
campaigns, an increase of 64 percent.

A survey of 402 churches conducting 
ACTION campaigns in the 1975-76 year 
revealed the gains in comparison to the 
overall statistics for churches in the SBC 
in the areas of Sunday School enrollment 
and attendance, resident and total church 
membership, Training Union enrollment, 
mission gifts, and total receipts.

Ernest R. Adams, supervisor of the AC
TION section, said that interest in ACTION 
is growing, presumably because “more and 
more churches are becoming convinced that 
ACTION is a viable way to reach people for 
Bible study.” He ^dded that the increase 
hopefully indicates an increased interest in 
outreach in Southern Baptist churches.

In Sunday School enrollment, the sur
veyed ACTION churches had a percentage 
increase six times greater than SBC churches 
in the 1975-76 year.

The 15.3 percent increase in Sunday 
School enrollment in ACTION churches 
also was an important contributor to the 
SBC’s largest Sunday School enrollment 
gain in 19 years, according to Adams.

Sunday School attendance in ACTION 
churches was three times as large as the 
increases posted by all SBC churches.

Adams said that many ACTION cam
paigns in churches were conducted late in 
the church year, so that the real effect of 
average attendance will not show up until 
next year’s annual church reports. (BP)
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Second Zambian crusade 
records 643 decisions

LUSAKA, Zambia—The second phase 
of the 1977 Zambia Baptist crusades has 
been completed with 643 decisions for 
Christ recorded, including more than 300 
professions of faith.

Sixty-three youth rallies were led by 75 
Zambian Baptist youth and 11 students 
from Baptist Student Union organizations 
in Texas, Arkansas, and Mississippi, ac
cording to Franklin A. Kilpatrick, South
ern Baptist missionary press representative. 
Fred M. Allen, a Southern Baptist mis
sionary assigned to music and youth work 
in Zambia, directed both teams.

The two groups combined to sing, give 
testimonies, preach sermons, and engage in 
personal witnessing in churches, schools, 
colleges and public places. They visited four 
different provinces during the month-long 
project and sang on radio and TV pro
grams, in addition to making cassette re
cordings for distribution to churches.

Sunday School leadership clinics were 
conducted during the first phase of the 1977 
emphasis, and the third phase will be re
vival meetings during September in all 80 
Zambian Baptist churches, with guest 
evangelists and musicians from the United 
States and other African countries taking 
part. (BP)

Mike Await to write 
fall quarter lessons

Mike Await of Belmont College, Nash
ville, has been named as Sunday School 
lesson writer for the Uniform Series in the
Baptist and Reflector. His first lesson for
the September - No
vember quarter ap
pears in this issue.

Await is associate 
professor of religion 
and philosophy at the 
Baptist college, where 
he has been on the 
faculty since 1970. 
Prior to coming to 
Nashville, he was 
chaplain at the Waco 
(Tex.) State Chil
dren’s Home. Mike Await

A native of Texas, Await is a graduate 
of Baylor University, Waco, and South- . 
western Baptist Theological Seminary, Fort 
Worth. He has done additional study at 
Baylor toward a doctor of philosophy de
gree.

The Await family includes his wife Kay 
and two children: Stacy 12 and Bradley 8.

The theme for the fall quarter Uniform 
Series is “The New Testament Speaks to 
Human Concerns.”
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10 potential advertisers 
drop 'Soap sponsorship

NASHVILLE—Ten of the 11 advertisers 
listed by Television Digest as the scheduled 
sponsors of ABC-TV’s “Soap” series have 
indicated that they will not sponsor the new 
show—at least temporarily, according to 
reports received by the Christian Life Com
mission of the Southern Baptist Convention.

The Christian Life Commission sent let
ters to each of the advertisers asking the 
companies to withdraw sponsorship if they 
actually planned to purchase commercial 
time during the show.

Two of the original sponsors said they 
have removed their names from the list of 
advertisers for the present, but that decision 
could change after further evaluation.

Officials from Warner-Lambert indicated 
that the company will delay a decision until 
November to allow for more time to “prop
erly evaluate” the program’s content, while 
American Home Products said it will evalu
ate “Soap” week by week.

The only corporation still listed as a 
sponsor for the first episode of “Soap” is 
Timex, which has promised to announce a 
decision soon on whether it intends to 
remain a sponsor, the Christian Life Com
mission, SBC social concerns agency, re
ported.

“Soap,” tabbed by ABC as an adult 
comedy series, deals with such sex-related 
themes as homosexuality, adultery, and 
tranvestism. It has ignited a fiery protest 
from a host of religious and community 
leaders across the nation.

Foy Valentine and Harry N. Hollis Jr. of 
the Christian Life Commission, denounced 
the show as “prime-time pollution” and a 
“30-minute dirty joke” after previewing the 
first two segments, and SBC President 
Jimmy Allen, who has also seen the intro
ductory episodes, said the show is “obviously 
designed by those who would pander to 
lower sexual appetites for profit.”

A “No Soap” coalition of 10 national 
religious and civic groups has also been 
formed in an attempt to pressure ABC into 
cancelling the show.

Companies listed in Television Digest 
which have chosen not to advertise on the 
show are Datsun, Keyser-Roth Hosiery, 
Lever Brothers, Miller Brewing, Pfizer, Rev
lon, and Volkswagen. And a spokesman 
from American Motors told the Christian 
Life Commission that his company is work
ing with an advertising agency to cancel its 
commercial participation in “Soap.”

Officials from several of the companies 
said that the decision to withdraw sponsor

ship was based on post-screening judgments 
that “Soap” did not fit the requirements of 
“good taste” included in the companies’ ad
vertising policies.

Officials of Revlon and Volkswagen said 
that Television Digest has erroneously listed 
them as sponsors. (BP)

Stewardship completes 
two printing projects

Two publication projects authorized by 
the Tennessee Baptist Convention’s Execu
tive Board have been completed, according 
to O. M. Dangeau, director of Cooperative 
Program and stewardship promotion.

One is a highway map of Tennessee 
which has pictures of various TBC institu
tions on the reverse side. The map was 
produced in cooperation with the state Bu
reau of Tourism and will be distributed at 
the welcome centers. The 200,000 printing 
will supplement those normally printed by 
the state.

The other project is a 58-page booklet, 
“Tennessee Baptist and the Great Commis
sion,” which outlines the total work of the 
TBC. The booklet has been mailed to pas
tors, WMU and Brotherhood directors, and 
associational directors of missions.

Additional copies of the map and booklet 
are available from Dangeau’s office.

GIFT TO MISSIONS—Members of Union Avenue Church, Memphis, celebrated the 
church’s 75th anniversary by giving $15,000 to the 1977 Annie Armstrong Home Mis
sion offering. It was the largest single gift ever given by a Baptist church in Tennessee to 
the HMB. Showing a replica of the check are James L. Sullivan, left, immediate past 
president of the Southern Baptist Convention and retired president of the Baptist Sunday 
School Board, and Lee Prince, pastor at Union Avenue. Sullivan was guest speaker for 
the anniversary celebration.

On Matters ot

Family Living
By Dr. B. David Edens

Director, Marriage and Family Program 
Stephens College—Columbia, Missouri 65201 

Kids follow parents’ pattern
The way parents treat their own parents 

establishes the pattern their own children 
will follow with them, says a Georgetown 
Family Center sociologist.

Couples who cut themselves off emotion
ally from their own parents, concentrating 
their emotional investment in their children, 
are creating a situation they may regret in 
later years, Kathleen Kerr is convinced. 
Meanwhile, kids and grandparents are the 
losers.

“If you want meaningful personal rela
tionships with your children and grand
children in your old age, bridge the emo
tional gaps with your own parents and 
grandparents today,” she advises in Human 
Behavior.

Former TBC employee joins 
office of communication

NASHVILLE—Mrs. Evelyn Fort, a na
tive of Murfreesboro and resident of Nash
ville, has begun work as information desk 
specialist in the Southern Baptist Sunday 
School Board’s office of communications.

Prior to her new position, Mrs. Fort was 
employed by the Southern Baptist Conven
tion’s Education Commission here. She 
served there both as a secretary and as of
fice assistant in teacher placement. She also 
has worked in the Tennessee Baptist Con
vention’s church training department.

Thursday, September 1, 1977 Page 3



Our People and Our Churches . . .
PEOPLE...

Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Cardwell, Elizabeth
ton First Church, celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary last month. William 
L. Swafford is their pastor.

Marbledale Church, Knoxville, licensed 
Danny Lynn Henderlight to the gospel 
ministry.

William I. Edwards was ordained as a 
deacon by Erin Church, Erin. Paul S. 
Moody is pastor.

J. L. Stafford, former pastor of South 
Harriman Church, Harriman, was honored 
by that church recently. A program, high
lighting the events of his minilstry, was 
presented. Bob Shipe is pastor.

Broadmoor Church, Memphis, ordained 
10 men to the diaconate and plan to ordain 
an 11th man at a later date. Those ordained 
were Norman Bitner, Ernest Boyd, Leonard 
Cheatham, Alton Ghrigsby, James Hath
cock, Bill Hilliard, Jim Holley, Joe Poston, 
O. W. Smith, and Ken Masterson. John 
Hollifield will be ordained in the future. 
Jack May is pastor.
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Tullahoma First Church ordained Carl 
Billingsley and Delbert Taylor as deacons. 
James Porch is pastor.

Westview Church, Holston Valley Asso
ciation ordained Charlie Freeman and Jerry 
Manis as deacons. Billy Davenport is pastor.

Douglas M. Farley was ordained as a 
deacon at Brown’s Church, East Tennessee 
Baptist Association. J. H. Stogner assisted 
in the service. Johnny Adkins is pastor.

George Edmiston was ordained as a 
deacon at Hickory Withe First Church. 
Chairman of deacons Ed Arnold led in the 
questioning. Raymond Hollaway, director 
of missions, Fayette Association, delivered 
the ordination sermon.

G. W. Splawn, former pastor of Concord 
Church, Chattanooga, and his wife, cele
brated their 50th wedding anniversary in 
North Augusta, S.C., recently. He also 
served as a pastor in North Carolina and in 
several other Tennessee churches.

Marbledale Church, Knoxville, ordained 
Jess Terry, Richard Dewine, Donnie Fawver, 
and Earl Burnette as deacons recently. Al 
Smith is pastor at Marbledale.

LEADERSHIP.
Jim Henry, pastor, Two Rivers Church, 

Nashville, resigned last week to accept 
the call as pastor of Orlando (Fla.) First 
Church. He will assume duties on his new 
field sometime this month. Henry has served 
the Two Rivers Church for 12 years during 
which time the membership has grown from 
150 to over 3,000 with gifts through the 
Cooperative Program reaching over $90,000.

Steve Stubblefield has accepted the call as 
director of youth and activities at Ruhama 
Church, Birmingham, Ala. He has served as 
minister of youth and education at Bemis 
Furst Church. Stubblefield is a graduate of 
Union College in Kentucky and Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary. Pat Rough is 
pastor at Bemis.

Alan McNeil, minister of music and as
sistant to the pastor at East Chattanooga 
Church, resigend his position to attend 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. He 
will be pursuing the master’s degree in the 
field of religious education. Walter Isley is 
pastor at the Chattanooga church.

Bob Dale, interim adult consultant at 
Dalewood Church, Nashville, concluded his 
service there to become professor of pastoral 
leadership and church ministries at South
eastern Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Wake Forest, N.C. Mike Dawson is pastor 
at Dalewood.

Bethel Crisp resigned as pastor at Provi
dence Church, Sevierville.

Jerry Tarwater resigned as pastor at 
Laurel Grove Church, Sevierville.

Max Beck resigned as director of youth 
activities at Martin First Church. He plans 
to return to Missouri where he will attend 
Southwest Baptist College. D. William Dod
son Jr. is pastor in Martin.

Joe Hunt is the new minister of youth 
and activities at Athens First Church. Ansell 
Baker is pastor.

Murfreesboro Third Church called David 
Hatmaker as minister of education. A resi
dent of Clinton, he is a graduate of Carson- 
Newman College and Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. Charles McKnight is 
pastor.

Robert Norton resigned as pastor of 
Enterprise Church, Nolachucky Association.

David Bridges is the new minister of 
music at Jefferson City First Church. Larry 
Taylor is pastor.

Bill Schrimsher is the new associate pas
tor at Summer Avenue Church, Shelby 
County Association.

Halls First Church called Gary Schaefer 
as minister of music and activities. A recent 
graduate of Southwestern Baptist Theologi
cal Seminary, his home is Mobile, Ala. Ivy 
Ingalls is pastor.

Clarence Cooper resigned as pastor of 
Mary’s Chapel Church, Dyer Association, 
to move to Mississippi. Robert H. Dills is 
interim pastor.

Larry Lynn resigned as pastor of Mt.
Vernon Church, Dyer Association.

Somerville Church called Jonas L. Stewart 
as interim pastor. A former pastor of that - 
church, he is presently executive secretary
treasurer of the Tennessee Baptist Founda
tion.
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Maddox begins as Carson-Newman president
“My initial impression of Carson-Newman 

College is one of a slumbering giant/’ related 
C-N’s new 20th president, Cordell Maddox. 
“I am impressed by the great potential of 
this school.”

Maddox came to C-N in August from 
Anderson College (S.C.) where he was 
president. “I was happy at Anderson,” he 
said. “Everything was going well. It was a 
tough decision to leave, but I had accom
plished some of my goals. It would have 
been nice to stay at Anderson another year 
to see the completion of the new gymnasi
um, but the opportunity at Carson-Newman 
could not wait. I have heard of Carson- 
Newman all of my life, and I saw in this 
move both opportunity and challenge. After 
much prayer and some searching I became 
convinced Carson-Newman is where God 
wanted me to be.”

Married to the former Brona Moorefield, 
a native of Rural Hall, N.C., the Maddoxes 
are the parents of four children. The oldest 
son, Cordell Jr., (19) will be a sophomore 
at Furman University this fall; Michael (17) 
will be a senior at Jefferson County High 
School; next is Brian (11); and a daughter 
Gayle (8).

Acknowledging the importance of family 
life, Maddox readily points out that it is 
difficult to have adequate time with his 
family and yet meet all the schedules de
manded of a college president. He admits it 
is important to spend time with one’s family 
especially the younger members. “I try to 
keep some time free to be with my family 
to do the things they are interested in 
doing,” he said. “Right now my weekends 
are filled through November,” Maddox said.

The youthful 45-year-old Maddox is in
terested in athletics. “With three sons I’ve 
been involved in tennis, little league baseball, 
and football. I enjoy athletics both as a 
participant and spectator.” As a student of 
Furman University, Maddox was voted the 
most valuable player on the football team 
and was the state collegiate tennis champion.

“I have always been interested in athlet
ics,” commented the LaGrange, Ga., native. 
“Athletics must assist in accomplishing the 
over all mission of the college, and if it 
doesn’t, it has no place on campus. Athletics 
are important since they create espirit de 
corps on campus, in the community, and 
have entertainment value. In addition, this 
is an excellent way to bring alumni and 
friends to the campus. Through athletics 
the participants learn the value of working 
together, to develop themselves and they 
gain an appreciation for competition. After 
alb this is a competitive world.”

Some of the immediate problems facing 
Carson-Newman according to Maddox are 
finances and enrollment. “We have some 
financial problems, but we can and will 
solve them. Recruitment must become more 
aggressive and innovative since enrollment

FIRST FAMILY—When classes begin today at Carson-Newman College, the institution
will have a new first family. From left are Mrs. Brona Maddox, Brian (seated in front), 
Cordell Jr., Gayle, Michael, and Cordell Maddox, the 20th president of the Baptist col
lege.

has affected our financial status. Also con
tributing to our budget problem is the fact 
that our capital campaign has taken away 
from annual giving which is needed for 
current operations. We must use good fiscal 
management,” Maddox emphasized. “These 
problems are not serious, but they could be 
if they are not solved.

“In the future Carson-Newman must have 
more and better detailed planning as we 
project income and plan our budget. We 
will have to tighten our belts in some areas 
and become more aggressive in fund raising. 
C-N’s endowment is relatively small and 
must be increased along with annual giving. 
Tuition needs to be kept as low as possible 
but the fact is our fees are not keeping up 
with the skyrocketing cost of educating stu
dents.”

Extending these thoughts Maddox pointed 
out, “We must make some improvements in 
our financial aid program and demonstrate 
the advantages of attending a church-related 
school. Christian education is synonymous 
with a quality education and develops the 
total person—physically, mentally, morally, 

and spiritually in an atmosphere of Chris
tian love and concern. As a by-product we 
attempt to instill in young people values 
which help them find the Christian purpose 
for their life.”

On campus since early last month, Mad
dox has been impressed and encouraged by 
the enthusiasm of faculty, students, alumni, 
and friends of the college. “Carson-Newman 
has so much to offer,” he said. “Our faculty 
is strong and the curriculum is broad. A 
Christian faculty is interested in the develop
ment of each individual.”

One of the early priorities of Maddox 
will be to develop some programs that will 
bring faculty, administration, and students 
together more as a family in a more mean
ingful campus life. “The sense of community 
on campus is important,” Maddox said, 
“Through our total education program we 
want students to have the opportunity to 
serve their fellowman and God, now as they 
prepare for the future.”

An open administration is envisioned by 
Maddox. “I plan to seek the advice and 

(Continued on page 13)
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Pan American Baptist Men hold congress, 
agree to form three regional divisions

NTTEROI, Brazil—Participants of the 
third Pan American Congress of Baptist 
Men meeting here voted to organize the Pan 
American Union of Baptist Men to include 
divisions of North America, the Caribbean, 
and Latin America.

A constitution and bylaws were adopted 
and a committee, composed of three repre
sentatives from Brazil and one representa
tive from each of the other countries, will 
work out the details of the area organiza
tions.

Some 500 persons registered for the 
week-long meeting in Niteroi’s First Baptist 
Church, but 1,000 to 2,000 persons at
tended the evening sessions.

Two mass rallies in Niteroi’s Caio Martins 
Stadium, aired on nationwide television, 
climaxed the week as Brazilian pastor and 
evangelist Nilson Fanini preached. More 
than 16,500 attended a Sunday rally. Fifty 
professions of faith and 49 other decisions 
were recorded at the two rallies.

During the week, the delegates heard 
reports from each of the 15 countries rep
resented and 12 main speakers challenged 
them to be “New Men for a New World,” 
the theme for the congress.

“Every person who belongs to Jesus Christ 
becomes a fountain through which others 
can be blessed,” said Joao Falcao Sobrinho, 
executive secretary of the Brazilian Baptist 
Convention.

“What would happen if all Christians in 
all the Pan American countries would allow 
themselves to be used by God to evangelize? 
The Americas would be won to Jesus 
Christ.”

Stephen Steeves of Canada, chairman of 
the men’s department of the Baptist World 
Alliance, echoed the call for active laymen: 
“We are looking for men who will work. 
The day for sleeping Christians is past. 
Unfortunately sometimes there is a gap be-

HOLY
LAND

Experience the inspiration of Bethle
hem and the Shepherds7 Field at 
Christmas. Live a moment in the land 
of Jesus' ministry. Go with Paul to 
Athens and Corinth. Departing De
cember 20 for ten days of excitement. 
All meals, 1st class hotels, etc. Rea
sonable at $1059. Write at once to

Prof. L Dan Taylor
(his 12th tour)
Carson-Newman College 
Box 1926
Jefferson City, TN 37760 

tween the pulpit and the pew. But we 
encourage men to stand with their pastor, 
to work with him and pray for him,” Steeves 
said.

Another North American speaker, Glen
don McCullough, executive director of the 
Southern Baptist Brotherhood Commission, 
Memphis, called for a “new alliance be
tween the pulpit and pew.” He said Baptists 
in many parts of the world have a narrow 
concept of how laymen can serve the Lord.

The congress president, Owen Cooper of 
Yazoo City, Miss., a former Southern Bap
tist Convention president, told the trilingual 
group that every person is important in 
God’s sight because of their relationship 
with God, their unique individual ability 
and because “God has commissioned each 
one of you to be His witness.”

Cooper was re-elected president of the 
Pan American Union of Baptist Men. Daniel 
Piaxao, pastor of Iraja Baptist Church, Rio 
de Janerio, was elected secretary, and Aldo 
Broda was elected treasurer. Vice-presidents 
elected were Ophia de Barros of Brazil; Ed 
Alexander of Canada; P. R. Figueiroa of 
Puerto Rico; Samuel Proto Gomes of Vene
zuela; Samuel Libert of Argentina; and 
William S. Rhodes of the United States. 
(BP)

Two FMB veteran workers 
announce October wedding

RICHMOND—Miss Johnni Johnson and 
Fon H. Scofield Jr., veteran employees of 
the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board 
and co-workers for some 20 years, plan to 
be married in October.

Although Scofield officially retired on 
Aug. 1 after 29 years at the board, Miss 
Johnson, planning specialist in the depart
ment of denominational coordination, said 
she will continue her work at the board. 
Her duties include being a resource con
sultant with audiovisual products and a li
aison in development of video-programming 
with other agencies.

Scofield came to the Foreign Mission 
Board in 1948 to develop the audiovisuals 
program. A native of Charleston, Mo., he 
previously was secretary for the department 
of visual education and radio of the Baptist 
State Convention of North Carolina. He was 
also pastor of several churches. Scofield’s 
first wife, the former Maude Bowers, died 
last year after an extended illness. (BP)

TWO CHURCH BUSES FOR SALE 
1961 GMC Greyhound type, 38 pas
senger with restroom. Also 1954 In
ternational. Both in good condition. 
Call Phil Malone, Memphis, 901-386- 
6590.

Arson destroys church, 
associational office

RICHLAND, Wash.—The smouldering 
ruins of their church still evident, members 
of the Richland Church here responded to a 
challenge of their pastor to raise $3,000 to 
purchase a building site for a mission church 
in Elgin, Ore.

The night before, Saturday, Aug. 13, the 
Richland Church, which also contained the 
office of the Columbia Basin Baptist Asso
ciation, was destroyed by fire, which also 
damaged the church’s educational building.
Police suspect arson.

The pastor, Cecil Sims, estimates approxi
in damages which he bemately $500, lien

lieves will be covered by insurance.
Sims reported “a high spiritual hour” at 

a worship service the next morning at a local 
high school. In response to his challenge, 
church members gave an offering of more 
than $4,000 for their mission. They will 
purchase the mission property in memory of 
a prominent lay member of the mission who 
died in a plane crash the day before the

During the service, three persons made 
professions of faith in Jesus Christ and 
asked for church membership by baptism.

The association, which covers Richland, 
Kennewick, Pasco, and surrounding area, 
lost all its equipment, books, and records.

The 750-member Richland Church, or
ganized in 1947, has been one of the 
leading churches in the Northwest Baptist 
Convention. (BP)

Dean of students named 
for Harrison-Chilhowee

N. Rick Shafer of Kansas City, Kans., 
has been appointed dean of students at 
Harrison-Chilhowee Baptist Academy, Sey
mour, according to Hubert B. Smothers, 
president of the school.

Shafer has been ad
ministrator of Open 
Door Baptist Schools 
in Kansas City. He 
succeeds Jerry Helfin 
who, along with other 
duties, has served as 
acting dean during the 
1976-77 school year.

Shafer is a gradu
ate of Milligan Col
lege, and has done ad
ditional studies at Ball 
State University in In
diana and East Tennessee State University. 
His experience includes serving as dean 
of boys and activities director for South 
Texas Baptist Children’s Home in Beeville, 
Tex.

Mrs. Shafer is the former Sonja Baines 
of Elizabethton. The couple has one son, 
Jeffrey Travis, age 4.

N. Rick Shafer
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Islanders hear story of Baptist work, 
children collect $35.02 for missions

Six young women from Tennessee re
turned home this month from a tiny island 
50 miles east of Puerto Rico.

Their cargo was memories of eight days 
spent in lay volunteer mission work as ap
pointees of the Foreign Mission Board, 
dreams of an era when they may serve on 
another mission field, and $35.02 to be 
given to the Cooperative Program through 
the Tennessee Baptist Convention.

HISTORICALLY
FROM THE FILES

50 YEARS AGO
Robertson County Association held 

its annual meeting at the Orlinda 
Church and re-elected Harry Mc
Neely, moderator; W. R. Goodman, 
clerk; R. T. Randolph, treasurer. This 
was the 13th annual session of the 
association, and McNeely had pre
sided over all the sessions except one.

First Church, Houston, Tex., in 
business session voted to erect a new 
Sunday school annex, add a music di
rector and financial secretary to the 
staff, and increased the pastor’s sal
ary to $10,000 a year. James B. Lea- 
veil was pastor.

25 YEARS AGO
R. Kelly White of West Palm 

Beach, Fla., was elected president of 
Belmont College. He succeeded War
ren F. Jones, who was serving as act
ing president in connection with his 
duties as head of Union University.

Pleasant Hill Church, Orlinda, 
voted to sell the old parsonage and 
build a new one. Most of the money 
needed for the new home had been 
raised. David Cooper was pastor.

10 YEARS AGO
Robert E. Craig was elected presi

dent of Union University. He was 
serving as president of Southwest Bap
tist College, Bolivar, Mo.

Raymond Langlois was named 
Training Union secretary for the State 
Convention of Ohio.

The pennies, nickels, and dimes, arranged 
neatly in a small square box, were carried 
to the bookkeeping office of the state con
vention building in Brentwood by Nancy 
McCrary, Nashville, one of the mission 
workers.

Before delivering the coinage, she told 
Baptist and Reflector that the money was 
an offering given by children on the island 
of Tortola, British Virgin Islands. It was 
there that the group from the United States 
had gone to work for eight days with 
Southern Baptist missionaries Lester and 
Fonda Boyd. The young women, six from 
Tennessee and one from Mississippi, con
ducted Vacation Bible Schools and backyard 
Bible clubs, in cooperation with the Mount 
Carmel Baptist Church.

Participating in the missions effort along 
with McCrary were Beth Humphries, a 
student at Union and resident at Dresden; 
Kim Weatherly, a student at Union and 
resident at Bruceton; Charlene Robinson, 
Baptist Student Union graduate assistant at 
East Tennessee State University from Moun
tain City; Melba Avera, Kingston; Donna 
Jackson, Oliver Springs; and Kay Ray, 
Delta State College, Cleveland, Miss.

From a tiny island, with a total popula
tion of under 9,000, the VBS and Bible 
study clubs drew an average of 81 children 
a day. Ages ranged from three to 18.

“We began with kids just from the 
church,” McCrary recalled. “But by the 
time we finished, we had kids attending 
from all over the island.”

During each morning’s VBS, the children 
heard a story about the work of the Co
operative Program through the Southern 
Baptist Convention. They learned how sup
port from Baptists throughout the world led 
missionaries to an Indian reservation and 
allowed the appointment of a Southern Bap
tist missionary to be their pastor.

After listening to several stories, they 
asked if they could give their offering to 
the Cooperative Program. After receiving 
an affirmative answer, they began the job 
of collecting what would be their offering 
for missions.

Now, the $35.02 is at work helping more 
missionaries to be appointed, more students 
to gain Christian education, and more souls 
to be won for the Savior. From a tiny island, 
12 miles long and three miles wide, the 
world has been touched once again with the 
message that Baptists still care.

BUS FOR SALE—1964 Ford, 54- 
passenger, good condition, new tires. 
Write First Baptist Church, P.O. Box 
126, Morrison, TN 37357, or call 
615-635-2312.

Former Tex. pastor convicted 
of taking rare library items

GILMER, Tex.—A district court judge 
has sentenced Craig D. Lacy, former pastor 
of First Church of Big Sandy, Tex., to two 
to five years in prison in the theft of rare 
books and documents valued at $75,000. 
Lacy pleaded guilty to “exercising control” 
over the rare items taken from 100 book
stores, libraries and museums in Texas and 
Oklahoma.

He was arrested when police discovered 
the books and documents neatly stacked 
with names of the owners noted. Some of 
the materials had been taken from libraries 
at Baylor University and Southwestern Bap
tist Theological Seminary. (BP)

LITTLE GIANT
The name to remember for

FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRIES 
WATER HEATERS 

SPIRES-CROSSES 
KRINKLGLAS 

WINDOWS 
Church credit plans available. 

Free colored brochure
LITTLE GIANT MANUFACTURING CO. 

Box 518 / Orange, Texas 77630 
Phone: 713-883-4246

Drexel
Church Furnishings

Pews, Pulpit and Chancel Furniture
Phone 704/322-8380 

Dept. J. P.O. Drawer 2187 
Hickory, North Carolina 28601

SECRETARY WANTED
Must have experience and skill in 

work related area. Send biographical 
material to:

Hubert B. Smothers 
Harrison-Chilhowee Baptist Academy 

Seymour, TN 37865 
or call

Phone 615-573-8321

CHURCH FURNITURE
At a price)

Any Church Can Afford7^" ' 
Write or call

WAGONER. BROS.
mfg. co.

Tel. (501) 675-2468
Booneville, Arkansas .

72927
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EDITORIAL

Advertisers, stations pull the plug on ‘Soap’
Just how far the television station managers, the advertisers, 

and the viewing public are willing to allow the networks to go 
may well be answered by the current controversy over the 
proposed ABC-TV series “Soap.”

Two articles in this issue of the Baptist and Reflector would 
indicate that some feel we have reached—or passed—the line 
of public tolerance and apathy.

On page 12 you will see that three of the six ABC affiliated 
television stations in Tennessee have altered their use of the 
series.

On page three there is an article noting that many of the 
proposed advertisers of “Soap” are forsaking their sponsorship.

We are pleased that these station managers and advertisers 
are taking seriously their obligation to the viewing public.

What’s all the uproar about a program that hasn’t even been 
shown on television yet?

For several months the American Broadcasting System has 
been talking about their new series “Soap” which is presently 
scheduled for 9:30 p.m. EDT (8:30 p.m. CDT) on Tuesday 
nights beginning Sept. 13. The concept and name are to 
produce a comedy series that outdoes the daytime soap operas.

As time for the new television season approaches, several 
people have had the opportunity to preview some of the opening 
episodes.

A number of station managers have complained about the 
immorality depicted, and the network has agreed to tone down 
the series. Whether or not this has been accomplished to the 
degree that is desired has not been determined.

Some observers believe that ABC-TV has attempted to make 
the opening episode acceptable, so they can belittle their critics 
—but then, the series will return to its original plans.

“Soap” is reported to feature the various involvements of two 
families in nearly every imaginable form of sexual promiscuity.

Frank Swertlow of the Chicago Daily News wrote this 
explanation after previewing two episodes.

“Two sisters, Jessica Tate and Mary Campbell, have married 
quite differently. Chester Tate is wealthy, but a philanderer who 
chases any woman he spies. Burt Campbell is a blue collar worker 
and is impotent. One of Mary Campbell’s sons is a homosexual and 
a transvestite who likes to wear his mother’s clothes. The other son 
is studying to be a Mafia hit man. Over at the Tate household, one 
of Jessica’s daughters is frigid and the other is a nymphomaniac. 
Her young son is addicted to pornography. There’s more. The 
Tates have a black servant who trades racial slurs with the senile 
grandfather who crawls on the floor thinking he is General Patton 
on maneuvers. Now for the sex: Chester Tate is being blackmailed 
by his secretary, a former lover who has kept a list of his 
indiscretions and illegal business deals. Then Jessica decides to have 
an affair with a tennis bum, who it turns out is having an affair with 
her sex-crazed daughter. Later we find out that the tennis player 
has had an affair with Mary Campbell’s gay son. And so it goes.”

It would seem that more than a few revisions would be 
necessary to clean up “Soap” to an acceptable state.

What about our Tennessee television stations?
Jackson’s WBBJ has taken the most decisive and the most 

commendable action—the station will not telecast “Soap.” We 
commend general manager Gerry Quick for this action.

You may recall that we printed a “letter to the editor” from 
Quick (Aug. 11) in which he said that “we in broadcasting are 
trying to do what is right for the people in our viewing area.” 
Gerry Quick has taken action to prove he means that—WBBJ 
will not carry “Soap.”

Memphis’ WHBQ-TV officials have decided that “Soap” 
will not be on Tuesday night in prime time. This is a step in 
the right direction, but the station is considering using the 
questionable show on Sundays at 10:30 p.m.

A weaker step has been taken by WNGE in Nashville. This 
station has secured permission from ABC-TV to delay “Soap” 
from its normal 8:30 p.m. CDT time period to 9:30 p.m.

The other three stations are apparently committed to carrying 
the program—although each one left the door open for some 
change in their conversations with us.

The firmest was WTVC in Chattanooga with the statement, 
“We prefer to leave it up to the viewers.” Their decision to 
telecast “Soap” did offer a slight hope when the station official 
added “at this point.”

Kingsport’s WKPT has “tentative plans to carry” the pro
gram.

No decision has apparently been reached by Knoxville’s 
WTVK. In response to all our questions and comments, the 
program director would only state they had “not made a 
decision.”

The advertisers and local television stations are making their 
decisions about “Soap.” It is gratifying that many of these are 
taking commendable stands.

In less than two weeks, it will be the public’s turn.

Page 8 Baptist and Reflector



Cicero’s 

comment

By the editor
“Cicero, I think we should create a new 

denominational office of Southern Baptist 
Convention Optometrist,” opined X. Amy 
Nations, noted eye examiner.

“I don’t see—rather, understand—why we 
should need a convention optometrist,” 
Cicero responded.

“But, I keep hearing about our lack 
of vision,” Amy observed. “Why, I have 
already been treating some of my fellow 
church members at Buena Vista Baptist 
Church.”

Cicero’s curiosity was revealed when I 
asked for more information.

“I am treating C. A. Farr. He has no 
concern about present day problems, but 
far sightedly thinks and talks only about 
heaven. I am having some success, because 
he already is talking about what our church 
can do when we get out of debt in 1992.

“Then, I have the opposite problem with 
Myra P. Ash. She is so near sighted about 
her church interest, that she is concerned 
only about what is happening today—or at 
most next Sunday.”

Cicero began to catch on, but still wasn’t 
very optimistic.

“You may remember Mike Roe Skope in 
our church. He spends all his time focusing 
on minor flaws in others, rather than on his 
own big faults.”

X. Amy Nations listed some of her other 
Baptist patients.

There is Hynd Syte, who is extremely 
competent at seeing what the church should 
have done in the past. “You can recognize 
him by the words ‘I told you so’ tattooed on 
his forehead.”

Katt A. Rack has a clouded vision prob
lem, and never sees anything that needs to 
be done at the church.

Then, there is Forest N. Woods. He is 
very mission minded, but is so concerned 
about the salvation of the 4 billion people 
on the earth, that he overlooks witnessing 
to his next door neighbor. “You might say 
he has a ‘can’t see the trees for the forest’ 
view of evangelism.”

Cicero’s eyebrows were raised in puzzle
ment. “I guess I don’t see how you can help 
Baptists’ vision.”

X. Amy Nations looked me in the eye. 
“Well, I guess I’d better start with you. 
Read that millenial chart on the wall.”

to t&e ScUton, ■ • •
Letters on any religion-related subject are welcomed. Letters of over 300 words 
will not be used. Other letters may be shortened at the discretion of the editor. 
No unsigned letters will be printed, but writer’s name will be withheld for 
sufficient reason. Letters must contain complete address.

Blaming the school?
Dear editor:

I have read with interest the “letters to the 
editor” in the Baptist and Reflector for the 
past several months. I have been especially 
interested in the ones concerning the role 
of women in the church.

I appreciate the honesty of Brother Lane’s 
letter (June 23), although there is something 
in it that disturbs me. I was concerned that 
the blame was placed on Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. I feel that such an 
attitude is all too common in Southern 
Baptist life.

I am a graduate of two Baptist institutions 
—Carson-Newman College and Southern 
Seminary. It concerns me that when an

Record registration
(Continued from page 1) 

ing devotional at each of the four sessions, 
using the four stanzas of “We’ve a Story 
To Tell to the Nations” as the themes of 
the devotionals.

She challenged the ladies to become more 
active in WMU so that they might be 
involved in learning what they can do, and 
doing it.

Kay Rodgers told of her two years 
service as a high school teacher in Taiwan 
through the Foreign Mission Board’s mis
sionary journeyman program. She is a native 
of Kingsport and a graduate of Carson- 
Newman College, Jefferson City.

Rodgers, who is now a student at South
ern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louis
ville, said she returned to the United States 
and its material blessings with the question, 
“Why us?” Her answer was, “So that we 
might boldly go, and boldly love where no 
one has loved in the name of Christ before.”

Music for the annual House Party was 
directed by Terry Kirkland, editor in the 
church music department of the Sunday 
School Board, Nashville. Mrs. Kirkland 
served as pianist.

alumnus of a Baptist institution does some
thing contrary to what one group of Baptists 
(whoever they may be) believe, the blame is 
placed on that institution as “not teaching 
Baptist doctrine.”

Why is it that the blame is placed on a 
college or seminary, when that school in
fluences the lives of its constituents for only 
two to four years? What about the family 
from which the person comes, or the 
church that fails to plant some firm roots 
during childhood or adolescence?

It concerns me that Baptist educational 
agencies are constantly being placed under 
fire by those who apparently show no inter
est in what is being taught until something 
with which they disagree arises.

I find it hard to believe that any institu
tion can change a person’s theology and 
view of the Scriptures in two or four years’ 
time; unless the person was taught little or 
no deep-rooted faith and doctrine as a 
child or adolescent. If our students are 
“straying from the faith,” much of the 
blame can, and must, be placed on the 
churches and families from which they 
come; and not entirely on our very capable 
and dedicated Baptist educational institu
tions.

Earl Stroup
Route 1, Box 703 
Moristown, TN 37814

East Regional
BUS MINISTRY 

and 

CHILDREN'S 
CHURCH CONFERENCE

September 12 & 13
(Begins 7:00 p.m. Monday) 

Stallings Memorial Baptist Church 
817 South Main Street 
Salisbury, NC 28144 
Phone—704-636-2052

$4 per person/$25 maximum 
per church for registration 

Evening session only—no charge

Conference Leaders: 
GARDINER GENTRY 

and 

FRED COPELAND
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Facing Life's Greatest Dilemma
By Herschel H. Hobbs

Film evangelism draws 
crowds in Indonesia

“Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou hast 
the words of eternal life."—John 6:68

These words were spoken in the syna
gogue in Capernaum the day after Jesus fed 
the five thousand. He told the multitude that 
in order to have life they must eat His flesh 
and drink His blood. He spoke spiriually 
of full faith and commitment to Him. They 
took it literally as cannibalism. So the 
crowd left Him (John 6:51-66). Jesus asked 
the Twelve if they too would leave Him. 
And Peter answered with the words of our 
text (vv. 68-69).

Should they leave, to whom would they 
go? To their nets, customs table, or what
ever previous vocation they had had? Peter’s 
question probes each person. For all face 
this greatest of life’s dilemmas. Will Chris
tians leave Him to wander in the wilderness 
of a wasted life? Will non-christians do so 
to plunge more deeply into sin, pursue ma
terialism which does not satisfy, and follow 
the devil into hell itself? Where will you go?

Despite the defection of these learners 
but not believers, the apostles, save Judas 
(vv. 70-71), felt strangely drawn to Jesus 
as the Source of their very beings. This is 
seen in Peter’s words about Jesus having 
the “words of eternal life.” In the Greek

text this phrast is emphatic. Then Peter 
added, “And we believe and are sure that 
thou art that Christ, the Son of the living 
God” (v. 69). The best Greek texts read 
“the Holy One of God.”

Both “believe” and “sure” (know) are 
perfect tenses. Literally, “We have believed 
and still believe, have known and still 
know.” This expresses a firm conviction of 
faith and experiential knowledge. Both “we” 
and “thou” are emphatic. “We” sets the 
apostles over against the defecting crowd. 
“Thou” singles out Jesus as distinct from 
all others. It is a tremendous statement of 
faith.

Some equate verse 69 with Peter’s con
fession in Matthew 16:16. However, this is 
not necessarily true. The occasions are dif
ferent. There is no reason why Peter could 
not have made both confessions.

The fact stands that in life’s greatest di
lemma Peter and his friends had to make 
a choice. And they made the right one. 
Though Judas did not share the faith of 
others as shown by later developments, for 
reasons known only to him and God, he 
remained with the group. But a year later 
he made the wrong and fateful choice. What 
decision will you make about Christ?

RETIREMENT DULL?
visit

DEER LAKE
creative retirement
in a Christian Community

CENTRAL JAVA, Indonesia — Film 
evangelism has drawn large crowds in vil
lages here this summer.

“In remote rural areas without electricity, 
any kind of film showing can attract a 
crowd,” said William N. McElrath, Southern 
Baptist missionary press representative.

He said Baptists are taking advantage of 
the interest by showing films featuring the 
birth, ministry, death, and resurrection of 
Christ but that they are shown only in 
places where Indonesian Baptists are nearby 
for a continuing witness.

“And each film showing is being followed 
up by revival services on the next three 
nights,” added McElrath.

Southern Baptist missionaries Von 
Worten, William R. Gaddis, and John V. 
Norwood are leading in the film evangelism 
project, aided by many Indonesian Baptist 
pastors and lay persons. Narration is done 
in Javanese, the language spoken by 60 
million people in central and east Java.

Missionaries scheduled the film ministry 
during the summer when the weather is 
usually good. However, during a recent un- 
seasonal rain, more than 1,000 people stood 
or sat on the ground to watch the films on 
a homemade cloth and bamboo screen.

On another night, the presentation was 
held near a cave which serves as a center 
for animistic worship and divination. Some 
5,000 were present when the generator for 
the projector stopped. Even though many of 
the viewers may have thought some other 
gods had stopped the projector, the pastor 
“calmly continued—proclaiming the gospel 
to the throng in their own Javanese tongue, 
teaching them Christian songs, making the 
most of his unusual opportunity,” according 
to McElrath. (BP)

A community planned especially for the active adult.
One and Two Bedroom Patio Homes—attractively priced from 
$20,500 to $31,500—no maintenance worries.

WOLFE BROS. & CO.
PIHEY FLATS, TEKH.

DIRECTIONS:
INFORMATION:

Hicks Road at Highway 70S Nashville
Deer Lake Retirement Co inn unity
301 Deer Lake Drive
Nashville, TN 37221 
phone (615) 646-3337 

(615) 385-3222

SPONSORED BY: The Tennessee Baptist Service Corporation 
Brentwood, Tennessee 
phone (615) 383-2255

CHURCH FURNITURE
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pulpit JPeht
By Jim Griffith

Labor Day weekend once again brings to mind the necessity for work and the ob
vious fact that fewer persons seem to be willing to bow to the necessity.

As one man said, “When you ask me why I am so exhausted all the time, I remind 
you of all the folks who won’t work and that just leaves you and me to carry the load, 
and brother, I’m getting pretty tired.”

According to one farmer, most people are more like chickens than guineas. Turn a 
flock of guineas out with a flock of chickens and the chickens would likely starve. Gui
neas work all the time hunting and finding what there is to eat while the chickens are con
tent to remain penned and pampered.

Perhaps the problem in the work of the church, as in other areas, is summed up by the 
lady rocking lazily on her front porch when a neighborhood maid approached, and said, 
“I understand you’re looking for some help.”

“No, I’m not,” was the reply, ‘Tm looking for somebody to do it all!”

Bible puzzle
Answers on page 13

ACROSS

1 Number of fishes 
(Mark 8:7)

4 Ark dweller 
(Gen. 7:13)

7 Ground with mill
stones (Isa. 47:2)

11 Hail or farewell
12 Sunk fence
13 Napoleon’s isle
14 The sesame
15 A Russian soldier
16 Performs
17 “the just shall------- ’ 

(Heb. 10)
20 Priest
22 “commandments of 

of —” (Mark 7)
23 Wild ox
24 Kind of work 

(Tit. 3:1)

26 African: comb, form
29 Camera part
30 Row
31 Blackthorn
32 Before
33 “pull out the —” 

(Matt. 7)
34 Scheme
35 “And he was —” 

(Mark 10)
36 Name
37 “as unto a-----”

(1 Pet. 2)
42 Opposite of aweather
43 Hawaiian bird
44 Piercing tool
47 Pealed
48 “they shall —”

(1 Cor. 13)
49 David’s man

(IKi. 1:8)
50 Hawk

CRYPTOVERSE

51 Track made good: 
abbr.

52 Scrutinize

DOWN

1 Kind of beasts 
(Amos 5:22)

2 Prince of Midian 
(Josh. 13:21)

3 Praise words 
(Matt. 25:21; 2 words)

4 Possess
5 King of Israel
6 “And----- believed” 

(John 4)
7 Son of Abraham 

(Gen. 25:2)
8 Word of Jesus 

(Mark 15:34)
9 Instigate

10 Beat
12 Colony of bees
18 Man’s name: poss.
19 Nourished
20 Blanch
21 City (1 Chron. 6:70)
24 “Every-----” (Jas. 1)
25 Cereal grain
26 “wipe away-----” 

(Rev. 7)
27 Trifle
28 Network
31 Twirl
33 Male
35 Beleaguer
36 Work
37 Bird
38 The Ahohite

(1 Chron.11:29)
39 Slit in a garment
40 Thailand, formerly
41 Small branch
45 Small
46 Recline

PRXRFKWRZRUU QR JOOIFMHPV KI WHU

YFIBHUR ZIIS DIF PRQ WRJXRPU JPM J
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Today’s Cryptoverse clue: Q equals W

Retired missionaries 
want to do it again

GLORIETA, N.M.—Baker J. Cauthen, 
executive director of the Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board, paused during a 
session of the annual foreign missions con
ference here to introduce some 25 emeritus 
missionaries who were special guests at the 
conference.

He then called to the stage the four 
whose service as missionaries dated back the 
farthest and asked them this impromptu 
question: “If you had it all to do over again, 
would you still be a missionary?”

The answers by Mr. and Mrs. B. W. 
Orrick of Waco, Tex., appointed in 1920; 
and Lillie Mae Hundley of Canyon, Tex., 
and Helen Bagby (Mrs. W. C.) Harrison of 
Waco, both appointed in 1923; came rap
idly:

“Ten times more!”
“A thousand times more!”
“Always!”
“And until the end of time!”
The answers drew standing applause from 

more than 1,800 persons attending the con
ference.

Cross to join HMB staff 
in evangelism strategy

Dale Cross, director of associational mis
sions for the Chicago Metro Baptist Asso
ciation, has resigned his post to accept a 
staff position with the Southern Baptist 
Home Mission Board as director of metro
politan evangelism strategy.

In his new post, Cross will provide con
sultative leadership for the development of 
metropolitan evangelism strategy, working 
with SBC agencies, state, and associational 
evangelism leadership.

CHURCH FURNITURE
From Factory to Church 

RAINSVILLE CHURCH PEW 
COMPANY 

Route No. 1, Box 405 
Rainsville, Ala. 35986 

Phone 205-638-2467 or 638-3882 
Also we upholster old pews.
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Jackson TV drops 'Soap'; others alter schedule
One ABC-TV station in Tennessee will 

not telecast the controversial new program 
“Soap” which premiers Sept. 13, and two 
other stations will not carry it at its regular 
time.

This information was learned by the 
Baptist and Reflector in telephone contacts 
with officials at all six ABC-TV affiliates 
last week.

Gerry Quick, general manager of WBBJ 
in Jackson, said he and other station man
agers had voiced their complaints about 
“Soap” after previewing several episodes 
earlier this year. Revisions were to be made 
in the program, which reportedly deals with 
adultery, homosexuality, and transvestism.

Quick said he had seen a third episode 
and scenes from other shows and the de
cision had been made that WBBJ would not 
telecast the series.

Editor Al Shackleford of the Baptist and 
Reflector praised Quick for his decision, 
noting that the Jackson station manager 
was under tremendous pressure from the 
network and advertisers to carry “Soap.”

Memphis’ WHBQ-TV officially has made 
a decision not to use the program on Tues
day nights in prime time. Bob Lewis, pro
gram director for the station, said the series 
is “not family and children’s fare.”

Lewis added that the station is debating 

whether or not to telecast “Soap” at all. He 
said that if it is carried by the station, 
“Soap” would probably be seen at 10:30 
p.m. on Sundays.

The other four ABC-TV stations in Ten
nessee will use the program on Tuesday’s 
prime time schedule, but Nashville’s WNGE 
will delay it one hour.

Buddy Ragan, program manager for 
WNGE, said that the Nashville station has 
received permission from ABC to tape the 
program and telecast it at 9:30 p.m. CDT, 
rather than the regular time of 8:30 p.m.

Officials from the other three stations— 
all of which are in the Eastern Time zone 
where the program will be at 9:30 p.m.— 
told the Baptist and Reflector that they do 
plan to carry “Soap.”

There are still possibilities of some re
visions in their plans, however.

William Eckstein, program director of 
WTVK in Knoxville, answered that his sta
tion had “not made a decision” in response 
to several questions about “Soap.” He said 
that a decision would probably be made 
within a week.

Mrs. Lee Johnson of WTVC in Chatta
nooga said that “at this point” the station 
does intend to telecast the series. “We prefer 
to leave it up to the viewers,” she added.

Mrs. Johnson said that WTVC would be

“responsive to the community” should there 
be strong objection to the program after it 
has premiered. She admitted that the new 
series “will not be to everyone’s taste.”

Kingsport’s George E. DeVault, WKPT, 
said that station’s “tentative plans are to 
carry” the program. He said he had ex
pressed reservations to ABC after previewing 
some of the episodes in May. He under
stands there have been numerous changes 
in these episodes, but had not seen any of 
the revised shows.

DeVault indicated that if the promised 
revisions did not satisfy his earlier com
plaints, the Kingsport station might alter 
its decision.

Former Clear Creek staff member 
assumes pastorate in Antioch

Mt. View Church, Antioch, called Ralph 
Duncan as pastor. A native of Speedwell, 
he entered the ministry when he was 16, 
was ordained at 17, and became a pastor 
at 20. Recently marking his 30th anniversary 
in the ministry, Duncan was serving as a 
staff member of Clear Creek Baptist School 
in Pineville, Ky.

He is a graduate of that institution and 
also attended Harrison-Chilhowee Baptist 
Academy and Carson-Newman College.

WELCOME TO COOKEVILLE!

Gary Allen, Minister of Music

< • •• • < •• • s • mW... .

Parents, Pastors, and Other Church Leaders please share

WELCOME TENNESSEE TECH 
UNIVERSITY STUDENTS

The First Baptist Church family wanted us to say you are special people to them. 
Our staff and members extend warm greetings and His love to you.

If arriving on Sunday, September 11, our men want to meet your parents and 
help you unpack. Both you and your parents are invited to be our guest for the 
evening meal at 6 P.M.

Our church family invites you to an all college-age luncheon on Sunday, Sep
tember 18.

Your Bible study department invites you to participate in a College Retreat at 
Standing Stone State Park, October 14-15.

We look forward to meeting and ministering to you personally upon your arrival 
in Cookeville and First Baptist Church.

Your Brothers in Christ,
Gerald Stow, Pastor

Byron Epps, Minister of
Education and Administration

(Adv.)
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Ernest C. Pippin assumes 
Foundation position

Maddox begins as Carson-Newman president
(Continued from page 5) 

counsel of faculty, administration, students, 
Baptists, alumni, and friends. Then I’ll have 
to make the decisions,” he related. “I will 
delegate responsibility to my staff and give 
them the authority to carry out those re
sponsibilities. I will mix and mingle with 
every segment of the population that has an 
interest in Carson-Newman.”

Anderson College is a Baptist college 
and Maddox firmly believes our colleges 
have made great contributions to the Baptist 
denomination. “But our greatest contribu
tions may still be ahead. With the tre
mendous problems we have in this world, it 
it important that we provide strong Christian 
leaders.

“Carson-Newman and the Tennessee Bap

tist Convention have had a close relation
ship. We are partners seeking to carry out 
the Great Commission and must keep in 
mind that the college must serve Tennessee 
Baptists, and they in turn must keep in mind 
that their support of C-N is important.”

The warm, frank smile of Carson-New
man’s new leader puts one at ease. He was 
honest and candid in his remarks when he 
concluded, “There has been a good relation
ship between the college and the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention, but it must be strength
ened in the future. I invite Baptists, friends, 
parents, and alumni to visit the campus. If 
they have questions, I hope they will write 
or call me. We at Carson-Newman want to 
be in the mainstream of Baptist life in 
Tennessee, and covet everyone’s prayers.”

Ernest C. Pippin has been elected to 
serve as associate executive secretary and 
trust officer with the Tennessee Baptist 

Foundation. He be
gins his new duties 
Sept. 1.

Pippin was elected 
to the newly created 
position Aug. 22 by 
the executive commit
tee of the Foundation 
upon recommendation 
of a search commit
tee authorized by the 
Foundation board of 
trustees during their 
January meeting.

Jonas L. Stewart, executive secretary- 
treasurer of the Foundation, states that the 
new associate’s duties will include communi
cation with attorneys, brokers, bankers, 
pastors, churches, and individuals. Addi
tionally, he will organize and promote estate 
planning seminars.

A missionary to Argentina, Pippin will 
terminate his appointment with the Foreign 
Mission Board when he assumes his new 
position. When his wife, Martha Smith 
Pippin, died last August, it became advisable 
for him to return to the states with his two 
children, Jennifer and Stephanie.

A native of Elizabethton, he is a graduate 
of Carson-Newman College and South
western Baptist Theological Seminary. Prior 
to his appointment to Argentina, Pippin 
served as associate pastor at McLean 
Church, Memphis, and also as pastor of 
Cordova Church in Shelby County.

The Foundation is the estate planning 
and trust agency for the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention.

This announcement is neither an offer to sell nor a solicitation of an 
offer to buy these securities. The offering is made by prospectus only.

FIRST MORTGAGE CHURCH BONDS 
ISSUED BY

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
404 E. LAFAYETTE STREET 

JACKSON,TENNESSEE 
(A Tennessee Corporation)

$1,000,000

VARIABLE INTEREST COUPON BONDS
87© 81% 97© 9{%

Interest payable semi-annually March 1 and September 1 and at 
maturity. Bonds issued in denominations of $500.00, $1,000.00 and 
$5,000.00. Price 100% plus accrued interest.

Interest Rate Maturity From
Per Annum Date of Issue 9/1/77

8% 11/2 Years to 41/2 Years
81/2 % 5 Years to 8I/2 Years

9% 9 Years to 12 Years
91/2 % 121/2 Years to 15 Years

Subject to prior sale

For Further Information and a copy of the Prospectus 
Call or Write

A CHURCH FINANCE, INC.
P-O. Box 2087, 518 East Capitol StreetB^B Suite 202

Jackson, Mississippi 39205 
Telephone (601) 948-1920
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UNIFORM SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, September 4

A Christian, life-style
By Mike Await 

Associate Professor of Religion and Philosophy 
Belmont College, Nashville, TN 37203

Basic Passages: Titus 2; Colossians 3:5-17
Focal Passages: Titus 2:1-8; Colossians 3: 12-17

This lesson starts a series of studies on 
Christian ethics. Ethics is the study of hu
man conduct. It does not simply describe 
human conduct. It attempts to prescribe 
what conduct is expected. It is concerned 
with what people “ought” to do. It tries to 
establish norms or principles that guide 
human behavior.

The Christian faith is not just a belief 
system. The New Testament affirms that 
there is a correlation between what a per
son believes and the way a person lives and 
acts. One’s beliefs are to manifest them
selves in a way of action—in a Christian 
life-style. Christians are to live a life in 
keeping with their faith.

This lesson is concerned with examining 
what two New Testament passages say 
about the Christian life-style. The passages 
we will examine are Titus 2:1-8 and Colos
sians 3:5-17. Both of these books were con
cerned with setting forth “sound doctrine.” 
They were written in response to heretical 
teachings and were trying to set forth and 
clarify the truth of the Christian faith. The 
doctrinal emphasis, however, is accompanied 
by a strong ethical emphasis.

The heresies that were encountered by 
both of these books were forms of Gnos
ticism which believed that God was totally 
spiritual and had nothing to do with the 
physical world. They were dualists, be
lieving that spirit and matter were the two 
basic forces. Spirit was good, and matter 
was bad. Salvation was for a limited num
ber of people and was conceived in terms 
of knowledge. Jesus was sent to provide 
people with a “right knowledge” of God 
and God’s purposes. Jesus was not a real 
human being. He only “seemed” like he 
was human. He was totally divine and 
merely pretended to be human. The church 
felt that Gnosticism was not a true state
ment of what God was doing in the Christ- 
event and saw it as a dangerous threat to 
the Christian faith. Many of the New Testa
ment writings were written to counter the 
claims of Gnosticism.

Gnosticism led to two different ethical 
responses. One was aestheticism. This ap
proach denied the physical world. The 
Christian was to have nothing to do with it. 
He was to pull away from it. The world 
was bad and was to be avoided. The Chris
tian was to deny himself any physical 
pleasures and live a life of austerity.

The other response was totally oppo
site to the first one. Some Gnostics felt that 
since the body and the physical world were 
bad and temporary (only the spirit was 
eternal), it did not matter what you did 
with it. This approach was known as liber
tarianism. These Gnostics felt that one 
could live any way that he wanted and do 
anything as long as he kept his spirit pure. 
Drunkenness, sexual promiscuity, gluttony, 
etc., were alright because they only af
fected the physical side of man.

Christianity reacted strongly to this and 
proposed a way of living responsibly in the 
world. The Christian was not to negate the 
world, but he was not to accept it uncrit
ically.

Titus 2:1-8
The first place of interaction with the 

world and the basic source of instruction 
as to how to deal with the world was the 
family. The early Christian community 
placed a great significance on the family 
unit. It was here that the Christian faith 
was taught and exemplified.

The advice given to Titus centers around 
the family unit. It applies both to the 
church family as a whole and to the indi
vidual family units. This advice is directed 
to the different age groups that comprise 
the family. In Biblical times, the nuclear 
family was considerably larger than what 
we know and experience today. It included 
not only the parents and children, but also 
grandparents and other relatives. Each of 
these groups are instructed as to how they 
are to conduct themselves in keeping with 
the Christian faith.

Two things stand out that are interesting 
in light of contemporary concerns. First, 
respect and importance are given to the 
senior citizens. They have a place of honor 
within the community. With this privilege 
comes the responsibility of providing the 
proper example and training to the youth. 
The older men and women are portrayed 
as integral, important, and necessary parts 
of the family.

Second, respect and importance are given 
to women. The early Christian community 
allowed women an unusual amount of free
dom in an age in which women were con
sidered by most groups to be second class 
citizens. Paul had affirmed that there was 

no sexual or racial distinction for those in 
Christ. All were equal. The advice that is 
given in this passage should not be taken 
to infer that women are inferior. It was 
more concerned with stating that this new 
freedom not lead to irresponsibility in the 
family unit. It was trying to affirm that the 
wife and mother work in conjunction with 
the other family members to strengthen the 
family unit and in turn aid the witness of 
the Christian community.

Colossians 3:5-17
The ethical instructions in this passage 

are tied to the theme of baptism. In the 
symbolism of baptism one is buried with 
Christ in baptism and raised to walk as 
a new man in the path of Christ. The exhor
tation to a Christian way of life is set out 
in the expressions put off and put on. There 
are two relevant models behind these ex
pressions. The first is the baptismal model 
mentioned above. When one becomes a 
Christian and follows Christ in baptism, 
he buries the old man. In other words, he 
puts off the old style of life and walks in 
faith toward a new life style. As is sym
bolized in baptism, he comes out of the 
water a new man. He puts on a new style 
of life. The old way of viewing the world 
and responding to it are replaced by a new 
frame of reference. One now tries to live 
according to the example of Christ.

The second relevant model is the chang
ing of clothes. In the ancient world clothes 
represented one’s behavior and the changing 
of clothes implied a change of conduct. The 
word habit can mean either a mode of 
dress (i.e. the attire of a Catholic nun) or 
behavior. In this passage then, one is urged 
to put off the habits of the old man and 
put on a new habit. When my son was 
about three years of age he loved hats. He 
would put on a fire hat and become a fire
man. He would put off the fire hat and put 
on a baseball cap and become a baseball 
player. In a real way his attire and his be
havior were related. When one becomes a 
Christian he puts off the character of the 
old man and puts on the character of the 
new man in Christ. We should put on the 
conduct that is expressive of the obedient 
love and concern that was exemplified by 
Jesus.

The types of conduct that are stressed in 
this passage are related to interpersonal re
lationships. We are to put on forgiveness, 
love, peace, unity, and responsibility. The 
vertical relationship between God and man 
demands a horizontal relationship between 
man and his fellowman. God’s acceptance 
of me as a new man, forces me to accept 
others.

In summary, these passages are saying 
that the content of a person’s faith is di
rectly related to the way he should live. 
Faith and ethics go together. As a result 
of my faith, I have certain moral responsi
bilities within the family unit and towards 
all persons with whom I come in contact.
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Lesson for Sunday, September 4

What's wrong with adultery?
By Earl C. Davis, Pastor 

First Baptist Church, Memphis, TN.

Basic Passages: Exodus 20:14; Matthew 5:27-28; I Corinthians 6:12-20; 
I Thessalonians 4:1-5

Focal Passages: Exodus 20:14; Matthew 5:27-28; I Corinthians 6:13-20; 
I Thessalonians 4:3-5

The seventh commandment, “Thou shalt 
not commit adultery”, and the amplifying 
scriptures of our study, always raise ques
tions. Two kinds of questions, from two 
kinds of people. Let a pastor or Sunday 
School teacher deal wih the matter of adul
tery, and the conscientiously worried folks 
on the one hand, and the flippantly joking 
persons on the other hand, will be full of 
comments and questions.

The first question is that of our title, 
“What’s so bad about adultery?” Many 
folks will wonder if this commandment is 
not out of date in a sex-saturated society 
such as ours. There is no doubt that our 
society is sex-saturated, evidenced by the 
use of sexual stimulation to sell everything 
from airlines to deodorants. This decade 
.is seeing, and reefing in the wake of, the 
sexual revolution, the era of the pill, and 
free love. Marriage is considered by many 
to be entered into on a trial basis, if one 
wishes to enter such an “obsolete” situa
tion at all! These manifestations of sexual 
obsession and abberation ought not to blind 
us to the truth that there is nothing wrong 

. . with normal sexual interest. We are sexual « J
beings, and the tragedy is the twisting of 
the good gift of God.

What’s so bad, then, about adultery? 
First of all, adultery is wrong because God 
says sexual involvement outside marriage is 
wrong! Honest Christians admit the tug of 
sexual temptations. God says it is wrong, 
but it seems so good. The anchor for the 
child of God is the truth that whatever God 
prohibits is, at bottom, ugly and terrible. 
God wants the very best for us, and only by 
obedience will we enjoy the best. Until we 
really believe and behave on this basis, 
there will be conflict about the matter of 
adultery.

So, what’s so bad about adultery? In the 
second place, adultery is wrong because it 
is a sin against marriage. True marriage is 
made in heaven, and according to Ephe
sians 5:25, has the qualities of our covenant 
with God: it is exclusive, and characterized

by faithfulness and lifelong intent. A mar
riage built upon such a foundation is dyna
mited by adultery, which destroys those 
qualities.

To see further what is wrong with adul
tery, and what adultery really is, hear the 
second question ministers are asked about 
the topic: “Preacher, what does the Bible 
mean by the lustful look?” While the man 
who asks the first question, mentioned ear
lier, may have already committed physical 
adultery, the chances are this second ques
tioner has not and will not.

I seriously suspect that every normal 
Christian man has felt convicted by Jesus’ 
terse comment in Matthew 5:28—“But I 
say unto you that whosoever looketh on a 
woman to lust after her hath committed 
adultery with her already in his heart.” 
What is this “lustful look”? It seems ap
parent to this writer that the “lustful look” 
is not the passing thought, the sexual fan
tasy, nor the glance, the fleeting realization 
of sexual desire. On the other hand, it does 
seem that Jesus is condemning the willing
ness to commit adultery which may creep 
into the heart. It is the persistent pusposing, 
the conscious choice to seek an opportunity 
to use a person sexually, which is wrong, 
For instance, we may ask, when did David 
sin in his relationship to Bathsheba? Was 
it in his walk at eventide, in the glance, in 
the admiration? Or was it when the passing 
idea took root in his heart, when he couldn’t 
and wouldn’t shake the desire and so or
dered the servants to bring the woman?

But stand further away from our ques-

BOOK AUTHORS I
Join our successful authors in FREE 
a complete, reliable publishing 
program; publicity, advertis
ing, handsome books. Send for 
FREE report on your manu
script and Publish Your Book.

CARLTON FRIIS Dept. JRI I 
84 Fifth Ave., New York, 10011 j

tions of adultery and it is clear that the 
lustful look at a fetching body is only an 
illustration of a much wider meaning of 
adultery. A provocative article in an issue 
of Reader’s Digest some years ago was 
entitled, “This, too, is Adultery!” The ar
ticle went on to point out that the refusal 
to cut ties with father and mother; the re
fusal to become one in flesh, in dream and 
goals; the refusal to trust and the desire to 
hurt—these, too, are forms of adultery.

This seventh commandment says to us 
who live in the sexy seventies that the best 
things in life are not free! In the midst of 
a multitude of voices clamoring about the 
future of marriage, the words of this com
mandment and of Jesus say clearly: our 
sexuality is good and wholesome; marriage 
is sacred, and adultery—in whatever form 
—is sin against God, against our marriage 
covenant, against our mate. Our Chris
tian conduct is the result of a disciplined - 
choice.

There is, however, a third, unspoken 
question: what about those who have com
mitted adultery? These same scriptures ad
monish us to face our sin, to confess it to 
God, and ask for forgiveness—we remem
ber the woman taken in adultery. To deny 
God’s cleansing and forgiveness is to say 
this sin—above all others—is so huge, so 
black and hideous, that it dwarfs God and 
negates His forgiving power. God forbid 
that we should be enslaved by the tenacles 
of adultery, either before or after the act!
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Response to energy crisis 
explored, at consultation

NASHVILLE—Southern Baptist leaders 
spent two days here last week surveying how 
Christians can become part of the solution, 
rather than part of the problem, in a world 
in which a runaway appetite for energy fore
warns a crisis affecting all aspects of life.

Speakers at the consultation on “The 
Energy Crisis and the Churches,” sponsored 
by the Christian Life Commission of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, approached 
the problem from technological, economic, 
and ethical points of view.

“The energy crisis is real and time is 
short,” declared Frances Gulick, analyst in 
environment and natural resources policy 
for the Congressional Research Service of 
the Library of Congress. “Your concern 
and your point of concern,” she told the 
SBC leaders, “should be moved way ahead 
of Armageddon, way ahead of the year 
2000, and focused on a year, perhaps only 
seven years ahead of us in the 1980s.”

While scientists search for alternatives to 
rapidly depleting hydrogen carbon based 
energy and world leaders scramble to con
front the problem, it remains for churches 
and denominations to face up to the ethics 
of what Christians must do to become part 
of the solution, speakers declared.

Suggested alternatives involved sobering 
changes in lifestyle, programs, institutional 
structures, and use of resources which, for 
years, have been predicated on the secular, 
societal value that “biggest is best.”

“The potential of the energy crisis is 
the emerging of a better church,” declared 
Cecil A. Ray of Raleigh, general secretary
treasurer of the North Carolina Baptist 
Convention. “It does not spell doom for the 
church but presents it with opportunities to 
rise to our greatest hour. Crisis times have 
always been good times for churches be
cause they have been times of testing. Crisis 
presents danger-filled opportunities.”

Ray; Albert McClellan of the SBC Execu
tive Committee; Carlyle Marney of Lake 
Junaluska, N.C.; Gulick; Wes Michaelson 
of Sojourners magazine in Chicago; and 
others urged a renewed application of the 
principles of Christian stewardship of re
sources.

“This crisis time,” said Ray, “offers the 
church with the special occasion to tell 
believers and non-believers that there is a 
special Christian view of material things. . . 
Christ’s followers cannot be indifferent to 
acts of abuse of God’s creation any more 
than we can turn deaf ears to the needs 
and hurting of God’s people.”

Ray and McClellan, although emphasizing 
they offered suggestions—not final answers, 
did get specific.

Diminishing mobility, brought on by di

minishing energy, McClellan said, presents 
definite problems. “Many of our present-day 
churches,” he said, “are built on private 
wheels and many may not be able to exist 
without them.” He noted that they are not 
on viable public transportation lines, not 
within walking distances, often depend on a 
network of buses, organize programming to 
require numerous trips to church each week 
and necessitate two-car families, and have 
far-flung youth programs which demand 
high mobility.

The energy crisis, Ray and McClellan 
said, will call for careful attention to fre
quency, time and location of church meet
ings, and definite steps to alter church 
architecture which exceeds space require
ments and has evolved away from structures 
which take advantage of nature for cooling, 
heating, and lighting.

From a denomination wide point of view, 
McClellan noted that Southern Baptists have 
thrived on promotion of work which re
quires a lot of people to travel a lot of 
miles, on widely scattered group meetings 
on associational, state, and national levels, 
and on summers full of meetings at Baptist 
conference centers.

Both Ray and McClellan spoke of theo
logical obligation of church people based on 
the doctrine of responsibility—that God’s 
command to subdue and dominate the earth 
is not license to exploit and ravage it but a 
mandate to conserve it.

They called for further study to think 
through the problems Of how the denomina
tion and churches can get together to study 
the problem.

The consultation in Nashville, said W. 
David Sapp of the Christian Life Commis
sion staff, was “a watershed consultation” 
designed to launch exploration of ways the 
churches can find theologically-sound al
ternatives in playing their role as world 
citizens and not as isolated contributors to 
the problem.

Ray urged Baptists to use God’s creation 
responsibly, adopt distinctly Christian life
styles, and chart courses of energy con
servation in church activities, with check 
points programmed in to determine progress.

Tentative courses of action, he said, in
clude teaching and preaching of Christian 
lifestyle. Most Christians, he added, have 
adopted with little or no reservation the 
secular, American ideal of a lifestyle based 
on materialism as the absolute sign of suc
cess.

“While it may be barely understood,” he 
said, “the greatest crisis today is the crisis 
growing out of Christians’ acceptance of 
secular values. We have thus become part 
of the problem—instead of being part of 
the answer.” (BP)

Devotional

A homemaker^ 
meditations

By Evelyn Carter Foote
Senator Mark Hatfield, in his book Con

flict and Conscience, challenges Christians 
to shun mediocrity, to strive for excel
lence. He says that our primary responsi
bility is “to utilize and mobilize all the re
sources, capacity, intellect, drive and am
bitions that God has given (us) . . . and to 
use them to the fullest.”

America was amazed when an unknown 
Southern farmer, responding to the chal
lenge of his one-time naval superior, Ad
miral Halsey, was elected our thirty-ninth
President. The same spirit 
prompted an Old Testament 
preacher to write: “Whatsoever 
thy hand findeth to do, do it 
with thy might.” (Eccl. 9:10)

Every Christian, whether stu
dent, factory worker, or promi
nent professional practitioner, 
holds in his hand each day cer
tain tools which, if excellently 
used, can give him effectiveness 
in his field. What tools are 
mine, an average woman, a 
homemaker?

First, I think of a sponge and 
a dishcloth. Help me, Lord, to 
make this house a clean, com
fortable haven for my family.

Then, the handle of a grocery 
cart: guide me, Lord, to select 
my food purchases wisely.

Now it’s a mixing spoon: I’m 
preparing a dish for a church 
fellowship. May I add the extra 
ingredient of love, Lord.

I hold a Bible and a Sunday 
School quarterly. Help me to 
prepare well for my class, Lord.

I pick up a pen to write a Christmas
message to a missionary friend on the other 
side of the world. May I offer encourage
ment, Lord. ■ •

I walk across the street and take the hand 
of a sick neighbor. Give me compassion, 
Lord.

I hold the telephone receiver while a 
fellow Christian shares her personal prob
lem. Lord, give me your response.

Recently, I touched the lever of a voting 
machine. May I always exercise with appre
ciation my franchise as a responsible citi
zen.

Even when I hold in my hand a bowling 
ball, I pray that my attitude will be thor
oughly Christian!

In all things, Lord, may I try to be an 
asset to your kingdom. “So then, whether 
ye eat or drink, or whatsoever you may do, 
do all for the honor and glory of God 
(1 Cor. 10:31).”

Foote is the wife of William A. Foote, pastor 
of Metron Avenue Church, Memphis.
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